
The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

_ _ - - ._.._. _41_\,_fi“ L__._,._-- - _

THE

’ ELIE\/ER’S A
 4g 1 _ _| -it-Qgg  

AT I-I WAY
DEVOTED ENTI RELY TO

The Great Truths of G0d’s Word for His People.

EDITED BY A. ]. HOLIDAY.

iii

VOLUME |X., I388.

Seemed Volmmr qf 1:1 New Size mzci Series.

 -

G L A S G O W :
THE PUBLISHING OFFICE, 180 BUCHANAN STREET.

[OFFICE OF “THE W1TNEss.")
LONDON: JAMES E- HAWKINS, 17 PATERNOSTER Row, E.C. *

S. W. PARTRIDGE 3;: CO., 9 PATERNOSTER Row.
DUBLIN : TRACT REPOSITORY, 10 D'OL1ER STREET.



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

_-n_ _ _ _ __., — _ -_- _

E“ A SPECIAL COLOURED DIAGRAM on The
Feasts Of the Lord, with a series of instructive articles

thereon, by the EDITOR, will commence in January Number.

?

I‘
L



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

__ _ mm — — -.-- —_?—_-|-_—; ;:: “ - - T '''_'

CONTENTS.1 !
—--—'I'——-"-

l‘

PAGE

A Refuge in the Day of Trouble
(Poetry), .. .. .. .. 3o

“A Good Report of them that are
\Vithout," .. .. .. .. gs

And be at Peace among Yourselves, . . 114

Bible Study—Works, . . . . . . 8o

Communion (Poetry), . . . . 138

Ebenezer, . . . . . . . . . I

From Death unto Life (Pa-ei?'.J’), . . 7
“ Fellowship in the Gospel,” . . . . 98
From Grace to Glory, .. .. .. II2

“Grace and Truth came by Iesus
Christ “ (Poetry), .. .. .. 127

“ Holding Fast the Faithful Word,”. . 17
How to Know God and be Like Him, 1o4
How Much Owest Thou, . . . . no
“ He Restoreth My Soul,“ . . . . I23
“ How Precious are Thy Thoughts unto

Me," .. .. -. .. .. 133

“I have Redeemed thee; . . .
thou art Mine " (Peez'1j;v),.. .. 67

In the Midst (Poetry), . . . . ,. gr

“ Let God be True, but every Man a
Liar, " . . . . . . . . I41:

Maranatha, 2, 15, 28, 47, 49, 61, 75, 88
Marah, .. .. .. .. .. 56

Notes in a Bible Class on Rom. xii. I, 51
“ Neither be ye of Doubtful Mind, ”. . 1o6

“ one Accord," - - . . . . 64, 73

PAGE
Peace, .. ... .. .. 6
“ Preserved in Jesus Christ,” .. .. I23
“ Perfect Peace," .. .. .. 137

Rule in the Family, the Church, and
the World, . . . . Io, 22, 34, 44

“ Rest in the Lord" (Poetry), . . . . I9

Spiritualism, . . _. .. 26, 4o, 58
“ So He Giveth His Beloved Sleep, " 31

The Dispensations, . . . . . . 5
“ To What Purpose is this Waste i‘ ".. 1:3
The Lord's Prayer, 2o, 32, 37, 52, 68, 82,

93, 1o2, 117
The Preparations of the Heart, . . 25
“ Thanks be unto God for His

Unspeakable Gift “ (Poebjv), . . 43
The Gifts of God (Poetry), . . . , 55
Thoughts Concerning the Kingdom, 66
The Law, and the Christian's relation

to it, .. .. 7o, 77, 89, 1o7, 119, I32
“ The Day of Battle," . . .. . . 85
The Patience of Power and the Power

of Patience, . . . . . . . . qr;
“ Therefore My People _shall know

My Name " (Poetry), . . . . IOI
Therefore, Brethren, we are Debtors, zoo
There shall be no night there (Poetry), 114
The God of _Iacob,. . .. .. 121, 139
“ To Obey is better than Sacrifice, “ . . 125
“The Scripture cannot be Broken," 128, 13:,
“Thou art my Portion, O Lord," .. 131
To our Readers, .. . . .. .. 144

“Why do you not use the Lord‘s
Prayer?" .. .. .. .. 3

--|---—i_.,-I-—i1--—-|-e



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

I
L

1

i
i

ti
I

i

iiy——fl—-ii—§—-klH ——M_L_I_

J-lI-I-'-_-II-L__—_"1-nun-_-nun-—

THE BELIEVERS PATHWAY
Is Pueusnao AT THE BEGINNING or Eacn MoNTn.

PRICE ONE HALFPEN NY.
Its pages are devoted entirely to the great truths of God’s Word for

His people; and it is humbly intended that the articles appearing in its
columns should be the Message of God to His people in a dark and evil day.

To secure T/ze Pot/away regularly every month by post, you have only
to send twelve penny stamps, or, if in Canada or United States, a 25 cent.
note, stating how to be addressed. So there need be no difficulty at all, if
you wish to have the help it affords.

Post free, for One Year, in the United Kingdom, United States, Canada,
and other Countries in the Postal Union, payable in advance.

1Copy, - - 1/. \ 2Copies, 1- - 1/6. I 4Copies, - - 2/6.

Six Copies or more at 6d. each Copy.

RATES FOR QUANTITIES, POST FREE, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.

2 5 Copies Monthly, 1/ per month; 2/o per Quarter; 11/ for One Year.
50 :1 at 2/ :5 5/3 :1 22/ :1

150 1: :1 3/6 1! 1'3! :1 £2 :1

One dozen Specimen Copies for giving away, post free, to any address,
on application.

VOLUMES 1., 11., 111., 1v., v., v1., v1I., v111., post free, in Paper Covers
‘ at 6d. each, or 1/ each in Cloth Covers.

THE PUBLISHING OFFICE, 18o BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW.
TELEGRAMST. “WITNESS, GLASGOW. ” HENRY P|QK_ER|N('_.;, MANp,(;3,E|:g_

l

-—--a—n-nr

:;—_—.|___

l



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

 \—l FP 

4 THE

BELIEVER’S PATHWAY.
E B E N E Z E R.

“ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

.\\( HATEVER thoughts may be suggested to others by
the closing of the old year and the entering upon

- a new one, to the child of God they surely say, with
a voice that cannot be mistaken, “ Now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed ” (Rom. xiii. 11). To some of God’s
people the year that has just passed away has been an eventful
one. Unlooked-for changes have come to them, and they find
themselves to-day in circumstances that they little expected a
year ago. The portion of some has been trial and sorrow,
while others have had a full cup of joy. Some have been
tossed hither and thither, and kept in continual uncertainty;
while others have had a year of quietness and rest. But if we
turn our eyes away from the passing circumstances of, the
moment to think of our Lord Jesus as the quickly-coming One,
there is one bright and blessed prospect awaiting us all, that
swallows up every other thought. .

In the prayer at the end of the first chapter of the epistle to
the Ephesians, Paul asks that those Ephesian saints might
know God’s purposes concerning them and His power towards
them. God had chosen them for Himself (verse 4), that they
should be “to the praise of the glory of His grace ” (ver. 6).
So His purposes about them can only be understood and
measured by what He Himself is; and the power that will
carry out His purposes is the same by which He raised Christ
from the dead, and so defeated all the hosts of darkness
(verses 19-21). Now all this is not only true about saints at
Ephesus long ago; it belongs to every child of God to-day.
What wonderful thoughts with which to enter upon the new
and unknown year. The love that gave Jesus to die for us has
planned all our path. The Power that raised Him from the
dead will fulfil love’s plan. 1

When Israel were gathered close to jordan, with Canaan
almost in view, Moses bade them remember all the way the

A I
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Illammat/za.

Lord had led them those forty years in the wilderness. He
had humbled them and suffered them to hunger, and then had
fed them with manna, that they might know that man does
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of the Lord (Deut. viii. 2, 3). He suffered
them to hunger first, and then fed them, that they might
know where their food really came from. We soon forget to
praise God for mercies that are never withheld for a moment.
We take them as a matter of course. “ Give me the portion
of goods that falleth to me,” said the younger son in Luke xv.,
and never thought of thanking his father for what he received;
and we are sadly too like him. So, it may be, our Father has
suffered us to hunger during the past year. Bodily health,
comfortable outward circumstances, some happy friendship;
one or more of these things may have been withdrawn ; but it
was all “That He might prove thee, to do thee good at thy
latter end ” (Deut. viii. 16). Is it not better so, than that
outward abundance should have led to our hearts being lifted
up, and to forgetfulness of God (see verses 12-14)? And while
all the chastening and discipline of the past year have been
to do us good, they have been bringing us day by day nearer
to the moment of our salvation. Of course salvation is used
here as in Rom. viii. 23-25. The redemption of the body,
when the Lord jesus shall come to receive us to Himself, is
the salvation that is daily coming nearer. To us 1888 may
never draw to a close- We are not concerned with the times
and seasons, if we are waiting for the Son of God from heaven,
even Iesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. May
His last message echo more sweetly and clearly in our hearts
than ever before. “Surely I come quickly: Amen "’ ; so that
our hearts may send up the response He loves to hear,

“Evan so, come, Loan ]I-:.sUs.”

MARANATHA
(The Lord is Coming).

,-,,._ ,. [OR many centuries the people of God had gone to sleep,
as regards the blessed hope set before them in such

3- 3 plain and simple words by the Lord jesus HimS€'lf in
john xiv. 3-“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am,

_ 2
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Maranatka.

there ye may be also.” Some fifty years ago there was a
blessed waking~up on the part of many believers as to this
precious truth; and to many of God’s children it has been
once more a source of comfort and strength, as well as a
stimulating and purifying power. But the adversary who
for so long was successful in keeping this hope" out of
sight will not now allow us to hold it undimmed and real
if he can prevent it. It is one thing to be quite clear as
to the teaching of Scripture about the coming of Christ. It
is quite another thing so to have this hope in (or “upon”)
Him, as to lead us to purify ourselves, even as He is pure
(I john iii. 3).

We need, then, to stir up one another’s minds as to this
matter, and to watch against every device of Satan by which
he would seek to rob God of His glory and us of our joy
in connection with “the coming of our Lord jesus Christ,
and our gathering together unto Him." One of the readiest
weapons the enemy always resorts to in order to weaken the
force of any portion of God’s Truth is the introduction of
division of mind about it among believers. Whenever any
doctrine becomes the battle-ground for strife and contention,
there is great danger-Ythat the life and power of it will be lost,
and only the form retained. This is, perhaps, especially the
case in regard to the truth of Christ’s coming for the Church.
We believe that many feel this so strongly that they keep
silence about it altogether, rather than risk making it the
subject of argument and strife. In this way we fear that
the blessed hope is not having the prominent place in the
ministry of the Word that it had twenty or thirty years ago;
and we cannot but regard such a condition of things as one
that calls for much humbling before God, and earnest prayer
that He will graciously grant us a fresh reviving as to a
matter so dear to Himself and so important to us.

We are disposed to think that one of the most serious
difficulties, as to agreement about what the Word of God
teaches us in regard to the coming of our Lord jesus, lies
in the following question :——Do the Scriptures set anything
before us that must be fulfilled before Christ comes for His
people? Or, in\other words, are we warranted in looking for
the Lord Iesus to come AT ANY MOMENT-110 fulfil I Thess. iv.
I 5-1:7? We do not hesitate to express our own full convic-
tion that we are thus warranted to wait for our blessed Lord

 3
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day by day. And we would say, further, that we believe that
any system of interpreting Scripture which puts anything
between the saint and the expectation of Christ’s appearing
must needs take largely away from the power the hope is
intended to exercise. While, however, we speak without
reserve on this point, we desire to say, with equal plainness,
that we do not for a moment look upon brethren who hold
and teach otherwise, as therefore not loving the Lord’s
appearing. We do not believe that the whale value of the
hope is gone if we are not looking for its momentary fulfil-
ment. Still, we are quite sure that no truth can fulfil all
its purpose, unless we have it just as God has given it. With
this in view, we purpose, month by month, as the Lord may
enable us, to consider some of the Scriptures, and the argu-
ments based on them, which are relied on by those who
believe that there are prophecies awaiting their fulfilment
before ever the Lord jesus can shout that blessed shout,
which shall call us all up to be with Him for ever. For the
present month, we desire to lay before our readers a sketch of
the various epochs or dispensations, from the beginning to the
end of time. We believe that a clear grasp of God’s arrange-
ment of these epochs will greatly help to remove difficulties.
We shall find God beginning with a world that “was all very
good,” and man in innocence dwelling there. That, after man
had sinned, God had a people, saved by His grace, but that
they were strangers on the cursed earth, while those who did
not know God made themselves at home there. From that
time onwards God has acted alternately on two distinct lines.
A period such as we have just described is followed by one in
which God has again an earthly people with an earthly
inheritance. This, in turn, is succeeded by another period
when the people of God are strangers here, and so on. But at
every change of dispensation it is the sin and failure of the
earthly people that lead to their rejection; and, on the other
hand, it is only by judgment on the earth that God again
prepares it to be an inheritance for His saints. We trust that
these few words of introduction will be sufficient to enable ou-r
readers to follow out the thoughts presented in the following
sketch. We would ask for the special prayers of all who seek
to know the power and joy of the hope, that we may be
guided by the Spirit of Truth in the labour of love we have
thus sought to take up.

l
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THE DISPENSATIONS.
I.»-God creates man innocent, and the undefiled earth is

his proper habitation (Gen.

Man .rz'rz.r, and 2'/te earl/5 '25.? zeztrelzred in Ike curse
qf /223* -.rz'a (Gen. iii. I7-19).

II.—Hence, while Cain and his seed are finding a
suitable dwelling-place in the cursed earth, and are

‘ making it pleasant for themselves, the godly seed of
i Seth’s line are a heavenly people; and their only
ti record as to this world is that they died (compare
. Gen. iv. 17-22 and,~_,v. 1-31).

; Gad purges ilze world ‘will: judgment‘ by 2‘/ze
I deed, and so fits 2'2‘ for /zaldtalzian ly Nae/z

(Gen. vi. 13).
III.-—-Hence the conditions under which Adam was first placed

in the world are renewed to Noah (Gen. viii. 15-17).

[Vera/z’.r descendants depart fr.-am God, and first
, llazld I5’al>el (Gen. Xi. 3, 4), and l/zen defile tlze
I world aeziz‘/z idols (josh. xxiv. 2-).
'i IV.--Wherefore God calls out Abram, and, while pro-

mising him the land of Canaan for his seed, makes
E» him a pilgrim and stranger there (Heb. xi. 8-16).

Gad cleanses 2‘/ze land eff Canaan ly 2‘/ze judgment
eff 2'2‘: wzkaed z'rzlza5z'z‘am‘s" (Num. xxxv. 33, 34;
Deut. vii. I-6).

V.--And so fits it to be a dwelling-place for Israel, and to put
1 His own name there (Deut. xii. 1-11).

' Israel elese a long coarse of departure from Gad by
re_7'eelz'¢zg and eruez_'/fyz'rzg tlzelr Messiah. The
land 2'5 defiled and Israel rejected (Matt. xxiii.
31-39) s

VI.--And God gathers out, from among all nations, a
people for His name, who are strangers here (Acts
xv. 14; Eph. i. 3, 15-23; ii. 6, 7).

flazdzag called the /zearzenly people /lame, He purges
z‘/ze earz‘/z by judgmem‘ upon Iii} enemzles,

_ granizwg repentance to Israel (Deut. xxxii. 43).
I VII.»--And so re-establishes Israel in Canaan,-—His earthly

people in their earthly home,--while Satan is bound (Zeph.
iii. I4-2o; Rev. xx. 1-3). --

| .
 ill-| _____ _ 1 _ _____
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Satan lzazdng been let loose for a little season, i
reoelllon onee more takes place on the eartlz, t
and God tvz's2'ts it in final judgment wltlz eom- 1
plete destruction (Rev. XX. 7-9; 2 Pet. iii. 10-_-12). i

VIII.——God creates new heavens and a new earth
(Rev. xxi. 1 ; 2 Pet. iii. I3). _

PEACE.

A BIBLE READING.
Promz'sed,, “His name shall be called The Prince of

" Peace,” ' - - - - - -
Foretold, “ On earth Peace,” - - - - -
T/te Way, “The way of Peace have they not known,” -

“ To guide our feet into the way of Peace,” -
“ He (Christ) is our Peace,” - - - -
“Having made Peace through the blood of

His Cross,” - - - - - - -
“ Came and preached Peace to you which

were afar off,” - - - - -
“ Therefore being justified by faith, we have

Peace with God,” . - - - -
“jesus stood in the midst, and said, Peace

be unto you,” - - - - - -

Persona‘/fed,
Made,

Preaeked,

Possessed,

Spoken,

. AS TO CIRCUMSTANCES.

“Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give
unto you,” - - - - — -

“That in Me ye might have Peace,” — -
“Now the Lord of Peace Himself give you

Peace always, by all means,” - __—
“ Thou wilt keepihim in perfect Peace, whose

mind is stayed on Thee,” - - -

Beoaeatlzed,

Deposited,
Awatlaole,

Kat, .

TI-IE GOD OF PEACE AND THE PEACE OF GOD.

“The God of Peace be with you all,” . - —
“The God of Peace shall bruise Satan under

your feet shortly,” - - - - -
“The Peace of God . . . shall keep (or

defend) your hearts,” - - - - -
“ Let the Peace of God rule in your hearts,”
“The very God of Peace sanctify you wholly,”
“Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you

through the knowledge of God, and of
jesus our Lord,” - - — - -

Present,
Vz'etorz'ozrs,

Defie'rzsz"oe,

Rez'grzz'rzg,
Sattoléfj/z'1zg,

_ _l —| III-"

i

E

i||—l$i|-I-|

Is. ix. 6. j
Luke ii 14. .
Rom. iii. 17. j
Luke i. 79. -I

1

E-ph. 11. I4. ;

Col. i. 20. I

Eph. ii. 17. l

Rom. v. 1. l

John xx. 26.

john xiv. 27. ,
John xvi. 33. ,=

i
2Thess. iii. 16. I

Is. xxvi. 3. I
F

-I

Rom. xv. 33. I

Rom. xvi. an

I11’. 7: I

Col. iii. 15.
1 These. v. 23. F

‘E

2 Pet. i. 2. I
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FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE.

’TIs a quaint and ancient custom,
In a slow and measured knell,

To announce the year’s departure
By the solemn passing bell ;

Then with clash and din and clamour, i
To awake the sleeping earth,

And with merry peals of welcome
To proclaim the New Year’s birth.

It is part of God’s own order
That the knell precedes the chime ;

That a requiem must be sounded
O’er the things of sense and time ;

That the Cross must be uplifted
Ere salvation’s bells are rung;

That the grave must claim its victim
Ere redemption’s song is sung.

This our Lord in figure teaches
(For the lesson is the same),

As we sink beneath the water,
When baptised into His name ;

There the dead “old man ” is ‘buried,
We have passed beyond his sway ;

And we rise to life eternal
On a happy New-year’s-day. 7

For the way into God’s kingdom
Is to fall before we rise;

,And the death of self comes foremost,
Then the mansions in the skies ;

The dark valley must be trodden
Ere the mountain-top’s attained ;

And the “ corn of wheat” must perish
Ere the harvest fruit is gained.

All man’s pride and power and glory
Sink to ashes in the tomb ;

And his clearest, brightest morning
Can but lead to midnight gloom.

In God’s blessed new creation
The night comes before the day ;

And the glory will be brightest
“When the clouds have rolled away.” E. B

7 I"
in
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“Why do you not use the L01-d’s Prayer P”
.\(( E are often asked this question ; and we must confess,
53% in these days of lukewarmness, that we are glad of
)3 - anything that indicates a conscience about carrying

out the will of the Lord. I Before, however, we attempt to
answer this question, we would like to point out that, to our
thinking, “the disciples’ prayer” would be a more suitable title,
as the prayer we get in Matthew vi. 9-15 was taught to the
disciples by our blessed Lord for their use, and we are never
told that He used the form Himself. No ; if anything is to be
called “the Lord’s prayer,” let it be john xvii., which contains
that wondrous and beautiful prayer of our _ Lord for His
people. But to return to the question. Our reply is, that we
do not use this form because we do not believe it to be the
mind of our Lord that believers of this dispensation should do
so. Now for our reasons; but, before we give them, we would
quote Isa. viii. 2o,—“To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light
in them,”-—and refer our readers to the noble conduct of the
Bereans of old, who searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so (Acts xvii. 11).

That a prayer may be suitable in one dispensation and yet
quite out of place in another, is a truth none will deny. For
instance, it was right of Elijah to pray for fire to consume his
enemies (2 Kings i. 9-16), but wrong of the disciples to manifest
the same desire, when the Samaritans refused to receive Christ
(Luke ix. 51:-56). It was right of Stephen to pray for his
enemies (Acts vii. 60), and it will be right again for those saints,
martyred after the taking away of the Church, to cry for
vengeance (Rev. vi. Io). For the same reason, the fact that
Christ taught His disciples a form of prayer before His death
and resurrection and the descent of the Holy Spirit, is not in
itself any absolute proof that He would wish His followers
still to use that form. . I

In john’s gospel, chapters xiii. to xvii.,_we find our Lord
teaching His disciples from a resurrection standpoint. In type
and by anticipation He has finished the work, and speaks and
teaches as the great High Priest. From this standpoint He
unfolds to them the work and office of the Holy Spirit, and their
position generally when He shall no more be with them in bodily
form. In this connection it is that He says (ch. xvi. 24), “Hitherto
ye have asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full.” Can words be plainer? Does He
 -~§ — I-nu-ll-u|—1 _ - - - -- - --_--':-' — ..

- 8
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not repeal His previous instructions as to the use of the form,
and for the future command all prayer to be in His name?
Hitherto they had not asked in the name of Christ. No. They
had used the words He gave them; but henceforth all prayer is
to be in His name. In perfect agreement with this is the state-
ment of Romans viii. 26-“ We know not what we should pray
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” If they had possessed
a form of prayer, it could not have been truly said, “We know
not what we should pray for as we ought.” The disciples could
not have have used such language before the Saviour’s death
and resurrection, for our Lord had Himself taught them what
to pray for. jude (verse 2o) speaks of praying in the Holy
Spirit, not according to a written form; and surely it is not
without significance that, though we get many prayers recorded
in the New Testament, there is no instance given of any one
using the words given by our Lord to His disciples. 5

But, it may be asked, are we to consider the prayer our Lord
gave as serving no personal present, and only given for the
benefit of a few for two or three years? God forbid; by no
means. No scripture is of any private interpretation (2 Peter
i. 20), Divinely given, it becomes a model of prayer for all time.
Never do we pray more in the Spirit than when “after this
manner.” While it met the special need of the disciples in the
lifetime of our Lord, and will, doubtless, again be suitable to
those who shall believe the “gospel of the kingdom,” in the
interval after the Church is gone, and before she reappears
with her Lord and Head, when He will set up His kingdom,
its spirit and teaching” remain for us in this period of grace.

What a contrast it is to what our prayers often are. Cold
and formal, we begin with our wants and needs, and little by
little get higher and higher, till our poor hearts are warmed up
to ask something for God and His glory. But how different
here. Three petitions concerning the glory of God before
there is any mention of our need. T/zy name, ‘Thy kingdom,
I/zy will, first; then our wants. It has been well remarked that
daily bread suffices for the one who has asked so much for
God. When the desire for God’s glory fills the soul, what
wonder if the desires for self fade and dwindle I

In this prayer we get seven petitions, each unfolding a
distinct relationship: of the saint, and in an ever-descending
order, thus :—
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Rule in t/ze Family, tlte C/euro/z, and t/ze World.

Title. Our Father, who art in heaven, - - Son.
Petition.

1. Hallowed be Thy Name, - - - Priest.
2. Thy kingdom come, - - - - Subject.

. Thy will be done, - - - - - Servant.
. Give us this day our daily bread, - - Dependent.
. Forgive us our debts, - - - - Needy.
. Lead us not into temptation, - - Weak.

7. Deliver us from the Evil One, - - - Sinful.
The words, “ For thine is the kingdom,” &c., are omitted in

the revised version, as they are not found in the earliest
manuscripts, and they certainly do not harmonise with the
order that we have now noticed in the seven petitions, namely,
God’s glory first, our need next. Each of these shortpetitions
is so full of teaching that we propose to consider them
separately, month by month, and we trust our meditations will
not be without profit and interest to our readers. Next month,
then, we will, with God’s help, consider the title or invocation
-—“ Our Father, who art in heaven.”

Ci!-R-II-Ln

Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.
NOTES IN A BIBLE CLASS. -

v.
RULE I-N THE WORLD.

OD gave Adam dominion “over all tlze eart/z” at the
 b first (Gen. i. 26-28). We know how he failed in the

l position God put him in. Sin entered; and, instead of
subjection to the will of God,

LAWLESSNESS CAME IN. i
The first instance of lawlessness after the fall was that of

Cain, who would not submit to the will of God, but in the
strength of an unsubdued, rebellious will, slew his brother Abel.
As jude tells us, there are those who have followed in the foot-
steps of Cain (verse 11). We see the spirit of lawlessness
developing itself in the descendants of Cain-. Lamech, who is
a solemn instance of it, said to his wives, “ I have slain a man
to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt” (Gen. iv. 23,
24). We see in those early chapters in Genesis how God
separated the light from the darkness. He separated the Seth
line from the Cain line. But we see in Gen. vi. how they join
together: they intermarry, and thus evil developes and deepens,
until it is recorded that “The earth was filled with violence,” and

 -_u—H |——I1 l lllll-I-ur 1-|__ l I 
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that “ All flesh had corrupted His way upon the earth ” (vi. 12).
Man was, as it were, left to himself at this time. We know the
awful result. God had to sweep him off the face of the earth
in judgment--“ The flood came and took them all away”
(Matt. xxiv. 39). This state of things shows that when man
is left to himself nothing but lawlessness and social disorder
are the sad result, and this poor world cannot be truly blest
unless it is divinely governed.

Genesis ix. 5 records the
INSTITUTION or CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

This was the Divine safeguard of the life of man. The beast that
was so rapacious and wild that it would fly at a man and tear
him to pieces, God said was to be slain; not on account of
any moral evil in the beast, but for the safety of man. It was
also appointed that the man that slew his -brother man was to
be put to death. After the flood,

GOD GAVE NOAH DOMINION ovER THE EARTH ;
but it was soon -seen that he was incapable of holding the reins
of government, for he could notcontrol his own desires, and
was therefore overcome by his lusts. It is recorded that
“He planted a vineyard, and he drank of the wine and was
drunken.” The one who cannot restrain his appetites is not fit
to rule for God. This principle runs through the Scripture,
that self-rule must precede the rule of others.

We read in chapter xi. of .
MAN’S ATTEMPTS TO BRING aeour UNITY.

He wants to exalt himself and make himself a name. He
says, “Let us make”; the very words God uses in Gen. i. in
connection with the creation of man, as if man had an equal
right with God to do what he pleased. We have in this a
manifestation of the pride of man. God had commanded
Noah and his sons to multiply and replenish the earth, but
they sought to do the opposite ; that was, to concentrate them-
selves. Thus we see the spirit of lawlessness manifesting
itself again. God frustrates their purpose by confounding their
language,so that they could, not understand one another’s
speech. Again’ we see that man, when left to himself, goes
contrary to the will of God, showing that what was needed to
control, restrain, and guide him was Divine government and rule.

THE CALL or ABRAHAM.
God calls a man out of this condition of things, and gives

him and his seed wonderful promises and blessings. Chap.

II
1
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Rule 2'12 the Family, the Church, and the World.

xii. gives the call of Abraham. Right on to the end of the
book of Revelation we have an account of the history of
Abraham’s seed and God’s dealings with them. The central
line of Scripture history is the people of Israel. Other things
just come in by the way in connection with the working out of
God’s purposes towards that people. God’s intention in con-
nection with Abraham and his seed was to show the principles
of Theoeraey, that is, the rale of God; whilst Democracy is the
rale of the people. At the beginning, God took His place
amongst Israel as their King. He set Moses, Aaron, joshua,
Samuel, and others over them, to carry out His will ; but He
was ruling, controlling, and disposing all things through them.

ISRAEL DESIRES A KING. ~
Towards the close of Samuel’s eventful life, failure set in. He

appointed his sons to judge Israel, but they did not follow in
the godly walk of their father. They turned aside after lucre,
took bribes, and perverted judgment. The people saw this,
and came to Samuel and said, “ Behold, thou art old, and thy
sons walk not in thy ways: now MAKE US A KING TO JUDGE US LIKE
ALL THE NATIONS.” Samuel was displeased at this, and went to
God about it, and God told him to let them have their desire,
for, He said, “They have not rejected thee, but they have
rejected Me, that I should not reign over them ” (I Sam. viii. 7)..
We have here an instance of failure on the part of Samuel.
Evidently he had no sanction from the Lord to appoint his
sons as judges over Israel. Samuel had put his sons in the
place of responsibility, as if grace was hereditary.

After this,
I SAUL was APPOINTED KING OVER ISRAEL.

Thus the people got their desire. We know how utterly he
failed to rule for God. The root of Saul’s failure was his want
of subjection t.0 ll-he Word of the Lord. Samuel said to him,
“Because thou hast rejected the Word of the Lord, God hath
also rejected thee from being king.” All rule, to be effectual
and a means of blessing, must be exercised in the fear of the
Lord, and in perfect subjection to His will. Saul went from
bad to worse, until he is found consultinga witch instead of
God. “Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. iii. 13). The one who
deceives is sure to be deceived. jacob is a solemn example
of this. He deceived his father Isaac and his brother Esau,
and was in turn deceived by Laban and his own sons.
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H “TO WHAT PURPOSE IS THIS WASTE?"
. (Matt. xxvi. 3.) '

 E have the authority of the Lord Jesus Himself for
saying that “that which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God ” (Luke

xvi. 15). But it is equally true that that which God accounts
most precious men esteem very lightly. It is not surprising
that it should be so, when we remember that the blessed Son
of God Himself, who was the “tender plant” in the eyes of
His Father, to the natural man was but a “root out of a dry
ground.” And it is not only the unsaved who thus misjudge
things. “ He that is spiritual judgeth (or discerneth) all
things” (r Cor. ii. 15); but, immediately after writing these
words, the apostle had to tell the Corinthian saints that he
could not write unto them “as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal” (chap. iii. I). For even saints may be in a carnal con-
dition; and when they are, they will judge things by much the
same standards as the world. Hence it was that disciples
could ask the question at the head of this paper, about that
which the Lord esteemed so precious, that He declared it should
be told out wherever the Gospel was preached.

We hear a good deal of outcry now-a-days about “ practical
religion.” In reality there is nothing so practical as the grace
of God, for it first brings us. salvation, and then teaches us
how to walk. But, in a great many cases this phrase,
“practical religion,” is just of a piece with the thought
of the disciples, when they set down as waste the woman’s
anointing the head of jesus with her very precious
ointment. There is a great tendency to measure the value
of everything by the question, “What good will it do?”
But, however excellent the object we may be aiming at,
this is altogether a false test. “This ointment might have
been sold for much and given to the poor,” said the disciples.
Now it is surely a good thing to care for the poor, and their
suggestion appeared to be a very practical one. But all we
do for the poor will never be a sweet savour to God, unless
the love of Christ be the constraining power.

“ What think ye of Christ? is the test
To try both our state and our plan,”

"\

we sometimes sing, and that is the very marrow of the whole
matter. There is nothing too costly, too precious in the sight
of God to be lavished upon His beloved Son. Once it pleased
the Lord to bruise Him ; but now, because He humbled Him-

i ' -— _:- —— .K¢—-
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self, God also hath highly exalted Him. “ The Father loveth
the Son, and hath given all things into His hands” (]ohn iii.
35); and we need to be inpfellowship with the heart of'God
before we can understand what is really practical, and what is
only waste. Some Christians are so zealous about the Gospel
that they cannot afford time for mutual edification, or even for
the keeping of Christ’s commandment,“ Do this in remembrance
of Me.” To such it does not seem practical to devote the
important hours of each yLord’s-day morning, to the break-
ing of bread. “Think how many might be reached with
the Gospel,” they will say to you. Or perhaps their
thought of what is practical includes the teaching of the
saints, and then they want their morning hour for that purpose.
To those disciples who rebuked the woman for wasting her
ointment on the Lord, instead of giving the cost of it to the
poor, jesus said, “Ye have the poor always with you, but Me
ye have not always.” Is there not a voice to us still in this?
When the disciples were gathered together on the day the
Lord rose from the dead, though the doors were locked, Iesus
stood in the midst of them. His promise remains for the two
or three gathered together unto His Name, “There am I in
the midst of them ” 5 and He still links together the Lord’s-
day and the Lord’s Table. To carnal reasoning it may be
waste for the disciples to come together eachqfirst day of the
week to break bread (Acts xx. 7); but the comment of the Holy
Spirit is recorded in r Cor. xi. 26, “For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s -death till
He come.” .

It was her heart’s love that the woman in Siniorfs house
poured out, as she emptied her ointment upon the head of the
Lord ; and who can tell how sweet that offering was to Him P
Not lesssweet to Him is love’s offering to-day. But now, as
then, the offering will only be understood by those who are
entering into the purpose of God, that in all things Christ
should have the pre-eminence. The moments can scarcely be
wasted which are given to that which will blessedlyoccupy
eternity. Love and worship will remain“. when our toil and
labour have come to an end. So the toil and labour are only
precious in the eyes of God, as they spring from love and form
part of our worship ; and if they do that, they will never be put
before Himself, nor lead us to think that we cannot afford to do a
thing because it will only be precious to Him, and Hothing more.
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M A R A N AT H A
(‘The Lord will Come).

are not intended to be waiting in daily expectation of
-- the Lord’s appearing, one of the most common is as

follows :-—~The Lord told Peter that he should live to be an old
man, and then should be put to death. It is plain, therefore,
that Peter could never have expected the Lord to come in his
lifetime ; nor could other believers, who knew of what the
Lord had said, expect His coming while Peter was still alive.
Up to this point we have not a word of objection to raise.
But now we are asked to go a step further, and it is argued
that if those disciples knew of something which prevented their
daily looking for the Lord’s coming, we cannot suppose that it
is intended that we should be in a different position. r Here
we believe an inference is being drawn, which the Scriptures do
not, in any way, warrant. We readily admit that the above-
quoted statement of the Lord’s, and one or two other matters
(such as the later revelation to Paul that he was shortly to die,
2 Tim. iv. 6), would have to be fulfilled before Christ’s coming
for His saints ; but these things were strictly limited to the life-
time of the apostles, and might receive their fulfilment at any
moment. They are wholly different from p1’_Op,h6Cl&S about
the gathering back of the Jews to Canaan, the development
and rise to power of the anti-Christ, his seven years treaty
with the jews, and other connected events, all of which it is
sought to put between us and the Lord’sappearing.

Before the apostle Paul had been shown that the timerof his
departure was at hand, he had been wont to join himself with
other living saints, and to say, “ We which are alive, and remain
unto the coming of the Lord” (1 Thess. iv. 15). These words
were not used as implying that either he, or any of those to
whom he wrote, would certainly remain to the Lord’s coming ;
but they clearly show that he considered it to be the fitting
expectation" of the believer, unless some special personal
revelation were given him to the contrary. It is urged that
faith can over-leap all the intervening events, and so enter
into fellowship with that which Christ is looking forwardto,
that it may truly look for His coming, though death and many
other things mugt, of necessity, happen first; but in this passage
there is no question of what faith can wait for. It is, “We
which are alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord,” and

 \/IONG the arguments brought forward to prove that we
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Maraaatka.

refers to our being still in the body on earth when He comes.
This passage is of immense weight in seeking to know the
mind of God as to this matter. There are many scriptures
about which we may not be sure where they come in, or to
whom they apply ; but there can be no question of the kind
here. The apostle speaks as one with the Thessalonian con-
verts, and says, “We which are alive, and remain,” and it is
impossible to interpret his words in any but their natural and
obvious sense. t t

Moreover, the very statement of our Lord to Peter was
accompanied by an important word about john, which must
not be overlooked (see john xxi. 21-23). The incidents of
]ohn xx. and xxi. are illustrations of all that concerns Himself
and His disciples in this dispensation. Accordingly he makes
Peter and ]ohn to serve as examples of those who sleep and
those who are alive at His coming. He does not say that
]ohn sfzall remain, though the saying went abroad that john
should not die; but He does say that John mfg/at remain.
There were no prophecies in the way; and, while the Spirit
calls our attention to the fact that the Lord did not say, “ He
shall not die,” this only makes more marked the words that
showed that he might remain. As a matter of fact, John
outlived all the other apostles. As long as the apostles were
on the earth the book of the Scriptures was not completed.
God was still speaking directly through them, and, if the
presence of Peter on the earth stood, in any sense, between
the saints and the coming of Christ, that was largely made up
to them by the communications from God Himself, of which
the apostles were the messengers. But Peter dies, and Paul
dies, and there is nothing now waiting to be fulfilled. john
remains, the man who was the representative of those who
should be alive at the Lord’s coming; and, for the last time,
the Lord reveals Himself to His aged servant, and gives him
the wonderful book that stands at the end of our Bibles. And
His own last word at the end of that book is, “ Surely I come
quickly. Amen.” ]ohn may pass away now. That last word
shall be a better token to the Church than even the presence
the man of whom the Lord had said, “If I will that he
tarry till I come.” There is nothing left now to postpone His
coming by a single hour; so, whether the time be long or short,
as man reckons it, that precious word remains? with us, and
claims from ‘us the never-ceasing answer, “Even so, come,
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“ H0/dz'1zg Fem‘ I/ze Fail/zful Word.”

Lord jesus.” How unspeakably sweet to be assured that God
has put nothing between that last word of our blessed Lord,
and the shout that shall call us all up into His presence to be
with Him for ever.

,,, 4

“HOLDING FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD”
' (Titus I. 9).

T cannot be doubted by any spiritually-minded person,
 that laxity in the things of God is a prominent char-
---" acteristic of the religious teaching of the present day.

It is quite a common thing to hear beloved saints of God
speaking of truth as essential and not essential ; inferring from
this mode of speech that God only intended His people to
attach importance to the fundamental truth of justification by
faith, and that all other revealed truths were to serve for no
other purpose than to separate Christians, and to be as so
many bones of contention for sects and parties to wrangle
over. Is it not, beloved fellow-saints, the fact that the
elementary "truths of separation from the world (civil or
religious), the baptism of believers, the breaking of bread,
and the coming of the Lord for His saints, are by tacit
consent forbidden subjects for discussion at many meetings
of believers? Seeing that it is indeed so, surely it is the
solemn duty of every God-fearing one to bring this state of
things to the test of the unerring and infallible Word of God,
by which alone such weighty matters can be determined. In
the epistle to Timothy, the apostle Paul, after again and again
exhorting his own son in the faith to be valiant for the truth,
goes on to say—“ iC0m'z'n“ue t/zoziin the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. ALL SCRIPTURE is
giver: by z'n.spz'ratz'e.e try’ God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works” (2 Tim. "iii. 14-17). “I e/zarge 2'/see before
God and t/ze Lord fesus C/mist‘ . . . . preach the Word
. . . . reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and
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“I-IoZdz'ug' Fast t/ze Fair‘/zfzzf ll"’0rd.” I

doetrirze. Far 2‘/ze time will eeme wizerz 1'/zey 20271 not endure
sezmd deemiee . . . . BUT WATCH THOU 11v art. THINGS ”
(Ch. iv. 1-5). “I own THEE cannon IN THE sronr or Goo
. . . . AND Cnnrsr Jesus . . . . that thou keep this cem-
mandmerz! rm’!/zeut spot, unrebukeable, UNTIL THE APPEARING
or OUR Lortn Jnsus CHRIST” (1 Tim. vi. 1:3, 14). “The
things which thou hast heard of me . . . . the same com-
mit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also” (2 Tim. ii. 2). Similar exhortations were given to
Titus-—“Speak thou the things which become sozmei riectrzkze
. . . . in all things showing thyself a pattern of good works,
in deetrhze s/zevvirzg urzeorruptrzess ” (Titus ii. 1-7). These
few, out of many other such scriptures, and prefaced by
such solemnadjurations as in the three charges to Timothy,
prove beyond a doubt the deep significance attached by the
Lord to the maintenance of the integrity of His Word from
the time He spoke, and right on to the end; and taken in
connection with the closing words” of the book of Revelation
(Rev. xxii. 18, 19), in which such terrible judgments are
pronounced on those who add to or take from that Word,
one (might fairly be excused for speaking or writing strongly
on such a subject. Is he a “faithful man ” who would keep
in the back-ground what they all-wise God declares to be
profitable? What would be thought of a soldier--or aservant
who only obeyed those orders which he considered to be
essential? Are we not, dear fellow-saints, both soldiers and
bond-servants of our Lord Jesus Christ? Yes, we are ; and
if we do indeed love our Lord and Master, let us show our
love by keeping. His commandments; not determining for
ourselves which are of primary and which of secondary im-
portance, but holding fast the whole Word, unadulterated and
intact, willing at least to do whatever He bids us, though there
may be failure in carrying it out. Let us then, fellow‘-servants
and soldiers, whom God in these dark days has “set upon
the walls of Jerusalem,” hold not our peace day nor night,
“but in season and out of season,” with all my boldness
and determination, yet with meekness, lowliness, and love,
“STRIVE TOGETHER in one spirit and with one mind for
the faith of the Gospel,” and “earnestly contend for 2‘/ze

fsuitiz once for all delivered to the saints.”
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“REST IN THE LORD."
(Ps. xxxvii. 7.)

MY Saviour, I am weary, let Thine arm A"
Support my droopinghead, and let me rest
Close folded to Thy tender, loving breast ; *
With Thy right hand embracing me. No harm t
Can reach; me there—-the thoughts and cares -of life
Are hushed, and calmly in the secret place
Of God, most High, and in His blest embrace
I rest, and lose all sense of earthly strife ;
While o’er my wearied spirit steals the calm t
Of God’s own presence.

O the peace and rest;
The perfect peace Thou givest, and the blest
Assurance of Thy love. The Almighty’s arm
Keeps me from every ill.

Lord, let me learn
The fulness of Thy love-—the height and depth
Of Thy exceeding love-the length and breadth
Of love, which, oft forgotten, will not turn
One of Thy erring children from Thy side ;
But evermore will draw them close to Thee,
And whisper to them, “O, abide in Me ;. i
“ My love is changeless, and for thee I died”;
And can I doubt such love as this, my Lord,
Or for one moment from Thy side depart?
O, keep me near Thee, write upon my heart
Thine everlasting love ; guide me, O Lord, t
Into Thy truth. I

v And if my heart should fail
In following after Thee, because of cares
Which throng my daily life, and the affairs
I may not disregard ; do Thou prevail,
And draw me by Thy love to follow Thee t
More closely. Ever keep my hand in Thine,
On each step of the way let Thy love shine ;
Be Thou, O Lord, both Sun and Shield to me.

]. P.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER.
11.

“Our Father who art in heaven.”
1iI|\-in-_|-pi-Q

UR Father! Yes, this is how the Lord taught His
disciples to address their God in prayer. The very

’ {E-" title is an encouragement to pray. Who so free to ask
as a child? Who so ready to give as pa father? One has
well asked, “ What more sad than to kneel and say ‘ Our
Father,’ and then get up and live an orphaned life?” .Our
Father l-—how slow we are to take in the glorious blessedness
which these words tell out. In the garden, hard by the
sepulchre, on that resurrection morning, what was the first
message which the risen Lord sent to His loved ones by Mary?
“I ascend, unto My Father and your Father.” These words
suggest: RELATIONSHIP--—PRIVILEGE--RESPONSIBILITY.

RELATIONSHIP.-——F01' we read in Gal. iv. 6, “ Because ye are
rem", God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” And again, “Ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption (or sonship), whereby ye cry,
Abba, Father” (Rom. viii. 15). Abba is the Hebrew word for
Father, and the joining it together with the Greek word makes it
the more emphatic; while the use of two languages shows
forth the union of ]ew and Gentile in a common sonship.
This relationship is not by natural birth, for we are “ by nature
the children of _ wrath, even as others” (Eph. ii. 3). The
Lord’s solemn testimony to the jews remains true of every
natural man—-“Ye are of your father the devil” (Iohn viii. 44).
Hence the need of the birth from above. Gal. iii. 26---“Ye
are all the children of God by faith in Christ ]esus ”—-explains
how a child of wrath becomes a child of God. Every other
process, then, that claims to transform a child of Adam to a
child of God is but a sham, and its dupes are counterfeits.
This relationship is a reality, not a figure of speech. “Beloved,
now are we the children of God” (1 John iii. 2, R.V.)

PR1v1LEoE.-—That is the blessing that flows out of this
wondrous relationship. This is a theme which we may com-
mence on earth, but an eternity will be required to reveal its
fulness. “ Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the Children Of
God ”~(1 john iii. 1, R.V.) Love, Divine love, is told out by
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T/zed Lord’s Prayer.

this blessed word, Father. “The Father Himself, loveth you ”
(John xvi. 27). As we know this love we are boldto ask, and
then we know the Father as the Giver. “ If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more
shall your Father who is in heaven give good things to them that
ask Him!” (Matt. vii. 11.) “ Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh-down from the Father of lights ”
(James i. 17). We also learn our Father’s care-“Your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of ” (Matt. vi. 8). “It is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom ” (Luke
xii. 32). “ It is not the will of your Father who is in heaven,
that one of these little ones should perish” (Matt. xviii. 14).
“ This is the Father’s will, which hath sent Me, that of aZZ
which He hath given Me I should lose nothing’? (John vi. 39).
“Now Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, er/an our
Father w/:0 /zaz‘/z loved us, . . . comfort your hearts ”
(2 Thess. ii. 16, 17).

RESPONSIBILITY.—.~Th€ Lord Jesus came forth from the
Father to reveal Him, and so perfectly did His walk and ways
manifest the Father, that He could say, “He that hath seen
Me hath seen the Father ” (John xiv. 7 and 9). So the Lord
would have us, in our measure, act as the children of our
Father who is in heaven (Matt. v. 9 and 43-48). Not only
should we in our actions towards others rightly represent Him,
as the sons of God down here, but our Father seeks from us
worship and obedience. W0rs/zz}>,- for now is the hour of
spiritual worship, when those who worship must worship in
spirit and in truth, and the Father seeketh such to worship Him
(John iv. 2 3). Shall He seek in vain? The Son of Man
seeketh the lost, but the Father seeketh worshippers. “When
ye pray, say, Our Father” (Luke xi. 2). “For through Him
(Christ) we both (Jew and Gentile) have access by one Spirit
unto the Father” (Eph. ii. 18). " “For this cause I bow my
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. iii. 14);
“Giving thanks unto the Father ” (Col. i. I2). O5edierzce_,- for
our walk down here may be such as to be well-pleasing unto
Him, so that He can look upon (us withgthe love of com-
placency, as the Lord tells out in John xiv. 21-2,3. “When you
are a naughty boy,’f" said a father once to his son, “ I love you
with a love that rnakesme sad; but when you are good, with a
love that makes me glad.” a May our conduct never need the
rebuke contained in the question, “ If then I be a Father,
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where is My honour?” (Mal. i. 6) ; but rather, like John of
old, may we be able to say, “ Truly our fellowship is with the
Father,” and so shall our joy be full (1 John i. 3, 4). ~

One more thought. As children we need our Father’s
forgiveness when we sin. God, judicially, or as a judge, has
dealt with our sins once for all at the Cross; but, as chil-
dren, we can only have fellowship with our Father as our
known sin is confessed and put away. Hence we read, “ If
any man sin, we (children) have an Advocate with the Father ”
(1 John ii. 1). And, therefore, the injunction, “When ye
stand praying, forgive," if ye have ought against any” with
the added warning, “ If ye do not forgive, neither will your
Father who is in heaven forgive your trespasses” (Mark xi.
24-26).

There cannot be real fellowship with the Father when sin
has been allowed to cloud the conscience; but, blessed be
God, the whisper of confession brings immediately the kiss of
forgiveness. “ Like as a Father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him ” (Ps. ciii. 13).

Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.,
Norms IN A BIBLE CLASS.

VI.

DAVID
AS soon after anointed king over Israel. It was

 said of him, in contrast to Saul, that he was a man
U according to God’s own heart (I Sam. xiii. 14, Acts
xiii. 22). The world cannot understand how David could
be a man according to God’s own heart, and yet commit
such terrible sins as are recorded against him. David was
a man that loved and reverenced the Word of God. When
he departed from the Lord, the Word led him to return
to Him again. That gives its character to the life of David.
Also, he did not commit idolatry; he was true to Jehovah and
His appointed worship. Turn to 2 Sam. xxiii. 3-5--“ He that
ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of the Lord.
And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun
riseth, even a morning without clouds. . . . Although my
house be not so with (God ; yet; He hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this
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is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it not
to grow.” David knew that he was not the. man that was to
be to this earth as a morning without clouds. That pointed
forward to God’s anointed King, the Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom David was only a type: the one who, as Sou or MAN, is
to have universal dominion. Adam, Noah, Saul, and David
failed in their rule for God. Solomon came next upon the
scene. He had a nearer approach to universal dominion than
any of those exercising authority for God who preceded him.
God gave him special wisdom and grace for the dignified and
responsible position that He had called him to. The period
of ‘his reign was just like a little glimmer of sunshine on an
April day. The glory of that kingdom was grand, but brief,
and it closed in darkness.

Rehoboam succeeded his father. He was not permitted to
reign over all Israel. Rebellion broke out, and the ten tribes
revolted from Judah. Then Israel ceased to be the dominant
power. We knowthe sad story of Israe1’s apostasy from
Jehovah 3 how they went into idolatry, and as the result of this
were carried away captive into Assyria _; and none but God
knows where they are. Judah also followed their idolatrous
ways, and God permitted Nebuchadnezzar to carry them away
captive into Babylon, and to take possession of their land, city,
and temple, and to lay them waste. Thus the Word of the
Lord was fulfilled.

“'rH1~; '1‘1:u1¢:s OF THE oEN'1‘1LEs.”
In Daniel ii. 37, we read these words--“Thou, O king, art

a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.” Adam, Noah,
and Israel had failed to carry out the will of Jehovah in
connection with rule and dominion on the earth, and He
raises up Nebuchadnezzar, and gives him universal dominion.
What does he do? He uses it all to glorify himself. There-
fore God takes away his reason, and he is driven from his
throne to dwell with the beasts of the field, in order to teach
him that “The MOST HIGH ruleth in the kingdom of men,
and giveth it to whomsoever He will.” Thus,Nebuchadnezzar
failed to exercise-rule ; the sceptre falls from his hands into
the dust; he is not fit to wield it for God. s

Turn to Daniel vii. I 3——“-I saw in the night visions, and,
behold, One like unto the Son or MAN came with the clouds of
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heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
Him near before Him. And there was given Him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom. . .
shall not be destroyed.” This is the One of whom David
spoke in 2 Sam. xxiii. 3-5, already referred to ; the One who
will rule “ in the fear of the Lord,” and who will be like a
morning without clouds to this poor earth. This One. is
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ: He who shall reign
according to the mind of God. From the time that Judah
was put in subjection to Nebuchadnezzar till Christ shall
reign is called by the Lord Jesus, “ The T:'me.r Qf the G'em‘zYe.$‘.”
During that time the seed of Abraham will be scattered and
trodden down. I . _

Mark the difference between the vision given to Nebuchad-
nezzar (Dan. ii.) and the one given to Daniel in chap. vii.
In the vision given to the King of Babylon we have an image
with its head of pure gold; the breasts and arms of silver;
the belly and thighs of brass; and the legs of iron. All this
represents the glory and strength of this world’s governmental
power. This poor world, deceived by Satan, as it looks at
the grandeur and strength of the empires and kingdoms of
the world, wonders and admires them. But mark the con-
trast in the vision given to the spiritual man. In his vision
the same world’s powers are represented as ravenous beasts ;
dreadful, terrible, and exceeding strong; one of them having
great iron teeth, which brake in pieces, and trampled the
others with its feet. The fourth beast, I believe, represents
the Roman power, which, in fellowship with the Jews, put the
Lord Jesus Christ to death. When He comes again, it will
not be in humiliation and weakness as at the first, but in
great power and glory to execute judgment upon His enemies.
What a difference there is between God’s thoughts and man’s
thoughts _; between the thoughts of the carnal and the spiritual
man, as they look at the world’s governments. If that is
their character, the question may arise in our minds, What is
our relationship to them? You may say, “ Is that the kind of
government that I arn to be subject to?” We say, “Yes.”
Rom. xiii. r-7 shows that we are to be subject to the higher
powers, because they are ordained of God. “Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God.
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THE PREPARATIONS OF THE HEART.
Q 5.-.,,_[ OST of us have noticed what is said about Ezra when

he was about to go up from Babylon to jerusalem.
-- “ For Ezra had PREPARED HIS HEART to seek the law

of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and
judgments ” (Ezra vii. Io). This is God’s order, and it is the
only right order. If we begin to act before we have sought
the law of the Lord; if we try to teach others what we are
not putting in practice ourselves; in either case there can be
nothing but failure as the result. But more than this, our
seeking the law of the Lord will lead to no profit, unless there
has been first of all a real preparation of heart. We were
talking recently with a brother who was desirous of being
guided rightly in a path of service he believed the Lord to
have opened to him. “Ah!” he said, “I find I do not so
much need to pray to God to give me light, as to ask Him
to make me willing to walk according to the light He gives.”
Again and again We have experienced the same thing, and
we are very sure, accordingly, that this heart preparation
needs to go before the seekz'1z_g' of the law even, if our seeking
is to end in z2’0z'¢2g the will of God, and tear/zzwrg the same to
others. ‘The revised version of Prov. xvi. r reads—~“ The
preparations of the heart belong to man 5 but the answer of
the tongue is from the Lord ”—and this translation is con-
firmed by all scholars. How beautifully this agrees with
Prov. xxii. 17, 18--“Bow down thine ear, and hear the words
of the wise, and apply thine heart unto My knowledge. For
it is a pleasantthing if thou keep them within thee ; they shall
withal be fitted in thy lips.” This is where real ministry in
the power Of the Holy Spirit comes from, whether it be in
preaching to multitudes, or in the humblest word by the
way to a passing stranger. There is much preparation of
sermons and addresses, but tar too little of this preparation
of heart. How pleasant and how profitable it is when words
that have been kept within our hearts are fitted to {our lips at
the right moment. They are indeed “a word in season to
him that is weary,’? such as ever came from the lips of the
Lord’s perfect servant, who began each morning with an
opened ear (see Isa. l. 4). T

~§"€'.'.
-ill-I-r"

x.-

TRIBULATION cannot separate you from the love of God
which is in Christ jesus our Lord; but the love of God will
in the end separate you from tribulation, bring you out of it,
andrgive you fulness of joy. p
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SPIRITUALISM. I
 E feel constrained to speak a warning word about this

awful device of the wicked one. It is nothing new,
but it has had an extraordinary revival during the

past thirty years, and now boasts of having 5o million adherents.
Whether this boast be true or not, we cannot say ; but there is
no sort of doubt it is spreading on every side ; and that wher-‘
ever it gets a footing, it plunges its followers into the deepest,
darkest midnight of unbelief, and hardens them to the most
daring blasphemy.

We find that many believers regard the whole thing as either
childish nonsense about moving and rapping tables, or else the
trickery of conjurers who play upon people’s credulity. There
is no doubt that the devil intended that it- should be so
regarded. When this latter-day revival of an ancient abomi-
nation was brought in, it was presented to people’s mind as a
subject of curious speculation. Was it animal magnetism or
electricity by which movements and sounds were produced?
Was it the unconscious action of the sitters round the tables P
Was it a trick which some of the sitters were playing upon
others? Or was it, perhaps, really the work of some unseen
power? Thousands of people who would have had nothing
to say to it, if they had believed the last suggestion, have begun
to examine into the subject out of mere curiosity, and have
been led on, little by little, till they fell wholly under the power
of the Satanic delusion. Not only so, vast numbers of Christians,
who would earnestly have warned their fellow-believers, as well
as the unsaved, to have nothing to do with its hellish wicked-
ness, had they but understood its true character, have remained
indifferent, because they imagined it was all frivolous nonsense
and not worth consideration. In this way Spiritualism, so
called, has gained a footing, and once fairly established, its
author has not failed to use his advantage. In face of the
rapid strides it is making, we feel called upon to speak out
plainly for the warning of our readers, and, through them, of
all they may be able to reach.

Spiritualism is not merely a display of remarkable manifest-
ations. It is an organised system of religion, which, in every
feature proclaims that it is born of the father of lies. In the
town where we write, while it has public “ seances ” and places
ofworship, these are but the smallest part of its machinery. By
cottage meetings, by ceaseless visitation from house to house, and
especially by its promises of help and restoration to sick persons,
its devil-driven servants are pushing it in every direction.
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_ Spiritualism.
It has now several regular weekly and monthly journals, and

a very casual examination of any of these will show that there
is a continual setting forth of a religious system entirely opposed
to the Scriptures. To begin with, its constant claim is that it
can ofi'er far better foundation for faith than the Bible can ; for,
while the Bible professes to speak from One with whom you
have never had anything to do, Spiritualism will put you into
direct communication with those who have passed into the
unseen world, and who can tell you from personal knowledge
all about it. Again, they are never tired of declaring that the
Bible doctrine of atonement, of an Innocent One suffering for
the sins of the guilty, is immoral and unjust and a wicked
delusion. The following resolution, passed at a Spiritualist
convention, at Bradford, in 1884, will sufficiently sum up their
general teaching. “We do regret and condemn the practice
of Spiritualists sending their children to be instructed at
the various religious denominations, in the teaching of a
vicarious atonement; or salvation by faith and not by works ;
an angry God, a personal devil, and a burning hell; all of which
are contrary to the teachings of Spiritualism, and are pernicious
in their effects on the recipient’s moral nature, because they
blunt the perceptions of right and wrong, and dwarf the soul’s
holiest aspirations.” Again, they deny the fall and sinfulness
of man, teaching that error is only undeveloped good; and
they further declare that man must be his own saviour, and
will presently be his own judge and weighed in his own scales.
We do not need to quote Scripture to show the wholesale false-
hood and iniquity of all this. We are writing for God’s children,
who will shrink with horror from its awful ungodliness. But
we want to warn all such of the rapid progress this frightful
system is making. For one convert that ordinary Unitarianism
or avowed infidelity is making to the above views, Spiritualism is
making scores, even women and girls speedily becoming fluent
expounders of such blasphemies. It is the devil’s counterfeit of
the work of the Holy Spirit ; and by it, he is persuading multi-
tudes to reject the Spirit’s testimony about God’s Christ, and
to accept instead this other witness to all his own lying delusions.

We have sought this month briefly to declare the teachings
of this system. Next month, if the Lord will, we propose to
show, from the Word of God, the falsity of its pretensions to
communicate with the spirits of the departed, and to prove
that the power that works in mediums and others is that of
unclean spirits or demons. A
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M A R A N AT H A (The Lord--will come).
. III.

=._,- NOTHER argument usedto provethat the Lord jesus
cannot come back just yet, is as follows 1-It says in
1 Cor. xv. 51, 52, “Behold, I show you a mystery;

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.“ s Now
if we are only to be caught up at the last trump, it follows that
all other trumpet calls must be past before that time comes.
But in chapters viii. to xi. of the Revelation we get seven
trumpets, sounded by seven angels, and it is certain that the
events of those chapters have not yet taken place. .Is it not
plain, then, that the Zara‘ trump must be either the seventh there
spoken of, or one that comes after the whole of them, and that
all that is contained in those chapters must take place before
the Lord can come?

It strikes us that_a very little reflection will show that this
argument, which sounds very plausible, perhaps, at first, has
really no weight at all in it. The Apostle Paul wrote his first
epistle to the Corinthians more than thirty years before the
visions of the book of the Revelation were given to john. No
one at that time had heard anything about the seals and
trumpets and vials of that book; __ Now, consider what it is that
we are asked to believe. The Corinthian saints were being
grievously led astray on the important foundation truth of the
resurrection, and in this fifteenth chapter the apostle is setting
them right. Is it to be supposed, for a moment, that he could
refer to the symbols of a book that would not be heard of till
most of the people he was writing to had left the earth P How
could they possibly understand such a reference? In the
previous chapter he had written, “For if the trumpet give an
uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? (verse
8). It might as well be argued that that meant one of ,the
other seven trumpets of the Revelation. All such references
must be to things that the Corinthian Church would be able to
understand. Otherwise there would be no “distinction in the
sounds,” and how should they know what was meant? (see
1 Cor. xiv. 7). These verses of chapter xiv. will help us to
catch the thought. In warfare the orders of the commanding
officer are conveyed by means of trumpet sounds, or bugle. call,
as it is commonly named, and all through the din of the
conflict they are heard and obeyed. When.the day’s arduous
work is ended, the last trump is that which calls the weary
soldiers to their repose. If, afterwards, the general desires to
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speak some words of encouragement and praise to his men for
the part they had taken in the fight, it is not by trumpet notes,
but face to face and with his own, voice that he addresses
them. ]ust so with the Lord. The precious scriptures and
the Spirit-taught ministry of His Word are the trumpet sounds
by which He directs and encourages us all through the time of
conflict down here. But presently the blessed moment,
blessed to Him as well as to us, shall come, when He will
summon us up to His presence. It will be the last time that
He will need to speak by trumpet call, for after that we shall
be foriever with Him. We shall see His face, we shall hear
His voice, and we shall go no more out; so the trumpet sound
shall be exchanged for the far better face to face.

It. reminds us of the silver trumpets of Numbers x. If the
children of Israel were to be called together in solemn
assembly, if they were to prepare for the march, if they were to
be warned of impending danger, the well-defined notes of the
silver trumpets were heard all through the camp, making known
to every man the will of jehovah. Silver was the well-known
type of redemption or atonement; and the use of the silver
trumpets for conveying all th__e instructions of the Lord to His
people, reminds us that God always deals with use on the ground
of redeeming grace, making that the foundation of every
exhortation and commandment. And what a mighty witness
to the power of redeeming grace that last trumpet call will be.
The sleeping ones shall be raised and the living ones changed
in one moment, when “the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trump of God” (1 Thes. iv. 16). Whatever faltering there
may have been in our obedience to many an earlier command,
there will be none then. Whoever may have been absent
from the assembly of His saints before, not one will be missing
that day. “ We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”

How simply and beautifully everything fits into its place.
The angel trumpets that announce the coming woes,on the
world have no part in all this, and do not in any way make
that-blessed summons for which we wait anything else than the
LAST TRUMP to the Lord"s waiting ones. May the thought of
that last trugnp, and all the untold joy it shall bring to us, make
us daily more watchful for every note that comes from the
same blessed source. The ear and heart that are truly waiting
and longing for the last trump, will surely not fail to catch each
previous word of command, of warning and of encouragement.
_ "' "'“_'_ -- --- -- -- - -_--- W l W ' " _ ' ' --—__ ____-_ ;_-_ --— __————- - _ __ 
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A REFUGE IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE.
-|1p—|Il—-in-i|—|

“Jesus Himself drew near and went with them, but their eyes were
holden that they should not know Him.”

 n

THOU also, toiling on through life, art sad,
Thy soul is oft cast down, the way is drear;
But now, O weary one, be glad, be glad,

Jesus Himself draws near.

He walketh with thee till the close of day,
And though unseen He never leaveth thee ;
Turn to Him when the night draws near, and say,

O Lord, abide with me.
X.

What though thine eyes are holden, He has said,
Lo, I am with thee, even to the end ;
The One who for these many years has led,

Is thine Almighty Friend.

And will He now forsake thee? will He turn
And let thee walk alone life’s pathway drear?
Ah, no! His tender love and grace now learn,

jesus Himself draws near.

Draws near to thee, so near that His dear arm
Encircles thee, and will not let thee fall ;
So near that naught of terror or of harm

Can ever thee befall. =

So near to thee, O weak and wavering one,
That He can make thy very weakness strong ;
Then trust Him wholly till life’s day is done,

~ So shall it not seem long.

Thus trusting Him, thy spirit shall be blest,
And in thy heart shall be no room for fear;
Until He brings thee to His promised rest,

He will be ever near.

 _ —" 1- I -III. _||-I-I --- —_|__ --~__|pd g@m¢i|ip|n& 
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“SO HE GIVETH HIS BELOVED SLEEP ”
(Ps. cxxvii. 2).

\HE margin of the Revised Version gives us the exact
 meaning when it says, “In sleep.” The thought is
-- not that God gives sleep to His beloved ones, but that

He bestows His gifts upon His beloved ones even while they
are sleeping. God has given the day for work, and the night
for rest. If the farmer does not use the day-time for ploughing
and sowing, and all the other operations of husbandry, he
need not expect a harvest. But, on the other hand, God’s
gifts do not cease when the farmer takes his needed rest. The
rainfall and the dew by night, as well as the brightest sunshine
by day, are among God’s gifts; and, whether we wake or
sleep, the corn is growing in the field. But this is true in
spiritual things as well as in natural. The work, the husbandry,
is His, not ours. He uses us in it, because He delights to
associate us with Himself in what He does. We may well be
diligent, therefore, in all that He entrusts to us; but we do
not need to be anxious and care-worn, or to suppose that the
Lord cannot afford to let us rest, lest the work should stand
still. The Lord builds the house; the Lord keeps the city.
Has He called us to labour at the building of His house?
Has ,He given us a charge concerning His ]erusalem? Then
let us seek grace to show how highly we value the privilege.
But whatever the urgency of the claims of the Gospel, or
however the needs of His Church may press upon us, the
moments are not wasted when He ealls us apart to Himself to
rest, for He giveth to His beloved even when they are sleeping.

ii,____;__. _..._... _..._ .- - —-— --— - L_ 

OUR enemy watches us closely; he challenges and desires to
have us that he may sift us as wheat—he knows he can easily
shake us if we are left to ourselves ; but we have a Shepherd,
a Keeper, who never slumbers nor sleeps.

,_ EvEN the bread Wl'11Cl'1 we eat, without the influence of our
Father’s promise and blessing, would no more support us than
a stone ; but His blessing makes everything good--gives a
tenfold value to our comforts, and greatly diminishes the
weight of every cross.

ONE great cause for our frequent conflicts is that we have a
secret desire to be rich, and it is the Lord’s ldesignto make us
poor ; we want to gain an ability of doing something, and He
suits His dispensations to convince us that we can do nothing;
we want a stock in ourselves, and He would have us absolutely
dependent upon Him. ~ s
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THE LORD’S PRAYER.
III.
 

“Hallowed be Thy Name.”

, IHIS is the first petition. IVell may it stand in the
y forefront of the prayer; for if our chief desire is for the
(“-- glory of"God’s name, everything else will fall into its
right place. God’s name tells out His character and His
relationship to His people. Thus, in Genesis, before man
was created, we simply read “ Goa’ created”; but as soon as man
appears on the scene, we read of the Lord God. The Lord
God implies ownership, and tells out that the Creator claims
obedience from the man whom He has made. ‘But not only
this, for ownership speaks of two things--responsibility as well
as claim. The Lord God not only claims obedience from man
but He also provides for man’s every need. The garden with
its delights, and presently the woman given, testify of His
care, as the tree of knowledge ‘of good and evil tell of His
authority. Before long man utterly failed in his obedience,
and we know the sad story of his ruin. But in his helpless-
ness and shame, it is the Lord God who seeks him out and tells
of a salvation of His own providing ; while, as an earnest,
He clothes the man and the woman with garments of skins.

Years roll on. Man as a whole has turned his back upon
the Lord ; God, therefore, chooses out one man from the mass
to walk with Him and be a witness for Him. The God of
glory appears to Abraham, the idol worshipper, in Mesopotamia,
and calls him out to walk in a path of separation. He is to
leave his kindred, his home, his country, for a land he knows
not. To energise his faith for this, God reveals Himself by a
new name,“ The Almighty God ” (Exodus vi. 3, Genesis xvii. 1).
Nothing so strongly characterises the life of Abraham as his
simple faith that God was able to perform, even as He had
promised. Romans iv. 21 and Hebrews xi. I9 are two New
Testament scriptures which bring out this prominent feature
of Abraham’s walk. v

Again another interval of some four hundred years. God’s
earthly people, Abraham’s seed, are in cruel bondage. Egypt’s
taskmasters afflict them, and their cry goes up to heaven.
Has God forgotten His promise to Abraham? Has He turned
His back upon His people? Has He forgotten to be gracious?
Ah, no. “I have seen, I have seen the affliction of My people,
and am come down to deliver them ” He says (Acts vii. 34).

3
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T/ze L0rd’s Prayer.

Yet not at once is this deliverance to come. God for His own
wise purposes deals first with Pharaoh, and then, only when
Pharaoh is finally hardened, will He with a stretched-out arm
and great judgments deliver His suffering people. To
encourage them to wait for this final moment, God makes
Himself known by a new name—]ehovah (Exodusvi. 3).
The meaning of which is, the One who is, and who was, and
who is to come. The truth this name reveals is most beauti-
fully applied to our Lord ]esus in Hebrews A xiii. 8, where we
are told He is “the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.”
This name declares God to be the Unchangeable, and there-
fore, the promise-keeping God. How precious this is. There
is nothing in Israel to call forth God’s compassion, but the
certainty of their deliverance is in the character of God himself.
They failed. He cannot fail. The prophet Ezekiel reminds
them that they had defiled themselves with the idols of Egypt
(Ezekiel xx. 6, 7). But, though their departure was so great,
yet God makes Himself known as “ ]ehovah,”—the One who
renjlains the same-—

“ We change—He changes not;
" ,_ He ne’er forgets, tho’ oft forgot.”

The last of their prophets gives the same testimony,
Malachi iii. 6, “For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore
ye sons of ]acob are not consumed.”

Thus far we have seen how God’s name has answered to
man’s need. With truer knowledge of man’s needs and ruin
come corresponding manifestations of God’s purposes of grace
in the fuller telling out of His name. When sin abounded,
grace did much more abound. The lowest depth of man’s fall
from God is seen in the murder of the Son of His love. And,
as we saw in our last paper, it is consequent upon the rejection
of that blessed One that the Spirit has come down to teach us
the name of Father. I

Do you wonder, if it cost so much to teach us this precious
name, that the first petition is “Hallowed be Thy Name “P
When is the prayer answered? Not when we think of the
name as something high and afar off. Not when we wrap it
round with awe, and think of it as only for those who are
much holier than ourselves. Ah, no! but when we encircle
it around with tender love.

The school-boy has to bear with many an unkind taunt and
jest. His manners his clothes, &c., may give occasion for joke;1'
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Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.

but there is one subject you may not speak of. He bears
much, but will not brook to hear strangers speak of his mother.
No ; he hallows her name too much for that. Somay we, with
greater love and deeper devotion, hallow our Father’s name.
Love it too well to bear to hear it named but with adoring love.

Most of all do we hallow it when, with adoring worship,
falling before our God, we are able to look up into His face,
and enjoy, in our own soul’s experience, something of the
wondrous love which that name reveals.

So may we, as a holy priesthood, offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. ii. 5). Through
Him, then, let us offer up the sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually--that is, the fruit of lips, which make confession to
His name (Heb. xiii. I 5, R.V.). -

-'- " T—' * -" _ _ . ._ ___ _. - — —>-- -\.

Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS.

VII.
LAWLESSNESS.

ET us now turn to a few scriptures which give us the
 moral characteristics of the last days. We may begin
_J 2 Tim. iii. 1-5. These verses give us the lawless con-

dition of things which characterises these last days. In the
centre of the list is disobedience to parents, .showing that
God’s rule in the domestic circle is broken up. The proba-
bility in most cases is, the parents not living in harmony
together, their children become disobedient and do their own
will. Look at another scripture in this connection, 2 Peter ii.
1o—-“Them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness,
and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self-willed.”
This despising of every form of restraint and authority is the
spirit of the last days. jude 8—“These filthy dreamers defile
the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil o_f dignities.” You
will always find that despising of authority is connected with
the worst form of self-will. Those who despise God, and the
authority He has ordained, generally become slaves of the vilest
passions. Rebelling against Divine authority, they become the
slaves of self and Satan. We shall get further help about this
if we look at various scriptures where the word “iniquity”
occurs. Matt. vii. 23-“ Depart from Me, ye that work
iniquity.” I That word iniquity means lawlessness. You will
find it again xxiv. 12-—“ Because iniquity shall abound, the

._ -i In-I;-I I-I vi H _i_ i
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love of many shall wax cold. ” It is the same word, lawlessness.
2 Cor, vi. 14--“What fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness” or lawlessness? Righteousness is God’s great
Divine law; lawlessness is the settingasideofDivinelaw. 2 Thess.
ii. 7—“ For the mystery of iniquity doth already work.” That
is, the mystery of lawlessness. “Then shall that Wicked” (or
lawless one) “ be revealed,” who was at work even as early as
the time of the apostle. The mystery of lawlessness 5 that is,
the casting aside of Divine authority. This is not merely taking
the name of Christians, but working under the cloak of pro-
fessed subjection to Christ. The very self-will and pride that
is in the world has entered in among the saints. In the
assembly of God men are rising up, drawing disciples after
them. This lawless spirit has got inside the church, and there
it is working, until in the end is developed this mystery of
iniquity. The time is coming when this mystery shall be
revealed-—the lawless one shall be manifested, “whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of His coming.” That is to say,
the work of lawlessness goes on increasing and developing
until it is headed up in the man who is called the “lawless
one,” “the son p£»,.,,perdition,” “the Antichrist.” So you see
what things are coming to, and how dreadful is that spirit
that won’t endure authority; that spirit which says—“I will
do what I like ; my .own will shall gain the day.” And so man,
in self-will, casts off God’s will, becoming a slave to passion,
working out his own destruction under the leadership of the
lawless one. V

Titus ii. r4—“Who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from all lawlessness.” The circle of God’s assembly
is a little company that are redeemed from all lawlessness.
When we hear of iniquitous persons, we think of those who
get drunk, cheat, and steal. That is not the thought here 5 it is
redeemed entirely from the spirit that does not own the
authority of the Lord Iesus, in the family, the assembly, or
the world.

-Heb. i. 9--“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity” (lawlessness). just connect that verse with Mark
xv. 28--+“ He was numbered with the transgressors ”--those
who were lawless. The one who hated lawlessness was numbered
with the lawless. I Cor. ix. 21--“To them that are without
law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under
the law to Christ)” Being without law is lawlessness. Of

' - --__ “iii -4 III H _..._-
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course, Paul is speaking to the Gentiles, who had not the law
as the ]ew. In that sense they were without law; but the
sense in which it has been used in the other verses means
without law because men will not submit to it.

Acts ii. 2 3-—“ Him, being delivered . . . by wicked
(lawless) hands have crucified and slain.” The lawless hands
that would not have any authority over them whatever.
I ]ohn iii. 4--“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth the
law: for sin is the transgression of the law ” (literally, “Who-
soever is practising sin is practising lawlessness: for sin is
lawlessness”). Utter lawlessness makes a man one mass of
sin. If I will not own subjection to the authority of Christ,
then my own will just makes me go on sinning. ‘ I am incapable
of a good action, or even thought, except I am in subjection
to the will of God.

God created and redeemed us, that we might be in the
place of subjection ; owning His authority as Creator first, and
doubly so as Redeemer. So that the very vital breath ofthe new-
born soul that cries “ Abba, Father ” to God, calls jesus Lord.
That means, that from the very outset I am not my own, I am
under the authority of Christ. When Paul was struck down
while on the road to Damascus, the first words that came out
of his lips were, “What wilt Thou have me to do?” That man
was under the authority of Christ from that day to the end of
his course. He was literally and practically one who was
redeemed from all lawlessness. Self-will had received its
death-blow in him- These passages show us that lawlessness
is characteristic of the last days, not only in the world, but also
in the sphere which, by profession, is Christian ; because many
of the passages we have referred to speak of what is inside the
circle of God’s assembly. That is what we have to be on our
guard about, and what we are open to on all hands---the spirit
of the world creeping into the church. l

ALL things that are within the compass of God’s promises
are within the compass of faith.

Goo often encourages the weak in faith by giving-speedy
answers to prayer, but the strong in faith will be tested by
God’s delays. I _

FAITH never expects to learn deep lessons without deep
difiiculties ; therefore she is not surprised by strange and dark
providences. - s
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THE L,0RD’S PRAYER.
, Iv.

" “ Thy kingdom come.”

The great voices in heaven shall most certainly pro-
-- claim the joyful fact that “the (kingdoms of this world

have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ”
(Rev. xi. 15). Then shall the four-and-twenty elders, typical
of the Church glorified, fall down in adoring worship before
their God. Meanwhile, Satan is the god of this world (2 Cor.
iv. 4), as to its religion; and its prince, as to political power
(see john xii. 31, xiv. 30, and xvi. II).

Now we are in the times of the Gentiles, and until they
have run their destined course, Ierusalem must be trodden
down (Luke xxi. 24). For jerusalem is the only earthly
centre from which jehovah can dispense His authority.

Before considering how the petition will be fulfilled, we
pause to notice that its very terms confirm the conclusion
of our opening paper, that this prayer is not the cry of
those saved during this time of grace.__g The Bride longs for
a person, even the Bridegroom; theifi-godly Israelite for the
setting up of a kingdom. The Church is ever looking up-
ward; the jew eastward. One will be caught up; the
other saved in the flesh, and gathered to the land of promise.
The dying thief might ask to be remembered by the Lord
when He came in His kingdom; but how gracious was
the answer, “To-Dav--WITH ME.” Not to wait well-nigh
2,000 years; but, to-day. Not to be only a subject of a
great King, but brought into all the nearness and blessing
which those words, “with Me,” tell of.

While, then, we wait for God’s Son from heaven, even
jesus (1 Thess. i. 10), “looking for that blessed hope, and
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour ]esus
Christ” (Titus ii. 13, R.V.), let it not be supposed for one
moment that we have no interest in the kingdom. Our cry
is, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. xxii. 20); and, like the
Greeks of old, we say, “Sirs, we would see jesus”; yet we
are deeply concerned in all that concerns Him, for has He
not called us friends (John xv. 15)? We rejoice in every
crown added to that "brow, once wreathed in thorns for us.
We are glad, as we read that His kingdom will extend from
shore to shore-* not only, or chiefly, because He will associate

 IS prayer, divinely taught, shall be blessedly fulfilled.

J . _ _
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us with Himself in His reign, but because we love 1573122.
We sing-— ~ .

“ Thy sympathies and hopes are ours 1
Dear Lord, we wait to see

Creation all, below, above,
Redeem’d and blest by Thee.”

When the glorious moment shall arrive for our Lord to
take to Himself His great power and reign, we shall not be
uninterested spectators of His triumph. In that day it
shall be granted to us to sit down with Him upon His
throne, even as He is now seated with His Father on His
throne (Rev. iii. 21). As yet, Christ has not set up His
throne. His kingdom has not yet come. But the heavenly
Bridegroom, having first caught away His bride, will presently
return with her in manifested glory (Col. iii. 4) __: and Men
shall He sit upon the throne of His glory (Matt. xxv. 31).

How will this be accomplished? Christ came to His own
(dominion), and His own (people) received Him not. Men
murdered Him; but God raised Him from the dead. Earth
cast Him out; but heaven received Him. Yea, we read in
Acts iii. 21 that the heaven musz‘ receive Him. Oh! what
a reception the Son of God had when He returned to the
right hand of the Majesty on high. As we look up, we see
Him yonder crowned with glory and honour (Heb. ii. 9).

“ The crown is His, and His by right -
The highest place in heaven.”

Will He never return to this earth again? Oh, yes! ‘The
length of the time of His sitting at the right hand of God is
fixed. How soon may it close? We read on~—“Whom the
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all
things.” Till the times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled,
Christ cannot reign! Christ’s kingdom can never be mani-
fested as long as political power is wielded by Gentile hands.

It is the false woman who is supported by the world-power,
and forms treacherous alliance with the kings of the earth
(Rev. xvii.) ; the same false woman who put the deadly leaven
in the three measures of meal (Matt. xiii. 33).» The true
bride, who becomes the Lamb’s wife, has no part in such
alliance (compare Rev. xvii. 3 and xxi. 9). The kingdom was
Israel’s, but, because of sin, God transferred it from them to
the Gentiles; and, again, it shall pass from the Gentiles unto
Christ. The dream of Daniel ii. does but proclaim the
same truth. There we learn that for the Church to take



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

i$iiIli|—|IIIi_|

 (:_. §3—g 

t T/ze Lora”: Prayer.
|—|_ _ __ ._; — _-—- _ _ _-— __ - _—-- _ _,_ __ ___. _____;. _.:_ ___ . ______._. . _

part in world-government now is to frustrate the purpose of
God (to speak after the manner of men). No apparent good
which might result can justify such action. As the Lord
Jesus told Pilate, His kingdom is not of this world, hence
it is not for His disciples to interfere with its government
(john xviii. 36).

His kingdom shall come, and then shall His servants
fight (Rev. xvii. 14" and xix. 14). Further, we can fix the
time when this petition, repeated so often in the ears of
“Our Father,” shall have its true and complete answer.
When Gentile rule has passed through its last phase, in the
revival of the Roman empire in its ten-kingdom form, then
shall the moment come when God shall set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed. Israel fails, Gentiles fail,
but the Christ never. t

But how will God bring this about? What will be the mode
of operation by which the world is to be prepared for this mighty
change? Man seeks after wisdom apart from God, and be-
comes a fool (Rom. i. 22 and 1 Cor. i. 20). Man doubts God’s
truth, and so is prepared to believe the Devil’s lie, like Eve in
the garden (2 Thess. ii. ro, 11). Man rejects God’s Christ, and
therefore bows down to the Antichrist. “I am come in My
Father’s name, and yelreceive Me not : if another shall come
in his own name, him ye will receive” (john v. 43). Those
whotwill groan under the dreadful tyranny of the man of sin
will best be able to say, “Blessed is He who cometh in the
name of the Lord.” The first visible result of Christ’s
claiming His kingdom,vas shown by the opening of the first
seal, is the manifestation of the Antichrist in political power
(Rev. vi. 2). The first result of Satan’s being rejected from
heaven, full of wrath, because he knows his time is short, is
to energise the man of sin to his last awful development,
even the breaking of his covenant with the ]ews, and the
claiming worship for himself and his image.

Out of the seething mass of democracy shall this last and
most wicked phase of Gentile rule arise. As human wisdom
became foolishness, as the doubter of truth became the eager
recipient of the great lie, so lawlessness shall bring forth the
most cruel despot the world has ever groaned under. He who
is in the secret of the Lord can exclaim, “ Surely the wrath of
man shall praise Thee” (Ps. lxxvi. I0). Earth’s groans will
call for the Prince of Peace, and when man’s failure in govern-
men}; is apparent, then will the Blessed One come.
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The Antichrist, with his confederate kings gathered against
Ierusalem, shall think to destroy the last vestige of testimony
for jehovah on earth, but that great array of human power L
becomes but the footstool, to be crushed by the foot of God’s |
Christ. All things, even Satan’s enmity and man’s rebellion,
work for the glory of God and the fulfilment of His purposes,
and therefore for man’s highest good. . . ,

The moment of the blasphemous triumph of the man of i
sin is the moment when the Lord our God shall come, and
all His saints with Him: and then shall He destroy that
wicked one with the breath of His mouth, and set up His t,’
own kingdom, of which there shall be no end. , _ *

At eventide it shall be light; and thus shall be graciously
answered the cry,-—-oft mixed with tears before,--“Thy kingdom
come.” s H

l|

SPIRITUALISM. "

Spiritualistic doctrines. We now propose to show two
things from the Word of God. first‘, That no com-

munication withthe spirits of the departed is really possible;
but that those who attempt it are brought under the power of I
demons. Second, That God has absolutely forbidden any sort I
of dealing with the unseen powers. . 4

II.

 ST month we were pointing out the character of the

reveal much to us concerning the condition of those who have
departed. The solemn narrative given by the Lord ]esus in .
Luke xvi. makes certain matters very plain, however. The
saved are at rest, and are not allowed to re-visit the earth; and
the unsaved are in torment, and are unable to escape from
their prison. With this agree the other scriptures which touch
on the point. In 2 Cor. v. 8 the apostle declares his willing- »
ness to be “absent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord”; and in Phil. i. 2 3 he expresses at desire “to depart,
and to be with Christ; which is far better.” Before Christ had
come the condition of the godly Israelite who had gone to his 1
rest was represented, in a figure, as being in Abrahanfs bosom. -
Now that jesus has died and risen again, sleeping saints are I
said to be wit‘/z Him. This is all that is told us, but it is quite
enough. Enough to enable faith to say, “ which is far bptter.” I

L.
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Enough, too, to give the lie to all the Spiritualistic nonsense
that represents the spirits of the departed good as wandering
about, trying to get some means of speaking to those they had
left behind; but unsuccessful, unless their friends should
happen to go to a medium. On the other hand, we read in
2 Peter ii. 9 that the Lord knows how to reserve the unjust
unto the day of_ judgment to be punished. This, also, agrees
with what the Lord said in Luke xvi., and makes it equally
sure that the spirits of the ungodly cannot come back to earth
for any purpose whatever. l

Before leaving this part of our subject, we may point out
what a serious mistake is made by many believers who indulge
in sentimental imaginings about their departed friends. It is
no uncommon thing to hear Christians talk of the spirits of
the dead as hovering over them and taking notice of all they
do. Some even go further, and imagine themselves able to
speak to those who have gone before. All this is mere senti-
mentality, seeingthat it has no foundation in the Word of
God; nay, that it is distinctly contrary to what that Word
teaches us. It‘ is only at the coming again of the Lord jesus
that we are there taught to look for a reunion with His people
whom we loved on earth (see 1 Thess. iv. 14, 17, 18). This is
the God-given comfort for those who sorrow at the departure
of their beloved ones, and helps to draw out our desires and
longings more to-that blessed moment when He shall come
for whom we wait. All such unwarranted imaginations as we
have referred to above can only lead the soul away from God
and prepare the way for the delusions that Spiritualism has
to offer. ' I J)

But we propose to show, not only that there is no such
thing as communication with the spirits of the dead, but that
those who seek after such intercourse really put themselves
into the hands of wicked spirits or demons. And it may be
well to point out that the Scriptures never speak of these spirits
by the term “devil.” Our translators have used that word,
but without any warrant for doing so. The word “devil”
(literally,"the slanderer) one of the names which the Spirit

‘of God gives to the prince of the power of the air, and it
belongs to him alone. The Devil, or Satan, is the chief of all
the demons. He was so spoken of by the Pharisees when
they said of the Lord ]esus--“This fellow doth not cast
out- -demong, but by Beelzebub the prince of the demons”
(Magt. xii. 24). -On every occasion where the real word
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“Devil” is used in the Scriptures, it is in reference to Satan
(except in ]ohn vi. 7o—“ Have not I chosen you twelve, and
one of you is a devil? ”). On all occasions where Satan him-
self is not spoken of, the original word is “demon”; and this title
of “demon,” as we saw from Matt. xii. 24, is a general name
given to all the evil spirits, of whom the Devil is the prince
or chief.

There is a very close connection between idolatry and that
which now calls itself Spiritualism. In the list of the works of
the flesh, in Gal. v., we find those of like character grouped
together, and idolatry and witchcraft make one of the groups
(see verse 2o). Now, everywhere the Scripturesteach us that
idolatry is really demon-worship, as the following passages will
be suflicient to prove :—“They provoked Him to jealousy with
strange gods. . . . They sacrificed unto devils (demons),
not to God ” (Deut. xxxii. 16, 17). “They serve their idols.
. . . Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters
unto devils (demons) ” (Ps. cvi. 36, 37). “What say I then?
that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice
unto idols is any thing? But I say, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils (demons), and not to
God ” (I Cor. X. 19, zo). Now, just as those who professed
and intended to offer their sacrifices to the gods of their own
invention were really presenting them to demons, and so
became demon-worshippers, so those who sought to work by
the power of these supposed gods, or to communicate with the
dead by means of mediums or familiar spirits, really put them-
selves under the power of these same evil spirits or demons,
and received communications from them. It is for this reason
that we find the Spiritualism of the heathen nations, in all its
different forms, classed with their idolatry (compare Deut.
xii. 29-32 with chap. xviii. 9-12). It will be well carefully to
read on to the end of chap. xviii., and to notice the contrast
between the ways of the Canaanite nations, who sought after
charmers and diviners and consulted” with familiar spirits, and
the promise of God to Israel to raise up unto them a Prophet,
into whose mouth He would put His words. The prophet who
should speak in the name of other gods (verse 2o) is evidently
connected with the wizards and necromancers of the earlier
part of the passage. t

These abominations, then, are evidently all of one character
and from one source. Every attempt to work by the powers of
the unseen world or to consult with the dead, equally with the

l
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worshipot idols, puts the practisers of it, in an especial manner,
into the power of evil spirits, and leads to the most awful
blindness and hardness of heart.

We purpose, if the Lord will, continuing the subject next
month.

“Thanks be unto God for I-Iis Unspeakable Gift."
THANKS be to God!

For by the Living Way,
With boldness we can enter in
The holiest, without spot or sin.

Thanks be to God!

_ Thanks be to God!
With heart and conscience purged,

We enter now within the veil;
The blood of Christ can never fail.

-Thanks be to God!

Thanks be to God!
Upon the Bread we feed—

The Bread of Life sent down from heaven;
The Son of God so freely given. v

Thanks be to God!
Thanks be to God!

Once more we take the cup;
We worship at His stable spread,
We own Him as our risen Head. s

Thanks be to God!
Lord ]esus, come!

We long to see Thy face;
.We long for Thine appearing now,
As -with adoring hearts we bow. '

Lord Iesus, come! j. P.
-__ -  ..ah - .-___  -I _  1 _,_

OUR faith is greatly strengthened when we are brought to
see that no arm but God’s can help, no wisdom but His can
guide, and no love but His can satisfy. T

THE Lord afflicts us at times; but it is always a thousand
t times less than we deserve. '
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Rule in the Family, the Church, and the (World.
_ Norms AT A BIBLE CLass.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
[HERE is an aspect of the present dispensation which

G is called “the kingdom of God.” We hear about the
-— church, the assembly, the Body of Christ, and so on;

but, as far as I remember, I do not think I ever heard an
address connecting the many passages referring to the present
age which speak of it as the kingdom of God. Look at
]ohn iii. 3, 5-»-“Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God ”; “Except a man be born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” That
is to say, this is the kingdom which cannot possibly be dis-
cerned or entered into by the flesh; it is only the spiritual
man that can discern or enter into it. Rom. xiv. 17--“ For
the kingdom of God is-not meat and drink ; but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” These are the
characteristics of God’s kingdom, whether .it'be in the re-
newed heart of the believer, or in the millennium when God’s
kingdom will be manifested in glory. Then Christ will be
the King, and the kingdom will be chaiacterised by three
things. First, it will be a reign of righteousness; secondly,
it will be a reign of peace; and thirdly, it will be a_ reign of
joy. Melchisedec, king of righteousness and king of peace,
shall reign. The reign of righteousness and peace shall be
universal. “A King shall reign in righteousness.” “The
work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness, quietness, and assurance for ever ” (Isa. xxxii.
1, 17). So it does not matter whether I am speaking of the
kingdom in its present spiritual aspect or its future glorious
manifestation ; its characteristics will be the same.

Turn to Luke xvii. 2o-24.——“The kingdom of God cometh
not with observation . . . Behold, the kingdom of God
is within (or among) you.” This is one aspect of the kingdom ;
but the close of the passage gives us another. When Christ
comes to usher in the kingdom in its glory, He will come “as
the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven,
and shineth unto the other part under heaven” ; it will then
be public, manifested, and glorious. But in the words, “The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation” (that is, outward
show), He is looking at the aspect of the kingdom which
is to precede the manifested one. The jews were looking
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forward to the kingdom being restored to Israel; but their
King, despised and rejected, was among them. There were
a few who had come to Him, like those who had gathered
aroun_d David in the cave of Adullam. At that time there
was Saul with his outward show; but, hidden in the cave, was
David, the anointed of the Lord. So now, there were Herod
and the Roman power, and here was God’s King with a few
true-hearted ones around Him. The time had not come for
thekingdom to be manifested in glory ; but jesus is the King,
and He had then, and has now, His subjects here, who know
and own Him as their King. We know and testify that jesus
is God’s rejected King; that is a part of our testimony. We
are in “the kingdom and patience of jesus Christ.”

Acts xx. 25-“ Preaching the kingdom of God.” -This is
an aspect of the truth that we have too much lost sight of.
We know there is a King; but there is also a kingdom. That
King is rejected, but God’s time is coming when He shall
reign. Meantime, we know Him as the rejected King—our
Lord. y Those who gathered to David in the cave of Adullam
knew him as ]ehovah’s anointed king. They gathered unto
him, and he became their captain, and they were devoted to
him. We know that Jesus is the King, and God has put Him
in the placeiof authority ; and those who have been saved by
Him, who know His love, have been taught to acknowledge
Him as the One who has entire authority over them. Turn
to Acts xvii. 5-7~—-“ . . . These all do contrary to the
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another King, one
Jesus.” That was the character of the apostle’s testimony.
We seldom, if ever, hear this aspect of truth preached by
evangelists now-a-days. We know that the kingdoms of this
world will yet become the kingdoms of our God and H23
C/zrzlrt. In the meantime, we own jesus as the rejected King,
and we refuse to own Satan, the usurper.

]ohn xviii. 36—“ My kingdom is not of this world.” It
is very remarkable that this and the passage in chapter iii.
are the only two references to the kingdom of God in ]ohn’s
Gospel. In chapter iii. we see that a man must be born again
before he can enter the kingdom; and in this chapter the
Lord confesses that He is King, but shows that His kingdom
is not of this world--not established or maintained after the
character of the world’s kingdoms. “ If My kingdom were of
this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not
be delivered. to the ]ews: but now is My kingdom not from
 IZI
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hence.” But He is the King, and he has His servants who
own His authority. The rightful King in the meantime is
rejected, and “we are in the kingdom and patience of jesus
Christ,” waiting the time when He shall get His kingdom.

There are many other scriptures that we might refer to, but
let us just turn to one important one in Col. i. 13---“Who
hath delivered us from the power (or authority) of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom‘ of His dear Son.”
We sometimes hear the expression used, “The kingdom of
darkness,” but I do not know of any scripture for it ; because
what characterises a kingdom is rule and order. What char-
acterises Satan’s dominion is darkness and confusion; the
characteristics of a kingdom are not to be found there. Rule,
order, and liberty are what belong to a kingdom; but confusion,
bondage, and misery mark all that are under the power of
Satan. This is an important passage. for it shows there is a
sense in which we are already brought into the kingdom of
God’s dear Son.

We may connect this with another verse in Col. iv. 11~—
“ . . . These only are My "fellow-workers unto the
kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto Me.”
I believe it is a possible thing to be workers in the Gospel
and not workers “unto the kingdom of God.” I believe it is
a possible thing to be engaged in Christain work and testi-
mony, and at the same time to be helping on self-will and
lawlessness, and therefore not helping on the kingdom of
Christ. Many give their attention to the preaching of the
Gospel, but how very seldom their converts are taught all things
that the Lord has commanded. Such would never be acknow-
ledged by Paul as fellow-workers unto the kingdom of God.
To deserve such an honourable title we must begin with the
Gospel, and go on to teach those who have been converted to
observe all things that Christ commanded; baptising them in
the name of the Lord, and gathering them to the place where
Christ is owned as Lord, where there is no other will besides
His, and where there is no other appeal but to His word.

I believe that this subject is an exceedingly important one,
and we have a solemn lesson to learn from the fact that the
testimony in connection with the saints in the kingdom of God
is a thing that we so seldom hear mentioned. I believe it
strikes at the root of sectarianism, for it springs fromreal heart-
subjection to Christ.
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IV
AST month we were considering the last trump of

 I Cor. xv. 52 ; but that is not the only difficulty which
some have found in this passage in connection with

our subject’. It is urged that the teaching of verses 51 and
52 seems to show plainly that the first resurrection will be
the act of a single moment, when all the saints shall be
raised. On the other hand, Rev. xx. 4-6 speaks of those
who had been beheaded for the witness of jesus, and who
had not worshipped the Beast, as having part in that
resurrection. These latter, beyond a doubt, were on earth
during some portion of the great tribulation; how, then,
can they share in the same resurrection with the saints of
to-day, if these are to be caught up before the tribulation
begins? ' 2

, To answer this question, like many another, we need to
rightly divide the Word of Truth. In I Cor. xv. the apostle
is not giving a prophetic account of events about to happen.
He is establishing the doctrine of the resurrection; and he
does so by showing that the resurrection of Jesus and that
of the saints must stand or fall together. “If the dead rise
not, Christ is not raised ” (verse 16). But Christ is risen, then
His people shall rise too. This is, briefly, the apostle’s argu-
ment ; and then, in conclusion, he sums up the whole matter
as follows :--“ Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
Who are the “ we ” of verse 5 I P “We shall not all sleep, but
we shall be changed.” Plainly, they are saints of the present
dispensation, as in any other part of the epistle. “We, being
many, are one bread, one body, for we are all partakers of that
one body” (chap. x. 17). “By one Spirit are we all baptised
into one body” (chap. xii. 13), and so on. The passage
certainly settles one point. All the,saints of this dispensation
will be raised at one moment. There is no room for the
various theories which would teach that only specially faithful
ones will be taken at the Lord’s appearing. Thatquestion
is set at rest for all who bow to the Scriptures; but there is
nothing in this chapter to contradict the thought that saved
ones of a later day, those who confess Christ during the
Antichrist persecution, and suffer for their testimony, shall
not afterwards be raised up as well. p
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Now let us turn to Rev. xx. 4. Here, after the Beast, or
Antichrist, has been cast into the lake of fire, and the Devil
has been bound, those who were beheaded for the witness of
jesus, and who had refused to worship the Beast, are raised
up. But in the very same verse we read of thrones, and of I
certain persons who were seated on these thrones, and to 1
whom judgment was given. Who are these persons? We '
need to go back to chap. xix. 14, where we find them spoken l
of as the armies of heaven, who follow the Lamb, and share
with Him in the destruction of His foes. A careful reading,
straight on from this point, will show that those who come
with Christ, to execute judgment upon His enemies, are the
same who afterwards sit upon these thrones of judgment.
This agrees with jude I4, I 5 and I Cor. vi. 2, where we

I

rlearn that the saints of this dispensation shall come with the *
Lord when He is manifested in power, and shall also judge
both the world and angels. Here, then, we have saints who I
had been raised and glorified previous to the raising up of
the martyrs of the Antichrist time, though these latter shall
share with them in the blessings of the first resurrection.

The expression, “the first resurrection,” is not limited to a
particular moment of time. It distinguishes those who are
raised before the thousand years from those who are only
brought up for judgment after the thousand years are past.
It is a resurrection of just ones, who are blessed and holy, in
contrast to the resurrection of the unjust. Those who are 1
raised in Rev. xx. .4 are the last who partake in it, and the
declaration, “This is the first resurrection,” comes in with
perfect fitness at that point.

Many have argued from Dan. xii. 2 and John v. 28, 29
that the saved and unsaved will all be raised at the same
moment ; and if those passages are taken by themselves, they
would seem to countenance such an idea. But just as we
learn that the Lord can speak of the whole of the period -
that covers His resurrection work, both before and after the ‘
millennium, as “the hour” that is coming, so we find that
several distinct acts in the resurrection of saints are all classed
together as the first resurrection. .

 ' ‘ T - ., < ._ _ .__,__ . .. -  I ,1-. —.

TEMPTATIONS which find us dwelling in God, are to our
faith like winds that more firmly root the tree (James i. 2, 3).

To do our L0rd’s Will, and to suffer His will, should be our
every ‘hour wish and aim. _
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M A RA N A T H (The Lord will come)-
VI .

NOTHER reason given for supposing that the Lord
 cannot come at any moment to receive His people is
- -- found in the words of Ps. cx. I, “The Loan said unto
my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool.” The thought is this, that it is only at
the close of the great tribulation, when the nations are gathered
against Jerusalem under the leadership of the Antichrist, that
the enemies of the Lord Jesus will be made His footstool, so
that I-Ie can come and execute sudden and complete judgment
upon them. But if He is to sit at the right hand of God until
that moment, how can He come before the great tribulation
begins to receive His people to Himself?

Surely this argument shows great confusion of mind as to
what is meant by sr'ftz'rzg at the right hand of God. Is it
possible that any one supposes that the Lord Jesus remains
constantly in a sj_,t,ting posture, since He ascended to heaven,
and right on till He comes as Son of Man to take to Himself
His great power and reign? The use of such an argument
seems to show that they do. Yet the mere statement of the
idea seems to be sufficient to prove how mistaken it is.
Besides, we have the Lord Jesus presented to us in other
attitudes during this dispensation. In Acts vii. 55 we read
that Stephen, “ being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up sted-
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
strrrzdzhg on the right hand of God.” Then again, in the
opening of the Revelation we have the Lord Jesus wrrfkzag in
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. There is no con-
tradiction, however, in these different statements. No one of
these various expressions, sitting, standing, walking, can be
treated literally, as expressing a bodily attitude, when applied
to the Lord Iesus. Who would think of so treating them when
they occur all together in Ps. i. r “Blessed is the man that
rear!/tat/z not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stander/z in the
wayeof sinners, nor srrtet/z in the seat of the scornful.” In this
case we understand them as expressing moral or spiri-tual
positi-on, and the same is surely just as true when they are
applied to the Lord. When He describes Himself as waikfng
in the midst of the candlesticks, he speaks of the activity and
ceaseless watchfulness of His High-priestly oversight of the
assemblies of ‘His saints. When He was seen by Stephen
.rtarzdr'2-W on the right hand of God. His attitude plainly tells"1
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how He had risen up to receive and welcome His faithful
servant. I

What, then, as to the meaning intended to be conveyed by
His .rz'z‘z‘z'.ag? We believe that many different thoughts are
contained in this last expression, according to the circumstances
under which it is used. In Mark xvi. 19 we are told that Jesus
“was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God.” Mark’s gospel presents the Lord Jesus to us as the
faithful, unwearying servant of God. It commences with His
baptism, when He began His ministry, and it goes on till this
closing word expressively declares that His service was finished.

In Eph. I. 2o, 2 1, we read that God “raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all principality and power.” The subject here is the
exceeding greatness of the power of God ; and the triumph of
that power is shown in raising up the one whom Satan had
sought to destroy, and setting Him in the place of majesty and
authority. In the case of Ps. cx. we have the patient waiting
of Christ. In Ps. ii. 7-9, we have Jehovah, in the very
moment of raising His Son from the dead,saying to Hirn-—-
“Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy
possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; Thou
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” But between
the giving of this promise and its fulfilment there was to be a
long waiting time, which the patient obedience of the blessed
Son of God accepts as willingly as He did all the sufferings of
Calvary. Thatwaiting-time is expressed in the words—~“Sit
Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool.” It is no more interfered with by His coming, not
to earth, but in the clouds (see 1 Thes. iv. 17), to catch up His
own to Himself, than by His standing up to receive Stephen.
He does not claim the promise of earthly rule until the Father’s
time has come. He once waited patiently till God should
deliver Him out of the horrible pit; and He now waits
patiently till God makes His enemies His footstool, and this is
expressed by the figure of sitting‘ at God’s right hand till then.

Pi ii-
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I ,Gon indeed, as our Father in Christ Jesus, does not blame
us for indwelling sin, but He does require that we should
contend against it.

I IT is the nature of sin to obtain great power by little
beginnings. . _ _
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[I Notes in a Bible Class on Romans xii. 1.

I
I beseech you therefore. brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, WI'llCl1 is your reasonable service. ”
_'.~! OD loves to beseech. ,When Israel had escaped from
l Egypt’s bondage their whole thought was what they had
I‘-‘3 I escaped from. God’s thought about them was to bring
them unto Himself (Ex. xix. 4). They must be delivered from
Pharaoh before they can serve God. No man can serve two
masters. It needs freed men, not slaves, to serve God.
Pharaoh sought to keep the affections of the Israelites in the
land when he proposed that they themselves should go to
serve God but should leave their children in Egypt. Parents
who have borne much for the name of Christ themselves and
separated from much that is contrary to His mind, often, for
the sake of some supposed advantage, send their children
under influences and teaching which they themselves have
judged as wrong. Pharaoh, lastly, when he could not keep
the children, attempted to keep their cattle, which meant their
trade. God’s children often let their business take them into
wrong connections, and so hinder their wholly serving God. -
God would not let the Israelites leave anything behind that I
would draw them back to Egypt. They must go clean out
(Ex. x. 26). God cannot share with Pharaoh. Then, when
God has brought them out, He reminds them, “How I bare .
you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto Myself” (Ex. xix.
4). The same Red Sea that saved Israel destroyed and over--
whelmed Pharaoh’s host. Christ’s call to sinners is, “Come
unto Me.” He sets us free, and gives us rest from toil of task-
master. T/ten He gives us His commandments to keep.
“Take My yoke, etc. (Matt. xi. 21). While we no longer
belong to Satan, and have been delivered from his service, we
still have the flesh in us; and only by taking His yoke upon
us, by learning in everything to submit every thought of our
hearts to Him, can we find rest to our souls. The first rest is
experienced when a sinner no longer labours under a sense of
sin, but has believed God’s testimony about Jesus. The
second rest is that which comes from no longer being under
the power of our own fleshly passions and desires. Christ had
perfect rest in.His Father, and nothing done to Him could
take it away; and nothing can take ours away if we are like
Him (John viii. 28, 29). When God has brought us to Himself 9
He gives us His commandments, and puts us in the same
relationship to Himself as His Son was when on earth, and
Hesdesires that we should be able to say with Christ, “I
delight to do Thy will ; Thy law is within My heart.” I All this
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Nates in a Biéle Class on Romans .:rz'z'. I.

comes into those opening words in Romans xii. Who has
ever measured those “ mercies”. The more obedient a child
is, the more he knows of his father’s love; but we can never
tell how deep, how wide, how high, are those “ mercies ”; and
He beseeches, not commands us, by them. But all are
summed up in “ that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice.”
No command comes amiss to one who has yielded his body to
God. Christ was a dying as well as a living sacrifice. We
may not be called to be dyhzg, but we are called to be Z2’:/z'1zg'
sacrifices, to bear His yoke day by day, and this is “accept-
able.” No one can say he is not in a position to serve God,
since bearing -His yoke is acceptable to _Him._ The hardest
member to yield is the tongue. “Set on fire or hell.” One
talks too much of himself, another of his neighbours, marker
of the affairs of the world. r

Lastly, surely it is a “reasonable service,” that, as He gave
His life for us, so we ought to gladly give our lives to Him.

THE LORD‘;S PRAYER.
 -8

“ Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”

..§;~4,__ UCH of heaven’s blessedness consists of this, that
there is but one will there. Much of earth’s misery,

i’ if not all of it, can be traced to the many wills at
work here. How blessed, then, by faith to look forward to the
fulfilment of this petition, when all shall be perfect peace and
harmony, for one will shall regulate, all things for God’s glory
and man’s happiness. There shall be no more sea.

In heaven the doing of God’s will is the rule ; on earth it is
the exception. The angelic hosts find their pleasure in doing
the will of God. Scripture does not tell us much about them ;
but it is H enough to know that willing obedience is their chief
characteristic. When the Psalmist calls upon them to worship,
he reminds them that they do His commandments, hearkening
unto the voice of His word (Ps. ciii. zo, 21). But on earth
how great the contrast. Man, blessed so greatly, sets up his
will against that of the Creator, and hence confusion and every
evil work. Children of disobedience becomes a characteristic
name of the whole race (Eph. ii. 2 ; Col. iii. 6). All sin, then,
may be traced to the fruit of the tree that the woman desired
because it could make one wise (Gen. iii. 6). Wisdom, that is
human wisdom (james iii. 1:5), is the parent of self-will, and
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t T/ze L01/d’s Prayer.

self-will in turn begets disobedience. God’s will is set aside,
because we think our way is better. But in stretching out
the hand to take the fruit, Eve was deceived (1 Tim. ii. 14),
and thus became a fool. “Hath not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world ” (1 Cor. i. 20, 21)?

Do not all who are guided by their own wisdom, rather than
God’s Word, tread in the same path? Thus we read of Satan
that he deceived the whole world (Rev. xii. 9). In the
beginning it was a woman, but before the history closes we
read, “the whole world.” Sad fruit of God’s will being
rejected that self-will should reign. On the other hand, those
who are willing to become fools now that is, to give up their
own thoughts and ideas,-W-God makes wise. “ It pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”
(1. Cor. i. 21) 5 so we may say that God makes the wise fools,
and the fools wise. Let us not forget that unto man God says,
“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom” (job xxviii. 28).
The fear of the Lord is not the soil in which that evil weed,
self-will, is likely to grow.

How the truth of all this is illustrated in the pages of sacred
history, as well as in the story of our own lives I Eve disobeyed
and lost Eden. Moses disobeyed, and could not enter into the
promised land. Saul disobeyed, and lost his kingdom. The
old prophet disobeyed, and lost his life. And many other
instances could be found of self-will setting aside God’s will,
only to bring in sorrow and confusion.

In contrast to all this shame and folly we find one blessed
exception. Amid the shades of sad Gethsemane we see a
prostrate form, and as we draw nigh and listen reverently, we
hear the cry go up from the well-nigh broken heart, “Never-
theless, not as I will”, and again, “Thy will be done ”i(Matt.
xrvi. 39 and 42). The blessed Son, our Lord ]esus Christ.
ever did the Father’s willi As He stepped down from the
throne to take the servant’s place, He cried, “ Lo, I come to
do Thy will, O God ” (Heb. x. 7), though well He knewthat
that yvill led only to the Cross. C

But never let us allow the God-dishonouring thought a place
in our hearts that God’s will is in any way opposed to our best
interests. True, that will led His Son down to the dust of
death»; but in resurrection God shall give Him such a harvest
that He shall see the fruit of His toil and be satisfied. The
eternal joy of bringing many sons to glory will make up for the
Cross and shame which He endured. God’s glory and our
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blessing cannot be separated, and the doing of God’s will leads
up to both.

“This is the Fathe-r’s will,” says the Lord ]esus to the ]ews,
“that of. all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing ”
(john vi. 39, 40). Again we get a threefold view of that will in
the 1st of Ephesians. In verse 5 it is, “ The good pleasure of
His will”; in verse 9, “ The mystery of His will”; and in verse
I 1, “The counsel of His own will”_; and in each case that will
is but love energised for our present and eternal good. As if,
lest we should be unable to believe the marvellous things His
grace has done for us, He would silence every doubt by saying,
“This is My will concerning you.” What a transformation
when this prayer, divinely taught, shall be divinely answered.
God’s will done on earth! It was to this moment that God
looked forward when He said to Moses, ‘_‘ As truly as I live,
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord ”
(Numbers xiv. 21). A precious promise, caught up by the
Psalmist (Ps. lxsii. 19), and repeated by the prophet Habakk-uk
(ii. 14), made at a time when Israel had sinned greatly; as if
Iehovah, turning away from the failure of that time, looked
forward“ to the moment when the kingdoms of this world should
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and His Christ (Rev. xi. 1 5).
Then shall come those glorious times of restitution of which
all the prophets speak (Acts iii. 21); the times when the
creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God
(Rom. viii. 21, R.V.).

A King shall reign in righteousness (Is. xxxii. 1), and under
His beneficent sway, greed, passion and oppression shall be
unknown. Satan shall be chained (Rev. xx. 1-3), and man
shall learn war no more ( ls. ii. 4). “ The wolf shall dwell with
the lamb, . . . the young lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them ” (Is. xi. 6). “The wilder-
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” (Is. xxxv. 1).
Then shall the earth enjoy her true Sabbath, and it shall be
known what is the full meaning of the prayer, “Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.”

“This thou hast asked. And shall the prayer
Float upward on a sigh P
No song were sweet enough to bear
Such glad desires on high.
But God, thy Father, shall fulfil
In thee. and for thee, all His will.”
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THE GIFTS OF GOD.
 i

‘He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?’ -»-Rom viii J2

TI-IOU hast given me peace, Lord ]esus
Eternal, unchanging, sure;

For Thy blood was shed
In the sinner’s stead,

That Thou mightest m_y peace secure

Thou hast given -me hope, Lord Jesus
 A hope which will never die;  

But must brighter grow,
For I surely know

I s/tall see Thee by-and-bye.

Thou hast given me jay, Lord Jesus l
That nothing can take away ;_

And my glad heart sings, J
As each moment brings

Still nearer the dawn of Day.

iThou hast given me rest, Lord Jesus .
It comes to my soul as balm ;

Not a transient gleam,
Like some passing dream,

_But a holy, abiding calm.

——iIIIi'IThou hast given me Ztfiz, Lord ]esus I
’Tis hidden with Thee above ;

And I know the source
Of its ceaseless course

In the infinite God of love.
GLEvvAR. W A U

' _ --- _---- _ --— " ' —*— .1-_ _-- _____ ,.,_,_,_, ___. ___-

Liiu». Enoch, walk with God, and you cannot mistake your
road You have infallible wisdom to direct you, 1l'11I'I'11t3.bl€
love to comfort you, and eternal power to defend you
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MARAH.

Read Exodus xv. 22-26.

IHEchildren of Israel had gone only three days’ journey
into the wilderness when they came to Marah. Three
days before they had seen the mighty hand of their

God stretched out to save them and to destroy their enemies ;
and, as they stood on the shore of the Red Sea, which now
separated them for ever from Egypt, they had sung with
triumph their redemption song.

It was easy to sing then; but now things looked very
different. For three days they had travelled through the hot
desert without finding any water, and now when they had
found some they could not drink it, for it was bitter.

And what did they do in this their first trouble? Alas,
they showed at the very beginning that unbelief and want of
confidence in God which were so grievous and dishonouring
to Him, and which so frequently brought much trouble and
sorrow upon themselves. . They murmured against Moses,
and in murmuring against Moses they were in reality mur~
muring against God (see Ex. xvi. 8). They had got occupied
with their circumstances. They were looking down at the
bitter waters, and round about upon the weary desert, and
they had forgotten to look up to where that pillar of cloud
stood above them as a faithful witness that God was with
them.

He was guiding them. He was as ready to help them at
Marsh as He had been at the Red Sea, when He divided it
for them and made them go through on dry land. But they
had forgotten all this and only saw their present trouble, so
that murmurs had taken the place of the song of praise. But
we may gladly turn from the sad picture of their unbelief to
look at the faith of Moses (v. 25).

Moses did just what they should have done. He knew that
the One who had led them to Marah was the only One who
could help them at Marah; so in faith he cried to God, and
God heard and answered his cry, and rewarded his faith by
using him in the healing of the waters. Thus the people were
enabled to drink of those once bitter waters, now made sweet
by the loving hand of their God, whose love they had doubted.

And now we get God’s reason for bringing Israel to Marah,
for we read, “ T/zere He proved them ” (v. 25). God had a
special object in leading them there. He wanted to teach
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them how entirely dependent they were upon Himself in all
things, and how infinitely able and willing He was to supply
their every need. He wanted to see if, after all the mighty
proofs He had given them of His love and power, they could
yet trust Him. But how sadly they failed in all this, and how
it must have grieved His heart to see that, in spite of all He
had done for them, they did not ye! believe in His love.

God knows the end from the beginning. He saw before-
hand what Israel would do at Marah ; but He led them there
that they might learn something of their own evil heart of
unbelief, and so might be ashamed and humbled at the same
time. He was manifesting His heart of love towards them,
and was leading them to trust in Him at all times.

All through the wilderness' He was thus proving them
(Deut. viii. 2). And while He was proving them they were
proving Him. He proved them only to find them fail 5 they
proved Him to find Him the ever faithful promise-keeping
God—- t

‘“ Whose love is as great as His power, _
And knows neither measure -nor end.” v‘

We are told thatthesethings were “ written for our admoni-
tion ”; we do well, therefore, to ponder them deeply, not
simply as incidents in Israel’s history, but as the lessons
written for us by our Father’s hand. God took Israel, His
earthly people, to Marah to teach them a lesson, and He
would take us, His heavenly people, to the record of Marah to
teach us the same lesson.

We, too, are in the wilderness, with its Marahs to be met ;
but we, too, have our God to go before us, and to be with us
in the trials ; and blessed be His name, there is no Marah too
bitter for Him to sweeten. But how often since we started on
our wilderness journey, with joy in our hearts and our redemp-
tion song on our lips, has that joy been changed to mourning
and that song to niurmuring. We read Israel’s history» and
we marvel at their unbelief ; but what about our own P‘ Vile
can look back on a mightier deliverance than theirs ; we have
been freed from a more terrible bondage than thatof Pharaoh;
we have been brought into a fuller liberty than ever Israel
knew ; for Christ has redeemed us from Satan’s cruel slavery,
and has brought us into the glorious liberty of the sons of
God. Therefore our unbelief and murmurings are all the more
sinful. When rebuking Israel for their unbelief God always
took them back to what He had done for them at the first, in
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saving them from Egypt ; and He would ever remind us of
that first and greatest proof of His love, even the gift of His
well-beloved Son (Rom. viii. 32).

It is just in the measure that we are realising and delighting
in the love that gave Jesus to die for us that we shall be
enabled to cease from doubting about God’s dealings with us,
and in simple childlike faith to look to Him in every trial,
content to wait His time, be it long or short, for the sweetening
of the bitter in our lot.

SPIRITUALISM.
III. a

AST month we sought to show from the Scriptures, that
there is no such thing as intercourse between the living

--I and the spirits of the departed ; but that the com-
munications received by mediums, really come from the demons
or evil spirits, of whom Satan is the prince. In opposition to
this, spiritualists are very fond of quoting the case of the witch
of En-dor. She was a medium, they say, and she brought up
the spirit of Samuel to speak to Saul. The fact is that she did
nothing of the kind ; and a careful reading of the narrative will
make it very plain that the bringing up of Samuel was the
direct act of God Himself, to the utter amazement and terror
of the medium.

Let us turn, then, to I Sam. xxviii. In verse 3 we learn that
“Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the
wizards, out of the land”; and on this account, this woman,
the witch of En-dor, was in hiding. We find that Saul ‘had
gathered all Israel together and had pitched in Gilboa, while
the Philistines were also assembled in force, and a decisive
battle was imminent. Under these circumstances Saul was
anxious to enquire of the Lord, but the Lord had departed from
him because of his disobedience ; and although Saul enquired,
he was not answered. In his intense anxiety to know what the
issue of the battle on the morrow would be, he bids his servants
seek for a woman with a familiar spirit, that he might enquire
of her ; and directly they tell him of one, he disguises himself
and goes to her. We will just read the few verses that describe
what took place-—verses II and 12 : “Then said the woman,
Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up
Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a
loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast
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thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.” Now what does that
show? That the woman got something she never expected.
She undertook to bring Samuel up, but she never expected
really to see Samuel. She intended to practice her old trick,
and to lead Saul to believe that what was spoken to her by hel"
power of witchcraft was the utterance of Samuel. But on this
occasion, God stepped in and actually brought Samuel up,
that he might give a last message to Saul; and when the
woman saw Samuel she was filled with terror, for she knew
that this was something quite different from what she was
accustomed to. The reality of the appearance of Samuel
made her sure that for no one less than Saul himself would
one from the dead have thus appeared. “And the king said
unto her, Be not afraid, for what sawest thou? And the
woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the
earth.” This word “gods ” in the plural does not imply that
she saw more figures than one. The plural is often used in
Hebrew to give force or emphasis, and Saul’s reply shows that
he did not understand her to mean more than one person ; for
he says ‘f-;rt\Vhat form is /za of? And she said, An old man
cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul
perceived that it was Samuel.” Then follows a conversation
between Samuel and Saul, in which the woman has no part;
and this is wholly different from what takes place in connection
with spiritualistic manifestations. In those, the spirit of the
departed one is supposed to speak through the voice of the
medium ; but here, God is sending a message by His servant
Samuel, whom He has brought up for the purpose, and the
medium has no further part in the matter. The whole
narrative, then, only confirms the truth we have learned else-
where, that while mediums may ordinarily receive demoniacal
communications, they have no power to interfere with the
spirits of the departed, who are in the hands of God, whether
for blessing or for judgment.

We must not leave this subject without referring to some of
the passages in which God has absolutely forbidden any seeking
after mediums, or persons with familiar spirits. Wewill only
quote a few out of very many. “Regard not them that have
familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by
them ” (Lev. xix. 31). “The soul that turneth after such as
have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go aiwhoring after
them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut
him ofl' from among his people ” (Lev. xx. 6). “There shall
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Spzfitualism.

not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass throngh the fire, or that useth divination, or an
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer ”
(Deut. xviii. Io, 1 1). This last passage especially forbids
every kind of attempt to consult with supernatural beings, or
to be associated with those who do so. Then, again, in
Isaiah viii. 19, 2o, we read—-“ And when they shall say unto you,
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that
peep and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their
God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the
testimony : if they speak not according to. this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” We see here how God
sets the two things in contrast. On the one hand there is
the endeavour to get knowledge apart from Himself, and on
the other the seeking unto God and to the law and the testimony
which He has given. To go after the dead for knowledge is
to turn away from God and His truth, and to be shut up in
darkness. “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God :
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law ”
(Deut. xxix. 29). Spiritualism is but one of the many forms in
which the old deception practised by the father of lies in Eden
is repeated. He promises light and knowledge that God has
withheld, just that he may the more effectually get his dupes
into his power. V s

We need only add that there are plenty of sham spiritualists,
who perform tricks with special arrangements and apparatus, to
extract money from the credulous. But quite distinct from
these, demoniacal possession, with all its accompanying
delusions and blasphemous doctrines, is a solemn reality; and
it is well that the children of God should be put on their guard
against it.

HE goes not amiss who goes in thecompany of God. t
WE are travellers ;_ we go “ from strength to strength.” No

weakness in the pilgrim-journey of those who are one with “the
mighty God.” ._

LET Christ keep the heart, and the heart shall keep the life.
THE Lord withers the flowers we have, that we may always

come to Him for more. ~ t i _ p ‘
'i To take God at His word is the business of faith. S
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M A R A N A T H A (The Lord will come).

VI.

I ERHAPS there is no objection more strongly pressed
 against the precious hope that the Lord Jesus may
“-- 33' come for His people at any moment, than one drawn
from the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew’s gospel. “ Here,”
say the objectors, “we have instructions given by the Lord
Jesus to His disciples in regard to all the circumstances con~
nected with the great tribulation and the persecution by
Antichrist. If .the Lord is.coming again before that time,
to take all His people to Himself, to what purpose are these
instructions? Who will there be to profit by them ? ”

Those who ask this question evidently take it for granted
that the Lord was speaking to His disciples in the character
of Christians as belonging to the present dispensation of God’s
grace. Though at that time this dispensation had not com-
menced, and the disciples were still ]ews, there is no doubt
that the Lord frequently spoke to them, by anticipation, of
that which would belong to them after His death and resur-
rection. But it is equally true that He also spoke to them in
the character they then bore, of a believing remnant of Israel,
who clave to Him, though He was rejected by the nation as
a whole. It needs godly care, then, and the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit, to discern in which character the Lord is
regarding His disciples. In Matt. xxiv. there can be no
difficulty whatever in deciding the point. The instructions
given are for the use of jews dwelling in and about
jerusalem (see verses 15 and 16), and in a time when the
law, as given by Moses, is being enforced (see the reference
t0 the Sabbath-day, ver. zo). Further, the people to whom
these words are spoken will be expecting and anxiously. await-
ing the coming of Christ, and they need to be warned against
the delusions of false Christs that will present themselves
(ver. I24). But they will he expecting Him to come to them
on the earth, and not that they shall be caught up to Him in
the clouds. How meaningless to us to say: “Wherefore, if
they shall say to you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not
forth: Behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not ”
(ver. 26). That which would make it impossible for believers
of this dispensation to be moved by any such delusions, is the
fact that, before ever Christ comes to earth, the dead saints
are to be raised, and the living ones are to be changed and
caught up with them, in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
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air. That, and not the assurance that His coming will be
like the lightning flash, would be the argument, if argument
were needed, to satisfy the believer of to-day that he needrtot
go either to the desert or to the secret chamber to look for the
Lord. Another important point, in this connection, is that
the Lord speaks of His coming as the “coming of the Son qf
Jinn.” Now that is a title that is never used of Him in con-
nection with the Church, but only in relation to His earthly
judgments and reign.

It is quite plain that this chapter is given for the use of
people who will own jesus of Nazareth as the Christ, and who
will give heed to His words. But it is just as plain that they
will not be belonging to the Church, which is His body, but
will be jews, dwelling in judea, and looking for Christ to come
and save them in the flesh (ver. 22), and not to catch them up
into the air. That there will be such people is borne witness
to by many other scriptures. The prophet Zephaniah tells of
an afflicted and poor people, who trust in the name of the
Lord at a time when jerusalem is filthy and polluted (compare
verses 1 and 12 of chap. iii.). And this will be shortly before
the gathering of the nations about Ierusalem, that the Lord
may pour out His fierce anger upon them (ver. 8). Malachi
tells of a waiting people, whose delight is in the Lord, and on
whose account He owns the temple of their day as His temple
(chap. iii. 1). It is of them that He says, in verse 17: “And
they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in the day that I
do make even a peculiar treasure ” (R.V.).

In Matt. xxiv. the Lord speaks of the temple as “the /zoly
place” (ver. T15) ; while the reference to the abomination of
desolation, which will be set up there, tells us that the time is
that of the Antichrist and the great tribulation. In 2 Thess.
ii. 4, this temple is again owned as the temple of God, and
this acknowledgment of it leaves no room for doubt that there
will be a believing remnant of Abrahanfs seed who will
worship and offer sacrifice there, and for whose sake God
counts the temple as His house. In Dan. xi., too, we read
of a people who do know their God, who are joined to
Him in a holy covenant, and who have understanding (verses
28 to 33). Here, as in the other passages referred to, the
people in question are Jews in Jerusalem, and the time is the
time of the Antichrist, who presently takes away the daily
sacrifice and sets up the abomination that maketh desolate
(verse 31).
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These are the people, then, for whom the instructions of
Matt. xxiv. r are given, and to whom they will be perfectly
applicable. It is these very instructions that will give them
understanding, and enable them to escape in time; while the
many, who have trusted to the Antichrist, and made a league
with him, will fall byfire and sword, when he breaks that league
and begins to persecute them. ,

But perhaps it will be asked, If the directions of Matt. xxiv.
are intended for believing Jews, who will be in their own land
after the church has been taken away, why did the Lord
address them to His disciples as though they belonged to
them? And this brings us back to the question that we started
with. In which of these two distinct characters was the Lord
speaking to His disciples on this occasion? Was He
addressing them as a little company of believing Jews, who
owned Him as the Christ, while the bulk of the nation were
rejecting Him ? Or was He speaking to them, by anticipation,
as representatives of the saved ones of this present dispen-
sation? The chapter itself, as we have seen, furnishes abun-
dant evidence that it was in the former character that the Lord
was addressing them. The closing words of chapter xxiii.
had told” how the day was coming, though it might be far off,
when those who now rejected Him would hail His coming
again to save them from their hour of anguish. Upon this
the disciples had asked about His coming again and the over-
throw of the temple, of which He had also spoken, and chap.
xxiv. is His reply to their questions. These questions were
asked by them as Jews, personally concerned in all that
concerned their nation, theirland and their city. The Lord
did not hesitate to answer them fully 3 and His answer, thus
given, remains on record for those who shall occupy a‘ precisely
similar position in the days after this dispensation has closed.
But let us compare the Lord’s answer on this occasion with
one given by Him to a question of very similar character, put
by the same disciples a little later. In Acts i. 6 they asked
Him, “Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the king-
dom to Israel?” They still spoke as having part in all that
belonged to Israel ; for they had no knowledge yet of the
mighty change that was about to take place in their position
and character. But the Lord will no longer reply to them on
that ground. Instead of a full answer to their inquiry, such as
He hadpgiven on the previous occasion, He tells them that
they have nothin-Ir to do with times and seasons, but that theyZ3
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“ One Accord."

are shortly to receive power to be His witnesses throughout
the world. So much valuable instruction may be drawn from
this part of our subject, however, that it may be well to renew
the consideration of it next month.

“ ONE ACCORD." i
\HERE is often much instruction to be gained by taking
 note of the use the Holy Spirit makes of a particular
L’-- word. We have sometimes been greatly surprised,
when studying the Scriptures in this way, to find that some
word, which we had expected to meet with in various parts of
the Bible, was only used in some one or two of its books. In 9
this way a special character is stantped on these books, which l
will greatly help us to understand them rightly. l

An example of this may be found in the words at the head l
of this paper. The Greek word which is translated “with one l
accord ” occurs eleven times in the Acts of the Apostles, and,
with the exception of one occasion in Rom. xv. 6, nowhere
else in the New Testament. Let us look at these various places,
and take note of the circumstances connected with them, and
we shall not fail to see how it is just as long as the disciples
were acting in obedience to their Master’s commandments
that they were kept of om? armra’.

In chap. i. 4 we read that the Lord “commanded them that
they should not depart from jerusalern, but wait for the promise
of the Father.” This word of His they obeyed implicitly, and
so we find in verse 14 that “ these all ‘continued wit/1 one accord
in prayer and supplication.” There was an interval of ten days
between the ascent of the Lord jesus up into heaven and the
day of Pentecost; and the natural impulse would have been to
go out and begin to preach long before those ten days had
passed away. But they had been told that their testimony was
not to begin till after they had received power by the coming
of the Holy Spirit. Consequently, “when the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they were all wt’!/z one accord in one place.”
Being all of them entirely subject to the word of their Master,
they were all still of one accord.

And now, the Spirit being given, the time for their public
testimony had arrived. And we find that there was the same
scrupulous obedience to the commandments of the Lord in this
testimony that there had been in their previous waiting.

__— ~;——- -;:_ .. - _--- —- __--— _— 1_——— _ :— _-- -. _ -_ —__-; -_ - - __ - ____- __;-- _ --—" - -- ' _~_ --" ._: __—— _ ___
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Before He left them‘ He had said, “All authority hath been
given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you : and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
(Matt. xxviii. I8-2o, R.V.) And Acts ii. 41, 42 tell us how
faithfully these instructions had been carried out. The message
delivered that day had not been spoken simply with a view to
the sinner’s salvation _; the claims of God and the honour due
to His blessed Son took the first place; and yet remission of
sins for the guiltiest of all was shown to flow from the death of
the One, whom they had crucified, but God had raised from the
dead. The converts under such preaching were not of the sort
who, being assured of their own salvation, are indifferent to the
commandments of the One who had saved them. Neither
were the preachers slow to carry out the whole of their Lord’s
commission. Consequently, we are not surprised to be told
that- those who gladly received the word were baptised; nor
that “they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in --breaking of bread, and in prayers.” The
believers shad suddenly increased from “an hundred-K and
twenty” (chap. i. 1,5) to three thousand; but the same
obedience marked the new-born babes as the older disciples.
Hence, the one accord is still unbroken, and verses 46 and 47
show us how they continued “daily rrrzl’/z one accord in the
temple . . . praising God.” The obedience that had kept
them with one accord in prayer, led now to the same blessed
one accord in praise.

We now turn to chapter iv., where we read how the bitter,
persecuting spirit of priests and rulers had broken out again.
Nothing daunted, Peter and john were able to meet their
threatenings with the God-honouring appeal, “Whether it be
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto
God, judge ye.” Then, being let go, they returned to their
brethren and reported the whole matter to them. “ And when
they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God aren't/z one
accord.” Continued steadfastness in obedience went hand in
hand with continued unity; and God could still behold on
earth that good and pleasant sight in which He so much
delights (Ps. cxxxiii. 1). But we must put off till another
month the examination of the remaining places where these
words are found. .
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. l
THOUGHTS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM.

1|

_------ in--._\_,_¢I --is

“Labourers together with (iod it Cor. iii. 9?.
- 4 a u 1- I I

“ Unto you it is given to know the myster_]__es of the kmgdotn
of God ” ( Luke vni. to}.

Entrance tats the Kingdom---—» i l
“ Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot

enter into the klngdom of God” ijolrn iii. 5?. ‘ l
‘ Divine Commission to Workers----

“ Occupy till I come ” { Luke xix. t3). Parable of the Talents. ’
The Manner of the Work-- ' '

“A sower went out to sow his seed. . _ . The seed is P
the Word of God "ii -’l.uke viii. 5-11}. ‘Parable of the
Sower.

When to Work~»- ii
“Preach the \Vord; be instant in -season, out of season ""

{fa Tim. iv. ':*.}.
In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withholcl i.

not thine hand“ flilcclesiastes xi. 6).
* ..

How to Work~~-~ '
“He which sowetlr bountifully shall reap also bountifully” 1

(2 Cor. ix. 6i.
“Always abounding in the work of the Lord ii {I Cor. xv. if

K $

I

U1 O0 war

Interval between Spring-time and Harvest~---- "
“ Praying always " (Eph. vi. IS}. .
“-.\l'ow He that ministereth seed to the so-wer .

multiply your seed sown ii (2 Cor. ix. lo). i
“God that giveth the increase " it Cor. iii. 7).

The Harvest“-
“ Let us not be weary in well»-doing‘: for in due season see

.r/zaZZ retry, If we faint not i’ (Gal. vi. 9).
“ 'You1' labour 2'3 not 2'.-tr tzwa in the Lord ” (1 Cor. xi-. 58}.

_ ' “ I-le that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing ;b2'err'nrr.r seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, éu'.{':z;;'z'zzg /ifs l,

FI/!€tZ‘Z’e’.\‘ stir?/it Mm ” (Ps. cxxvi. 6}. t
“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” ((;;tl, oi_ 7}_

The Reward of the Labourer »~ _ l
“The labourer is worthy of his hire ii (Luke x. 7). l
*"\Vell done, good and faithful‘ servant; thou hast been l

faithful over a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over jl
- many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” .

(Matt. X31’. 23-,3. I

I-1

'||

Fifi



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

_,_ _ --- -. —— _____ __ - - . -—; -- --1. . — -—-— . --' - -- '" '- ‘"1’ — ' ' - ' ' -' -- '-'-'—- -1-_ --" —-r-- - - Tr-"'

i “I have redeemed thee, . . . thou art Mine.”
@ -(Isa. xliii. 1.}
I
L THOL-' sayest I am Thine, Lord,
3 For ever bound to Thee,

With ties which nought can sever
Through all eternity.

F Then take this heart, my Saviour.
“ion by Thy "loving grace ;

And let no other rival
i Usurp Thy rightful placef

1'

,; My will too, blessed Master, I
I’d yield to Thy command;

To bend it howsoever
l Thy wisdom may have planner‘.

l My time is Thine, Lord jesus,
1 Its moments and its days ;

, That each might he, henceforward, _
E Made fragrant with Thy praise.

My life is Thine, my Saviour,
Redeemed and owned by Thee ;

, Oh, consecrate me wholly,
And live Thy life through me.

I

All, alf I have is Thine, Lord,
Completely Thine alone ;

Even what I hold most precious,
I dare not call my own. “

F

I‘
|

il
Teach me, in full surrender,

To own Thy grace divine ;
That none but Thee may, henceforth,

! Bear sway o’er me and mine.__p|—-|q-I-Inn-nil

I U1.E:~"v.sR. , \\'. A. (_}.L—r

it EVERY wound our Lord inflicts is more deeply felt by Him
. than by us _.; but love will wound even the apple of the eye.
i Is it not precious to lie down, wearied, tired, at the feet of
‘ jesus? When the music of “ It is finished ” breaks on our

ear, we cease from our own works and enter into rest.
' Foa the utterly self-Condemned sinner, there is nothing but

encouragement in the whole compass of the Bible.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER.
, vi.

ii-1i-i-\.-_;--

“ ii-ivc us this {lay our daily bread.“
_\-

I
.-c

HE place that this single petition for our temporal negd
 occupies in this divinely-ordered prayer, with its seven
-- requests, is at once suggestive and comforting. The

first three petitions are for God’s glory; His name, His
kingdom, His will: and the last three for our spiritual needs;
our forgiveness, our protection, our deliverance. But this
middle one is for our temporal need, our daily bread.

One single request is enough to meet all the temporal needs
of those who are strangers on earth and pilgrims to heaven.
When the heart is full of desires for God’s glory, there is little
craving for the gratification of self. David could say, “ One
thing have I desired of the Lord” (Ps. xxvii. 4). Paul declared,
“One thing I do” (Phil. iii. 13); and when we can say the same,
then life is wonderfully simplified. That a simple petition
should suflice for our temporal needs, suggests that the child of
God should not seek great things for himself. On the other
hand, that this request occupies the place it does, tells us that our
needs are our Father’s care. We are not to think for a moment
that there is a want of spirituality in making known to our Father
our every-day needs. He loves to hear our cry, and nothing
can be too small or commonplace to bring to the throne of
grace. We make sharp divisions between holy and common
things, which God has never done. “ What God has cleansed
call not thou common,” was the word to Peter. “Whether
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God ” (I Cor. x. 31), is a commandment which we
never obey, save as we see in each meal the loving care of our
Father, and take the bread as the gift of His providing.

This may be more apparent to the one with no store, who,
like Elijah at the brook, waits for each meal to come fresh from
the hands of God, than to him whose daily supply seems to
need no special providence; though more apparent, yet it is
not more truly the case with the one than with the other. Of
each -it may be said, “That Thou givest them they gather”
(Ps. civ. 28). In different ways, but each in his special way,
they are dependent on a Father’s love. The strength, mental
and physical, to keep the situation, the health to enjoy the food,

This prayer, then, is the assurance to our hearts that our
are God’s gifts , as needful and as as real as the bread itself. Q
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. The L0m"s Prayer.
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temporal needs are our Father’s care ; but there is a limit and
a qualification. A limit ; for it is this day’s need, and not to-
morrow’s, for which we are taught to ask, and for which faith
may expect an answer. ’I‘o*m0rrow’s need will call for renewed
prayer on our part, and will bring forth fresh grace from our
Father. Take no thought for tovmorrow, that is, no anxious
thought; sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof (Matt. vi.
34). Then the qualification. It is Jazzy bread for which we are
to ask ; and this, we take it, means that we may ask and expect
the supply of those things which are in accordance with the
position in which God has placed us. We often hear Isaiah
xxxiii. I6, “Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be
sure,” quoted as the only promise applicable to the believer.
“You may expect bread and water,” they say. Prison diet for
a Kingis child I We do not believe it. “ He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things?” (Rom. viii. 32).
“Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy,” is written con-
cerning temporal mercies. Scripture recognises differences in
social position, hence the exhortation, “Let every man abide
in the same calling wherein he was called ” ( I Cor. vii. 20) ;
and in that position faith may look for the corresponding
supply. The exceptions, and there are such, do but prove the
rule. Sometimes the Father allows His beloved children to
learn how to suffer hunger tPhil. iv. 12), that so He may call
them up to a higher class in the school of faith. But, never-
theless, we may surely gather that the very instruction thus to
pray, is the guarantee that the cry will be heard. Divinely
taught, it shall also be divinely answered. We know it is God’s
will, remembering the exception already hinted at, hence it is
the true basis for child-like confidence (1 john v. 14).

Again, these sweet words are the acknowledgment on our
part, that all the supply of our daily needs comes from our
Father who is in heaven, the giver of every good and perfect
gift (james i. 17). I

How blessed to look past the instruments, away to the loving
Father. Who but our Father placed the coal in the bowels of
the earth, stored away so safely. all ready for our use, thousands
of years before we needed it? The seed corn and the herb for
food and medicine, the very variety of it all, as well as the
flower with fragrance and beauty, all tell out how He delights to
give, whom we call Father, and who for us -sparedsnot His Son,
His only Son. ._ s-
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Thus shall all life be sweetened, as we take each temporal
mercy that gladdens our daily path as a gift from our Father.
Let us also remember that these temporal gifts are earnests of
the eternal mercies which He has prepared for those that love
Him ( I. Cor. ii. 9), and who, as strangers here,-are content to
ask, “Give us this day our daily bread,” because they look
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God (Heb. xi, Io).

The Law, and the Christian’s relation to it. -
:~:o*r1»;s AT A BIHLF. ct.ass._

iiqq-q ,.

I.
[HERE is a distinction between Zara, as a principle, and
 t/ze law, as given by Moses to Israel. God is a great
(’- law-giver ; He regulates all things on the principle of
law. We speak of “the law of gravity” and “the laws of
nature.” These are merely names of great principles upon
which God acts. He operates through laws in all departments
of His great universal government. When, however, we speak
of “ the law,” we refer to a special thing that God has revealed
in the Scriptures, given at a specific time, to a special people,
and for a special purpose. So there is a great distinction
between law as a principle, and “the law ” as given by God to
Israel from Mount Sinai. We shall now turn to a few scriptures
in connection with our subject. Look at Romans v. 13, 14.»-
“For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not
imputed where there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression.” Adanfs sin was
the breach of a definite commandment. But, as we read here,
from Adam till Moses, God did not promulgate any law 5
therefore there was no such, thing as the breaking of any
cornniandment. Though there was no such thing as sin
against law, there was sin against conscience, or sin against a
certain measure of light that God had given. "Look at
Gal. iii. 19_--“ Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added
because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom
the promise was made.” The law came in as a separate thing,
430 years after the covenant with Abraham. Unto Israel were
committed the oracles of God (Romans iii. 2). “ To whom
pertaineth . . . the covenants, and the giving of the law ”&c.I
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(Rom. is. 4). These were some of the peculiar privileges of
the seed of Abraham. “The oracles of God ” included more
than the law; it included the whole canon of Old Testament
scriptures. “ What things soever the law saith, it saith to them
that are under the law.” That refers to the jews ; but the
next pa t__ of the verse embraces the whole world :-“That
every niouth may be stopped, and that av/Z the world may
become I-guilty before God.” It is most profitable for us to
see God’s purpose in giving the law. It was not given to
Israel merely that I/zeir mouth might be stopped and that 2‘/zey
might become subject to the judgment of God ; but it was
given in order that the whole world might see their helplessness,
and with shut mouth accept of sovereign grace. We see from
Rom. ii. 12-15 that the poor ignorant Gentile was not without
law; he had a certain measure of light given to him as to right
and wrong. Every religion and every iclolatrous service and
rite, whereby the poor, deluded, blind idolater seeks to pacify
his conscience, is a witness to the fact that God has made,
as it were, a transcript of the law in the heart of each man. It
may be very faint in some, almost obliterated, but, in some
degree, it is still there. There is the- witness within every
unconverted man, that makes him conscious that he is a sinner.
All religions bear witness to this solemn fact, that man is ~a
guilty sinner before God. The infidel is seeking by his
ingenuity to deceive others with the thought that sin is merely
an accident, and that there is no such a thing as moral guilt.
The Word of God testifies, and experience confirms the
testimony, that man is a guilty sinner. So that there is a
condemning power within him, although in a dispensational
sense, the Gentile has not the law and never had it, because it
was only given to Israel. ' Rom. v. 12 shows that the ‘whole
human race is guilty before God, and that those who have
sinned without the law, just as much as those who have sinned
under the law, shall be condemned by the law. In connection
with almost all the commandments-we find the words, r“ T/mu
5/zali not.” These words presuppose a tendency to evil which
the law brings out. The law first shows that God knew what
was in the heart of man, and He gave commandments that
brought this out. The law was not given in order that sin
might be restrained, and that man might be made -better.
“ The law entered that the offence might abound ” (Rom. v. 20).
“That sin, by the commandment, might become exceeding
sinful” (Rom. vii.*r3). ‘God had created man, and sin

7 I _
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entered; and in order to test man, and manifest what was in
him, the axe must be laid to the root of the tree. Man was
fully tested and shown to be incapable of doing any good thing,
and God saw that nothing would avail short of a new creation.
He therefore selected a certain people, and put them under
certain laws, hedging them round with ordinances, and so
disciplining and educating them, that it would be manifested
in them, proved to a demonstration, that nothing could be
done for man in the flesh, to make him better, and that there
was nothing for him but death, and a new life in resurrection.
We speak sometimes of the law as referring only to the ten
commandments; but they were only a part of the whole
system of social and political law and order, together with the
ceremonial observances, regulations, and worship of jehovah,
which was given to Israel. The ten commandments had a
particular purpose to fulfil in the wisdom of God. They were
given amidst the thunderings of Sinai, so that Moses said, “I
exceedingly fear and quake ” (Heb. xii. 21).

Now turn to Luke xviii. 2o. The first table of the law
applies to man’s duty to God, and the second to man’s duty to
his neighbour. The object that Christ had in view in telling
this young man to keep the commandments was to work
conviction in his heart. It was the law being brought to bear
upon his life, to show that he had never kept it, in order that
he might come with a closed mouth and submit himself to
God’s judgment. ,

___ _ _ _,,,__ . ___.___. . . . --—- »

THE MERCY-SEAT.

THE mercy-seat was a slab of pure gold which exactly covered
the ark. Each was two-and-a-half cubits long and one~and-a-
half cubits broad, and on this mercy-seat the blood of
atonement was sprinkled. This speaks of the Lord jesus in
resurrection. His precious death met all the claims of God
against the sinner. Even His obedience, perfect as it was,
could notdo more than satisfy the righteous demands of God ;
hut, blessed be God, it did not fall short of them. The mercy-seat
was not larger than the ark, but neither was it anything smaller.

At the two ends of the solid mass of gold whichiwent to
make the mercy-seat were to be made two cherubim. Between
these cherubim God dwelt, for this was His throne. “He
sitteth between the cherubim” (Psalm xcix.). A throne of
grace established in righteousness.
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II. ' .
‘P IO far we have seen nothing in the church at jerusalem
. but what was pleasing in God’s sight; and there has been,
’ therefore, no break in the “one accord.” But in Acts v.
we have the record of the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, and the
judgment of God swiftly following upon it. Yet, just because
the believers were walking in the fear of God, this sin was
promptly brought to light and dealt with by God Himself. The
consequence was that the people of Godwere once more “ all of
one accord,” while “of the rest durst no man join himself
to them.”

The next mention we find of these words is in chap. vii. 57,
where the infuriated ]ews rushed upon Stephen re/2'2‘/z one accord,
to put him to death. And again, in chap. xii. 2o, we read how
the men of Tyre and Sidon came *wz'z‘/z one accord to make peace
with-Herod. These two passages help to remind us that when
the power of the Lord is made manifest Satan is stirred up to
work in a corresponding way among his servants. It was so
when God gave Abram the victory over the four kings who had
taken Lot prisoner. Isaiah xli. 2-4 tells us of his victory, and
how God had brought it about; but the following verses show
us how the idolatrous nations were stirred up to more unity, so
that “they helped every one his neighbour; and every one
said to his brother, Be of good courage.” In the same way the
manifestations of God’s grace in His beloved Son led to that
extraordinary banding together of the enemies of God, when
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles andthe people of
Israel, were all gathered together against the Lord and His
Christ. -

We may notice, in passing, that the people of Samaria wick
one accord gave heed to the preaching of Philip (chap. viii. 6) ;
and we all know the happy fruits of his labours among them.
There had been’ a great scattering of the church at jerusalem,
owing to the persecution which followed on the death of Stephen.
But though Satan was in the persecution, God was otter it, and
the one accord among the listeners to the Gospel bare witness to
the power of God with those who preached it.

But we pass on to chap. xv. Satan, who had before stirred
up persecution from without, was now seeking to bring about
discord within. s , Certain men, coming from the church at
Jerusalem, had gone down ‘to Antioch, and had caused much
trouble by insisting that the..Gentile converts must be circum-

|-
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“ Orzo Accord.” -

cised and keep the law. At first there was “no small dis-
sension and disputation,” but at last it was decided to send
Paul and Barnabas, and certain others, to Jerusalem, to confer
with the apostles and elders about this question. This was
done, and the happiest results followed; so that a message of
peace was sent back to the church at Antioch from the apostles,
elders, and brethren at jerusalern. In this message they declare
how they were assembled 202)‘/1 one accord; and when the
message was delivered at Antioch, the saints there rejoiced at
the consolation it brought them.

But, alas I this is the last time we meet with these precious
words in connection with the people of God. Not many days
after these things, Paul proposed to Barnabas that they should
visit again the scenes of their former labours; and Barnabas
was determined to take Mark with them. Paul did not think
this wise, and there arose a sharp contention between the two,
which ended in a separation. As far as we know, they never
met again; and after this we have no further mention of one
accord among the people of God to the end of the Acts. We
find the words in chaps. xviii. 12 and xix. 29, but on both
occasions it is the enemies of the truth who are of one accord.

In conclusion, let us turn to the only occasion where this
expression is used outside the Acts of the Apostles. We find
it in Rom. xv. 6--“That ye may with one mind (raft/E one accord,
the same word as that we have been considering) and one
mouth glorify God.” It isjust what the apostle desired to see
among the saints at Corinth, when he besought them all to
speak the same thing, and to be perfectly joined together in the
same mind (1 Cor. i. IO). But how is this to be attained to?
By individual subjection to the Word of God, and by patient
forbearance one with another. When the apostle prays that
God will grant to the saints at Rome “to be of the same mind
one with another” (Rom. xv. 5, R.V.), he speaks of Him as the
God of patience and comfort; and we need not hope to be
used of God in leading others to oneness of mind unlesswe
have learned to exercise something of the patience of God our-
selves, and are able in measure to comfort and build them up.)
But, on the other hand, the one accord which is so precious
in the sight of God can never exist where there is not subjection
to the revealed will of God. If some authority than the Word
of God is acknowledged, the commandment of God becomes
of none effect. It was oneness of mind, “according to Christ
focus,” that Paul prayed to see produced among the Roman
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Maranacka.

believers ; and the foundation of all such oneness of mind
must lie in unquestioning obedience to the Word of God. We
may “ all speak the same thing,” we may have the “ one mouth,”
on a united platform for a special occasion; but what is that
worth in the sight of God if it is not the result of being all of
one accord? If the Word of God is honestly owned as the one
absolute authority, then we can look to God for the grace and
patience that shall lead to our being of one accord. But the
attempt to act together with believers who have not discerned
the sin of allowing human traditions to over-ride God’s command-
ments, can only lead to disaster. .

-' - - -In---a--'“ " ' ' " _ ' -——-

M A R A N A T H A (The Lord will come).
- VII.

,\ Q yHEN we left this subject last month, we were noticing
how different was the way in which the Lord spoke

'i - t'o His disciples, before and after His resurrection,
in answer to questions very similar in character. In Matt.
xxiv. He addressed them in their character of believing Jews,
sharing in the national promises and expectations, though for
the time suffering persecution at the hands of the unbelieving
portion of the nation. But in Acts i. it is quite different.
The disciples, it is true, were in no way aware of the true
character of the Church, or that any such distinct body, of
which they were to form a part, was about to be formed. The
thought of the two brethren in Luke xxiv. 21, “We trusted that
it had been He which should have redeemed Israel,” was no
doubt common to all of them; and it was in accordance with
this thought that they put the question, _“ Lord, wilt Thou at
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” But the Lord
had quite other thoughts concerning them now. Through
them, on the previous occasion, He had addressed important
words of encouragement and instruction to the believing
remnant of Israel who shall presently be called upon to suffer
for His name during the reign of the Antichrist. But now
He speaks to them as bearing quite a different character. As
Jews they had everything to do with times and seasons. The
prophetic scriptures had measured out, with unerring accuracy,
the days that were to elapse between the,“ going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem” and the
final reconciliationof Israel, with the end of their transgression
and the anointing of the Holy of Holies (see Dan. ix. 24, 2 5).
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All this belonged to Daniel’s people and city, the Iews and
; jerusalem ; and when the Lord, long after, is addressing the
; disciples as belonging to the same people, He treats fully of
H times and seasons, and of the signs that shall go before His
= manifestation in glory upon the earth.

| Now every one who has ever considered that wonderful
I prophecy in Dan. ix. knows that a remarkable break has come I
l in, so that the continuance of its fulfilment has been arrested. I
~ Seventy sevens, or 490 years, the angel told Daniel, were to be I
I accomplished in bringing about the final blessing and restora-
i tion of -his people. These 49o years were to date from a
~ certain decree to rebuild Jerusalem, which was afterwards made
i by Artaxerxes in the twentieth year of his reign (Neh. ii. I-8).

Seven sevens and sixty~two sevens, or 49 years and 434 years,
were to see the building of the wall and the cutting off of the
Messiah accomplished ; and that has been literally fulfilled.
But what about the remaining seven years, and all that they
were to bring to pass ? Nothing of all this has been fulfilled.
The nation still remains unreconciled, and their transgression
unpardoned. What has become of that last seven years, that
remainder of the times and seasons? The answer is very plain.
In judgment upon the guilty nation, for their rejection of His
Son, God has set them aside altogether for a time, and has
taken the opportunity, if we may so express it, to call out the
heavenly people, the Church of the present -dispensation. He
has told us nothing whatever as to how long this period shall
last. We look back to Calvary and we look forward to the
coming again of our blessed Lord. Our attitude is that of
waiting for the One whom God raised from the dead, and not

T of counting up dates. But the nation are intensely interested
in times and seasons. The day is coming when they will enter
into a seven years’ covenant with the Antichrist king; and,
while the bulk of the nation will no more understand that they
are fulfilling prophecy than their fathers did When they shouted,
“ Crucify Him, crucify Him,” there will be a believing remnant
among them, made wise by reading Dan. ix. and Matt. xxiv.,
who will be counting the days till those seven years shall have
run, knowing that then the coming One will come.

But in Acts i. the disciples are looked upon by the Lord as
belonging to the heavenly people of this age, who will be called
away before the times and seasons, broken off after sixty-nine
of the sevens, can be taken up again and completed during the
seven years’ covenant we have referred to. It is on this account

III ‘I-I-I-I _. —|_1-uni ;_—h|,.|_-__ I |-.|_|-___ 1-" -_—|-I III||_ pq" 1- 1 |-all -L III ' I -'_""_|"_ —' ---" ‘I _.1-I
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The Law, and the C‘/zrz'sz‘z};m’s re/az‘z'0¢z to 2'2‘.
_ ._.__ _. ___ __ -

that when they ask, “ Wilt Thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel?” the Lord answers, “It is not for you to
know times and seasons, which the Father hath set within His
own authority. But, ye shall receive power, when the Holy
Ghost is come upon you ; and ye shall be My witnesses both
in jerusalem, and in all judtea and Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth ” (Acts i. 7, 8, R.V.).

This contrast between the Lord’s action in Matt. xxiv. and
that in Acts i. helps to make it very plain that while He was
speaking to the same disciples in each case, He spoke to them
as representatives of two distinct bodies. If we confound His
instructions to them in the one character with the words
addressed to them in the other, we are landed in utter confusion.
Not only so. The precious words of guidance and encourage-
ment, given for the help of the faithful, suffering remnant in
the hour of ]acob’s trouble, are actually wrested to put a
lengthened period between our souls and the blessed hope
for which we should be looking in daily expectation.

The Law, and the Christiatfs relation to it.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS-

II. -
§é‘,:; ET us look next at an important passage in 2 Cor. iii.-~

“The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (verse 6).
In verse 7 you will observe that the special allusion

here is to that which was “written and engraven in stones,”
plainly referring to the ten commandments. These ten
commandments are called here “ theministration of death”
and “the ministration of condemnation.” That was God’s
description of what the law was, and what it must be to the
flesh. It first condemns, and then it kills. That is all the law
can do. That is the object for which it was given. You see
that there is a special character attaching to these ten com-
mandments. They are, as it were, the kernel of the law’s
condemning power. Read now in 1 Cor. xv.~—-—-“ The sting of
death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law ” (verse 56). ]ust
as the strength of a man’s guilt is seen in his laying hold of
that which belongs to his neighbour, so the superior strength
of the law is seen in its representative, the policeman, laying
hold of him and committing him to prison, for trial and

 77
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judgment. The mighty condemning power of sin is this——-
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God is a great Law-giver, and the claims of His throne must
be maintained. Because God is the Creator, He has a right
to govern what He has created. And when sin comes in, God
must vindicate the righteousness of His throne 5 His law must
be upheld and honoured. Sin, through the law, brings con-
demnation and death down upon the head of the guilty one.

God did not merely gather Israel around Mount Sinai and
give them the ten commandments. He did much more for
them than that. Along with the ten commandments He gave
them the whole system of social and ceremonial ordinances.
He gave them instructions applicable to every department of
their life. In reading the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy,
I have been struck with the variety of instruction that jehovah
gave to His people in their relationship to Himself and their
brethren. It manifests the great care of God over His people.
What nation under the sun had laws so wise and perfect as we
have in these books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy? They
are full of perfect wisdom for man in the flesh and on the earth.
God will never be able to form anything better suited for man
on the earth. When Christ reigns, the glory of His kingdom
on earth will be that in His government the laws of Moses will
be carried out. What I want to bring before you is this-—
When God chose His people Israel and brought them out
to Himself, and put them under that which was the ministry of
death, He did not leave them with that alone, but He hedged
them round about in the most gracious way. He calls them
His vineyard. Just as a man takes a piece of ground and
hedges it round about, and digs, and dungs, and waters it, and
bestows care and toil upon it, and watches over it night and
day, and lets nothing hurt it. That is a little picture of the
care that God had over Israel. Do you see the object that
God had in view in giving, along with the law, all those
ordinances and instructions, the priesthood, and, most wonder-
ful of all, the glorious manifestation of His presence in their
midst, in the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night?
It was to test man in the flesh under the very best circum-
stances. God says, in Isaiah v. 4, “ What could have been done
more to My vineyard, that I have not done in it P ” He offered
to be everything to them, and to deliver them from all their
enemies, if they would only keep His commandments. - How
did they treat God for His care over them? They broke His
commandments and despised His laws; and when He sent

78 -
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His only-b 3:-gotten and well-beloved Son, they put Him to death. l
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There is man in the flesh. God chose a special people, and
dealt with them in a special way, brought them to the foot of
Mount Sinai, gave them the law, cared for them, watched over
them, sent His prophets to them, dealt with them in judgment,
and brought them back from Babylon ; yet, in their blindness
and hardness of heart, the very lawyers that read and
meditated upon the law ,of the Lord, the very priests who
offered sacrifices on God’s altar, all banded themselves to-
gether to murder God’s Son. You see how that by the law,
sin, instead of being repressed, was brought out in all its
hideous blackness and filthiness. It showed that if man was to
be blessed, it could only be through death and resurrection.
It must be through the putting to death of the old sinful nature,
and the imparting of a new life, through faith in Christ crucified
and risen from the dead. So you see the deep purpose of God
in giving the law. With that in view, look at Rom. iii. I9,
“That all the world may become subject to the judgment of
God.” What is the meaning of that? just this-——That there
is no use in my trying to work out a righteousness of my own,
after Israel has so utterly failed. What is the use of my trying
to get righteousness by keeping the commandments? What
is the use of my ever hoping to obtain righteousness bylaw-
keeping, when God has proved man to be absolutely corrupt
and sinful? There is nothing for man but to be born from
above. By this trial, during the period of law, all the world is
condemned and brought under the judgment of God. When
the sinner submits himself to the judgment of God, ]esus is
revealed as the ONE in whom God’s righteousness is estab-
lished, and pardon and life are imparted through faith in Him.

RATHER let us look by faith to Christ at Godis right hand,
than at the mountain of clifficulties before our eyes.

Gnownvo acquaintance with Christ makes Him" more and
more precious to our souls.

WE should airways be in our Lord’s presence, in garments of
glory and beauty befitting such a place; when we leave His
presence we are less careful.

IF. Christ will not be satisfied with His present glory at the
right hand of God without having His Church—the members
of His body-—with Him, how can we be content without Him

" 79

in this valley of the shadow of death--this present evil world?
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BIBLE STUDY—WORKS.
E would earnestly commend to the serious attention

 of the beloved children of God, the following Bible
_ study on a subject of deep importance. Why are

so many of us in an unhealthy condition of soul? Is it not
through neglect of the plain commandments of the Lord as
to godly living, and a want of diligence in showing forth to
the world our living faith by living works? May we all,
relying on the mighty power of God‘ working in us, henceforth
seek to be disciples, followers and imitators of Him who
always went about doing good, seeking the glory of His God
and Father, and who could say, “I do always those things that
please Him. ” The time for discipleship is indeed short, and
a godly, consistent walk, along with activity in teaching and
spreading the glad tidings of the kingdom, according to our
different abilities and opportunities, is both pleasing to our
God and Father, and must yield a rich harvest to His glory!

May He whose words they are apply His message by His
Holy Spirit to the heart and conscience of the reader.
Goo”s puejooses concernzwg us.---

“That He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto Himself a peculiar people, .eeoZous tfgood works.”
-—Titus ii. I4.

“We are His workmanship, created in C/iris! fesus unto
good works, to/22':/2 Goo’ /zatk oefore oro’oz'neri z‘/mt’ we
skould walk in them.”-—Eph. ii. 1o.

THE P.-452", Works (kefore Soiooflorz) Deere’ and l/Vz'skeo’.---
“You, that were sometime alienated, and enemies in your

mind by ‘zoieked zoorks.”---Col. i. 2 1.
“How much more shall the blood of Christ . . .

purge your conscience from dead *zoorks?”—--Heb. ix. 14.
“Who hath saved us . . . . not according to our

works, but according to His own purpose and grace.”-—
2 Tim. i. 9.

works, lest any man should boast.”——Eph. ii. 8, 9.
THE PRE.?ENT. Works (after Saloofion) Good and Lioz'ng.~--

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un-
moveable, always ooozmo'z'rzg in z‘/ze work of 2‘/ze Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.”-— I Cor. xv. 58.

“Rich in good 'zoorks.”—-1 Tim. vi. 18..
“ Be not weary in well-doing.”--2 Thess. iii. 13

‘fi_ —" --— ' ___"_' ___‘ ' ' .‘h-II _ “"" _-- ' — -- " ' _.I_ “ ' —""""_i _ ——- - ' _ — _ _ _
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“For by grace are ye saved through faith . . . notef
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“The Gentiles . . . may by your good works, which they
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.”--- ,
1 Peter ii. 12. I

“God is able to 'make all grace abound toward you ; that E
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may ahozmd i
unto every good work.”-—2 Cor. ix. 8.

“ Let us consider one another, to provoke unto love and to
good works.”-—Heb. x. 24.

“ I will therefore . . . that women adorn themselves
. . . with good wor'ks.”--I Tim. ii. 8-1o._

“In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works.”——-
Titus ii. 7. 7

' “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou
afiirm constantly, that they which have believed in God
might be careful to maintain good *zoorks.”-—-Titus iii. 8.

“Put them in mind . . . to be ready to eoery good
work.”—-Titus iii. 1.

“ Well reported of for good works.”--1 Tim. v. to.
“ Prepared unto every good work.”-—2 Tim. ii. 21.
“Throughly furnished unto all good works.”--2 Tim. iii. 1 7.
“ Fruitful in every good wort-k.”—-Col. i. to.
“ Faith, if it have not works, is dead.”---]as. ii. 17.
“Now the God of Peace . . . make you perfect in

every good work to do His will, working in you that
which is well-pleasing in His sight, through jesus
Christ.”-—Heb. xiii. 2o, 21.

“ Now our Lord ]esus'Christ Himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved us . . . stablish you in
every good word and work.”—-2 Thess. ii. 16, 17.

THE FUTURE as to the Betieoeris lVorks:-—
“ God is not unrighteous to forget your work and Zakozrr

.<yfZorJe.”-—-Heb. vi. IO.
“ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence-

forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from
thew /ahozers,- and their works do follow them.”—-
Rev. xiv. I 3. ' A -

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declare it . . the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is."-—-1 Cor. iii. 13. -

“I know thy works.”--Rev. iii. 15.
“He that hath an hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith

unto the churches.”—-Rev. iii. 22.
81
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THE LORD’S PRAYER.
v11.

‘iii:-u—-Q-i

“ And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors ” (Matt, vi. I2).

f |HIS is the only petition in the prayer upon which our
 l Lord makes any comment. As if to enforce and
C’-— emphasise its meaning, he adds a kind of foot-note
in verses 14 and I 5, thus—-“For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your heavenly
Father forgive your trespasses.”

At the very outset, it is well to be quite clear what is the
character of the forgiveness which His '-disciples are here
taught to ask for. Forgiveness, in the abstract, is the same,
however looked at and by whomsoever granted; and yet, in
its scope, it is after all a matter of relationship. The
disobedient son and the rebellious subject both need forgive-
ness, but the pardon of the parent and of the king bring very
different results. The believer can never have to do with
God as a judge, but always as a Father. For him the sin
question was for eversettled at the Cross; so, with Toplady,
he may sing— 1 -

“' The wrath of a sin-hating God
With me can have nothing to do ;

For jesus, the Lamb, by His blood,
Hides all my transgressions from view.” .

But though the penal question is settled once for all, the filial
one is not. As children of our heavenly Father we can only
enjoy His smile as we walk in the light. The link of relation-
ship is so strong that all the powers of darkness cannot break it;
but the link of communion ‘is so tender that an angry look will
dissolve it. Christian, this should make use watchful. But,
praise the Lord, it may be formed again, and this should
keep us from despair. “If we confess our sins ” (is the wordin
I john i. 9), “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” But “If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord" will not hear me ”
(Ps. lxvi. 18). And the confession cannot be real if I allow
hard, unforgiving thoughts in my heart concerning even those
who have wronged me.

To insist upon one’s rights might be allowable unde.r the
law, when man was, as it were, upon his trial; but now that
the verdict of guilty has been brought in, it ill becomes the
pardoned sinner to indulge in such talk. '

82
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The Lord’s Prayer.

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, was all very well for
those who sought for righteousness by the works of the law;
but how shall those who confess that they owe everything to
pardoning grace speak thus E’ Now, in free grace, Godsoflfers
pardon to the guilty. On this platform only may the sinner
meet God, and this gives a special character to the present
dispensation. How can the one who has had his ten thousand
talent debt forgiven begin to talk of rights? If I take my
brother by the throat, it is because I forget hOvv mneh I
have been forgiven myself. Eph. iv. 32 gives the extent to
which our forgiveness to others should go—-“Ewen as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Matt. xviii. records the
sad and solemn history of the forgiven slave who wem; out
from his master’s presence to take his fellow-servant by the
throat. How miserable 1 Do you wonder his lord was wroth
with him? Don’t let us only be indignant with the servant
and then pass on. No, we must remember the words, and
not try to soften them down---“ So likewise shall My heavenly
Father do also unto you, if ‘ye from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother their trespasses ” (Matt. xviii. 35). I

Another thought the words suggest, that all the time of our
wilderness journey we shall have occasion to forgive. Forgive-
ness is a plant that only grows in the wilderness; it zis never

fozmd on the other side. Oh, my brother, forgive now ; for in
a little while the opportunity will have gone for ever!

The joy of exercising forgiveness is a joy quite unknown in
heaven. Anger, malice, and unkindness are a mist which
shuts out the sunlight of a Father’s smile. Then, oh, let it
not gather round our soul I

The blessed Lord, when surrounded by mocking enemies
on the shameful Cross, cries, “Father, forgive them.” The
noble Stephen kneels as his murderers hurl the cruel stones
at him, and prays. What for? For their destruction? No 5
for their forgiveness. The apostle Paul, left alone to face
the wicked ]ews, does not rail at those who had deserted
him, but prays for them. Not once or twice, but many times,
in a Christian course, through our dulness and misunder-
standings, ‘as well as because of the awkwardness of others,
we shall have occasion to forgive. The flesh in us so often
brings out the flesh in others; therefore, let us be ready to
forgive. We know not ourselves fully, still less can we guess
at the hidden depths in others; therefore, let us forgive.
Let us make up our mind for this, that we shall often be
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T/ze L0rd’s Prayer.

called upon to forgive; and if we do it for Christ’s sake, and
in His strength, we shall be enabled to do it from the heart
with joy.

Again, this prayer shows us that we are weak ones. How
much more have we to be forgiven than to forgive! Sins of
commission and omission; things done, and things left
undone. Yes; we need again and again the sweet sense of
the forgiving love of our Father.' Forgiveness is a God-like
grace, and while we may exercise it in measure, it is only in
God Himself that its perfection is seen to shine out. Well
might Micah the prophet eztclaim, as he saw in vision a
restored and pardoned Israel before him (chap. vii. 18),
“Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?
He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He defzlg/zfez‘/z in
mercy.”

How blessed then to know that He will indeed forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and muck more. As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so is His mercy greater
than rnan’s. Nay, as the Creator excels the creature, and the
Divine the human, so do His mercy and His forgiveness
transcend those of the most devoted of His children.

THE troubles of the way do us good service if they raise the
eyes of our mind to look at things unseen and eternal.

‘THE forgiveness of God is like the God who grants it—-
everlasting, all-comprehensive, immeasurable.

As a vessel takes its shape from the mould, so should our
will be formed in the mould of the will of God ; then shall we
have everything our own way (john xv. 7).

IF unbelief prevails in saints, they slight the assemblies of
God’s people; but let ‘ifs who diligently frequent them be able
to say, “We have seen the Lord,”—-that will be the best rebuke
for the negligent. n

THOSE who know what it is to deal much with God know
that their hopes and desires must, as it were, be buried, and
that they must leave it with Him to bring about a resurrection
in His own time and way.

THE man of God must be content to walk alone with God.
He" must be satisfied, because God knows, whoever else may
misunderstand H - i '
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H I! iTHE DAY OF BATTLE.

The children of Ephraim, [wing armed, and carrying bows, mrmd am
in the day qfbatt1e.”———Psalm lxxviii. 9. _

Ii

, ACKSLIDING begins with a thought, which, being
indulged in, leads to acts of disobedience. Terrible
results followed from the one act of disobedience of I

Adam and Eve (Rom. v. I2-I9), far-reaching and over-
whelming in its effects. This one act had its rise in a thought,
followed by a look (Gen. iii. 3-6). Israel in the wilderness
remembered the fish, melons, and cucumbers, of which they
had freely eaten in Egypt (a figure of secret backsliding, known
only to the Christian and the Lord), and the onions, leeks, and
garlic (strong-smelling vegetables—-a figure of open declension
seen by all). These thoughts were quickly followed by a~
mutinous act ; for they said, “Let us make us a captain, and
let us return z'2zz'0 Egypt.” God had said concerning Egypt,
“Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.” And as we
trace the history of man in the Holy Scriptures from age to
age, we see that his pathway through life is characterised by
self-will and -disobedience. For example, the downfall and
failure of King Saul commenced in an act of disobedience,
when he spared Agag, king of the Amalekites, although God
had distinctly commanded him to utterly destroy the
Amalekites (1 Sam. xv. 3, 9, 26). Solomon’s departure from
God had its origin in disobedience, for the Lord had said of
Israel’s king, that “he shall not multiply horses, . . . nor
cause the people to return to Egypt, . . . neither shall he
multiply wives unto himself, H . . . neither shall he greatly
multiply unto himself silver and gold ” (Deut. xvii. 16, 17).
But, alas! Solomon, who commenced well, turned back in the
day of battle. He acted in each of these three cases contrary
to God’s express command 5 for it is written of him that he had
fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen,
which he brought out of Egypt _; that he made silver to be in
Ierusalem as stones; and that he loved many and strange
wives. This was the commencement of his departure from
God, and was followed by the erection of idolatrous temples"
for the worship of heathen gods; God “was angry with
Solomon because he kept not that which the Lord commanded”
(1 Kings x. 26-29, xi. 1-1o). Israel imitated this king, for
“they kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in
His law, and forgat His works ” ; and, as the result of this dis-
H 35
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"‘ T/26 Day of Battle.” y

obedience, “Ephraim, all/rough armed, . . . turned dark
in the day of &az‘z‘le.”

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written
for our learning ” 5 and the victories and failures of Israel are faith-
fullyrecorded for our encouragement and warning (1 Cor. x. 6-1 1).

The Lord ]esus says to His disciples, “ If ye love Me, keep
My commandments.” “This is the love of God that ye keep
His commandments” ; and a special manifestation of His
presence and power is promised to the obedient in John xiv. 2 1.
And surely, beloved, this is the day of battle, and victory
depends, as it ever did, on our lowly, obedient walk in this
scene of conflict. The principalities, powers, and hosts of
darkness are drawn up in mighty array against the children of
light ; but our Commander, who leads the way, has provided
for us the armour of light ; and, like Ephraim, we shall be fully
armed with helmet, breastplate, shield, and sword (Eph. vi.),
but not to turn back in the day of battle, but rather, like
Caleb and Joshua, to fully follow the Lord. “If any man
draw dark, My soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Heb. x. 38).
“ No man, having put his hand to the plough, and Zooéirzg éac/5,
is fit for the kingdom of God ” (Luke ix. 62). “ W2 are not of
them who draw back unto perdition ” (Heb. x. 39). God has
sworn that He will have war with Amalek (a type of the flesh)
from generation to generation (Exodus xvii. 16). Let us, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, fight against the flesh, making no
provision for its lusts (Rom. xiii. 14), giving it no quarter,
abstaining from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul
(1 Peter ii. 11), and “enduring hardness as good soldiers of
]esus Christ,” for “ No man that warreth entangleth himselfwith
the affairs of this life, that he may please Him who hath
chosen him to be a soldier ” (2 Tim. ii. 3, 4).

Many around us who had gone forth to the battle, apparently
fully armed, have already turned back, led away by the
passing trifles of this world, and overcome by the fiery darts
of the wicked one. They ceased to watch and pray, and, like
Israel, they set not their heart aright, and their spirit was not
steadfast with God, and they kept not His covenant. Let us
take warning and keep ourselves in the love of God ; so will
HE-=' keep our feet from stumbling. T Let us not be high-minded,
but fear; for ay grace we stand. 3 “ Let us not sleep, as do
others, but rlet us watch and be sober.” The voice of our
Commander is heard above the din of battle, “Watch ye, stand
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. xvi. 13).

T 1‘ —__ -- — —.r _.. -JIM."
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“ Z722 Day of Battle.”

Let us remember, beloved, that strength for conflict and
victory lies in obedience; and the knowledge of our Father’s
will is only to be obtained by a prayerful and diligent study of
Hts Word. So shall we be imitators of that meek and-lowly
One, whose (heart was ever full of tender compassion for the
Effing ; and our path, like His, will be one of separation to
God from the world. So shall we be; good soldiers of ]esus
Christ, “holding fast the form of soundiwords,” and “ earnestly
contending for the faith, once for all delivered to the saints.”
“We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph.
vi. 12). These are formidable foes, but the same God who
gave Israel the victory over the seven nations of Canaan-—
greater and mightier than themselves---is our God too, and on
our side. Who then can be against us? The weapons He
has armed us with in this day of fierce conflict are not “carnal,”
(f0I‘, though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh), “ but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-
holds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor.
X- 3-5). The Lord estimates our service in a liberal manner,
f0l' “he that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and
he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Prov.
Xvi. 32). The battle against Amalek must go on till the weary
soldier is “ put to sleep by Jesus,” or till the sound of the
trumpet and the voice of the archangel bid us cease from
strife. Then, caught up into the presence of the Lord, we
shall sing aloud the song of triumph and of victory, “Not unto
1.18, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name be the praise,
. . . for Thou art worthy to receive glory, honour, and
power.” Let us seek that the one aim of our life may be
expressed in the words, “To me to live is Clzrz'st." Then, like
the aged apostle in view of the glory, we shall be able humbly
to say, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
course, I have kept the faith.” “For whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith” (r ]ohn v. 4).

 '___ " _ .'_ _ _. —;- _ - -- -—

THOUGH Christ can be grieved at a thousand things in us
that no eye but His can see, yet none so easily pleased as He
by our little endeavours of love. 9
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M A R A N A T H A (The L01-<1 will come).
VIII.

-2: NOTHER objection commonly raised to the distinction
 between the Lor_d’s coming to receive His people to
-- -_— Himself, and HIS manifestation 111 glory to overthrow
the Antichrist and to set up His own kingdom, is as follows :--
“If you put an interval of time between these two,” it is
argued, “you make a third coming of Christ. Now we read
in Hebrews ix. 28 that He shall come a second " time; but
where does it tell us that He will come a third time?”

A very simple, but a very complete, answer to this objection,
will be found by turning back to the Old Testament, and
carefully noting what is said there about the coming of the
Messiah. Where does it state in word that He will come twice?
Passages that contain the most distinct reference to both
comings speak as if there was only one. Look, for instance,
at Isa. lxi. 1, 2. When the Lord Jesus commenced to read this
scripture in the synagogue at Nazareth, He stopped in the
middle of the second verse, and said,“ This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears (Luke iv. 2r). Up to the point He had
just read, that was strictly true. The Gospel was preached, and
all its blessed consequences were declared ; but what followed;
“the day of vengeance of our God,” had not come then, nor
has it even now, for it belongs to the second coming of the
Lord. Yet there was nothing in the passage to mark the
distinction; and it was not till Jesus, after His resurrection,
expounded to His disciples all the things concerning Himself,
out of the Scriptures, that they were at all able to realise that
there was to be an interval between His coming to accomplish
our redemption and His coming again in Glory.

In the Old Testament, then, the coming of Christ is regarded
as one. But after His death and resurrection, He com-
missioned His disciples to be His witnesses in the earth, and,
having assured them that He would come again to receive
them to Himself, He was taken up into Heaven. This leads
us to await His second coming that He may accomplish all
that is yet unfulfilled of the prophetic scriptures. But that
second coming may--nay, must--include many separate stages,
many separate acts of the great drama. The taking up of the
Church, the judgment-seat of Christ for His saints, the
destruction of the Antichrist, the Millennial reign, the Great
White Throne; all these belong to His second coming, but
they are spread over a long period. The first coming, as
opened up to us by the New Testament, was in weakness, as
the self-emptied and dependent One, to die. The second
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I coming, with all its various stages, is in power to put down His
enemies, to execute judgment and to reign. Every incident of

I His lowly life and ignominious death belonged to His first
i coming, not the mere moment of His birth. In like manner

all the acts of His power and triumph belong to His second
‘ coming. 33 33 33 ,3 33 33 33

The Law, and the Christianfs relation to it.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS.-—III.

_ K
\ .

. - J _

.\ E have seen how the law has brought in man guilty ;
, how, as it has been illustrated, it is like a plumb-line

held to a wall that has gone off the straight. The
; plumb-line shows that the wall is off the straight, and how far
I it is off; but it has no power to set it right. That is just like

the law toward man. It had power to bring him in guilty,
I but could not set him right. Look at Rom. viii. 3, “For
I what the law roala’ not do, in that it was weak through the

flesh, God Sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin condemned sin in the flesh.” The law could

E neither justify, nor set free from sin and death; it could
if - neither give life nor righteousness. “If there had been a law

given which could have given life, verily righteousness should
have been by the law” (Gal. iii. 21). “If righteousness come

I by the- law, then Christ is dead in vain ” (Gal. ii. 21). “For
, the law made nothing perfect, but it was the bringing in of a

better hope” (Heb. vii. 19). “No man is justified by the
law in the sight of ' God.” There were two things that we

,4 stood in need of as guilty sinners; life and righteousness. In
the sight of God every man by nature is guilty and dead, and
what we needed was righteousness and life; but the law could
give neither the one nor the other. The law could only
condemn and kill me. “The law was weak through the flesh.”
The law answers the purpose for which God gave it, and that
never was to make a man righteous or impart life to him, but to
bring him in guilty, and leave him without a word of excuse.

The conviction that the Holy Spirit now works in the soul
J is upon a different ground from that which the law brings

about. The-law works conviction upon the ground of natural
conscience. A man’s mere natural conscience condemns him
for getting drunk, or for similar sins ; he knows that these are
wrong by his natural conscience. The Holy Spirit’s ground
of conviction in John xvi. 9 is, “ Of sin, because they believe
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T/ze Law, and I/ze C/zrz'sz‘z'an’.r relation Z0 2'2‘.

not on Me.” So that God’s great controversy with the world
is not so much the law question as the sin question. It is,
Have you believed on the Son? God’s controversy with the
world by the Holy Spirit is not so much, “You have broken
thelaw and committed great sins.” That is all true, and men
will be punished in hell for the sins they have committed;
but there is something blacker and fouler ; and that is, they
do not believe on God’s Son, and that is the Spirit’s ground
of conviction. Let those who seek to preach the Gospel
never forget that there is the double ground of conviction.
When we begin to think what the love of God is, and what
He has done for this poor, blind, deluded world in giving
His Son, does it not seem infinitely worse than all other sins
that man should treat with indiflerence the gift of God’s love?
That is the principal burden of the Holy Spirit’s testimony,
convincing the world of sin, because they believe not in Christ.

We have seen what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh. What is God’s way of delivering
you and me from the curse, and condemnation, and guilt, that
pertain to us as law-breakers? Gal. iii. 13--“ Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us.” In the wondrous, infinite love of our God the law is
vindicated, upheld, and magnified by Christ’s bearing the curse
for us. The precious truth of substitution, the just suffering
for the unjust, is the foundation truth of the whole Gospel.

Did the death of Christ annul the law ? Read Rom x. 4-
“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth.” It has been said that “the end of the rope
is the end of the law.” When a man is hung, that is all the
law can do against him ; that is the end of the law concerning
him. This illustrates how God reckons the believer to be free
from the law. It is not only that Christ died for him; it is
more. It is that God reckons the believer to have died with
Christ. Then, is the law dead? No, it is alive and as ready
to condemn as ever. But the believer is dead ; he is reckoned
by God to have died with Christ. Romans vii. shows this.
We have, at the beginning of this chapter, the believer’s relation
to the law set forth under the figure of the two husbands. Then
the spiritual application of the illustration is given in verse 4,
“ Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law
by the body of Christ.” Mark, it is not the law that is dead,
but_the believer in Jesus becomes dead to the law by the dead
body of Christ; I became dead to the law, in the person of
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In t/ze Midst.

the One that took my place and died for me. “That ye should
be (become) married to another.” The believer is thus set
free from the first husband—the law-—that he might be married
to another husband, “even to Him who is raised from the
dead,” that we should bring forth fruit to God. We never
could bring forth fruit to God by the law, because of the
weakness of the flesh. I read of the “ works of the law,” but
I never read of “the fruit of the law.” The law could only
produce dead works, it could never produce fruit. It is only
by being married to Him who has been raised from the dead
that fruit can be brought forth to God.

IN THE MIDST.
(Matthew xvii. 20.)

WHERE they're gathered together, His own two or three,
. In the Name of their blessed Lord,
Made clean by His blood, by His Spirit set free,

_ And trusting His faithful word ;
He is still in the midst, where His people meet,

As with His disciples of old,
To show. them His pierced hands and His feet,

And His wonderful love unfold.
And so they remember the path that He trod ;

The Garden, the Cross, and its shame;
The price that He paid when He satisfied God, -=

Ere they ever could meet in His Name.
The infinite love of that sorrowful heart,

The billows of death have not drowned ;
Oh I the bliss that that wonderful love can impart

To a lost one whom Jesus has found.
Despised and rejected by children of earth,

No beauty in Him they perceive ;
But He’s fairest of fair, He’s of infinite worth,

-s Yea, most precious to those who believe.
Like the Queen of the South who to Solomon came,

His wonderful wisdom to prove,
We found, when He led us to trust in His Name,

We had not heard one-half of His love.
And when the long wilderness journey is o’er,

And faith has been changed into sight,
As the Lambin the midst, we shall see Him once more,

And praise Him with endless delight. W. H. M‘L.
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“A Good Report of them that are§Without.”
(1 Tim. iii. 7.)

-\ E often meet with a spurious kind of spirituality that
makes a great boast of caring nothing what mm
think- “I have a clear conscience before God,”

say these people; “He knows my heart, and it matters
nothing to me what others may say.” We are always very
suspicious of this kind of talk. In some cases it may be the
result of ignorance more than anything else 3 but, in nine cases
out of ten, it is downright hypocrisy, and the persons who speak
thus are simply trying to stop the months of those who seek
to point out the evil of their ways to them.

It is quite true that when it becomes a question of pleasing
God or men we must not hesitate. But in that case, though
they may speak evil of us, as of evil-doers, they will be put to
shame in their hearts, when they falsely accuse our good con-
versation in Christ (see 1 Peter iii. 16). But we are not
speaking of this sort of case at all. It is when believers, to
please themselves, persist in doing that which, to say the least
of it, has a bad look. It is then that this sham pretence is so
often paraded. Sometimes the one who uses it actually
deceives himself with it; but it is no less asham. If he had
honestly desired to glorify God, he would never have been
deluded with so palpable a false pretence.

Those who are really concerned to please God will always
seek to commend themselves to the consciences of men.
“Let your light so shine before men,” said the Lord jesus,
“that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matt. v. 16). The apostle Paul, when
charged with being a pestilent fellow and a mover of sedition,
could answer, “ Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence, toward God and toward men.”
Also, in writing to the Corinthians, he could say, “For our
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in
simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by
the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world”
(2 Cor. i. 12). He exhorts the saints at Colosse to “walk in
wisdom toward them that are without” (Col. iv. 5) ; and he
bids the Thessalonians to study to be quiet, and to work with
their own hands, that they may “walk honestly toward them
that are without ” (I Thess. iv. Ir, 12) ; while in the next
chapter he exhorts them to “abstain from all appearance of
evil ”-(verse 22). In 1 Tim. v. I4 and Titus ii. 5, the younger
sisters are specially instructed so to behave themselves that
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enemies may have “none occasion to speak reproachfully,” and
that “the Word of God be not blasphemed.” The scripture
at the head of this paper refers to overseers in the Church of
God, one of their necessary qualifications being that they must
have “a good report of them that are without.” But the
many other passages referred to show plainly enough that the
principle is one that applies to all saints, though, of course,
very especially to those who are to be guides and examples to
the flock.

Let us give no quarter, then, to this God-dishonouring notion,
that it matters not what the world may think of us. We are
not to give up that which God commands us to do because
the world speaks evil of us. But we are to remember that
even lawful things are not always expedient. Paul gives two
reasons why he may feel called on to abstain from lawful
things. One is lest he should be brought under their power
(1 Cor. vi. 12) _; the other, that they may not be for edification
(r Cor. x. 23) _; that is to say, that his example might not be
good for others. Those who boast that they only care what
the Lord thinks about them, have certainly forgotten this last
reason, at any rate, and are very plainly showing that, in
reality, they are only caring about pleasing themselves.

THE LORD'S PRAYER.
VIII.

“ Lead us not into temptation ” (Matt. vi. 13).

t greet NLY as we know ourselves shall we be hearty in
this prayer.

\-;/ Because we are weak, we have need to fear
temptation. “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall” (1 Cor. x. 12). What need to walk softly, when
we remember there is that within each one of us that answers to
the temptations that beset our wilderness path! The old
Adam nature still makes itself felt, although not for one
moment should it he yielded to, or, still less, made provision
for (Rom. xiii. 14). Victory in the power of the Spirit should
be our daily experience; but, then, this can only‘ be by the
crucifixion of the flesh. To triumph daily means to die daily.
Oh! let us be afraid of nothing so much as sin. Let us
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dread nothing so much as bringing dishonour to the worthy
Name by which we are called. Then, with all our hearts,
shall we send up this cry, “Lead us not into temptation.”

It has been thought by some that the words of the apostle
james (James i. I3), “Let no man say when he is tempted,
I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth He any man,” appear to contradict the
passage we are considering. If, say they, God does not tempt
any man, what need is there to pray, “ Lead us not into
temptation “P But is not the meaning of the request this?
Owning God as the One who overrules all our path, we ask
Him not to allow us, either -by our own wilfulness or by
Satan’s craft, to be brought into temptation.

Our Saviour’s words, uttered on a most momentous occasion,
come ringing down the ages, “Watch and pray, that ye enter
not into temptation ” (Matt. xxvi. 41). When we think our-
selves most secure, then is the time we most need the warning
note. How often, alas, the Ai defeat follows the Iericho victory I

It is well to bear in mind that there are two causes of our
being suffered to come into temptation. crst. To increase our
faith. and. To humble us about our backsliding state, and
then restore us from it. We doubt not that our petition
is particularly in relation to this latter cause. As to the
first, we have many bright examples and glowing promises in
holy writ. Our blessed Lord, our great example, was, we
remember, “led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil” (Matt. iv. 1); and we know how the
severe trial did but manifest the perfectness of His heart.
Then we may call to mind Abraham, the father of the
faithful, on that memorable occasion recorded in Gen. xxii.,
when God bade him offer up his son, his only son, Isaac,
whom he loved. Also Ioseph, in the house of Potiphar ; and
many others, of whom time fails to tell, who endured trial
of cruel mockings and scourgings, and were tempted, not
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resur-
rection (Heb. xi. 3 5-4o). Of such it may indeed be said,
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation: for when he
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life ” (see james i. 12,
Rev. ii. ro). And such will realise, in their own experience,
the meaning of the scripture, “Though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations;
that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
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found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
jesus Christ” (1 Pet. i. 6, 7).

But, as before stated, we do not judge that this prayer has
reference to‘ such experiences, but rather to the temptations
that a believer falls into as a result of a soul departure from
the Lord. Consequently, the real answer to the prayer would
be that restoring grace, which leads the soul afresh into com-
munion with the Lord. On the highway of holiness there is no
lion; but once we get into a by-path, even ever so little a way,
and we shall soon hear the growl of our old enemy. We
cannot be out of communion long without a fall; and it is
well that it is so ; for it makes us want to be back in the safe
place again. So we still cry, “Lead us not into temptation.”
Blessed Lord, do not let me leave Thy hand, lest I fall!
Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe.

Small beginnings make big endings. It seemed a small
thing for David to stay at home at the time when kings go
forth to battle, but it ended in adultery and murder. It may
seem a small thing to give up the Sunday-school class, the
tract district, or the open-air meeting; but take care! It
may be giving the adversary his opportunity, and he will
presently come in like a flood. In David’s case God allowed
the temptation, with all its terrible results, that so David might
learn the sinfulness of his own heart. Thus we find that
after he was restored he could say, “Against Thee, Thee
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight; that
Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and clear
when Thou judgest” (Ps. li. 4). Knowing now his own utter
weakness, he could value, as never before, the keeping grace
of God ; and so, in reference to this very matter, he says,
“For this shall every one that is godly pray unto Thee in a
time when Thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of
great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. Thou art
my hiding-place ” (Ps. xxxii. 6, 7).

Some time ago the writer was staying in Guernsey, and one
morning the whole place was stirred with the news that a lady
visitor had been drowned. She had been gathering shells
and sea-weeds, and some fishermen had warned her that the
tide would come in quickly, and that she had better return.
She took no heed of the kind warning, however; and, being
busy with her occupation, she did not notice the quickly
returning tide, till all hope of escape was cut off by the

I treacherous waves. Then, doubtless, she did her best; but of
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what avail could all her efforts be against the mighty sea?
No ,1 we do not blame her for not being able then to resist its
power; but we do ask, why was she there at all? Child of
God, if the floods of temptation threaten to carry you off your
feet, be sure you are away from the Master; for, hidden with
Him, the floods cannot, will not, reach you. Yet, if you are in
that evil case, and, like Peter on the sea, you are afraid that
you will sink, cry out like him, “Lord, save me!” (Matt. xiv. 30);
and then tell Him out everything. Do not smother things
over with unmeaning words, asking forgiveness in a general
way; but confess the whole to Him. Drag out each sin into
the light of His presence, and you shall know the value of
the blood to cleanse, and the power of His grace to pardon
and to keep. Does not this explain the passage in 2 Tim. ii. 26,
which has seemed so diflicult to some? “ And that they may
recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, having been
taken captive by the Lord’s servant (that is the devil) into
the will of God ” (R.V.).

Speaking of some who have acted in self-will, God allowed
them to fall into Satan’s snare, that they might know how
they had fallen, and thus be led to repentance. Satan is
God’s dog to drive the sheep home. Secret sins allowed and
enjoyed lead often to open falls. Ephesus, the first of the
seven churches written to in Rev. ii. and iii., had left her first
love, and was told to remember from whence she had fallen.
She was, therefore, in some measure able to judge of her
state. But Laodicea, the last of the seven, was altogether
insensible as to her condition. When it comes to this with
the individual, he can be no longer guided with the eye,
but needs, like the horse or the mule, the bit and bridle
(Ps. xxxii. 8, 9). Often the bridle the Lord uses is that He
allows His child to be led into temptation, and the bitter
shame and sorrow of the fall drive the erring one back to the
God of all grace. Nevertheless, God is faithful, who will not
suffer us to be tempted above that we are able; but will with
the temptation also make a way to escape, that we may be
able to bear it. Praise His holy name I

WE must have fellowship at all times, either with “the spirit
of the world,” or with “ the Spirit of God.”

THERE is virtue in the name of Christ to make this vale of
tears a fruitful, pleasant place.
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The Patience of Power and the Power for Patience.
 EAKNESS is always impatient. It cannot afford to

wait, for it fears its opportunity may be lost, and it
makes a snatch while it can. But with power comes

patience. The Almighty God is the God of patience, while
feeble man is full of impatience. But faith links our weakness
to God’s power, and the weak one who believes becomes
“strong in faith.” That is why faith also is able to be patient,
for it acts in the power of him on whom it rests. “He that
believeth shall not make haste.”

After man had sinned, and God had unfolded the purpose
of His grace as to man’s redemption, He suffered 4ooo years
to elapse before that purpose was carried out. All that time
Satan seemed to be triumphant; but God could afford to wait
till the fulness of the time was come. Then look at the
patient waiting of those thirty—three years after jesus had been
born at Bethlehem. In the first thirty no one even guessed
who He was, and though His soul was straitened till the
awful baptism He had come to undergo was accomplished, He
never sought to anticipate by a single moment the appointed
time. Think again of the patience of those three days when
the body of jesus lay in the grave. Who can fathom the
infinite patience of God as He waited for the moment when
He should say to His beloved One, “Thou art My Son ; this
day have I begotten Thee” (Acts xiii. 33)? And even then,
when He had raised Jesus from the dead and given Him
glory, His patience was not ended. Hear Him saying, “Sit
Thou at My right hand, until I make Thy foes Thy footstool ”
(Acts ii. 34, 35). And to this hour the Lord jesus, ever the
patient One, is keeping the place thus appointed Him. r

But God knows His own almighty power; and while rulers
and kings, jews and Gentiles, conspire to cast off His authority,
the answer of His power is simply this—-“Yet have I set My
King upon My holy hill of Zion” (Ps. ii. 6). When the time
appointed has come, the same Power that raised ]esus from
the dead will subdue all things under Him. y

In Col. i. rr, the apostle prays that the saints at Colosse
may be strengthened with all power, according to the might of
God’s glory (see Rev. Ver.). What was this to fit them for?
Surely some mighty work to be done was before his mind
when he prayed such a prayer. And so indeed there was.
Let us read on--—-“Unto all patience and long-suffering with
joyfulness.” That was what they needed the might of His
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glory for. “I am the Almighty God,” said the Lord to Abram;
“ walk before Me, and be thou perfect” (Gen. xvii. 1). When
we can perfectly delight in God’s will, and are perfectly
confident that His will must surely be accomplished, we shall
have learned the secret of patience.

I “ He always wins who sides with God,
To him no chance is lost ;

God’s will is sweetest to him, when
It triumphs at his cost.” I

This patience will not extend merely to outward circumstances.
God claims from us that we shall exercise patience one towards
another, and we need the might of His glory to enable us to
do it. The greater the advances we have made in knowledge
and experience, the greater God"s demand upon us to walk in
patience towards our brethren. “We that are strong are
debtors (so it is literally) to bear the infirmities of the weak”
(Rom. xv. i). And the “God of patience” alone can give us
thus to be like-minded one toward another.

Amidst all the confusion by which we are surrounded,
nothing but the certainty that God is surely fulfilling His own
purposes will enable us thus to act. We soon forget how
patiently He bore with us, and find it hard to extend the same
patience to others. Nay, more than this, we are often not
prepared to show the same patience to-day that we did ten
years ago. Each fresh generation of saints will need the same
patience and forbearance and long-suffering in our dealings
with them, and past experience ought to have fitted us the
better to exhibit all these. But, alas! it is often quite otherwise,
and we rebel at the necessity of going through the same thing
again and again. Let us be very sure that this is the sure
evidenceof our own weakness, that has failed to lay hold of the
power of God. We shall do well to pray over again, diligently
and constantly, Paul’s prayer for the Colossian saints.

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL.”
HEN Paul prayed for the Philippian saints, his

heart was full of joy, for he remembered their
If fellowship in the Gospel from the first day, right

onwards. He could look back to those quiet hours by the
riverside, when the Lord opened Lydia’s heart. He could call
to mind the ready obedience with which she, and others who

sag)£1F.
.-1-£-

believed, submitted themselves to be baptised. He did not I
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forget the mingled joy and sorrow with which they welcomed
him after he was released from the prison, and, soon after,
speeded him on his way. But their fellowship did not end
there. “Out of sight, out of mind” was no true proverb -in
their case. While he was yet at all within reach, they ministered
once and again to his necessity; and if, when he was further
away, they did not send to him as they had been wont, it was
not for lack of will, but of opportunity (Phil. iv. Io). No
wonder that the apostle gave thanks upon every remembrance
of them ; and that, not because he desired a gift, but because
he rejoiced that fruit should abound to their account; for that
which made his own heart full was also “an odour of a sweet
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God ” (ver. 18).

Now it is well to be diligent in any service that God has
entrusted to our own hands; but it is not well to be so occupied
with it that we have no heart to care for what He is doing
through others. It is good to think and labour much for the
perishing ones close at home; but we need to take care that
our sympathies are not limited to them. If it is the Lord’s
work that we are really concerned about, it will not fail of its
interest for us because we have never seen either the workers
or those among whom they are labouring. Paul could write to
the Colossian saints of the great conflict that he had for them
and for those at Laodicea, and for as many as had not seen his
face in the flesh ; but we find it hard enough to remember even
those whom we know well.

Now there is a question that has much pressed itself upon
us of late, and we should like to invite all our readers to weigh
it well over too. May not the lack of power and blessing on
our labours in the Gospel close at home be closely connected
with our want of real, sustained fellowship in the whole work of
the Gospel?

In order to give a proper answer to this question, we shall
need to consider carefully, and in the presence of God, what
are our responsibilities in regard to those whom the Lord has
called to serve Him in the Gospel. Perhaps we have been
zealous and diligent in trying to convince others how unscrip-
tural the man-appointed and salaried minister is. We are
convinced that there is no warrant for an official person who
absorbs in himself all the duties of evangelist, pastor, and
teacher, to the exclusion of others. We have found nothing in
the Scriptures of missionary societies collecting money from
believers and unbelievers, and engaging men, under the
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directions of a committee, to go and preach at the bidding of F
their paymasters. So far so good. It is always well to cease ‘
to do evil, but it is not less important to learn to do well. If ”
we can no longer contribute to the minister’s salary, nor to the
funds of the missionary society, has God no longer any claim 4
upon us to help on the Gospel with our substance? We think ,'
we have known assemblies of God’s people where there would =
have been a tremendous outcry if a box had been placed at f
the meeting-r00I11 door for contributions towards a society or If
mission. Yet, somehow, the saints have been able to bear it
with wonderful equanimity, when, from one year’s end to l
another, there has been no attempt to care for servants of the
Lord who have given themselves to the work of the Gospel.

It is often much easier to pull down than to build up ; and
what if God does but regard as an empty show our great zeal
for scriptural order, when it stops short with that which costs
us nothing, and even helps to ease our pockets. We are not
pleading for carelessness as to godly order and scriptural
practice; but, oh! we do feel the deep and solemn importance
of reality about these things. That which boasts itself as grace,
while truth is disregarded, is not grace at all. It may be
natural affection, or just an easy-going turn of mind, but it
cannot be the grace of God. ]ust in the same way, vaunted
zeal for truth that ignores the claims of love has no more
reality about it.

Do we fall back on the thought that God will care for His
own? That should ever be the sustaining assurance to keep
His servants from leaning upon their fellow-saints for help;
but, woe to us, if we think to excuse ourselves from our ll
responsibilities thereby. We may call to mind what Mordecai
said to Esther in the hour of their national trouble»-“ If thou i
altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there i
enlargement and deliverance arise to the jews from another
place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: It
and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for U
such a time as this?” (Esther iv. 14.)

Do we wonder why our prayers for the salvation of sinners .
in connection with our own efforts in the Gospel seem to be r
unanswered? It may be, then, that God is pressing upon us P
the same solemn question that once He bade the prophet
Malachi put to the jews-1-“Will a man rob God?” If, indeed,
we have been keeping back what we owe Him, by our failure i

i 

to care for His servants and His work, the continuation of ‘
no - _-- , p .__, , _ 1
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Malachi’s message will be a word from the Lord to'us—-
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse . . . and
prove Me.- now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. iii. Io).

“Therefore5§,§My People Shall Know My Name.”
- (Isaiah lii. 6.)

I‘

I KNOW Thee, Saviour, by Thy Name;
I know that Thou hast died for me ;

I know Thou knowest whence I came ;
I know Thou knowest what I am.

I long Thy loveliness to see,
For, oh, I know Thee by Thy Name.

I know Thee, Saviour, by Thy Name ;
I know.Thy constant watchful love ; i

I know Thou knowest all my all ;
I know Thou knowest every fall.

I see Thee pleading there above,
And, oh, I know Thee by Thy Name.

I know Thee, Saviour, by Thy Name ;
I know that Thou wilt come for me.
I look to yonder judgment-seat,
.Where I shall stand before Thee yet,

And fear to be reproved by Thee ;
But, oh, I know Thee by Thy Name.

I know Thee, Saviour, by Thy Name ;
]esus, my own Almighty Friend.

Yes, constantly the same Thou art,
So, Saviour, take and keep my heart,

That I may take what Thou dost send,
Because I know Thee by Thy Name.

I know Thee, Saviour, by Thy Name ; ' '
And, knowing, long to love Thee more.

So unto me Thyself reveal,
And with Thyself my poor heart fill,

That I may prove Thy grace and power,
And know Thee better by Thy Name.

I A. W. M.
l
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THE LORD’S PRAYER. '
IX.

' “ But deliver us from evil" (Matt. vi. I3). _

*,HE Revised Version has it—-“But deliver us from the
 Evil One”; and we believe this gives us the correct

—- meaning of the passage. In order that the prayer may
be real, we need to know something of Satarfs unrelenting
hostility to the sons of men in general, and the children of God
in particular. His character, history and future are traced in
the pages of Holy Writ. If, then, we would not be ignorant
of the devices of our great enemy, we must study the sacred
oracles. There we shall learn that he is the implacable enemy
of jehovah, and ever seeks to strike at his Creator through
God’s other creatures, particularly man.

Satan never succeeds so well as when he can persuade his
dupe that he has no existence. When he has got man to deny
his personality, the battle is more than half won. To look
upon the Devil as a myth, as but the fabled personality of evil,
is indeed to lay yourself open to his wiles; for in such case you
cannot pray to be delivered from him. The Scripture reveals
Satan as a dread personality, an antagonist of no mean power,
ever on the alert to lead men to sin, and so to ruin ; that thus
he may mar God’s handiwork, and, if possible, frustrate His
beneficent designs.

First, we read of him as deceiving the woman; but as the
chapter of human history on this present earth closes, we
read that he deceives nations .(Gen. iii.; I Tim. ii. 14;
Rev. xii. 9, and xx. 8). Thus we gather that he does not
fail to gain experience in his r unholy arts by the efforts of
six thousand years.

Notice, again, his audacity. Does Iehovah place the man
and the woman in the garden of delights, putting all creation
under them? Then, even there will Satan enter, to ruin, spoil
and destroy. Nay, does the Eternal One stoop down from
heaven’s heights and take upon Himself our nature? Then
even that Holy, Blessed One will Satan approach, and seek
to allure by his vile arts. How utterly he failed, we know;
yet it was not till three times he had tried, and three times had
been baffled and defeated, that he left the Lord, and then only
for a season (Luke iv. 13). Was Peter the first to confess
Christ? Then Satan desired that he should also be the first
to deny Him (Luke xxii. 31). Was David a man after God’s
own heart, and was Israel the nation which God had chosen?
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Then we read that “Satan stood up against Israel, and
provoked David to number Israel” (I Chron. xxi. 1). Did
Corinth, as a church, come behind in no gift? (1 Cor. i. 7.)
Then did they need to be warned that “ Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of light ” (2 Cor. xi. I4).

The first time we read of him, he takes the place of a serpent;
but later on in the Divine record we are warned of him
under the guise of a roaring lion. In this way his two methods
of opposition to the truth of God are symbolised-—-first craft,
then violence.

Often, if not chiefly, the order is reversed. He seeks to
crush; but if not successful in that, he will beguile. Like
Balaam, he fain would curse; but if he cannot prevail in that
way, then he will seduce. Thus our Lord depicts him in ]ohn
viii. 44--first as a murderer, and then as a liar. But we pause to
notice that he is a murderer because he abode mt in the truth;
for that, we take it, is the force of the passage. Like Cain, he
first loved not the truth, and then hated those who did.

This gives us some clue as to his past history-—“abode not in
the truth.” There was a time, then, when he was in the truth,
and there came a moment when he left it, for he abode not in
it. In the light of these words, so suggestive, the prophecies—~
in Isaiah xiv. 4-20, concerning the king of Babylon, and in
Ezekiel xxviii. I 1-19, concerning the king of Tyrus--are lit up
with a new meaning, and are seen to tell out, under the
figure of these two despots, the awful fall of him of whom they
are but types. i

What a magnificent description of his previous beauty and
glory does Ezekiel give. “ Thou sealest up the sum, full of
wisdom, and perfect in beauty. . . . Every precious
stone was thy covering. . . . Thou art the anointed
cherub. . . . Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the
day thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”
Satan’s fall through pride (r Tim. iii. 6) does but illus~
trate the saying of our Lord~—“Whosoever exalteth himself
shall be abased”; while His own history tells us how
“he that humbleth himself shall be exalted ” (Luke xiv. II).
lgo longer in the truth, knowing no more the pure joys of God’s

5, 1/presence, going to and fro in the earth (job i. 7), or appearing
before the Most High to accuse the brethren (Rev. xii. Io), he
finds his only satisfaction in seeking to thwart the purposes of
Jehovah. But this will not always be. Presently no place
shall any more be given him in heaven, and, cast out to the
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Harv to Know God and he Lzlire Hz'r2z.

earth, he may no longer accuse the saints. Bitter will then
be his wrath, for he will know that his time is short. ‘At
the close of Daniel’s yoth week, the angel (notice, a single
one) will come down and cast him into the bottomless pit or
abyss (Rev. xx.), and there shall he be chained during the
glorious thousand years’ reign of our Lord on earth. For a
little season must he be loosed again, to do his dire work in
rebellion against God; and yet, oh strange mystery, at the same
time to carry out God’s will and purpose. Thus does He make
the wrath of man, and of the Devil too, to praise Him. ’Tis
but for a little while, and the Devil who deceives shall be cast
into the lake of fire at the word of Christ and His Church.
And so shall the promise be fulfilled~—“The God of Peace shall
bruise Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom. xvi. 2o). What a
fall! from “the truth” to the lake of fire; from being the
anointed cherub, full of beauty, to become the Devil and
Satan.

May this brief outline of his terrible career and end lead us
prayerfully to consider the many scriptures which instruct us
concerning our great enemy; that so, knowing somewhat of
the depths of Satan (Rev. ii. 24), we may not speak lightly of
him, but ever pray to be delivered from his power and grasp.

We need the whole armour of God (Eph. vi. 11) to enable
us to withstand the wiles of the Devil. But let us take courage;
with that heavenly armour on, we need not fear, for the apostle
James declares (chap. iv. 7)—~“Resist the Devil, and he will
flee from you.”

HOW TO KNOW GOD AND BE LIKE HIM.

“Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed into
the same image.” '

{HE apostle prays in Col. i. 10 that the saints “might
é walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
-- -fruitful in every good work, and INCREASING in t/ze

lmezviedge qf Geri.” And, as an antidote to the evil of the
latter days, the apostle Peter, after praying that grace and
peace might be multiplied unto the saints “through the
krzewiedge qf Gee’ and eyf _/ester 020' Zleref’ exhorts them to
“ onow in the grace and in z‘/ze knowledge ray’ our Lora! and
Seminar fetus C/zrz'si’.” “ T/rm‘ I may know HIM,” should be
the one absorbing desire of the Christian !
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How to Knew Gad and he Lz'/he Hz'¢2z.

God has in love and grace manifested His glory, or His
character, in such a form as we can look upon and study in
our present condition in this world. “God . . . hath
in these last days spoken unto us by His Son . . . the
brightness of His glory, and the express image of His
Person” (Heb. i. I-3). “The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the Only Begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth”
(]ohn i. 14). In answer to Philip’s inquiry, “Show us the
Father, and it sufficeth us,” the Lord jesus replied, “Have
I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known
Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”
Grow!/z in I/ze k2zerr/Zea’ge of God is alone to be obtained by
a diligent and ;meriz'z‘rrtz'oe study of the sacred Scriptures,
wherein God has left a record of His character and ways as
they were expressed by that Holy One whose supreme delight
it was to honour and glorify God, and to declare to a guilty
world the deep secrets of His heart of love. The intensity
and reality of all this was proved at the Cross, where “Christ
dieiil for the ungodly.” And as we trace the meek and lowly
]esus from place to place, and from scene to scene, and
observe Him alone with the sinner speaking words of peace,
pardon and comfort, we are looking upon the mighty, living
God, who thus, in human form, revealed Himself to poor,
needy ones. When “Iesus wept” at the grave of Lazarus,
and over cold-hearted jerusalem, He exposed the tenderness
of God’s heart. As one has expressed it-—

“ Those tears were for rebellious man ; their source the heart oi God :

l With love and tenderness Divine these crystal cells o’eri-loiw ; i
’Tis God that weeps, through human eyes, for human guilt and woe.”

Again, on the night of the betrayal, God is seen washing the
disciples’ feet. (Marvel of grace and humility i

“And we behold, as in a mirror broad,
That God serves man much more than man serves God 1”

And, beloved, it is only as we walk with God, and learn His
character thus, that we shall in any measure fulfil the purpose
for which He has left us in this dark scene---to be reflectors
of His character and glory. The world around us won’t
study the Bible; but they will and do study the Christian;
they can only know what God truly is, as we faithfully represent
Him. Let us remember that we are “livingepistles, known
and read of all men ”' God’s letter of commendation to a} .

nl—|_- 1'-. r —- _. — li""I""Il— I-1 "_ _
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guilty world. May we be imitators of the Lord jesus, who,
by a consecrated life, fully glorified God! He could say,
“I am the Light of the world.” But now that the great
Light is hidden from the sons of men, let us, the lesser lights,
shine forth, for we are children of light. “Therefore let us
not sleep, as do others ; but let us watch and be sober.”

. -— ' ' - -- ——-1-— 7'

“NEITHER BE YE OF DOUBTFUL MIND.”
(Luke xii. 29.)

s; gg OW many beloved children of God experience suffering
and loss from yielding to the “doubtful mind ” here

——'- —-- spoken of. The Lord says, “Neither be ye of doubtful
mind,” or as it is in the margin, “Live not in careful suspense.”
In the previous part of this chapter we read (verse 6), “Are
not five sparrows sold for two farthings? and not one of
them is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs
of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are
of more value than many sparrows.” And now, when Christ
takes up the question of food and raiment for every child
of God, He says, Live not in careful suspense, for “your
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things” (verse 30).
How slow we are to trust the watchful care of our faithful God.
He has undertaken to supply all our needs (Phil iv. 19), but
we have doubtful minds and anxious thoughts. We find
ourselves in some difficulty or trial. If it is a great one, we
are more likely to come to God about it and seek help, than
if it is a small one. In the latter case we are often tempted to
think we can undertake for ourselves. Sometimes we consider
the matter too trivial for God to notice ; but if we have never
tried Him in little things, we do not know Him. He will meet
our smallest needs as richly and as abundantly as our great
ones. He will delight to fill our hearts with wonder at His
loving sympathy and present help. But our God is a Sovereign,
and He will come to our aid in His own way and at His own
time. Let us seek to be patient in our waiting for Him, not
dishonouring Him by a doubtful mind, not rackingly anxious,
but casting all our .care upon Him who is “able, to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph.
iii. zo). Oh, for more practical enjoyment of our privileges, as
saints redeemed with the precious blood of Christ. We should
daily test the promises that are “ours in Christ jesus,” and
seek to realise that our daily needs, our occupations, our

1o6 ‘
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T/ze Law and 2‘/ire C‘/.z¢"2'.rZ‘z‘erzz’s refatitm 2'0 iz‘.I

business and its cares, the dress we wear, the books we read,
are all watched over by the eye of God Himself. “For the
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are
open unto their prayers ”(1 Peter iii. 12).

The Law, and the Christian’s relation to it.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS.

IV.
OOKat another passage in Galatians ii. 19»--“I through

u-5!? _ p

._,_,_,. _ ¢.__ __ ..

y the law am dead to the law.” The law condemned and
killed me. How? The next verse tells me-—“I am

crucified with Christ.” Romans vi. 6 teaches the same truth-
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed” (made of none effect).
In what sense are we here taught that we are crucified with
Christ, and in what sense are we freed from sin? Look at
Romans viii. 2, 3-—“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” We see from
Romans vi. how we are set free by death, and from Romans
viii. how we are set free by life. Chapter vi. speaks of
my being set free through having died in the person of
Christ, and chapter viii. speaks of my being made free
through Christ’s life-two perfectly different things. The
former shows that I am legally justified from sin through having
died with Christ. That is the only way God has of justifying
any one. I am justified by the death of Christ for me, because
God reckons that death to have been my death. When Paul
says, “I am crucified with Christ,” he refers to the great fact
that God reckons that he was put to death on the Cross where
Christ died. We, who have believed in ]esus, have suffered
the penalty of our sin, we have been put to death in the person
of Christ; therefore the law has no more claim upon us.
Christ is the end of the law for justification to every one that
believeth. This is very forcibly illustrated in the case of a
man who had got into'debt, and his creditors determined that
he should be imprisoned. The servant of the law came to
the house where he lived, and asked to see him. He was
shown into a room, and there, on a bed, the man lay dead.
He came to apprehend a living man, not a dead one. Death

' . - __—— -— __ ._ - _ __ _ _\-___ . __ :1 ——--- __ -- ____ - _ _____ _ .
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had freed the poor debtor from the condemning power of the
civil law. Now that illustrates Romans vi., but it will not give
me the victory over my old corrupt nature. I need the life of
Christ for this, and this is what we have in Romans viii. 2—--
“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death.” We read in Romans vii.
2 3 of “the law of sin which is in my members,” that is, in every
man by nature. But here comes in a new law, “the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ jesus.” It is in the power of that
new Divine life that I am to overcome “the law of sin in my
members.” What the law could not do for m_e is done by the
living Christ, so that the righteous requirements of the law are
fulfilled in the man that walks according to the Spirit of life.
“Love is the fulfilling of the law,” and whilst I am delivered
from the law, I am not to be lawless. On the contrary, I am
brought into fellowship with the will of God. Some people-~~
take up Romans vi., and say, “I am dead to sin. I am like
the dead miser beside the bag of gold. He has no desire for
it, because he is dead; and I have no desire to do anything
wrong now, because I am dead.” But when you begin to test
such by the Word of God, you often find them acting contrary
to the simplest commands of Christ. Let us beware of this
high profession. The death of Romans vi. is Christ’s death
for me, and my death with Him. Now God says--“Reckon
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto _God,
through Christ ]esus' our Lord.” Now, having thus reckoned
myself to be dead unto sin and alive unto God, fr: Christ
jesus, I am not to let sin reign in my mortal body, nor to obey
it in the lusts thereof. Shall the one that is set free go and
voluntarily put himself under bondage to that wherein he was
once held? We are now to yield ourselves to God as those
who are alive from the dead, having been judicially set free
from the judgment due to our sin in the person of Christ
our Substitute; after which comes the practical exhortation
following upon that. Then in Romans iii. 2, I find the power
for freedom from sin ; the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
jesus.

TI-IE Bible is always a new book to-those well acquainted
with it. . I

OUR circumstances are what we make them. If they be not
by faith kept under our feet, they will by unbelief become our
masters. .

' 108
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I it :1Therefore, Brethren, we are Debtors
(Rom. viii. I2).

s s N unjust steward once put the following question to
' each of his master’s debtors—-“ How much owest thou

‘-"- unto my lord?” It was not, however, with the view
to obtaining for his master-what was due to him. Quite the
contrary. He went on to arrange a conspiracy by which his
master was to be defrauded, while the steward himself and the
debtors were to be dishonest gainers. The steward cut down
his master’s claims, and the debtors were only too pleased to
fall in with his plans.

Now, this is always the way of the flesh. The grace of
God, that meets the sinner in his ruin and helplessness, and
saves him with an everlasting salvation, leaves no room for
boasting. When we have come to the conclusion that “a man
is justified by faith without the deeds of the law,” boasting is
excluded, and God must have the glory (see Rom. iii. 27, 28).
The preaching of the grace of God is, therefore, always
displeasing to the natural heart. People do not expect to be
told that they owe God nothing; and if they were told “so,
they could scarcely deceive themselves into believing it.
But they are very willing to have God’s claims upon them
considerably cut down, and the steward who reduces the
hundred to fifty, or even to fourscore, is sure to make friends.
But when the grace of God has laid hold of the heart, when
the love of Christ constrains us, we have no relish for the
teaching that diminishes our indebtedness, by robbing G0d
of His- glory.

“ Now thanks be to -God,” wrote the apostle, “ who always
carries about in triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. ii. I4). This is
the real sense of the words. It is not that we are made to
triumph, but that we are trophies of His triumph. The
thought is that of the Roman general returning from victory,
and leading about the prisoners he has made, as part of his
triumphal procession. Paul in chains, to the eyes of men,
was a prisoner of the Roman authorities,but he does not so
describe himself. “The prisoner of ]esus Christ ”_.was the
honourable title that he ever delighted in (see Eph. iii. 1).
“Whose I am, and whom I serve,” was his glad acknowledg-
ment that he was not his own, for he had been bought with
a great price.

. Perhaps an illustration may help to make plain why
that sense of indebtedness which the natural heart so
revolts against becomes so sweet to the saved sinner.
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“ How flfuc/z Orr/esz‘ T/mu P “

A young man, the son of a rich father, has got into the
clutches of a merciless money-lender. He has pledged his
present allowance and his future prospects, and he is wholly
in the power of the man into whose debt he has got so deep.
How he loathes the thought of the man ; how he writhes
with misery at the sense of his inability to clear himself from
the hated claims that he cannot meet. But the father hears
of his son’s position, and pays off the whole of his heavy
debt. Is the son less a debtor now than he was before?
Surely not. But how different is the sense of his indebtedness.
Before, it was the hated creditor’s grip on his throat, from
which he vainly struggled to free himself. Now, it is some-
thing which has enchained his heart’s affections, and from
which. he would not, if he could, be free. He can no more
clear himself of what he owes his father, than previously he
could shake off the claims of the cruel creditor; but he loves
the on;e.boI1d as much as he hated the other. ~

L Aslong,-then, as the sense of what the grace of God has
done for us.is"-kept fresh in our souls, we shall delight to own
ourselves debtors. The question will not be, “Why need
I do this? ” “ Why must I give up that?” but simply, “ Lord,
what wilt Thou have me to do?” But just in proportion as
the realisation of that grace gets dim will the claims of God
become irksome to us.

“HOW MUCH OWEST "rr-roua". t
Q OULI) it not be a good exercise of soul to put this

question to ourselves? Of course, we are not sup-
posing that we can possibly measure our indebtedness,

or put any limit to it. Many a time have we joined in singing—
“ Love so amazing, so Divine, _ ,'_,__',_,,_'

Demands my heart, my life, my all ”; 3 "“~¥"’
and never without the consciousness that no words could
express our sense of what we owe. But our thought was
rather that we should apply the question as a test to our
hearts, in regard to the circumstances God has placed us in,
and to His claims upon us that we should glorify Him in the
place where He has put us. Whenever trial of any sort would
lead us to shrink from the doing of His will, while the flesh
tries to find an excuse for our neglect or disobedience, it will
be well to ask ourselves once more-»-—-“ How much owest thou?”

Perhaps there are no circumstances that more call for the
IIO
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application of this test, than when a brother or sister has
wronged us, or falsely accused us. How big the sense of
injury grows as we think over it. If they are very penitent,
and make an ample apology and full reparation, we may be
prepared to forgive them, but they will certainly have to come
and humble themselves first. But what if it is written, “ If thy
brother trespass against thee, GO and tell him his fault between
thee and him alone”? The Lord did not say, “Wait till he
comes to thee,” but “Go.” But why should I go? He has
done me a wrong, and it is his business to come to me. Can
we not hear a still, small voice whispering in our consciences,
“ How much owest thou?” Not, “ How much owest thou to
thy brother?” but “How much owest thou to Me?” My
behaviour to my brother must be my answer to the question.
Of what use is it to sing-- _

“ Were the whole realm of nature mine, - _.
That were an off’ring far too small,” _ __ '

if I so little acknowledge my indebtedness to Christ ,that*I will
not, at His bidding, go to try and gain my bfotlier? The
whole realm of nature has never been entrusted>,t_o me, so it is
easy to sing about giving it away; but my real ‘sense of how
much I owe will show itself in my willingness to go to win the
one who has wounded me.

Then, again, when our service for Christ in the Gospel, or
in seeking to care for and help fellow-saints, seems to yield
little but disappointment and trial. “I think I shall give up
my Sunday-school class,” says one; “I can’t keep them in
order, and I never see any conversions. I think someone else
had better try.” “I really cannot go on with that cottage
meeting,” says another; “when I began it, brother so-and-so
shared it with me, but now he has gone away, and it is too
much for me by myself.” We might easily multiply such
cases, but to every one our test question is most applicable.
Did not the Lord entrust you with this service? Was it not
as His servant that you entered upon it? Then, by your
diligence and steadfastness in it you may tell Him what is
your estimate of your indebtedness to Himself.

Or, perhaps, there is a difference of mind between those
who are acting together in some service for the Master, and
neither is willing to give way. We do not refer to cases where
principle is at stake, and we must needs seek grace from-
God to stand firm for the truth. We are speaking rather of
differences as to details of service, involving no question in

-_. ; -- '-I _"_1 ' _ -Willi".  '_'— l l Till! I tum
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From Grace ti? Glory/.

themselves of right or wrong. How many a time far less
serious matters than the dispute of Paul and Barnabas over
Mark have been allowed to sunder those whom God had
called to fellowship in labour? Is it hard to give up, not
merely what we like best, but that which we believe to be the
best way of carrying on the work ? But what would the Lord
Himself say about it? Do I really think in my heart that I
am making glad His heart by the determined stand I am
taking? Perhaps I never thought of this at all ; and now that
it is suggested to me, I can scarcely listen to the suggestion,
because it would be so hard to give way after having been so
determined. Here, then, the test question comes in once
more»-“ How much owest thou?” And what is our answer
to be in each case? As we said before, if the sense of the
exceeding grace and goodness of God is being maintained
fresh and powerful in our souls, the appeal of this question
will not be made in vain. But if the love of Christ is not
gladdening our own hearts day by day, the mere acknowledgf
ment of the understanding that we owe Him everything will
be barren and powerless, and we shall do our own will instead
of His. 5‘ We love Him, because He first loved us.” But
there was a time when we did not love Him, although He
loved us. That was when we did not know His love, and had
no conscious enjoyment of it. just so to-day, we must_be
abiding and increasing in the knowledge of His love to us, or
there will be no increase in our love and obedience to Him.

--.- - _. _i___— __,_. . rm -1 1-, _ _ _L_

FROM GRACE TO GLORY.
. recently had occasion to take a journey to the town

~ of Homburg, in South Germany. Before starting,
we procured a through ticket for the whole distance.

This ticket was in reality a small book, each leaf of which covered
one section of the various lines of railway in England, Holland,
and Germany, by which we should have to travel, as well as one
for the steamboat passage. On the different leaves, or coupons,
as they are called, were printed the sections of the journey for
which they were available, thus :—-“London to Queenboro,”
“ Queenboro to Flushing,” and so on. But on the cover of the
whole book, and also on the top of each coupon, were the
words, “ London to Homburg.”

All this set us thinking, for we saw in it a striking resemblance
to the opening verses of Romans vs We all remember how
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From Grace 2'0 G/ory.

the chapter begins-—“'l‘heretore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord ]esus Christ: by
whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” There is the
complete thing. We are justified by the great price that has
been paid; and now we can-look on from our present standing
in grace with confident expectation of the glory. When we
received our book of coupons, it was not the separate sections
that first occupied our attention, but the statement on the
cover, “From London to Homburg.” The whole fare was
paid; the journey was guaranteed right to the end. And so it
is when the sinner receives Christ. “ He that heareth My
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life.” That which begins with grace shall surely end
in glory. But that is not all. Turning back to Romans v., we
read in verses 3-5, “ And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
and patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is -given unto us.”
Here we get the details of the pathway ; but every one of them
is stamped with the hope of the glory, for they are all parts of
a perfect whole. We noticed a warning on the cover of our
book, that no single coupon would be accepted unless the
passenger could produce the book. Even so with the passengers
on the heavenly journey. justification by faith covers the
whole distance. And while the promises of God are available
for every step of the way, all of which is known to Him
beforehand, they are all stamped with the through stamp,
“From Grace to Glory,” and are not available for any but those
who carry the through pass. s

— ' -- — -— —- — _— - ——-—- -1--T - .__,

LIKE Enoch, walk with God, and you cannot mistake your
road. You have infallible wisdom to direct you, inimitable
love to comfort you, a.nd eternal power to defend you.

IT is a sweet service, the service of the Lord; because His
smiles are sweet--His very frowns are frowns of love. The
more we look to ]esus, the more blessed we are.

~ OUR joy in Christ speaks a language that all hearts can
understand, and is a testimony for Him such as mere know-
ledge and utterance can never give. _
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‘ “There shall be no night there "
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(Rev. xxii. 5).

FUL1. soon abme yon changing clouds,
Our changeless joy shall be

To sing, amidst adoring crowds,
Of Thee, dear Lord, of Thee.

There, to the Father’s bosom pressed,
No parting shall we see;

But find it everlasting rest
To dwell, dear Lord, with Thee.

Still as each precious line we trace,
Yet more we long to flee, I

And see its Author face to face,
In Thee, dear Lord, in Thee.

Thou wait’st with us the glorious morn
(The glory all Thine own),

When Thou shalt gather Home at last,
The seed in sorrow sown.

Oh I quickly come to end our strife,
To crown Thy victory ;

That we may enter into life
With Thee, dear Lord, with Thee.

0

And then above yon changing clouds,
Our changeless joy shall be

To sing, amidst adoring crowds,
Of Thee, dear Lord, of Thee. P.

 - _ ____ _ _ _. . ._+-,__,_,__.._.__,__,-,__,__ __.___

“AND BE AT PEACE AMONG YOURSELVES”
(I Thess. v. 13).

|HEREis some important instruction to be gained by
noticing the connection between this exhortation and

C‘ the words that go immediately before it. Let us read
the whole of the twelfth and thirteenth verses—“Andf we
beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to
esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. And be
at peace among yourselves.” In this way the Spirit of God
connects peace in the assembly, peace among the saints, with
subjection to godly rule. And we (lO*_1'10t need to have had a
very wide experience to prove that where godly oversight is
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wanting, or where a lawless spirit among the believers refuses
to recognise such oversight, there is very little peace.

As in the earthly kingdom, as in the family, so it is in the
Church of God. Without government, there will be little but
strife and disorder. But there may be a kind of government
which, while it appears to have succeeded in maintaining
peace, has in reality only driven discontent under the surface,
to breakout again when occasion offers. Those, therefore,
who would act for God in the oversight of the assembly, need
continually to seek grace from Him, that they may so manifest
the truth, as to commend themselves to every man’s conscience
in the sight of God.

The apostle’s entreaty to the Thessalonian saints was that
they should know them which laéoured among them; and he
further bids them to esteem such very highly in love for their
work’: sake. It is in this that the true overseer is manifested.
We fear that with some, attendance at a weekly or fortnightly
“oversight meeting” is the chief qualification possessed. Is
it to be expected that the believers will recognise as God-sent
shepherds those who have simply assumed an office? It may
be that little is said for a time ; but when trouble of any sort
arises, the lack of power to act for God becomes apparent. It
is at such times that the guiding voice of a proved and trusted
shepherd is needed to keep the sheep from being scattered.
But for lack of confidence on the part of the sheep, he who
seeks to guide speaks in vain. Some plausible, self-seeking,
vain talker gets the ear of the saints, and carries the day against
“the oversight.” It is not so much that they believe him to
be right in what he says ; but they have long revolted in their
hearts against the assumption of rule on the part of brethren,
whose calling of God had never been manifested by the profit
of their labour among the flock; and they are glad to have an
opportunity to show their disregard of the authority of these
brethren.

Then comes assertion of the rights of overseers, and the
saints are soundly rated for not submitting themselves. But
matters cannot be mended in that way, and there must be
a humbling before God, and a bringing the whole difficulty
to Him, to be dealt with by Himself, before peace can at
all be restored. Doubtless God allows such troublers of the
flock to gain a measure of success, in order that the real
source of weakness may be brought to light. Sometimes there
will be brethren, really diligent in their labour and ready to

' may ___ I  n$aq __ _- ii
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“And 6e at Peace among I/o2rrseZt1es.”

make great personal sacrifices, but for want of a little more
humility, a little more grace, they have failed to win the love
of those they would serve, or to gain their confidence. It is
a very difficult attainment in lowliness of mind to be ready
to esteem, others better than ourselves; but the brother who
has in some measure made such an attainment, has learned
much of the secret as to what carries weight with the saints.
Attainment of this sort is only to be made by much keeping
by the Cross of Christ. It is there that we learn to think
little of ourselves, and to know the evil of our own hearts;
and itis there that we learn God’s estimate of the worth of
our fellow-saints. Thus, as we continually think more highly
of them, and less highly of ourselves, we are learning the
difficult lesson; and where this is being truly learned, the effects
of it will be manifest. Even when we have to rebuke wrong-
doing, there will be the trembling of one who is taking heed
lest he fall himself. When we are restoring one who had
been overtaken in a fault, it will be in the spirit of meekness,
considering ourselves, lest we also be tempted. This will help
to disarm resentment, whereas the opposite kind of behaviour
only provokes it. There will be less scolding of the saints,
and more of taking our place alongside of them, and speaking
of what we all need. Perhaps we can little imagine how much
value this will add to our labours; but when the time of
trouble comes again, the fruit of it all will be seen. Mischief-.
makers, who would readily have got a following before, will
be left to themselves now, and will probably soon be glad to
cut themselves off (see Gal. v. I2, R.V.).

Yet another word. It may be that even true, untiring and
humble labours will not always be appreciated. Saints may
get into a carnal state, in which they will gladly suffer those
who bring them into bondage, and devour them, while
they exalt themselves (see 2 Cor. xi. 20). What then? The
man who had learned to count himself as chief of sinners, and
less than the least of all saints, could say after it all-—-“ I will
very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved” (2 Cor. xii. 15). it

WHICH of us can be kept near to Christ without some thorn
in the flesh?

IT is no great matter where we are, provided we see that the
Lord has placed us there, and that He is with us.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER.
X.

‘tin-nu--n-|q|—'q-'1'

CONCLUSION.

 E have now considered each of the seven petitions
into which this prayer is divided; petitions so full of

. meaning, suggestive rather than exhaustive; and we
trust the study has not been without profit. It remains to
gather some lessons from the prayer as a whole; and this, with
God’s help, we will seek to do in this our concluding paper.

The prayer is recorded in two of the gospels, those of
Matthew and Luke, and was given evidently on two separate
occasions, a special lesson belonging to each.

In Matthew it forms a part of what is known as the sermon
on the mount; but in Luke, at a later period, the form was
again given in answer to a request of the disciples, “Lord,
teach us to pray” (Luke xi. 1). The special thought in
Matthew is the spirituality of prayer; in Luke, our dependence.

In Matthew the Lord teaches that prayer is only of value as
we lay hold of God. Prayer in itself is of no merit, but as a
IIIQHHS

“ To move the hand, which moves the world,
To bring deliverance down.”

Who can tell its power? Prayer, that is the mere uttering of
words and stringing together of sentences, avails nothing;
hence, avoid vain repetitions, lest you become like the heathen,
who think they shall be heard for their much speaking. Prayer
as a display is an abomination; therefore, enter your closet and
pour out your heart to your Father in secret, lest you become
like the Pharisee, who wishes to be seen by man, and who
verily has his reward. “ Prayer is the wing wherewith the soul
flies to heaven,” as one old writer has it. Another says,
“ Prayer is a living heart that speaks in a living ear, the ear of
a living God.” Prayer is speaking to God from the heart, and
the Christian should only be at home, as certainly he can only
be healthy, in the atmosphere of prayer. Here, we believe,
is a principle of the utmost value, as it helps us to dis-
tinguish between things that differ. Prayer made as areligious
exercise, and exalted as that which in itself is of merit, is one
thing; the cry of a needy heart is another. It is true that
“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord,”
and that to them He says, “What hast thou to do . . .
that thou shouldest take My covenant in thy mouth P ” (Pro. xv.
8 and Ps. l. 16.) Many other scriptures also testify thatI
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the Most High has no delight in the formal utterances of those
whose hearts are far from Him, yet He has ever respect unto
the cry of need. The failure to perceive this difference has led
many dear children of God to conclude that the unsaved should
not pray ; and some have gone so far as to forbid their
children to pray till they» gave evidence of conversion, and to
exclude from family prayers unsaved members of the household.

It is well then to be clear that prayer, in itself, has no more
merit than the cry of the beggar for bread, and yet we may
add that it is only of value when it comes as a beggar’s
cry, for

“ Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,_
Uttered or unexpressed.”

To turn now to the occasion when the prayer was given,
as recorded by Luke, we find that the circumstances were
very different. Instead of speaking to His disciples, the Lord
was engaged in prayer Himself. As He finished, one of them
said—“ Lord, teach us to pray.” Here is the sense of
nothingness. Doubtless the disciples had been accustomed
to pray, but what a difference between their prayers and that
of the Master. The contrast was so striking that it brought
home its own lesson, and they asked to be taught to pray.

It is good for us when we also feel our poverty and weak-
ness; for it is when we have learned that we know not what
we should pray for as we ought, that we have the comforting
assurance of the mighty help of the Holy Spirit (Rom. viii. 26).
When the apostle has concluded that he is not sufficient to
think anything even of himself, then he speaks most boldly
of his sufficiency being of God. It was in answer to the
disciples’ petition that the Lord gave them this wondrous
prayer, and when we yield ourselves to the blessed Holy
Spirit, He most richly indites our prayers. When wordy
eloquence and orthodox phrases are discarded, because in
our felt poverty we can only groan out our needs, then it is
we pray most in the Holy Spirit. Self-esteem kills prayer,
but felt need feeds prayer.

Oh to be men and women of prayer! All God’s mighty
ones were men of prayer. Pre-eminent amongst them all
stands our great Example, the Lord jesus Christ, whose life
down here was indeed a life of prayer (Heb. v. 7) ; and now,
though crowned with glory and honour, and seated upon His
Father’s throne, yet still of Him we read, “He ever liveth to
make intercession” (Heb. vii. 2 5).
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The Law, and z‘/ze C‘/zrz'.s'Zz'a¢z’s re/atzlcm to 2'2‘.

“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. v. 17), “Praying always”
(Eph. vi. 18), “ In everything by prayer” (Phil. iv. 6), are still
unrepealed commandments of our Master, in the keeping of
which, like all others, we shall find great reward. We may
take it as true that no act is of God about which we cannot
honestly ask God’s mind. We should b_e suspicious of any-
thing that must be done first, and prayed about afterwards.
We may well doubt whether we are being led of God, if we
are required to take some important step about which there is
no time for seeking our Father’s face in prayer. Many and
precious are the promises given in Holy Writ to encourage
us in prayer. Gurnall wrote, many years ago, “ Never was
faithful prayer lost at sea. No merchant trades with such
certainty as the praying saint. Some prayers indeed have a
longer voyage than others, but then they come with the richer
lading.” But better still to faith are the words of our Saviour,
“All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive” (Matt. xxi. 22).. Therefore “ Pray ye.”

The Law, and the Christian’s relation to it.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS.

V.
,- {HE next passage to which I would call your attention is

Col. ii. 1o-15. It begins with—-“Ye are complete in
I Him, who is the Head of all principality and power.”

Then we read of “ putting off the body of the sins of the flesh”
by the judgment of Christ for us on the Cross—-being put to
death in the person of Christ on the Cross; then, “buried
with Him in baptism.” Observe that here, and in Rom. vi., we
are buried because we died. Christ died first, then was buried,
and then rose again the third day; that is the Gospel that Paul
preached (1 Cor. xv. 1-4). I am buried with Him in baptisrn,and
raised with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised Christ from the dead. God enables me to
live by the power of Christ in resurrection life. As it is put
in Rom. vi.--“ Walk in newness of life.” just as Christ laid
down His life, in the faith that God, in resurrection, would bring
Him into all Hehad promised to Him. Then in chap. iii.
we are exhorted, as those who are risen with Christ, to set our
affections on things above, and to mortify or put to death
our members on earth. It is our responsibility to live for

|__
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Christ, and it is also our highest privilege to do so.- Our
obedience to the ten commandments is one thing; and our
obedience to the will of Christ, through the power of the Spirit,
is another thing. Let me illustrate it, as in Rom. vii., by one
under the law. The relationship to the first husband is brought
to an end by death. Now she becomes married to another,
and she has to own the law and will of the new husband. 2

We will turn next to I Cor. ix. 21—“ To them that are without
law, as without law.” Mark where he stops. In case anybody
should think that he was encouraging lawlessness, he says—-
“ Being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ.”
Paul never forgot that he was married to the new husband;
that he had been put under law to the new husband, Christ.
There is the old law, the ten commandments, “Thou shalt not
steal,” &c. I am not to be looking now at the ten command-
ments, but I look to Christ, the new husband, who says, “ Let
him that stole, steal no more.” My new husband just echoes
the law; but He gives it as was never said before. He does
not want me to be looking at one time to Him, and at another
time to the law. I am delivered from the law, and now I am
to listen to His Word. Our relationship to the first husband
has been severed by death. It is aterrible delusion and mixing
up of the truth of the Gospel with law, to see in any so-called
“church,” the two tables put up on the wall, and the people
hearing the commandments read out every Lord’s-day, and
answering, as each one is read, “O Lord, incline our hearts to
keep this law.” It is going back to the old husband, the law.
Thus people try to bring in the law to dovetail with the Gospel,
but it spoils both. “ They continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine.” What a sad departure from the apostles’ doctrine,

 

when in Acts xxi. we read of Paul, in order to please the several"
thousands of the jews, uniting with four men who had a vow
upon them, “purifying himself with them and entering into
the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of
purification” (verse 26). Let us take care lest we put ourselves
under the law, and bring ourselves into bondagethereby.

( Ta lie continued.)

Goo shelters the weak in faith from many a storm, whereby
the strong in faith must be proved (Gen. xxii).

THE child of God proves the strength and grace of his
heavenly Father only as he walks in the ways of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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THE GOD OF JACOB.
E do not feelsurprised that God. should call himself

 the God of Abraham, or even the God of Isaac.
From the time that He appeared to Abraham in the

land of Mesopotamia, as the God of Glory, Abraham had let
go all besides to take God as his portion. Isaac was not
called to make the same sacrifices as his father, giving up home
and friends at the beginning and an only son at the end of his
course; but the glimpses of his course that we get in the book
of Genesis show him to have been a man of prayer and faith
who walked with God. But how different was the career of
]acob, and how wonderful was the long-suffering that bore
with all his waywardness; and then, most wonderful of all, that
God should join the name of such a self-willed, faulty child of
His with those of Abraham and Isaac, and call Himself the
God of Jacob also.

We once heard it said that the expression, “ the God of
Jacob,” in the Old Testament, exactly corresponds with the
words, “the God of all grace,” in the New; and we were
greatly struck with the truth and sweetness of the thought.
Anything that has cost us -a great deal, and about which we
have taken immense pains, has a very special value in our eyes
quite apart from its own worth. So when God calls Himself
“the God of Iacob,” the words carry the remembrance of how
infinite love could take infinite pains; and how, at the last, God
could delight to connect His own name with that of the one
who was the monument of all that painstaking and love.

The note of praise, with which ]ude’s precious epistle
concludes, can only rise from a heart that enters in some
measure into such thoughts on the part of God. “Now unto
Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.”
Who can sound the depths of that “ exceedbzg joy”? God will
write His name on each of His redeemed ones; and though
we have been jacobs indeed, He shall receive endless glory
and honour as the God of such jacobs.

We all remember how, in Hebrews xi., the Spirit of God calls
attention to the distinguishing acts of faith of many of the Old
Testament saints — Abel’s offering ; Enoch’s God-pleasing
walk ; Noah’s building the ark andentering into it ; Abraham’s
going out, not knowing whither he went, and, afterwards, his
offering up of Isaac, are all dwelt upon in turn. But what
can be said about Jacob? What did he do by faith? He
L I21
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T/re God of _/acoé.

took advantage of his brother’s need to rob him of his birth*
right. Later on, he tricked his brother out of the blessing that
belonged to the first-born. But there was nothing of faith in
this. He toiled hard in Syria for wives and flocks ; he
practised all sorts of devices to increase his wages, and out-
witted Laban, his father-in-law, at every turn. But the
Scriptures refer to none of these things as being the outcome
of faith. No ; we have to travel on and on in ]acob’s history,
till at last we come to his dying hour. Then only is it that the
Spirit of God can tell of something that he did “ by faith.”
“ By faith jacob; when he was a-dying, blessed both the sons
of joseph 3 and worshipped, leaning upon the_top of his staff”
(Heb. Xi. 21). .

Do we think it strange that these should be singled out as
acts of faith? When, by faith, God’s servants stopped the
mouths of lions or quenched the violence of fire, there seemed
a reason for mentioning such things. But why tell us that
dying ]acob blessed his two grandsons, and worshipped upon
the top of his staff, and say that this was by faith? If we look
at the words in which he blessed them, and compare these
dying words with the character of all his long life, we shall not
be at a loss for a reply.

Let us first take a rapid glance back at ]acob’s life history.
From the beginning he had been a man of schemes and plans,
showing great ingenuity and remarkable natural resources.
When he had to leave home through fear of his brother Esau’s
anger, God met with him at Bethel, and made him wonderful
promises. All God’s promises are precious because of what
God Himself is ; and what more could God sayto give weight
to his promises, than to remind jacob that He was the Lord
God of Abraham and the God of Isaac? After declaring that
He would give Jacob the land on which he had been lying,
and make his seed as the dust of the earth, God went on to
say, “ And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whither thou goest, an-il will bring thee again into this
land 5 for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I
have spoken to thee of ” (Gen. xxviii. r 5). To this ]acob
answered with a vow, and his vow began with an “ if.” Unlike
Abraham, who believed God’s word when he had nothing
else to lean upon, ]acob says, “ If God will be with me, and
will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to
eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s
house in peace ; then shall the Lord be my God " (ver. zo, 21).
- : 1- 0-—— -— * —-r- ___. ri" __._ —- '-_ _ _1i_, —ll-I-r _‘ 1 ' ' " _’_- ' l—‘ ?#'i 
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What an answer to give back to God; and what abound-
ing grace it was, on God’s part, that undertook to teach
this unbelieving heart, till at last it should really know and
rest in God Himself.

(To fie eomfzbzzeeai. )
_-.1.1-—-|u —. ,., .,,_____ ____ ,_. _ _...._._. .__.-_‘_ ___ H _,.;..- F , _ .. -

“PRESERVED IN JESUS CHRIST."
(jude I.)

I‘

OUR TRIUMPH.

“Kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation”
(I Peter i. 5).

ova Loan-’s PRAYER FOR Us.
“Holy Father, keep through Thine own Name those whom

Thou hast given Me ” (john xvii. rr).

OUR CRY.
“Keep me as the apple of the eye; hide me under the shadow

of Thy wings ” Ps.xvii. 8).

oua i{I11SPONSlBII.I"1‘\-’.
“Keep yourselves in the love of God ” (]ude 21).

OUR RESOURCE.
“The Lord is thy keeper” (Psalm cxxi. 5).

our: noxorocr. ;,
“Now unto Him that is all to keep» you from falling, . . . I

be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now |
and ever. Amen” (]ude 24, 25).

“H ___._ ..,_ .. . ._..._ . -- ..__..... -  I— ———------ - - - -

“HE RESTORETH MY sour." !
- (Psalm xi-tiii. 3.)

wandered far away, Satan always seeks to hinder any
 Na child of God has grown cold in heart, and has e

thought of return by making it appear that the way
back will be long and difficult. But what is it that we want to

I get back to? The strayed sheep in Matthew xviii. had got a
long way from the fold and from the other sheep, but it had

' raj;
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“He Restore!/t my Soul.”

not got a long way from the shepherd. How was that?
Because the shepherd had followed it all the way, and was
close at hand; and all the long journey back to where the
other sheep had been left was made on the shepherd’s shoulder.
As to the state of our hearts, as to any experience or enjoyment
of the love of Christ, it is quite true that many have got a long
way from Him. But while we are far off from Him, He is
very close to us; and when our hearts turn back to Him, it
needs no long and weary search before we find Him, for He is
waiting to restore and to rejoice over the wanderer.

In the parable the ninety and nine could do nothing towards
sharing in the shepherd’s loving care for the -wanderer, But
no parable can illustrate all the truth 5 and, in reality, we are
not merely sheep, but are called to be shepherds also. There
is no more Christ-like mark of shepherd character than the
grace that will keep us close at hand to those who have
wandered far away. And can there be any higher joy than
that the Lord jesus should use us to make known to the
broken-hearted wanderer how near He is to restore and to bless ?

It is true that there are things to which the backslider cannot
be restored in a moment, and we are not overlooking this. The
power and fitness for service may have been lost for a time,
especially where there has been any open fall before the
world. To hurry the one who has been newly delivered from
backsliding into any position of prominence would be a great
mistake, and sure to lead to sorrowful consequences. The
shepherd did not bring all the circumstances and surroundings
of the pasture land up on to the mountains, but he did come
himself. What, then, we want to aim at, is to act in fellowship
with the Lord jesus in going after the wanderers. The first
matter is that they shall be restored to the Lord Himself 5 but,
if that restoration is real, it will lead on to something more.
After the shepherdhad found the strayed sheep on the mountains,
and had taken it on his shoulders, it could not possibly be
brought any nearer to himself. But his work was not ended,
and hedid 11ot stop till he had brought the sheep back to all
that it wandered from. This is always the way of the Great
Shepherd, and it should be our way too, when we are seeking to
care for the flock which He has purchased with His own blood.

ARE we" content to leave our cause in the hands of God?
]ob should have done this at the first 5 but by justifying
himself he increased his trouble.
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“TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE.”
(I Samuel xv. 22.) W

apt OST of us are willing to mourn with Milton-
“ Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, and all our woe.”

In the abstract, we vie with one another in the condemnation
of this first sin. Yes, we all believe in the principle of
obedience ; but it is in the practice that the shoe pinches.

I When some particular precept is singled out and brought
home to us, all seems so different ; and all at once so many
things seem to come between usand the doing of it. Be it so;
these difficulties should but prove the warmth of our love, the
reality of our purpose. Or, again, there appear so many good
reasons why I need not be so very particular to keep this
particular commandment. To illustrate :--A lamplighter was
converted, and it was not long before we told him of his
privilege to confess his Lord in baptism. At first he was
delighted with the thought of being able to do something for
his Saviour, but afterwards it came home to him that this would
cost something. “The church” with which he was connected
by no means approved of such things. Would he have to give
it up, and with it the temporal emoluments it brought? While
he was dead, being a “member” brought no trouble, but
directly there was life the trouble began. Presently the thought
came to him, “Why need I be baptised? Our minister is a
good man, and yet he has not been baptised. I can”t expect
to be better than he.” The next time we saw him he gave us
this excuse, which for the time had quieted his conscience.
We asked him to read Nehemiah viii. ; indeed, we read it to-
gether. At first he did not see theconnection. “You see,”
we said, “Israel had not kept the feast of tabernacles since
the days of joshua; that is, hundreds of years had gone by
since they had obeyed the Lord in this particular. Yet when
they found it written in the book, they gladly did it, and the
result was great joy. ‘They"did not say, ‘David was a man
after God’s own heart, and as he did not keep the feast there
is no necessity for us to do so.’ Nay, though it was true that
many devoted men of God, as Samuel, josiah, &c., had failed
in this particular, yet they did not find in this failure an excuse
for their disobedience, but gladly carried out the mind of God
in this matter, to find, as all must, that in keeping His com-
mandments there is great reward” (Psalm xix. 1 1). Our brother
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saw the force of this, and not long after went down into the
waters of baptism, and thus showed his love to the Master.

Again, we often say about some plain commandment, “If I
had seen this when first I was converted, I should have been
glad to do it, but it has been left so long undone that I can
hardly be expected to do it now.” Another illustration from
Old Testament history may help. jehovah had said that every
man-child amongst his people should be circumcised when
eight days old (Gen. xvii. 12). Long after, Israel was about
to enter into the promised land. After forty years of waiting,
they have now only to go forward and possess. Yet one thing
must be done ere the captain of the Lord’s hosts can lead
them on to victory and ]ericho’s walls fall down before their
triumphant shouts. They must be circumcised. Forty long
years of disobedience must not be unnoticed. ]ehovah’s
appointment must be kept. But, surely, if in any case delay
might be pleaded as an excuse for not doing the appointed
thing, this was one. They might say, “But this was only for
those eight days old, and many of us are now mighty warriors.
It is but a sign after all of God’s covenant, and we, who have
been fed from heaven a.nd led by God’s own hand so manifestly,
do not new require such a sign.” But no, these cavils were not
heard in Israel’s camp. Obedience late, better than obedience
never, seemed their motto.

We might continue; but, alas! to slay the ill weeds of human
excuses seems but to make room for others of the same evil
growth. s Rather let us seek that which shall destroy the very root
of them all. To cultivate the state of heart that can cry with
the Psalmist, “I love Thy commandments above gold, yea,
above fine gold. Therefore I esteem all Thy precepts con-
cerning ali things to be right; and I hate every false way”
(Psalm cxix. 127, 128), is the best way to clear the ground.
May it be ours to seek this for ourselves, before we apply the
edge of the sword to our brethren, not forgetting that the Lord
commanded us “to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our
God, for our good always” (Dent. vi. 24).

Go1:>’s purposes of grace are a golden chain; not a link must
be missing.

Tun ark of God at jordan went before the people, was in
their midst, followed after. Christ is the leader, the rereward
and the glory in the midst of the Church, their life and bond
of fellowship.
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if IIGrace and Truth came by Jesus Christ.
(john i. I7.)

TI-IE days are quickly passing, the hour is surely nigh,
When God’s own Holy Spirit, descending from on high,
Shall fall on the disciples, who wait that Spirit birth,
To take the name of jesus and sound it through the earth.
Their orders are to tarry and wait the promised gift,
Then, clad in heavenly armour, Christ’s banner to uplift.
So, in high expectation, they meet with one accord,
And in one place are waiting the promise of their Lord.
Without one note of warning, while stillness -reigns around,
As by a mighty tempest the house is filled with sound.
And tongues of lambent glory crown every head with flame
Thus, on the Church’s birthday, the Holy Spirit came.
Now every mouth is opened, now words of joyful sound,
In every tongue and language, amaze the throng around.
In every tongue that’s spoken by Adam’s fallen race
They hear the wondrous tidings of God’s redeeming grace.
But though the tongues are varied, the subject is the same.
One only name is uttered, ’tis jesus’ mighty Name.
jesus on earth rejected, of earth and heaven now Lord ;
Despised of men, exalted by the right hand of God.
The “many tongues” have vanished----the Spirit still remains ,
He dwells in all believers, in loyal hearts He reigns.
And, led by Him, disciples gather “with one accord,”
Unto our blessed centre, the Name of Christ, the Lord.
The place may be a hovel, a barren mountain side,
A dungeon or a palace, a pathless desert wide 3
Wherever we are gathered, oh ! miracle of grace, -
Through jesus’ blood we worship within the holy place.
The Lord Himself is with us—what else can we desire?
We need no priest or clergy, no incense and no choir,
No sacerdotal vestments ; our Priest before the throne
Presents our prayer and praises, and links them with His own
Oh, brethren, holy brethren, beloved of the Lord,
See that no “ burning question,” see that no jarring chord,
Scatter where He hEtS gathered. Our watchword from above
I5 “'g1'a,ce and truth ”--truth only--~but only truth in love.

E.B
1 7"-' "-—'—' I W- 
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“rue SCRIPTURE cannot BE. BROKEN.”
(john x. 35.)

“;'== I E shall not add unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish from it,” said Moses to the

“-— children of Israel, when he was delivering to them
a second time all the judgments and statutes and command-
ments of God (see Dent. iv. 2).

“ The Scripture cannot be broken,” said the Lord Iesus,
when declaring to the unbelieving jews of a later day His
oneness with the Father (]ohn x. 35). I

We live in a day of widespread and unblushing infidelity,
and the most solemn feature of this infidelity is the firm foot-
ing it has got among the professed children of- God, and most
especially among those who claim to be ministers of Christ.
The testimony of men like Mr. Spurgeon and others, who
mourn over the condition of things they describe, is abundantly
borne out on every side. We have no need, therefore, to bring
proof of what we refer to, for it is too well known to need it.
But we would seek to inquire as to the cause of a state of things
so terrible. I

Whenever we begin to tamper in the smallest degree with
any part of the Word of God, we are directly undermining the
authority of the whole. This tampering may be of the nature
either of adding to or of taking from God’s Word; indeed, the
one is sure to lead to the other. The scribes and Pharisees
had added a host of traditions of men to the law which God
had given. They never professed to disbelieve or to set aside
God’s Word, but they added to it, by “teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men ” (Matt. xv. 9). ‘

Now it is impossible to give equal honour and authority to
God’s Word and to man’s ; to the Scripture and to the added
tradition. So we find the Lord ]esus saying to these scribes
and Pharisees, “Full well ye reject z‘/ze commandment qf God,

,that ye may keep your awn z‘raa’z'z‘z'en ‘ii (Mark vii. 9)., This is
certain to be the case whenever additions are made to what
God has spoken. The addition soon leads on to the diminish-
ing, for the two things cannot hold together; and unless grace
is given to perceive and confess the sin of the addition, the
clinging to the tradition will lead to the rejection of the
commandment.

When Satan first sought to bring about man’s ruin, he began
by altering and obscuring what God had said. “Yea, hath
God said, . Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
was his question to Eve. We know that God had not said so

1|i|—pq __ ___ _l__ __ ___.-H ___ _ ,__. _-_-q-— — .1 _ __._" ' ' '- '-—T._._;-— ------- _ _ _— _.

128



The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

The Believers Pathway 9 (1888)

fi___.

I

i

: “ T/ze Sergbtzzre ermnet be BreZ2erz.”

at all (Gen. ii. 16), and Eve attempted to correct Satan’s version
of the matter; but she did not keep to God’s exact words her-

, self. God had said, speaking of the tree that was in the midst
I‘

I

of the garden, “In the day that thou eatest thereof time shalt
I surely die.” But the woman changed this into “Ye shall not

eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, Zest ye die.” This prepared
I the way for the next step, and Satan boldly gives God the lie,
- saying “Ye shall not surely die.” Let ever so little uncer-

I

-I

It is this that makes im licit obedience to every word of

I

i tainty be introduced into the sure Word of God, which is
“settled for ever in heaven” (Ps. cxix. 89), and there is no
stopping-place till the whole is cast aside.

ZIITWI*1“Ill!

P .
I God of such immense importance, and declares the Satanic

I origin of the principle that permits of the addition of human
devices and traditions. Baby-sprinkling and confirmation by i

I the so-called bishop cannotexist along with the baptism com-
» manded by the Lord Jesus of those who have confessed their I

faith in Him. A humanly-administered mass, sacrament or I
1-11 ordinance, in which the official person who administers it is

an absolute essential, cannot possibly stand side by side with I
é the simple breaking of bread by which the disciples show His I
I death till He come. The human ordination of anyone who I
y has chosen the ministry as a profession, and has gone to a

college, cannot agree with the Divine calling and qualifying of
His servants by God Himself. And. neither can any of the
various human arrangements, by which the man-made minister
is appointed to his sphere of service, consist with the com-

; mandment to elder brethren in each assembly to feed the flock
, and take the oversight thereof. I In all these cases, and, alas,
I in many more, the commandment of God has been rejected,

1 because men have been determined to keep their own tradition.
I
I

I these things that the hearts of believers even are prepared for I
. the questioning of the most solemn and important doctrines of

But our object in referring to these things is not merely to
I show that they are wrong in themselves. We would point out

their further consequences—consequences so disastrous that, if |
4 God’s children could only be brought to realise them, they

I would shrink from all fellowship with these things, just as they I
would from the blasphemy of the avowed infidel. It is by

i the Word of God. And it is by these things that the mass of I
professors have been brought into a condition to accept withI
delight the teachings of barely disguised infidels. The con-
sciences of multitudes of Christians are not shocked by the
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mere suggestion that anything in God’s Word may be set  
aside as found wanting, either by the superior wisdom or the
altered circumstances of these days. Ask any believer to find
you in the New Testament a mixed congregation of believers
and unbelievers, who unite to pay one or two official persons
to conduct their worship, to shepherd the congregation, and to
administer ordinances--a congregation in which every mouth
is pereinptorily closed when they come together, except those of
the officials above named. Any one, with the least knowledge I
of the Scriptures, must at once admit that such a thing is not I
to be found. But in how few cases is the admission accom-
panied by any confession of the sin of having introduced and I
carried on a system so wholly contrary to the Word of God. j
On the contrary, it is commonly justified on the ground that I
times are changed, and that the old order of things would be y
quite unsuitable to the present day. Consequently, when the I
time comes for Satan to begin to assault the foundations of '-
the truth, the same argument is successfully made use of. The '
advance of education and general enlightenment makes it I
necessary that the doctrines of religion should be revised and
adjusted to suit the times. Mark, it is not the doctrines of the
Word of God, but the doctrines of religion. If there were any
real acknowledgment of God, and that God had spoken, how
would it be possible to talk of revising and correcting? No ;
the rejection of the commandment is the rejection of God
Himself, and with the surrender of one jot or tittle of the I
Word of God, we lose our hold upon every part. I I

When such Ia subject as this is touched upon, there are I
many ready to cry out that love should keep us from saying
Such things. We believe that many who speak thus are -
thoroughly sincere and honest in what they say. But they I
have never had their eyes open to the true character of the evil,

iand hence they look upon all faithful dealing with it as making I
far too much of matters of secondary importance. We would
earnestly commend what we have written to all such, and we
purpose, if the Lord will, to come back to the subject next
month. g

]ssUs should not be unto us a friend who calls upon us now
and then but one with whom we walk everinore. I

OUR ti-ials are needful now for the exercise and growth of _
faith, and no less needful for our joy and glory at the appearing
of the Lord. I

13o
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“ THOU ART iviv PORTION, 0 LORD."
(Ps. cxix. 57.)

(Extract from a letter to a young believer on first going to reside
among strangers.)

T is good, at each fresh stage of our journey, to remember
 that we are about to enter upon fresh opportunities for
-- serving the Lord, to meet with fresh calls to witness for

Him, and to encounter fresh forms of temptation. But how
good, in connection with each of these thoughts, to realise
that the God whom we do know will be enough for us in the
difficulties which, as yet, we do not know.

In the prospect of untried circumstances, it is so sweet to be
able to sirig—- ' -

“ He knows the way He taketh,
And I will walk with Him,”

But, then, how important it is that we should really be
purposed in heart to walk with Him.

I have S0 often experienced the immense importance of a
right beginning. A very little false step at the first, the failure
to confess Christ when the first opportunity was presented,
makes everything so much more difficult afterwards. Itis very
sure that Satan is on the watch to take us unawares at the
earliest possible opportunity, and, doubtless, he prepares his
plans beforehand. We, too, want to be prepared beforehand ;
but it cannot be by some counter-plan of ours. Our preparation
is to enter upon the new scene with a deep sense of our weak-
ness and sinfulness, and with a corresponding assurance that
all the wisdom and power of God are for the help of the one
who trusts Him.

While it is specially important to bear all this in mind when
we are entering upon some wholly new circumstances, it is in
reality just what we want for every day. Each day brings its
own opportunities, and each day will have its own temptations.
So each day needs to be begun with a fresh learning of the
humbling, but soul-strengthening lessons of the Cross. “As ye
have therefore received Christ jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
Him” (Col. ii. 6). God had taught us that there was nothing
good in us, and that there was all-sufficiehcy in Christ.
That was the way in which we received Him; and it is by
the daily renewal of that blessed two-fold lesson in our hearts,
that we shall be enabled to walk in Him.

Wuouvun is in our company, we ought to keep company
more with God than with them. .
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The Law, and the Christians relation to it.
NOTES AT A BIBLE CLASS.

VI
33,-. EXT let us read Eph.. vi. 1--“Children, obey your parents

in the Lord.” Notice how the commandment is
brought in here. It is only brought in by way of

reference, showing how the law says the same thing as the Lord.
God made it the first commandment to which He attached any.
promise. So the apostle, in the New Testament, by referring to
the law, points out how the Lord says the same thing. The
apostle again and again refers to the Old Testament in that way.
There are many things in which the law is most valuable as a
book of reference. It is from the law that the law of our land
is formed in relation to marriage, &c. In the New Testament
we are distinctly told of certain things in connection with the
ceremonial law which are abrogated, such as things clean and
unclean. Paul says, “ I am persuaded by the Lord Iesus, that
there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth
any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean ” (Rom. xiv. 14).
We are taught in the New Testament that there are certain
parts of the law that are beneficial to man as a social being
upon earth; whilst there are other things, purely ceremonial
and typical, which we are not responsible to maintain in the
present dispensation. I would make an observation in con-
nection with Acts xv. 19, zo, where the Gentiles are instructed
to “abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and
from things strangled, and from blood.” After the flood, then
again under the law, and here once more, in the Christian
dispensation, we are forbidden to eat blood. It is unnatural to
do so; it was never meant for human food. Then, regarding
abstaining from pollutions of idols, &c., we have to bear in
mind that amongst those early Christians were Gentiles, who
were converted from amongst the abominations of idolatry and
heathendom ; and it was therefore important that they should
be instructed to keep‘ clear of any thing, which might bring
them once more into association with those heathen
abominations.

[It will be seen that these notes conclude somewhat abruptly.
This is in consequence of the discontinuance, for a time, of
the Bible Class, before the subject was completed]

LET us be skilful to make God’s matters ours; then shall we
_JL_gg$gf{-=-,‘g~‘i*‘lfg1131f He makes our matters His.
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“How Precious are Thy Thoughts unto Me."

f i (Psalm cxxxix. I7.)

.., HAT a touching scene is that last supper which the
1 Master had with His disciples. How His wondrous

. W love shines out in every incident of it. And in
what sharp contrast the dulness and selfishness of those
disciples rise up. Surely they were slow of heart to believe.
Yet how in deeds, as well as in the letter, we find that having
loved His own He loved them unto the end.

Little did they enter into that great desire of His to eat the
supper with them ere He suffered. Still less did they share
those glowing anticipations of future glory, when it should have
its uttermost fulfilment in the kingdom of God.

1 In this the night of His betrayal, His thoughts are how He
- can best serve His people. Though the dark shadows of the
j Cross are gathering round Him, and the awful hour of darkness

~ draws near, yet, thinking not of Himself, He will use these
. very moments to leave behind something that shall bless His

Church all the days of her pilgrimage. These sacred hours
I shall hallow in His pe0ple’s affection the simple feast, which

shall be the Divine memorial of His death of shame, His life of
sorrow; in a word, of Himself. Can we ever prize it too highly?

But 2‘/ixey, alas! unable to share His all-gracious purpose, fill
 up these holy moments with contention as to who should be
l greatest (Luke Xxii. 24). How tenderly does He rebuke them ;
i how graciously does He instruct them; till, as we read the

story, we feel how ashamed they must be under the gentle
l reproof. And then, that they may not be cast down above

* measure, He adds, “Ye are they which have continued with
Me in My temptations” (Luke xxii. 28). The Revised Version
begins the sentence with “ but,” and Rotherham has “ notwith-

i standing.” The latter may help to give us the meaning best.
L The Master will give them all the credit He can. What-

soever good thing there is about them He is sure to know it,
It ‘yes, and value it too. What a Master we have. Let this en-
, courage us, that there is none so quick as He to discern the
Ii mark of grace, the impulse of love, the purpose of the heart to

please Him (1 Cor. iv. 5). Gideon was surprised, it may be,
to be called a mighty man of valour, ere he had done aught for
his people (judges vi. 12)". Lot would hardly expect credit for
his distaste of Sodom ways, whilst within its guilty walls. And,
in after days, with what chastened memories would those
disciples remember these loving words. Would they not say,
‘_‘Though so unworthily engaged: though. as He so well
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“The Scrqfitzzre crmrzot be Broken.”

knew, about to forsake Him 3 yet He remembered at least
what we had done for Him—-He knew and owned that in
heart we were true to Him "P

Their Master is our Master. The same loving estimate is
put on any act of self-denial we may be enabled to do for Him.
May this assurance draw out our love, and in the hour of trial
nerve us for the battle.

Again, let those who would restore others take heed to own
what is of God in the erring one, and so gain the conscience ;
otherwise they may seem, though only fellow-servants, to use
the Master’s rodwithout the Master’s grace, and so harden
rather than restore. l

- ---- -- --—- ~._ . ----_ 

“THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN.”
(john X. 35. )

II.

ix returning to this deeply-important subject, it may be well
to take note of the fact that it IS quite possible for men to

-—- make the loudest boast about strict observance of the letter
of Scripture, while they are at the same ‘time the enemies of
the Cross of Christ. The Mormons, or Latter-day Saints as
they style themselves, and the so-called Christadelphians are
remarkable instances of this. Few people, who have not come
into close contact with these Satanic systems, have any idea of
the pretensions they make to an exact carrying out of the
commandments and church order of the New Testament ; yet
all the time they are using_.their apparent obedience to blind
people’s eyes, so that they may lead others to the adoption of
their own abominable doctrines. But we must not think that
it is only among such deceivers as these that great zeal for the
letter of truth may exist, with little heart for Christ Himself._
We are always in danger of going to one extreme or another.
Some of us, in our desire to press the importance of a right
condition of -soul, make little of obedience to all the Word of
God. Others, again, with a genuine zeal to re-establish
neglected commandments of God’s Word, are sadly lacking in
the patience and grace which alone will commend these com-
mandments to those who have neglected them.

It _is well, then, to bear all this in mind, so that we may be
on our watch against the danger, and may seek grace to be
delivered from it. But all this does not in any way take away

_____ _..
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from the truth of what we started with. For centuries pro-
fessing Christians have been trained up from infancy to suppose
that they may lawfully set aside portions of God’s Word. In
some cases they are told as much in plain words ; in others, it
is seldom said openly, but they see practices carried on
systematically, of which the New Testament contains not a
trace. When they ask what authority there is for these things,
they are told that some such organisation is necessary in
these days, and that the primitive order is quite unsuitable
to the condition of things in which we find ourselves. It may
be useful to give a definite example of what we refer to. In a
pamphlet by Mrs. Booth, on “Female Ministry,” the authoress
is endeavouring to evade the force of I Cor. xiv. 34, 35, and
thus writes :--“ If anyone still insists on a literal application of
this text, we beg to ask how he disposes of the previous part of
the chapter where it occurs. Surely if one verse be so
authoritative and binding, the whole chapter is equally so ; and,
therefore, those who insist on a literal application of the words
of Paul, under all circumstances and through all time, will be
careful to observe the apostle’s order of worship in their own
congregations. But, we ask, where is the minister who lets his
whole church prophesy one by one, and himself sits still and
listens while they are speaking, so that all things may be done
decently and in order? But Paul as expressly lays down this
order as he does the rule for women, and he adds, ‘the things
that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord’
(ver. 37). Why, then, do not ministers abide by these
directions? We anticipate their reply -- ‘ Because these
directions were given to the Corinthians as temporary arrange-
ments ; and, though they were the commandments of the Lord
to them at that time, they do not apply to all Christians at
all times.’” Mrs. Booth accepts the answer, but contends that
it is just as applicable to verses 34 and 3 5 as to the rest of the
chapter, and she concludes as.follows:~—“Until, therefore, learned
dlvines make a personal application of the rest of the chapter,
they must excuse us declining to do so of the 34th verse.”

Mrs. Booth’s argument is unanswerable by those to whom it
is addressed, the upholders of human traditions as of greater
authority than the Scriptures. To the simple believer, who can
say from his heart, “ I esteem all Thy precepts concerning all
things to be right ; and I hate every false way ” (Ps. cxix. 128),
1t is utterly without force. But can we not see in all this, the
most painfully convincing evidence as to how skilfully Satan
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has prepared the way for his assault upon the whole truth of
God ? By such arguments as the above, Christian teachers have
justified practices not to be found in God’s I-Vord, and the
people have become willing to have it so. Who is going to fix a
limit to the use of such reasonings? Where is the line to be drawn
beyond which there must be no trifling with that which is
written? It is easy to answer that we must at all costs maintain
the fundamental truths. If we surrender the outworks to the
enemy, we have ourselves to blame when he makes a successful
assault upon the citadel itself. The mind that has long been
accustomed to see certain portions of the Scriptures set aside
as out of date, is suitably prepared for repeating the process
again and again. Hence it is that we have the appalling
spectacle before us of professedly Christian preachers, from
hundreds of pulpits, dismissing the great verities of the Cross
as only fit for an unenlightened past; while many of God’s
children listen with very little concern, and the religious world
applauds with rapture. I

It is no use denouncing the evil fruit and ignoring the root
from which it springs. We do not question the sincerity of
many who have been speaking with no uncertain sound of late
of the existing condition of things ; but in faithfulness to God,
and in love to fellow-saints, we are bound to go further.
Having sought out the reason of the widespread and ever-
increasing infidelity among the professing churches, are we not
responsible to take a stand for God and the truth, and to seek
to show our brethren where the only sure foothold for faith still
remains?

While God’s children are submitting themselves even partially
to human traditions, they may deceive themselves even as to
the things in which they are acting according to the Scriptures.
In Is. xxix. I 3 (R.V.) we read—“ And the Lord said, Forasmuch
as this people draw nigh unto Me, and with their mouth and
with their lips do honour Me, but have removed their heart far
from Me, and their fear of Me is a commandment of men which
hath been taught them.” The test of our obedience is not when
God’s Word and the human authority speak the same thing ;
for, though we do the thing that God commands, our fear of
Him-—our apparent obedience-—may be nothing more than a
commandment of men which has been taught us. But when
God says one thing and tradition another, then it is seen
whether our obedience is given to God or not. “ Concerning
the works of men,” wrote the Psalmist “by the word of Thy

_ ___ _ _ 5‘
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lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer” (Ps. xvii. 4);
and this is our way of safety to-day. Eve thought herself
capable of choosing what was best, instead of confiding in God
and gratefully accepting what He gave. To disbelieve His
solemn warning as to the consequences of disobedience easily
followed, when the heart had gone astray from Him. Even so
now 3 believers may begin with choosing for themselves about
the order and ordinances of God’s assembly, instead of thank-
fully accepting the gifts bestowed by the ascended and glorified
Christ. Presently they consider themselves competent to judge
the doctrines of God’s revealed truth, and again they choose
the cleverly-devised substitute, and reject that which is from
God. One false step leads to another, and if we would be
delivered ourselves, and desire to help to deliver others, we
must needs seek grace to judgethe whole of our departures in
heart from God, so that we may be able to pray in truth—
“With my whole heart have I sought Thee: O let me not
wander from Thy comrnandments ” (Ps. cxix. Io).

“ PERFECT PEACE."
‘*'\ELDOl\/[ has a child of God been placed in more painful

.§. circumstances than those in which David found himself,
" ' when fleeing from jerusalem, pursued by his own son,

his favourite son, Absalom, who sought his life. Many years
before, Nathan had uttered the solemn prophecy, “ The sword
shall never depart from thine house,” and thatprophecy was
still being fulfilled. Yet amid all the sorrow of such unspeak-
ably painful circumstances, his heart was kept in perfect peace;
and Psalm iii., written at that very time, tells how confidently
he rested in God.

David had sinned grievously, and he was enduring the
pumshment of his sin ; but David had experienced the
blessedncss of the man whose sin is forgiven, and he was
walking with God. Psalm ii. tells us how deep were the
exercises of soul he had passed through, and the humbling
effect of these exercises had never passed away. A half
confession, leading only to a half restoration, leaves the soul
without settled peace in time of trouble. But a deep, real
dealing with God about our sin, such as wholly condemns self
and justifies God, removes every hindrance to communion,
whatever the circumstances may be.

L -
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. COMMUNION.

How swift the golden moments glide,
, When we together, side by side,

Show forth Thy death, O Lord;
While notes of praises sweetly ring,
Thanksgivings unto Thee we bring,

“ According to Thy word.

We seem as if, for one brief hour,
Transported by the Spirit’s power, i

1 Like him of Patmos’ isle,
To scenes in which earth has no place,
To living founts of love and grace,

Our joy and peace Thy smile.

i Faith backward turns her piercing eye
. Once more to view Gethsemane,
4 And weep beneath the Cross ;
!_ Remembering in the bread and wine
l Thy love, unsearchable, divine,
I And counts all else but loss.

Hope points us onward to the day
I’ Wherein, together caught away,

We’ll meet Thee in the air.
What joy shall fill our souls when we

T Thy face in righteousness shall see,
And Thine own image bear.

Ii“_-

_iI"‘“l

Love, like a mighty ocean-tide,
Thy love, O God, so vast and wide,

i The same from age to age,
y Has won our hearts and sealed us Thine _;
: O may it brightly in us shine,
i“ And all our thoughts engage.

l
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THE cor) o1= JACOB.
‘ II.

ACOB’S“if,” in answer to the promise of God, showed
how little his heart really relied on that promise. Our
confidence must either be in God or in self, and the

great purpose of God’s gracious training of us is to teach us
the two wonders which the Cross reveals—-

“ The wonder of His glorious love,
And my own worthlessness.”

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made
perfect in weakness,” was the precious lesson which the thorn
in the flesh was to teach the apostle Paul ; and when he had
learned the lesson, he was able to glory in infirmities, so that
the power of Christ might rest upon him.

This, then, was the lesson that God was teaching jacob
all his life through: but jacob was a much slower learner
than Paul; and he not only needed to be taught, line upon
line, precept upon precept, but, after he seemed to have
mastered the lesson in some measure, he had to be taken
back to the beginning again. And how little the character
of God’s dealings with jacob seems to be understood by
many believers. Hymns are written about “wrestling
jacob”; in our very Bibles, the headings to the chapters
read—-“jacob wrestles with an angel.” Yet, the point of
the whole of what took place that memorable night at
Peniel, was that God wrestled with jacob. God’s difficulties
in fulfilling His promises to jacob were not in circumstances,
or in ']acob’s enemies, but in jacob himself. It was jacob
that needed to be broken down; and that long night in
which God wrestled with him, gives us the key to all God’s
dealings with His self-sufficient child. God is infinitely
gracious. If a gentle chastening will accomplish His purpose,
He delights to stay His hand ; if a thorn in the flesh will teach
us our weakness and His sufficiency, He‘ will not inflict
anything heavier 3, but if we still think we have some strength,
some wisdom, some sufficiency of our own, He must needs
go on wrestling, even if He has to put a thigh out of joint,
and so reduce us to utter helplessness. Then the helpless
one will cling to Him, the almighty God, and there is room
for His strength to be made perfect in weakness.

That night God gave jacob the new name, that belonged
to him as the one so utterly broken down that he could only

F
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T/ze Gad of face/2.

cling to God. "Yet the lesson of that night was often for-
gotten afterwards, and the jacob character displayed itself
again and again. And so we are led on to the close of his
life, when, at last, the Spirit of God can call attention to an
act that is the genuine outcome of faith. Let us turn to
Gen. xlviii. Joseph had been told that his father was ill,
and he took his two sons to receive their grandfathefs
blessing. And what has jacob now to say? What is it
that shall make his blessing to have a special value? He
does not recount anything that he has accomplished himself 5
but he goes back to that night when God appeared to him
at Bethel, and blessed him (verses 3 and 4); There is no
“if” now. True, ]acob’s seed were not in possession of
the promised land, for he and all that belonged to him were
strangers in Egypt 5 but the blessing that jacob is going to
bestow on his grandsons has the promise of God for its
foundation, and not merely that which his eyes have seen.

V The life lesson has been learned at last, and jacob, who
had so often leaned to his own understanding in the times
of his own need, now lays hold upon God for Ephraim and
Manasseh. “God, before whom my fathers Abraham and
Isaac did walk.” He does not claim to have walked before God
himself; but he knows now that God never forsook him,
however he may have forgotten God. “The God which fed
me all my life long, unto this day.” The word for “fed ” is
really shepherded. It is much more than the mere feeding,
and includes all the guarding and succouring of the shepherd
for the sheep, indeed, it is the twenty—third Psalm in one
word. Who can tell how sweetly that confession of ]acob’s
sounded in the ears of God? All His grace and goodness are
recognised and owned at last, and He is counted upon to
fulfil that which is yet lacking of His promise. “The Angel
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads.” The Angel
is still his Shepherd-God. The expression, “the Angel,” seems
to speak of God’s manifested presence, and doubtless refers
to the night of wrestling. How precious that makes it. The
One who put out his thigh is the Angel that redeemed him
from all evil. This expression corresponds with the one in
Isaiah lxiii. 9—“In all their affliction He was afflicted, and
the Angel of His presence saved them: in His love and in
His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried
them all the days of old.”

It matters not what the particular act may be, whether
$r."- -:;— --- — . —- ._ __-I-in-||._. rlvu-1-. l H - _ __ ___,_,'--_ ____-_..._ —__ - 7 __ _ __ _ T ,_._ _-.
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“flat Goa’ be True, Jim‘ artery Marx tr Lz'm'.”

stopping the mouths of lions or the worship of a feeble old ._
I man. God is honoured when we believe His Word and I

V count upon Himself ; and it is then that the Spirit of God
. can say of what we do “BY FAITH.” This is what God E

brought jacob to, as the result of all His patient, unwearying
love towards him; and this is what ]acob’s God is accomplishing
in us with the same infinite patience and grace. I

“Let God be True, but every Man a Liar.”
(Romans iii. 4.)

{I “,F=. ., )OU seem to think that you are right and everybody
I else is wrong,” said a Christian woman to us the
, _- other day when we were pleading for a full and

whole-hearted obedience to the commandments of the Lord.
I We have the same thing said to us so often, under similar
l circumstances, that we do not doubt that most of our readers

will have had a like charge laid against them. It may be helpful
II to some, therefore, to consider what weight there is in such an ;

, accusation, and how it should be met so as to reach the
I conscience of the objectors. Perhaps, also, some into whose I

. hands this paper may come will themselves have used such .
1

words, and thought, as they used them, that they were a
sufficient reason for not paying much attention to the truth I;

I that was being presented to them. Should such be the case, l
1 we would entreat their patient and serious consideration for a I

little while; for many who once talked in this way have been
A brought at last to acknowledge that they had been fighting I
t against God. -

I In all such matters it will be well to remember that theI

natural heart is unchanged, even in the believer, and that
our own reasonings will be of the same character as when we
were unconverted. Let us apply this thought to the present Z
case. When putting the Gospel before some unsaved one, f
how often we have met the reply, “Well, you seem to think v
yourself a great deal better than anybody else. I could not
say that I am saved, for I don’t feel nearly good enough for I
that.” What a perversion of all we had been saying to them.
We had endeavoured, in the simplest language we could find,
to show that rill had sinned, and come short of the glory of
God; but that Christ jesus had come into the world to save I
sinners, and that it was not good people, but sinners who

|-
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believed in Him that were saved. And yet they tell us that we
evidently think ourselves much better than other people, or we
could not suppose we were saved. Now, how is it that they so
utterly pervert our words? Of course, sometimes it is
deliberate and wilful perversion, but by no means is this
always the case. The truth is that the natural heart, whatever
profession it may make, does not really take God into account.
It knows nothing of simple reliance upon His Word. Hence
the “I know,” which is the humble utterance of a simple faith,
sounds like utter presumption to the natural man. “Of course
I have always believed in jesus,” says the unbeliever; “ what
do you take me for? ” Yet with the very next breath he will
tell you that he does not believe anyone can know that his
sins are forgiven.

In this case we see clearly enough that the professed belief
in Christ and in the Word of God has no power whatever to
bring peace to the conscience, j and that what God says is not
really taken into account. The soul in such a condition
cannot understand that the one who says “ I have peace with
God ; I have redemption through the blood of Christ,” says so,
not because he thinks himself good, but because he has been
made to know that there is no good in him at all, and has been
brought to find a full salvation in the blessed Son of God.
The declaration of what God says, and the soul’s simple
confidence in His testimony, are mistaken for thinking oneself
very good and for setting oneself up above other people.

The same thing holds good when the Christian has been
following human tradition about any matter, and is confronted
with the Divine testimony in regard to it. However much
people may be prejudiced in favour of some human system, it
is not often that the child of God will venture to speak of it as
a perfect thing, commanding the entire submission of all God's
people. It is i‘/zefr way. They think it a very good way;
indeed, they doubt if there is any other as good. “But, of course,
we all have our own way,” they will say, “and no doubt there
is good in all.” To the soul in such a condition, the claim put
forward for the absolute perfection and authority of the
Scriptures sounds like professing that we ourselves are some-
thing very remarkable. In theory the claim is admitted. “Of
course,” they say, “we believe everything that is in the Bible”;
just as the unconverted man said that of course he believed in
Christ. But, as in his case, he looked in quite another
direction for salvation, and considered the man who took God

‘I-'IIII-I.
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at His word as extremely presumptuous; so in this instance,
the Christian who has never been set free from the bonds of
tradition says he believes all the Bible, but goes elsewhere for
his instructions about numerous matters, and tells us we think
our way the only right one, when we try to show him that
God has spoken and ought to be obeyed.

-The natural heart, when dealing with the question of
salvation, says that any way will do to be saved, so long as we
are sincere, and in earnest, and do our best. The Word of God
sets forth the name of ]esus Christ of Nazareth, and declares
that “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name given under heaven among men whereby we must
be saved ” (Acts iv. 12).

The natural heart thinks that any way of ordering the house
of God will do, so long as we are trying to do good and to
save souls. The Word of God proclaims jesus to be Lord as
well as Saviour; invests Him with a/Z authority, and makes it a
test of our spirituality, whether or not we bow to the very least
of His instructions, as the commandments of the Lord, not to
be taken from or added to (1 Cor. xiv. 36-38).

In the one case, the natural man thinks it charity to believe
that other people’s ways of being saved will answer the purpose,
though he may prefer his own for himself. In the other case,
the natural heart, even in the believer, in like manner counts
it charity to think all ways are good, while personally he
may prefer the one he is in. But in both cases the claims of
God are overlooked. God’s ways are always foolishness to the
natural heart, and we shall be sure to treat them as such, as
long as we allow ourselves to be guided by our own thoughts,
instead of by the Word and'Spirit of God.

When once the conscience has been aroused to a perception
of the sin of substituting somethingelse for Christ, we shall
surely find that in Him God has made a full and abundant
provision for all our need ; and that we are setting Him aside
when we accept the human tradition, whether for the soul’s
salvation or for any part of our after-walk.

1|» - - --——- _ _ an-|— -- ___.

THE Lord’s jewels need grinding, and cutting, and polishing.
Ir ought to be a grievous thing to us to have a wish, how-

ever slight, contrary to the mind of Christ.
IT is well for us to shut up our desires within the compass

of trusting and pleasing God.
1-|Ii_ —--- —-—-— —-— _-----— _ _. ' ' _ . —- - - . _1 1- ' T —-— — _ _ _ 1 1 -Ir _
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TO OUR READERS.
,.,_,; $1‘ is now five years since we undertook the conduct of

this little paper, in the hope that the Lord would be
_" pleased to use it for the building up and establishing

of His own dear children. We have been much cheered from
time to time through testimony that has been borne as to
blessing received through its means ; and we desire to express
our deep sense of thankfulness to God for help granted in this
service. We would also gratefully acknowledge the assistance
of all who have contributed to its pages, as well as the not less
valued help of those who have borne us up before God in
prayer. We are also grateful to all who have had fellowship
with us in our service for Christ, by promoting the circulation
of our paper; and we would invite the further co-operation of
our readers in this respect.

It is our purpose, if the Lord will, to commence a series of
articles next month on the “Feasts of the Lord,” to be con-
tinued through the whole year. By way of helping to make
the subject clearer, we purpose presenting a coloured diagram,
illustrating these feasts, with every copy of the January
number; and we think the interest that should attach to this
deeply-instructive subject might be the means of considerably
increasing the number of our subscribers.

We have been frequently asked to devote a portion of our
space to the answering of questions; and as we believe some
matters may be better dealt with in this way than in any other,
we propose to carry out the suggestion. We shall therefore be
glad to receive questions, the answering of which may be for
general edification. As the space we can give to this depart-
ment of our work must necessarily be very limited, we would
ask indulgence beforehand, if many questions have to be passed
over. Our aim will be, as the Lord may help, to answer those
which will be of the widest profit. I

. That glory may be brought to the name]of the Lord through
the edification of His people is the desire of our heart, and
into His hands we seek to commit the whole undertaking.

I THE Eorroa.
- ___ -— _.._“‘- _JlI—
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VIILUMES IIF “THE HERALD IJF SAI.VATI[IN.”
Quantities, for Presentation, at a Great Rea?uctz'on :— I

SHINING LIGHTS. Volume for I888, with Striking Cover. Paper Cover, 6d.
Cloth, 1/. Ready earrfy in Nooeoroer.

BRIGHT BEACONS. For Voyagers o11 Life’:-7. Ocean. Volume for 1887. Paper
Cover, 6d. Cloth, I/.

DAYS OF GRACE. Volume for 1886. Fine Illustrations. Paper, 6d. Cloth, 1/.
A Limp Edition of this book is also sold at od. Quantities very cheap.

HERALD OF SALVATION. Volume for 1885. Special Pointed Articles,
Paper, 6d. Cloth, 1/. IE‘ One Dozen of the above Volumes, assorted, will be
supplied in Paper Covers for 5/, Post Free, or in cloth for 1o/, Post Free.

£3 As Gift Books for Old or Youn_g, these Volumes have the following advantages :-—-
(I.) Pointed Gospel Truth; (2) Beautifully Illustrated; (3) Great VARIETY. of .+'r.rt1cles;
(4) Short, Sharp Pieces, appealing to the conscience ; (5) BESEECHING and ‘Warning.
THE HERALD OF SALVATION SHEET ALMANAC. %d. Specimenfree.

THE HERALD OF SALVATION.
As we near the close of another year we desire to record our tha.nks_to all who have

interested themselves in the HeroZd—either in __writing true Gospel Articles, introducing
to friends, remembering in Prayer, or otherwise. Much more might be said, but the
past speaks for itself; what you want to know is What about the F11t'lJ.1'6 ‘P
‘Yell (D. V.I.), we purpose introducing the following new features:—

1... Portrait Qketehes, containingl picture and tru_o records of
conversion or of Got-l’s dealings with persons of establis ed repute, showing t_ha.t true
wisdom, peace, or philanthropy springs from a knowledge of Jesus Christ as Saviour.

2... Hfitual Cflnwersions simply recorded, chosen _more for the
veritable way God has aroused and saved sinners than for their racy or literary ment.
Is this not what many secretly anxious souls long for‘?

3... Gospel Conversations on special subjpcts or dithcult points
by M. M. A., and others. After thp style of “No Difference," H1 October Number,
enforcing and illustrating one point 111 each article.

Besides, the wall-known features -zofll 6e continued, a'r'z.:—
4. True stories of God's grace from all parts of the world. 5. Popular Objections, by
Charles Morton. 6. Gospel Addresses, by John R. Caldwell. 7. Miracles of _John’r-,
Gospel, by W. H. Stancomb. 8. Glimpses at Bible Subjects, by Geo. R. Gcddes. 9.
Pages for the Young; Poetry, Pictures, Short Scraps, -Etc.

Sampler post free to any C/:.rz'stz'rm Workers, .Mz's.r£on.r, or Tract Distributors.

PRICES, PAYABLE m Aow-mos.
Post Free for One Year, in the United Kingdom, United States, Canada, and

- other Countries in the ostal Union.
1 Copy, .. 1/. 2 Copies, .. 1/6. 4 Copies, .. 2/6. 12 Copies, 6/.

Payoole Qmorterljr, or Yearly in Adzrom;-..¢, Post or Cor'rr'.~:r,ge Free. l)z'rect from tit;
Public/zer.r only.

25 Copies Monthly——1f per Month, or 2/9 per Quarter, or 11/ for One Year.
50 H H H H

H H II H

LOCALISING “THE _HERALD."—-—The. Title Page of the Herald can be
altered to suit any Town, Dlstrlct, or Meeting-place, and thus appear as their own
ltiagaaine at a charge of2/B the first m0nth,_and 1/dper month after, for any quantity,
1n 3.Cl.ClH;lOl1 to the above Special Rates. This mclu es Title altered, and entire front
page devoted to announcements only. AdIvgrizI£gmgni3 9;; 5,q;¢k 3|; 531115 1-3_|;e_
NoTE.—The two inper pages of cover (3 and 4), can be printed with Local II?l_)‘I¢I:r1ygg'.fi'g1;,

regarding meetlngs, &c., or ANY matter desired, at a charge of 3/ each Page over
and above other charges. ’

Telegrams--‘ ‘Witness, Glasgow. " Cheques and Orderspayable to Henry Pickering.

The Publishing Office, 180 Buchanan Street, Glasgow.
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NEW-YEllill Plusucanons.
I

All Post Free at Published P1'1CES.

The Witness Volume for I888.
Cloth Bevelled Boards, I/6; Paper ,
Covers, 1/. _

The Believer’s Pathway. Volume T
for 1888. Paper Covers, 6d.; Cloth, II. i

The Herald of Salvation. Vol. 1
for 1383. 144 Pages. 36 Pictures. Fine V
Illustrated Cover. Paper, 6€l.; Cloth,
1;", post free. i=

Boys and Girls. Volume for I888.
The gift book of the season. Printed in
Five Colours,with Picture Cover. I16, p.f. .

The Bible Almanac for 1889. With ,
large cut of the Tabernacle and four I
Bible Pictures, Bible Texts, dc. Large
Sheet. Id.; 1/ per doz.

The HeraldofSalvationAlmanac I
for 1:889. The Popular Sheet Almanac,
for localising and free distribution. 5
Cuts. Daily Texts. 6d. per doa; 4] "
per roo. "=

Children’s Calendar for I889. A l
Large Sheet with five superb Illustrations, Ii
for boys and girls, blackboard sketches, ,
&c. 6d. per doz. ;_ 4/ per 100- l

The Home Almanac (Gospel).
An Illustrated Almanac, with Gospel ,
Texts, Pictures, Articles, and domestic E
matter. rd. ; 1/ per doz. "

Boys and Girls Almanac for I889. ‘
Will vie with any of its predecessors in |
containing such a store of good things
as children of former times never dreamt l
about. 6d. per doz. ; 3/6 per zoo. l

Special Value Packet of Cards. l
Contains 25 well-assorted }d., 1d., and ,
ed. cards, different shapes and sizes, for l
6d,, post free.

Select Sixpenny Packet of 12 cards;
select Shilling Packet of :2 cards; select ’
Two Shilling Packet of :2 cards; select F
Penny Packet of 6 cards, Gospel Texts
on back.

0l'lROM0- LITHOGRAPHEB GIFT BURKS.
Select Shilling Floral Booklets; select

Sixpenny Floral Booklets; select Penny
Floral Booklets.
Motto Cards for 1889. Four

special designs, with Rustic Borders,
and Texts in Colours, on fine glazed
cards. No. r.—Prager for the year.
No. 2.-—Promise for t e year. No. 3:-
Precept for the year. No. 4.—Resolut1on
for the year. Om: Penny each; 1! per
doc. In neat frame, 1/3 each.

Gospel Motto Cards. Id. each ;
1/ per doz., post free.

Boys and Girls Motto Cards.
Finely-lithographed designs of flowers.
6d. per doz. ; 3/6 per Ioo.

Message for New Year. 4 Pages.
Choice Illustrations. 1;’ per mo.

Ethel’s New-Year’s Gift.
Children's Message for 1889. Fine
Picture. 1/ per loo.

Revised Class Register. Paper,
1d.; Cloth, ad. _

Whiterl than Snow. Monster
Penny Book, with pictures and stories
for New-Year distribution. rd.

Good Cheer for the New Year.
16 Pages and 16 Pictures. 1d.

Mg’ Winter, My Want, and My
ork. A true and touching story.

6d per do:-:.; 316 per Ioo.
Christ is Risen, Christ is Living.

New Poetry Leaflet, for distribution
among Believers. if per roo.

Scheme of Lessons for I889.
3d. per doz.; of per IOU, post free.

New Texts for Decorauons.
Floral Borders, Gospel Texts, 6 diflbrent
at 6d. each. Red Borders, Gowel
Texts, ed. each.

BOYS AND GIRLS Illustrated Gospel Magazine. Large Size,
- Large Cuts, -§d. Samples free.

Sample: of man.‘ of above Post Free on Applicatim. Complete List of
Cards, Reward Books, Mogazz'ms, Babies, 6:-ea. , Post Free. Smd a_ Past
Cam’ at once, and it will be rem! as mm as ready.
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The PUBLISHING OFFICE, l80Bucht-man St., Glasgow.
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I .Nswsssvs PROPHETICAL DIAGRAM.
The Sooond Edition of this largo Diagram is now Ready.

It is Chromo-Lithographed in Gold, Silver, and Colours, and has 3.11
addition of Four Pictures in the corners, showing (1) The Temple,
(2) The Tabernacle, (3) Seven Future __l’tl£l};‘{Tl‘l6IllS, (4) Palestine divided,
making a splendid picture for framing, size 24 >< 25 ins. Price (with Key
and References) "Is. each, post Free to any part of the kingdom; America
(folded), 25 cents; Australia (folded), Is. 3d. (A hot iron on the back
will remove the folds.)

Atso, ]osT Raanv,
THE SEVEN FUTURE JUDGMENTS.

A Lithograph Chart in Gold and Colours. Designed by F. A. Banks.
Size, 9 x 8% inches. 3d. each, post free.

FROM ADAM TO THE NEW HEAVENS.
A Diagram of the whole course of time, by F. C. Bland. Lithographed in
Gold and Colours. Size, 5% >< 15% ins, for framing. Price, Threepence
each, post free.
we have ipirepaied a Spe-icial i-Edition of the.-Pour-year Vol. of Ta E'oasg.»:!ist, containing

bright and pointed Gospel articles, much needed in the present day, under the tltle of

GUIDE POSTS T0 ctonv,
with Floral design, and Title in Gold. Is. post free. I2 for 9s. Post free

to those who give away freely. Quantities at a great reduction.
'I‘I—IE “B-B-" BI B L ‘El-

A Special Book, got up to meet the need of Schools, Bible Vans, and others,
for a Reference Bible, roz'z‘lz Maps and Ffaps. Good leather back, gilt edges,
elastic band. 2s. 6d. each, post free. We venture to suggest that this is
the cheapest Bible ever offered. Quantities at a reduction.

FLORAL OARDS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS,
- In Throopenny Packets. -

Packet A contains 40 small Floral Cards, with Scripture Texts.
Packet B contains 25 large Floral Cards, in great variety of styles, with

Scripture Texts. _
Packet C contains I2 very large Floral Cards, with choice designs in

flowers and scenery, and Scripture Texts.
These Cards are all printed in the finest style of Cliromo-lithography, and are suitable for giving to

Boys and Girls u1.'ery~.vl1ere

SMALL BOOKS IN' PACKETS. Illustrated Envelope Series,
5o assorted, 6d. ; “Gos cl Echoes," 5o assorted, 6d.; “Heralds of
the Cross,” 5o assorted, dd, most free.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CARDS, in Penny Packets. 12 different
penny gzvtckets. Post free for Is.

TENT H MN SHEET, is. 6d. per loo. HERALD HYMNAL,
2s. per I00. NEW HYMN SHEET, Is. per I00. All post free.

§Lr:sts and samples of Gospel Books and _Tr-aois for free dr'sirz'bm‘ion. Samples‘ Q}
orzgmal Tsar Posters and Handbrws. Specral Terozs to Bibi: Vans, Coljoorteurs, and
all -who drsffibait Zargoby. Po;-tfrga '

' Please make remittances in 3151. or 611. Stamps (not rd. ones), or Postal Orders»
Cheques and Orders payable to HENRY PICKIERING. Order direct from _
THE PUBLISHING OFFICE. 180 Buchanan Street, Glasgow.
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SEYEH MONTHLY MAGAZINES.
NOTE.-One each of our Magazines will be posted free to any address for one year for 4/, or one dollar

16 Pages and Outer lllflllllllljl. New Series, One Penny. it 24 Pages and (lover, 0ne Penny, 1/6 per annum, pest free.

THE WITNESS.
(Edited by JOHN R. CALDWELL.)

Contains a great variety of useful and
instructive papers for all believers.
Notes of Addresses, Intelligence of
the I..ord’s work at home and abroad,
Questions and Answers, Papers on
Prophetic Truth, by F. C. Bland,
Articles on Temple of So‘**)tnon, by
Thomas Newbery, will be continued
during 1889. Postfreeto anyadd ress
in the United Kingdom, Canada,
United States,-and other countries
in the Postal Union.

1 Copy, 1/6; 2 Copies, 2/6; 3 Copies
or more, at 1/ each copy. Or post
free to Australia and New Zealand—--

1 Copy, 2/6; 3 Copies, 6/; 4 Copies
or more, at 1/6 each copy. ,

Grown Sm, IO pages, One llalipetttiy; l/ per year, pest free

THE BELIEVEITS PATHWAY.
(Edited by A. J. HOLIDAY.)

Postfree to any place in the United
Kingdom, the Continent of Europe,
Canada, the United States, and all
countries in the Postal Union.

1 Copy, 1/; 2 Copies, 1/6; 4 Copies,
2/6; 6 Copies or rnore, 6d each copy.

Or post free to Australia and New
Zealand for One Year—-1 Copy, 1/6 ;
2 Copies, 2/; 4 Copies, 3/6; 8 Copies,
7/ ; 16 Copies, 13/6; 25 Copies, 20/6;
50 Copies, 41/.

Grown 8re., lti pages, One Halfpenny; 1/ per year, post free.

THE HERALD OF SALVATION.
Finely illustrated each month by three

choice cuts. Suitable for General
Distribution--District Visitation-
Sunday Schools; and introducing the
Gospelanywhereneeded-—andwhere
is it not needed? Post free for One
Year in the United Kingdom, United
States, Canada, and other Countries
in the Postal Union—1 Copy, 1/ ; 2

l
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l
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OOOO SEED.
“ THE BELn;vER’s PATHWAY " and

“ HERALD OF SALVATION " bound
togetherin neat coloured cover, under
the title of “ GOOD SEED,” and thus
suit households with saved and un-
saved readers therein, forming an
excellent family paper. Same rates
as “ THE WITNESS.”

NEW MAGAZINE F0/i’ YOUNG FOLK8.
Large Size. Large Type. Large Illusti-ations._

BOYS AND GIRLS
ILLUSTRATED GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Short interesting Gospel Articles, Pic-
tures, Prizes, Scripture Searchings,
Letters written by Boys and Girls,
Visits to Foreig*n Lands, Black-board
Lessons, Bible Talks, and many
other pieces. Post free to any address.
in Postal Union for 1 Copy, 1/; 2
Copies, 1/6 ; 4 Copies, 2/6; 6 Copies
or rnore, post free, at 6d each copy.

4 Pages, Short Articles, 1/ per 100, 8/9 per 1000, post free

THE EVANOELIST.
A sterling little 4-page Gospel leaflet

for broadcast distribution. Short and
definite Gospel articles. Issued on
the first of each month, and is sent
post free at the following rates—50,
6d; 100, 1/; 500, 4/; 1000, 7/6.

Rates for the Year-5 Copies, 1/ ;
10 Copies, 2/ ; 50 for 6/; 100 for 10/,
post free, each month.

With any Title and Advertisement
on front—150, 2/ ; 200, 2/6 ; 250, 3/;
500, 4/6 ; 1000, 8/, post free.

To A1vtER1ca_250, 3/9; 500, 5/ ; 1000,
9/, post free. 1

4 Pages, One Story, 1/ per 100, s/9 par moo, p07I free.
MONTHLY LEAFLETJ.

Containing large illustrations on front
page, Gospel article. Just the thing
for scattering far and wide in the

Copies, 1/6; 4 Copies, 2/6; 6 Copies ' Present time’
or mores at 6d each‘ l THE PUBLISHING OFFICE, IBO BHOHAHRH ST... @1560‘.


