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THE SEPARATION OF THE
NAZARITE,

TaE scriptures never tell us of any
"blessed man, exeept Christ and those
that are blessed through Him. There
is the blessed Man that walked in the
law of Jehovah, and this is Christ.
See Ps.i. There is also the blessed
man whose transgression is forgiven;
and such is a sinner saved through
Christ. See Ps. xxxii. with Rom.
iv. 6—8.
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Christ is the Nagarite who sepa-
rated Himeelf# from the world unto
God; but He did so in such a way
as that He might separate together
with Himself those who now are re-
deemed through Him; while He also
made provision that the world might
be a place in which He could after-
wards find His joy.

There are two conditions in which
Christ is seen by us in His Nozarite
separation.

1st. In the days of His flesh, when
He lived among men in the world.

2nd. Ifn His resurrection, when
He no longer shewed Himself to all
the people, but to His chosen wit-
nesses, after which He was taken up.

* Tnihe case of a woman vowing. See
Nuowmbers xxx, There is a little tract on
tlus clmpicr, ealled “ TFragments gethered
up.”
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There were three things in which
the Nazarite was to shew out his
separation unto the Lord.

1st. He was to separate himself
from wine, which is the emblem of
earthly joy; it makes glad the heart
of man. Ps. civ. 15.

‘When Christ was in the world, He
found no pleasure in those things
which gave delight to the men of
ihis world. He was “a Man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief.”
Is. lii. He sighed beenuse of the
misery around. Ie gighed deeply
because of the unbelief of the people.
(Compare Mark vii. 34, with chap.
viil. 12.) And when they came to
make Him a king, He went into a
mountain. See John vi. 15.

2nd. The Nazarite was to let the
locks of the hair of his head grow.
In this we see the difference hetween
the Nazarite and the leper. The
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Nauzarite, being a type of Christ in
whom was no sin, signified that afl
that grew in His nature was well-
pleasing unto God; but the leper,
being the type of a sinmer whose
unclean nature had manifested itgelf,
all that sprung from this unclean
nature was corrupt; and so the leper
should shave off all his hair from his
head,

Clirist’s testimony in reference to
the Father was this, “[ do always
those things that please Him.” John
viii 29, <My meat iz to do the
will of Him that sent me, and +to
finish His work.” John iv. 34. And
the testimony from hesven was,
“This is my heloved Son, in whom
1 am well pleased.” Mark iii. 17 ;—
xvii. §, Every thing that came from
Him was well pleasmﬂ' unio God,
all His desives, His affections, Hls
thonghts, His purposes, His acts
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Such were the undefiled locks of the
Holy One of God, on which no razor
should come.

3rd. The Nazarite was not to come
at a dead body. Christ is the Prince
of Life; and He had no part with the
dead men of this world. He would
let the dead bury their dead: His
business related to the kingdom of
God. See Luke ix. 59, 60.

But then the purpose of God was,
not to separate Christ from us, bub
to separate ug in Christ to Himself;
and this could only be through the
death of Christ :—“Except a corn
of wheat fall inte the ground and
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.” John
xii. 24. Christ would have been
alome in His Nazarite separation, if
He di¢ not die; but because He
died, He hag raised up a multitude
of separnted Nazarites together with
Himself, .
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The purpose of God alse was, that
His tabernacle should be among men,
and that Christ and those who toge-
ther with Him are separated from
the world, sbould all be brought
back to it again, when no longer
needing separation from it as the
way of righteous blessing: thig has
been sceured through the death of
Christ, and therefore the days of
Nazarite separation were to close,
and the Nazarite might drink wine:
and so he began His separation a
second time, through saerifice for
sim, and in resurrection, on tke eighth
day—the first day of a new week;
for now in Him all things are made
new. -

He ended the days of His separa-
tion after the flesh, upon the cross,
where we see the effects of our un-
clean nature, instead of the beauty
of His sinless nature; because “He
was made sin for us.”
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But because He was the Holy One
in the days of His flesh, “who knew
no sing” and because His death was
the obedience of His love, He ig
again get up in resurrection, and
again the locks of the hair of His
head are let grow; for as in the flesh,
s0 also In the resurreection, all that
proceeds from Him is the perfect
will of God.

When Christ was a Nazarite after
the flesh, He then had unbelieving
brathren, (see John vii. 5.} and they
could have no part with Him in His
separation; but now in resurrection,
He has no brethren, save those who
are all joined with Him in the pers
fectness of His separation; so that of
them He could say, “Go to my bre-
thren, and say unto them, I ascend
unto my Father, and your Father;
and to my God, and your God.” John
% 17.
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His separation connot now he de-
filed by one dying suddenly by Ilim;
He is beyond the region of the dead;
and we too are thus scparated in
Him., We know Christ where He
is, that so we may know ourselves
also. This is sanctification through
the truth, resulting from Christ’s
ganctification of Himself; “And for
their sakes I sanctify mysclf, that
they also might be sanctified throngh
the trath,” John xvii, 19,

To walk worthy of our separated
place in Christ, we must walk ac-
cording to the life we have in Him:
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spivit” Gal. v. 25.

When the apostle tells the saints
to mortify their members which are
upon the earth, he goes on to say,
“In the which ye also walked some-
time, when ye Lved in them :” but the
sainta do not now Eve in them, hecanse
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they are risen with Christ; and thus
they are separated from the world;
and therveiore the apostle also says,
“Why as though living in the world,
are ye subject to ordinances.”

It is because of the unleavened
state of the saints in Christ, that
they are told to put away leaven
from them here, “Purge out there-
fore the old leaven, that ye may be
a new lump, as ye are unleavened.”
1 Cor. v. 7.

To maintain our Nazarite charae-
ter now in not drinking wine, we
must discern the mysiery of that
golden cup, with which all the na-
tions are made drunk, (see Hev, xvil.

xviil.) and sec that we taste not of
it, nor of any of the sinful* excite-

¥ There is no outward line of condnet in
which godly sobriety can be maintained, if
we allow the excitement of our flesh in it,
instead of the energy of the Spirit, * Be not
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ments by which the men of this
world are intoxicated. “They that
are after the flesh, do mind the things
of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.”
Rom. viii, 5.

To shew out our Nazarite charac-
ter in letting the locks of the hair of
our head grow, we should encourage
and preserve the actings of our new
nature, by not grieving the Holy
Spirit of God, because we have re-
ceived of Christ’s fulness, and graee
for grace. “He that saith he abideth
in Him, cught himself also so to walk
even as He walked.”

We must also take a warning from

drunk with wine wherein is_excess, but be
filled with the Spirit.”

Care must also be taken by the simple,
not to confound this gedly cbedience with
the delusion of these, who, through  Tem-
peranee Societies,” ave opposing Christ.
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the history of Samson. While he
preserved. the locks of hig hair, he
was a man of strength; but when be
suffered a corrupt hand fo cut them
off, he then became weak and was as
another man; and so practically will
our strength as Nazarites be main-
tained, by allowing and preserving
the graece of Christ in usg, and con-
tinuing to grow in it. The strength
of Samson did not return until bis
hair began apain fo grow. In this
‘iz the secret of our strength, to pre-
serve our growth in grace.

It is our wisdom in separating the
precious from the vile, to deal with
our old man after the manver of
the leper; but with our new man
after the manner of the Nazarite.
In the one it is, “Put off all these:
angor, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
filthy communication out of your
mouth,” In the other it is, ¢ Pus
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on, therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mer-
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, long-suffering ; forbearing
one another, and forgiving one an-
other, if any man have a quarrel
against any : even as Christ forgave
you, so0 algo do ye,”

Ag the Nazarite was not to come
at a dead body, and as Christ is risen
from the dead; so it is needful for
us in order to walking in our Naza-
rite separation, that we should know
the power of ihat rousing call, “A-
wake, thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give
thee light.” Eph. v. 14, We must
arige from among the dead poople,
and from among the dead things of
this world. If we stay among them,
we shall shumber and sleep when
we ought to be awake; but if we
arise from among them, Christ will
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give us light. The saints are risen
with Christ, that they may mind
the things that are sbove, not the
things that are on the earth.

The Nazarite separation of Christ
in resurrection, and of his saints as
risen with Him, continues until His
coming again: then will come the
day when the Nazarite may drink
wine, when the carth can be enjoyed
to the glory of God; for in that day,
“truth shall spring out of the earth.”
See Ps, Ixxxv. 11.  But in this day,
the earth is yielding its vine that
will be cast into the great wine-press
of the wrath of God. Rev. xiv.
17—20. ‘

In thig detail of the Nazarite, there
is first, the separation of Christ from
the world, while in the days of His
flesh: there is then the separation of
Christ from the world, in resurrec-
tion, with the separation of His saints
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as risen with Him: and then there
is the close of this period, when He
will not, ag He once did, refuse to be
made a king; but will take all the
kingdoms of this world as His, and
bring His saints to reign with Iim,
See Rev. xi. 15,; xx. 4. In prospect
of that day, He taught His diseiples
to pray, “Thy will be done in earth,
as 1t is in heaven;” and while look-
ing for that day, the saints are also
taught to say, “We shall reign on
the earth.” Rev. v. 10.

‘When the Apostle said to the bre-
thren at Corinth, “Ye have reigned
as kings without us,” he was then
telling them that they were not walk-
ing in their Nazarite separation: but
when hie added, “and I would to God
ye did reign, that we also might reign
with yow,” he was then looking to
that day when the Nazarite may
drink wine, 1 Cor, iv, 8.
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‘When one asked Christ to speak
to his brother to divide the inheri-
tance with him, His answer was,
“Man, who made me a judge or a
divider over you? Lukexii. 13,14
And so says the Apostle, “What
have I to do to judge them also that
are without.” 1 Cor. v. 12. Butin
the day when the Nazarite may drink
wine, then Christ will rule all na-
tions, and His saints shall rule with
Him. Rev. ii. 26, 27.; iii. 21.; 1
Cor. vi. 2. But until that day, the
word iz, “Come out from among
them, and be ye separate.” 2 Cor,
vi, 14—18.

Until the saints come from heaven
with Christ in glory, they never can
be a blessing to the world, save in
gathering a people out from it.

Until Christ appears in glory, His
words will apply to the world, “O
righteaus Father, the world hath not
known thee.”
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Urtil the saints are with Christ in
glory in their oneness, the world will
not believe that the Father hath sent
His Son.

In longing for the blessing of the
world, we must long for the coming
of the Lord. :

In joining ourselves to the world,
we cannot do good to it, but it will
do harm to uvs.

Happy it is to be a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed.

May an enlightened understand-
ing, and an obedient spirit, he given
to all the saints.
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ON SINGING.—No. 1.

TrE melody of the singing of the
saints, should be UNTO THE LORD;
and therefore it must be dn thedr
fearts. “BSinging and making me-
lody in your heart to the Lord.”
Eph. v. 19.

There might be much melody to
the ear of man, in that singing, which
would be an abomination unto the
Lord, becanse of a heart far from
Him: such it must be when those
who are known to be worldly per-
sons, are chosen {o sing on account
of their good natural voices.

The saints mever should desire
worldly persons to take part in their
singing; for such capnot make me-
lody unto the Lord, and if not, then
all other considerations are gone.
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The saints should watch that they
be not more occupied with the sound
of their own voices in their own ears,
than of the melody of their hearts in
the ears of the Lord.

We must have fellowship in our
hearts in the blessedness of that
which is the subject of our praise,
when singing unto the Lord.

We should. not allow ourselves to
be careless as to what words we may
sing ; but according to the commu-
nion of our hearts, so should he the
selection of our hymn.

We cannot sing that unto the
Lord, which our hearts have not
experienced: and we should see that
when we do sing it, that our hearts
also have communion in it at the
same timne,
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AN INCORRECT EXTRESSION OF-
TEN USED BY BRETHREN.

“THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER,”

Ir is with reverence and solemnity
that I would observe as to this ex-
pression, that the words of the Holy
Ghost are, mor “ The right hand of
the Father,” sur “The right hand
of God.”

EXTRACTS. No, 1.

THEZ QHURCH,

Tue church is a remnant of Jews
and a people taken out of the Gen-
tiles.

The church is heavenly in ita cha-
racter, to shew out the results of its
heavenly light upon earth,

In the Epistle to the Colossians,
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we have Christ set above; and the
church as dead and risen with Him,
warned against going back to the
flesh to receive any fulness.

The church in geiting into the
world, is getting into the deceiving
power of the enemy: the church
should not be deceived by him: he
is the accuser of the brethren, but
the deceiver of the whole world,

In the apostacy, what should have
been light in the world is become
darkness, owning the principles of
evil around, and departing from
those of the Lord. And when we
come to see its character, we find
the things of the world there, such
as they were before the church was
get up at all, only a little more de-
cent, and not the death of the flesh
and union with Christ in resurrec-
tion; in this state of things the
mind of Christ is not wanted, but
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common gense sbout the things of
the world, The apostacy is depar-
ture from the standing of, “ They are
nat of the world.”

OBSERVATIONS ON LUKE II

In this scripture a great movement
is noticed in the world : another
great movement is seen in heaven ;
but they are quite distinct, the one
from the other.

“ Al the world” arve made the
subjects of the one.

“ Al people” are the objects of
the other.

The Emperor Augustug sends out
a decree that all the world should be
taxed.

The angel of the Lord brings good
tidings of great joy for all people.
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Those that were occupied with the
things of this world, were taken up
only with the decree of the Emperor:
but those that are occupied with the
things of heaven, are taken up with
the glad tidings.

The sound of the glad tidings was
unknown to any, save those whose
ears were opened to the words that
came from heaven. .

God did not choose the place of
power and glory in this world, to set
the spring of blessing there; but he
chose the place of poverty and hu-
miliation as a depository for the bles-
sing of the whole earth.

Christ was laid in & manger, for
He came to save those who were in
the condition of baasts.

« There was no room for Him 18
©4E INN.” Those places m this world
which assume to be worthy of a man
and not of a beast, haye no room in
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them for Christ: but be it so. He
came to seek and to save that which
was lost ; and He is not ashamed of
the manger.

The testimony of God is, that the
people that are saved through Christ,
and brought to heaven, are people in
the likeness of Dheasts: for when a
vision of those whom God has
cleansed was shewn to Peter, he “gaw
heaven opened, and a certain vessel
descending unto him, as it had been
2 great sheet knit at the four cor-
ners, and let down to the earth:
wherein. were all manner of four-
footed beasts of the earth, and wild
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls
of the aix.”

Such were they whom God has
cleansed, and whom no man should
call common or unclean.

They were first seen let down
from heaven, and then taken up into
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heaven again, for they belong to a
heavenly country.

ON PRAYER AT THE MEETINGS
OF BRETHREN.

Tre brother who leads in prayer,
should do so in sympathy with the
hearts of the saints with whom be
prays.

1t is very sad to see & brother when
praying with his brethren, seeking
in what he says rather to produce an
effect on them, than that he and they
should together pour out their hearts
unto God.

He who prays wiéth his brethren,
cannot say things to which they can-
not say Amen.

If heis praying for them; he then
can pray according to his own faith
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and knowledge ; but if he i3 praying
with them, he cannot go beyond
theirs.

He who stands up to teach the
brethren, geeks io produce an effect
on them, ag the Lord has taught him
and may enable him ; but he who
prays with the brethren, goes toge-
ther with them into the presence of
the Lord, all joining together in the
same desire,

If we pray in the presence of any
people, we musi do so as conscious,
in our hearts, that we are addressing
the Lord and not the people.

He who iries to pray with those
who do not know the Lord, in coming
down to them, wilt hlmself a.p]_)ear to
be an unbeliever. .

But the ground on Whlch a sewa.nt-‘
of Chuist testifies at all to those whe
know not Clrist, is that he himgell
iy standing in the hlessing which he -
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testifies of to them. He can thank
God for his own liberty; he can
pray to God for the others; but he
cannot pray with them ; and if he
prays before them let it be as unto
the Lord.



SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

No, 2. Noveuuen, 1844, Vor. I.

ON PATIENT WAITING IN HOPE.

TARER FROM A LETTER OF A BROTHER IN
IRELAND.

I mave been thinking lately how
much the tendency to take up with
the world in its present evil and con-
fused condition, and to find in it the
promised kingdom, betrays itsclf, and
hag betrayed itself, even among the
saints, &t all times.

The difference at first is illustrated
in Nimwod and Abram :—the former,
being the maker of his own fortunes,

B
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us satisfied o have this present world
as the scene and measure of all his
expectations ;—the latter, following
the Lord, and entrusting the making
of his happiness to Him, waited,
without an acre of land in this pre-
sent world, for the land and the glory
which the Lord had promised him.
But therehas ever been this Nim-
rod-disposition to anticipate the king-
dom, and to find the world as it now
is, & due scene for 1. Andif we
admit that the purpose of God by the
church was to regulate this presensg
world, and to produce in it a king-
dom worthy of His headship and
rule, then all this disposition of course
would be divine. Yes more: the
assumptions of the church (so to call
1t) even in the dark middle ages, are
then more than warranted ; they are
but the right assertions of the autho-
rity and purposes of God. Popes
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deposing kings, and laying kingdoms
under interdicts, would be due mi-
nisterial functions, #f the Lord de-
signed to get Himself a kingdom in
this present evil world, and by estab-
lishing His name and His religion,
claim the dominion of it. But this
is not so. And there lies, as Ijudge,
the only answer to all these assunp-
tions. The Lord God is nat as yet
claiming the kingdoms of the world;
He ig not geeking to establish His
name in the earth ; though in smaller
‘or greater measure, and in different
ways and expressions, even His own
peeple have been acting as if He
were.

Did not the mother, for instance,
in John i, act on this false prineiple ?
Was not her word to Jesus about
there being no wine, derived from
the secret desire of making Him ho-
nourable in the csteem of the world
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before the time ?  Did it not savour
of the principle of popery, and of
every establishment ? So, that of His
brethren in chap. vii. : they wished
Him to show Himself “to the world,”
and not to be doing His works in ge-
cret ; and what was this, but a desire
that He should possess Himself of
manifested power and lordship at
once, and get Himself a name in an
evil, unpurged world ?

‘Welnow, also, that the same prin-
ciple, though in & more hidden form,
was in operation at Corinth. © Ye
have reigned as kings without us,” is
a rebuke that shows ns the working
of this same leaven. FPaul has to
contradict this prineiple, and his des
son Timothy he encourages to act on
the full contradiction of it. “Re-
member that Jesus Christ, of the
seed of David, was raised from the
dead.”
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The Jews found it very hard to
Tenrn this principle. Therefore they
were not prepared for the sufferings
of Messiah. They were slow to
learn that the sufferings had to come
befove the glories—the one to be ex-
perienced in the present evil world,
the other to be enjoyed m the purer
world to come.

And so with ourselves, beloved.
‘We are slow to learn that no throne
is to bo erected in the wilderness—
that to give Jesus a thyone in this
present world, or to seek one for our-
selves, is apostacy—practical denial
of the fall of man, and the consequent
defilement of the world—practical re-
fusad to bow to the judgment of the
Tovd upon the fall, pronounced in
Gen. iii. 17—19.

And how hard it is to wai, 1o be
prisoners of fope. How hard, to
know that we must hope o the end
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for our portion—that it lies within
the vail—that Jesus could not- take
glory or a name, in a Nimrod or Ba-
bel world, Xsrael raised a sanctuary,
but not a throne, for the Lord, in the
wilderness,

Among the rest who have betrayed
this evil principle as working in their
hearts, it appears to me that David
gtands, For it is hwnan nature, it is
flesh, and therefore we may not be
surprised to find it in the (,hmcest of
God’s servants.

We find that David proposed to
build a house for the Lord (1 Chron.
xvii.). This was opposed, as I be-
lieve the Lord Himself shows, hoth
to the full grace and to the true glory
of God. Tt was opposed to His full
grace, because David should have
known, that ere the Lord God would
allow David to build Him a house,
He would build David a house (I
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Chron, xvii). It was opposed to
His true glory, becavse David should
have known, that ere the Lord God
would dwell in a house or palace on
earth, the earth must be purged, and
come to another condition altogether
from what the present wars and con-
fusions continually keepitin (1 Chiron.
xxviil. 8} But David was not in
the power of either of these truths,
when he talked to Nathan of build-
ing a house for the ark, And the
Tord had to stop the counsel of his
heart. 1t was right in one sense.

He had a benelal desire to honour
the Loxrd ; but that desire was not
spiritual, or according to the mind of
God. 8o with many now: they
think to fight for Jesus; they think
to build Him a throne before the earth
is purged of blood ; they think to fix
His name on the gates of palaces and
on the pinnacles of pontifical castles
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—to inseribe it on the banmers of ar-
mies, and on the pages of statute-
books. But this is at least ignorant,
unspiritual, undivine attachment to
Him.

And T guestion if David was not
a little beguiled into this wrong mind
by a previous wrong sigp. For we
know how the acts of the hands lead
and form the habits of the thoughts.
David had already built himself a
house of cedar (I Chron. xiv. 1, xvii.
1}. Ought he to have done this?
Was not this a little premature ?
Hud the time come for his settling
down in this way; for docs not the
Lord call him away to wars after
this 7 (1 Chron. xvili., xix., xx.).
I incline to judge that David was
premature and worldly in thos build-
mng himself a house of cedar. Dut
this bad sigp threw Dbim into a bad
current of thought, into a wrong
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mrind, and he is for making the Lord,
if Imay so speal, worldly, as lie had
become himself. I do not find that
any notice of his own house of ce-
dar occurs afterwards; and Solomon
builds a house for himself, as though
David had left him none; for in So-
lomon’s days, we know the time had
come for the cstablishment hoth of
the Lord and of the King, and houses
are rightly built for both.

And as I have already hinted, one
great end of Paul in 2 Tim. is to
strengthen Timothy against this prin-
ciple, that the sime of the kingdom,
or of the house is come. Ile warns
him that the house has indeed been
built, that the resurrection being as-
gumed to be past already, cliristian
profession has changed its chavacter,
and no longer is it the kingdom and
patience of Jesus in o wilderness-
world, but the kingdom and glory of
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Jesus in o new or christian world.
Thus the house has been built before
the time, but to the eye of faith it is
necessarily unclean, because erected
in the present evil world. And what
does Paul tell Timothy, but to keep
himself apart from this house; to
nourish the expectation, rather, of
being called to endure hardness as a
soldier, than of enjoying present ease
as a_fellow-heir, of Jesus—to codure
the sufferings of the Gospel, instead
of affecting itz resulting glovies; and
to know that * that day,” the day of
reward and of rest, though in most
sure prospect, (because of that present
grace of (God, in which he equally
exhorts his beloved son 1o be most
strong,) is still enly in prospect.

But this is plain from all the book
of God, as wo well know, beloved.
Rest for the conscience now, through
the blood of Jesus, but no rest for the
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heart or the hands in an evil world,
but sure prospect of rest én every
blessed wuy in the promised world to
come. And our souls have just to he
nourished and strengthened and
tanght in the three great principles
which that 2 Tim. appears to handle
so stronmgly : 1lst., in the certainty
and liberty and joy of present grace
and aceeptance with God; 2ud., in the
steady refusal to- Dbuild a Liouse for
oursclves on the face of this unpurged
earth ; and 3rd., in the sure, and
eomforting, and gladdening prospect
of God huilding us a better and more
magnificent house than ever we could
have built for ourselves, by and bye,
in the pure and bright realms of glory.

What we want is “faith and hope
in God”—hearts to prize what He is
to us, and has for us, and power to
know, and to own, that He can make
us far happier than ever we could
have made ourselves.
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ON EATING THE PASSOVER.
exopue xii, 8—I1.

WHILE standing in the sceurity given
us through the blood of Christ, we are
also brought into communion with
Christ Iimself, who gave Iis pre-
cious bleed to put us imto this se-
curity.

This communion i5 taught in eating
the passover; asalso in other aspects
of it, in very many other types,

The eating of the Passover has a
very special connection with the cir-
cumstances we are now in; because
it wag  in that aight” it was to be
eaten—the night of Egypt's judg-
ment—and they were to let nothing
of it remain until the morning. We
are wa.iting for the morning ; and
now in the night we are to keep
this feast.
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There were three parts of the
lamb specially mentioned to be eaten
—The kead, and the legs, and the
purienance.

1st. The head. We have com-
munion in the supreme excellence of
Christ in life and glory.

‘While the seed of the woman is
the bruiser of the serpent’s kead, the
serpent could only bruise His heel,
‘We have communion in that Head
which could not be bruised by Satan.

The head of the Nazarite was to
show out his perfection in bis separa-
tion unto the Lord: and we have con.-
munion with Christ in this perfection
that is in Him.

In somse of the sacrifices the hands
were laid upon the head of the offer-
ing, as the place of life, 1o signify dy-
ing with Christ, when that life was
laid down : and we have communion
in Hislife with Him who had power
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o lay it down and had power to take
it again.

2nd. The legs were also to be eaten,
During this dark night,in which the
world lies under judgment, while we
have our shoes on. our own feet, we
are also to have communion with
Christ in His walk. 1t is thus our
own life will be ordered ; for He left
us an example that we should walk
in His steps. “Ile that saith he
abideth in Him ought himself also so
to walk even as He walked”

ord. The purienance, or imwards,
were specially mentioned to be eafen ;
for our communion is also in the
affections of Christ,—His desires,
and Iis purposes. It isthus that we
keep cur ownhearts with all diligence,
when we have communion with
Christ in the desires of His heagt.

We get defiled by that which
oomes from our own corrnpt hearts ;
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but our affections are pure when we
have communion with Christ in that
which is within His heart,

The Passover was to be eaten with
unleavened bread.

When we do what is wrong, we
must acknowledge its inconsistency
with the character of Christ; we
must also acknowledge its inconsis-
tency with our own perfectness in
Christ ; and therefore we must con-
fess it as sin and put it away, purging
out the old leaven.

In eating the Passover with un-
leavened bread, a testimony was
given that there iz no evil in Christ,
or in us as united to Him. If we
allowed what was evil in our commu-
nion, by maintaiing that it was in
Christ, or wortly of Him, or that it
is in ns, or to be allowed in us, as
one with Him: that would be to eat
the Passover with unleavened bread.
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May we in all things know how to
keep this feast.

THE BAPTISM OF JERSUS, AND IITS
TEMPTATION IN THE WILDER-
NESS.—Marr. i, 13, 70 iv, 11.

Waey the Lord Jesus wag tempted
in the wilderness, it was after ITis
baptism. It was then that He was
led of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil, This was
the time chosen of God for it: for
His baptism was the emblem of His
death and resurrection, through which
we arc brought into fellowship with
Him.

Having died with Him, and risen
with Him, we are now tempted in the
wilderness as He was.
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When He came up out of the wa-
ter, He was then, in the emblem of
it, earrying us with Him, as quick-
ened with Him, and now the world
1s our wilderness, and the devil is our
tempter in it.

Bus the world is not thos presented
to us as our wilderness until the hea-
ven Is opened to us, as the beloved
¢hildren of God; and we do not enter
on our temptation, in this character,
until, bhaving eternal life in Christ,
we are victorious over sin and Satan
and death.

Tn the epistle to the Ephesians, the
saints ave not called to wrestle with
principalities and powers in hesvenly
places, until firsé shown that they are
raised up together with Christ, who
is set at the right hand of Guod, far
above all principality and power.

‘We do not contend with the temp-
tations of the devil, in doubt lest ho
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might prevail against us, but knowing
that we have prevailed against him,
and then getting strength in the Lord,
by whom wehave prevailed, and with-
standing iy the power of his might.
The devil, in his temptations, laboars
to draw our hearts from the place
where God has given us our portion
in Christ, that we may sesk it in the
world, which ought to be to us a wil-
dernesg, and that we may lose the
sense and contentinent, with thank-
fulnegs, of having all things that per-
tain to life and godliness.

It was thus he tempted our Loxd
Jesua.

Because he was the Son of God,
the heavens were opened {o ¥im ;
but beecause of man’s sin, the world
was o wilderness, and a place of trial
to the flesh, yet with all joy in God
above. But the devil puts the sin of
man out of the account in presenting
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his notions of the world; and he
draws the heart away from heaven,
and from the voice that speaks from
heaven,

It is by knowing that we are sus-
tained of God above, that we over-
come the temptation of the devil to
look for, and demand support from
the wilderness below.

The devil tempis us to exercise
power in the place where we ought
to exercise patience.

Our life is from above, not from
beneath, and the food that sustains
us in this life, is from above too.
The life we now live in the flesh, we
live by the faith of the Son of God.
No privation in this world can affect
our life; and we should know how to
he abaged, and how to abound.

When the devil tempts us through
trial in the flesh, we overcome by
turning to our pertion as guickened
with Christ; for the place which He
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then took in the wilderness is the
place which He has given unto us as
one with Hhm.

When we are tempted of the devil,
we should not bring our own argu-
ments against him, but we should
bring the word of God against him.

You mect the devil in your own
power when you contend against him
with youwr own words : bot you mect
him with the power of God when, in
the gpirit of God, you withstand him
with the word of God. And so our
Lord Jesug made himself, in this, a
pattern for us, by prefacing all He
said with “It is wiitten.,” He thus
ghowed us the fulness of the written
word to meet Satan in every fort of
temptation.

It is not only in epiritual things
pertaining ¢émmediafely* to our new

* 1 say * immediately,” because to the spi-
ritugl man all things have spiritual character.
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nature as men in Christ, but also in
all things relating to our circimstan-
ces in the world, as now in the flesh,
that we are to walk by faith ; for
“your Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things;” and His word
comes to us here too.

In meeting the temptations of
the devil, we need to bear in
mind how suddenly they may vary,
from temptation of one particaular
kind to that of another: so it was
with the Lord. ¢Then the devil
taketh Him up into the holy city,
and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the
temple, and saith unto Him, If thou
be the Son of God, cast thyself down:

In the very same seripture in which we
are told to mind the things that are above,
not the things that are on the earth. the
saints are directed how o act in their differ.
ent relatipnships in 2kis Lfe.  See Col. iii.
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for it is written, ‘ He shall give His
angels charge concerning thee, and
in their hands they shall bear thee
up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone,” Jesus said unto
him, 1t is written again, ¢ Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy Ged.’”

Satan himself iz transformed into
an angel of light,

Satan here tempis by presenting
one part of Secripture to lead into
disobedience to the known will of
Giod in ancther part.

‘We may always discover it to be a
temptation of Satan, when we are
urged, apparently from Seripture,
to do any thing that iz forbidden in
Seripture ; and we mect the tempta-
tion by showing, from Seripture, that
in doing this thing we should act
against the will of God.

When any promise iz given, we
must know the proper oeccasion to



THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 49

which it may apply,* according to
the will of God, and not elaim it ous
of its place. In doing this we have
10 resist the devil,

At the time when we ought to be
plucking out a right eye, or cutting
off a right hand; or keeping under
our body, and bringing it into sub-
jection; Satan would then tempt us
to n security of which there is no
promise. But if we desire to do the
will of God, and neither our own
will nor the will of another, we shall
easily see the difference between
tempting the Lord and being obedi-
ent to Him; and we shall also seo to
what mode of conduct Eis promise
of security applies, and to what it
does not apply.

* This may be so with many promises, In
the principle that is in them, while yet they
may have more immediate reference to some
special time and place.
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Another form of Batan’s terapta-
tion must be met on the ground that
whatever Wwe getf, or whatever we do
not get, the Lord alone is to be wor-
shipped. When the devil sets beforo
our eyes the attractive things that he
will give, we must have before our
hearts the one Lord whom we wor-
ship. The devil gives on condition
that he is worshipped; and we refuse
his offers, because the Lord our God
only is to be worshipped.

We leave it to Him to give us
what Te pleases, and when He
pleases ; but we can worship Him
only. :

In oll this temptation, we sec the
devil first resisted, and then flecing ;
for this iz the way of God with us,
“ Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.” Our blessed Jesus has
Tor us rendered him a defeated foe,
shortly to be bruised under our feet;
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butnow for asenson to be encountered.
But we are not left ignovant of his
devices, or unprepared for his attacks.

The Lord sustain ns through them
all.

ON DISCIPLINE.

NOTES TAKEN AT A MEBTING OF BRETIREN IN
LONDON, JULY, 1841,

Tnr question of diseipline is pecu-
Liarly comnected with grace. It is
distressing to have the subject of
discipline at all separated from grace.
Discipline amongst the gaints is ne-
cessary for the saints, and not at all
incompatible with the grace that has
brought us there.

We too often lose the blessing of
discipline, by supposing it to be an
extreme judicial act. *ITFathers, pro-
voke not your children to wrath, bat
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bring them up in the nurture snd
admonition of the Lord.” Here we
see the graeious care of the parent.
Love neither provokes nor is easily
provoked. The Lord gives His own
care as the pattern of parental dis-
cipline toward children. The word
“nurture” here is the same as “chas-
tening” in Heb, xii. The severest
stroke that ever was given is, “Let
him alone,” I must give him up. It
is exceedingly painful teo have the
question of discipline ever otherwise
than as an expression of grace.

Discipline flows forth from our
real standing before God, to onr ac-
tual stonding practically here, that
it«may be foimd corresponding fo
our standing before God; so it flows
from above.

We have the judgment of the
Father, who sces us as we are in
Christ and would deal with us that
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we may walk accordingly: and we
should see it ns the love of those
who minister it to us, because we
are in continnal training here,

It may be irksome to the flesh:
the c¢hild may not like heing at
school; Dbumt he is obliged to his
parent for having him there.

Wherever the eye of the Lord
sees grace, His eye fastens on the
grace; and when He touches the
evil, He will bring out the grace.
He approves of a1l He can approve of,

Orne thing that has made us shrink
from diseipline is, not perceiving the
gradations of it.

The plan of self-judgment iz in the
holiest of all; and if any one came
to exercise discipline, it would be
telling me you have kept out of your
happy place, the holiest of all. DBut
all this requires to be living in the
holy patient grace of God.
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‘When n soul is restored, it is fo
greater strength than it had before,
“When thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren.”

If there is an exireme case—To
put away an evil person ; this is'not
o question of power given unto any,
but of obedience to God. The Lozrd
hag said it, and it must be done; and
go all must be unanimous, because
all must be obedient to the Lord
Chrizt, and it eannot be otherwise;
so that even the dullest conscience
can see it. ‘This is for an extreme
case, as at Corinth; but the Lord
will honour patient grace.

The question is not, whether he is
a brother : that i3 not the question:
but there are certain things which
the Lord has forbid. “If any mean
that is called a brother be a fornica-
tor, or coveious, or an idolater, or a
railer, or a drunkard, or an extor-
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tioner; with such an one no not to
eat.” 1 Cor, v.

One thing which hinders discipline
is, a proud haughty spirit, which
says, 1 could not possibly have com-
munion with such a person. If a
person takes on himself to set him-
self up as a judge, then discipline is
Lindered among the sainis.

When self-judging is negleeted,
then the power of discipline comes
in, “Do not ye Judge them that are
within.”

But in all this the Lord deals very
mercifully with us. Israel in the
wilderness came under the actual
dealings of God, and we have the
admonition from it, not seeing what
Lappened to us, bui what happened
to them, and now written for our
admonition. 1 Cox. x.

The apostle reckoned on the grace
of those he exhorted; we too often
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reckon on the evil. We should
remember that the saints have got
divine life in them; and if we can
get an avenuc to that life, the end
is gained, his soul is restored, and he
becomes a strengthener of others,

If we do not judge ourselves, and
if our brethren do not judge us, the
Lord will judge us.

‘When one is called on to exercise
any stage of discipline, it is most
hiumbling : “Lest,” saye the apostle,
“My God will humble me among
you.”  And how would he be hum-
bled 7By judging them.

Our responsibility is to the Lord.
It is mot a question of authority, but
bow can I serve the saints P-—and to
pass over evil, would be failing in
service and love to them in responsi-
bility to the Lord. But such ques-
tions are best avolded by manifesting
service to the Lord and care for the
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saints. Christ loves them and I
must, love them too,

( To be Continued.)

HYMN.
(A CORRECTED REPRINT,)

Carisr, from whom sll blessings flow,
Perfecting the saints below,

Hear us who thy nature share,

Who thy mystic body ave!

Let us stiil receive of thine ;
In thy grace and beauty shine;
‘While for more on thee we call,
Thutt who fillest all in all,

Closely knit to thee our head,
Nourish'd and divinely fed ;
Let us daily growth receive,
More on thee our Jesus live.

And sinece we thy members are,
Cherish’d with thy kindest eare:
Of thy flesh and of thy bone,
Lov'd for ever as thine own,
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Move, and actuate, and guide;
Divers gifts to each divide ;
Placed aceording to thy will,
Let us each our work fulfil.

Never from our office move,
Needful to each other prove;
Use the grace on cach bestowed,
Tempered Ly the love of God.

Sweetly may we all agree,
Touched with softest sympathy,
Kindly for each other cure,
Every membor feel its share.

Wounded by the grief of one,
Now let all the members groan:
Honoured if one member is,

All partake the common Dlisa.

Many are we now in one,

We who Jesus have put on:
There is neither bend nor free,
Male nor female, Lovd, in thee.

Life divine hath all destroy'd,
Render'd ull distinctions void,
Names and sects and parties fall,
Thon, O Christ, art all in all.
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No, 3. DzaEMBER, 1344, Yor, L.

THE PROMISES TO HIM THAT
OVERCOMETH,
Rxv, ii., iil.

TaosE who belong to Christ are
gometimes spoken of, in seripture, in
their collective character, in refer-
ence to the body to which they be-
long ; sometimes they are spoken of
in their individual character, in re~
ference to their own personal respon-
sibility and blessing before the Lord.

In the addresses to the churches,
the promises are made fo the faithful

c
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indivitual, when many of those
around him who have been called to
this faithfulness, may have failed
therein.

The Lord would not suffer any
one to say that he was not able to
serve Him beeanse the church is in
such an evil state, or to make any
allowance for doing what was wrong
becaunse other people were doing so.
The Lord would have each individual
servant of Ilis to do what was pleas-
ing in His sight, though a second
person. could not be found to join
with him ; and the Lord would let
thet one faithful servant know that
he shall not lose the blessing of his
obedience because other people are
careless about theirs,

In the addresses to the ehurches,
whatever is said to the churches is
also said to any ome servant of Christ
—% He that hath an ear, let him hear
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what the 5Hpirit saith wunto the
churches.”

This place of individual obedi-
ence, a5 one of honour, and having
no hindrance #* to it at all, whatever
the failure of others may De, is thus
set before us in 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21,—
“But in a great house there are not
only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth; and
some to honour and some to disho-
nour. If a man, therefore, purge
himself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honowur, sanctified, and
meet for the master’s use, and pre-
pared unto every good work.”

We get the corporate assembly,

% While the prinetple of obedience is never .
lessened at all, the particular aets of obedi-
ence will of course depend on the will of
God in us, as to the circumstances we are
in, and the power we possess, as given to us
by Him,
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and also the single individual, noticed
here ; the one, in the “great house,”
with itz “wvessels ;7 the other in “a
man,” as “a vessel.”

The great house is in a bad state,
because some of its vessels are of
waood and of earth—vessels fo dis-
lLionour. What then is to become of
those who are vessels of gold and of
silver—vessels unto honour ¥ Has
their place of service been lost on
account of the evil of others? No.
«If a man purge himself from these,
lhe shall be a wvessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master’s
use, and prepared unto every good
work.”

The faithful servant of Christ
must purge himself from those that
are unfaithful, and he will continue
in service still. A man may con-
tinue a vessel unto honour, when
many of those with whom he had
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been asgociated are proved to be ves-
sels unto dighonour.

The holiness of the individual need
not be affected by the unholiness of
others, if he iz not a partaker in
their evil deeds ; for a man purging
himself from them shall be a “ sanc-
tified ” vessel,

A man does not cease to be a use-
ful vessel in the hands of Christ, be-
cause other men arc not so: he
shall be “ meet for the master’s use.”

Neither is & man so straifencd
that he can do but little for Christ,
because others do nothing for Him :
he may be “prepared unto every good
work.”

He that is faithful ag an individual,
in s time of general departure, will
have his portion with those that have
proved faithfulin happier and brighter
days. |

By comparing the visions in the
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last four chapters of the Revelation,
with the promiscs to him that over-
cometh, in the second and third chap-
ters, we see that the same things
which are the portion of sll the
saints, when gathered to the Loxd in
glory, are promises now to him that
overcometh, when those around him,
that have been gathered in the earth,
have failed.

In chap. xxii., after the vision of
the New Jerusalem in the preceding
chapter, there is “the tree of life,
which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every meonth ;
and the leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the mations.” This
tree of life is the suhject of promise
to him that overcometh :—%To him
that overcometh will I give to eat *

* The leaves of the tree will be for the

healing of the notions, but the fruif will be
eaten by hém that overcometh now.
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of the tree of life which iz in the
midst of the paradise of God.” Chap.
i, 7.

That which will be the common
portion of the saints in glory, is the
special promise to a faithful indivi-
dual now ; so that we should never
lose the sense of our blegsing because
of an unfaithful company in the earth,
but lift up our heads, as having it in
common with all the faithful above.

Neither should any servant of
Christ ever say that there was no
use in doing service for Christ, there
were so few to join; for (od has
joined him to that company of the
redeemed in heaven, before whom
hig service will be owned, though
now rejected among the unfaithfnl in
the earth.

In cbap. xx. there iz a viston of
those that are reigning with Christ ;
the parinkers of the first resurree-
tion, on whom the second death has
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no power. He that overcometh is
now led on to look for that day as
having this blessedness for his por-
tion (see chap. ii. 10, 11 ; ii. 21); for
the promises all look away from the
state of things in the earth to the
inheritance of the saints in glory.

In chap. xix. there is a vision of
the Lord going forth in His power
over the nations, followed by the ar-
mieg thatare in heaven. This glory
is now a promise to him that over-
cometh :—“ And he that overcometh,
and keepeth my works unto the end,
to him will T give power over the
nations; and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron; as the vessels of a
potter shall they be broken to shiv-
ers——even as L received of my ¥a-
ther.” Though he that overcometh
may now be very solitary in the
earth, he will be among the arraies
that are in heaven in that day.

In chap. xix, there is also a vision
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of the marriage of the Lamb, when
His wife has made herself ready :
and to her was granted that she
ghould be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white: and when the armies
that were in heaven followed Him
that sat on the horse, they too were
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
The white raiment of that day is the
subjeet of promise to him that over-
cormes in this day. ¢ He that over-
cometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment.”

In considering the blessing of him
that overcometh, and in looking at
him now as Christ’s servant in the
earth, we should know, that while he
is very individual as regards his own
title to blessing, yet that he is by no
means so as regards his association
in service ; for, first, he should not
Jjoin himself with evil people in the
serviee of Christ ; second, he should
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not separate himself from those that
are Christ’s, or overlook them,

The faithful servant should have
no part with those who hold the doc-
trine of Balaam, or the doctrine of
the Nicolaitanes, or with that woman
Jezebel, on the one hand ; but on
the other hand, he should have a
great concern for Christ’'s servants,
lest they should be seduced ; and he
should labour to strengthen the
things that remain, that are ready to
die. When people tell youn that there
is so much evil around that you could
not set things right, and that, there-
fore, it is useless to labour, you should
ook away to your Master in heaven,
and go on stedfast, namoveable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the
Lord ; forasmuch as you kpow that
your Jabour shall not be in vain in
the Lord.
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ON DISCIPLINE,
EOTES TAKEN AT A MEETING OF BRETHAEN IN
LONDON, JULY, 1841,
( Continued from puge 57.)

Tar thought of exercising diseipline
18 awful, when we remember what
we are ourselves—when weremember
that we are poor sinners, saved by
the merey of God,

Here I stand, as nothing in the
midst of thoge dear to the Lord; and
to talk of exercising discipline is sor-
rowful indeed.

There is only one thing to get out
of that feeling by, and that is the
prerogative of love, that minds not
any thing but the attainment of its
object.

In discipline-—the snbject matter is
righteousness, but what sets it going
is love.
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The character of discipline, as
Master, we bhave not at all. “ Whe
art thou that judgest another man’s
servant ! to his own master he
standeth or falleth.,” We find this
character of discipline in the Tord
Jesus Christ when he made a scourge
of small cords in the temple.

Digeipline is of two or three kinds
which have been ordinarily con-
founded.

We can admit of no principle of
voluntary association and preserva-
tive rules of on¢’s own, nothing but
the Spirit of God.

Asto the kinds of discipline, there
is the discipline of the Father ; the
discipline of the Son over his own
house; and the discipline of brethren.

The question in Matt. xviil. is one
of wrong done to a brother : it is not
said about the Church putiing him
out, but “Let him be unto thee, &e.”
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This may have been the case 23 to
the Church, but this is not its cha-
racter here, but “ Let him be unto
thee as an heathen man and a publi-
can”~_have nothing to do with him.
There is first a remonstrance in
righteousness, but the path is such
that he may not go out of the path
of grace.

There was the sin offering when
a person sinned against the com-
mandments of the Lord in things
which ought not to be done, and the
trespass-offering when a person com-
mitted a trespass against the Lord,
and lied unto his neighbour : this was
the case of a wrong done: he goes to
the individual to replace his brother,
and if he gaing him, it goes no foriher.

There are two other cases—the
discipline of the Father, and the dis-
cipline of the Son over his own
house.



72 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

It isa question in the discipline of
the Father, whether it comes under
a gathering of Cbristians at all, but
the individual exercise of care. It is
important that while we keep the
acting of the body clear, we should
allow the Holy Ghost all His liberty.
In the first of these kinds of disci-
pline there is the individual exercise
of the Spirit in the ministry of grace
and truilkk and the like, and not a
question of church discipline, If you
see a brother sin a sin that is not
unto death, you shall pray for him,
and it eomes not to be g guestion of
church discipline. Make yourself
ever so much the servant in this, yet
the principle of the Father must be
maintained—the father can make al-
Iowance for his child; we fail because
we do not like the trouble. If a
saint gets into trouhle, he is Christ’s
gheep, aud I am hound; in whatsoever
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way I can, to seek to get him out of
it ; this meeds the spirit of grace,
and seeking to bear the whole in
love on one’s own soul. The Father’s
discipline comes in for that which is
secret or may yet come out: and this
place too you ray take: if an clder
brother and seeing a younger in dan-
ger you may deal in this fatherly
care : but this is very distinet from
church discipline.

When you exercise fatherly disci-
pline, i assumes a communion with
God about the thing that the other
man has not.

The other kind of discipline is that
of Christ as a Son over his own
house. The case of Judas iz of great
value : this discipline does ot act
beyond that which is done : if there
is spirituality, evil cannot continue.
In the case of Judas, we find the
Lord’s personal grace overcoming
every thing.
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‘When the church takes up disci-
pline, it is on the ground of the sin
of the church in this. The church
is never in the place of exercising
discipline until the sin of the indivi-
dual becomes the sin of the church,
recognized as such. And so at Co-
rinth, the Apostle puts it on them
that they may confess the sin to be
theirs as well asthat of the man ; and
they must clear themselves in this
matiter. The conscience of the whole
chureh is foreed into cleanness in a
matter of which it is corporately
guilty.

Discipline ends the moment a per-
son is put out. “Do not ye judge
them that are within#”

A perzon staying away from com-
munion because another person is a
sinner, is excommunicating himself,

All discipline is restorative. When
the person 18 put out, there is an end
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of the case : the church says, I can
do 10 nore.

As to delivering a person to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, if any
one has energy of the Spirit to do
that! it is well. At Corinth it is
aposfolic energy in the church.

It is abomination to turn the church
of Christ into a court of justice.

Tfevil arises, instead of the chureh
havidg aright to put away, it is ebli-
ged to do go: and they are all to
prove that they have nothing to do
with the evil.

The Son commits the care of the
diaciples to the Holy Father; and
thig ig distinet from baving the house
in order, - The Father purges the
branches that they may bring forth
as much fruit as possible : but in the
ease of the Son over his own house,
it is not individual, but the house
kept clean.
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The great body of discipline is ex-
ercised to hinder excommunicaiion.
If any thing happens in one’s fanily;
it may be a wicked son is in if,—he
cannot be reclaimed, and he id cor-
rupting the family; whatcan be éone?
he may be so bad 2s to have fo be
put out, but this is the sorréw of
heart md the shame of the whale fa-
nily : they would not like to talk on
that subject, and others would refrain
from it to spare their feelings..

I Enow nothing sweeter than a
true-hearied pastor, who can bear
the whole burden of grief and ecare
of any soul, and deal with God about
it, and bring from God what will
meet it, caring for the flock, beeause
iti= the flock of Giod. But the moment
# man speaksof Ais flock, I could have
no confidence in him any longer.

As regards the nature of all this
discipline, the natnre of it all is
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priesily : and as the priest ate the
sgin-offering in the holy place, a per-
son. is incompetent to exercise disci-
plingj unless he can feel the sin as if
he committed it himgelf : otherwise
he will do mischief to himself in
dealing with it.

If one of the family would feel
trouble at a brother in the family
getting into evil, it is ten thousand
times more so in Christ. He is the
head of Tis body the church; He
bears it on His heart to draw out the
grace that will remedy it. If there
was, more priestly intercession we
should have many of these things
cleared up, but in this the church
fails.

There are certain blessed principles
which gurvive every disorder, “’That
which was from the beginning,” &e.

In John's gospel when Jesus sent
his disciples, e breathed on them
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and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.
And this was not in corporate cha-
racter, but the power of the Holy
Ghost in energy. Tsee no difference
beiwcen a remnant and any thing
else in this : it is only a question of
the energy of the Spirit.

The unanimity of ‘the body must
be to keep themselvesclean. If you
2o to exercise judgment you will get
it.

The Lozd keep us from ever acting
gave in grace.

( To be Continued. )

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM
BRETHREN IN THE LORD.
No.1.

Dublin, Nov. 1842.
T'uEe value our Lord put on the ser-
vice of the woman (Mark xiv.) who
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broke the box of costly cintment
{which those present said was waste,)
was insiructive to me at owr little
meeting last evening,

Sight said, Tt is waste, and good
ruight bave been done. He who saw
what they did not, calls it a good
work, and says that her little act is
to be spoken of for a memorial of
her, as far and wide as His own
blessed name should be heard of.

Plymouth, Dec. 1842,
May the Lord teach you, beloved,
more about Himself, and manifest
Himself to you increasingly. T find
it is not so hard to get instructed
in truoth—for the mind to appre-
hend it—but to learn God Himself,
in His ways in the truth, is an-
other thing, The one often puffs
up: the other always humbles.
“Thia is life eternal, to know Thee,
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the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent.”

The apostacy is working very sub-
tilly. Prophecy of the Lord’s com-
ing, and the heavenly calling of the
church, are, I believe, the two truths
that will sustain the souls of those
that are on Ilis side. And I never
see gtability in any who do not see

. those two parts of truth clearly.

Carbue, Dee. 1842,
Our little reading here has been 6th.
of Imke. Some of the observations.
—The Lord persecuted, therefore
prayed;—was about to add to Him-
gelf, therefore prayed. And surely
we have g deeper lesson in the Son
of God choosing the condition of de-
pendance to the glory of God, even
the Father, and for our building up—
teaching us dependance, whether we
have grace to choose it or not.
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Bath, Dec. 1842,

As dear Lady P, says in one of her
letters, “The scriptures are always
throwing us forward for happiness.”
Tt is so: and that forward is resur-
rection. That will interpret all—
that will perfect all. But we find it
hard to wait.

Eve was, under the hand of God,
getting ready only for Adam; so are
we nnder the forming power of the
Holy Ghost, to get ready only for
Christ.

And let us remember, if Eve be
forming for Adam, Adam is asleep
for Eve. Tt is but right she should
be getting ready only for him, for ke
is asleep only for her. She would
never know life and the joy and dig-
nity of companionship with him, but
for his death or deep sleep.
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William's Town, Dublin, Jan. 1843.

‘WE were reading the word this
morning, “Let your loins be girded
about and your lighis burning, &e.”
How gracious in our Lord and Mas-
ter to say to such as ure s0 occupied
upon s return, that He will gird
Himself, and make them to sit down
to meat, and will come forth and
Serve them.

Youghal, Jan. 1843.

It is a blessed privilege, when fully
realized by saints, that we can, al-
though so far distant from each other
in the body, yet be present with each
other in spirit, and that we can be
fellow-helpers together by prayer to
Ifim whose ears are ever open to the
prayers and supplications of those
who come to Him in the precious
name of Jesus.
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I would say to all my dear bre-
thren associated with you in Jesus
our Lord, Be of good cheer: He to
whom you belong has overcome the
world, and the victory by which you
will overcome, is by your faith in
Him. The world passeth away, and
the lust thereof; but he that doeth
the will of God, abideth for ever.

May we ever look to Him who
looks at us in the plenitude of His
love, and sustains us through ouwr
journeyings in thiz wilderness of sin
and sorrow, and prepares mansions
for us; that where He is, there we
may be also.

Plymouth, Jan, 1843.

Iz is a privilege to live, if the Lord
will graciously be pleased to use us
for the blessing of others. Now our
service will be in suffering : “tis truly
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the furnace now. The time for
the bright burning lamp is not yet
come. (Gen. xv.}

The mystery of iniguity is daily
developing itself; we see it becoming
very clearly manifested. If we Lad
been told of it beforehand, we should
marvel at the rapid manner in which
the principles of evil are now coming
out. It will make the path of Chris-
tians far more plain. The grosser
the darkness, the clearer the light
ghines, Tt is the light which detects
the darkness and makes it manifest.

Bath, Jan. 1843.

It is most blessed to trace the hand'
of God in all onr ways, and to be
again and again assured from eir-
cumstances as well as from the word,
that He is with vs and His good
hand upon us for good.
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O my brother, what a privilege it
is when we are in any way enabled
to wash the feet or comfort the heart
of any dear child of God—of one of
the humblest of His precious mem-
bers. We cannot add to Jesus’ own
person—to His glory or His comforts
in Iis own perfect person; but we
can gerve Him in His saints; and
this we are all privileged to do!
This is our sweet portion of scrvice,
Lere now to serve ome another, to
edify one another in love. Earnestly
should we pursue after that love
which never faileth, and then covet
earnestly the best gifts through which
that love may go forth in exercize
towards the brethren in Jesus.

The characteristic of the new man
is conseious weakness, looking confi-
dently for ministered help in every
path.

The characteristic of the flesh is,
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conscious strength or wisdom, ox
qualification for service; and there-
{ore it Iooketh not for help. O! may
the dear sainte seek unto God our
Father for the eonstant nourishment
of the new man, that it may grow up
and develope 1tse1f a8 g light in the
darkness.

George’s Town, Sept, 1844,
In regard to the house which David
built For HIMSELF, it is remarkable
that it was on the roof of this house
(the king’s house™) that he was
walking when he got into temptac
tion; and “AT THE TIME WHEN
KINGS GO FORTH TO BATTLE,” in-
stead of reposing in their houses.
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¢ Haring a deslre to depart and to be with Chreist, which ia
far betier?=Phil. i. .

*“We ere confident and willing rather to be absent fruw the
body, and to be present with the Lord.”~—2 Cor.v. 8.

LINES WRITTEN BY “AUNT MARY.”

0N HER TEMPOLANY DECOVIRY IN THE WANTER or 1842,

L
Jesus! my soul was on the wing
Outstreteh'd to come to Thee,
She struggled bard to locse the string
Of weak mortality.

II.

Her sails were sét, her deeks were clear
From earthly cares set free ;

She could resign without a tear
Her kindred friends for thee.

IIl.

She conld not’pray to tarry here,
So far away from Thee;

But pray'd, in humble, filial fear,
For heavenly liberty,
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v,
Now and again her hopes ran high,
In happy, joyous glee,
That svon her Inst and fleating sigh
Would waft her straight to Thee,
V.
Yet now it seems our Father's will
That this is not to be ;
Then, O my Lord | may I be still,
And Tive alone for Thee,
VI.
In sweet communion may we pass
Whatc’er my aumbers he,
It can’t be long® bLefore the pglass
Be all run out for me,

VIL
Till then, in humble faith I'd tread,
The path my Saviour trod,
And round those paths, in mercy, shed
‘Thy light, my Father God !
Vi,
Praise for the grace—the love-~the care—
Thou hast vouchsafed to me l—
And still aecept my humble prayer
And stay my soul on Thee.

* She fell asleep Augusl 20, 1343,
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A HYMN,

1.

Saviour, whom our hearts adore,
Come to bless our earth again,
Now assume the destined power,
Over all the nations reign :
Chist, the saint's desire and hope,
Sway supreme to thee is given;
Set the last great empire up,
Plant the dypasty of heaven.

II.

Where men thy commands have spurned,

And have made thy name profane,
Where the ruined world hath mourned

With the blood of millions slain—
Open there the healing scene,

Claim the tribes of earth as thine,
There thy reign of peace begin,

There display thy power divine.

L

Universul Saviour thou!
Able all the world to bless,
Lvery knee to thee shall bow,
Every tongue thy name confess :
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Nona shall in thy realm destroy,
‘War shall then be learnt no more
Saints shal} their great King enjoy,
And the prostrate world adore.

v.
Adarm then, *the second mman,’
Lord on a redeemed throne,
Shall with universal span
Take creation as his own:
All ereation shall arise
From its doleful bondage free,
Every creature ‘neath the skies
Triumphing, O Lord, in thee.

v.
Then the meaning of thy word
Shall in power be all revealed ;
With thy glorious knowledge, Lnrcl
Every climate shall be filled :
Then the expounded mystery
Wilt the Godhead’s glory prove,
Wide as merey’s boundless sea,
Deep as thine unfathemed love,

¢ For the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the
waters ¢over the sea.”—Hab. 1. 14.
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No. +. JANUARY, 1845, Vor. L.

JEST3, AS KING, COMING TO
JERUSALEM.
MarT. xXI0.

Ix many of the events recorded in
seripture, certain great prineciples, to
be shown out in times to come, are
exhibited.

It is so with many of the events
relating to our Lord Jesus Christ, as
recorded in the Gospels.

When He washed His disciples’
feet (John xiil), He gave a pattern

B
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of what He now is doing for us, while
He is in heaven,

When He came into Jerusalem, ag
King, He showed out, in some things,
principles that will be set up in power
wlhen He comes again.

At His first coming, when IHe took
the place of King, it was more in re-
ference to the place He wanld take
when He comes again. The people
would have given Him such a place,
but Ile refused it,—%“When Jesus
therefore perceived that they woald
come and take Him by foree, to make
Him 2 King, He departed again into
4 mountain Himself alone” {John vi.
15). He was horn King of the Jews
(Matt. ii. 2); and when He rode into
Jerusalemn, He showed Himself to
them. as such: but they crucified
their Ting,

It never was the purpose of God
at all that Christ should reien as
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King, without suffering for uvs; for
it was thus only He could be our
Saviour (Matt. xxvi 54, Luke xxiv.
26). -

As men in the fiesh were tried
under the faw, so Christ was born
King, and presented Himself to them
as such, but did so at the #ime when
He was going to Jerugalem to be
crucified.

As to His own person, the T.ord
Jesus Christ is now King ; while in
the dispensations of God, He has
not taken His kingdom yet.

In answer . to-the question of Pi-
late, * Art thou a king then 7" Jesus
answered, “ Thou sayest that T am a
king.” But while this is so as to Fis
person, when it was a question of His
kingdom, His words were, “ My king-
dom is not of this world : if my king-
dom: were of this world, then would
my_servants fight, that. I should not
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be delivered to the Jews; but now is
my kingdom not from hLence™ (John
xviii. 36)

Christ, is as the Nobleman who has
gone into a far country, to receive
for Himself' a kingdom, and to return
{Luke xix. 12).

When He comes and takes His
kingdom, all things will be subjected
unto Him. .

When IHe zent forth His diseiples
in character suited to this present
dispensation, He then told them that
men would deliver them up (see
Matt. x.). But when He connects
His disciples with Himself as Iing,
He then tells them that no opposition
will be given them in serving Him ;
they could then take the ass and the
colt, becauss the Lord had need of
them ; while in the ofher case, for
gimply giving their word of testi-
mony, they would be delivered up. |



JER8US, AS KING, ETCh 95

We now are serving our Master in
heaven, while ITis citizens hate Him
(Luke xix. 14), and while men dis-
allow Him (1 Pet. ii. 4); but we
wait for another day of service, when
every thing shall yield to Iis claim.

To us who are the children of the
day (1 Thess. v. 5), while the time
still is night (Rom. xiii, 12), yet to
us 2 time nol of darkness, but of
light, because we have a light shining
in a dark place (see 2 Pet. i 19)—to
us who are thus called, the strongest
claim for anything we have should
be, that the Lord has need of it

I the conduct of the disciples, we
have an impériant lesson too, In-
stead of ornamenting their own per-
sons with their clothes, they give
honour to Jesus with them. They
brought the ass and the colt, and put
-on them their clothes, and they set
Him thereon. It is very sweet sor-



96 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

viee for Christ, to glorify Him with
such habits and manners as we are
possessed  of, . instead . of reserving
them, to atiract notice to ourselves ;
and whatever honour God puts en
v, it is that we may honour Christ
with it : so it will be with all the ves
deemed “in glory.. . The f{our-and-
twenty elders do not assert their own
exaltation with their glorified . per-
song, but they “fall down before Him
that sat on the throne, and wor slnp
Him that liveth for ever and ever ;
and as to their crowns, instead of
using them fox their'own glory, “they
east their erowns before the throne,
saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honour and power;
for thou hast ereated all things, and
for thy. plmsme they are and were
created” (Rev. iv.).

.The contrast in this evil chy to the
blesseduess of that day, will be seen
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in him who will exalt himself (see
2 Thess. 1i.), and is seen in all those
who exalt themselves (see 2 Cor. xi.
13—20, 3 John 9).

While the cireumstances of the
disciples avound the person of the
Lord, give them a-more immediate
oppurtunity of honouring Him with
their clothes, by setting Him thereon,-
yet the very great multitnde in their
circnmstances, wse their opportunity
too, for < they spread their garments
in the way;” and in this we now
have our lesson also; for if we are
not in such circumstances as to give
glory to Christ according to the op-
portunity of others, yet are we al-
ways in circumstances to give Him
glory aeccording to the cpportunity
that may be peculiar to ourselves.

They also who cut down branches
from the trees, and strawed them in
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the way, werc fellow-helpers with
those who spread their garments in
the way ; for in heart they were all
united in giving glory to Christ.

They who are engaged in different
acts of service, may in the fullest sense
be working together, when with one
purpose to glorify God, they arc each
doing His will ; while on the other
hand, aman mwight even preach Christ,
and not be a fellow-worker with the
servants of Christ, if preschbing in
envy and strife.

The sons of Kohath carried the
vessels of the sauncivary, the sons of
Gershom carried the curtains, and the
sons of Merari the boards; and yet
all were helpers to each other in the
common work of bearing the Taber-
nacle.

If it is the work of the Lord we
are doing, and not our own work, we
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ghall fnd a fellow-helper in every
servant of Christ, who is in the spirit
doing the will of Christ.

These willing and combined ser-
vices of glory to Christ, are given in
acts, and also in words. These two
go together in the mind of God.
And so, the multitude that went be-
fore, and that followed eried, saying,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord ! Hosannsh in the
highest I

When any one, under the ordering
of the Spirit, utters words of praize,
thoge words will be according to the
mind of God as revealed in seripture.
Accordingly, the title here given to
Christ—“the Son of David "—and
the words,  Blessed is he that com-
eth in the name of the Lord,” had
been previously revealed in the serip-
ture, in the very conneetion in which
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they were used, We are not at li-
berty to use words as we please, even
the words of scripture, unless in the
ntellizence of the mind of God. "

: There is not » title given to God
and to Chrigt, that has not its suited
application ; and when we are led of
the Spirit, we shaill be led into com-
muanion with the mind of the Spirit,
in the use of Mis words.—* Which
things alse we speak, not in the words
avhich man'’s wisdom teucheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth.”

There is one-place noted here in a
very solemn way—the Temple of
Grod 1 the place of blessing, if God
is ‘owned in His temple; but the
place of judgment, if He iz not.

Tlhe direct claim that God has on
certain things, as reserving them en-
tirely to Himself, and not delegating
them to others, puts us under the most
.golemn responsibility.
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The tempiéi'?%a?j/wmpkcy‘" Gody
but they that so/dand they that bought
were hoth disowning Him in His own
temple, and hoth came wnder the judg-
ment of Christ. He cast out all them
that sold and bought in the temple.
He who sold made himsclf the un-
righteous giver ; and he who bought
owned him in that unrighteous place,
when he should have seen that God
was the gracious and free giver, and
have gone to Him alone in His house
of prayer. We dare not assume to
ourselves any place which belengs to
God alone, as reserving it exclusively
to Himself ; neither dave we to recog-
nize another in his assumption of th'u:
place. s
There arc others brought ,i’n in-
eontrast to those that sold an _,ﬂllo_s_e'- o
that bought ; and they ave thk-dlind
and the lime, who neither cou fl,,buy’
nor sell ; but when they found C‘hu
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in the temple, they entered at onee
and He healed them. They honoured
God in His temple, and carms to be
healed of Christ. As sellers they-
bad nothing to give ; as buyers, they
could not get what they needed;—
they were just fit for coming to Christ.

Others also are brought in in bles-
sing—though overlooked by the great
of this world—the children erying
in the temple, and saying, Hosannah
to the Son of David! The things
that are hid from the wise and pro-
dent are revealed unto babes.

‘When the chief priests and seribes
point at the children in displeasure,
and say, Hearest thou what these
say ? the Lord quietly says, ¢ Yea,”
and appeals to scripture.

Unbelieving astonishment and re-
bellions self-will show themselves
where there is ignorance of, and in-
subjection to, the sacred scriptures.
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Christ has to ask tbe chief priests
and scribes, “ Have YR never read,
out of the mouth of babes and suck-
lings thou hast perfected praise

If they had read, and understood,
and kept this word, there would have
been joy and thanksgiving, instead of
displeasure and complaint.

May we in all things show that
we have been taught of God.

ON SINGING.
No. 2.

I wourp notice a few things as to
singing at the meetings of brethren
in the Lord, eonnected with the com-
mon profit of all, and the glory of
the Lord in having melody ascend to
Him from many hearts.

‘When a brother gives out a hymn
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at a meeting, of course he should do
so that all the brethren may praise
the Lord in it. As it often happens,
in some places, that many have not
got books, ox are not able to read,
guech should be considered with spe-
cial sympathy when the praises of
the Lord are about to be sung ; and
therefore the practiee of giving out
two lines at o time is a geod one, as
the feliowship of thuse who do not
know the words may be thus aided.

Whoever raises the tune should do
so hoth in reference immediately to
the Lord, in praising His name, and
also i reference to the brethren, that
the Lord may be glovified in their
praises too ; and, therefore, it should
be so done, that none may be hin-
dered in joining, but rather be aided.

This of course puts responsibility
on some who may be competent for
this serviee.
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Those who have not got good na-
tural voices for singing, should not
thereby be hindered from joining in
the praises of the Lord, though anx-
ious net to disturb others by discord-
ant notes; and, at all events, they
should be anxious that melody should
be in their hearts to the Lord, as well
as in the hearts of others, who have
better natural voices ; but in no case
is there allowance for a saint being
negligent, when the praises of the
Lord are sung.

If the object of any was, to have
what is called good singing, without
reference to the united melody of the
hearts of all the saints, this would be
very awful, for there would be more
reference in it to the ear of the crea-
ture, thawn to the glory of the Lord.
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ON DISCIPLINE.

¥OTES TAKEN¥ AT A MEETING OF BRETIREX I¥
LONDON, JULY, 1841,

{ Concluded from page 78.)

Discipning among us iz grounded
on the Father’s dealing with His chil-
dren. He deals with His children
with reference to what is past, with
refercnee to what is present, or anti-
cipatively of evil, as preventing it.—
“TLest 1 should be exalted above
measure, there was given to me a
thern in the flesh” (2 Cor. xid. 7).
This is the most blessed—the least
grievous. We see not the evil—our
brethren see not the evil ; but the
Lord sees, and iv tender love would
kinder it.

In Numb. v., in the case of the
leper, manifest evil was put out; but
in the case of the woman that was
suspected only, the purifying water
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of the word is brought, and the result
is either froitfulness, or the discovery
in wnfraitfulness, that the suspicions
were ot without foundation.

The|validity of an act of discipline
depends on the conformity of it with
the mind of God.

Thg end of the Father's discipline
of His children is, that they might
be partakers of His holiness. Axe
we desiving this ? or merely to sepa-
rate from the individual because he
has brought reproach on ns ?

The Lord acts as a redeemer and
as a restorer.—*IJo restoreth my
soul” (Ps. xxiii.).

The Lord links His name with the
act of restoring poor erring sheep—
the sweetest act of His grace. He
redeems a sinner from his sins.  Ile
restores a saint from his negligences.

If Eli had been acting in disci-
pline, Shiloh would not have become
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the scene of the Lord’s displzasure. -

We cannot separate the fewst of the
Paschal lnmh {rom eating of thy unlea-
vened bread. If we Sepflra.t{. them,
it brings judgment.

We should never scparate ﬁ‘om any
because of different attainments. In
the house at Bethany, Martha, Mary,
and Lazarus,cach owned Jesus as Lord,
and by this the order of the house
was not disturbed. - The true order
is this, every soul amoeng us bowing
to the Lord Jesus.

. Beeause of the little love wo hm'e
for one another, we do not like disci-
pline, because we do not like trouble.

Wo see Paul as a father exhorting,
smd 0% A hurse chenshmnr (1 Thess.

7,1

We have nothmrr to do w1th Jud
ing motives. Motive may exXpress
jtself in act, ag in the case of -the
:young man who said, * Spealk to my
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brother, that he divide the inheritance
with me;” but with motive, a3 such,
God hag'to do. - Panl appeals to the
brethren as to his works, to God as
to Lis motives.

- He says, “ Ye were desr unto us.”
Affection among the saints is not suf-
ficiently eherished : it is the failure
in this thit malkes discipline difficult.

Holiness is scparating ourselves

from- ourselves, from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit.
" The :sous of Aaron eat of the
breast and shoulders of the ram. of
cons‘ecmtmn——they had communion
in the ﬂﬁecnons 'md powel of the
high, priest.

T we love a pereon, we are grati-
fied by any. little service we can do
him.

We are called mto ie]}owslnp w1th
Jesus, in His love a.nd care for His,
church.
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EXTRACTS OF LETITERS FROM
 BRETHEREN IN THE LORD.
No. 2.

Birklands, Feb. 1843.

Waar a blessing it is to the Chris-
tian, that he can in every thing give
thanks, both for himself and his
brethren.

If illness come upon them, we can
give thanks. If they are taken, we
can give thanks. If they are raised
up, we can give thanks. What
cheering words are these,—

«>Tis with the righteous well,
In time and to eternal days, &e."

It will always be storm and calm
to the end of our race here; and each
has its dangers, perhaps the latter the
most, because there is less suspicion
of them. After the calm, is sure to
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come fhe storm here; but the haven
will soon be gained, where there will
be one eternal calm—anot of indiffer-
ence, but the calm of unbroken joy—
“The rest that remaineth.”

“"The happy harbour of the saints,”
of which Jesus is the light and the
sun, whore the tempest’s heard no
more.

I hawe beard Little or nothing from
Ircland of late. In James Fitz-Ge-
rald T lost my dearest Irigh friend,
but I would not call him back,—
“Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lovd.”

—ra

Plymouth, Feb, 1843.
Max the Lord enlarge our hearts,
dear brother, that we may not con-
fine ourselves to our own little circles,
or cease to have fellowship with Iis
servants in their labours of love.
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Wherever ihe Spirit is  working,
there may we be in spirit also.

There have been several profitable
meetings for reading of seripture in
many parts of this country, and the
Lord Lias blessed them.

It has much struck me of late,
what & promise of bleéssing we find
in Rev. 1. to veading and hearing
read the Apocalypse; and yet, how
vniversally has it been looked at as
o sealed book, .which cannet. be un-
derstood ; and therefore other paris
" have been turned to instead of it.
We need steadiness of leart, to set
ourselves, as Daniel did, to under-
atand, and to wait on the Lord for
knowledge of His ways, as therem
made knowa.,

The great prineiples of Babylon
are being acted out now among the
great powers of "EBuvepe. Treaties
of commerce are now being made by,
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them, and the principles of the Mer-
chant eity are becoming visibie. May
the Lord keep us from them when
they would lead away from faithtul
love to Him. It iz love to IHimself
—+to His own blessed person—that
will enable us to confess a good con-
fession, and to hold fast His faith and
name.

It is but a Little while that we are
permitted the honour of eonfessing
the name of Jesus, May those who
corne after us, beloved, have to speak
of what they have heard from us, as
that which is the truth of God, and
not the lie of Satan.

Roscrea, Feb., 1843,
Tur words on the Revelation are
felt very precious. Looking at the
end, how greatis the contrast—* Her
‘gsmoke rose up for cver and ever”
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(Rev. xix. 3). “They shall reign
for ever and ever” (chap. xxii, 5).
And blessed is that, “ They shall see
His face.”

At the Iittle prayer-meeting this
evening we were refreshed, commit-
ting each other’s necessities to our
Lord, remembering also our brothers
and sisters in Demacrara, of whom we
would be glad to hear often, and that
they pray for us without ceasing.
May there be very much carefulness
wrought in us for His praise, and we
be kept in wisdomn from ourselves, to
give Him praise. Sweetis that word
also, “ And be ye thankful.”

Carhue, March 1843.

Panr of our little reading this morn-

ing, was 28th of Numbers. The

Lamb—the Lord’s offering by fire—
the gentleness and yet energy.

I would say to God, Let us in thy
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hand discern very plainly thai the
love iz thine and the holiness from
thee, and all will be well.

Plymouth, April 1843,
I erieve that God took up Israel in
the flesh, simply for the purpose of
manifesting by demonstration, that
“the flesh profiteth nothing.” An
Tsraelite was a man brought inte spe-
cial nearness to God, with the mani-
fested token of God's own presence
with him—with God’s laws for his
guidance, snd rich and blessed prom-
iseg from God to him: yet with all
these advantages, and all this nearness
to Glod, what was the result 7 Man
improved ?—No ! but God more dis-
henoured by him than by other men.
We come in at the close of ali
God’s dealings with man, when man
has been thus proved by God to be
ruined.
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* #_ Mareh, 1845,
Mgs, -— often hears from —, in ¥ % #,
He enquires for you. I think, from
his letters, he is in a far better siate
than of late, feeling deeply his ab-
sence from the saints, acknowledging
it was a departure from the Loxd,
and to the world. In such a state,
one feels interested about him, and
remetubers, with joy as to the past,
when he was a humble clerk, at £40
a-ycar : he now has £400 or £300
a-year, but mourns the loss of com-
1nunicIL

Nov. 2,
T rEASONED in my own mind, (as to
the extract T sent you), whether I
should send it or not; but on now
remembering that I did not pray for
guidance, I have no confidence that
in reasoning I got the mind of the
Lord.
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Roscrea, April, 1843._
IT is very precious fo see Grod’s dear
children growing in holy sympathy
and care for each ¢ other, and the praise
of ITig name. All this Satan labours
to preveat : but He who ever liveth,
ever loves His own ; and He, in IHis
grace and in His wisdom, safely keeps
and feeds all that are ITis.

London, May, 164?

Tre Lord has inclined some heavt to
put fifteen pounds into the missionary
box in our room of worship—a poor
brother, 1think, and his ail. Iknow
not what better fo do than to forward
it 40 you, for any wanig of the Lord’s
work or servants in your parts. You
will doubtless account to JTim for it,
and kindly write me a line o ac-
knowledge the safe arrival. :
+ 'We pray and praise for you often.
Our love to all the dear saints,


http://for.it
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Cork, May 1843
I aM sure the world is a great suare
to the belicver, and that saints are
ready to sink into it. Satan uses it
so strongly, as never, if he can, to
- let the christian be satisfied in having
food and raiment. The Lord alone
can keep the feet and hearts of Xlis
sainfs, We need fo watch and pray
that we enter not into temptation.
Carhue, June, 1843.
Tats is a season of much distress.
Not that we have worn out the pa-
tience of Him who overcomes evil
with good: yet surely the trials of
the wilderness are needful to hum-
bie, and to prove, if it be possible to
convinee us of, the dreadful evil of
the spirit of enmity in eur heart, only
to be restrained by God in the Holy
Spirit given through fzith, or God in
providence causing circumstances to
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gave 1s from evil, when we would re-
sist the gentle warnings of His love,

We read Psalm cix. I suppose
thesubject is judgment on the rejected
love of Jesus. But first, dear bro-
ther, it is the determination to praise
under all circumstances.

4th verse. ¥ suppose this love was
maintained through ITis Iife unhin-
dered and nnchanged by enmity, and
only sent Him to tell His sorrows to
His Father ; yet, when the time of
patience has passed, full consent, and
approbation of judgment.

30th verse. Yet great joy in the
midst of the family in the latter day.
So I suppose there ghall yet be joy
,over poor happy vedeemed ones of us
of the nations—you, dear brother,
aml me, and many another of every
colour, :

I dare say that the Lord wasnever
50 occupied with the Jew that the na-
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tiong were not near His heart, and
never 50 occupled with the nations
as to forpet the preciousness of the
dew. They and we shall see Him
both king of Jews :md king of na-
tiona.

We have boen 1'ead1nrr thlb mori-
ing, 1 Chron. xviii. ** Now after this”
&c. Full contentment. in God : Prayer
that God’s will may be done. - -

Yours, : alway, my dear brother
untit we meet here or in the prepn‘ul
place with Jusus Christ. -

Cme, Jaly, 184?

I cammot qay more. than that the
Lord’s grace is my sufficiency. Thave
indeed tasted of its excecding riches
towards me, and feel I much need
the prayers of saints, that I may con-
tinue in his goodness, manifesting up-
rightly weto others; according to the
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instruction in grace and truth which
He lhas dealt to me, how much e
has endured for me and frem me.

Praying that your own apprehen-
sions of Iis love may increasingly
comfort yon above every cirenmstance
of sickness or trial in this weak mor-
tal body, and krowing the sureness of
your revard from Him who is faith-
ful and faileth not, and to whom we
ean commit tho keeping of our hearts,
1 beg to remain,

Yours affectionately.

THE PILGRIM S SONG.

My rest is in heaven, muy rest is not here,

Then why should 1 tremble when trials ap-
pear?

Be husiy'd, my sad spirit, the worst that can
come,

But shortens thy journey and hasiens thee
home.
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It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,

Or fixing my bopes in a region like this:

T Yook for a eity which hands have not pil'd,
1 pant for a country by sin undefl’d.

The thorrn and the thistle around me may
grow,

T would not lie down upon roses below :

1 ask not a portion, I sezk not a rest,

Tilk 1 find it for ever on Jesus® breast.

If sorrows and dangers my progress oppose,

They only make heaven more sweet at the
close,

Come joy or come sorrow whate'er may he-
falt,

One hour with my God will make up for
1t all.

‘With a serip for the way, and a staff in my
hand,

T'1l march on in haste through the enemy's
land :

The road may be rough, but it cannot be
long,

I'll smooth it with hope and 11 cheer it
with song.
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Ko, 3. FEBRUARY, 1845. Yor. L.

NOTES OF LECTURES IN CORK;
Juxe, 1844, —No. 1.

SOLOMON.
2 CHRON. OHAPIERS I 10 VIL

Cuarrer . The mind in which this
servant of (God here takes the king-
dom, iz the great moral contradiction
to Adam. Tle shows the deepest de-
pendance on the Lord to whom the
kingdom belonged. Adam sought to
be as God and be lost the ownership
of Eden ; Solomon secks wisdom from
F



124 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

the Lord that he may guide the af-
fairs of the kingdom aright,

The great contrast is, Adam for-
gets the sopremacy of God in the
view of his own dignity; Solomon
forgets his dignity in the view of the
supremacy of the Lord. This was
Jjust as it ought to be; for the dig-
nity of Solomon was but to tell out
the goodness of Solomon’s Lord.

All this is the lovely picture of
what the kingdom will be in the days
of Christ. His second coming will
be but the full accomplishment of the
desire that prompted His first com-
ing, “Lo I come to do thy will O
God.” “I have glorified thee on the
earth.”

Verses 2 ¢0 6.  See here the wor-
shipping mind in which he enters
on the government of the kingdam,
The tabernacle of the Lord was at
(iibeon, but the ark was at Jerusa-
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lem. The brazen altar was before
the tabernacle : to this altar he goes,
and offers a thousand burnt offerings
upon it. And this tells how fully
Solemon understood his nothingness
in the presence of the blessed God.
So it was with Noah. When he
came forth from the ark, as Lord of
a new world, he offered his clean
beasts, thus owning that he took all
from the hand of the Lord; and
verse 7 tells us how fullty God un-
derstood and approved the mind of
His servant. “Im that night did
(zod appear unto Solomon, and said
unto him, Ask what I shall give thee.”
See the unlimited confidence He
puts in His servant—Ite can commit
Himgelf to the dosires of such an
one. ’Tis lovely to sce the blessed
God unveservedly ecommiiting Him-
self to one whose soul e sees right.
e says to Christ, *Ask of me, and
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I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritanee,” Ps. il.: alsoin P, xxxvii.
4, “Delight thyself alsoin the Lord ;
and He shall give thee the desirves of
thine heart.” Jesus calling to the
blind men said, “ What will ye that T
ghall do unto you.” Matt. xx. 32;
also to the disciples, “ Whatsoever ye
ghall ask the Father in my name, Le
will give it yow” John xvi. 23.

But does Solomon abuse this con-
fidence ! What does he ask 7 Wisdom.
For what end ? That he may judge
the people aright. He cails them
God’s people. Here then we see con-
fidence not abused but tnrred to the
right account. This is a lesson of
the decpest instruction to all the
Lord’s children. He makes known
Mis love to us. Fe seeks to estab-
lish confidenee. He makes us know
His ability and delight to bless us,
and then tells us to make our re-
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quests. And shall we abuse this
confidence by asking any thing to
consume it on our lusts? (James
iv. 8.) Burely not. The Spirit
that works this confidence in us, will
only lead us to ask what will glorify
the giver; for of Him and through
Him and to Hir are all things. Rom.
xl. 86. Thus did Solomon. Ie gets
his request with every other thing
needful added. Thus we see the mind
in which he enters on the kingdom.
Chapter ii. tells some further se-
crets. There is here no false huroil-
ity—~He takes all most willingly—
He arrays himself with all the royal
dignities of the kingdom. So it is
with the poor sinner. He knows no-
thing is too great or too good to take,
because nothing is too great or too
good for the Lord to give. A sinmer
may say, What amn I that I should
be pardoned ? what am I that ¥ should
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be made cne with Christ ? what am I
that T should say, I am a king and
Priest to God? This iz wretched un-
belief. Itappears to be humility, hut
it istherankest pride, Ttrefusestoown
that God has made me all this with-
oat any qualification in me except my
need. Unbelief doss God an injus-
tice not equalled by any thing else,
while faith does justice to His won-
drous goodness. So with Solomen.
He takes all from God, and returns
Him all the praise.

But why does he build the house ?
Iz it as though CGrod needed any thing ?
(Acts xvii. 25.) No! but as the wit-
ness of the contrary. Does he think
God can reside in swch a house?
why the very heaven of heavens
cannot confain 1lim! Here the ser-
vant locks at the greatness of the
Master—He views the gigantie di-
mensions of God, and every other
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thing falls into insignificance. Then
he sends to Hiram for timber. This

s=~tile Irine must contribute to the
glory of tIig nousc. Mhan we see

the lovely royal courtesies that pass
from the one to the other. Thus we
see snother sample of the kingdom,
Not only is the mind of the king in
perfect harmony with Jehovab—not
only are heaven and earth embracing
each other—but also the distant
parts of the earth returming each
others courtesics. What a contrast
to the present! and how should the
christian long for such a moment !
Chapter iii. This beautifully shows
that the house of the wilderness and
the house of the glory are substan-
tially the same. The site is the spot
wlere Abraham had long since vir-
tually offered up his dear Isaac, also
where David's sacrifice stayed the
plague, and caused the current of
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blessing to flow on. These two com-
bined, tell that the death of Jesus has

averted God’s judgment. and eowecd
TIi, somavy wHOW 10 us. This house

of the glory had its altar, its sacrifices,
and its mercy-seat. True the altar
was much larger than that in the ta-
bernacle, so are the offerings more
numercus ; 80 are the cherubims
more extended ; but let us remember
that it is the same mercy-geat. The
cherubins in the tabernacle contracted
their wings to the size of the ark,
whereas those extended their wings
from wall to wall..— At present the
church must concentrate its thonghts
upon the divine counsels lazid in the
ark ; but in the future we shall be
capacitated to take in the whole
range of God’s ways and works both
in heaven and earth.

The two pillars at the door—Ja-
chin and Boaz—told there was now
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both strength and stability, They
were no longer wanderers in the de-
sert, but guietly seitled at bome.
So will poor Jsrael find if in the end,
when the Lord will settle them in the
land, and give them rest for ever.
So also will the church know, when
it reaches its destination,

In chapter v. every thing is settled
inits place. The congregation, priests,
and levites are gathered together, and
they bring up the ark and set it in
its place. Then they all praise. Then
the glory fills the house, so that none
can gtand to minister but Selomon.
Here we have the Royal Priest and
King. This tells us the Melehisedee
character of our Lord in the days of
His kingdom.

In chopter vi. he turns and blesses
thewhole congregation : then he com-
mits the whole to the eare of Geod.

T chapter vii. the Lord answers
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by fire. All thig appened in a noted
month of the year, the seventh month.
It was the feast of tabernacles—all
rest and glovy.

Such has the church before it.

LETTER FROM LEONARD STRONG.

WAITTEN FROM ENGLAND TO DEMERARA,
IN OCTOBER 1542,

To the dear Brothers and Sisters in
Jesus whom I love in the truth, in
Demerare and Essequebo.

My mErovep BRETHREN aAND
SisTERS IN CHRIST,

Grace and peace be multiplied unto
you, from God our Father, and the
Lord Jesus Christ. This, beloved, is
the constant wish expressed by the
Holy Ghost through the apostles, for
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the saints, even the believers in Christ
Jesus ; therefore should it attract our
attention, and cause us to examine
ourselves, whether we do continually
experience and live in the power of
this grace and peace.

It is grace in God that gave His
Son for us, while we were yet sin-
ners. It is grace that has abounded
to cover all our sing with the bhlood
of Iis own Son—that has crucified
our old man with Christ, and quick-
ened us together with Christ, ruising
us up together, and making s sit to-
gether in heavenly places in Christ.
Yes, it is grace that has breathed
into our sonls the breath of o new
life, even the life that came down in
Jesns—that Jesus laid down as an
atonement—that He took up again
in resurrection, for us, and earried up
t0 God as our life, our new life, that
which every believer in Jesus re-
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ecives, and in the power of which he
walks with God. It is grace, then,
dear brothers and sisters, which hav-
ing abounded over our sins, and
caused us to live through righteous-
ness, now extends to all our need, and
every time of if. Tt ig only as we feel
weakness, poverty, emptiness, that
we can learn the fulness of grace ;
and continually is our heavenly Fa-
ther letting us into trying and diffi-
cult circumstances on purpose that
we may learn the power of His grace
to meet our trials, to snccour us in
our need, and bring us unharmed
through the fire. Be not therefore
cast down, Strengthen your feeble
knees. You are in the wilderness
on purpose that you may learn God
a3 the Glod of all grace. And re-
member the lesson tanght our beloved
brother and eompanion in trial, Paul,
who when he soughié to have his trial
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removed in persevering prayer, was
answered, No, 1t shall not he removed,
but. grace given you to overcome—
“ My grace is sufficient.” And mark
how Paul cheerfully submitted—
“ Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in mine infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Peace, dear brothers and sisters, is
eonsequent on grace : it is brought
to us through grace, and maintained
in us by grace. Josus brings peace
and maintains peace in the conscience.
FPeace with God must be maintained ;
we cannot do any thing without it ;
and pesce within Bows from peace
with God ; indeed, true peace within
is peace from God our Father, and
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The fvst word Jesus spoke when
coming to Ilis disciples was, “Teace
be unte you.” Pence within cannot
be where there is doubt or anxiety or
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care : therefore we are told to cast all
our care upon God—¢ Be careful for
nothing ;" ¢ Let the peace of God
rule in your hearts,” Dear brothers
and sisters, let us stand in grace, and
we shall wall in pegee,

It is now nearly six months since
we parted, and the time for the reve-
lation of Jesus Christis hastening on.
I have seen and worshipped with
many hundreds of God’s dear chil-
dren in England, and experienced
much brotherly love, and been pleased
and refreshed in spirit by seeing the
much love there is among the chris-
tians—how they receive one another
into their houses, greeting one ano-
ther as the dearest friends, though
unknown to ene another in face be«
fore.

¥ do hope it can be said of you as
of the Thessalonians, “But ag touch-
ing brotherly love, ye need not that
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I write unto you ; for ye yourselves
ave taught of God to love one ano-
ther.” Remember that every one
that loveth God will love the children
of God. O, dear brethren, it is love
to (God that we so much Ilack—vreal
love fo Glod/!—and it is to be in-
ereased by realising in our souls more
of His wondrous love to us—* Be- °
hold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us that we should
be called the sonz of Ged; therefore
the world knoweth us not, because it
knew Him not.” T hear of you con-
tinually, from dear Collier, or some
others of the dear brethren whom
God hath set among you for edifica-
tion and guidance in His word, and
promoting the comfortz of His love.
I hope you arve growing in grace and
in the knowledge of Jesus. I hope
you fully understand and feel that
your pardon, acceplance, and adoption
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as dear children, and heirship of
glory, are all seeure to you in Christ
—that it ig through faith in His
finished work that you are cleansed
from all gin, and brought into a new
standing before God in His resur-
rection. If you will read the 3rd,
4th, and 5th chapters of Romans, you
willthere perceive your perfect stand-
ing before God in the finished work
of Christ, before you can walk with
God, or bring forth the fruits of a
holy life. It is the blood of Christ
that has made atonement for your sin;
it is in the cobedience of Christ you
have righteousness ; it is in the grace
of being accepted in Christ, as per-
fect, before Grod, that you canstand by
faith and rejoice in the hope of glory.

Your power for fruithearing—
bringing forth the fruits of righteous-
ness—is another blessing reccived
through faith in Christ ; and this is
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set forth in the 6th and Tth chapters
of Romans, as conseguent on your
oneness with Christ in death and re-
surrection.

In your dying as to your flesh with
Christ on the evoss, you are become
dead to sin, to the law, and to the
world, Thus being dead with Christ,
we are set free by death ; and thus
thirough the death of Christ we ave
set free from all hindrances to fruit-
bearing ; and then through the re-
surrection of Christ and our rising in
Him, we are brought into the full
power of fruit-bearing unte God.
This is the newness of life in which
we walk. We are married to Him
who is raised from the dead, that we
shonld bring forth fruit unto God.
Thus being set free from sin by dying
with Christ, and made servants to
God through rising with Christ, we
have our fruit unto holiness, and the
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end eternal life. Now mark !—this
frujt-bearing unto God has nothing
to do with our pardoen, acceptance, or
adoption as children ; all this we have
at once through faith in what Christ
has done, receiving Him, believing
i FHs name; but it is the effect of
union with Christ—the fruit of sal-
vation by Christ.

But mark, dear brethren, the great
bleszing accompanying an obedient
wallg, &e.—diligent frult-bearing unto
God. Tt gives mueh glory unto the
Father {Jobn xv. 8) and manifests
vou as Christ's disciples indeed (John
viii, 81, 82), gets us power from the
Father (John xii. 25, 26), and brings
you into close communion with the
Father and the Son through the Holy
Ghost. It will bring you into expe-
rience of how Christ will manifest
Himsclf unio you and not unto the
world (John xiv. 21—23): and again,
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1t will bring you into the position of
recelving answers to prayer, aye, fo
have whatsoever ye ask, and make
you o great blessing to other saints,
in obtaining blessings temporal and
spivitual (John xv. 7, 16, 1 John iil.
22).  Again, I would remark that in
order to faithful service to God here
—in order to please Him in all things
—you must learn from the word what
is your relation to the world ardund
you, as o risen saint, and what is the
extent of blessing the world is to get
through us now. Tiis clear from the
word that we are but as witnesses to
the evil in the world and the judg-
ment coming upon it, and, like Noah,
to open a refuge for all who will flee
from the wrath to come. We are
only a first-fruits unto God—a ga-
thering out of all nations to be a
body for Christ, to be glovified and
admired when He comes.
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Now I do hope you all walk asholy
brethren, and partakers of the hea-
venly calling. I do hope youare not
seeking rest or pleasure or honour in
this world ; if you are, you are not
confessing to Christ. I do hope you
are not laying up treasure here, nor
seeking respectability or rank or high
things in this world that crucified
your Lord, T do hope that you are
walking in simple faith in Christ, and
love to one another—that you are not
choking the word with the earcs of
this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches. Beware of the Iove of money;
it is the root of all evil : if you covet
money, you will err or stray from the
faith ; and though you may be reco-
vered, you will pilerce yourselves
through with many sorrows.

Read the 5th, 6th, and 7th chap-
ters of Matthew, the 6th of Luke,
and 3rd of Philippians. Iemember
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the Lord.—Every disciple shall be as
his Master. Walk as He walked; since
“a3 He is, 50 are we in this world.”
Indeed, my dear brethren, cleave
close to the person of Jesus : know
Him ; love Him ; talk to Him; lean on
Him ; take all counsel with Hém. ‘The
constant sense of Hispresenceandlove
will banish from your hearts the lusts
of ather things, and make your hearts
burn within you with joy ungpeakable.

Y hope you are all seeking an in-
crease of the body by drawing sinners
out of the ruin around youw to your
Jesns. T hope you bear testimony to
all around of parden through faith
in the blood of Fesus. Beloved bre-
thren, God knows how my heart
yearns over you all in love~—how I
long to be with you all. I am only
fearful lest you should noi press on
toward the mark of your calling. I
have been led to boast of you here:
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God grant my boasting may not be
in vain. Remember the presence of
the Holy Ghost in each member of
Christ ; acknowledge Iis presence
also in the midst of your assemblies ;
and while you are delivered from the
error of suppesing a building of bricks
or of wood ecan be a house of God,
do not forget that ye are builded to-
gether as an habitation of God through
the Spirit.

T have written thus in a few words,
my dear prothers and sisters, just to
show youn of my love and prayers for
you. There are many prayers put
up for you all, and wherever T have
visited the gatherings of christions
in this country, they have asked me
to mect them one evening in the
week, solely for the purpose of telling
them of the Lord’s work in Deme-
rara ; and all here love you very
much. T hope you have greeted and
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received in much love the last dear

brothers who have, I trust, erc this

arrived among you-—dear brothers

Tweedy and Griffiths.

My love, my much love to you all,

dear brothers and sisters in the hope

of glory,
' Igreet you all at Peter’s Hall, in
Canal No. 3, at the Craig, at Supply,
Hyde Park, Glasgow, Berlyn, Renes-
teign, George Town, Taymouth Ma-
nor, Lowlands, Vietoria, and at Orange
Nassan,

Pray for me, dear brethren and
sigters, pray much for me. I will try
to pray for you. I do carnestly hope
the Lord will bring me out among
vou again, for His glory and our mu-
tual good.

And now helieve me your very af-
fectionate brother in the Lord,

LEONALD STRONG-
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ON GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE
OF CHRIST.

FROM NOIES OF A LEGTURE BY J. HUMPIIREYS,
LONDON, JULY, 1841.

Ix gpiritual attainment there is a dis-
tinction between the knowledge of
Christ’s work, and the knowledge of
His personal character.

It is a goestion if lack of power
in personal ministry and walk has
not been in having rested too much
in the work of Christ, and not going
on in further attainment of the know-
ledge of Christ,—* That T may know
Him.”

Our understandings have been too
much exercised, rather than our
hearts and our consciences.

‘While the Lord Jesus is at the right
hand of Ged, the saints, as made par-
takers of the divine nature, are left
to manifest God, and this in manifest-
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ing love. When we walk in love and

ma,m'l’-‘an lowoy, wo walk in (Fod and
manifest God. This is the way to
walk in the power of the cross—to
walk as He walked : his walk led to
the cross.

‘When our hearts and affections are
oceupied about the person of Christ,
then we are in blessing.

The church is always in danger
from the atmosphere of the character
of the world at any particular time:
this now is knowledge, and the anti-
dote to this is the personal character
of the Lord Jesus.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS TFROM
BRETHREN IN THE LORD.
No.3.

Plymouth, July 1843.
I received your letter of the 16th
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June, and was thankful to hear that
the Lord was etill sustaining wou
with life in the body for the help of
the gaints at Demerara.

We remember you frequently in
prayer whenever we look round the
world on those who are labouring in
distant places.

The saints are precious jewels In
the sight of Christ and of God;
and they are worth taking care of
for His name's sake. It is blossed
for us to have the habit of soul of
judging of every thing hers below
with the mind of God: noi only to
look on ihis wretched ruined world
which we see, but also fo look at the
saints too with the cye of God. If
we look at them as they appear, it
will cagt us down; but it is a joy
which we may have in fellowship
with Christ to think of them as He
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does, and watch over them as He does,
beeause they are His.

We need, beloved, to have our
souls strengthened for this, that we
donot faint and grow weary in well-
deing.

There i3, I think, a deepening of
the principles of trath in many souls,
which I am thankful for, and a pre-
paredness for suffering and trial more
than T once saw. DBut there is less
action without on the world than there
was.

Dublin, July 1843,
Tuis difference giruck me aday or two
gince.~Under the low the lst and
2nd commandment was, to love God
with all the heart, and the neighbour
a3 oneself, So said ihe Lord about
the law. Dut now we read as to
commandments, “And thig is His
commandment, that we should helieve
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on the name of His Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another as He gave us
commandment,” 1 John iii,

Under the law we were principally
commanded to love God, Under the
(ospel we are principally commanded
to know and believe that God loves
usg; for that is the same as believing
on the name of His Son.

Under the Law we were next com-
manded to own the claims and af-
fections of neighbourhood — vnder
the Grospel to own the claimg and af-
fections of brotherhood, or ““one an-
other,” as mysticully cne in Christ.
Bui it is the change in the first or
principal commandment which here
struck me.

Roserea, July 1543.

Ox the firet day of the week I came
into Mountmask as T M‘Donough
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wasreading thelatter partof John xiv.
Qur. brother in the Lord, Edward
Synge, said some preeicus words on
the coming glory in connection with,
“Let not your heart be troubled, I
go to prepare a place for yon.” This
we liave in union with Jesus, John
xvil. So is peace also in Him, and
fruitfulness to the Father, and love
to the saints, and joy. Chap. xiv. 27;
xv. 5, 12 xvi. 21, 22. All we need
we have in Jesus our Lord, and yet
we know but little the height and the
depth of the riches we have in Him.

We went on to Birr, still the Lord
keeping His little ones together for
blessing ; and it is precious when led
to pray always. There is nothing too
hard for the Lord as to difficulties in
connection with the blessing of His
saints.

May we commit every thing to
Him,
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At Syngefield at 8 o'clock, more
than I think usual were gathered.
The 26th of 1 Samuel was read. It
was remarked, The constant care of
the Lord over David His servant, and
the uncertain care of the world in
the place of Saul’s servant falling
asleep: this David rebuked; but a
deep sleep from the Lord was fallen
vpor them, Many more precious
things were remarked.

At our little prayer-meeting it was
on our hearts, that we might be kept
from sorrow that the Lord would not
have us to sorrow in, and from joy
that he would not have us to joy in.

Accept, dear brother, the unfeigned
love of all here,

‘We all desire our love in the bonds
of the truth to the dear snints who
are in Christ Jesus around youn. Pray
often for ug, .And may we all be
kept stedfast in the hope which He
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has given us, that when e comes
we shall be with Him.

Youghel, Aug. 1843,
I mave had considersble trials in va-
rious ways for some time sinee ; but
I have great reason to be thankful
ender all, for the sustaining hand of
the Lord, who has indeed been gra-
cious. One of my sons has been re-
moved {rom this vale of tears. He
returned from Malta in a delicate
state of heslth in January last, and
was in the hospital at Chatham, where
he departed this life on 31st March
last, I had every reasen to believe
he had been converfed on his first
going out to Malta; and a little before
hig decease T had written to him on
the state of his soul, in answer to
which his reply was, “My dear fa-
ther, do not be uneasy about me, for
I feel that my sins are pardoned in
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the precious blood of Jesus; and my
whole trust and hope is in Him.”
And again he said, O how good the
Lord has been to me! T have found
Iim my help in time of tromble.”
This testimony, my dear brother, was
most consoling to me, under this trial.
I may well say, How gracious thy
loving-kindnesses are, my God and
my Saviour.

All the dear saints desire to be re-
membered to you in muoch love in
cur dear Lord ; and we do all hope to
be often before the ibrone of grace
for you and our dear brethren in De-
merara,

To the brethren.

Be perfect, be of good comfort, be
of one mind, live in peace; and the
God of love and peace shall be with
you. The grace of our Loxd Jesus
Christ be with you.
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jo. G. MarcH, 1845, Yor I

EXPERIENCE IN THE WILDER-
NESS.

Nu. xx. 14 to xxr. 20,
Here we have the intelligence and
faith of the people of God shown in
iwo ways.

First, they wish to pass through
the land of Edom : they propose 1o
do noinjury ; and anything they may
require they will pay for : this Edom
refuses. How do they act then ?
Do they draw the sword? No.
Why ? Because God was in cove-
nant with Edom, Deut. ii. 5.

G
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The other enemy is Arad, the Ca-
naanite, chap. xxi. 1. He eomes out,
fights with Israel, and takes some of
them prisoners, Do they turn away
from him as they did from FEdom?
No; they vow a vow unto the Lord,
that if He will deliver them into their
hands, they will utterly destroy their
cities. Here we see their intelligence.

To make this plain, we must look
at these two enemies as representing
¢ivil power, and Satanic power. We
look inte the world—we see powers;
but they are ordained of God, Rom.
xiii. 'We look at Satan at the head
of all evil power, and we see thaf
(God has determined to destroy hoth
him and his works, Heb. ii. 14, I Joln
iii. 8.

‘We should then look at all evil
lusts in our own breasts, as this evil
that we are to destroy. The Lord
delivered the people into their hands.
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Next, they got discouraged because
of the way. If we look at our de-
liverance from Egypt rightly, we
shall esteem it salvation. True we
have left the land of onions, leeks,
garlick, and cucumbers ; but we Lave
also left the land of judgment; and
while we think of the joys beyend
the desert, we shall pass over it with
light hearts.

But they murmured. For this the
Lord plagued them with fiery ser-
pents. Mozes prays for them. Does
the Lord remove them at once? No.
If He had, they would have forgot-
ten it. But He always acts so as to
call the heart into exercise with I1im-
self. Heore the whole mystery of the
goapel is offered to our view. See
John iii. 14, 15.

After this they go on;—they got
nearer to the land,—their eye now
catches the fair and distant plains of
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the inheritance, How this must have
revived them after the toils of the
way! And as they get to the box-
ders of the land, what takes place?
A well springs up out of the earth]
This is the type of that joy that will
gpring up out of the earth in the days
of the kingdom. See Ps. Lxxxv.

THE FAITHFUL REMNANT.

NOTES TAKEN AT A MEETING OF BRETHREN IN
LONDON, JULY, 1841.

QUESTION.
How far doesg seripture show a faithful rem-
nant at the close of each dispensation, in
whom the Lord has proved His grace and
faithfuiness ¢ and what duty have weia
this respect ?
WEe must consider the meaning of
“ dispensation” as connected with
this question. I would define dispen-



THE FAYTHFUL REMNANT. 157

sation to be, any ordered arrange-
ment which God has set up inwhich
man has been tried and has failed
sinee his fall.

We must assume that man has al-
ready failed—that he is entirely good
for nothing—that he is entirely cast
out—Dbut all this to bring oot the
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

As dispensation, in the sense we
are considering it now, is not com-
nected with man in innocenece, so itis
not connected with promise ; becanse
simple promise rests on the faithful-
ness of God, not of man,

As regards a faithful remnant, it
looks not only to the close, but all
through, for failure was always imme-
diate : but there always was a faith-
ful remnant, by the life of God in
them, who owned Him. But this
wonld not exactly give us the object
of this question, as it has more inm-



158 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

mediate reference to the close of the
dispensation.

It is a very serious question ; it
presupposes that we ail feel that we
are al the close of this dispensation.
This should be weighed very seri-
ously before God.

Whenever we walk in conscience
before God, we shall find our path
simple.

This question also presupposes @
certain gathering ; at least a large
body of people standing in a certain
position before God.

The remnant did not sink with the
darkness : not only so, but the Lord,
who in the midst of judgment remem-
bers merey, has raised up testimony
against the darkness, and thiz in
grace : and the proper position of
the remnant toward those in dark-
ness, is grace. If there is failure in
this, God’s purpose in them hag failed
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as to testimony, and they will be set
agide—not of course ag to galvation,
bt as to testimony.

‘When the children of Israel made
the golden ealf and broke the cove-
nant, then Moses took the tabernacle
and pitched it without the eamp, afar
off from the camp, and called it the
tabernacle of the congregation. Jo-
ghuag, the captain of salvation, remains
with the tabernacle, but Moses goes
back into the camp, and in this is
pattern to us: but more of this here-
after.

Before the food there was no dis-
pensed order or system ; but His
Spirit strives with man.

It was not until after hiz fall that
Adam formally takes the headship of
Lis fallen family, though he was the
first Adam before his fall. So it is
that Christ, though the second Adam,
yet does not take His headship form-
ally until in resurrection.
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The new world is to be set up; but
intermediate from the flood to the
setting up of the new world, is the
scene of the dispensations.

Grod looks upon the earth, and com-
municates the result of looking on the
earth, hefore He sets His hand on it ;
and this e communicates to the
faithful in communion with God.
As with Abraham iz Sodom.

In looking at the end of a dispen-
sation, God never acts in judgment
until remedy is impossible. He sent
His messengers, rising up early and
sending them. Me never destroys
the work of His own hands until
remedy is impossible, Of course His
purpose never fails; and it is not thai
God did not know the end, but He
thus justifies Himself in His own
judgments.

At the starting peint aliisin bles-
sing, but failure instantly sets in, and
then the question of the faithful rew.-
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nant begins at once, distinet from the
corporate body. It is the question
of frithfulness in the midst of a dis-
pensed systern which haa failed.

In our dispensation failure did be-
gin at the time of the apostles : this
was great mercy to us, because we
get the seriptuve.

In the Epistle of John we read
that there were many antichrists. In
Jude, there were certain men erept
in upawares ; others went out be-
cause they were not of us. There
were corrupters present within, or
open hostility without. But the real
place of faithfulness was in the rem-
nant which judged the dispensaiion,
not in the dispensation which was
judged. This may need more spi-
ritual discernment in the prescnt
dispengation, because of the less tan-
gible form of it.

The moment I see a person setting
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up the corporate character of the
digpensation, that moment I see &
thing to be judged. The remnant
are found faithful where the system
ig unfaithful,

Herve prophecy comes in:—Dby a
prophet He brought them out of
Egypt. And here the spirit of grace
comes in i—the Lord Jesas Christ
wept over Jerusalem. This is the
spirit of grace ; and this is connected
with the spirit of intercession, “Lord,
how long ?°  This spirit of interces-
sion we findin Abraham, “Wilt thon
also destroy the righteous with the
wicked 7 he interceded for the city,
but the Lord avswered not in Abra-
ham’s way, bat in sparing Lot out of
the judged thing.

In the time of Uzziah, the spirit
of prophecy came in. This was the
necessity of the case.

In Ysaiah vi. First the glory comes
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in—and this the glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Sec John xii. 39, 41—
and the first thing in the prophet is
the consciousness of his own condi-
tion, “ Woe is me, for I am uvndone ;
becavse T am a wan of unclean lips.”

So it was also with Gideon, * Be-
hold, my family is poor in Manasseh,
and I am the least in my father's
Liouse.” The prophet cries, “ Woe is
me ["—not Tsrnel.  He confesser un-
clean lips—ihat there wus no right
teatimony; then his lips are touched,
and e pronounces judement upon
Isracl. But he cries, “T.ord, how
long 7  Xe knew that the Lord
would not cast off Ilis people, Then
in answer he is told that they should
veturn in the end. So it was with
Habakkak : he first complaing of the
evil of the peeple; then, when he iz
told that the Chaldeans shall come
upen them, he beging to intercede,
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becaunse of the wicked devouring the
man that iz more righteous than he.
And so it was with Moses—Blot me
out if you don’t spare your own pen-
ple. Though when he came down, he
executed terrible judgment when. the
remnant was separated.

At the close of the dispensation,
God sets aside what in grace and
mercy e lingered over; then the
remaant are called out into a place
of faithful testimony ; and this can-
not be shrunk from. This testimony
draws out enmity—not to go with
them says, They are wrong. Israel
eould not bearthe breaking down of
the corporate system.

‘Whenever we find the assertion of
the privileges of the dispensation
where we find the absence of the
moral power of them, there we find
the things to be judged.

The amount of grace and love in
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this testimony will never hinder the
enmity., Moses might say, “If thou
wilt forgive their sin ; and if not,
blot me, I pray thee, out of ihy book
which thou hast written.” And so
Paul might show that he loved them
as much as Moges, which T believe is
the meaning of that passage in Rom,
ix. Yet His name is blasphemed
among that people unto this day.

In the midst of the harass of soul,
because of the evil of corraption, reat
and quietness of spirit will be found
in grace. Mere abstract righteous-
ness will never give this.

When Moses identified God and
the people, then he interceded for the
people ;5 but when he enme down and
identified the glory of God with the
people, then he cot off the people.

The place where God spake to
Moses face to face, was in the taber-
nacle of the congregation, not in the
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mount, Joshua remained there, as
captain of salvation ; and every one
which sought the Lord went out unto
the tabernacle of the congregation,
which was without the camp. DBut
Moses turned again into the camp.
This it needs wonderful grace to be
able to do; to be able to go in the
rightecusness of communion with
God, into the place from whence the
people were called out, to gather peo-
ple out.

If any one asked him as to the
place he had without the camp, his
answer was, he had the Lord to speak
to him face to face.

The moment you separate righte-
ousness from the power of grace that
goes into the camp to gather people
out, then you get seetarianism-—self-
satisfaction, if not personally in the
evil.

_If talking to God face to face, do
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not be surprised if people in the camp
do not understand you. Dear with,
them. Never seek justification, in
ohe sense, in any thing. The moment
we are contented to be nothing, not
caring what character we get pro-
vided God’s character is untouched,
and if there is no one to justify, God
will justify. ’

When Miriam and Aaron spake
against Moses, the Lord came down
and vindieated him (Num, xii.). Se
Christ had no one here to declare His
generation,

THE AARONIC svp MELCHISEDEC
PRIESTIIOOD.

NOTES TAREN AT A MEETING OF BRETHREN IN
%LONDON, JuLY 1841,

) J. N. DARBY,
Tre Aaronical priesthood is provi-
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slonal for evil without reference to
Jjudgment.

In it we have purity, discerning
between good and evil, entering into
the holiest, intercession, and blessing
by virtue of sacrifice before Aaron
eame down. Lev. ix. 22.

This Christ is now, as to service,
while He is priest after the order of
Melchisedee.

We understand onr title to royalty
in Melchisedec, priest of the most
high God, pessessor of heaven and
earth; not merely the Ged of Israel
but the God of the whole earth,—
the gods of the Gentiles all set aside,
and the Lord Jesus the centre and
minister of all this blessing ; blessing
the people, and blessing God for the
people, not merely interceding for
sinnerg; though thie is the founda-
tion of the other.

But after all, we are not to con-
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siler the Melchisedec, in one sense,
higher than the Aaronic.

Ve are kings with DMelchisedec.
Thy King bhecomes priest: this is
perfeetion. Xt is mot, in one sense,
perfection, to have the Lord Jesus
Chris: interceding for our imperfee~
tion : hut our blessing is, to be asso-
ciated with Him in all His blessing.
He becomes Mediator to the earth of
blessing, speciaily to the Jews, but
to the whele earth.

As regards Aaronic priesthood,
we get another thing—present me-
diation for the church.

‘We must always bold these two
things, mediation and union.

Clhrist’s intercession for us is to
maintain our commurdon with God
in the righteousncss we are made in
Him.

Our union with Him i in resur-
rection; and ‘we are brought into
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conflict with the Canaanites becau%e
redeemed out of Egypt.

We were slaves of Pharoah,; but
are conguerors of the Cauaamte}

— ]
A. CAMPBELL. ;

As regards our Priesthood there
is hope-—the association of power
with graece. And this is the great-
est possible enjoyment of a soul horn
of God—the joy of distributing all
the bounties and blessings, which we
shall be the channels of communica-
ting to the world.

ON PUTTING AWAY THE GUILT
OF INNOCENT BLOOD.

DEUT. XXi.

Taere are two positions in which
people are found in reference to the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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st In the guilt of having cruci-
fied Him.

* 2ud In the blessing of Ilis being
crucified for them.

Christ is the innocent one who has
been slain in the fleld of thisworld,
“Though they found no cause of
denth in him, yet desired they Pilate
that he should be slain.”

From this guilt all the redeemed
are entirely set free. Instead of
Christ being crucified by them, they
are crucified with Him; and there-
fore they are identified with the
death of Christ as the appointment
of God for their salvation, instead of
being identified with the sin of man
in His rejection.

There are some things noted here
as to the peculiar position of those
who are themselves delivered from
the gnilt of having crucified Christ.
They are not supposed to be in that
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part of the world least inyolved
that guilt ; but to them the shameful
gpot is cloge at hand-—they are in fhe
city next unto the slain man.

We now, as Christians, are in the
world as in the place charged with
the guilt of baving crucified Christ ;
while we ourselves in the mercy of
God, are freed from that guilt.

The most notorions event in this
world’s history, in the estimate of
those who are the saints of God, is
that Christ was crucified in it.

If you are in this world ag having
in the system to which yon belong,
little rumour of Christ crucified by
wicked hands, then you belong not
to this city, for # 45 next unto the
slain man.

The chief event noticed in this
city, is that theinnoceniman was slain
elose to i, No part of the field is
worse in character than that part on
the borders of this city.
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The systems of this world have
very little notice taken in them, of
Chrisi being crucified by wicked
handsz ;—~to them it is as & thing done
at a distance, and it does nol concern,
them much: but not so with those
who are builded together for an hab-
itation of God; they are next unto
the siain man, and yet not guilty of
having sluin him,

Some of tlie most practical things
in reference to our place in this world,
arve noted here. I is @ rough valley
that iz netther eared nor sown.

They who are guilty of rejecting
Christ in this world, are a people
who lave expectations of getting
good from the world, which God
teaches Hiz own people that they can-
not get.

The people of this world snppese
it to be a fair and fruitful field for
sowing their expectations and reap-
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ing their reward: but they who con-
tinue in sach a state are among the
enemiegs of Christ. They who love
Christ are brought to take their place
in this world as in a rough valley, that
is neither cared nor sown.

The ordered systems of this world
find it the place of their exaltation
and glory; but to the people of God
it 15 @ rough wvalley,—its paths are
rugged, and -its scenes are humilia-
ting. It has not been eared-~mno
good has been got out of it. It bas
not been sown—no good for a pro-
ductive end has been set in it. Such
is the world to those that are identi-
fied with Cheist erucified. It is their
peaceful place and their guiltless
place in the sight of (God; and mis-
erable would it be to have it for the
more fertile scenes in identification
with the murderers.

To despise this rough valley that
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is neither eared nor sown, and in-
stoad thereof to ‘‘mind earthly things,”
is one of the characters of “#he ene-
mies of the eross of Christ,” See Phil.
iii, 18,

But the power of the cross is to
connect us with that rough valley in
all our ways; for by the cross of onr
Lord Jesus Christ the world is cru-
cified unto us, and we unto the world.”
Gal, vi. 14.

It was in this rough valley that
the elders* of the guiltless city were
identified with the death of the offer-
ing appointed of Grod, instead of being
identified with the murderers of the
jnnocent man whom wicked hands
had slain,

* In the elders of the city being brought
down, it is signified that the city is corpo-
rately puilfless, not merely individuals in
the eity.
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In thé cross of the Lord Jeésus
Churist hoth of these are combined.

In the cross is seen the innocent
man slain in the field of this world.

In the eross is also seen the offering
appointed of Grod through which there
is no charge of guilt for having cru-
cified Christ, while there is ever-
lasting salvation through Him who
was erucified.

These two things are marked by
Peter in his preaching on the day of
Pentecost. He tells them what man
had been doing in the crucifixion of
Clirist. . He also tells them what
God had been doing. “ Him being
delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have
erucified and slain.”

When their wicked hands crucified
Christ and slew Him, then the inno-
cent blood was shed in the field, but
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because of the determinate coungel
and foreknowledge of Grod, a provi-
sion for delivering from guilt was
then made.

‘When we are brought into the
rough valley which is neither eared
nor sown, we ars there associated
with Christ in Lis dissociation from
this world in its labour and its toil
As a type of this it was needful that
the heifer which was brought into
the rough valley should be one that
had nof been wrought with and that
had not drawn in the yoke. Such is
Christ to those who are delivered
from the guilt of having erucified
Him., They know Him as not being
of the world, The world would
have received Christ, if He joined
in forwarding the world’s works ; but
instead of this, he testified of it that
the works thereof were evil, and
therefore the world hated im. Bug
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it is in His dissociation from the
world’s works that the saints receive
Him, they themselves being brought
with Him into this dissociation.

When Peter wrote to the strangers
of the dispersion, who were taken
from among the worldly Jews, and
who kad crucified Christ, he does not
suy to them, “ Whom ye have taken
and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain ;” but he fells them that
they were “elect nccording to the
foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ.”

They no longer belonged to that
untoward generation, and they ceased
to be identified with its acts. When
they repented and were baptized, they
were changed from maun’s mind to
God’s mind, in reforence to Christ,
and were exhibited as identified with
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Christ in His death, as a thing which
was done for them in the mercy of
Gad, not by them in their own
wickedness,

Therve wasg a pattern of thiz in the
treatment of Jozeph at the hands of
hiz brethren. He first sets before
them what they had done, I am Ja-
geph your hrother, whom ye sold inte
Eevpt” e then leads them away
from what they had done to what
God had done: “Now therefore be
not grieved nor angry with yonrselves
that ye sold me hither, for God did
send me before you to preserve life.”
Bes Gren. xiv. 1—135.

Az to their own act In erueifying
Christ, they knew not what they did,
Luke xxiil. 3% ; it was through ig-
norance they did it, Aatsiii. 17. But
God leads the redeemed into Lnow-
ledge and full participation with what
Ile did, and with all its glorious re~
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sults, and dissociates them {rom the
other,

Such is His workmanship in grace
and love in Christ Jesus.

O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God !
how unsearchable are Iis judgments,
and His ways past finding out ! For
who hath known the mind of the
Lord ? or who hath been His coun-
sellor ? or who hath first given to
Him, and it shall be recompensed unto
him again ? for of Him and through
Him and to Him are all things: to
whom be glory for ever, Amen.

ON THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS,

TIIE FOUR LIVING CREATURES.
REY, IV.

In the twenty-four elders are the
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emblems of dignity, and in the four
living creatures* are the emblems of
power.

In thiz vision we are shown the
use which the elders make of their
dignity, and the use which the living
ercatures make of their power; and
in this, the light of that day of which
we now are the children shines on
our path as the servants of Christ.

In the twenty-four elders arve the
emblems of dignity—they are sitting
on thrones 4+ round about the throne,
they are clothed in white raiment,

* The word here franslated “ beasts,” i
the same word as that properly translated
* living crcaturcs,” in BEzck.i. Ii is not
the same word as that translated « beast”
in chap. xiil. Nor docs it signify 2 beast in
the same sense.

f The word here translated “seats” ia
the same word as that which in the same
verse i3 translated * throne,”
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and they have on their heads erowns
of gold. Such is their roya.l dig-
nity.

In the four living creaturcs are the
emblems of power—they are full of
eyes before and behind ; they have
ability to look forward at things to
come, or to look back at things past.
One is seen like a lion in strength,
another like an cagle in speed. They
each had six wings, and they were
full of eyes within. Such were their
emblems of power,

But what use do the elders make
of their dignity ? and what use do
the living ecreatures make of their
power ?

The twenty-four elders cause their
thrones 1o minister to the supreme
glory of the throne round about
which theirs are set, because they

fall wpon their faces before Him that
sat upon it
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The translators do not appear to
have perceived this, and therelore, in
their own wisdom, they took from
the glory given to the saints, lest it
might interfore with the glory of
God ; ; and so they said there were
seats (not thrones) round about the
throne. So it iz with many now.

As the eldérs, by falling on their
faces, give ploo{‘ that there is no
S(Jj-c\altw.tmn in their thrones, so
also with their crowns—they cast
their erowns before the throne, and
thus they manifest an entire renun-
cintion of self, saying, *“ Thou art
worthy,” &e.

So it iz also with the living crea-
tures as to their power, “ They rest
not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, which was,
and s, and is to come 1*

Theilr work Is incessant— they rest
nof day and night; yet they talk not
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of their own power, but of the Lord
God Almighty.

They lose sight of themselves in
the presence of Him whe is Almighty.

A HYMN.

1 Puras forward znd fent not, the billows may roll,
But the powes of Jesus their rage can control 3
Though waves cige in anger thelt tamalts shall cease,
Oue ward of Hia hidding shull hush them to pence.

2 Press forward and fear not, the! trial be near,
The Lord 1s oar refuge; whom then shail we fear?
A1is staff 1s oar comfore, cur safeguard His rod,
‘Then Iet ns be stedfust and trest in oor God.

3 Press forward and fear not, be strong in the Lovd,
In the ponr of His promise, the truth of His word;
Through the sen and the deacrt our pathway niay tesd,
But He who hath sav’d us will seve 1o the end.

4 Then forward and fear not, we'll speed an oer way,
Why should we e’er ahrink (rom ovr path Sa dismay?
We truad but the road which onr leader has trod,
Then lgt us pross forward and trugt in cur Goed,
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Ne. 7. AFR1L, 1845. Vou, L.

TIIE YEAR OF JUBILEE.
LEV. XX¥.

THE purpose of God is, that all the
bitier consequences of sin should be
removed, aswell ag the sin itself for-
given, and that all this, in His Jove,
should be accomplished by the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The saints now stand in the for-
giveness of sing as typified in the day
of atonement, while they also stand
in other blessings oo ; but we wait
for further deliverances in the grace

H



186G SIMULE THEIMONY.

that is to be bronght to us at the re-
velation of Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. 1. 15,
This was foreshown in the year of
Juhilee.

There are many of the consequences
of sin {rom which the saints will not
be delivered while in the bedy, until
the Lord Jesus Christ comes back
from heaven ; bt we now have re-
demption throngh His blood, the for-
giveness of sins, and all the other
blessings are made sure to us in Hinu:
but we have need of patience for a
little while.

The imimediate blessings of the day
of atonement are now enjoyed hy us,
before the further blessings of the
year of jubilee come in, though these
too are enjoyed in communion, in
faith and hope, and in the earnest of
the Spivit; but there arve blessings
eonnected with posscasion and family,
an sleo in deliverance from poverty
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and bondage, for which we wait until
the trump of Ged, at the coming of
the Lord.

But all those further blessings of
the year of jubilee flow from the for-
giveness of sins on the day of atone-
ment, and so it was on the day of
atonement that the year of jubilee
began.®*  The blessings of the day
of glory, as well as the blessings of
the day of grace, are all traced up to

* On the day of atonement, as unfolded
in Lev. xvi.,, the house of Aaron came at
once into the blessings of it, when the priest
went in and sprinkled the blood of the bul-
lock ; buié all the congregation of Israel did
not until the priest came 0. We now, na
typified by the house of Aaron, are in pre-
sent acceptance and forgiveness; but all
Israe! will net be so until the coming of
Clwist. It is in that day that a fountain
shall be openad to the house of David and
te the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and
for uncleanness.
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the offering of Christ as a sacrifice
for onr gins,

It is with this testimony that the
gervants of Christ meet the many
antichrists of this evil day. ITe is
an antichrist whe declares that bles-
sing can come to this sinful world by
any but by Christ, who alone wmade
snel an offering for sin as cculd he
pleasing unte God, and which He
could righteously own in the removal
of the curse and the bringing in of
all blessing.

While the principles of the year of
Jjubilee have their particular applica-
tion to the deliverance of the Jew,
and also their application to the deli-
verance of the saints, yet they also
extend beyond these to ¢ ke restitu-
tion of all things.”

The year of jubilee was specially
marked by its being a year of vest.
While cvery seventh day was a doy
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of rest, and while every seventh year
was a year of rest, yet the jubilee
went beyond them all in a more pezr-
fect exhibition of the rest that re-
maing ; and it was a seventh seventh
year—a seventh year of rest—as
marking perfection beyond any of
them, It entered into the eighth
year also-—the fiftieth year being an
eighth year—as marking “ all things
new.” Hec Rev. xxd. 5

While in the circumstancos of thig
groaning creation, we are subject to
trouble and toil; bat there remain-
eth a rest to the people of God, when
the blessing of all around will be so
fiell that it will only need to be en-
joyed—nothing evil being there to
toil against,nothing good being wanted
to toil for, ihe one being all gone, the
other being all at hand,

Wheu the trumpet of the jubilee
was sounded, they were to proclaim
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liverty throughout all the land
Thongh we now have our present
blessing in the liberty wherewith
Christ has made us free, and as the
sons of God have received the spirit
of adoption, not the spirit of bondage,
vet we are waiting until the coming
of the Lord for *the glorious liberty
of the ehildren of God.” See Rom.
vill. 15—28. Now while in this
body we groan, being burdencd ; but
at the coming of Christ we shall be
delivered from the paintul pressure
of every burden that could ever cause
a groan, and there will be all gladness
and joy, and sorrow and mourning
shall flee away. Creation shall be
delivered from the bondage of cor-
ruption, all the servitude of sin being
done away by Clirist,

And it is not only that the coming
of the Lord has in it a future deli-
verance, but in the prospect of His
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coming there is a present lessening of
the severity of trizl. The importance
of present things sinks under the
power of that word, *The coming of
the Lord draweth nigh.”

e who considered the vear of jn-
bilee to be far off at the time when it
was nigh at hand, would from this
very thing De the oppressor of his
brethren 3 because in his dealings
with them he would estimnte present
things more than it was Deet and
right to do; and therefore the com-
mand was, “IF thon sell ought unto
thy neighbour, or buyest ouglt of thy
neighbour’s hand, ye shall not oppress
one another.  According to the num-
ber of years after the jubilee thou
shalt buy of thy neighbour, and ac-
cording unto the mamber of years, of
the fruita he shall sell unto thee: ae-
cording io the maltitude of years thou
shalt incresse the price thercof, and
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according 1o the fewness of years
thou shalt diminish the price of it;
for according to the number of the
years of the fruits doth he sell unto
thee. Ye shall not therefore oppress
one another; but thou shalt fear thy
God, for I am the Lord your God.”

Whether we be the buyers or the
sellers, the receivers or the givers,
there will be o lezsening of the esti-
mate of present things as the coming
of the Lord is seen to draw nigh;
and this among brethren is essential
to their not oppressing one another.
It was that servant that said in his
heart, My Lord delayeth His com-
ing,” that also began to beat the men-
servants and matdens, and to cat and
drink, and to be dronken.

The Lord being at hand and Tig
eoming guickly, necessarily lessens
the value of those present things that
slhall be done away at His coming.
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And oppression is the consequence of
giving them a value which they do
not possess; this false value being
the resnlt of not considering that the
day approacheth,

If in dealing with our brethren we
congider that the Lord will soon come
to set them free from their difficul-
ties, wo shall curselves be more gra-
cious, tender, and gentle in the way
of exereising avy present deliverance
wlich the Lord may enable us to give.

In ver. 23 wo see the ground of
the abiding security of the portion of
the redeemed—thas the Lord reserves
ITis own title to it, and thus secures
it for them for ever.—“The land
ghall not be s0ld {or ever, for the land
is mine; for ye are strungers mnd
sojourners with me.” If the land
was theirs, not His, then they would
lose it ; but He kept it to Himself,
and thus sccured it for them, And
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so the king of Assyria may fill the
breadth of the land, yet it is not his
land, but “thy land,- O Immanuel.”
See Is. vill,  And Decause the gifis
and calling of (God are without re-
pentance, the land once given is finally
restored, and wnch more than res-
tored. Ifvery power that maintaing
a possegsion om any ground save the
purpose of God to have it so, must
be set aside, that the promises of God
may be all yea and amen to those to
whom they are given in Christ. This
applies to all things both in heaven
and in earth.

The pracious provisions of the
year of jubilee were specially ordered
for the relief of a poor brother. As
the year of jubilee was nearer at hand,
g0 the trials of the poor brotheriwere
more easily met ; but when the year
of jubilee was come, then his deliver-
ance was immediate and complete.



THE YEAR OF JUDILEE. 165

We are called into communion with
the Lord in the deliverance He will
give in the day of Mis appearing,
that our sympathies may be drawn
ouk, and cur power exercised toward
a poor hrother, according to the sume
grage,

There are many troubles under
whicha beltever groans,which, thoagh
they arc nof in themselves sins, yet
are the consequences of sin, and
while the sin ix forgiven these conse-
guences of sin continue, and often-
times as long as we are in the body ;
but the coming of the Lord will set
us free from them all.  In the history
of David there are remarkable in-
stances of this, but in our own histo-
rics we may find them ioo.

In looking at Isracl we seo blessings
forfeited by them, in which they can
never be reinstated until the coming
of Christ.

In looking at creation we see po-
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verty and migery, which never can
be removed until the coming of
Christ ; and for ourselves, while in
the body now, our place is one of
suffering and greaning, while the re-
demption of the hody will not be un-
til the Lowd IHimself shall descend
from heaven.

Buat while this is so generally, it is
also so in a speeial way in individual
and particular eases; for while the
promise is that the diligent soul shall
be made fat, there is also o leanness
of soul from grieving the Holy Spirit
of od, and from neglecting the word
of God—the needful stay of every
saint~—the word by which we live
and by which we grow.

Bui from whatever cause the po-
verty has arisen, the poverty itself
becomes the occasion of sympathy,
when the sufferer i3 an object of sym-
pailiy with the Lord.

While the Leord iz very righteous
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in Mis disallowance of all evil, yoet in
dealing with the poverty that may he
the consequence of that evil, lie is
very tender and rich in grace.

There are four aspects of the poor
brother in this chapler :—

1st, If he waxed poor, and sold
some of his possession ; the labour of
love in this case is, to get him back
his possession,

2nd, If he wazed poor and fell
into decay, then he was to be velieved.

3rd, If he waxed poor and be sold
unto thee, then thou shalt not compel
him to serve as a bond-servant, and
thou shalt not rule over him with ri-
pour, and his serviee cannot last lon-
ger than the year of jubiles,

4th, Tf he wax poor and gell Lim-
self to a stranger, let him he redeemed
again, if he or any of his family can
do so : but the stranger shall not role
with rigour over him én thy sight.
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There are limits to the oppression of
the children of God by any strange
power, and there are abiding liberties
given them in the Lord that no stran-
ger ean be allowed to intermeddle
with ; and if so, their brethren must
righteously interfere, and not suffer
it to be so. There is a freedom for
the spirit of a saint that no stranger
should be allowed to restrain. There
is the liberty wherewith Christ has
made us free, and which no power in
heaven or in earth should be allowed
to make the least infringement on.
There are other liberties which may
now for a season Dbe forfeited, but
these too shall soon be regained, and
much more than regained.

TYet a little while, and he that shall
come will eome, and will not tarry.
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The following are extracls from re-
marks made at @ meeting of bre-
thren in George Town, Demerara,
on Dee. 26, 1844 ; when the year
of Jubtlee was the subject for con-
sideration,

LEONARD 8TRONG.

WEe know that the Lord took up Js-
rael in order by them te reveal Tlis
ways and acts, and to show out s
further purposss in shadows of good
things to come,

We know that we are called into
Jesus and that it is our privilege to
know the purposes of God. “Hav-
ing made known unto us the mystery
of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself; that in the dispensation of
the fulness of times, He might gather
together in one all things in Christ,
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both which are in heaven, and which
are on carth; even in ITim in whowm
also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated according to the
purpose of Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own
will.” Eph. 1. 9—11.

The Holy Ghost is our teacher,
and we need to learn from the word,

We must get God’s mind as to
present things and future things in
order to walk right in present things,

God took up Israel as a royal na-
tion, but ITe hiad other higher pur-
poscs for us, as a royal nation, we
Lave liberty throngh the atonement
for sin. We Lave no liberty through
giv, but hondage and misery.  The
first thing for a man to sec is, that
the binod has made an atonement for
sin, Tev. xvi. Afier Aaren had
made an end of reconeiling the holy
place, and the tabernacle of the con-
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grezation, and the altar, w
seape-poat that was reserved
forward, that Jsrael might
an gtonement had been made,
is accomplished before the land can
get liberty. No blessing is enjoyed
Tt by atonement. Christ las bought
the field or the land.

God always has is mind on rest.
God looks down and sees all the op-
pression.  He looks on our markeis
and on our stores, and marks all the
evil there, while TTis mind is filled
with His graeious purposes of giving
creation rest from the disorder sin
has brought in.

The laud was to pet a sabbath.
We are here called back to the curse
pronounced on the g:'ound, “Cursed
is the ground for thy sake.”

We should not. ha.ve the thought
that all the things of” the earth are
necessarily bad \\% “should look

i
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forward to see how beautiful all will
be, by and bye, when there shall be
no more death and no more curse,
when tears gliall be wiped away from
off all faces. See Rev. xxi. 4, xxi. 3,
Is. xxv, 8.

We should not be always buried in
the circumstances of the fall, but look
up to Jesus, and see the deliverance
that is coming.

‘We never know how to appreciate
the atonement unless we are happy in
Jesus. The atonement has pot had
its full effect if you only say, “O1 T
am not to go hell,” and then go on in
the world.

All things are in confusion through
man, but God will set all to right
again.

We are called into fellowship with
God. We are to have large thoughts
of the futare, the new heavens and
the new earth.
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Any thing 2 saini has, he should
hold it as in redemption. The saint
is rich that holds what e has with
the Lord. Toor is that man that has
his possessions only from the earth,
The year of Jubilee will strip lim of
1t all.

Man was made to have possessions ;
and when in the cross we lay down
our flesh, and take new life in Christ,
there we have possession, riches, and
family love that never ends. In the
Father’s house there are all the fam-
ily associations—an elder brother
with brethren dwelling in  love.
Lvery thing now is marred and
gpoiled through sin. Troubles arise
in families, death divides, and sin
spoils all.

I was struck with the way a poor
brother might he redeemed, in verse
49. We have a kinsman-redeemer
Jesus, Tam not able to redeem my-
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gelf, T look to Him. We have ro-
demption by price and by power.
There was the blood of the lamb by
which Tsracl wasg saved in Egypt
and the power that divided the sea,
and brought them safcly throngh.
Buppose you have waxen poor in
the things of God, you must go to
your kinsman-redeemer. How do
saints often wax poor by thinking
toe much about the land and earthly
things! these are not your riches.
You. zo then to Jesuy, and you con-
fess yomr foolishness, and geb the en-
joyment of your true possession.
The blessings of the year of jubi-
lee are for the redeemed—Giod’s poe-
ple; they are the poor-—showing
them that whatever bonduge they
were in, they would le delivered
from it at the year of jubilee. Dut
the heathen, if bondmen before,
would be so afier. They who bave
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not come fto Jesns, but keep back
from Christ becanse they like liberty
to commit sin, do not know that they
are in bondage to Satan.

WILLIAM MORDAY.

[ Our beloved brother, William Movdal, slept
in Jesus in o forinight after his testbnony
in the following remarks.]

How iz it that we are poor who have

such rich blessing ?  Ts it not be-

canse we are 80 slow {o enter into all
that God has promised vs ?  Joshua
said to the children of Isracl, How
long are ye slack to go to possess the
land which the Lord God of your
fathers hath given yon? And how
is it, dear brethren, you are so slack
in enteving into the Dblessings—the
riches in Christ—which our living

God has given ns ? The Holy Ghost

speaks in the strongest way, “He
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that spared noi His own Son, but de-
Livered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us
all things.” How often we find prin-
ciplesbroughtoutclearly, and brought
out in teaching, and then aftcrwards
the persong are so poor ! How is it
then that when the very words are
in onr mouth, that we will set value
upon things that perish, that must go
out in the jubilee 7  Is it the thought
that the day is some distance off ?
If to-morrow we sot our hearts more
omlittle things than we do to-day, let
us look well and examine our hearts.
and see why it is so. See 2 Pet. iii.
10, 11,

Riches make to themselves wings
and fly away. How often have I
thought of that! As soon as you
think you have them in your grasp
they are gone.



THE YEAR OF JUBILEE. 207

CHARLES H. AVELINE.
I wourp say a few words ag to the
brother who s waxen poor. There
ig deliverance in God : all that is in
the hands of man fails.

Many Christians have sold them-
selves unto their brethren to lord it
over them. They waxed poor—they
knew but little—and they gave them-
selves up to those who they thought
had more knowledge. If we have a
litile more light, and have freedom,
we should go to redeem our brethren,
It would cost us some little trouble.
May the Lord lay this on our con-
seiences.

The sinner who has not heard the
sound now has no trumpet of jubilee
to sound for him, when it sounds for
the saints and for the Jew,

LEONARD STRONG.
I wourp make one vemark to carvy
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out what our brother said. When-
ever we seo & christian going to the
world for his prayers and for ordi-
nances, he has waxen poor and sold
himself to a stranger. Such are ob-
jects for us to minister to in love—
to pray about them-—to labour to get
them out—And then we have this
comfort, if we cannot succeed, the
year of jubilee will get them out.
But blessed are they who get out now,
God grang that the year of jubilee
may not have to bring us out of any
willing bondage ; but from that only
to which all the saints are subject.

ON HISTORY,
AS RECORDED IN TTHE SACHED ECRIPTURES,

History, as recorded in scripture,
has its incidents chosen according to
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the wisdom of Ged. Certain periods
He has passed over in silence.

Many individuals and eircumstan-
ces, of importance in the sight of
man have also been unnoticed in a
remarkable manner, while others are
taken up and dwelt on with very pe-
culiar precision.

The Spirit of God has taken up
certain details in history to unfold
the purposes of God in blessing, and
to show out His judgments on all
things around, together witl the cha-
racter of the judged things.

The things recorded have their
magnitude in them from the mind of

xod unfolded in them.

The history of Tshmael and Isaac
was to allegorize the two covenants.

Again, in Melchisedee. —His name,
lis place, his office, were all to show
forth Clurist.

The Spirit of God lLas not given
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us the facts of history in the saecred
scriptures, merely because they hap-
pened, but because God had some-
thing of His own mind to show out
in them.

In history in scripture, glory is
given to God—the purposes of Ged
are shown out—the overthrow of all
human plaps is developed, and that
nothing has any value in it save from
its connection with Christ.

When the wisdom of God was
shown out in Solomon, the infant
child of a harlet mother was chosen
as the object to display it, and to set
all Israel in admiration ; for the ways
af Him who is greater than Selomon
were thus to be set forth,
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LETTER FROM LEONARD STROXNG.
WRITTEN FROM LNGLAND TO DEMERARA,
1x AviiL 1843,

To my dear Brethren—ihe sainis ancd
Jaithful in Christ Jesus, who meet
simply as swch, in the name of our
Lord and Master, looking for that
blessed hope, His glorious appenring.

It is now more then two weeks since
your bomtiful expression of love to
me and mine, and desire for my re-
turn among you, came to hand, as
forwarded by oor dear brother and
fellow-goldier in the faith, John Bar-
low.

It has indeed, dear rethren, mucl
humbled me to think how waworthy T
am of )] this care on your part ; and
I can only reconcile myself to the
thought of such a draught on your car-
nal things, by considering it as fruit
that abounds to the glory of God on
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your behalf : and thig, dear brethren, is
the prominent desive of my heart, the
Lord knows, that fruit may abound
to your account through desns Christ;
for to Leur that your conversation is
such as becometh saints, and that
you stand fast in one spirit, striving
together for the faith of the gospel,
is truly my greatest joy.

Since my landing in England, T
can truly say, my heart has never
turned away {rom the desire of con-
tinuing to labour, if the Lord preserve
me, among you the rest of my life.

I ever desire to feel love for all the
saints ;—if we love God we shall
love the children of God. I would
seek to have no partiality, neither any
separate interest, from the welfare of
each and every believer, as intimately
connected with the glory of Christ;
but I fecl especial responsibilities to
God concerning you among whom I



LETTER FROM LEONARD 8TRONG. 213

have gone preaching the gospel of
God.- Tt was among youmy labours
in the gospel begun. [t was among
you the Lord opened my eyes to the
truth of His speedy return to reign
over the earth, and our hope of glory
in the first resurrection at His ap-
pearing. It was among you the Lord
opened my eyes to the apostacy in
which I wag standing, and the dig-
honour done to the headship of Jesus,
as also to the sovereignty of the Holy
Ghoat in the churel. And it was
among you the Lovd gave me grace
to come out from the evil of human
systerng and carnal ordinances (with
which I was conneeted in the English
established religion) and trust simply
in Him and the word of 1lis grace,
which iz sble to build us up and give
ns an inheritance among ITis saints,
through faith in Jesus. And there-
fore it is that T feel especially called,
unless the Lord plainly show me
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otherwise, to seck among you to finich
my course with joy, the Lord uphold-
ing me by His prace.

I am quite sure it was of the Lord
that I should leave you for a time,
that my name might be taken away
from the work, and it might be ma-
nifegt ag the Lord’s alone.

And had the Lord been so pleased
to have carried out and extended
the work of testimony to His all-snf-
ficient grace and the heavenly ealling
of the christian in such a manner as
to have left me no room among yon
Tor labour, or satisfied you that De-
merara was no longer my especial
place for service, I should have been
the more easily led to suppose it was
our Master’s will for me to remain
away.

But perceiving you still to be in
much weakness as to brethren gifted
to labour in word and doctrine; seeing
you also sorely beset by the wiles of
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the serpent—on the one side by the
Ligh Lut- false pretensions of the
English national priesthood, with
their forms of worship, worllly sane-
tuary, and carnal ordinances ; on the
other side by headiness, seif-will, and
self-exaltation, and worldliness in re-
ligion, which are alike o contrary to
the simplicity of Christ—1I1 do feel
the strongest impression that my path
15, to cast myself in among you, to bear
your burdens, to share your sorrows,
and joy in your trinmph of faith.

As long as I think my poor pre-
sence can be of the slightest comfort
to any, or in the leust conduce to the
furtherance of your joy and faith, I
look to the Lord to bring me out
SMONE yOu.

I fecl alse that T have in many in-
stances a secular responsibility to
God on your behalf.—In the matter
of the rooms at Pater’s Hall, Perse-
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veranee, and Lowlands, T feel mysclf
a debtor to be personally present
among vou. Nevertheless, I do feel
Jjealous lest T be led away by personal
affection toward those who are,
through grace, my children in the
faith, or any foolish thought of my
being necessary to the prosperity of
God’s truth, poor, weak, and worth-
less worm as I am !

The Lovd has graciously uscd me
while in Epgland ; and there is great
need of faithful unweuried labour
hiere.

Now beloved brethren, whether we
meet in this world or not, may the
Lord keep ug stedfast in the ¢ruth as
if is in Jesus. Nothing can save a
sinner but befief of the truth. No-
thing can preserve n saint from the
errors that are abroad but ke love of
the truth.

(T be Continued.)
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ONTHE STANDING OF THEM THAT
ARE IN CHRIST JESUS.
Ro. v 1.

NOTEY TAKEN AT A MEETING OF BRETHREN AT
PETER'S HALL, DEMERARA, APRIL, 1844,

LEONARD STRONG.

‘Wz cannot walk so as to glorify God,
unless we walk according to our
standing. ¥f we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit. Sal-
vation is not involved in it, but pleas-
ing God is involved in i, and happi-
ness is involved in it ; for happiness
is in intercourse with God.
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Nothing is more wretched than
when a saint gets entangled in the
law ; he gets unhappy and gets
worldly. When we realize our life
as risen with Christ, we arc in a re-~
gion of blessedness, and. shall not sin.
Fear of hell never made a man give
up his sin yet. The law never made
aman a righteous man. When we
realize our union with Christ, we
spontaneounsly do good.

In Rom. i. we see man left to him-
gelf, and in Rem. ii. we see man un-
der the law, and both are vile; but
the man under the law was the worse,
Feople would say, “ Take an Indian
from the bush, and teach him what
is right and wrong, and you will make
him a better man.” This was proved
when God said, “ Do this, and T will
bléss you.” But there was another
master in their flesh, and to him they
would yield.
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The law of God had no power at
all to make men good ; the law of sin
had peower to make them bad ; but
now we have the law of the spirit of
life in Christ Jesus, to make us love
God, and serve God, and walk with
God, The Holy Ghost tells you what
vou are in Jesus. Children of God,
rejuice in your Father l—children of
God, be happy in your Father ! your
remedy against sin is to keep yourself
in a happy state.  You come info a
meciing, and some brother tells you
what you are in Jesus, and what you
will be in His elory, and you realize
yourself in Leaven. You may then
get into another scene, where all is
tempiation, and there is a reaction,
and you feel yomrsclf & peor weak
man, and, it may be, you get into sin.
Then o man comes and says, © You
are in sin, you will o to hell 57 but
another comes and says, © DBrother,
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are yon happy in Jesus? brother,
what a goodly heritage is ours!” Why
the very word brother has relation-
ship to Jesus in it; and then you are
lifted out of your temptalion, and you
go on your way rejoicing, L would
waren brethren who take the oversight
of others against coming with a high
hand to an erving believer, frighten-
ing him, and threatening to put him
away, and disowning hin as a chris-
tinn. When we consider our wenk-
ness and our little measure of gift,
and then have the thought of over-
gight, it i3 a very serious thing. e
is one of God’s sheep—one of those
that are dear to Grod ; and we should
take care lest we would put law on
him instead of grace.

In Psalm xvi. we see Christ, who
walked about as a poor man upon
carth, saying, “Yea, I have a goodly
heritage.”  He could die because He
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would rise again ; and He could be
happy, though not having where to
lay His head ; and we now have our
portion with Him.

NICODEMUS & THE NEW BIRTH,

JouN .

Nicobemus thought, as many now
think, that Christ was a teacher to
make people hetter, by telling them
what they themselves should do, and
not that e was a Saviour, t0 make
them new people by bringing them
into what He did for them.

Nicodenous thought that there was
some good in man, and that this good
might be improved by teaching.
Chrigt taught him that there wag no
good at all in man—ithat he needed
to get life as & poor dead sinner.
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If good was in us, Christ would
not have been delivered up for us;
and he who thinks that there is good
in his flesh does not know how to
value Christ.

Christ was not given to us, as in
our natural state, to strengthen us, as
though we had life in & very weak
state ; but He was given to quicken
us, as having no life at all. e was
not given to make us better, as if we
were in some sense good before ; but
He wag given to make us new. Our
happiness is in having done with our
old state, and in being new creatures
in Christ Jesus.

Nicodemus thought that he was an
enlightened man ; but Christ showed
him that he could not see the king-
dom of God—* Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Yixcept a man be born
again, he cannot see tho kingdom of
God”
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Nicodemus thonght that the things
of God could be known by improving
and exereising the faculties of natu-
ral men ;3 but Christ tanght him that
it was only as being quickened with
a pew life that any could see the
kingdom of Ged.

Nieodemus showed in himself at
onee the signs of o natural man, in
not pereeiving this; for the natural
man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
neas unto him ; neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually
discerned (I Cor. ii. 14), and there-
fore Nicodemus, as & natural man,
says, “ How can a man be born when
heis old ? can he enter ihe second
time into his mother’s womb, and be
Dorn ?”

Chrigt replies to Nicodemus by
making a direct statement of the
truth which is discerned by a spiritoal
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man—*“Excapt a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.”

Water is emblematic of that whick
cleanses. The Spirit # is which
quickeneth,

Christ first showed a man’s incom-
petency to see the kingdom of God ;
He next declared a man’s unfitness
for entering the kingdom of God—
“ Execept a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he caanot enter into
the kingdom of God.”

Nobody, in the unclean and dead
state of those who are dead in tres-
passes and sins, can enter into the
kingdom of Geod.

Bo the natural man, in the best
gtate of improvement he can be
brought into, is altogether unfit for
God.

“That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, and that which is born of the
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Spivit is spirit.”  In this Christ
teaches us the distinetness of the two
natures—ihat of the old man and
that of the new man—and that the
one never can be transformed 1111,0
the other.

We ave not made the clildren of
God by having our old natures chan-
ged, but by getting a new nature.

Bui all this belongs to him who
believes in Christ. He who believes
in Christ is born again; he has ever-
lasting life, and in thiz everlasting
life he is born apain—he is born of
water and of the Spivit. “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted uap; that whosoever
believetl in him shouvld not perish,
but have everlusting life.”

The place where Christ was lifted
up was on the cross. Because death,
and not life, was our portion as sin-
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ners, e died for us on the cvoss, and
suffered for our sins; and we now
live with Him through the faith of
Him. Andnow we can see the king-
dom of God, and bheing brought
there, can enter info the kingdom of
God. We have the earnest of the
Spirit, and we wait for the redemp-
tion of the purchased posscssion.

What is sometimes called a clear
understanding of the doctrines of sal-
vation, is a very powerless thing if
Christ is not found precious to the
heart ; but where Christ is known,
there the Spirit has wrought.

That which is “#he truth” is not
any arrangement of doctrines apart
from Christ Himself ; but where the
truth 1s known Christ is known, and
where the truth is loved Christ is
Joved ; and the dectrines are loved
becanse Christ is shown out in them,
and our portion in Him is known
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thyough them by the teaching of the
Holy Ghost.

When people say that they cannot
see the way of salvation when it is
set before them, it is because they
love ewil ; and thus they cannaot zec,
beecause they hate éhe Hight which dis-
covers their evil deeds.

When Nicodemus camc fo Jesus
by night, it waz because the ways of
a Saviour going to the cross to die
cast too strong a light on the hidden
evil that was covered up under the
apparent good characier of a man of
the Pharisees and o ruler of the Jews.

Nicademus must sec that he Is not
in a better state than an Israelite bit-
ten by a fiery serpent, and ready to
die, and having ne remedy of his own,
but receiving freely the remedy that
is freely provided of God ; and then
the kingdom of God is seen, and the
kingdom of God is entered too; for
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we are brought there, being saved
according to His mercy, through the
washing of regeneration and the re-
newing of the Holy Ghost.

«[IS NAME IS CALLED THE WORD
OF GOD.”—REv. x1%, 13,

Tar title of the Lord in executing
judgment is “the Word of God.”
Why so? the word now is full of
grace and truth, and not clothed with
a vesture dipped in blood. Why is
He who once bore the glory of the
only begotten of the Father, full of
grace to sinners, now armed with a
sword to smite the nations ? Johni.,
Rev. xiz.—for in both places Jesus
is ¢ the Word.” But iz it not because
He will avenge His own wrongs as
“the Word”? If His grace be de-
spised, His power ghall be felt. If,
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when He published Mis name in
goodness, it was not learned, shall He
not publish it in judgment? T the
blood of the Lamlb be trodden under
foot, the wrath of the Lamb shall be
met (Rev. vi. 16).

“The Word” will thus, as it were,
awvenge its own wrongs, as “The
Lord” doeq aceording to Jude ; for
that New Testament prophet bells
us that the apostates will deny the
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Clhrist—that they will despise Lord-
ship ; and accordingly it is “the Lord”
who, he tells us, will come to execute
judgment—the Lord thus vindicating
His injured glory and despised name.

We learn from this how mueh He
values Hig own troth. He did not
judge in the days of His flesh, but
He s0id that the word wbich He
gpoke should judge in the last day
{John xii.)
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The word now judges the saints,
because they value it, and bring thejr
souls and spirits, their thoughts and
intents, under its searching operation
(Heb. iv.). DBut those who will not
value it, but who despise it, or turn
to traditions instead of it—who will
not bring their souls to be judged by
it now, shall in the last day be judged
by it, when He treads the winepress
of the wrath of God (Jobn xii 48,
Rev. xix. 15).

This tells us to cleave to the word
under all circumstances—< Let God
be true, but every man a Har” Tt
warns us not o bring our souls un-
der tradition, to have them f{ormed
and fashioned by such instrunments,
but to bring them under the light
and power of the word, that all may
be digcerned by.it according to God ;
and thus, the word quickening and
discerning us now, it will have no
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work of judgment against us by and
bye. We are born by it as a word
of grace and truth ; and we are cor-
recied and formed by it as a word
quick and powerful ; and thus shail
never have to meet it as a rod of
iron, horne by Ilim who is to smite
the nations and tread the winepress.

THE WAYS QF THE LOYE GF GOD,
TFxopus II., AND 1L %0 VYERSE 10,

Ix chap. i 8, this character is given
of Egypt—* Now there arese a new
king over KEgypt, which knew not
Joseph.” Thig is a true picture of
the world. Joseph had filled Fgypt's
granaries with eorn, yet they forgot
him. Jesus came into the world, full
of grace and truth, but they knew
Him not. There is no long eatalogue
of Eeypt’s sins given, but all is com-



232 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

prehended in this little statement-—
“They knew not Joseph.” Just so
does our Lord make the world’s sin
turn on this one point—* Now have
they both seen and hated both me
and my Father.”

In chap. ii., we see the lovely pic-
ture of the inventions of love. The
king had invented his plan to put to
death all the male children ; here the
mother invents her plan. A1 this is
mystic groond.  God here tells out
the wisdom and success of His own
inventions. (Prov. viii. 12.)

The mother can no longer conceal
the object of her affections. She
takes an ark, puis her babe in it, and
commits it to the flags by the river,
Soon Pharaoh’s danghter espies it,
and the weeping babe moves her
compassion. But mark b—a sister
of the unknown infant (led to the
spot by the yearnings of nature, or
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stationed there by the belicving
mother of the infant) accosts this
royal lady—for true affection is very
bold—and she is sent to call a nurse.
And who does she call ?—the child’s
mother. Behold the ways of God !
See the condition of the nfant now:
it ig lodged back in the bosom of ifs
moither, the place and fome of deepest
affections, with all the security of Phe-
raok’s throne thrown around . "Who
shall dave to touch it now ?  If the
highest officer of Pharaoh’s court
eomes, the mother can plead the an-
thority of Pharaoh’s throne. Dear
friends, let us deeply admire the ex-
quisite inventions of love.

The second part iz at ver. 11.
Moses sees an Ingyptian smiting an
Hebrew—at once he slavs the Egyp-
tian, Here we track the path of our
Jesus : He beheld Satan smiting us
—He destroyed the devil.
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Next you see two Hebrews striving
together, Moses seeks to reconcil
themm—he cannot. But he will not
smite either of them, as he did the
LEgyptian, but he flies into the land
of Midian. Here we have the type
of Jesus rejected by Tsvacl (Acts vii.),
He goes far off to the Gentiles. Now
what do we see Moses aboui in this
distant Geentile country ? 'Why he
is Moses still. Reuel's seven dangh-
ters come to water his flocks—the
shepherds drive them back ; but Mo-
ses stands up, helps them, and waters
the flock. He is the same tender-
hearted Moses still—the same re-
deemer and avenger and helper of ihe
weak and friendless. And so it is
with Jesus—He is the same yester-
day, and to-day, and for ever. This
is our comfort. Here Moses is con-
tent to dwell—he takes Zipporah.
True, he is in a strange land, but he
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finds enough in the company of Zip-
porah.  Jesus finds Tlis delight now
in the company of poor Geutile sin-
ners whom He bas attracted to Thim
by His grace.

Next we have the death of this
tyrant Pharach.  The children of
Israel sighed—their ery came up unto
Gord, and God heurd their greoaning,
and Clod remembered IHis covenant,
and Grod looked upon the children of
Lsrael, and God lad vespeet unto
them. Now why is (rod so often
mentioned heve ¥ Because it was
necessary they should have the full-
ext assrance of the interest God
took in then. And so it is with us,
When the soul is in sore distress, it
wants the reality of God’s coucern
for it—it requires somcthing very
strong to satisfy it. How fully God
knows the necessities of our souls,
and provides for them.



236 SIMPLE TESTIMONY,

Next we see the burning bush.
This was the symbol of Israel's af-
fliction in Egypt. But God is in the
bush—In all their afflictions he was
afflicted.” Isa. Ixiii. 9. The bush is
not consumed, The Lord will bring
them through all. They must come
up out of it ; for He must make Him-
self a glorions name. .

Next He sends Moses to Pharaoh
and Isracl. From this moment poor
Tsrael are safe. He demands them.—
Pharaoh refuses them. The guestion
now is between God and Pharaoh ;
and as God must be God, poor Ysrael
must be liberated. How blessed is
all this!

Next see the character in which
He makes Himszell known-—%T aM
THAT I am?” hath sent me; and
again, “J am the God of Abraham,”
&ec. ; these revelations of Himself
being such as to let us know that He
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has engaged, as it were, all that He
has and is in the cause of cur bless-
ing.

May we take more delight in tra-
cing the blessed God in all the in-
ventions and ways of his wondrous
love to our souls.

A HOLY PRIESTHOOD AND A
ROYAL PRIESTHOOD.
1 PEr. 11, 5, 9.

NOTES OF A LECIURE BY A. €., EXETER.

TAE consciousness that nothing can
hinder the saint from intercourse
with God, but sin, must necessarily
humble him, and keep him low.

Three times the word “precious”
oceurs, and it lets ug into the secrets
of God’s heart.

That which is called precious by



238 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

God is that upon which the hopes of
the saints are built, and that whereon
God can build all that He had prede-
termined in Bis own love and good-
ness. That that can give a free bent
to His heart becomes precious to
Him ; and that enbances our love
for Jesus on whom every thing is
built that is to be aliding ; and no-
thing is to be built on Him but that
which is jull of blessing. This
would always lead our souls into
happy thoughts of Him with whom
we have to do. It not only gives
stability to the hope of a sant, but
it gives a present standing to those
who so come to Jesus. It shows us
what we are in respect of our pre-
sent condition here below-—that al-
though sinners, and baving need con-
tinually to come to Jesus to find rest
and peace and joy in the presence of
God, yet we are now constituted a
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spiritnal house, a holy priesthood ;
that is, we have vow a nearness of
access to God, and privilege to wor-
ship him in that nearness in the rest
and joy that admission into that holy
place necessarily gives.  Our souls
are no longer kept at o distanee, bat
permitted to have saccess into the
holiest, and we have spiritual sacyi-
fices to present there, See Heb. xiil
15, We are pevimitted to offer what-
ever owr hearts find 1o ofter; and it
is recsived as an odowr of a sweet
smell, because it is presented by Je-
sug, and through Jesns as the altar,
All that our hearts find to do in ser-
vice or in obedience to God, and all
the praise that springs from the
knowledge of his love in Jesus, is
aceepted by IMim, ag a sacrifies, be-
cause it comes by Jesus and that that
has been the spring, the moving canze
of it 2ll is. that Jesus is our Lord.
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In verse 9, we find our standing
in all the dignity and glory in which
we, as united to Jesus, are regarded
by God, as a royal priesthood that
we may show forth the virtues, excel-
lences, or, in one word, the charac-
teristics of Him who hath called us
out of darkness into his marvellous
light.

In verse 5, we see the Aoly priest-
hood bas reference to us, as looking
towards (God and presenting our
sacrifices to God ; and sll ihis is pre-
sented, even the cup of cold water,
and accepted as a sweet savour, be-
cause it is all based on the name of
Jesus—ii goes up having the odour
of the name of Jesus attached to it.

But in the Sth verse, the saints
-do not Iook towards God, but towards
those around them ; and they come
forth from their blessed standing in
Chrigt—from learning Him where
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Ife is—to shew forth His excellen-
cies towards those aronnd them. TIn
this we find the essentisl difference
between the Zoly and the royal pricat-
hood whom God has constituted to
be the means of blessing here now,
and fur more by and bye.

As sons of God we are constituted
aroyal priesthood, as was Jesus. Heb,
v. 3, 6.

Tt is this we have to remember,
that only as we are able to feep in
mind what our standing is before
God. It is then that which we have
in the Lord Jesus by virtue of as-
sociation with Him that gives ns all
this Dlessed position.

Whatever we find consequent on
the redemption of the Lord Jesus-—
whatever blessings any have or will
come into by the biood of the new
covenant—all those blessings our
souls can mow appropriate and say,
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they are ours. So that whatever title
of affection God has put upon any,
it belongs to those who by faith in
Jesus have come nigh to God, as
those who know that e is gracious,
and that He delights in blessing.

We are so apt to put off to ano-
ther day what Crod gives us now, for
this reason, it involves responsibility.
If there is not the knowledge of
what we are, there is not the full
responsibility that belongs to us now.
It is as being something that we are
called on to act in accordance with
that condition—that high and digni-
fied title which God in His grace has
put upon us.

The chureh, as a royal priesthoed,
are not debtors to the bounty of the
world, butexactly the conirary. They
are the fellows of Him whoe wken
He was here, received every thing
as from above, and who when He
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comes forth as the royal priest, will
put away every hindrance on earth.
Then *“the heavens will hear the
earth.”

The church is now the link he-
tween heaven and earth. Nothing
here has to do with heaven but those
who by faith in Jesus are the royal
priesthood. Who has the ear of God ?
Who have an entrance into the imme-
diate presence of God in the holiest
and have intimaey with the Father
and the Son? Who have the divine
nature 7 Any down here? Noune but
those who believe in Jesus.

Consequent on that,if there is any
blessing  cowmunicated on  earth,
onght it not to be communicated
through this biessed channel? Quglt
we not to be the dispensers of God’s
blessings, whether in communicating
that which we have learned of Him,
or in performing any act of kindness
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to the world, to show what a muniti-
cent God ours is. Instead of being
beneath the world, it should be macde
manifest we are above the earth, by
having all our hearts’ affections so
guided, o regulated by the Spirit of
God, that we can call down blessings
from above, The world is {or ought
to be) beneath the feet of the sant,
because he walks on high places,
above all that is defiling down here
below,

‘We are not only to seek for those
things we need for ourselves, but in
all our ways to manifest we have
power with God—avith the throne of
Grod—that we are led and guided by
divine principles, and not by prinei-
ples of earth. If I am depending on
the throne of God, then God's wis-
dom is my directory; but if on the
throne of Satan, then I am depend-
ant on worldly wisdom.
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The worldly-wise may prosper for
a time ; but it iz only that their fall
may be more tremendous.

None ever trusted in Him in vain.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM
BRETHREN IN TIHHE LORD.
No. 4,
. Plymouth, March 1844.
:Ir we did not know that our itimes
lare in His hands, we should often be
ianxious ; but when we remember
‘this, it allays the propensity we have
tof taking thought for to-morrow.
- Have we not to reckon more ofien
‘on the Lord’s everrufing our mistakes
and blessing any attempts at service,
although imperfect, to bring about
#is own purposes, than see Him al-
together owning all that we do, be-
cause perfectly and thoroughly led
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by the Spirit. He sees the rash
zeal of one, although there may be
much excitement in it, and we must
often leave it to Him to Dbless what
He can, and to pardon the remainder ;
and this the wiser and more discreet
can greatly forward by prayer and
intercession, “these who tarry at
home dividing the spoil.”

Brothers Newton and Harris are
now jointly giving lecturcs on pro-
phecy every week. I am thankful
for it; for I believe it is through
prophetic truth that saints who are
in the systems will be aroused to ses
what the condition of the church and
the world really is before God. The
Lord has put it into the hearts of
many to attend these lectures, and I
trust that blessing will result to them.

The night iz far spent, the day
draws on apace. The Lord keep us
abiding in Him,
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Dublin, Feb, 1844,

The brethren who meet at Brung-
wick Street are well, at least in the
sense in ywwhich we use the word well ;
and our gathering together in the
name of the Lord iz on the whole
happy ; but faith down here will be,
in one way or another, a tried thing
while we are in the body, and we
want endurance,

Mr, Synge spoke sweeily, and
withal soundly, last night, on God’s
sovereignty in grace—His right to
do what Fle will with His own,

The last verse of the exxvi. and
the first verse of the exxvil. Psalms
arc valuable read together connccied
with doing service, though very dis-
tinet,

Does not “ coming again with re-
joicing bringing his sheaves,” mean
the resurrection when there will be
the manifested shedves of present
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seed sowing 7 This is often a weary
place; but there remaineth a rest.
The rest for the servants of God is
yet to come ; thongh as sinners we
bless the Lord that we already have
rest by faith.

M. Hargrove in Suffolk and well.
T. Maunngell at Bath. Mr. Spaight
at Limerick, and well. All at Enupis
well, aleo at Carhue,

Yours affectionately, dear Tom, in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Carhue, March 1844.

We rvead Oth of Joshua at owr
morning meeting yesterday. The
Lord making good His word not-
withstanding the hastiness of Isracl
and the deceit of Gibeon. They
sought peace with the Lord's people,
and found it, yet according to judg-
ment for their deceits.
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Ho. §. Jung, 1845, Yor, 1,

THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA.
Jomx~ 1v.

Tae woman of Samaria is one of
" those of whom Christ could say * 1
" was found of them that sought me

not, I was made manifest unto them

that asked not after me.” She and
others like her were the objecis of

His labour in doing the wilt of Him

that sent Him and in finishing His

work.
- How carefol every servant of

Christ should be to follow the exam-

K
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ple that Christ has given us, and to
walk in His steps, and that, in not
seeking to get a name among men,
but in doing the will of Him that
sent Him.

When Jesns was in Judea, a xe-
port went out that He made and bap-
tized more disciples than John; and
then He left Judea, for this was o
carnal thonght, having no glory for
God and no blessing for themselves
in it. But while this false glory
drove thera away from Judea, a poor
sinner in Samaria, in ignorance and
in ruin, was one whom He sought
after in grace. Carnal people would
marvel that He should leave Judea
beeause the pharisces had heard that
He made and baptized more disciples
than John ; bus the poor weak disci-
ples who were then carnal, marvelled
that He talked with the woman.

The weariness of His flesh from
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the toil of Ilis journey did not hin-
der His spirit in ministering grace to
a poor sinner; and the meat which
the disciples had bought in the city
could give Ilim no such refreshment
s to be thus doing His Father’s will.
In chap iil. we read of Christ’s la-
bour with Nicodemus; in chap. iv.
we have the woman of Samaria, In
the eyes of men these two persons
were very unlike each other; in the
mind of Christ there was not much
difference between them.  Nicode-
mus was a ruler of the Jews and a
teacher of Israel: the woman of
Samaria was a poor disgraceful crea~ .
ture, living a shamefol life and he-
longing to an idclatrous people ; but
they were both sinners, and Christ
was a Saviour for both of them.
There was thiz differcnce in the
manner in which Christ commenced
with each of them; that when Nico-



252 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

demus came in self-righteousness, he
gets a rebuke and is taught to know
hiz own nothingness; for the first
word that Christ said to Lim was,
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-
gept o man be boin again he cannot
gec the kingdom of God.” Nicode-
mus thought that he was better than
other people ; but the Tovd taught
kim that he was a poor dead man,
and needed to get new life.

But on the other Tiand, TTig manner
to the woman of Samaria, was very
enconraging and fiendly ; for Jesus
said anto her, “give me to drink.,” Tt
was at onee as muck ag to say, DPoor
sinmer, I de not want Lo stand at a
distance {rom you, or to cast you
awny ; but Iwish to have you among
my owia people. e eould have
dealings with the Samaritans as well
as with the Jews, {or Ile is the Sa-
vicur of the world,
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Many people would say that Nico-~
demmus was in a more prepared state
than the woman of Samaria, for
learning the things of God, for that
he was a well taught man, but that
ghe was a poorignorant woinan ; but
Christ did not think so, and accord-
ingly He chooses this poor sinful Sa-
maritan rather than the sclf-righteons
Jew, for bringing out a deeper truth.

He showed Nicodemus what was
necessary for seeing the kingdom of
God, and for entering inte the king-
dom of God; but He told the wo-
man of Samaria, what was the blegs-
edness of those who had entered—
that they were not only born of wa-
ter ; but that they had living water
springing up in them; and that they
were worshippers of the Father in
spirit and in trwth. The living wa-
ter springs up io hearts where the
love of God iz shed abroad by the
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Holy Glost which is given unto us.

It was the woman in the city, who
was a siuner, but whose sins that
were many were forgiven, that loved
Christ much (See Luke vil. 36—50).
Simon, the pharisee, knew but litile
of his own sinful state, and therefore
did not know how to value Christ.
And now Christ would have the wo-
man of Bamaria to be like her who
loved much, because her sing were
forgiven, instead of being like Simon
the pharisee, a poor proud self-right-
€ous mai.

The woman of Samaria did not
cease asking foolish questions, and
saying very wrong things, until she
got awakened to a thought of her
own sin ; then for the first time there
appeared to be any sense in what she
said ; for it is the power of sin that
makes people fools in the sight of
God ; and therefore the wisdom of



THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 255

this world is foclishness with God ;
for the whole world is lying in the
wicked onc.

Christ put a question. to the wo-
man of Samaria, to awaken her to a
sense of the state of wickedness she
waa living in ; and she made an hon-
st confession of her gnilt. He said,
“ (o, call thy husband, and come
hither.” She might have said, Yes,
I will: or she might have given some
excuse; but the sense of her guilt
came on her conscience, and she said,
“1 bave no husband,” Blessed for
her that she gave such an answer as
this. She is not making a discovery
which would disgrace hevself in the
eyes of one who kuew if not before.
He knew it when He kindly said,
“Give me to drink.” e kncw it
when He said that if she had only
asked, e wonld have given her
living water; and so now her open
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confession was of that only that was
all kriown to Him before. “Jesus said
unto her, Thou hast well said, I have
no hushand, for thou hast had five
hushands ; and he whom thour now
last is not thy husband: in that
saidst thou truly.”

When Christ asked her this ques-
tion, it was not as her judge to con-
demn her, or as being vexed to annoy
lier, but as her Saviour to deliver her;
and therefore instead of going away
in terror or in anger, she is ready to
feave every thing for Christ, and to
go and gather ag many as she could
to enjoy the same Llessing.

TTe tells hier that she and others of
her people who knew not what they
worshipped, were to be blessed, not
by Leing led away from their moun-
tain to worship at Jerusalem with
the Jews who knew what they wor-
shipped ; but that all were to be led,
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both the Samaritans from their moun-
tain, and the Jews from Jernsalem,
to worship the I ather in spirit and in
truth.  Such is the dispensation in
which we now are. God has no
carthly people now, neither has He
any eonsecrated buildings now ; but
through Christ both Jews and (ren-
tiles have aceess by one Spirit unto
thie I'ather: and He is worshipped,
net in forms and coremoenice, or in
ordinances, but in gpirit and in trutl,
by those who can cry Abba Fatier,
baving the Spirit of His Son in their
hearts.

Tt 1s not as Creator that He is wor-
shipped by His creatures merely ; but
as Father He is worshipped by IHis
children ; and therefore by those who
receive Christ; for they salone are
His children. (Bee Jobn i 12.)

Great is that grace in which Christ
could tell the woman of Samaria,
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whose sin had been just bronght to
light, at the sate time including
with her her poor ignorant peeple,
who knew not what they worshipped,
that both she and they should worship
the Father in spirit and in truth;
and that instead of their seeking to
worship Iim, that Ie was seeking
them.

Such ave true worshippers, and
such only, The Jewish ovdinances
at Jerusalem might give a shadow of
true worship, but they were not it
God is a spirit, and they that wor-
ship Him, must worship Him in spi-
rit and in truth.

LETTER FROM LEONARD STRONG.

WRITTENX FROM ENGLAND TO DEMERARA,
IN APRIL 1843,

{ Concluded from page 216.)

Tux great truth now to be loved is,
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the full and finished salvation of all
believers in the personal work of Je-
sus, to which nothing can be added.
Upon this the poor sinner is called
at once to trust his soul. Jr #4is the
saint is told simply to abide and
live.

In His death and resurrection, we
are dead, buried, and risen, yea, as-
cended into the holiest. Through all
this, and iato the Loliest, have we
been earried in Christ owr living
head ; and in the power of this are
we who believe now called to walk.
As to this world, we are crucified with
Christ—as to the heavens, we are ¢i-
tizens there in Christ. Those, there-
fore, who are seeking here their
rights as men, and fo maintain their
privileges as citizens of the world,
are coming down from their heavenly
standing in Christ risen, to take their
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place again in a wvorld in Adam
tallen.

Another great thing necessary to
the comfort of the saint is, that every
believer has really the same standing
as deseribed in Eph. i We are all
risen, adopted, and made heirs in
Christ. We may and must pray
that our heavenly Father may, throngh
the teaching of the Holy Gzhost, cause
us to know and waolk in the power of
that standing, but must never seek to
be placed in that standing that és eom-
plete for ws already in Jesus.

Another great truth is, that the
natural man is utterly rejected and
condemned, as incapable of pleasing,
loving, or serving God, also as inca-
pable of being tanght of God (1 Cor.
ii.). Therefore every believer has
his soul quickened with a new life,
imbued with a new man, o new un-
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derstanding, a new capacity for re-
ceiving instruction from the Holy
Ghost. Tt is the mind and Tife of
Christ.

We are tn Chrisi Jesus new crea-
tures--lheaven-born ereatures—and
we are now guarded and Lkept,
tanghé and comforted, by God the
Hely Ghost. Now, beloved, we hear
about in us the old nature, the old
mind algo ; and it is in this part Sa-
tan so assaults us, coming to us as am
angel of light, under the pretext of
wh«rlon or da’otwn according to the
natural man’s thoughts, after the ru-
diments of the world, and not afier
Christ.

Of this kind was the temptation to
the Galatians to be circumeised and
keep the law, and those evils we
are warned against in Col. ii. And
remember that fleshly wisdom which
defiled the church at Corinth, is ano-
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ther evil cherished much by believers
in these days.

If the natural man cannot receive,
neither can he teach ; therefore it is
an evil thought now with some, that
we are dependant on the intellect and
edueation of man for edification in
the church.—Oh, God forbid ! We
come together as new-born babes for
the milk of ihe word ; und this can
only Dbe ministered to our souls by
the teaching and power of the Holy
Ghost.

Remember then, that we who be-
lieve are taken out of the world in
Jesus, and then seni back again into
it, not to enjoy ourselves in it, not to
walk as citizens of it, but to be wit-
nesses against its evil, manifesters of
God’s grace toward it, harbingers of
its judgment and destruciion, and
lights in it, discovering its evil prin-
ciples; walking in the midst as sons
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of (God, harmless and blameless, hav-
ing our conversation in heaven, from
whence we look for the Saviour.

Keep steadily in view the light
which propheey casts over present
things and principles. The pride
and pomp and vanity of the creature
God will judge. ANl high towers,
avery thing that is lofty and exalted
in the flesh, and all the cities of the
nations, God will destroy.

“VWe lknow that we are of God,
and the whole world licth in the
wicked one:” but we are of God.
“Whosoever is born of God keepeth.
himself, and that wicked one toucheth
him not.

Seek to walk in godly simplicity
and sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom.
Love one another. Help one another.
Feel for cne another. Be tfender
hearted o one another. Lei Jesus
be your cement and keep you toge-
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ther in love. Beware of fleshly wis-
dom and fleshly teaching, headiness
or high-mindedness.

Finally, I would say, “If there be
any consolation in Christ, if any com-
fort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirtt, it any bowels and mercies, ful-
fil ye my joy that ye be like-minded,
lowly, looking not onm your own
things, but on the things of others.
Let this mind be in yor which was
also in Christ Jesua.”

My dear wife who is at present
very ill, desires her love to you all in
the truth.

The gaintz here salute you.

Pray, dear brethren, for me, that
I may be preserved blameless, and
that I may be brought in safety
to you in the Lord’s time. In the
mean time, may you all stand fast in
the Lord, dearly beloved. Faithful-
aess to the truth is of immense value
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in the present day. The Lord is at
hane, :
Giace be multiplied unto you all
by Clyist Jesus,
YO\JK affectionate grateful brother,
3

Leovarp StroNG.
\THE CHURCH
IN GOD THE FATIIER AND IN

THE LGRD JESUS CHRIST.
| 1 Tness. L

KOTES OF 4 LECTURE IN 6LORGE TOWN, DEME-~
RARA, FEB. 1845,

LEONARD STRONG.
I these days of confusion, it is so
blessed to get to the freshness of the
truth as brought out o us by an
apostle.

It is of immense importance that
we keep the right use of seripture
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terms. If Satan can make ugmis-
use God’s own expressions, h: gets
us out of God’s thoughts of hings,
and we crr from the truth: The
* Holy Ghost says, * The Chiarch of
the Theszalonians in God the Father
and in the Lord Jesus Clrit.,” It
is common now to hear peple say,
T.ook at the Scotech Church, or the
English Church, and whea you turn
round io see a gathering of chris-
tians, you see a building of wood or
bricks. In writing to the Corinthi-
ans, the Apostle sayy “To the Church
of God which is at Corinth.”

The church is God’s gathering of
saved people. It is not a people
trying how they can get to heaven,
bhut a people whom God has got
hold of—the church in God the fa-
ther and in the Lord Jesus Chuist,
and not a set of people trying to get
their salvation.
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When you talk to & person about
heaven, he says, oh! I wish I could
get therel

Poor sinner ! you cannot get your-
self there 1 God must get you there.

Salvation is God’s salvation. Hea-
ven is God’s heaven. A believer is
in God and he is sure of heaven.

God has taken him up in Jesus,
and made him partaker of divine
nature; and this is a christian.

Paul writes a letter to the chris-
tiang at Thessalonica, and he con-
templates them all as in the salva-
tion of Christ Jesus.

What wretcbed christianity you
see now ! crowds of people flocking
into buildings and receiving sacra-
ments, and you ask onc of them,
Are you saved ? and he says, Oh! 1
don’t know ! who knows that 7 They
know no more of truc christianity
than the heathen in the busiu
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Paul and Silvanws and Timobeus
walked into Thessalonica ; -there
they preached the gospel—ithey de-
clared pardon, free salvation, free to
all who believed in Christ Jesus,
and these christians were gathered
out. ’

What made them happy in re-
menbering these believers 7 Ti was
their work of faith, and labour of
love, and patience of hope.

I woulkl make a few obscrvations
on these three. 1st, their Work of
Faith, What is faith ? It is receiv-
ing Christ into the soul. Faith is
a rceeiver. Their faith took hold
of the love of God. Faith saw
their rescue and redemption in
Christ at the right hand of God
above. They received the testi-
mony to Jesus—what God had done
by Jesus for their salvation. If
there is no faith in the heart, thep
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there can be no work of faith, or
labour of love. If you see 2 man
trying to work himself up to God,
you see a man going away from
God—H you see a christian trying
Ly ordinances to get himseld to
&od, you see s man falling from
grace.

What are the works of u christian?
Christ’s works are the works of a
christinn.  Christ always worked
from God, and it iz Christ working
in ug now-—working from God—and
this is {abour of flove.

Puatience of hope. Tlope is look-
ing for something that you have not
got yet.  You are not hoping for par-
don, for you have got pardon. Yeu
are not hoping for life, for you have
got life. You are not hoping fo he
the children of God, for you can ery
Abba, Father. You are not hoping
to be in God, for that you are now.
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But you are hoping for resurrection
glory. You are hoping to see Jesus
as He iz in heaven, in a resurrection
body. You are hoping to he free
from all sin and all temptation.

Ts this the aim of your soul? Is
this the desire of your heart? then
with patience wait for it. Be pa-
tient a little, but let the hope be
strong upon your heart.

Tt does not yet appear what we
shall be ; but we Anow what we shall
be. All of you whe are now believ-
ing in the blood shall see the glory.
Be patient a little now. We are
not waiting to see the cities of the
nations converted now ; but we are
waiting for the Lord to come.

“In the sight of God and our Fa-
ther.” God’s wing of love is spread
over you. Nothing is so interesting
in this town to Lim as the believers
in Jesus ; for every thing clse is aw-
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ful except the believers in Christ.
Look up, O belever, look up : God
is looking down upon you. God’s
eye is ever on His little family.

“ Knowing, brethren beloved, your
election of Glod”” You are never to
go to the election of God for peace—
you are 10 look at the finished work
of Jesus : but when you see the love
of God, then you know your own
election.

“ Having received the word in much
affliction with joy of the Holy Ghost.”
Some of them were hated and perse-
cuted by their velations, and suffered
in their trades ; but they had juy of
the Holy Grhost. One of them might
gay, I bave lost my father and my
mother, bat the Lord has taken me
up. I have lost my friends, but I
hiave an innumerable company of an-
gels, and the church of the first born
which are written in heaven. The
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Holy Ghost tells you wlat you have
come to—what you have got. In
your flesh you feel what you bave lost
here.

You often now hear a person gay,
I hope I shall be saved when I dic;
and you see people intending to send
for a minister; but these christiang
were waiting for the Lord o come
back—they were waiting for the Son
from heaven, even Jesus who deliv-
ered us from the wrath to come. He
has now delivered us.

As helievers in Jesus, we are as
much the chureh in God the Father
and in the Lord Jesus Christ, us
they were.
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ON THE S3ERVICES OF THE MEM-
BERS OF THE BODY OF CHEIST.

Rowm. xr1.; 1 Cor. X1i., x1r., XIv,

NOTES TAKEN AT A MUETING OF BRETHREN AT
PETER’S WALL, DEMERARA, DEC, 1844,

LEONARD STRONG.

It is not until the Apostle instruc-
ted the saints in the mercies of God
to them ag ginners, and His future
mercies to Israel, now east off, that he
exhorts them to service.

The gifts spoken of in Rom. xii.
are all abiding things until the church
i3 taken up.

None of the gifts are handed down
from man to man—they are not con-
ferred by ordination—but they are
direct from God.

If any brother was desirous to be
above another—io be highly esteem-
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ed ag a teacher in the church—there
igno love in that ; {for love sceketh not
her own.

When we consider that any gift
for evangelizing or pastorship is a
gift from Christ, how careful we
should be in the exercise of such.

We now ave come to the end of the
dispensation. The outward power,
as seen in the beginning of it, is bro-
ken; but the Iloly Ghost is in the
members. The energy of the Holy
Ghost in seme brother, brings out
the truth ; so God still works in tes-
timony and grace,

In the apostles’ days, no one waos
qualified by crdination, but by the
Holy Ghost. We should be eareful
that we do own the Holy Ghost
wherc we see Him working.

Nehemiah was a eup bearer to the
gentlle. e was neither of the tribe
of Judah, nor a priest. e is led to
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enquire how the remnant at Jerusas
lem got on. God enlists his eym-
pathies in behalf of His name and
people. He locks up to God for ev-
ery step he takes. God’s hand is
upon him : the hearts of the people
ave bent to him: the word of God
has power in his hand, and the ener-
gies of God in him is owned by all
Israel

CHABRLES H. AVELINE.

The servant of Christ should live
unto the Lord, not unto himself. It
is for the glory of God we should do
sny thing. Whenever I speak or
pray, I should say, Iz my desire to
glorify God? Am T actuated by
the Holy Ghost ? If not, it is posi-
tive evil “If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God.”
Let God have the glory of it. Ido
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feel that oftentimes men speal when
God does not lead- them to speak.
What we do should be in communion
with our living TTead.

QOur service for Christ will not be
very gratifying to the flesh—we have
a cross to bear.  So it was with the
prophets of old.  Jonah felt it so
trying that he ran away. When Je-
sus said, “If any man serve me, let
him follow me,” He was then going
to the eross.  Tivery true member in
the body has its use. If we will e
special servants of the Lord, it will
lead us into more trial. I believe
those whom God most uses are those
who most of all yield themselves a
living sacrifice. I have seen thaf,
that thoge who are most self-denying
are those whom God most uses—
mwst honours.

That which we do should be accor-
ding to the proportion of faith, If
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what we say is not for edification ox
exhortation or comfort, it does not
appear to be worthy of God—it is
of no use in the chwrch. But all
have not such a gift; and if one
wonld try to put himseif in that place,
when the Lord has not put him there,
le will do evil. It is iinportant that
we should all endeavour to discern
what our place in the body is, in or-
der tlat we may be profitable. If
we are not seeking to glorify God in
it, it is worse than nothing at all—it
is positively sinning againgt God.
e may be trying to show off Lim-
soif.  'We must never forget that wo
must keep close to Christ in all these
things, and that it is in communion
with Christ that we must act.

Grod has left us here for o twofold
purpose—witnesses for Ifim and
against the evil around. May the
Lord keep every one in his proper
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place. May we never grieve Him by
withholding any service we may do ;
but may we not sin by putting cur-
selves into a place that He never
put us.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM
BRETHREN IN THE LORD.
Xo. 5.

Carhue, Dec. 1843.
We commonly read several psalma
or chapters in the morning before
working time. °‘Tis like walking
along under the firmament, where
we have not time to examine the va-
ried characters of beauty—His ten-
der mercies over all His worka, His
children may have discernment of
our Father's eye in an occasional
verse.
In the evening we dwell on a few
verses, sometimes only one,
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Roscrea, Jan, 1844,
WHEN a saint is in difficulty, Satan
often seeks to brealk up his eonfidence
in God ; he does waich his opportn-
nity, but we have a faithful guide in
the Spirit and word of God, which
leads into rich blessing. Often in a
time when all cutward resources are
dried up, God our Father gives us
bread to eat which the world knows
not of ; and we eat and are refreshed.
‘We often nigh have fainted
On this enchanted ground,
But now and then a cluster
Of precious grapes have found,

The Lord in His grace is giving
us here some very important and
precious lessons from the Revelation

and other portions of His word.
There is a dark growing power
of evil outside. How precious near
Himself ig the light of His holy word !
In locking at the dear saints, our
joy s in their standing in Christ;
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and the witness of this in their kife
is precious, © Stand fagtin the Loui ?
Phil. iv. 1,

There is much sorrow and failuve
in this dreary wilderness; but above,
all is joy and perfectness. “After he
had patiently enduved he obtained
the promise.” Heb. vi. 15,

Blessed it will be for the saints,
dear brother, when all iz over of this
wilderness.

Cork, Dee. 1848,
WHat the Lord iz doing at Deme-
rara comforts our hearts.

The meeting at Liverpool was
very sweeb. What appeared to me
evident amongst the brethren was,
the deszire to have more communicn
and fellowship with Grod, and a holy
desire after Him, I fecl communion
with brethren sweet, and a desire
that more intercourse should be with
brethren in England and Ireland.
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Na. 10, Jury, 1845. Vor. L.

ON THE PARABLE OF THE NOBLE-
MAN WHO WENT INTO A FAR
COUNTRY.

LoRe xix. 11—28.

KOTES OF A LEQCTURE 1N GEORGE TOWN, DEMEB~
RARA, FEB. 1844.

LEONARD STRONG,
Arrsr all that God’s Israel had
been taught in which they ought to
have learned the evil of the flesh, and
that there was no salvation but in
(God : and that when their Messiab
came, He would pgive them a new
heart and a new life ; after all this,

I
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they wanted to be taught that they
must be born again, that if God puts
any one in blessing, it must be in
new creation. This was what it was
hard for them to learn.

In John's gospel, Jesus is thus
set forth as the life. In Luke's gos-
pel we see what must be wrought in
man before he can come into blessing.

The Jewish nation got a lesson
from John the Baptist, that they
should repent and confess their sins
and look at the Lamb, the taker away
of the sins of the world.

Still they thought that they were
quite ready to enter into the king-
dom, or that they only wanted a little
teaching, asthe young man who came
asking, what good thing shall T do ;
or as Nicodemuns who came acknow-
ledging Christ as a teacher.

There were a number of Jews who
looked at Ihim as the Messiah, and
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thought that e would establish their
kingdom. In thinking this, were
they wrong 7 No. But in thinking
that they could get it in the flesh.
How many Christians are in another
error now, thinking that Christ will
not reign at Jerusalem, but in this
they go away from the propheis who
testify that they shall call Jerusalem
the throne of the Lord, Jer. ii. 17,
and that out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. Ts. ii.

In this parable He tells us what
should firsi happen, “Ile added and
spake a parable because he was nigh
to dJerusalem, and hecause they
thonght that the kingdom of God
should immediately appear. He gaid
therefore, A certain nobleman went
into a far country, to receive for him-
gelf a kingdom, and to return.

Who is this certain nobleman ? the
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Lord Jesug-—the man Christ Jesug——
He is the only n0ble man. We
know there are great kings in the
earth, boasting of their blood and
noble descent. But they are poor
hell deserving sinners who have all
come from one corrupt stem. FHow
can that be called nohle that must
belaid down as erucified on the cross
that we may take new life with the
nobleman whe came down from hea-
ven to die, that rising again He might
bring into life and nobility all poor
sinners who would renounce their
own pedigrees ?

This nobleman iz gone to the right
hand of God, and when the time
comes for Him to take His kingdom
He will come back again, as we read
in Daniel. I saw in the night vi-
sions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clonds of hea-
ven and came to the Ancient of days,
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and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him do-
minion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and lan-
guages, should gerve him : his do-
minjon is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be de-
stroyed. (Dan. vii. 13, 14.) This ig
the Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom.

The Jews were all intelligent of
this prophecy. When He was asked
by the High Priest if Ie were the
Christ, He answered, ¢ Hereafter
shall ye see the Son of man sitting
on the right hand of power, and com-
ing in the clouds of heaven.” Mat.
xxvi. 64,

The nobleman called his ten ser-
vants. These are the saints, No
one can be a servant till he is born
again : if he is not born again, it will
be soon proved that he is no servant,
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Before Christ came, Israel oceupied
for God in the earth. Since man
was cast out, God had some to oceupy
for him all along—they were God’s
repositories. Abel occupied for God.
Noah occupied for God. Abraham
occupied. But now Jesus was going
te reject Jernsalem, Israel being no
longer to occupy for Him, and then
He was going to take up His saints
to occupy till He came.

And so they have always done,
Let the Devil raise up idolatry as he
¢an, under the name of christianity,
yet he never could put do®n a wit-
ness for the truth in some who ac- '
knowledged Christ to be all, and to 5
be their only head.

In the book of the Revelatmn, all
believers are called servants, it is ““the
Revelation of Jesus Christ which God |
gave unto Him to show unio His ser-
vans.” They are they who occupy 1
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till Jesug returns. There is another
compuny-—ihe citizens—these are the
Jewish nation. When He went up
from the mount of Olives, He had
servants waiting in Jerusalem, till
they were endued with power from
on bigh. They then gave their first
testimony to the citizens.

When Pilate wrote on the cross,
Jesus or NAZARETH, THE KING OF
TAE JEws, the chief priests said,
‘Write not, the king of the Jews:
but that He said, I am the king of
the Jews. But Pilate answered,
what I have written, I have written.
And g0 these servants testified in the
streets of Jerusalem.—This Jesus,
whom ye crucified, God has exalted.
If you receive Him, the times of re-
freshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord. But what did they do?
They imprisoned Peter, they impri-
soncd Johm, they beat the Apostles
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and they killed Stephen. And what
happened then? Jerusalem was ta-
ken and destroyed, the Jews were
scattered, and the servants were left
to oceupy till He comes, (Greneration
after generation has passed away, but
the word comes to the heart of every
belever, Servant of Christ, oceupy
till He comes.

When He comes back, then comes
judgment, first of the servants, sc-
cond -of the citizens: then is king-
dom is set up.

Tle commands these servants to be
called unto Him, to whom He had
given the money, that He might know
how much every man had gained by
trading. Then came the first, saying,
Lord, thy pound hath gained ten
pounds: And he said unto him, Well,
thou good servant ; becanse thou hast
been taithful in a very Litile, have thou
authority over ten clties.”
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Mind, He is coming to reigzn—to
get up the kingdem. The servants
will be honoured with honourable pla-
ces, as they have been faithful here.
If we are faithful in little, we shall
be faithful also in much. We must
now be faithful in that which is ano-
ther man’s; He will then give us
that which is our own—It will be our
own hononr,

It is evident here that the pound
is not life. You must be saved be-
fore you can be & servant.

You must also see that the name
servant extends to those who say
they are servants—who take officc—
but who never served at all.

In Luke xii. 45, we read of the
servant who hag his portion with the
unbelievers—He is reslly an unbe-
liever. They who stand in the place
of servants, will bo judged according
o that place.
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The judgment of saintsis a judg-
ment of service; no true saint will
be judged as a sinner: but this man
was not a christian.  How can a man
be a christian but by knowing that
he has entered into the love of God?
—Jnowing God as a God of grace.

This man might have had the Bi-
ble in his hand, and doctrines in his
head, but he could not trade for God
—he had no power—he did not know
whore Grod had given power—he had
not the strength and Life of Jesus in
him. Who can serve God, who does
not know the love and grace of
God?

The kingdom of heaven is likewize
taken in an extensive sense, “The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven,
which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was
leavened.,” At the close of this dis-
pensation, christianity will be a wick-
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ed thing in the earth; atill it is
called the kingdom of heaven.

So this man called himself a ser-
vant, but he did not know God in
grace.

When we read of the judgment on
the image (See Dan. ii.); that has
nothing to do with us; we are coming
with Christ to this judgment. So in
the judgment of the beast, and the
kings of the earth, and their armies,
and of the Jevws as the citizens.

These Judgments are all distinet
from the judgment of the servants.
They are called to meet the Lord
in the air, and to answer to Him for
their serviee.

The man that gained ten pounds,
does not say, I gained ten pounds,
but, *“Lord, thy pound hath gaired
ten pounds”—it has multiplied itself;
God’s gifts, when used faithfully, will
multiply in your hands; and every
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one will get according to the use of
his talent.

So with David and-his servants.
All thoge who had been faithful and
fought with David, got the highest
places when he caceinto the kingdom.

The twelve Apostles shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.

There are these places to be gained.
But remembher that that man who
never occnpied for the Lord, never
knew the Lord.

Ag to the enemies, the same gene-
ration of Jews that hated Him when
He came, will be found there hating
when He comes again. This shews
that the Jews will be then in Jeru-
salem, as Christ said, This generation
shall not pass away till all these
things be fulflled.

As the generation of Jews are
continued as the same enemies, so
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the saints continue as the same ser-
vants,

We are not told to be locking for
death, bot to occupy tHl Christ
comes,

He told them of the time when
they wonld see Jernsalem compassed
with armies, but that was not Iis
coming; there were other things
then to come on: it was to be trod-
den down till the times of the Gen-
tiles were fulfilled—there was to be
a space: but with the christian it is,
I am to oceupy till Jesus comes that
He may be glorified in me.

He is not glorified in the evil ser-
vant; and e says, take the thought
you had of me, and go info outer
darkness.

Let ns remember that we are
Christ’s servants oecupying till He
comes.

0 beloved, look up. God in call-
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ing us to serve Him, is calling us to
taste more of His grace. The more
we go to the source of our power,
the more happy we shall be.

You never saw a well-gerving saint
who was not happy. The more yon
dwell on what the Lord has done in
serving you, the better you will serve
Him.

Ye servants of the Lord |
Each in His office wait,

Observant of His heaverly word,
And watchful at His gate,

ON ABIDING IN CHRIST, AND
BRINGING FORTH FRUIT.

Joux xv.

Every thing conneected with the
power of godliness should he speciaily
precious to us in these last days;
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and therefore the things that come
directly from Christ should be of all
value to us, in confrast with those
things that come from man and from
the world.

Christ is the true vine which has
brought forth much fruit in bringing
from death unto life those who have
aceess unto the Father as His chil-
dren, as also in having all His works
for the glory of the Father in the
blessing of His children.

Christ bas called us into fellowship
with Himself in this,

The Father’s purpose about usis
that-it should be so, and He will not
allow of it’s being otherwise.

It is a very awful thing to see any
one satisfied with holding the doc-
trines of salvation, and supposing
that he need not show out Christ in
his life.

Having found Christ preclous te
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- ourselves, we mnst be the ministers
of the preciousness that iz in Him. .

It is not by some great offort that
we do this, but by abiding in Him.,
“Ile that abideth in me, and T in
him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit.” When we are rich in our
own personal blessing, then we shall
be rich in our gervice too.

‘We know not in how many ways
fruit may be brought forth and the
Father be glorified, when we are rich
in our own communion with Christ.

When we are in communion with
Christ, in His love to us in laying
down His life for us, we shall then
be led out in the same Jove, in ser-
vigz for Christ, toward others. See
verses 12-—14.,

When we lLave communion with
Christ as His friends, in those things
which He has made known unto us,
wa shall then present Him in the
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same grace unto others, that they too
may have the bhappiness and liberty
of being His friends also. See ver.
15. '

There are two great forms of evil
in the natural man, from which the
saints have deliverance in Christ.
These two are esrruption and violence.

Christ as the true vine had neither
of theze thinge at all in him. He
loved the Father and He laid down
Hig lLife for His friends; and as
branches in Him we are called into
the same fruitfuiness.

These two forms of evil are spe-
cially marked in the wickedness of
man at the time of the flood. ¢ The
earth also was corrupt before God,
and the earth was filled with violence.”

The corrupiion was specially eon-
necied with the daughters of men,
that were fair.

The violence was specially con-
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nected with the giants, that were
mighty men, men of renown. See
Gen. vi. i

These two forms of evil are also
marked in the book of Proverbs, in
the evil man and in the strange wo-
man,

But the contrast was in Christ,
He did no violence, neither was any
deceit found in His mouth. Is. liii. 9.

These two are also presented in
the book of Revelation, in the great
whore, and in the beast, The one
corrupted the earth, and the other
made war with the saints.

From all these things we have de-
liverance in Christ, and having union
with Him in life, and partaking of
His Spirit, are made to bring forth
fruit to the glory of God the Father.
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TIHE YOUNG MAN VOID OF
UNDERSTANDING.
PROY. VL.

THE young man is cne of the special
subjects of teaching in the book of
Proverbs, See chap. 1. 4, “To give
subtilty to the simple, to the young
man knowledge and discretion.”

In this book the strange woman is
one of the special evil objects from
which deliverance is given in the wis-
dom of God; “To deliver thee from
the strange woman, even from the
stranger which flattereth with her
words.” Chap. ji. 16.

In Chrisi we have the wisdom of
God in which there is deliverance
from all the seductive temptations of
this evil world, “when wisdom enter-
eth into thine heart, and knowledge
is pleasant unto thy soul, discretion
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shall. preserve thee, understanding
shall keep thee,” Chap. ii. 10, 11.

Buot he who fell a victim to the
flattering lips of the one who was
subtil of heart, was a young man
void of understanding.

If Christ is not received, then
there will be no escape from the de-
ceitfulness of sin.

In the way of godly preservation,
we are not only called into the right
ways of the Lord, but we are also
warned against entering into tempta-
tion ; and so warning is thus given
to the children of God, in reference
to the strange woman, “ [Tear me now
therefore, O ye children, and depart
not from the words of my mouth.
Remove thy way far from her, and
come not nigh the deor of her house.”
Chap. v. 7, 8.

Such is the sericus and needful
warning against entering into temp-



tation ; but the young mé
understanding heeds it n
rectly transgresses this imp‘%A
tion. Tt is marked as the firs Qll
in his course when on the roa
ruin, ¥ At the window of my house
I looked through my casement, and
beheld among the simple ones, 1 dis-
cerned. among the youths, a young
man, void of understanding, passing
through the street near her corner;
and he went the way to her house ;”
See chap. vil. 6—8.

He should have said within himself,
The word of (God has said o me,
“Come not nigh the door of her
house,” I eanuvot go on in such a
conrse ; bt this young man despised
the word of God, and he went the
way of his own heart, for he went
the way to her Houses and thus be-
gan his miserable course, \

May the Lo;rd mak t\7 very anb-
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Ject to all the ways of His wisdom.

The next thing that marked the
course of the youug man void of un-
derstanding was, that it was “in the
twilight, in the evening, in the black
and dark night,” that he walked that
way. In this the word of God was
again tranggressed; for it had been
previously declared that it was the
way of the evil man to leave the
paths of uprightnoss te walk in the
ways of darkness, and that under-
standing should keep him from- this,
See chap. ii. 12, 13: but he was void
of understanding and therefore he
heeded not these words, bui he
walked in the twilight, in the even-
ing, in the black and dark night.

Let us take heed that we walk as
the children of the light, and that we
have 1o fellowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness.

We cannot trifle with temptations,
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or lightly enter on ensnaring paths.
“Hearken unto me now therefore,
O ye children, ard attend to the
words of my mouth, Let not thine
heart decline to her ways, go not
astray in, her paths: for she hath
cast down many wounded ; yea, many
strong men have been slain by her.
Her Louse is the way to hell, going
down to the chambers of death.”

ISRAEL AND JERUSALEM IN THE
TIMES OF REFRESHING.
ZEcH, xII. 10, TO THE END OF THE BOOK.

¥OTES OF LECTURES IN ¢QRK, JUNE 1844,

§. ¢, BELLETT.
TuE interpretation of such prophetic
seriptures belongs to Israel, yet, in
principle, we have our portion.
The Spirit is here telling of the
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ways of God with Tsrael in days yet
to eome.

Ist. The Spirit of grace and of
supplication is poured upon them—
they mourn for their sin. Thus we
gee them convicted of sin. '

2nd. The fountain is opéned—the
wounded side of Jesus sends forth
the cleansing flood—their scarlet sing
are made whiter than snow.

3rd. We see them a self-judging
people—-the idols axe put away. They
now search out every thing contrary
to the mind of Jesus. See chap. xiii.
2—4.

4th. We see them in communion—
they come and enquire—* What are
these wounds in thine hands 7 Here
they delight to search the depth of
His sorrows. Jerusalem, the hLigh-
priest’s palace, Pilate’s judgment-
seat, and Calvary, convey wondrous
things to their souls.
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Then, in chap. xiv., we see them a
glorious people. Jesus comes back
to the Mount of Olives. There He
bad once been in humiliation ; but
now the scene is changed, and He is
in brightest glory, and e has all His
saints with Him. The light of His
presence now begins to show itself—
“ At evening time it shall be light.”
Here the order of nature is changed,
for according to it, the evening would
lead to midnmight ; but now the morn-
ing of a glorious day dawns upon Is-
rael and the world at evening time.
Ti is like the sun going back in the
dial of Ahasz.

Next we have the effects of this
day. “Living waters shall go out
from dJerusalem.” Also no change
of season shall interrupt them—in
summer and in winter shall it be.

Next, the Lord is King over all
the earth. All now bows benesth
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the peaceful sceptre of Jesus. See
Pa. Ixxil. and Ixxxv.

This glory that fills the scene, falls
with the greatest power upon Israel.
Ver. 10 says, that the adjacent places
are turned to a plain, and that Jern-
salem is lifted up, to enjoy the better
these beams of glory. Then it rests
in comfort—men shall dwell in it,
and there shall be no more utter de-
gtruction,butJerusalem shall be safely
inhabited.

Next, Israel’s enemies are plagued,
verses 12 fo 15.

Then the feast of tabernacles is
being lheld at Jerusalem, and all the
nations must go up onee a year to
keep it. 1t is implied that Egypt
will not go up, verse 18,

This lovely scene closes with what
is the foundation of all joy, whether
Lere or there— Holiness untc the
Lord” ANl wears the aspect of
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priestly sanctity—¢Holiness becom-
eth thine house, O Lord, for ever.”
None but worshippers can dwell in
this house. There must be no Ca-
naanite there.

ON THE COMING OF THE LORD.

NOTES TAKEN AT A MEETING OF BRETHREN IX
LONDON, JULY, 1841,

J. N. DARBY.

Tz coming of the Lord Jesus Christ’
has an aspect, as to conscience, toward
the whole world. As to conscience,
we stand here in the world ; but it
has its joys for the heart of a saint,
and these the world can know no-
thing about.

You act upon the conscience of a
saint, ag in the world, hecause he hag
the same flesh as the world. You
would act on his conecience as to
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falling s3way, and he never falls away.
I would subject my conscience to the
Lord’s coming, as to thethings here;
but when He comes I shall come with
Him.

We never should forget that while
down here we never get out of the
region of comscience, however high
we may get into the region of bliss.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM
BRETHREN IN TUE LORD.—No. 6.

Birmingham, Dec. 1843,
May the Lord be with you, to
strengthen you for the work you have
taken in hand. It is not, dear bro-
ther, ordinary work, and ordinary
grace, go to speak, will not be suffi-
cient for you to stand for God in it.
Donbtless you bave before this proved
that the mere circumstanes of being
a missionary will not bring grace and
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devotedness to your soul. No, dear
brother, we may profess or undertake
any thing ; but it is only as Jesus
giveth, and strengtheneth owr souls
to keep what He giveth, that we
shall be fit to undertake any thing
for God. Ipray that you may know
what it is to be much alone with Him,
and {o have your soul so filled with
His gracious presenec thai you may
be cnabled from your heart to say,
“ Lord, it is enough,” and that you
may know the joy of undertaking
any litile thing to which you put
your hand, as in service to the Lord
and Master., Al! dear Dbrother, it
is comparatively casy to be doing,
but it is a great thing to do wnfo the
Lord. To set the Lord before us,
from our uprising till we lay down to
rest again, this is true serviece and
true blessedness. May you have
grace to follow after this. Youknow,
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if we would make any attainment,
we should seek great things. See Col.
iii. 1.—3. But, dear brother, seck them
on your knees. Oh! struggle with
svery hindrance to prayer, and there
is nothing in which we meet wilh
greater hindrances ; for, as the little
hymn, T believe, truly says,

“* Satan trembles when he sees

The weakest saint upon bis knees,”

I would specially urge upon you
this waiting upon Grod, for any thing
touching your own personal holiness
and devotedness, as well as the ser-
vice in which you are engaged ; and
be not discouraged, but go on wait-
ing still upon the Lord, until He arise
on your behalf.

There has been great study of the
word, and consequent knowledge,
among brethren ; but it is prayer
that gives a sweet savour io know-
ledge, and that gives power to the
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word in 118 ; and without this we bave
seen how poor and weak it is, either
to keep ourselves in the hour of temp-
tation, or to minister truly to the
souls of others—I say specially to
the sounls; I know that it will fill our
hearts with notious, but notions are
not Christ, and it is with Him and out
of His fulness that we need to be
filled. Dear brother, pray, pray,
pray ! and the good Lord answer
you, and make your soul as a watered
garden, bringing forth fruit profitable
io others, and abounding to God’s
glory.
Plymouth, Jan. 1844,
A few days ago I received your
letter of the 14th Deec., giving an ac-
count of the journey of our brethren
in the Lord, Aveline and Meyer, to
the interior, and the Lord’s interfe-
rence in delivering the latter in the
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day when hLe cried unto Him in the
desert. The Lord is always ready
to show that He is nigh unto all
them that call upon Him, to all that
call upon Him in sincerity and trnth,

We bless God for the grace given
unto the dear brethren labouring
with you, and we continue in praye:
for you all, that it may abound yel
more and more, that in quietness and
in patience ye may possess your souls,
doing what you do, unto the Lord.
The prize that is before us is worth
having; and in order that we may
have the present anticipative enjoy-
ment of it, it is worth suffering for
now. Those who suffer with ITim
zhall reign with Him. Is there not
something promised there which we
now experience, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12,
13? By faith overcoming, we tasle
more and more the powers of the
world to come.



SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

Neo. 11, AvevsT, 1845, Vor, L.

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF
JOSEPH.
YARKEN AT A MEETING OF BRETHREN AT CANAL
NO. Iff, DEMERARA, MAROH 25, 1845.

SAMUEL GRIFEITHS.
GeENesis xxxvir Jacob loved all
his children, but he loved Joseph su-
‘premely. Tt is easy to understand
why thig is so, for Joseph and his
father had communion. But the fa-
ther had no communion with his
other sons; and Joseph could have
no communion with his brethren.

The x=zxiv. chapter gives us the
M
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murder of the Shechemites. The fa-
ther could bave no communion with
murderers: Jacob said to Simeon
and Levi, “Yec have troubled me.”
verse 30.

Joseph brovght unte his father
their evil report. "These sons are
away from their father, and Joseph
among them ; bui he could have no
communion with his brethren in theiv
evil. He was compelled to be the
witness of it: if he had not power
to prevent if, he would go and lament
it ; he would go and lament over it
to his father, and pour out his heart
to him.

In the midst of all the evil we are
surrounded by, we have the Father
to pour out our hearts before.

In Joseph we have a type of Jesus,
the holy, harmless, undefiled one, in
the midst of sinners: He came into
an evil world and He saw nothing tb
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have coxnmounion with, but much to
weep over : He wept over Jerusalem.
His commanion was with the Father.

The Iove of Israel for Joseph was
not a selfish love—he could give up
Joseph to seek the welfare of his
brethren. There was also a readiness
in Joseph to go and seck the welfare
of his brethren, of whom he was
obliged to give Lis father an evil re-
port, and whe hated him.

Though Jacob was thus sendmg
Joseph ; it was not that the father
was ignorant of the mind of the
brethren toward Joseph; but the
father’s heart is going out in love to
his children, having many anxious
fears, yearning over them with bowels
of compassion.

Mark too the place, Sheckem, the
place where their evil had been done,
the place where two of them had
glain a number of men. See chap.
XXXV,
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As Jacob gave up Joseph, so God
gave up Jesus his Som.  “God so
loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.

God looked down and he saw that
the wickedness of man was great;
but He looked on them in love,

‘When Joseph’s brethren saw that
their father loved him more than all
his brethren, they hated him, and
conld not speak peaceably unte him.
This is the way of the world—when
God sets His favour on any, the envy
of the fiesh is sfirred up, So it was
with Cain and Abel: so it was with
Jacob and Esauv—Esau sought to kill
Jacob : so with Saul and David—
David the man after God's own heart,
and Saul honting him ag a partridge
upon the mountains, seeking to kill
him.
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“Thus it was with Jesus : the mani-
festation of the love of God brought
on the enmity that was in the hearts
of the Scribes and Pharisees.

In simplicity of heart and in open-
pess, Joseph told them his dreams ;
bnt they hated him yet the more.
When he told his father their evil
report, it was not in malice or ill-will ;
but he could have no communion
with them ; and he mourned over
them, and laid it before his father,

The Lord showed Joseph what
awaited bim in his exaltation; and
his heart was comforted and strength-
ened to go through suffering. So it
wag with Jesus. The Lord gra-
ciously deals with us. The dreams
of Joseph showed the coming king-
dom and glory.

‘When Joseph told them his dreams,
they rightly interproted them,  Shalt
thou indeed reign over us? or shalt
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thou indeed have dominior over ua ¥’
So it was with Jesus: when He spake
His parables, the Jows sufficiently
understood them to know that He
would take the place of king. But
they thought that they wonld put
Joseph to death, “they conspired
againgt him to slay him.” So with
Jesas—they ecrucified Ilim, DBut
there is that scripture that says,
“ Surely the wrath of man shall praise
thee: the remainder of wrath shalt
thou restrain.” Pg, lxxvi. 10.

It is our comfort to know, that
~when the wrath of man would go
further than wouald bring sbhout God’s
purposes, that He then restrains it.
Concerning the wicked there is an
expression in Scripture, “ I will put
my hook in thy nose, and my bridle
in thy lips,” Tsa. xxxvii. 29. He
can allow the evil to run as far as
He pleases, and then he taketh the
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wise in their own craftiness. The
very means ihey took io destroy Jo-
seph, proved fo be the very means
that brought about his exaltation.
The world may go on with its plans;
but God will bring about His own
purposes.

The only path that leads to ulti-
mate glory is the path of the eross.
Joseph had a pleasing prospect be-
fore him, bnt there was s painful
path to it. So with us, “If 30 be
that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.” Rom. viii.

-17. To go with the stream is not

the way that leads to glory.

It is impoertant to read this serip-
ture with great sobviety of mind,

The father would send his son to
Shechem, that blood stained place—
the place where that horrible deed
had been committed which drew down
that solemn curse which we have in
chap. xlix. § to 7.
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Joseph was not at home in She-
chem—he had no rest there—<ke
was wandering in the field” Gen.
xxxviil. 15. The world in scripture
is called the field, Matt. xiii. 38. As
with Joszeph, so with Jesus; He
could find no resting place in the
field : He wanted to find out his lost
brethren,

LEONARD STRONG,

T trust the Lord has led us to the
consideration of the history of Jo-
seph ; for we know that ITe had it
written for our instruction and com-
fort: we never should have Enown it,
unless the Lord had given it to us.

This book of Genesis is the be-
ginning of the Revelation of God to
man. The scriptures are a complete
book ending with the Revelation not
given to Moses, but to Jesus Chaist.
The book of Genesis is the first boon
God gave in the unfolding of His
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wondrous purposes of graceand glory,
by which He would have the man of
God perfect, throughly furnished un-
to all good works, In this book we
find the roots and springs of all God’s
purposes and blessings: It begins
with creation. The first chapter is
full and complete in itself: in it
there is the account of His creation
in which all was very good. God
creates for his own satisfaction. He
did not create evil : He did not create
pain : all these were brought in by
sin ; but in His creation all was bless-
ing. There was the man and all
things put under him—one whom He
had made in His own image, and
there He takes rest and satisfaetion
in His work. Gen i., ii.

The end of all God’s ways. and
dealings, is the manifestation of Him-
self that Fis creatures may. feed on
Him.
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‘We read then the ruin of these
things, but not the frustrating of
God’s plang, (Gen. iii,} We have
rather a developement of them. Cre-
ation though partially cursed is pre-
served and dealt with in grace, under
the promise of a deliverer in the wo-
man’s seed.

In scripture we see the devil be-
ginning as the serpent, and ending
as the dragon. As the serpent he
beguiled Eve : as the serpent le be-
guiles the church from the simplicity
that is in Christ. (2 Cor. xi. 1, 3):
and at last he comes as the dragon
to make war (Bev. xii.), and then he
is destroyed as Pharoah, the dragon
in the sea. Rev. xx., Isa. xxvil I,
Ez. xxix. 3. His work as the dra-
gon is soon to be seen in fearful ex-
ercise.

The end of that gracious dispen-
gation waa through the gin and unbe-


http://uo.be-

ON THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 323

lief of man, in the flood; and then
the earth is set up again in sacrifice,
{See Gen. vi.—viil.) the type of all
being set up again in Christ-——and
creation comes out again and blos-
soms onee more in Noah. Gen, ix.
After this which was only a type
or figure, all is spoiled again; and
ther Abrabam is taken up, and more
of the purposes of God are brought
out in him. He promises that in
him and in hig seed, all the families
of the earth shall be blessed. Then
wo have Isaac—a typo of Jesus—he
is used in bringing out Rebecea from
her lather’s house, who was a type
of the church as a bride for Chriat.
The steward preached Isaaze to her,
as the Holy Ghost preaches Jesus to
us. She is seen in his riches, and
adorned with his jewels that were
sent for her; and as a pilgrim she is
under the guidance and comfort of
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the steward’s testimony, journeying
toward her Isaac.

Then from Rebecca we have the
two children, Esan and Jacob—we
have the earthly christianity, the
apostacy, and the true one, are kept
on still. The christianity now in
the earth is like Esau—there are
those who are like the great tree in
which the birds of the air do lodge ;
and there are also those who are like
the litele dock, to whom it is their
Father’s good pleasure to give the
kingdom. See Luke xii. 2. We
see the weak way in which Jacob
goes forth ; but God suffers him not
to fail.

It is wonderful what roots of truih
there are in this book: and there is
something so sweet to find that amid
all God’s dealings with man, His
heart is set upon the bringing ount
the perfect man, His own Son Jesus.
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God's purposes are all in Chaist ;
we find all Geod’s histories, and =all
the events narrated by him, vividly
stamped with the impress of Clist,

God windsg up this book with the
Listory of Joseph. The history of
Joseph is a most interesting history.
The children in the schools love to
hear it, and have it impressed on
their memories: and with us, as be-
ing such a marked type of Jesus, it
should be infinitely more interest-
ing and indelibly impressed on our
minds. .

He gave him a coat of many co-
lours. There are many crowns, ma-
ny honours, high places, many reve-
lations of Jesus. The revelation as
to Joseph's future exaltation, that his
brethren might know it, is in keeping
with the character of Christ. The
seriptures of the prophets are full of
Christ, He opened to them the



226 SIMPLE TESTIMONTY.

books of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms. See Luke xxiv. 27, 44.

Joseph was sent in love to visit
hig brethren in Shechem, in their toils
and wanderings, where they were
out of communion with their father;
but they rejected him and sold him.
Joseph then was separated from his
brethren, and they went on without
him, for Joseph was not: he was as
it were cut off out of the land of the
living, and thus the type of Jesus:
but at last he is taken up out of the
prison, and made govenor of all the
land of Egypt, and all things arc put
into his hands—the pleasure of the
Lord prospers in his hand. Al this
is done suddenly. Then we have the
{ulfilment of his dreams-—His bre-
thren bow down to him.

When he iz exalted, his brethren
are pricked in their heart and ae-
knowledge him. They are humbled,
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and Joseph pardonsthem and preaches
to them, showing that all was or-
dained of God. Joseph preaches io
them as Peter does to the Jews
(Acts iii.) : “and now brethren T wot
that through ignorance ye did it, as
did also your rulers. But those
things which God before had showed
by the mouth of all his prophets that
Christ should suffer, He hath so ful-
filled !” He tells them that all was
for blessing. And he said, I am
Joseph your brother whom ye sold
into Egypt. Now, therefore, he not
grieved mor angry with yourselves
that ye sold me hither, for God did
send me before you to preserve life.”
“ So, now, it wag not you that sent
me hither, but Ged.” Gen. xlv.

If he had not thus been cast out,
he would not have been thus exalted.
It was what happened to him in the
dungeon that brought him to be ex-
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alted before the king. So with the
TLord Jesus ; it was through his
obedience and suffering here that
God exalted Him, and will make
Him rule over all the earth.

There are some beautiful portions
at the end of Jacob’s history—his
blessing the sons of Joseph, Ephraim
and Manasseh; for God had made
Joseph fruitful in the land of his
affliction ; and made him to forget all
hig toil, and all his father’s house.
In them we have the special election
of Jacob’s heart—a type of the
Church—the children of God that
are gathered now. There was an
electing purpose in Jacob’s mind
before he saw themn. Te did not
know them, but asked, “ Who are
thess ?”  He says, *They shall be
mine.” Chap. xIv. 3. God chooses
us before we spring inte being ; and
when in being, then he blesses us.
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Judah got the sceptre, but Joseph
had the birthright. In Judah we
have the family from which Jesus
sprang according to the flesh; but
in Joseph we have the real type of
Jesus—Iirom thence is the shepherd,
the stone of Isracl. The blessings
were poured upon the head of
Joseph.

In Reuben, that which would be
naturally strong ecame to nothing—
the beginning of Jacob’s strength
failed—this ever must be so; this is
God’s way, that His strength may be
perfected in man’s weakness. Jo-
seph, the weak one, and the scn of
the weak one, gets the dignity ; bug
Eeuben fails, *“ Reuben, thou art my
first-born, my might, and the begin-
ning of my strength, the cxecllency
of dignity, and the exceilency of
power : unsiable ag water thou shalt
not excel.” All natural strength is
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weakness : real strength s from God
ounly. Of Joseph it was said, “Jo-
seph iz a fruitful hough, even a
fruitful Dbough by a well, whose
branches run over the wall™—#he true
vine, see John xv. “The archers
have sorely grieved him and shot at
him, and hated him. Bat his bow
abode in strength, and the arms of
his hands were made sirong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob;
from thence is the Shepherd the
Stone of Israel.” All thisis Jesus—
Jesus is the chief corner stoune, elect,
precious. He is the Giood Shepherd.
The Holy Ghost at once connects
Jesus with Joseph, All blessing is
through Jesus, blessings of heaven
above, blessings of the deep that lieth
under, blessings of the breast and of
the womb. He iz the receiver of
blessings, not only for the church and
for Tsrael, but for all lands.
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We see Pharoah setting Joseph
over all the lands. Joseph is acknow-
ledged by all to have saved their
lives—he was the preserver of life
and the sustainer of life—he had the
stores of life and the stores of bles-
singe. Pharoah said, Go to Joseph :
50 now we say, o to Jesus. He
who would be saved from famine, let
him go to Joseph—he who would get
life, let him go to Jesus: he who
would be sustained in life, let him
cleave to Jesus, There iz no life
separated from Him,

Joseplh bought up all the land for
Pharoah ; so (zod will get his rights
agnin : his rights have been usurped ;
but He will get them through Jesus.
Man has been holding the possession
of the earth in fellowship with the
adversary against God. Cain was a
usurper of the rights of God. Every
one that says, © This iz mine,” with-
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out a reference to God, is 2 usurper
of the rights of God : but Jesus will
bring every thing back to God. We
see men now setting up themselves.
1t is awful now to see so many boast-
ing, We have got our rights, or We
must stand up for our rights; but
the day is coming when every one
will be brought as tame as the people
of Egypt ; for “the earth is the
Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the
world and they that dwell therein,”
Psalm =xxiv. 1. 1 Cor. x. 25, 96.
We do not see this owned by the
world now ; butit will be owned, and
they will say, thou hast saved us, our
Lord Jesus ; and we will be Ged's
servants for ever, And so every
blade of grass will be owned as be-
longing to God. That is what Jesus
will effect. He will make every man
own that all he enjoys belongs to
God.
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What does Jesus do with the sin-
ner but make him feel the famine,
that he may come and feed upon the
Father’s bounty. The poor prodigal
began by saying, ¢ (Grive me the por-
tion of goods that falleth to me;”
but he was afterwards glad to come
back, and live upon his father, Luke
xv. So it is with every soul that is
brovghtback indesus. ‘What brought
the prodigal back to his father ¥ the
famine. What broughi the people to
Jogeph ? the famine, What brought
us to Jesus ? the famine. We live
upon the life that iz in Jesus; we
cannot do without Him. We are
gick of ourselves, but we live in the
life that is in Jesus for ever,

We now sometimes try to get com-
fort and support in and through the
flesh ; and we sometimes think thag
we can do without Him ; but then
we get miserable and unhappy, and
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must creep back and say, Lord Jesus,
I cannot do without thee.

In that way Jesus will tame this
world, which now is, as it were, fall of
ravening wild beasts. A time will
come when Jesus will he able to say,
I have bought you all—I have
bought you with nay blood,-—and they
will not rebel.

Joseph took up all for Pharoah,—
the money, the cattle, the land, the
people, and he said, Here is seed for
you, and ye shall sow theland. And
they said, Thou hast saved our lives,
let us find grace in thy sight, and we
will be Pharoah’s servants, They
look to Joseph for grace to be Pha-
roal's servants. Thus we see the
majesty of Joseph in ihe new state,
all undor him in blesging.

After Joseph had bought the land,
he then put the people in their
places. Happy time will that be
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when Jesus orders the tribes of the
land—puts them in their Goshen—
puts the nations in their places—and
ghows them how He has bought them
with Iia blood, and tells them to own
Godinall they do. Ttwill be so with
the whole earth in that day, through
God’s grace.  All will become the
willing servants of God for ever.
This will be perfeet in the new
heavens and the new earth.

All this began with the meeting of
Joseph and his brethven. They are
reconciled—they confess their sin,
and they acknowledge Joseph—they
bow down to their brother—ihe
dreams come to pass—and all is bles-
sing.

Thaz will Jesus bring all things
back—all things to God—Dby first
bringing all things under Himself, and
then under God. e will deliver up
the kingdom fo God, even the Father,
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when He shall have put down all
role and authority and power,
1 Cor, xv.

This history ends with Joseph
giving commandment concerning his
hones. His bones were left as a
memorial that God would visit Tsrael
and bring them out of Egypt unto
the land that he sware to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob. So our bles-
sed Jesus, who did not see corruption,”
left Himself a testimony to us. Tis
bones flourished and rose up again.
“ So also them that sleep in Jesuswill
God brirg with him : and we which
are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air, and so
shall we ever be with the Lord”
1 Thess. iv.

May the Lord keep our hearts
upon Jesus. Nothing iz so sweet as
10 have our hearts filled with Jesus.
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JOSEPH P. COLLIER.

The person of Jesus is shown forth
in the scriptures by many characters,
He had so many gleries and offices
to sustain.

It is good often to read the viith of
the Acts to see there the types of
Jesus in the very short accounts
given of the different persons that
are therc used to unfeld Him in His
varied characters,

e is there shown forth in Joseph,
Moses, Joshua, David, and Solomon.
We see God raising up a deliverer in
a time of need ; it has cver been so.
Solomon is the end of the history of
Jesus,

It iz very comforting to see that
though man would endeavour to hin-
der ‘God’s purposes from being ac-
complished, yet God is faithful.

I would make a few remarks upon
envy. Envy is a lust of the flegh.
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Joseph wag envied by his brethren.
So it was with Jesus: when Jesus
was in the land of Israel, e was
mighty in words and decds ; and such
was tbe power by which He spake
that those who heard Him were con-
strained to say, Never man spake
like this man, DBut the scribes and
pharisees envied the honour that Grod
put upon Him, It drew out the envy
of the learned and self-righteous in
the nation. They said, “Whenee
hath thiz man these things? and
what wisdom is this which is given
unto him ¥ They did not know that
all true wisdom cometh from above :
they thought that it should be in their
schools that wisdom was got. They
also envied Him when they saw the
multitvde crying, “Hosanoa to the
Son of David! blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!”
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‘We ought not to be envious at the
good done by others. We seein this
history the evil that comes through
this principle.

It was for righteousness’ sake that
Joseph was a prisoner. He is our
example in this, “If we suffer for
righteousness’ sake, happy are we,”
enjoying the thought of glory not yet
manifested.

‘What brought his brethren and the
people of Egypt to be acquainted was
the famine. Because there was no
food in Canasn his brethren had to
come into Egypt.

A famine is here in this world
through ignorance of God. 'Who can
make man happy but God ? This
world is the valley of death : every
man ignorant of God. We sec God’s
mereiful purpose through the famine,
in Jesus the bread of life.

When Joseph’s  brethren went,



340 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

they took money with them; bust
while they thought that they should
buy the food, the money was put
back into their sacks ; so our bles-
sings in Christ are without money
and without price. God’s gifts can-
not be bought. It is frue that the
word iz *Come ye, buy,” but it is
“without money and without price.”

Do pot many people think that
money will get every thing ? hence
their alms-deeds, &e.

‘When Jacob saw that there was
eorn in Egypt, he said unto his sons,
“Why do ye look cne upon another ?
Get youdown thither, and buy for us
from thence, that we may live and
not die.” Thus it is with us, We
were brought to know Jesus through
feeling our starving condition; just
like the poor prodigal, Luke xv. It
is the man that has felt his need that
values Jesus 3 and he cannot go away.
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“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou
hast the words of eternal life.” A
belicver must remain with Christ,
that he may be kept for ever,

The word is necessary to feed as
well as to quicken, (compare 1 Pet.
i. 283, with chap. ii. 2). Those who
have not felt their famishing con-
dition — their need of Christ~fall
away in the time of trial.

Moses came 2 second time: when
he came the first time, the people
knew not the time of their visitation.
And it was not until the second time
that Joseph made himself known
unto his brethren. 8o with Jesus.
Jesus came to save; but His brethren
would not have Him : He wentaway :
but at His second coming the people
of Tsrael will look upon Him whom
they have pierced, and they shall
mourn for Him, Zech. xii. But He
will make them to rejoice, for He
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will give them beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness.”
Isa. Ixi. 3.

Him whom they sold, God sent to
be their Saviour. = He came to Israel
to save them from their sing, but
they would not have Him; so He
went His way till they shall say,
“Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.”

The only way God blesses, is by
turning us away from our iniquities
and our sins.

There is hidden wisdom in the
order of Joseph’s history; but the
Holy Ghost brings it out, that we
may get into communion with Christ’s
person.

May we be led more to sit at His
feet and learn of Him.
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THOMAS TWEEDY,

The love of God is brought out
to ug in" Joseph as a type of Christ;
and also in this history is described
the character of the heart of man,
The character of man is that he
wants to exalt hiraself : this character
of man is fully shown out in the man
of sin; “he exalteth himself above
all that is eallad God or that is wor-
shipped " in the man of sin we see
the desive of man’s heart fully
brought out.

God cannot exalt fallen man on
fleshly ground. And every exalta-
tion of self is the deninl of that
great principle, ¢ Fhat no flesh should
glory in his presence.” 1 Cor. 1. 29.

The destruction of the man of sin
will prove that no flesh can glory in
His presence. The exaltation of all
that are exalted in Christ will also
-prove the same thing: for He hum-
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bled Himself, and endured our shame
on the cross.

Joseph’s brethren conld quite hear
tlat Reuben, the elder, should rule;
but not that Joseph, the younger,
should : now this latter is Grod’s way :
God will bring all to that: this will
be through their necessity.

There are two kinds of people in
the world—those who are trying to
establish themselves, trying to have
a character; and those who are
brought to see their own ruin. These
latter alone are glad and happy to see
all set up in Christ, because they see
it is for them. Those who ave trying .
to set up themselves, see that the
cross of Christ would not allow it;

~and they rebel against Him.

If a man does not see his own
ruin, he will noi rejoice to see Christ
exalted.

{ To be Continued).
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i

The real reason why Christ was
ot loved in this world, because of
fis good works; but hated notwith-
tanding His exceeding kindnesg in
seding the hungry, healing the sick,
aising the dead, &ec., was simply this,
jat He would not exalt man in his
tllen nature. He would pity him in
is fallen nature; but this would not

N
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satisfy the pride of man’s heart.
But any one that has learned the ruin
of his flesh, will rejoice to see Christ
exalted. And practically with us
ag brethren, the comfort of Christ’s
exaltation will be enjoyed in our
hearts, when we make nothing of
ourselves; but it will be otherwise
with us when we try to make any
thing of the flesh.

Chapter xlii,  Here we have
Josepl’s  brethren  fulfilling  his
dreams, * They bowed down them-
selves before him with their faces o
the earth.” And then Joseph remem-
bered the dreams. DBut together with
tha remembrance of ihe dreams,
there was also the remembrance of
their deep hatred of him, and how
they sold him.  All this ill treatment
was at once awnkened up in Joseph’s
mind ; bui there was nothiog in his
beart bt love to them.
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When we think that God's anger
appears to be drawn out to us, it is
net so, but God's love is toward us
to make us angry with ourselves, and
hate our own evil ways, and then the
moment our consciences are brought
to that, and that we are convicted in
His preseace, Ile then says, I have
nothing but love toward you.

Joseph spake rovghly unto them ;
but in a very little while he turned
himself about from them and wept

- There was no roughness in his heare,
and therefore it could not continue.
The tendernesg of his heart prevailed
over the roughness of his words, and
he could go on no longer—his tears
burst out.

But Joseph wanted that their vie-
tory, as it appeared to be at one time,
should now be felt to be their defeat :
this was what the ronghness was for.
Their guilty consciences begin to gt
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disturbed. In verges 21 and 22, we
see how they felt as they looked back
on their past lives, What a conirast
between their unhappy remem-
brance of their treatment of Joseph,
and his peaceful remembrance of
his dreams. “ They said, one to ano-
ther, We are verily guilty concerning
our brother, in that we saw the an-
guish of his soul, when he besought
ug, and we wounld not hear ; therefore
is this distress come upon us., And
Reuben answered them, saying,Spake
I not unto you saying, Do not sin
against the child: and ye would not
hear ? thevefore, behold also hizs blood
is required.,” They thought that
the judgment of God was coming
down on them for their treatment of
Joseph. Theugh o long ago, their
sin has found them out, and they say,
“We are verily guilty concerning
our brother” It was more than
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twent_y years since they had sold him 3
and it all comes up {resh in théir con-
sciences ns though it happened yes~
terday : they remembered how they
saw the anguish of his soul when he
hesonght them—when he cried, Ohl
do not put me into that pit! Oh!
do not sell me to those strangers!
What will my father say ¢ But at
that time they cared not for the an-
gnish of Joseph's soul, or for their
father’s gorrow. They could then
with cold-hearted indifference go to
their father, and show him the coat
that they had dipped in blood, and sayy
“know now Whether this be thy son’s
coat or no.” They had no coocern
then for either their father or their
brother: but now see the contrast;
they are filled with remorse. When
Joseph saw this, he could stand it no
longer : "he had done what he wanted
by his hard words, and he turned
himself about and wept.
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In chapter xliv. 19 to the end, his
brethren are recounting to Joseph,
the guesticns he had put to them,
with their answers, and what they
led to—“My lord asked his servants,
saying, Have ye a father ov a bro-
ther? It is not, Have you a rich mas-
ter with servants that ke pays, and
makes them do what he bids them?
but, Ilave you a futher—one who
loves and cares for his children ? and,
Have you a drother—one who is loved
and cared for by his brethren ¥ They
feelingly reply, “We have a father,
an old man, and a child of his old
age, a little one; and his brother
ig dead; and he alone is left of his
mother, and his father loveth him.”
They tell Low the lad cannot leave
his father, for if he should leave his
father, his father would die ; for that
his life was bound up in the lad’s life.
It was then that Joseph conld not
at all refrain himself any longer—
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He wept @lowd- Naoithar ponld he
conceal himself from them any lon-
ger—TIle said, Jam Joseph, Doth my
father yet live? And he could not
leave them at a distance, but e eaid,
Come near to me. He showed them
how he loved them, for he fell upon
his brether Benjamin’s neck and
wepi; and Benjawin wept on his
neck : moreover he kissed all his bre-
thren and wept upon them: and af-
ter that his brethren talked with him.
CGhap. xlv.

And now they are not envious at
his honours. lhey rgjoice at Jo-
sm.p.u prosperity, and happiness, for
ke is the preserver of theirlives, and-
of the lives of many. -

JAMIS BARRINGTON.

It was in a time of need that Jo-
seph was raised up.  ¥u Chapter x1ii,
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we see the uoed. Lt was their need
that brought them down into Egypt;
and 1t was their need that kept them
there. Josephas a type of the Lord
was not only the preserver of their
life at first but the sustainer of life
afterwards,

This was after his humiliation.
He was now exalted, and every thing
was get up in him.  Every thing was
in abundanee, in such abundance that
there was no numbering them, just
ag it is with Jesus now—dJoseph ga-
thered corn as the sand of the sea,
very much, uvntil he left numbering ;
for it was without number. Chapter
xhi. 49.

Their need continued, and there-
fore they had to go down again for
fresh supplics. Their father said te
them, Go again, buy us a little food.
He then sent them down again io
him whom they had before despised.
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Ttisnotthe simple coming to Himonce
that will suffice ; but there is the con-
tinued coming to Him to get wisdom
and strength.  We must be continu-
ally waiting on Him in whom all
the fulness of Dlessing and the
fulness of grace dwells. Jesusis the
giver and sustainer of our blessing.

Our need brought us to Jesus and
our need keeps us with Him. We
can rejoice that the glory before us
is ours, but the grace, the consolation,
the strength that is in Him, we re-
ceive day by day. Every day we are
made to feel our emptiness, just to
bring us to Him every day. Let
us, dear brethren, not be locking one
upon another, mourning over our
leanness, but we must come at once
to Jesus.

The Lord Jesus will also come and
takeustohisglory, like Joseph,who de-
sired that all his kindred should come
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to see his glory and prosperity. He
did not rebuke one of his brethren
for coming; but said, Ye shall be
near unto me. He tells them fo
come down and dwell with him in the
place of abundance.

Is not the world in a eonstant state
of famine now? Is there any thing
in it by which we can be preserved,
or by which we can sustain the life
we have in Christ ? Nothing. “AMan
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.”

Jesas is our exsalted head, and in
Hini, every one of our hearis should
delipht themselves. We ought to
have our hearts filled with joy to
think that our Jesus Is exalted.” He
is no longer the man of sorrows, and
no longer in humiliation, but the glo-
rified one. The fulness of blessing
is ours: He is our exalted head now.
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We are thercfore continually to be
drawing all our supplies in commu-
nion with His fuiness, not walking at
a distance, but keeping near to Him.
This is the way to be kept happy.

The blessed Jesus sustaing in -
Himself all the exalted character we
find in Joseph here.

The blessed thing with us is to
look beyond Joseph to our own true
Joseph, feeding on all that He is,
and not langnishing in weakness. but
living richly on what Jesuos has given
us, and seeking to be strong, fat, and
flonrishing in Him.

SAMUEL GRIFFITHS,

In Chapter xxxviji. we have the
apostacy of Judah; and in Chapter
xxxix. we have Joseph keeping him-
self in the midst of evil of the most
trying kind,

The deceitfulness of sin blinds the
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eyes: Judah knew not whatevil he was
in.: butin the close of the same chap-
ter, when he scknowledges his evil,
he ceases from it, so when we ac-
knowledge our evil, it is not to go on
in the same way, but to get power
over it, and deliverance from it
The Jews now are shut up in unbelief
through their sin; but the time will
come when their eyes will be opened,
and they will sce their evil and will
be delivered.

When Josepl was so tempted, Sa-
tan would suggest to him the advan-
tage he would have from the patrén-
age of so lmportant a person as his
master’s wife, and what disadvantage
Le would have from exciting her ill-
will : but he minded not that, for he
would not sin against God.

So Jesus was the troe Nazarite,
when all others were dcfiling them-
selves.
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Joseph, when he is thus charged
wrongfully, does not go to excuse
himself, but like Jesus, he is as a
lamb going to the slaughter.

The root of evil in the enmity a-
gainst usis in thedevil : and it must be
traced there. So when evil is work-
ing around and against us, we must
trace the evil to a deeper source than
the men themselves ; Jesus will meet
the evil in its true source, and crush
it altogether.

EVENING MEETING.
BAME SUBJECT RESUMED.

JOSEPH F. COLLIER.

Genesis x1. It was for righteons-
ness’ sake that Joseph suffered, bhut
God was with him, and gave him
favour -in the sight of the keeper of



358  SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

the prison, He macde every thing to
prosper in his hand ; and the prison,
in one sense, was no prison, for he
eould have communion with God in
the promises that were made to him.

He was a revealer of secrets while
he was theve.  This time of Joseph's
separation from his brethren may be
compared to the time in which Jesus
is unfolding the purposes of God to
His church.

Jezuns is to reign over Israel; but
now, during the time of their rejec-
tion of Him, the secret hidden from
the foundation of the world is brought.
out in the calling of the church,

Our place now is what the butler’s
should have been : had he been faith-
ful, he would have remembered Jo-
seph.

Jesns has told us to remember
Him in His death until His com]ng
again.
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The fault of ingratitude, the want
of love to Jesus, 1s the cause of our
forgetfulness of Him. We should lay
it much to lLieart that we have not re-
membered Him as we ought. We
should be stirring up our hearts in
remembrance of Jesus : He has shown
mereics and. kindness to us: He has
declared God’s purposes to us: He
has delivered us from that sadness of
heart that we were in: and we should
now remember Him and not forget
im.

T make these remarks desiring that
we should be stirred up to think up-
on Jesus.

SAMUBL GRIFPITHS,
In the same chapter (x1.) we may
learn this lesson, that the honour

that cometh from man is very short-
lived honour, The step between the
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highest place of earthly exaltation
and the lowest place of degradation
is often a very short ome. *Tt is
better to trust in the Tord than to
put confidence in man : it is better to
truat in the Lord than to put confi-
dence in princes.” Ps. exviii,

‘With the Lord it is not blessing
to-day and cursing to-morrow, Qur
blessing in Jesus is not honour to-day
and then sorrow to-morrow.

We may consider the dreams of
the butler and the baker.

In these two characters in the dun-
geon with Joseph, we have a repre-
sentation of life and death.

The butler offers to Pharoah a full
cup of what was expressed from the
vine: and this was blessing. The
only one that can give the heart of
God joy, iz Jesus, the true vine
When we offer Him, we do not offer
dead works. Heb. ix. 14, It is
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Christ we offer to God. The secret
of our acceptance is this—the trans-
gressor in prison is restored.

‘When we offer any thing to God,
we must have life in it: the blood of
Christ is that which we bring, a full
cup presented to God.

The baker was a careless one.
He had bake-meats; and the birds of
the air did eat them: this was de-
struction ; like ihe ecareless people
that let the birds of the air come and
devour the seed that wassown. See
Mat. xiil. 4. But we offer Jesus,
we do not offer ourselves.

In ihe interpretation of Pharaok’s
dreams (Chap. xli.), Joseph showed
the plan to save Egypt: but he also
put it into execution: so Jesus has
done all for us.

While Joseph was separated from
his brethren, and while he gets aill
this glory, he also gets family joy—
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his wife and his children, Ephraim
and Manasseh, for God cansed him
to forget all his toil and all his fa-
ther’s house ; and He cauged him to
be fruitful in the land of his affliction,
This is the place of Jesns now, while
Iseael is sepavated from Ilim. This
is our place with Jesus now. Jesus
is happy in us, while Israelis estran-
ged from Him; and Jesus is to reap
that from us that He does not get
from them.

This is a high and blessed place,
and we need to look o it, that we
yield that which the Lord does not
derive from others.

LEONARD STRONG.

The Lord has given us light on
Jogeph, and on the butler and the ba-
ker in the prison; and it is very
sweet to see Jesus shown out thus.
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The Lord emptied Himsclf, coming
into the bad plight we were in,

As Joseph was in the dungeon
with the butler and the baker; so
Jesus was on the cross between the
two thieves.

Joseph had done nothing amiss:
he was there through the wickedness
and malice of others; but the butler
and haker had both offended their
Lord and king: so Jesus did nothing
amiss.

Joseph in prizon was in the ser-
vice of both butler and baker; but
one of them is restored to Lis office,
and raised up to honour; and the
other is hanged, and goes to destrue-
tion. Of the two companions of Je-
sus on the cross, as sinners His blood
would have saved both, but one goes
with him to Paradise, the other to
judgment. dJesus in His humiliation,
in His fellowship with our disgracs
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and sorrow, was in our service: so
Joseph in prison was in the service
of the prisoners,

The hutler saw before him a fruit-
ful vine, and he offered the fruit-of
it to Pharoah; so he was exalted to
honour. "We by nature are children
of wrath ; but we look at Jesus; we
see the vine before ns; we take of
the fruit of it, and offer it to God.
Though born in sin, there is not one
who shall take of the fruit of this
vine, and offer it to God, but shall be
exalted to honour.

The baker offered his own meats —
his own manufacture—and that was
his destruetion.

In the seven years of great fruit-
fulness that preceded the years of
famine, we see the day of grace before
the day of judgment. If the graceis
not acknowledged, the judgment will
be felt, and such a judgment and such
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a destruction that- the fruitfulness
will not be remembered.

Jesua is the only one who revealed
God’s secret to us.  Jesus came under
the law to sacrifice Himself during
the day of grace, before the day of
judgment comes.

All this fruitfulness would go for
nothing, but for Joseph, Jesus
gathered up the riches of God’s grace
into Himself. DBlessing was there,
and Jesus took all up in His own
blessed person, and atoned for our
sins.

What was the harm of the famine
when Joseph had gathered up all the
grain? There was enough not enly
for Egypt, but for all the countries
afar off.  TLet us go to our Joseph :
He has gathered up every thing, and
so the effects of the seven years of
plenty will last for ever, and we
never feel famine at all, but hunger
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no more, thirst no more, and God
shall wipe away all tears frem our
eyes.

TIHOMAS TWEEDY.

Wea will look a little at Joseph’s
history, as marking a life of faith and
patience, In Heb. xi, the faith of
many of God's people is set befare
us, and in Heb, xii. 2 Christ is spe-
cially set before us.

We see two things to be marked
here in Joseph’s watk : we see them
in Christ—patient endurance in very
painful circumstances, and a refusal
to iake rest In very easy circom-
stances, because of faith looking be-

ond.

When he might have expected love
from his brethren, he got hatred ;
and when in his good conduct in
Potaphar’s. house, there was every
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thing to gain him reputation, he then
lost it all : but on both these occa-
sions it is said, “ The Lord was with
Joseph.” See chap. xxxix, 2, 21,
He might say, My eharacter is gons,
bui the Lord is with me. We have
not enly to deo good, but also to suffer
for it ; but weare to take it patiently,
and to know that this is acceptable
with God.

But there is another palt of his
path in contrast to nll this. We see
it in the last chapter in the book.
He had no hatred to endure—all was
good will—and he had the very
highest reputation; but he could not
rest in these things : they were in
Epypt; and he was uneasy there :
his faith broke out beyond them all.
He said, ¢ God will surely visic yon,
and ye shall carry up my bones from
kence.” Chap. . 24,25, TIn the xith
of Hebrews, hig faith is thus spoken
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of, By faith Juseph, when he died,
made mention of the departing of the
children of Israel; and gave com-
mandment econcerning hig bones.”
Our faith can rest in nothing but the
word of God. Joseph knew from
the word of God that his brethren
were in a land that was not theirs,
and that they would be strangers
there, and servants there, and that
they would be afflicted there; but
that God would judge that natiom,
and afterward they would come out
with great snbstance. See Gen. xv.
13, I4+. He knew the history of the
land, not from what he had himself
experienced in it, but from what God
had snid about it.  ¥ere we find
Joseph's faith. In our life of faith,
we must break out beyond present
appearances,

We need not only be upheld in
patience under circumstances of trial,
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but also in faith to refuse a rest here
when all is smooth and easy.  These
peaceful circumstances are the more
dangerous of the two. We must
know how to abound as well as fow
to be abased.

When the people would take Jesus
to make Him a king, He went into
a mountain himself alone. He broke
from them at that time in a way Ie
would not do when they came to
bring Him to the place of suffering :
He then went like a lamb to the
slaughter.’

In Heb. xi. there is this character
in the men of faith : they were look-
ing at things to come which appear-
anees wers not producing, but which
the word of God declared ; and,
therefore, they did not mind what
the nppearances were. .

‘When all appearances were peace-
ful, Josoph knew the tribulation that
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was coming on his brethren. When
they appeared to be settled, ihen he
knew that they would be brought.
out : there was no sign of it, but the
word of God had told it. The lan-
guage of his faith was, I don’t mind
what I have got ; bot what did God
say to Abraham long ago? Ie was
not acted on by the thmﬂs he saw.
He shut his eyes to all dI‘()LlIl(l him :
but he opened his ears to what the
Lord had said.

The Lord grant that we may thus
wzlk beflore TTim.

LEONARD STRONG.

Jozeph waz the cecasion of the ful-
filment of the prophecy to Abraham
of his seed being a stranger in a land
that was not theirs. 'The land of
Canaan was theirs; but the way
into that land was to go down inte
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Egypt first, and be humbled there,
and then be brought out in grace.
Abraham might bave expected his
family to presperin Canaan, but no !
they must first go down into Egypt,
into all that weakness and trial, out
of which God would deliver them,
see Gen. xv.

Joseph was the occasion of their
thus going down into Bgypt ; and im-
mediately he had the promises before
him ; and when he saw them down,
he saw the prophecy half fulfilled,
Joseph saw that they bad got half
way to the blessing when they had
got down into Egypt to be humbled.

“Out of Egypt have I ealled my
son.”  Jesus came ag King of the
Jews, but he was rejected and driven
into Egypt, and all must begin again
from Meypt. Egypt is the place
where God’s grace begins.  Jesus
went down to come out of itf, and we
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come out of it in Him. Whether it
be God’s spiritmal or literal Israel,
all must come out of Egyptin Christ.
He has hecome the passover
through which we come out. Jo-
seph gave commandment concerning
his bones. He left them the memento
of his faith. He was God’s true
Joseph  when all was favourable
around. 8o Jesus has left the me-
mento of his faith for us, that as He
trusted in His Father, and was deli-
vered, so we should trust in Him.
‘For if we believe that Jesus died,
and rose again, so them also that sleep
in Jesus will God bring with Him.

JAMES BARRINGTRN.

The butler’s forgetfulness of Jo-
seph lasted two full years; but the
Lovd never forgets His people: He
says, “I will never leave thee, nor
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forsake thee.” But we often forget
the Lord Jesus in what He has done
for us.

In contrast to the ingratitude of
the butler, we see gratitude in Jacob .
toward the preserver and sustainer
of their lives in the time of famine.
‘We see a litile act of gratitude in their
taking down a little balim and a little
honey, &ec.; not that Joseph needed
them, but because they were the ex-
pression of grateful hearts. So the
Lord Jesus loves to receive marks of
gratitude from us, “ Whoso offereth
praise glorifieth me,” Psalm 1. 23,
the sacrifice of grateful hearts from
the eonsciousness of all the blessings
we receive from Him, So should
we do day by day. It was not the
value of their little nuts and almonds,
for he had all the stovehouses of
Egypt full, and so full that he had
given up numbering,
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Joseph’s brethren were in fear
when they were brought into the
house : bui when our heart i3 set on
Jesus, then all our delight is in look-
ing forward to the Iather’s house.
“‘There is no fear in love ; buat per~
fect love casteth out fear.”  IBut their
consciences were in fear, for they did
not know how Joseph loved them.
When there is a sense of guilt wpon
the conscicoce, it produces fear: but
it is the looking forward with delight
to the Faiher's house, that draws out
the cry of our hearts, Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly.

IIENRY COILLIER,

We see two things connected with
the power that sustained Joseph in
the midst of evil, and in his dreadful
struggle with the tempter.

That which sustained him in. the
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former was communion with God in
the knowledge of His mnind; and in
the latter, communion with IHim in
the knowledge of the dreadful evil of
sin, “ How then can I do ihis great
wickedness and sin against God.”
We do need to have our hearts and
onr consciences alive to the dreadful
evil of sin.

We have seen in the history of
Joseph’s brethren ihe dreadful evil
of sin—the misery they got into. In
contrast to this we sce Josepl: moving
in quiet and unrufiled peace through
all the circumstances of trouble,
walking in commuanion with God.

It mattered not whether Jesus was
in circumstances of trial or prospe-
rity, He moved on undisturbed in
communion witl His Father.

A word as to Joseph being in the
prison and interpreting the dreams.

Joseph having got the knowledge
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of the purposes of God, and Lis own
comfort in them, counld minister to
the comfort of others. When he saw
that Pharaol’s officers were ecast
down, he said, “ Wherefore look ye
so sadly to-day P’ He could speak
freely of lifc and death.

Joseph, in the prison, was in the
depth of shame and death, and there
he unfolded grace and judgmeni—
grace in the restoration of the but-
ler, and judgment in the death of the
baker ; and in this he was a type of
Jesug upon the cross, which witnesses
of God’s grace to the sinner, and is
judgment of sin. God ministers
grace to us through righteousness,

May our hearts be kept looking to
Jesus, as our pattern here, exhibiting,
as the Son of God, how entirely we,
as the sons of God, should look alone
unto Iin:.
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JOSEPE F. COLLIER.

In the way God works, He hum-
bles Lefore He exalts. Tt was when
Moses was the peor outeast in Mi.
dian, keeping sheep, that he was taken
up to be the deliverer and ruler of
Tsrael ; so when David was the poor
despised shepherd boy, God raised
him up to be His king over Israel.
And above all, so it was with the
Lord Hinself : He umbled Himself,
and therefore God hath highly ex-
alted ILlim. It is not till after the
time of humiliation that true exalt-
ation comes. Our Lord was brought
up out of the horrible pit and out of
the miry clay.

Though we may be in this world
a3 in a dungeon, yet we can be Lhappy
in God, if we are walking in obedi-
ence, humbling ourselves.

This is not now the time for glory,

o
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honour, or reigning as kings, but.for
humiliation ; but we shall reign in
glory byand by. God brings us down
before He raises us np. We must
be content not to be seeking high
things in this world,

May the Lord write these things
on our hearts : it is on our hearts we
need to have them written. 1t is only
in the heart that the truth can become
fruitful,

One word of warning I would say,
Beware of the fowls of the air—
those evil spirits that wounld take away
those words from us now. Satan is
ready now to teach you to forget what
you have heard to-day, and to begin
to talk of foolish things; and when
this is so, we live too much like ths
men of this world.
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ON THE ADDRESSES TO TOE
CHURCHES OF FPHILADELPHIA
AND LAODICEA.
Reveoarioss 1. 7—22.

NOTES OF A LECTURE 1N GEGRGE TOWN, DEME-~
DARA, MARCH 1845,

LEONARD STRONG.

TresE were the last solexan words of
Jesus to His churches—mniost precious
words for helisvers—most precious,
yet most neglected.  Much loss has
come to Christians from neglect of
this book.

In these seven churches we have
the different states of the gatherings
to Jesus, while ihe Apostle John was
still an aged onc in the earth.

Seven churches, seven gatherings,
are chosen out : they were God’s as-
semblies in seven different cities, all
in different eonditions of evil or
faithfulness. In those addresses we
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have an intimation that, ag churches,
they would not remain long—* Ile
that hath an ear, let bhim hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
The Lord could not address a letterr
to the church in George Town, be-
cause believers have separated them-
selves.

Let us meditate on the Lord’s let-
ters to these two churches. In each
of the addresses, He presents Himself
in a special character. It is in the
person of Jesus that a failing saint
gets his healing : it is in the person
of Jesus that a faithful saint inereases
his strength, not in mere docirines
The evil of the present day is taking
up doctrines apart from the person of
Jesus, not seeing our ynion with Him,
the fountain and source of life, the
only means of grace.

And to the angel of the-church in
Philadelphis write, these things saith
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He that is holy, He that is true, He
that hath the key of David, He that
openetl: and no man shutteth, aod
shutteth sand no man openeth, I know
thy works ; behold I have set before
thee an open door, and no wman can
shut it: for thou hasta little strength,
atul hast kept my word, and hast net
denied my name.

e finds no fuult with this church
at all. 'Fhe chureh of Ephesus was
going forth in much outward power,
but they were declining in love : but
here we see liftle things commended,
Thon hast a little strength, and hast
kept my word, and last not denjed
my uname. These aré things the Lord
looks to very much, They had o
little strength—He saw them very
simply hanging on Him. The Lord
Jesus loves to feel the whole weight
of all the saints. Fe loves to feel
the saints dependant on Him. He
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feels when the saint ceases io depend
on Him, if it be even for an hour.

. Now the power they were using
was the power of Jesus ; the life they
were moving in was the life of Jesus ;
therefore it was strength: it was little
in comparison of what they might
have, had they more faith; still it was
strength because it was from Jesus:
all is weakness apart from Him ; Je-
sus is the Boaz for Ruth.

“Thou fast kept my word,” It is
keeping the words of Jesns that gives
us communion with God: the words
of desus comforted them, and they
were waiting for Him from Heaven :
traditions of men were set aside for
the words of Jesus, which were words
of life: like Mary, they hung upon
His words, and sat at His feet.

“ dnd hast not denied my noame.”

This is & negative quality, but an
important one, there were so muny
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denying His name, going away from
Him to lean on something else: but
it was in His name alone they assem-
bled as worshippers: in His name a-
lone they confessed themselves aceep-
ted, perfected and blessed.

In order to this they had a great .
struggle against the thoughts and
ways of those around, to stand strong
in Him thatis in Feaven,

They were struggling to live as
Nazarites in separation in Him that
is holy, and He presents Himself to
them as their encouragement in this.

“These things saith He that is
holy.”—7You that are trying to keep
yourselves hely, T speak to you.

Baints should be siruggling to keep
themselves from the world and from
its influcnce.  They should lef men
see that they are not looking to the
world but only to Christ to open the
door for them. He can take care of
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ns—He has the key of David. He
has for us all power in heaven and
in earth, and he says, T am He that
opuneth and no man shutteth, and
shutteth and no man openeth. He
was drawing the hearts of those be-
lievers more upon Himself. They
bhad Dbitter enemies, the Jews: the
Jews had great influence: we see in
the Acts of the Apostles how they
stirred up the people against -Paul:
but they could not shut the door
which Jesus had opened. They said
they were Jews, but they were not:
they were the synagogue of Satan.—
Lo Ammi was written upon them:
and so Jews may now make the at-
tempt to get to Jerusalem, and to
build their temple, but they cannot
be any thing but the synagogue of
Satan, till as lost sinners they look to
Jesus.

“ Behold I will make them of the
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BSynagogus of Sntan, which say they
are Jews, and are not, but do lie; be-
liold, T will mnake them to come and
worship hefore thy feet and to know
that 1 have loved thee.”

[srael is to worship at the feet of
the saints, under the light of the hea-
veuly Jerusalem: in this there Is a
promise of the restoration of Israel;
and they will know as to these saints
that were scorned by them, that Je-
sus loved them.

As Saul was a type of the restora-
tion of Israel, who when he was per-
secuting Jesue in Ilis saints, was
raade to come and worship Him; so
would it he with these Jews who
were determined to gaiher themselves
as Jows, while yet they were the sy-
magogne of Satan,  Ile says of them,
not that they should be damned, but
that they should come and worship
at their feet: this was his triumph
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over Saul the persecutor: this will
be His triumph over the unbelief of
the Jews in the preservation and
conversion of the remnant.

“ Because thou hast kepi the word
of my patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation which
shall come upon all the world, to try
them that dwell upon the earth.”
The word earth is the sarne word as
that used when Auvgustus Ceesar sent
out a deerce that all the world should
be taxed. It is the Roman earth. I
believe that these believers are cha-
racteristic of those that shall be in
the last days faithful amidst unfaith-
fulness, See Luke xxi. 86. They
are then exhorted io hLold fast that
they had.

Then what promises | He gives the
Philadelphian church the finest pro-
mises of all. They were owning the
pame of Jesus alome. They were
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looking to Him alone for any little
strength they had. Then the promi-
ses.  “Him that overcometh will 1
make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall zo no more out.”

This in coutrast to the state they
were in of being tossed to and fro.
“And I will write upon him the
name of my God, and the name of
the city of my Geod, New Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and Xwill write upon
him my new name.” ATl this is to
encourage the believer. If we did
Dut feel as we onght the intense in-
terest Jesus takes in us ! But alas !
how soon we ave taken up with our
own liitle petty concerns, and with
ather things more than the glory of
Jesus,

In contrast to this church we have
the churel of the T.aodiceans : and
the address to this church gives us



388 SIMPLE TESTIMONY.

one of the tenderest and sweetest
views of Jesus in the whole Bible,
It would make one's heart ache to
look at the state of the Laodicean
church ; but it is sweet to see how
His love lingers over them.

“ Aud unto the angel of the church
of the Laodiceans write, these things
saitl the Amen”—Jehovah’s Amen.
e set up Adam as Iis Amen. A-
dam should lLiave said Amen to all
that (od had said: but he fhiled:
then came Jesus and said Amen to
all the purposes of God; and we
should say Amen to them too: and
50 He presents Himself to them that
they may recover themselves by look-
ing at Him.

“The beginning of the ereation of
God,” God is not now improving
old things, but creating all things
new. He presents Himself to them,
that they may give up themselves—
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that they may lay themselves by on
the cross, aud identify themselves
with Him in resurrection as new
creatures : in this lay their power of
recovery @ in their unien with Him
as risen was their perfect redemption
front all the power of the cnemy.

*I know thy works that thou art
neitiier cold nor bot.” They wounld
not let go their christian name—they
would not let go the christian doc-
trine.  They were not at ali aware
of their bad stateag achurch.  Thay
might bu clear of much evil around.
They might be orderly in the use of
discipline, and, all the time, be Iean-
ing on their talents and on their num-
bers and respectability before men:
and in that state they were saying,
“Lam rich, and inereased with goods,
and have need of nothing,” In con-
trast to this, Paul was saying, T am
emnal. Fn my fiesh dwelleth no
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good thing, Not I, but Christ liveth
in me. They were walking as men
leaning on their natural powers.

Take any man of the world, and
what 15 e but wretched, and misera-
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked.
What he calls bonour, is no honour.
‘What he ecalls life is death. What
he calls riehes is poverty. He is
feeding on ashes and presently he
will perish.  Adam got Limself into
that state, and his children were born
in it, and no man gets out of it tili he
comes to Jesus.

They were standing in their na-
ture, in their natural state; and Je-
sus says to them, I counscl thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire that
thou mayest be rich; and white rai-
ment that thou mayest be elothed, and
ihat the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eye-salve that thou mayest sec,”
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Realize your union with me, and be
rich. Realize your union with e,
and be clothed. Realize your union
with me, and you will have eyes to
see.

“Asg many as I love I rebuke and
chasten; be zealous therefore, and
repent.”  Herc we see the attitude of
love in which He stands before them.
Ilove you, I wont lese you, but I
will chasten you, and I will rebuke

o

“Behold T stand at the door and
knock : if any man hear my voice and
open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he wiik
me.” e appeals to the hearts of
believers. T stand at the door!
‘Who is it that says 7?2 He who bled
for us—He who bore our curse—He
who hung upon the tree—Ele says, I
stand at the door and knock: will
you keep me outin the cold? asin
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Solomon’s Song, “My head is filled
with dew, and my locks with drops of
the night.”—You have lost commu-
nion with me, christian, and this has
brought you into this state you are
in—You have been snared by some
worldly thing, and I want to deliver
you: if you hear my voice and open
the door, I will not talk of your sins
any more, but I will sup with you
and you with me. Let me in, you
luke-warm christian, to whom, when
I see the state you are in, 1 would say,
I will spuc you out of my mouth:
but let me in, and I will sup with
you, and you with me.

If any of you have lost communion
and are unhappy, then let in Jesus ;
you must not expect to feel happy
till you let Him in.

Can’t you believe that Jesus loves
you with the most intensze love—He
died for you—He feels for you.
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He speaks cheering words to the
faithful church ; but words of mar-
vellous love to the bad churel.

‘When you see & saint getting into
& bad state, then in love you should
go.out after him. See the love of
Jesus 1o a bad chureh, of whom, as
to their own ways, e could say, I
will spue thee out of my meuth, that
He will not give them up. He will
rebuke them, and He will chasten
them, and He will stand at the door
of their hearts and knock.

Ts there any one here that knows
not this Lord Jesus 7 'Who are these
whom Te says He will make a pillar
in the temple of His God, and write
upon them the name of Ilis God,
and the name of the city of His God,
and come and sup with them, and
take them to sit with Him on His
throne 7 'Who- are . they but poor
sinners that believed in Jesus ?
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May the loving word linger on our
hearts continually.

SUBSTANCE OF A LECTURE ON
COL. 1L

GEORGE TOWN, DEMERARA, MARCH 1845,

LEONARD STRONG.

It is remarkable what a multitude of
ways Satan has of endeavouring to
catch and ensnare the souls of men,
and keep them from life ; and there
is nothing, perhaps, in which he is
more suceessful than in man’s reli-
gion ; for all the religion of man is
on the ground that he is not a fallen
creature—that he can depend on him-
self—that God is demanding some-
thing from man, and man is rendering

1t. -
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Before God can receive any thing
from man, man must first reccive
from Geod.

There is something in this scrip-
ture before us that makes it come
with great power to the heart. The
apostleship in which this was brought
out, extends to us all.  The apostles
were (rod’s gifts to men : they live
in their writings: he was writing to
those whom he lad never seen: he
might as well have been writing to
us.  “T would that ye knew what
great confliet (agony) I have for you,
and for them at Laodicea, and for as
many as have not seen my face in
the flesh.” What is this agony that
he had for them about? Is it lest
they should give up Christ, and go
into sin? No. He had that often
-too: but it was lest they should go
from Christ to ordinances, not sesing
that we all are sons and heirs at once
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by apprehending Christ, and that
ordinances can add nothing to us.
The snare of man’s heart is, that he
will not let go himself and live by
Christ alone! ITis » agony about them
was, “that their heartz might he
comforted being knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full assu-
rance of understanding, to the ac-
knowledgment of the mystery of
Gon, and of the Faruzr, and of
Cuanigr,” Panl, in this letter, is
dreading lest their comfort might be
spoiled, lest their hearts might not be
knit together in love. In whatlove?
In the love of God. "The love of God
has made all things ready for us ; and
the sinner comes into all these things
at once. Christ is what the love of
God has provided. True love, in
providing, leaves nothing out.

All of you who have come to Je-
sus, shonuld desire to know more of
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Jesus. Youshould be learning maore
of the value of His blood, and of the
purposes of God about you, in order
to your stability. The man that is
resting on the Lord Jesus, is leaning
on God’sarm.  iHeis restine on God's
own bosom.—This is Ricars. What
is a man without Grod #—a desolaie
Leing, leaning on this and leaning on
that, and ut last death takes him, and
he has nothing.  When a poor sinner
comes to Jesus, he then gets God.—
“T will be their God, and they shall
be my people.” It is one of the great
Dlessings that will be manifested in
the new heavens and carth, that the
tabernacle of God shall be with men,
and He will dwell with them, and they
shall Le His people, and God Ilimsetf
shall be with them, their God. It is
a wonderful thing to be able to lift up
your hand and say, My God/ Who
can harm me ¢ 'This i3 Rickes. As
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Jesus said, I go to my God and your
God, John xzx. 17. We have not
only got God, but we have also got
the Father. He has begotten us as
His children. Jesus’ Father is our
Father, and we are all His children.
He is a dear Father to His children.
He has killed for us the fatted calf,

You are also a coheir with Christ;
it is getting a right understanding of
what you are brought into in Jesus,
that will make you throw away all
the religion of man as rubbish,
Standing in the fulness of your
blessings in Christ by faith, how
could you bear to hear people tel-
ling you ahout getting any thing by
ordinances.

‘When you sec what you ave in
Christ, it puts all the world beneath
your feet: you can tread it all down.
You have the new heavens and the
new earth: you have Christ coming
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to reign, and you yourselves coming
to reign with Him.

But men are irying to stand on
their own thoughts about (od, and
or: their own thoughts about religion.

Nothing breaks down the heart
more than meditating on God’s love.
‘Will-worship is an abomination to
(xod. Worship must be the fruit of
salvation. The apostle says, “As ye
have therefore received Chrief Jesus
the Lord, se walk ye in Him.” How
did they receive Him? 1t was not
throngh baptism. It was not through
bread and wine. When the word
came to your heart, did you not find
Christ enough? Yon did not say,
His blood will cleanse me, if T try to
turn better, but you goi your salva-
tlon &s a poor lost wreich, dead in
Adam, now alive in Jesus: you saw
that you had God for your Father,
and that you are now u member of
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Christ : you passed out of darkness
into life at onmce, and at once you
cricd, Abba Father. Well, keep so:
you are to go to nothing else: you
cannot go to any thing else after this.
The man who goes to the Lord’s
supper to get Jesus, is falling away.
Youn go to the Lord’s supper becauss
you are happy in Christ, to remem-
ber Christ.

The apostle went on further in
explaining this. He addressed them
ag gentiles ; and we see what pains
he took to impress this great truth
on them, that Ged ean look on no--
thing but Christ, and that He looks
on us in Clrist as perfect. In Him
we have rendered a perfect obedi-
ence, and His once-shed blood has
atoned for all our sin,

The ceremonies, that were iers
ghadows of our completeness in
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Christ, they were rromg ba’f:“k ot
stead of Christ. 5 \
"T'he manner of our sl
that we sare quickened w
raised-up Jesus, YT ‘:\
Tn writing to them as Gentlles, he
tells them, We, ns Jews, had a law
against us—we were in a worse state
than you—you were sinners, but we
were transgressors—yon were dend,
and He has quickened you; and He
has blotted out the hand-writing of
ordinances that was against ws. We
are all complete in Him. “Let no
man, therefore, judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of an holy
day, or of the new moon, or of the
gabbath days; which are a shadow of
things to come ; but the body is of
Christ.” - All these Things were but
shadows ; but the body ls‘not of sha-
dows, but of Cfr;r'zst :
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If you see a christian sinning, you
should say to him, Why do you not
walk like a christian P—you who are
a child of God—you who have life
in Jesus—to be walking in the flesh.
Your life is hid with Christ in God :
your life is there, christian ; youhave
not to go to get life, but you have to
walk in your life.

“Let no man beguile you of your
reward, in a voluntary humility and
worshipping of angels, intruding into:
those things which he hath not seen,
vainly putfed up by bis-fleshly mind.”
It is his fleshly mind, not his spérit-
zal wmind.

All the body is nourished from the
head. How awful to be going hither
and thither for increase, instead of
drawing from Christ, and getting the
increase of God.

The christian’s sanctoary is in
heaven: we get above by faith in
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Jesus. Why should we come down
to have holy places, aftars, and dresses
here? These things are an abomina-
tion [—coming down from heaven to
set up things which the fire will burn
up. They have a show of wisdom
in neglecting of the body ; but the
proper way to mortily the deeds of
the body is to live in heaven where
our life is hid with Christ. The
more you live in the enjoyment of
Christ, 1he more power you will have
over the evil of the flesh.

May we be kept in these days from
the many paths of the destroyer.

May God give all His children to
see their place in Jesus, and openly to
confess it, by withdrawing frem con-
nexion with any who openly sanction
a worldly sanctuary, religious ordi-
nances, and truditions of men.
There will be a great reward for
faithfulness to Jesus now. These
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are blessed times for this faithfulness.
Cease from evil.

When the faithful in Babylon
heard their liberty proclaimed, they
stood up in it, and returned in weak-
ness to build Jerusalem. They had
no manifested power, no oulward
glory, no pillar of clond, neverthe-
less, “I am with you,” saith the
Lord of hosts, according to the word
that 1 covenanted with you, when
ye came out of the land of Ligypt, so
my Spirit remaineth among you ; fear
ye not, be ve strong, all ye people
Hag. ii. 4, 5. 8o, beloved, it is with
us, no manifested power, or signs and
miracles now, but the same words,
the same promises, the same Christ
that the suints had of old, therefore
lat us too be strong. 2 Tim. ii. 2.

Turn to the last words of Mal-
thew’s gospel, and see the promise
theve, “ Lo L am with you alway, even
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unto the end of the age.” This is
the end of the age. The age is lin-
gering on still. We, have not apos-
tles living now, but we have them in
their writings. Wehave Jesus. We
have the Holy Ghost with us and in
us. Let us cleave to Jesus, and con-
fess to His work and to His name.

May God’s people cleave to that
dear name. This is what will bring
reward, :

May God bless this blessed word
to our hearts.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM
BRETHREN IN THE LORD.—No. 7.
Cork, Jan. 1845.

W often pray the Lord for you, and
have you and your fellow-labourers
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much on our hearts. May you be
strengthened for His service, and
may the valne of souls be much more
pressed on every one of us. Yet
a little while, and all here will be at
an end ; and thep indeed is the im-
portant day we wait for. I pray that
among the varying scenes of this
present busy world we may not be
led away, but that our hearts and
minds may be kept near the Lord
Jesus who alene will fill all thoughts
in that day, and ought to fill all
thoughts even now.

Mr. Code has been resident here
since QOctober, and very strong and
practical in his preaching. I hope
the Lord will put it on his heart to
remain, as T am sure blessing would
be the result.

We will be always glad to hear
from you, and hope youn will let us
know how you are getiing on, and
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your wants, ag it would stimulate us
all here to more zeal and prayer.

We sent a trifle last month to Mr.
Wigram which I trust you will re-
ceive before this.

Cork, Jan, 1845,

A few lines from you, dear Brother,
are always welcome. We regret to
find that your health is poorly, We
try to bring yon before the Lord for
spiritual blessing to your own soul,
blessing through you to others, and
for your state of health. We endea-
vour to remember all labouring in
Demerara, and all the Lord’s chil-
dren there.

Poor old Mrs. Ingram, who is I
suppose eighty years of age, is very
happy in the Lord, truly' 80, and
expecting from day to day to be re-
moved.

END OF VOL. 1.



© Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia



A VIEW

OF TR

ORDER AND CHARACTER

OF THE SEVERAL
HISTORICAL BOOKS IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT;

FROM GENESIS TO ESTHER.

‘Tauy view I, for my present porpose, neccssarily very short.
L have nok stopped to produce any evidence in SNpport of it.

the gubject ig worthy of the forther meditation of the
sninta s Lhe order of those books being, [ judge, ns sorely’of
d.iv‘me arrangement, as theic holy coutents ave of divine inspl-
ration.

GrnEsis.~This book, whith opens the volume of God, gives
ug man ot the beginnlng, He i here erented ; bat as cronted
Le ix hero seen at once to fail; and oo this failure, God ecines
forth to manifest, in the midst of man's ruins, that which he
hed made his own by election,

Exopos,—This book gives us the redemption of God’s elect
one from wndes the power of evil, and tha bunduge of the
enemy, in which he was lying.

Leviticosa.~This third book prescate the sunctifiontinn of
this cleet end redeemed one. Vofe.—This sanctifieation, o
separziion to God, i not in the grace and power of the Holp
Ghaost, but ceremonidd duly, by the appointment of diving
ardinancey., :
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Nyunmzurs~—After all this, the election, redemption, and
sanctification of Gaod’s nwn, we get, in fne season, in this
book, the trial of this one of Ged, und kix fuilnre undcr the
trial, Moses, Arron, and the whole congregntion fuil lere,
and lose their placa before Goid, as Adem in Eden,

Dryprgrowomy.—This fifth book prives us the Lenl and
Isrzel ewtering into eovenan! (xxvi—xxviii). Bat after the
recent discovery of failure in the wiiderness, this Look gives
ns notice, that ot the end the Lorl must, and will, pre his
peagle wnder grace, no other strength or réqource bat his own
being sufficient for thes, ns was now peoved. “This final groce
ig tesLified 10 by three witnesses t—

1. God’s Searet. See ch, xxix, xTxx.
2. Mozes! Song. xxxii
3. Moses’ Bleasing,

Josaua—The redemption of the Feir, and his posseme
throuph the wilderness being accomplished, this book in per-
fent arder of events, now gives us the redemption af the inde-
ritance; and by this it wilhesses the faithfcluess of Jehaval
to his undertakings in the sovenant.

Juners,—~This book, in due sewson likewise, gives us ke
canduct of the heiv thies brought into his inheritance, nnd wit-
negses his unfaithfolness ta his undertakings in the covenant,
Thus it most Gtiy comea after Joshua—the one shewinyg Gul's
iruth, the sther man’s breach of truth, in the same coven
[See Josh. xxi. 45, and Judres xxi. 25.)

nt,

Rura.—These things being 505 God being found true, but
every man A Liar, the Lord mast 20w come with either final
destruvtion of savereiyn grace; and this bonk shews that he
will come with grace. The bexatiful story which it reeords is
the type of Isrnel, after guffering for sin, brought inte final
favour with God, seated, like Rath with Doaz, in the participn-
tion af the wealth of the Lord of allthe carth,

1 SamuErn.y Final grace to Isrnel being thus signified, in

2 BamyurL. the story of Ruth, the Lord begins ot once
to erfithit that grace, Mun is, therefore, now aliogether re-
moved, The priesthood set in Heshiy succession, and the
kipgdom in maw’s favorite, are put away as fankty d God’s
priest and God’s king are promised {1
8). The barren wife st ance rejoices, and beging 10 keep
louse; for thiz wns the slgn of grace, Samoel and David,
tun, nte botk raised up in grace; and in Davil, his serrows,
ki win, anil 1tlu repentanee, the Lord yrives us a Llessetd view
OF the disgipline of his lurel in the latter day ; their coadlict
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with their great enemy, the Saul'and the Absalom of that
coming day, and the inal estabiishment of theic kingdom in
honour and peace, througl the riches of God’s yeace, unl to
the pruise of God's glory,

1 Kmos.} Thesc books, still In moest due season, shew us

2 Kines, §  the decline und full of the hurse end propie of
Dgwid, who had been, as we sow in the preceding books, nne
ointed to the kingdom. They are bike the book of Numbers
or the book of Judyes, for they show ns the fajture of 1he elect
oze in the kingdom, as Numbers had shewn us the same in the
iz the lend of their inheris

wilderness, and Judges ch
o any state, while man has the

tance, For nothiug stand
charee of it, and the captivities in Aszyria and Babylen are

God’s judgment apon all this

1 CuERONICLES. These books are, in xome zense, there-

2 Cumoriorus, S sumé of the Looks of Sawmuel and of
the Kings. For they give us David and his house and king-
daiy agan, only in somewhat A new aspect. e ses the sume
decline and fui{m‘ this house nod kingdom, and nll ending in
the same coptivity in Babylon, bui Danid Riwself qud his
st Soluemun are looked at ruther myatically then kistori-
oally; that ig, rather ay types of the erue David and the true
Bolowon, than in their own persons and histories. Thus, the
detuil of their sins arc owitted in these boeks; but dhaic ne-
Giona in seftfing, and then gnjoying the Kingdow are lacgely
and beautifully unfolded,

Ezua.—Thia bovk is alse perfect in its sonson. We leve
Just seen Isrnel (i. e. morally man}, under the ruins which
Weic own win brd bronght about, Ifere God Is seen in netion
again, turning ayay, in some mensure, the caplivity, and by
this witnensing thal Re had retevved ¢ remnund stilf,

Neseentrae.—This book isof the snme character. It shews
God with his remuant, aud it shews the vemnant stirring
themselves upin his strength, though in conscious weaknese,
%0 do what they can for him, gatl up what fragnents of
wloty they may find in the mighty ralns, and wsinyg them to
God’s praise, ‘and Lhe service of his house, AN this nyain
telling us that God kad nwt cort wwuy kis peaple whowm he
Jorehiew.

Esraun.—This book, closing this part of the volume of
God, is just as benutiful in its season us thnt which apenal it,
or any other. Tt shiews us Fsther mid BMordecai, of the same
remuant s Bzea or Nehemish, owned, like them, of the Lond,
nud, like them, doing what they can for God and his honge.
But tho scane in which they act i more significaut. It typifes
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the recovery of Irvaelin the lalter . wkan brought by the
rude kand of theiv opprenor, the true Hamas, cluse to the hole
of the pit, or the brink of desiruction.  And thos it closes this
conpiete and beautiful volume of God’s revelation

¥n every chapter of this volume, or in. every book thug feom
Genesic to Esther, we have seen dlvine order end beauty, and
ihe whole tells n wondrous lale—a lale of maa's repeated
ahnrme and filure, wnd of God’s ;ioodness aadl trath, ia apite of
olk. It enables us to say, “ We have destroyed ourselves, bt
n thee is our help.”

Frinted by J. B.-Bateman, i, [vy Louc, Paternoster-row.
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