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Tuis VoLUuME will complete “THE NORTHERN WITNESS” in its present style and size, Next
year (D.V.) the following alterations will be made :—

THE TITLE will henceforth be ¢ Zhe Witness” ouly, dropping the word * Northern,” as our
Magazine now circulates in all parts of the world,

THE SIZE will be slightly reduced, so as to make it more easily handled, both in numbers and
volumes.

THE TYPE will be new, a clear old-faced letter, as used in most of the Magazines of the
present day.

THE PAPER will be whife, of good quality, and specially made for our Magazine.

DIAGRAMS AND CHARTS, illustrative of Prophetic and other Scriptures, with explanatory
matter, will be introduced at intervals,

THE MATTER.—An endeavour will be made to have a little more variety—including select
Short Articles, Bible Readings, Gleanings, &c.

THE PRICE AND OTHER ITEMS CONTINUE AS BEFORE.
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‘NORTHERN WITNESS.

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE
THESSALONIANS.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS, BY J. R. C.
Introduction of the Gospel into Thessalonica.

T might be interesting to us, before we
enter upon the consideration of this
epistle, to look at the account given us
in Acts xvii. of the introduction of the

= Gospel into Thessalonica.

Verse 1.—“Now when they (Paul and Silas) had
passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came
- to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews.”

‘When the Lord Jesus, after His resurrection, com-
missioned His disciples to go in His name among all
" nations and preach the Gospel, He told them to begin
“'at Jerusalem (Luke xxiv. 46-48); therefore, the
Apostle who was in sympathy with the heart of Christ,
~ made it his first business when he entered a city to
* seek out the Jewish synagogue there to reason with
his brethren in the flesh, out of the scriptures. We

see from the following verses that this is what he did
~ in Thessalonica. “And Paul, as his manner was,
. went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned
with them, opening and alleging that Christ must
needs have suffered and risen again from the dead ;
and that this Jesus whom I preach unto you is
Christ,” (verse 2-3).

The Old Testament. Scriptures became the basis of
all his teaching, because the Jews believed in them,

and held them in the highest esteem; but, when

dealing with the Gentiles who knew not the Scriptures,
he goes on a different line. This we see from his
_ address to the Athenians, which we have in the latter
part of the same chapter, (verse 22-34).

Paul went into the synagogue three sabbath days
and reasoned with them out of the Scriptures.” That
was the seventh day of the week, which the Jews
- continued to hold. Christ rose from the dead on the
first day of the week, and we read in Acts xx. 7, that

the disciples met on the first day of the week to break
A

bread. The Jews were accustomed to meet every
sabbath day in their synagogue and thers was an
opportunity for any one able to teach to take the
Scriptures and read them. Our Lord did so in the
synagogue of Nazareth. Paul also availed himself of
this liberty.

Paul showed them from the Old Testament that
(tod’s anointed was not merely a reigning Christ, but
a Christ who had first to suffer and die, and then rise
from the dead. That was the foundation of all his
teaching. He proved to them from the very Scriptures
that were read in their synagogue every sabbath day,
that Jesus of Nazareth whom they looked upon
as an imposter, whom they hated, blasphemed, and
put to death on the cross, that that same Jesus was
the very Christ of God.

Verse 4.—“ And some of them believed.”  This is
the result of Gospel testimony, This was the result
of Paul’s testimony at Corinth also; but, the opposition
was 80 great there that he was well nigh leaving the
work altogether, but the Lord appeared to him in a
vision by night and said unto him, “Be not afraid,
but speak, and hold not thy peace : for I am with thee,
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee ; for I have
much people in this city ” (Acts xviii. 7-11). As the
Lord looked down on that city of poor deluded
idolators, He saw amongst them those that were yet
to be His own, and monuments of His saving grace
and power.

Verse 4.—* They consorted with Paul and Silas;
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of
the chief women not a few.”  They, as it were, drew
to them and cast in their lot with them. They found
that they had something in common. They were all
partakers of the common salvation ; and trusted in the
One at the right hand of God, whom man had rejected,
but whom God had raised up and crowned with glory
and honour.  Paul and Silas and those Thessalonian
converts were bound together by a tie that none could
sever. How blessed was the fellowship that was thus
brought about through the knowledge of the Son of
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God, who had saved and united them to Himself for
ever !

“The devout Greeks.”—These probably were not
of the stock of Abraham, but Grecians who had
accepted the Scriptures of the Jews—elsewhere called
“proselytes.” They were Grecians by birth, but Jews
by religion. You see here the advantage of knowing
at least the letter of the Scriptures; this aecounts for
the great power and speedy progress made by this
young church at Thessalonica. Scotland possesses ne
greater privilege than this, that children from thelr
infancy have been taught the Scriptures.

“ And of the chief women not a few.” We see how

remarkably the Lord owned the testimony of His

servant, Paul. In three weeks after going to this
place a church was gathered out from among self-
righteous Jews and superstitious idolators. He went
as a stranger to a strange city, without any intimation
or influential friends, but God was with him and
wrought by him, This shows us what a mighty work
God ean do in a very short time, if He is trusted in
to do it. God carries on His own work in His own
way, and by instruments fitted and approved by
Himself. There is little machinery needed when God
works, but there is much power.

Verse 5.— The Jews which believed not, moved
with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the
baser sort, and gathered a company and set all the
city in an uproar, &c.” We see here Satan’s gathering
in opposition to Christ’s gathering. Wherever there
is the mighty power of God’s Spirit put forth, depend
upon it Satan, the adversary, will seek to put forth
his power to oppose God’s work. Those unbelieving
Jews, filled with envy, got wicked men of the lowest
class—immoral persons having no conscience—to do
the work for them which they were ashamed to do
themselves.

Verse 5-7.—* They assaulted the house of Jason,
and sought to bring them out to the people. And
when they found them not, they drew Jason and
certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, erying,
These that have turned the world upside down are
come hither also, whom Jason hath received ; and
these all do contrary to the decrees of Ceesar, saying
there is another king, one Jesus.” We get here a
remarkable side light upon the Gospel that the
apostle preached. One might attend many of our
Gospel meetings Sunday after Sunday for more than

three Lord’s-days and never hear a syllable concerning
Jesus, the King! They would hear, no doubt, of
Jesus as the Saviour, and the Sacrifice. But the
claims of Christ as king evidently formed a part of
the Apostle’s testimony. In his ministry amongst
them he had been showing from the Scriptures of the
Old Testament that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ,
God’s anointed king ; not merely to reign over a pro-
vince, or country, but to wield universal dominion.

So matter of fact was Paul's preaching that they
said, “He teaches that there is another king than
Ceesar.” Paul taught them to be “subject unto the
higher powers ” (Romans xiii. 1), and to “fear God and
honour the king” (1 Peter ii. 13-17) Nevertheless,
it ought to be our testimony that the rejected One of
Nazareth has been received up into glory, and is
waiting at the right hand of God until the moment
comes, appointed by the Father, when He shall make
His enemies His footstool, and reign as King of
kings and Lord of lords.

Verses 10-11.—*“ The brethren immediately sent
away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea ; who coming
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These
were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that
they received the Word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the Scripture daily whether these things
were s0.” This is real nobility in God’s sight.
These people brought what they had heard to the
test of Scripture. They had not the Bible in their
pockets as we have. Probably they could only see
the Scriptures on the parchment roll attached to the
desk in the synagogue, and there they would go and
listen to the apostle, and then search to see if these
things were so. That .is how we ought to put to
the test all the doctrine that we may hear or read
from the lips or pen of any servant of the Lord. If
it stands the test of Scripture then receiveit. ¢ Take
fast hold of instruction ; let her not go : keep her, for
she is thy life ” (Prov. iv. 13.) But if it won't bear
the test of Scriptures then reject it altogether.

Verse 12.—¢Therefore many of them believed
also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of
men not a few.” This was the blessed result of the
testimony of Paul and Silas, God owned His ser-
vants’ testimony. < He gave testimony to the Word
of His grace.”

We see how God sustained His servants in all their
labours ; and what manner of men they were for the
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sake of those among whom they laboured. What
self-denial, what reproach, what suffering and per-
secution they endured in order that they might
reach those people with the Gospel ! How very little
we know, in these days in which we live, of the hard-
ships, persecutions, and trials that those servants
passed through, whilst doing the will of Christ in
carrying the Gospel message to those poor benighted
sinners. How very little we know of going into the
very heart of the enemy’s camp with the Gospel of
the grace of God. Nothing will enable us to do this
but the mighty sustaining grace of God. The
Apostle Paul counld say, ¢ By the grace of God I am
what I am : and His grace which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain ; but I laboured more abundantly
“than they all ;vyet not I, but the grace of God that
was in me ” (1 Cor. xv. 10).

1 THEss. 1., 1.

Having thus glanced at the historic record of the
beginning of the Thessalonian Church, let us turn
now to 1 Thess. i. 1. “Paul and Silvanus (or Silas),
and Timotheus unto the Church of the Thessalonians,
which is in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus
 Christ.” What a magnificent description of the
Church! Oh how secure ! Such a description could
only apply to those who were redeemed by the pre-
cious blood ; believers in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Those epistles were not addressed to  churches”
such as we see around us now, generally composed of
a very few believers, and a great many unbelievers,
mixed up together. How could it be said of such a
“church” that it was “in God the Father and in the
Lord Jesus Christ?” Yet this is exactly what applies
to an assembly composed of believers gathered unto
the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. What a
blessed and secure position for a Church to be in! “In
God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ/” J esus,
the Saviour, Christ the anointed, and Jesus Christ,
the Lord ; the One who alone has a right to them,
Who is the Head and Lord of His household ; the

One that they were to look to and appeal to in every.

thing. The Apostle Paul, who had been amongst
them as the Lord’s servant, ministering to them
the Grace of God, and instructing them in the will of
the Lord, he, as it were, retires out of sight, and says
to them, “ You are just a little company gathered in

weakness, and surrounded by enemies; but you are
in God the Father, and He is your sun and shield.
You are in the Lord Jesus Christ, and Him you are
to love, serve, and obey.” You see there is a Divine
meaning and order in all these names which are
applied to Gtod and the Son.

How blessed their position, surrounded as they
were by the malice of the enemy—they were in God
the Father ; a Father’s heart, a Father's arm, and a
Father’s love were all engaged on behalf of that little
Church ; and it is our privilege, as those separated
from the world unto Himself, to count upon every
word of that being true to us who are gathered unto
the blessed Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let
nothing wile us away from the place of simple
dependence en God and the Word of His grace.

“Grace be unto you and peace from God eur Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This is thé salutation
with which the apostle opens nearly all his epistles.
Beautiful salutation—* grace and peace!” Itisnota
message of judgment, but a loving, gracious salutation,
That was the message brought to us in the Gospel at
the first. Mark the order—first grace, then peace.
There is no peace apart from grace. It is the grace
of God that has brought salvation to us, through the
blood of Jesus, which has made peace for us.

“LORD AND CHRIST.”

Holy Spirit has stayed on His course of
revelation, instruction, or exhortation, to
more particularly define the meaning of
that which had just been breathed by Him, are—by
such action—emphasised and marked as of special
import, claiming special consideration and attention.
It i, in fact, as when a correspondent draws the pen
beneath the words of one of his sentences, and thereby
asks the particular attention of the one whom he
addresses to the thought to which expression is given
by such underlined words.

An exemplary case of this kind is to be found in
Heb. xiii. 15, ““ By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice
of praise to God continually ; THAT 1S ”—he tarries to
say-—*“the fruit of our lips confessing His Name.”

Hidden beneath the compound Greek word here
rendered “confessing” is a Divine treasure competent
to enrich him who searches for and finds it, for all the
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eternity of Gtod. The primary meaning of the word
is the “speaking like” unto another. The fact that
it brings out is, that the man whose ¢ speaking” of
Jesus, is-*like ” unto the Father’s speaking of Him is
a man whose lips—to God-—drop as the honeycomb,
under whose tongue are honey and milk, and whose
mouth bears all manner of pleasant fruits; a man
who continually offers a sacrifice of praise to God, in
which He takes a delight which He never had in the
holocausts of the altar of Israel’s best and brightest
days.

To speak of Him like unto God, it is essential that
heart and mind should be stored with God’s thoughts
concerning Him and His Name.

As a little help to this end, it is proposed here to
make some effort to elucidate the significance of the
titles by which the Holy Ghost, through Peter, re-
vealed God’s thoughts as to that same Jesus whom
the house of Israel had rejected and had crucified,
but whom God had made “both Lord and Christ”
(Acts ii. 36). The word “MADE” is important—it is
not that God called Him by these titles, bestowing
them upon Him as a gift; but, just as He was “made
of a woman, made under the law,” so was He made
Lord and Christ, the titles becoming part of His
great Name, such Name being not merely an appella-
tion whereby He may be known from others, but
that which sets forth His personality, His character,
and His place—which is indeed the most frequent
sense in which the word “name” is employed in
Scripture.®

Seeking, then, to ‘grasp the distinction of meaning,
(the difference of the revelation, conveyed by the term
Lorp, which comes first in order, and by the title
CHrisT, which has the second place), it is well to ask
at the outset what meaning the words themselves con-
veyed to a conscience-stricken Jew, who was instructed
in the *“oracles of God,” which had been committed to
his nation, and who had been “pricked in the heart”
that day by the power of the Spirit of God. To this

* Tt is necessary to observe here that the word ‘hath” in
the R.V. is a translator’s interpolation, and has no foundation
in the original. The tense in the Greek verb which is used
here has been well defined by a great scholar as *‘ marking a
point in the expanse of time;” and the declaration is, that at
a point in the past, God made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
God did it and completed it; ‘‘and I know’’ (says the man
in Ecclesiastes) “that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for
ever; nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.”

a direct answer is given by the Scriptures quoted
in the words which immediately precede, the con-
junction, “therefore,” making the connection between
the first verse of Psalm cx. and the word LorRD un-
mistakeable. But here one must pause to draw once
more the oft-drawn and necessary distinction between
the two words in the Hebrew tongue which are both
translated “Lord” in the English version of that
verse. The amending of the translation by reading '
the opening sentence, “Jehovah said unto my Master,”
is perhaps the simplest mode of making the distinction;
Jehovah being the name which declares the self-
existence of our God and the unchangeability of His
character, while the word rendered Master has for
its root-thought that of possessorship—not a master
who is served by others for the sake of the hire
which he gives them, so much wages for so much
work, whose connection with his servants and whose
authority over them may at any time be broken by
one party or another ; but a master who is served by
others because these others are his absolute property
—whether bought with a price by him or received as
a gift from another ; who neither are themselves
their own, nor have anything of their own; who can-
not by any means break the connection between
themselves and their master ; who are, in short, sub-
ject in every way to his sole and absolute authority.
All this is contained in the word quoted from the
Psalms, and is, further, the exact meaning of the
Greek word translated “Lord” in the phrase under
consideration —the Old Testament® type and fore-
shadowing being found in the first man Adam, who
was made a living sonl, “but little lower than God”
(Ps. viii, 5, R.V.), and made for the purpose of having
dominion over the works of God’s hands, such works
being given over to him, put under his feet, made
subject to his authority.

To the instructed Israelite, therefore, the decla.ra.-
tion that God made that same Jesus, to him hitherto
but an outcast man, a crucified Nazarene, LORD, con-

' veyed the knowledge, that God had put Him, with

regard to himself and to all that he saw around him,
in the place of the master of the slaves, the holder of
an AUTHORITY as absolute as it was without bound or
limit. A fitting title truly for the One who, Himself,
had said, shortly before, < All authority has been given
unto Me, in heaven and on earth ” (Matt. xxviii. 18).
Turning now to the second term, CHRIST, we have
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no difficulty in arriving at a distinct understanding
of the significance it bore to the hearers on that day
of Pentecost, Twice Peter used the word in connec-
tion with the prophetic Scriptures he quoted, knowing
that those who heard him had themselves the expecta-
tion of the appearing of the ANOINTED of God, the
MEss1AH of the Hebrew Scriptures, and the CHRIST
of those in the Gresk tongue.

In connection with that Aunointed One, their
thoughts would turn to their great king of earlier and
happier days : their David, whom God took from the
sheep-folds, anointed in the midst of his brethren,
and placed in the front of His people; their head,
their shepherd, and their guide—in the very act of
anointing, at once setting him apart for a special work,

“and endowing him with the power required for its
accomplishment; for the anointings of the olden time,
whether of priest, prophet, or king, were ever typical
of the Holy Ghost’s operation in separating unto
God, and of the power of God, as spec1a11y given to
the separated one.

To the instructed Israelite again, therefore, the
mighty title CHRIST, which must have awed the man
of the emptiest head and most frivolous heart in all
the throng, conveyed the thought of POWER, and
especially in connection with headship and guidance.

TForce is added and confirmation given to this by
the remembrance of Peter’s testimony in the house of
Cornelius, that “ God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost and with power” (Acts x. 38); and of

‘ Paul’s words in 1 Cor. i, 24, «“ CHRIST, the power of
God and the wisdom of God.”

In the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles, both
the terms Lorp and CHRIST, themselves, and their
order, acquire @ newer and deeper significance.

We have: referred, in passing, to the place of
authority over the works of His hands that God put
Adam into (the binding together of Psalm viii. and
Hebrews ii.,, making the typical character of his place
of dominion or lordship most vivid), but without
considering his rapid fall from the place of authority
given to him, his irreparable loss of the dominion
entrusted to him ; and it is needful for us to linger
at this point, to refresh our remembrance as to the
alteration of circumstances brought about by Adam’s
-sin, though not necessary to enter into details of that
which is so well known and so unutterably sad.

Adam derived his lordship and his authority from

God direct, and conld only be maintained in that
Grod-given place by God-given power. His sin against
God was instantly followed by separation from God,
and separation from God involved, necessarily, loss
of all Divine power. The man was utterly helpless ;
his enemy came in like a flood, and he who was made
a lord became a slave. Sin entered, and first “in
death,” and afterwards (the Law having been given)
directly, reigned over Adam and Adam’s race, bringing
all under its dominion. ¢ Ye were the slaves of sin,”
toiling under its yoke and receiving its guerdon, for
“the wages of sin is death,” with a certain prospect
of an after-death judgment, as eternal as the God
whose justice decreed it, and as full of hopeless
horror and of hatred as the glory of God is full of
light and love.

Such was our place and such were we, when the
Only-begotten of the Father came from that Father’s
posom for our deliverance and our redemption,

Not only man’s utter ruin, but man’s absolute help-
lessness, had been demonstrated. The Law itself,
holy as it was, had but served to the abounding of
sin, and all--whether the Jew inside or the Gentile
outside of that Law’s pale—all were proved to be
“under sin,” all subject to death; then, in the fulness
of the time, Jesus, the Nazarene, the Son of the living
God, passed into the midst of the sin-enthralled,
death-stricken race. It was soon made manifest to
the hosts of heaven and of hell, and, in a feeble
measure, to a few obscure and dim-sighted men, that
in Him there was a man “apart from sin,” in Whom
sin was not, and over Whom sin had no dominion,
from Whom Satan (who wields its power) fled, baffled
and defeated, only to return and find, to the last,
nothing in Him that his strength, with all its
“roaring lion” vastness or his craft, with all its “old
serpent” subtlety, could fasten upon or lay hold of.
Yet He who was without sin died to sin and for
sin. '
To the heart of the believer the marvel of this
increases as months melt into years, and years into
decades, in his faith-walk on earth with God, and to
that believer the marvel will increase still more
greatly in each succeeding cycle of eternal glory.

“Died to sin,” that from its dominion and its
authority He might redeem the bond-slaves who were
held in thrall by its might; *“died for sins,” that
God might in righteousness forgive the sinners for
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whom the ever-unsatisfied death and destruction
waited ; and died as a man, as the last Adam, render-
ing to God an obedience so perfect that His Divine
requirements could ask no more.

Because of this, God has highly exalted Him: has
given Him a Name of Lordship; a place of authority,
such as the first Adam—the Adam of nature and of
type—could by no possibility have borne or filled,
and raising Him to His own throne has put all things
under His feet, whether past, present, or to come;
whether upon the earth, above the earth, or under
the earth.

Now comes in one of the anomalies of this wonderful age,

or though God has pub all things under His feet, as yet

we see not all things under Him. Divine forbear-
ance and long-suffering withholds Divine judgment ;
the human heart is unchanged, and so the controversy
between God and man yet continues, only the subject-
matter has become different. Formerly as to sin, it
is now about God’s Son and His place—to God He is
everything, to man nothing; to God He is the first to
be considered in all that is done or left undone, to
man He is the last.

Here the matter hitherto general becomes particular
—that is, personal to every believer upon the earth,

God sent His Son into the world, that the world
through Him might be saved; yet the world is not
saved, because its children reject, in their unbelief, the
salvation provided for them, nevertheless we who
deal with these matters to-day are assured of salva-
tion, and are possessed of eternal life. Why ? Because
in the world-wide ‘whosoever” of the Gospel we
have found a place for ourselves as individual children
of Adam, in saving grace and Divine love; and a
place, too, so exactly suited to each one of us that it
would be, in the highest degree, the individual
unbelief which makes God a liar to refuse to take it.

»” o«

Exactly as God speaks of ‘*saving grace” *mani-
fested to all,” and of His love to a whole world
shown in the gift of His Son, so does God speak of
all things being put under the feet of that Son; and
as simple faith individualizes the one, saying, it is for
me because it is for all, so does the same simple faith
individualize the other, and say, if all things are put
under His feet, surely I; and if He is Lord of all,
surely of me and of my life.

There is a depth of grace still deeper, and a helght
of love still higher than this.

The man who has found a place in God’s love and
salvation as one out of the world to which that love
had been revealed, as an individual member of a race
to which that salvation had been brought, is not left
in the position of one out of many only, revelation is
added to revelation, mercy superimposed upon mercy,
and the believer who is taught of God learns with a
new amazement that Divine love, omniscient and
almighty as well as eternal, had regarded him in his
own person; that sovereign grace had sought and
found a way by which Ze might be saved, and that
his part in the purposes of God and in the death of
God’s Saviour-Son is so direct and so personal that
he can delight himself in the knowledge that these
purposes separated him from his mother’s womb, and
can bless the Son of God who loved him and gave
Himself for him, as though there had not -been
another sinner in the world.

The point of all this in connection with the present
subject is that it makes the place of Jesus as Lord
(and that in the deeper sense of one whose claim to
possessorship and authority is based upon the fact
that He has redeemed from a former bondage as
hopeless as it was cruel) a matter of personal relation-
ship to every believer who is justified by His blood—
that is to say that when God made Him Lord He
made Him Lord over me individually —over me
whom He had loved, whom He had chosen, and to
save whom He had sent His Son; that He put me
under His feet, and subjected me to His absolute
authority ; and that He calls me to yield to this an
implicit and unquestioning obedience, “not only in=
spirit and in soul, but also in body, for “the body is
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.” This is in
all things overt and practical; and it is indeed a
fitting thing that the very first step in the path of
discipleship and of the acknowledgment of the place
which Jesus holds in the life is the submitting of the
body to the pride-humbling, death-to-self-proclaiming
ordinance of Baptism, which comes to the man whom
God has loved as a commandment “in the name of
the Lord ” (Acts x. 48).

¢ Into Thy death baptized, we own with Thee we died ;

‘With Thee our life, are risen, and in Thee glorified.

From sin, the world, and Satan, we’re ransomed by Thy

blood,

And now would walk as strangers alive with Thee to
God.”

This principle of personal obedience to personal autho-
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rity, carried on and carried out, brings believers in
Jesus together, and brings them into ome, because
unto One. All necessity for elaborate system framed
by art-and man’s devices lapses ; part in such becomes
an apachronism for a saved man, before whom ¢ new-
ness of life” (that is, life with Jesus as Lord in it) is
set. The will of the Lord is unchanging, His way is
unalterable: “the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever;” and He being one, His will and His way are
necessarily one also—one in apostolic times, one now.
In those days believers were simply “added to the
Lord —multitudes of them there were, both of men
and women—yet each, as an individual, was saved
through grace, and each learned that God had given
Jesus all authority, had made Him Lord ; hence all
were together as a matter of course, and being thus
gathered together, they found the Lord in their midst,
and found, too, that in Him there was an ample
sufficiency for ail their needs, whether spiritual or
temporal,

Those who put Him to the proof to-day will find
that in this also He is as unchanged and unchanging
as in His claims and in His will. Oh! the misery of
the place of the God-loved heliever in human sect and
system, that has its very foundation in the virtual
denial of this all-reaching and all-sufficient Lordship
of Jesus. W.H. H.

(To be continued ).

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.

CHAPTER VL

there He sat with His disciples.” A
beautiful picture of what He is doing
now. ‘“And the Passover, a feast of
the Jews, was nigh., When Jésus then lifted up His
eyes, and saw a great company come unto Him, He
saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that
these may eat?” Why ask Philip this? Because, [
presume, He loves to test us, and will test us. Some
would have been able to have answered the question
happily, satisfactorily, holily; but Philip not so.
Which way are we? “And this He said to prove
him: for He Himself knew what He would do.
Philip answered Him, Two hundred pennyworth of
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of

them may take a little.” What a meagre answer!
Any one could have answered as well as that. Is
that the answer you would have given? ¢ One of
His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith
unto Him, Thers is a lad here which hath five barley
loaves and two small fishes; but what are they
among so many ¥ Then we have the answer in the
other gospels, “ Bring them hither to Me.” And so
it is with us in our difficulties and trials. “To Me!”
The very Person that we ave so particularly prone to
leave out. What are the five harley loaves and the
two small fishes if we bring them to the Lord ? What
are the five barley loaves if we leave out the Lord !
All depends upon our bringing in or leaving out the
Lord. And what are we doing? Thus the Lord tests
us. ‘‘And Jesus said, Make the men git down,” The
word here rendered “men” in the original means “men”
in an exclusive sense; so I takeit that there were atleast
20,000 present in all}) And then it must have been a
very beautiful action—the Lord breaking the bread
and dividing the fishes, and giving to each of His
disciples sufficient for fifty or a hundred people.
And is not that what the Lord is doing now?
Feeding five thousand, twenty thousand—jyea, twenty
million ; and feeding them ever so easily, ever so
plentifully, ever so continuously. Oh to trust the
Lord! ¢ When they were filled He said unto His
disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that
nothing be lost.” He would not have us waste, even
though we have plenty. God never wastes. I
solemnly believe that there is no waste in the cross of
our Lord Jesus; and that in what it cost God and
Christ to redeem our souls there was no waste. Now
what God does we are to copy, and if we waste it is
through want of faith.

There is no question that this miracle is a pattern
of how the Lord fed His people in the wilderness,
because it is the only miracle which is found in each
of the four gospels; and therefore it is held, and
properly, that there was some reason why it was
inserted in this special manner ; and the answer given
is that it reveals the Lord’s way with His people when
in the wilderness. How He fed them for forty years
as a nursing Father, and took care of them till He
brought them home. And is it not also a specimen
of how He is taking care of us still, as a nursing
Father, to bring us home to where we are to be 1

And then we find Him upon the mountain-top,
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alone in prayer, and his disciples (picture of our-
selves) in a little bark tossed with the winds and the
waves. Ah, but you know these beautiful words in
the gospel of Mark—only found there in the picture
of the servant—*When Jesus saw them toiling in
rowing.” There was one eye that followed them,
one eye that marked all their course amid those
raging billows, and Mark tells us it was the eye of
Jesus.

Hitherto we have been looking at the grace of
Christ, but what I would particularly invite attention
to is His majesty. Most of us are aware of the
teaching of this miracle of the feeding of the five
thousand, and therefore I hurry, rather, through it.
But now comes a picture of His majesty ; and with
that we are not so familiar. “ And it was now dark,
and Jesus was not come to them.” As if He were
the proper Person to help them. ¢ And the sea
arose by reason of a great wind that blew. So, when
they had rowed about five-and-twenty or thirty fur-
longs, they see Jesus walking on the sea.” Now turn
to Job ix. 8: “Which alone spreadeth out the
heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea.”
So here was the very One who could do it. “And
treadeth upon the waves of the sea.” They saw
Jesus walking on the sea and drawing nigh to the
ship. And pray notice the context of that passage in
Job—* Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not,
and sealeth up the stars. . Which maketh Arcturus,
Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.”
I suppose every boy knows the star Arcturus. Orion
is not so easily identified from the word in Scripture ;
but it is a singular fact that in the Pleiades, which
count about seven to ten to an unpractised eye, but
by scores through a telescope, there is a central star
which holds the others together. Astronomers call it
Aleyon, Bat the point I urge is this: That He who
trod the waves of the sea; He who could put His
foot down upon winds and waves without a tremble,
and without their giving way to His tread, was the
very Being who made that star Alcyon ; and. every
night in your life brings out the Pleiades. Have you
reflected upon the majesty of that act of His? By-
and-by it will be true that He will command the sun,
and it will rise not : when the earth shall flee away,
and there shall be found no place for it. And that
blue sky, which appears solid and spread out as a
curtain, but whose limit could never be reached,

somewhere in that heaven Jesus is seated at the right
hand of God. And the Being who does all this
spreading out the heavens and sealing up the stars—
who is He? What is His name ? if thou canst tell.
It is Jesus ; and Jesus has been here, in this world of
ours. He put His foot first upon that mountain-top.
and then, seeing His disciples in trouble, descended
from that mountain and trod the crest of the raging
waves. ‘They see Jesus walking on the sea and
drawing nigh to the ship.” And He has said, “I
will come again and receive you unto myself.” And
whether He be away one century or eighteen, He is
fulfilling that word ; and it is that frail bark which
concentrates His thoughts as He sees it tossed with
the angry waves, and His first thought will be to
draw nigh to that ship. This world is very wicked,
and ripening for judgment ; but it is not this wicked
world, but that tossed bark, which is the object of the
attention of Him who called Alcyon and the Pleiades
into being and sends them upon their nightly course-
I do not think, for myself, that our minds are
sufficiently occupied with this,~—that it is this almighty
One whose hands were nailed to the cross. .That He
who brings out these countless stars, to the naked
eye appearing in their thousands, but when looked at
through a powerful telescope, in * millions,” and
“billions "—that He, I say, is the One who hung
upon the cross for you and for me, and the One who
is coming again to receive us unto Himself.

But they want to see a sign direct from heaven.
They had seen Him feeding the multitude, and they
had seen Him walking on the sea ; they had seen His
mercy and His majesty. So the Lord answers,
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not
that bread from heaven ; but my Father giveth you
the true bread from heaven.” The point is that He
is standing up for the honour of His Father. Then
several times over He repeats, “I am the Bread of
life.” Then from verses 35 and 37 we see that if we
come to Christ it is because we are drawn to Him—
because we have been given to Him by the Father.
And then He utters those words, since repeated to
Him hundreds of times in secret, “ And him that
cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.” He ex-
plains those words as to our being given of the Father
and coming to the Son in three ways. First, that
He came down from heaven to do the Father’s will ;
as if that, of all things, would ever be the first with
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Christ. And I am very much impressed, too, with
the words, “I came down from heaven.” There is
something so grand in them, and they are so oft
repeated in this gospel ; as if here He were indeed a
heavenly stranger. And three times over we read of
the will of God, and each time put in different
language ; so that it is no fault with the Lord if it is
not understood. It was not to create worlds, but to
love you. Then He explains, in the second place,
what this will is. He seems to know all about it so
well. A saint who had known God fifty years could
not talk about it like this ; but He knew all about it,
because He had been with the Father (verse 46 tells
us 50). ‘“And this is the Father’s will which hath
sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day.” Atd I want you to hold fast to all God’s
Word, and not allow the doctrine of election to be
slurred over. People will talk of anything rather
than election ; but do not allow it. Then, thirdly,
“And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that
every one which seeth the Son and believeth on Him
may have everlasting life, and I will raise him up at
the last day.” These verses seem to me to be like a
piece of paper with very indistinct writing upon it,
and we take a glass and read it a little better, and
then a stronger glass, and it becomes very plain to us.
I am sure we should not understand verse 38 by itself
much, but that verse 39 helps us a little, and verse
40 makes it very plain. People may be frightened at
election if they do not understand it much ; but none
can question the looking at Christ, believing, and
having everlasting life.

Again, the Jews object, and say, Is not this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know ?
How is it, then, that He saith, I came down from
heaven ¥’ To which the Lord replies, “ Murmur not
among yourselves. No man can come to Me except
the Father which hath sent Me draw him ; and I will
raise him up at the last day. Tt is written in the
prophets,” as if the whole book of the prophets were
spread open before Him and He knew them all, “and
they shall be all taught of God.” I do not quite
know why the Lord left out a part of the prophecy,
and then put something in. Itis a singular thing
“that Isaiah said, « All thy children shall be taught of
the Lord. and great shall be the peace of thy
children.” The Lord says, “ They shall be all taught

of God, and shall come to Me.”
of Isajah liv.

Then how many times this assurance occurs in
this chapter, “ He that believeth on Me hath ever-
lasting life.” How thankful we ought to be for these
Divine assurances. If they were not in Scripture we
might be ready to give worlds for one and could not
get it, and here they are strewn about this John vi.
in profusion.—Notes of addresses by W. Lincoln com-
municated by J. S. H.

A nice explanation

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE
CORINTHIANS.
CHAP. x. 13.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY J. R. C.

% E here learn that temptations are commeon
to men, We are apt to think that our
temptations and trials are worse than
other people’s. How often it is said,
“Surely nobody is so tried as I am, there is a peculi-
arity in my case which no one can enter inte,” and
thus excuse is found for a murmuring spirit, and for
giving way to sin.

But immediately we are shown the resource of the
tempted and tried, ¢ GoD I8 FAITHFUL.”

In connection with this, turn to a passage in Heb. iv.
14, 16. ¢ Seeing then that we have a great High Priest
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”
Mark there that our eye is directed to the High Priest_
God manifested in the person of His Son. And the
character of God, the wise, almighty, and infinitely
loving One, is as it were centered in the high priest. If
Jehovah of the old Covenant was to Israel a mighty
deliverer, continually caring for them, asthey journeyed
through the wilderness, how much more the One who
was made flesh, who passed through the temptations
of Satan in the wilderness,—how much more is Heable
to succour us. We are called to look up to the Man
at the right hand of God.
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A bad temper is not infirmity, but the outcome of
our weak and sinful nature. The Lord Jesus knows
our infirmities. In connection with that, remember
how the Apostle speaks of his infirmity. We do not
know what it was, but the Lord knew. He calls it in
Galatians iv. 14, “ My temptation which was in my
flesh.” That infirmity which he felt to be a hinder-
ance was by the grace of God a blessing to Him. It
was ‘““a messenger of Satan to buffet him,” but the
Lord said, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Thus
speaks the Great High Priest ; the Man on the throne
who has all power. It is a life long temptation, but
day-by-day the suffering tempted one gets grace for
the trial. At the end of his journey he can say, «I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which Christ the righteous
judge shall give to me,” &ec. (2 Tim. iv. 18). He took
no glory to Himself, he says, “not I, but the
grace of God that was with me ” (1 Cor. xv. 10). He
overcame in the helplessness of dependence upon
almighty grace. He could say, “I cando all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. iv),
“ Most gladly therefore, will I rather glory in my in-
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me"”
(2 Cor. xii. 9). ¢ Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation ; for ‘when he is tried,” i.e., when God’s
trial of him is passed, “he shall receive the crown of
life” (James i 12).

Thus we are cast upon God for His grace ; if we are
tempted then we have a faithful God to undertake for
us. And, as we see in Heb. ii. 17, 18, our Lord is
“able to succour them that are tempted,” for He
knows our infirmities, and hath, Himself suffered being
tempted.

Notice these words—‘ Whe will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able ; but will with the
temptation also make a way of escape that ye may be
able to bear it.” That implies that both the tempta-
tion and the way of escape are made by God. For
illustration I refer you to the case of Abraham, in
Genesis, xxil. 1, “It came to pass that God
did tempt Abraham,” &c. The way of escape was the
voice from heaven and the ram caught in the thicket.
Abraham did not anticipate such a way, “accounting
that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead ; from which also he received him in a figure ”
(Heb. xi. 19). We also are to count upon death and

resurrection. Peter was warned of the coming assault
of the adversary, and had he taken the warning and
sought the grace that was able to keep him from fall-
ing, he might have been saved the sin of denying his
Lord—but even after he fell, and was, as it were, deep
in Satan’s snare—even then a way of escape was pro-
vided for him. His bitter tears—his godly.repent-
ance and contrition of heart formed the way of escape
for Peter. But how clearly his fall, shews that if we
go to meet temptation in our strength we shall cer-
tainly fail. v

Precipitate flight, was the only way of escape for
Joseph (Genesis xxxix. 12), and in many such cases
it is the only way still—see 1 Cor. vi. 18 ;x. 14;
1 Tim. vi. 11; 2 Tim. ii. 22.

Often has my counsel been asked in the case of
persons converted to God who previously were en-
gaged to be married. The one is saved the other is
not. They say, “ What am I todo? Am I to break
off my engagement at once ¢ or am I to go on to the
consummation of the unequal yoke?” My answer is
“Grod is faithful”—and He has promised that He will
make a “way of escape.” Beloved, be you fixed in
heart at all costs to be faithful to God and He will
not fail you in the trial. Sometimes His way of
escape has been the conversion of the other also.
Sometimes it has been by the unsaved one, finding
the company of the child of God not what it was,
asking to be relieved from the engagement. Thus by
patient stedfast waiting upon God, grace and deliver-
ance are obtained in such a way as brings glory to
His name.

Look at the case of Daniel and the three Hebrew
youths as recorded in Daniel i. *The king appointed
them a daily provision of the king's meat, and the
wine which he drank. But Daniel purposed
in his heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which
he drank ; therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” Thus he
purposed in his heart that he would not disobey God,
and then he makes request of the prince of the
eunuchs. “God brought Daniel into favour and
tender love with the prince of the eunuchs, and he
granted him his request.” That was the way of escape
for Daniel and his companions.

God that sent a mighty tempest on the ship in
which Jonah sought to flee from the presence of the
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Lord, was He who prepared ‘“a great fish” which
brought him to land when God’s purpose in his afflic-
tion was accomplished.

The one thing we need is fixedness of heart to obey
God. “He is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able, but will with the
temptation make a way of escape that ye may be able
to hear it.” God knows how much we can bear ; He
has measured our strength. Beloved, make up your
mind for suffering—count the cost. If you are fixed
in heart to obey God, whatever it cost you, you will
find that all your trials will lead you to God, and there
you will find the sympathy of the Great High Priest,
who was in all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin.

Every step we take in the path laid down for
us in His Word is met by a league of opposition
—the world, the flesh, and the devil, all are prepared
to oppose us at every step. But, beloved, fear not, be
true to God and all will be well. He will give us the
victory over all our enemies.

We hear a great deal of holiness by faith, as if
there was just one step of faith into the region of
eternal calm, where opposition, conflict, and tempta-
tion for ever cease. You will find nothing of that in
Scripture. It is a delusion. The devil may lead you
into a region of calm, leading you to think that you
are perfect, when you are disobeying God’s Word.

We need not expect to overcome any temptation
unless we take heed to God. We need to have on the
whole armour that we may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. ~'We must therefore search and
feed upon the Word day-by-day.

Again and again we are exhorted in the Scriptures
to watch and to pray. There must be the prayer of
dependence—looking up to God, and watching the
_enemy. The life of the Lord Jesus was one of con-
stant dependence on His Father, and in this He is our
great example.

Our Great High Priest is in the presence of God for
us, we are therefore exhorted to come with boldness

" to a throne of grace. There is no overcoming tempta-
tion without going to a throne of grace. Temptation
drives us right into the presence of God to have com-
munion with Him. Herein lies the secret of our
power to overcome temptation. We may thank God
for the trials that bring us to- Himself, to have real
dealings with Him.

“God is faithful.” Paul knew it, he had experi-
enced the faithfulness of God. He knew what it was
to realize the power of the living God in the midst of
trial sustaining, upholding him, and causing him
to triumph over all the opposition and temptation of
the enemy.

JOHN'S THIRD EPISTLE.
BY F. A. B.

teresting, signifying “grace,” or “whom
the Lord graciously gave.”

His surname, “Boanerges,” divinely
given (Mark iii. 17), means “a son of thunder.” So
that in his entire name we have the expression,
“grace and truth,” heautifully exemplified.

These principles, or divine attributes, are minutely
interwoven, and should never be detached one from
the other.

Too often we are creatures of extremes, and hence
the heaven-given equilibrium of “grace and truth”
is sadly disturbed. When we remember that John's
Gospel, his Epistles, and finally the ‘ Revelation”
which he penned, were written subsequently to all
other inspired writings, and after evils of every kind
had been introduced by Satan, we see additional
force and beauty in the meaning of his name, ““whom
the Lord graciously gave.”

He gave him as a special messenger to His people
so that when love waxed cold, we might be urged
to diligent repentance ; and when evil should abound,
our feet,-so prone to err, might afresh be guided
into the track of faithful obedience to Him, “who
liveth, and was dead.”

The first glimpse we have of this apostle is in
conjunction with Peter, as the attached disciple of
““John the Baptist.”

He was following the light from heaven, as far as
it was then revealed; but when the splendour and
attractiveness of the greater light shone across his
path, he forsook ¢ the Baptist,” and followed Jesus.

Nor was his intimacy with the Son of God that of
a cold or caleulating friendship ; it was warm, ardent,
and intense.

To him the bosom of Jesus was as a familiar pillow
where, when oppressed and wearied with the cares of
earth, he might rest in undisturbed repose.
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Characterized by a stedfast and unobstrusive love,
forgetful of all personal danger, we find him standing
beside the Cross, clinging to the Lord in the hour of
His deepest woe. Peter, whose profession of love
and loyalty was so vehement, may, in the hour of
trial, succumb to surrounding influences; but with
John it was different. He made no ostentatious
display of his affection, but he had (when reclining on
the bosom of Jesus), drawn out a power which
enabled him to be true-hearted to the last.

And he had his reward, for he alone of all the
apostles heard his Master’s voice from the very Cross
when He, in filial and touching tenderness, committed
His mother to the care of John just ere he expired
on the Tree. And when, three days later, “ Mary
Magdalene” sought him and Peter, and spoke of the
empty tomb, with what alacrity did he hasten
thither !

Peter may run hurridly to that grave, but John's
deeper and more constant love shall make his feet go
faster still ! And to John belongs the greatest of all
honours, in that he was the first to understand and
believe the mystery of the Lord’s ressurrection
(John xx. 8).

Such are some of the gleams of light in the
character of John, shining out so visibly and so
brightly in the earlier years of his discipleship; but,
when we come to the date of his epistle to Gaius, he
is an old man, and soon to pass into the presence of
Him he had loved with such surpassing affection.

Here it is, he calls himself “the Elder,” and it is
because he writes as such that his words are worthy
of our closest and most prayerful attention.

The epistle is to an individual named ¢ Galus”
(joy or gladness), and was probably written to
encourage and guide him in a time of special trouble
in the church with which he was identified.

It is our purpose, with the Lord’s help, to refer to
the leading features of this epistle, believing they are
specially applicable to the saints of God in the present
time of difficulty.

Gaius is called the ¢ well-beloved,” a strohger
expression than “beloved,” denoting the esteem, and
also the measure of the esteem, in which he was held
by the brethren.

Now, it is clear he had earned this regard by the
manner of his life and testimony: and we can con-
ceive no higher ambition (next to pleasing the Lord)

than to be “beloved” and, “well-beloved” by the chil-
dren of God with whom we come in contact.

This is the key to all fruitful testimony, and it is
the absence of this beautiful affection which so
frequently mars the public ministrations of the
Lord’s servants.

Only let the saints be convinced that, they ¢ are in
our hearts to die and live with them,” and this will
beget a corresponding love, and cause all feelings of
distrust and suspicion to quickly vanish.

And now, let us look at the character of John's
love for Gaius—* Whom I love in the truth.”

There is a something mistaken for Christian love,
which is hollow and spurious, which consists of mere
sentiment and talk.

Such, however, was not the love of the great
Apostle John, his was a sanctified and purifying love
in the truth. By which we mean that he loved the
children of God so much that he sought to help them
to understand and do the will of Christ.

His prayer for Gaius too, is very instructive, and
embraces principles we are apt to forget.

The one desire relates to secular prosperity, and the
other to the health of the body. But then, Gaius
was a person for whom these things could be safely
and profitably asked, the prosperity of his soul (his
inner spiritual life) was already in the ascendancy,
and therefore the apostle knew that increased
prosperity and increased strength of bodr would
alike be consecrated to his Redeemer.

We all know that reverses in byginess, and im-
paired health, are at times the chastisements of oiir
Father on account of our low spiritual condition.

Were He to bestow increasing wealth and robust
health of body upon us in that state, they would be
curses instead of blessings.

His love is a jealous love, and He claims the first
place in our hearts.

A spirit of worldly ambition is one of the
characteristics of the age, and, alas! some of our
spirits even as Christians are imbued with it.

“They that will be rich fall into temptation, and a
snare,” is an apostolic motto sadly forgotten.

Many are discontented with their lot in life, and
aspire to higher things simply from a grasping and
covetous spirit. Domestic servants will, for a paltry
pound or two, give up their situations, and go into places

“where they are unable to assemble with the saints to



THE NORTHERN WITNESS. 13

“break bread ” on the first day of the week, or attend
an ordinary meeting. Others, in good employment,
and living in comparative comfort, will, for the sake
of being their own masters, and having a little more
of this world’s respectability, put themselves into a
position which hinders their presence at “the Bible
reading ” and “the prayermeeting”’; which, worse than
all, so occupies their time that they can scarcely find
a moment for Scripture-reading and meditation.

These instances do not exhaust the forms of
covetousness and worldliness among us, but they and
similar things lie at the root of the death-like con-
dition of many assemblies.

Ecclesiastical separation is not sufficient to maintain
the power of assembly life, it needs to be maintained
by a godly and consistent walk in the privacy of our
individual and daily lives.

(To be Continued. )

THE NAZARITE.
NUMBERS VI.

was a type of the Lord Jesus; hence we
find _many expressions in the Old Testa-
ment which, though they were primarily
spoken of the nation, referred with a much fuller
meaning to the Lord, who was finally to become their
Representative and Head, as in Isa. xlix. 3, «O,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified!” and that re-
markable passage quoted from Hosea xi. 1, “Out of
Egypt have I called My Son” (Matt. ii. 15), which
was again a prophecy of the time when the Son,
rejected from this world, another Egypt, was “taken
up” into heaven, “ Whom the heavens must receive
until the times of restitution of all things.”

But not only was the nation, as such, typical of the
Lord Jesus, but the various parts into which Israel
was divided by Divine arrangement contained in type
the manifold characteristics of our Lord in resurrec-
tion. And as we stand in Him, our risen Head,
these various aspects of separation apply to us also,
and so contain practical lessons for us, as to our high
calling in Christ Jesus, “that we might walk worthy
of the Lord, unto all pleasing.”

The warrior, the Levite, the priest, and the king,
each type finds its counterpart, or rather, I might
say, its perfect fulfilment in Him,

¢¢In Whom the shadows of the Law
Are all fulfilled, and now withdraw.”

But the separation of the Nazarite in Israel had
the peculiarity of being wolunfary. All the others
were matters of inheritance or age, but this depended
wholly on the will of the Nazarite, and might be for
a longer or shorter time, according to the “vow.”

In the Nazarite we see a type of the Lord Jesus,
in this present dispensation, as the One who is sepa-
rated from among His brethren. When the Lord
Jesus came to earth, the shepherds announced Him
as “ The King of the Jews.” John the Baptist came
preaching the “Gospel of the kingdom,” and the
Lord Jesus followed preaching the same. At the
close of His ministry, He rides into Jerusalem as the
King—“Behold, your King cometh.” But, though
the children took up the response, the rulers mur-
mured, and the Lord’s words then plainly tell them
that they had seen Him among them, as their promised
King, for the last time, till they shall carry on the
“Hosanna” (Save now) of the children, and say,
‘Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord”
(Ps. exviil. 25, 26).

But, in His last loving words to His disciples, He
comforts them by telling them of a better home,
adding, “that where I am, there ye may bealso.” True,
the nation had refused their King, and so their pros-
pects of the kingdom were for the moment shattered;
but He was going to His Father, and His home and
His portion were to be theirs. ¢Not of the world,”
they were to hold the same separated position as He.
United to Him, they were to share His rejection, out-
side the world now, and to be sharers of His glory
hereafter. A time would come when the world would
recognize Him as the Sent One, and see in them the
trophies of His love; but it was not yet (John xiv.,
xvii). In the interval, letting go all earthly glory,
He voluntarily becomes the Nazarite, or separated
One. “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they
also might be sanctified through the truth” (John
xvil, 19).

Joseph's history presents to us, as in a picture, this
aspect of the Lord’s rejection. Cast out by his
brethren, for many years Joseph is lost to their sight
and knowledge. But, in the interval, God carries
out His own purposes for blessing in him and through
him. He exalts him to glory and honour, and from
a people who knew him not gives him a bride and
family, and finally makes him the means of life and
blessing to his brethren. And when Jacob (Gen. xlix.
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26) blesses Joseph, as the typical “shepherd and stone
of Israel,” he pronounces the blessing on “the crown
of the head of him that was ‘a Nazarite’ from his
brethren.”

Moses gives him the same title (Deut. xxxiii. 16).

In the sixth of Numbers we are given all the con-
ditions of Nazaritism.

The first was that it was to be a wvoluntary < Naza-
ritism ” unto the Lord (verse 2).

The word “Nazarite” means a ““separaled ome;”
and wherever the words “separated,” “to separate,”
“geparation,” or “ consecration,” occur throughout this
chapter, they are only different forms of the word
¢ Nazarite.” It was, therefore, a voluntary ‘“separa-
tion” unto the Lord. “Lo, I come to do Thy will,
O God by the which will we are sanctified
by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for
all” (Heb. x. 9, 10).

But separation # the Lord always involves separation
from something alse, and in this case three distinet
things are mentioned—

First, “ He shall separate himself from wine and
strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine or
vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any
liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. All
the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is
made.of the vine tree, from the kernel even to the
husk ” (Num. vi. verses 3, 4).

Wine in Scripture is typical of earthly joy, pleasure,
or prosperity (Judges ix. 13, Ps. eiv. 15, Prov. xxxi.
6, Zech. x. 7). But to the Lord the only fruit that
this world yielded were the wild grapes of the hatred
of unregenerate hearts. Kven Judah, his “pleasant
plant,” afforded Him nothing better (Isa. v. 5). « How
then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a
strange vine unto Me 1” (Jer. ii. 21).

And, therefore, so to speak, at the last Passover,
He takes upon Himself the Nazarite vow, in the
words, “I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth
of the fruit of the vine, until #hat day when I drink
it new with you in My Father’s kingdom” (Matt.
xxvi. 29).

And has this world anything better to yield now
to us than it had to Him then? Have the gra}fes
of gall” (Deut, xxxii. 82) changed their character for
us? Or are any of us still trying to satisfy ourselves
with the wild grapes of an unregenerate world ? Or
have we found out that here “the eye is not satisfied

with seeing, or the ear filled with hearing %" (Eccl. i.
8). “My people,” says God, “shall be satisfied with
My goodness” (Jer. xxxi. 14). ““Satisfied with favour,
and full with the blessing of the Lord” (Deut. xxxiii.
23). Here the Nazarite’s heart finds rest. “Thy
love is better than wine” (Cant. i. 2).

In Numb. vi. 3, 4, the fruit of the vine is described
in seven different ways, as though God would warn
us against seeking to satisfy our hearts with anything
here. He would not have us drink either of the
wine of its pleasures, or of the bhitter vinegar of its
disappointments, nor feed our souls with anything of
it, from the kernel to the husk. “For all that is in
the world—the Iust of the flesh, and the Iust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world” (1 John ii. 16). ;

“And we know that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in the wicked one (X.V.). And we know
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding that we may know Him that is true ;
and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life”
(1 John v. 19, 20). Do we really understand and
appreciate that we are in Him, and no longer in the
“wicked one ¥’ Do we realise that in Him, then, we
are separated unto God—* nazarited ¥ Then let
us seek to carry out its conditions in fellow-
ship with Him. “He is not here: He is risen.”
Then, fellow-believer, what has this world without
Christ got for you and for me ?

The second condition was that the*Nazarite was fo
allow the “locks of His hair to grow.” In verse 7,
it is called the * Nazaritism of God upon His
head ;” and in the 18th verse, ““the hair of the head
of His Nazaritism.” In 1 Cor. xi. 14, 15, Paul
says, “Doth not even nature itself teach you that if
a man have long hair it is a shame unto him ¢ but if
a woman have long hair it is a glory to her: for her
hair is given her for a covering.” The hair, then,
was the outward sign of weakness, involving sub-
jection and dependence. The Nazarite, as he stood
among men, was as one who, evidently, in separation to
his God, had laid aside all dependence upon his own
powers as a natural man, and lived in dependence
upon God’s strength only. And here again we have
a beautiful type of Him who, “being in the form of
God, counted it not a thing to be grasped (R.V. marg.)
—to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself
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R.V) becoming obedient even wnio death,
yea the death of the cross” (Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8). <« He
was crucified through weakness, yet He liveth by the
power of God” (2 Cor, xiii. 4). Has earth ever seen
such a spectacle of weakness as when the Son of God,
who “upholdeth all things by the word of His
power,” seemed powerless in ““the wicked hands” of
those by whom He was “crucified and slain ¥’ As
the prophet in wondering language describes Him,
“He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not
His mouth ” (Isa. liii. 7). :

His words before Pilate tell of how entirely inde-
pendent He was of human power: “If my kingdom
were of this world, then would my servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the Jews ; but now is
my kingdom not from hence” (John xviii. 36). Yet He
was “declared to be the Son of Ged with power,
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead ” (Rom. i. 4). And in that resurrection
power lies the secret of our strength also. Therefore
the apostle prays that we may know “ what is the
exceeding greatness of His power to usward who
believe, according to the working of His mighty
power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised
" Him from the dead.” . . (Eph. i. 19, 20). But
how do we learn experimentally this “exceeding
greatness of His power ¢’ Just where Paul learned
. it—at the cross, *““where no flesh can glory in His
- presence,” “being made conformable unto His death.”
“I am erucified with Christ,” writes the same apostle ;
“nevertheless I live—yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me” (Gal. ii. 20). My strength is
made perfect in weakness,” is God’s message to His
servant, who lays hold of the promise with the glad
response, “When I am weak, then I am strong”
(2 Cor. xii. 9, 10).

( To be continued ).

PRECEPT AND PROMISE.

OULD it not be well at the beginning of
Y another year, to remind ourselves how
intimately connected are the ‘ precepts”
and “promises” of Scripture ¢
One of the errors of the present day is seen in the

desire of men to enjoy the promises of God while
heedless of His precepts, and it may be many of us
have fallen into this snare.

Daniel, Nehemiah, and others, in their confessions
to Jehovah, humbly owned departure from the Lord’s
“ precepts,” and have therein left us a wholesome
example.

We must not forget that in keeping them fthere is
great reward (Psa. xix. 11), whereas a negligence in
this respect is productive of most of our trials and
difficulties.

Precept and promise are in matters of obedience
inseparable ; for instance—

“He that walketh righteously, and speaketh up-
rightly ; he that despiseth the gain of oppression, &c.
(precept) ; he shall dwell on high; his place of de-
fence shall be the munitions of rocks; bread shall be
given him ; his water shall be sure” (promise)—(Isa.
xxxiii. 15, 16. Compare also Psa. xxxvii. 25,
Isa. i. 19).

Again in Matt. vi, 31—“Seek ye first,” &ec.
(precept), “ and all these things-—food and raiment—
shall be added ” (promise).

The same principle is in Matt. xi., 28-80, and has a
double application—

To the sinner oppressed with guilt, *Come unto
Me,” ete. (precept) “and I will give you rest” (promise).

To the saint anxious to be obedient, “Take my
yoke upon you,” &e. (precept), and ye shall find rest
unto your soul” (promise).

Again in 2 Cor. vi., “ Come ont from among them ”
(precept), “and I will receive you,” &c. (promise).

These instances might be indefinitely multiplied,
and it should be our anxious desire not to separate
what God has joined. May the Lord enable us, as we
begin a fresh year, to be obedient to His precepts,
that we may experience the joy of His promises.

Can we each truly say, “ I esteem all Thy precepts
concerning all things to be right 7% There can be no
doubt that many of our trials — “church trials,”
“family trials,” “ business trials,” &c., &c., flow out
of setting aside the precepts of Christ.

‘We need to be obedient in all things, and sustained
in all things by constant fellowship with God. May
our souls be exercised in His presence, that we may
be able to exclaim, “I rejoice at Thy Word, as one
that findeth great spoil.”

W. M.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Nore.~Those who endeavour to reply to Questions, desire to impress upon readers their responsibility to * prove all things,” and ¢ hold fast that
which is good ** (1 Thess, v. 21). They make no pretension to infallibility, but give their judgment as those who have received merey of the Lord
to be faithful,—Many Questions are received but not replied to; some not being for general edification, whilst others are laid aside from want of
sufficient light to deal with them,——1It is requested that all communications be accompanied by the Name and Address of the sender.

O Ot ———

QUESTION cCxiv.

Please explain 1 Cor. xv. 2. See also margin * hold
fast.””  But suppose they do not hold fast, what then ?

REPLY.

This chapter contemplates a letting go of the very
foundation truth of the Gospel viz., resurrection.

The line of argument throughout is, * Has Christ
been raised ¢” That is the great question—by the
answer to this all resurrection hope stands or falls;
by this the truth of the Gospel and the verity of our
faith is established or shattered. ¢“If Christ be not
risen your faith is vain ; ye are yet in your sins.”

This is that truth which every genuine believer
will hold fast to the end. The letting go of this
would show that whatever knowledge or profession
had existed it was all merely intellectual—there had
been no genuine faith.

As to the expression, “unless ye have believed in
vain,” that is—supposing, for the sake of argument,
that Christ was not risen. Compare ver. 17—which
corresponds to this clause in ver, 2—with ver. 20,
which answers it all triumphantly.

QUESTION CCXV.

Is it right for a Christian fo remain in o situation
where she can only get to < the breaking of bread” “ every
second Lord’s-day ?”

REPLY.

There are many positions lawful and right in which
this is the only feasable arrangement. It may be so
with husband and wife whose very young or ailing
children require constant attention. It is very
generally so with servants where there is a large
household requiring that some of the servants be
always on the spot. And in farm service, and on
board steamers, and many other situations, no other
equitable arrangement is possible.

‘Whilst setting very high value on the privilege of
getting to the gathering of Saints around the Lord’s
table every Lord’s-day, we should not deem fhis alone
to be sufficient warrant for leaving a situation if in

all other respects it seemed to be the place the Lord
had provided.

QUESTION ccxvi.

1 John éi. 9-11., also #i. 15, Do these verses refer to
unsaved professors or to those who are born of God ?

REerLy.

In this epistle profession is tested by the fruit of
love or hatred, righteousness or sin, truth or error.
Hence the expression “He that saith” so often
occurring. The development of Satan’s last and
deepest device to overthrow the authority of Christ
comes into view. It is not open opposition-—that is "
hardly contemplated throughout the whole epistle—
but first the profession of Christianity—the outward
form of godliness—identification with the assembly
of God then mischief wrought within—error held and
taught, and, finally, a going out from the gathered
saints, (see ii. 19), evidencing their error, un-
righteousness, hatred, and proving that they had
never been born again, and that notwithstanding all
their profession they were the offspring of Cain and
in darkness even until now.

QUESTION cexvii.

Pleuse explain Acts ix. 7 and xxii. 9, so as to reconcile
what appears to be o discrepancy.

REPLY.

In chap. ix. 7 the words are ‘‘ hearing a voice”—
in xxii. 9, “they heard not the voice of Him that spake
fo ME.”

It is quite consistent to suppose that “a voice”
was heard, as in John xii. 29, which in the ears of
the people sounded only as thunder. The dazzling
brightness of the presence of the Lord—which was
visible to those whe accompanied Saul—was not im-
probably accompanied by a heavenly voice of such a
character.

But the human voice, in Hebrew accents, speaking
directly and personally to Saul, and to him,alone, no
other ear discerned.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO
THESSALONIANS.

CHAPTER i. 2-4.

THE

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS, BY J. R, C.

B ERSE 2. — “We give thanks to God
always for you all.”
one of them, and that they were all
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It
is no reproach for any one to be a Christian in these
days, but rather the reverse. But the moment these
Thessalonians confessed Christ they were branded as
the offscourings of the earth, and cut off from their
relations and friends. Nothing but faith in the living
God could ,enable them to endure this trial.

“Making mentionr of you in our prayers.” What-
ever the apostle’s prayers in public may have been,
if we judge from the number and variety of requests
which he mentions in his various epistles, his prayers
in private must indeed have been long ones. If you
examine the apostle’s letters to the various Churches,
you will see the important place that prayer had in
his mind. How many places, persons, and services
he mentions in his prayers. The sad lack of the
spirit of real prayer in our assemblies is the cause of
much of our lack of power, grace, godliness, and true
heart-searching ministry. May the Lord touch our
hearts about this one matter. There is much time
and energy spent by many of the Lord’s servants in
His service, whilst real secret dealing with God in
prayer is often neglected. Satan ever seeks to get

the Lord’s servants more occupied with their service -

than with the Lord. If we would have power with
men we must have it with God first. How very few
there are of God’s children whose path has been as
that of the just, “‘shining more and more unto the
perfect day” (Prov. iv. 18). How few have gone on
in their service shining brighter and brighter, and
growing stronger and stronger, like those spoken of
in Psalm xcii. 14, “They shall still bring forth fruit
in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing.” There
may be much activity in the Lord’s service whilst
there is little communion with God; secret, hearty,
real dealing with God having ceased. When this is
the case such are on the high road to an open fall,
and sooner or later, there will surely be a sad

break down, which will bring dishonour on the name
B

He knew every

of God, and misery to their own souls. May we all
learn a lesson from Paul in this matter, and seek day-
by-day to.have close dealings with God in the secret
of His presence as to our walk and service before the
world and in the Church.

Verse 3.—¢ Remembering without ceasing your
work of faith and labour of love and patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our
Father.” We have three things mentioned here, viz.,
“work of faith,” “labour of love,” and “ patience of
hope.” We may be doing much work, but is it work
of faith? There may be much labour, but is it
labour of love? And we may show much patience,
but is it the patience of hope ? The apostle’s work was
indeed a work of faith, for he never engaged in his
work unless he could count upon the Lord being with
him in it. His labours were labours of love, for he
went on ministering to the saints in the midst of
opposition, indifference, and misrepresentation. He
could say to the saints at Corinth, “ I will very gladly
spend and be spent for you; though the more
abundantly I love you the less I be loved” (2 Cor.
xii. 15). And as he laboured on he had patience in
it all; and it was the patience of hope. Although he
knew that nothing but poverty, suffering, and even
death, awaited him, he went on in the midst of it all
assured that the Lord was with him, and that at His
coming he would receive a crown of righteousness for
faithfulness to Him. And as he looks on those
Thessalonian saints, and sees them going on after the
same pattern, and in the same spirit, he gives thanks
on their behalf.

Turn with me to Rev. ii. 2, 4, in connection with
this subject. “I know thy works and thy labour
and thy patience. - Nevertheless I have some-
what against thee, because thon has left thy first love.”
There you find the same three words, ‘works,”
“labour,” “ patience.”

What wasg it that gave value to the work done by
these Thessalonian saints ¢ It was faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. What gave value to their labour ?
Love to the Lord Jesus. What gave value to their
patience ! In the midst of all their labours they held
stedfastly to the hope that their Lord was coming soon
for them ; and they desired to win His commendation.

The Lord can find no pleasnre in anything that we
do for Him except it is done in faith. We may
labeur on day-by-day, but if we are not constrained
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by love to Him our Lord finds no delight in it. We
may be Seripturally correct as to the way in which
we serve Him, but if love be not the motive power by
which we do it, it cannot be acceptable to Him, and
therefore it will be labour in vain. The Lord knew
the works, labour, and patience of the Church at
Ephesus, but the faith, hope, and love which gave
value to all, had declined.

The Lord looks down into our hearts for these three
things, viz., faith, hope, and love; and if He cannot
find them there is nothing there to give joy to His
heart — nothing that he can, so to speak, eat as
pleasant fruit. It is like going into a garden to feast
on its fruit, and finding nothing but leaves—no fruit
to satisfy ; or, going to a well thirsty and weary, and
finding it empty and dry.

Let these things test us, and may we each examine
our hearts to see what faith, love, and patience are
there—to see if there be in us that which gives joy to
the Lord Jesus Christ. Better far that there was
less labour and more love, less activity in service and
more of the fruit of the Spirit.

Beloved, are we keeping in memory His last words
—<“Behold I come quickly ?” Has that blessed hope
its true place in our hearts ? or have we descended to
earthly hopes and prospects ! Have we forgotten His
promise ! “I am coming again to take you to be
with Myself.” ¢ Yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry.” “The Lord
direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the
patience of Christ.”

Verse 4.—* Knowing, brethren beloved, your
election of God.”

Look, in connection with this, to 2 Thess. ii. 13.
“ We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God has from
the beginning chosen you to salvation, through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
This passage is similar to the verse (4) just read, in
which the two truths of God’s love and electing grace
are brought together. That expression, your
election,” means that God, according to His sovereign
will, has chosen us. It is put very pointedly in
2 Thess. ii.— Chosen from the beginning.” That
agrees with Eph. i. 4: “ He hath chosen us in Him
(Christ) before the foundation of the world.” This is
God’s sovereign will in Christ, but the purpose of
God was given effect to by the “sanctification (or

setting apart) of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
While this is blessedly true, that God has chosen us
in Christ before the world was, it is also equally true
that God loves all men, and that Christ gave Himself
a ransom for all,; and that God our Saviour ¢ will
have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. ii. 4, 6).

Many are afraid of the doctrine of election as found
in the Scriptures ; they try to explain it away because
it seems to them to conflict with the truth of God’s
universal love to a guilty world. Remember this,
beloved, we must be content to leave a great many
things in God’s word just as He has revealed them to
us, accepting them simply as little children, even
though we cannot understand them.

A little child in the A. B. C. class cannot be
expected to solve a problem in Algebra. We are just
like little children in this respect, we cannot under-
stand or reconcile many of the deep things that are
in the Word of God ; but it is our happy privilege to
leave them with the Lord, and to accept them just as
God has revealed them to us. When Paul went to
Thessalonica, he delivered to them the Gospel as God
had givenittohim; and when God gavetestimony to the
Word of His grace by saving them, Paul looked at
them and said: “you were chosen of God,” and
rejoices in them as those set apart by the Holy Spirit.
They received the truth as the result of God having
from the beginning, chosen them to salvation. You
may call that « Calvinism,” but it is God’s truth, and
it is our privilege to accept it as such. How blessed
to see those Thessalonian converts saved by the
sovereign grace of God, as the result of whe Gospel of -
God’s grace ministered in the power of the Holy
Spirit, and in fulfilment of God’s eternal purpose. If
the Apostle had looked at thése Thessalonians, sunk
as they were in idolatry apart from God’s power and
grace, his heart might, indeed, have sunk within him
in despair. But he knew that God was able to save
them ; and he therefore laboured in faith, assured
that God would accomplish His own ends by His own
appointed means.

The Lord Jesus could say: “ All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me” (John vi. 37).
Whilst we hold that side of God’s truth firmly—
because God has revealed it to us in His Word—do
not let us pull down the other side, viz., that in the
Gospel salvation is offered to all, and that * whoso-
ever believeth shall not perish, but have everlasting
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life.” In the Gospel message we have a proclamation
issuing from the very thirone of God to every creature,
of pardon to the guilty, life to the dead, cleansing to
the defiled ; it is o all, and for all, ¢ whosoever will ”
is the one grand condition. If you want to reconcile
these two divine truths, I cannot help you: I am
perfectly contented to have the two in God’s Word
and believe them both. With confidence I can pro-
claim that God loves the sinner, and that there is
pardon for him in Christ if he will have it; at the
same time, as I Jook into the Word, I see that every
child of God is chosen from the beginning unto salva-
tion. Every effort to reconcile these counter-truths
by paring them down to meet the finite thoughts of
man, has on]y ended in failure,

I might say to any who would cavil at these state-
ments,—what is the reason that you and I are here
with the Gospel sounding in our ears, and in the full
blare of New Testament truth, while others have not
heard even the name of Jesus, the Saviour ? Is that
not election ¢ Has not God chosen to put us in these
circurnstances ¢ and does not that alone show that
God is a Sovereign ¢! As we have it in Romans
ix. 20, 21: “O man, who art thou that repliest
(margin ‘disputest’) against God ? shall the thing
formed say unto him who formed it, why hast thou
made me thus ! Hath not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump to make one unto honour, and

“another unto dishonour ¢”

Beloved, let us accept these two divine truths as
God has put them in His Word.- One may say : “Oh,
you are a Calvinist;” or, another may say: “You are
an Arminian,” I cannot help it ; I must abide by the
Word of the Lord. Both truths are in God’s Word,
and I rejoice to receive and to believe in both,—God’s
eternal choice, and His love to all men.

Keep no secrets from God. If we are withholding
anything that we cannot take to the Lord and ask
Him what He thinks of it, there can be no communion
between the soul and God.

When I have ascertained the will of God respecting
my path, through meditation on His word, by prayer,
self-examination, &c., then let me give myself to
prayer that I may do the thing in a right way. We
often bring discredit on a good thing by executing
it in a bad way,

“LORD AND CHRIST)”
(Continued from page 9.)

N\&% ASSING on now to consider, with all
brevity, the deeper and richer significance
which the second title, CHRIST, acquires
in the New Testament Scriptures of
post-resurrection date, the observation must needs be
made that still, as of old, the title bears with it the
thought of power, Divine power ; to him who is born
from above, Christ is indeed the “ power of God,” and
that for him as directly and individually as He is
Lord over him. It was a godly instinct that prompted
the lines—
¢¢ Oh, Cameisr, thou heavenly Lamb!
Joy of the Father’s heart :
Now let Thy love my soul inflame,
Fresh power to me impart.”’

Further than this it will be noticed that the word,
Christ, is used in two new and distinct senses (the
second, indeed, growing out of the first) in the Pauline
Epistles, a special revelation as to this having been
given to the Apostle of the Gentiles.

In the first place it is used as descriptive of the
place of the glorified Son of God in His relationship
to the Church of God—CHRIST is the Head of that
Chureh, and it is His Body ; and, in the second place,
as descriptive of the whole of that Body—Head,
members, and all complete. In the one case it is
definitive, it is CHRIST in the midst and over the
Church ; in the other it is comprehensive, the associa-
tion is so complete, the unity so perfect, that all is
lost in Him; the one title fittingly describes the
whole.*

Further, the power of God, which ever centres in
Christ, is in the first place for the saints, because
Christ, as Head and guide and director, assumed the
whole responsibility for those whose path throughout
this life is ordered by Him alone ; God in Him and
through Him undertaking the supply of every need,
the deliverance from every peril, and the solution of
every difficulty ; and, in the second place, the power
is through the saints, because of the place which God

* Instances of this double use of the one term are mnot
wanting in Scripture; the desoription of the candlestick of
gold in Ex. xxvi. and the parable of the vine in John xv. are
suggested as in point. Students of the Word of God will not
fail to notice that the typioal and parabolic teaching in these
two cases point directly to the truth which is being considered
here, '
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has given to them in the unity which He has named
CHRIST. :

In these days of increasing scepticism and abound-
ing error, in which the difficulties in the path of
those who seek to serve God on earth thicken year
by year, there is heard continually & longing cry fvom
earnest men in almost all parts of the habitable earth
for power, more power; and while this is of itself
an oecasion for thankfulness and praise to God, as
evidenecing felt need among His people, how much it
is to be desired that it were known with assurance far
and wide that there is one way, and one way only, in
which the power so much desired may be obtained in
reality and from God. That way is not the passage
of the mind through some ecstatic or. other emotion,
more or less violent ; through some ¢ crisis” experi-
ence in which a ¢ full surrender” of self is thought to
be made; through some experience which seems to
resemble (as far as it can be judged by one who has
never trod the path) a feat of spiritual gymnastics, and
furnishing in its emotional excitement a positive temp-
tation to Satan to present delusions when the mind is
least able to descry or resist them. No; the God who
glorified His Son Jesus made that same Jesus both
Lorp and CHRIST: as Lord He has all authority, and
as Christ He is the very power of God; and that
power is for the man whose heart yields itself entirely,
and submits itself wholly, to His perfect authority,
not by the passage of some rhapsodical experience in
which sentiment is the qualifying element, but by the
humble and steadfast keeping of the word of Him
who is owned as Lord. For the path of obedience is the
only path of power, and power, too, not ephemeral or
evanescent, like the spurious offspring of a changeable
emotion, but living and eternal—that which will wear,
but not wear out; that which may be used, but never
used up; and that which will provide the pilgrim with
strength for the journey, the warrior with might for the
battle, and the servant with sufficiency for the work.

There is a_further distinction between the titles Lord
and Christ, as used in New Testament Scripture, that
may be pointed out in a few closing sentences.

It has reference to the gathering together of those
who have received grace from God to regard the
Name of Jesus as an all-sufficient. centre for any
assembly of saints.

The more public meetings of such may be divided
into two principal classes, according as the part

taken in bringing about the meetings by those who com-
pose them is passive or active—that is to say, according
as the initiative is taken by God Himself acting upon
the believer’s heart by His Spirit in direct command-
ment. (in which case one has part in the meeting as being
gathered TO or IN the Name of Jesus), or by the be-
liever acting in accordance with that which he knows
(through the revelation which Gtod has given of Him-
self) to be pleasing to God, but for which there is no
direct and definite mandate : one’s part, then, being
that-of one who had assembled himself in accordance
with arrangements previously made with others, or
in response to some invitation from the brethren.

Itis important to remember that there is no author-
itative leading of the Holy Spirit, except through the
pages of the Word of God: hence when He gathers
authoritatively, He gathers according to the com-
mandment of God previously given; and those who
yield themselves in obedience to such commandment
find, according to the promise, the LoRD in their
midst, and all that is done in and by a company thus
gathered, ought to be done by virtue of the presence
and under the authority of the Lorb; then action
taken on earth is owned and acknowledged in heaven, -
because of the divine recognition of that presence ;
the promise of Matt. xviii. 18 is still verified, and
God still owns and maintains in His omnipotence the
action of His people when carried out as with the
Lorp in the midst. Through this consideration, the
putting away from the fellowship of the assembly can
only take place at times when believers are, by the
Holy Spirit, gathered to the Namesof the Lord (see
1 Cor. v. 5), and we judge that receiving into or re-
storation to fellowship are of the same character—the
“binding” and “loosing” of Mat, xviii, 18 being
upon the same footing as to authority.

‘When, on the other hand, Christians are brought
together by arrangement among themselves or some
one of themselves, without that which we have
termed the authoritative leading of the Spirit (though
certainly not without the mighty influence which He
exercises over the mind and the judgment of true.
disciples, in which He so teaches of the ways and of the
character of God that no room is left for doubt as to
whether that which is being done is pleasing to Him),
it is futile to talk of the Holy Spirit having gathered
them together, and equally to claim any knowledge
of the special presence of Jesus as LORD in the midst.
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High-sounding words are sometimes uttered about
this, but there is no difficulty in pouring out high-
sounding words about anything. The pity is that by
such, thoughtless minds are easily carried away. In
this case their vanity is sufficiently demonstrated by
the fact that no one can or does claim for such a
mesting the authority or the power to acf in the name
of the Lord in any single particular.

One of Sir Isaac Newton’s “Laws of Nature” is
sometimes rendered, “ Action and reaction are always
equal and contrary.” That law appears to obtain to
a-great measure in things spiritual. There is always
a danger of flying from one extreme to another.
Such danger is met in this particular matter in this
way. When the mind is enabled to grasp the differ-
ence of prineiple between the -authoritatively-gathered
meeting and that gathered by human instrumentality
the thought is very likely to arise that since human
arrangement has convened the meeting, surely human
arrangement. must provide for its wants, must nomi-
nate speakers, and provide a programme for their
guidance. It cannot be said that there is %o occasion
on which this would be the right course to take ; but
dealing for the moment more partieularly with the
assemblings ‘of ourselves together in what are
commonly known as “ conferences,” there is certainly
a more excellent way, which has for its centre and its
operative power once again the precious title CHRIST

He who.is the Head of His people, in Whom is the
direction of their affairs and the power of their
meetings, is still truly *“among” (See Col. i 27,
marginal reading) the ©saints and faithful brethren”
(Col. i. 2) at such times; and though they may not
act 'in authority from Him, as though they were
gathered to Him as Lord, yet they may (and they do)
know His power and His sufficiency for all their needs.

‘Hbefits, therefore, those who have part in the con-
vening of meetings of God’sisaints to give themselves
to prayer in their work, that God may avert the
entrauce of the thin edge of the wedge of unbelief,
and to give all, while distinguishing between such
gatherings and those wherein we have the direct
authority of the LORD, an understanding of and faith
in the fulness of the sufficiency of CHRIST as Head to
direct His members and to order Himself, at such
“times, the ministry of those whom He has fitted for
this particular service and has given to His people for
their help and their cheer. W. H. H.

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.
’ CHAPTER VI

showing us how we get this eternal life
—Dby feeding upon Christ. Now, Christ
is here presented to us in three ways.
He is presented in humiliation as the manna; as
crucified, with His flesh eaten and His blood drunk;
and glorified, in the closing verses, referring to His
incarnation, His death, and His resurrection. He
was the Son of God in humiliation, even when He
trod this earth, with His feet literally upon the seas,
or among the streets of Nazareth. He was the Son
of God, and to know Him, to discover His true glory
beneath that veil of humiliation, even then, was to
have eternal life. Christ is the eternal life, the bread
which cometh down from heaven, of which a man may
eat thereof and not die. And notice particularly too
that He explains that He had seen the Father, and
that none else had. He gives us a glimpse of His
ineffable glory. God grant we may ever have a true,
full, adequate conception of Christ in His infinite
humiliation; that it was Christ who made every
angel, every star, every man that was there in that
street, and in that tiny cottage. It is so difficult to

grasp.

‘“Wondrous was Thy love in giving
Jesus for our sins to die;
‘Wondrous was His.grace in leaving,
For our sakes, His home on high.”

T ask your attention to these facts about the manna ;
and bear this in mind, that always it is to be taken
into the soul for strength to live it out. If saved
men we are called to follow Christ—to rough it as He
did. The manna of which we read was small. He
who fills heaven, in the world was small, despised,
was of no reputation. Dare you be willing to be
despised, if you are a true believer ? Yes; if you
take it into your soul that “He loved me and gave
Himself for me,” you will not mind it ; if you do not
you will be wanting to go to heaven in a coach and
six, and to be spared the opposition you must
encounter. It was white and sweet to show that He
who thus loved was One utterly different to what we
are by nature. It was on the ground, referring to
His extreme degradation, “Thou hast brought Me
into the dust of death.” Christ humbled Himself, so
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that the sinner could touch Him, and say, ¢ He loved
me and gave Himself for me.” It was round ; it had
no points. Christ had no character, no prominent
feature, nothing marked in Him. His love never
transcended His holiness, or His holiness His love;
but He was like the fine flour of the meat offering.
It was free; there it was, only to be picked up.
Christ is being preached now, and all the sinner has
to do is to take Christ for himself. Any one may
appropriate this text, He loved me, and gave Him-
self for me.” It was ample: we have got it; but
there is plenty for others. It was close to them;
it dropped about their habitations; they had not a
long way to go for it. There is no need to run twenty
miles nor wait twenty years to find Christ—*The
Word is nigh thee ;” God is sincere in pressing salva-
tion on unsaved souls. It was gathered in the morn-
ing as early as they could get it. God would not
have us delay an hour in taking Christ. It fell in
the darkness. T cannot see, nor you, on what souls
this precious truth of Christ is falling now. God
can; darkness and light are both alike to Him.
. Some souls are taking it in, and some, it may be, are
loathing it. Some may not see the operation, and
may laugh at it; others are saying, “The Son of God
loved me, and gave Himself for me.” It fell by
miracle. Persons have travelled this wilderness
since, and no manna is there now ; and if this Word
is brought nigh to us, it is only by a miracle of grace.
They had to stoop to pick it up. Have you dared to
come down from any self-esteem or self-righteousness
and just taken Christ and His salvation all for
nothing? Are you content to be nobody but a poor
lost, saved sinner % and then, are you content to be
derided by the world ¢ You will be the moment you
take it into your soul, and dare to live it out. There
was none gathered on the Sabbath. There are two
meanings to the Sabbath in antitype—God’s rest and
God’s millenium. And when Christ comes there will
be no hope for the unsaved ; no salvation when once
Christ has come down, but strong delusion. When
He comes in glory it will be the time to be identified
with Him in glory ; it is the time now to be identified
with Him in suffering. You would be content to be
called anything when you see Christ- in glory. Ah!
but there was none fell on the Sabbath. It was
adapted to the circumstances of every day life;
whether wanted as food for the strong man or the

child, it was adapted for all. And there is not one
here this precions word (“He loved me and gave
Himself for me”) will not suit. It will do for you;
if you have a great many cares it will buoy you up;
if you have enemies it will enable you to brave such,
and to meet them placidly. The manna, despised as
it was upon earth, was laid up in the Tabernacle
before God, as we read in Exodus xvi.; though there
was none in the Temple, as we read in 2 Kings viii.
It signifies, that whilst we are in the wilderness
feeding on Christ down here, God Himself is feeding
upon Christ up there. Whilst we are saying, ¢ Christ
loved me and gave Himself for me,” our God Himself
is having communion with the Son about all this path
of degradation and service unto death; and every time
a sinner is saved or a soul restored, it is evidence of
the communion of God with His Christ. I have said
it was the bread of the mighty ; the way for any
poor, timid soul to become strong-—a mighty man of
valour—is this, “ The son of God loved me, and gave
Himself for me.” It is a striking fact that those
wretched souls with David in the cave Adullam, as
we read in Samuel, through being companions of
David, became so mighty ; feeding on Christ makes:
the weakest strong. It fell with the dew round about
the camp. If the Word is preached here, rest assured
there is the dew of blessing; and unwise are you
indeed if you do not let it have its blessed way in
your soul: eat it, my brother, even that precious
Christ of Galatians ii. Supposing you do not; that
which was not eaten bred worms and stank. 1
believe, in our preaching places where the Word is
preached, many understand the gospel and the
way in which it should be put as well as the preacher
himself, but they have never eaten it, they are gospel
hardened ; that is the effect. If the Word does not
do you good it does you harm; that is a solemn
thing. The manna falls as the Word is preached,
and if you go on learning theoretically, and do not
say, “ He loved me, and gave Himself for me,” it were’
better you had never heard it. “But I do,” you say.
Do you?! Are you getting stronger? A solemn
thing in the light of eternity ;—either you are getting
stronger, or it is getting to breed worms and stink.
Where does it fall ¢ Just round about the camp and
nowhere else. Wherever Christ is not preached there
is no manna ; but where the Word is preached there
it is falling. And it is falling, falling now close by
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you, and it is yours to make your choice, and eat and
become strong, or to loathe it aud it will stink.
Thousands of places there are where God is little
known : the Word is close to thee; lay hold of it.
And it fell daily. You must have fresh food every
day—the old food fresh every day.

Then follows, in the second place, Christ as the slain
lamb of the Passover; for, of course, when the Lord
speaks of His humiliation He is sure to go on to the
depths of it—the cross. “The Jews, therefore, strove
among themselves, saying, How can this man give us
His flesh to eat ?” This reminds me of a point we must
never forget—that God’s way with those who reject
any of His truth is to make that truth more difficult
to their minds. Then Jesus said to them, © Verily,
verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the
Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in
you.” This must have been peculiarly obnoxious to
a serious Jew, who was forbidden to touch blood.
He puts it in diverse ways in verses 54-56. Eating
His flesh, appropriation ; drinking His blood, salva-
tion and communion. Thus has God sent Him, “the
propitiation for our sins;” and thus are we to eat His
flesh and drink His blood. We cannot read Isaiah liii,
in faith without so deing. And I should think that
there is some little difference between the two, as the
Lord so distinetly separates the two Himself, and I
give what I believe to be the distinction. You are to
eat the flesh, to have to do with Him as a Saviour, to
be at His feet and enjoy being there, glad to have
found your true place of worship. How many religious
people there are who know positively nothing about
a crucified Christ; because, of course, it means
* knowing Him personally, actually, really, so well as
to eat His flesh. Then, in the drinking of the blood,
salvation is the first thought.

¢« Oh precious blood, oh glorious death,
By which the sinner lives.”
But a deal more, for we get everything through
drinking His blood. And you remember that the
children of Israel were to be feasting at the very mo-
ment the angel was executing judgment. That on
which they feasted was the Lamb whose blood was
sprinkled on the door posts. A Christian is sheltered
by the blood of the Lamb, and lives in Christ as His
Saviour. “Christ our Passover is slain for us.” Israel
celebrated that Passover so long as they feared God.
- So with us.at the Lord’s table; we, sheltered by the

blood can feast on Christ as God’s sacrifice ; and as we
eat the bread and drink the wine it is in celebration
of a past’sacrifice, and of deliverance which we got in
Christ 1800 years ago.

Then the Lord says again in verse 58, asin 51,
“This is that bread which came down from heaven.”
He presses upon us intently and intensely that He
came down from heaven, that His home was on the
other side of the stars ; and He came down from that
dizzy height in love to you and to me. I sometimes
think that wé ought when we worship God almost to
shout for joy, yet sometimes almost to weep, but not
to sit so still and passive and to be so hardly moved.

Now we come to the third, the climax, the old
corn of the land. This is the best of the three, for
it is a whisper of glory. Only observe God’s order;
it is the manna first. Pray note it, for how many
are willing to hear of crowns and rewards, while it
never enters their heads that Christ calls them to
take up the Cross, and get strong and valiant, doing
exploits. The crown is upon their lips, but the cross
is not upon their brow; the world is theirs, and no
cross. We have seen Christ in humiliation, and
heard Christ upon the cross; but God does not stop
there, and never will, though He appears to pause
there now, because He is showing patience with the
world. “What and if ye shall see the Son of Man
ascend up where He was before ?” He came down
from a dizzy height, and He has gone back to a dizzy
height. And you will notice a singularity in the
expression prone to be omitted—that He went up to
exactly where He came from, that is, He could not
get any higher, Other scriptures say exactly the
same thing. * Glorify thou Me, with the glory which
T had with thee before the world was.” So in Heb.
i.—“Being made so much better than the angels, as
He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.” He was infinitely greater than
angels originally, and God has made Him who dwelt
in a little place like Nazareth just as great again.
Before it was His own glory; now it is acquired
glory, and it is this acquired glory He shares with us.
“The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given
them.” Only One Being has been in this world who
was in heaven before He came to this world—the
Man of Isaiah liii. He was despised and rejected of
men, the Being who created all things, Who sustains
all things. “He was in the world, and the world
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knew Him not,” though the world was made by Him.
Then He is like a lamb for the sacrifice. The world
was made by Him—the old corn of the land ; :the
world knew Him not—the Manna, suffering shame
and rejection for the Father’s sake. The old corn is
what Christ was before there was a creature, for ever
and for ever, in God’s account ; and what He will be
for ever and for ever in God’s account. Now, if thou
takest this into thy soul, “He loved me and gave
Himself for me,” thou mayest appropriate all Christ
is and call it thine. I will just quote a scripture or
two. Turn to Ephesians i. 6. (for Ephesians is full
about the old corn). God loves millions, but One in
such a way that the Holy Spirit could write and say
“the Beloved One,” and then see that we are
loved like Christ, *“ wherein He hath made us ac-
cepted in the Beloved One.” There is the clue to
why God loved me so; He has looked at me in
Christ. No wonder I am to expect such a deal from
God, I am taken into favour in the Beloved One.
Not “in Christ,” or “in God’s Son,” but “in the
Beloved One.” This is old corn. He did not love
Christ first when He hung upon the cross, nor even
ourselves, because He loved us so as to give His Son
to die. Then eat it, rejoice in it. But read on.
“In whom.” Who does it mean? In Christ? No:
“in the Beloved One”—“we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.” God forgave us in no stinted
way, but in the Beloved Omne. According to my
requests ? No. My need? No, never. Observe
how, ‘“according to the riches of His grace.” He
hath graced us in Christ, in the Beloved One,