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ADVERTISEMENT

TO0 THE SECOND EDITION.

THE origin of the following pamphlet, is stated n
the Introduction which the compilers prefixed to
the first edition :—at that time, there was no need
for any remark to be added with respect to the
Meeting in Plymouth, at which the questions were
considered.

It may, however, now be well to state, how the
Meeting itself originated. - From the year 1831 to
1836, there was a meeting held every year, in Ire-
land, at which many brethren in the Lord were
present by invitation, with the object of consider-
ing questions mosily relating to prophetic inquiry
and Scripture teaching with regard to the Church:
such questions were transmitted to those to whom
invitations were sent.

In the year 1834, some who were prevented
from attending the meeting in Ireland, believed
that it might be profitable for them to consider
the questions which had been transmitted from
that country ; and accordingly four Brethren,
J. L. Harris, B. W. Newton, H. Borlase, and
T. Dowglass, arranged a meeting in Plymouth, to
which many Christian Ministers were invited as
well as others, and many attended.
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From notes taken at the mecting, the following
answers were prepared by B. W. Newton and
H. Borlase, containing,as they state, not an outline
of what was said at the meeting by different speak-
ers, but simply what they believed to be profitable
truth.

In the course of 1833, this pamphlet became
out of print, and there was an intention of reprint-
ing it with various additions from the notes taken
at the meeting, so as to speak more explicitly on
some of the poinis; one point in particular was
the introductory statements to the answer to the
first question ;—these were to have been enlarged
and revised. However this was laid aside, and
the reprint did not take place ; this was partly, if
not wholly, in consequence of the individual to
whose charge it was in some measure committed
leaving Plymouth.

In now reprinting it, the original notes are mo
longer obtainable, and it has been judged best to
make no alteration in the text of any kind, except
the correction of evident errata, and in a few pla-
ces the amendment of a citation of Scripture where
there was some verbal inaccuracy; the text,
therefore, exhibits precisely the original pamphlet,
and the teaching both on Church Order and Pro-
phecy which those who drew it up, and those who
circulated it, considered to be profitable twelve
years ago.

The Editor has, however, added a few notes
which are marked as additions ; these relate either
to passages of Scripture, which require to be ap-




plied and used in a manner different from that
which is found in the pamphlet itself, or to the
correction of some statement. It has not, how-
ever, been thought needful to add a note upon
every thing of the kind, but only upon those of
some Importance : some points have also been let
to pass without observation, as the Editor has had
the opportunity of entering into them elsewhere.
TFor such notes the Editor alone is responsible,
although the sentiments stated in them are shared
by others.

The word “lately” in the original title page,
(“ questions lately considered”) has been omitted
as no longer applicable ; this is, however, the only
verbal alteration, besides those specified above.

In thus republishing what the Editor found
twelve years ago, to be profitable truth to his
own soul, truth which led to much and close
searching of the word of God,—it has been his
earnest desire and prayer, that it might be used
of God to instruct many, and that they might
be indeed aroused to a right apprehension of those
prospects which the Scripture presents both to
the world and to the Church. 1 Thes. v. 3, 4.

5. P T.

Prysyouvrn, February 61k, 1847.




INTRODUCTION

[To THE ORIGINAL EDITION. 1B84.]

Tur Compilers of the following pages are anxiouss
in every possible way, to bring the truths contain-
ed in them before the minds of their Christian
Brethren. They do not profess to report all that
was stated at the Meeting, but only that which
they helieve to be profitable truth.—In doing this
they have availed themselves, indiscriminately,
of the remarks of their brethren, without men-
tioning the names of any. Their earnest desire
is, that by these and similar meetings, many may
be led to search the Seriptures, and understand
what they testify respecting the SECOND coming of
our God and Saviour.

% To them that look For Him shall He appear
the sEcoND TIME without sin unte salvation.”




MONDAY.

Question—Cax the Church account for her present
state, i e. that instead of unbelievers being mixed up
with the children of God, these last are found as indi-
. viduals among bodies of professing Christians, and
joined in communion net as the people of God, but
upen other and different grounds ?

THe first point in this question is to determine what is
meant by *The Church.”—It is the whole visible body
that hold the name of Christ; and who are therefore
under the responsibility of bearing that name—The
whole professing body. A Clristian, in the widest
sense of the term, is one who professes to have put on
Christ,—to stand clothed with Christ in the midst of
this evil world. In this view the responsibilities of
Christendom are widely different from those of the
naticns around ; and its judgment will be different also,
for it will be judged as  The Church,”"—The word of
God which has been spoken, the same shall judge every
man who has heard it in the last day, (John xii. 48.)
The 11th of Romans shews the position and respon-
sibility in which the Church was placed. There is one
slock—the Jewish, into which the Gentile body was
geafted ; and its standing was this—if they continue in
God's goodness—well : if not, they shall be cut off.
Lhere 1s no breaking off indeed of the elect hody, but
every branch not bearing fruit is to be broken off; and
this is the sentence of the professing body; for the
B 3




G

consciences of all must bear witness that the Gentile
Church has not se continued. This is seen at once by
looking at the comutries which +were once filled with
Churches and Christians, all of which have passed away ;
and to the state of Europe, which is overrun with infi-
delity and superstition. 'The professing Clurch is the
vine of the earth ;* and as such professes to bear fruit.—
Christ will come to seek fruit, and when He comes He
will find none, just as e found none in the Jews: and
the fearful end is stated in Rev. xiv. 18, that it is cut
down, according to the threatening in Eom. xi. and
““ gast into the great wine-press of the wrath of God.™t

% “Vine of the earth,” Rev. xiv, 18. Tt is very impor-
tant to attend to this awful passage. The vine iz always
used as the symbel of that which professes to bear fruit
unto God in the earth. It is first applied to the Jewish
body.—* The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of
Israel, and the men of Judeh His pleusant plant.”—Then
to the * true vine," even the Lord Jesus Christ.—And last-
ly, to those who profess to be His representatives during
His absence; i. e. the professing Gentile body, which is
here called the vine of the earth, whose clusters are cast into
the wine-press of the wrath of God: for which reason it
cannot mean the eleet Chureh, for the elect Church never
perishes.  [See the following note on the application of the
term “ vine of the earth.” Eb.]

1 [In speaking of the Church theve are always two things
to be distinguished ; those who ere really the elect of God,
and these whe may profess to belong to Him, but who really *
do not. In speaking of the professing Church, it would
imply the great body of those who eall themselves Cliris-
tigns, in the midst of whom there are found real believers
in the Lord Jesus, who are sheltered from il destruction
by His blood. In the sense only of a great proféssing body
can we apply the neme of Church to that which is spoken
of in Romans xi. as being eut off.  This is not the piace to
go farther into an examination of that chepter, it will suf
fice to call attention to its genweral bearing as has been
done above. But the use made of the expression  vine of
he earth " requires a farther remarl ;—this Las to be ve-
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To discover the present state of the Church we miust
bring its present condition into divect and actual com-
parison with its state as shewn in Seripture ; which
atone will shew how far she has kept her proper ground,
It will be useless to compare it with any intervening
period, for the appeal can enly be made to what it once
was ; and thus the differsnce is seen. 'What then was
the Charch of God in its proper standing before Him ?
It was founded upon the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
which was the birth-moment of the Church; not when
He was in the days of His flesh, but afterwards—at His
resurrection ; when He was able to call His disciples
brethren, and to say “my Father and your Father, my
God and your God.” (John xx. 17)) God has ever
progressively manifested Himself to His people.—To
Albram He was made known as the Almighty God; to
Isracl as Jehovah (Txodus vi, 3:) and only in this
dispensation is He revealed as Father—This is the
dispensation of sons.  7T'o be of the Church is to say, 1
am a son; so that although John was the greatest of

garded s something yet farther advanced in evil than the
wild olive branches which do not continue in God's good-
ness:—a result of the corruption of the Chureh, and not
the corrupt Church itself. See the question of Thursday
evening, Just so there was such a thing as corruption in
Tsrael at various periods, for instance in the days of Heze-
kigh ; but such corruptions and those involved in them
would materially differ from worshippers of Baal; those
who had rezounced Jehovah of Hosts both in heart and in
ngme. I should prefer stating it :—OQut of the professing
Church in & certain portion of the world will the vine of the
earth spring, when evil shall in that part of it have reached
such a height that the name of Christ is rejected, and it
claims ho longer to be of the Churel in any sense, Tts
Jjudgment will be according to the height of the indquity
which it will have reached, and this is the end to which in
a large portion of the earth, corvuption of Chuistianity
is flowing onward, Enb.]
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prophets, yet ** the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater thanhe.” "The Spirit of adoption is the peculiar
characteristic of Christians ; and therefore we find (Gal.
iv.) that * because they ave sons, God has sent into their
hearts the Spirit of His Son.”—And this is the baptism
of the Spirkt, whick is the main distinction between this
and the former dispensation. The Church then, as
having died in Chmnist and risen again in Him, * are
set down with Him in heavenly places.”—This was its
calling; it was put in a position of power, and a position
elso in which, following Jesus, would lead to suffering.

I.—The Church with this standing and character,
was placed in the world ; they were unifed as those who
had risen with Christ, and had forgiveness through His
blood. Let us next inquire inte the detail of their
arrangements as ordered by the Lord —And first what
gave atitle to fellowship with them? Now the simple
title to have fellowship with them was, the confession of
the Lamb slain for sin; they had no other test—=if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved :" an individual, if he did
not belie his confession, was received directly. The
blood of the Lamb which brought them nigh to Ged,
was that which brought them nigh to one another,
Here was the broad ground of their fellowship as
brethren.

IL.—The next thing to be noticed is, that they did
not reject the weak; the Church was intended to be the
nursing place for suck, it was for the weak and not, for
the strong,— him that is weak in the faith receive ye,
but not to doubtful disputstions.” (Rom. xiv.)

III.—The preservation of the Church in its purity,
was through the exercise of discipline ; they kept away
all who walked disorderly. It would be sufficient to
quote one single passage from the Ipistle to the
Thessalonians,—**now we command you brethren, in
the name of owr Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
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yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly.”s
Again, John, in bis 2nd Epstle, speaks of those who were
not even to be received into their house, much less at the
table of the Lord. Paul commands the Corinthians, if
any man that is called a brother be covetous, “ with such
an one no not to eat;” and they were enjoined to purge
out the old leaver, When they had so put away the
wicked person, be commends them as having appreved
themselves to be clear in this matter. The thing to be
met by discipline was manilested ovil; for the Church
is the place of righteousness, but it judges not the
Leart. The Church is the place of righteous judgment,
—not g0 the world ; for man’s law tolerates covetous-
ness, but God says *with such an one no not to eat:”
therefore, on this ground alone, it is impossible for the
world to legislate for the Church.

Ancther point is, they were ordered to be gathered,—
“to assemble themselves together,” that they might
edify one another in love; the 4th of Ephes. shews the
proper gathering of the Church together,—omne hody,
one Spivit, one hope in which they ars called; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, onc God and Father of
all. For the purpose of mutval edification, different
gifts had been given,—Pastors, Teachers, &e. for the
Church; Evangelists not for the Church, but for the
world. All these different offices were ordered by
Chuist, that His Church might be brought into unity,
the one thing for which He prayed—-* that they all may
e one, as thou 1¥ather art in me and T in thee, that the
world may Dbelieve that thou hast sent me.” Hecret
union was not enough; it was to be manifested union
that the world should kuow, and the world could ve-

* [t may be fairty questioned whether this passage ap-
plies to excommunicatory discipline; it rather relates to
internal conduct within the Lody. Dut there are enough
Seriptures (sueh as 1 Cor. v. 11—13,) which prove Leyond
all question how the Chureh is called on to act in excom-
municatory diseipline is cases of proved sin wheve there is
no repentance. Ep.]
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cognize nothing else; union that they might meet, and
that they might edify one another in love. Thus the
Apostle in many places desires that they may have
unity of knowledge.

And whai the uniiy of the Church sotually was, we
learn from Acts iv. “they were of one heart and one
soul; none said that aught of the things which he
possessed was his own, and great grace was upon them
all.” Again, they were to edify oNE ANOTHER ; the
place of Pastor or Teacher was not confined to one
individual only, but each exercised his own gift for the
profit of all; a single person could not filk all the
offices. The Scripture i3 most clear on this, ** the
roanifestation of the Spirit is given to every man, to
profit withal; for to one is given by the Spirit, the
word of wisdom ; to ancther the word of knowledgs, by
the same Spirit; to another faith, by the same Spirit.”
&e.  # Let the Prophets® speak two or three, and let
the others judge; for ye may all prophecy one by one,
that all may learn, and that all may be ecomforted.”
And again, “are all Aposiles? are all Prophets ? are
all Teachers?” &e. (1 Cor. =mii) These and other
passages shew that the Spirit was Soversign in the
Church ; free course was given to it, nor was it re-
strained by any arbitrary rules, or mere order in the
flesh, only by this one-—¢ the spirits of the Prophets
are subject to the Prophets.” There were no precon-
certed arrangements to preclude the Spirit's having free
course ; and it is important here to mnote, that this
character of order and edification was not necessarily
connected with what are termed the extraordinary
gifts ; for the Holy Spirit was given as & person to the
Church, to abide with them always to the end, as He
even now abideth in each member of the body of Chuist;

* A Prophet was one who spoke to edification, or exhor-
tation, or comfort (See 1 Cor. xiv. 3.) There are many
such even now.
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and does give to one the word of wisdom, to another the
word of knowledge, to ancther the gift of prayer; every
giftneedful for edification, even though for certainreasons
He haswithdrawn those which once made the Church a
wonder to the world, yet He has not forsaken the poor
of the flock. In faect, if the Spirit was withdrawn,
there would be no Church at all, visible or invisible, a
thing most important to be remembered and realized in
the present day. The abiding presence of the Spirit
in the heliever, ought to be & matter of far greater faith
than it is.

The end for which the Church fnet in this peculiar
way, was, that they might be strengthened, not for this
world, but for resurrection glory: to wait for the Lord
from heaven. In the former dispensation believers had
been taught to expect earthly privileges; but now
Christ was rejected, and the Bpirit led from the world
to Him. They had but one hope, and that in heaven;
the course of this world is stated in Scripture to be un-
der “the prince of the power of the air;” they were
taken out of that course, “and their life was hid with
Christ in God.” It was their distinetive privilege and
blessing to have mo esrthly power or glory; nor is
there one place in Scripture where they are enjoined to
wait for any thing bui the Son from heaven; till that
time, their place was to sufler, to be the few amongst
many who took the broad road; nor were they left here
to make the world the Church, but to gather out of the
world into the ark which God had appointed. To the
wnld they were to be God's wiiness, and therefore
distinet from the world, or there would have been no
witness. Onc other thing to be considered is, the way
in which they were to be governed, they had one Head,
one Bishop, one High Priest, even Christ; they them-
selves were priests to God : to some amongst them gifts
were given to rule, and in them the government of the
Church was vested, as may be seen from Acts xv. where
it is stated, thatthe Apostles and Kiders came together
“to consider the question” at issue, ver. 6, whilst in
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ver, 23, the decision is given as the judgment of the
Apostles, and Elders, and Brethwen, They were ruled
by Elders, the general name including all in authority ;
these ruled and laboured in the word, and the flock as
under them were to be fed and governed. The reason
of this is evident, every one knows what is the resuit if
people rule themselves; but it is the people whe are to
be governed, and not the people who are to govern;
for then the many would deterntine what they would or
would not learn, and every question would be decided by
the opinion of the majority, who would necessarily in
every case be the least spiritual; but the ILllders as
shepherds led thera on, and the others followed.

The Church did not long continue in this state: it
needs only to compare its present condition with its
character and order as above stated, to shew that now
it does not agree with it in one single particular.—
*“ While men slept the enemy sowed the taves.” Many,
it may be, will argue « priori against the standing fact
of the apostasy,* which actually took place, as though

# [There are some terms which require definition as to
the sense in which they are used. Apostasy may be used
as implying a departure from & condition in which a thing
was set, and from the principles necessary to that condition,
or it may be used of the entive renunciation in word as
well as in heart and practice, of all that related to such a
condition. This latter is Apostasy in its full sense, and in

.2 Thes. ii. it is called “ ¢he Apostasy” (in our translation
inaceurately  a falling away;") just so in 1 Jobhn ii. we
find ¢ the Antichrist” mentioned, sndthat too in contrast to
“ many Antichrists.” Some ambiguity would have been
avoided if it had been restricted in use to this sense. In
many countries the Apostasy will take place when God end
Christ will be alike disowned, (sce the question of Thursday
evening.) In the sense of the admission of eorruption and
the departure from the standard laid down by God in prin-
ciplo and practice, an Apostasy has indeed come in ; this is
the sense in which it has been used above, this is what we
see around us :—the Tares have been sowed smongst the
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the promise of Christ *“Le I am with you always,”
must in this case have failed ; but the declension is not
only prophesied of in the Eipistles, but all the seeds of
the future evil are clearly disclosed in them. And these,
like 80 many tributary streams, found their way into cne
mighty cwwent, and gradually bore the Church away
from the position in which it was originally placed.—
The history of the three first centuries is an illustration
of this.—We see there how the mischiefs which had
begun in the very days of the Apostles—Divisions,
Heresies, Judaizing, Philosophy, and vain deceit ; self
exaltation, false teaching, holding the truth in licen-
tiousness, and the absurd wanderings of the human
intellect,—all rapidly grew wp.—But worldly glory was
the last of all.—The Church had been corrupted within ;
the foundation had been undermined : her union in the
reswrrection of Christ was forgotten; and when the
barriers with which God hed surrounded her were
subverted, the world found an easy entrance. What
was the apostasy of the Jews? It was this—*they
were mingled among the heathen, and learned their
works.” The Church did the same thing; and this is
the essence of its apostasy—the true secret of its fall;
for apostasy is departure from the standard laid down
by God in principle and practice. We may remark
that as scon as the Spirit ceased to be amongst them,
giving real moral power, that men began to claim
orriclaL anthority from the ordination of men.

The period of Constantine, perhaps, maybe fixed on
as the consummation of the Church's fall ; for then first
it became possessed of legalized power, and professedly
ceased to be distinctively separate from the world.

wheat ; both will grow together till the harvest: the evils
connected with this are the practical evils now surrounding
the real children of God :—tbey have to testify and to act
with regard to these es present things, while they are also
responsible for giving warning as to the more fearful things
yet before us. Ep.)

¢
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The apestasy was finally bronght into 8 systematie
form in Popery. It is not intended to enter into the
character of the Roman system. There are however
three features which should be noticed, pre-eminently
distinguishable in Popery; but which, wherever found,
are sure signs of apostasy.—

I.—The world 1s identified with the Church.

II.—The constitution, rites, &e. of the Christian
Church, which is elected and spairitual, is founded on the
modlel of the antient Fewish system, which was national
and vudward.

I11.—Official appointment or ordination is considered
to bestow authority, althougl every spiritwal and moral
qualification be wanting.

These three evil features are found as decidedly in
modern national systems, as in the Church of Rome.
With respect to ordination, it may be observed that
ordination from an Apostle himself conld not be recog-
nized, if the moral and spiritual’ qualifications, as
detailed in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, were
wanting. And it is deeply important to remember, that
he whe recognizes ordination as giving authority to any
whom the Spirit has not qualitied, does so far sanction
and link himself to apostasy.

With respect to the second point, sufficient has been
said ; only it may be observed that all national systems
have been besed upon the supposed resemblance between
the Christian and Jewish systems, which however are
so totally dissimilar, that the principle of the last dis-
pensation becomes apostasy in this. The Jewish system
was indended to be of this warld,

At the Reformation the principles of individual sal-
vation were recovered; but the Reformation did not
take the systems out of the world, but lelt them where
they were before. And this point is of infinite im-
pertance.—The true view of our present state depends
upon it.  There was then no gathering of Grod's children
together out of the world. The world was still allowed
to clothe itself with the garments of the Church.
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But to come more immediately to our present state.—
National establishments are not, lhike the early
Churches, united on the ground of belonging to Christ
rejected, and visen out of the world becanse He was
disowned by 1t: but their very principle is to rvecelve
the world, and call it by the name of Christ.

IT.—Xational establishments do not, like the early
Churches, * receive the weak ;” for unseriptural enact-
ments have cut off many followers of Jesus, who have
stumbled at the enforcement of things not enjoined by
God.

IIT.—They do not like the enrly Clurches, *assem-
ble themselves together,” but they assemble with the
world.

IV.—The early Churches were commanded not to
raceive, even at & common table, any who, being called
a brother, was covetous, (1 Cor. . 11,} or in any way
unworthy, or who abede not in the true faith, (2 John 1.
10 :) but national Churches receive such, even at the
table of the Lord, te partake of the oxE bread.

V.—They altogether hinder the free course of the Spirit.
In the early Churches all, whom the Spirit had quali-
fied, were allowed to speak, ““one by one, that all might
learn, and all might be comforted.” {1 Cor xiv. 81.}
In pational Churches none are allowed to speak except
one, who professes to have the full authority of the
Holy Spirit, though he may have been appoeiuted only
by man, and have no spiritzal or even moral qualifica-
tion whatsoever.

What would an Apostle say to these things? Every
thing which he lad forbidden, would ke found to be
done ; and every thing which he had commanded, would
be found wndone. What is aposiasy, except departurc
in principle and practice from the directions of Grod ?

There are other systems free from many evils which
are professedly of the world; but they do not meet the
vequirements of Christ; they would not stand if tred
by the test of Seripture.

[
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In the first place many are not based on the broad
principle of Christian brotherheod, but are gathered on
some peculiar and sectarian principle of their own.—

I.—They are not ready to receive the weak.

JX.—There are some which professedly receive the
world.

I1T.—Almost all hinder the free course of the Spirit,
so that their arrangements also would be destroyed by
His presence in power ;—andthis by arbitrary appoint-
ments, by confining the edification of the body to one
individual, as though the Spirit dwelt only in him.
Moreover, this appointment comes not from those who
are delegated by Ged, but from themselves, by the
election of those who ought to be governed : and, lastly,
instead of there being * Elders who rule,” (1 Tim. v.
17, Heb. xiii. 17) we find Churches governing themselves,

IV.—They recognize what the Secripture doth not
recognize—a separate body; adherence to which, im-
plies separation from every other. And thus the
growth of all is necessarily hindered from want of
mutusl edifieation, and from being practically cut off
from the instruction of others. The Seripture recog-
nizes no separate body; it knows .of no membership
except of * the body of Christ.”

No wonder then that there is little consistent union
of Christians—little acting together in contradistinction
to the world, And this is the real question—the ques-
tion at issue between God and the Church-—the thing
by which believers are tried now,—whether the power
of the Spirit to unite, or the bonds which men have
formed, be the stronger. God’s Spirit is a uniting
Spirit ; and if it had free course, would bring Christians
together into one; but they allow circumstances to over-
come its blessed power, and are content to be divided
from one ancother amongst predominating messes of
those who own nothing of Christianity but the name.

The Church has forgotten that its only hope is in the
resurrection ; and as a natural consequence, is looking
for reat upon the earth: but if there iz to he a time
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when the Church is to have such rest on the earth, God
has not said so in His word ; for that speaks only of the
numbers being few, the way being narrow, iniguity
abounding, and a latter day of unexampled apostasy.

The Church has lost her power and her unity. Tt is
true there is no remedy for the dispensation at large,
but there is still blessing in union for those who desire
to reject all ‘that is of the world, and to mest as risen
with Christ; and these, however few, will be still in the
place of every possible blessing. The Lord Jesus still
feeds *“the poor of the flock.”. Whatsoever therefore
hinders the union of Christians by throwing obstacles in
their way, by enforcing authority which is not of Gad,
sins agatust Clyist; and every system of man does this.
If Christians stand together, it wmust be by the Spirit
alone. There i3 indeed no Apostle to give the vutward
appointment.—This was broken off in the apostasy ; but
whenever the Spirit is given, they who are spiritual
will recognize it, whether as Evangelists, Pastors, or
Teachers.—But better would it be for them to break in
pieces than to be kept together by man.

The Holy Spirit has not left the Church: He has
been grieved, hut He has not departed ; otherwise there
would be no Church at all. The promise still remains,
—* Wheresoever two or three are gathered together
in my name there am I in the midst of them:” and the
blessing of His presence will be known just in propor-
tion as 1t is looked for and depended on. It is still
possible to meet together and follow His commandments
to the very letter: and although those gifts may be
withdrawn which formerly made the Church a wonder
to the world, yet facts sufficiently shew that the gifts
of teaching and of speaking to exhortation and comfoxt,
with many others, are still continued in their mensure ;
and it is these which the * poor of the flock” esteem
most precious, as contributing to thelr growth and
instruction in righteonsness.

* It should be remembered that the distinetion betweer
ordinary and extraordinary gifis is utterly unfounded. It
¢ 3
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In conclusion, the statements may be summed uap
thus,—If when the Gospel was first preached, & heathen
had sought to know what Christianity practically was,
he would have found a faithful exhibition of its charac-
ter in the Churches at Antioch or Jerusalem. But the
position which was formerly occupied by them is now
occupied by the nations of Christendom. From them
the heathen have to Tearn what Christianity practically
is.
Under the figure of the olive-branch (Rom. xi) and
the vine, whose clusters are to be cast into the wine-
press of wrath, God has recognized the nations as stand-
ing in this responsible position. He has also foretold
what the end will be; and facts sufficiently shew how
fearfully the present state of the professing Gentile body
agrees with the predicted end.

It could not be supposed that the Gentile body at
large would recognize its own apostasy; but it might
have been expected of the “remmant according to the
election of grace.”—Yet even they sanction the apostasy,
or separate on self-chosen principles; which are, more
or less, inconsistent with the written requiremsnts of
God.

Apostasy can alone account for the present position of
the Gentile remnant—umited with aliens and separated
from one another.

Obedience to the word and unsnimity in following out
ite requirernents, might yet bring us into & position where
we should cease to offend, and find that although Besu-

is quite as mirpculous, quite as conirary to the course of
nature, for a sinner to be enabled to speak *the word of
wisdom and the word of knowledge,” as for him te heal the
sick or restore the blind. [But still it must not forgotten
that thers is an important visible difference between the
one ¢lass of gifts and the other. If the terms extraordinary
end miraculous are used as expressing the gifts which once
made the Church a wonder to the world, their use need not
be objected to. Ev.]
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ty and strength may have departed, yet that it is still
possible, even in wealkness, to keep ** the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of pesce;” assuming no authority,
bat looking only to the Holy Spirit to provide what is
needed, accerding as the time requires.

TUESDAY.

Question—Or what future events have we predictions
in the Book of Psalms?

Our minds are perhaps accustomed to shrink back from
inquiry into the future. Yet this betrays a sad want
of confidence in God, who surely -has revealed nothing
that does not tend to our *instruction in rightecus-
ness;"’ who tells us that it is now “night,” but that
prophecy is “a light shining in a dark place, until the
day dawn.”

There is much discouragement in bringing such sub-
jects before the Church at present, on account of its
selfishness. We are so accustomed to regard as im-
portant those things which affect ourselves individually ;
and are so little able to be interested in the truths of
God for their own sake.—Yet He who knoweth our
frame, says, *“ add to your faith kmowledge.” Our want
of knowledge may cause us to be a grievous stumbling
block in the way of others, even though we may be
unconseious of its being an hindrance to ourselves.

The book of Psalms was once & bock of prophecy,
altogether unfulfilled. To us part has been fulfilled;
though by far the greater part remains unaccomplished.
As o whole they prophetically refer to the position in
which God and man respectively stand to each other till
the conclusion of the earth's history; especially un-
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folding what & mere narrative of facts could not unfold
—the secret feelings of those who are acting or suffer-
ing in the circumstances refsrred te. In the other
parts of Seripture the circumstances are recorded as
facts: in the Psalms the moral comment on them is
given,

For example ; one of the most inferesting relations
in which man has ever stood towards God, was that of
the Yord Jesus living as The perfect Man in the midst
of gurrounding evil. —The facts of His life are given in
the gospels. In the Psalms we find the secret ex-
perience of His soul, together with God’s estimate of
His service, and His sentence of blessing.—* Blessed
is the man who hath net walked in the counsel of the
ungodly.” (Ps. 1.} *“Because he hath set his love upon
me, therefore will I deliver Him; I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name,” &e. (Ps. xcl.)

The Psalms which describe the moral perfectness of
Christ ag the second Adam, or more characteristically
His righteousness, as the seed of Abraham, born under
the law, were of course all future and unfulfilled until
His incarnation.—Primarily, and in strictness of inter-
pretation, they belong to Him alone, who only could say,
as in the presence of God—*In innocency have I
washed my hands, and so will I compass thine altar.”
(Ps. xxvi. 6.) But in a secondary and subordinate
sense, they admit of being applied through Him, who
is essentially the Bon, to those who are sons by adoption
and led by His Spirit. This is mentioned in order to
illustrate the principle on which the Seriptures are
uniformly written. The Holy Spirit describes the
greatest event in each particular clags; and in de-
scribing the greater comprehends the less. What may
be interpreted of Christ, may be applied in principle to
any who follow in His steps.

The Psalms then whick have already received their
great fulfilment are—

# 1, e. Other subordinate fulfilments mey yet remain.
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Those which refer to the humiliation of the Lord
Jesus—His sufferings and perfect righteousnesé, both
as the second Adam and the seed of Abrsham. This
may be called the first division of the Psalms.

The second division comprehends those Psalms which
refer to any of the present relations of man to God,
which are these ;—

I.—Christ, as the rejected Man, sitting at the right
hand of the Father, and expecting i1l His enemies be
made His footstool.

I1.—The state of those who, as described in the 7th
of the Romans, are feeling after “peace and righteous-
ness ;" but find themselves to be, after every effort,
nothing better that * lost sheep,” for want of the know-
ledge of the cross of Jesus.*

% The 119th Psalm is of this charscter. Ii appears pri-
marily to deseribe the state of one who is ready to surrender
every thing if he could reach God: but finds himself, after
every effort, & lost sheep.” Tt was not so with Christ:
neither eould it be sald of Him * Befors [ was afflicted
I went astray, but now have I kept thy word” (ver. 67.)
Christ never went astray.—He could say, in reference to the
to the iniguities of otliers which he was Learing as His
own, “ Mine iniquities have taken fast hold upon me, so
that I am not able to ook up; they are more than the
hairs of my head.” He telt the full burdenr of these iniqui-
ties, but they never caused Him to go astray. [This Remark
on the apphication Ps. cxix. rests entirely upon the supposed
meaning of verses 67 and 176. Every other part of the
Psulm may be felt by the Christian as applying rightly and
fully to Him who could say * By the words of thy lips I
have kept from the paths of the destroyer;” whose delight
was in the law of the Lord, and who meditated in His law
day and night. But these two verses present no real diffi-
eulty : in ver 176, I have gone astray” is part of the
same verh, which is used in Gen. xx. 13, * when God caused
me to wander;” a going astray or wandering in a sinful
sense is by no means conveyed by the word; Abraham was
led of Grod to be & stranger und pilgrim, and so was Jesus
in this world;—the term *“g lost sheep” is rather “a
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III.—The state of those who have found redemption
and tlie righteousness of faith.—* Blessed is he whese
iniguities are forgiven and whose sin is covered.”

These are the three relations of interest that are at
present exhibited between God and man.

The third division of the Psalms comprehends those
which are yet foture. We must judge of the mede of
their fulfilment by examining the manner it which the
past bave bean fulfilled.

Now the past have been fulfilled with the most
minute and literal exactness. Let us look at the 23nd
ad 69th Psalms.—* My God, my {7od, why hast thou
forsaken me?” <“The assembly of the wicked have
enclosed me, they pierced my hands and my foet ; they
part my garments among them and cast lots npon my
vesture.” **The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up;
and the reproaches of them that reproached thee have
fallen wpon me.” ““They gave me gall for my wmeat,
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” Al
these things have been litcrally fulfilled with the most
winute accuracy. We thevefore except the same kind
of fulfillment for the wnfulfiled predictions in these
sume Psalms, viz.—that ¢ God will save Zion and build
the cities of Judah, that they may dwell there and have
it in possession.” Al the ends of the world shall
remember and turn unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before Thes." (Ps. xxii. 27.)

perishing sheep.” It is said of us, *“ All we like sheep have
gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way ;" this
turning to our own ways marks there the character of the
wandering ; but Jesus never turned to iis own ways, or
10 any ways which were not wholly pleasing to the Father,
to whom His will was subjected. The expression * I went
astray,” in ver. 6%, is rather “I was ignorant” or unin-
structed ; Jesus bad to ¥ learn obedience by the things that
He suffeved ;" not that He ever Lad disobedience of spirit,
but He had to learn what obedisnes was, and this teo up to
the very end of the cowrse of His earthly service ;—He wag
instructed in the path of service in whicl: He was led. Ep.]
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We expect literal fullilment for this and every ve-
maining prediction. We have next to inquire what the
remaining predictions are.  The Psalms which contain
them make up the third and most numerous class, and
refer to the remaining relations of interest in which man
will be found in reference to God. They are histeri-
cally described in other parts of Scripture; lut before
we state what they are, we wonld mention one very
important fact, viz.—that since the call of Alraham,
there has been no crisis in the history of the earth, nor
any personal manifestation of God wncennected with
Jerusalem.

The fulfilled events noticed in the Psalms occurred
at Jerusalem.  And so will the futuve likewise ; so true
is the principle of the Apostle which he advances in
quoting from the Psalms, * whatsoever the law saith,
it saith to those who are under the law,” i. e. the Jews.
In them every predietion will find a definite fulfilment.

The remaining predictions refer to the Gentiles in
connexion with Jerusalent :~—and to the Jews. The
Gentiles have possessed the power and glory .of the
earth since the time of Nebuchadnezzar, when Jerusa-
lem legan to be trodden down. Dut not enly so, they
have since assumed the position of being the witness of
God. They have become the vine of the earth. (See
note page 6,) [and also the note there added.] Their
position is therefore one of awfol interest,

On the other hand the Jews, although they have
stumbled through unbelief, are still beloved for the
fathers’ sakes.” The relative position of these two
bodies towards God and towards each other, at the
close of this present age,* is the great subject of pro-
phetic vision.

# The “ present age,” {Gal. i) cannot end until Sutan is
personally bound and cast into the bettomless pit. * The
whole creation groancth and travaileth in pain together un-
til then.”
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The Prophets frequently speak of the * Time of the
end ;" and of the “last end of the indignation against
Jerusalem.” They tell us what the features of that
time will be ; and they are these:—

o I—The Jews still remaining in unbelief, will be
nationally re-established in Jerusalem ; where they will
again be surrounded by their Gentile enemies, and
brought inte such a state of suffering as they have not
hitherte experienced. This is shewn by the 12th and
14th of Zechariah and the 3rd of Joel.

JT.—Tt will be the period at which Gentile and Jew-
ish apostasy are both consummated under THE ANTI-
cHRIST ; Who, it is said, shall plant the tabernacles of
his palaces on the gloricus Holy mountain, i. e. Mount
Zion. The moral character of His power is frequently
referred to in the Psalms,—for example in Ps. x. we
have one described as the wicked, by way of pre-emi-
nence : for the word is in the singular throughout, an-
swering to that in 2 Thes. ii. ** Then shall the Wicleed (or
Lawless One) be revealed;” “he boasteth of his heart’s
desire, blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth :
Grod is not in all his thoughts ; as for his enemies he
puffeth at them : he hath said in his heart I shall never
be moved,” & His seducing arts (for he comes with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness) are detailed in ver.
8—10., The moral character of the Gentile confedera-
cy under him is described in Ps. xii. marking the apos-
tasy noted in 2 Pet. ii. 18, 19, “ Men speaking great
swelling words of vanity ;” and Jude 15, 16. It is fully
admitted that these descriptions of man's depravity are,
in prineciple, applicable at all times; but there is yet to
be a time of their full developement, specifically denomui-
nated in the Scripture of the New Testament as the
*last time ” and * last days.™*

IT1.—Whilst the greater part of the Jews are carried
sway by the delusion of him whose * coming will be

# See the question of Thursday evening.
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after the working of Batan, with ell signg and powe
and lying wonders,” there will be a remnant faithful
to the God of their fathers. They are expressly re-
ferred to in the last chapter of Isaiah; the commence.
ment of which describes the chavacter of Jewish
iniquity at the time immediately preceding their final
and thergfore future deliverance. The faithful remmant
are recognised in this verse,— Hear the word of the
Loxd, ye thati tremble at His word ; Your brethren that
hated yow, that cast you out for my name's salke, said,
Let the Yord be glovified ; but He shall appear to your
oy and they shall be ashamed.™

It it this rempant who will 4se the peniiential
Psalms.—1hey will stand in circumstances in measure
similer to those of the Lord Jesus, who was the great
sufferer from Gentile and Jewish viclence ; and there-
fore the same Psalms which pertain to Him, describe
the suffering of the Jewish remnant in the time of the
final triumph of man’s ungodliness, We have in
Ps. cii. a remarkable instance of the way in which the
hamiliation of Jesus is extended till the restoration of
Zion. As 1o earthly glory He is yet an Expectant;

% [In speaking of the latter day, there are fwo remnants ;
the one a Christian Rempant, and the other, simply a Jew-
ish Remnant. Both of these will he found as broughi
before us in the Seripture ; to the former would belong such
Psalms as we can now apply to ourselves; to the latter
such as Ixxiv. lxxix. lsxx. The former are simply a part
of the Church, a portion of whorn, Jews by nation, but one
with us by faith in Christ, will be found in Jerusslem to-
wards the closing scenes of this dispensation ;—these would
come under the definition used by the Apostle Paul in
Rom. xi- “ the remnant according to the election of grace,”
for this includes all of Israel who believe while the nation
at large is in blindness, The Jewish reninant are those
who are preserved from worship}u_'ing Antichrist, and who
are converted when they see the Lord come in glory ;—they
are blessed on the earth; in Isa. x. they are mentioned as
* the remnant that shell return,” Eb.]

i’
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His name is exalted above all hesvens, but still
despised and cutcast on the earth, In their grent trial,
the godly remnant in Jerusalem will in measure be
able to use His words—“Thou shalt arise and have
merey upon Zion; for the time to favour her, yea, the
get time is come; for thy servants take pleasure in her
stones and favour the dust thereof.” (ver. 13, 14.) So
again we find many Psalms of a character similar to
Ps. xi. in that time when the question shall be asked,
« If the foundations be destrayed, what can the rightecus
do?” and in Ps. xii. the cry of the remnant causes the
Lord to arise, to awake as one out of sleep:— Help
Lord! for the godly man ceaseth, for the furthfnl fail
from among the children of men.” “For the oppres-
gion of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will
I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety from
him that puffeth at him.” (ver. 5.)

IV.—It is revealsd in many parts of Scripture, that
Jerusalem is to be finally delivered at the time when the
natlons are gathered together against it. Let us turn
to Zech. xii. 2, * Behold I will make Jernsalem a eup
of trembling unto all the people round about, wnEx
THEY SHALL BE In THE #iEGE both against Judah and
against Jerusidem ;% and in that day will I make Jeru-
salem: a burdensome stone for all pevple; all they that
burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though
all the people of the earth he gathered together against
it.” And again, * Behold T will gather all nations
against Jerusalem to battle; THEN slm]l the Lord go
forth and fight against those nations.” (see also Joel 11)
This rra.theunrv of the nations is distinetly referred to
in moany of the Psalms, and also the purpose which

% [This wonld lie more eorrectly rendered,—*' And also
agninst Judah shall it be in the seige against Jerusalem.”
Oue peculiar feature of the penod will be that a portlon of
Judaly will have united itsclf to the besiegers :—in ver. 5, we
find that their hearts are turned, and in ‘the following verse
they aid in the destruction of the oppressing hosts.  Fn.]
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they meditate. “ O God, the heathen are come into
thine inheritance ; thy holy temple have they defiled ;
they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.”

“ We have become a veproach to our meighbours, a
scorn and a dexision to them that are round about us.”*
(Ps. Ixxix.)

“ Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up thy strength and come and save us.” (Ps. Ixxx.)

« For lo thine enemies make a tumult, and they that
hate thee have lifted up the head: they have taken
crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against
thy hidden ones: they have said, Come and let us cut
them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel
be no more had in remembrance; for they have con-
sulted together, with one consent they are confederate
against thee.” (Psalm Ixxxiii. see also Ps. xliv. lxxiv.)

V.—When extreme affliction shall extort from Jeru-
salem the penitential cry, *tHES the Lord will be
jealous for His land and pity His people.”—This is
written in Joel H. 17, 18, and in other prophets. *His
fect shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives.
—The Lord my God shall come and all His saints with
thee." (Zech. xiv.} ‘* A voice of noise from the city, a
voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord, that render-
eth recompence to His enemies.” This manifestation
of the TLord is veferred to in very many Pyalms.—
“Thou hast maintained my right and my canse; thou
satest in the throne judging right; thou hast rebuked

# This Psalm must refer to a yet future siege of Jerusa-
lem, because of their repentance expressed in ver. &, 8, 9,
“How long Lord wili thou be angry, for ever? shall thy
jealousy burn like fire? O remember not against us form-
er iniquities ; let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us,
for we are brought very low, Haelp us, O God of our salva-
tiont, for the glory of thy name, and deliver us, and purge
away our sins for thy name’s sake.” A repentanece which
has never lLeen exhibited in any former calamity of the
kind.

' D 2
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the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast
put out their name for ever and ever." (Ps. ix. 4, 5,
&c. and 16—18, Ps. xviii laxviii. 65, 66.) The great
end is to exalt the Lord by judgment.—* That men
may koow that Thou whose name alone is Jehovah art
the Most High over all the earth.”

It is writien in many of the prophets that, after this
act of judgment, the will of the Lord shall begin to be
done on earth as it is done in heaven. We find it so in
Zephaniah,— Wherefore wait ye upon me, saith the
Lord, (addressing Jerusalem) until the day that I rise
ap to the prey; for my determination is to gather the
nations that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon
them mine indignation, even all: my fierce anger; for
all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy ; THEN will I turn to the peopls a pure lan-
guage, that they may. all call upon. the name of the
Lord to serve Him with cne consent.” Again, we find
it written in Zechariah, “In that day (i . when the
Lord shall have. gone. forth against the nations) shall
living waters go forth from Jerusalem, and the Lord
shall be king over all the earth : @ that day shall there
be one Lord, and His name onc.” (Zech. xiv) «O
sing unto the Lord & new song, for He hath done mar-
vellous things: His right hiand and His holy arm
hath gotten “Him the victory. The Lord Rath made
Enown His salvation ; His righteousness hath He openly
showed in the. sight of the heathen: He hath remem-
bered His mercy and His truth towards the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation
of our, God." (Ps. xevili.) “ Say.among. the heathen,
that the Lord reigreth: the woyld also shall be establish-
ed that it shall nos be moved ; He shall rule the people
righteously.” (Ps. xevl) = Come, behold the works. of
the Lord, what desolations He hath made in the earth :
HE maketh wars o cease unte the end of the earth;
HE breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder;
HE burneth. the chariot in the fire. Be still, and knowj
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that T am God: T will be exalted among the heatlten, I
will be exalted in the earth.—The Lord of hosts is with
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.” The glory of His
power as the Son of David, reigning from the river unto
the ends of the earth, and ILis glory as the second Adam,
having all things put under Him—all sheep and oxen,
vea and the beasts of the field,—His glory in both these
characters is largely described in the Psalms, and with
as muech minuteness as His past sufferings. The 8th
Psalm is worthy of especial attention; because, by the
testimony of the Apostle, it describes the character of
what he calls *the world to come:” (Heb. ii.) and he
expressly says that we do not yet see this Psalm fulfilled ;
in other words, that Jesus is not yet clothed with that
specific glory which He is to receive as Son of Man. It
is earthly glory secured in the Lordship of Man—ihe
second Adam. (1 Cor. xv. 27)) <O Lord, our Lord,
how excellent 1s thy name in all the zarTin! who hast
set thy glory above the heavens.” Jesus has already set
His glory above the heavens; but the great point here
set forth is, that His name shall be excellent in all ithe
earth ; and this in the re-assertion of man’s lost domin-
ion, which God had giver him in creation.—* We sce
Jesus crowned with glory and honeur,” but ** we see not
yet all things put under Him.™ The 67th Psalm shows
this same earthly blessing in connection vith Tsraei,—
*“Then shall the earth yield her increase, and God, even
our own God shall blass us ; God shall bless us, and all
the ends of the world shall fear Him.”  What shall
the receiving of them be but life from the dead?”
(Rom. xi. 15.) *Itshall come to pass in that day, saith
the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear
the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn and the
wine, and they shall hear Jezreel."

The trivmphant songs of Jerusalem, when restored,
Is the last division which we intend to mention.
“ When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we
were like them that dream: then was our mouth filled

D3




30

with langhter and our tongue with singing; then said
they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great
things for them.” {Ps. cxxvi) And the great conclud-
ing strain, in the end of the Book, is the accomplish-
ment of that announced in the beginning—the destroy-
ing of the way of the ungodly, and the establishment of
God's King upon His holy hill of Zion. (Ps. exlvi. 10,
cxlvii. 12, cxlix. 2) These are the songs which will
one day be sung by Jerusalem in her glory. They may
be sung in faith by a believer now. He is already
brought into the same covenant of grace which will
bring blessing on Jerusalem then. He is brought into
this covenant now, whilst Christ is rejected :—the Jews
will not be, until Christ is manifested is His glory,
(see Zech. xii.) and therefore neither will have the pri-
vilege of suffering nor of reigning with Him.—*If we
suffer, we shall alse reign with Him,” * Enow ye not
that the saints will judge the world? know ye not that
the gaints will judge angels ?”

It must not be thonght, therefore, that what has been
said deprives the Church of Christ of any of her conso-
lations. If Israel, according to the flesh, is to have
eerthly glory, the Church is to have the heavenly—
even “ a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
The Lord is gone before to prepare for His Church
mansions of resurrection glory; not in the earthly, but
in the heavenly Jerusalem, to which every believer is
already, in spirit, come.

But the inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem are
now, many of them, sojourners in an evil world. It is
expedient for them that they should be forewarned re-
specting its history, that they might not be unwise, but
understand the signs of the times. That they might
find in Jerusalem's sorrow and in Jerusalem’s glory, 4
pattern or illustration or shadow of their own; that they
might know from the history of Jerusalem, that * the
gifts and calling of God are unrepented of.”

The following is the classification which has been
given.—
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L

The first class, or those which have already received
their principal accomplishment, describe the humiliation
of the Lord Jesus, and His righteousness, as the second
Adpm, and as the seed of Abraham.

1L

The second class, or those which are still receiving
their accomplishment, include—

I—Those which deseribe Jesus, waiting at the right
hend of the Father, until His enemies be made His
footstool.

I1.—Those which relate to us as seeking, or having
found, the Bishop of our souls.

I1I.—The third class are, as to their primary fulfil-
ment, altogether future, though capable of being applied
in principle now.—They refer—

1.—To the future gathering of the nations around
Jeruselem. (Ps. Ioxxiil, lxxix. xlviii)

2.—To the manifestation of the Head of the last
apostasy in Jerusalem. (Ps. x. ix.)

8.—To the distress of the godly remnantin Jeru-
salem, and their penitential cry. (Ps. lix. liii)

4—Their deliverance by the manifestation of the
Lord. (Ps. 1 Ps. xcvii. verses 8 & 2.)

5.—The glory of the Lord Jesus as the second Adem,
{Pa. vii.) and as the Son of David. (Ps. Ixxii)

6.—The joy of Jerusalem when the Lord reigneth.
(Pa. xcvi. xovii. xevidi, xcix.)

The earthly Jerusalem and Zion have been frequently
mentioned in the preceding observations. It is impor-
tant to remember that the heavenly Jerusalem and Zion
are also mentioned in the Scriptures; but with charac-
teristics entirely distinet from those of the earthly.

They both denote places.—The earthly Jerusalem and
Ziop denotes that place which has been appropriated by
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God to Israel according to the flesh.—The heavenly
Jerusalem or Zion is the place reserved for the Church,
or those who believe in Jesus; where they will dwell in
reswrection blessedness. The following are some of
the most important pomts of contrast.—

I-—The first has had earthly glory; the second
never,

I1.—The first has had wrath poured onit; the second
never.

‘“The Lord hath accomplished His fury, IHe hath
poured out His fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in
Zion, and it hath devoyred the foundation thereof.”
(Lam. iv, 11.)

Neither the foundations of the Church, nor those of
the heavenly Jerusalem, can be ever devoured, neither
do they ever know wraTH.

IIT.—The earthly Jerusalem will have RESTORED
glory ; the heavenly Jerusalem never,

* The Lord shall inherit Judah, His portion 1 the
holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.” (Zech. iii.)

* It shall come to pass, that like as I have watched
over them to pluck up and to break down,...so will I
watch over them to build and to plant.” {Jer. xxxi. 28.)

The children of Israel shall abide many days in de-
solation; afterward they shall fear the Lord and His
goodness in the latter days. (Hosea iii. §.)

Ezekiel, in the lst chapter, describes the departure
of the glory from Jernsalem; in the 43rd, he sees the
glory return and fill the house. “And He said unto
me, Son of man, the place of my throne and the place of
the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of
the children of Israel for ever; and my holy name
ghall the house of Israel no more defile.”

These and many other passages might be quoted to
show the nEstTorED glory of the earthly city: the hea-
venly cannot have glory restored, hecause it is never
taken away.

IV.—The earthly Jerusalem, when restored, will
have a iemple; the other never.
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The Temple of the earthly Jerusalem, after the glory
is restored, is minutcly described in the concluding
chapters of Ezeldel.

But, of the heavenly Jerusalem it is written, “I saw
no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb axe the templs of it.” (Rev. xxi. 22.)

V.—The earthly Jerusalem, when. restored, will be
enlightened. by the Sun and Mocn.

*The light of the Moeon shall be as the light of the
Bun; and the light of the Sun shall be seven-fold, as
the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth
up the breach of His people, and healeth the stroke of
their wound.” (Is. xxx. 26.)

¢ He (the Messiak). shall have dominion from sea to
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.”

«In His days shall the righteous flourish, and abund-
ance of peace se long as the Moon endureth.” (Ps. lxxil)

But the heavenly Jerusalem it is written, * that it
had no need of the Sun neither of the Moon to shine in
it; and there shall be no night there; and they need no
candle neither the light of the Sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light.” (Rev. xs1, & xxil.)

VI.—In the earthly Jerusalem, even when made the
glorious city of the Great King, there will be death and
the possibility of sin.

“In those days, they shall say no more, The fathers
Liave eaten a sour grape, and-the children’s teeth are set
on edge ; butevery shall die forhis own iniquity ; every one
that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.”
(Jer. xxxi, 29, 30.)

“The child shall dée an hundred years old; buf the
sinner being an hundred years old (i.e. though he be not
elder than.a.child) shall be accursed. Tor as the days
of.a tree shall be the days of my people.”

But of the heavenly J emsalem it is written, * There
shall be- no more curse.” (Rev. xxil.) * Neither shall
there be any more death.,” (Rev. xxi.)

VIIi.—The inhabitants of the glorious earthly Jeru-
salem will have natural:bodies of flesh and blood: There
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will be distinctions between young and old, male and
female, Jew and Gentile.

“Thus saith the Lord : Again there shall be heard
this place...even in the cities of Judah and in the streets
of Jerusalem, the voice of joy and the voice of gludness:
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride;
the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of hosts,
for Hig merey endureth for ever : and of them that shall
bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord.”
“In those days and at thattime, will I cause the Branch
of righteousness to grow up unto David ; and He shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land. In
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall
dwell safely.” (Ter. xxiii. 10, &c.)

“The Gentiles shall come to thy light.” (Is. Ix.)

“The nation that will not serve thee shall perish.”
(Is. 1x.})

«Their seed shall be known among the Gentiles.”
(Is, lxi)

See also Jeremiah xxi1. * Acarw, I will build thee and
thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel. They shall not
sorrow any more. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the
dance, both young men and old together,” &e. &e.

These passages deseribe the earthly Jerusalem when
restored to her final blessedness.—They recognize
marriage, difference of age, difference of nation.

But in the heavenly Jerusalem, ¢ there is ueither
Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Secythian, bond nor free.”
“They shall not marry nor be given in marriage, for
they shall be like the angels in heaven, being the child-
ren of the resurrection.”

The resmrrection glory of the heavenly Jerusalem is
that which belongeth to those who are sanctified by faith
in Jesus. To them the glory of the earthly city (great
and marvetlous as it will be) is among < the former
things which have passed away.” DBut these distinctions
will assist us in rightly dividing the word of truth; and
we shall find that the hour of returning merey to Jeru-
salem below, will be the hour of the manifested glory of
the saints above.




WEDNESDAY."

Question—WHEN was this world given up to Satan
the god of this world? Where since in it has been
God's dwelling-place? Was the dispensation of the
Priesthood of Christ, in its graces, gifts, and hope of
future glory, as proposed to the early Christian Church,
at its foundation among the Jews, identical with that
possessed by the Gentile Christian Church after the re-
Jjection of Israel?

THE present question is one of solerun interest; the
more so hecause we are so little able to estimate its im-
portance—so little able to understand the devices and
power of Satan. There is much need of love and for-
bearance in considering it; and we should be very
watchful concerning this, remembering that a saint of
little knowledge and much love, is far more acceptable
unto God, than a saint of great knowledge but deficient
in love; and that in the latter day, * knowledge will in-
crease” (Dan. xii.) but love diminish. (Matt. xxiv.)
Yet knowledge is very valuable if used in love. Our
object in entering on the consideration of the present
question is, that knowledge may be communicated ; and
though we are very weak and liable to failure, yet God
has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of
lave, and of & sound mind.

The world fell virtually under Batan's soversignty as
soon as Adam transgressed. The whole creation bepan
to groan and travail in pain together. ¥Yet his power
was not absolute ; {or God hindered him in measure.
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Adam when he ate the fruit, was to die; God =aid,
“jn the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
But here is the important distinetion between a thing's
being virtually and actually fulfilled. Although he died
morally, vet as to his natural life, he did not actually die
for many years. The séntonce of death was upon him;
he became possessed of a mortal—i. e. of a dying life;
but it could still be said of him and his posterity, that
“in God they lived, and moved, and had their being.”
God was able to sustain him because of Jesus, otherwise
all would have utterly perishied at that time.

But instead of this, man was immediately placed
undor dispensations of amendment, in order that the
charaeter of the evil which had been introduced, might
be experimentally developed. When this was tried, man
grew worse and worse :—testimony was sent and reject-
ed, and the flood came—Tt came in judgiment on the
ungodly, that future generations might be warned. It
failed however, for men were not amended thereby.

A new dispensation was then introduced. God selee-
ted Abraham; and from that time the history of the
world, i. e. God’s history of the world, became, in other
words, the history of Jerushlem,

In the family of Abraham it was fully triéd how fara
mon like Solomon, net only having uncgquailed power,
and glory, and wisdom, but having 1t by the special be-
stowal of God Himself, was capable 'of so amending the
systems of this world as to fit them sbidingly to bear the
glory.

But utter failure was soon visible. They went frotn
sin to sin, until at, lagt they avowedly rejected Giod, and
professedly teant upon the kings of Assyria for support.
He then withdrew the presence of His glory, and
Ezeliel saw it depari, (Kzek. 1) The Gentiles were
allowed to arise into undisputed sovereignty ; ‘and what
is called by our Lord the * Times of the Gentiles,”
corarmnenced with the reign of Nebuchadneszzar.

Up to this time Gtod had not given up the world to
Satan's power. On the contrary, there was one pecple
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of whom it could be said, *The Lord his God is with
him, and the shout of a king is among them.” (Num.
xxiii. 21.) Their religions and their civil systems were
alike sanctioned by Him. In them and in their kings
He owned earthly power. Their kings were the Lord's
anointed, and for a shori season there was one national
systemn upon earth, accredited by God.

But as soon as the *Times of the Gentiles” com-
menced, earthly power, (although not disowned) was not
owned by God any longer. It was transferred from
Jerusalem to the Gentiles, but the name of God was not
transferred together with it.—On the contrary, the time
of the transfer was the time at which He withdrew the
the presence of His glory from the earth; for Ezckiel
beheld it depart, and it has ever since been hidden in
the heavens. This most important difference between
the Jewish and Gentile glory is strikingly marked in
the repentant words of Israel as prophetically recorded
in Isaiah 1x§ii. 17,—% O Lord, why bast thou made us
to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy
fear 7 Return for thy servants’ sake, the tribes of thine
inheritance.—The pecple of thine holiness have posses-
sed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden
down thy senctuary—we are thine, thou NEVER barest
rule over them, they were not called by thy name.”

But although owned no longer, yet the systems of
earth were not yet professedly rejected as wholly inca-
pable of amendment.*

* Jerusalem (and therefore the earth) waswvirtually rejee-
ted as incapable of amendment, as soon as God had said
* lo-ammi” (not my peopls) and broken “ Beauty,” the first
of His shepherd staves. Yot although the visible glory had
departed, yet for the sake of the remnant, He so remained
03 to be still able to say to Haggai, * My Spirit remaineth
smong youw.” Though “ Benuty” was broken, “ Bands” was
long continued, as intimating to the “poor of the flock”
that His shepherd care over them had not ceased. It is
important to see the mode of God's acting; viz. continuence

E
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Although the glory had departed, yet Jerusalem was
still watched over with pity. It was necessary, because
it had been prophesied, that four Gentile empires should
successively arvise into dominion over it, but the three
first were made rapidly to pass away; and as scon as
the foarth was introduced, as if anxious to restore His
blessing, God sent His Som, saying, * It may be they
will reverence my Son.”

Here was the last trial of the systems of earth as to
their capacity for amendment. “ The Son of God came
eating and drinking,”—He met them in familiar Iove,
proving whether they were capable of amendment. But
Jerusalem which had teE law and the Gentiles which
had TaE power, united in destroying Him whom God
had sent. And therefore it was that, on the night of
His betrayal, He formally assumed the sign of Nazarite
geparation, (see Num. vi. 3,) by refusing any more to
drink of the fruit of the vine, i e. to receive any joy
from communion with earth, until the kingdom of God
should come, and the * present evit age” (Gal. 1,) be
ended.--TaEy Hr will be able to rejoice in ther, and
they shall say ‘ Blessed is He that cometh in the name
of the Lord.”

The lifting up of Jesus upon the eross was the final
proof that the systems of earth were utterly alienated
from God; and at this time they were finally given up
as incapable of amendment. It was folly shown that
“new wine must be put into new bottles.” Accordingly
it was at this period that Seripture first applies to Saten
the title * Prince of this world,” and similar expressions.
He is never so callvd except in connection with the rejec-
kion of Christ,

From this time forth the systems of this world have
their character plainly marked in the Apostelic Epistles.

of mercy to the remnant in the midst of apostasy. It is
‘wisdom to see when the glory iz gone, and to rest in His
faithfulness to the remnant.
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Evil spirits are expressly said to be the * Rulers of the
darkness of this age.” (Eph. vi. 12.) The course of
this age i3 spoken of as bemg under Satans control;
{Eph. ii.) and the interference of God for His people is
said te be excrcised in extricating, or taking them out
{tEatpeeabar) of this present evil age. (Gal. 1. 4.)

Surely no texts can be of more solemn inferest than
these. They imply that the whole course of the present
age is moved on by Satan : and the position which God
1s pleased to occupy, is that of ome who interferes to
check, for a season, the full operation of his power.

Not that Satan is the author of any of the works of
God. 1t is God who hath given the fruit-bearing earth,
and giveth the fruits in their seasons. It is God who
sustains man in the power of doing whatever he does,
whether it be good or bad. It is God who provides
every instrnment of man’s action, for He is kind to the
unthankful and to the evil.

But the road is broad thai leadeth to destruction.
The days are evil, (Ephes. v. 16} The children of
disobedience are many, and it is Satan who worketh in
them : (Ephes, ii. 2,) and throngh them he so orders
the arrangements of mankind, and the distribution of
God’s gifts among them, that the name of God is not
hallowed, nor his will done upon earth as it dome in
heaven. Thisis what the Scripture means, when if
speaks of the course of the ¢ present exil age” as heing
under Satan.  God gives for geod, and man arranges
for evil,

If it be asked how long the days will continue to be
evil, the answer is—until Satan be bound. Nothing
more strikingly shows the dangerous state of the profes-
sing Church than the practical infidelity which it exhib-
its respeeting the personality and agency of Satan.
The Scripture universally testifies that there will be no
time of universal peace and blesscduess, until Satan is
personally bound and shut up in the bottomless pit.
Surely the preaching of the Gospel (though it shall
gather the children of the kingdom inte their everlast-

E 2
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ing rest} will not bind the person of Satan,—but the
Lord, * coming out of His place,” will. (Isaiah xxvi,
and first verse of succeeding chapter.) Why then has
this been doubted ? If we really believed the persenal
might and power of Satan, we should never think that
auy thing less than the direct agency of the Lord could
bind and shit him in the bottomless pit. And it must
be remembered, that we are not speaking of his last but
of his first irnprisonment, after which he must again be
loosed on the earth for a little season.  (Rev. xx.)

Nevertheless his power is not yet allowed to operate
unhindered. What Satan said to the Lord Jesus, when
he offered all the kingdoms of the world, was like most
of his temptations, partly true and partly false. FVir-
tually, and in title, the glory of the earth, during the
present age, did belong to him ; but actually, it was not
under his full control. And, even though he has been
pronounced to be the *Prince of this world” and the
Rauler of the darkness of this age, in consequence of the
rajection of Christ, yet even still, he 1s hindered from
giving the glory of the earth to whomsoever he will; for
it is distinetly written, *that He who hindereth will
hinder, until be be taken out of the way; and THEN
shall that wicked one be revealed, whose coming is after
the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and
lying wonders.” Then Satan's desire of clothing man
with glory, and setting him in opposition to God, will at
length be gratified.

At the time then when * Jerusalem began to be trod-
den down,” God ceased to be a *“ Governor among the
nations,” though the systems of earth were not given
up as incapable of amendment. At the erucifixion they
were given up in this respect, but yet net allowed to fail
under the unhindered power of Satan ; for God is acting
on them that He might gather out of them. Up to the
time of the rejection of Jesus, there had been no such
gathering out. Barthly blessings were the promises to
which there was a gathering @n. Solomon enjoyed
earthly glory whilst it was owned by God; and Daniel
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was allowed to hold it bhefore it was disouned. Tempo
ral glory and prosperity was, more or less, a blessing
then. Baut now the greatest of Llessings is, not to be
like Solomon, but, like the Aposile, * the off-scouring
of all things.” And why? because the testimony of
Christ crucified was “to the Jews a stumbling-block,
and to the Greeks foolishuness." And therefore the
gospel of Him, who, when He was on earth, “ had not
where to lay His bead,” is acting on the systems of the
world, and © taking out of them a people to His name.”
{Acts xv. 14} And this brings us to the second part
of the question. The Church of Christ is “ taken out”
and *“brought nigh to God through the blood of Jesus,”
that God might dwell in them, He once dwelt visibly
in the tabernacle and temple at Jerusalem. He dwelt
also in the Lovd Jesus Christ. But sinee Christ de-
paried, the Church only has been His habitation, throngh
the Spirit.

Whilst Jesus was on earth He was not a Iriest;
(Heb. viii. 4,) but as soon as He gave Ilimself to be
separated from the earth, by being lifted up on the cross,
He became a Priest : and the house of God—i. e. the
Church, is placed under Him in this characler; being
themselves made priests unto God. And the very fact
of their Leing so is a perpetual memorial of what the
world is, and of their relation thereunto : for how did
Jesus become a Priest, except by His being rejected of
men ? and they are priests through Him. They are
priests only in virtue of their connexion with Him, who
i3 still, as to earth, the vrjecied Man; and has, ou that
aecount, sat down on His Ifather's throne, and ol on

" His own throne, (compare Rev. iii. 21, and Dan. vii.
(4.} Separation therefore from the systems of the
*¢ present age,” and rejection of men, must be the noces
sury result of realized union with Him, even though it
is union with Him as seated at the right hand of the
Father, snd having, in title, all power both iu heaven
and in earth.

E 3
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1t is then only in the Man Clrist Jesus, that God 4t
present owns earthly power, in its cxercise as well as its
possession, And all power now exercised upon the
earth in the name of Jesus, and according to His mind,
is owned by God, but no other. DBut where is this
power ai present exercised ? In the Church only!
Christ ¢s a judge and a divider over the Church now;
but He 45 nof 2 judge and divider over the world now, -
more than He was in the days of His flesh. Otherwise
the world would be subjected to such judgments now, as
fell on Ananiag and Sapphira; and so the wicked would
no longer floarish as a green bay tree. But Christ is
still meeting the werld in love without judgment,
through the ministry of reconciliation; and Ged in the
meanwhile is meintaining it in the enjoyment of many
blessings.

Among these are to be numbered the civil institu-
tions of society. Like the connexions of relationship,
they are to be regarded as metural appointments from
God. They come as gifts from Him, like rain or
fruitful seasons,—He giving to some the capacity to
rule, and to others the disposition to obey, becanse Ie
18 kind even to the unthankful and to the evil A
right-minded Christian will thankfully acknowledge the
blessing of civil government as a gift from Him, and
submit to its authority, whether vested in the heathen
Emperor of China, or in the nominally Christian
Governors of Europe. And if that power is exercised
exactly on the same principles on which it should
be exercised in the Church,—if it is wholly based on
the laws of Christ, then a Christian may hold any
office of civil power, and remain 2 faithful disciple still.
But if Christ could not personally exercise the judicial
or legislative functions of any present system upon
earth, because their power, though it be, like life fand
health, a gift from God, is not exercised according to
His mind; so neither could a faithful disciple, for he
has no perfect pattern excepting Christ.
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Now the broad unqualified commands of our Taw-
giver ave these—*1 say unto you, resist not evil!
‘Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also. If any man will sue thee at the
law, and take away thy coat, let him have thycloak also.
Avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath ; therefore if thy enemy hunger, feed him."—
These principles ave the principles of Christ; but they
run entirely counter to those upen which the entire
mass of human arrangements is at present conducted.
Tndeed when these prmciples are pressed as the duty
of Christians, we know how often their force is avoided
by the answer, that the systems of the world must stop,
if these maxing were universally obeyed.— And this is
true. Wherefore it is said of the Church, that their
“citizenship 1s in heaven:” (Phil. ifi. 20,) and it is
said of the systems of this world, that their course is
according to Satan. It is possible even for the tic of
relationship to connect us with the course of this world,
and then it is to be disowned : How much more are
stations of worldly greatness to be relinquished when
they bind us {and do they ever fail ?) to systems which
our Law-giver has never sanctioned.™*

# It is most linportant to notice, that the enly Power for
real blessing is the Bpirit. Man has tried to carry on God’s
work by other agency, and hos lamentably failed. The
present dispensation is called spiritusl, because the Holy
Spirit is the only Agent in it, witnessing unte the work and
gﬂ;ry of the Son, even as He in the days of His sojourn on
the earth, glorificd the Father. The world, whose course is
rolled on by Satan, has ever been seeking to be aceredited
in God's work, and God's ewn people have helped on this
delusion by courting their co-operation, All the progress
in civilization and expansion of man's intellectual powers,
being under such an agency, will not tend to help the
world's blessing. “It is not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 'The personal presence of the
Bpirit in the Chureh, and personal presence of Saten in the
world, as well as their real ngencies, appear to he truths
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“Citizenship in heaven” is the distinctive charac-
teristic of the Church in contradistinetion to the world :
and the life of faith is lived just in proportion as this
fact is practically realized, so as to stamp their right
value on present things. In the Church at Jerusalem
alone, this power of faith was practically developed :
for “none said that ougbt that he possessed was his
own;” and thig Church also appears to have afforded
the only instance of unity and power, combined in such
a way as to angwer the prayer of the Lord Jesus— the
glory which thou gavest me I have given them, that
they may be one.” (John xvii. 22.) The Corinthians,
for example, came behind in ce gift; but in unity they
failed. The Philippians were united; but we find no
mention of the gifis of power.

In their relation to the heavenly glory which is te
be revealed, there is said to be no differcnee, in those
who are called, between the Jew and the Gentile.
Both alike are made children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus; both are, in title, citizens of the heavenly Jeru
salem, to which they will actually be gathered when
Christ comes to “ give unto every one according as s
work shall be.”

But a8 to instrumental service upon earth, especial
privileges appear to pertain to those who believe in
Jerusalem.

In the first place, the Olive Tree (Rom. xi.) is
theirs ;—they are the stock into which every Gentile
Chureh is grafted ; and thevefore the foundations of the
heavenly Jerusalem are marked with the names of the

which have been held or disowned together; and in the
present day, the common langnage of the * influence of
the Spirit” shows how far Christians hove forgotten thejr
pertion of an indwelling God. Nothing can be maore direct
than the testimony of Seripture on this subject, as well as
the marked agency of Satan. {Acts xxvi 17, 18. Luke
ziii, 16. 1 Cor. v, 6. L Tim. i. 20. } Thess. ii. 18.
2 Cor. xi, 14, &c.)
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twelve Apostles of the Lamb. JFerusalem is distine-
tively the source of blessing--** Balvation is of the
Jews." (John iv. 22.)

Becondly, the Church at Jerusalem only has been
able to stand in the full plenitude of Church authority,
50 as to say, ‘it seemed good unto the Holy Ghost
and to us.” It was a true witness of the mind of
Christ.

Thirdly, it would never be said to the Gentiles,
“ repent and be converted, that the times of refreshing
may eome* from the presence of the Lord, and that
He may send Christ.” In other words the universal
blessing of the world is made to depend cntirely cn the
conversion of Israel; nor would any possible extent of
Gentile conversicn effect the blessed chaenge. The
elective character of this dispensation towards the
Gentiles is clearly marked in the words of James—
“ God hath visited the Gentiles, to take out of them &
people for His name.”

# (Aetg iii, 19.) “Repent and be converted, for the
blotting out of your sins, that the times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord ; and that He may send
Jesus Christ, whom the heavens must receive until the
times of the restoring of all things."—This is the correct
and literal translation of this passage. Omwc is never
used in the New Testament to signify *when,” and
not often in otber writings; when it is so used, it
is an adverb, always followed by an Indieative Mood.
When, a5 in the present passage, it is followed by an op-
tative or subjunctive, it is a conjunction, and unifermly
signifies “ that” It is used more than fifty times in the
New Testament, and in every place except the present is
rightly translated. The difficulty of attaching any inte]li-
gible meaning to the words * Repent in order that™ sp-
pears to have distressed the Translators and to have led
them to violate the grammar. DBut the sense becomes
quite plain, when we see the connection betwesn the deliv-
erance of the Jews and the deliverance of Creation.
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But the words of Peter towards the Jews appear as
clearly to imply that the full responsibility of hindering
the universality of blessing, rested wholly upon them.
—* God having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to
bless you, in turning away every one of you from his ini-
quities;"—in which case their conversion would have
been life and blessing to the world. But Jerusalem, by
the martyrdom of Stephen, sealed the rejection of the
testimony of the Spirit in the Church, and then this dis-
pensation was fully manifested to be a dispensation of
election, holding forth no expectation of universality
before the intervention of judgment, These who are
gathered out now, are only ** kind of first fruits of His
creatures.”

But a time of universality is coming. Jerusalem was
the first to receive the former rain; though she profited
but little, she shall likewise receive the latter rain;
and then will become a blessing in the earth. It is
Jerusalem that will evangelize all nations; and this is
one of her distinetive endowments from her God.

The Apostle John saw a woman clothed with the Bun,
and with the Moon under her feet. This we believe
was a prospective vision of what Jerusalem will e, when
she shall not oniy stand with the Moon under her feet
—that-is in the fulness of Church authority, (for thus in
& measure she has alrcady stood) but shall be also
clothed with the Sun,—i. e. shall have the glorious pre-
sence of the risen Lord. Then she shall gather all
nations. “ And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Facob; and he will teach us of His
ways, and we will walk in His paths; for out of Zion
shall go forth the Law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.” (Ispiah ii. 8.) Nor if the application of
the passage from the Revelaiion be oljected to, 1s the
fact capable of being impugned; for it rests wpon the
clear testimony of Scripture. The effective evangeliza-
tion of the natiens is always spoken of, as subsequent to
the restored blessing of Jerusalem,— ¢ How beautiful
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upen the mountaing gre the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace, that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchinen shall lift
up the voice ; with the voice together shall they sing ;
for they shall eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring
again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing togethier ye
waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath com-
forted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the
eyes of all the nations: and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our Grod,” (Isaiah ki, ¥—10.)
At what period are these “ glad tidings of good” pub-
lished ampng the nations? The answer is contained in
the preceding chapter—when Jerusalem shall have re-
ceived her final cup of trembling—when it shall be
teken cut of her hands, and put into the hands of her
Gentile oppressors—when the Lord shall bring again
Zion.

The following then is the answer which has been
given. 'When Adam transgressed, the systems of this
world fell wirtually under the power of Satan: but his
power was restreined, in order that the character of
man might be manifested under suceessive dispensations
of mercy from God.

From Moses to Nebuchadnezzar, the systems of the
world were owned in the chosen nation: and from
Nebuchadnezzar to the mission of the Lord Jesus, they
were not disowned as utterly incapable of amendment.
But at the rejection of Christ, Satan was fully manifested
to be the “god of this world :” and therefore this and
similar titles are applied to him in Beripture, in con-
nexion with the rejection of the Son.

From the crucifixion te the present hour, God has
continued to hinder His full power; not that He might
amend, but that He might gather ont of the systems of
** this present evil age.”—How long He will continue to
binder is known to Himself slone. But the time is
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coming, of which the Apostle warng, (2 Thess. ii.) when
“ gtrong delusion” will be sent from Him, and when the
world and its systems will entirely and actually {though
but for a short period) be given up to Satan's unbhindered
power. {See Question of Thursdey Evening.)

From the time at which Satan is first called in Scrip-
ture ““ the prince of this world,” the only dwelling-place
of God, on earth, has been in the Church. The Gentile
and Jewish Christian Churches had the same hopes of
heavenly glory; but pre-eminence, in instrumental ser-
vice on earth, belongs to Jerusalem.

In conclusion, however startling the points of the
question before us may appear to the minds of many, the
resolving of them will alone enable vs to judge righteous
judgment, and to wallk uprightly before God. Indistinet-
ness in the apprehension of the real extent of Saten's
power in the world, and of the actual presence of the
Spirit in the Church, has led Christians to confound
things that differ, and induced the lamentable condition of
disorder and disunion in which we are; sand from which
many a longing heart is seeking emancipation. Tt is
the recognition of these broad prineiples, which will give
to a Believer the apprehension of his real standing; ns
not of the world, even as Christ was not of the world.
He will be enabled to take his vantege ground, and to
survey all things around him in the light of Ged’s
truth ; so as to say, while deeply conscious of his weak-
ness, ‘‘we konow that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in the wicked one.” Hence every effort will
be directed in the earnestness of love, not to the improve-
ment of the systems of the world, but to the deliver
ance of individuals from them into the prineciples of the
Church : and a hely jealousy will be felt of carrying on
the work of God by any other than spiritual weapons.
In & word, all consistency of walk, as a Christian, will
much turn on the view taken of these first twe points,
How many have tried to put the new piece to the old
garment, and the rent has become worse!
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With respect to the last point in the question, the
answer to it will bring us into our proper place :-—Seeing
the glory in which the Church once was, and comparing
it with its present state, instead of thinking ourselves
“rich and increased with goods,” we shall feel that we
are “poor, and blind, and miserable, and naked.” Tt
will tend to keep us from high-mindedness, and bring us
to that humble state which 15 the place of safety. The
“little strength” which we shall then have, is real
strength, because of the Spirit. And however separate
we may personally be from the evil around us by the
power of that Spirit, such separation will not lead to a
Spirit of judgment, but to confession of our common sin
before God, for having griesved His Spirit, intercession
for the Church, and waiting upon the Lord, as those
who mowmn over its depurted glory, And the right
answer tothis point, also, will much tend to give a right
direction to our minds s to the Church’s future pros-
pects, and prevent our being bome away by excitement,
or tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine :—* Prove
al] things ; hold fast that which is goed.”

THURSDAY.

Question—WuaT is the result, to which & comparison
of the “nd, Tth, and 8th chapters of Daniel with the
18th and 17th of Revelations leads, as to the scheme
of Satan’s working, and his futuve plans ?

THE question respecting examinstion into prophecy is

only a question of degree; fov every one who looks at

all beyond the present, must do it upon the faith of

God's predictions.  If he looks for 2 judgment to come,

it is becanse it has been prophesied ; his whole know-
¥
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ledge of it rests upon propheey alone. It is the same
with many other events which are spoken of in the
Seriptures, as being yet futnre: they all stand upon
the same grevmd to us, nov is there any difterence of cer-
tainty as to their actually coming to pass ; though some
may be of greater importance unto us than others; and
some may be spelien of more or less explicitly. Bat
one single intimation of a future event, is a sufficient
ground for & Christian’s mind to rest upon; how much
more then, when the testimony concerning it is repeated
i many places and in various ways.

Much responsibility indeed vests upon us for every
conclusion which we dvaw from God's word; and in
none wwore than in those connected with unfulfiiled pro-
phecy.  Saten is asswredly able to make great use of
any mis-statements of truth; and is actually doing so in
the present day, to the turning away of the minds of
many from the truth iiself, Much reverence and humility
are thersfore needed in approaching a guestion like the
present; lut at the same time, we ave equally respon-
gible for undoubting trust in the Lord’s asswance,—“ 1
have called you friends : for all things that T have heard
of my Father, I have made known unto you.” Itis of
unquestionable importance to know the working and
future plans of SBatan, that we may not be ignorant of
hig deviees. These are things in which all are inti-
mately concerned: and thevefore God has graciously
marked out the lines of his operation, and the end to
which they are approaching: that by the word of His
lipg” His saints may be *“kept from the paths of the
destroyer.” More than is revealed we cannot know;
but whilst «“ the secret things”"—i. e. those which ere not
written, belong unio the Lovd our God,—the things
which are revealed, cven all the Seriptwes of trutl,
belong unto us and to our children for cver.—Nor will
any thing e herveafter done either to Israel, the nations,
or the Chureh, of which mtimation has not been given ;
for the Lord God will do wrothing, but He reveals His
serrel unie His servants the prophets,  (Amos. iil. 7.)
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There are two principles which it is important to
remember in reading the Prophecies.

I.—That the prophecies are germinapt in their
accomplishment—i. e. they grow on from one fulfilment
to another, until they arrive at the last great crisis,
which alene exhausts, to the full, all the terms of the
prophecy. The events of the latter day are the great
suljects of prophetic vision: and therefore they will
answer to every particular of the description which is
given. Nevertheless the Providence of the Most High
Las arranged, that events similar in chayacter, though
Iess in importance, should previously-occur as warnings.
exemplifications, and perhaps as types of the consum-
mation which is to follow; so that the description of
the great event becomes in part applicable to the
forcrunner. It is thus that prophecy, throwing its
strongest light upon the concluding events of the dis-
pensation, and increasing In importance as time
advances, is nevertheless rendered useful throughout
the whole peried, by admitting of being applied, though
not evelusively interpreted, with relation to antecedent
events, kindrved in principle to that which is maeinly the
subject of prediction.

IT.—Although much difficulty may exist in detail,
yet the great outline of futurity is so cleaxly given,
that the leading features are as distinguishable as
any event which may have nlready past. And it
is from these that practical instruction is derived ;
for the detail is morally of comparative unimportance.
The present question Involves much of outline and much
of detail : many things which may be laid down with the
same certainty, with which we speale of those parts of
Scripture which have already reccived their fulfilment,
and others not known with the same degree of clearness ;
but which it may be expected that increasing light on
these subjects, will gradually elucidate.

The question leads us to several chapters in Daniel
and the Hevelations. Daniel was raised up as a prophet
at the time when Jerusalem began to be trotldgen dewn

F
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by the Gentiles. His prophecy is throughout a detail
of Gentile history, as connected with Jerusalem ; the
one principle, which if kept in view, malkes it co clear
and plain that a child may undevstand. Tn consequence
of thiz connexion of his histery with Jerusalem, the
account is continued, in every instance, only so long as
the Jews are in possession of their city; and therefors
at the period when Jerusalem was uiterly overthrown by
the Bomans, there is a break in every vision, until the
Jaws shall be nationally re-established again. Thus the
great parenthesis of the Gentile dispensation is passed
over almost in silence ; and for this reasen, that during
its continmance the Jews have no national existence ;
but as soon as they are brought again as a people into
their own land, Daniel’s history again resumes its order,
and hastens to its close. The same observation will
probably be found to extend to all the other Old Tesia-
ment prophets.

The anxieties of Daniel respected Jerusalem. The
visions which were successively vouchsafed to him refer
to the same general events—namely, the relation of the
Gentiles universally to Jerusalem; bui each vision
amplifies that which precedes, and brings out the differ-
ent points with increasing minutenéss of detail. In the
2nd chapter we find only a rapid and general sketch,
though extending over the whole course of time, from
the days of Nebuchadnezzar to the time of the end. The
number of the Gentile empires is given, and the divided
state of the fourth at its close: but the character of
their relation to Jerusalem and to God, is not even re-
ferred to, except so far as we may infer it, from the fact
of the image being smitten or destroyed. Bui in the
Tth chaptel the firal re-embodyment of the power of the
Gentiles, in the little horn, is declared,—its blasphem-
ous opposition to God and His saints, and its destruction
by the direct judgments of God; but there is no mention
of Jerusalem. The 8th describes the relation of the
Little Horn to Jerusalem,—declares it to be the symbol
of “g king, understanding dark sentences, who shall
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prosper till the indignation be accornplished ;” and gives
many partienlars of his character. In the 11th chapter
his origin, and the whele line of his predecessors is
traced, with astonishing accuracy of detail, up to the
period when the Jews are scatiered; (ver. 31,} after
which the detail is suddenly exchanged for such general
description as this;—* They (the Jews) shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by speil, many
days.” This continues up to the period of theivre-estab-
lishment : when at once, as though there had beenmno
interruption in the order, “7The King,” the accom-
plisher of the indignation, is introduced in verse 86.

According to these principles, the prophecy of Daniel
will be divided into two parts, viz.—the fulfilled, ex-
tending from Nebuehadnezzar, to the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans ; and the unfuljilled, commens
cing at the still futore period, when Jerusalem shall be
restored in unbelicf, and extending to the time of her
full restoration to the favour of God.

In the 2nd and 7th chapters, the manifestation of the
ten toes of the image, and the ten horns of the beast or
Roman empire, are that which we would mark as future.
They denote ten kings or kingdoms, which divide the
whole Roman earth ; wherefore they must be sought in
the FEastern as well as the Westernbranches of the Roman
empire; and secondly in accordance with the principle
already stated, some part of their existence must be eon-
temporzneous with Jerusalemn,

These two rnles have been entively neglected by the
various writers, who have endeavoured to shew that the
ten kingdoms have been already manifested.  They have
sought them in the Western branch only of the Roman
empire; whereas “the division” of the whkole Roman
earth is clearly said to be denoted by the toes of the
image. (ver. 41, chap. ii.) And they have never con-
sidered that Damiel's prophecies have Jerusalem for
their centre.

Indeed the entire diseordancy among themselves of
the various systems which have been proposed, is suffi-

F 3
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eient to shew that these kingdoms have not yet been
manifested ; for this difficulty is never found in fulfilled
prophecy ; sinee in every pomnt which has been accom-
plished, we can always, with unerring certainty, shew
the entire and indisputable correspondence of the event
with the prediction.*

The fact, then, that the whole Roman world, from the
Euphrates to Britain, has never yet been thus divided,
is a sufficient proof that the ten kingdoms have not yet
been manifested. But the certainty of this is confirmed,
when we pass on to consider the history of the Little
Horn ; he is definitely connected with the ten kings, for
he overthrows three, and therefore their existence must
be contemporaneous with his. Now Z#s manifestation is
necessarily future; for he is expressly said to exist in
the fulness of his persecuting power, *until judgment
shall be given to the saints of the Most High, and the
time comes for the saints to possess the kingdom.”
(vii. 22.) And since the saints are neither possessed
of the kingdom yet, nor exposed at present te the fury
of sueh persecuting power, we are certainly sure that his
manifestation is future: and thervefore the manifestation
of the ten ldngs, in connexion with him, is future like-
wise. His actings will be the closing event of this dis-
pensation. *“He shall speak great words against the
Most High, and shall wear ont the saints of the Most
High. But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take
away his dominion, to consume and destroy it unto the
end. And the kingdorn, and dominion, and the great-
ness of the kingdom, unpER the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High.”

#* A clear proof that the fifth empire has not yet com-
menced, is this—that at the period generally assumed, when
the Roman world received the name of Christian, there
were no such ten kings at all.  And the kings, whom the
expounders of prophecy have found so many ways of ex-
plaining, were followed not by Christ’s reign, but by Popery.
But in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed.
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This is the period of which it is written,—* T saw in
the night visions; and, behold, onelike the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came fo the
Antient of days, and they brought Him near before
Him, and there was given Him glory,” &e. and this is
the passage to which our Lovd referred, when, standing
before the High-priest, He said, “ Hereafter shall ye
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of power,
and coming in the clouds of heaven.”

Such 18 the testimeny of the 7th chapter. But even
supposing this chapter to be annihilated, we find never-
theless, in the 8th, the same testimony as to the fearful
termination of Gentile power. Many attempts have
been made te explain away these awful prophecies, by
referring them to the past history of Popery or Mahome-
danism. But the 8th clhapter of Daniel affords thyree
criterions, to which neither Popery nor Mahomedanism
answer. 1. It is there written, that aking of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall
stand up, not from the West nor from Arabia, but
from one gf the four divisions of the broken empire of
Alexander the great.

II.—He will find the sanctuary at Jerusalem stand-
ing: but Ife will cast down and take away the daily
saerifice, (ver. 11, 12.)

TIT.=The time expressly specified, is, “the lust end
of the indignaiion” against Jerusalem. (ver,19.) “He
ghall prosper till the indignation be accomplished.”
{xi. 36.)

The two explanations, which some attempt to give,
are at utter variance with this deseription; for Popery
arose in the West: Mahomedanism did net arise out of
any of these kingdoms, but from Arabia; which, sccor-
ding to the prophecy respecting Ishmael, has marvel-
lously been preserved from every conquercr. And
secondly, neither of them found the sanciuary standing,
nor took away the daily sacrifice: and lastly, both arose
at the commencement, rather than at the close, of the
indignation ageinst Jerusalem; and therefore the pro-
phecy has never yet been fulfilled.
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We would presy the plain testimony of these chapters
on the conseiences of our brethren. It is not pre-
sumptous to search into the prophecies of those who
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost; but to
become prophets ourselves is presumption ;—a pre-
sumption so fearful, that we mey iremble in contempla:
ting the result to those who persevere in refusing to
inguire, what the Seripture says concerning the latter
day, and yet fearlessly affirm that the world 18 gradually
advancing into its Millennjzl rest,—* when nation shall
not rise up against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more,” These chapters describe the closing period
of the “Times of the Gentiles,"—the period of « the
Horn that has eyes,”—the period when “mind” shall
govern, aud strength be divested by intelligence. DBut
what is the result? “He shall spesk great words
against the Most High.” (vil. 25.)* He shall cast down
the truth to the gLOU.}Jd > (\«111 1”’) «“ He shalt-stand
up against the Prince of princes.” (viil. R4.) This
is the end of the glory of the Grentiles.

And we would also observe, that the great puint
which we are anxious to press, does not at all depend
on the accuracy of our interpretation. Supposing we
were to relinquish all that we have said, and admit that
the Little Horn did net signify “a king,” but a sys
tem: and that system was Popery or Mahomedan-
ism ; still the awful fact respecting the close of Gentile
dominion remains unchanged, that because of blasphemy,
therefore the judgment sits. (chap. vii.) The conclud-
ing word respecting this dispensation, is still the same,
—=¢ there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since thers was a nation, even to that same time.”
(Daw, xii. 1.y

i The following connexions may be found useful—

I. Between chap. VIIL and chap. IX.

viii. 25. “ By peace he shall destroy many.”
ix. 27. “ He (the Prmce that shall come} shall confirm
the covensnt with maeny.”
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But valuable and precious as the book of Daniel is,
in enabling us te view the history of the nvations, in
connexion with the counsels of God; he was only en-
abled to prophecy as the prephet of the carthly Jerusa-
lem. The saternal history of the nations in convexion
with Jerusalem, is the great subject of kis prophecy ;
but the moral history of this peried, as to the character
and extent of its evil, is given through the prophet of
the Church, in the Revelrtion.

viii, 11. * He shall teke away the daily sacrifice.”
ix. 27. * He shall cause the sacrifice to cease.”

¥iii. 10. He shall prosper (verse 12) in the latter end of
the indignation.

ix. 27. % - - - - il that determined is poured on
the desolate.”

II.  Between chap. YIIE and chep. XL

viii. 9. “ He waxes great towards the pleasant land.”
xi, 41. “ He enters into tha glorious land.”

viil. 17. ¥ At the time of the end shall be the vision.”
xi. 40, 41. * At the time of the end shall he enter.”

viil. “ He prospers in the last end of the indignation.”

xi. 36. “ He shall prosper till the indignation be aceom-
plished.”

III. DBetween chap. VIL and chap. XI.

vii. 26. “Ha shall speak great words against the Most
High.”

xi. 36. “ He shall speak marvellous things against the
God of gods.”

vil. 25. “ He shall change times and Jaws.”
xi 37. “ He shall notlerrmcl the Geod of his fathers,” but
honour another.

vii. 22. He shall continue until the saints possess the
kingdom,

xi. 86, “Tle shall prosper till the indignation be accom-
plished,”
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The first part of the Revelation describes the position
of the Church, as set in the place of testimony, in the
midst of surrounding evil;—the only portion of the
world that recognized the Lordship of Christ, and
therefore ihe only portion judged by Him as Son of
Man, and by Him enabled to he 2 candlestick—a light
shining in darkness.—These were, to the Apostle the
things that are.

The second part of the Revelation was to the Apostle,
the things that shall be; and it may be divided into
two portions.—The first deseribes the world as controlled
by the Father, and visited by His awful chastisements,
whilst the Son sitteth on Ilis right hand, waiting until
His enemies be made His footstool.

The second division deseribes the world as placed
under the government of the Son, when the Father shall
say, * Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.” It is
the time which Daniel foresaw, when he beheld one like
the Bon of Man, who came to the Antient of days, and
they brought Hin: near before Him, and thers was given
unte Him dominion ; and then also the kingdom and
dlominion, wnder the whole heaven, is given to people of
the saints of the Most High.

Sinee then both Daniel and Johm deseribe the state of
the nations, ai the time which immediately precedes the
peviod, when the Son tales unto Himself His great
power and reigns, (Rev. xi. 17} we might expect
to find much correspondence of prediction: and accor-
dingly, we find it in their descriptions of him, who
prospers wutil “the time when the saints possess the
kingdom,”

The 13th chapter of the Revelation answers to the
description of the Little Horn in the 7th chapter of
Daniel.  The following ave the points of connexion,—

Dan, vil. 25. «He shall speak great words against
the Most [Tigh.”

Rev. xiii. 8. “ Spealdng great things and blas-
phemies,”
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Dan: vii. 21. Ile made war with the saints, and
prevailed.

Rev. xiil. 7. He made war with the saints, and
overcame.

Dan. vii. 25. « They shall be given into his hands for
a time, times, and a half"—i. e. 1260 days.

Rev. xiil. 5. ** He continues forty and two months”—
1. e, 1260 days.

These are not only instances of exact werbal agree-
ment, but they show that the two chapters mark the
same velations, both to God and to the saints, and also
the same duration of persecuting power.#

# There are also other points of resemblance. The beast
which John bebeld arose from the sea, The fourth beast
in Daniel arises from the sea, i. e from the ordinary, (in
man'’s view) political combination of nations.

The terrille appearance of the fourth heast, which Dan-
iel dees not deseribe, is deseribed by Jobn; who views it
in its secondary state as having its power embodied in the
Little Hom. Tn this state he has seven heads and ten
horng, crowned. Now the seven heads are probably the
union of the heads of the three first beasts in Daniel with
the fourth: viz—Ticn or first beast—one: DBear—one :
Leopard—four : fourth beast—one. In all—seven heads.

The ten horns are erowned ; which proves that it is the
fourth empire, in its last state, after the setting up of the
ten kings, which is herve represented.

The beast was in appearance like a Leopard, which points
to the part whence he is to arise; viz. from one of the sue-
cessors of Alexander or the third empire; and also identi-
figs him with the individuals in Dan. viii. and xi., who are
stated to arise from one of the divisions of Alexander’s
empire.

The connexion betweer: Rev. xiii. and Dan. vil. is slso
important, in satisfactorily proving that Dan. vii. describes
the same person as Dan. viii. and xi. ;—for if the Little
Horn of chap, vii, belongs to tho Deast © that devours the
whole earth,” and if * power is given him over all kindreds
and tongues and nations,” (Rev. xiil 7,} it follows that the
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And in whatever part of Soripture we find a time of
blasphemy predicted, immediately preceding either the
time of earthly blessedness or the deliverance of Jern-
salem, or the completed blessing of the saints, we may
safely refer the descriptions to'him who shall prosper *till
the indignation be accomplished, and the thing that is
determined be done,” We will now briefly endeavour
state some of his characteristics, in the words of the
chapters which refer to this consummation of apostasy.

I.—His moral characteristics are these :—

Isaiah xiv. 14. He shall say in his heart, «I will
be like the Most High.”

Dan. viil. 25, “He shall stand up against the
Prince of Princes.”

Dan. xi. 36, < He shall exalt himself above every

od.”

; 2 Thess. 1. 4. He shall exalt himself “above all that
ia called God.”

2 Thess. ii. 4. He shall show himself that he is
God.

1 John ii. 22, e shall deny both the Father and
the Son.

Rev. xiil. 6. Ie shell “open his mouth in blas.
phemy against God.”

Rev. xvil. 8. He shall be “full of names of blas-
phemy.”

1I.—The extent of his power.

Is. xiv. 16, He shall make the earth to tremble,
and shall shake kingdorns,

Is. xiv. 17. He shall make the world ns a wilder-
nesgs,

universal dominion of chep. vili. and xi. must be identical
with that of chap. vii. if it exists at the same time; and it
does exist at the same time, viz: in the last end of the in-
dignation.
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Dan. vii. 3. **The fourth beast (whose power he
embodies) shall deveur the whele earth.”

Dan. vii. 25.  * Times and laws shall be given into
his hand.”

Dan. vii. 9. He shall wax exceeding great.”

Dan. viili. 24. *“His power shall be mighty,...he
shall destroy wonderfully.”

Dan. xi. 86,  * He shall do according to his will.”

Dan. xi. 40. * He shall enter into the countries and
overflow.”

Dan. xi, 42. * He shall stretch forth his hand upon
the countries.” .

2 Thess. ii. 9.« His coming shall be with all
power.”

Rev. xiii. 7. **Power shall be given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”

Rev. xvii. 13. The ten kings shall give their
strength and power unto him.

I11.—His power will be supported by miracles.

2 Thess. 1. 9. « His coming shall be after the work-
ing of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying
wonders.”

Rev. xiii. 12. He that ministereth before him,
shall do “great wonders, so that he shall make fire come
down from heaven on the earth, in the sight of men,
and shall deceive them that dwell upon the earih by
means of those miracles which he shall have power
to do.”

Bev. xiii. 15. *He shall have power to give lfe unto
the image of the beast, that the image of the beast
should speak.™

% In Dan ix.2% wo find this remarkable marginel
veading, “and npon the battlements shall be the idols of
the desclator.”  This is probably the abomination of deso-
lation, which will be placed in the temple of God. We
know from Acts xvi. that the Pythian Oracle was inspired

(3
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1V.—His reception on the earth,

Rev. xiii, 8. “All thet dwell upon the earth shall
worship him, whose names are not written in the Lamb's
book of life.”

Rev. xiil, 15, Whosoever will not worship shall be
killed.

Rev. xvit. 8. *“ All, whosenames are not written in
the book of life, shall wonder.”

“ If another will come in his own name, him ye will
receive.”

V.—The place of his manifestation in blasphemy.

Is. xiv. 18. He will “sit on the mount of the con-
gregation, on the sides of the north.”

Dan. vii. 11. <“He will take away the daily
sacrifice.”

Dan. xi. 45. “He will plant the tabernacles of his
palace on the glorious holy mountain,”

2 Thess. 1i. 4. * He will sit in the temple of God.”

YI1.-He is named—

Is, xiv. 12, 13.  “ Lueifer,” as blasphemously assum-
ing Christ’s character of the morning star.

Ispiah xiv. The King of Babylon, as having sus-
tained the last fabric of Gentile power. (see Rev  xvii))

Dan. vii. The Horn that has eyes—as denoting
intelligence and strength,

Tar King, for whom Tophet is prepared. (Is. xxs.
33.)

These are his principal names in the Old Testament,
whers he is always referred te In comnexion with the
Jews. In the New Testament, in contrast to the

- hy an evil spirit, for the words, *spirit of divination™ in
verse 16, should be translated literally * spivit of Pytho.”
The extensive influence of this oracle over the minds of
men, may give us some notion of that which will be ex-
tended through the imege which shall both live and speak.
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holiness which is the Church’s character, he is called
the Man of Sin, or the Lawless One; as denoting the
unhindered nature of his actings. In John he is called
“The Antichrist,” in his special character of opposition
to Christ. In the Revelations he is called the Beast,
as denoting his moral estimation in the sight of heaven.

VII.——He will be destroyed by no human agency.

Dan. viii. 25.  “ He shall be broken without hand.”

Isaiah xi. 4. The Lord, “with the breath of His
lips shall siay the wicked one.”

2 Thess. ii. 8. The Lord shall consume him with
the breath of Histips, and with the brightness of His
coming.

Bev. xix. 15. He will come forth, who shall tread
the winepress of wrath, and by Him the Beast will be
taken.

These are the facts connected with the awful history
of this wonderful person ; a history marvellous indeed,
but very credible to those who remember the mighty
power of Satan, and that God has Himself declared,
that & time is coming, when He will withdraw in judg-
ment the restraint that e mow places on Satan’s
agency and the evil hearts of men, and send upon
them ‘¢ strong delusion that they should believe a lie.”
(2 Thess, ii.} These things were seen in the early
Church. How is it that the spirit of slumber is fallen
so deeply on us #  We much fear that none of us feel,
as we ought, the awfulness of this slumber.

#= The words of Justin Martyr are as follows. speaking
of the second coming of the Loxd, he says, “Foolish are
they and ignorant, who do not understend what has been
revealed throughout the prophete Seriptures, viz.—that
two comings of Christ are declared ; one, that in which He
has been preached in humiliation; the other, that in which
e should come in glory from heaven, at the tine when the
man of apostasy who spesks impious things against the
Most High, shall be upon the eaxth, and shall have dared

, G 2
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The 17th of Revelation still remains to be con
sidered. It is very important, as revealing what the
13th does not reveal—the connexion of Antichrist with
Babylon. The relation between the 13th and 17th of
Revelation, appears very similar to that which subsists
between the Ttk and 8th of Daniel. The Tth of
Daniel describes his history in very general terms, as
the head of the Gentile monarchy ;—the 8th gives his
gpecific relation to Jerusalem ; and so in the Revela-
tions : the 13th chapter gives the general aspect of his
character, whilst the 17th supplies his specific relation
to Babylon. In the 14th of Ismiah he is called the
king of Babylon, “the golden city ;" for he becomes for
a season the support and sustainer of its power.

He is still symbolised by a beast, with seven heads
and ten horns ; but the horns are no longer crowned ;
for God had put it into their hearts to give their royalty
unto the beast, till the words of God should Le fulfilled.

The characteristic feature of Babylon throughout the
Scriptures, is, “ greatness in the earth,” as contradis-
tinguished from greatness in the sight of heaven. We
can hardly help being strock with the truth of this, if
we examine the chapters which delineate its character.
The detail of the 14th of Tsaiah;—the character of
Nebuchadnezzar, the great prototype of Babylonish
greatness ;—the vision of the Tree which symbolised
his power; and above all, the 18th of the Revelation
sufficiently show, however much its moral influence may

lawless deeds against us Christiens.” (p. 208.) The words
employed, clearly refer to Dean. vii. Thess. ii. Chrysostom
also refers to this subjeet, his words are as follows: “ He
will not lead to idolatry, but will be some one standing in
the place of God, znd he will put down all gods, and will
give commandment, that they shonld worship him instead
of God; and he will sit in the temple of Ged, not that in
Jerusalem only, but also in the Churches every where, in
wiliich he will violently assume the presidency, endeavour-
ing to shew himself as God."
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be assisted Dby ecclesiastical system, yet that secular
greatuess is the characteristic of Babylon.  The kings
of the carth whe live deliciously ;—the merchants who
deal in gold, and silver, and precious stones; the ship-
masters, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and
as many as trade by sea;—these are they who weep and
wall and cast dust upon their heads, when Babylon is
made desolate :—and “souls of men” are but once
mentioned, as a subordinate part of its gainful traffic.

‘Wheresoever, then, the power of the image, which
Daniel saw, has been, or shall be concentrated, there is
Babylon. It may be concentrated in Nebuchadvezzar's
city, or in Persia, or in Home (whether by plysical or
moral influence, it matters not); but wherever it is
found concentrated, there, in the language of Scvipture,
would be Babylon. And wherens violence and sanguin-
ary outrage have hitherto been the chief characteristies
of every past concentration of Crontile power, it would
secm that the quiet pursuits of peace are the foundation
of this its last aggregate. 'With one or two exceptions,
the characteristics of Babylen, as noted in the chapter
which gives its final history, are those things which
men generally econsider to be of a nentral character,
which they pride themselves an pursning with zeal and
enterprise ; oljeets, for which they educate their chil-
dren, and by which what is called society is held
together in the bond of common desires and common
gratifications.— It is in fact < THE WORLD:™" and
whilst all man's systems ave of it, and while that
which calls itself the Church, may and bas identified
itself with it, yet Babylon has a distinetive character
of its own,—it is the “harlot” and not the *“adul-
teress,”—it is that which tempts, and not that which is
terpted.

We do not now inquire where the great power of the
earth will be again concentrated. The seat of the
Beast’s empire is expressly mentioned, (Rev. xvi, 10,)
anil musé have a definite existence somewhere. We
only desire to press this simple fact, that the result of
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all the offorts of human power, in which the world is
now exolting, will end in Babylon, The lLiberty of
mind, the boasted freedom from religious restraints, the
advocacy of the * rights of man,” all these are but accel-
erating springs to the universal movement into Babylon.
We say “universal movement;"—for Babylon is said
to be the great city which 1e1frneth over “ the kings of
the earth.” And all nations are said to drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.

It is not, then, in the openness of blasphemy that
Antichrist makes his first approaches upon the minds
of men. He comes supperting the systems in which
men have been delighting, and clothed in their, probably,
peaceful glory. Wherever the mystery of Babylon 1s
working, there is the place where the spirit of And-
christ, as to its present developement, is to be sought ;
and every individual, every system, that is seeking
influence or station by mesps unsanctioned by the
Spiris of God, connects itself with Babylon, is exposed
to hdr judgments, and also to the fearful dominion of
Antichrist’s subsequent power. Surely warning of this
is needed’; not only by these who wilfully close their
eyes to L that God has so graciously revealed respect-
ing the future, but by those also who, looking to crisis
cLll)Ile forget that every principle of the coming evil, is
worlting on every side around them.*

And if any believer avows lis connection with
Bahylon, he avows his sin and his shame. He avows a
connection for which he alone is responsible, which God
Iras never formed, which God has eommanded him to
break. Lt matters not whether they be the formed or
the unformed principles of Babylon, the command
-varigs not :—* Come out of her my people, that ye be

# It is to be feared that many are tampering with it, in
viclation of their conseience, for the sake of ** Influence.”
. Men will often be reaily to saerifice prospects, health, and
" riehes, but influence they will not smrrender. They will
buy it by the sacrifice of all.
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nat partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.” He who knowingly and designedly tolerates
partial evil now, has surely no right te conclude, that
he will be delivered from the degire to tolerate it in
its entireness, when “the enemy shall come in like a
fond.™

Babylon will be destroyed by the Beastx The sys-
tems which men shall have formed with the helps of
their “unfettered energies,” will be swept away; their
rights and their liberty (which after all is but the
liberty of selfishness seeking its own advancement) will
be heard of no more ; aud mstead of the realization of
their flattering visions, every energy will be fettered
into dreadful subjection to him, whom all shall worship
whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book of
life.

The destruection of Babylon, through the instrumen-
tality of the DBeast, is the lasg act of the Father’s
chastisements.  All Fis adminstration towards the
earth, ag described in the central part of the Revelation,
has the character of chastisement, and not of utterly
destroying judgment ; though the only effect is, that
men only blaspheme God the more on account of their
plagues. (Rev. xvi. 9.) Nevertheless even after the
destruction of DBabylon, the voice of warning is once

# [This certainly requires correction, for in this and the
following puragraph two things sre confounded. There Is
a systemt of Babylon by which earthly greatness will have
been again conecentrated, which will be destroyed by the
Beast; just as the Roman Kmperors destroyed the Republi-
" eeh-institntions, which were the means by which their
greatness had been reached. The destruction of Babylon
locally is however wholly o different thing ;~this takes
place before the destruction of the beast, but not by his
instmmentality.  See Isa. xiil. This is not the place to go
into the details which relate to this subject, but the cor-
rection of what hed been stated above is of some impor-
tance, for the clear understanding of the prophetic outlines
which have been drawn. Ep.]
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more uttered, for the last time :—* If any man worship
the Beast and his image, and reccive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out, without
mixture, into the cup of His indignation.” (Rev. xiv. 9.)

itis under the Beast, that the kings of the earth and
of the whole world, are gathered to the battle of the
great day of God Almighty. And now the Son taketh
unto Himself His great power; His foes are made His
footatool.  The rod of His strength is sent out of Zion.
He ruleth in the midst of His enemies. He comes to
administer, not chastisement, but utterly destroying
judgment; for He treadeth the winepress of wrath.
And by Him the beast is taken; and with him the
false proplet, that wrought miracles before him,—These
both are cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone. =

Such is the termination of the times in which we
live; or, as they are called in Seripture, the “Day of
Man.” The day of the Lord will then begin:—* For
the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one
that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is
lifted up; and he shall be bronght low: and upor all
the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and
upon all the osks of Bashan, and upon all the high
mountains, and upor all the hills that are lifted up, and
upon every ligh tower, and upon every fenced wall, and
upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upen all pleasant
pictures. And the loftiness of man shall be bowed
down, and the hanghtiness of men shall be made low :
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. And
the idols He shall utterly abolish. And they shall go
into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His

* The identity of the person described in the 13th and
17th of Revelation, -is shewn by a comparison of the
following passages, Rev. xiil. 12-—14, xvi. 13, 14, and xix.
19, 20. . :
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majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth.
In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his
idols of goid, which they had made each one for himself
to worship, to the moles and to the hats: to go into the
clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty,
when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth. Cease ye
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of ?” (Isaiah ii.)

“ Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even
they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord.”
(Ps. cvil. 48.)

FRIDAY.

Question—Wuar does Seripture say will be the first
movement of Christ towards the earth? What the
Apostasy and consequent rejection of the Professing
Church ? How far are Ministers of the Word respon-
sible for not proclaiming His speedy Coming, or not
warping of the Judgments to precede it ?

Tuye state of the eartl, since the crucifixion of the Lovd
Jesus Christ, is represented, in Scripture, us Darlmess,
Whilst He wasin the world, He was the Light of the
world : but after He Lad left it, the whole peried of His
absence is described as Night. We find 8t Paul thus
speaking of it, * The night is far spent, the day is at
hand ;" and St. Peter, when pressing upen Christians to
give heed unto the sure word of prophecy, calls it the
light which was to guide them in this peried of dark-
ness: *a light that shineth in a dark place, until the
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day dawn.” During this darkness, it is Man’s Day;
and this in contrast with that which Scripture character-
istically calls the Day of the Lord, and whichk always
denotes the period which terminates the present mingled
scene of sin and misery, rebellion and judgment, by
ushering in the time when the Heavens do rule. It is
the appellation which Scripture gives it,—* With me it
is a very small thing that I should be judged by you, or
of Man’s Day, {margin} &e. therefore judge nothing
before the time, until the Lord come.” {1 Cor. iv. 3, 5.)

The characteristics of this peried are—

I.—Creation is represented as groaning and travailing
in pain together. (Rom. viii, 22.) *The earth mowrn-
eth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth
away.” (Is. xxiv. 4.) But it looks for the removal of
the curse which is on it, at a time which is to come,
* For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for
the manifestation of the Sons of God; because the crea-
tion itself alse shall be delivered from the bondage of
(Eg)rmption, into the glorious liberty of the children of

jod.”

IT.—During this period the Gentiles are in authority.
¢ Jerusalem is trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” *Blindnessin part
is happened unto Tsrael, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in.”

TII.—The Jews are still ‘*“ A proverb and a bye-word
among ail the nations, whither the Lord hathled them.”
(Deut. xxviil}) * For the children of Tsrael shall abide
many days without a king, and without a prince, and
without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an
ephod, and without teraphim.” (Hosea iii. 4.)

Now, as surely as this is the present state of the
earth, the creation, the Geutile and the Jew, so surely
is it noted in the Seripture of truth, that these several
states shall be aliered. We read of the coming of a
“ morning without clonds;” (2 Sam. xxiii.) a time when
the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in hig
wings; when the darkness which has covered the earth,
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shall be diepersed, the vail shall be taken away from
Israel; and that vail which is spread over all nations.
{Isalah xxv.) Creation will then, and mnot till then, be
set free from the bondage in which it is now held; a
bondage which is so little sympathized in now, that few
know what it is, even in a slight measure, to enter into
the mind of the Apostle, when he describes the spirit of
the believer, as looking forward in unison with the
groaning creation around him, to the day which will
bring the fulness of liberty te both, even deliverance
from the body of this death, and from the thraldom in
which he, who has the power of death, has lkeld every
thing that Adam forfeited when be believed Satan, and
broke the link which held all created things in the per-
fect blessedness of unity with God. And this power of
Satan, without entering into discussion respecting it,
since it has been spoken of before, we would again
desire to be pressed upon the minds of Christians, be-
cause there is so much disbelief of i, such unaceount.
able forgetfulness of the actual effects of the Fall of Man,
and consequently such an infinity of false reasonings on
the present state of things, because this single considera-
tion is omitted in the account.

And wherefore is it that apparent disorder and con-
fusion still take the place of order and righteousress ?
Wherefore do we see sin and Satan still reigning, dark-
ness covering the earth, and God’s purpose of blessing
as yet unfulfilled ? Even because Christ has not yet
sat down on His own throne. He now occupies the
Father's throne; (see Rev. iii. 21,) and therefore in
that which is, as to the world, only the exercise of provi-
dential control,* there is scope for evil to work its will.
But a5 soon as the Lord Jesus leaves the position in
which He now is, and which He vccupies uxtin his foes
are made his footstool ; then the exevcise of righteous-

* See question of Wednesday Livening.
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ness begins, and the words of God will be fulfilled—
Then will be deliverance, and not til} then,

The Lord Jesus will continue to sii on the throne of
the ¥ather, until the Father shall have discontinued
the exercise of that power which has specifically for its
ohject, “to make Christ’s foes His footstool.” We have
noticed in the preceding evening, that the central part
of the Revelation describes this exercise of the Father's
power in judicial chastisements and warnings, until the
last warning against the Beast is rejected, and the
nations are gathered at Armageddon : and this, therefore,
is the concluding event of what may be spec’” .1y cal-
led «The dispensation of the Father.” It is at Arma-
geddon that Christ's foes are made His feotstool ; and
He is to remain on the Father's throne until then : and
Jerusalem is the place from which the rod of His power
is to be sent forth.

This is very important, as conuecting the conclusion
of Christ's sitting on the Father's throne, with the
gathering of the nations under Antichrist and the state
of Jernsalem :—7These events are similarly connected
in the 7ih of Daniel.

The gathering at Armageddon, which is the time
when the rod of Christ’s power is sent forth, is said to
be “The great day of God Almighty.” It is important
to observe this expression, because it identifles this
period with so many passages throughout the Old and
New Testament; some referving to Jerusalem, and
others to the earth at large.

#The day of the Lord is great and very terrible, and
who can abide it?” (Joel ii. 11.) +Behold the day
cometh which ghall burn ag an oven, and all the proud,
yea and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble;” and in
connexion therewith—* The Lord whom ye seek shall
suddenly cone to His temple, behold He shall come,
saith the Lord of hosts, but who shall abide the day of
is comine ? or who shall stand when He appeareth 7
The gathering at Armageddon is the concluding event
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in the * Day of Man; "—the manifestation of the Lord
to destroy those who arve gathered, is the commencing
event of the *Day of the Lord;” an expression which
extends to the whole period, during which He, whose
name in the Branch, shall execute righteousness and
judgment in the eavth.

The coming {=apovoa, literally, presence,) or Revela-
tion, (amoradviec) of the Lord Jesus in the manner
deseribed in the 63rd of Isaiah, and the 19th of Revels-
tion, is therefore the act which commences the day of the
Lord. And every event of blessing to the saints, and
judgme  to the world, (for every thing which precedes,
has been chastisement) is made to depend thereupon.
If it be asked—

When is Satan bound ?  When the Lord comeTm cut
of His place. (Isaiab xxvi, 21, and xxvii. 1.)

When is the Antichrist destroyed? By the bright-
ness of His comme. (2 Lhess. i1, 8.)

‘When are the departed saints raised ? At Christ's
commye. (1 Cor. xv. 23.)

‘When does creation rejoice ! Before the Lord when
He cowrrr. (Ps. xevi. xevil)

When will saints be like Him? When He shall
appear. (1 Jobn iii. 2.)

When will creation groan no longer? When the
saints shall be manifested as the Sons of God. (Rom.
viii, 19—23.)

This gathering, we have already said, is connected
with Jerusalem. The glorious hely land is the appoint-
ed place in which Chiist’s enemies will be made His
footstool. The testimony of Zechariah xii. xiv. and of
Joel iil. to this point, has already been quoted,—* Mulii-
tudes, multitudes in the valley of judgment; for the day
of the Lord is near, in the valley of judgment. The sun
and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall
withdraw their shining.” ¢TIt shall be ore day known
mnio the Lord; not day nor night, but at evening time
it shall be light.”

H
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This collection of the natiens under the last great
instrament of Satan, whose power hes been largely
dwelt upon in the preceding questions, will bring Jeru-
salem into its last season of distress.—And it is not the
cry of the saints in heaven, for they are admonished to
rest; nor the cry of the saints on earth, for they are
allowed to be overcome; but it Is the ery of Jerusalem
which causes the Lord Jesus to coME.

Jerusalem ig brought to the very extremity of distress.
“ It is the day of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved
out of it;” for it is then the cry to the God of Israel is
heard in their distresses. The main body of the nation
will be in utter ungodliness, and none of them will have
looked upon Him whom they have pierced ;—but there
will be a faithful remnant who still retajin their alle-
giance to Jehovah, and in the midst of the universal
destruction they willbe preserved. They will ery “ Help
Lord for the godly man ceaseth:” (Ps. xii.) they will
remind the Lord of His ¢wn honour and of His own
Holy name ;— Wherefore should they say among the
heathen where is their God?” (see Ps. Lexix. and Joel
ii.) 'Then, as it is written, * The Lord will be jealous
for His land, and pity His people.” He Himself has
spoken of the time. “ For the Lord: shall judge His
people and repent Himself for His servants, when He
seath that their power is gone, and there is none shut up
or left.” (Deut. xxxil. 36.)) “Now will I arise, saith
the Lord, T will set him in safety from him that puffeth
at him.” ¢ Then will I remember my covenant with
Jacob, and also my covenant with Tsaac, and also my
covenant with Abrabam will T remember; and I will re-
member the land.”  (Lev. xxvi. 42.)

He will come out of His place, into which He has
retived till they shall acknowledge their offence. (Flosea
v. 15.) That place is heaven; (ovpawoc) “ Whom the
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all
things.” *“The Lord shall descend jfrom heaven.” w1
saw heaven opened.” The Jews are exhorted to repent,
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in order that the heaven may cease to retain Him, and
that the times of restitution may come. (Acts iii.)

He shall descend from heaven, not secretly, but with
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the
trump of God; and shall come into the air, and there
the sgints shall Meer Him, end be brought with ¥im
10 the earth; at the time when His feet shall siand
upon the Mount of Olives, and when it is said to Jeru-
salem, “the Lord my God shall come and all the saints
with thee,” ({Zech. xiv.)

His coming, then, is definitely to Jerusalem, and His
coming there is the time of refreshing, and the time of
restitution,® and not the destrnciion of all things; a
restitution immediately connected with the repentance
- of the Jews, even as it is elsewhere written, * If the
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world,
what shall the receiving of them be but kfe from
dead ?" (Rom. xi. 15.) Now this restitution of all
things is declared to have been the burthen of prophetie
testimony from the heghuring, and that testimony is to
earthly blessing. In this respect we must confess our
iguorance, for our minds have been used to connect the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with the destruction of
all things, and the passing away of creation. Bat so
far frow that, it is said that when Ile comera to judge
{rule), the earth shall rejoice, and the world shall be
established. (Ds. xevi. 12, 13, &e.) Let any allowance
whatsoever be made for figurative Jangnage, one car-
dinal point remains ;—when He cometh to the earth,
the earth shall rejoice; and he who denies that, denies

* The substantive is only used in Actsiii. 21, but the
verb from which it is denved, Matt. =xit. 13, xvil. 11,
Mark iil. 5, xidi. 28, ix. 12, Luke xi. 10, Acts 1. 6, Heb.
xiii. 19 is, invariably rendered restorve, and implies a
former state of relative perfectness to which the thing was
to he brought back from its present state. It is the same
word as is used in reference to the man who had bis
withered hand restored whole like the other.

H 2
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the plainest testimony of God's word. Jesus is to
remam mm heaven mot till the destruction, but till the
restitution of all things.

And now with respect to the last part of this ques-
tion, 1t is pamful indeed that the declaration of the
Lord’s Coming should be considered only in the light
of judgment., Nothing shows more clearly the de-
graded state of Christlanity, than that any Christian
should wish to put any thing between him and this his
only proper and blessed hope. There are two things
to be considered :—The Lord’s Coming, snd the ju-
dicial chastisements to precede it; and then the
question as to the responsibility of Ministers in deelar-
ing these things. The distinction between the Lord's
Coming and the chastisements to precede it, is Impor-
tant. The destruction of Babylon is antecedent to the
Tord’s Coming and the resurrection of the saints. In
such visitations the saints may be, and be Lept in
them : but when the Lord Jesus Christ comes person-
.ally to judgment, when He judges those who destroy
the earvth, then His saints will he with Him. Now if
God has given us the details of these judgments, surely
we are responsible for declaving them. Asto the fact
of “a judgment to come” at all, it is purely prophetic,
resting on the testimony of Ged's werd; and if it ix
enlarged upon in that word, and especially in that
which is peculiarly owr portion—the New Testament,
then the question is, ars we to declare the whole
counsel of God or not? And if there be one fact
established by past history it is this,—that the testimony
of judgment has never beew aceeptable to God's professing
people—It has been received by those who were not
{asin the ease of Nineveh); but never by those wheo
were. From Noab down o the great Prophet the
Lord Jesus, the prerchers of righteousness were preach-
ers of judgment. And what says Stephen? « Which of
the prophets have not your fathers persecuted 2 Tt is
deeply entwined in the nature of man to believe the
state of things, in which ke is, to be the final one; and
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he camnot bear to be told of its subversion, and the
introduction of another. Hence ell God’s prophets
were prophets of judgment, and all the prophets of the
people were prophets of peace. Now these things are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. 'Lrue, we do delight to preach the
glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, as
filling the hearts of His sutfering people with joy un-
speakable and full of glory. We would rather set it
forth as a hope, than a terror; but there i3 an Apos-
tasy, and caution is needful. Is not warning needful to
Iingland, the glory of Christendom, g5 to veligions effort ¢
Is there not here a zeal for Ged, but not according to
knowledge? But the great evil of overlooking judg-
ment, has been to divert our atiention from the actual
state of Christendom.® Here Satan has got en advan-
tage over us; we look to the idolatry of the Heathen,
and our compassion s appealed to, and rightly in their
Lehalf; but sovely those very Heathen sholl arise in
judgment with Chuistendom, and condemn it. What
18 the state of France ?+ almost avowedly without Geod ;
the Lord’s day cutirely turned to a day of recreation
and amusement. (rermany leavened with Neology;
and in Switzerland, authoritative prohibition to preach
on the leading doctrines of the Gospel. Portugal,
Spain, Ltaly, either under Popish bigotry or infidelity.

% 8o little is the state of Christendom eonsidered, that
when perhaps iwo or three hundred thousand pounds are
gnnually expended in Missions to the East or West, only
eighteen hundred pounds were contributed last year,
[1833] to the Continental Secicty, for the support of the
Missionaries in Europe,

+ Bince the Meeting for thess questions, a statement has
appeared In the Newspapers, exhibiting the moral degrada-
tion of France in a most fearful mapner. A Dramatic
Piece, mast pepularly received has been exhibited, in which
obscenity is only surpassed by the most daring Llasphemy.
Each onc of the great realities of Cliristianity being intro-
duced and burlesqued in a manner not fit to be mentioned.

3
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Is not the voice of warning to be pressed on them ?  Is
this the only pertion of the globe to which, because it has
the name of Churistian, we shall not send the Gospel ?
Yea, what shall we preach unto them, but the Ever-
lasting Gospel; saying, with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to Him; for the HOUR of His
JUDGMENT is coming. (Rev. xiv. 6—8.) Now
whilst it is our glory to declare the finished worl of
Christ upon the cross to perishing sinners, and to set
forth the preciousness and suitahleness of His priest-
hood to those who come to God through Him ; we feel
it a responsibility, that we cannot shift from ourselves,
to state that which is so definitely declaved in God's
word,—that Jesus will not always remain at the right
hand of God; and that when He rises up and shuts
to the door, there 18 no entrance in.  Surely 1t i3 cur
business not only in general terms, to warn sinners to
flee from the wrath to come, but, as far as we are
enabled by the Seripture, to give definiteness to every
partienlar, that it may rest upon the mind, n the
manner in which God's wisdom has been pleased to
reveal it.

But there is another remark connected with this
question. Jtis not only the duty of a minister of the
word to preach the Gospel, but according to his ability
to feed the sheep, and strengthen the lambs. Do we
not find that it is for the Lord’s glory, that His people
should be walking together in the light, and bringing
forth fruit unto God? Should we not be anxions that a
man should not only be saved, but have praise of God,
that he should not only he saved as by fire, but have an
abundant entrance ministered unto him into the everlast-
ing kingdom of our Lord and Baviour Jesus Christ ? We
must add to our faith knowledge. Now if we desire to
have the people of Gud edified, we are not left to the
choice of subjects to effect this ; God knows their souls,
and has put forth objects of faith and objects of hope, by
which moral effects will be produced. What did the
Apostle tell the Thessalonians ?  To wait for the Lord
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from beaven; to look not only to, but for Him. If
they wanted to warn, what did they say? * Seeing that
all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be ?” (1 Pet. iii.) If they wanted
to give consolation in the season of death, ‘“Those
which sleep in Jesus, God will bring with Him; we
that are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord,
shall be caught up to meet Him in the air, and so shall
we ever be with the Lord; wherefore comfort one
another with these words.” (1 Thess, iv.)) Since these
things have ceased to be pressed upon the Church the
moral effects have been lost. On this ground we feel
the responsibility which lies upon those who would
edify the Lord's people, to give those subjects the pre-
eminence which they hold in God's Word. When we
find the souls of them that were slain for the Word of
God, saying, * How long ?” is it for us to say that it is
a little thing, whether our hearts harmonize with the
saints in hesven ?

Now, with respect to the Church, the announeement
of judgment- is most important. The Church has for-
gotten the coming of the Lord, and forgotten what is
to be judged. The minds of many Christians are very
confused as to what Babylon is; and whether the earth
deserve to be judged or not, and much more as to the
characteristics of that time. With respect to the signs
of those things which are coming to pass, as teachmg
us how to interpret Scripture, the disbelief of judgment
has produced a most fearfol error in the Church; men
have taken passages relative to judgment, and applied
them to mercy. Now we ask solemuly, has not this been
done ? Is it not a most fearful thing that the G3rd chap.
of Issiah quoted in Rev. xix. 15, should be not only
used in the Church of England services, but be found
in other writings, high in the estimation of the Church
at large, and applied to acis of mercy, instead of to the
dreadful day of the wrath of the Larb ? TIs it a slight
thing to be able to divide the word aright; to dis-
tinguish between promise and warning, blessing and
Jjudgroent?




80

And now, as to the world. It is no faithful testi-
mony to 1t, if the book of Revelation be God's word,
and Babylon a system to be established, to say that the
knowledge of the Lord is going to cover the earth
through the causes now in operation.—It is a false en-
couragement ; the world will bear it and go along with
it, for itis crying © Peace;” and the world delighteth
in the thoughts of its own agency bringing about this
glory. Man will rejoice in the works of his own hands,
but is jealows of God's interference. We are bound to
speak of Babylon, and of God's strange act; we are
bound to testify that there is no single place where & time
of earthly blessing 1s spoken of, without its being pre-
ceded by _]u(]umeut * Therefore wait ye uponme, “saith
the Lord,” until the day I rvise up to the prey; for my
determination is to gather the nations, that I may
assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine in-
dignation, even all my fierce anger, for all the earth
shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. For
then will 1 turn to the people a pure language, that
they may eall upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him
with one consent.” (Zeph. iil. 8, 9.) Now Ministers
of the Gospel are saying what will be, but not saying
what will precede it

With respect to preaching the Gospel, the view of
these Truths will make a man instant in season and
out of season. A Minister of the Gospel never ought
to be any where, where he could not preach the Gospel.
So far from interfering with preaching the Gospel, if
rightly held, these considerations would make men
preach it with double power, and live as those who
believe that the end of all things is at band. The
testimeny of the Spirit is to the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow; and if we bave the
Spirit of Christ, our testimony will be correspondent
to this.

In conclusion, Brethren, we seek for ourselves and
for others, that we may know how to walk and please
God. Our place, as Christians, is to be wecping as
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though we wept not; buying as though we possessed
not; because the time is short, and the fashion of thie
world passeth away. DBut if there be such a thing as
Balbyylon, its principles are widely different from these.
And we have to see to if, whether in any way we are
serving it or helping it, by seeking for ourselves, or our
relatives, or children, those things which shall make
them great in this world; but which the day of the
Lord will cast down. ¢ Come out of her my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues.”

Ave we in o state to meet the Lord? Is there any
thing of this world which would make us desire, in our
hearts, that the Lord should delay His Coming? Then
let us see to it, whether our hearts be not in Babylon.
Tt is time for us to measure every step we take; and
those who are now faithful and truc will find, even in
the smooth state of things around them, that they will
have much to forsake in following the Lord. May He
grant us wisdom in our walk, and to love His appearing.
That which we seek for ourselves and others, let us seek
in wisgdom ; and then we shall walk in wisdom towards
God and- before men, in ralice being Children, but n
understanding—Men.

APPENDIX.

WE earnestly desire to remind our Chrisiian Brethren,
that there is nothing in these (to many) new views
which at all militate againgt the common faith of Ged's
elect. ‘They, who adhere to them, as precious parts of
God’s revealed truth, believe, as firmly as any com, in
the eternal love wherewith the Church bas been loved,
—its sure salvation, through its union with its risen
Head,—its sanctification by His blood,—the abiding
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presence of the Comforter,—and its eternal portion in
Heavenly places, DBut they believe that something
further has been revealed, as profitable for mstruction in
righteousness, and tending to stablish, and not to an-
settle, in the simple faith of the Gospel,

They, who have proved the doctriues, can alone be
competent judges of their effects: but it is plain that
many, whilst refusing to search the Scriptures, have
become prophets themselves, and predicted, without re-
Jerring to Scripture for their proof,-—thab the Apostasy
ig past,—that the Lord will never visit the earth egain,
except when He comes fo destroy it; and have ventured
to describe the character and instrumental causes of the
Millennial rest.

In reality, then, they bhave not past by the inquiry as
to what is coming to pass upon the earth, but have de-
termined ii for themselves, apart from Seripture. The
testimony of the Scriptures has been already given, and
we leave it with the consciences of onr brethven. We
see them (as being men) necessarily connected with the
earth; and we are sure of the practical importance of
their learnming to think and speak about the things of
earth in their connexion with God. The histery and
interests of nations lave been too often considered as
newtral ground, on which belicvers and the world mey
meet and hold common converse ;—and the darkness of
this delusion can only be dissipated by that light
“shining in a dark place ;" which shows that in these
things also the end has been traced from the beginning;
and when once this light is scen and walked in, it wall
soon be found that the Church can have no common
Judgment with the world, even on things in which they
have a common interest.

With respect to the final Apostasy, the 8th of Daniel
hes been especially rested on, as atfording three decided
criterions of its character; which are answered neither
by Popery nor Mahomedanism, nor any thing that is
past. Nevertheless the utter abomination of the Papal
systern is in no way extenuated. Popery is the master-
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piece of Satan in & particular way.— He has taken the
evil principles of human nature and woven them to-
gether in a system of astonishing unity, calculated to
ensnare every human passion and interest. The num-
ber of adherents whom Popery has led to perdition has
indeed been many; but wany else, who have acknow-
ledged its anthority, have doubtless huilt their faith on
the common foundation :* whereas of Antichrist, it is
written, that all his followers will be invelved in his own
ruin ;--all who worship him shall be tormented day
and night for ever and ever—And all shall worship
him whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

# The doctrines of Popery are in themselves sonl-destroy-
ing; so that a eonsistent Papist could not be saved, inas-
much as he * frustrates the grace of God” Yet many a
poor Romanist may, under the mass of superstition with
which he is encumbered, be really looking to the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Lamb of Ged that has borne away his
sin.—So true is it that in this, as well as other systems,
there ave individuals who, by grace, are raised above their
doctrings, though they have not light enough to disentangle
themselves entirely.
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POSTECRIPT.

[The Second Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ is now far more generally acknowledged by Chris-
tians, as the hope set before the Ghureh of God, than was
the cass when the preceding pages first appeared twelve
Fears &go.

The mmportence of these truths and of testimony to
them is as great now as it was then; but if they have
& practical power upon the soul, they must be held as
God has set them forth, and held in the Bpivit. If we
really wait for the coming of our Lord, it behoves us to
wait Beripturally :—elss, what power can there be in our
testimony ? what ability to use this truth as a warning or
as an encouragement? Many may hold this hope as an
indefinite thing, without having Iearned from Seripture the
manner and eireomstances in which it is there presented;
they therefore do not apprehend rightly either the eircum-

stances of the Church or the world at that time :—they do
- not see the evils which are al work, and these which yet will
be at work, and which will rize to a head and only be
sbolished by the coming of Him, who will take His blood-
bought and believing people unto Himself. In giving o
testimony to this day of glory we are responsible for stating
also what will precede it. 'We are respounsible, for God has
stated it in His word,—see Thess. ii., 2 Pei. 1i. iii.—and as
the stream of evil will widen, therefore Christians should
be warned of these things before-hand, so that knowing
them they may not be led astray by the ervor of the wicked.
‘We have no hope but the coming of Christ, even as we
have no ground of confidence but His precious bloed shed
for us; and if we have this hope really in our souls as the
early Church had, we can bear to be told of days of deepen-
ing ¢vil, and the other similar signs of the coming on
of that day, even as they could bear if;—and this
knowledge instead of causing our hope to be dimned
before our view, will lead us to hold it as God has set it
forth, and to know it as having a present separating power.
We are to tale the warnings of God's word as well as the
encouragements, and to receive them in humble thankful-
ness to Him who has seen fit thus to reveal them. Ep.]

LND.
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