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PRECIOUS TRUTH.
No. 1.1 APRIL, 18367 [Vol. L.

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

Dear REaspEr—TI dare say you call
yourself a Christian : whether you are
right, or whether you are wrong, God
knoweth. I would pray that you may
be led to comparo with the iruth of
God's word, the reason you have for
calling yourself so, If yon have no
good reason, it may be a great blessing
that you shonld be {aught it before it
is too late; and if you are indeed a
Christian, the diligent inquiry, in the
name of the Lord, wili bring more
peace and blessing 1o your own soul.

i And now, Hhat is @ Christion?
£—A sinner, chosea-in Jesns before the
foundauon of Ake” Wwarld (Eph. i. 4).
Called by tl{’e grac ofi God fo have

W
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Jesus revealed in him (Gal. 1. 15, 16).
Saved by grace, through feith, and
that not of himseif; it is the gift of
God (Kiph. ii. 8). Redeemed throngh
the blood of Jesus (Iph. 1. 7). Washed
from his sins in the blood of Jesns
(Rev, i, 8),  Juslified by the blocd of
Jesus (Rom.v. §). Once an enemy,
but now reconciled to God, through
the death of his Son {Rom, v. 10},
Delivered by the Lord Jesus from the
wraih to eome (1 Thess. 1. 10). Quick-
ened together with Christ from being
dead in sin (Eph, ii, 5). Raised up
together, and made sit together in heca-
venly places in Chuist (Kph. ii. 6).
A child of God through Jesus Cluist
(Eph. i. 5). An heir of God, and
joini-heir with Christ (Rom. viii. 17).
A king, to sit with Jesus on bis throne
{Bev. 1. 6).

Such is a Christian 3 and is it not



5

a great thing to be a Christian? Yes,
dear reader; itis a great thing in hea-
ven to be a Christian: and surely it is
a poor thing on earth to be any thing
else. Well! then, are you a Christian ?
Some people say that it is presumption
in any cne to say he is; but no, it is
not presumption ; it is huwmble faith to
be able to say, I know I am a child of
God, because I know I believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ 3 for God tells me,
that, if 1 believe, I am his child.

God says, in his hely word, “ He
that believeth on the Son of God, Aath
the witness in himself” (1 John, v,
10). Then, if you believe on the Son
of God, it is no presumption to say
that you bave the witness in yourself:
again, in the same chapter, the Apostle,
by the Spirit of God, says, ©These
things have I written unto you that
helieve on the name of the Son of God ;
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that ye may krow that ye have
eternal life” (1 John, v. 13); then if
you believe on the name of the Son of
God, it is no presumplion to koow that-
vou have eternal life.  Could it be put
plainer in the Bible thanitis? No,
it could not; but man's corrupt heart,
that is enmity against God, is ready
enough 1o believe something about
judgment and wrath, but altogether
unwilling to believe such wondrous love,
as that God should give us his Son to do
every thing for us, leaving us nothing to
do, but io confess that all is already
done, becanse he has assured us of it.
When I know that God és love,
should I believe any act of love teo
great for him to do? No: but he that
will not believe God’s love to be as
greal as He says it is, is guilty of the
sin of making God a liar, * He that
believeth nol God hath made him a
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liar, because he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son” (1 dohn, v,
10). O then, take care how you refuse
to believe it! Is it too much to say,
that the Lord Jesus Christ, who made
the world without the Lelp of man,
could also perfect salvation without the
help of man? O no, dear reader! he
ts God, iofinite in love, and almighty
in power; so wonderfully shown out
in the eross, *that now unto the prin-
eipalities and powers in heavenly places
tnight be known, by the Chuich, the
manifold wisdom of God {Eph. iii, 10);
which things the angels desire to look
into” (1 Pet. 1. 12},

) then, dear reader, consider well
the foregoing strong statements made
on the truth of God’s hely word :—
If you think that you are not a very
‘reat sinner, and that your sins will be
pardcned because they are few, you
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are not a Christian, because you are
not believing in Jesus: butif you know
that you are a very great sinner, but
that the bleod of Jesus Christ cleanseth
from all sin, yoursins are pardoned be-
cause Jesus has pnt them away (Heb,
ix. 26), you are a Christian, because
you are a bellever in Jesus. If yousup.
posethat yoursinsare blotted outby any
work of holiness that the Spirit of God
has produced in your soul, you are not
a Christian, becanse you ate not look-
ing to tho blood shed upon the eross.

If you suppose that the merit of
your faith has put away your sins, you
are not a Christian, and you have not
faith ; for faith will look at Jesus, not
at itself; butif you believe that Jesus
has put away your sins, you are a
Christian, for you have faith.

The instant you see what Jesus has
done {or you, that instant you may be
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at peace, because all that ever eould
he done to pardon sin has been entirely
finished in cne offering of our TLord
Jesus Christ : He never was, nor ever
will be, offered for sin a second tiwme ;
and he that believes in his holy name,
believes that the one offering is enough
—(see Heb. ix. 25, 26; x. 14).

It makes no matter what your for-
mer life may bhave been, up to the
moment in which you believe in Jesus ;
peace, and instant peace, is then your
bappy privilege, because you may seo
that the blood has already blotted out
your sins. The jailor at Philippi acted
with cruelty towards the disciples of
Jesus, and was going to put himself
to death immediately before he asked,
“ What shall T do to be saved ” the
only roply was, ¢ Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house;” and he that very
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night rejoiced in God, though he trem-
bled with fear when he asked the
question (Acts vl 23--34), Philip
met the thiopian ignorant of Jesus,
but when, during their diive in the
ehariot, the truth was made precious
to his soul, and that he was able to
say, ‘L believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God,” he then ““went on
his way rejoicing;” for ¢ whosoever
shall confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, God dwelleth in him and he in
God” (1 John, iv. 15). DPeace to a
troubled conscience comes from & view
of the eross, and not from a growth in
holiness. An instant view of the cross
gives instant peace—a dim view, little
peace—but it is from seeing the cross
that peace comes, and from nothing
else. This is the way the Holy Spirit
gives peace to the consclence, in de-
livering it from the dread of God's
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wrath ; and to this alone must the
most experienced believer ever look
back to see his peace and salvation ;
for ¢ other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus”
(1 Cor. iii, 11}, And O the gracious-
ness of this salvation is beyond all
measnre ! —unsought and unconditional
love! the cheerful and frec gift of him
who loveth a cheerful giver—the full
proof of a love which nothing but un-
belief can check or resist ; for sin can-
not. The. simple fact that  God
commendeth his love towards us, in
that while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us” (Romwm. v. 8), is the proof
that nothing but unbelief can hinder
any sinner’s participation in all the
rich blessings God hath to bestow.
Let not Satan persuade you that
you are too great a sinner to find for-
giveness ; for God says that ‘‘the
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blood of Jesus Christ his Son elean-
seth us from all sin™ (1 John,i. 7).
If you think you are even the chief of
sinners, still be not afraid, only believe ;
the Apostle Paul said by the Spirit
of God, “This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that
Chuist Jesus came into the world to
save siomers, of whom I am chief™
(1 Tim. i. 15). You cannot believe
yout sins to be too great, if you only
believe that Christ was so great as to
bo able to bear them ; and take care
that, in magnifying your sins, you do
not lessen the love or power of the
Lord Jesus Christ; O! rather mag-
nify that love that forgave so much:
and this will be your blessing ; for to
whom much is forgiven, the same
loveth much., And if a poor sinner
supposes that his pardon is merely
given in dependance on future obedi-
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ence, then he never can be obedient,
hecause he mnst walk in such slavish
fear that he cannot render the cbe-
dience of love; and there can be no
service to God but by the sweet con-
straint of love. The more, then, that
God’s unceasing, unchangeable love
is seen, and shed abroad in the heart
by the Holy Ghost given unto us, the
more constrained will the heart be in
its happy service. The heart, where
God’s love is believed, and therefore
roceived, must return an answer of
love ; for ““we love him becanse he first
loved us.” That surely cannot be faith
from which no love comes, for *faith
worlceth by love” (Gal, v, 6).

And how much sorvice are God’s
dear children called on to render,
when thus saved, independent of any
service? They are called on to spend
a life of service in every thing they
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do, and in cvery thing they say ; and
this is their happy liberty. When of
the world, they considered it freedom
to live for the world, but bondage to
live for Christ § so now, when in Christ,
they consider it liberty to live for
Christ, but bondage to live for the
wotld. “If any man be in Christ he
is a new creatove ; old things are
passed away: bebold all things are
become new” (2 Car. v. 17). When
the Apostle Panl entreats believers to
live thus, he says, “I beseech you
therefore, brethren,” not by the ter-
rors of God’s wrath, for from these Zhey
were already delivered, but ¢ by the
mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reason-
ableservice, And be not eonformed to
this world, but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye
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may prove what is that good and ac-
ceptable and perfect will of God.” To
live as & Christian, is to have the love
of Christ constraining us to live, not
unto ourselves, but unto him who died
for us and rose again (2 Cor. v. 13).
* Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God” (I Cor. x, 31}, And inas-
much as we are not our own, but
bought with a price, to glorify God in
our body and in our spirit, which are
God’s (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20).

And, dear Christian reader, how I
feel ashamed at the little return of
continued self-denying service of love,
from such as we are to him who loved
us and gave himself for us.  Had hea-
ven in it any gift so rich as the Son
of God? Yet he was freely given for
us. And have we anything now too
gooll and too valuable to scrve God
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with? Could Jesus do more for us
than stooping into our degraded humi-
liation, to lay down his life in love?
And is there any service for Jesus now,
which he could be honoured in, and
which we will not honour him, be-
cause we should make too great a sacri-
fice? Dear brethren, may we koow
more of the love of Jesus, that we may
know less of the love of ourselves ; and
see more of the glory of Jesus, that we
may see less of the glory of the world ;
but confess plainly that we are heirs of
another country, even an heavenly;
and that even the ‘“reproach of Cluist
is greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt,” ever looking back to the cross,
to see our salvation only in our eruci-
fied Redeemer; to whom be blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, for
evet and ever,—Amen !

Clulow and Soltan, Publishers, Cormwall-Ntreet,



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No, 2,
THE CHRISTIAN'S HEAVENLY
CALLING.

Dzar CHrisTiaN REsDERS,—I
irust that the following simple obser-
vations may be blessed, in leading us
to consider seriously before the Lord,
whether much of our present conduet
is not very unworthy of believers in
Christ Jesus, who should walk in such
spiritnality and grace as we are now
calied to. There is a great difference
between the Jewish and the Christian
dispensations, but the difference is not
sufficiently marked ; and therefore we
are too often found greatly dishonour-
ing our blessed Lord in walking more
like earihly Jews, than saints “raised
up together and made sit together in

T & 8.



18

keavenly placesin ChristJesus " (Eph,
ii. 6.) 1 trust we may see the impor-
tance of distinguishing Jewish {rom
Christlan Scriptures ; and while Tearn-
ing blessed lessons from all Seripiure
(2 Tin. iil. 16,) vet apply ecch purt
to what the Holy Spivit applied it.
As the Lord dealt with the Jew in
flesh, so docs he deal with us in spiric:
he blessed the Jew with earthly bless-
ings in the land (Gen. xv, 13;} he
hath Dblessed us with oll spivitual
blessings in heavenfy places in Christ
(Eph.1.3.) Theoccasten of the great
change in God’s dealing was this—
the Lord Jesus came to the earth, as
the Messich ol the Jews, but they
rejected him out of the carth, back to
the heavens from which Le came
{Matt. xxi. 38, 39 ;) and now, while
the Lord is rejected by the Jews, he
is gathering a Chureh out of all na-
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tions, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues (Rev. vil. 9,) to bear his
reproach, and to follow him to the
heavenlies. But yet earthly blessing
has not for ever falled, and the Jew
bas not been for ever cast away (Rom.
xi. 13, 25, 26;) for when the Jews
shall say “ Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord !” then they
shallsee Christ again (Matt.xxiii. 39;)
and he shall restore them to their vwa
land (1sa. xi. 11, 16,) aud make them
“a praise among all people ™ (Zeph.
i 200y Until that time eomes—in
the interval between the rejection of
Christ and his reception again by the
Jews—1the church, which was chosen,
in Christ before the foundation of the
world (Eph. . 4) is called to stand,
not in any Jewish earthly connection,
but in the rejection of the Lord Jesus
Christ the great head of the church;


http://Matt.xxiii.39
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for as he was not received in the
world, so his church will not be re-
ceived either (John xv. 18, 20) ; and
as he was received into the heavens,
so he is gone to prepare a place for
his chorch, that he may come again
to Teceive her unto himself, that where
he is there she may be also (John xiv.
2, 3,) as the bride, the Lamb's wife
(Rev. xxi. 9,) made in his own glo-
rious likeness (Phil. iii. 21,) and a
joint-heir with him to share his throne
(Rom, viil. 17 ; Rev. iii, 21.) There-
fore, should the life of a believer in
Jesus be so different from that of aJew.

The things of the earth were given
by the Lord 1o theJews* (Josh. 1. 11),

* Tt is important to know, that much of
the volue of the earihly circumstances of
the Jews, lay in their being types and
shadows of far more precious things that

were to come after them (see I Cor, x. 11;
Heb. =, 1; Col, it, 16, 17.} —
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and therefore they might have set their
affection on ihem, but keavenly and
not earthly blessings are given to us,
therefore the direction s, * Bet your
aflection on things above, nof on things
of the earth” (Col. iil. 2).

The dews might have minded e¢arh-
Iy things, and should bave done so,
because they were what God gave
them, but they who minded earthiy
things now have their end, ©* destrue-
tion™ (Phil. iii. 18,) because they are
not what God gives to fill the hearts
of his people.

The Jews should fight with the
sword against an enemy that attacked
them in their land {Numb. x. 9;) but
“ the weapons of our warfare are not
earnal” {2 Cor.x.4,} “ for we wrestle
against spirituel wickedness ;” using
only “ the sword of the Spirit, which
&s the word of God” (Eph. vi. 12, 17.)
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The Jews had & particular place in
their land, and a dedicated building
in it, where they worshipped God
(1 Kings viil. ;) but we have no one
place or building mere than another
(John iv. 20, 21 ;) but wherever two
or three are met fogether in the name
of Clirist there is he in the midst of
them (Matt. xviil. 20.)

The Jewish earthly temple ¢ was
adorned with goodly stones and gifts”
{Luke xxi. 5;) but there shounld be
no such building and no such adorn-
ing in the Cluistian church now, but
a spiritual house, composed of believ-
ers, as lively stones, builded together
for an habitation of God Lhwuﬂh thc,
Spixit (Eph. #i. 20, 21; 1 Pet. 1i. 5.)

The Jews had persons among them
on earth holding the special office of
priest; but oar only Priest (except
as every believer is a priest, 1 Pet.
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ii. 9,) is Jesus, the great High-Priest
who is set at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens
(Heb. vili, 1.)

In the Jew's kingdom on earlh
riches were a mark of God's favour {1
Kings iit, 13;) but, says Jesus, “arich
man shall hardly enter inio the king-
dom of heaven” (W att, 1ix.23.) The
unsearchable riches of Christ are alone
of valne in the heavenly kingdom.

Among the Jews, earfhly rank and
kingly power weze m’lmd of God, ag
plices with which he would horour
s own people® (1 Kings ix. §;) Lat,
says Jesus, “ Ye know thatthey which
are accounted to rule over the Gen-

* Little reference is made in this paper
to resurrection-glory, as the object i3 o
show that much of the practical conduct
of Jews, in their dispensatiou, should nog

be an example for Christians in this dispen-
satlon,
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tiles exercise lordship over them; and
their great ones exercise anthority upen
‘them. But so shall it not be among
you; but whosoever will be great
among you, shall be your minister ;
and whosoever of you will be chiefest
shall be servant of ali; for even the
Son of Man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many” (Mark x.
42 45.)

Among the Jews an injured person
might take vengeance through the law
{Numb. xxxv. 19 ; Ex, xxi. 24;) but
the direction for believers now standing
not under law but under grace, is,
“Avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath” { Rom. xii. 19,)
“ Not rendering evil for evil, or railing
for railing, but contrariwise blessing”
{1 Pet. 1ii. 9.)

And now, “hely brethren, partak-
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ors of the kegvenly calling,” ¢ what
manner of persons ought we to be in
all holy conversation and godliness
What was lawful in a Jew, would to
us be the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eye, and the pride of life; and
whosoever loves these, the love of the
Father is not in him (} John ii. 15,
16.) Christ’s kingdem is not of this
world now (John xviil. 86,) but “the
whole world lieth in wickedness”
{1 Jobn v, 18.) The devil is the
prince of this world, and the god of
this world (John xiv. 30; 2 Cor. iv.
4;) and io be of the world now, is to
be of the devil. An awful reflection !
O that it may be brought to the con-
seience of some poor worldling ! The
Lord deals not with the world now,
or with any part of it, as he once dealt
with the Jews. He bears with the
world in long-suffering, not to have it
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converted by the preaching of the goe-
pel now, for this is no wheve promised,
but to take out o/ the Geniiles a peo-
ple for his name {Acts xv. 14,) and
this people to be only a kind of firsi-
Jruils of his ereatures (Jamesi. 18}
There is not one passage of scripture
that speaks of a nmversal knowledge of
God in the carth during this dispensa-
tion; but, on the contrary, we are
warned that iniquity will abound, until
the Lovd comes 1o desivoy the man of
sin, nut by the preaching of his word,
but by fhe brightness of his comiag
(2 Thess. ii. 8,) for “the Lord my
God shall come, and all ile saints
with thee,” ““and his feet shall stand
in that day upon the Mount of Olives
which is before Jerusalem on the east”
(Zech. xiv. 4, 5;) and the Jew shall
be restored to his own land agsain;
and “at that time they shall call
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Jerusalem the throne of the Lord,
and all the nations shall be gathered
unto it, to the nume of the Lord, to
Jeruzsalem ; neither shall they walk
any more after the imagination of their
cvil heart” (Jer. i, 17;) for living
waters shall go out from Jerusalem,
in streams of blessing to enrich the
earth, “ and Israel shall blossom and
bud and fill the face of the world with
fruit” (Isa. xxvii. G}, and ¢ the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover  the sea”
(Isa. xi. 9.) Then will the promises
to Abrahazn and the amnclent people
of God be fulfilled in that land which
once was promised to them, but in
which Abraham spent his life as in a
strange country. The earthly glory
shall be heavenly in its character, be-
cause hieaven shall be  open, and the
angels of God ascending and descend-
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ing upon the Son of Man” {John
1. 61 ;) and therefore it shall be said,
as in the vision of Jacob’s ladder,
¢ This is none other but the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven”
(Gen xxvili. 17:) and the heavenly
glory will be connected with the earth;
for all things, both which are in hea-
ven, and which are on earth, shall
be gathered together in Christ (Eph,
1. 10.)

This happy time has not yet come
but the children of God are called
to look for the coming of the Lord
from heaven to bring it about; and
how should they now be found ? They
should be very separate from an evil
world (2 Cor. vi. 17:} not walking
like Jews, but »isen with Christ, seek-
ing the tbings above, wheve Christ sits
at the right khand of God (Col.iil. 1;)
not laying up treasure on earfh, but
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in keaven, with their heart in heawven
where their treasure is (Matt. vi. 19—
21:) * For owur conversation is it hea-
ven, from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glo-
rious hody, according to the working
whereby he is able even teo subdue all
things unto himself” (Phil.iii. 20,21 :)
*“Tor we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. For in this we groan, ear-
nestly desiting to b2 clothed upon with
our house which is from Aeawen "
{2 Cor.v.1,2:) * For the Lord him.
self shall descend from heaven with &
shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we
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which are alive and remain shall be
canght up together with them in the
clouds 10 meet the Lord in the air:
and go shall we ever be with the Lord.
‘Wherelore comfort one another with
these words™ (1 Thess. iv. 16—18.)

“ Now our Lord Jesus Christ him-
self, and God, even our Father, which
hath loved ug, and hath given us ever-
lasting  consolation and good hope
through grace, comfort your hearts,
aird stablish you in every good word
and work,” Amex. (2 Thess. i
16, 17.)

A HYMN,

Hnowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.
And if any man think thet he knowetls any-
thing, he knoweth norhing yet as he ought o
Arow (1 Cor. viii. I, 2.

Gracigus God, thy children keep;
Jesus guide thy silly sheep;
Fix, O fix, our fickle souls;

Lord direct us; we are fools.



31

Bid us in thy care confide;

Hecp uvs near thy wounded side ;
From thee never let ns stir,

For thou knew'st how soon we err.

Lay us low before thy feet,

Safe from pride amd self-coneeit;
Bo the language of our souis,

“ Lord direct usy wo are fools.”

We are [ools, but thou ort wise;
Son of David ope onr eyes ;

Hold thy lambs securs irum harms,
In thine everlasting arms,

0! defend thy purchag’'d flock ;
See th' insuliing Ishmael’s mock ;
Gruard us from a world of sin,
Foes without, and worse within,

Pang'rous doctrines [rom without,
Lies and cvrors ronud about;
Trom within a treach'rous heart,
Prone to take the tempter's part.

Look npon th' unequal war,
Saviour do not go too far:
Crafty is the foe, and strong;
Saviout, do not farry long.
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By thy word we fain would steer,
Fain thy Spirit's dictates hear;
Save us from the rocks and shelves
Save us chiefly from ounrselves.

Never, never may we dare,

What we are not, say we are;
Make us well our vileness know;
Keep us very, very low.

May we all our wills resigu,
Quite absord’d and lost in thine ;
Let us walk by thy right rules;
Lord direct us ; we are fools,



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 3.

OBEDIENCE.

To you who, through the teaching
of the Holy Ghost, have been led to
know the Lord Jesus Christ, and who
can trust to the promise, that  your
sing are forgiven you for his name's
sake” (1 Johm ji. 12,) nething now
is so important to know, as how yon
ought to walk and to please God
(1 Thes. iv. 1.) You have, throngh
the free love of God, been washed
from youor sins in the blood of Jesus
(Bev.i.8.) You are not of the world,
but chosen out of it (John xv. 19.}
“ It is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom " (Luke xii.
32 You are now, therefore, the
heirs of God, and joint heirs with

C. & 8.
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" Christ (Rom. viii. 17.) Nothing can
separate you from the love of God
which is in Chuist Jesus our Lord
{Rom. viil. 39.) You wait in this
world the appeavance of cur Lord
Jesus from heaven, who shall change
your vile bodics, and fashion them
like unto his own glorions hedy
{Phil. 1l 21.) Your great object,
then, doring the peried that your
Father leaves you here, should be to
glovify God with your bodies and
your spirits, which are his (1 Cor.
vi, 201} to present your DLodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable ser-
vice (Rowm. xii. 1, 2.)

Byt there are those who, profess-
ing to know these things, and ap-
pearing to desive the g[my of God;
are yet not acting in accordance with
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his word. They have a zeal for God,
but mnot according to knowledge
{(Rom. x. 2.} They desire to be en-
gaged in His service, but sufler them-
selves to be led away by their own
guggestions ; too often deceived by
the idea that if they are sincere, all 15
right, Honest intention is of great
value in its proper place, but much
wrong may be, aud cften is, done in
great sincerity. You then, beloved
brethren, will remember that God’s
ways are nol as our ways, nor his
thoughts as our thoughts; and that
a casting down of Imaginations and
every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. x.
5,) is the only part that belongs to
ue,  Suffer, said Jesus, litile children,
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to come unio me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom of
God (Luke xviil. 18,) because there
is humility, simplicity, and obedience
—a mird that, instead of setting np
and following its own reasonings, is
readily subject to a father’s word upon
its vwn authority, The path of obe-
dience then is the path of duty and
of blessing. It is the only proper
place of the creature, because God
must in ail things be supreme ; upon
this depends sin and righteousness;
there is nothing so humble, nothing
so steady, nothing which so much
marks the presence of the Holy Spirit,
or is so opposed to insuberdination,
_and which so utterly puts to silence
every ungodly suggestion,

Sin is lawlessness, doing one's own
wili, " but he that deeth the will of
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Jod abideth for ever ” (1 Johnii. 17.)
“Il yo know these things, happy
areya if they do them” {Johnxiil. 17.)
Let us now see how this is tanght in
the Holy Scriptures in the sirongest
mauner, The first Adam, and the
second the Lord from heaven, the
great heads and types of ruin and of
blessing are thus distinguished, as the
disobedient aud the obedient ones,
“by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinuers, so by the obe-
dience of one shall many be made
righteous” (Rom. v. 18.)  The first
Adam did Ais cwn will and he pe-
zished by it; he was put under a trial
of obedience : God said, Thou shalt
not eat; be did eat, and was ruined
{Gen. il 1) death, the wages of sin,
followed, the consequence of his own
act; sin was disobedience, insubjec-
tion to God, the wide open door to
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every evil. Precisely the opposite
was found in the perfect and blessed
Saviour. Would you know his cha-
racter in his own humble, holy, and
perfect declaration of it 5 < Lo, [ come:
{in the volume of the book it is writ-
ten of me) I delight to do thy will,
O my God, yea, thy law is within my
heart” (Psalm x1. 7, 8; Heb. x.7;}
so we read in the conrse of his life
on earth, “ My meat is to do the will
of Him that sent me, and to finish
his work ” {John iv. 34)—this cha-
racter was stamped upon gvery cir-
cumstance, “he took upon him ihe
form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men:” and as the
Lovd’s service was perfeet, so was it
unceasing, for loving his own, he
loved them unto the end, and became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross (Phil. ii. 8;) for though
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willingly doing it, this commandment
had ke received of his Father; he had
now his ears dog for him ( Ps.x1.6,) the
Lord God had epened them;* he was
not rebellious, meither turned away
back, but gave his back to the smiters
and his cheeks to them that plucked
ofl the hair (Isa.1.5,6;) nor id he his
face from all that obedience brought
him into. Qbedience was the prinei-
ple on which he aeted in the temp-
tation : “* It is written,” was ever his
reply to the tempter's suggestions ;

* Jesus is Trere represented with a bored
or opened ear, as the sign of perpetual and
willing service. When it was lawful for a
servant to go out free, but yot when he plain-
1y said, *I leve my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free;” then he
wasbrought to the door-post; and his master
bared Lis ear though with an awl, that he
should serve him for ever. See Bx. xxi.5,0.
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but the one sentence, “ Lo, 1 come
to do thy will, O God,” stamps
the character, and fully shews the
principle of the life of the Holy
Jesus—He was the pattern of obe-
dience ; * though he were a son, yet
learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered” (Heb. v. 8.}—
The full contrast to all this is in
Auti-Christ, © the king shall do ac-
cording to his will” (Dan. xi. 39)—
this is Aés principle; he shall do accor-
ding to his will, and magnify himself,
And as we find obedience in its per-
fection in our Loxd's constant walk, it
is the character also of the believers’
sanctification, ° sanctified unto obe-
dience and sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. i. 2,) this is that
to which the believer is sanectified or
sef apart ; and so it is written, where
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the contrary state is spoken of {Eph.
#, 2,) “wherein in thoe past ye
walked according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spitit that
now worketh in the children of diso-
bedience.” Nor does any thing ever
alter this principle; nothing but sin
can ever draw a man away from ic;
the doing our own will is always sin;
the acting of the old man is not sub-
ject to God, or it would do Ads will,
not ifs own. This character must be
maintained in all the trying eireum-
stances of refusing obedience to the
anthority of man, when it is contrary
to the mind of God. “We ought (o
obey God rather than men ” (Acts
v. 20.) It can be forsaken in no
instance without breaking through
the principle of being **followers of
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God as,dear children " (Eph, v. 1.}
It is the great exercise of life toward
God, )

The previons step to blessing, fo
the Lord’s ehildren, is obedience, < If
any man will do kis will, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God” {John vil. 17;) the same truth
is very distinetly taught us in John
xiv. 21, 23— He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it
is that loveth me: and he that loveth
me shall be loved of my Father, and T
will lave him and will manifest myself
to him. If a man love me, he will
keep my words; and my father will
love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.”
Nothing ean he more distinct than
the free salvation of the SINNER,
ihrough the obedience of Christ, and
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the certainty of blessing fo the sainT
by obedience (o the word. Christians
then are nol lo wait for blessing in
order to obey, but to act on the com-
mand, and blessing will follow. They
are alvcady justified (1 Cor. vi. 11,}
and when justified, blessing follows
their obedience ; *“ fo him that Rath
shall more be given.” The redemp-
tion of the church is now complete,
for by one man's obedience, shall many
Ve made righteous; but to the re-
deemed, obedience goes before the
enjoyment of blessing. Thus Saul
sttuck 1o the ground says, “ What
shall I do, Lord #”  And the Lovd said
mte him,  Arise, and go into Da-
mascus, and there it shall be told thee
of all things which are appointed for
thee to do” {Acts xxii. 10.) He went
and received comfort and blessing
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through Anenias, then sent to him;
he acted In obedience in the fivst
insfance. 8o the poor blind man, a
pattern and type to us, was directed,
“ @o wash in the pool of Siloam;...
he went his way thevefore and washed,
and came seeing " (John ix. 7.) Hav-
ing been cbedient, he was enabled to
teach his teachers: and being cast out
for it, the Lord finds him in this case,
and reveals himself unto him.

But, beloved brethren, the path of
ohedience must ever be a path of trial
to the flesh; “In the world,” said
our Lord to his disciples * ye shall
have oibnlation” (Jobkn xvi. 33,) “and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus”
saith the 8Spirit by Paal, * shall suffer
persecution ” (2 Tim, iii, 12.) Has
this word ceased to be true? or is it
inapplicable to the Lord’s children in
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these days? By no means. Why
then, it may be asked, is the profession
of Christ, one now of such comparative
case and quiet ! Simply because it
is an unfaithful one, because there is
go much a form of gedliness without
power, and so few are found living
godly in Christ Jesus.

The path of obedience is the path
in which Jesus walked, and he has left
us an example to follow hia steps; but
conformity lo the world, and the
friendship- of the world, though they
are directly forbidden to the Lord's
children, are too plainly and grievously
the order of the day. The Church's
character in the world should be that
of a light in a dark place ;—Jesus,
when in the world, was the light of it
(John ix. 5;) and he has said to his
children, “Ye are the light of the
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world. A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hid ” (Matt. v. 14.)

The world crucified the Lord of
glory, because men loved derkness
rather than light. The world hated
him, because he testified of it, that
its works were evil (John vii. 7;) and
let not his diseiples when brought inte
a position of testimony, marvel if the
would hate them, for our Lord has said,
“Ye know that it hated me before it
heted you; if ye were of the world
the world would love its own; but
because ye are not of the world, but
I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you. Re-
member the word that I said unto you.
The servant is not greater than his
lord ; if they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you ; if they have
kept my saying, they will keep your's



47

alzo 7 (John xv, 18—20.) The things
of Jesus are shown unto God’s dear
child, by the Holy Ghost presenting
them with power to his conscience,
that his light may so shize belove men
that they may see his good works. His
good work is ““the obedience of
faith ;" and in the teachable child-like
spirit, that a kinowledge of his own
evil will ever promote, he wiil be
ready to suspect and lay aside the
suggestions of his own mind, and the
wisdom of this world ; and bring every
thing he is called npon to say or do,
io the light of God’s most holy word,
proving all things, and holding fast
that which is good. May you, dear
reader, be thus directed, “and be
ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear ¥ (1 Pet. iil. 16.)
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A HYMN.

Poon and afilicted, Lord, are thine—
Amaong the great unfit to ghine;

But tho’ the world may think it strange,
They wenld not with the world exchange.

Poor and afllicted, yes, they are;
They're not exempt from grief and care ;
But he who saved them by his blood,
Males every sorrow yield ¢hem good,

Poor and afflicted, "tis {heir lot;

They Inow it, and they murmur pot.

'T would ili become them to refuse,
The state their master deign'd to choose.

Poor and aflicted—yet they sing,

For Jesus is their glorious Kiny,

Through sufferings perfect now he reigns,
And shares in all their griefs and pains.

Poor and aficted—but ere long
They'll join the bright celeslial threng ;
Their sufferings then will xeach a close,
And heaven afford them sweet repose,



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 4.

“WHOM SAYYE THAT I AM Y

Dear Reader, however the course of
this world {which lieth in the wicked
oue, the prince of the power of the
alr) may array and classify the various
ranks or ovders of men, in the sight
of God,—as ragards eteinity, there arve
but fwo—viz., believers and unbe-
lievers—those who ave passed from
death unto life {John v. 24,} washed
fromn their stis in the blood of the
Lord Jesns {Rev. 1. 83) ¢ hwose who
are vel “Cdead T trespasses wid sius—
(Ephiid,} andercondanmation {John
ut, 18,) whom the Ged ot this world
{the devil) hath blinded, lest the light
of the glorions gospel of C
shine unto them (2 Con
C. & 8.

st should

iv.d.) If
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you do notbelong to the one, youn must
of necessity be found with the other;
and in this state nothing but destrac-
tion {rom the presence of the Lord can
await you—Judgment is pronounced
upon this world, and the prince of it
(John xii. 31,) and not one tittle of
the Lord’s word can pass unfolfilled.
How truly blessed then ig the pri-
vilege of being enabled to trust in the
word of the living Ged, and to cast
our care upon Jesus! The fear of
judgment s then taken away, and
light, and life, and liberty arc ours:
¢t Pevlect love castelh our fear, becanse
fear hath tormaent,” and apprehending
the love of him who loved us and
gave himself {or us, we shall desire no
louger to live uuto ourselves, bui to
spend, and be spent, in his service.
These thoughts have now suggested
themselves upon reading the 9ih of
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St. Luke, from the 18th to the 36ih
verse. Ouyv blessed Lovd, alons and
in prayer with his disciples, inquires
after the people’s appreliension of his
character, and shews their ignorance,
that wust terminate in death ; on the
part of such, no service to God is
practicable. < Without faith it is
nmpossible to please him : for he that
cometh to God must believe that he
18" (Heb.x1. 6 ;) for < thisis life eter-
nal, to know thee the only trne God,
and Jesns Christ whom thou hast sent”
{John xvil. 3.) Owr Lord therelore
passes from the ignerance which the
carnal mind will ever manifest ; « for
it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be” {Rom. viii. 7 ;)
and puts this peinted question to his
disciples, “ But whom say ye that 1
am /' And now, dear reader, pause
8 moment-—no man can rightly answer
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this but as he is taught of Geod; for
“1no man can say thot Jesus is Lord
but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor.xi1, 3.)

Can you, then, with Peter say, in
spivit and in frulk, the Christ of
God 77  1f so, rejoice iu the Lovd al-
way : and again 1 say rejoice” (Philip.
iv. 4 ;) “flesh and blood hath 10t re-
vealed it unte thee, but your Father
which is in heaven” (Matt. xvi. 17.)
You are now not of the world, even
as Jesus is not of the world {John xvii,
16,) for he has chosen you out of the
world (John xv. 19:) you are an heir
of God and a joiut-leir with Christ;
anew character has been put upon
you, “ becanse God hath from 1he
beginning chosen you to salvation,
through santification of the Spirit,
and belief of the truth ; wherennto he
called you, by the gospel, to the ob-
taining of the glovy of our Lord Jesus
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Clrist” {2 Thess. 1i. 13, 14.) To the
confession of this coming glory are you
now called, and thus, throwgh much
tribulation, to enter inio the kingdom
of heaven, ur Lord, thevelere, said
unto them alf (verse 23,) “If any man
will come after me, lot him deny him-
sclf, take up his cvoss daily, and follow
me ; for whoscever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever will lose
his life for iy sake, the same shall save
it.” Justification by fuith in the blood
of e cross, without the deeds of the
faw (Rowm. §il. 28,) must ever be offen-
sive to the pride of man, “for the
Ireaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness” (1 Cor.i.18.) They
then, that are consistent witnesses unio
the truth,— that will live godly in
Cluist Jesus, shall suffer persecution”
{2 Tim. 11, 12,) for the Lord has said,
“Think net that T mm come tosend peace
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on earth; I eame not to send peace, but
a sword ; for I am come to set a man
al variance against his father, and the
daughter agomnst her mother, and the
dawnghter-in-law against her mother-in-
law: and a man's foes shall be they of
hisownhouscheld” (Matt.x. 34-—36;)
“ for all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life,”—is “ not of the Fa-
ther,”butisof theworld (1Johnii, 16.)
The friendship of this world therefore,
is eninity agninst God; and he that will
be the friend of the world is the enemy
of God {(Jamesiv. 4.) The Lord stood
in the contempt of the world, and wag
hated by it, because he testified against
it thut its works were evil (John viz. 7 ;)
and having Jeft us an example that we
should follow his steps, the world will
hate us alse, as we arve faithful in testi-
wmony for him ; for ** the diseiple is not
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above his master, nor the servant above
his lord: it is enough for the disciple
that he be as his master, and the servant
as his lord” {Matt. x. 24, 25.)

Jesus was, and is, the vejected man
of the earth ; “ he came unto his own,
and his own received him not” (John
i, 113) the husbandmen cast him out
of the vineyard, and slew him, that
the inheritance might be theirs {Luke
xx. 14 ;) und thos separated from the
earth (until the fulness of time, when
hewill restoreall things) unto the resur-
rection-glory, whereunto he is himself
risen, and has wnited his people, that
knowing the exaltation he has put
upon them, they may now readily go
down into and meet the sufferings
that testimony for him will induce.
As they know him and the power of
his resurrection, so will they readily
enter into the fellowship of his suffer-
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ings, and be conformed to his death
(Phil. it 10.)  Ouar Lovd, thercfore,
eontemplating the trials and afffictions
that awaited their prilgrimage here,
appears to desire that they should be
strengthened and encouraged by a
view ol the glo y that should be tbens
and unto which they were to testify.
As if lie would say, True it is, that,
as my disciples, a period of frouble
awaits you, for the woild knows you
nol, because it knew me not {1 John
iil. 1) but be of goed cheer, T have
overcome the mld, and that you
should be ascertained of the character
of the Dbiessings that belong to you,
verily I say unto vou, ¢ there be some
standing here, which shall not taste of
death, till they see the kingdom of
God.” Accordingly, in about eight
days after these sayings, he opened to
their view (so to speak) a miniaiure
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representation of the church's glory,
and they werc eye-witnesses of Ais
majestyn the holy mount—the fashion
of his countenance was altered, and
his raiment became white and glister-
ing—And beheld there talked with
him two men, which were Moses and
Blias, who dppealed in glory. The
one (Moses) the hesd, or representa-
tive of those who have fallen asleep in
Jesus, the other the representative of
those who shall be changed and canght
up into the clouds to mect him in the
air ; and who both, when he shall ap-
pear, shall be like him, for they shall
see him as he is (1 Jobn iii, 8.)
While Peter, James, and John, as
heads of the Jewish people over whom
he shall veign in that day, in bodies
of flesh, sre prostrate before him in
admiration and awe, uttering and yet
knowing not the significancy of what
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they utter) « Master, let us make three
tabernacles, one for thee, one for Mo-
ses, and one for Elias” (for at the
revelation of Jesus shall the feast of
tabernacles be observed in its true ex-
cellency and glory ;) ¢ then shall the
chureh cease from all her wanderings
and trials i this wilderness, and,
entering into her glorious and ever-
lasting rest, commemorate the trinmph
of him who hath brought her out of
great tribulation, and sing the song
of Moses, and of the Lamb for ever.
And Tsracl, no longer a seattered and
peeled people, but each one sitting
under his own vine and fig-tree, none
shall malke them afraid ; for the mouth
of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken it.
They shall walkin the name of the Lord
their God for ever and ever, and he
¢ shall reign over them in Mount Sion
from henceforth, even for ever” (Mich.
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iv. 8,) for the tabernacle of God shall
be “ with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shail be his people,
and God himsclf shall be with them,
and be their God.”

‘With this precious prospect of glory,
into which we are even now privileged
to enter in spirit—for he “hath raised
us np together and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ™
(Eph. i, 6 )—O believerin Jesus, how
should we realize our true position,
and be found strangers in the world,
readily enduringhardness forhis name-
sale P— for ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God ™ (Col.
3il. 3)—* huried with Christ by bap-
tisn into death; that like as he was
raised up [rom the dead by the glory
of the Father, even 0 we also should
walk in newness of life” (Rom. vi. 4.)
“ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ya
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stedfast, unmoveuble, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that yonr labour is not in
vain i the Lord” (1 Cor. xv. 58.)

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

The word * Gospel ” means gond
news, glad tidings. It is not therefore
the gospel (for it is not good news,)
that we must either save or help to
save oursclves by our works; for wo
never did, and cannot do a single work
that could bear the examination of a
holy heart-searching God, * In whose
sight the very heavens are not clean ”
{(Job=v. 15.)  And therclore St. Paul
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says, “ By the deeds of the law there
shali noﬂeshbejushﬁed”(Rom 1i.20.)

It is not good news that we must
he saved par Ll\f by the good works or
intercession of others; Hwy have been
all sinners as we are, aund if saved at
all, were saved throngh the blood of
Christ alone ; for St Paul says, that
“all have sinned” (Row. it 23.) And
“ the wages of sin (yes, ot a single sin)
is death,” while ¢ the free-gift of God
is eternal life through our Lord Jesus
Chriss” (Rom vi. 23.)

It is not good news, that we may be
the children of God, and in a state of
grace to-day, and the children of wrath
to-morrow ; for then we could not
have peace, but should eontinne full
of slavish fear: but the gospel was
intended to give settled peace and joy
1o the sinner’s sonl. And thus St. Paul
says, “ Being justified by faith, we kave
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peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Rom.v 1.) Andagain, “Re-
joice i the Lovd alway” ( Philip. iv.4.)

But the true gespel of Christ iz
indeed good news, cheering to ths
heprt.  For what does the poor sinner
want ! Does he want forgivensss?
The gospel says, “ We have redemp-
tion through his blood, even forgive-
ness of sin” (Eph.i. 7.) Does he want
to Le eleansed from his sins ! The
gospel says, “ The blood of Jesus
Clhist cleanseth from all sin” (1 John
1. 7.) Does he want to be counted
righteous before God? The gospel
says, “To him that worketh not, but
believeth on him that justifieth the
ungodly, Lis faith is counted for righ-
teousness” (Rom.iv.5;) even as Abra-
ham who “ belisved God, aud it was
counted unto him for vighteousness”
(Rom.iv.3.) Deoeshewantsalvalion’
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The gospel says, * If thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved " (Rom. x. 9.)
Does he want everlasting life? The
Lord Jesus Christ says, “ He that be-
lieveth on me, kath everlasting life”
{John vi, 47.) Does he want to be
keptuntil the end P Christ says, “ My
sheep hear my voice; and I Anow
them, and they follow me; and I give
unto them eternal life, and they shall
never perish ; neither shall any pluck
thew out of my hand” John x, 27, 28,)
This gospel is indeed good news.

This is the only one which can re-
move slavish fear [rom our hearts, -
and give us peace with God. This
only can take away the natural enmity
of our hearts towards God, and give
us either desire or strength to sexve



64

him ; and when we believe it, it pro-
duces love in our hearts towards
him —* We love him because he first
loved us ” (1 John iv. 19;) so loved
us as to give his Son to die for us,
. ““ the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God” (1 Pet.iit, 18.} We
become his children, as 8t. Paul says,
“Ye are alt the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus™ (Gal. il 26 1)
members of his blessed family for over:
beiieeing this, we shall seck our Fa—
ther’s glory, do our Father’s will,
about our Futher’sbusiness; andkno“-
ing that we are nat ouyr own, but huught
with a price (cven the precions blood
of Clmist,) shell seek to glorify God
in our bodies and spirits which are
God’s (1 Cor. vi. 20.)
“Search the Scripinres whether these
things be so” (Acts xvil. 11.)



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 4.

THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD AND
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

We have endeavoured in our last
number, beloved brethren, to shew
that the coming glory of the Lord and
Saviour, and the establishment of his
kingdom, is the blessed hope of the
church, set before it by the Lord him-
gelf, that, apprehending its exaltation
with him, it may, more readily, be
found in testimony against the world,
witnessing unto his approach in the
only practicable path (the ene he trod
himself,) that of self-denial and suffer-
ing ; and now (if the Lord will,) we
would desire (o trece more fully some
of theplainstatements of the Scripture,
5 10 the character and circumstances

C. & B.
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of the glorious kingdowm, that each for
himsel{, definitely discerning whart has
been revealed, may live in the joyful
hepe of its speedy acecmplishment,

. To the mind that has tasted of the
graciousness of Chuist, all Scripture
must be preeious, for it “*is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doetrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruetion in righteousness : that
the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
works” (2Tim.iit. 16,17.) Andsurely
the prophetic portions, so much and
so long overlooked by many of the
Lord’s little oues, should form sub-

tion and pra.yei‘? Yes,—inasmuch
as “the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy” (Rev, xix, 10,)
“ whereunto ye do well to take heed,
as unto a Hght that shineth in a dark
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place, until the day dawn, and the day
star avise " (2 Pet.i. 19,) for * the
prophets have inguired and searched
diligently, who, prophesied of the
grace that should come unto yow :
searching what, or what manmer of
time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified
beforehand of the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow”
(1 Pet.1.10,11.) And now, while we
should adore the unsearchable riches
of the grace that gave Jesus to ““ taste
of death for every man,” it is our pri~
vilege to know that it was for the
bringing many sons unto glory, that
the Captain of their salvation was thus
perfected ; that both he that sanetifieth
aud they who are sanctified, should be
all of one (Heb, ii. 10, 11.)

Much of the Lord’slast conversation
with his disciples was concerning his
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coming, in the 14th, 15th, and 16th
chapters of the Gospel of John; Let
rot your hearts be troubled (be borne
above present circamstances,) ye be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In
my Father's house are many man.
sions. I go to prepare a place for
you; aud if I go, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself. Ye now,
therefore, have sorrow, but I will see
you again, and your heart shall re-
joice, and your joy no man taketh
from you. “In the world you shall
have tribulation; but be of'good cheer,
I have owvercome the wourld" (John
xiv. 1—3; xvi. 22, 23.) The pre-
paration of a place, therefore, for his
people appears to be, so to speak, a
preliminary work, for he has overcome
~—through death, he has destroyed him
that hath the power of death, that is
the devil—that he might deliver them
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who, through fear of death, were all
their life-time subject to bondage { Heb,
ii. 14, 15.) He hath ascended up on
high, and led captivity captive, and
received gifts for men (Psa. Ixviii. 18.)
And the casting out of the usurper, the
prince of the power of the air, from
the high or heavenly places, appears
to be an especial part of that work of
preparation, for so we read in Rev.
xil, 7, 8 * There was war in heaven:
Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, and prevailed not ;
neither was their place found any more
in heaven, And the great dragon was
cast out, that old serpent, cailed the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth
the whole world: he was cast out
indo the earth, and his angels wers
cast out with him.” The purifying
of the heavenly places will go on
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and will be perfected. This wondrous
work of Christ appears to be also the
{ull meaning of 16th chap. Leviticns,
The holy or heavenly place where
the altar of incense, candlestick, and
shew bread were placed, and where in
the anti-type the Church of the first-
born will minister, is now being hal-
lowed by the High Priest, even Jesus,
who goeth in alone, the first-fruits of
them that sleep. No one shall be
in the tabernacle of the congregation,
in the place of earthly service without,
until he shall come forth to make
atonement for the altar there-—as in
verse 19—he shall sprinkle it seven
times with the blood (4. ) perfectly
cleanse and hallow it for the sons of
Levi, when he shall purily them, that
they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousnegs (Mal. iil.
3;) the order herein seeming to



71

be, that Christ’s fivst work is the pre-
paration of the holy or heavenly place.
for his Chureh, into which it shall be
gathered as the first-fruits unto God
{1 Thess, iv. 16, &c.,) and then puri-
fying the place of his worship upon
the earth, when the offering of Judah
atd Jerusalem shall be pleasant unto
the Lord, as in the days of old, and
as in former years (Mal, i, 4.) Ac-
cordingly Rev. xii, after declaring the
casting out of Satan ag we have seen,
goes on in verse 10— I heard aloud
voice saying in HEaveEN, Now is come
salvation, and sivength, and the king-
dom of our God, and the power of
his Christ: for the asccuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused
them before ow God day and night.”

When this work is accomplished,
when he that overcometh shall sit down
with Jesus on his throne, as he has
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overcome, and is set down with his
Father upon his throne (Rev. iii. 21,)
then shall he come f{forth, * whose
goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting” (Mich. v. 2,) « For
the Lord shall rise up as in Mount
Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the
valley of Gibeon, that he may do his
work, his strange work ; and bring to
pass his act, his strange act” (Isa.
xxviii. 21.) - Tor, behold, the Loxd
cometh out of his place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their ini-
quity: the earth also shall disclose
her blood, and shall no move cover
her slain.  In that day the Lord with
Lis sore and great and strong sword
shall punish leviathan the piercing
serpent, even leviathan that crooked
serpent ; and he shall slay the dragon
that is in the sea” ({Isa. xxv. 21, and
xxvii. 1.} Therefore wait ye (the
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Jowish people) upon me, saith the
Loxd, until the day that I rise up to
the prey; for my determination is to
gather the nations, that I may assem-
ble the kingdoms, to pour upon them
mine indignation, even all my fierce
anger: for all the earth shall be de-
voured with the fire of my jealousy.
TFor then will I turn fo the people
{(his ancients) a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of
the Lord, with one consent. From
beyond the rivers of Eihiopia my
suppliants, even the daughter of my
dispersed, shall bring mine offering”
{Zeph, iil, 8—10.) This then is he
that eometh from Fdom, with dyed
garments from Bozrah, treading in his
anger and trampling in his fury. For
the day of vengeance is in his heart,
and the year of his redeemed is come
(Isajah Ixiii, 1, 4; see Joel i 2
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Zech. xiv, 2, 4 5 Tsa, 1xvi, 15, 16, 20.)

“The Lord my God shall come, and
all the saints with thee” ( Zech. xiv. §;
Jude 14—16; Rev. xix. 11, i5,)
“them aiso which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him” (t Thess. iv, 14,)
when he shall cowme to be glozified
in his saints (2 Thess. i. 10,) for the
saints shall be with their Lord in the
judgment—for they shall rule the
nations with a rod of iron; and break
them to shivers, as a potter’s vessel,
even as he has received of his Father
(Rev. i1, 27.) Thus “to him whom
man despiseth, to him whom the na-
tion sbhorreth, to a servant of rulers,
kings shall see and arise, princes
also shall worship, because of the
Lord that is faithful, and the Holy
One of Israel, and he shall choose
thee. Thus saith the Lord. In an
acceptable time have T heard thee,
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and in a day of salvation have I helped
thes: and I will preserve thee, and
give thee for a covenant of the people,
to establish the earth, to cause to in-
herit the desolate heritages™ { Isa. xlix,
7,8.) “Hisnameshallendureforever:
his name shall be continued as long
as the sun ; and men shall be blessed
in him: all nations shall call him
blessed” (Ps. Ixxii. 17.) “ Sing and
rejoice, O danghter of Zion ; for lo, I
come, and I will dwell in the midst
of thee, saith the Lord. And many
nations shall be joined to the Lord in
that day, and shall be my people : and
I will dwell in the midst of thee, and
thou shalé know that the Lord of
Hosts bath sent me unto thee. And
the Lord shall inherit Judah his por-
tion in the holy land, and shall choose
Jerngalem again” (Zech. ii. 10--12.)
As a king he shall reign and prosper,
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and shall execute judgment and jus-
tice in the carth. “In his days Judah
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell
safely ; and this is his name whereby
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEQUSNESS” {Jer. xxiii. 5,
6; Lukei.32,33.) <« He shall stand
and rule in the strength of the Lord, in
the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God; and they shall abide: for now
shall he be great unto the ends of the
earth” (Mich. v. 4.) * Thus saith the
Lord, I am returned unto Zion, and
will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem :
and Jerusalem skafll be called a city
of fruth” (Zech. viii. 3.) 1 will save
my people from the east country, and
from the west ; and T will bring them,
and they shall dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem : and they shall be wy peo-
ple” {ver.7,8.) < Yea, many people
and sirong nations shall come to seek
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the Lord of Hoests in Jerusalem, and
to pray before the Lord” (ver. 22;)
“ and the Lord shall be king over all
the carth : in that day there shall be
one Lord and his name one” { Zech. xiv.
9; Ezek. xxxvil. 21,28.) The King
shall be seen in his beanty then; he
shall bless the é)eople like Solomon
them, and uphold them (2 Chon. vi.)
And as Solomon built cities and fenced
them so that they dweltsafely (2 Chron,
viil.) so in his days * my people shall
dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest-
ing places” (Isa. xxxii., 18.) Asthe
word of knowledge was with Sclomon,
so upon the true Solomen shall the
spirit of the Lord rest, * the spirit of
wisdom, and of understanding, the
spivit of counsel and might, the spirit
of nowledge and of the fear of the
Lord;......with righteousness shall he
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judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth”
(Isa. xi. 2,4 ; see Ps,Ixxii.) Inand
over the scene of joy and gladness
his saints (who now in the howr of his
rejection confess him) shall have their
exalted and glorious portion, for they,
the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
shall come down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. The tabernacle of
God shall then be with men, and he
will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himsell shall
be with them, and be their God {Rev.
xxi. 2, 3.) And while Jacob shall
take root downward, and Dbear fruit
upward, blossoming and budding, and
filling the face of fthe world with
fruit {Isa. xxvil. 6;) and the Lord
through their instrumentality shall
gather ont the harvest of the whole
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earih to his everlasting praise, the
church in the beauteous likemess of
Jesus shall reign with him (Rev. v,
16; joint-possessors of the glory of
which they are now joint-heirs ( Rom.
viii. ¥7;) the happy communicators
of all blessing and joy from God in
the holiest to the ends of the earth.
“Tn that day T will hear, saith the
Lord, I will hear the heavens, and
they shall hear the earth, and the
earth shall hear the corn, and the
wine, and the oil ; and they shall hear
Jezreel” (Haos. ii. 21.) 8o all things
shall be ordered for a ceaseless and
uwearying song of joy, and of praise
for ever.

Beloved, then what manner of per-
sons ought we to be, who now, trust-
ing to the blood, are looking for this
glory P-—now sitting togsther in hea-
venly places in Christ Jesus, where
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4 Father’s gracious purpose of love
has raised us—-not thinking cur own
thoughts or speaking our own words,
but anticipating that song of praise
in full assurance of faith which we
shall then sing without hmpediment,
we should be found as strangers and
pilgrims in a condemned world, look-
ng for, and hastening unto the coming
of the day of God, and anxiously
desiring that blessed hope and the
glorious appearing of the great God,
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, * who
gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealons
of good works” ({Titus ii. 14.)



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 6,

THE DAYS OF NOAH AND THE
DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN.

Dear Reaper—You have heard
of the flood of water in which the
world was once drowned, because of
its wickedness: and de you think
that it is any better now, than it was
then ? Noj; the world is as bad as it
was 1n the days of Noah, and grieves
the Lord’s heart continually.

In the days of Noah “ God saw
that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagina-
tion of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” (Gen. vi. §3)
but the world is just as bad now, for
“we know,” says the Apostle John,
“ that we are of God, and fhe WHOLE

C. & 8.
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world lieth in wickedness” (1 John
v. 19.)

1n the days of Noah, God gave a
warning that he would destroy the
earth with a fleod (Gen. vi. 7, 17 ;)
and God has now given a warning
that the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also, and the works
that are therein shall be burned wp
(2 Pet. iii. 10.)

In the days of Noah, God’s warn-
ing was not valued by the world;
“They did ear, they dranl, they
married wives, they were given in
marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and the flood
eame and destroyed them all.”  And
the Lord Jesus says that “ se shall it
be also in the days of the Son of Man”
(Luke xvii. 26, 27.)

In the days of Noal, many were

“lost; “all in whose nostrils was the
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breath of life, of all that was in the
dry land, died” (Gen. vil, 22;) and
the Lord Jesus says, that wide is the
gate, and broad is ‘the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat” (Matt. vii. 13.}

In the days of Noah,  few, that
is, eight souls were saved by water”
{1 Pet. iii. 20 ;) and now, says Christ,
“strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unio life, and few
there be that find it” (Matt. vil. 14.)

In the days of Noah, theve was
but one place of safety, and that was
the ark (Geu. vii. 23;) and now,
there is but ome way of salvation,
and that is in Christ; for “ ncither
is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under hea-
ven given among men, wherehy we
must be saved” (Aets iv. 12.)

There was salety in the ak for
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whoever was in it; and there is sal-
vation in Jesus for whoever believes
in him ; for « to him give all the pro-
phets witness, that through his name
whosoever believeth in him shall ve-
ceive remission of sing” (Acts x. 43.)
None could perish who were in the
arl, for the Lord shut them in (Gen.
vii. 16;) and when he shutteth no
man openeth {Rev. iii. 7 ;} so Christ’s
sheep can never perish ; for, says he,
“ 1 give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shalt
any man pluck them out of my hand.
My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all ; and no man is able
to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand” (John x. 28, 29.)

Whatever character any man had,
if he was not in the ark, he was
drowned, 80 now, whatever charac-
ter any man has, if he is not a be-
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Hever in Jesus, he is lost; for the
seripture says, * He that believeth
not shall be damned” (Mark xvi. 16.)

Noah believed that the flood was
coming, not because he saw any sign
of it, for he saw mno sign of 1, but
simply because God said it. “ By
Juith Nosh was wamned of God of
all things wor seeN as YET" (Heb.
xi. 73;) and so we are taught to
“ walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor.
v.7;) for heaven and earth shall pass
away, but God’s words shall not pass
away {Mark xiii, 81.) -

Noah could have no peace in be-
lieving that the flood was eoming, if
he did not believe that he would be
safe in the ark—and we can have no
peace in helieving that judgment is
coming, if we do not believe that we
have been delivered through Jesgus
{1 Thess. i. 10.)
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If Noah thought he might be lost,
while in the ark, he would have
doubted the trath of God's faithful
promise; and so says the Apostle
John, © He that believeth on the Son
of God hath the witness in himself:
he that believeth not God hath made
him a liar; beciuse he believeth not
the record that God gave of his Son,
And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life
s in his Som. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life. These
things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Sop of
God; that ye may know hat ye
have clernal life, and that yo may
believe on the name of the Son of
God” (1 John v. 10—13.)

- There was 1o more reason to be-
lieve that a fiood would come, than
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that the ark would be a safe retreat
from it—Tor the only proof there was
of either was the word of God—and
there was as strong a statement of the
one as of the other, and therefore as
strong a proof; and so now, there is
no more reason to believe that God
will condemn a single sinner, than
that he never will condemnn a believer
in Jesus; for we only know either
triush from the faithfnl word of God;
and the same asstrance is given of
one as the other.

He that believeth on the Son HATE ever-
lusting life,

And he that beljeveth not the Son shail not
see life (Jolm iii. 36)

Ha that helisveth on Him is not cou-
demned :

But he that beliéveih not is condemned
already (Jolm iif. 18.)

If believers in Jesus, then, are sure
that unbelievers will be condemiied,
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because the word of God says, “he
that believeth mot is condemned al-
ready;” so may they also be sure
that they themselves shall not be
conderaned, beeause the same faith-
ful word says that “he that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting 1ife.”

Then, dear reader, your greatest
blessing in heaven or in earth is, that
you should be a believer in Jesus, for
then you are so safe that you cannot
possibly be safer, © your life is hid
with Christ in God” {Col. iil. 3.)
Your life is as safe as the life of
Jesus; for he has promised,  Be-
cause I live ye shall live also (John
xiv, 19.)

Then, dear christian brethren, as
the ark was lifted up from the carth,
out of the place of death and judg-
ment, and always kept above the
surface of the destroying flood ; so
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shall the saints, precious to their
Lord, be lifted up in the clonds, to
meet their Lord in the air, and so
shall-we ever be with the Lord (1
Thess. iv. 173) and then will be the
judgment of the quick, or living in
the earth, while the ransomed Church
is set in glory, with its glorious Head,
in heavenly places (Eph. ii. 6.}

As Noah repossessed the earth,
when it was cleansed by the waters
of the flood, and received dominion
over it as the gift of God (Gen. ix.
1,2,) so when Christ shall cast out
of his kingdom all things that offend
and them that do iniquity (Matt. xiii.
41,) the sainis shall reign on, or over
the earth (Rev. v. 10;) and the holy
city new Jerusalem shall come down
from God, out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her hushand
(Rev. =x1. 2.)
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There is no terror for the sainis, at
the Lord’s coming, and therefore they
are not afraid of it ; but thera is great
glory for the saints at the Lord’s com-
ing s and, therefors, they look for it,
and long for it. The saints, at Thes-
salonica, * turned to God from idols,
to serve the living and true God, and
TO WAIT FOR HIs Son rroM HEa-
VEN, whom he raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come” (1 Thess. i. 9,
10.} The Apostle Paul said that the
Lord, the righteous Judge, would
give him a crown of righteousness at
that day ; and not to him only, but
unlo all them also that love his ap-
pearing (2 Tim.iv.8,) The promise
is made that *“ wnio them that look
for Him shall he appesr the second
time without sin unto salvation” { Heb.
ix, 28.)
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The Lord Jesus closes the book of
Revelation by promising, ¢ Surely ¥
come quickly ; Amen ;" and the Apos-
tle John replies, ¢ Even so, come Lord
Jesus ;" and let all the-Lord’s people
say Amen, and Amen.

NOTE,

“ The day of judgment” is * the day of
the Lord "—with whom one day is as o
thousand years, and a thousand years as
ene day (2 Pet. i1, 8) Part of the judg-
ment will ke at the commencement of the
doy, and be followed by the blessed reign.
Part of the judgment will be at ¢he end of
tha day, and be followed by the new hea-
vens, and the new earth,

In tho flood, and consequent blessing, we
have a type of each of those judgments and
blessings.

The searching fhe seviptures, whether
theo things are so, may be an interesting
study for some of the Lord’s children who
have not seen them.

The judgment of the nations in Matt. xxv,
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31, &¢. is at the commencement of the day
of the Lord, and also most of the judgments
of that great day.

The judgment of the dead in Rev. xx.
11 to 15, will be at the end of the thousand
years—also the burning of the earth in 2
Pet. chap. iif. appears to be at the close of
the day.

POETRY.

Like as the days of Noah were,
So shail they also be,

When Christ, the Sen of Man, shall come,
‘Whom every eye shall see,

Before the flood, they cat, they drank,
And married day by day ;

And knew not, till the deluge came,
And teok them all away.

S0 new men live, and buy, and sell,
And peace and safety cry,

Not knowing, in their unbelief,
That Christ, the Lord, is nigh.
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Noah believ'd God’s faithful word,
He had no other light ;

S0, now, the saints should walk by faith,
But not at all by sight.

Then, few were saved in the ark,
When all the world were drown’d;
80, now, the way of life, in Christ,
By very few is found. -

The ark, the ark, and it alone,
Was safety in the flood;

So Jesus, and no other name,
Saves sinners by his blood.

Noah esteem'd the ark so much,
Hec loft the earth as dross

S0 precicus now is Jesnus Christ,
That all things else are loss,

And if the ak, of gopker wood,
Prov’d mercy from above,

How much more the work of Christ,
Troclaims that * God is Love,”
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All in the ark were very safe,
For God had shut them i 3

So ol Christ’s sheep are in his hand,
And none can pluck from him.

‘Would Noah donbt God's faithful word,
By fearing he might die?

S0 now to doubt Christ’s precious blood,
Would be to make God lie.

And if dependaunce could be placed
Upon an ark of wood,

How confidently may we rest
In Christ, the mighty God.

The ark was toss’d about with waves,
While all within had rest;

50 mighty billows roll'd o’er Christ,
T.est we should be appress’d.

And as the ark in safety rose
Above the wat'ry deep ;

So shall the living saints arisc,
With all who are asleep.
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But as the ark came down again,
When did the flood subside ;

So shall the church with Christ come down,
Adorned as his bride,

The Lord cousign’d the cleansed earth
To righieous Noah's sway;

So shall the saints with Jesus reign,
Iu his millernial day.

The woxld thought Noah was very poor,
Whom God did richly bless;

o now the suaints, who nothing have,
Then all things will possess.

The world then thought that it was rich,
But seon it pess'd away ;

30 now the glory of the earth
Will end in sad dismay.

Whatever portion Noah kept,
Wus in the ark secure ;

So nothing now, but what's in Chuist, «
Shall be for evor sure.
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May we our portion have in Christ,
And all things else refuse;

That when the world shall pass away,
‘We nothing then can lose.

And may our loins be girt about,
And our lights made to burn;

That we ourselves may be like men -
Waiting their lord’s return,

Oh, then how blessed shall we be,
‘With all our hearts’ desire,

Beholding Jesus, face to face,
Whom all in heav’n admire,

“ Quickly I come,” he testifies,
Even so, Lord Jesus, come ;

Come, take thy weak and scatter'd saints,
And bring them to their home.



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 7.

PRINCIPLES OF TRUTH.

For “them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all that, in every place, ecall
upon the name of Jesus Christ
owr Lord, both thetr's and our’s.”"—
1 Cor. 1. 2.

Taz compiler of the following litle
sentences found them =o searching to
his own conscience, and so profitable,
that he commends them to his bre-
thren, in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, trusting that we may be all
taught by the Holy Spirit, out of the
word of God, that they are the truth
of (tod, and that we may hold them in
pewer for ourselves, and seek that
¢ & 8.
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those of our brethren who have ob.
tained like precious faith, may also
walk in them, and in every truth that
has been given for onr guidance ; and
so much the more as we see the day
approaching.

When the Bridegroom come.,, nene
but those who have the oil can rejoice
before him.  The foolish virgins will
be Satan’s great crown in that day. If
balievers in Jesus, the oil is ours—the
Bpirit is ours—all things are ours.
Satan disputes it, and often tries us
sorely ; but vietory is ours, for Jesus
is ours. The Lord gives us more love
for each other, because we can each
see in the other the property of Him
who loved us and washed us from our
sins in his own bloed, and hath made
vs unto our God, Kings, and Priests.
To Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever.—Amen.
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‘What marks the great character of
new life in the souls of God’s children
is, commugion with God.

The Spirit of God dwells in believ-
ers, giving them power of ecommunion
with the Son of God.

The first step of decay in any indi-
vidual Christian is, leaving his com-
munion with the source of strength,

The gifis of God are only blessings
as they lead to him who is the source
of blessing ; and the way in which
Batan uses God's gifts for his own evil
pusposes, is to get us to enjoy the gift
apart from him who gives it

The blessings we receive are no
blessings, unless we can get above the
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blessings 10 the hand that gives them;
the secret power of valuing them is in
communion with Jesus.

We should ask our hearts to sse is
there any one hard thought that we
have against a brother; for in that
communien is checked.

Any attempt to bring in anything
between the saint and God, as stand-
ing between him and God to hinder
communion, is Satan’s active device;
and this from the beginning has been
hig effort.

Every child of God has the Spirit,
and has only to waich that it be not
hindered by the flesh.

The eonstant tendency of our hearts
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is to grow weary of watching ;<and -
then the flesh comes in. o

What is done in the flesh is not for
God’s glory ; it may be overruled by
him for his glory ; but so far as we are
concerned it goes for nothing.

Christian obedience-is obedience to
the mind of Christ in communion with
God.

Obedience in thefleshis disobedience
to God.

Simple obedience is effected by
God’s putting us where we know
nothing, but giving us to act in the
Spirit which knows every thing, “dfjt-.
this will always be right. ST,

Disobedience to anything “ekm\%
\|- -

N4

.
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is, as it were, shutling the windows
to keep out light from our souls ; but
obedience to what we Jmow, is, as it
were, opening the windows to let in
more light.

There are a thousand things in the
life of a Christian that he will get no
direct rule for in the Bible, because the
New Testament is a book of prineiples
and not a book of laws.

Real humiliation is exhibited, not
in the greatness of what we do, butin
the principle of obedience.

Faithflness to ourselves is faith-
fulness to others.

A Christian is bought with a price,
and has nothing to do bur to glorify
God.
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There are two ways in which Satan
acts ; by power in the world, and by
deceit in the Church.

A Christian has flesh as well as
spirit; and getting advantages in the
world is the Devil's gift; and a gift
blinds the eyes of the wise.

One of Satan’s devices i3 to bring
us to something that God would give
us, but not in God's way ; and that is
the principle of apostasy.

Satan tempts the saints to seek to
be like Lot, when they ought to be like
Abraham ; to seek to be earthly-
minded instead of heavenly-minded
characters.

A man says, What harm is theve in
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the well-walered plains of Jordan ?
Ave they not the gift of Providence ?
I answer; The Devil has planted
Sodom in the midst of them.

Is God an adequate portion for his
people P If hois, it turns every thing
into blessing.

If all the powers of hell rose up
agoinst us, we must be blessed while
following Jesus.

If we were always abiding in Chuist,
because of having his truth always at
hand, our lives would be one succession
of victories in going through the de-
minions of Satan.

- We want to have the truth trans-
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planted from the letter of the word to
our own souls.

God gives us truth, not to play with
it, but to be food for our souls in going
through this barren wilderness.

If we have grace to wallk in what
we have, and not assume more, we
shall get more ; the exhibition of what
we have, and the confession of weak-
ness in what we have not, is what God
will bless, and what he is honoured in.

The foolish virgins were separated
from the wise, not by the Laord, but
by their want of oil: they could not
go on, because they had not that which
was called for.

The tendency of the flesh is to
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apostatize ; and they who, being unre-
newed, profess truth, but have it not,
must apostatize from it.

If love waxes cold, one can do no-
thing bnt slip into the world,

When love io our brethren fails, it
proves the want of the Spirit of God.

When we think we are dealing
with psople, God is dealing with us,
and proving what is in us, whether love
is in us.

The hardest blow that God ever
gave was love. Tf1 go androba per-
son, and he will do a kindness to me,
it wili break me to pieces.

Nothing that was done to Jesus
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brought out anything but love. He
loved ontil they put him to death: if
loved failed, he would have failed, for
“ God is love.,” Infinite love goes on
until it draws out infinite hatred, and
then comes righteousness, and the evil
is removed.

A Christian man should rather suf-
fer two millions of evils than resist one.

The way to glorify God befors
others, is to exhibit trath in such a
formn as that they may be drawn out
by its attraction.

Doing things in aflectation is the
worst form of pride.

T cannot be quickened, if taught
rightlv, without being at peace; for
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if I am quickened, I am forgiven all
irespasses.

Redemption gives nothing but joy ;
but the principles of regeneration al-
ways lead into suffering.

The principles of regeneration make
us ery out for forgiveness, but the
knowledge of redemption makes us
rejoice that we are forgiven,

Christ’s sheep eannot be plucked
out of his hand ; but they can be scat-
tered, though their spirits will be saved
in the day of the Lord.

We are called to the fellowship of
Clrist’s sufferings, by mourning over
the degradation now put on the name
of Jesus,
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“(JUT OF WEAENESS WERE MADE
sTRONG. —Heb. xi. 34,

“ I will draw unlo thee, to the
river Kishon, Sisera the Caplain of
Jubin's army, with kis chariots, and
his multitude ; and I will deliver
Lim into thine hand."—Judgesiv. 7.

The Lord’s plan to deliver his peo-
ple is to draw out wickedness against
them in all its force: this is exceed-
ingly alarming in itself, but it is God’s
way of delivering, becanse the effect
is to break down the flesh, to show
that we have no strength at all; and
this is our victory, for then the question
is between God and Satan, not be-
tween us and Satan.

In Egypt the Lord delivered the
Israelites, by bringing all Pharaoh’s
host against them ; they saw that they
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had no strength themselves, and they
cried unto the Lord, and they were
comforted with the promise— The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace.”—Ex, xiv. 10—14,

In the time of Jehoshaphat, the
children of Isrnel were like tiwo Hitle
flocks of kids, but the Syrians filled
the country ; but the Lovd promised,
“1 will deliver ihis great muliitede
into thine hand, and ye shall know that
I am the Lord,”—1 Kings xx. 27, 28.

The Jews had a country on earth,
and he that killed them would remove
them from earth—but the saints are
strangers on earth, having their country
in beaven; therefore they need not
the same kind of deliverance the Jews
did, and should not look for it.
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The prince of the power of the air,
the rulers of the darkness of this world
and spiritual wickedness in heavenly
places, are the enemies of the saint,
wying to hinder heavenly-mindedness
and 10 keep from comumnunion with
Jesus,

Tf the weakest saint is only lean-
ing on Jesus, he is stronger than all
the powers of Satan, because Jesus is
stronger.

May he who works in his people
to will and to do of his good pleasure
work out his own truth, each day, in
our souls, delivering us from that great
work of Satan, a form of godliness
without powern
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THE CHILD.

QuigT, Lord, my froward heart,
Make me teachable and mild;
Upright, simple, free irom art,
Make me as a weaned child;
From distrust and envy free,
Pleas'd with all that pleases thee,

What thou shalt to day provide,
Let me as a child receive ;
What to morrow may betide,
Calmly to thy wisdomn leave ;
"Tis enough that thouw wilt eare :
Why shounld I the burden bear?

As a litile child relies
On a care beyond his own
Knows he’s neither sirong nor wise ;
Fears to stir a step alone ¢
Let me thus we thee abide,
As my Father, Guard and Guide.



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 8.

Eztracts from the Letters of Samue!
Rutherford, written about Two
Hundred Years ago :—

CHRIST's cross is the sweeteat burden
that ever I bare: it is such a burden
as wings ave to a bird, or seils to a
ship, to carry me forward to my har-
bour.

Hold fast Christ, but take his cross
aud lnmself cheerfully ; Christ and his
eross are not separvable, i this life,
however they part at heaven's door,
for there is no room for crosses in
heaven ; crosses are but the marks of
our Lord Jesus, down in this stormy
couniry, on this side death; sorrow
and the saints ure not married toge-
¢ & 8.
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ther; or suppose it were o lieaven will
make a divoree.

To be crcified to the world is net
5o highly accounted of by us as it
shonld be: how heavenly a thing is
it to be deaf and dead to this world’s
sweetest mosic.—T know it is little this
world ean take from me, and as little
it can give me,

I exhort you in the Lord to go on
in your journey to heaven, and to be
content with such fare by the way, as
Christ and his followers have had be-
fore yon : the Lord hath not changed
the way to us, for our ease, but will
have us follow our blessed Guide.

Make others to see Christ in you,
moving, dving, speaking, and think-
ing ; vour actions will speak of him, if
hie be in you.

There is an instinct in the new-
born babes of Christ, like the instinet
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of nature that leads birds to build
their nest, and bring up their young,
and love such and such places as
woods, forests, and wildernesses, bet-
ter than other places: the instinct of
nature makes a man love his mother
eountry above all other countries ; the
instinct of renewed nature and super-
natural grace, will lead you to such
and such works, as to love your eoun-
try above—to sigh to be clothed with
your house not made with hands—and
to look upon your lodging here below
with a pilgrim’s eye, which casteth a
disdainiizl lockupon this passing scene;
his heart crying with his eye— Fy,
fy, this is not like my couniry.”
When Christ giveth me power to
look upwards, it is one of my greatest
wonders that earth and clay have such
charms for souls not made of elay, and
that we should make such an idol of
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this earth, as that it should wrong
Christ of his love.

Go where you will, your soul will
find no rest but in Christ’s bosom :
enquire for him, come to him, and
rest you on Christ the Son of God ; I
sought him, and I found in him all T
can wish or want,

Let not the world be vour portion ;
what have you to do with dead clay ?
You ave a child of God, therefore set
your heart on the inheritance.

What a difference, saints, when
they have sap at their roots, find be-
tween themselves and withered pro-
fessors; erossos and storms cause them
to cast their blossoms and leaves: poor
worldings ! what will you do when
your short day’s laughier is ended ?

1 find it would be no art, as I see
now, to make hypocrisy seem a goodly
web, and to go throngh the markel
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as a saint among men, and yet steal
quietly to hell without observation ;
s0 easy is it to deceive men. Men see
but as men, and they call ten twenty,
and twenty an hundred, but to be ap-
proved of God is not ordinary mercy.
Lose not sight of Christ in this
cloudy and dark day ; learn not from
the world to serve Christ, but ask
himsell the way ; the world is a false
cepy and a deceitful guide to follow.
All come not home at night who
suppose they have set their faces
heaven-ward : it is a woelul thing to
die, and miss heaven ; how many a
mere professor’s candle is blown out
and never lighted again. I see ovdi-
nary profession, and to be ranked
among the children of God, and to
have a name among men, is now
thought enough to carry professors to
heaven ; but certainly a name is but
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a name, and will never endure the
blast of God’s storm.

"~ Many, now, take Christ by guess,
therefore, I say, be sure youtake Christ
himself; his sweet working in the soul
will not lie, it will soon tell whether it
be Christ indeed whom you have met
with; and T think your love to the
sainta speaketh that is he,

The day of the Lord is at hand,
and all men shall appear as they are :
there shall be no horrowed colours in
that day ; men borrow the lustre of
christinnity, but how many counter-
feit masks will be burned in the day
of God.

How many do I see who sow only
to the {lesh, alas! what a crop will
that be.

I find this world, when I have lock-
ed upon it a2 both sides, is but a fool's
idol ; Lord, let it not be the nest that
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nty soul buildeth in ; this world, in its
gain and glory, is but the great and
notable deceiver that all the sons of
men have been beguiled with these
five thousand years,

Build your nest upon no tree here ;
for you see God hath sold the {orest
to Death ; and every tree upon which
we would rest is ready to be cut down,
to the end we may flee and mount up
and build upon the roek.

You are from honte while heve ; you
are not of this world ; there is some-
thing in store for you, which is worth
the havmg ; all that is of this WDlld is
condewmned to die.

A forfeiture of the saint’s part of
worldly happiness is not such a real
uvil as our blinded eyes conceive.

I thank God, becanse he has taught
me in wy wilderness, not to divide
Christ, nor intermix him with creature



120

vanities, nor spin his sweet love in
one thread with the woild and the
thiugs thereof.

It is viclenee to corrupt nature for
a man to be holy—to lie down under
Christ’s feet, to quit will-pleasure,
worldly love, carthly hope, and a
hankering of heart after this over-
gilded world, and to be content that
Christ trample npon all,

This body of sin and eorruption
embitiers and poisons all our enjoy-
ments. O, that [ were where I shall
sin uo more ! who of the children of
God have not cause to say, that they
are weary of this vain life, and long,
like a sick man, to go to bed and en-
joy rest: glad may their souls be that
are safe over the water, Christ having
paid their passage. [ know no obli-
gation the sainis have to this world,
seeing we farc but upon the smoke of
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it: all our part of the table is scarce
worth a dvemk of water; O, then let
us pull up the stakes of our tent, and
be moving towards our true home, for
here we have no continuing city !

Ouly let us not grow weary ; the
miles to that land are fewer and shorter
than when we fivst believed !

Those who by faith see the invisible
God, and the fair city, make no ac-
count of present losses and crosses.

I wish om thooghts were, more
frequently than they are, upon our
couniry ; heaven casteth a sweet per-
feme afar off, to those who have spi-
rilual senses,

How loath are we to forego our
weights and burdens, that hinder us
to run. our race with patience. Itis
1o easy task to displease and offend
nature, that we may please God. It
is hard to win one foot or half-an-inch



122

out of our own will, or our own ease,
and worldly lusts, and so to deny our-
selves, and say,—Itisnot I, but Christ
—atot I, but grace—not I, but Ged's
glory—not I, but God’s love constrain-
ing me—mnot I, but God's word-—not
I, but Christ’s commanding power.

To be without complaints of weak-
ness, is for heaven, and angels who
never sinned, not for Christianity in
Chuist’s camp on earth,

Go on in the strength of the Lord,
and put Christ’s love to the trial, and
put upon it burdens, and then it will
appear love indeed; we employ not
his love, and therefere we know it not.

Truly it is a glorious Jife io follow
the Lamb ; but when you see him in
his own country at home, you will
think you never saw him befove.

More T can neither wish, nor pray,
nor desire for you, than Christ, singled
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and chosen out from all created good
things, even though wearing a crown
of thorns. I am sure the saints are at
hest but strangers to the weight and
worth of the incomparable excellence
of Christ. We know not hall of what
we love, when we love Christ.

I would not have believed that there
s so much in Christ as there is. It
is little to see him in a book; men
talk of Christ by the book and tongue,
and no more: but to draw nigh te
Christ is another thing.

Whatever creature you find to have
no savour of Christ,let it have no more
refish for you, than the white of an egg.

That Christ and a sinner should be
one, and share heaven betwegen them,
is the wonder of salvation ; what move
could love do ?

Let hell and the powers of hell be
let loose against me to do their worst;
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I care not, so that Christ, and his
Father, and my Father, be magnified
in my suffering.

1 find that when the saints are under
trials and well humbied, little sing
raise great cries in the conscience : aud
in prosperity, conscience is a pope that
gives dispensations, and great latitude
to our hearts,

Sinning against light will put out
your candle, and stupify your cou-
science, and bring upon it more co-
vering, and less feeling and sense of
guiltiness ; and when that is done,
the Devil is like a mad horse that
hath broken the bridle, and runnsth
away with his rider whither he listeth,

I find this wse of suffering, tha
Christ’s winnowing separateth the chaff
and corn of the saints, and discover-
eth our dross from his gold, so that
eorruption and grace are so discerned,
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that Christ saith in the furnace,—
* This is mine, and this is yours.”
QOor faiv morning is at hand ; the
day-star is near the rising, and we are
not many miles from home; what mat-
ter of ill entertainment in the smoky
inns of this miserable life ? we are not
to stay here, and we shall be dearly
welcowne to Him whom we go to.

MOSES A TYPE O CHRIST.

“ oy Moses truly seid unto ihe fathers,—
4 Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto You of your brethren, LIRE UNTO ME;
him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he
shall suy unto you ; und it shall came fo pass
that every soulywhich will not hear thet Pro-
phet, shall be destroyed from among the peo-
ple—Acts iil. 22, 23,

When Moses came as Israel’s friend,

His brethren cast him out:

When Jesas came unto his own,

His own received him not,

Acts vii, 23—28; John i 1,
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% Who made thee ruler and a Judge #"
To Moses was their word :

“ We wil] not have this man to rule,”
They said to Christ our Lord,

Acts vil, 27 ; Luke xix. 14,

Rejected Moses went away,
Thus treated with disgrace :

So Christ the Lord has likewise gone,
And left the Jawish race.

Acts vil, 29; Matt, xxiii. 36.

But Moses then took care of sheep,
Within a stranger’s land ;

8o now poor Gentile wand'ring sheep,
Arte kept in Jesu's hand.

Ex.if. 1; Jobn x, 27, 26,

As Moses married far away,
Cast off by Israel’s pride;

So Jesus sought poor Gentiles out,
And took them for his bride.

Ex. i, 21; Eph, ii, 10—13; v. 23,
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Fo Moses Midian's land was strange,
The land thought him so too;
%0 is this world to Jesus now;
Al! is it so fo you?
Ex. ii, 22; John xviii. 36

When Moses and his wife were cne,
She was a stranger then:

So oneness with our living Head,
Now separates from men.

Ex, xviil. 2--6; 1 Pet, in 1).

But all this time pocr Israel lay
Beneath the tyrant’s frown ;

S0 still Jerusalem lies waste,
And still is trodden down.

Tx. il, 23; Lulke xxi, 24.

At length their cry came up to God,
He saw tbem sigh and weep
And so again when Isracl cries,
The Lord will wake from sleep.
Ex, ii. 28—25; Psa. Ixxviii, 65.
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This Moses, whom they once refus'd,
Was sent in their distress;

80 Jesus, whom they crucified,
Again will come Lo bless.

Acts vii, 35 ; Zech. xii, 10; xiv. 3,

The Lord will como, with all his saints;
O may T of them be:

Yes, Lord, I know thy precious blood
Has ransom’d even me,

Zech, xiv. 5; Heb. x. 14,



PRECIOUS TRUTH.
Nog. 9,

THE PASSOVER—Exod. xii.

“ Christ our Passover is sacrificed
for ws."—1 Cor. v, 7.

Waex the children of lsrael, who
were the people of God, were taken
out from among the Egyptians, who
were the people of Satan; the Lord
brought the Israelites into great bles-
sing, but overthrew the Egyptians
with great destruction; and so it is
now : the Lord is gathering out be-
lievers in Jesus, as his own people,
from the men of the world, who are
Satan’s people; to bring believers
into everlasting blessing, but to de-
stroy unbelievers with everlasting ruin
(2 Thes, i. 6—10.) -

But before the day of the judg-
ment of Fgypt eame, the Lord,
¢ & s
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in his love, first provided o way
of escape for his own people Israel:
and so now, before the day of the
judgment of the world comes, the
Lord has provided an infinitely greater
way of deliverance from the mﬁmtely
greater destruction that is so near at
hand.

The Lorc givecied Lsreel as the we,
of their defiverniee, (61ake @ fub—
w Aemd without blemish—to kill the
tamb, and to sirike the dloed on the
two side-posts, and on the upper door-
post of their houses (Ex. xii, 1—7 ;)
and for our deliverance now, the Lord,
in his great }ove, has given * his 0111‘,
begotten Son” (Iohn it 16,) « the
Lamb of God” (John i. 29,) “asa
Lamb without blemish and withou
spot” (1 Pet.i. 19,) to be brounght
“ag a Lamb 1o the slanghfer” (Is.
1. 7,) that we might have * redemp-
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lion through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins” (Kph. & 7.)

The lamb of the Israelites was
calted “the Lord's passover” (Ex,
xii. 11,} becanse, at the time of judg-
ment, when the Lord smote with
death all the first-born in the land
of Egypt, he then passed over the
houses of his own people, that not
one of them died (Ex. xii. 13;} and
so Christ is now called our Passover,
who has been sacrificed for us (1 Cor.
v. 7,) because ° he that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life”......and
shall not ceme into condemnation,
but * is passed {rom death unto life
{John iiil. 36; v. 24.)

The Lord did not spare the Istael-
ites because of their goodness, for
they were vos good ; nor did he cut
them off because of their sin, though
they were sinners: he looked not for
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thelr goodness—he looked not a
their sin—but he looked at the blood
of the Lamb that was slein, and theve-
fore he spared them; he said « When
I see the Broon, I will pass over
yor” (Exixii. 13;) thanks be unte
God, so it is now; for * God cow-
mendeth his love toward us, in thal
while we were yel sinners, Christ died
for us. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him; for
if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his
8Bon, much more being reconciled, we
shall be saved by his life” {Rom. v.
8-—10.)

Before the time of judgment came,
the Israelites weve directed by the
Lord to eat the flesh of the Lamb that
was slain ; and so says Jesus, ow
blessed Lamb-~“ Except ye eat fhe
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fesk of the Son of mau, and drink
his blood, ye have no life in you.
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh
my blood, hath eternal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day. For
my flesh is meat indeed, and my
bleod is drink indeed” {John -vi.
83—568.) The Lord here teaches
us the blessedness of spiritual com-
wunion between himself and our
souls, the living fellowship with the
Lord Jesus Christ, as shown to be
oms, through the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, who takes the things of
Chrigt, and shows them unto us
{(John xvi, 14,) This is more then
mere knowledge; this is to be * taughs
of God™ (John vi. 45.) This is to
fase thai the Lovd is gracions {1 Pet.
#.3.) This is to know ° the things
that are freely given to us of God”
(1 Covr. ii. 2. This is to be as the
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wise virgins, with ¢il in our vessels
(Matt. xxv. 4 ;) this is to have Christ
in us {2 Cor, xiii. 83} in a word, this
is to be alive from the dead {Eph. ii.
8.) Dear veader, rest in no religions
knowledge short of knowing Christ
as your own Saviour; beware of a
form of godliness without power
{2 Tim. iii. & ;) any learning short of
laying hold on Christ in our souls,
will be but “ ever learning and never
able to eome to the knowledge of
the truth” (2 Tim. iii. 7;) it will be
but having a name te live while
dead (Rev. iti. 1.} When death
comes, this will never take away the
sting ; when Christ comes, it will
never give confidence ; but the know-
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as ours
gives us to knew that our sing ar
forgiven for his name's sake (} Joln
it, 12:) we thus learn more of the
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evil of our hearis, but yet are not in
despair, because of the knowledge of
what Jesus is for poor vile sinners
such as we are. The Lord directed
thot no séranger, ot foreigner, or
hived servant should eat the passover
(Ex. xii, 43—45;) and Christ tells
us that the sheep know not the voice
of strangers (John x. &;) and the
children of God well know that all the
time they weve living as strangers
from the covenants of promise, they
naver had their poor souls fed on the
bread of life; but yet the poor stran-
ger was not cast off, for the Lord
gractously allowed the stranger, when
he was ctrcwneised, to eat the pass-
over, and that then he should be as
one bornn in the land; and so itis
with us, in the Lord’s mercy ; we, who
were out-cast, are np more strangers
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and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household
of God (Eph. ii. 19 ;) * for we ave the
etrcumaoision, which worship God in
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh”
(Ph.iii. 3 ;) may it be so with us in-
deed,

When the Israelites ate the flesh
of the lamb, the Lord directed that
they “should eat with it unleavened
bread; no part of their direetions
was more dwelt on than - this; the
Lord repeats it ten times; leaven was
not to be found in their houses ; who-
ever eat leavened bread was to be. cut
off from the eongregation : they were
net only to eat unleavened bread, the
night the lamb was slain, but for se-
ven days, and to kept it ont of . their
houses ail that time (Ex. xii. 8, 15 (¢
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20.)- The Spirit of God, in the New
Testament, gives us similar direction
now: “ Know ye not that a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
Purge cut thersfore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump, as yeare
unleavened. For even Christ our
passovey is sacrificed for us; therefore
let us keep the feast, not with old
leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth” (1 Cor, v. 6 to 8.) Leaven re-
presents malice and wickedness ; un-
leavened bread represents sincerity.
and truth, In this we learn what is
very blesyed, that he on whom we feed*

*The unleavened bread refers to the sin-
cerity and truth in Christ, and not in the
Isrnelites. The ordinances that typified
Christ were offered with unlsavened bread,
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“#is hely, harmless, undefiled; and se-
parate from sinners” (Heb. vii. 26 ;)
therefore, in owr communion with
him, we should keep ourselves un-
spotted from the world (Jam. i. 27 ;)
“ for what fellowship hath righteous--
ness with uarighteousness ? and what
comminnion hath light with darkness T
and what concord hath Christ with Be-
lial ? or whatpart hath he thatbelieveth

te show his perfect charaeter; but the ordi-
nances that represented the people of God
were offered with leaven, to show the taint
of malice and wickedress that belongs to
them, while it is put away by the sacrifice ot
Christ. The blood always refers to Christ,
and therefore never could be offered with
leaven (See Fx. xxiii. 18 xxziv. 25;) but
the feast of first flults should be offered
with leaven (See Lev. xxiii. 17,) becaunse
this feast was a type, not of Christ, but
of the Church (See Jam, i 18 — Rev,
xiv. 4.
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with an infidel {or an umbeliever ?)
and what agreement hath the. temple
of God with idols ? for ye aye the
temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them and
walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the-
Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing ; and I will receive you, and wil)
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty” (2 Cor. vi. 14 to 18.)

The Lord also directed the Tsrael-
ites, when eating the flesh of the
lamb, to eat it with bitter herbs.
The bitter herbs represent the suffer-
ing of Christ, and the eating them
ropresents the believer's fellowship
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with Christ’s suffering (Ph, iii. 10:)
“Unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his seke” (Ph.
i.29:) we are * joint heirs with Christ,
if- so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified toge-
ther” (Rom. viii, 17.) . O that this
may be more than mere knowledge
with us ! '

."The Israelites were directed lo eat
the flesh of the lamb with their loing
girded, their shoes on their {eet, and
their staff in their hands, (Ex.xii.11,}
thus shewing that Bgypt was not their
home, but that they were ready at the
Lord’s call, to leave it, and set out for
the place of their rest, in the land fow-
ing with milk and honey ; and so says
Christ now, <« Let your foins be girded
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about, and your lights burning, and

¢ yourselves like unto men that wait
for their Lord,” {Luke xii. 35, 38.)
The world is not our home. Chuist
has gone to prepare a place for us—
{John xiv, 2.} There vemaineth a rest
for the people of God,” (Heb. iv. 9 ;)
“ for here have we no continuing city,
butwe seek oneto come” (Heb xil. 13},

When the Israelites had the blood
of the lamb on their door posts, and
had fed on the lamb, with the un-
leavened bread and the bitter herbs;
then, suddenly, at midnight, while the
Egyptians ‘were ‘sleeping in unbeliev-
ing seourity, the Lord smote all the
first-born In the land of Egypt,
from the first-born of Pharaoh that
sat on his throne unto the first-
born- of the captive that was in
the dungeon ; and all -the first-born
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of cattle (Ex. xii. 29.) And so,
when all the redeemed of the Lord
shall be gathered out to stand in the
security of the blood of sprinkling,
then “‘the day of the Lord so com-
eth as e thief in the night; for when
they shall say, Peace and safety,
then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with
child, and they shall not .escape.”
(1 Thes, v. 2, 3.)

But the night which was full.of
sorrow to the Egyptians was full of
joy to the Israelites; the night in
which this world’s glory was about to
be taken from the Egyptians, the
glory of God was about to be mani-
fested to the Israelites; and so it will
be in the day of the Lord’s coming;
the joy of the world will be turned
into sorrow { Luke vi, 25,) the sorrow
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of the saints will be turned into joy
(Lukevi.21, John xvi,22.) Theglory
of the world shall pass away, (1.Johnii,
17;) the glory of the saints will:com-
menee, (2 Thes. i. 10:) “weepingmay
now endure for a night, but joy will
thencomein the morning” { Ps.xxx.5.)
1 reckon -then. that the sufferings of
this present -time -ate. not werthy to
be compared with the glory that shall
be revealed in-us” {Rom. viii. 18.}

As the Israelites spent their night
up awake, feeding: on .their lamb.
in believing seeurity, and waiting for
deliverahce (Ex. xii. 8 ;) so should we
be found, inthis dreary and dark night
securely feeding  on Christ,: as owr
precious lamb, and waiting for the
coming of our Lord, more than they
that watch for the morning {Psalm
cxxx. 6}; the morning without clouds;

"
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as the tender grass springeth out of
the earth by clear shining after rain
{2 Sam, xxiil. 4). -

The Lord divected that in the land
of Canaan the remembrance .of this
great deliverance should be ever kept
uF (Ex. %iil, 5}, and so will the seng
of the redeemed, in their white rohes,
and with their palms in their hands, be
‘¢ Salvation to our- God which sitteth
upon the throire, and unto-the Lanz
(Rav. vii. 10; v. 9.)

Unto him that loved us, and wash-
ed us from: our sins in his own blood,
and hath made ns kings and priests
unto God and his Father; to him be
glory -and dominion for ever and ever.
~=Awmen, (Rev. 1. 5, 6.)



PRECIOUS TRUTH.
No. 10.

THE MANNA.—Exod. xvi,
“ I am that bread of life. Your Fa-
thers did eat manna in the wilder-
ness, and are dead” (Jo.vi.48,49.)

Praces of difficulty prove man’s
weakness and want ; but they are made
great blessings, when the Lord comes
into them to supply all that is wanting
in the riches of his great love.

When the Israelites came into the
wilderness, they found themselves
without food : thus they learned their
own poverty, and the world's empti-
ness : but this was the time they saw the
abundance of the Lord’s viches, in a
way they never saw before; while they
were eafing leeks and onions in Egypt,
or uniil they came into the wilderness,
they never knew what it was 1o have
Co& S,
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the Lord raining bread from heaven,
so that “ man did eat angels’ food; he
seut them meat to the full” (Ex. xvi.
14, 35—DPs. Ixxviil. 25;) so now there
is great blessing in learning, that the
world is a wilderness, that our poov
souls are hungry, and that the world
cannot feed them @ then we are in the
very place to get bread from heaven;
¢ Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily,
1 say unto you, Moses gave you not
that bread from heaven, but my
Fatber giveth you the true bread from
heaven. For the bread of God is e
whieh cometh down from heaven, and
giveth life wnto the world...T am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me
shall never hunger; and he that be-
Heveth on me shall never thivst (Joln
vi, 32 to 35.)

The Israclites had no labour by
which ey could make wannz ; man
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had nothing to do with it} it came as
independent of man as the rain or dew
from heaven; the Lord said, I will vain
bread from heaven for you” (Ex. xvi.
4;) man has as little now to do with
procutring, by his own labour, food for
his soul 1 it is the free gift of God;
“ My Father giveth you the true
bread from heaven :” man cannot make
me receive Christ into my soul ; nor
cau he hinder me ; < it is God which
worketh in you, beth to will and to
do of his good pleasure™ (Ph. ii. 13.}

Man’s foolish heart cannot learn any
of God’s rich Dlessings, by ils own
wisdom, tHl the same gracious hand
which gives the gift teaches its value
(00 : “ the nataral man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are foolishness unto him ; neither
can he know ilem, because they are
spiritually discerned” {1 Cor. . 14 ;)
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when the Lord gave the manna, they
knew not what it was until Moses in-
structed them from the Lord ; “ when
they saw it, they said one to another,
it is manna : for they wist not what it
was. And Moses said unto them,
This is the bread which the Lord hath
given you to eat” { Ex. xvi. 15;) soit
is with the Lord Jesus: “ He was
in the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not”
(John i. 10.) The Jews then mur-
mured at him, because he said, I am
the bread which came down from
heaven, And they said, Is not this
Jesus, whose father and mother we
know P how is it then, that he saith,
T came down from heaven ? Jesus
therefore answered, and said unto
them, Murmur not among yourseives.
Ne man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw him:
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and I will raise him up at the last
day. Itiswritten in the Prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father, com-
eth unto me” (John vi. 41 to 44.) If
your soul knows not Christ as the
true bread, you know not how much
you have to learn ; if you have found
him to be indeed the Christ, then yon
are taught of God (Read Matt. xvi.
16,17 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3; 1 Johnv. 1.)
This is a great thing to realize, that
we know a truth flesh and blood
could never reveal, and through the
knowledge of which, our souls are
cternally blessed ; for we are * con-
fident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good wock in
you, will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ” (Ph. i. 6.) * Naw we
have received not the spirit of the
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world, but the spint which is of God
that we may know the things that are
freely given tous of God”?(1Cor.ii. 12.)

The Israelites did not deserve the
manna ; they deserved to be starved,
for they murmured against Moses and
Aaron, and said unto them, ¢« Would
to God we had died by the hand of
the Lord in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the flesh-pots, and
when we did eat bread to. the full !
for ye have brought us forth into
this wilderness, to Lkill this whole
assembly with hunger” (Ex. xvi
2, 3:) thus when the Israelites were
provoking God’s righteous judg-
ment, instead of vatning five and
brimstone, he rained bread from
heaven. And what cry has gone up
from us to God, that brought down
his only-begotten Bon ! Was it a
eall of Yove ? O no! “ Herein is
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love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sing™ (1 John
iv. §0.) “ God commendsth his leve
toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us”
{Rom. v. 8); the gilt was the {ree
love of God : we had no part in pro-
curing the Saviour, nor i his wen-
derful work., Grace, free grace, is in
all the Lord's dealings toward us;”
not of works, lest any man shonid
boast” (Lph. ii. 8, 9.)

Wherever in the wilderness the
childven of Isrsel journeyed, the
manna was found ; it lay round
about the host; they could gather
aud eat, in the immediate place of
their pilgrimage ; and is not this our
blessing * Yes; for © the righteous-
ness which is of faith,- speaketh on
ihis wise, Say not in thine heart,
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Who shall ascend into heaven ? {that
is, to bring Chuist down from above)
or, Who shall descend into the
deep ? (that is, to bring up Christ
agum from the dead:) but what saith
it ? ¢ The word is nigh thee, even in
thy moulh and in thy heart” (Rom.
x. 6—8.) Little could those who lived
in Egypt, know what a rich place
for food the wilderness was to the
children of Geod; the Lord rained
no manna upon Egypt; and little
do the people of the world, who love
the * lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life"—know
what a rich substitute the Lord Jesus
Christ is for themn all; he who has
tasted that the Lord is gracious
knows it : but O how little does he
he know compared with what he
shall sce and have in the fanr land



153

of promise flowing with milk and
honey.

The manna was the daily»food of
the Isrmelites ; the Lord directed
them to gather a certain rate ewery
day; and they gathered it every
morning ; and so, now, the Loxd
Jesus Christ is our daily food ; com-
munion with Chyist is the daily
exercise of the soul that is journey-
ing as a stranger and pilgrim to
the incorruptible inheritance. He
who neglects this privilege suffers
much loss of comfort, and is weak
for his dreary journey, for our Lord
says, * If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross deily and follow me”
{Luke ix. 23}). If we do not feed on
our manna, the burden of the eross
will be greater than we can bear;
and the narrew way in which the
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Lamb is followed, will be shaiter
than we can endure. Difficulties are
great, but the Lord gives strength
to meet them; “ As thy days, so
shall thy strength be,”

They gathered manna, every man
according to his eating ; not all the
same quantity, but ¢ some more some
less. “And when they did mete it
with an omer, he that gathered much
had nothing over, and he that ga-
thered little had no lack ; they ga-
thered every man according to his
eating” (Ex. xvi. 17, 18;)} and se
among Christians there are different
capacities for receiving the things
of Chrisc: there arve fathers, young
men, and littls childven (1 John i,
13) ; there are those who have need
of milk and not of strong meat ; and
these who by means of use have
their conseiences oxercised to dis-
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cein both good and evil; w them
strong meat belongeth (Heb, v,
12—14) ; but in Christ is found milk
for the weakest, and in Him strong
meat for the most advanced ; all
that i3 learned about him is food for
the soul, - He that knows least sees
fulness enough in him, for his soul’s
ouly food; he that knows most of
him, finds that his spul can feed on
all that he has learned—
The cross of Jesus Christ, my Lord,
Is food and medicine, skield and sword
The Israelites, for the six days of
the weck, werenot permitted to ga-
ther manna on one day, to eat on
another ; but they swere to gather
every day;and to eat every day;
“ Moses said, let no man leave of it
tillthemorning.” The Lord gave them
manna fresh [rom heaven every day,
and, therefore, they should thank-
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fully gather, and feed on it: heaven
was their store-house, and the Lord
was their dispenser : it was their bles-
sing to have no store-house of their
own, but to receive day by day,
their daily bread ; so it is with the
Lord's wildemess {amily mow ; He
is not wearied in communicating
daity strength to his poor weak
children ; and he charges them not
to neglect receiving, at his hands,
what he is so ready 1o give. Christ
is the daily food of every believer;
but he is s0, not as treasured up in
our heads, or in the heads of others,
but as made precious in the soul,
by tha power of the Spirit of God,
keeping up the communication
between us and heaven; there
our treasure is—irom thence our
strength comes—our comfort—ounr
blessing—day by day.
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Bat, alas! proud rebellious chil-
dren suppose they can take eare of
themselves, and be the safe keepers
of their own blessing ; so the Israel-
ites hearkened mnot unto Moses ; but
some of them left of the manna until
the morning, and it bred worms
and stank ; and now, if we suppose
that any knowledge, or experience
of Christ, should remove the feel-
ing of daily dependence on the Loxd,
for venewed strength in Himself,
we shall, t0 our sorrow find, that
knowledge will puff up, and breed
pride and vanity and odious worms to
gnaw the very vilals of our souls.
Christ, the Liord from heaven, is our
daity food, in daily commumnion
through the Spirit ; this will bave no
worm 1 it, but be meat indeed.

The daily gathering of manna
only lasted the six days ; when the
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sabbath of rest came, then they who
had gathered on the day before,
might feed in peace, on what was
already provided. Bo, with us, now,
is the time of labour, not of rest;but
there remaineth a rest (or keep-
ing of a sabbath} to the people of
God {Heb. iv. 93;) and then, be-
lievers, when all their labour is over,
will enjoy Christ in their everlasting
rest: ‘° they shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more,ifor the
Lamb which is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them” (Rev.
vii, 16.) :

But Israel is made our solemn
warning—some of the people went
outon the seventh day to gather, and
they found none ; even so, the foolish
virging who waited for oil until it was
too late, found none ; for while they
went to buy, the bridegroom came;
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and they that were veady went in
with him to the mamiage, and the
door was shut. If you have not found
Christ, beware how you gquiet your
conscience in thinking a convenient
season may come. * Beck ye the
Leord while he may be found, call ye
upon him while le is near” (Is. lv.
6.) *“To day, if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts.”
Again, the Lord warns us from the
lustinig of the Israelites (1 Cor,x.6.)
They said, “ Who shall give us flesh
to eat ¥ 'We remember the fish which
we did eat in Egypt freely ; the cu-
cumebers and the rmelons, and the
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick;
but now our soul is dried away ;
there is mnothing at all, beside this
manna, before our eyes” (Num, xi.
4.) Could they have a better food
than the bread of heaven—¢ angel's
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food ?” and yet they murmured for
lecks and onions. They would have
wmanna, if they had the garlick of
Egypt with it; but God would not
let men eat them together. Happy
is he who can suffer the loss of all
things, and count them but dung,
that he may win Christ. They that
preferved fiesh got it ; but got sorrew
and death with it: and they that
seek the world, may get the world:
but it will soon be very bitter. Then,
dear reader, take heed! The Spirit
of God will never show beauty in the
world, or out of Christ,—may we
then walk in the Spirit, and we shall
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh-—there
is no security but this—the flesh will
always hanker afier the world ; but
the Holy Spirit will glovify Christ;
for he will take of his and show it
uto us.



PRECIOUS TRUTH.
No. 11.

LEVITICUS, CHAPTERS 8to 10,
“ All things must be fulfilled, which
were writfen in the law of Moses, and
w the Prophets, and in the Psalms,
congerning me,"-=Luke xxiv. 44,

Tuzs 8th, 9th, and 10th chapters of
Leviticus should be read together, as
forming one connected subject.

Aaron enters upon his office of high
priest, as the type of the Lord Jesus
Christ, our great I—Ilgh Pr1est -—-%e
Heb. v. 1 to 6.

We thien liave a hlst01y of what was
done for the eight followiig days,
which are divided into two periods;
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the first seven days forming one pe
riod, and the eighth day a second.

The first seven days were occupied
with Aaron, and the sons of Aaron;
but the eighth day is taken up with
Aaron, the sons of Aaron, and all the
eongregation.

For the first seven days the glary
of the Lord did not appear; but
the eighth day the glory of the Lord
appeared te all the people.

Yor the first seven days the sons of
Aaron were-at the door of the taher-
nacle ; but on the eighth day they
were brought into the tabernacle.

We can learn, in the Lord's merey,
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what the Holy Ghost signified by
these things, which were the shadows
of good things to come.—Heb. x. 1.

The sons of Aaren, few in number,
compared with all the congregation,
represent the little flock of the Church
of God.

The blessing of the sons of Aaron
was very peculiar ; the whole congre.
gation were left at a distance until the
eighth day; but the sons of Aaron
were brought to the door of the ta-
bernacle for the entire seven days, to
be there day and night; so now the
world is at a distance from God, and
lying in the wicked one; but believers



164

in Christ are brought -nigh through
his- blood, being reconciled to God,
through the death of his Son. God
deals: not with them as with the world,
but is gathering them out of it.’

.The sons of Aaren were not dressed
like all the congregation, but were
dressed like Aaron; even so, we are
called, 1ot to be like the world, but
to' imitate Christ. * Put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
pt"ovisiroﬁf"‘for thie flesh, to fulfil the
lusts thexéof”"—Rotn. xiii. 14.

But on the eightli day we read of
other things. Thé eighth day is the
fivst day of a dew week; it was on
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the first day of the week that the Lord
arose as the first {ruits of them that
sleep ; they that are Cluist’s will be
aised “ at his coming,"—1 Cor. xv.
2,923,

On the eighth day sacrifices were
offered for all the congregation, as
well as for Aaron. and the sons of
Aaron : in this we see how the whole
creation will be delivered when the
Lord comes, (Rowm. viii. 21,) the bles-
sing of the one offering of Christ, enee
for all, will be universally known and
enjoyed on that da_y', when the creation
““shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption, into the glorious liberty
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of the children of God,” {Rom. viij,
21;) and ““ the earth shall be fnll of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea,” (Isa. xi 9.)
On the eighth day the promise was
made—* To-day the Lord will ap-
pear unto you;” and again, ©The
glory of the Lord shall appear unto
you;” but before the glory appeared
two things were done: Ist, The sa-
crifices were all offered. 2nd, Moses
and Aaron then went into the taber
nacle. The Lord Jesus Christ has
done these two things, as we read in
Hebh. ix. 11, 12: * But Christ being
come an high priest of good things t
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come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that
is to say, not of this building; nei-
ther by the bloed of goats and calves,
but by his own blood, he entered in
once into the holy place, having ob-
tained eternal redemption for us.”
The atonement has been made; and
Christ has entered into the holy
place.

Moses and Aaron next came out of
the tabernacle; and when they did,
““ the glory of the Lord appeared unto
all the people.” We wait to see this
fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ; for
the Scripture says—“ Yot a little
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while, and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry,” (Heb. x
37,) and again the promise is given—
e shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you : whom
the heaven must receive unéil the times
of restitution of all things, which God
lath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began,”
(Acts iil. 20, 21.) The Apostle Paul
explains this type, and connects these
three acts of Christ—1st, the offering,
2nd, the going into the holy place,
and Brd, the coming out,- He marks
the two first as fulfilled, and the third
as unfulfilled, « For Christ is not en-
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tered into the holy places made with
hands, which are  the figures of the
true 5 but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us:
nor yet that he - should offer himself
often, as the bigh priest entereth into
the holy place every year with blood
of others;: for them must he often
have saffered since the foundation of
the world ; but now once in the end
of the world hatlr He appeared to put
away sin bjr the: sacrifice of himself.
And as it is appointed unto men once
to die, bug afier this the judgment : so
Cinist was once_ offered to hear the
sins of many; and unto them that
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look for him shall he appear the se-
cond time without sin unto salvation,”
(Heb. ix. 24 1o 28.)

He is entered inio the holy place.

He was once offered.

He shall appear the second time,

"This connexion is full of comfort;
for why was Christ once offered ? “ Tu
bear the sins of many.” And whatis
Christ doing in- the holy place ? - He
is appearing there “in the presence of
God for us.” All whose hearts know
this are believers ; and Christ is com-
ing “to be admired in @/ them that
believe,” (2 Thes. i. 10.)

it is the effort of Satan to make a
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believer afraid that the Lord Jesus
Christ shonld come back very speed-
ily ; becanse a believer has nothing
to fear when he ecomes; the one of-
fering has settled every thing. Itis
also the. effort of Satan to hinder a
believer from loving the appearing of
the Lord Jesus Christ, because that
will be the day of the believer’s glory;
“ When Christ, who is onr life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with
him in glory,” (Col. iii. 4.} .

If we do not believe that Jesus has
delivered us from the wrath to come,
then of course we ought to be afraid
of the wrath to come, and, therefore,
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to be afraid that the Lord should
come ; but if we believe that Jesus,
the.Christ, has died for sinners at all,
we wmay believe that he has died for
us; and it we believe that any of our
sing are pardoned, we may believe
that they are all pardoned; the os.
pel iz indeed glad tidings of great
joy; it is. very simple; but Satan
tries to .cﬁrr.upt our minds. from the
simplicity that is in Christ. May
the Lord give his children full confi-
dence in his great love.

This is of great importance, becausc
of the numbers who appear among the
children of God who really have no
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faith at all.  Of the fen virgins who
all took their lamps, and all went to
meet the Bridegroom, five were fool-
ish; and without oil; of the two men
in the field, the one shall be taken
and the other left ; of the two women
grinding at the mill, the one- shall be
tken and the other left; and of the
fonr sons of Aavon, two were ‘cut off
and two were brought-into blessing. .
But why were two of .the sons of
Aaron cut off ? - Because they left the
altar ow which the fat that was burned
sent up 2 sweet savour unto the Lord ;
and they burned their incense with
a strange fire which the Lord com-
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manded them not. They knew not
the value of the burnt offering, which
was the type of the offering of the
Lord Jesus Christ ; and therefore the
fire from the Lord devoured them.
The Lord shewed his value for the
burnt offering and the fat, when the
fire came out from the Lord, and eon-
sumed * them on the altar; but he
shewed his indignation at any other
way of approaching him, when the
fire came out from the Lord and de-
voured Nadab and Abihu, for offering
strange fire, which the Lord com-
manded them not. The same thing
was shown in the offering of Cain and
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Abet.  * Cain brought of the frait of
the ground an offering unto the Lord.
Abel also brought of the firstlings of
bis flock and of the fat thereof. And
the Lord hud respect unto Abel and
to his offering ; but unto Cain and to
his offering he had notrespect,” {Gren.
iv.} The Lord valued the offerer ac-
cording to his value for the offering;
how great then must his value be for
a poor worthless sinner, whose offer-
ing is the Lord Jesus Christ; for the
Scripture says ¢ Christ also hath loved
us, and hath given himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to God, for a
sweet smelling savour,” {Eph. v. 2.}
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The atoning work is done,
The victim’s blood'is'ghed,’
And Jesus now is gone .
His people 5 cause to plead.
He stands in heav'n their great high priest,
And bea.rs then names upon his breast.

IXe sprmk]es thh his blood
The mercy-seat above,
For jusiive had withstood
The purposes of love; . .
But justice now objects no more,
And merey yields her boundless store.

No temple made with hends

His place of service is,
In heav'n'itself he stands,

A heav'nly priesthood hisg . .. -
In him the shadows of the law,
Are all fulfill'd, and now withdrasw, -

And thongh dwhile he'bs

Hid from the eyes of men,-
His people ook to see

Their great high priest-again ;-
Tn bughtest glory he will comney,
And teke'liis waiting' people hoie,



PRECIOUS TRUTH.
No. 12.

THE THEASTS—Lrv, xxiii.

Tur Children of Isracl, as the pecu-
liar people of God, were brought from
Laypt by his outstretehed arm, to Le a
testimwony, hefore the world, of his
{aithfulness in their preservation. His
covenants had been mads with them,
and though they had been rebellions,
Le could not deny hivaself. T will take
you {said he) to mse for a people, and I
will be to you o God ; and ye shall know
that T am the Lord your God, which
Lringeth your out from undey the burdens
of the Kgyptians : end I wilt bring you
in unto the land concerning the which
T did swear to give it to Abrabam, to
Tspae, ond to Jacob ; and I will give it
to you for oo hevitage: I am the Lord.”
(Exod. vi. 7, 8) Lvery ciremnstance,
thercfore, in their history is not only
deeply interasting, as the T.ords reve-
Intion of hizs manner of denling with
Lis own people, bub most important to
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us, a5 unfolding his purposes concerning
his chareh—* for all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples [or types;]
and they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are
come” (1 Cor, x. 11.) Not only deliv-
ered from Egypt, but brought into the
wilderness, on their way to the land of
his promise, they were there a separated
people to himself, displaying, in the
manner of their subsistence daily, ne
measure of dependence vpon their own
labour, but solely upon the direct
bounty of hewven, and upon the imme-
diate guidance of God for the way
wherein they should go ; they Lad becn
delivered through the kiood of the Lomh,
and now their garments waxed not old,
nor their feet swellod—the Dbread of
henven was their daily portion, and the
water out of the reck followed them;
the pillar of cloud by day, and of fire
by night, was their guide and safe guard ;
they were not direcied by the wisdom of
man, but the lmmedinte authority of
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henven dictated the whole course of
their waiting upon God.  As they thus
atood—a pecnliar people ; so is now the
chureh of the living God brought out
from worse than Lgyptian boudage—
even the service of the evil one,—unto
the liberty of God's dear children,
separated {y the Dbloed of Jesus, no
longer of the world, without spot of
sin, becpause one with Jesus, the objects
of his unchanging love-—Jesus the true
bread, their portion—the Spirvit of life
their continual refreshment—a well of
water springing up in them unfo ever-
lasting Jife.  Thus fed and comflorted—
their privilege is to pass through the
wilderness of this world (2 wilderness
to them, because Jesus is out of it,
and becguse its cowrse is according to
the prince of the power of the alr, the
devil) umto the land of thelr ever-
lasting rest—not subject in these things
to the judgment of men, but to the
word of their Father, os a lomp to their
fect and & light to their path. The
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division of Jewish time, and the ar
rangement of thelr foasts, serve in an
ospecinl manner to foveshow the pur-
poses of God towards his people and his
Church for over, their order and perfect
numbor {seven) are detailed in the 23d
chaptey of Levitieus, a portion of
Sevipture mwuch overlooked by many
who search gencrally the other serip-
tures, though well named by a devoted
servant of the TLord, “Ths Gospel
aceording to Leviticus” displaying, as
it does insignificant and beauteous type,
the loveliness of Jesus and the blessings
to the Chureh through him. The first
of these in order and importance,
hecanse the great vesult to be perfected
by aud through them all, is the Sabbath,
the pledge and witness that there re-
maineth a rest for the people of God—
the seventh day to the Jew, beeause to
lim the witness of creation or carthly
rest; Lis portion during the millennial
age, at the close of laliour, oven of ail
the labeur sin has introduced and
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continued in the world; but to the
clrch the first day, the witness not of
creation or earthly vest at tho close of
time, but resmrectionrest in eternity,
even the entrance upon an entirely new
state. This the Church has now in
gpirit, being one with Jesus their risen
and ascended Head. They are not of
the world, even as he is not of the
world ; he is risen, they are raised up
together with him, and made to sit
together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus (Eph. il 6;) their reswirection-
glory they coimnmemorate, assured to
thean in the resurrection of Jesus ; “ and
when he who is their life shall appear,
then shall they also appear with him
in glory' This scems to have been
typilied in the fivst subbath, for, though
tho rest and joy were ot the close of
lnbour upon the seventh duy, the last
of g porfect period, six days of which
had been employed in producing this
blegsed result, yet it was the fivst day
of the existence of Adam and Eve; thus
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the last dey of thiz seven-fold peried
and the first of man's existonce were
identical, and man enjoyed the rest,
though he did not shave in the labour.
Our first parents here present to us
plain and obvious types of the second
Aduam, the Lord from heaven, and his
bride the Church, now forming, as it
were (upon the sixth day, or close of
the period of lubour, to stand forvth in
full resmrection-glory upon the morn-
ing of the seventh,) to them the intio-
duction of “the dispensation of the
fulness of times” (Eph. i 10,) the first
day in glory; but to the Jew still in
the flesh, and to the world, the last
of time. The feasts of passover and
unleavened bread are conmected with
the sabbath; the one the rest iiself,
the other the way in which the rest is
obtained—rviz., by the shedding and
gprinkling of the blood of the paschal
lamb,  Here is the impovtant pre-
liminary step, and thevefore, observed
in the first month preceding all others,
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the passover of God is the simple, single
ground of rest and sesurity to the Lord's
people; there may be judgment around,
and confliet before them, but the bleod
being sprinkled upon the door-posts,
those within could feast with perfect
seeurity—the destroying angel must
pass over when the blood mects his
oye. Thus as the Lord's accepted by
the blood, the feast of unleavened bread
begomes the proper subject for their
observance, from the morning imme-
diately succeeding, for the seven days
thenes following; imarking, I believe,
tha Church’s feeding upon Christ, and
thencaforward during the whole dispen-
sation (the number seven indicating
completion or fulness,) keeping itself in
merked separation of habit and pursnit
from thes world. For even Christ our
phssover is slain, © thervefors lot us keep
the ferst, not with old leaven, neither
with the leaven of malice and wicked-
ness, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.” (1 Cor. v. 7, 8.}
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Thus far have we the ransomed posj-
tion of the Lord’s childven, through the
blood, and the charncter they are called
to here on earth, to be lights in the
midst of a erooked and perverse genera-
tionn; but happier and more glorious
prospeets await them, and they arc (as
appears to me) next prosented to their
view, from the 9th verse, in the yesu-
rection of their blessed Head, presented
and ascepted for them before the Lord.
On the morrow aftor the sabbath, the
shoaf of first-fruits was waved before
ithe Tord. On the first day of the weck
the Tord Jesus rose from the dead, the
“ fivst-fruits of them that stept” (1 Cor.
xv. 20;) he presented himself hefore
the Lord, and was sceepted on behalf
of his churcl {ver. 11.) Accompanying
this was the offering of a burnt offering
and a meat offeving, (the only sacrifice
of & sweet savour unto God, and there-
foro yeferable to Jesuz exelusively,)
indicating the Father's sntisfaction in
His perfect work, and Jesus whele
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devotedness to bis service. 'With Jesus,
their risen dscended Head, the Church
is identified, “As Le is, so are we in this
world.”  But this their exalted position
is only known to them by the Holy
Bpirit; and this was not given til} Jesus
wag glorvified. TUpon the fiftieth day,
thercfore, aftor the roswivection (the
type of the coming and glorious jubilee,)
was opened to themn in spiit, their own
resurrection-glory ; now they themselves
who have the firstfiuits of the Spirit,
groan within themselves, because of o
body of sin and death, and the tempta-
tions of an evil world, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the
body (Rom. viil. 23;) and in the presen-
tation of first-fruits, therefore, we find
not an unbroken sheaf, which typified
the Lord himsell (ver. 11,) but two
looves of fine Bour, baken with leaven
brought out of their habditations (vex. 17,)
marking most significantly the true
character of the churel's best services.
Coming out of their habitations they



186

must have the stain of sin upon them,
the leaven of this world mixing itself
with all they do. This presentation,
therefors, must nocessarily be accom-
panied by a sin offering ; with the sheaf
there was none, in it was no leaven.
The holy child Jesus knew no sin, but
the sin offering supplied the defeet in
the two wave loaves; so Jesus the sub-
gtitnte for the sinner, has borne away
for ever the iniquity of his people. This
happy state of acceptence with God, it
is now the privilege of the Church te
realize ; not only washed, and sanctified,
and justified ; but risen with their ex-
alted Head, walling in the power of his
resurrection-life, coiformed unto his
death-—looking for, and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God.

Thus then do we come to the three
remaining fonsts, which take place in
the seventh month, the time of harvest;
the fulfilment of which brings us to
“the dispensation of the fulness of
times,” for the harvest iz the end of the
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ago (Mat, =ijl. 39% This month was
introduced by tho Blowing of trumpets
for a memorial ; it was a feast of vomem-
brance, and will meet its accomplish-
ment at the introduction of the millen-
nial age, when the trumpet shall be
blown, and the present shall be brought
unto the Lord, “of a people scattered
and pecled” (see Isa. xviil) “The great
trurapet shall be blown, and they shall
come whieh were ready to perish in the
land of Assyria, and the outeasis in the
land of Egypt, and shall worship the
Lovd in the holy mount at Jerusalem.”
(Isa, xxvil. 13.) Israel, apporently long
forgotten, now at length is regarded;
“Can a woman {orget hor sucking child,
thet she should not have compassion on
tho son of her womb? Yen, they may
forget, yet will T not forget thee.” (Isa.
xtix, 15.) And the Lovd also, long for-
gotten, i3 ot length remembered of Isracl
{Isa.1i. 8) This feast was also at the
now moonr (Ps. Ixxxt 8.) Thus Israel,
whose glory had waned graduslly, until
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totally eclipsed, now is ecalled to avise,
shine, for her light is coms, and the
glory of the Lord is visen upoen her (Isa.
Ix. 1.} The great public summons
being thus given, and Isracl gathered
upon the fivst day of the seventh month,
brings on the great day of atonement,
on the tenth——a day of personal humi-
liation and afffiction (Joel. ii. 12, and
following verses,) in which they acknow-
ledge their offence, and seek his face;
and the Lerd comes out of his place,
and tarns away ungodliness from Jacob
(sec Hosea v. 15.)  The clrcumstances
of this day are more detailed in the six-
teonth chopter of Léviticus, to which
wo yeferred in o former number*
But now iz the chwels day of
of atoncraent; our sin offering is pre-
sented, and owr High DTriest within
the vail, preseniing the bleod on our
behalf before God.  When the high
priest finished his work within the

# (Bee No. §, p. 71, 7¥3.)
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vail, he came out, and confessing the
sins of Israel upon the hend of the
seape goht, sent it away Into a land
of fovgetfulness; so, when the Lord
shull come o6ut, when the Redcomer
eomes to Zion, o will twm away
nungodliness from Jacob (see Tsa. lix.
20.) In that day, the fountain shall
Lo opened to the house of David, and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin
md for uneleannpess (Zeeh. xiii 1)
thus the sing of Isvacl being removed,
the feast of Tabernacles was observed
upon the 15th of the same month; in
this wps universal rejoicing before
the Lord for scven days—and it shall
meet its fulfilment in the millennial
age, when the ransomed of the Lord
shall come fo Zion, with songs and
everlasting joy wpon = thelr heads,
when they shall obtain joy and glad-
negs, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. This joy shall continue
throughout the millennial age, which
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the perfoct period of seven days secmed
to indicate, At this feast, Solomon’s
Temple was dedicated, when the king
turned Lis face and blessed the whole
eongregation of Israel, when the Lord
God of Israel had, with his hands,
fulfilled that which he had spoken
with his mouth to his father David,
and the glory of the Lord filled the
house of (tod (2 Chron. v. 18, 14) It
wog ot this fenst that Jesus' brethren
proposed that e should show himself
openly to the world; but his time
was not then come—but there was a
remarkable peculiavity : in this feast
was an eighth, or as we may say, a
first day of the week, the reswrrection-
dey—morking the econnexion of the
church in resmrection with Isracl, in
the rest that remains for the people
of God. Owr Lord's refercnce to this
great day of the feast (Johun vii. 37),
scems to establish this. He cried
saying, “If any man thirst let him
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come unto me and drink, and out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living
water”  Thus spake he of the Spirit,
sent down when lhe was glorified, the
witness of heavenly things to gather
and prepare the resurrection-church
for glory. Our Lord seems to allude
to lsyael drinking from the rock in
the wilderness, on coming out of
which they wore to keep the feast of
tabernacies. Defors the coming then
of this great day, the church must
pass through the wilderness—through
thot dry and barren land where no
water is—but is, in the meanwbile
refreshed by the Spirit's taking up
his abode in each belicver; not only
watering his soul, but causing him to
be the channel of boundiess refresh-
ment to ethers. But when the church,
having passed through her wildsrness
state, 1s [ally sot in glory, and Jesus
long hidden, and doing things: in
secvet, will at length show Limself
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openly to the world, then will this
fenst meet its complete accomplish.
ment. The Chuwreh in the heavenlies
and Isracl in the sarth, will experience
the fulnoss of blessing, and the saved
nations of the world, blessed threugh
Israel, will come up, year by year, to
Jorusalem to worship the King, the
Lord of ITests, and to keep the feast
of tebernacles (Zech. xiv. 16.)

May the L.ovd hasten it in his time,
“Wherefore, -Lieloved, sceing that we
look for such things, be diligent that
ye be found of him in peace, without
spot and blameless™ (2 Pet. iii. 14.)
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PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 18.

THE NAZARITE.

It is the happy privilege of the
believer to rejoice in Christ Jesus, in
the assurance of unalterable blessing
through hiwr,  He is redeemed, “not
with corruptible things, such as silver
and gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish,
and without spot.” He is washed and
sanctified, and purificd, and stands in
the acceptance and favour of God, in
oneness with Jesos. Such as Jesus
is, so is he in this world, and “ when
be whe is our life shall appear, then
shall we appear with him in glory.”

The consciousness of this the Holy
Ghost teaches, taking of the things of
Jesus and showing them unto him,
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And as this blessed liberty is realized
in the soul, so will he who is the sub-
ject of it be brought out from the asso-
ciations of an evil world into fellowship
and communion with God, and be
enabled to stand forth as a witness of
the power of the truth.

It is unto this testimony that the
child of God is called to be a light in
the midst of the darkness of this world,

The God of all grace has revealed
10 bim his complete deliverance from
deathand judgment; that thus not only
freed from all personal apprehension,
but with a heart enlarged in love, he
might thenceforth find his exclusive
employment and joyin glorifying Him
who hath brought him out of darkness
into marveilous light.

Perfect love will not only cast out
all fear, but lead him into ready obe-
dience to the will of a gracious Father,



4

Whatever. character and circum-
stance, therefore, the word of the Lord
calls upon him to manifest, he will
desire to mafutain ; and making Jesus
his pattern, who has left him an exem-
ple that ke should follow his steps, he
will not desire a name for himself, or
to stand in the favour and friendship
of a world at enmity with God, but
to be a holy, a peculiar, and a separa-
ted person, whose ciiizenship is in
heaven, and therefore a stranger and
a pilgrim here.

 For their sakes,” said Jesus (John
xvii. 19,) “ I sanctify myself, that they
also might be sanctified through the
truth.”  (ur blessed Lord was holy,
harmless, undefiled, and seperate from
sinners. He had no joy in the world ;
his intercourse in it was with these in
whose serrows he sympathised, and
whose distresses he velieved. He was
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a living witness of the impossibility of
thatwhich poor foolishmaniseverready
toattempt, in disregard of the testimony
of God—the service of two masters.
Tn himn was manifesied the impractica-
bility of uniting the service of God with
the friendship of the world, It hated
him because he testified against it that
its works were evil ; he had not, there-
fore, where to lay his head, ¢ He wag
despised and rejected of men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”
But for the joy that was set, before him
he endured the cross, and despised the
shame ; andrelinguishing further inter-
course with & people who declared
they would not have him to reign over
them, he announced his Nazarite cha-
racter unto God—saying, he would not
thenceforth drink of the fruit of the
vine, until he should drink it new with
his bride, in his Father’s kingdom.
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Unto the same rejected and sepa-
rated character from the world, are
his faithful people now called. They
are not of the world, even as he is not
of the world; and as Nazarites or se-
parated ones unto God, can they alone
adorn the doctrine of God their Savieur.

For their guidence in these circum-
stances we find the preciousness of the
Old Testament scriptures, “for all
scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and s profitable for ourmstruction, &e.,
that the man of God may beperfect,and
throughly farnished to everygoodworl.™

In these the precepts of the new are
brought out and embodied in the living
examples before our eyes, and the cir-
cumstances of & worldly sanctuary and
carnal ordinances (Heb. ix.) made
most significangly and beauteously ty-
pical of the spiritual character of the
dispensation in which we live,
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To the 6th chapter of the book of
Numbers then are we drawn to see in
type, for our admonition —the charac-
ter of the Lord’s Nuazarites or separated
ones now in the world.

TheNazarite of old was comnmanded
toseparate himself {rom wine and strong
drink all the days of his separation :
Le shall eat nothing that is made of
the vine tree, from the kernel even to
the hosk, (verses 3, 4,)—so now the
follower of the meek and lowly Jesus,
the rejected man of the earth, finds not
his joy or consolation in thethings that
occupy and animate the men of this
world, He has learned their worth-
lessness and wickedness—his heart can
find no cheer or comfort in them—
they dishonour God, and they therefore
grieve his Spivit—he cannot have fei-
Jowship with the unfruitful wovks of
darkness, butmustrather reprove them,
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and will plainly shew that his aifec-
tions are set upon things above, not on
things on the earth.

Before he tasted heavenly joys, and
felt theblessedness of union with Jesus,
led away by his proud and ignorant
mind, he sought hiz comforts in the
world, and trusted to his own strength:
now, Iike the Nazarite of old, whose
first act was to shave off all his hair
(see Acts xviil. 18, xx1.4,) the emblem
ofstrength (Judgesxvi. 17,) hedeclares
the vanity and emptiness of allhis for-
mer confidences, and learns the bappy
secret, that when he I1s weak, then is
he strong—that then and then only
will ke experience the strength of the
T.ord, when he is enabled to cast him-
self upon him in full consciousness of
his utter inability to help himself ; and
accordingly the Nazarite was forbidden
to let a razor come on his head all the
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days of his vow, but suffer the hair of
his head to grow. 8o shall he, as ke
waits wpon the Lord, renew hisstrengh.
The strength that God gives, is that
which can alone be relied on, for his
service : he worketh in his children to
will and to do—and without Jesus they
can do nothing, but they can do all
thingsthronghhimstrengthening them.

Thus then in the apprehension of his
own weakness, and leaning confidently
upon the arm of the Lord, his course
is onte of separation from every evil: he
shall keep himself unspotied from the
world—he shall come at no dead body
—he shall stand aloof from the habits
and pursuits of those who are dead in
irespasses and sins. As ceremonial de-
filement was contracted even by the
touching of a dead body, so now the
precept and the promise are, “ Come
out from among them, and be ye sepa-
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rate, salth the Loxd, and touch not the
unclean thing ; and I will receive you,
and will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughters”
{2 Cor. vi. 17.)

- The nearest and dearest earthly ties
should not induce him to forget the
service of the Lord ; for the conscera-
tion of his God is upoen his head ; so
now he who is called, upon whom the
Spirit of the Lord has been poured, is
knit unto Jesus in nearer and more
blessed bonds than any of this world.

Thelove of Jesus must and will con-
strain telove him more than father and
mother, sister or brother, hushand or
wife, houses or lands, or his own life.

O then, dear reader, haveyouexpe-
rieneed this love ? Areyounow resting
in happy consciousness that you are
loved ! (Othen,bowshoulditconstrain
to a crucifixion of the flesh, and to a
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bringing of every thought into eaptivi-
ty to the obedience of Christ,

But if, through the weakness of the
fiesh, any should be overtaken with sin,
or in the language of the type—if any
man die very suddenly by him, and he
hath defiled the head of his consecration
(ver.9)—theloving-kinduness of amer-
ciful Father, is everrveady toreceive him
uponths acknowledgmentofhisoffence.

The Nazavitein these circumstances
again daclares the yelinguishment of all
dependance upon his own strength in
the shaving of his head ; and present-
inghistrespass-offeringandsin-offering,
and burnt-offering, in confession of his
sin, and of his trust in the blood of the
lamb for deliverance and acceptance
before God ; he recommences the pe-
tiod of his separation : and is it not
thus, dear reader, continually, with
those whose delight is in the lawof God
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after the inward man ?  Through the
wealmess of the flesh, and the power
of temptation from without, some sud-
den unexpected contact with evilocours,
dishonouring Jesus, and grieveusto the
Spirit of God; and they are driven
back again, with shame and confusion
of face, to the acknowledgiment of their
evil, and of their dependance upon
nothing but the blood of Jesns for
pardon and peace,

Such is the character of the warfare
inwhich they are engaged whohave been
broughtto taste the graciousnessof God,
in Christ Jesns, But O, thanksgiving
and praise to his most holy name, that
the day of vest, the day of cessation
with all this conflict with a body of
death and sin, and with a world under
the guidance and dominion of the evil
one, shall quickly come, when the days
of Nazarite separation shall be folfilied
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~Then, approaching the door of the
true tabernacle which the Lord pitch-
ed, and not man, his dear echildren
shall be enabled to delight themselves
in the Lord—the burnt-offering of
sweet savonr anto God-—and, acknow-
ledging to the end their own utter
unworthiness, and that all their ground
of acceptance is in their sin-offering,
(Fesus the holy one of God, their sub-
stitute, who bore their sing, and who
was made a curse for them)—feed on
the peace-offering, and enter into sweet
and happy fellowship with their king
and priest for ever. In that day of
fulfilment of his vow, the Nazarite
again shaved the head of his separation
before the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation (ver. 18:}-—and so
now the happy child of God, in full
enjoyment of his precions liberty, shall
thank{ully acknowledze that all his
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sttength was the gift of God, freely
bestowed upon him, and shall joyfully
consecrate it 1o his praise; or, in the
language of the type, put it in the fire
thatis under the sacrifice of the peace-
offering ; and waving the heave shoul-
der, and the waxe-breast for the priest,
before the Lord—{which scems to in-
timate the strength and the afections
of Jesus pledged to support his people,
as he wvpholds them by his strength,
and bears their names upon his heart,
when he goeth in before the Lord—see
Ex. xxvii. 30)—the Nazarite's joy
is perfected :—after that he may drink
wiie. Then, indeed, shall you and T,
dear reader, if we are now separated
unto the service of God, enter into the
joy of our Lord. Then shall sin, and
the curse be removed, and all things be
again subjected to the happy sway of
bim whose right they are.  No longer
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shall the evil one, the usurper, occupy
a place in the heavens, and exercise a
baleful anthority over a ruined world,
but the Lord shall send forth the rod
of his swength out of Zion, and he
shall rule from the river unto the ends
of the earth ; then shall righteousness
cover the earth as the watevs cover the
seas. Then shall all things be restored
to their proper order, and tlle Lord own
and bless them.  Then shall the Lord
hear the heavens, and they shall hear
the earth; and the carth shall hear
the corn, and the wine, and the oil;

and they shall hear Jezreel, {Hos. ii.
21,22.) Oue golden chain of blessing
shall bind together the Lord, in the
holiest of all, Lis churchin the heavens
or holy place, with the rest of his joy-
ful creation- -and there, with nothing
to hinder or interrupt happy and holy
[ellowship with Jesus, in his own beau-
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teous likeness shall you, and I, and all
his dear children, drink of the fulness
of his joy, for everand ever. O then,
shall I not add—¢*Be you steadfastand
uninoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord ; forasmuch as you
know that your labour shall not be in
vain in the Lord.” Take up the cross
daily and boldly ; yet meekly make
confession of the mname of Jesus;
“ weeping may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning.”



PRECIOUS TRUTH.
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DAGON—1st Sam. 6th Chap.

THE beauty and blessings of Chris-
tianity, are subjects of such general
acknowledgment wherever the holy
name of J esus has heen declared, that
so far as natural men can retain their
lusts, to that extent are they anxious
1o rank themselves under the hanner
of the cross. They love darkness ra-
ther than light; iherefore the world
must have the first place in their
thoughts., But as poor foolish man
lemembers he is mortal, and his con-
sclence conviets him in a measure of
sin, he desires to take the name of
God upon his lips, in the vain and
foolish hope that when his career of
selfishness here shall terminate, hemay
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be able to indnlge it in another shape
in the world 1o come. It is this that
has given occasion to the very general
profession of the name of Christ, and
has tended to mark so large a portion
of the world by the name—Christen-
dom — Cominunites.—Nations thusbe-
come Christian { so ealled, } maintaining
every object of the prince of the power
of the alr, and making the profession
of Christ subservientto their own ends ;
and though the judgments of most of
those who think upon such things, are
moere or less convineed of the utter im-
possibility of the nnion—that light and
darkness—righteousness and unrighte-
ousness—Christ and Belial cannot sub-
sisttogether; yetevery day’s experience
but serves more fuily to show thestupid
perversity of the human heart in en-
deavouring to reconcile them. The
Lord, the fountain of all trath, has said,
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“ 1o man can serve two masters:” yet
in defiance of this unguestionable max.
im, man is found labouring to promote
this division of service ; and though the
light (when for. & moment it may be
brought to bear upon his conscience)
will expose the vanity and emptiness of
his worldliness—yet he so continues to
love and follow it, that he desives to
forget every thing that may interfere
with his beloved idol. And even when
the God of all merey may, in gracious
warning, send a blast upon his labours
and show him the true character of
this perishable and condemned world,
he is ever anxious to find any cause for
it, rather than ¢he true one——and thus
puat away from him the love that would
awake him from his dream.

8o do we read of the Philistines, in
st Sam. v.—in the neighbourhood of
“the children of Israel, they were con-
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strained to see the wonderful aspect
they presented before the world; a
poor and comparatively weak people,
brought out from the powerful hand
of Pharoah, and delivered from the
grievous bondage in which they had
been compelled to serve.—The powers
of heaven and of earth were made
subservient to their blessing. The
Lord himself went with them in the
pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar
of fire by night—giving the bread of
heaven for their food, and the water
out of the rock to follow them. The
presence of the Lord of glory in the
tabernacle, and upon the ark of the
covenant, had reached the Philistines’
ears; they had Dbeen constrained to
see the mighty power that was pug
forth, and that accompanied this sym-
bol of the Divine presence. No won-
der then that this, the acknowledged
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Israelites, should ‘attract the .notice
and regard of those into whose hands
it was delivered; and as self-exalta-
tion, the ruling motive of the world,
was uppermost in their minds —that
they should desire the possession of
that which would {io their view) mag-
nify themselves, They placed the ark
therefore, where ? in the house of him
who was the object of their trust, and
in subserviency to him in whom they
infagined theirstrengthlaid. TheGod
of Israel had manifested his power in
the protection and preservation of his
covenant people—night not his assis-
tance, therefore, be made auxiliary
to their (the Philistines’) glory ! They
would enthrone him in their house of
worship 3 but Dagon was the god of
their choice,- the one to whom their
hearts were subjected : as far as this
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unjon could continue, so long would
the Philistinesreceiveand acknowledge
the God of Israel; but the moment
he asserted his supremacy, and claimed
his rightful dominion, their beloved
lusts were interrupted, and the god
of thisworld waspreferred. Andthough
the impotency of their idol was fully
exhibited to their view, his head and
his arms being broken, or his wisdom
and his power proved to be weak and
worthless, it but added to their obsti-
nacy and self-will, in leading them to
make the instrament that God had
chosen for his destruetion, the object
of their increased veneration, and in
inducing them finally rather to reject,
than bow down to the source of all
true power and blessing. So fully is it
manifested, that they that make,them
(idols) are like unto them-~they feed
on ashes—ra deceived heart hath turned
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them aside, that they cannot deliver
their souls, nor say, Is there not a lie
in my right hand #  (Tsa. xliv. 20.)
And now, dear reader, let us en-
deavour to trace a litile the manner
of the Lord's dealing with his people,
and the character of the blessing he
has been pleased to bestow upon those
who know and fear hiz holy name.
Ichabod is written upon the face of
scattered and peeled Israel ; the ark
of God has been taken away, and the
glory is departed from them-—sce
Ezek. x. The Lord has gone and re-
turned to his place till they acknow-
ledge their offence, and seek his face
(Hos. v. 15.) Thospirit of apostasy,
long and vaviously displaying itself,
raached its fulness in the crucifixion
ofthe Lord of glory—and they are now
a bye-word and a reproach among the
nations ; the kingdem of God has been
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taken from them, aud ihe light of the
knowledge of his glory in the face of
Jesus Christ, has been made known to
us Gentiles for a season, who were
afdr off, 1o provoke them to jealousy.
The declaration of our blessed Lord
concerning them has been fulfilled—
he has misorably destroyed these
wicked husbandmen, and given his
vine-yard to others. But O ! with how
much more glorious a revelation hay
it been accompanied, and how has the
God of all power and love now made
litmself{ known to the sons of men.
Eye could not sse, nor ear hear, nor
could it enter into the heart of man to
conceive. It is not the relation of
servant of the king of kings, high and
exalted though it is, and beyond the
reach of human attainment ; it is not
all the glory of this world, even in the
day when righteousness shall cover it
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as the waters cover the sea—but it is
the unspeakable glory of Jesus himself
.in the heavens, in the blessed condition
of childven, fellow-heirs with him, and
of the same body : he has opened the
glories of his own kingdom; he an-
nounces-them as the unalterable por-
tion of all who believe ; the free-gift
of his love in the Lord Jesus, who
whswounded for their transgression,and
bruised for their iniquities. He invites
all to come freely, to come confi-
dently, without money and without
price to the cross of -J esus, see there
the full remission of their sin, through
the blood that was shed, and thence-
forth. in the spirit of ado tion, to re-
joicein thehappyliberty ofhis children.
But how has this nnyparalleled mercy
been met? and what ireatirent has
the God of all love received 7 With
all this illimitable glory and blessing in
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prospect, what has been the professing
churches’ return of gratitude or love ?
Has the God of all mercy had the
place in their affections to which he is
entitled ? Have they been denying
themselves and taking up their cross
daily and following him ? or has not
the Dagon of this world, in one shape
or other, been the objecet of their pur-
suit and adoration? How has the
God of all patience been made sub-
servient to their schemes of worldly
agprandizement ; and with his name
upon their lips, their hearts have gone
after their coveteousness.  The hust
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the
piide of life,” are not only uncrucified
but cherished; andit istmatter of every
day observation to see many who make
even a peculiar profession of the truth
as it isin Jesus, seeking the influence,
theauthority, the power, and the friend-
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ship of the world, which “is enmity
against God —mainteining sedulounsly
and advisedly all the circumstances of
citizenship here in a world that lies in,
and is under the rule of, the wicked
one, instead of manifesting the cha-
racter of strangers and pilgrims, de-
claring plainly that their citizenship is
in heaven, from whenee they look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
O then, what course is ‘open to the
God ofall truth for the vindication of
his own name, for the maintenance of
his own honour ? He has declared it,
dear reader ; he has announced what
we believe to be even in preparation
for accomplishment-—the casting out
with a sorer judgment, and more mis-
erable destruction, the husbandmen
to whose care the vineyard has now
been confided, who have corruptly and
wickedly prostituted its unsearchable
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riches 1o their own selfish ends—“for
if they escaped not, who refused him
that spake on earth, much more shall
net we escape if we turn away from
him that speaketh from heaven : whose
voice then shook the earth : burnow he
hath promised, saying, Yet once more
I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven.” They have rejected the ve-
peated messages of his love; and in
these last days, instead of improving
(as some fondly but ignorantly ima-
gine,) * perilous times shall come,” the
consummation of their evil appearing
to be, that they have the form of
godliness, but 2 denial of the power
of it. Nothing then awaits chem but
judgment ; and * as it was in the days
of Noah, so shall it be in the days of
the Son of man™— for the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven, with
his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking
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vengeance upon them that know not
God, and obey not the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be pu-
nished with everlasting destruction.
from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.”. The
Son of Manhaving on hisheadagolden
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle
~—shall thrust it in, and reap, when-
the harvest of the earth is ripe, and
the clusters of the vine of the earik
shall be gathered and east into' the
great wine-press of the wrath of God 5
and the wine-press shall be {rodden
without the ¢ity, and blood shall come
ont of the wine-press, even to the
horse-bridles-—see Rev. xiv. O then,
whom do I now address ? Is this little
paper in the hands of one who has
hitherte contented himself with the
formg of Christianity, whose heart and
affections are yet engaged in earthly
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things ? Consider for a moment, this
is not the position in whick one whe
professes that he owes his all to Chriss,
should be found. He who tries the
reins says—*° My Son, give me thine
heart.” Are you then achild of God ?
Do you believe that redemption has
been wrought out through the bloed
of the cross ! Where then should your
aflections be, but set upon thingsabove
where Christ sitteth at the right hand
of God ! 'Who so entitled to all praise
to the whole energies of our hearts,
as * He who has washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and has made
us kings and priests nnto God.” Be
then no longer numbered with those
who have a name to live, while they
are dead. Judgment awaits the elosing
dispensation ; butout of ita remnant
shall be saved, upon whom & gracious
Father has set his love, and m whem
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he will show forth his prajse, O
then, fly from every appearance of
evil, from every tendency to the pre-
vailing apostasy. DBe separate, and
touch not the unclean thing, The Lord
would have his people as lights in the
roidst of darkness—in the world for a
season, for this end, but not of the
world. His church should be as a
eity set upon a hill, that cammot be hid,
raproving * the world -of sin, of right-
eonsness, and of judgment;” bold in
the spirit of meelness and of love, to
testify against it—thus alone can you
be a consistent witness for him whose
vou profess to be. If yowknow these
things, happy shall you be if you do
them. But -do I address omne who
would live in the Spirit, and walk in
the Spirit, whose joy is in Jesus, and
who desires not conformity to the
world 7 Where, then, dear brother or
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sister, should you or I be found, while
apostasy is ripening around us, for
which. is reserved the blackness of
darkness for evet P—iid in God’s pa-
vilion—in the secret of his tabernacle,
under the shadow of his wings, making
our refuge there until these calamities
be over; in patience possessing our
souls, ebiding in Jesus, that' we imay
be eonfident and not be ashamed before
him at his coming, in the childlike
and obedient spirit of one who is con-
scious of utter weakness and ignorance
in himself—but who knows he can do
ail things throngh Christ strengthening
him—and in this mind *“steadfasi and
unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as you
know that your labour shall not be in
vain in the Lord."”



PRECIOUS TRUTH.

No. 15.

THE LEPER.

God, who, in these last days, has
spoken unto us by his Son, having per-
feeted the work of redemption by him,
giving him to pwrge us from our sins
mm his own Dblood, and exalting him to
his own right hand to be a prince and
o Saviour, has at “gsundry times, and
in divers manners’ given the same
essed intelligence in the langunage of
type and figure to the fathers, in the
Old Testament Seriptures. He did, as
it were, in these beautiful symnbols,
forecast his own most gracious and ever-
lasting designs, instrueting his people
of old, shewing that one object occu-
pied his mind concerning them; and
whether persons, places, actious, or
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things are before us, they all coincide,
and are contrived to tell the same story
of the good pleasure of God's will—
that all his premises and purpusss are
Yea and Amen in Chyist Jesus.

Mun heving forfeited the favour of
God, and haxmrr jost the beauteous
image in which ht‘—“ was formed, thtounfh
his. own ' presumpiuous dﬁobedlence,
nothing therefore remained, as the fruit
of all lus efforts, but death. and judg-
ment. ~ A rebel and an outcast, his
mind is enmity against God, “ it is net
sabject to the law of God, neither in-
deed can be;” Dbut it hath pleased the
God of all grace to ‘gather out:from
an apostate wo1ld, a ])eople for his own
glory, in whom he will show forth his
praise—and whether in the persons of
the patriavehs, as their individuul his-
tovies are noted in the book of Genesis,
or after, in the fulleer exhibition of a
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nation separated from all the families
of the earth unto his own service, as in
the book of Exodus, the one principle
of God’s election unto himself, accord-
ing to his own purpose and grace, is
manifested.  These, as the peculiar
people of God, were called to be wit-
nesses of the source and manner of
God’s blessing Dbestowed upon them—
and hence, in the shmple obedience of
childven, they were not to approach
God leaning on their own understand-
ing, or in any measure directed by the
wisdom of men, but according to the
pattern shewed unto Moses in  the
Mount. And here, dear reader, before
we go into the matter of any of these
Levitical institutions, theve presents itself
at the very threshold, wondrous cause
to adore the riches of the grace displayed
in the manner and occasion of their
appeintment. The children of Tsrael
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placed themselves under the rule of
the law at Sinai—declaring “all thag
the Lord hath spoken, we will do”
(Ex. xix. 8;) and yet, even before the
terms of that law were promulgated,
and ‘while Moses was in the Mount,
receiving the tables from the Lord,
they had wil{olly and deliberately bro-
ken it, ealling unto Aaron—* Up, make
us gods, to go before us’; for as for this
Moses—we wot not what is beeome
of him” (Ex. xxxii. 1.} Nevertheless
at this their rebellious hour ({when
looked at in themselves, their condition
must have presented itsell as utterly
hopeless) the Lord lifted np the light
of his countenance upon them; and
when he renews the tables of the cove-
nant which their sing had broken (and
would thus shut them up under it as
under tutors and governors, till the seed
shonld come, to whom the promise
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was mwade, 7. e¢. Christ,) he reveals
himself no more in thunders and in
lightnings, but as ** The Lord, the Loxrd
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffer-
ing, and abundant in goodness and
truth” (EBx. xxxiv. 6.) He renews
his promise of driving out before them
the people of the land (ver, 10,) and
gracionsly warning to avoid associating
with them, directs their observance of
the feasts he had appointed—the com-
memoration of the deliverance he had
wrought out for his people. It was
then we read that the skin of Moses’
face shone, becanse, then the glory of
God, in the face of Jesus, was declared.
The children of Israel could not look
upon him, for they could not look to
the end of that which was to be abo-
lished ; and as the veil is now upon
their hearts in the reading of Moscs, so
then they could not discern that © Chaist
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is the end of the law for righteousness
to every ome that believeth.” Tt is
thus then the book of Levicitus is pre-
sented to ws as the typical dieplay of
the character of man as a sinner, and
of Christ as the propitiation, and High-
priest of his, people—of him, as the
Lamb slain {rom the foundation of the
world, as the High-priest of good things
to come, of 2 greater and move perfoct
tabernacle, not made with hands, even
of the sanctuary which the Lord pitch-
cd, and not man: where he now liveth
to make intercession for us.

The case of the leper, which T would
now, with the Lord’s assistauce, touch
upon, oceupies two chapters, 13th and
14th of this book ; a portion of holy writ
peculiarly devoid of instruetion to the
mind unacqnainted with Christ; he can
ses in it but a routine of antiquated
usages, having no reference to the pre-
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sentstale and circuinstances of the world
and passes them by as oninstructive 1o
himself. - But saith the Aposile to the
Clurch, thesethings are ourtypes, “and
they are writlen for our admoniton,
upen whom the ends of the world are
come.” The unhappy sufferer under this
hatefltl disease, was by law oxcluded
from society, and from access (o the ta-
bernacle of God, till it should please
Lim .to remove the malady—sand the
priest by the discernment of the symp-
(o, pronounce him clean.  But was
the Lovd displonsed with the leprosy ?
or was his anger against the poor leper ?
Nay he despises no man for the afflic-
tion of his body--a Lazarus covered
with sores, and a Job with Doils, are
the objects of his special love. Sin
is the loathsome disease, and the siuner
the abominable leper here described.
A sow wallowing In the mire, and a
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dog returning to his votuit, are not more
revolting objects to the sense, than the
soul that lies in sin to the pure eye of
God ; he was therefore excluded from
association with the Lord's children,
““ for evil communications, corrupt good
manpers,” and * a little leaven would
Ieaven the whole lump.” Signals also
of mourning, his clothes rent, his head
bare, and a covering upon his upper
lip, and as he went, commanded to cry
“ Unclean, unclean!” were the indi-
cations of a spivit weighed down with
the heavy bondage of sin ; and exclu-
sion from the tabernacle, the testimony
that God is angry with the wicked
every day, and that nothing bearing
defilement upon it can have access un-
to him. 1In this siatc dear reader, ave
vou and I by nature, from the crown
of the head to the soles of the feet,
wounds and bruoiges, there is no sound-
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negs in us-~in every thing offending
aguinst God, and deserving nothing but
eternal exclusion from his presence ;
and as there was no human means of
the removal of leprosy, being altoge-
ther beyond the ability of man to
overcome, so now, who can forgive
sin, but God only ? What can remove
the stain that offends the God of all
purity and truth ? Nothing buat the
blood of his own dear Son—This
alone cleanses from all sin. When hLe
looks wpon that blood he is well-pleased
—and then can show himself, what he
delights to be, a just God and a Saviour.
Tn ouselves there is nothing but despair
and ruin, but in the Lord is plenteous
redemption—in Him *thongh your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white
43 snow ;3 though they be red like crim-
sout, they shall be as wool."—And this
is what the ceremonial of cleansing in
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cure of the disease was not thereby ob-
tained ; itis only (asin the 4th verse)—
when the priest shall look and behoid if
the plague of leprosy be healed, that
then he shall, after the manner of
God's appeintment, show forth Him
who ¢ was made sin for us, that we
might be inade the righteousness of God
in him ;" and first dear reader, ivis not
the siuner who seeks Jesus, but
“ Jesus senght him when a stranger,
Wandering [rom the fold of God;”

for in the 3rd verse the priest shall go
forth withont the camp, the.place of
the poor sinner’s separation from God,
and thele, between themselves, remem-
ber in type the wondrous work of sub-
stitution—the just One for the unjust,
thus exhibiting that which is matter of
faith to the sinner himself, and taking
place between Jesus his High-priest
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and himself alone. He shall command
to take for him that is to be cleansed,
two birds alive and clean—the one o
be killed in an earthen vessel, over run-
ning water, typifying our blessed Loxd
come into our circamstances of sad ne-
cessity, and the efficacy of his work,
presented to us through the 8pirit. For
it is as the 8pirit takes of the things of
Jesus, and shews them unto us, that
we can see any loveliness in him. The
Living bird- dipped in the other’s blood,
typifies the sinner preserved and libe-
rated, washed in the atoning blood of
Christ, and set free from sin and Satan,
seeking “those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth at the right band
of God.,” The cedar wood, an emblem
of the soundness of the leper’s cleansed
flesh, wiil denote the sineerity of
the true convert’s heart, and the in-
corruptible nature of the grace of the
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Spirit. The scarlet, as distinguished
from the glistening whiteness of the le-
prosy may imply that the man was
recovered to  his former ruddy com-
plexion, and represent the true penitent
as come to himself and in his right
mind,—and the hyssop, a shrub com-
monly used in legal sprinkling, may
signify faith of small estimation among
men, but of essential eflicacy in brmw-
ing the work of Christ to the sotl—
and these all dipped with the living bird
in the blood and water, seem to indicate
that our sincerity, repentance, and faith,
are in themselves nothing, and need
the cleansing of the blood of Jesus.
When the leper waa sprinkled with these
seven times, or thoroughly cleansed;
then, as the bird was let loose in the
open field—so was there to him perfect
vestoration 1o 2ll the blessed lberty
of a child of God. He shall then wash
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his clothes, or put away from him
every outward appearvauce of his for-
mer evil habits, and keep himself -
spotted from the world, and he shall
shave off all his hair—indicating that
all former strength and confidences
were vain, and in the fall confession
of his own utter weakness, declaring
that his dependance for strength was
in the Lord, that all his sufficiency
was in him. Thus then, for seven
days fully should be manifest the dis-
covery of his own helplessness, and in
that condition only can he acceptally
enter itto the eongregation of the faith-
ful; accordingly, on the eighth day,
or thenceforth, entering into newncss
of life, he shaell, at the door of the
tabernacle, within the camp, in com-
munion with the children, present the
offerings prescribed by the law :—The
trespass-offering first—ihereby acknow-
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ledging his peculiar offences :—The
application of bleod to the right ear,
the thumb of the right hand, and the
toe of the right foot—indicating that
he had been given to the things of the
world—that his actions and ways had
been defiled, and that through the blood
alone could he be cleansed, The cere-
mony here observed was very similar to
that in 29th Exodus—upon the conse-
eration of the priests ; in the case of the
leper it was a trespass-offering, taking
away the guilt of erimaes in which the
members of the body had been instru-
ments, and typically preparing them
in gemeral for the Lord’s service; but
in the case of the priests it was the blood
of the ram of consecration by which the
priests were set apart to their special
service ; and this similarity is very in-
structive, for every frone ponitent is
through Christ a priest, and no priest,
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except the Saviour himsell, was ever
any other than o cleansed leper. The
next civcumstance of the cleansing,
was the application of the oil to the
members upon which the blood of the
trespass-offering kad been placed, thus
declaring their sanctification or sepera-
tion thenceforth to the service of Him
they had hefove offended, and then the
remainder poured upon the head, the
dedication of all ihe .facultiss to the
same bhappy privilege. In the sin-
offering, which came next, was pro-
claimed Chyist, the substitute, the sin-
bearer of his people, the cne accursed
of God for us, and suffering without
the camp as the unclean one-—and
lasily, there being then no more con-
science of sing, the happy and - relensed
subject of leprosy could enjoy Christ,
his burnt-offering, and his meat-offer-
ing, Christ, the holy Omne of Gad,
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delighting to do the will of the Father,
for it was written in his heart, present-
ing himsell as o sacrifice of a sweet
savour unto God. Here was blessed
peace ; for here was their full view,
not only of deliverance from the do-
minien and judgment of sin, but of
happy commaunion with God ;—mno
longer an exile without the camp and
a stranger to God, but now in spirit
even within the veil, an heir and a
joint-heir with Chuist. Dear reader,
have you realized this happy transition
-—are you in the consclousness of this
union with God ? O then, what man-
ner of person ought you to be, jn all
holy conversation and godliness, shew-
ing forth the praises of Him who has
washed you fromn your sins in his own
blood !



No. I6.
THY TABERNACLE.

To enter into the mind of God concerning
the prospects of his church, and enjoy in
spirit o place within the veil, in the happy
aud huwble confidence of a child, is the pri-
vilege to which 4 gracious Father now jnvites
his people. As. they discern that the riches of
his glory are theirs, so wilt they be wimesses
unto the praise of the grace thathas knit them
to himself.  Their great deliverance will be
displayed in all the holy liberiy of love ; and
Inowing that their citizenship is in heaven,
they will naturally stand as strangers and
pilgrims here, plainly declaring that they seek
4 vity that hath foundations, whose maker and
huilder is God, (Heb, xi. 10.) - 1t 3s thus only
that, they answer the present objects God has
in them : he hag called them out of darksoess
mto light, that they should be lights: he has
made them sons, that in ihe spirii of sons they
sheuld call him Father. His purpose is ic
glorify his own most huly name, and over

PRECIOUS TRUTH.
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exhibit that all his promises are Yea and Amen
in Christ Fosus, His whole creation he has
determined shall, in the fulness of his own
time, praise him; and his contest with the
evil one, who now, ia the usurpation of do-
minjon in the heavcunlies and in the earth,
seeks to exalt himself above all that is called
God or is worshipped, shall terminate in the
destruction of the powers of darkness ; and all
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
God. Now therefore,in faith, waiting for the
-coming of therod of His strength out of Zion,
even Jesus, who has delivered them from the
wrath to come, is the only consistent position
of his saints. That the Lord’s fixed purpose
is to glorify himself, and thus coustrain hijs
people’s love, is the great subiect of reve-
latiou, and is richly displayed in the character
and circumstances of the tabernacle in the
wilderness. In this is presented for our ad.
monition, in most significant symbols, not only
the characler of his church in the world, bat
his purpose concerning the heavens and the
earth in the ages o come, This standing
testimony was given to the children of Israel
at the time that they had broken the covenant
into which they had deliberately entered, and
were shut up under the lew in apostasy as
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under g tutor and governor—thus darkly inti-
mating the unchanging natore of God’s love—
that though they had been rebellious, he could
not deny himself—that his covenant engage-
ments to Abraham shonld be accomplished,
and that his seed shonld be multiplied as the
sfars of heaven, and ag the sand npon the sea-
shore. Thus said the Lord God—“I do not
this for your sakes, O house of Israe), but for
mine holy name’s sake, which ye have pro-
faned among the heathen: and 1 will sanctify
my great name, which was profaned among
the heathen, which ye have profaned in the
midst of them; and the heathen shall know
that I am the Lord, when I shall bo sanctified
in you before their eyes” (Fzek xx3vi. 22,23.)
The tabernacle was made according to the
pattern showed to Moses in the Mount, as the
place of ceremonial worship—thus intimating
that there is no ability in man to worship God
acceplably—that ho is, cven when brought
into reconciliation, ignorant of any mode of
bhecoming approach unto God—that, there-
fore, the manner of his worship must be di-
rected by the Lord exclusively—and that
haman arrangement or arthority shall have
no part in it,—But how has the daring pride
of man ventured to interfere with, and add to,
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the beautiful and simple structure of God?
Wise in their own conceits, in every age they
havegivenway totheirown inventions; human
traditions have been made of eqnal, if not
paramount authority, with ¢he word of the
living God, and have been raised up as tests
for Christian fellowship and communion; so
that we are constrained, day after day, to
exclaim, in the words of the Apostle, to the
disorderly chureh of Corinth—* What? came
the word of God out from you? or came it
unto you only ? (I Cor, xiv. 36.)

But the clound of the Lord stood aboye this
tubernacle, which was moveable, and so con-
structed as to beraised and takeu down aguin
at pleasure. When the cloud moved they
moved, when it rested they rested; hereby
intimating the true character of the chureh
upon earth, as strangers and pilgrims, whosc
abode and restis mot vot attained, but who
plainly declere that they seelk a country, a
city that hath foundations—and that as they
had bLeen brought together by the Lord’s
constraining love (for the materials of the
tabernacle werc the veluntary contributions
of the children of Israel, the Lord working
in them to will and to do of his own good
pleasure)—so were they entirely swrrendered
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to his will, their steps under his own imme-
diate guidance ; and though obedience to the
movement of o cloud must ever appear to the
world to be wild and fmpracticable, they
were setisfied to be counted f{ools, for they
Jnew Him in whom they had believed, and
that he was able to leep that which they had
committed to him untu the great day.

But in the construction of the heavenly
contrivance, we see the purposes of Ged
towards his people, and the charactor of the
union with them and the earth, which he
has fixed for the display of his own glory.
First was a spacious court, hung round with
curtaing of fine iwined linen, fastened to
pillars with hoolks of silver. This cutward
compartment the whole nation had liberty
to enter on their solemn feasts;in it, under
the open day stood the altar of burni-offer-
ing and the brazen laver;and it intimaies
the pla(,e of earthly serviece in the day of the
Lord's'coming glory—there, when the tuber-
nacle of Godshalli be with men, when the
heavenly Jerusalem shall come down from
God out of hewyven, prepared as a hride
adorned for her husband, shall the outeasts
of Isracl be gathered. The Lord will bring
*ihy sced from the east, and gather thee from
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the west; I will say to the north, Give up;
and to the south, Xeep not back: bring my
sons from far, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth; even every one that is
called by my name: for I have created him
for my glory; ven, I, have made him” (Isa.
xlii. 6—7.) Within the cireumference .of
this spacious court stood the tabernacle it-
self, which noue but the Levites entered to
accomplish the service of the Lord. Befure
the door of this, stood the altar of buarnt
offering and the brazen laver, intimating
that excess unto God and acceptable service
can alone- be through Jesus, the willing
victim for his people’s transgressions, and
there leaving the load of their iniquity, for
which hie blood made full satisfaction—or
it the words of inspiration, “having their
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and their bodies washed with pure water,”
—1it is their privilege to ‘““draw near with a
true heart end in full asswrance of faith”

But this tabernacle consisted of two divi-
siong—1he ;first, the holy place into which
the Eovites thus entered; in this was the
candiestick and the table, and the shew-
bread, or the type and exhibition of the
character and circnmstances of the Lord's
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elect and redeemed church. As the iribe
of Lovi was chosen from among the people
of Israel unto the service of the sanctuary,
so is the church now, “elect according to the
for¢knowladge of God the Father’—and as
they could not enter the holy place without
confossion at the gltar of burnt-offering of
their unecleanness, and trustin the bleod of
atonement, 30 none now can enter into the
church of Christ, or belong to that royal
priesthood and peculiar people, but such as
are taught of God that they are redeemed,
“not with corruptible things, such as silver
and gold, bui with the precious blood . of
Christ, ag of a lamb without blemish and
withont spot.” To the Levites was given no
inheritance in the land; to do the service of
the sanctuary was their portion, they were
not numbered with the peeple, whose strength
was cstimated by their capacity to carry
arms and maintain power against the nations
{Numb, i 47.) Certain cities (amongst
which were those of refuge) were allotted
for their abode; and their maintenance was
the conivibution of the peopls. In ell these
perticulars, and in othera plainly intimating
the separated character of the church (the
holy nation of God) and the stranger-like
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pesition the Lord would have it maintain i
an evil world (for they are not of the world,
but Jesus has chosen them oui of it} —and
as the constant occupation of the Levites
was the work of the sanctuary—so now the
church is a chiosen gencraiion te shew forth
the praises of Him who hath called them out
of durkness into inarvellous light, a holy
priesthood to offer up spivitual sacrifices
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. In the
holy place was the vandlestick ; or, in other
words, the church wos the appointed place
of God for light in a dark world: “ Ye are
the light of the world—a city that is sct
upon a hill cannot be hid"—%* Let your light
so shine bafore men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your father which is
in heaven,” And the shew-bread, which was
the appointed food of Aaron and hig sons,
woekly renewed to them, seems vplainly to
indicate the continnglly renewed devotedness
of the church's service before God, thus
feeding and gladdening- the heart of the true
Aaron—their blessed Jesns.

Within this division of the tnbernacle,
and seperated by a veil, was the HOLIEST oF
ALlL. Inte this the High-priest alone conld
enter once a year, Iere were the sacred
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symbols of the divine presence—the golden
eenser, the ark of the covenant overlaid
round about with gold, wherein was the
golden pot that had manna, Aaron’s rod
that budded, and the tables of the covenant,
and over it the cherubims of glory shadowing
the merey-seat (Heb, ix. 2—i, &e.) In all
this was shadowed forth the heavenly sane-
tnary, the abode of the Deity. And as the
High-priest entered here once in the year,
not without Blood, which he offered for him-
self and for the errors of the people, so our
blessed Lord, “ being come an High-priest of
good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect taberitacle, not made with hands, that
is to say, not of this building; - neither by
the Dbiood of goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in onoe into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption.”
But the symbols of the divine jpreseuce,
above mnoted, present to us, Jesus in var-
ous parts, his beauteous and perfect cha-
racter—ihe golden censer, the precions bearer
of his people’s wants before the throne of
grace, for there he ever liveth fo malke
intercessiou for thew :—the urk of the cove-
nant, pre-cminently ss the figure of him in
whom was the glory of God; it was mads
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of the costliest materials, gold and cedar,
fit emblems of his invalugble worth and spot-
less purity; within it were depesited the
manna, Aaron's rod, and the tables of the
law, denoting his tri-fold character of Pro-
phet, Iriest, and King:—the manna, the
teucher, the puide, and the strength of his
people—their ever budding rod, their ever-
living High-priest, and their righteons King.
who magnified the law and made it honour-
able, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to his cross, It is now hidden for ever with-
in the mercy-seat, and can mever rise to the
condemnation of This people; for all its re-
quirements woere satisfied in his righteons
obedience :—but the way into the holiest of
all was not before made. manifest, while as
yot the first tabernacle was standing ; which
was u figure for the time then present—but
now the church’s privilsge is to enter boldly
therein, by the mew and living way which
Jesus has conscerated for it through the veil,
that i3 to say, his flesh. They stand not in
the character of servants but of sons, They
are one with Jesus, boue of his bone, and
flesh of his flesh—the bride, the joint-inheri-
tor with him of glory. Such as he is, so are
they in this world ; no longer strangers from
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a Father's presence, but brought nigh by the
blood of the cross—they now, with unveiled
face behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
and grow up unto the same image from glory
to glory, even as by the Spirit of ¢he Lord,
Here then, within this holy tent, the Levies,
the sanctified or sepavated people to his
service, observed the ordinances given them.
In it were beautly, wealth, and splendoar,
becoming types of the privileges and bless.
ings the heaven-born children of God enjoy;
but without, ' covering of rams’ skins
and badgers sking dyed red, indicated its
meanness and contemptin the aspect of the
world. There was no form or comeliness
in it that they should admire it; and thus
the beloved Apostle could say, The world
knoweth us not, becanse it konew him not
—-but hid in his pavilion, in the secret of
his tabernacle, from the strife of tongues, the
children of God enjoy sweei communion with
the head and souree of all blessing. They
are dead—dead to the world, and their life is
hid with Christ in God, and when he who is
their life shall appear, then shall they appear
with him in the glory.

Thus then, while the tabernacle remains
in the wilderness, must all those who are
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called and chosen to bear it wpon their
shoulders {in proportion as they are faithful
to this work) bear the scomm and contempt of
an evi} world—in it they shall have tribula-
tion; and “all who will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution;” but thongh
persecuted, they are mot forsaken; though
cast down, they are mot in despair; though
they may have nothing now, yet they
Imow that they possess all things, for they
are Christ’s, and Christ is God's. In this
assured and happy hope, they can behold
the beauty of the Lord and dwell before
bim. The eyes of their understanding are
opened to discern the vich display of goedness
presented them; and they enter fn spirit
within the veil, looking for, and hasting
unto the day when he shail change their
vile bodies, and fashion them liko unto his
owu glorions body—when they shall sce
him face to face, and Inow even as they are
known—when God shail wipe away all tears
irow their eyes, and there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain, for the former
things shall have passed away. DBut their
hlessed consummation shall be established,
and every eys shall ses it together, when
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that home is built for the Lord, which imust
be exceeding magnifical of faeme and of
glory throughout all countries, and for which
preparation is now making—and he shall
cowme forth who shall be a man of rest, and
the Lord will give him rest from all his
enemies round about, for lhis name shall be
Solomon (i.e. peaceable,) and he will give
peace and quietness unte Israel in his days;
% Iie shall bajld an honse for my mame, and
he shall be my son and I will ke his father,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
over Israel for ever;” in that great day shall
the true Levites bring np the ark, and the
tabernacle of the congregation, and all the
holy vessels thas were in the tabernacle; and
the priests shell bring in the ark of the
covenant of the Lord unte his plage, to the
oracle of the house, unto the most loly
place, even under the wings of the cherabim,
there to abide for ever; for the tabernacle
of God shell be with men, end he will
dwell with them, and they shall be kis péople,
and God himseif shall be with them and
be their God. In the ark shall be found
no longer, as in the wilderness, the
golden pot of manna, or Aaron’s rod that
budded--for the prophetical and priestiy
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offices of their Lord shall be no longer need-
ed to a people who have ceased from their
militant state, and are walking by sight in
his own glory and beauty. There shall be
nothing in the ark save the two tables which
Moses put therein at Horeb, for the vight-
eous kingly glory alone, the everlasting in-
trinsic character of Jehovah shall remain
# Hing of righteousness and King of peace.
“ In that day, saith the Lord, I will hear the
Rewvens,” o1 the church of the first-bormn in
the heavenlics, tranmslated bodily into the
glory; “end the heavens shall hear the
earth,” or the place of earthly service, the
outer court of the congregation, now bereaved
of its occupants (because they filled np the
measurs of their iniquity in the erucifixion of
the Lord of glory,) in which shall then be
gathered again the dispersed of Judah, for
their sins and their iniquities he will remem-
ber no more; “ and the earth shall hear the
corn, and the wine, and the oil,” or all iis
riches and renovated fertility shall minister
to their enjoyment; © and they shall hear Jez-
reel” (Hos. it, 1, 2.} Thus one goldon chain
of blessing from God in the holiest shall de-
scend through the thurch in the heavealies
to the eavth, “ and Israel shall blossom and



63

bud, and A1l the face of the earth with frnit.”
It theso days of Solomon-glory “shall the
righteous tlourish, and abundance of peace so
loug as the moon endureth; he shall have
dominion also from =ea to sea, and from the
rivers unto the ends of the earth; his name
shall endure for ever, Iis name shall be ¢con-
tinued as long as the sun: and men shall be
blessed in him ; and all nations shall call him
blessed.” ¢ Blessed be the Lord God, the
God of Israel, who only doeth womdirouns
things ! and blessed be his glorious name for
ever, and let the whole earth be filled with
his glory '—Amen, Amen.”

And now, dear reader, having endeavoured
very faintly, to trace some of the blessed
purpeses of God ws they are shewn forth in
the tabernacle, which are now in progress,
and the full accothplishment of which may
cven be at the very door, let me, in love
for your soul, enguire, How do you stand re-
specting them—are you now, through grace,
resting in the happy and peaceful assarance
that when the Lord shall appear you shall
be lilie him, for you shall sece him as he is—
or arec you yet standing at a distance, a
stranger to the joy of reconciliaiion with
God? If g0, let me asl, why do you doubt?
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Has not the God of all -tinth said, “ The
blood of Jesus'Clirist his Son cleanseth from
all sin”"—and “ Though your sins be as scats
let they shalt be white as snow ?” “ for all
who believe (the foulest transgressors) are
justified from all things"—“arc passed from
death unto life,” O then, come unto Jesus,
you that are weary and heavy laden, and you
shall find rest for your souis; for in him is
plenteous redemption, free and full salvation,
withaut qualification or condition : itis finish-
ed for ever.—Jesus who was deliversd for our
cffences, has been raised again for our justi-
fication, and now ever liveth, even in the
holiest of =ll, making iniercession, bearing
the name of his children upon his heart,
before the mercy-scat continually.

ST
SETON
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