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DWIGHT LYMAN MOODY,

Tur WeLi-KNowN AMERICAN EVANGELIST,




b. L. MOODY.*

T \R. CHAPMAN was an intimate friend and fellow-labourer
j of the great American evangelist, and in the handsome
volume before us has given an interesting and fascinating
biography. Dwight Lyman Moody was one of the most suc-
cessful evangelists of the nineteenth century. Dr. Arthur T.
Pierson says that with careful reckoning it is believed that he
addressed one hundred millions of persons in his lifetime. His
influence on both sides of the Atlantic and among all English-
speakingr'é)eoples was great. Those who knew him best appre-
ciated atf loved him most. Mr. Moody, to use one of his own
expressions, was “ O and O "—out and out—for Christ. His
gifts, talents, and abilities were wholly consecrated to the Lord.
He had in a pre-eminent degree the chief characteristic of a
successful evangelist—an intense passion for souls. Though
he had few educational advantages in youth, he became well
equipped for the work to which God called him.

His father died when he was four years old, leaving the
widow with a family of nine children totally unprovided for.
After trying to earn his living in various‘occupations, at the
age of 18 he obtained employment in an ugcle’s boot and shoe
store in the city of Boston. Here he was brought to Christ
through the labours of his Sunday-scbool teacher. Soon after
his conversion he removed to Chi®go, where he became
actively engaged in Sunday-school work. He and another
young man recruited twenty mission and Sunday schools.
Eventually he formed a Sunday school in a low part of the
city, which proved a great success. It is instructive to read
the story of his encouragements and discouragements in this
special field of labour. The school increased in a few years
until there were 1500 scholars on the roll. The teachers
sought to instruct and help their scholars on week-nights as
well as on Sundays. The work began with children, but it
extended to the parents.

Mr. Moody’s first experience of public speaking was not
encouraging. One of the Church deacons, on hearing him
speak a tew words at a prayer meeting, told him that he thought
that he (Moody) would serve God best by keeping still! He
was not, however, so easily suppressed. Filled with an intense
longing for the salvatlon.of the perishing, he persevered, and
ultimately became a ready and eloquent speaker. Mean-
time he was ‘diligent and successful in business. When 24

*The Life and Work of Dwight Lyman Moody. By J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D.
Price Six Shillings. To be had at Witness Office.
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D. L. Moody.

years, of age he earned in one year over five thousand dollars
{£1000) as commission, in addition to his salary as a commer-
cial traveller.

The burden of souls weighed so heavily upon him that he
gave up business and devoted himself entirely to Sunday school
and evangelical work. If he had continued in business there
is no doubt he would have become a wealthy man. He be-
came an active worker in the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion, and was chosen president. In simple dependenge on the
Lord, he toiled on day and night, and God greatly honoured
his efforts His faith was tried, and it stood the test. He
determined to tell no one of his temporal needs, and though
hard pressed at*times the Lord tenderly cared for him. Even
when he and Mr. Sankey were leaving America for Britain on
their first evangelistic tour, they had not on the morning of
their departure enough cash in hand to pay their passage
money. God intervened and in a remarkable way supplied
the necessary funds.

The work in Chicago increased by leaps and bounds. A
large building was etected in which Sunday-school and evan-
gelistic. work was carried on with most encouraging results.
At the Chicago fire the place was burned down, but a more
suitable edifice was secured.

Most of our readers are familiar with the story of the remark-
able work of grace in the British Isles through ¢ Moody and
Sankey.” Thousands and tens of thousands of souls were
saved, multitudes of Christians were stirred up to whole-hearted
consecration to God, and Bible reading and study received a
great impetus. Hundreds of missionaries and evangelists now
labouring for the Lord in all parts of the world were led to
Christ through the meetings.

A year ago news came to Great Britain that Moody had
been taken home, He had a most triumphant end. ¢ Earthx
is receding, heaven is opening, God is calling me. Is this
death? It isn’t bad at all. It is sweet—no pain, no valley.
I have been within the gates. It is beautiful. It is glorious.
Do not call me back. God is calling me.” Such were among
his last words. Thus passed from earth to heaven a faithful
and devoted servant of Christ. Many have asked, “ How was
it that D. L. Moody was so greatly used of God?” Those
who were intimately acquainted with him were not surprised
that he was so successful. Among other qualifications, he had
a great love for souls, anel was a deeply sympathetic man. He
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D. L. Moody.

felt with rather than for those whom he sought to reach.
When a boy was asked why he went so far from home to Mr.
Moody’s Sunday school, he replied, “ T%ey loves a feller over
there” Surely love for souls is the most important qualifica-
tion for an evangelist. D. L. Moody preacked the gospel.
Many in these days have taken to /lecturing and teaching the
gospel. Few souls are saved through such means. The con-
science needs to be aroused, the enormity and malignity of sin
as committed against God needs to be emphasised, but it is
only the gospel that saves. Law work dreaks, but it is only
grace that can me/t. The glorious gospel of God’s matchless
grace will subdue and win the most stubborn and determined
sinner. *“The glad and glorious gospel ” was fully and faith-
fully preached by the American evangelist, and it proved the
power of God unto the salvation of tens of thousands. Mr.
Moody was a born organiser, and knew how to get and keep
Christian workers together. One of his aphorisms was: * It
is better to set ten men to work than do the work of ten men.”

He succeeded in securing the co-operation of Christians in
the various places he visited, and usually commenced his cam-
paigns with addresses to believers. In this way he was enabled
to reach those who were under religious instruction in the
various denominations. Many Christian professors through
the plain, searching preaching of the evangelist were brought
to Christ.

Mr. Moody was a good judge of character, and was enabled
to secure suitable co-workers, and one has said that his qualities
- were not unusual, but his use of them was extraordinary. A
scoffer said to 2 man who sometimes went to hear Mr. Moody
preach, “Why do you go to hear Moody? You don’t be-
lieve what he preaches.” ¢ No,” was the reply, “ but he be-
lieves it with all his heart, and it is refreshing to meet such a
man in these days of doubt and uncertainty.” He was again
and again charged with profiting by his work, and of receiving
large royalties from his hymn-book. Mr. F. H. Revell, the,
well-known Chicago publisher, has said that although he was
entitled to £25,000 as his share of the hymn-book royalties,
he never used a cent of it for personal purposes.

We are surprised to learn that Mr. Moody expressed his
belief that the gospel was as faithfully preached in some Roman
Catholic churches as in Protestant ones. It is a pity that such
remarks should be quoted. Surely it is the part of Christians.
to warn the young and inexperienced of Romish claims and
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D. L. Moody.

teaching. We are glad, however, to observe that he ‘distinctly
refused to have fellowship with any who denied the deity of
Christ. We will quote his words: “ God being my helper,”
he said, “I never will fellowshipr a man who denies the deity of
my God and Saviour Jesus Christ, or sneers at His atonement.”
This Life of D. L. Moody by Dr. Wilbur Chapman is calcu-
lated to do much good. Ao M.

THE SOUL-WINNER.

“ E that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11. 30). Heis no

fool at his work. He goes about it as one that means
business. He knows well that as much harm may be wrought
in a few minutes as will take months to undo. Therefore he is
wary. He takes time to consider matters. He observes no
undue haste. He is not much enamoured of doing his work by
“fits and starts.” Consfancy is his watchword here. * Rushing
the position” is not one of his methods. He lays deliberate
siege to hearts. He goes after that which is lost “until he
finds it.”

There is a secret in this continuity. What is it? The
secret is Jove—love for souls. He who would be a winner of
souls, must first be a lover of souls. It is because he loves
that which is lost that he goes after it; and because he loves he
wins. Therefore, if the soul-winner is great in anything, he is
great in love.

But there is likewise a secret in this love. What is it? The
secret is this, that Christ has won the heart. The soul-winner
has himself been won. In the dark and cloudy day, going
down to a lost eternity, he was sought and found by the great
Lover of souls. Helpless and undone, he was saved, and
cleansed, and captivated by the Christ of the Father’s love.
His heart has been thrilled by the love that sought Gethsemane,
and shrank not back from the woes of Calvary. The soul-
winner’s love had a heavenly origin. The lamp was lighted
from the upper sanctuary. His love is of the heavens,
heavenly ; and because it is from above it shall abide, and
surmount the difficulties of hostile circumstances, and rejoice
in hope.

The winner of souls is likewise great in faith ; but he is great
in faith because he is great in love. From his own love for the
perishing he is the better able to *calculate” by the simple
process of multiplication that love of Christ which “passeth
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The Soul-winner.

knowledge.” Its immensity baffles him. He feels he has but
touched the edge of the vast ocean of the Saviour’s compassions.
Lost in wonder, he goes forth to tell of love whose depth he
cannot tell. Transported with the vision of Calvary, he points
others to the wondrous sight, and expects that they, too, wilk
“look and live.”

The soul-winner may sow in tears, yet he reckons that “he
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him ” (Psalm 126. 6). Let them sit down in despair who
will, he ever sees the dawn of coming day. His ministry, how-
ever humble its sphere, is radiant with expectation. He “be-
lieves to see ” the goodness of the Lord (Psalm 27. 13). No
doleful prophet of evil is he. He is a bearer of good tidings;
and the very air that surrounds him seems to commend his
heavenly wares.

Let us pray, as we enter the untrodden path of another year,
that *“the grace of our Lord may be exceeding abundant with
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 1. 14). Let
it be our aim so to abide in His love that through us it shall
shine upon many who now sit in darkness and in the region
and shadow of death. And who shall tell but hearts now lone
and desolate shall arise and call us blessed in that day when
“ tongues shall cease, and prophets fail, and every gift but love.”

W.s.

COUNSEL TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS—L.

THE YOUNG BELIEVER’S AIM.

From an Address by GEORGE MiiLLER on his Ninety-first Birthday,
27th September, 18¢6.

¢ Set your mind on the things that are above” (Colossians 3. 2, R.V.).
HAT are these things that are above? First of all there
is the glorified Redeemer. QOur hearts should be
more and more taken up with that blessed One who laid down
His life for us.

There are the spirits of just men made perfect. More
and more we should consider the blessed position in which
they are now—how infinitely happy, how habitually free from
pain, from affliction, from trial, from temptation, from sorrow
of every kind, how habitually in a perfectly holy state, how
habitually in communion with the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh,
how precious !

Now for us also individually is coming the day when we shall
commence our eternal communion with the Lord Jesus, when
we shall see for ourselves those precious hands, and kiss for our-
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Advice to Young Christians.

selves those precious feet that were pierced with large nails for
us, when we shall look that blessed One in the face without the
least fear or dread, and when this blessed'experimental com-
munion on which we then enter,_.never more will come to an end.
Five hundred years we shall have it, and it is only like the be-
ginning ; five thousand years we shall have it, and it is yet only
like the beginning ; five million of years we shall have it, and
yet it is only like the beginning—it will never, never, never come
to an end any more. This is one of the things above; on this-
we have to set our minds individually for ourselves, and to say,
“1I, a guilty sinner who deserves nothing but puoishment, I
shall for myself have experimental communion with the Lord
Jesus Christ, I shall see Him for myself, I shall kiss His feet
for myself, I shall look Him in the face without the least
particle of fear or dread.” O what a prospect is this! O be-
loved in Christ, let us accept for ourselves this loving counsel
and advice !

Then with the glorified spirits we shall be in constant com-
munion. The dear ones gone before we shall see again, and
with them we shall have holy, blessed intercourse throughout
eternity, looking then back on the life that is gone, and praising
and adoring God for all the wondrous grace bestowed upon us,
and for all the numberless blessings and mercies that we have
e}:n]oyed during our earthly pilgrimage. O how precious is all
this !

And this is not only a religious dream or fancy; we have a
warrant in the Word of God, and these things will be found
after a little while, by ourselves individually, to be realities,

“Set your mind on the things that are above.” O let us mind
this: we have but one life, and this one life is a brief life in
comparison with the eternity before us. And hence our loving
Lord who gave His only-begotten Son thus advises us, and His
advice is given for our real, true happiness, for God delights
to see His children exceed1n01y happy.

HUMILITY.

A Goop heart will be lowest when the hand of God is
lifted highest.

A real sense of unworthiness renders us most fit for use
by God.

Godfrey, first king of Jerusalem, refused to be crowned with
a crown of gold, saying that it became not a Christian to wear

crown of gold where Christ had worn a crown of thorns.
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THE GIFT-OFFERING OF THE FIRSTFRUITS.

By THOMAS NEWBERRY, Editor of The Englishman's Bible.

Leviticus 2. 12-16.

“ S for the oblation [approach-offering] of the firstfruits,

ye shall offer [bring] THEM unto Jehovah : but they

. shall not be burnt [ascend] on the altar for a sweet savour
fsavour of rest].”

The offering of firstfruits here alluded to is that of Lev. 23. 17:
the two-tenth deals of fine flour baken wWiTH LEAVEN, a type of
the Church of the present dispensation, from Pentecost to the
Lord’s return, composed of Jews and Gentiles, who, because of
the evil of their nature, cannot stand the test of the searching
holiness of God ; yet who, on the ground of atonement, can be .
presented unto God as a ‘*kind of firstfruits ” of His creatures
(James 1. 18).

“And every oblation of thy meat [gift] offering shalt thou
season with salt: neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the cove-
nant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat-offering.”

Salt is the emblem of resurrection, incorruptibility, and per-
petuity (see Psalm 16. 10, 11). He whom, God raised again
saw no corruption. This is symbolised by the uniform use of
salt in every oblation.

“And if thou offer [bring] a meat-offering of thy firstfruits
unto Jehovah, thou shalt offer for the gift-offering of thy first-
fruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out
of full ears.”

This is faith’s remembrance in the presence of God of the
RiSEN Christ as the firstfruits of them that slept; who in His
humanity was cut off in the PRIME of life, yet as the “Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief,” His visage marred, who
“was cut off out of the land of the living ”” in atonement for the
transgression of God’s people, prematurely, as ‘‘corn beaten out
of full ears.”

“And thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense there-
on: IT is a meat [gift] offering.”

It was in resurrection, and as ascended at the right hand of
God, that Christ received the promise of the Father and sent
down the Comforter. It was not only whilst the Lord Jesus °
was on earth, but in resurrection also Christ is God’s everlast-
ing joy. And as all the frankincense was burnt, the believer is
taught to give God all the glory.

FELLOWSHIP is two hearts in one—two hearts at one in love,
two minds at one in thought, two lives at one in purpose.
12



THE SWORD OF JEHOVAH.

+ Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is
My Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts " (Zec. xiii. 7).

gHE Sword of Jehovah to judgment awoke,

And Jesus, His “Fellow,” received its dread stroke;
For His sheep that had wandered, this Shepherd so good
Met sin’s righteous sentence, and paid it in blood.

The cherubim armeéd, at Eden’s closed gate,
’Gainst sin vowed Divine indignation and hate ;
Revolving and flashing, that sword of God's ire
Declared that His Name is a consuming fire.

When Abra’'m ascended Moriah’s dark hill,

With knife, wood, and fire his loved Isaac to kill,
He showed how God’s justice and love are allied,
And said that God Himself a Lamb would provide.

In that very mountain in due time was seen

The ¢ Lamb” foreordained, all spotless and clean.
There the Son of God’s love for sinners was slain—
God spared not His own Son the knife and the pain.

When David had numbered the nation in pride,
Neglecting to pay the ‘“redemption” beside,
The Sword of Jehovah awoke in its power,
And thousands were slain in that terrible hour.

But David, now full of contrition and woe,

God's sword stretched across the dark heavens he saw;
In mercy it rested on that sacred place

Where God had leng promised to manifest grace.

So then David hastened to purchase that place,

And there, through the blood of a victim, found grace.
There Solomon builded the Temple of God

Oan the rock of Moriah—'twas founded on blood.

Apart from redemption, apart from the blood,
There’s nothing but wrath from a sin-hating God ;
Buat on Mount Moriah God’s glittering sword
Found a Ransom for sinners in Jesus the Lord.

Salvation through judgment, through blood, and through
grace,
Salvation through Him who has stood in my place;
There’s pardon and peace for all sinners distressed,
Come, weary ones, come to the Saviour and rest.
Barrow-in-Furness. T.R
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THE BIBLE.

“ EARCH the Scriptures” (John 5. 39). In a recent

paper we read of a gentleman buying a parcel of old
books at a local auction room for a few shillings. Among the
books was an old Family Bible. On Sunday evening his wife
discovered that several pages of the Bible were pasted together,
and, her curiosity being roused, she proceeded to separate
them. A pleasant surprise awaited her, no fewer than six
£5 Bank of England notes being found thus secreted. On
the back of one of the notes the following extraordinary last
will and testimony was written: “I have had to work very
hard for this, and having none as natural heirs, I leave thee,
dear reader, whosoever shall own this holy Book, my lawful
heir.—June 17th, 1840, Southend, Essex.” For fifty years the
treasures lay undiscovered, like the treasures hid in every
Bible, and often in the parts most difficult to open up. If
men only knew the riches hid in the old Book, and in Christ,
the living Word, “in whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2. 3), how, differently’ they
would act.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpay Scroors, BisLe Crasses, AND HoME ReapiNG.

After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced Teachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in presenting
the Gospel of the Grace of God before the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take up

‘“THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,"”

a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central figure as the
subject for < THE GOSPEL SCHEME OF LESSONS.” Copies of the scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same.

6¢th Fanuary, 1901.—THE BIRTH OF JESUS (Luke 2. 1-16). Learn
Galatians 4. 3, s—* But when the fulness of thetime was come, God sent.
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.””

At the appointed time—At the appointed p'ace—The promised Person—
Proclaimed by angels—The purpose in view—Persons benefited.

N O story can be more profitable and interesting than the story of the

visit of the Son of God in human form and likeness to this earth
in His great love and pity to save and raise from their fallen estate the
sons of Adam’s race. Iu our pressnt lesson we are called to view Him
as He in infant weakness and enlptiness enters on His earthly career.

THE PERIOD OF JESUS' BIRTH. “In those days,” that is in
the reign of Ceesar Augustus, while Rome was dominant over the world,
and all the world was at peace; ‘“‘in the fuluess of time” (Gal. 4. 4),
when all events and things were ready for His arrival, and all that was
written about Him' could be carried out.
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE PLACE OF JESUS' BIRTH. ‘ Bethlehem,” David’s royal
city (Micah 5. 2), for He was Heir of David’s royal throne, yet in the
Bethlehem inn “ there was no room ” for the babe Jesus, even as there
is no room for Him in many a busy place to-day (Rev. 3. 20). A stable
an(ill a manger were all the earth that belonged to Him afforded Him

ohn 1. 11). - '

THE PERSON WHO WAS BORN. Ordinary persons have no
personal history previous to their birth. Jesus differed in this, that He
was known to have been from eternity * with God,” and that He ‘‘ was
God” (John 1. 1-3): that He was the Creator and upholder of all things
(Col. 1. 16); promised from earliest days to be the Seed of the woman t
bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. 3. 15). N

THE PROCLAMATION OF JESUS BIRTH. By angel visitor,
accompanied by angel choir, in brightness of the glory of the Lord, on the
plains of Bethiehem, to a company of humble shepherd men following
their ordinary occupation (Matt. 11. 25), the heavenly messengers
brought a heavenly message, * Unto you is born a Saviour, Christ the
Lord” (Isaiah g. 6).

THE PURPOSE OF JESUS' BIRTH. “.A Saviour” implies
salvation, and salvation includes the saving work of Jesus on the Cross,
for “ without the shedding of blood there is no remission ” (Heb. g, 22) ;
‘“ Christ” indicates that He is God’s Anointed One (Luke 4. 18); and
““ Lord ” tells of His resurrection glory and dominion (Acts 2. 36).

THE PERSONS INTENDED TO BE BENEFITED BY JESUS’
BIRTH. ¢ All people,” not only the shepherds of Bethlehem, but *‘every
creature,” to all men everywhere (Acts 17. 30), were the glad tidings of
great joy sent. Notice further the-predicted result of Jesus’ visit to
earth — “Glory to ‘God, peace on earth, goodwill toward men.” These
have been and will yet be to the full accomplished by the incarnation ot
the Son of God, His holy life on earth, His death on the Cross, His
resurrection, and coming kingdom.

13th Fanuary—THE CHILD IN THE TEMPLE (Luke 2. 22-39).
Learn Isa. 49. 6—*“ And He said, It is a light thing that thon shouldest
be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the pre-
served of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that
thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the earth.”

All for God—All to God—All for man—All to man—Satisfaction in the
Saviour—Salvation, illumination, glory—Intervening sorrow.

WE aré now to review the entrance of our Lord Jesus on the path of

subjection to the law of God and obedience to all things ¢ written
in the book of the law to do them.” In this connection the Holy Spirit's
action, man’s joyous reception of Jesus, faith’s victory over death, and
predicted redemption through sorrow and death appeat in this beautiful
narrative.

THE SUBSTANCE IN THE CENTRE OF THE SHADOWS.
Everything about the Temple was typical and prophetic (Heb. 10. 1).
The fulness of it all lay in the young Child—then forty days old—who
was brought to be presented to the Lord according to Exodus z22. 29, &c.
In the fullest sense Jesus was the Lcord’s First-born.

JESUS THE ATTRACTIVE ONE. There were then some Spirit-
taught persons who saw through temple service a Coming Christ; they
were waiting, looking, expecting. Simeon (meaning ¢ Listener”) was
one of these. His listening ears had heard, like Samuel, God’s Word in
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the Temple, and his heart was engaged. Taught by the Spirit, and led
by the Spirit, Simeon met Jesus in the Temple that day—not only so, but

by thehSpirit Simeon knew Jesus as God’s sent One, and spoke of Him
as such, .

JESUS THE SATISFYING ONE. With his eyes on Jesus, with
his arms full of Jesus, aged Simeon blessed God for His gift to the world
—to him. The promise had been that Simeon would see the Lord’s
Christ before he saw death. That sight took all the gloom out of the

grave; Simeon was ready to ““depart” (2 Tim. 4. 6; Phil. 1. 23) in peace
(Rom. 5. 1),

WHAT SIMEON SAW IN JESUS. Salvation, light, glory—God’s
salvation, the Gentiles' light, Israel’s glory. Spirit-taught and Spirit-led
ones see the same in Jesus to-day. God’s salvation, through redemption
work and resurrection power, is the Lord Jesus who was a babein Simeon’s
arms—a salvation *‘ prepared ” of God, and set before the face (in sight of)
all peoples (R.v.). A light for the Gentiles (Isa. g. ), who sat in heathen
darkness, without God, without Christ, without promises, without hope,
afar off (Eph. 2. 12, 13). Glory of Israel—when Jesus, David’s royal Son,
sits on His throne, His people will be the centre of earth's blessing.

REJECTION AND DEATH FORETOLD. This Jesus is set, or
appointed, for the fall, or stumbling, as over a stone, and raising up of

many (r Peter 2. 7, 8; Isa. 8. 14, 15); and a sign, or wonderful One, to be
spoken against (Acts 28, 22). .

THE SWORD FOR THE HEART. Mary's heart was to be pierced
on account of Jesus’ sufferings. The Cross deals with heart thoughts,
and the truths of the Cross should pierce every heart (Acts 2. 37).

20th_Fanuary.—VISIT OF THE WISE MEN (Matt. 2. 12).. Learn
Psalm 72. 15— And He shall live, and to Him shall be given of the
go'd of Sheba; prayer also shall be made for Him continually, and
daily shall He be praised.”

From the far-off place in Daniel's land—Seeking by starlight—Guided by
revelation—Searching with desire—Finding with joy.

THE Temple at Jerusalem was the scene of our last lesson ; it is now

the house at Bethlehem. Then it was Simeon and- Anna in the
near place; now it isa company of seeking men from the outside far place .
attracted in a different way, but by the same God to the same Object.

THE MEN WHO CAME. Probably Persians from the land where
Daniel had lived, where the Jews had dwelt during the captivity. We
understand that many Jews live there to this day. These would preserve
the expectancy about Messiah’s coming. The wise men had heard of the
coming King of the Jews, and hearing, believed, and, like Sheba’s queen,
travelled far to see (2 Chron. g), They were men reputed for wisdom,
were rich, and evidently students of nature, astrologers (Ps. 19. 1-3;
Rom. 1. 19, 20). The earth and sky gave them knowledge, but they were
in search for more.

THAT WHICH MOVED THE MEN. ¢ Hisstar” (Num., 24, 17)—
all the stars were His, but one pf special appearance shone out on them.
They did not worship the star—they sought Him of whom the star spoke
to their wondering minds, to worship Him.

WHERE THE MEN SOUGHT THE KING. At the metropolis,
in the capital, at the palace. But the King was not there, and enquiry
brought out the old prophecy of Micah 5. 2 (notice the place the Bible
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has here); as they sought, the star again appeared and led them to the
‘‘ house ” where Jesus was. ’

HOW THE MEN SOUGHT JESUS. Persistently, diligently,
enquiringly, joyfully. Their heart was in it, It was a long journey, it
was a costly journey; they met with disappointments, difficulties, and
hindrances in it. They lost sight of the star, and found the people who
should have been delighted with the news of the King’s birih, “ troubled”
aboutit. Yet theydid notgive up, but went on with **exceeding greatjoy.”

WHAT THE MEN DID WHEN THEY FOUND JESUS., Fell
down and worshipped Him—strange to see these learned, princely, rich,
and, probably, aged men faill down before a babe in a lowly house. This

- they did, because in Him they saw, in a different way perhaps, the
same glory that Simeon saw, only seen by faith, and through revelation
of God (Matt. 11. 27). Besides prostration and worship, gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, the wealth of their country, they laid at His
feet. All this a foreshadow of the tiute yet to come (Psalm 72. 8-12).

27th Fanuary—THE STORY OF THE FALL (Genesis 3. 1-15). Learn
Romans 5. 19— *‘ For as by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.”

God’s Word the test of man—Other werds not to be heeded—I istening,
looking, longing—Failing and falling—Seeking and saving the lost.

IT is impossible to overestimate the importance of this lesson ; it lies

at the foundation of all God’s Word ; it is the keystone of revelation.
Man is known to be a fallen, ruined, naked, dying creature, and here we
have the inspired and divine record of how this came to pass—how sin
entered and death by sin, and how the whole human race in their Adam
head came under the power of sin and death. In the same narrative we
have a history of conflict indicated, and wultimate victory promised,
through the victorious Seed of the woman.

THE TESTING WORDS. *“ Thou shalt not eat” was a simple
command; ample supply of food was provided—there was no hunger pang
to drive them to desire more. That which was forbidden they did not
need ; the temptation must come from without. Another voice must
speak and be listened to ere trouble could arise.

THE TEMPTING WORDS. That other voice breaks in through
serpent lips, the voice of an old liar (John 8.44). In its original condition
before the fall the serpent inay have been quite different in appearance,
attractive, subtle, innocent, and harmless like. Such the enemy uses
now as he did then (Rom. 16. 18; Eph. 4. 14); men attractive, subtle,
are used as the serpent was to oppose and pervert God’s spoken and
written words to the destruction of those who listen.

THE WAY OF THE TEMPTER. He casts doubts on God’s Word
-- Hath God said ?’’ Is there such a thing as a real word of God ? Was
it really God who spoke ? If it is asserted that He did speak, then the
meaning of His word is perverted: ““ Ye shall not surely die.” No, what
will happen is this, ““ Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” A
subtle mixture of truth and lies, which ought to have been refused as
dishonouring to the sovereign God. Of course, all this was with Eve,
who ought not to have acted apart from her husband and head, Adam.

THE METHOD OF YIELDING. Firsttheear, then the eye, She
saw the tree was good for food, pleasant to the eyes, and desirable to
make wise—God’s word was outweighed and the die was cast—Eve took,
ate, and gave to Adam, and he did eat.
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THE RESULT OF YIELDING. Part of Satan’s word came awfully
true—their eyes were opened, and they knew that which they had not
before known —EVIL. Their condition known, they tried to hide it from
themselves and themselves from God, but that cannot be (Psalm 139).

GOD'S WAY WITH HIS FALLEN CREATURES. He seeks for
them (Luke 19. 10}, He speaks to them, brings their sin before them, in
their nakedness (Gen. 3. 21) clothes them; and in pronouncingthe serpent’s
doom declared that the woman’s Seed would bruise the serpent’s head,
at the cost of being Himself bruised. Here, even at the time and in the
place of ruin, the Cross of Jesus rises into view.

3vd Februarv—AFTER HIS FATHER'S BUSINESS (Luke 2. 41-52).
Learn Psalm go. 7, 8—* Then said I, Lo, I come; in the volume of
the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God,
yea, the law is within My heart.”

The True Paschal Lamb at the typical feast—An interesting city—An
. intelr’fst(iing building—An interesting book and its teachers—Jesus at His
real trade.

WELVE years intervene between our last New Testament lesson and
this. All that we need to know is covered by verse 40 of this chapter
—*“The child grew, waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the
grace of God was upon Him.” A lovely portrait, physical, mental,
spiritual—the earthly and heavenly in beautiful combination.

THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT TO JERUSALEM. To keep
the Passover feast, to see the Lamb slain, and to have the blood sprinkled
on door-post and lintel, as well as to feed on the roast lamb of the
sacrifice (Exod. 12). This was the first time (so far as we know) that
Jesus attended that feast. Beifig now twelve years of age, he would be a
“gson of the law,” begin to learn a trade, wear phylacteries, and incur
legal responsibilities. How suggestive to see the true Paschal Lamb at
the typical feast. .

WHAT JESUS FOUND AT JERUSALEM. He would there see
much that could not be seen at Nazareth ; there He would see places He
had heard of and read of; things, too, would He see full of meaning.
Jerusalem, the glory of the whole earth, the centre of Israel’s history, the
palaces of the kings, the Temple of God. There, too, were the seat of
learning, the complete Scriptures, and the doctors of the law. Seven
days were all too short to satisfy Jesus in such a place.

THE MISSING SON. Joseph and Mary took too much for granted
when they started on their return journey. They supposed it was all
right, but they were wrong. A hint might be dropped here: It is best to
make sure that Jesus is with us. Jesus had not lost them—He was not
lost; but they had dost Him. It took them three days to find Him. :

WHERE JESUS WAS FOUND. In the Temple, in His Father’s
house, where His Father’s service was carried on, where His Father’s
Word was read. Mary said: “ We have sought you three days,” and
the answer is one of surprise, not as to the fact of their seeking Him but
as to their method. They should have so known Him that straight to
the Temple they would have gone.

WHAT JESUS WAS DOING. ‘‘ About My Fathet’s affairs.” This
is the key to His whole life. ~Wherever He 1s seen, whatever He is
doing, it is His Father’s affairs. In the Temple as a learner, at Sychar’s
well as a teacher (John 4. 34) ; opening blind eyes (John g. 4) ; healing,
helping, saving ; in all we see Jesus about His Father’s busines. Above
all, and even on the Cross extended in dying agony, we may hear the
words, ““1 delight to do Thy will, O my God ” (Psalm 4o. 8).
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

PRECIOUS WORDS. | THREE FIGURES.
Past—Ebenezer -1Sam. 7.12 | Building - - - -Eph. 2
PrESENT—]ehovah-nissi Ex.17. 15 | Body - - . - -Eph. 4
FuTurE—]ehovah-jireh Gen.22.14 | Bride- -' - Eph. s MH.

TEN REASONS WHY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IS PRECIOUS.
The blood redeemed us, - - - - - - - Rev. 5. 9
The blood cleanseth us, - - - - - - - 1Johni1.y
The blood purchased us, - - - - - - - Acts 20. 28
It is innocent blood, - - - - - - - - Matt. 27. 4
The blood makes atonement, - - . - - - Lev.17. 11
‘We are justified by His blood, - - - - - - Rom.s5.9
We have peace through His blood, - - - - - Col. 1. 20
The blood brings us nigh, - - - - - - Eph. 2.13
‘We are sanctified through His blood - - - - Heb, 13. 12
When I see the blood I will pass over you, - - - }ond 12. 13 J.A.

THE WORD OF OUR GOD IN PSALM 119,
: WHAT IT IS.
1 True - - - v.160 compare - - - - John 17. 17
2 Pure - - - V. 140 " - - - - 1 Peter 2. 2
3 Sweet - - - v. 103 " - Song 5. 13, 16
4 Lamp - - - v. 105 " Mark 8. 16 2 Pet 1. 19; 2 Cor. 4.4
WHAT GOD DOES WITH IT.
1 Quickens - vs. 25, 50 compare - - Eph. 2. 55 John 5. 25
2 Strengthens - - v.28 N - - Heb. 6. 18; 1 John 2. 14
3 Comforts - - V.52 n - - Rom. 15. 4; 1 Thes. 4. 15
4 Enlightens - - v.130 » Eph. 1. 18. Heb. 10. 32 (same word)
5 Gives understanding v. 130 " - - 1 Cor.2.15; I John v. 20

WHAT THE WRITER OF THE PSALMS DID WITH IT—
+ AN EXAMPLE FOR US. (@) POSITIVE.

1 Loved it - - v.I40 compare - - 1 John 5. 2; 2 John 1
2 Longed for it - v.123 " - - - 1 Pet 2. 2 (see r.V.)
3 Ateit - - - v.103 " I - Jer. 16.16; Job 23. 12
4 Trusted in it - V.42 " - Ps. 106. 12 Acts 27. 25
5 Kept it - vs.17.27 " ]ohn 14 23 LukeS 153 . 28
6 Hid it in heart - v. 11 " ~ Luke 2. 19-51
7 Meditated onit - v.14 " Ps. 1. 23 ]osh 1.8; 1 Tim. 4. 15
8 Took heed to it - v.9 " - I Tim. 5. 16
9 Rejoiced atit - v.162 " - - ]ohn 15 11; 1 John I. 4
10 Stood in awe of it v, 161 " - - Ezra 9. 4; 10. 3
11 Spoke of it - - v.172 " - - Markz 23 2 Tim. 4. 2
(6) NEGATIVE.
I will not forget Thy Word v. 16 compare - Provi3.1;4.5 3. R.M'E.

THE KEEPER AND THE KEPT.
The Lord is thy Keeper Ps. 12. 5 | Kept from falling Ps. 121. 3; 145. 14

He will keep the feet Keptfromevil Jno. 17.15; Ps. 121.7
of His saints - - 1 Sam. 2. g | Keptin peace Isa. 26. 3; Phil. 4. 7
Behold, I am with thee Kept continually Ps. 121, 4; 139. 18
and will keep thee - Gen. 38. 15 | Kept in the hour of
By the power of God - 1 Pet. 1. 5 temptation Rev. 3. 10; 2 Tim. 4.17
Now unto Him that is able to keep .be glory .both now and
ever. Amen - - - - - Jude 24 B. A H:
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HE 1S ABLE—WE ARE ABLE.
What the Lord Jesus Christ is able to do for us
(z Tim. vi. 15; Matt xix. 26).
Save to the uttermost, - - - Hebrews vii, 25

Keep from fallmg, - - - - - - - - Jude 24
Build up, - - - - - - - - Acts xx. 32
Make stand, - - - - - - - - Romans xiv.

Succour, - - - - - - - -  Hebrewsii. 18
Subdue all thmgs, - - - - - - - Philippians iii. 21
Make grace abound, - - - - 2 Corinthiansix. 8
Exceeding abundantly above all we a:k - - - Ephesians iii. 20
Promised: He will perform, - -~ Romansiv, 21

What we are able to do by faxth in Christ Jesus
(Johnxv 45; Phil. iv. 13).
- - - Numbers xiii. 20

Overcome, -

Bear, - - - - - - - - - 1 Corinthians x. 13
‘Withstand, - - - - - - - - Ephesians vi. 11-13
Comfort, - - - - - - - - 2 Corinthians i. 3-5
Comprehend, . - - = = = - Ephesians iii. 18, 19

s J.E. W,
THE JOY OF THE LORD JESUS. OUR HANDS.

1. In anticipation, - Prov. viii. 31 | 1. Cleansed, Lev. xiv. 14. Si_ns for-
given.

2 I;agllzymg th‘f Ps.xl. 8§ | 2 Anointed Lev.xiv.17. Sealed with

y oy the Holy Spirit,

LI i - . xvi. . .
3. In resurrection, Ps. xvi. 11 3. Filled, Ex. xxix. 24(m.)Consecra-

4. In revealing Him- tion,
self, - - - LW X 2T |4 Clean, Job xvii. 9. Secret of

5. In His saints, - DPs, ®vi, 3 strength.

6.In His people's 5. Fighting, Ps. xviii. 34. Warfare,
obedience, - Jno. xv. 2 [ 6, Uplifted, Ps.cxxxiv. 2. Praising.

4. In presenting them, Jude 24 { 7. Uplifted, 1 Tim, ii. 8. Praying,
FOUR PLACES FOR FOUR KINDS OR CHRISTIANS, F.E.M.
1. A PLACE oF SecUrITY FOR THOSE IN DoUBT.—In His hand—for
work (Isaiah xlix. 16), for rest (John x. 28).
2, A PLACE OF STRENGTH FOR THOSE wWHO ARE WEAK.—On His
shoulder (Exod. xxviii. 12; Luke xv. 5).
3. A PrLAcE OF AFFECTION FOR THE TROUBLED.—On His heart
(Exod xxviii, 29).
A PLACE FOR AN UNINSTRUCTED CHRISTIAN.—At His feet
(Luke viii. 35: %. 39). H.R.F.
THE POOR AND NEEDY. :
‘What the Lord will do for such.

Raise upfromthe dust, 1 Sam.ii. 8 | Prepare for them, -Ps. xlviii. 10
Lift up, - - - Ps, ciil. 7 | Setthem onhigh, - Ps, cvii. 41
Save, - - - Jobv.15 | Standat theirrighthand, Ps. cix.31
Deliver, - Ps.xxxv. Io; Ixxii. 12 | Satisfy them, - Ps. cxxxii. 15
Help, - - - Ps. x. 4 | Maintain their right, Ps. cxl. 12
Judge, - Isa.xi. 4; Ps. Ixxil. 4 | Make them to lie down, Isa.xl. 30
Spare, - . - Ps. Ixxii. 13 | Make them victorious, Isa.xxvi. 6
Think of them, = Ps.xl 17 | Not forsake, - -  Ps.xli 1y
Not forget, -~ = Ps.ix, 8 | Be their strength, - Ps.xxv. 4
Arise for them, - DPs. xii. 4 | Regard them, - - Ps. Ixvi, 2
Hear them, Ps. Ixix. 33; xxxiv. 6 S. B. S.



Ps.cix.31

Brief Records of Men of God.

“ ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for coirection, for instruction in
righteousness ” (2 Tim. 3. 16).

“1 have fought a good fight, T have finished my course, I
have kept the Faith”” (2 Tim. 4. 7).

THOMAS NEWBERRY,
AuTHOR AND TEACHZR, WESTON-SUPER-MARE.

Hditor of 7he Englishman’s Bibl, Author of The Zvmples «p Solomon,
Solar Light, &c,
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THOMAS NEWBERRY.
EW brethren were more generally beloved, and few faces
more familiar in the assemblies of Christians who gather
to the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, than the dear saint
whose features will be recognised on the frontispiece of this,
and who ‘“fell asleep” in Christ Jesus at Weston-super-Mare
on 16th January, after a short illness, at the ripe age of go years.

For many long years he had faithfully served the Lord, and
counted it his chief joy to minister the Word to fellow-saints,
also to preach the Gospel of the grace and glory of God to
sinners, always with sweetness, power, and profit to the souls of
his hearers, so that one is not surprised to hear of a very wide-
spread fecling of sorrow at the great loss the Church has sus-
tained in the removal of this honoured and beloved servant of
Christ, who was truly “a buraing and shining light,” Aolding
Jorth and holding fast * the faithful Word of God.

It will be of interest here to quote the following testimony
of the departed scholar, written in his old age:  As the resuit
of a careful examination of the entire Scriptures in the originals,
noticing and marking where necessary every variation of tense,’
preposition, and the signification of words, the impression left
upon my mind is this, not the difficulty of believing the entire
inspiration of the Biblé, but the impossibility of doubting it. . .
The godliness of the translators, their reverence, the superiority
of their scholarship, and the manifest assistance and control
.afforded to them by the Holy Spirit in their work, is such that
the ordinary reader can rely upon the whole as THE WoRrD or
Gopn”

Around his grave in-Weston-super-Mare Cemetery were
gathered a large circle of fellow-saints who cherished fond
memories of sweet fellowship with their dear, departed brother,
yea, their father, in Christ, and also of the profit their souls
had derived from his edifying ministry. Memorial services
were held in the Gospel Hall there, when brethren James
Wright, W. H. Bennet, C. Paul, and Dr. Baedeker spoke of
their affection for the dear, departed one, praying to the God
of resurrection that other pastors, teachers, and shepherds may
be raised up to feed and care for ** the flock of God.” Seasonable
exhortations were also given that believers should follow the
faith and emulate the diligence and loyalty of the one whose
memory was very fragrant to all.

It is suggested that a short outline of the life, times, and
leading features in the ministry of Mr. Newberry would be
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glorifying to God and profitable for fellow-saints. We there-
fore refer briefly to some of *those works of faith, labours of
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ ” which
the Holy Spirit wrought in and through our departed brother.

_ It was his wont to refer with deepest gratitude to the exceed-
ing riches of Divine grace which saved him at an early age,
and sustained him during the long years of his pilgrim life in
simple trust in God and the Word of His grace.

Finally, the same grace enabled him to *rejoice in hope of
the glory of God” and ‘‘ magnify the Lord ” during the last
hours of his earthly testimony. Among the cherished words
then uttered, we are told that he spoke of hearing the Father
say to His child, *“Come home!” and then from his rich
memory he quoted such simple Scriptures as, * With long life
will I satisfy him, and show him My salvation,” “I shall be
satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness,” “ Not His glory,
but Christ Himself, shall these sightless eyes behold ; yea, I
shall see the King in His beauty.”

With many such words of faith and hope did he cheer beloved
friends who were privileged to be near him, and only a few
hours before his “ departure to be with Christ” a cheque was
received in payment of an account, which he handed to a
relative with the remark, “You will, of course, put aside the
Lord’s portion of this,” telling of one of the exemplary habits
of his redeemed life.

Referring to hisearly days, he praised God for the blessing
of a Christian mother and a godly elder sister, for through them,
like Timothy of old, he knew the Holy Scriptures from a child ;
and it pleased God to reveal His Son to his soul as Saviour
AND LorD at an early age, so that he knew the blessed ex-
perience of being “ BORN AcaIN,” by the incorruptible Word of
God, which “liveth and abideth for ever.” And his Christian
life commenced with a love and reverence for THE HoLy
ScrIPTURES, which were his food and “the joy and rejoicing
of his heart” throughout his long and active life, so that he
became ““ mighty in the Scriptures,” and one of the most reliable
and profitable expositors of the Bible.

We have often heard him remark that during the early years
of his Christian experience he was but an ordinary READER of
the Word of God for comfort and instruction; but sixty-one
years ago he began the diligent sTUDY and SEARCHING of the
Scriptures in the original Hebrew and Greek languages.

Pursuing these studies for twenty-five years, he felt constrained
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~ to commence that work which will be one of the best memorials
of his valuable life, even The Englishman’s Bible, which has
been issued in three editions, and is now widely known and
greatly prized by Bible students as one of the best he/ps ever
published for enabling ordinary readers to discern the beauties
of the original “sacred Scriptures,” as “holy men of God”
wrote them under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

This work has been highly commended by competent
scholars, who express admiration at the immense labours be-
stowed upon the book, and the valuable and reliable information
given in its marginal notes, which help Christians to understand
somewhat of the precious treasure which God has given in this,
His own Word—to be ““a lamp to our feet, and a light to our
path,” and “ which things the angels desire to look into.”

Well do we remember occasions when the face of this
honoured servant of Christ beamed with holy joy as he com-
mended to fellow-saints “THE WoRD oF Gob” he so dearly
loved, and exhorted them to * Searcu the Scriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which
TESTIFY OF ME,” /¢., JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GoD.

One of his happiest illustrations to give point to this great
truth; that ¢ THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS is the spirit of prophecy,”
and that “to Him give all the prophets witness,” was the refer-
ence to the historic MIRROR OF ARCHIMEDES, which was com-
posed of various piates of polished metal, each plate being
concave in form, focussed to one centre, so that when the
sun shone, its brilliant rays were concentrated by reflection upon
one object. So, he was wont to say, whilst the Bible was a Book
of many parts, yet ‘all was given by inspiration of God,”
and the whole sixty-six books combined were so arranged
by Divine. skill, that being focussed to one .centre, they
throw their concentrated light upon the glorious Person and
work of Him who was “the brightness of God’s glory and the
express image of His Person ;” yea, Hiv whom all the angels
of God worship, and who, to carry out the purposes of God
concerning our redemption and salvation, became “God mani-
fest in the flesh.” Yea, said he, * A body hast Thou prepared
me,” “ By the which will we are sanctified through the offering
of the Body of Jesus Christ once for all.” * For by one offer-
ing He hath perfected for evér them that are sanctified, whereof
the Holy Ghost is a witness to us.”

The glories of this New CoveENANT set forth in the Epistle
to the Hebrews, as contrasted with the bondage of the former
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Covenant of Law made with Israel at Mount Sinai, was one of
- the favourite and profitable themes of public ministry by our
dear departed brother, and many have to thank God for soul
enlightenment and liberty received through the same. E H.B.

[As the limit of space in this magazine only permits of our inserting a part of
this interesting M»MOIR, we are issuing the whole in hooklet form. The other
portion gives a review of 'the important truths recovered and testimony revived
in connection with believers gathering only to the Lord s Name duriny the past
century. As this publication, in its complete form, will be of deepest interest to
our readers, and suitable for circulation amongst Christian friends, we advise
early orders tor the MrEMO RS OF THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE LATE THOMAS
NewWBERRY. 3/6 per 100, or 6d. per dozen, post free.]

SOME EXPRESSIONS

DURING THE IAST FIVE DAYS OF I}IR. NEWBERRY’S ILLNESS,

“G T HIS sharp pain seems to me to be the Home-call. I may

gain strength for a little while, but it seems as if the
Father said, ‘Come home.” - ¢ With long life will I satisfy him,
and show him My salvation” I am thoroughly satisfied. ‘I
shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness.” Not His
Glory, but Himself.”

“I must turn another page in my patience book in the school
of God. I believe that is why God allpws suffering at the close
of the day, that we may enjoy the rapture of heaven all the more.”

“‘Precious promises; old age wants a staff to lean upon. God’s
promises shine in the dark, ‘There is one sun by day; by
night ten thousarid lights that lead us to the Deity’; that is
Young’s ‘Night Thoughts’.”

Tuesday morning at six he asked for the portion of Scripture
for family worship; this read, he prayed, *“ Our God and Father,
we bless Thee for the night’s repose, and ask Thy presence for
this day; keep us from all evil; sanctify affliction. Bless all
our friends and Thy people. Our Sovereign, bless her. Restore
peace in South Africaand China. We ask all for Christ’s sake.”

“Like Stephen, I shall fall on sleep. Amen, so let it be.”

Rallying towards evening, he said: “1I thought I was going
home ; I am rather disappointed.”

For evening Scripture Mark 4. 35-41 was read: He said, “Our
God, who speaks to the elements without, and to the hopes and
fears within with His all prevailing authority, ‘ Peace, be still)
still speaks to us all, * Be careful for nothing’ The peace of
God, and the God of peace Himself give us peace by all means;
speak peace to the raging elements in Africa and China, and
preserve our nation, and give us every blessing for time and for
all eternity; and our fnends, who have so kindly enquired,
remember, for Jesus’ sake.”
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COUNSEL TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS.—IL

THE GRACE OF GOD AND ITS TEACHINGS.
(Titus 2. 11.)
By Dr. J. N. Casg, of China.

N this wondrous theme, the Grace of God, every Christian
loves to meditate, For it is the source of his salvation
it 1s the maoving-spring of all God's dealings with him in blessing.
But Grace is a Teacher as well as a Saviour, and all who are
born from above at once are placed in God’s school. Well is
it for us that Grace is now our teacher and not Law (Gal. 3.
24), for the methods, spirit, power and objects of the two
Teachers are vastly different. However, only those can learn
and practise Grace’s lessons who have first received the salvation
it brings. And now we very briefly notice what those lessons are.

I.—THE THINGS IT TEACHES US NOT TO DO.

(1) There is the denying of ungodliness. That simply means
that we should never do anything that is unbecoming of our
position as children of God. This is something far higher
than not dishonouring the family, church, school, or firm to
which we belong. It leads us to always avoid anything that
would dishonour or grievé our heavenly Father.

(2) We are also taught to deny zworid/y lusts. Lust is not
necessarily something which men acknowledge to be vile or
wrong. It is just something which one longs to possess or
enjoy. Desire becomes lust when it is set upon a thing con-
demned or forbidden by the Word of God, so that wor/dly
Justs include many things which men of the world consider
both good and desirable.

II.-——HOW GRACE TEACHES US TO LIVE.

(1) Soberly. This word looks at our relation to ourselves.
It is frequently found in the New Testament. Alas! for the
Christian who is generally regarded as a frivolous or jocular
person. Among all who know him his influence for God is
gone. We have many things to make and keep us of sober
mind. Consider the state of guilt and helplessness from which
we have been saved ; the high and responsible position into
which we have been brought; the danger of losing our lives
and dishonouring our Lord; the eternity of holiness and
happiness that awaits us. These things are enough, surely, to
keep us sober. And this sobriety is quite consistent with a
full measure of spiritual joy.

(2) Righteously. A Christian is under a deep obligation to
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The Grace of God and its Teackings.

act in a righteous way towards his fellow-men. He should
always do to others what the common conscience as well as
the Ward of God acknowleges as 7ig/4t (2 ‘Cor. 8. 21, R.V. ;
1 Peter 2. 12). There must be no tricks of trade, no juggling
with words, no taking advantage of a man’s ignorance or
necessity: all his dealings must be aboveboard and honourable.

(3). Godly. A godly life is that of one who sets the Lord
always before him; who in all things endeavours to act as it
becomes a worshipper and servant of Jehovah; and whose chief
aim is to conform his thoughts, and words, and ways to the
Word of God.

“Grace and truth came in Jesus Christ.” He is the embodi-
ment and manifestation of the grace of God. May we, in all
our ways, make it more and more manifest that we are learning
of Him who is the great Example, as well as effective Teacher,
of the ways of Grace.

SOME THOUGHTS on FRUITBEARING in JOHN 1.

ERSE 2 gives us two kinds of branches, the one {ruitless,
which is Zaken away (see 1 Cor. 11. 30). How
solemn! how searching! The other one, fruitful, is purged, in
order that it ,may become more fruitful. How thankful we
ought to be if we are being purged, as that is a token we are
bearing some fruit.
Verse 6. The Father is the Purger (see Heb. 12. 5-9), and
if we keep in remembrance what we have in Psalm 103. 13,
it will helps us “to endure,” as we may rest assured that our
Father will not lay one stroke more upon us than is needful.
Verse 8. Fruit glorifies the Father—does not Eph. 5. 22, 23
give us the fruit, while 2 Pet. 1. 5-9 tells us the way in which
it is produced. Note e<pecially verses 8 and ro. If these
things be 1N vou, then fruitfulness will be the result. If ye
. DO these things, then ye shall never fall.
Verse 5. Abiding in Christ is the secret of fruitfulness, and
verse 10 tells how we are to abide in Him, viz,, by keeping
His commandments. L W.w,

THERE’S a saying old and musty,
But ’tis good as any new:

You should never trouble trouble
Until trouble troubles you.
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“LET THE PEACE OF GOD RULE IN YOUR
HEARTS.”

The latest Hymn written by R. C. CHAPMAN, Barnstaple {now in his ggth year),
Author of “ Choice Sayings,” *° Hymns and Meditations,” &c.

‘%ENEATH the shadow of Thy wings,
My Father and my God, I rest; .
Seeing unseen, eternal things,
My portion soon to be possessed.

Thy Son, Thy First-born from the dead,
Jesus, how excellent is He

Thy Joy and Rest, Thy Church’s Head,
Father, Thou gavest Him for me.

Sealed by Thy Spirit, I am Thine,
Raised up to sit with Christ the Lord;

Forth from His face Thy glories shjne,
Unveiled in Him, the Living Word.

Thou proovest faith, in wisdom deep,

To nourish faith, to save from pride,
For Thee alone the hearts to keep

Of those who with the Lord have died.

Thy rod of discipline I kiss,
Bitters I turn to sweet; Thy child
Would e’er be blameless in Thine eyes,
With harp in hand, all undefiled.

According to Thy riches, Thou
Wilt ever for Thy servant care;

Joyful before Thy throne I bow,
And Jesus’ bliss and glory share.

But when shall we then stand arrayed
In heavenly garments all unite

To make our God and Father glad,
’Midst darkness, children of the light.

Oh, let the world, as once of old,
‘Ere the Redeemer come to reign,
Sure tokens in Thy saints behold,
That *“Jesus died and rose again!”
28



HIS LAST SHILLING.

N answer to prayer may be long delayed —so'long as to
prove a severe trial to the faith of the petitioner.
Sometimes years pass away before the answer comes.  Yet the
answer, though seemingly delayed, has proved the faithfulness
of our God. And often it has been recognised that God's
time has been the right time—that His goodness has been
seen even in the pariucular juncture at which He interposed
for our déliverance.

There are times, however, when the answer—if it is to be’
an answer at all—must come speedily. There are seasons
when, owing to the particular circumstances of the case, de-
liverance must come almost instantaneously, if it is to bz
accepted as a distinct answer to prayer.

A striking illustration of this—although in a very humble
way—has recently come within our own knowledge. It hap-
pened in the experience of an aged saint named Boyd, now
long gone to rest. It must be nearly forty years ago now, and
he was an old man even then. Being no longer able to pursue
his calling as a weaver, owing to bodily infirmity, he en-
deavoured to support himself by the sale of newspapers, both
at the railway station and to certain regular customers. I may
mention that along with every paper he sold he gave away a
Gospel tract, thus maintaining, in his own quiet way, a con-
tinual Gospel testimony through his silent' messengers. But
the times were hard, and money ill to get, as the hand-loom
weaving, the staple trade of the town, was then a dying
industry.

One morning Boyd set out with a shilling—all the money in
his possession—to purchase his newspapers. On the way he
met an old woman whom he knew. On asking how it fared
with her, he was told that she was well, but her husband was
very ill, and getting weaker through sheer lack of nourishment.
The old saint did not take long to consider the matter.
“Here,” he said, *‘you’ll take that shilling and get some nour-
ishment for him ; it will always help a little.” The old woman
hurried off in great glee with the shilling, for that sum was a
fair amount of mcney in her eyes.

Having parted with his last shilling, the old saint began to
wonder how he was to get his papers that day. Then it struck
“him he would just ask His Father, God, for a shilling. Sq, as
he pursued his way, he prayed, * Father, I would like if Thou
would'st send me a shilling to pay my newspapers to-day.
Thou knowest that I gave my last shilling to that old woman ;
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His Last Shilling.

and if Thou wilt send me another one in its place, it will be a
favour.,” Just at that moment his eye caught something bright

" at the side of the kerbstone. Stooping down to see what it
could be, he found it was a skilling! The old man putitin
his pocket,. then bowed his head and worshipped. He got the
exact sum which he had asked of God, and that was the exact
sum he needed at the time. Having returned thanks, he got
his newspapers, and paid for them, without any apprecieble
loss of time !

Truly our God is the Hearer of prayer. . Faith never counts
on Him in vain. In a case such as this we have been narra-
ting, the sceptic and the worldling are at great pains to trace
the deliverance to anything and everything but God  But the
aged saint understo d the matter thoroughly. He knew One
who had said, “ Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me” (Ps. so. 15). Yea,
and in calling on Him the child of faith had even dared
to say, * Make no tarrying, O my God” (Ps. 40. 17). And
the answer came right speedily, “Be it unto thee even as thou
wilt.” How true it is that ‘“he that hath pitv upon the poor
lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which he hath given will He
pay him again” (Prov. 19. 17); while it is atso written,
 Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will
deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord will preserve him,
and keep him alive ; and he shall be blessed upon the earth ;
and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies”
(Ps. 41. 1-2).

Now that I am speaking of thls old saint, 1 may say that he
was a faithful and oftentimes a solitary witness for God; for
“witnesses ” were few in his day. He was ever about his
Master’s business; and his quiet, pure life was a testimony
which the ungodly could neither gainsay nor resist. He held
a kitchen meeting regularly in old Mrs. M'Vey’s; and as he
was not a singer, he secured the services of a younger Chris-
tian to lead the hymns. The one who led the singing is still
alive, though bed ridden, and now waiting the call to the upper
sanctuary. It was from him I got these pariiculars. Boyd
lived to a good old age, and, like *“a shock of corn?” thatis
fu'ly ripe, he was safely gathered in by the hand of the great
Husbandman.” His “precentor” says: “1 attended Boyd in
his last illness, and it fell to my lot to dig the grave. We
lowered the coffin gently down, and there the dust of that aged
man of God is lying till the Resurrection morn.” Ww. S.
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A CLOUD OF WITNESSES
TO QOUR LOKD'S COMING AGAIN.—I, .
QuEeEN VicToria.—* 1 am look:ng for the coming of our Lord,
and I do not think it improbable that I may not "have to sur-
render my crown till I shall lay it down at His feet.”

Tue EarL oF SHaAFTESBURY.—* The doctrine of the Second
Advent is the most important one which should be prominently
urged upon the attention of the Christian world.”

Eart Cavan.—“The Precious One whose coming we are
so anxiously looking for at the present time.”

DeaN ALrorp.—* The coming of Christ to take His Church
to Himself in the clouds is not the same event as His coming
to judge the world. The deliverance of the Church is one
thing, the judgment of the world is another.”

Joun Cavvin.—* There is nothing left to the faithful but
with wakeful mind to be always intent on His second coming.”

J. DEnaam Smith.—* To one who has been living in the
prospect of this hope, as in my case, for nearly half a century, it
seems as if the Bible is full of this subject from beginning to end.”

RoMaiNE.—* O for the marriage of the Lamb, when I shall
be presented as a chaste virgin to my heavenly Bridegroom !
How can I but long earnestly for this full ‘enjoyment of Thy
everlasting love ?”

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpay Scuoors, BiBLE CLASsES, AND HOME READING.

After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced ‘I'eachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in prescuting
the Gospel of the Grace of God befure the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take up
“THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,””

a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central figure as the
subject tor *“* THE GOSPEL SCHEME UF LtSSONS.”” Copies of the scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same.

1oth February.—TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNESS (Matt. 4. 1-11).
Learn Heb. 2. 18.—“For in that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted.”

Testing leads to trusting —Supplies must come from the right source in
aright way God needs no proving—An easy way to the Throne—The right
way by the Cross. :

THE Lord Jesus Christ had just yielded Hitnself in baptism, been

marked out as the Anocinted by the Spirit, and owned by the
voice of God as the ¢ Beloved Son.” ‘I'he fulness of time had come, the

Worker had set His face to the work, and it is quite in order that then

His fitness and ability to endure be put to the test; our lesson deals

with that temptation and the victory of God’s Son, man’s Saviour, over

the adversary the devil,

THE USE OF THE TEMPTATION. Everything destined to
sustain weight or pressure is tested, and after testing, is marked,
approved (James 1. 4; Rom. 5. 3), and shown to be fit for work. .Another
ase in the case of persons tempted is the gain of experience and ability
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

to sympathise with and help others who are tempted (Heb. 4.15; 2Cor. 1. -
4). Thetemptation of Jesus shows Him able to succour because able to bear
temptation and to defeat the enemy, as well as able to sympathise, be-
cause He knows the sufferings of tried ones.

THE FIRST TEMPTATION. The hunger of Jesus suggested
relief by an act of independence and self-support. To have wrought a
miracle on His own behalf would have at once destroyed His claim to
having been tempted *‘as we are,” and would have been to take again
the power He had laid down (Fhil. 2). He would then have ceased to be
the dependent Man He came to be. Jesus could truly say, ‘T live by the
Father” (John 7. 57), and He met the temptation by the Written Word,
“ Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceede.h
out of the mouth of God” (Deut. 8. 6). He had no need to step aside to
make bread ; God’s Word was his assurance of life and preservation.

THE SECOND TEMPTATION. Inthisthe humility and meekness
of Jesus were tried. He was invited to cast Himself from temple pinnacle,
thus to put to the test God’s Word. and occasion a display of angelic
preservation (Psa. gr. 12); this was veiled unbelief, which Jesus met
with, ¢ It is written, Thou shalt not tempt” (Deut. 6. 16).

THE THIRD TEMPTATION. Jesus was next tempted to attain
His object in a wrong way. ‘I'o occupy the throne Jesus came, and that
for the world’s good. This was, or seemed to be, a short cut to it—
avoiding the shame and the Cross, It is not necessary to think that
actual prostration to Satan’s person is really meant—rather it might be
a swerving aside to Satan's principles and yielding to his way of
attaining ends; using policy and temporal means rather than spiritual.
Again, © It is written” (Deut. 6. 13), foils the tempter, who at this point
is named by Jesus for the first time (see also Maik 8. 33).

In these three points we sce Jesus in utter weakness, in dire necessity,
foil the tempter's power, and rejoice to know that He who is the
Saviour is One mighty to suffer and prevail (2 Tim. 1. 12).

17tk February—~THE VISITOR BY NIGHT (John 3. 1-18). Learn
John 3. 15—*“That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life.”
A sample man—Coming to Jesus— Learned, vet ignorant—Religious, yet
not fit for heaven—The mystery explained—All in a leok-—Source ot it all.
OHN'S third chapter is perhaps the chapter most familiar to us of all
thie Sacred Book, vet we never can lonk into it without gaining fresh
views of the great depths it discloses in its profound teaching.

THE MAN WHO CAME BY NIGHT. He was a sample man in
many senses-—perhaps one of the best that could be found—a Pharisee,
that is a very strictly religious man; and a ruler, that is a master or
teacher of Israel. He was ho common, or low, or ignorant man, and yet

he was only a man, born of the flesh and in the flesh (Rom. 8. 8), though
religious.

WHAT NICODEMUS DID. Came to Jesus—faultily—faintly—
ignorantly ; but e came. Jesps did not fault him for the way he came,
even though it was possibly shame and fear that hindered him coming
by day. Ignorantly, Nicodemus said: ** We know that Thou art a
teacher.” for if he knew only that, he knew too little, and Jesus’ answer

was fitting: “ Except a mian be born from above he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

THE TEACHER PUZZLED. Bornagain! an old man born anew
—-he had never heard of such a thing. ‘ Marvel not,” said Jesus, “if

32



Notes on Bible Lessons.

you knew yourself. you would know that flesh is always flesh and Spirit
is always Spirit—the one does not alter into the other —it is ‘a new
creation’”” (2 Cor. 5. 17). So *‘ ye must be born again.”

HOW CAN THESE THINGS BE? The Lord Jesus explains the
rocess of the new birth from man’s side. We cannot ‘‘ command ” life,
ut we can fulfil the conditions necessary for-the reception of life. A8

the Israelites bitten of the serpent and dying (Num. 21) owned their
state and accepted God’s way of healing, SO the sinner, conscious now of
his need, looking off in faith to Jesus *‘lifted up,” receives life, a gift
(Rom. 6. 23), and is * Born of God” (t John 5. 1).

THE SOURCE AND REASON OF SALVATION. God's love—
love to a perishing world of such a character that He gave His Son, His
Only Begotten, for the very purpose of imparting His life through death
to a world dead in trespasses and sins.

Truly that was a memorable visit to Jesus, and the truths unfolded of
importance and value beyond conception.

24¢h February.—ABRAHAM AND ISAAC (Gen. 22. 1-14). Learn John
3. 16— For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”
The Ouly Son—The TLoved Son—The Given-up—The Obedieut—The
Suffering—The Accepted—The Raised again.
T is impossible in one lesson to cover all the teaching of this
beautiful and suggestive narrative; a few points about the central
figure, Tsaac, will doubtless afford a profitable theme. He appears as the
Son of the Father, and typifies Jesus in various ways.

THE ONLY SON. The heir of all the promises (Heb. 11. 17) and of
his Father’s riches (comp. Gen. 24. 36 and Jno. 3. 35). In him all the -
seed were called (Gen. 21. 12) and blessed. So 1in Christ Jesus, the
Father’s Son, are all the blessings and the blessed.

THE LOVED SON. ' ‘““Isaac, whom thou lovest.” Here all the
truth of God’s vast love to His Son opens to our view. ‘ As the Father
hath loved Me ” (John 15. 9); *‘ Therefore dothh the Father love Me”
(John 10. 17); “ The Father loveth the Son” (John 3. 33).

THE GIVEN-UP SON. In Isaac’s case. to a good God; in Jesus'
case, for a world of enemies, sinners, rebels (Rom. 5. 8, &ec.). To give up
Isaac at God’s desire was a sacrifice, but God gave Jesus unasked, and
spared Him not (Romi. 8. 32).

THE OBEDIENT SON. Isaac being well-grown, and his father a
very old man, could have resisted. We know he assented, and that he
was in perfect subjection to his father eveh up to the point of laying
down his life, In same manner Jesus was a voluntary sac.ifice (John
10. 17).

THE SUFFERING SON.—It must have been painful to face death,
to look on the uplified knife in his father's hand, and in that way to
taste death in anticipation. Jesus not ouly tasted death in prospect, but
in reality, and that from His Father’s Hand (Luke 22. 42).

THE ACCEPTED SON. Notice that the ram was offered as a
burnt-offering, not a sin-offering. This is consistent with all the
typical import of the narrative before us, in which we see Isaac fore-
shadowing the character of the perfect Son of the Father—all for God
and all accepted of God (Eph. 5. 2). .

THE RAISED-AGAIN SON. “From (the dead) whence he re-
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ceived him in a figure” (Heb. 11. 19). What intense satic<faction and
joy. what communion of Fatherand Son, Abraham and Isaac returning
from that scene on Mount Moriah must have had! What revelation of
" God's purposes and ways, what forecasts of God’s Christ! Jesus dead
and risen is the counterpart of this—how God delights in His only,
obgdient, once-suffering, and now raised and exalted Son (Heb. 1. g).

3rd March.—~THE SAMARITAN WOMAN (John 4. 5-26).  Learn
Isaiah 55. 1—*‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price.”

‘The Perfect Man complete in His hugxauity—'l‘he poor and needy object
of Jesus’ love—An unknown Gift and an nnknown Giver—The hoped-for
Revealer—Revealed to the needy.

THE present study reveals our Lord Jesus in a deeply-interesting
aspect. viz., dealing in patient, lowly grace with a poor, nameless,

sinful woman, leading her into a knowledge of herself and of Himself,

and adding her to the company of believers and witnesses to His grace.

THE WEARIED JESUS. That He could be tired proves His perfect
humanity (Heb. 4. 15). _In order that He might know by experience the
feelings of a frail man. He took a like bodv to hunger, thirst, sleep, weep.
rejoice. and sorrow. Such was Jesus, God’s Son, who came to toil for and
suffer for man.

THE NEEDY WOMAN AND THE PECULIAR “ JEW.” We
could not by searching find a meaner object than this Samaritan woman.
Po.r she was. for she was drawing water—a slave’'s work; she was a
Samaritan (2 Kings 17. 24, 25), that is, of a false religion; and she was
sinful, and she knew it. The “ Man” who sat on the well was plainlva
“Jew,” yet of her He asked a drink. No Jew would have done this.
Jesus was a great deal more than a Jew—He was God’s gift to the world
(John 3. 16).

A GIFT FROM GOD. The woman was surprised that a Jew man
would ** take” water from a Samaritan, yet Jesus told her that He would
“ give,” if asked for, a gift of ““living water. ‘This is figurative expres-
sion for the gift of eternal life, ministered by the Spirit (John 7. 37-39;
Rom. 6, 23. &c.).

COMPARED WITH JACOB, HIS WELL, AND HIS WATER.
Water from Jacob’s well could only be had by toilsome drawing and
fetching, and Jacob's water only satisfied for a little, then thirst again
ensued. The living water, fountain-like, river-like, is always springing,
flowing, following (1 Cor. ro. 4). R

THE WOMAN CONVICTED AND CONVERTED. Jesus shone
into her heart and revealed to her her state. She speaks of * worship”
and *‘ religion,” doubtless thinking thit these would help her into God’s
favour. But Jesus shuts both against her by saying ‘it must be
spititual,” ““in spirit and in truth.,” This was above and beyond her—
it is above and beyond all “ natural” men and women—and the woman
then speaks of her last hope and expectation, ‘“The Messiah,” coming to
remove all darkness and tell us “all things.,”" It is good to see all other
hope taken away, that he may be resorted to.

THE REVEALED MESSIAH. “I am He,” said Jesus. 'There,
while He was hid from the wise and prudent, she had the privilege of
getting to know God's own Anointed Oue. the Fountain of Life, What
more she learned, and what further she did after testifying to the men,
we, can only guess, but me know that her dark life was enlightened and
made pure aud happy by that blessed meeting.
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Qutlines of Scripture Studies.

SEVEN BLESSINGS IN ROMANS 5.

Peace - - - versel -
Place - - - verse 2 -
Prosypect . - verse2 -
Power - - - verse§5 -
Priest - - - verse 10 -
Portion - - - verse IT -
Person - - - verse 12 -

- - - We have peace with God
- Access by faith...wherein we stand

- Rejoice in hope of the glory of God

Love of God shed abroad... Holy Ghost

- - We shall be saved by Hix life
- We joy in God

- Through our Lord Jesus Christ

SEVEN MORE IN PHILIPPIANS 4.

Pardon (implied) in verse 3 -

‘Whose names are in the Book of Life

Praise - - - verse 4 - - - - Rejoice in the Lord 1lwa
Prospect - verse§ - - - - - The Lord is at hang
Pcace - - - verse7 - - - - - The peace of God
Presence - verseg - - - - The God of peace with\us
Power - - - verse 13 - - I can do all things through Christ
Provision - - verse 19 - My God shall supply all your need A.N.
INVITATIONS. PERFECTIONS.
Come and see - - John 1. 39 | Theperfectionof wickedness
Come and drink - - John 7. 37 —the seven wicked spirits
Come and dine - - John2r.12 ; Mk. 16.9; Lu. 11. 26; 8. 3
Come and rest - Matt. 11. 28 | Theperfection of all perfect-
R. M. ness—thesevenspiritsofGod T.B.
JUSTIFICATION.
We are justified by God - - Rom. 3. 26 - - - The soxrce of it
We are justified by grace - - Rom. 3. 24 - - - The spring of it
We are justified by blood - - Rom. 5.9 - The ground of it
We are jusiified by resurrection  Rom. 4. 25 - The acknowledgment of it
We are justified by faith - - Rom. 5. 1 - The principle of it w.st.

DISPENSATIONAL REIGNS.
From Adamto Moses Deatkreigned
From Moses to Christ Zaw reigned

. From Christ to Second Coming
Grace reigns
From Second Comingto end
of Millennium
Rz hteousness will reign
Throughout the eternal Day

of God Righteousnesswi/l dwell, |

] not reign S.E.R.
e

1 The RICHESmeCKC S

| FOUR NEVERS.
Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give
him shall never perish John4. 14
He that cometh to Me
shall never hainger - John6. 35
| My sheep...shall never
' perish - = John 10.27, 28
| If any man keep my say-
! ings he shall never see
{

death John 10. 51 E.A.H.

-SUPERLATIVE JOHN 3. i6.

God loving * the world —shown at

2 The tIGHEST possible price The gift of ** His only begotten Son”—for

3 The LARGEST possible number

4 The DARKEST possible doom

5 The GREATEST possible blessing -

6 The EASIEST possible terms
7 The BEST possible security -

.

—

That ** whoseever ’—you, me, or any-
y

body else—mxght not suffer

“* Perish "’-~but have
“ Eternal life” on

‘“ Whosoever believeth " —with

God’s Word for it alj
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Dutlines of Scripture Stulles.

DAVID A PATTERN MAN, WISDOM’S TABLE,
(1 Sam. 18.) Furnished Prov. 9. 2
Bread - John 6. 35 to sustain
The accepted man, - - verse 5 } water - Johng. 15 ,, N
The persecuted man, = gy II \ Milk -1 Pet. 2.2 for growth
The wise man,. - . , 14 [{Meat - Heb. 5. 14 for strength
The loved man, - - ., 16 I }S:a[t-{ - 2b Kolfn\:z- 21 né) ensl:ret death
The humble man, - -, 18 | Wl:iunle " Isa. ;;213 joy <t
The valiant man, - -, 27 | Hat, O friends{ drink, yca drink
The precious man, =  -(mar.) 30 / abundantly, Obeloved (S.0fS. 5. 1).
) A. L. R, 8.

—-—KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

To bring men to a knowledge of God in Christ is the chief end of the
Gospel, as it is the highest of all possible attainments. Acquaintance
with God leads to:

1. Self-loathing, - - - - - - - - - Job 4z, 5,6
2. Peace of conscience, - - - - - - - - Job 22, 21
3. Rest of heart, - - - - - - - - - Psalm 7. 10
4. Strength and success in battle, - - - - - - Dan. 11. 32
5. Eternal life, - - - - - - - - - - John 17. 3
6. There may be a growth in the knowledge of Him, - - Col. 1. 10
7. To know Him better must be our chief aim, - - - Phil. 3. 10
8. Only in Christ can He be fully known, - - «  -Matt. 11, 27
. J.N.C
SOWING. THREE BRIEF BUT SOLEMN
Whattosow: Preciousseed, Ps. 126.6
The Word, Mark 4. 14 QUESTIONS.
How to sow: In tears, Psalm 126. 5
Weepeth, ,, 126.6 X put by God to the
Whereto sow : Besidea/ll sinner: * WHY will
waters, - - - Isa. 32, 20 TPy _
Whentosow: Inthemorning Ec.11.6 ye die? N Bz. 33. 11
Intheevening . :
Hindrance: He that ob- ’ z. Put by Fesus to His
serveth the wind, - Ec. 11. 4 Father : “WHY hast
Encouragements: Reap -
injoy; Comerejoic- Thou forsaken
ing; bringing “Me?” - - -Matt. 23,46
sheaves, - - - Ps.126.5,6
In due season...reap ‘ Put by the Lord to
if we faintnot, - Gal 6.9 R «
And he that reapeth recesveth wages, His servants :“WHY
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, stand ye here all
that both he that sowe#% and he that . "
reapeth tuay rejoice together (John the day idle? - Matt. 20, 6
4. 36) J W w, J.S. A,

MERCY AND TRUTH.
Mercy and truth are met together (Ps. 85. 10) - - - At the Cross.

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged (Prov. 16. 6)

He purged our sins (Heb, t, 3).
Mercy and truth preserve the king (Prov. 20. 28)

Preserve God's righteous character.
Mercy and truth go before Thy face (Ps. 89. 14) For the saving of the sinner.
Mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good (Prov. 14. 22)

The enjoyment of mercy and truth.
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Brief Records of Men of God.

“1 musT work the works of Him that sent Me while it is day :
THE NIGHT COMETH, WHEN NO MAN CAN WORK” (John g. 4).

“So an ENTRANCE shall be ministered unto you ABUNDANTLY
into the everlasting kingdom”’ (2 -Peter 1. 11).

“They loved not their lives unto the death” (Rev. r2. 11).

WILLIAM E. GAMMON.
CarLEp HomEe ¥roM Luanza, CENTRAL AFrica, 3rD FEBrUARY, 1898.

Almost his last words were, * Counted worthy.”
D



WILLIAM E. GAMMON.

, ILLIAM E. GAMMON went from Devonshire to
Luanza, Central Africa, sailing from Southampton on
oth May, 1896. He was accompanied by H. Pomeroy and
Wm. George, and all of them spent some time at Greenock
previous to their going out, helping to put together the boat
now used on Lake Mweru, and mainly through their efforts
the various pieces of the boat were brought on to the centre of
Africa, and they were able after much labour to put them
together and see it afloat.

He devoted himself unsparingly to the work of the Gospel
at Luanza, and was a great cheer and comfort to his fellow-
abourers there. Latterly his health seemed to give way through
the climate, but the cause of his death was apparently a shock
from a flash of lightning. His illness lasted seventeen days,
and he passed away on 3rd February, 1898, at the early age of
27 years.

When at school his whole attention was taken up with boat-
ing, swimming, and pleasures of this life, but through the visit
of Mr. F. B. Meyer to Cambridge when he was there, he was
brought to the Lord and his whole life was changed. A post-
card from him from Central Africa shows this very clearly. He
writes: “ It was a great joy to me as the men gathered round
me to hear the story of Calvary. How well they listened !
May the good old Gospel now get a chance before the long,
dark night sets in on this poor world. Pray for us, brethren,
pray for us. We need your prayers ; the battle is a hard one
here, but a// prayer brings down a// power. Send help! send
help! The needs are overwhelming ; the labourers are few;
a short life out here, but a gloriously happy one!”

How short his life was to be, he did not realise, but evidently
he was ready for even death, for he writes, after having visited
the grave of Mr. T. W. Dykes: ‘“We thanked God for the bright
testimony he had left behind at Chinde, and a silent one here
also in this lone spot, of his love and devotion to Christ. I
think eack of us is willing,-if God sees fit, to lie like this dear
fellow as a stepping-stone for others on Afric’s soil.”

Some of his last words, written home by Mr. Dan. Crawford,
are very touching. He says: “ Oh, think of those great har-
bour bars swung open for me and ‘my little boat’ again !”
After being made snug for the night he said: * What a nice
little bay for the night ! T’ll sail in in the morning. Oh, we've
been happy—no jar, no jar! Let us boast of His love.”
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William E., Gammon,

He sent a farewell message to his family as follows: * Still
keep up the old interest in Africa for my sake, and never be
daunted either to come or help out, because of my leaving the
field so quickly. I thank the Lord for any little testimony He
has led me to bear for Him in this dark, lone land. I wish all
good-bye.”

In hlS last letter home, written at the beginning of his last
year, he says: “ 1898 has started! My earnest wish and prayer
for you all is, May Christ be the true portion of each one, and
may we be found living for Eternity. When I think of the
past, and how much more in earnest I should have been for
God in the old country, and how far more zealous here, oh!
why is there not more fruit? Why are not souls saved in
Africa as wellas in China? May God send us alittle of China’s
persecution, if it will bring about a China’s blessing! . . . . .
Thus I entered on 1898 with sterner resolves and more earnest
prayer that I might be more fully consecrated to Him and His
blessed service.”

We close with the following verses from the memorial ‘poem
by Miss M. M. Davis, of Leominster :

‘* Yet another voice is silent *
By Lake Mweru’s sunny shore ;
Afric’s sons will hear of Jesus
From our brother’s lips no more.

** He had hoped to tell the message
Far and wide to Afric’s race;
Others now must spread the tidings—
Who will fill the vacant place?

‘¢ Hear his message, ‘ God has called me
To His-home, but, oh ! I pray,
Let not this discourage any.
Brethren, forward ! press this way?!”’ T. M'L.

RECOGNISING THE LOST IDEAL.

T is one of the foundation theories of the Broad Church
school of theology that ‘man is not utterly corrupt—that

there is so much of natural good about him that you only need
to fan that spark of good in order to make it blaze up heaven-
ward and God-ward. In other words, it is contended that man
has within him by nature the germ of Christianity, and all that
is required is to develop the germ, and the Christian will be
evolved. Scripture gives no warrant for such an idea ; but that
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Recognising the Lost Ideal.

is of no moment to the preachers of popular theology. They
speak and write with the calm assurance of men who are per-
suaded they have the true doctrine. They set forth their views .
with wonderful plausibility ; and seeing that these are flattering
to the Adam nature, it is not surprising that the Adam nature
is greatly pleased with the Broad Church thecries.

We have just been glancing over some of the utterances of a
leader in the ways of modern theology. He is wanting to prove
that there is something in man that responds to the voice from
above, and instinctively recognises that which is of God. But
even this Broad Churchman seems to have his difficulties, He
says, “Between the spirit of man and that infinite world of
moral beauty and harmony which revelation discloses, there is
a correspondence so deep and real that the inner eye and ear,
if undiseased, discern at once in divine things their own best
witness and authority.” No doubt of it. Jf undiseased, the
inner eye and ear will at once recognise the beauty and the
harmony of revelation ; but the insertion of the two qualifying
words, “if undiseased,” is an admission which is fatal to the
Broad Church theory. The inner eye and ear of man are
diseased—so hopelessly and incurably diseased that nothing
less than a ‘““new creation” is needed to set things right.
“Sold under sin” is the verdict of Scripture concerning man.
Yea; man by nature is spoken of as ““dead in trespasses and
sins "—*having no hope, and without God in the world.”

The modern school of religious thought would have us believe
that when “the true ideal of humanity ” is presented to man in
the Scriptures, there is that within him which is capable of
recognising it as his own. This may sound very poetical and
beautiful, but what saith the Scriptures? When we turn to the
sacred page we find it plainly stated that *‘the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are
foolishness uato him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2. 14). This is an entirely
different thing from at once recognising “the lost ideal.”
Fallen man will not be helped and saved by flattering him con-
cerning his power to recognise that which comes from above.
He must be shown his utter depravity, and that it is only
through identification with Christ in death and resurrection
that true deliverance can come.

The Broad Church advocate then goes on to make this re-
markable statement: ‘ Confront the fallen moral intelligence
with its own perfect type, and in the instinctive shame and
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Recognising the Lost Ideal.

humiliation that would arise within it, as a spectacle of a glory
it had lost, a native nobleness from which it had degenerated,
there would be elicited an mvoluntary recognition of the truth-
fulness of the portraiture.”

We have here the assertion boldly made that fallen man, if
confronted with the Perfect Man, would at once recognise Him,
and be abased in shame and humiliation at the sight. Now,
it so happens that fallen man Zas been confronted with the
perfect type. The Perfect, Spotless One—the true Ideal—has
appeared. What happened? Did fallen man recognise “the
lost ideal,” and bow in shame and humiliation before Him?
Nay, verily. *The light shineth in darkness ; and the darkness
comprehended it not.” Instead of recognising the Perfect One
and being humbled, man rejected Him, accused Him of being
in league with the devil, and cut Him off out of the land of the
living. What ,withering contempt this throws on the idle
theorisings of popular religion! The apostles of the “ Broad”
school have thrown down the gauntlet, saying, *“ Confront fallen
man with the Perfect Type, and there will be recognition and
humiliation.” But we all know that when the Perfect Type
appeared there was neither recognition ner humiliation. There
was rejection and crucifixion. They denied the Holy One and
the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto them, and
killed the Prince of Life!

We are here reminded of a young preacher who extolled
virtue, saying, “O, Virtue! if thou wert incarnate, all men
would love thee.” He was followed in the afternoon by an
aged minister, who said, ‘O, Virtue! Thou wert incarnate.
Did all men love Thee? No; they provided Thee with a
Cross and a grave.”

The Broad school need not try to get over the greatest fact
in human history—the rejection and crucifixion of the Son ot
God. Neither need they attempt to explain away the clear
teachings of Scripture concerning the ruin of man. Their
speculations will not stand the light of that Word which is for
ever settled in heaven. We have taken the pains to point out
a few of these speculations merely to show how completely un-
supported they are by the Scriptures of truth and the facts of
history. W. S.

THE instinct of a new-born soul is truer to God and to truth
than the misguided thoughts of many who are more
advanced in years,
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LIFE AND TIMES OF THOMAS NEWBERRY.
PAPER II.

HIS reminds us of a remarkable rREvivaL which took place

in the British Isles early in the last century, and with which

Mr. Newberry was associated, when the Spirit of God led many

erinent Christians to search the Holy Scriptures in relation

to their ecclesiastical associations both in the hstabhshed and
Nonconformist Churches,

The conviction was forced upon many of their souls that
much of the teaching was not in harmony with the Word of
God; that many of the customs were based upon expediency
rather than conformity to “the law and the testimony;” that
principles and practices (which were plainly recorded in the
Epistle to the Corinthians and other Scriptures, as CHARACTER-
1STIC OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD AS FOUNDED BY THE APOSTLES,
after the divine pattern given to Paul, “the wise master-builder”)
were not being observed, although 1 Cor. 1. 1, 2 said they were
binding upon “all that in every place call upon the Name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

So that great searchings of heart took plate about the years
1828- 1830 leading godly men to act as those did in Malachi’s
day : “Speak often one to another ; and the Lord hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before
Him, for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon
‘His Name.”

Events of deepest interest resulted from these meetings, for
as the conclusion was forced upon their souls that they were
not able to preach, teach, and practice all they found written
in God’s Word, and as they were in associations where parts of
that Word were violated and ignored, they must separate from
such surroundings (as taught in 2 Cor. 6. 14-18, Rev. 18. 4,
Isa. 1. 16,and Jer. 15. 1g), and occupy a position where it was
possible for them to “ keep the ordinances of the Lord as they
were delivered” (1 Cor. 11. 2), and to conform to all things THEY
FOUND WRITTEN IN THE Law oF THE Lorbp, and where they
could exercise those gifts which were betowed upon them by
the Lord Jesus Christ for the mutual edification of fellow-saints
(see Eph. 4. 11-17, 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11, Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12. 14,
&ec.), without human appointment, sanction, or restrictions.

Reference has often been made to a similar REVIVAL of obed-
ience to the Scriptures found in the bock of Nehemiah chap. 8 8,
where * Ezra read the book of the law in the sight of all the
people, who bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with

. their faces to the ground.” Then it says that “ THEY FOUND
WRITTEN IN THE LAW WHICH THE LORD HAD COMMANDED
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Life and Times of Thomas Newberry.

BY MosEs, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths
in the feast {of TABERNACLES] in the seventh month.” -

The solemn fact was then recognised amongst them, that

‘since the days of Joshua, the son of Nun, unto that day, had
not the children of Israel done so.’

The great principle herein set forth that “OBEDIENCE is
better than sacfifice” (1 Sam. 15. 22), was brought home to
the children of Israel in Ezra’s day, as it was in those days in
the last century, when God-fearing men such as the late
Thos, Newberry, J. N. Darby, C. H. Mackintosh, J. Deck, A. N.
Groves, J. Stancombe, Lord Congleton, J. G. Bellett, H. W.
Soltau, H. Heath, W. Lincoln, H. Dyer, H. Groves, Dr. Neatby,
W. Yapp, G. Miiller, R. Chapman, and many others went forth
tothe Name of the Lord Jesus, and took their places *‘outside the
camp, bearing His reproach.” Someof them resignedtheirlivings
as clergymen in the Church of England that they might meet
as Christians, owning one Master, even Christ, and that all who
confessed Him as their Redeemer and Lord, and evidenced
that they were His pisciPLES by conformity to His teaching
(see John 8. 31, Acts 9. 15-26, and 1 Cor 14. 37), were their
brethren, with whom they rejoiced to havé fellowship as mem-
bers of the same Body, the Church.

Amongst the RECOVERED TRUTHS for which we have to
thank God as having been rescued from ‘ the tradition of the
fathers,” through their instrumentality, we may mention the
following : * THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT,” as set forth in Ephe-
sians 4, even the mystery revealed, that converted Jews and
Gentiles are all “ by one’ Spirit baptised into oNE Boby,” of
which Christ is the Heap, and all His redeemed people are
members of this Church.

Further, that it is in the purpose of God that the present
fellowship of His people in local assemblies or churches should
be an expression of that uNiTY which He has formed by this
communion of sainls.

The former aspect of the Church relating to the position of
PRIVILEGE which all believers occupy before Go1 upon the
ground of Sovereign grace, ‘‘as accepted in the Beloved,” i
principally the subject of Ephes. 1, 2, and 3, whereas the latter,
dealing with RESPONSIBILITY, in obedience to the teaching of
the Word of God, and conforming to the Divine pattern for
the constitution and government of local assemblies, is set
forth in the Epistle to the Corinthians, which declares * THE
ORDER OF GoD’s HOUSE,” its ministry, rule, and ordinances.
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Life and Times of Thomas Newberry.

Throughout Christendom a very common idea prevails, viz,,
that sinners should get to Christ through the Church, instead
of getting to the Church through regeneration by the Spirit
and faith, accepting Christ as Saviour and Lord, whereupon He
adds saved ones to His Church, and fellow-saints unitedly wel-
come such to their communion, upon being satisfied as to con-
version and discipleship. '

Formerly, and even now to a large extent, unconverted per-
sons were allowed to partake of the Lord’s Supper, regarding
it as “a means of grace,” but such a mixture of saved and
unsaved in worship and service was seen to be unscriptural,
and, the Word of God was respected, which taught that this
was ““‘a communion of saints,” who ** were washed, sanctified, and
justified ” (see 1 Cor. 1. zand g; 6. 11; 14. 33; 10. 16, 17),
and as “light cannot have fellowship with darkness,” brethren
were compelled to separate from associations where such things
existed.

[As these papers in their complete form, will be of deepest interest to our
readers, and suvitable for circulation amongst Chrictian friends, we advise
eatly orders for the M¥MO RS OF THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE LATE THOMAS
NEWBERRY. 7s. per 100, or 1s. per dozen, post free.]

THE BIBLE DIAL;

OR, ONCE ROUND THE CLOCK,
By WALTER E WiLLy, Author of “The Potter and his Lessons

HE accompanying skefch is designed with the view of
illustrating, in a simple manner, some of the principal
events of Scripture. As God’s dealings with the earth com-
menced and will end with Time, the dial appropriately serves
our purpose. The reader will notice first the quartet-hour
divisions :
From the CrREATION to the FLoob.
From the FrLoob to the Cross.
From the Cross to the CoMING.
From the Coming to the Enp oF TIME,

Opening our Bible at Genesis 1, we find that the first great
truth dealt with is Creation (Gen. 1. 1). After the state of
chaos descrited in verse 2, and the subsequent six days’ work
of God, we have man in a state of Znnocence. This brief period
is succeeded by the Fall and entry of Siz.  Expelled from Eden
(Gen. 3. 24). man is left to bimself, with the result that he
corrupts his way on the earth, and God destroys all flesh, with
the exception of Noah and his family, and the first guarter of
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NO- MORE TIME.

TheSpiril.

the hour of Time booms out, as it were, over the lonely waters
of the Flood (Gen. 6. 21). We next bhave the call of Abra-
ham and the history of his descendants, Isaac and Jacob, from
whom spring a mighty tcompany who, after being delivered from
the bondage of Egypt, are brought through the Red Sea into
the wilderness, where we have the giving of z4e¢ Law, which
the people break before they officially receive it (Exodus 32).
“Then follows a long period, during which we have Israel's sad
history in the wilderness, in the land under judges, kings, and
prophets, the captivity, and restoration of a remnant—a story
-of God’s faithfulness abounding over mun’s sin. closing with
the rejection of the Christ of God, and the Aalf-lour chimes
-over the Cross of Calvary. We next find the Spirit of God
-descending as the in-dwelling Person at Pentecost (Acts 2).
He is now gathering out from Jew and Gentile a people for
«Christ—tke Church—of which every soul trusting to the finished
‘work of Christ, and thus loosed from sins by His blood, is a
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member. The true attitude of the believer now is to wait for
the Lord from heaven. When the last member shall be added
He shall come according to His promise (John 14. 3; Rev.
22. 20), and the #kird guarter will strike. It may be asked,
Can we definitely say w/en the Lord will come? We answer
emphatically, No! But we have placed the hands on our dial
as nearing the third quarfer. . All around we have indications
(although we would not look for times and seasons) that the
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. The state of the world and
the Church, the turning of the Jews towards Palestine, with
many other matters, all show to an exercised heart the near
approach of the fulfilment of the Lord’s promise (Rev. 22. zo).
When the Church has gone, Zs7ae/, now set aside, wi'l be taken
up again. The Jew will return to his land, antichrist will be
revealed, and after a time of unparalleled tribulation the one
Lord will come forth to scatter the enemics and set up His.
kingdom. The glorious prophecies will be fulfilled, He will
reign over the earth, Israel will be the head of the nations, and
the millennium will run its course (Rev. 19). Then comes
Satan’s little season, the last battle, the last-defeat of the devil
and his hosts, and the hour strikes, and Time will be no moret
We would recommend the young believer to diligently search the
Scriptures to verify these statements, as in the limited space at.
our disposal we have been unable to give more than a mere
sketch of God’s ways and dealings as given in His Word in
relation to Time.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay Scuoors, BiBLe CrasseEs, aND HoME REaDING.
After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced Teachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in presenting
the Gospel of the Grace of God before the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take up

‘““THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,”

a selection ot Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central ﬁgu:e as the
subject tor ' THE GOSPEL sCHBME OF LESsONs.” Copies of the scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same.

1otk March. —THE ANOQINTED MESSENGER (Luke 4.16-30). Learn
Isaiah 61. 1—*‘ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because the
Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He
hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.”
The place, the purpose, the period —Isaiah’s prediction appropriated—
Present blessing proclaimed—-All need met —Jubilee foreshadowing fulfilled.
\ A TE were occupied in our last lesson with the Lord Jesus dealing with
an individual at Sychar’s ancient well, where a women in a!l her
need and guilt received God's gift with thankful and joyful heart. We
are now to see Jesus in the centre of a synagogue, a religious place, among-
a religious people, not received, but rejected and cast out.
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE PLACE AND OCCASION. In Nazareth, ‘‘the place where He
had been brought up,”and in the synagogue there, where, **as His custom
was,” He had often been seen. There among ¢ His own people” was
Jesus found on the Sabbath day. They had met to worship God and
read the Scriptures, and the Person of whom these Scriptures spoke was
with them and they knew Him not.

THE CLAIMS JESUS MADE. ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me;” “this day is this Scripture fulfilled.” "As He sat there in their
midst He announced Himself the Anointed, the One of whom Isaiah
wrote (Isa. 61). Had those who were present believed Him and under-
stood the import of His wurds what a meeting that would have been !

THE MESSAGE JESUS BROUGHT-—-Gospel for the poor, in
the supply of all their need, meeting of all their debt, enriched through
His poverty (2 Cor. 8. g). Healing for the broken-hearted - A broken and
contrite heart (because of sin) God will not despise (Psalm 51. 17);
specially for these Jesus is looking, and such He heals. Deliverance for
the captives—This He proclaims; the Gospel tells of Satan vanquished
and liberty purchased ; the one who hears and believes passes from the
power of Satan (Acts 26. 18) unto God; is free from sin and death (Rom.
8.2). Sight for the blind—* Out of darkness into His marvellous light”
(1 Peter 2. 9), ‘‘that they that see not might see” (John 9. 39). Liberty
for the brunised—the crushed, marred, wounded, debased sons of men are by
Jesus set free, their wounds bound up, their diseases healed (Psa. 103. 3).

THE YEAR OF JUBILEE. ‘ The acceptable year of the Lord,” the
time when all these blessings can be obtained. As in Jewish calendar
the fiftieth year was a year famed for its release of bondsman and
property into liberty and rest, so this present time and ‘ now” is God’s
acceptable year and day (2 Cor. 6. 2). Atonement i} finished (Lev. 25. 9),
and the Gospel jubilee trumpet is sounding to every creature.

17¢th March.—~A SABBATH AT CAPERNAUM (Mark 1. 21-34). Learn
Isaiah 33. 4, 5—* Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows : yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him ; and with His stripes we are healed.”
Nazareth’s prediction realised—Definite and authoritative teaching—An
evil spirit roused—The Holv One’s power over evil—His power over trouble
. —Amongst the sick at sunset.
LEAVING behind Him the angry citizens of Nazareth, Jesus came to
Capernaum, where on the Sabbath day He entered thesynagogue, “‘as
His custom was,” and taught. Last lesson was a lesson of prophecy ;
this is a lesson of its fulfilment.

THE TEACHER WITH AUTHORITY. Jesus speaks no may-be
speaking; He speaks what He knows (John 3. 11); there is no guess-
work in His doctrine. His manneris * Verily, verily ” (John 5. 24, &c.) ;
not as the Scribes, who gave their teaching second-hand—the product
of the human schools of learning and thought.

THE MAN OF UNCLEAN SPIRIT. This in a synagogue place or
worship, and with Jesus as the preacher! It is likely that the Secribe
preachers had preached to this man, but never roused him. Jesus caused
a stir that day, the man crying out, *“ What have we to do with Thee?”
(Louke 8. 28). This is the spirit of fear, which dreads more than death the
presence of the ‘“ Holy One of God' (Rev. 6. 15). ‘“Let us alone,” said
the unclean spirit; ‘“art Thou come to destroy us?” This is just what
Jesus came to do (1 Jno. 3. 8; Rev. 20. 10).
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE TEACHER WITH POWER. At the rebuke of Jesus the evil
spirit was at once ¢jected ; by the simple spoken word, no force, no charms,
medicine, or means other than His voice. His voice commands stormy
deep (Luke 8. 24), the raging demons, and the entombed dead (John
11.43). 'The same voice of Jesus is the Shepherd’s voice to all who have
heard His quickening Word ( John 1o0. 3).

THE ASTONISHED PEOPLE. * They were all amazed —they
said, ¢ What is this? a new teaching!” It was indeed the new era of
the power of Christ begun on earth—the Saviour at work with the finger
of God (Luke r11. 20).

TROUBLE IN THE HOUSE. In the synagogue and in the private
dwelling, everywhere and all the time, Jesus came into touch with human
need. Simon’s wife’s mother was ill of a ‘‘ great ” fever (Luke 4. 38); at
His touch the fever ““left” her immediately. Note that the cure was not
progressive any more than that of the man with the unclean spirit—she
“ministered ” to them directly after she was cured.

THE SCENE AT SUNSET. Scruples about Sabbath-keeping pre-
vented the people bringing their sick during the day—S8abbath was now
past and evening come; Jesus did not refuse them though they came
late—they came to Him, He healed the needy ones in His great love and
power. What an interesting scene at that house door. the whole city
drawn thither—the joy of the recovered ones and their friends—and the
interesting figure of the great Physician moving.amongst them as the
light faded on that Sabbath evening. ‘The same is seen in times of
blessing in Gospel work when needy sinners gather round the preached
Word and come into touch with Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit and
are saved (Acts 8. 8).

24tk March.—A SICK SINNER HEALED (Mark 2. 1-12). ZLearn Psalm
103. 2-4—** Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits :
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies.

Jesus the attraction—Crowded out--The Word for the people—The man
who could not come to Jesus—The four friends who heiped the helpless —Their
greatest virtue - Their reward— The critics silenced.

‘ N TE are now to see another specimen of the Saviour’s healing power
exercised in the face of hostile feeling on the part of certain scribes.

THE CROWDED HOUSE. Jesus, the sinner’'s Friend, when pre-
sent is powerful to attract (Luke 15. 1; John 12. 32). Recall His healing
work and powerful word of the preceding lesson, and it will be easily
understood that it had only to be known that Jesus was in the house to
make that place crowded to the very door.

THE PREACHER AGAIN AT WORK. ‘ He preached the Word
to them.” Truly He was instant in season and out of season (2 Tim. 4. 4),
opening out of His treasure things old and new (Matt. 13. 52), like a well-
instructedscribe.

FOUR MEN WITH A BURDEN. Whileothers might be hearers,
and rightly so, those were better, being doers as well (James 1. 22, 25).
Their burden was a poor neighbour, paralysed and without strength
(Rom. 5. 6), unable to come to Jesus himself. How much help the soul
needs to be brought to Jesus! Philip helped the eunuch (Acts 8); Andrew
helped Simon, his brother (john 1); Philip helped Nathanael, &e.
mother's prayers, a brother’s words, a teacher’s lessons, are some of the
Helps in that way.
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A NEW WAY OUT OF A DIFFICULTY. The crowd effectually
barred the approach to Jesus, These four men with the burden of one
needy soul were determined as well as ingenious, and so, if the door
could not be forced, the roof must be. Every lawful means.should be
used to bring souls to Christ (1 Cor. g. 20-23).

THE ROOT OF THE MEN’'S ACTION. "“Jesus saw their faith.”
There were kindness, patience, courage, ingenuity, and originality in their
deed, but it was their faith at the base of it all that Jesus saw and valued
(Heb. 11. 6). This is the essential, unfailing, and prevailing virtue
(Matt. 17. 20).

THE FRUIT OF THEIR ACTION. The man received the ‘ for-
giveness ” of his sins. Sin is the cause of disease and death—gives Satan
a power over sinners; forgiveness of sins includes the removal of the
penalty.

WHAT THE CRITICS THOUGHT. This was as blasphemy to
them—Jesus taking God’'s prerogative, and forgiving sins. The answer
was simple, the demonstration complete; the proof was the man before
them all walking (Acts 4. 10). Note that Jesus here uses the title *“ Son
of Man ”"—His Kinsman-Redeemer title as man’s Friend and Saviour.

315t March—THE PASSOVER FEAST (Ex. 12, 1-14). Learn1 Cor.5.7

“ Purge out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as

ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.”

A night of danger and doom —The Divine way of escape—New days with

new life—The lamb selected - The lamb slain—The door sprinkted—The table
spread—Safety, certainty, enjoyment.

’I‘HE story of the Passover night—its lamb, bloodsshedding and sprink-

ling, the doom of the Egyptians and the deliverance of the op-

pressed slave nation—is rich in teaching of redemption through the blood

of the Lamb of God.

THE APPOINTMENT OF GOD. “The Lord spake”—it was
God’s plan and way; Moses and Aaron only received and carried out His
mind.” Redemption is all of heavenly origin and design. Paul said: “I
received . . . that which also I delivered” (1 Cor. 11. 23).

THE BEGINNING OF LIFE. Life begins at the Cross. As the
nation dated their birth from the exodus, the believer counts his days
from the new-birth day. Previous to that he was dead (Eph. 2. 1).

THE SELECTED LAMB. ‘ Every man a lamb;” that is a lamb
for every man. ALIL having a portion in the value and virtues of the
Tamb slain, (though many, they are spoken of as one lamb). Note the
force of the word *“ take,’” equal to ¢ receive ” (John 1. 12 ; Rev. 22. 17).

THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE LAMB. ‘Without blemish”—a
particular characteristic of Jesus much witnessed to by the Father-God
(Matt. 3. 17); by demons (Mark 1.24); by evil men—Judas and Pilate
{Matt. 27. 4, 24); by apostles (1 Peter 1. 18; 2. 21). Jesus was holy, harm-
less, undefiled, and separate from sinners (Heb. 7. 26).

THE SLAIN LAMB. ‘Without shedding of blood there is no
remission ”’ (Heb. 10. 22). The * whole assembly” were concerned in the
killing of the lamb, and they were to ‘‘ take” the blood and sprinkle it
on the side post and upper door post. A solemn, d-liberate action—see
the lamb die, sprinkle the doorway, enter in by the blood-sprinkled way.

THE TABLE IN THE HOUSE. The body of the Lamb, which had
notonly been slain, but roasted with fire—the fire of fierce judgment—was
on the table with unleavened bread and bitter herbs—typical food of the
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redeemed ; bread of sincerity (1 Cor. 5. 8); bitter herbs of soul exercise
and humbling Egypt memories (r Cor. 11. 28; Eph, 2. 11); and a whole
Christ—head, legs, and purtenance.

Thus God planned and instructed the way of redemption by blood ;
made secure and satisfied all who would take the Lamb, take the blood,
and take the food —His part to pass over all who are thus found.

7th April.—AT THE PUBLICAN’'S FEAST (Mark 2. 13-22). Learn
1 Tim. 1. 15— 'This isa faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chiet.”

Called from business—Daspised of men, accepted of Jesus —Faith to leave,
faith to follow—Feasting connected with salvation —Bringing Jesus and
friends together—The doctor and the sick —Feasting and fasting.

’I‘HE lesson for to-day covers the call of a man in business from that

business to a higher and better work, his using of his substance
and house as a means of bringing his friends into contact with Jesus. the
thoughts of men about separation from sinners, and the liberty of saints.

THE MAN OF BUSINESS CALLED. Ievi, also named Matthew,
son of Alpheus, was a tax-collector, and sat in the toll-booth at his work
in the city of Capernaum. All the odium of his trade was upon him, yet
Jesus called him to His company. Levi must have heard much and seen
much of Jesus during the time of the Saviour’s stay in that city, and was
doubtless ripe for the call he received. In Matthew’s call we see verified
the teaching that God chooses the base and despised to effect His
purposes (1 Cor. I. 26). .

THE FAITH OF MATTHEW. ¢ He left all,” and followed (Luke
5. 28). Like Abraham, he ventured into a new line of things, to become
a sharer with the homeless Man (Luke g. 58).

MATTHEW’S FEAST—ITS CAUSE AND INTENTION. TILuke
calls it a ¢ great supper,” like Bethany supper (John 12. 2), in honour of
his Master and Friend ; an open confession of his discipleship, a joyous
declaration of his promotion. The intention, that others, his friends—
business and social friends—might share the benefits of Jesus’ company.
Matthew did not forget his publican friends, and invite only Pharisees
and a select religious and respectable circle.

AROUT CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. “Whydo Thy disciples fast not?”’
The natural thought of the human heart is that there is merit in self-im.-
posed penance. ‘‘I fast twice a week,” said the proud Phatisee (Luke
18. 12). The reply of Jesus is very happy: ‘‘ The children of the bride-
chamber,” having the bridegroom, cannot be anything but full of joy.
When He, the Bridegroom, is ‘ taken.” they will have their sorrow. His
sorrow and theirs are here indicated (John 16. 22).

SITTING WITH AND EATING WITH JESUS. This astonished
the Scribes and the Pharisees. They expected a Teacher cf purity to
company only with those who pretended to be pure (Luke 7. 39). They
asked about this : the answer was simple and lucid—* Because they need
Me, as a sick person needs a physician.” Lovely truth; our sickness in
sin unto death drew Him down, down to company with, save, and cure.
The great Physician urderstands the patient, the disease, the cause of
the disease, the need of the cure, is able to cure, makes no mistakes, and
makes no charges.

THE NEW CLOTH AND THE NEW WINE. Not to patch the
old Moses garment, nor to fill old wine skins did Jesus come. “ A new
creature ; old things passed away ”” (2 Cor. 5. 17) is the true Gospel way.
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

THREEFOLD. CONFIDENCE in 1 JOHN. THREE ASPECTS OF “‘LOVE.”
Confidence of love in action 3. 21 A GOSPEL MESSAGE-
Confidence of faith in exercise 5.14 | Commended love - - Rom. 5.8
<Confidenceofabidingin Christ Manilested love - -1 John4.9

at His coming 2.28 J.E.B. Rejected love 2 Thes. 2. 10 HyP.

“THROUGH HIM ARE ALL THINGS” {Rom. 11. 36).
‘We have prace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ - - Rom. 5. 1
We have received the aronement through our Lord Jesus Christ Rom. 5. 11
‘We joy ## God through our Lord Jesus Christ - - - Rom. 5. 11
‘We have eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ - - - Rom. 6. 23
‘We have the wictory over death through our Lord Jesus Christ 1 Cor- IS. 57
“To GOD BE GLORY through our Lord Jesus Christ ~ Rom. 16, 27 E.A.H.

THE CHILD OF GOD:
HIS PLACE, POSITION, AND PROSPECTS.

BY NATURE HE WAS HAVING RECEIVED CHRIST HE IS
A child of wrath - - Eph.2.3 Born of God - John . 12, I3
A child of God - - Gal. 3.26

A child of disobedience  Col. 3. 6 An heir of God - - (Gal.4. 7

A child of the devil - John 8. 44 ! Joint-heir with Christ Rom. 8.16,17
Hence he belongs to the family of God, and by the Spirit calls
God ** Father’; he is one of the ‘“many sons’ who are
being brought unto glory ; and as such are associated with Heb. 2. 10
Christ risen and glorified, who is the ‘“first-born among
many brethren” - - - - - ~ - - Rom. 8. 29
Relng of ane (axmily we axe drethren.
As anointed 'ones we are Christians.
As sanctified ones we are saznts.
As learners and followers we are disciples.

HIS PLACE Of the heavenly calling Heb. 3. 1

Of security is in Christ - Rom. 8. 1 | Of His holiness - I1eb. 12. IO

Of blessing is at His feet Of His sufferings - I Pet. 4.13
Deut. 33. 3; Luke 10. 38-42 HIS PROSPECTS.

-Of power— to bear fruit John 15. 4 | To be with Christ - Ppil. 1. 23

‘Of responsibility—to witness To see Him as Heis 1 Jobn 3. 2, 3

Acts 1. 8 | To be like Him - Phil. 3. 20, 21

: To be **caught up” 1 Thes. 4. 13-18

HIS PORTION: PARTAKER To share Hisglory - Col. 3.4
Of the Divine nature - 2 Pet. 1. 4 | To inherit all things - Rev. 21. 7
<Of the grace of God Phil.1.7,mar. | To reign with Him  Rev, 5. 9, IO
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent
that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot and blameless

(2 Peter 3. 14). T.D. W. M.
SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD. THREE POINTS IN EZRA’'S
Four times mentioned in Revelation, PREACHING.

1 Ingreeting the churches, Rev.1.4 | 1'They read in the book of
2 In Christ’s possession, Rev. 3. 1 the law of God, .
3 Before the throne, - Rev. 4.5 | 2 Gave the sense,
4 Sent forth into all the 3 Caused them tounderstand

earth, - - Rev. 5.6 T.B. the reading, Neh. 8. 8§ E.AH.
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A CONTRAST
BETWEEN THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE MARK OF BEAST AND THOSE WHO DON'T.

. THOSE WHO RECEIVE, THOSE WHO REFUSE.
1. They shall drink of 1. They shall be boy-
the wine of - the cotted - - - -Rev.13.17
wrath of God - - Rev.14. 10 2. They shall get the
2. They have no rest victory over the
day nor night - - Rev. 14.11 beast - - - - Rev. 15 2
3. Anoisomeand griev- 3. They shall live and
ous sore falls upon reign with Christ a
them - « - -TRev. 16. 2 thousand years - Rev. 20. 4

THE DIVINE HELPER. T.B.

¢ The Lord is my helper"’ (Ileb. 13. 6).
Past Helper. ¢ Thou hast been my Help ™ (Psalm 63 7).

2. Present Helper. ** A very present Help in trouble” (Psalm 46. 1)

3. Powerful Helper. ‘I have laid %e/p upon One that is mighty'
(Psalm 89. 19).

4. Protecting Helper. * The Lord God will %e/p me" (Isaiah g0. 7. 9)-

5. Precious Helper. *‘I will ze/p thee” (Isaiah 41. Io, 13, 14).

6. Providing Helper. * The Helper of the Fatherless” (Psalm 10. 14).

7. Perpetual Helper. ¢ The God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the
heaven in thy Ze/p” (Deut. 33. 26). F.E. M.

BAPTISM.
Our Lord’s command, Matt. 28. 19 | Qualification for, - Acts 8. 36, 37
Qur Lord’s example, - Matt. 3. 13 { Modeof, - - - - Acts §. 38, 39

Our Lord’s testimony, Matt. 3. 15 | Doctrine, - - « - Rom. 6. 1-13
Divine approval, - - Matt. 3. 17.
Does the baptism of the Spirit make water baptism unnecessary? No.

Acts 10. 47.
Should a person who has been sprinkled when an infant be baptised
when he is saved? Yes. Acts 19. 3, 4, 5. J. N.

DIVISION OF PSALM 23.

The Lord is my Shepherd, - - - - - - Possession.
1 shall not want. - - - - - - - - Provision.
e maketh me to /ze down in green pqstures. - - - Positjon.
He leadeth me beside s¢2// warers. - - . - Pasturage.
Ile restoreth my soud, - - - - - -« - Personal.
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness. - - - Progress.
For His name's sake. - - Purpose.
Yea, though [ walk through the valley of the shadow of death, Parting

I will fear no evil, - - - - - Peace.

Yor 7 hou art wzt/z me, - - - - - Protection.
Thy rod and Thy sfaff they comfort me; - - - - Dilgrimage.
Thou preparest a table for me - - - . - - Participation..
In the presence of my enemies; - - - - - - Presepce.
Thou anointest my head with oil - - . - - Prepatation,
My cup runneth over. - - - - Plenty.
Surely goodnesy g1d mercy shall follow me all the days of ) Persuasion.

my life, - - - -
And I will dwe 211 the house ot the Lord for ever, - - Place. HYyP.



Brief Records of Men of God.

“ Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth :
for I am God, and there is none else ” (Isaiah 4s. 22).
“PreacH tue Gosretr” (Mark 16. 15), “ For I determined

not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2. 2).

CHARILES HADDON SPURGEON,
Tue PrINCE oF GOSPEL PREACHERS.
BorN 1gth June, 1834 Diep 318t January, 1892.
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C. H. SPURGEON.

HARLES HADDON SPURGEON is a name that is
well known and highly respected by Christian people
wherever the English language is spoken. Born on 19th June,
1834, at Kelvedon, Essex, the son of an independent minister,
he was converted at the age of fifteen in a Primitive Methodist
Chapel in Colchester, through 'a discourse delivered by an
illiterate but earnest local preacher.

Shortly after his conversion we find him as an usher in a
school at Newmarket. Whilst at Newmarket, through study
of the Word, he became convinced that infant baptism was
unscriptural ; that believers and believers only were the proper
subjects; and with his parents’ consent he was publicly
baptised in the river Lark, and joined the ¢ Baptist” denomi-
nation. From Newmarket he went to Cambridge as an usher
in a school. Here he began speaking at cottage meetings.
His first address to adults was on the words, ** Unto you that
believe He is precious.” The place of meeting was a thatched
cottage, and his audience was principally composed of farm
labourers and their wives. He spoke with wonderful ease,
freshness, and power, and before the last hymn was sung an
old woman in the audience cried out, ‘“ Bless your dear heart;
how old are you?” He waived the interruption, but at the
close he was again asked his age, and he replied, **I am under
sixty.” “Yes, and under sixteen,” was the rejoinder. “ Never
mind my age,” was his reply, *“mind my theme.”

The ¢ boy preacher ” was soon in great demand, and at the
age of seventeen he is minister of the Waterbeach Baptist
Chapel. Here God richly blessed his labours. His fame by
this time had reached London, and when only twenty we find
him pastor of the New Park Street Baptist Chapel, Southwark.
The congregation had dwindled greatly, but in a short time
the chapel became too small, and Exeter Hall and Surrey Music
Hall were successively used, and even such capacious buildings
were insufficient to contain the crowds that flocked to hear him.

Eventually the Metropolitan Tabernacle was built, with
seating capacity for close on six thousand people. For more
than thirty years he ministered to crowded congregations in
this magnificent building, the result being that multitudes of
Christians were helped, and thousands of souls were hopefully
converted to God. Addressing a church prayer meeting in the
Tabernacle on 26th May, 1890, he said : “ How many thousands
have been converted here! There has not been a single day
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C. H. Spurgeon.

but I have heard of two, three, or four having been here con-
verted, and that not for one, two, or three years, but for the
last ten years !”

When he began his ministry in the Metropolis, the papers
criticised him most severely. A leading London journal
objected to his preaching on the ground that it “appealed to
the coarsest of tastes and degraded the pulpit to a lower level
than the broadest buffoonery of the stage.” In spite of hostile
criticisms and misrepresentations, he continued preaching the
old Gospel in a simple, earnest, interesting, and attractive way,
and the “common people heard him gladly,” and were blessed.
Christ and Him crucified was the central theme of his ministry.
When asked to write in an autograph album, he usually in-
scribed the following lines :

* Ere since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till T die.”

At a meeting in the Tabernacle he said: “ Here, then, 1
stand at the foot of the Cross, and tell out the old, old story,
stale though it may sound to itching ears, and worn threadbare
as critics may deem it. It is of Christ I'love to speak—of
Christ who loved and lived and died; the Substitute for
sinners ; the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God.” Who can tell the numbers that found rest and peace
through his preaching? And how many have been saved
- through his printed sermons that have poured from the press
in booklet form by tens of thousands, appearing in British,
American, and Australian newspapers, translated into numerous
languages, and found in many parts of the globe? We re-
member seeing the report of an address, delivered over twenty-
five years ago in Edinburgh, before the General Assembly of
the Free Church of Scotland, in which he declared that ten
thousand persons, personally known to him, had been brought
to Christ through his instrumentality. And how many were
won through him during the last twenty-five years?

He had no sympathy with the “down-grade” tendencies of
the times, and wrote some striking and severe articles on those
who were seeking to explain away the atonement, the inspira-
tion of the Scriptures, and the eternity of future punishment.
It has been pithily said that “preachers are of two sorts—those
who bring their thoughts to Scripture, and those who evolve
their thoughts from it.” C. H. Spurgeon belonged to the second
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class. “Let others defend Scripture,” he said, “and prove it
to be true; they can-do their work better than I could; mine
is just the mere work of proclaiming., I am the messenger ;
I tell the Lord’s message ; if you don’t like the message, quarrel
with the Bible, not with me.”

Shortly before his death, Mr. Spurgeon severed his connec-
tion with the *Baptist Union.” He saw that he could not
remain in fellowship with those who were sapping and mining
the foundations of the faith.

Speaking of preachers calling themselves “Reverend ” he
writes as follows : “It is at any rate a suspicious circumstance,
that among mankind no class of persons should so commonly
describe themselves by a pretentious title as the professed
ministers of the lowly Jesus. Peter and Paul were ‘right
reverend’ men, but they would have been the last to have
called themselves so. A lad fresh from the college who has
just been placed in the pulpit is called the ‘Reverend Smith,”
whilst his eminently godly father who has for fifty years walked
with God has no claim for such reverence. We wonder where
men first sought out this invention, and from whose original
mind did this original sin emanate. We suspect he lived in
the ‘Roman Row’ of ‘Vanity Fair,” though the ‘Reverend’
John Bunyan does not mention him. One thing is pretty
certain, he did not flourish in the days of the ¢ Reverend Paul,”
or ‘Reverend Peter,’ or ‘Reverend Apollos,” or ¢ Reverend
Cephas.”” Mr. Spurgeon was on this point consistent, and
refused to be addressed as the ¢ Reverend C. H. S.”

When the telegraphic message was flashed across the wires
that the “prince of preachers” had departed to be with the
Lord whom he had long loved and served, there was universal
regret. In the language of another, it may be said, * We must
go back a hundred years to find a parallel to the bereavement
which now has so surely stricken the Church of God. a. M.

HUMILITY.

No~E so near God as the angels, and none more humble
than they.

The lower this foundation of humility is laid, the higher
shall the roof of honour be.

The humble soul can call nor count anything great wherein
he sees not Christ.

Faithfulness in little things is not a little thing.

They who would glorify God must mortify self,
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COUNSELS 70 YOUNG BELIEVERS,—1V.

1 JOHN 2. 18-27.
By Max Isaac Rerch, London.

IT would be impossible to improve upon the inspired counsel

to young believers the aged Apostle John is here led to
give. It is a message for the present day, ‘‘the last hour”
(verse 18, R.v.) of the dispensation. In verses 1, 12, and 28
we see that all believers are  children,” and these children are
found in various states and stages of spiritual development.
The “ babes” know the Father, the “young men” overcome
the Wicked One, and the “fathers” know Him who is from
the beginning the ¢ Eternal Life,” the way in which the Son of
God is specially spoken of in the first epistle of John (verses
13 and 14).

But I desire to speak to the very little ones, the babes in the
family of God. Now, first of all, who are the babes, how can
we tell them, and what marks dothey bear? Says the apostle:
“1 write unto you, little children, because ye have known the
Father.” That is all he looks for in babes; and yet it is a
great deal. He does not expect much strength or intelligence ;
but this one thin’g he expects the very beginners in the divine
life to “ know "—THE FATHER.

Here we might stop 2 moment and enquire, How can this
wonderful Being be known ?

Matthew 11. 27, 28 furnishes the answer : ““ No one knoweth
the Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal Him. Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”

“ The Father” cannot be known by searching, by theology,
by science, by ordinances. He can only be known by illumina-
tion. He must be revealed to be known, and “the Son,” the
only one who knows Him, must reveal Him,

The Bible is a wonderful Book. The Holy Scriptures are
the very words of God. They tell us much adout God, His
ways, His purposes, His plan, His character, His attributes;
but a revelation from God is not enough—there must be revela-
tion of God, and that we have in ¢ the Son.”

A man might study the Scriptures like any learned recluse ;
but “the babe” knows ¢ the Father,” because through the
revelation of the Son the life of God is in his soul. He has
come to the Son to get the revelation. And how does he know
he has it? Because he has found rest of mind, conscience,
and heart in the work and Person of the Son.

The creeds cannot give rest ; the sacraments (so-called) can-
not give rest ; religious exercises cannot give rest. The Son,
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Counsels to Young -Believers.

the Revealer of God, gives rest to every weary one who comes
to Him. O, my reader, are you one such? Are you a little
babe in the family of God, just able to look up into the face
of God, with the sweet, confiding smile of a babe, and say,
“ Father” ?

Now, the Apostle}John specially speaks to young converts
who are born spiritually into a sphere of profession very far
removed from the mind of God. Christendom will blossom
into “antichrist,” and already there are “many antichrists,”
whose special aim seems to be to undermine the faith and
destroy the happiness of those brought to the Saviour (verses
18 to 26).

A babe is easily tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight and cunning craftiness of men who lie in wait
to deceive (Eph. 4. 14). A fullgrown man might stand the
tempest, but a puff of wind easily knocks the babe down.

O, how the heart of the aged apostle yearns over such! To
the “ fathers ” he has but to repeat the same words. To the
* young men ” he needs to say a sharp word about the influence
of the world. But for the dear, sweet babes, the tender, little
ones of the family, what loving solicitude and fatherly yearning!
He has ten verses fof them of instruction, warning, counsel,
and encouragement. One short sentence only for the
“ fathers,” a verse and a half for the ‘* young men,” but ten
verses for the ¢ babes” !

Now, there are two things he specially speaks about. First,
“that whick ye have heard from the beginning ;7 and, secondly,
“the anointing which ye have received of Him” (verses 24-27);
in other words, 24 outward teacking and the inward Teacher.
The outward teaching was given by the apostles, the chosen
vessels of inspiration. To them we must go for the doctrine,
the truth, the faith of Christianity. The Church is built upon
their foundation, and the foundation which they as wise master
builders laid is shown us in plain words in the holy writings of
the New Testament.

When I was first converted, nearly 17 years ago at this date,
the New Testament was an entirely unknown book to me, I
had indeed once looked into the Book of the Revelation, but
its visions of a great red dragon, of a seven-headed and ten-
horned monster arising out of the sea, of earthquakes, convul-
sions in heaven and earth, breakings of seals, soundings of
trumpets, and pouring-out of vials, quite frightened me, and so
I quickly closed the mysterious book.
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But after I became through grace a young believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ, how sweet were to me the words of my
blessed Saviour, and of the men who had known Him most
intimately! I remember reading the New Testament quite
through, without comment, in a very few sittings, and the im-
pression made upon my soul was wonderful! I got then an
outline of all I have since then cenfessed and proclaimed as
‘‘the truth,” and riper acquaintance with the Scriptures, and
deeper study of the divine contents, have not compelled me to
change my mind in a single matter of importance essential to
* the mystery of the faith,” which, my earnest prayer is, I desire
to hold in ‘““a pure conscience ” till my earthly race is run.

This, then, is what has been heard from ¢ the beginning,” and
which is to remain in us in * the last hour.”

But we have a Teacher as well as a teaching without. The
Holy Ghost has come. We are living indeed in a wonderful
day. God Himself will teach His people. He will speak
direct to them, not in dark parables, but plainly. All divine
communications are now made “in the Son,” and the voice of
the Son is heard by us as we walk in the Spirit, the anointing
which we have received from Him. .

O, what discipline and training are needed to enable us to
obtain the good of this! What struggles before “all flesh ” is
silent within us! The hurricane of passion, the whirlwind of
unholy desires, the fire’ of lust, -the upheavals of pride, must
first be laid low and hushed into subjection before the soul
becomes calm enough, quiet enough, silent enough, to hear
that still, small voice that brings to us the teaching that is from
God. But, blessed be His Name, it is grace that teaches us
(Titus 2. 11-13).  Young believer, you have a gracious Teacher,
one who will patiently go over the same ground until you have
mastered the holy lesson of denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, so that you might walk soberly, righteously, and godly in
this present age, while looking for that blessed hope, when faith
shall be turned into sight, conflict into rest, trial into triumph,
and grace into glory.

All through the various experiences down here the Rest
Giver carries on His school in your heart. He is meek and
lowly, and He is both lesson and Teacher to make you meek
and lowly, so that you might find that His yoke is easy and
His burden light. This, John is anxious for the babes to
enjoy. ‘‘ The same anointing teacheth you.” When the Son
of God was proclaimed as * #he Lamb,” the anointing came upon
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His sinless and spotless humanity in the shape of “a dove.”
The Lamb could be led by a dove. As we follow the Lamb,
and, like those two disciples of John, abide with Him, we shall
catch His spirit and be unconsciously transformed into His
beautiful likeness, so that the same Holy Spirit will be to us
the gentle dove of heavenly peace in our hearts, and will RULE
there, to lead us step by step in divine teaching until wefshall
see face to face and know even as we are known.

His method is ever safe, and His guidance is always right.
Around is the visible passing away, the creature in his boastful
pride. Christ alone is the truth, and out of Him all is delusion
and lie, weariness, disappointment, darkness, and death. And
the hungry heart, with its fathomless need, and tired of the
gilded lies of earth, can only find rest as it reposes through
divine teaching in the blessed Christ of God, the Bread of life,
the Bread that satisfies.

O, dear young believer, will you not let Him who dwells in
your body as in a sanctuary lead you into-the truth ?—into the
truth that sanctifies the life and makes happy the heart. May
the language of my reader be : ¢ Search me, O God, and know
my heart. Try me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be
any wicked way in e, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Amen,

‘““A DESERT PLACE.”’

HRIST never asks of us such busy labour
As leaves no time for resting at His feet ;
Tae waiting attitude of expectation
He oft-times counts a service most complete.

He sometimes wants our ear, our rapt attention,
That He some sweetest secret may impart ;
*Tis often in the time of deepest silence
That heart finds deepest fellowship with heart.

We sometimes wonder why our Lord doth place us
Within a'sphere so narrow, so obscure,

That nothing we call work can find an entrance ;
There’s only room. to suffer, to endure.

Well God loves patience-—souls that dwell in stillness
Doing the little things or resting quite
.May just as perfectly fulfil their mission,
Be just as useful in the Father's sight
6o



“A Desert Place”

As they who grapple with some giant evil,
Clearing a path that every eye may see;
Our Saviour cares for cheerful acquiescence

Rather than for a busy ministry,.

And yet He does love service where ’tis given
By grateful love that clothes itself in deed ;

But work that’s done beneath the scourge of duty,
Be sure to such He gives but little heed

Then seek to please Him, whatsoe’er He bid thee,
Whether to do—to suffer—to lie still !

"Twill matter little by what path He led us,
If in it all we’sought to do His will.

LIFE AND TIMES OF THOMAS NEWBERRY.
ParER IIL
“TPURTHER, it was seen that THE HoLY SPIRIT was a Divine
- Person, dwelling in all saints and in the Church, who are
taught and led by Him, and called upon to yield themselves
to Him, for Divine power and guidance, to carry out the teach-
ing of God’s Word.

Very important, also, among the truths set forth by those
who in the past century ‘‘ came out to the Name of the Lord,”
was THE SUPREMACY, AND AUTHORITY OF THE HoLy Scrip-
TURES. Setting aside the creeds, rules, and regulations which
men had devised, and which had become sectarian barriers
to the communion of saints, they regarded it as a cardinal
principle of God’s assemblies that the Word of God should be
their sole appeal for all matters of doctrine and practice, and
its decisions were binding upon all in their fellowship; also
that there should be liberty to preach, teach, and obey all they
found written in the Bible.

Then, again, they believed that THE ORDINANCES OF THE
LORD SHOULD BE KEPT AS THEY WERE DELIVERED (1 Cor. 11. 2).
Therefore they reverted to the customs in primitive Churches,
that believers should be BaPTISED by immersion, for which
their authority was Matt. 28. 19; Mark 16. 15; Acts 2. 41;
8. 12,16,36; 9. 18; 10.47; 16.33; 18.8; 19. 5; Rom. 6. 4;
Col. 2. 12, &c. They also gathered together upon the first day
of the week to BREAK BREAD, as taught in Acts 20. 7; 1 Cor.
11; 16. 2; Matt. 26; Luke 22, and thus they observed the
ordinances of the Lord.

As it was evident from the teaching of Eph. 4; 1 Cor. 12;
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14; 1 Peter 4. 10; Rom. 12, &c., that in the early Christian
Churches the MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GOD was regulated by
the Holy Spirit, and that liberty existed for all to take part ac-
cording to the grace and gift bestowed upon them as members of
Christ’s Body, for their mutual edification. This was unofficial,
and apart from human appointment or sanction. Therefore
they claimed this “in the fear of God,” and withdrew from
associations where it was hindered by other arrangements.

Further, in regard also to prIESTHOOD. It became evident
to them that serious errors were current in the Anglican and
Roman Catholic Churches upon this subject through regarding
the tradition of the fathers instead of the Word of God, where
it was obvious from the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews
that God set aside the Aaronic priesthood and instituted a new
one, in which there is now no altar other than the Cross of
Christ, where our Lord offered Himself as an atoning oblation
to God when He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
Further, ¢ There remaineth, therefore, no ‘more sacrifice for
sins,” and no more priests by proxy. But the Throne of Grace
affords failing man a ready way of access to God, where we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For
we have a great High Priest, after the order of Melchisedec,
who is serving in the heavens, and all His believizg people are
now an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God, by Jesus Christ. The reuisites for, WORSHIP now
are: I, A TRUE HEART (Heb. 10. 22); 2, A TRUE TABERNACLE
(Heb. 8. 2); and 3, TRUE WORSHIPPERS (John 4. 2, 3).

Connected with this is a very important truth which few had
apprehended until these precious truths were publicly taught
by those esteemed brethren who have been referred to, in
association with the subject of this narrative, as having published
them in the early years of the last century, viz.; That A GREAT
DISPENSATIONAL CHANGE TOOK PLACE WHEN GOD RENT THE
VAIL OF THE TEMPLE FROM THE TOP TO THE BOTTOM AFTER
OoUR LORD saID, “IT 1Is FINISHED,” UPON THE CROSS.

The former dispensation was associated with THE LAW OF
Moses and THE OLD COVENANT OF SiNAL  That LAW was
written upon tables of stone, and was the minister of judgment
and death to transgressors, who were cursed by it and “died
without mercy, under two or three witnesses.” Whereas THE
NEW COVENANT is written by the Spirit of God upon the fleshy
tables of our hearts, and is associated with Calvary, where
Christ died “for the redemption of the transgressors,” who
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were condemned as guilty by that old covenant, and now
“GRACE REIGNS, through righteousness, unto eternal life by
Jesus Christ our Lord.” And sinners who “submit themselves
to the righteousness of God,” admitting. their ruined state by
nature and by practice, are now * justified freely By HIS GRACE,
THROUGH THE REDEMPTION THAT 1S IN CHRIST JEsUS.”
Precious, glorious truth, set forth in the GosrPeEL oF Gob in the
Epistle to the Romans.

How our souls have been revived as the dear, departed one
dilated upon these truths, and exhorted us to praise the Lord
for the inestimable blessing of living in this GoSPEL AGE, when
we hear of Jesus Christ as being “the Mediator of the better
covenant, established upon better promises,” He having ¢ re-
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.”

How gratefully should we acknowledge our indebtedness to
such “able ministers of the new covenant” as this honoured
and beloved servant of Christ, who has helped us to understand
“ dispensational differences,” and to “ try things that differ.”

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpavy ScHoors, BisLe CLasses, aND HOME READING.

After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced Teachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in presenting
the Gospel of the Grace of God before the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take up
“*THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,”

a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central figure as the
subject for *“ THE GOSPEL SCHEME OF LESSONS.”” Copies of the Scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same.

14t% April—JAIRUS DAUGHTER RAISED (Mark 5. 22-24, 35-43).
Learn John 11. 25, 26—** Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection
and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
Believest thou this?”

The ruler’s need and faith—TIimited power implied—Faith encouraged—
Rejectors ejected—Giving life—Sustaining life,
N our last lesson we saw Jesus in the house of feasting sharing
Matthew’s hospitable joy, and declaring Himself the Physician of
sin-sick souls as well as the Wine of Joy in the new life of believers. We
have now to consider Him as the resource of the needy, the help of the
helpless, the life-giver and sustainer.
THE APPEAL OF THE NEEDY. ‘ There cometh one of the
rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name;” in great distress this man
came and fell at Jesus’ feet. Jairus means ‘ God enlightens,” and dis-

tressing need is God’s way of bringing men there to seek Hisaid. “ My
little daughter,” was the father’s cry; the ruler forgot his official rank in
his fatherly distress. ‘‘Lay hands on her . .. .. sheshalllive.”” This

was faith only in measure, yet it was faith, and had its reward. The
voice of needy faith, however imperfect, finds Jesus ready to respond
(Psa. 51. 17; 50. 15).
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THE MESSAGE OF DOUBT. From the house came the word:
+ She is dead ; trouble no further the Master!” These words were from
those who knew not Christ’s power, and misjudged His love. They had
no idea that Jesus could overcome actual death. He might heal the sick,
but to raise the dead was in their thoughts impossible ; and they did not
know that it was no ““ trouble ” to Him to do His work, but a * delight”
(Psa. 40. 8 ; John 4. 34).

JESUS’ STEADYING WORD. Overhearing the message, the Lord
spoke to the ruler in order to comfort and support him in the dark hour,
‘‘Fear not; only believe.”” Faith in Jesus is a specific for troubled
hearts (John 14. 1).

THE MOURNERS AND THE SCORNERS. The house was full
of them—as the world is now—those who mourn ‘ without hope” and
those who scorn without capacity to believe. With such a scene and
such doings Jesus cannot do. ‘¢ He put them all out.”

JESUS QUICKENING WORD. A sweet, tender voice breaks in
on the girl’s death-sleep: *‘ Talitha cumi”—just the words her mother
would have used to wake her out of ordinary slumber: “ Rise, my child.”
Jesus just knows how to meet the case of every one. If ashoutis needed
(John 11. 43), He shouts, and it may be an earthquake (Acts 16. 26), or the
gentle opening of the heart (Acts 16. 14).

THE NEED OF THE NEW LIFE. Jesus not only gives the life,
but makes provision for its sustenance and growth, so He said, “ Give
her to eat.,” “ Feed My lambs " is still His word (John 21. 15; Acts zo. 28).

218¢ April. —THE WIDOW’S SON (Luke 7. 11-18). Learn Psalm 143,
8, 9—" The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion ; slow to anger,
and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies
are over all His works.”

A desolate home and heart—The widow’s stay and comfort—Death con-
fronted by life—Life victorious—Restoration.

DEEP and dark shadows oft fall on human experience. Disease and

death invade the homes of the already bereaved and helpless. It
is there where Jesus’ presence brings the brightest consolation, and His
great compassion, grace, and power find material and objects for their
display.

THE CITY OF NAIN. Within a few miles of Nazareth, under the
shadow of Mount Tabor, it is said to have been a lovely place—a fertile,
verdant locality. But to one at least it was a dark, dark place—a widow
woman whohad lost ¢ her only son.” The entrance of sin and death has
made this world, with its many beauties, a place of sorrow (Rom. 8, 22).

THE WIDOW'S GREAT LOSS. The widow is an object of every
compassionate one's pity. Death has visited her, and taken away her
strength; and joy, and love. God recognises this, and specially provides
compensation (Psa. 68. 5; 146. g; Jer. 49. 11). The widow of Nain and
her fatherless boy were included in these and many other promises, yet
for their great blessing and God’s glory, death was allowed to visit their
little home and take away the widow’s ‘“ only son.”

THE TWO PROCESSIONS. One company was wending its way
from Capernaum towards Nain as another company left the widow’s
house walking towards the same road. In the centre of the Nain party
were death and distress—a dead man and his blighted, crushed, broken-
hearted mother ; in the midst of the other band was He, the Light and
the Life, the only One who could meet such a need. The two parties
meet—one stands aside to let the other pass. Jesus’ eyes cannot look on
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such sorrow without His heart burning. “ Weep not!” Who can stop
these tears 7 Only One who can heal the cause (1 Thes. 4. 14 ; Rev. 21. 4).

THE DESTROYER OF DEATH. ‘ Since by man came death, by
man also the resurrection of the dead ” (1 Cor. 15. 21). ‘The spirit of the
young man heard the voice of the Son of God (John 3. 23), and re-entered
his body at the Lord’s command. Truly a wonderful scene, which
will soon be repeated a thousandfold by this same Jesus.

THE WIDOW'S LOSS MORE THAN RECOVERED. Jesus
delivered the young man to his mother, to be her joy, her stay, and com-
fort. Besides having her son restored to her, the widow had a Saviour
and Lord manifested to her, and doubtless they both from that time were
true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

28tk April.—CROSSING THE RED SEA (Exodus 14. 13-27). Learn
Heb. 11. 29—* By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry
land ; which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.”
In a great strait—Faith’s courage and promise—Between the people and
tt}}eir foe—The new Way—Safely through—The awesome look —Dire destruc-
i0on.
A RECENT Old Testament lesson was about God’s passing over the
children of Israel ; this describes their passing #Zrough the waters
that kept them on Egypt soil and barred their way to the Land of Pro-
mise. In both cases we see God’s power in exercise for His own obedient
ones, and against their foes and His.

THE DISTRESS OF THE PEOPLE. ¢ Sore afraid” was that
great company of unarmed pilgrims.as they heard the sound of the
chariots and horses overtaking them. Sea in front, towering hills and
forts on either side, and a vengeful, furious tyrant behind, they seemed
shut up to destruction. They were not! They were shut up to God and
His salvation (Gal. 3. 22).

THE WORDS OF FAITH. In answer to the blind, terror-laden
words of the people, how emphatic and courageous Moses’ words: ‘‘ Stand
still, see the Lord’s salvation, and bid good-bye to your Egyptian masters
for ever ; the Lord shall fight for you.” The Gospel word 1s the same ;
see what the Lord has done. You do nothing—all is done.

THE DIVIDING PRESENCE. “The Lord God is a Sun and a
Shield " (Psa. 84. 11). The cloudy pillar took its place in the rear—came
between them and the foe. Again, that Presence was X4ght to the re-
-deemed host, and a dark fog-bank to their pursuers.

THE OPENED WAY THROUGH THE DEEP. Protected by
Divine Presence and illuminated by Divine Light, into the pathway of
Death’s valley they went, young and old, feeble and strong—safe from
Pharaoh and safe from water grave (John 10. 9, &c.) They were safe alt
the way, right through to the other side. That is God’s salvation.

THE FATE OF THE FOE. The Way of Life to the redeemed is
the death-trap of the wicked (2 Cot. 2. 16). The Lord looked through the
cloudy pillar on the proud array of Egypt warriors and * troubled”
them. That face of God is dreadful to His enemies (Rev. 6. 16), filling
their hearts with fear. The same face is the joy of Heaven (Rev, 22. 4).

THE END OF THE STORY. The morning light broke on the
scene. There, dry and safe on the wilderness shore, was arrayed the
redeemed host—not one missing, not one hurt. The waters rolded over
the place where they had been and covered the proud company who had
so recently threatened their existence. Well might they sing, “ The
Lord is my Strength, and Song, and Salvation!”
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5tk May—WASHING JESUS' FEET (Luke 7. 36-50). ZLearn Romans
5. 5, 6—'* And hope maketh not ashamed ; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly.”
Invited but not honoured—High and low sinners—Warm and ccld sinners
—fB(;lth provided for—Fruits of pardon—Faith the way—Jesus the Source
of all.

\ N TE have seen in recent lessons Jesus overcoming disease and death

of the body ; in our present study we are dealing with Him as the
healer of the soul, the One who breaks the hard and stony heart, and who
binds up the same in forgiving love.

THE INVITER AND THE INVITED. One of the Pharisees
asked Jesus to dine at his house, doubtless to more closely observe Him.
It is clear that Simon did not counsider Jesus worthy of high honour or
cordial welcome, and that his love, if any, for Jesus was of the poorest
character (see verses 45, 46).

TWO TYPES OF SINNERS. 1st. Simon the Pharisee, religious,
respected, self-righteous, and cynical, with his own thoughts of Jesus
and hard thoughts of others; yet a fiftypence debtor having no assets.
2nd. A woman, a known, confessed sinner, broken-hearted, weeping,
drawn to Jesus by His gracious and true invitation (Matt. 11. 28), there
with intent to pour precious ointment on His feet; an hundredpence
debtor who knew it, and knew that without payment she could be
forgiven (Romans 3. 24 ; Titus 3. 5).

TWO WAYS OF TREATING JESUS. Coming to Him with the
best she had—** an alabaster box of ointment” and a heart full of penitent
sorrow (Psalm 51. 17). Her tears wet His feet; her hair she used to dry
them; while with slave-like kisses she kissed them and applied the
ointment she had brought. Simon had received Jesus coldly and civilly,
and treated Him shabbily, besides thinking Him no prophet and loose
in His manner.

GRACE MEETING TWO EXTREMES. Both had need of forgive-
ness; both unable to pay. The only thing that could meet them was free
grace; ‘ He frankly forgave them both”’ (Eph. 2. 17).

RESULTS IN THE TWO PERSONS. ‘ Much love” and “little
Jove” flow from “ much forgiven” and *‘little forgiven.” The soul that
thinks little of sin thinks little of the Cross and the sufferings of Jesus,
and undervalues the precious blood, consequently their feeling of in-
debtedness and sense of gratitude is weak, with corresponding action.
A great sense of forgiveness is cause of much praise (Isaiah r2. 1; Psalm
103. 1, 3).

FORGIVENESS AND PEACE. Sweet sound to that poor woman.
He said it in the face of all that captious company. Blessed, gracious
One to take up a poor, vile sinner’s cause, and proclaim pargon and
peace, accepting the homage and explaining the motives of a repentant
sinner, at the same time abasipg the proud and lofty look of self-righteous
man (James 4. 6).

HOW THE WOMAN OBTAINED PARDON AND PEACE. B
faith—*“ Thy faith hath saved thee.” She loved because she believed.
We are not saved by love, but by faith (Eph. 2. 8), and love and feelings
are the fruit of believing, while Jesus is the Object of faith and love
(1 Peter 1. 8).
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Outlrnes. of Seripture Studies.

THREE SOLEMN THINGS
TC $AY, AND NOT DO,
IN JOHN'S FIRST EPISTLE.

I know Him -1Johnz. 4
We have fellowshlp with Him
1 John 1.6
1 John4. 20

J.E.B.

I love God - -

CAPTIVITY LED CAPTIVE (Psalm 68. 18; 2 Cor. 10,
With my whole Zeart will I keep Thy precepts

My sox/ hath kept Thy testimonies

My Zps shall utter T raise -
My fongue shall speai Lhy Word
Mine epes fail for Thy d - -

My kands will 11ift up unto Thy commandmems
I turned my fzef unto Thy testimonies

My flesk trembleth for fear of Thee

POOR, LOST SINNER. |

The POOR have the Gospel

preached unto them Matt. 11.5
TheSon of Maniscometosave

that whichwas LOST Matt. 18.11
Where shall the ungodly and

the SINNERappear? 1let.4.18
The exact condition of every one

out of Christ. w.J.

. 5.
- - Ps.119 69, 112
- - - Ds. 119- 20, 167
- Ps. uc) 54, 157
Ps. 119. 103, 172
- Ps. 119- 82, 148
Vs 119. 48
- - - Ps. 119. 59, 10T, 105
. - Ps, 119, 120

My thoughts—I hate vain thouqhts, Thy ]aw is my medita- Ps 119.113

tion all the day - -

My deséres—1 have chosen the way of trulh - -

PAUL THE “PATTERN?”
(1 Timothy 1. 16).

Paul’s confession -1 Tim. 1. 15
Paul’s persuasion - Rom. 8. 38
TPaul’s determination - 1 Cor. 2. 2
Paul's pleasures - 2 Cor. 12. 10
Paul’s learning - - Phil. 4. 11
Paul’s glory - - Gal. 6. 14
Paul’s exhortation 1 Cor. 15. 58
Paul’s farewell 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8,22 HyP

Ps. 119- 15, 97
Ps. 119. 30 E-A.H.

“IF THE DEAD RISE NOT.”
SEVEN TERRIBLE CALAMITIES.
Christ is not raised -1 COr.15. 13
, We are yet'in our sins 1 cor.15.17
| Our laith is vain -1Cor.15. 14
Our preaching is vain 1 Cor. 15.14
Weare false witnesses...1 COr. I5. 15

They who have fallen asleeP

have perished - -1 (or. 1518
We are of all men most

miserable _-1Cor.1g 1QT.B.r

THE CHRISTIAN’S CALLING AND POSITION.
WHAT WE ARE GALLED FROM axp CALLED 7O.

Called from labour to rest - -
Called from death to life - -
Called from bondage to liberty -
Called out of darkness into light -
Called from bondage to peace -
Called to the fellowship of His Son

WHAT WE ARE MADE By
We are made sons of God - -
We are made the children of God -
We are made the servants of God -
We are made God’s saints -
‘We are made God’s witnesses -

We are made workers together with God - - -

We are called to a high calling -
We are called to a holy calling -
We are called to a heavenly calling

- MAtt. 11. 28
- . -1fohn3. 14
Gal. 5. 13
1 Pet.2 ¢
R . R B o1 Cor. 7. 15
- - - - - 1Cor. 1.9
OBEYING THE CALL.
- Tohn 1. 12
Gal. 3. 26
. Matt. 25. 21
Col 1. 1
1 Thess. 2. 10
- 2 Cor. 6. 1
- phil. 3. 14
- 2Tim. 1.9
- Heb. 3- 1 J.A.



Qutunes of Scripture Studes.

SEVEN BLESSINGS.

(Deut. 33.)
Salvation, . - ~ verse 6
Sufficiency, - - verses 7, 25
Separation, - verses 8-11
Security, - - - - verse 12
Satisfaction, - verses 13-17, 23
Sacrifice, - - verses 18, 19
Strength, - - verses 20-22

Ephesians 1. 3; 2 Corinthians 1. 20.

J.E. B,

ACQUAINTANCE.
(Jub 22, 21, 22).

1 What to do-—~

Acquaint, - Matt. 11.28, 29
2 When to do it—

Now, - - 2 Cor. 6. 2
3 Who should do it—

Thyself, - - John 3. 18
4 Why do it—

Be at peace, - Isaiah 26. 3

A.C. B.

FOUR THINGS JOHN SAW WHEN HE WAS IN THE SPIRIF,

1 The Lord Jesus in resurrection glory,

2 (God on His glorious throne,
3 The great whore, - -
4 The Lamb’s wife, - -

Rev. 1. 10-20
Rev. 4. 2, 3
- Rev. 17. 3

Rev. 21. 9, 10

From these Scriptures it is evident that it is as necessary to be in the

Spirit to see the false woman as it is to see the Lamb’s wife.

T. B.

THE MANNA--The Antitype as seen in the Type (John 6. 31-35).

I will rain bread from heaven,
Ex. 16. 4.

. When the dew fell...the manna tell
upon it, Num. 11. 9. Dew—a
type of the Holy Ghost as com-
municator and embodiment of the
blessing.

There lay a small, round thing, as

small as hoar frost, and white,
Ex. 16. 14, 31.

It tasted like wafers made with
honey, Ex. 16. 31.

Like fresh oil, Num. 11. 8.
It lay on the ground, Ex. 16. 14.

It fellround about the host, Ex.16,13.
It was ground, beaten in a mortar,
and baked, Num. 11. 8.

All had sufficient —an omer for
every man, Ex. 16. 17, 18.,
Thiwis the bread which the Lord
hath given you to eat, Ex. 16, 15.
They did eat until they came to the
borders of Canaan, Ex. 16. 35.
Some objected to it, Num. 11. 6.

I am the living .bread which came
down from heaven, John 6. 51.
The Holy Ghost shall come upon

thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee, therefore
also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the
Son of God, Luke 1. 35.
Smali—Humility. Laidina manger;
no room in the inn, Luke 2. 7; a
carpenter’s son, Matt. 13. 55.
Round — Consistency, evenness,
1 Peter 2. 22, 23. All the ele-
mentsof lovelycharacter in perfect
balance. White—Purity, without
spot, I Peter 1. 19,
Sweet—Good tidings of great joy,
Luke 2. 10. They wondered at
His gracious words, Luke 4. 22.
Peace on earth, Luke 2. 14. Full
of grace, John 1. 14.
Lowliness—He made Himself of no
reputation, Phil, 2. 7.
Within the reach of all, John 6. 37
He was wounded for our transgres-
sions.. by His stripes we are
healed, Isa. 53. 5.
He that cometh to Me shall never
hunger,Jno.6.35. Nonecameshort
My Father giveth you the true bread
fromheaven, Jno.6.32; Mk.14.22.
Eat this bread...till He come,
1 Cor. 11. 26.
His own received Him not, Jno.
I.TI.



Brief Records of Men of God.

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature ” (Mark 16. 13).

““AND THEY WENT FORTH,
and preached everywhere” (Mark 16. 20). **And we know that
all things work together for good to them that love God”
(Romans 8. 28)

EDWARD CHAPMAN,

WHO LAID DOWN HIs LIFE FOR SPAIN, SEPTEMBER 28, 1900
F



EDWARD CHAPMAN.
N the 28th of last September, in the morning, our beloved
young brother Edward Chapman went home to be with
Christ, and on the afternoon of the same day we laid his body
to rest in the Civil Cemetery of Valladolid.

He was very young, only twenty-three years of age. His
course was soon finished and his race well run.  His service in
the harvest field in Spain was of only two years’ duration, very
brief in our eyes, but blessedly rich and full of good fruit for
cternity.

He was converted at the age of twelve whilst a boy at
Sunday school in London. He entered an office as clerk, but
having a true love for souls the Lord opened his way for still
better work, and he was able to help in the evangelization of
the counties of England. Then he was led to Spain. His
desire was to go to South America, but his weak health was
thought an obstacle, and so he went on a six months’ visit to
Spain. He soon fell in love with the Lord’s work there, and
remained to lay down his life in that land.

He went to Valladolid, that great fanatical city where
Romish wrath has burned so furiously against the Gospel in
other days, and where many children of God have gained the
martyr’s crown.

He settled down to the language with great diligence, and
his master, one of those who most mourns his loss, speaks of
his rapid progress and ability.

He soon began to be of use, helping in the meetings, visit-
ing believers, selling Scriptures in the fairs, and taking journeys
on his bicycle to other villages, even to other provinces—hard,
long journeys, as to Villalube and Toral, sixty and eighty miles.

Alas! he did too much, more than his frail system could
bear. Then the value of souls weighed much on his heart,
and he could weep and groan for their unbelief, and cry to
God to arouse them. Still he was invariably cheery, lowly and
loving, and wore a sunshiny smile that was worth anything to
his fellow-labourers in these dark days of struggling with the
leviathan foe of priestcraft.

At the beginning of September last he was taken iil with
typhoid fever of a very malignant form. His youth struggled
with the terrible sickness for a month, but he seemed to know
be was going home, and his gaze was always on Christ. The
unconverted doctor said, “ Where are you going?” He replied,
“To heaven.” His wonderful peace and joy struck the doctor
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greatly, and with radiance his face was filled as he spoke of
‘his Saviour. The medical man must have felt this is ‘true
faith, better than purgatory. Brother Chapman sought the
doctor’s soul continually, and he ceased not to pray, sing, and
speak of Christ, and his loving appreciation of help and
wondrous patience remained to the last. Amongst his last
words were reconciliation to God’s will, quoting :
* Disappointment—His appointment,
Change one letter, then I see
That the thwarting of my purpose
Is His better choice for me.'
His almost last cry was, “Oh, that I knew that my brother
was saved.” As he breathed his last several fellow-workers
gathered round his bed, falling on their knees broken down
with grief. * All the brethren, friends, and neighbours crowded
in to see him, and in a few hours he was resting beneath the
sod till the resurrection morning.

His widowed mother resignedly writes: “I do not regret
having let him have his last two years of happiness in Spain,”
and she might add, “Give two years of happiness to all who
knew Him in poor Spain.” We’'ll never say good-bye in heaven.

T.C.T.

DISAPPOINTMENT.

*'He performeth the thing that is appointed for me " (Job 23. 14).
* Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass "’ Job 14. 5).

ISAPPOINTMENT-His appointment,”
Change one letter, then I see

That the thwarting of my purpose

Is God’s better choice for me.
His appointment must be blessing

Tho’ it may come in disguise,
For the end from the beginning

Open to His wisdom lies.

“Disappointment—His appointment,”
Whose? The Lord who loves me best,
Understands and knows me fully,
Who my faith and love would test;
For, like loving, earthly parent,
He rejoices when He knows
That His child accepts, unquestioned,
All that from His wisdom flows.
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- Disappointment.

“ Disappointment—His appointment,”
“No good thing will He withhold ;”

From denials oft we gather
Treasures of His love untold ;

Well He knows each broken purpose
Leads to fuller, deeper trust,

And the end of all His dealings
Proves our God is wise and just.

“ Disappointment—His appointment,”
Lord, I take it then as such,

Like the clay in hands of potter,
Yielding wholly to Thy. touch.

All my life’s plan is Thy moulding,
Not one single choice is mine,

Let me answer, unrepining :
Father, “ Not my will, but Thine.

DENYING THE MIRACULOUS.
« By WM, SHaw, Maybole.

REMEMBER falling in with a young man who professed
to be sceptical as to the miracles of Scripture. He then
proceeded to select one miraculous incident here, and another
there, which he declared to be quite opposed to human reason.
Perhaps he had been dabbling in German rationalism, or had
been carried away with the false philosophy of theological pro-
fessors nearer home. I knew, however, that he was a member
of a so-called Christian denomination ; so I took him on his

own ground. :

“Then you deny the miraculous?” I said. ‘““You say you
cannot believe anything unless it commends itself to ‘reason’?
Therefore you refuse to credit the miracles of Scripture.”

“Yes,” he replied, “these are my sentiments.”

“ Very well,” I rejoined, “ we need not spend time over a few
of your selected miracles, such as Jonah in the whale's belly.
Let us go right to the most stupendous miracle recorded in the
Bible—#42 miracle upon which Christianity depends, and
without which Christianity would be an impossibility. T refer
_ to the resurrection of Christ. We know that He was crucified
and buried in a tomb. There was nothing miraculous in His
dying on the Cross, however infinite the value of that death.
But if He rose from the dead, then His resurrection was a
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miracle, momentous and wonderful in the highest degree.
Such a miracle cannot commend itself to human reason, for it
is not in keeping with the theories of rationalism, or with the
laws of nature, that a man should rise from the grave on the
third day after he had died. Do you believe that Jesus rose
from the dead?”

The young man was thus brought face-to-face with the
miracle of the resurrection. He saw his position at a glance,
for he was logical enough to perceive that if he denied the
resurrection he virtually blotted out Christianity from human
history, and made his own profession as a Christian worshipper
a meaningless and empty formality. He was so honest as to
admit that he accepted the miracle of the resurrection of
Christ.

“Then,” said I, “you admit the miraculous in the Bible
narrative.  Yet your rationalist friends have been teaching you
there is no such thing as the miraculous or the supernatural.
You see where they have been leading you. If #Zey are right,
then the great miracle of the resurrection morning never took
place. If they are right, Jesus never rose. If fiey are right,
there is no salvation for the lost. If zZey are .right, all believers
who have died have perished, and all believers who are alive
are still in their sins” (1 Cor. 15. 13-18).

My young friend was, at least, brought to a stand-still in his
down-grade towards rationalism. We did not need to discuss
any of the “minor” miracles, if we may use the term. The
rising again on the third day settled the question of the
supernatural.

It is worthy of note that the great stronghold of sceptics,
Jonah in the whale’s belly, is expressly referred to by our Lord
Himself (Matt. 12. 40). He sets His seal upon it. He
anticipates, as it were, the cavillings of the rationalists, and
makes choice of Jonah’s experience as typical of the great
death that was to take place at Jerusalem, and the resurrection
which was to follow on the third day.

But a2 moment’s reflection will show that once the miracle of
the resurrection is accepted the reception of the other miracles
of Scripture becomes easy. To bring back the spark of life,
when that spark has fled, is adiitted on all hands to be a human
impossibility. There are no forces of nature which can bring
a dead person back to life. If he is brought back to life it
must be by supernatural means. Therefore the resurrection
of Christ pours contempt on all the theorisings of the rational-
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ists. The resurrection may be called the very touch-stone of
belief. It is a virtual denial of Christianity to deny that
Christ is risen. And if you admit that He is risen you thereby
admit that you believe in the miraculous. We cannot measure
God’s power by our knowledge of what is -humanly impossible.
That which is impossible with men is possible with God.
With Him all things are possible.

If we follow the reasonings of the rationalist to their legiti-
mate conclusion what do we find? He says the supernatural
is an impossibility. This not only denies the resurrection of
Christ, but it virtually says there is no zesurrection to come.
Therefore, according to the rationalist, there is ne heaven for
the saint, and no hell for the Christ-rejector, seeing that it is
against the laws of nature for a person to live after he is dead!
That is to say, rationalism is unabashed infidelity, disguised as
philosophy. But in vain is the net spread in the sight of any
bird. Let us be on our guard against the leaven of modern
rationalism. Let us praise God for that'miracle of grace—our
own translation from the power of darkness into the king-
dom of God’s dear Son. Let us proclaim the tidings that
Christ was “delivered for our offences, and was raised again
for our justification” (Rom. 4. 25). And let us look forward
to that crowning miracle, when these bodies of our humiliation
shall be *fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself.”

LIFE AND TIMES OF THOMAS NEWBERRY.
ParEr IV.

G [ HE apprehension of such subjects has been greatly helped

by Mr. Newberry’s lectures and writings upon the Tabernacle
and the Temple. In connection with the latter there is
A MODEL of exquisite beauty, and quite unique in its design and
workmanship, the result of great research in the original
Scriptures, so that it might convey to modern people some
idea of that gorgeous temple which Solomon built from the
patterns given to his father David by the Spirit of God, as
Moses also constructed the Tabernacle from the pattern which
God gave to Him in the holy mount. This MoDEL, with
various ‘writings in connection with it and bearing upon other
sybjects, \will be lasting memorials to the Bible research of
our departed brother and his deep reverence for the Holy
Scriptures. :
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Further, we must not omit to say that amongst the subjects:
brought from obscurity into prominence by Mr. Newberry and
brethren such as Sir Edward Denny and others who were
associated with the movement we have -referred to, was THE'
SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD AND SaAvIOUR JEsUs CHRIST.
This great truth, so fully set forth in 1 Cor. 15, 1 Thes. 4,
John 14, Acts 1, &c., &c., had been lost sight of by the Church
for ages, and confusion reigned as to a general judgment of the
just and wicked at the great white throne ““in the last day.”
But God be praised.for having made clear from the Holy
Scriptures the difference between *“z%e judgment of the living
nations” (Matt. 25) upon the earth prior to the millennium ;
“the [udgment-seal of Christ” for believers only, in relation
to their service, after the rapture of the Church (see 2 Cor. 5.
10; 1 Cor. 3. 13; Rom. 14. 10, &c.); and 2% final ‘ judgment
of the great white throne” (Rev. 20), when the wicked dead will
be judged in eternity, and will be consigned to the lake of fire,
which is the second death.

Then the distinction between 24e first resurrection of the
just unto life and eternal glory at the coming of Christ (see
1 Cor. 15; 1 Thes. 4 ; Rev. 20), and that of #4e rest of the dead,
i.e., the unjust, after the millennium—these distinctions being
important for our ‘“rightly dividing the Word of truth” and
carefully distinguishing between the JEws, GENTILES, AND THE
CuurcH oF Gob,

But prominent in all his ministry was the glorious truth as
to THE LORD’S PERSONAL RETURN being the present blessed Aope
of His Church. The important distinction was often com-
mented upon that we were simply waiting for the fulfilment of
our Lord’s prROMISE, which relates to His heavenly people—
the Church—and not for any evenss to take place, having their
relation to PROPHECIES pertaining to Israel or the Gentiles,
who are the subjects of PrROPHECY, whereas the Church is the
object of Divine PROMISE.

We may therefore thank God for the help He has given us
through this departed minister of His Word, and now let it be
our aim to HOLD FAST that “faithful word” as did this beloved
servant of Christ. And let it be our ambition also to be *“well-
pleasing to the Lord,” so that He may hereafter commend
us as ‘““good and faithful servants.” Often have we heard
him tell his hearers that it was “better to be faithful than it
was to be famous,” therefore our aim should be to magnify
Christ, and “study to show ourselves approved unto God,

75



Life and Times of Thomas Newberry.

workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of truth.”

We make no apology for these ample remarks, as they involve
the review of seventy years of eventful Church history in which
we have no ordinary interest.

The REvVIVAL that we have referred to started a great move-
ment in Christendom, which has been denominated BRETHREN,
gathering together simply as CHRISTIANS to the adorable Name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and refusing sectarian titles which
tended to division. They have always wished it understood
that they disclaim the name of BRETHREN as a distinctive title,
as they desire not to un-Christianise others, or forego their
relationship with all members of the Body of Christ, but rather
to esteem them all in love, and own their obligation to pray
for and serve ALL SAINTS; yea, let “ Grace be with all who
love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.”

Differences have arisen which have cast us upon an “all-
sufficient God,” and divisions, too, have taken place which
should humble us with shame, as we think how we have dis-
honoured that holy Name, and how we have failed to express
the mind of Christ, and forbearance and feet-washing in our
dealings one with another. These things should be confessed,
and then we may remember that “ God abideth faithful,” that

"HE is still our resource, and *“ the Word of His grace ” is “the
light which shineth in a’ dark place,” until the day dawn, and
the day star arise in your hearts.

Qur aim should be to “ Learn of Him, who is meek and
lowly of heart,” and says, ‘‘ With the lowly is wisdom,” and not
to forget that * Only of pride cometh contention ;” therefore
Jet us ‘“consiDER HiM, lest we be weary and faint in our
minds,” and let us aim still more at cultivating “fellowship of
the Spirit” with all who are walking in truth, and who give
evidence of true CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP by ‘ continuing in
His words ;7 yea, who “ observe all things that our Lord has
commanded,” and thus evidence that  Jesus Christ 1s Lorp,
to the glory of God the Father,”

Let us not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord in
apostate times, when many are letting slip some of the precious
truths we have referred to; but let us, as true Philadelphians,
“keep His Word and not deny His Name,” seeking grace to
walk the narrow pathway with a large heart that desires to “go
forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach,” and
also ““adorn the doctrine of our God and Saviour in all things.”
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THE SILENCED SONG
(Psalm 137. 1-4).

S far as the Bible makes known angels do not sing.
Redeemed sinners alone have a God-given and God-
pleasing song. The first song we meet with in Scripture is that
which commemorates the deliverance of Israel from the judg-
ment of Jehovah and the power of Pharaoh. That was a
red-letter day in their history—a time never-to-be-forgotten by

all who participated therein.

In Psalm 137 a very different scene is presented to us. A
remnant of this typically redeemed people have been carried
from their homes and from all that they hold dear on earth.
Hence they have lost their song. The harps are hanging on
the willows, and to those who demand of them a song they ex-
claim: “How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?”

Every saved one has a new song put into his mouth. A
salvation has been found infinitely greater and more blessed
than that of Israel from Egypt. Our deliverance is from
eternal judgment as well as from the power of Satan, sin, and
the world.  Our souls look back to the time of our deliverance
by Christ, and we heartily sing:

*O happy day! that fixed my choice
On Thee, my Saviour and my God.”
In times of revival no hymn is more popular than this.
Practically all English-speaking Christians, who are rejoicing in
the knowledge of salvation, at times express the feeling of their
hearts in these words.’

Yes, that Christ’s disciples have a song is blessedly true.
But, as we have seen, Israel’s song was silenced, and our song
may also be silenced. We will shortly consider

SEVERAL THINGS THAT CANNOT SILENCE IT,
before we touch on that which can do so.

1. Suffering cannot do it. In Acts 16 we read of two
preachers of the Gospel’ who had been beaten with many
stripes and then cast into the inner part of a dark and filthy
prison, and their feet made fast in the stocks. This treatment,
one might suppose, would silence their song. Far from it.
¢ At midnight,” it is said, “Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
praises unto God.” Thus itis evident that suffering and
imprisonment cannot rob the believer of his song.

2. Neither can poverzy. For more than two-and-a-half
millenniums saints of God of many countries and various
schools of belief have taken up the sublime language of the
prophet and said: “ Although the fig-tree shall not blossom,
neither shall fruit be in the vine; the labour of the olive shall
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fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls, YET I
WILL REJOICE IN JEHOVAH; I wiLL jov IN THE GOD OF MY
saLvATION” (Hab. 3. 17, 18). Faith will enable even you and
me to rise to this high note—higher we may hardly hope to
attain.

3. Not even deat’ itself, the prospect of soon leaving this
world, can silence the song of the spiritual Christian. To
him death is no longer “the king of terrors”; it is but the
servant which ushers him into the presence-chamber of his
Saviour and God. Death is now catalogued among the
believer’s possessions (1 Cor. 3. 22). And the very word is
now changed. It is not death, but skep. And the apostle
desived it. He knew it was far better than even present service
for and enjoyment of Christ (Phil. 1. 23, r.v.). I do not see
how any one with a well-grounded assurance that he is a child
of God can become afraid or unhappy in the prospect of
departing to be with Christ. Noj; rightly viewed, what is
called death cannot silence the Christian’s song, Since the
death and resurrection of our Lord myriads have borne testi-
mony to this fact. (To be concluded.) J.N C

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpay ScrooLs, BiBLeE Crasses, AND HoME READING.
After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced Teachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in presenting

the Gospel of the Grace of God before the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take u

P
“THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,”
a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central figure as the
subject for * THE GOSPEL SCHEME OF LESSONS.” Copies of the Scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same,

12¢th May—THE KING'S BIRTHDAY (Mark 6. 14-29). Learn James
1. 15, 16—* Then when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin, and

sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my
beloved brethren.”

A king, yet a coward—S8in in high places rebuked—Influenced for good,
yet not bettered—The enemy waits and seems to will—A wicked and profit-
less choice—The Martyr’s crown

HE fame of Jesus’ deeds and the mission of the twelve caused much

stir and debate about who this great Prophet and Teaclier was.

Some said Elias, some said a prophet. Herod said it was John the
Baptist, which leads to the story of John’s deatly being narrated.

THE KING'S GUILTY CONSCIENCE. Reports of Jesus’ works
and words reached the palace and Kirg Herod’s ear. The memory
of John the Baptist’s foul murder haunted the royal mind, and he said:
It is John whom I beheaded ; He is risen from the dead.” There had
evidently been a consultation between Herod and his servants (Matt.14. ),

and this was the king’s solution of the problem. John was dead, but the
sin lived in Herod’s conscience.
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THE FAITHFUL WITNESS. John said: “It is not lawful for
thee to have thy brother’s wife.” The prophet marked out a dark and
sinful course of action which culminated in the marriage of Herod
to Herodias, the beautiful, unprincipled, and wicked wife -of Philip, his
own brother. To speak faithfully needs special grace, and has special
promises (Matt. 10. 28-30) "

HEROD'S OPPORTUNITY. The king knew that John was just '
and holy, and kept him safe (R.v.); heard him, and did many things, and
heard him gladly. Up to the point of John’s interference with the king’s
personal and darling sin Herod feared, heard, and protected the prophet,
and did many things—the one thing in particular that he ought to have
done he did not, that is, obeyed God’s word through John. To a certain
extent Herod was moved in a right direction.

HERODIAS’ HATRED. Notasudden outbreakof anger, but asettled
purpose of murder was in her black heart. She may have had a pretty face
and form, but her heart was desperately wicked (Ps. 37. 12). How much
need there is for the human heart to be purified by faith (Acts 13. g).

SATAN’S CONVENIENT DAY. The enemy bides the time, quiet,
but ready to spring. Herod, in the first case at least, is the victim. It
was the king who lost most that day. At the birthday supper he was off
his guard, and the trap was set skilifully, cunningly, cruelly.

THE PLEASANT WAY OF SIN. Herodias used her own child
for the vile purpose, causing her to dance before these men, and so
‘‘ pleased Herod, and them that sat at meat with him,” that the king
recklessly swore to give her whatsoever she would ask. How much a
poor sinner will give for pleasurte—FEsau gave his birthright for a mess
of pottage (Heb. 12. 16).

WHAT SHALL I ASK? What a dreadful thing to have a bad
adviser at such a time. Salome’s mother, had she been a good woman,
might have sought John’s liberty and life, and taught her child good,
but she was wicked and sought his death. * John the Baptist’s head in
a charger ” was the choice.

THE ENSNARED KING. Herod, bad as he was, was exceeding sorry,
and in a perplexing position which his own sin and folly had brought on
him. There was no way of escape, and because of his oath the thing was
done, 'The execution finished the transaction, and God’s faithful servant
entered into rest, one of the many who have gained the martyr’'s crown
(Rev. 2. 10).

19th May—THE BOY’S BREAD AND FISH (John 6. 5-14). Learn
Psalmn 145. 15, 16— The eyes of all wait upon Thee, and Thou givest
them their meat in due season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satis-
fiest the desire of every living thing.”

Jesus sees the people’s need, and seeks to meet it—Taking into partnership
—A committee of ways and means—The lowest estimate—The toy’s re-
sources—Accepted of Jesus—Used by Jesus—Only take—A plentiful supply.

HE story of the feeding of the multitude is one of very special inte-
rest and beauty, in which the Lord Jesus appears as the compas-
sionate and all-sufficient One who can use the smallest gifts in His
service to the blessing of the many, to their complete satisfaction and to
His own glory.

THE GREAT AND NEEDY CROWD. ‘Jesus lifted up His eyes
and saw.” It is said of His tongue that ‘“ He spake as never man
spake” (John 7. 46}, and of His eyes it may be said, He saw as never man
saw. In Matk 6. 34 we read that He was filled with compassion, for they
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were as sheep without shepherd. The deep need of man, soul and body,
has engaged the observation of Jesus in all times, “ A great company”
of many units, each unit needing a Saviour; this is the great world that
God loved, and that Jesus catne to save (Rev. 7. 9).

TEACHING THE DISCIPLES. Jesus said to Philip: * Whence
shall we buy bread, that these may eat:” Notice that WE; it is Jesus
taking them into partuership with Him in His compassion and work.
The disciples had said, *“ Send them away” (Mark 6. 36), but Jesus could
not send the hungry away empty (see Luke 1. 53). Itwas to prove Philip,
to draw him out, that Jesus thus spoke; already in His own mind all
that was to be done was clearly seen. So Philip said, *“ Two hundred
pennyworth (about £7) is not enough” for each to get a little. The
matter is beyond their means.

THE BOY'S SIMPLE POSSESSION. Andrew, ever seeking and
finding, discovered the latent talent of a boy. It wasn’t much, yet it is
wonderful that a boy could have his lunch so late in the day; he must
have been very interested to have kept it till then, Five barley loaves
and two small fishes not worth mentioning, but in the hands of Jesus
sufficient for all needs. Jesus uses what we have—Moses’ rod, Dorcas’
needle, or a boy’s bread.

THE POSTURE OF THE NEEDY. Make the men “ sit down ”—
they were to be receivers only. No need for scrambling, no command to
ask even—only sit down and take. The bread of life is not a reward, but
a gift (Rom. 6. 23) from God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

ENOUGH AND TO SPARE. “ As much as they would” take—
every man according to his eating (Ex. 12. 4); the supply is only limited
by capacity of vessels (2 Kings 4. 6). Notice the process: Jesus blessed,
and gave to His servants the disciples, and the disciples gave what they
got to the people and the people were filled, and after all were satisfied
more remained than what He began with. Truly, giving doth not im-
poverish Him, therefore we need not fear to take freely (Rev, 22. 17).

26th May.—BREAD FROM HEAVEN (Exodus 16. 11-36). Learn
John 6. 51—**1 am the Living Bread which came down from heaven ;
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread
that I will give is My flesh, which I will give dor the life of the
world.”
Grumbling, not asking—Gracious giving—Good giving - Great giving—
The more gracious gift—The better gift—The unceasing eternal gift.
H OW the great company of over two millions of people, young and
old, were supplied with bread suited to their need, freely, abund-
antly. and constantly, is the subject setapart for study now. We should
here learn much of the power, wisdom, and love of God to the pilgrim
band, and turning to Jesus see an incomparably greater display of the
same.

TRIAL REVEALS CHARACTER. In the wilderness and shut up
to dependence on God is real trial to the flesh; every difficulty is fresh
occasion for murmuring, and new opportunity for display of God’s grace
and power. ‘I have heard yaur murmurings,” the song of triumph at
Red Sea deliverance is supplanted by the grumble of unbelief—they soon
forgot (Psalm 106. 13). 'The cry of distress does not offend God (Psalm
50, xs)); but the voice of the murmurer He is displeased with (1 Cor.
10, 10).

GOD’'S GRACIOUS RESPONSE. “ Ye shall be filled with bread,
and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God.” The gift should in-
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crease the knowledge about the Giver (Deut. 8. 3); and if He gives good
to the unthankful and unholy (Matt. 5. 45), how much more is He likely
to reward those who seek right.y from Him (Matt. 7. 11). .

THE QUALITY OF PROVISION MADE. ‘ Bread from heaven”
(verse 4), and in Psalm 103. 40, * bread of heawen—heavenly in origin and
heavenly in character ; in appearance, white, purity; and in taste, sweet.
Is not this the character of Jesus, on whom the believer is privileged to
feed ? (John 6. 51).

THE QUANTITY OF PROVISION MADE. ‘An omer for every
man ”’—¢ every man according to his eating.” ‘1hey gathered and divided
out. Some gathered much, some gathered little; some were clever
gatherers, and some slower, and the time of gathering was limited ; but
when all were served none were supplied short—a beautiful picture of
Church fellowship in perfection (Acts 4. 32: 2 Cor. 8. 13.15). The Bread
of Life is the material of fellowship in the Church (1 John 1. 1, 2). Some
one has calculated that every day 4016 tons of manna were gathered,
which, at 1d. per 1b., would have cost £37,500, and this supply was
maintained for forty years !

THE TRUE MANNA, The manna of the wilderness did not give
life, nor could it prevent death—they who ate it eventually died; but
Jesus is the True Bread from heaven ; faith in Him brings life (John
5. 24) ; feeding by faith on Him sustains life (John 6. 57) ; and that life is
not temporal, but eternal (John 11. 26).

2nd Fune.—A DOG'S PORTION (Mark 7. 24-30). Learn Isaiah 42, 3—
¥ A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He
not quench ; He shall bring forth judgment-unto truth.”

Branch running over the wall—Light must shive—Heat must warm—

Loye must bless—Hindered, but not beaten —Humbled, but blessed—A dog,
but not denied-—Faith and love win the day. )

IT is very blessed to heve the Lord Jesus brought before us as He is in

this lesson, in touch with a poor, afflicted woman of an alien race,
and see His gracious way of meeting her in perfect righteousness and
yet abundant grace. On the part of the Syrophenician woman there was
found that which enabled the Lord Jesus to meet her need in a way con-
sistent with His mission.

VISITING THE GENTILES. Atthis time the Iord Jesus had dealt
faithfully with the Pharisees and Scribes at Capernaum, and rebuked
severely their formality and hypocrisy. Being rejected by them, He left
them and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, places outside of the
boundaries of the favoured land of Israel, and still occupied by the
descendants of Ham, Noah’s son, called Canaanites. This action of Jesus
is a foreshadowing of the greater turning to the Gentiles on the rejection
of the Gospel by the Jews (Acts 13. 46; Rom. 1. 11).

JESUS CANNOT BE HID. Asa doctor cannot be allowed to rest
like other men, or as honey cannot be concealed from bees, Jesus cannot
be kept from a truly seeking soul. A woman with a sadly-afflicted
daughter heard of Him, and what she heard was euough for her. With
all a mother’s love her faith was energised to seek the Saviour out—to
such Jesus does not want to be hid, from such he cannot be hid (Matt.
7. 8; Heb. 11. 6).

OBSTACLES IN THE WOMAN’'S WAY. How much in and
around the wotnan there was to hinder her! She was an alien, brought
up in a heathen land; she had no invitation or promise given to her;
when she came and fell down at Jesus’ feet He did not answer her ; when
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she kept on crying the disciples would have her sent away (Matt. 15. 23);
then, to crown all, Jesus called her a dog, with no right to anything. It
is always thus in greater or less degree in the way of faith (see Mark 2.
4; Luke 19. 3, &c.).

THE WOMAN'’S FAITH—ITS CHARACTER AND VICTORY.
Her faith was loving, her daughter’s trouble moved her heartily: it was
reasonable, for she thought that what others had got she might; it was
reverent, for she bowed at Jesus’ feet; it was persevering, she would not
easily give in; it was great, for it counted crumbs a feast and enough;
and it was victorious, for she got all she desired, and restored her daugh-
ter to her.

oth Fune—THE GOOD BSHEPHERD (John 10. 1-17). Learn John
1o. 11— am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His
life for the sheep.” ’

The right way, and those who cannot take it—The right way, and One
who did take it—The robber’s object and work— The Shepherd’s object and
work~ The Door for the sheep—A place of safety—A happy flock.

HE familiar parable of the Good Shepherd is now our theme—it will

be tound brimful of suggestive figures and giving lovely views of

the ways and work of the Lord Jesus Christ as well as warning, descrip-
tion of wolf, thief, and robber, and their manner and aims.

THE ROBBER'S WAY. There is a right way and a door-way of
access to the sheep. God, to whom the flock belonged, made the door-
way to the fold, and marked out the character of the Shepherd. Those
not having that could not enter by the door; instead, they “climbed up”
some other way. Some things lie at the threshold of God’s kingdom:
“Ye must be born again™ (John 3. 3, 7), and ““ Except ye be converted,
and become as little children” (Matt. 18. 3). Education, classics, training
may be good in their place. but they are not the door-way, and apart
from the proper way are * climbing up.”

THE ROBBER'S AIM. To get something; to steal and Lill. It
need not be cash; it may be many things; but this broad principle
holds good--it is not to give, but to take.

THE SHEPHERD'S WAY. He enters by the door. It is a lowly
way-——on the level by which the sheep enter; sweet hint here of incar-
nation (John 1. 14; Hebh. 2. 14; Gal. 4. 4, 5); by the manger path. Jesus
did not climb ¢ up,” but came ‘“ down ” even to the death of the Cross.

THE SHEPHERD’S AIM. 'To give /ife to the sheep at the cost of
His own (verses 10, 11); to stand between them and the wolf; to call His
sheep by name; to lead them ; to feed them; to fold them (see Psa. 23).

THE SHEEP'S DOOR. Jesus had spoken of the Shepherd’s door-
way ; He now speaks (verse 7) of the Door of the sheep. It is Himself—
no one and nothing else. A very homely figure, but very suggestive. A
door is made and provided to admit; all admission to God and heaven is
by Jesus (John s54. 6). Jesus said, “THE Door ’—there is none other.
Some doors are marked ‘“ private' ; this One is marked ““ any man,” and
those who enter are ‘“ saved.” Notice it is not those who go past it, or
those who know about it, or those who think about it, or those who sit
at it, but those who enter it are saved.

ONE DOOR,; ONE FOLD, ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD.,
What a happy picture! all round Jesus and Jesus only. He said, “There
SHALTL be,” and it shall be, though we see it not now (Heb. 2. 8). This
is a purpose (Eph. 1. 10) as well as a promise, which will surely be
fulfilled.” Happy all who share in it.
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Qutlines of Scripture Studies.

THREE LOOKS. THREE FEATURES IN GOD’S LOVE.
Look to Jesus for salvation Is. 45.22 | Pity Isa. 63. 5,8, 9; Ps. 103. 13
Look at Jesus for sanctification Kindness Isa. 54, 8; Hosea 11. 4;
Heb. 12. 2 Matt 5. 45, 7. 11
Look for Jesus for glorification Satxsfactlon Zeph. 3. 17; Isa 62 4 5

Phil. 3. 20 rR. M.

JEHOVAHW IN HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MEN
AS SERN IN PSALM 103

As Pardoner—He forgiveth all my iniquities - - - verses 3, 10, 12
As Redeemer—He redeemeth my life from destruction - - verse 4
As Physician—He healeth all my diseases - - - verse 3
As Benefactor—He satisfieth my mouth with good thmgs - verse §
As Judge—He executeth righteousness for all that are oppressed verse 6
As Chastiser—He will not keep His ancer for ever - verse 9
As Father—He pitieth them that fear Him - - - - verse 13
As Creator—He knoweth our frame - - - - - verse I4
As King—His kingdom ruleth over all - - - - - - verse I9
As Covenant-keeping God—His mercy is fromeverlasting to
everlasting - - - - - - verses I7, I8 E.A.H.
¢“IGNORANT BRETHREN."" CHRIST, THE TRUE ONE.
Seven things about which brethren | 1 The true Light - - Jobnr.g
are exhorted not to be ignorant. 2 The true Bread- - John 6. 32
1 Fruitbearing - -Rom. 1. 13 | 3 The true Vine - - John 15. 1
2 SO_d;FIe?sipf% - -1 (C30r~ 10.1 | 4 The true God - I John 3. 20
3 Spiritual gifts - -1Cor.12.1 ; : i
4 Confidence in God 2Cor.1.8,9 g ’;r?ixltn?% II}ev. 3. 14
5 Reunion of saints 1 Thes. 4. 13 aithful and True - Rev.19. 11
6 Cutting off of Israel Rom. 11.25 | 7 Just and True - - Rev. 15.3
7

-

Faithful promises 2Pet.3.8 HyP. ' We know that Thou art true. j.A.
HINTS FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS.
Make the Holy Scriptures (zof what you feel or experience)
your sole authority for your justification, forgiveness, and

hope of glory - - - - Rom. 5.1; 1 John 2. 12; Col. 1. 27
Make the Bible your daily companion, and continual prayer
your characteristic daily habit - - 2 Tim. 3. 15-17; 1 Thes. 5. 17

Confess Christ at all times, and under all circumstances, by

words, behaviour, or by silence it may be ; do it modestly,

yet ﬁrmly - Luke 12. 8,9, 11; 2 Tim. 2. 12, 13; 1 Peter 3. 4
Do not in public relate your experience—saying how good you

are, how devoted, how holy. We are not good judges of

our own state - - - - Ex. 34. 29; Ps. 66. 16; Phil 3. 13-17

5 Never go to meetings or join in amusements where you would

~y

not like the Lord to find you Ps.17.4,5; 1 Cor.10. 31; Titus 2. 11-14
Giveupat once for Christ’ssakeall habits, all ways, all wordsunlike

theblessed Lord whosenameyoubear 1 Pet.2.11;Eph.5.1-4,13-1854.22
Be careful in the selection of your companions, rejecting any

who are not distinctly on the Lord’s side Ps. 1; Acts 4. 23; 15. 38, 4o
Never ridicule, or makescort or fun of the mistakes or foibles ot

any one, especially of the Lord’s dear people Rom. 14; Eph. 4. 2, &ec.

9 Avoid, as you would the plague, all and every form of joking,

jesting, and punning on the Word of God; yet ever be - |
cheerful, happy, and bright Fph. 5. 4; Ps. 119. 22, 63, 103, 133, &c.

10 Make it a rule never toread books or periodicals the writers of

whlch do not regard the Bible as fully inspired John 5. 44-47; &c. w.st.
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Outlines of Scriplure Studlies.

LAW AND GRACE CONTRASTED IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS,
CHRIST 1S

1 So much betfer than the angels
2 That we have a detter hope -

chap. 1. 4
n 7. I9

3 For He is Surety and Mediator of a fetzer covenant - chaps. 7. 22; 8. 6

4 Established on éefter promises
5 With detter sacrifices . -

6 Having in heaven a betfer and enduring substance - -
7 All through the blood that speaketh édezfer things than the

blood of Abel -,

TYPE AND THEME.
AGospel type in the Old Tes., being a
Gospel theme in the New (Gen. 6., 7.).
I Judgment pronounced Heb. 11. 7
(see 2 Pet. 3. 6, 7)
2 Longsuffering prevailed 1 Pet.3.20
(see 2 Pet. 3. 9)
3 Ark prepared He. 11.7; 1 Pe. 3.20
4 Righteousness preacked 2 Pet. 2. 5
5 Salvation grocured 1 Pet. 3. 20
6Resurrection grefigured 1 Pet. 3.21
7World perishedLu.17.26,27; Ju.15

chap. 8. 6
9. 23
1 10. 34

w12, 24

SPIRITUAL GROWTH.
GROW
1 Ingrace, 2 Pet. 3. 18 - The Soil
2 As a tender plant, Isa. 53. 2
Gentleness
3 As the lily, Hos. 14. 5 Purity
4 Asthecalves, Mal. 4. 2 Progress
5 Likethe cedar, Ps.g2.12 Strength
6 As the vine, Hos. 14. 7
Fruitfulness
7 Upinto Him, Eph. 4. 15 The Sun
They go from strength to strength

J. E. B,

THE DEATH OR CHRIST.
The pith and power of the Gospel are the death and resurrection of Christ.
The former is its pith,and the latteris its power. The death of Christis:

1 Real as to its Occurrence—** Christ that died”’ (Rom. 8. 34); “Christ died™
(Rom. 14. 15; 1 Cor. 8. 11). Towering o'er the wrecks of time there
is one fact that shines out in unmistakable reality, and that is the death
of Christ.

2 Substitutionary in ils Character—** Christ died for the ungodly,” ** Christ
died for us”’ (Rom. 5. 6-8). Christ was acting on our behalf that He
might protect us from the consequence of sin in dying in our stead.

-3 Definite in its Work—'* He died unto sin once ” (Rom. 6. 10); ‘¢ Christ
died for our sins"’ (1 Cor. 15. 3). His death had distinct relation to
our sin. He died to bear away our sézs, and to be judged for our szz.

4 Freeing in its Aim—** He died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him who J7ed for them and
rose again’’ (2 Cor. 5. 15). In the death of Christ we have the magnet
which draws us from self to Himself. )

§ Practical in its Purpose—** To this end Christ both d7ed, and rose, and
revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and living " (Rom.
14.9). He died that [Ie might gain us, and now we are His absolute
property.

6 Assurance of future Glory—** Who dzed for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him” (1 Thess. 5. 10). The blood-
red mark of Christ’s cross is stamped on every certificate of heaven.

7 Guarantee that our loved ones, who have fallen asleep, shall be with us in
Christ’s.coming glory—*¢ If we believe that Jesus d7ed and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him "' (1
Thes. 4. 14).. There is one ray that shall make the golden glory of Christ’s
splendour bear a rosy tint, and that is the red light of Calvary. F.E.M.

Psalm 84. 7 J.M.H.



Brief Records of Servants of God!

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature ¥ (Mark 16. 15).

“(Q the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
- ways past finding out!” (Rom. tr. 33).

Mrs. LILY GEORGE (z¢e Miss Irwin),

Wuo Diep 1N CENTRAL AFRICA ON DECEMBER 4TH, Ig0O.
G



THE FIRST GRAVE IN GARENGANZE.
LILY GEORGE (nge Miss IRWIN.)

ORN in the year 1869 in the village of Moorlough, Co.
Fermanagh, Ireland, LiLy GEORGE got a strict Presby-
terian training ; but not until she came to live in Magherafelt,
where she was employed in the local post office, was she
brought face to face with the question, ** Where shall 1 spend
eternity ?” It was on the roth April, 1889, through the visit
of an evangelist to the town, that the question of personal
salvation was first brought home to her heart; and in the
sitting-room after the meeting, as the evangelist pointed her to
Christ, she was led to put her trust in Him as her own precious
Saviour.

Next morning she was met on the stairs on going down to
breakfast by the servant, who, on hearing of her conversion,
exclaimed, “Oh, Miss Irwin, I hear you got convarted last
night, and, shure, we'll nivir see you smile agin!” but that
““happy day” was but the beginning of a smiling life, which
only ended by death itself, and yet not ended, for she has
entered eternal joy. She took a very decided stand on the
Lord’s side, and shortly after, anxious to serve her Saviour more
fully, she went as a nurse to the Royal Hospital, Belfast. There
she was well known for her faithfulness to sick ones, and used
in leading not a few to the sinner’s Saviour.

God laid the needs of dark Africa on her heart. Its teeming
millions living and dying in densest darkness without the light
-of a Saviour’s love led her to pray God to make 1t plain if He
would have her go, and the purpose soon developed, which led
to preparation for this field. After training for a time in the
Dublin Hospital she sailed with Miss Gilchrist and Miss Com-
field from Liverpool, reaching Africa in June, 1895. Spending
some time in Bihé, she pressed on in December with Miss
Skinner, reaching Kavungu in January, 1896. Mr. Cyril Bird
fell asleep a week.after their arrival. On roth January, 1897,
she sat by the dying-bed of Miss Skinner. Mr. O’Jon followed.
“The three lie under the crooked tree in the garden awaltmg the
resurrection morn.

On 15th ]uly, 1899, Miss Irwin and Mr Wm. George were
united in marriage by Dr. Fisher, leaving the same day ex route
to Garenganze. -Mweru was reached on 15th August. Settled
here, a school was opened for all who cared to come. “Ready
to every good work ” aptly describes the life of her who was a
Pheebe in our little corner of Central Africa. She felt so heavily
the burden of souls that I fear she did not rest at times as much
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The First Grave in Garenganze.

as she should after the strain of nursing and sitting by the sick-
bed of fellow-labourers. On 23rd November, 19co, she was laid
up with a bad fever; weakness increased day by day ; tempera-
ture never below 102° Fahr. A few days after she lay down she
seemed to have a presentiment that she would not recover,
and several times she would say to us, “T'm so tired ; oh! I'm
so tired. The Lord is wanting me. I think I'm going home.”
We would try to dissuade her, and say, “ No; we can’t spare
you yet. You’'ll soon get better.” During the last few days of
her fever the thought of leaving us and the work troubled her
more than the thought of death. On her last afternoon on
earth her husband was singing one of her favourite hymns, and
a favourite with the natives, * Grace, 'tis a charming sound.”
As he had finished the chorus the second time she sang faintly
the last verse in the native language :

I bupe bupe tu, “Oh! only, only grace,
Ne pano ne akwa, Down here and up yonder,
‘Wa ntora muntu muvi, Which picked me up a vile one,
Mupia wa nsangula.” And made me a new creature.”

Until the fourteenth and last day she retained consciousness,
after which she began to wander slightly. .

At 7 a.m. on 7th December, her last morning with us, Mr,
George sent over a note, saying that Lily would be going home
shortly, and asking us to come at once. We went across.
Delirium had set in, 'and although she smiled and said faintly,
“Good morning”—her last words—it was only a moment’s
consciousness. Her temperature was fully 107°, and from that
time until the time she passed into Immanuel’s Land the tem-
perature rose gradually to above 109.6° at 10 a.m., when we
knew from her cold brow and hand that night had passed for
her, and morning had dawned at last—a morning, indeed, with-
out clouds and fevers. We said good-bye to our loved sister,
whose lips, now silent in death, would speak to us no more,
whose willing hands, now cold, had ceased their loving ministry
for fellow-labourers and natives alike. We left the bed-chamber
sorrowing, ““yet not as others who have no hope,” as the poor
native women and girls flocked in to get a last look at the
peaceful face, which in life bore ever the expression of inward
joy in Christ, now wrapt in death’s pallor. How the poor
women cried, for they had lost a true sister, who loved them
for Christ’s sake.

We set about with sad hearts to prepare for the funeral next
day at 10 a.m. She had asked to be laid to rest by the side of
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her little one, alongside the Banana Avenue leading to the
Lufira River, not far from the two tall * borossus” palms that
mark the mission village, and give to it the name of *Palm
Village.” Next morning, 8th December, two Belgian officers
and twenty-five soldiers came down to pay their last respects
to one whom the captain, on hearing of her death, spoke of as
a noble pioneer of civilisation. Msidi (Dikuku’s successor),
Chinkwnkuruka, Chamunda, and other chiefs came, along with
a large following of people, including Mahanga and Kamama,
two of Msidi’s old queens and her special friends. We
wended our way sadly and slowly to the first missionary grave
in Garenganze, followed by Belgian officers, soldiers, chiefs and
chiefesses of the country, and a very large number of natives;
and before we lowered the coffin I read 1 Corinthians 15, and
spoke a word to those gathered about our sister’s life, labours,
and death, explaining that she died for the Gospel’s sake, that
they mlght be brought to Christ. God solemnised the hearts
of the hearers, and all listened with most reverent interest.
Pokanwa also spoke a word, which was listened to attentively.
Thus her active, loving labours among the Garenganze,
though ended outwardly by the rude hand of death, shall con-
tinue, and she, though dead, shall yet speak to many, amongst
whom she would gladly have laboured on; and perhaps other
sisters at home shall hear in her death the call to ““go.” Thus
Garenganze, now impoverished by her loss, shall be enriched.
“ O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are His Judgments, and His ways
past finding out!” (Rom. 11. 33). D.C.

“THE BEST MAN I HAVE GOT.”
N the Coffee Room of the town of A—-— a servant of the
Lord was sitting, on a certain market-day some years ago,
when he overheard two farmers in animated conversation.
They were discussing the merits of farm servants in general,
and their own men in particular. Qune farmer thus addressed
the other:

“I have rather a peculiar servant man just now. He is a
great hand at reading his Bible; and he prays, and goes to
religious meetings. He is one of these revival people, and
gives away tracts, and does some very queer things; but I have
this to say about him, that he is a splendid hand at his work.
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In fact, he is the best man I have got, and I am very sorry he
is leavmg me at the term.”

The servant of God, sitting there in silence, was profoundly
impressed by this spontaneous testimony by one who was
evidently a sharp man of the world. He had lstened with
great interest while the farmer described the peculiarities of
his “revival ploughman.” And he waited in suspense to hear
what the master had to say of his servant as a workman. What
he did say was eminently satisfactory. That humble witness
for Christ made it clear to the farmer that it was quite possible
to be a devoted Christian, and yet at the same time a faithful
servant of an earthly master. He thus commended the Gospel,
and adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour.

Whether the man said anything to his master personally
about eternal things we do not know. Possibly he may not
have done so, for such work requires considerable tact, and the
“way” may not have been open; but his manner of life must
have told upon his master. Nor was his light hid under a
bushel, for the farmer had duly noted the various “peculiarities”
that stamped his servant as a professed follower of Christ ; and
the net result was this, that the earthly mdster was sorry to part
with his Christian servant, and uttered behind his back this
striking commendation, * He is the best man 1 have got.”

Such testimony is .of special value when we remember that
not a few worldly people look with suspicion upon a servant
who is known as a “religious” man. They expect him to be
more or less of a hypocrite, for they may, unfortunately, have
seen cases in which a decided profession of conversion was
associated with carelessness and indolence in earthly things.
They have accordingly come to the conclusion that a man of
pronounced religious convictions must of necessity be a second-
rate man, and very likely one who assumes the cloak of religion
for the purpose of earthly gain. In this day of abounding pro-
fession we need not wonder that sharp men of the world find
occasional cause for these suspicions. Nevertheless, there is
this consolation—It is only those who are mere professors—
those who are destitute of true Christianity—that cause the
Truth to be evil spoken of, while all who possess the
genuine article are bearing daily testimony by their life that
Christianity makes a man a better man and a better servant.
Every true witness helps towards the confounding of the false.
Every day-labourer whose conversion reveals itself in his every-
day work is a living witness to the truth and power of the
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Gospel. Indeed, it nay be said without fear of contradiction
that if our religion does not operate in our secular calling, it is
not a religion that has come from above. True Christianity
will make masters better masters, and servants better servants,
and children more dutiful children. When a man acts as if
Christianity had not the slightest connection with his earthly
calling, he simply shows that he has yet to learn the AB C of
the Gospel.

Let us praise God for every professed believer who leaves
the impression on the world that *there is something in Chris-
tianity after all.” We need not be surprised if we are reckoned
“ peculiar” in things pertaining to the kingdom. That is to be
expected. But whether in the position of servants or masters,
our testimony shall be believed, if we are honestly seeking to
walk in the power of Ephesians 6. It shall then be with us,
as with Daniel of old, of whom his enemies had to say, *We
shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find
it against him concerning the law of his God.” w. s.

CoUNSELS TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS,—V,
“STAND IN HIM.”.
HEN Saul of Tarsus was brought as a lost sinner to the
feet of Jesus his first question was, * Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do?” And such is the first desire of our
souls when we find and see
“ Qur sins of crimson guilt
All washed in blood on Calvary spilt.”

The proud Pharisee was directed to go into the city, and it
would be told him. The Lord Jesus might have told bim then,
but instead sends a hitherto unknown disciple to him (Acts
9; 22. 11-16). Thus was he instructed to sTAND in the grace
that had met him. This is the first lesson a soldier gets—
to sfand with ears cpen to hear the next command.

Now, we cannot, apart from the present enjoyment of His
grace, serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear
(Heb. 12. 28 ; and connect Isa. 6.). So, in Romans 5, after
having, in ch. 4. 24, 25, stated the ground of our justification
from all things, through Christ’s death and resurrection, the
Holy Spirit goes on thus: “Therefore having been justified
by faith (in God), we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ ; and, through the same blessed One, we have had
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our access into this grace wherein we sTAND, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God” (ver. 1, 2). As if He had said:
Jesus took your place on the Cross, bore the judgment due to
you, and is now in the glory, the foreranner tor you, and the
pledge that you will also be there (Heb. 6. 19, 20 ; connect
John 14. 1-4).

Learn, then, to STAND 7z Him, for thou art in the cleft of
the Rock, for thus abiding in Him you will bear much fruit
(John 15). Like Paul, you will go and tell what Jesus can do,
because you know what He has done for you (Acts 9. 19-22).
Let Paul’'s rule be yours, “I believed, and therefore have I
spoken” (2 Cor. 4. 13), for it is out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh (Luke 6. 45). Therefore, “let the
Word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col. 3. 16), fill your
redeemed earthen vessel with the water of life, looking to God,
by the Holy Spirit, to turn the water into wine, that gladly and
happily you may serve Him, as 2z opens the way. Don't be
in a hurry, for *they that wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength.” Mary learned at Jesus’ feet, and served Him (though
later) far better than busy Martha (John 12. 7). She anointed
Him to the burying, while Martha never got the opportunity
(Mark 16. 1). And why? You will find the answer in
Psalm 119. 99. .

Of Jesus it is written: “The Lord hath opened Mine ears
to hear as the Zarner, that I might know how to speak a word
in season to him that is weary.” In the Nazareth home He
listened. For thirty years unknown én pubdlic ; John only
knowing Him there as a more worthy Man than himself (Matt.
3. 14), but soon, by the Holy Spirit descending and abiding
on Him, he knew Him as the Son of God (John 1. 32-34), and
proclaimed Him such, and as the Lamb of God. T. C

THE HONOUR OF THE CROSS.

RE we caring as much about the honour of the Cross as

we are about the honour of the Union Jack? Are we

as proud of Griffith John as we are of Lord Roberts? Are we

as ready to rejoice at the success of our missions as we rejoiced

over Mafeking? Do we pour out our money as freely for the

honour of God as for that of our country? Are we as

interested in hearing of nations being lifted up into the

kingdom of God as we have been in reading of men shot down
by our guns. H. A. THOMAS
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TRUE LOVE TO THE LORD.

[A brother sends these lines with the following note:—“I enclose a copy of
lines that were printed abeut fifty years back on sheets of paper 127 x8”, which
I bought at the Tract and Book Dep6t in High Holborn, London, near the Gray’s
Inn Road, before the Middle Row there was pulled down. I think they are worth
printing again.”—R.P.]

* Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ”
(Ephesians 6. 24).
O you love Christ? I ask not if you feel
j The warm excitement of that party zeal
Which follows on, while others lead the way,
And make His cause the fashion of the day;
But do you love Him when His garb is mean,
"Nor shrink to let your fellowship be seen ?
Do you love Jesus, blind, and halt, and maimed ?
In prison succour Him? nor feel ashamed
To own Him, though His injured Name may be
A mark for some dark slanderer’s obloquy ?
Do you love Jesus in the orphan’s*claim,
And bid the widow welcome in His Name?
_Say not, “When saw we Him?” FEach member dear,
Poor and afflicted, wears His image here ;
And if unvalued or unknown by thee,
Wheré can thy union with the body be?
And if thou thus art to the body dead,
Where js thy life in Christ, the living Head ?
And if dissevered from the living Vine,
How canst thou dream that thou hast life divine?

Sweet is the union true believers feel ;

Into one Spirit they have drunk ; the seal
Of God is on their hearts, and thus they see
In each the features of one family !

If one is suffering, all the rest are sad;

If but the least is honoured, all are glad.
The grace of Jesus, which they all partake,
Flows out in mutnal kindness for His sake.
Here He has left them for awhile to wait,
And represent Him in their suffering state ;
While He, though glorified, as yet alone,
Bears the whole Church before the Father's throne.
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THE SILENCED SONG.
Part II.

E coME Now TO, WHAT CAN SILENCE THE SAVED
SINNER’s SONG ? ‘

1. Allowed sz will do it. In Psalm 32 we have the con-
fessions of one who had lost his joy through this cause. God
loved David too well to permit him to be happy with unjudged
sin on his conscience. Israel’s gifted but guilty king looks up
and cries: * For day and night Thy band was heavy upon me ;
my moisture is turned into the drought of summer!” Andthe
Lord still deals with His own who may sin as He did with
David. Allowed sin has deprived many children of God of
their song. We trust that no reader of this article is robbing
God, pauperising himself, and stumbling his fellows by indulg-
ing in any known sin.

2. Love of and conformity to this present evil world will
speedily silence the song of the soul. Without doubt this is
the point where many make shipwreck. At conversion they
were in heart and ways separated from the world; but by
almost imperceptible steps they have in /earf slipped back into
it. There may be nothing in their conduct for which man can
reprove them ; but their song is silenced—they have lost sal-
vation’s joy.

The Jews in Babylon felt that that was not the place to sing
the Lord’s song, neither had they the heart to do it. Babylon
stands for the religlous world : the form without the power,
that which is human in its origin and nature in contrast to that
which is divine. = A correct ecclesiastical position is certainly
not the only, or even the first thing; yet it is a most important
matter for all who truly desire to please the Lord and prosper
in soul. And not a few in the present day have lost their joy
and power by going down to Babylon.

THE RESTORED SONG.

But the Christian’s lost joy can be regained ; the silenced
harp can be caused to strike up afresh. In the case of David,
already referred to, we have a notable example of this. At the
opening of Psalm 32 he is sighing and groaning over himself
and his sins ; before its close we see him glad in the Lord and
compassed about with songs of deliverance. What is the key
to this remarkable change of experience? The answer is
simple : there had been confession on his part and forgiveness
on God’s. As it is written, “I acknowledged my sin unto
Thee . . . . and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”
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The Silenced Song.

There are certain principles which run through all dispensa-
tions, and this is one of them. Now, as then, there is no
restoration of joy till the Lord’s pardon is sealed in the soul ;
and this only takes place when there is a full, frank, heartfelt
confession of the sin or worldliness that silenced the song.
And accompanying all honest confession of sin there is the
sincere determination to forsake it. ‘ He that covereth his
sins,” the inspired proverb runs, “shall not prosper; but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy”
(Prov. 28. 13).

The Lord’s dealings with His servant David, as recorded in
Psalm 132, were clearly intended to be an encouragement to
erring and repentant souls in all ages. In this connection the
marginal reading of the Revised Version of verse 6 is instruc-
tive. God’s gracious ways with the sinning Psalmist may well
embolden all backsliding ones to return, confess, and be for-
given. * For this,” he cries, “ shall every one that is godly pray
unto Thee IN THE TIME OF FINDING OUT SIN.”

The song of the worldling is easily silenced. Poverty, sick-
ness, bereavement, the prospect of death, and many other
things quickly deprive him of his joy; but abiding in com-
munion with Christ, nothing can silence our song. His pre-
sence and smile are all that we require to satisfy our hearts.

How true to life, even to-day, is the future presented in the
old psalm, “ There be many that say, Who will show us any
good?” It is not the summum bonum—the highest good—
that is asked for, but axy good—anything to bring them happi-
ness, But now as then the godly turn away from all earth’s
broken cisterns, and looking up cry, * Lord, lift Thou up the
light of Thy countenance upon us!” And the result is still
the same: “ Thou bast put gladness in my heart, more than
they nave in the time that their corn and their wine are in-
creased” (Psalm 4. 6, 7). So, if it may be with a never-silenced,
or if it need be with a restored song, we will go on our way
singing :

* Thou hast put gladness in my heart,
Then may I well be glad!
Without the secret of Thy love
1 could not but be sad.

** Saviour, precious Saviour mine !
What will Thy presence be
If such a life of joy can crown
Our walk on earth with thee?” J.N. C.
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GOD CAN DO EVERYTHING.
(2 Kings 6. 7.)
HE especial lesson that we learn from this portion is how
in a very, very, very short time God can change great
scarcity, great affliction, into completely the opposite state
of things.

And may we, beloved in Christ, gather this great lesson from
it, and have the eye steadily fixed at all times, and under all
circumstances, of whatever character they may be, on God
Himself, for our Father and our heavenly Friend is God, the
Almighty God. He is God who can do everything, everything,
everything ; this we never, never, never must lose sight of.
And this God who can do everything, is our Friend, our
dearest Friend, in whose sight we are precious, to whose heart
we are dear, exceedingly dear, and who has told us that He
will never leave us nor forsake us.

Oh, let us far more abundantly than ever, at all times, and
under all circumstances, confide in Him —GEORGE M{ILLER.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay ScuooLs, BisLE CLassEs, AND HoME REeapING.
After prayerful consideration and conferring with a number of Superintendents
and experienced Teachers regarding likely subjects to be useful in presenting
the Gospel of the Grace of God before the varied minds of our modern Sunday-
schools, we have decided to take up

“fHE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,”’

a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central ﬁgure as the
subject for *“ THE GOSPEL SCHEME OF LESSONS.” Copies of the Scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same.

16¢% Fune—TROUBLE AT BETHANY (John 11, 1-16 ; 38- 44\ Learn
Psalm 50. 15— And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will de-
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.”
‘r,\é' Love that lingereth—Love that ventured—Love that taught—Iove that
wept—Iove that ttiumphed.
HE story before us exhibits Jesus as a loving Frlend acting toward
His loved ones in the way best for their profit, using sickness and
death to lead those who knnew Him into a fuller knowledge of His person
and power. The keynote of the whole is verse 5: “ Now, Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.”

THE WISDOM THAT CONTROLLED LOVE. The message was
sent by Martha and Mary to Jesus: “ He whom 7Thou lovest is sick;”
uncontrolled love would immediately either have sent healing or gone at
once to heal; but Jesus abode two days still in the place to which hie had
retired, beyond Jordan, to escape the hatred and violence of His enemies
(John 1o0. 40). This was two days’ journey from Bethany, so that six days
had elapsed between the despatch of the message and the arrival of Jesus
on the scene.

LOVE FACES DEATH. When Jesus Sald “ Let us go into Judea
again,” the disciples were surprised, saying, ¢ Master the Jews of late
sought to stone Thee, and goest Thou thither again ?”” Yes! but fear of
death cannot hinder Him in perfect love reaching down to the help of
His own (Song of Sol. 8. 7; Rom. 8. 39). In this connection comes out
the attachment of the dlsclples voiced by Thomas: “ Let us also go,
that we may die with Him ”—no doubt a sincere, even if shallow, saying.
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Notes on Bible Lessons,

THE TEACHER AT WORK. When Jesus arrived at Bethany He
found Martha and Mary and their friends all in the dark. The sisters’
estimate of the power of Jesus is indicated by, *“ If ‘Thou hadst been
here,” as if locality was a barrier and limit to His power. ‘The centurion
of Luke 7 was further advanced, with less opportunity, for he said,
‘“ Speak only’ (Matt. 8. 8), even at a distance. Then as to time, they
spoke of *the last day’ as ‘‘the resurrection,” and Jesus said, *“[ am
the Resurrection and the Life "—not a day but a Person is life (John 14.
6; Col. 3.4; r John 5. 12). These things concerning Himself Jesus was
working towards teaching the sisters of Lazarus and us.

THE SYMPATHY OF JESUS. ‘Jesus wept.”” Though He knew
His power, and was about to display it, the Saviour’s heart beat in unison
with His suffering ones, and this found expression in tears. He Him-
self an example of the precept (Rom. 12. 15; Heb. 4. 15).

CO-OPERATION WITH JESUS. “Roll away the stone” was
something for Lazarus’ friends to do, and teaches us that we are honoured
as agents to share in God’s work, and have a part that can be done by us
(2 Cor. 5. 6, &c.) -

THE VOICE THAT WAKES THE DEAD. The voice of Jesus
(John 5, 25; 1 Thess. 4. 16), loudly sounded, reaching away into the
dwelling-place of disembodied spirits, and called back that of Lazarus
into his cold body, giving life to the lifeless, The living one is then
liberated and made to ‘‘go.” The spiritual gpplication is simple and
plain : Life, light, and liberty all low from Jesus. His word is powerful
and quick, and quickens as well as sets free (Heb. 4. 12 ; John 8. 31, 32).

237d Fune.—THE GOOD SAMARITAN (Luke 10. 23-37). Learn
Romans 5. 8—“Bul God commendeth His love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

The tester tested—The downward way—Evil company in evil ways—
Robbed and beaten—Passers-by—A person with pity and plenty for
perpetuity.

N O part of Bible narrative is more familiar or more full of pithy and

pointed truth than the story of the Good Samaritan. It was spoken
by the Lord Jesus in answer to a certain lawyer, .., a teacher of the law,
who had sought to ‘ test” the Lord by asking what it was needful to
‘*do” to inherit eternal life. To the heart-whole and self-confident the
law is the measure of doing, and the lawyer confessed that the law-keeper
must rise to the high ideal of gerfect love to God and man in order to
fulfil it. When Jesus said: ** This do and thou shalt live,” the lawyer
felt that he was left in a bad corner, so, wishing to *justify himself,”
he further asked: ** Who is my neighbour ?” ‘The lawyer’s conception
of who his neighbour was we do not know—most likely it was a very
narrow circle of selected persons who did not need anything from him;
Jesus, in the parable which He then spoke, revealed God’s idea of
neighbourly heart and neighbourly deed.

THE MAN ON THE DOWN ROAD. Probably a citizen of Jeru-
salem, for pleasure or profit bound to Jericho. The descent to Jericho is
very rapid—j3500 feet in less than twenty miles—and the road is a bad
one, infested with thieves. . The man who goes to Jericho has his back
on Jerusalem, and is typical of departure from God and the downward
path to the cursed place (Josh. 6. 26; 1 Kings 16. 34).

THE HIGHWAY ROBBERY. The path the man chose led to
trouble—he got ‘‘among thieves,” “stripped.” *‘ beaten,” left ** half-
dead.” A true picture of fallen man, spoiled, and bruised, and beaten by
Satan’s wiles and malice (John 8. 44).
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE MEN WHO DID NOT HELP. Professed law-men—a priest
and a Levite—saw the wounded man, but passed by on the other side.
The law taught that even an ox or an ass was not to be passed by as they
did this man (Deut. 22. 4). ;

THE ONE WHO DID HELP. A certain.Samaritan (John 8.48), as
he journeyed, came where He was. What the law could not do, God,
sending His Son all the way into the,scene of human need, did (Rom.
8. 3, 4). Not only reached, but raised man by His own power, and
not only supplied the need of the man’s wounds, but supplied all the
need of the man’s whole person, and that for all time till his return (see
1 Peter 4. 10 and 5. 4). A picture of the fulness of the work of Jesus.

A PRACTICAL LESSON. ‘Go, and do thou likewise.” Only
possible to those who have the Spirit of God, who have in them the mind
of Christ. Betore a man can do Christ’s deeds in Christ’s way he must
have Christ’s Spirit, and the Spirit is received by faith’s hearing (Gal. 3. 2).

3oth Fune—~THE SMITTEN ROCK (Exod. 17. 1-7). Learn John 19. 34
—* But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forth-
with came there out blood and water.”

Trial a test of character—In the wrong way and at the wrong person—
Moses’ court of appeal—An unlikely source of supply—In a typical way—
Abundance and continuity— Only once that way.

EVERY need of man is an opportunity for him to reveal what is in him

—whether he will look to the Source of every good gift and expect
supplies from Him, or look around and fret and mprmur at surrounding
circumstances. The people of Israel had found God sufficient for their
need of bread, and He supplied them well and liberaily in a way most mar-
vellous, and that experience should have led them to trust Him for the
supply of water, the want of which became clamant as they journeyed
away from the borders of the Red Sea into the terrible wilderness of Sin.

SEEKING A RIGHT THING IN A WRONG WAY. ‘“The people
did chide {strive or contend) with Moses "—that is, instead of asking the
water they needed in an expectant and humble spirit they demanded it
in a tone of insubordination and unbelief. Besides, they had not yet
learned to look higher than Moses, the servant, to God, the Giver.

THE REFUGE OF GOD’S MAN. ¢ Moses cried unto the Iord.”
Trials of faith lead to triumphs of faith; prayer is the resort of God’s
servant in every emergency; great promises have been made to those
who “cry” or ““call” (Psalm s50. 15; Matt. 7. 7).

WATER FROM AN UNLIKELY PLACE. Itis usual to dig wells
to get water, but in this case it is the high rock which is to be the source
—a flinty rock, more likely to break (Matt, 21. 44) than be broken. Is not
this the Prince of Life dying? the Rock of Ages becoming the Man of
Calvary.

THE WAY THE SUPPLY CAME. God is there—“1 will stand
before thee ” ; man is there—* Take with thee of the elders”; all in one
deed combine—that is to smite the rock so that the need of the people be
met (Micah 5. 1; Zech. 13. 7; Isa. 53. 4-8).

THE CHARACTER OF THE SUPPLY. It was abundant—the
water ‘‘gushed out” “like a river” (Ps. 105. 41). enough and to spare
(Ltéke 15) for ALL, the people, and it was continuous—it followed them
(1 Cor. 10. 4).
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

ONCE FOR ALL. 'Compare with Numbers 20, which refers to a later
date~thirty-eight years after this. Then Moses was to take the rod from
before the Lord—not the governor's rod, but the priest’s rod, and Moses
was to take Aaron the priest and to speak to the rock—a different aspect
and a different action. We know how Moses failed and suffered for it.
The spiritual lesson is important—there is no second Calvary, no more
offering for sin (Heb. 10. 18-26); there may be confession of sin (r John
1. 9!, but God is careful to make plain that only once is Christ to die.

7tk Fulv.—A RICH FOOL (Luke 12. 13-23). Learn Matt. 16, 26— For
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

No heart or ear for Jesus—Jesus’ kingdom not of this wor'd--Rightly got
may be wrongly kept—All for selff—Faith in God cures care and greed.

OUR present lesson is a very interesting view of the subject of covetous-
ness—its sin and folly, as disclosed by the Lord Jesus in connection
with His reply to a man who sought His interference in a family dispute.

THE WORLDLY MAN. Notice that the man’s request is quite out
of harmony with the time and place; he is so absorbed with desire for his
share that he interjects his request into the discourse of the Lord, What
Jesus was saying he had no ear, no heart for. He called Jesus * Master,”
but it was for his own selfish ends. . '

THE REPLY OF JESUS. Our Lord was, and is, no servant of
seekers after earthly things; no arbitrator in division of profits. His
work on earth was to give true riches, and to teach that earthly posses-
sions were not to be grasped atter (Col. 3. 2; Heb. 13. 35).

THE MAN WHO GOT RICH. We do not read that he did any
wrong thing to get rich, His ‘‘ ground brought forth plentifully ”; that
was God’s good gift (Acts 14. 17); it is likely he was a shrewd, hard-
working man. -

THE MAN’S DIFFICULTY AND RESOLVE. ‘What shall I
do?” He had such abundance that the question arose how to dispose of
his wealth. The only answer he can find is, ““ Keep it for self; spend it
on self.” He has no duties to man, no responsibility to God. There is
no limit to his days in this man’s mind. There is no eternity—no God ;
he is a fool (Psalm 14.1). Hethinks he has much goods and many days,
while he is only a tenant at God’s will (Psalm 49. 11).

THE SOLEMN CALL. God speaks: ‘ This night thy soul shall be
required of thee.” A startling interruption of the rich man’s dream ; it
is the steward being called to give account (Luke 16. 2); the leaving of all
behind ; going from temporal wealth to eternal poverty.

THOSE WHO ARE LIKE THIS MAN. ‘Sois he that layeth up
treasure for himself.” For himself is the crux of the matter. God has
other places for riches and goods than barns. The widow, the orphan,
and the poor may be made banks and storehouses (Luke 18,22 ; Pro. 19. 17).
Treasures in heaven are the best * securities ” (Matt. 6. zo0).

THE PREVENTIVE OF COVETOUSNESS. Faith in God’s care
and love. He feeds ravens, which have no barns, and adorns the fields
with lilies, which toil not nor spin; will He, then, not feed and clothe
His creatures, ‘‘ Seek first the kingdom of God ”—all these things shall
be.added. * He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom.

8. 32).
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Outlines of Scriptuve Studies.

THREE B’S. A GEM OF TRUTH.
Bag for transgressions - Job 14. 17 LET US ) THE PEOPLE
Bottle for tears - - Ds.56.8 Go forth unto Him Person
’ Outside the camp ' Place
Book for thoughts - Mal. 3. 16 | Bearing, His reproach Persecution
(An object lesson.) HYP. (Heb. 13. 13.) J.M.H.

¢ ALL OUR SPRINGS ARE IN THEE’’ (Psalm 87. 7).
THE SPRING OF :

Love—Begotten of His love to us - - - - - - 1Johng.9
Jov—For we joy in Him through our Lord Jesus Christ, in Rom. 5. 11

Whom....we rejoice with joy unspeakable and tull of glory 1 Pet. 1.8
PEACE—For He is the God of peace; we have peace with Him Heb.13.20

through our Lord ]esus Chnst, Who has gwen us His Rom. 5. 1

own peace - - John 14. 27
GrLapNEss —For He has guded us w1th gladness and put glad-

ness in our hearts - - - Ps.30 115 4.7
REejoiciNg—For He is our strength and song, and is become

our <alvation - - - - - - - Ps.118. 14
ADORATION—For of me and through Him, and to Him are

all things, to Whom be glory for ever. Amen- Rom.11.36 E.A.H.

SOME TWO’S IN 1 COR. 15. . ‘“THIS MAN.”’
The Two BODIES verses 40-44 \V:z will not have~thls MaIr: 5

The celestial ~The terrestrial Ne:ﬁ’f:ﬁ:ﬂ":";;;'lik t-hisu €19-14
The spiritual-—The natural Man _P . ¢ - John 7. 46
The Two MEN - - Vers€ 47 | Thjs Man réceiveth sinners Lu.15. 2

The first man—The second Man This Man hath done noth-
The Two ADaMS - verse 45 ing amiss - - -Lukez3.41
The first Adam—The last Adam ’Irgrw}v[no fault i 1ré thlsfl(\;/lanhlfll(l 23. 4
The Two CONDITIONS- ~ verse 53 Th:-? ugilntv}:’;SMar??s(;)rezghed 15.39
Corruptxble——Incolfrupuble .forgiveness of sins Acts 13. 38
Mortal —Immortality This Man continueth ever Heb.7. 24

The Two Imaces - verse 49 | This Man sat down at the

The image of the earthy right hand of God  Heb. 10. 12

The im1ge of the heavenly T-B. | TothisManwill Ilook Isa.66.2].4,

CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGE and CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY
Born by the Word 1 Pet. 1. 23 ... Hold forth the Word - Phil. 2. 16
Received Christ - - Col. 2. 6... Walk in Him - - Col.2.6
Christ our life - - Col. 3.4 ... Live in Christ - - Phil. 2. 21
Complete in Christ - Col. 2. 10 ... Stand complete - - Col. 4. 12
Live in the Spirit - - Gal. 5. 25 ... Walk in the Spirit - Gal. 3.2
Light in the Lord - Eph. 5. 8... Walk as children of light Eph. 5. §
Well of water inus - John 4. 14 ... Riversof watershall flow John 7. 38
Have the light of life - John 8. 12 ... Let your light shine - Matt. 5. 16
God worketh in us - Phil. 2. 13 ... Work out salvation - Phil. 2. 12
God abounds to us - 2 Cor- 9. 8.... Aboundtoeverygood work2Cor.9. 8
Have the bread of life - john 6. 51 ... Feed Mysheep,lambs John2t.15, 16
Comforted of God -2Cor. 1. 4 ... Comfort others - -2Cor. 1.4
Freely ye have received Matt. 10. 8 ... Freely give - - - Matt. 10. 8
By their fruits ye shall ... He that saith I know Him

know them - - Matt. 7. 20 ...and keepeth, &c. 1 John 2. 4 -
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Outlines of Scripiure Studies.

THREE THINGS OF SATAN’S.

Satan’s Seat, - - - - - - - - -  Rev.2.13
Satan’s Depths, - - - - - - - - - Rev.2.24
Satan’s Synagogue, - - - - - - - - Rev.2.9

SATAN’s SEAT is that upon which he sits as ‘‘ Prince of the power of
theair” (Eph. 2. 2), using his wiles and shooting his darts (Eph. 6. 16). This
seat he will yet vacate in favour of the beast (Rev. 13), and into this seat
the angel will pour the fifth vial (Rev. 16. 10).

SATAN's DEPTHS are his unfathomed resources of cunning and subtlety
upon which he daily dra.ws for the deception of mankind. In contrast to
the ““depths of Satan” working against us, we have the “‘desrths of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God” (Rom. 11. 33) working
for us. We have also ‘“the breadth, the length, and dep¢%, and the height
of the love of Christ” (Eph. 3. 18) on our side, fiom which ‘‘neither
height, nor deptt, nor any other creature can separate us” (Rom. 8. 39).

SATAN'S SYNAGOGUE (and he has many of them) are his preaching
places, where *‘his ministers” (2 Cor. 11. I5) are engaged propounding
and propagating the *“ doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4. 1). Inour Lord's
day He found a devil in the synagogue of the Jews (Luke 4. 33), but now
the devil has a synagogue ot his own. T.B.

CORINTHIAN TRIPLETS. +QOUR GOD.”

THREE GIFTS FROM CHRIST. 1 God for us, - - Rom. 8. 31
In 2 Corinthians 3. Christ is seen— | 2 God in us, - - Phil 2. .13
1 As the Lifz giving Spirit, verse 6 | 3 God with us, - - Gen. 28. 15
2 As the Liberty »s « verse 17 | 4 God before us, - Ex.13. 21
3 As the Likeness verse 18 | 5 God behind us, - Ex. 14. 19

THREE THINGS TO SAINTS. 6 God above us, - Psa. 18. 16
In 2 Cor. 4. we are to manifest : 7 God underneath us, Deu. 33. 27
1 The Zruth, verse 2. 8 God round us, - Psa, 125. 2
2 The Light, verse 6. 9 God over us, - - Song 2. 4
3 The Lzfe, verse 11.  J. K. M'E. ¢¢This God is our God.” R. L. B.
BIBLE STUDY ON THE WORD ‘‘ONE.”
1 By One man sin entered, - - - . - - Rom. s 12
2 Not One good, but God, - - - - - Mk. 10. 18
3 Not~  One righteous, - - - - - - - Rom. 3. 10
4 Not One that doeth good - - - - « Rom. 3 12
5 One thing thou lackest, - - - - - Mk, 10. 21
6 Oftend One point . . . guilty of all, - - James 2.10
7 There is One God and One Mediator, the Man Chnst]csus, 1 Tim. 2. 5
8 Offered One sacrifice for sins, - - Heb. 10.12
9 By One offering . perfected the sanctlﬁed - - Heb. 10. 14
10 But One thing is needful - - - - - Lu. 10. 42
T One thing have I desired, - - - - Psalm 27.4
12 But One thing I do, - - - - - - Phil. 3.13
No. 1 The origin of sin by one, and participation by every one.
s 2 The consequence of the first.

» 31 4. 5, 6 Supply evidence against, and verdict of every one.
s 7,8, 0 Ransom for all by ore Man.
.» 10, 11, 12 Profitable occupation for the sanctified, T.S.



brief Records of Servants of God.

“Wno through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous-
ness, obtained promises; . . . others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; . . . others had trial of cruel mockings and scourg-
ings, yea, moreover of BONDS AND IMPRISONMENT, . . . of whom
the world was not worthy” (Hebrews 11. 33-38).

“ Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us...run with patience the
race that is set before us ” (Heb. 12. 1).

N
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MANUEL MATAMOROS,
MARTYR FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IN SPAIN.
Diep 31sT JULY, 1866.
H



A SPANISH MARTYR FOR THE TRUTH.

EAR Denham Smith, when speaking of ManukL

MaTaMoros, said: * How closely he followed in the

steps of his Divine Master.” This is his best and truest

eulogy, and Eternity alone will disclose the grand results of his

faithfulness unto death in the cause alone worth living for,
alone worth dying for.

It was my great privilege not only to be in a measure the
instrument, soon after my own conversion, of drawing his
attention to the heavenly home and the Redeemer of men, but
to be in almost constant communication with him during his
brief career on earth from the day Christ was revealed to him,
and to be by the side of his dying-bed at Lausanne on the 31st
July, 1866. As near as I can calculate, from his new birth to
the time he “was not” was about eleven years. The tract
entitled “ Andrew .Dunn ” had been translated into Spanish by
Dr. Ruet, and this was the means of producing the great
change in his earthly life. I had it printed in Madrid in 1854.

I have a letter from his prison in GYtanada, where he was
confined for nearly three years. In it he says: “I am twenty-
five years of age, and, beloved brother, young as I am, never-
theless, ever since I-have had the use of my reason my life has
been one continued chain of suffering. After studying three
years in the Military College of Toledo, according to the wish
_ of my father, who was a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Spanish
Artillery, I abandoned that profession, which was so much
opposed to my tastes, and came to manage my property, con-
sisting of seven pretty good farms, at Malaga and its neigh-
bourhood. The reason of my leaving the service was through
a notable circumstance which placed me in a critical position,
even endangering my life, and came through the confession
made by a corporal in my company to the chaplain of the
regiment, who gave me much annoyance.”

He was banished from Spain and took refuge in Gibraltar.
There in a small Wesleyan chapel, where Dr. F. Ruet was
preaching, he entered into full liberty, and soon after began
the glorious work of preaching Christ in Malaga, Granada, and
Barcelona. At this latter place he was cast into prison and
brought before the magistrates. His letter describes this event :
‘ At this stage of my examination a singular episode occurred.
The magistrates believed that 1 should deny my faith, but were
mistaken. The questions and answers were as follows : ¢ Do
you profess the Catholic Apostolic Roman faith ; and if not,
what religion do you profess?’ Answer: ¢ My religion is that
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Manuel Matamoros.

of Jesus Christ ; my rule of faith is the Word of God, or Holy
Bible, which, without a word altered, curtailed, or added, is the
basis of my belief; and in this I am confirmed by the last few
sentences of the Apocalypse, and the many distinct charges of
the apostles in their epistles. The Roman Catholic Apos-
tolic Church not being based upon these principles, I do
not believe in her dogmas, still less do I obey her in practice.’
Tne Tribunal appeared astonished at these words, and the
Judge said to me: ‘Do you know what you are saying?’
‘Yes, sir,” I replied, in a firm voice; ‘I cannot deny it. I
have put my hand to the plough, and I dare not look back.’
The Judge was silent, and the Tribunal rose.” He was sen-
tenced to go and stand his trial at Granada, and was there con-
fined in the Carcel de la Audiencia for nearly three years.

In this same letter he writes: *“QOur mission, my dear friend,
is not, and has not been, to separate believers from the Church
of Rome; it has been to bring souls out of the Roman dark-
ness, and from Atheism and indifference 7o the Anowledge of
Clhrist; to gather together intelligent and evangelical congre-
gations ; in a word, to form Churches worthy of God.”’

Where we get the best insight into the loving nature of
Matamoros is from the letters he wrote from the prison during
the weary months of his confinement—about one every week
during about 150 weeks. But the sorrows he suffered were
shared by other Spaniards who were in the same prison at .
Granada—one Alhama, a hatter by trade, and a citizen of that
ancient Moorish town ; another named Don Miguel Trigo.
Eighteen persons were arrested at Malaga—three out of one
family, the father, mother, and son, five little children being
left wholly unprovided for. They were arrested at dead of
night, and were carried off to a dungeon. The days of dear
Manuel were by no means spent in idleness. On the con-
trary, an activity almost unparalleled seemed to animate him.
In one of his letters, received at this time, after he had been
over a year in prison, he says: ‘1 have just received my cor-
respondence—one long and eminently consoling letter from
Mrs. Tregelles, the enclosed notable one from Miss Whateley, .
three from Gibraltar of importance, four from Malaga, and one
from Barcelona. These have come by this morning’s post, and
I hope for some by the eveniny’s delivery.”

In another letter after his sentence to the galleys, he writes :
“1 read in the Book of Life that the Lord knew that His hour
had not yet come ; that He knew when it had come, and that
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Manuel Matamoros.,

He advanced, as it were, to meet His fate, although it was one
of anguish. I have given myself entirely to God, through the
most sweet Name of Jesus. I am His! He will open the
door of my prison if He sees it meet for me and for all.”

In the beginning of the year 1863, after passing some time
in England, I had a call to go again to Spain on a new
engineering engagement. Up to this time I was only acquainted
with Matamoros by correspondence, and bad never seen him;
but on arriving at Madrid [ at once started’in the diligence for
Granada, and on arriving there went straight to the Carcel de
la Audiencia. The jailor who had before been so cruel to
Matamoros, was now his great friend, as through his prayers
his wife had been delivered from a virulent attack of typhus.
Hearing that I was M.’s great friend, I was at once admitted
into his cell, and we were soon in each other's arms. I was
alarmed at the sickly appearance of dear Manuel, as he looked
haggard and hungry. I proposed to the jailor to allow me to
bring in a nice dinner from the hotel instead of the prison fare,
of which he could eat but little, so when it arrived, I, and his
mother, and he himself sat down, and he appeared to eat with
pleasure and appetite, and when the meal was over he exclaimed,
“ I really have eaten more to-day than I do in a week,” and he
appeared to be all the better. After dinner I proposed to him
to have the two prisoners down from the cell above, and to
celebrate with his mother the Lord’s Supper behind the prison
bars, and in the cell flagged with stone. It was a time never
to be forgotten. He read the 8th of Romans, his favourite
chapter, and prayed with a fervency I was quite a stranger to.
He so threw himself into the delightful exercise, as he termed
it, that he generally arose in a perspiration. I soon bhad to
leave this sweet saint, and as I walked down the hill he looked
through his prison bars waving his handkerchief. Three years
after he was called up higher from Lausanne, where he was
buried. W. GREEN, C.E.

‘Two editions of ““ The Life of Matamoros’’ in book form having been exhausted,
an Abridged Edition has now neen issued at 2d., post free.]

THE THREE ONES.

ONE life to live,
One heart to give,
One voice of praise
We ought to raise
To God, the three in one. R. M, JR.
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COUNSELS TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS—VI,

HOW TO BE HEALTHY, AND GROW.

By THoMAS D. W, MUIR, Detroit, Michigan.

G HERE are some things that are necessary to good, healthy

" physical life and growth ; and, in a sense, the same may
be said of the soul-prosperity of the child of God. Good air,
plenty of sunshine, wholesome food, proper exercise, are all
essential items in the bill of fare of one who would thrive
physically or spiritually. Now, the leginning of all spiritual
life is to be BoRN OF Gob. There is no progress in the divine
life until this has taken place. This is the beginning. Unless
one is born of God, there is no life of God, and unless there be
the life of God, there can be no progress in the things of God.
Religiousness there may be, and it may be called Christian
work ; but, even as Nicodemus had to learn that “that which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit -
is spirit, marvel not that I said unto thee,” said the Lord, * Ve
must be born again.” And when one is born of God, they are
made partakers of the divine life—they need new conditions
suited to the new life imparted to them.

WHOLESOME FooD. This is needed. One cannot thrive
without it. The things that fed the o/ life will not feed the
new. - Therefore, says the Spirit of God, * As new-born babes,
desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby ”
(1 Peter 2. 2). God has given His Word, and therein you may
find bread for the soul’s hunger, water for its thirst, wine for its
heaviness, milk for its weakness (Isaiah 55). Therein is
ministered Christ, who is the Bread of God (John 6). Its pure
words are the finest of the wheat, and honey out of the Rock
(Psalm 8:. 16). Job esteemed it above his necessary food ;
David declared it was sweeter than honey, and more precious
than gold ; and Jeremiah made it his own—he ate it. Young
Christian, go thou and do likewise.

Goop Atr. Here is another essential to good health, - If
you live in a worldly atmosphere, you will find the air bad for
the spiritual life. The new life is heavenly, and needs a
heavenly atmosphere on which to thrive. If born of God, you
are iz the world but not ¢f it (John 17). Learn to be this
practically. I heard of a young Christian man in a mercantile .
establishment, who so lived before his master and fellow-
workmen that the master said to a friend, “That is the strangest
man I ever knew; the only time he seems to be of this world is
on Saturday, when he comes to get his pay.” He walked
before them as a heavenly man. There is such a thing as being
busy with the legitimate duties of this life, and yet to be
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How to be Healthy, and Grow.

dwelling in the love of God. *Keep yourselves in the love of
God,” says John. Oh, to know more of the enjoyment of that
love day by day! It is a healthy atmosphere, and promotes
spiritual growth. There we have the sunshine of His face,
the joy of His presence, the bliss of communion, of which this
world knows nothing,.
. PrROPER EXERCISE is also indispensable. Many Christians
are stunted in their growth through lack of this. There is the
exercise of prayer. “1 give myself unto prayer,” said the
Psalmist (Psalm 109. 4), and we never knew a young Christian
to thrive without it. It has been called the * Christian’s vital
breath.” The Lord Jesus, as the dependant Man, was often in
prayer. And the history of the early Church, as given in the
Acts, is a history of prayer and the wonders accompanied by
those men of prayer. With the decline of prayer, came the
decline of godliness and power. Exercise unto good works is
also commendable. Unto this we have been created (Eph. 2. 10).
We are to be careful to maintain them (Titus 3. 8). We are to
be zealous of good works (Titus 2. 15). That was one of the
reasons for which Christ gave Himself for us. The Lord
Himself grant grace to every young Christian that they may in
every possible way seek to serve Him who died to make them
His own. Don’t forget He is worthy of our best—our all.
With these four things true of them, the prosperity of any
one is secured. 1st. Being born of God. 2nd. Living on the
Word of God: 3rd. Dwelling in the enjoyment of God’s love.
And 4th. Exercising oneself to prayer and good works. More
might be said about a godly walk and other things, but all this
is included in what has been written.

THE ELEMENTS OF HEAVENLY BLESSEDNESS.
By the late THOS, NEWBERRY, Editor of Z%ke Hnglishman's Bible.
N Matthew 16 and Mark 8 the Transfiguration is stated to
be ‘“after six days,” bringing us to the sevenTH day,
typical of millennial, earthly rest. But in Luke it is “about
an eight days after these sayings,” thus connecting us with
the eighth, or resurrection day, as foreshadowing the heavenly
and resurrection rest of the saints of God.

In Matthew and Mark the orRDER in which the disciples are
named is, ¢ Jesus taketh with Him Peter, and James, and
John,” and this is emblematic of the three remnants of Israel
during the great tribulation and last week of Daniel’s seventy
weeks, - Peter and James represent the two slain remnants, James
those slain at the beginning, and Peter those who subsequently
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The Elements of Heavenly Blessédness.

suffered (Rev. zo0. 4, 5), and John, the type of those who'are
brought through the tribulation into the millennial kingdom.
But in Luke the order is disarranged ; it is there stated Peter,
John, and James, because the three dlsc1ples in Luke typify
the risen saints.

In Luke we have Christ as the Son or MaN, and hence His
dependence on His heavenly Father and on the Holy Spirit
especially noted, in His habit of prayer; He “went up into
the mountain to pray. And it came to pass (G7.) as He
prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His
raiment was white and glistering” [flashing as lightening].
This is the FIRST element of HEAVENLY BLESSEDNESS, the con-
templation of the Son of Man in His Divine and heavenly
glory, for THEN we shall see Him as HE 1s, and be conformed
to His image.

#¢ And, behold, there talked with Him two men, which were
Moses and Elias [Elijah], who appeared in glory.” These two
men may be regarded as representing the law and the prophets,
or perhaps more especially as types of the RAISED and CHANGED
saints, for Mosks died and was buried, and ELijan was
caught up without dying, but both appeared in glory. This we
may notice as the sSEcoND element of blestedness, FELLOWSHIP
with the GLORIFIED REDEEMED, who are represented in the
Revelation by the four-and-twenty elders and the four living
ones.

These two men are seen talkmg with Jesus, and we are told
that the subject of their conversation was the decease [depart-
ure] He accomplished at Jerusalem. This is the THIRD
element of blessedness, communion with the risen Christ
respecting those wondrous scenes of the crucifixion and
Calvary, learning deeper, fuller lessons of the wonders of the
Cross from the very lips of the Redeemer Himself, and the
secrets of the communion between the Father and the Son, and
the witness of the Spirit, during those solemn hours.

We now meet with a fourth element which does not appear
in the accounts of Matthew and Mark, the men that were with
Jesus * were HEAVY wITH SLEEP ; and when they were ruLLy
AWAKE they saw His glory, and the two men that stood with
Him.” Thus, TYPICALLY, these three men take their place in
RESURRECTION.

While Peter spake, not knowing what be said, “ There came
a cloud (Matthew adds “ bright”), and overshadowed them ;
and they feared as they entered into the cloud ;” this gives us
a fifth element of heavenly blessedness, the manifestation of
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The Elements of Heavenly Blessedness.

Divine glory in the Shekinah, and the fellowship of the
redeemed in that glory; for * He that dwelleth 1n love dwelleth
in God, and God in Him ” (1 John 4. 16).

Then, sixthly, we notice the fellowship of the Father with
the Son, and His delight in Him. ‘ And there came a voice
out of the cloud, saying : This is My beloved Son ; hear Him.”
Peter refers to this in his second epistle, first chapter: “ For
we have not followed cunningly devised fables when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His majesty. For He received
from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such
a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son,
in Whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from
heaven we heard when we were with Him in the holy mount.”

We next take notice of the language of Peter, which, though
out of place in connection with the vision of heavenly glory, is
dispensationally true, for while the risen saints are keeping
their eighth day, or resurrection sabbath in glory, the mil-
lennial saints will be keeping their seventh day eternal rest;
they will be celebrating their feast of Tabernacles, or feast of
ingathering at the year’s end, the seventh day, sabbath of
created rest.

ENTHUSIASM.

An Example cited by C. H, SPURGEON in Edinburgh years ago.
OU may depend upon it that enthusiasm is a liberal
education for a Christian—I mean that nothing makes
a man so quicksighted and intelligent in the service of God as
enthusiasm. This incident came under my notice a few weeks
ago: Two of our members, working men, one of whom has
been a famous runner, and won many running-matches, are
accustomed, as they say, to hunt in couples for souis. One of
their forms of labour is for one to go on one side of the street,
and oneé on the other, on a Sunday morning, in those parts of
London where Sunday trading is carried on to the greatest
extent. One Sunday morning one of them was giving a tract to
a person, as the other was crossing over to join him, to com-
municate with him on seme subject. The man who received
the tract was crossing the road, and as the second friend passed
him he heard him say, with oaths, * What is the use of giving
me these tracts? I shall be in hell in an hour” He said to
his fellow-labourer on reaching him, *Did you hear what that
man said?’ ¢No, I did not notice.” ¢ He appearéd very wild,
and talked of being in hell in an hour ; he is either insane, or
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Enthusiasm.

he is about to commit suicide.” ¢ Do you think so? we will be
after him.” They followed him, and the first one on coming
up to the man, said to him: * What did you say when you got
that tract?’  ‘That’s no concern of yours; mind your own
business,” was the reply. *Yes, it is our business, for if T am
right, you said- that you should be in hell in' an hour.” " fYes, I
did say so; this world is worse than hell, and I’ll be out of it
in an hour, ‘No, you shan't ; I mean to stick by you.” ¢ What
do you mean?’ ‘I mean that [ won't go away from you for
an hour, go -where you may.” The poor creature succumbed,
and the godly friends took him into a coffee-shop, and gave
him a good cup of coffee and a breakfast. The man felt less
like suicide after that. Mark you a good breakfast is a fine
foundation for a pror, starving wretch to hear the Gospel upon.
The poor man had tasted nothing for three days, and had
walked the streets all night. Hence his despair, and hence an
unfitness for sermons. These friends wisely felt that they must
first feed his body, and then they brought him into the Taber-
nacle with them. After the sermon was over their poor patient
looked a little more hopeful, and the soul-doctors thought it
best to repeat the dose of solid nutriment.. They took him to
a house where they were accustomed to dine, in a humble way,
and he shared their meal. He was in a class in the aftcrnoon,
and in the evening they brought him again to the Tabernacle;
it pleased God to touch the poor man’s heart, and bring him to
a knowledge of himself and his Saviour. Then he began to be
communicative, and it appeared that he had left his wife for
four or five months, and had been living a life of dissipation,
sin, and poverty. He gave the name and address of his wife,
in the North of England. She was written to. His fare was
paid home ; and after he had gone back a letter came from his
wife, saying that she had been always praying for her hushand,
who had been an awful reprobate, and had at last run away
from home. Then she thought it was all over with him; but
God had designs of love, and now he had become a Christian,
and had sat at the Lord’s table with her. She did not know
what to say, her heart was so full of gratitude to God.” Now,
if my two friends had not been so enthusiastic they would
never have heard what the man said when he got the tract, or
if they had heard it they would have pissed it by without
notice ; but enthusiasm clears the ears, and these men, who
had become enthusiastic for Christ, heard sharply, and acted
promptly, and the best results followed. T pray God that we
may have that enthusiasm.”
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CRUMBS FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS.
Selected by ALEX. MARSHALL,

THE thickest cloud brings the heavest shower of blessings.

Those very circumstances which make unbelief despond are
meat and drink to faith.

Never go to the Word of God to find your opinions in it.

Our faith is greatly strengthened when we are brought to see
that no arm but God’s can help ; no wisdom but His can guide;
and no love but His can satisfy.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay ScuooLs, BIBLE CLassEs, AND HoME READING.

“THE PRECIOUS WORDS AND PERFECT WAYS OF JESUS,”
a selection of Gospel Pictures in which the Lord Jesus is the central figure as the
subject for *“ THE GOSPEL SCHEME oOF LESSONS.”” Copies of the Scheme will be
sent free to any Superintendent or Teacher who applies for same,
14th Fuly~A FREE SUPPER (Luke 14. 15-24). ZLearn Isaiah 5. 51—
‘“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and
milk without money and without price.”

Great and good—The time of preparation of the supper—The time of
preparation of the guests —T'00 busy, too happy to come—* Whosoever will”’
may come—The included—The excluded.

N a Sabbath Day, as Jesus sat at meat in a Pharisee’s house, He
spoke of rich recompense of the poor man’s friend in the resurrec-

tion of the just. This led one who was bresent to say, ‘ Blessed is he
who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.” In reply Jesus spoke the
parable which is the subject of our present lesson, in which it is taught
that this blessedness is within the reach of many favoured ones who will

never enjoy it, and that many unlikely ones will be partakers of that
which the others despised.

THE CHARACTER OF THE SUPPER. It was great, and many
were bidden ; its greatness a reflex of the Person who gave it. Only One
who had immense resources could make sufficient provision, and only a
good One would think to spend it on others.

THE INVITATION. Notice there had been the declaration of the
intention, and the call to expectation and readiness while the preparation
was being made, a leading up to the arrival of the servant with the
invitation. This is just the history of the way of God with His people,
all leading up to the fulness of the times when the Gospel call came to
bring men into enjoyment of all that God did and provided.

THE BIDDEN ONES' EXCUSES. Three sample excuses are
given, while they ALL began with agreement of motive and spirit to
decline. The landed proprietor had a piece of ground, which he had
bought, to see, showing himself a very strange purchaser to buy before

szeing; the farmer had five yoke of oxen to prove—surely that could
wait; and the newly-married man was rightly attached to his wife; but
God’s claims are higher than-business or pleasure (see verse 26),

THE EXTENDED INVITATION. The refusal of the favoured
ones is made occasion for the blessing of a larger and more needy class
of people (Rom. 11. 11, 12). “‘Out quickly ” into streets and lanes (near
at hgnd), and hlghways and hedges (farther off, outwith the city’s limits),
is now the Lord’s command. (See Mark 16. 15; Luke 24. 27; Eph. 2. 17).
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE EXCLUDED ONES. ‘ None of those men who were bidden
shall taste of my supper,” is the fiat, and that not because they were
thieves, or drunkards, or murderers, or even reputed sinners, but because
God’s great provision was lightly esteemed and neglected (Heb. 2. 3),
and His purposes thought of less consequence than their own plans,
and projects, and pleasures. How much they lost in being excluded!
‘“ Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb” (Rev. 19. g). ‘‘Come, for all things are now ready.”

There falls therefore to be noted (1) The Grace of the giver; (2) The
greatness of the gift; (3) The folly of the bidden; (4) The opportunity of
the needy; (s) The capacity of the reception-room; (6) The happiness of
the included ; (7) The loss of the excluded.

21sf Fuly—LOST SHEEP AND LOST SILVER (Luke 15. 1-10).
Learn Luke 19. 10— For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.”

Jesus drawing sinners—The murmurers—Men's regard for their property
—Jesus’ regard for men’s souls— Love for individuals—Full salvation—Seek-
ing and sweeping—]Joy of God’s salvation.

LUKE’S fifteenth chapter is a familiar part of God’s Word, yet it never

fails to interest and bless the belidving reader, and gives the teacher

a powerful theme in the presentation of the Gospel of God’s Grace. I[n

its threefold parables we see the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in beaute-

ous action toward sinners strayed, lost, degraded, and penitent.

THE ATTRACTED AND THE REPELLED. 'Two classes appear
in the opening verses—publicang'and sinners drawing near to Jesus to
hear, and Pharisees and scribes murmuring, saying, ‘‘This Man receiveth
sinners,” The voice of Jesus does not repel those who have any sense of
need —these * draw near to Him ;” He bids them come (Matt. 8. 28;
John 7. 37; John 6. 37). Itis the rich and full that He sends empty away
(Luke 1. 53). The murmurings of the Pharisees and scribes drew forth
three parables, of which two are before us now.

THE REASONABLENESS OF JESUS' WAY. “What man or
you,” in similar circumstances, would not act the same way? It might
not be men, but sheep (of far less value), which being your property and
esteemed by you, would be sought for by you.

THE MINUTENESS OF JESUS WAY. ‘One sheep” out of
one hundred is sufficient to set the Shepherd in action. Comparatively,
the ninety and nine are of secondary importance, because they are safe
in the Shepherd’s fold and under the Shepherd’s care; these He leaves
not uncared for while He set out to find the * one’ that waslost.

THE COMPLETENESS OF JESUS' WAY. ‘ Until He find it.”
Wherever it was, in its ““ far-off’ place, in death’s dark valley, ¢ under
the curse” (Gal. 3. 13. Eph. 2. 17). But the finding of the sheep is not
the end of the Shepherd’s work; there remains the carrying of it
“HOME” (John 14. 3). How much lies under that word ‘ home "—the
place where Jesus is, God is, the redeemed are. Joy now over one, joy
by-and-bye over myriads brought home (Psa. 22. 5; Heb. 2. 12, 13).

THE WOMAN AND HER SILVER. Ten pieces she had, ten she
got, and ten she valued. Jesus speaks to male and female ; His teaching
suitable to the experience of both. This woman's husband probably it
was who gave her ten pieces. Itwould not do to meet him saying, ‘‘One
is lost ” (John 17. 12), so she lights a candle, gets a broom, and sweeps
and seeks * diligently” until she finds it. Then having fcund it, her
work is done and joy ensues, Notice the action : a sense of loss, need of
light, use of'means, and perseverance in her work till it is crowned with
stceess.
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

THE FRUIT OF CHRIST'S WORK. ¢ Joy in heaven’—the place
of joy made more joyful, the blessed God finding pleasure in a saved
sinner, the angelic host beholding and admiring the character of God
revealed (Eph. z. 7 and 3. 10).

28th FJuly—THE BRAZEN SERPENT (Num. 21. 4-9). Learn John
3. 14, 15—*“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life,” ’
A weary way and wearied people—Speaking against God instead of
crying to God—Forgetting good -Chastisement— Repentance ~ Mercy—Lite
through looking.
OLD TESTAMENT Scripture contains no more direct and unmistak-
able shadow of the Lord Jesus Christ and His sin-offering work
than the portion now under our notice. We have the direct word of the
Lord Himself instructing Nicodemus in the typical meauning of that
scene so long before enacted in the wilderness on the borders of Edom.

THE OCCASION OF THE TROUBLE. “The soul of the
people was much discouraged because of the way.” Nearly forty years
had been spent in wilderness wandering; they had just been refused
passage through Fdom, and a fresh journey round it was necessary to
reach the promised land. All the mercy that they had known in the
wilderness seemed small in view of their weary stAte. Faith and patience
are needed for endurance (Heb. 10. 35, 36). :

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SIN. “ The people spake
against God and against Moses.” Their distress found vent in murmur-
ing reproaches, though every morning had brought bread from heaven,
and water flowed ever from the smitten rock; they were preserved, and
protected, and overshadowed, and provided for, yet they said: “Ye
brought us up to die.” This was blind unbelief and vile slander. They
also said about the manna: “ Our soul loatheth this light bread”; and
when we remember that this manna was God’s foreshadow of His own
Christ, the Bread of Life, we see the heinousness of the speech (seeJno. 6.48).

THE NATURE OF THE PUNISHMENT. ‘The ILord sent fiery
serpents” among the people, and many died. “The wages of sin is
death ” (Rom. 6. 23) ; death came by the serpents, but it wds sin that was
the cause of death. All who were bitten were worthy of, and under the
sentence of death (Gal. 3. 22, 23; Rom1. 5. r2).

CONVICTION AND CONFESSION. “We have sinned;” this is
the first step towards the remedy (see Job 33.27; 2 Sam. 12. 13; Psalm
32. 5; Luke 15, &c.). Their sense of guilt and need led them to God’s
interceding Man, and through Him to God.

GOD’'S REMEDY. A lifted-up serpent (or rather the image of one)
in brass on a pole was ordained of God to be the way of salvation and
life. The Crossstands out plainly here—lifted up was Jesus, not a sinner,
but bearing the likeness of sinners (Rom. 8. 3), and for sinners bearing
sin (1 Peter 2. 24) in His own body on the tree,

HOW THE LIFE CAME. ‘Every one that is bitten, when he
looketh upon IT shall live. *The simplest possible operation is a look
(Isa. 43. 22), and EVERY ONEK that looked lived. The object to which the
eyes of the pittén were directed was IT ; there and nowhere else was life
to be found. Most important this; it mattered not who carried the
message; they had to be clear about this ‘*look ”—see the serpent, there
is life there. "So clear let our testimony be, and let Jesus be “lifted up”
in the sin-stricken camp of the world.
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

4tk August.—A LOST SON (Luke 13. ri-24), Learn Psalm 32. 5—*1
acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.
1 said. I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; -and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” '

The heart the spring of action—The Fatlter’'s house a place of liberty—-
Going fast and far—Wasting and wanting—Degraded and defiied—Heart
healing and humbling—Return and reception,,

IN a previous lesson we were engaged with a lost sheep, one out of a
hundred, and a lost piece of silver, one cut of ten. We now review
the story of a lost son, one of two. The three parables gain in intensity
and personality ; the parable of the lost son is the story of the loving
Father as well. :

WHERE THE WANDERING BEGAN. In the heart of the
younger son, his eye being on his father’s goods, and the pleasure that
the premature possession of them would yield. He was entitled to one-
third of the father’s wealth as younger son, and he wanted to have it in
his own right,away from his father’s control. The father gave him what
he asked for—the property was nothing—the heart being already in the
“far country” of estrangement. To have forcibly kept the young man
in the father’s house would have been to make that house to the son a
prison, and the father the jailor. God may give what we covet when He
knows that it is not best for us, in order that we may learn our own folly
(Psa. 106. 14, 15 ;"1 Sam. 8. 7).

GOING QUICKLY AND GOING FAR. “Not many days” and
the * far country” describe the rapidity (Isa. 59. 7) and extent (Jer. 2. 5)
of the downward way. Notice that he took ALI, thatis, he was thorough
in his selfishness; there is no indication that he ever meant to return
again.

WASTING AND WANTING. In the far country there was that
which could destroy all that the young man had got frotn his father.
Sin wastes everything worth having—physical vigour, mental power,
character, influence, time, and opportunity ; and soon it could be said he
had spent ALL,

THE LAND OF PLEASURE THE PLACE OF WANT. There
is no place so subject to famine as the,vain world, even at its best vanity
and vexation of spirit (Hccles. 12. 8). It is also a place of humbling de-
gradation ; the young man who sought its pleasures became its slave,
and a citizen of that far country made a swineherd of the man who was
a child of the wealthy father from whom he had wandered (Jer. 2. 14 ;
Isa. 2. 5),

ON THE WAY BACK. The evil began in the heart; there must
rise the thoughts which would turn the prodigal’s face and feet home-
wards, He ‘“came to himself”’ ; like one awakening out of an insane fit,
he looks at himself and his condition—that is step one. Then he recol-
lects better things—step two. He then says, ““ I will arise and go to my
father ” as a sinner, as unworthy—step three (that is repentance); and
‘ he arose and came.” .

RECEPTION, RESTORATION, AND REJOICING. The prodi-
gal’s return afforded the father opportunity to show forth the constant,
forgiving love of his heart. The kiss, the robe, the ring, and sandals are
all for the poor, foolish, sinfyl wanderer. The fatted calf, the music, and
the dance make up a picture tull of joyous vigour. They ¢ began to be
merry.”
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REPORTS AND SUGGESTIONS.

UNITED MISSION TO CHILDREN.—Mr. Walter E. Willy, in
connection with a special effort of the Superintendents and Teachers,
spent two mounths in Glasgow, having a week in most schools.  Cards
were hauded to scholars on the Sunday and distributed at day-schools
during the week previous to mission. Attendance good, and quite an
interest in salvation amongst many who stayed behind. He drew Gospel
pictures such as the Gospel bridge, ladder, two doors, &c., on paper or
blackboard. Mr. George Bennett, of York, who has had large experience
amongst young people, also spent three weeks. Many hopeful cases of
conversion.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES have been conducted, a week at a time
since the beginning of 1g9or, by Mr, Edward Soper, of Detroit, Mich., in
the following towns and cities of Canada and the U'nited States : Petrolea
and Forest, Ont.; Bay City, Saginaw, and Standish, Mich.; Akron and
Toronto, Ont.; Homestead, Turtle Creek, and Pittsburg, Pa. The method
used is that of * Object Lessons,” the school children supplying the ob-
jects, which range from a blade of grass or a faded leaf to a cleverly-
whittled sword or spear, or well-constructed house or sheep-fold.
Attendance of day-school children ranged from 10 to zoo.

FIVE HUNDRED FAMINE CHILDREN are being cared for by
Missionaries known to us in India. Besides being fed and clothed, they
are daily taught God’s Word and Gospel truths, and a few have professed
faith in Christ. . .

A brother writes from the United States as follows:—* I write you this
card to ask as to the care of a boy in India. Our Sunday School, number-
ing aboul twelve, have decided to support an orphan boy of India, and if
you will please find us oneand tell us particulars, we’ll send the money.”
If the Sunday Schools aM over would take up the care of orphan boys and
girls in the same proportion as this little American Sunday School, then
the problem as to providing for these 400 to 500 orphans would be solved.
Who will help? Mr. T. M Laren, 31 Barrington Drive, Glasgow, will
gladly supply particulars to any Sunday School, Bible Class, or interested
individual.

A TEACHERS MEETING is held monthly in Glasgow at which
the lessons in 7he Puthway are expounded by various brethren. An
interesting meeting was held in Cathcart Street Hall on Saturday, May 23,
when Mr. John Prentice, a schoolmaster, gave a model-lesson to a class;
Mr., Wm. Kyle took up lesson om ‘ Sorrow at Bethany *; and Mr. Hy.
Pickering one on ‘‘ A Dead Dog.”

“PREPARATION ESSENTIAL to Efficiency in Sunday-school
Work,” an Address at a Teachers’ Conference in Bristol, by J. L. Stanley,
of Bethesda. Notes of this excellent address have been sent us, and are
being set up for next issue.

A COLOURED NUMBER.—Boys and Girls for this month, being a
special seaside number, is printed in as £ green ink, It contains the follow-
ing articles and illustrations: The Coastguard, by T. R. D. (full-page
picture); The Visit of the Fleet, by H. E. M. (photo); Drifting, by Wm.
Luff (wash drawing); Standing on the Rock, by HyP. (woodcut of black-
backed gull); The Loss of *“ The White Ship,” by J. T. M. (etching of
ship); The Sunday-school Hxcursion (photo); Fishes—a Bible Class
Talk, by T. R. D. (engraving). A/l for One Halfpenny. School titles
added free on Fifty per month.

MID-DAY MEETINGS.—A novel feature in connection with Gospel
Camps conducted by Mr. F. . Glover and My, Wm. M'Farlane in Devon-
shire villages has been the children’s noon-day meeting. They eat their
dinner in tent, and then we have a Gospel address afterwards. Interest
manifest. Oh, formore‘ holy ingenuity’’ in seekirng toreach youngandold.
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

‘““IN LOVE.” “THE WHOLE WORLD.”

Without blame before Satan deceived

Him in love - - Eph. 1. 4 1 John s. I9; Rev 12. 9
Grounded in love - Eph. 3. 17 | God loved
Forbearing one another John 3. 16, 17; 2 Cor. 5. 19
- in love - - - Eph. 4. 2 | Christ died for
Speakmgthetruthmlove Eph. 4. 15 1]Jno.2.2;no.12.47;-1 Tim. 2. 6
Ed1fy1ng the bodyinlove Eph.4.16 | Men make choice of
Walk in love - - Eph.s5. 2 Matt. 16. 26 nyr,

THREE ASSURANCES IN ROMANS 8.
The PrROSECUTOR—Who shall lay anything to the charge - verse 33
The JuDGE—WHho is he that condemneth - - - - verse 34
The Ja1LorR—Who shall separate us - - - - verse 35 W.J.
THE TOUCH OF JESUS. THE SINNER'S POSITION.
For healing Matt. 8. 15; Lu.22.51 | No goodness - -Rom. 3. 10
For cleansing - - Luke 5. 12 | No God - - - Eph. 2. 12
For life - Luke 7. 14; 8. 54 | No Christ - - - Rom. 8. 9
For blessing - - Matt. 10. 16 | No life - - 1 John 5. 12
For strength - Luke 13. 13 | No peace Rom. 3. 17; Isa. 48. 22
For encouragemem - Rev.1.17 | Nohope - - - Eph. 2. 12
For help - - Mark 9.27 | No excuse - - -Rom. 1. 20
For deliverance - Matt. 14. 31 | No escape - - - Heb. 2.3
E.A. H. No heaven* - Rev. 21. 27 . M

GOD’S ETERNAL PURPQOSE CONCERNING HIS CHURCH (Eph. 1 and 3).
According as He hath chosen us before the foundation of the world 1. 4
According to the good pleasure of His will ; having predestined us

to the adoption of children by Christ ]esus - - - - I.§
According to the riches of His grace, wherein He hath abounded

toward us, we have forgiveness of sins. Having made known

unto us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure

which He hath purposed in Himself - - 1. 7-10
According fo the purpose of Him who worketh all thmgs after the
counsel of His own will, we have obtained an inheritance - 1. 11

He would have all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
. . . . tothe intent that . . . might be known &y the Church
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord - 3.9.I11 E.AH.

THE VARIETY OF PLACES IN WHICH THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED.

Onthestreetsof Jerusalem Acts2.14 | In an inner prison - Acts 16. 31
At the gate of the temple Acts 3. 12 ‘ In ajailor’s house - Acts 16. 32
In the council chamber i On Mars’ hill at Athens Acts 17. 22

Acts 3. 10; 5. 29 ; Intheschool 6f Tyrannus Acts 19, 9
In a chariot in the desert Acts8. 30 | From house to house - Acts 20. 20
In the synagogue Acts 9. 20; 13.14 | Before Felixthegovernor Acts 24. 24
Inthe hous= ol Cornelius Acts 10. 24 | Before King Agrippa’ - Acts 26. 1
At ariver side in Philippi Acts 16.13 | In a hired house - Acts 28:30 P.
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Outlines of Strz'ptu;e Studies.

CHRIST'S FIVE GREAT RESURRECTION *“ALLS.”
ALL HAIL, - - Matthew xxviii. 9.
ALL POWER is ngen unto Me in heaven and in earth, Go ye therefore
and teach
ALL NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe ’
ALL THINGS whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo I am with you

ALL THE DAYS, even to the consummation of the age.
Matthew xxviii. 18-20, R.V: T.B.
e A RE TS e e

His

I X John i. 7: “We walk in the light as He 75 in the light.”
communion with the Father is our’s as sharing eternal life. h

2. 1 Johniv. 17: ““A4s He is so are we in this world.” We are in a
world under sentence, but His relationship to judgment is ours, as associated
with Him, we have boldness in the day of judgment.

3. 1 John iii. z: ““We shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.”
The world will never see Him thus—they will see Him in a judicial
character and as the King, but we know Him as the second Man in glory,
the first-fruits in resurrection and the first-born from the dead, the pattern
of the kind of people God will have in the glory by and bye.

4. 1 Johni 111 3: ‘‘He that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself even
as He is pure.” The practical effect on our ways now of all these glorious
expectations to be realized at His second coming for all His saints. M.I.R.

SALVATION. IN ROMANS i. we get

1t is a Common Salvation Jude 3 1. Verse 1. The Gospel of God.
It is a Present Salvation 2. ,, 16. The Power of God.
2 Corinthians vi. 2 | 3. ,, 17. The RighteousnessofGod
1t is a Great Salvation Hebrewsii.3 § 4. ,, 18, The Wrath of God.
It is an .Efernal Salvation 5. 5 25 The Zruth of God.
Hebrews v. 9 | 6. 32. The Righteous entrance
H.S. of God (Rotherham). J. K. M‘E.

EXCEEDING GREAT AND PREMFROMISES.

The following are some of the exceeding great and precious promises
(2 Peter i. 4), given by our Everlasting Father (Isaiah ix. 6}, for the com-
fort, stability, and security ofall that believe-on Jesus to everlasting life (Jobn
v. 24), and which are mentioned in the Word of God as being ezerlasting.
Everlasting Love . - Jer. xxxi. 3 Everlasting Sign - Isaiah lv. 13

Everlasting Salvation Isaiahxlv, 17
Everlasting Righteous-

ness - - - Ps. cxix. 142
Everlasting Covenant Isaiah lv. 3;

2 Sam. xxiii. §
Everlasting Kindness Isaiah liv. 8
Everlasting Joy Is.xxxv.10;Is.1i. 11
Everlasting Consolation 2 Thess.ii.16
Everlasting Way - Ps.cxxxix. 24
Everlasting Remem-

brance - - Ps. cxii. 6

Everlasting Children Eph. i. 4, 5
Everlasting Life - John vi. g7
Everlasting Light - Is. Ix. 19, 20
Everlasting Mercy Ps,ciii. 17;cvi.1
Everlasting Arms  Deut. xxxiii. 27
Everlasting Strength Isaiah xxvi. 4
Hverlasting Kingdom 2 Peter i. 11;
¢+ Psalm cxlv. 13
Everlasting Testimonies Ps. cxix. 144
Everlasting Word - Isaiah xI. 8
Everlasting God  Genesis xxi. 33

¢ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever® (HeD. xiii. 8).


2Th5ss.il

Brief Records of Servants of God.

“\WHENSOEVER I take my journey into Spain, I will come to
you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought
on my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled
with your company” (Romans 15. 24)-

“And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come
in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ” (ver. z9).

ALBERT R. FENN,

For TWENTY-ONE YEARS MIS$IONARY IN SPaIN. DIED 3rRD AUG., 1896.
1



TWENTY-ONE YEARS IN SPAIN.

LBERT ROBERT FENN was a native and freeborn
citizen of London. He was born in 1832. His child-
hood was bright and happy ; but various family trials saddened
his boyhood and early manhood, which, however, in God’s
wonderful providence resulted in spiritual blessing. When
about eighteen, he entered the Borough Road Training College,
with the object of becoming a schoolmaster. Six months of
his studies were carried on in Bristol, when he visited “The
New Orphan House,” Ashley Down, and purchased a report of
Mr. Miiller’s work, which he read with interest. He was duly
appointed to the charge of a school in Lincolnshire.

On one of his holiday visits home, on coming out of church,
he remarked to his father, “ We have been calling ourselves
* miserable sinners’ all these years, and I never felt miserable
about my sins.” The reply was not satisfactory, so he went
direct to God, saying, “ O God, I am such a fool that I never
felt my sins; make me feel them.” This prayer was strikingly
answered, for he became deeply convicted of sin, and knew not
how to obtain deliverance. Many weeks had passed, when one
night, after his housekeeper had retired, he determined to make
one more long prayer, and a last tremendous effort to gain
salvation ; if that did not succeed, he would despair. He had
not been long on his knees when, in the language of the leper,
he cried out with all his soul, “ Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst
make me clean.” This was evidently a Spirit-taught cry, and
the same Spirit brought the reply with power to his soul, ““I will;
be thou clean.” Rising from his knees full of joy, he searched for
the scripture so powerfully brought to bear upon himself. So
great was his happiness that he wanted to die and go to heaven.
The Wesleyans, ever on the alert to set young Christians to work,
with much persevering persuasion induced him to preach.

Mr, Fenn early determined to make the New Testament his
guide, and the words, *Owe no man anything,” called forth his
attention. He had purchased his furniture from his predecessor
on credit. This he paid off as quickly as possible, and never
after purchased anything without the ability to pay immediately.
1 Corinthians 16. 2 came next, ‘Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered
him.” The debt being paid, be secured a box for “‘the Lord’s
portion.” ‘He did not receive money weekly, but separated the
proportion he had “purposed in heart” quarterly. Where he
had given a shilling before, thinking it enough for a young man
with a small salary, now hé could give ten, and could show
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Twenty-one Years tn Spain.

kindness to needy neighbours without grudging. This pro-
portionate giving was continued to the end, only the proportion
increased with faith, and as * God prospered.” The baptism
of believers was the next point under censideration. Naturally
he went to the clergyman about it, but got no help from him or
anyone else, and the subject was shelved for a time. This he
afterwards regretted. The character of some of those who
partook of the Lord’s Supper at church concerned him. He
saw from the scripture that it was an ordinance for disciples, and
it was too evident that certain persons who participated monthly
were not true Christians, He found out Mr. Andrew Jukes,
author of 7%e Offerings, and consulted him.. While entering
fully into all he had to say, after giving him a most hearty
welcome, Mr. Jukes pressed upon him the being first and most
concerned about maintaining a good condition of soul, saying,
“A good condition is more important than a good position.”

Early in his Christian career Mr. Fenn became an abstainer
from alcoholic beverages. He had been accustomed to their
very moderate use in his father’s house, and naturally continued
in the same uatil he concluded they were non-essential, and it
became him as a young believer to avoid ‘that which was such
a curse to his country., In this course he persevered, finding
that even in Spain, where the use at meals of the simple wines
of the country is universal, its habitual use could be dispensed
with, He had to mourn over two brothers who ruined their
healths, their businesses, and their families through drink, and
he often exhorted Christian parents in England to banish
alcohol from their tables.

While in Lincolnshire Mr. Fenn married Miss Annie Thorns,
a devoted and gifted Christian, whom he had every reason to
believe would be a true helpmeet in every way, but rapid con-
sumption took her from his side twenty weeks after their marriage.

A reperusal of Mr. Miiller's report led Mr. Fean to desire to
have some part in that blessed work, and the way opened for
him to take a school in Bristol, supported by Mr, Miiller. A
Bible-class for young men, and, in the summer, open-air preach-
ing occupied some of the evenings, and evangelising in sur-
rounding villages the Saturday afternoons and the Sundays.
While thus engaged he was led to decide to give himself wholly
to evangelistic and pastoral work, and felt the desirability of
being married for such service. At this juncture he and the
writer met, and twelve months after were married. Yatton, -
Weston-super-mare, and Kingsbridge successively were spheres
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Twenty-one Years in Spain.

and centres, each yielding fruit, and also experiences useful in
future service,

He was very frequently led to pray for Austria, Italy, and
Spain, that they might be opened to the Gospel, so that when
Spain was so remarkably opened in 1868, many were not sur-
prised that we should offer ourselves to God for missions in
that country, and realise the call of the Lord of the vineyard to
go forward. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Payne had been assured of
the same call, and in October, 1869, we started together,

Six months were spent in Madrid learning the language; then
in 1870 Barcelona was visited, where day and night schools were
started, Mr. Miiller undertaking to pay rents and teachers’
salaries. A little church was formed of those who gave evidence
of being born again. Then the second Carlist rising occurred,
and disturbed the work much. Twice Mr. Fenn narrowly
escaped assassination in Barcelona. In 1874 we returned to
Madrid, and the history of the twenty-one years’ service in the
capital can scarcely be dwelt upon in the short space at our
disposal here. The example of a godly life, and a family of
Christian boys, with straightforward, truthful, and punctual
transactions in all business matters, were constantly influencing
people in favour of the Protestants. The education given to
the children in the schools, with their daily Bible-lessons, the
mild and moral discipline in contrast with Romish methods,
the improved behaviour of the scholars at their homes, induced
many parents to come and hear the preaching, and there was
almost always a gathering into the mission church, not by
dozens, but by twos and threes.

As Mr. Fenn began to fail considerably in health, and the
exhausting climate of Madrid had so told upon me that I could
not stay many months at a time in it without utter prostration, we
frequently prayed that a successor might be provided, and were
truly thankful when Mr. and Mrs, Faithfull were willing and
able to step into the place which it at last became absolutely
imperative on Mr. Fenn to vacate. In April, 1893, we said
farewell to those among whom we had lived and worked for
twenty-one years. The mutual affection had deepened, and it
was no easy thing to break away.

Mr. Fenn had had three slight seizures in Spain, and before
dawn on July 29th, 1896, he had a severe one in his sleep.
On August 3rd he passed away, being conscious almost to the
last. Before he lost bis speech he said, ‘I have no other
hope but in Christ.” C. FENN.
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COUNSELS TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS—VII.

FOUR WORDS.
By W. H. BENNET, Yeovil.
N Deuteronomy 5. 1 four words specially call for attention:
Hear, learn, keep, and do.

1. When the Scriptures were given few could read, and few
copies could be made, therefore the people, generally, were
dependent upon hearing them read in public. To this even
the last book of the Bible refers, *Blessed is he that readetk
(.e.,, publicly) and they that 4ea» the words of this prophecy.”
The responsibility of reading in public, so that what is read may
be understood, and the privilege of hearing are still great. But
as God, in His Providence, has given to most the opportunity
of reading for themselves, the privilege and responsibility of
doing this in private are great also. Vet the question may be
a searching one whether more time and attention are not often
given to the passing news of the day than to the sure testimonies
of God which tell of past, present, and future, and reveal Christ
in all His fulness and preciousness as the One who can both
save and satisfy.

2. But hearing and reading are not enough. Israel were to
learn God’s statutes and judgments. To Jearn the great things
of Scripture we must be Zaug/ht by one_capable of teaching.
The natural man——whatever his mental cultivation—knows not
the things of God, and even the spiritual man, who has learnt
in God’s school, and can unfold the Scriptures, cannot really
teach those who listen to him. The Holy Spirit is the great
Teacher, and “ We have received . .. the Spirit, which is of
God, that we may know the things that are freely given to us
of God” (1 Cor. 2. 12). But it is through the Scriptures the
Spirit teaches, and hence the necessity of meditating in them
while we depend upon Him. In Proverbs 2 we find that
diligence and dependence go together. Juc/ining the ear,
applying the heart, seeking and searching tell of the DILIGENCE,
while ¢rying and lifting wup the woice as clearly show the
DEPENDENCE that must characterise the one who would
“‘understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of
God.” It is in this way alone that we Zearn and become
assured of the things of God.

3. What is heard anl learned must be Aepf as a precious
treasure. The Lord said: “If a man love me he will keep My
Word” (John 14. 23). The noun is singular here, denoting
the Word in its completeness; he will not pick and choose
and think he is wise enough to distinguish between what he
may call essential and non-essential, but will make it his aim
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Four Words.

to ‘“observe a// things” that the Lord hath commanded. We
cannot keep the Word without learning it, for what is not
understood is soon snatched away by the enemy (Matt. 12. 19).
The great aim of Satan in the present day is to rob us of God's
Word by casting doubts upon many portions of it. His agents
are diligent, and many of them occupy such respéctable posi-
tions, and stand so high in worldly attainments, that the
unwatchful are easily ensnared. Our one safeguard is being
“taught of God,” and continuing in what we have learned.
“1 have faught thee in the way of wisdom.” “Take fast hold
of instruction ; let her not go; %eep her, for she is 2ay Jife.”

4. There is one thing more—that, is do. In a sense this is
involved in keeping, for we cannot %4e¢p God’s Word without
doing it. Yet its being separately expressed may help us to
feel its importance. It is as we practise what we know that we
take firmer hold of it. If walking in communion with God we
desire to be * filled with the knowledge of His will ” that we may
doit. The temptation in Eden was to gain knowledge—merely
o know—Dby disobedience, and many who are not born of God
are diligent in seeking knowledge, and are proud of what they
know ; but they seek not the knowledge of God’s will, and
think not of obeying it. Children of God who seek to be
well-pleasing to their heavenly Father will be more careful about
obeying what they have learnt of His will than even learning
more, and that is the pathway to fuller knowledge ard ‘higher
service—service that will be approved in the day of Christ.
Ezra prepared his heart to see£ God’s law, and to 4o it and to
feactk it, and hence, when God’s time came, he was ready for
public service, and his service was such that its fruit remains
for our profit and to his eternal praise.

FELLOWSHIP DIVINE.

O walk with God, oh! fellowship Divine;
Lord Jesus, let this fellowship be mine.
Daily to walk and talk with Thee, as friend with friend;
This be my one desire right to the end.

Then shall I know the power to keep from sin,
Thy-Préesence ever a reproof to such without, within,
Until, Beloved, I Thy blessed face shall see,
" And in Thy Presence rest for all eternity,
Wei-hai-wei, April, 1g01. ) J. €. WILSON
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“BUT WHO IS PURE?”
By WILLIAM SHAW.
“To the pure, all things are pure” (Titus 1. 15).

G[ HE one to whom the words were addressed made the
Qj reply, “ But who is pure ?” He spoke as if his question
settled the matter. But his question did not settle it. Who
is pure? To this we reply: *Aésolutely pure, there are none.”
This is readily admitted. But when Scripture says, ‘ To
the pure all things are pure,” something is meant to be con-
veyed by the words. And we need not try to get rid of them
by virtually saying,  That passage of Scripture has no reference
whatever to us, seeing there is no such thing as absolute purity
among men.” If we are conscious of impurity in ourselves—
of culpable impurity—we may attempt to salve our conscience
by asking, “W#o is pure?” But it will only be an excuse. If
we are harbouring impurity, conscience will cry out. And it
is only the most hardened case of departure from God that will
find a vestige of comfort in the reflection that no one is absol-
utely pure. We must be on our guard against such delusive
comfort. . We must see to it that we do not find ourselves in
any such refuge of lies.

Scripture speaks of the pure and the impure. It tells of the
happiness of the one and the misery of the other. You need
not attempt to blot out the dividing line. You need not
try to mingle up the light and the darkness, and so render
the teaching of Scripture of none effect. You need not seek
to soothe the guilty:conscience by the reasonings of a false
philosophy. We find it written, * Keep thyself pure” (x Tim.
5. 22). We read of those who purified their hearts by faith
(Acts 15. 9). We are told of the purifying Hope—of those
who purify themselves, waiting for the absent One (1 John 3. 3).
Verily Scripture speaks to us of purity—a purity which the
people of God are designed to know and experience, and which
has’so much to do with ¢ a conscience void of offence toward
God and toward men” (Acts 24. 16). Yea, “the promises”
are held out as an incentive to the great work of purification,
for it is written, * Having therefore these promises, beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7. 1, R.V.).

There cannot at the same time be fellowship with Christ and
fellowship with impurity. ¢ Shall the throne of iniquity have
fellowship with Thee? ? (Psalm 94. 20). To be in fellowship
with Him is to walk in the light; and, in the light, sin is ab-
horred. It is in the light that impurity is recognised, and
recoiled from, as * this great wickedness.”
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“But Who Is Pure?”

Cultivating the heavenly purity, the result is a heavenly
guilelessness. There is then a freedom from unwarranted sus-
picion—a readiness to perceive purity in others. Thus it comes
that we have eyes for the true and the beautiful. And they
who have such eyes are ever finding the sights they are longing
to see. Surrounding persons and things largely take their tint
from the manner of spirit in which we view them. To the pure
the saints are the excellent of the earth—fair and radiant, with
garments smelling of ‘ myrrh, and aloes, and cassia.” To the
impure it is to be feared there is no such vision of the glory of
the elect race. Self-indulgence blunts our perception of the
beautiful. Away down in the darkness of impurity is a poor
standpoint from which to view the beauties and the glories of
Christ or His members. From such a standpoint there is a
strong temptation to think that others are altogether such as
we are ourselves. It was from the brow of the mountain that
Balaam beheld the glories of Israel. It was while on the top
of Pisgah that he took up his parable and said : ** He hath not
beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in

.Israel : the Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king
is among them ” (Numbers 23. 21).

Thus our spiritual vision, in an atmosphere of purity, goes
“from strength to strength,” until we can “see afar off "—
until we fancy we can understand something of that word which
says, ‘‘ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

PEARLS PICKED UP.

GoLp can be tried, tinsel is afrald : &

1 believe if you and I were more to heed*the whispers of
our Father, we should not have so many of His thunders.

We believe in sanctification through justification. The
Oxford school believes in justification through sanctification.

When God places the arrow it matters little who pulls the
bow.

Every trial that your heavenly Father sends is a vote of
confidence in ycu.

God’s almanac has but one day—To-day. Satan’s almanac
has but one day—To-morrow.

Prayer is the rope up in the belfry; we pull it, and it rings
the bell up in heaven.

The grand principle of the Gospel is to separate the Church
and the world ; the great principle of the devil is to unite them.
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A PATRON OR A PARTNER—WHICH?
By THoMAs D. W. MUIR, Detroit, Mich., U.S.A.
HERE is a great difference between a pasrorn and a pariner.
The one may have a passing interest in a man or his
business, which makes him try to help it along by patronising
it in some way. The o