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A Day of Sood Jidings.

e T e T

WONDER if you ever thought why Lomng Words should be
placed in your hands so regularly., Why are the articles
4.5  written and the paper printed and circulated month by month
and year by year, and put into the hands of its many readers?
Surely there is a reason, and I am going to tell you the reason
by telling you a story.

Long, long ago the City of Samaria was besieged by its
bitterest foes, the Syrians. “The army of Lsrael, defeated in the ﬁeld
had been forced backwards till they had to take refuge behind the walls
of the Capital.

Soon the stern northern foes make their appearance in hot pursuit,
and the watcher on the walls sees the iron lines of the siege forming all
around the devoted city.

The gates are closed, the guards are posted, and every man. of Israel
determines to fight to the last against the national enemy. But soon a
foe, more terrible than even the dreaded host of Syria, makes his pre-
sence felt in their midst. It is whispered that the food of Samaria s
exhousted, and gaunt famine stalks abroad.

From the palace of the great, from the cottage of the poor now
rises one universal cry—>Bread, bread, bread ! Strong men deny them-
selves; children cry pitifully amid their suffering; mothers weep in
despair. No help! no hope! Death inside and death outside ! -

But just when things are at their worst, a rumour thrills through
the city. “Did you hear it?” says one. “ What is it ?” says another.
“Is 1t true?” cries a third. “Yes, yes!” says a soldier; “1 was on
duty last night when four lepers called out to us on the wall that the
Syrians had fledd and left their tents, provisions, and gold. They said
further, to tell the king that this was

A Day of Good Tidings,

for to-day there would be plenty of bread for all the starving inkabitants
of Samaria.”

* = * % * %

Now let us see what is passing outside the wall. Between the
army of Syria and the city were four lepers. They too felt the famine,
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A DAY OF GOOD TIDINGS. | 3

i

for no food could now be brought to them from friends inside. “Come,”
gaid the four men, “if we stay here we die; if we go into the city we
die.” What a true picture of men in their sins!—death before and death
behind. What a prospect for the unconverted !

Then the raen thought again. * Let us fall to the Syrians,” said

they ; ““if they save us alive, we shall live.,” So taking their lives in
their hands, to the Syrians they went, found the Syrians fled, and every-
thing left behind them in their tents. It was God’s provision for Israel’s
need. ,
No wonder the starving lepers rejoiced. It was the best day of
their lives. Then they carried away all they could: there was more
than enough for all. No wonder they said one to another, “This is a
day of good tidings, come

Let us Tell it.”

Back to the city they went, and in the grey dawn of the morning
they called out to the watchman on the walls, “ Watchman! good

tidings | good tidings! the Syrians have fled ! ”
¥ #* * * * *

Now I have answered the question at the beginning of this paper
by telling you a story. The reason why this Magazine 18 printed and
placed in your hands is, because this is a day of “good tidings.” Our
“good tidings” are, that, though men are lost and dying, yet

Jesus Died for Sinners,

and in s full salvation there is enough and to spare for every perishing

one on the face of the earth. .
The world cannot satisfy. Works capnot save. Time comes to an

end. Death is before you.
Jesus can meet your Great Need,

and Jesus only. So this first day of January 1914 we want to ring out
the message—it is a day of good tidings. Mark well we cannot speak

of a year of good tidings, for
“HBre Night that Gate may Close,

and seal thy doom.” Therefore don’t delay. Every blessing God can
give 1s for you. Begin the year with Jesus, and you will get all.
One man in Samaria missed the blessing. Do you know why ? It
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4 “CAN WE KNOW?”

‘'was not that food was denied him. It
was not that there was not emough.
He shut himself owt by his own unbelief.
Oh! don’t be like him. . Don’t shut
yvourzelf outside of salvation. God’s
promises are true. His warnings will
also ecome true. The One who is now
saying, “ Come,” will soon rise up and
“shut the door.” Then those who stand
without and knock will hear that dread
word, “ Depart from Me, I never knew

N

you.

“Can We Know?”
LN

———41 RECEIVED a letter all the
¥ way from India, written
by a young Christian, who
wished me to give some
#  helpon this very important
question, viz—* Can we know that we
are saved; and, if so, is that salvation
everlasting ?”

I am sure you will agree with me in
calling this question “very important.”
You would perhaps like to know what I
wrote in reply. Well, I wili give my
answer briefly. The first statement I
made was that those who say they know
that they are saved should be true
Christians ; that is, thev should be quite
sure that they believe on and trust in the
blessed Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ,
and that their only plea before the
throne of God is His precious blood.
If that is settled, then they are saved;
for we read (Eph. ii. 10), “* By grace are
ye saved through faith,” that is plain
and conclusive, but it adds, “ And that

not, of yourselves, it is the ¢ift of God.”
Nor do I know a more clear-or strong
statement in the whole Bible to give us
abgolute certainty on that point. In
fact; the more. you think it over, and
weigh its words, the more persuaded you
must be that God regards the believer as
saved now. That salvation is the fruit
of His infinite grace —His gift.

God does not repent of His gifts or
ealling; and we may rest assured thatb
His salvation is, in every way, perfect.
It i3 quite true that our bodies are not
yet saved, for they have to suffer pain
and hunger and thirst. We “wait for
the adoption, the redemption of our
body " (Rom. viii. 23). Nevertheless, the
belicver is already saved. He has been
“delivered from wrath to come” (1 Thess.
1. 10), and is both forgiven and justified
(Rom. iv. 5). He is a child of God, and
bhe “knows the IFather” (1 John ii. 13).
He bas eternal life (John v. 24). All
this is settled for him, and he ean thank
Glod for such boundless grace; but mean-
while he must “ work out his own salva-
tion with fear and trembling, beeause
God works in him” {Phil. 1. 12,13). He
must seek grace daily, earnestly, to
glorify God in all his ways, so that his
salvation should be a testimony to the
grace that bas sought him. Tt is thus
that he malkes his “caliing and election
gure,” and it is thus he shall “never fall”
(2 Pet. i 10).

It is the fixed purpose of God to bring
His people safely through to His rest on
high., May it be our tixed purpose, by
His grace, to obey Him while here below;
and thus to give proof of the blessedness
of His salvation,

Such was, in brief, my reply to the
letter frqm India, but what is true in
India is true everywhere. Is it not?

J.W., &
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THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS. ¥

il

E will begin this series of short
lessons at the early chapters
of Exodus, where commeneces

= what I may call the new
history of that remarkable people by

whom and in whose midst the Tabernacle
was erected.

I have said their new history, because
on the last day of their sojourn in Egypt,
before the memorable passover night,

—
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6 THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

Jehovah announeced to Moses and Aaren,
“This month shall be unto you the
beginning of months: it shall be the
tirst month in the year unto you”
(Exod., xii. 2), Previously that month
of Abib (which corresponds to parts of
our March and April) had been the
seventh month of the year: henceforth
it was to be the first. The reason for
this we shall soon see.

When the children of Israel first went
down into Egypt in the days of Joseph,
that land presents a type of this world
ag belonging to God, and the Pharach
who exalted Joseph is a type of God
ag the supreme ruler of the world
Joseph is a lovely type of the Lord
Jesus, who will yet rule this world for
God, and bring cverything into subjection
to His will.

But, as we read, & new king had arisen
who knew not Joseph and who oppressed
the lsraelites, This “new king,” there-
fore,is a type of Satan. Under I'haraoh’s
harsh rule and that of his successor,
Israel sighed and eried, and their cry
came up unto God (Exod. ii. 23}, so that
at the burning bush God told Moses,
“] am come down to deliver.”

These Hebrew slaves are a picture of
sinners now. Sinners are under the
yoke of Satan—a more evuel master than
Pharaoh—but how blessed to know that
the sigh of all who are under this galling
yoke goes up to the ear of a pitying
God! In the person of His Son, the
Lord Jesus, He has indeed “ come down
to deliver.”

Let my reader now think of those
Hebrews on the last night of their stay
in Egypt. 1f we could have looked
inside their dwellings we should have
seen them feasting on the lamb roast
with fire. The sprinkled blood on lintel
and door-post outside made them safe

from the destroying angel, and they
could feast in peace.

Our picture represents the sprinkling
of the blood, and we see the half-amused
sneer of the onlooking Egyptians.

But at midnight all mocking ceased,
and instead a ery of anguish went up to
Heaven from every home whose door was
hloodless. Here was the difference God
had told Moses He would put between
Israelite and Egyptian. Alike by nature,
the sole difterence was the blood.

““When I see the blood I will pass
over you, :

and the plague shall not be upan you to
destroy you when I smite the land of
Egypt.” The token of the death of an
innocent victim was between them and
the eye of a holy God, who, locking
forward to what that blood spoke of,
even the precious blood of Christ, could
righteously pronounce their perfectsafety
and elaim them as His own redeemed
people. This began their mew history.
ypically redeemed by the blood of the
lamb they were now to tread a new path
with God.

And now,dear reader, let tne ask, Where
arc you? Under the shelter of the blood.
of Christ, or still exposed to judgment ?
If outside, hasle to its shelter, and you
will know the truth of that grand pro-
clamation : * When I see the hlood T will
puss over you,” and salvation present
and eternal will be yours. F. H.

I

Thk great design of the Scriptures is
to lay open the heart of God. Happy
the reader who falls in with thaf design
and learns what that heart of love is.
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THE SHUT DOOR.

\

7
But is that all? Nay, they shall al
THE SHUT DOOR' begilri 1;2 klgoctllt; and&iﬂticeey fhéb waosg

)

EAR YoUNG FRIENDS, I want to
ask you if you have ever
seriously thought over the

' solemn words given us in

Luke xiii. 25— When onee the Master

of the house Is risen up, and hath shut

to the door, and ye begin to stand with-
out, and to knock at the door, saying,

Lord, Lord, open unto us; and He shall

apswer and say unto you, I know you

not whenee ye are.” Have you?

The Master of the house is our Lord
Jesus Christ. The door of the house is
the way to Him, and the “ you” are the
people, old or young, who have been in-
vited, perhaps very many times, to enter
and be saved. It is, indeed, the precious
Gospel of His grace which appeals to
all and bids thetn welcome.

At present the Master is seated. He
has not risen up to shut the door, nor to
close the proclamation of the Gospel.
He still waits to be graeious; but this
kindly attitude cannot last for ever, nor
is the Gospel to be preached always.
One day, and perhaps soon, the Master
will change His attitude. He will rise
up and shut to the door—that 1is, the

present state of things will give place to-

another. Grace will make way for
judgment on the sins and unbelief of
those who so proudly refused the truth.
Just as night follows day, so shall the
wrath of God sueceed on His mercy
despised ; and, just as people close their
hearts to the open door, so shall they
find, to their eternal sorrow, the door
shut, and themselves outside. How
terrible !

“begin.”  When shall their knocking
end ?  Further, they shall say, “Lord,
Lord, open to us!™

Too late! too late! The door is closed
on them. They should have entered
while they could. It is too late now!
“I know you not whence ye are” is the
only, but well merited reply to the
knocking on that door.

“1f you knew that the gate of the
“Zoo’ was to be closed at five o'clock,
would you ever dream of going at six ?”

“Of course not !”

“If you knew it was to be closed
early, and you were anxious to get in,
what would you do?”

“1 would go at once!”

“That is right—go at onee. And if
you knew that the door of salvation is
going to be shut one day, what should
you do?”

“I should enter it now !”

“That is right, and the only thing
right; for delay is awfully dangerous.”

How appalling the thought that “many
will seek to enter in and shall not be
able.” Why not? Because the door is
closed. They should have sought before.
Hence we read—* Seek ye the Lord
while He may be found; call npon Him
while He is near” (Isa, lv. 6). Oh! the
importance of that “while”  How
striking the word itself! Look in the
dictionary for the meaning of “ while”
It may be a “moment.” -

You have perhaps only a moment to
cross the threshold. Take the step.  Act
likke o man of whom I have just been
reading who said, “I must be saved now,
or damned for ever.” He threw Himself
on the saving mercy of God and was
saved. God makes you weleome to-day,
but remember, dear young friends, the
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h BIBLE

door may be closed to-morrow. The
Lord may have come, and all hope taken
away. “DBehold, now is the da,y ot

salvation.”
I

BIBLE STUDY.
ROMANS.

J, WS,

In this Epistle man’s moral history
is traced, and he 13 shown to have turned
his back upon God by wilful choice.
Jew and Gentile are proved to be guilty
before God, no matter what they might
assume to be, or wlatever boast they
might make of their privileges.

Then God’s sovereign remedy in grace
for all who will avail themselves of 1t 1s
brought in (chap. iii.). Propitiation is
through the blood of Christ.

God ean bo Just and the Just?,ﬁr"r of
him who believes in Jesus.

Up to chap. iv. what we have done is
the subject, and the blessed results of
faith are summed up in chap. v. 1-12,

From thence in chaps. v, vi, and vii.
it 1s what we are that i3 dealt with, and
the results are traeed in chap. viii, of
the effect of being united with Christ in
a new life. In other words, these sec-
tions deal with the two sides of the
Gospel and the grand results of it« recep-
tion, mun{,lym(,hrlqt died fur me, and, I
have died «vith Christ.

The ways of God in His present
dealings with the Gentile in grace are
thus Jllbtli‘l.ed and the Roman Christians
are exhorted in acecordance with the
truths unfolded, and directions for their
walk amid surrounding idolatry, and
salutations close the Epistle. . H

STUDY.

OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.
For 8.8. Teachers and Senior Scholars.
MATTHEW xiii.

This chapter beging o new section. It is an out-
line of the form the Kingdom will assuine in
the absence of the King. It extends from
Christ’s ascersion to God’s right hand, until
1le returns again.

No lgnger “u husbandman seeking fruit,” Christ

heeomes o sower.  He sows the seed of the
Kingdow (its testimony) in the souls of wen.
When received truly, Christ hecomes the
sovereign of the soul; He reigns there; all
trie Christians are vuled Ly Him. But there
arc those within the sphere of the Kingdom
who are so anly in profession, not in reality.

The saven parables in our chapter give the moral
rise, [ustory, and destiny of all the subjects in
the Kingdom, true or false.

Tarable 1.—In the moral waste of this world, where
nothing grew for God, Chiist sows the Woril.
1, 2, and 3 are wmbhleqs The seed iz either
e :.Lwyed by Satan, withered by fiery persecu-
tion or chokel by cure and lust. The fourth
clagg (true Christiang) bring forth real fruit,
30, 60, and 100 teld,  This parable explains
what helps and hinders souls.

Parable 3. —It is very simple. We get the reason
of good and evil in the Kingdom. Satan sows
teeres wherever Christ sows wheat. Christ ex-
nlains this paralle.  Read that carefnlly.
Note.—** The harvest is the end of the age.”

Parable 3.—1s the Kingdom great in 1ts litileness ;
true Christisnity iittle in its greatness; false
Christianity where Satan’s agents tind rest and
caver ?

Pavabhle 4. —The whole mass of Christians’ doctrine
1 wholly leavened with evil, so that in Babylon
{the completion of these twe parables) all is
unly wholly abominable and Satanic.

Paralle 5 —The world bought by Christ, that in
righteousnesg He might have His people, His
valued treasure.

Parable 6. —His people or true Church bought by
Christ's snerender of all glory to gain and
possess 1% His saints in their beauty.

Parabla 7.—The final resulss.
or cash away.

Gathered into vesgels

The Lord holp us to understand these wenderful
vevealings. J. Moo,
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B . “SPLENDID FUN.”

Loving Words 20 (1914)



Loving Words 20 (1914)

WHE young folks in our picture are having a fine time of i,
Skidding down swiftly over the frozen snow is splendid fun;
the crisp air is so exhilarating, bringing the healthy blush te
the cheek and lighting up the eye as the game is keenly
enjoyed in spite of the cold. '

Looking at this pleasant picture recalls to my mind
regions where ice and snow are all around nearly all the
year, and where, of course, the cold is intense. You enjoy the visits of
Jack Frost because they are only wisits, but how different if he came to
live here! Yet some have gone from this land to live amongst those icy
solitudes, because, over those snow-covered plains and ice-covered seas,
there roam a people whom we call Eskimos—a short, thick-set race of
men with broad faces and flat noses, not at all pretty to look at, but whe
have souls, immortal souls, and who are (or were) in darkness as to all
that the Bible reveals to us.

What dread experiences the missionary often has on those dreary
wastes | Here is an extract from the journal of one of them :—* Durin
the night the storm increased and our little dwelling seemed almost te
rock with the violence of the wind. Fortunately the snow-house is
situated on the lee-side of a large boulder of ice, some eight or ten feet
high, and this acts as a break to the wind. What would become of us
should the ice—the frozen sea on which we are encamped—break wp, I
hardly know, For the scason is advancing, and there can hardly be more
than three feet of ice between us and the sea beneath, a thought which
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THE BLESSED HOPE. ti

e

does not add to one's comfort when trying to sleep in a snow-house, four
miles from the land, and with a gale of wind raging without.”

What could take anyone away from the comfort of home, the joys
of the family circle, and the companionship of wany friends, to live in
guach surroundings ? Just the same as moved Paul of old when he said,
«Phe love of Christ constraineth us.” Love to Christ too, and to
precious sguls, led them forth in this true service of love.

I remember that before I was converted I used to wonder how any-
one could stand at a street corner and speak for the Lord Jesus; but
when I came to the Lord I soon found I wanted to do 8o myself.

How is it with you, dear young friend? Has the love of Christ laid
hold of you yet, or are you.a stranger still to its constraining power?

The love of Jesus is a wondertul love. All unsought and undesired
as it was by us, He yet loved us and told out His love in the agony of
Gethsemane, and the shame, the suffering, and the darkness of Cavalry.
I would that you konew His love and could say, “ He loved me and gave
Himself for me,” and then you could add, I love Him because He first
loved me,” and it would be your joy to tell others of Iim.

,‘—/\‘
THE BLESSED HOPE.

F. H.

T1rAT morning’s dawning ray
Qur spirits fain would sce,

First glimpse of everlasting day
And glorious liberty.

When Thon, O Lord, shalt come
In heavenly glory bright,

And take Thy longing people home
To dwell with Thes iu Heht,

'Ehe joy Thire own shall know,
Joy that no tongue ean tell,
A aweet perennial tide shall How

In never-ending swell.

Ta meet Thy kindly eye,
Thy radiant face fo see,

Gilad recompense for toil gone hy
And service here for Thee.

To view ia rapture, Lord,
That alory all Thine own,

Which shone in Thee—the living Woird,
When time was yet anknown.

Our gladdened bearts shall raive,
Our lips, with one accord,

That rich supernal note of praise,
To Thee, our peerless Lord,

And to the Father's home
Thou’lt guide our willing feet,
Present us there before the throne,
And bliss will be complete,

Amid that mighty throng,
Where all Thy beauties shine,
Shall rise the great unending song
In harmony divine ! r. D
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12 THE TARBERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

N our last chapter we saw the
| people of Israel safe, sheltered
. by the blood on the lintel and
door-post, and feasting on the
lamb “roast with fire”: sweet picture
of the believer resting on the finished
work of Jesus, and rejoicing in Him as
the gracious Baviour who endured the
judgment of God on his behalf,

Now let ug consider Israel's next step.
That very night they left Eoypt.

Not only does the blood of Christ save
us from the penaity of guilt, but we read
of Him that He “gave Himself for our
gins, that He might deliver us from this
present evil world.”

Behold the redeemed people of God,
then, on the shores of the Red Sea; on
either side of them the mountains, in
front, the sea; and behind, the hosts of
Pharaoh coming to destroy or take them
back to the land of bondage. But when
their fears made them cry out to Moses,
God had a wonderful word for them:
“ Fear ye not, stand still and see the
salvation of the Lord.”

Another morning, and they were sing-
ing salvation’s song on the other side of
the sea. Our picture shows them passing
through the midst of it, by the path

E ¥ : .
opened up for them by an ommnipotent
Saviour—God; and whep they looked
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A NEW YEARS LETTER. 13

i

back from the other side, it was to see
gll their enemies dead upon the sea-
ghore.

" The Red Sea then teaches us that
the death of Jesus delivers us from
Satan's kingdom and Satan’s power, and
brings us t() God, just as Israel found
thumelves deliv ered from Egypt and
from Pharaoh. 'The sea rolled between
them and the land of their bendage.
1t was their deliverance,

Our sing, too, no longer hold us in
'bondage their power is gone also; we see
them Swallowed up in the death of
Jesus. :

Listen to' Israel's song: “T will sing
unto Jehovah, for He hath triumphed
gloriously ; the horse und his rider hath
e thrown into the sea” Tt is the song
of salvation’s triwmph, the first song ever
recorded, just as the song of the triumph
of ‘Jesus, which this one foreshadowed,
will be the everlasting chorus of Heaven
Cand earth. Ey going into death and
rising out of it Jesus has defeated Satan
in his. own ‘stronghold, snatched the
sceptre out of his hand, and destroyed his
power. Jesus had trmmphed gloviously,
and all His foes and ours are beneath
His feet,

We love to look within the toml,
Robbed by His death of all its gloom :
Tlie stone for ever rolled away,

- His death the power of death did slay.

We joy to sea our Lord arize -
Trivmphant throzgh the opening skies,
And hear all Heaven united own

Him worthy to ascend the ihrene.™

This, then 1s the lesson of the Red Sea,
for-us. In our next lesson we shall find
Israel—God's redeemed and delivered
people—at Sinai, there to hear His Word,
and to learn the conduet that suits His
presence along them. ¥, H.

A New Year's Letter.
N

"~ T was a New Year's morning.
- In the quiet parlour of a

snug country cottage Mrs,

B and her young

daughter LEllen were seated
at WOIL, when the postman's
sharp knock was heard at the
outer door. Eilen ran to open
it, and returned saying with a merry
voice, “ Here 1s a letter; a New Year's .

letter. I am glad somebody has thought
of us!” And she handed it to her
mother.

Mrs.- B opened the letter, and

taking out a smaller one enclosed, said,
“ Here, Ellen, this is for you”

Ellen began to read, but before she
had hmshed tears dimmed her eyes, and
she quietly Jefe the parlour for her own
room, to tinish her letter alone. * Tt was
the breathings of a fond sister's heart;
one who felt the value of a precious soul,
and yearned over a beloved sister, that
Christ might be her portion.

With touching earnestness she wrote:
“Now, my beloved Ellén, while your
heart is tender, while your eares are few,
come to Jesus; think of His dying love
for you, His crracmus invitation to you,
and” see that you refuse not Him that
speaketh. I am sare, if you would only
seriously consider wuo that blessed
Saviour 18, and wHAT He has done, you
could not hesitate. You will nevér have
a more favourable time for decision than
this. Now is the accepted time; delay
may prove your ruin, as it has proved
the ruin of many. Oh! cast yourself
this very hour, just as you are, at the
feet of Jesus, pleading His precious
blood.. OL, how He loves you! With
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all the love of my heart, I beseech you,
Ellen, slight not this precious Saviour.”

Tears rained down Ellen’s cheek, and
getting down on her knees she invited
the blessed Saviour into her heart.
Ellen knew well that she had often
turned a deaf ear to the loving Saviour's
gracious call. Now, through His grace,
she told Him all, and joy unspeakable
flooded her heart.

This same joy may be yours now, dear
young friend. Jesus, who gave Himself
for youn is waiting still to bless you.

=

BIBLE STUDY,
1 CORINTHIANS.

OMANS sets forth the ground on
which the believer is justified,

gr==yal delivered, and fndwelt by the
&)  Holy Spicit as an individual.

1 Cor. instructs us as to our relation-
ships and responsibilities as *“members
one of another” and of “ the assembly of
God.”

The state of the Corinthian assembly
ealled for apostolie correction and instruc-
tion, and thus we are furnished with
divine guidance for all the time the
Church 1s to be on earth,

Chaps. i. and ii—The “power of the
Spirit” is contrasted with the “ wisdom
of the flesh.” Believers “have the Spirit.”
The “things of God” are revealed by the
Spirit, communicated by the Spirit, and
received through the Spirit.

Chaps. i1, and iv.—The responsibilities
of “the builders” and a defence of the
Apostle’s ministry,

Definite instructions as to dealing with
evil within the assembly occupy chap. v.
Personal relationship in righteousness,

personal holiness, for “our bodies are
temples of the Holy Ghost ”; practical,
every-day separations from the world
systems around us, and senctifieation fo
God are dealt with in ehaps. vi, vii,, and
V111,

He establishes his claim as “an Apostle”

in chap. ix., and enjoins holy separation

from idolatry; also (in grace) from what
might stumble others.

In chap., x. the ways of God with
Israel are referred to for our instruetion
—a subject we do well to study (see
page 12}, In every trial “(God is faith-
ful” and will open a “ way of escape”™—
precious assurance in every “dark day.”
~ In chap. xi. he announces the revela-
tion to him of the “ Supper of the Lord,”
and enjoing its due observance. The
Precious Remembrance—* till He come ”
—speaks to the heart of the lowe that
suffered, the grace that waits, and also
of the day of glad meeling when we
shall be like Him and see Him as He is.

In chape. xii, xiii, and xiv., spiritusl
gifts, which are of the Spirit, snd of
their exercise in the assembly, are dealt
with, together with the spirit in which
they should be used. (Commit chap.
xiii. to memory and practise it daily.)

Chap. xv. begins with the foundation
of the Gospel—the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ (verses 1-4), then proceeds
to instruct as to the resurreetion of
believers.

Chap. xvi. gives the measure of our
liberality (which incredses with use), and
the four-fold frumpet call—(1} Watck ;
(2) Stand Fast; (3} Be Men; (4) Be
Strong—closes the epistie.

L. I

i ol &
.

A CARELESS reader of the Bible never
makes a cloze walker with God,
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QEVENTEEN T THIRTREN ! TEN !
[~ 4

JY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,—
Will you allew me fo tell you
something very happy which
oceurred fo myself & great

many years ago ? This day is, in fact, its -

apniversary—it is my spiritual birthday.

Do you say: “Please tell us when and
how it took place™?

Very well; first as to “ when,” Bup-

ose that I place you in three classes:
grst, those who are seventeen years old;
second, those who are thirteen; and third,
those who are ten. If those in class 1
kindly multiply their age by three and
add one year; if those in class 2 multiply
theirs by four; and if those in class 3
multiply theirs by five and add two,
then each c¢lass will have discovered
when 1 was spiritually born. That is
pot a difficult sum, I am sure. This day
is the 4th of January. Now who can
tell the exact date of my spiritual birth?
I take for granted that you are all right
in your anawer.

Then as to the “how.” This is much
more important than the “when.,” When
I was a boy, just two years older than
my friends in elass 1, T began to think
very seriously of my future, I felt that
I had livad nearly one-third of my life,
and that if each of the remaining thirds
flad away as quickly as the first had fled,
I should very soon be dead and buried.
But then, 1 thought that, if my body
were dead, my soul should still live, and
that I (for the body is not all) had to
give an account of myself to God.

There was the judgment-seat and the
wrath of a sin-hating God, and the lake
that burneth with fire and brimstone,
and “everlasting punishment.” I had

to face all this. I knew that I was
guilty of many a sin, and I knew that
God was holy and conld not look on sin.
What hope was there for me?

My soul! What could I give in ex-
change forit? Nothing! Nothing! The
pleagures of sin for say the pext forty
years at longest, then death and the

,igave, the resurrection, the judgment

#Bar, and only Hell beyond! Awful
indeed! My prospect was black us
night. Mipe, yes! but it is the prospect
of every unpardoned child of Adam,

(h, the value of the soul! ltisinfinite!
How can this doom be escaped ? was m
cry. Forty years of the werld and then
damnation was a thought too terrible to
endure. Was there no door of escape?
Had I never heard of a Saviour? Had
not the Lord Jesus Christ died to save?
Had He not deelared that “him that
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast
out ”? Would He not welcome even me ?
That was, and still is, the door. By
gimple faith I erossed its blood-stained
threshold, and was blessed.

The prospeet was changed at onee.
All was bright. Forty years of disciple-
ship in the school of God, and then
Heaven for evermore. Such was the
truth that flashed over my spirit on that
memorable evening, All glory to God !
Well, but far more than forty years have
fled as I write to-day, and all 1 can say
to His praise is that, with the discipline,
they have been passing sweet.

Depend upon it, dear young friends,
it makes a fremendous ditference in life
when, instead of having the prospect of
the “lake of fire” for ever, you carry a
blood-bought title to the Father's house

-in Heaven.

“ 'Tig done, the great transaetion’s done:
I am my Lord’s, snd He is mine ;
He drew we, and I {ollowed on,
Glad to confess that voies divine,”

[
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MARTIN LUTHER'S REFUGE.

.

See to it, whether ten, or thirteen, or
seventeen, or any other age, that you are .
quite sure on this point—that you have
truly come to the blessed Saviour, and
are seeking faithfully to serve and follow
Him. He is so well worth knowing.—1
am, your old Friend, J. W, 8,

AT~

MARTIN LUTHER’S REFUGE.
©
“ XL that can with a firm and constant
5 faith say these words with Paul,
* ‘I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself
for me, is happy lodeed. Paul saith
here that Christ first began to love, and
pnot we. ‘He, even He, saith Paul,
‘loved me, and gave Himself for me’
As if He said: He found in me no good-
will or right understanding; but this
good Lord had merecy on me. He saw
me to be nothing else but wicked, going
astray, contemning God, and flying from
Him more and more; yea, rebelling
against God, taken, led, and carried away
captive of the devil. Thus of His pure
mercy preventing my reason, my will,
and my understanding, He loved me, and,
s0 loved me that He gave Himself for
me, to the end that I might be freed from
the law, sin, the devil, and death.”

FZ7T NN~

OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.
For 8.8, Teachers and Senior Scholars.
MATTHEW XIV.

In chapter xiii. we have seen the Lord as the Head
of the Kingdom, as Sower, Buyer, Secker, and
Gatherer; and before we get the further pre-

selitation of His services, 'we have the stovy of
Herod, a wicked father’s yet more wicked son.
He was an adulterer, a thief, a boaster, and a
murderer, yet the King, showing how the moral
foundations of vicrtue were gone, and utter
spivitual and political eorruption rulad in-the
kingdonm of men, The ambassador of the Kiny
of Glory waa pat into prison ! and the gory
head of the greatest of women Lorn preseated
to the eves of the woman whao hated the fearless
rebuker of her sin, aud* her more guilty consort
in public immorality. The lust public political
fink: with Israel was thns broken. Neotling
but judgment lay before her, and no further
word of testimony to her apostate King. He
begame in the word of Cheist ke Fox® (Luke
xiii. 32), and the mocker of Christ, in the honr
of the Son of Maw’s direst woe (Lauke xxiii. 11,
12). Verse 13 opens to us the bright pieture
rof [srael’s true Shepherd and King. He hears
of the death of John,  {Beloved John, that great
vessel of testimony to the Lord's work and
glory —see John i, 29, 34} He ratires into
the desert.  Just ut this fime Ais diseiples
come back from theit mission of siepess {Mutt.
xxix. 301, and Jehw's disciples come to teil
Hin of theiv misein of sorrow {verse 12)—the
saccesaful and the sorrowful seek Jesus and
fet{ Him in the desert, alone with Himn

Blessed picture ! hlessed lesson for us all, until
guecess 1n service and sorrow in life shall find
their end in the eterval bLliss of ‘His preseuce
{Rev. xxii. 3, ),

Irom that spot of Iselation lie comes forth to he
ke Max of Compression,” the Ileaicr, the
Feeder, and the true Shepherd —greab vontrast
to Herod as pointed out already.

He forces His disciples to go into the ship thut they
might learn His power on all and over the sea.
There Jehovah sat King for ever, and He wag
Jehovah according to Psalm xxix, :

Teter and eunch of us arce .to learn that He not only
rules the sen, but He walks npon it and He
gives the some power to His disciples, for
Peter ** walked on the water to go to Jesus."”
When the eye of the disciple looked frem the
Master (o the stormy sea, he sank, not in its
depths, for the cey of aeed aud the lland of
power met.  Peler is pulled into the boat with
Jeaus and reach the shore. They in the hoat
worshipped, saying, *Of truth Thou art the
Son of God.”  Iu this chapter, viewed marally,
we get ** the preparatiun for the assemlbly” as
wa shall see when we study chapter xv,

M I Mo

e
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““The mother and her lamb,”
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SHEEP---Accepted in Sacrifice.

A Lesson for Elder Scholars.

\r'\- 6? &
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3

el 1_,,)

% @ HEEP are very timid and peaccable looking animals, and the
) ‘\ mother with her lamb in this picture forms a very pleasing

' sight. The aspect of many of the sheep in the Hast 1s, how-
ever, somewhat different—they bhaving large, fat, broad tails
trailing upon the ground. The rumps are considered a great
delicacy as food, and if you turn up about the peace-offering
in Leviticus iil. you will read, ¢ The whole rump shall he take
off, hard by the backbone, and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, it
is the food of the offering made by fire unto the Tord” So alse in
the trespass-offering (chap. v.); the consecration of the Levites (cbap.
vii.}; and the nationa! peace- oﬁermg in chap. ix

The cholce portions belonged to the Lord, all the fat was His,

-Now take your Bible and Took up the very oldest reference to sheep
in the world (Gen. iv. 2): “ Abel was a keeper of sheep”; more, he
brought a gift-offering to the lLiord.  He was a wise man, and (God had
respect to him and his sacrifice. In Hebrews xi. we learn that he had
Jfaith, and brought a more excellent sacrifice than Cain—blood and fat—
and the Lord testified to it, both by fire and by recording it in the
everlasting Word. Abel was the first prophet (Luke xi. 51}, and the
first martyr for the testimony he bore (Matt. xxiii. 35). T have no doubt
that the fire of the Lord devoured the lamb Abel offered, for we read of
‘““the flame” which was placed eastward in Ifden, marking the presence
of the Lord, to which the sacrifices were brought at the end of the days
(see margin, Gen. 1v. 3).

Cain is said to have gone “out of the presence of the Lord” in his
anger. What a solemn hlstory of every sinner! You too, if still
unsaved. He dislikes the presence of the Lord, and turns, like Jonah, to
flee from it.  All the patriarchs offered lambs upon the altars they bu1lt;
but we will now turn to Exodus xii, when the passover was enjoined.
Mark well how carefully “the Lords passover” was described. “A
male” (vigorous) ‘‘of the first year” (youthful), “without blemish”
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(beautiful and perfect), penned up for four days, so that all could see that
it answered to all God’s requirements. So with Jesus; all could witness
to His power for God, His beauty, His holiness, His perfection.
- “Behold the Lamb of God!” Its blood was struck by the hyssop-
bunch upon the lintel and doorposts where the Israelites dwelt. The
avenging angel swept past each blood-smeared door, for Jehovah had
said, “ When I see the blood T will pass over you.” The blood met His
omniscient eye; Ie was satisfied. Oh! dear reader, God grant your
heart-confession may be

“ God 1s satisfied with Jesus,
1 am satisfied as well.”

While Jehovah claimed every first-born (Numb. xviii.) of man and
beast, He would not allow a sheep to be redeemed, 1t sust bleed upon
His altar. Christ was indispensable to God. Of the sheep it was
written, *“ They are holy, thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar,
and shalt burn their faf for an offering made by fire for a sweet savour
unto the Lord.” All spoke of the value of Christ to GGod, none but Ile
and His blood would avail. * Ile was led as a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so opened He not His mouth.”
He could not be redeemed by five silver shekels, nor by another dying
for Him. HHe died for all, blessed be His name !

The very foremost of all offerings for the congregation of Israel
(Exod. xxix. 28, and Numb. xxviil.) was the daily burnt-offering, com-
posed of two lambs. They were reckoned one saerifice; one offered as
the sun rose, the other when it set. These are specially termed ** My
offering, My bread (or food) made by fire.” Ivery Sabbath day four
were offered, a testimony to the *“savour of rest of the millennial
Kingdom, when all shall be subjected to Christ; *for the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the l.ord, as the waters cover
the sea.”

Under shelter of the fragrance of the daily offering, the Lord could
see His people without perversity and without iniquity, “goodly and
beautiful.” The wicked Balaam might try to curse, but the Liord would
only bless “and not reverse it.” Satan may accuse, but it is God who
justifieth. FEvery time you see a sheep, be sure to remember some of
these precious truths I have told you, and let Jesus Himself be your
only Redeemer and Guide,

Loving Words 20 (1914)



Loving Words 20 (1914)

20 THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

+ —_

Sinai, and Moses was called
up into the Mount to hear
the words of God. The

¥ Tabernucle and its con-
nected services had a large and promi-
nentplace in those divinecommunications
and Moses was strictly enjoined to make
everything after the pattern shown him
in the Mount.

In tirst mentioning the Tabernacle
(chap. xxv. 8} Jehovah invited His
redeemed people to make Him a Sanctu-
ary (or holy place) that He might dwell
among them.

b - *
Here God's gracious desire 1y {irst

announced. He did indeed come down
in the cool of the day to talk with Adam
in Eden, till sin put an end to that happy
communion; but not till redemption had,
in type and figure, been accomplished
did He speak ot dwelling with men, Tt
was on the ground of redemption that
the Tabernacie, which was the pattern
of things in the Heavens, was reared,
and we find its great antitype in Rev.
xxi, 32— Behold the Tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with
tliert, and they shall be Hia people, and
God Himself,shall be with them, their
God”

Tiet us look first at the framework of
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the structure. In the accompanying
illustration we see * his boards, his bars,
his pillars, and his sockets” (Exod.
xxv. I1).

The boards were 48 in number: 20 on
each side, and 6 at the back, with 2
corner boards. Hach was 10 cubits
high, and 1} cubits broad, so that the
Tabernacle was 30 cubits long, 10 high,
and 10 broad. The cubit being equal to
about 18 inches, we would call it 45
feet long, 13 hlgh, and 15 broad.

The boards were overlaid with gold,
so were the bars which held them
together. Nothing was seen but the
gold outside or in.

The boards typify God’s people who
now form His House. Overlaid with
gold they show that God’s people are
clothed with divine righteousness, aud
so fitted for His presence. The hoards
were formed of the same material as
the Ark, showing that Christ and His
people are one; and the whole building
18 spoken of in LEpb. ii. 21—“1In whon
all the building, fitly framed together,
groweth unto an holy temple in the
TLord, in whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God
thrOlIO‘b the Spirit.”

The silver sockets point out another
very precious truth. They were made
of the redemption money which each
Israelite above twenty years old had to
pay. “The rich shall not give more,
and the poor shall not give less than
half & shekel” (Exod. xxx. 13}, and this
amounted to 100 talents and 1775
shekels.

Each socket weighed a talent (about
93 pounds), and each board had 2 sockets.
This reguired 96 sockets, and 1 each for
the 4 ingide pillars completed the 100,

God’s House is thus built on the basis
of redemption. Each individual Chris-

tian has an interest therein, and stands
upon the solid base of the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus.

Does my reader so stand ?
ground is sinkine sand.

All other

T N~

FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES.
SOUL WINNING.

¢ He that winneth zouls is wise.”'—FProv, xi. 30,

N a large manufacturing
town, thiere was erected a
canvas tent for Gospel
Services, and an  esrnest
evangelist laboured there
for his Master for many

days.
Two young girls who wrought in a
mill, both earnest Christians, decided

that they would make it a matter of
united prayer and effort that many of
their companions and fellow-workers
should be brought to the Lord.  As some
who read these lines may know, it is by
no means easy to testify for Christ
among a crowd of careless and some-
times scoffing mill workers, Neverthe-
less, the two Christian girls resolved in
the strenegth of the Lord ‘to make an
effort to reach thein with the Gospel, or
ab least to get some of them to come and
hear 1t.

They fixed & night for united prayer,
and when that mcrht came, the two girls
were found on their lkness, side by ‘side
before the throne, pleading ‘with God for
the salvation of certain of their tellow-
workers by name. This was beginning
at the right place. Effort must begin
with God to be sucecessfal ; without Him
owr most earnest cfforts are in vain.
“We will take some tracis with us to-
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TWO ACTS OF SELF-DENJAL.

morrow,” said one of the girls to the
other, “ and will ask guidance from God
as to which of them we should first in-
vite. T believe God will save some of
them, but we must honour Him by en-
quiring at Iis throne at every stage.”
Next day the girls began operations by
asking one who was well known as a ring-
leader in fun and merriment. Strange
that they should have first thought of
her; but then they had sought “guid-
ance,” and this girl had been clearly
brought before them. So they “gathered
agsuredly ” that the T.ord had need of
her,

They invited “ Susie” to the tent,
and offered to “call” for her at a quarter
to eight. “ Susie” at once consented—
they expected she would, in answer to
their prayer—and that night “Susie”
was converted to (God. Cheered and en-
couraged by this “ first fruits” of their
labour, they asked that God would give
them f{wo the following night, and at
eight prompt the two workers, with their
invited ones, with “Susie” following—
her face beaming with a new-found joy
—entered the tent. That night God
saved the two they had brought.

The following day they resolved to
ask for three, but in order that “Susie”
might share the service, and be encour-
aged to “go and do likewise,” they left
her to invite the third one, which she
did; and that night three more sang the
song of redeeming love.

It was really a grand sight to look
upon that “front” seat, on which there
sat siz new-born souls, all led to hear
the Gospel instrumentally, by the earnest,
prayerful efforts of these fwo young
Christian girls.

Young believer, you may do a great
work for God, but do not forget to begin
with Himself. I R,

, TWO ACTS OF SELF-DENIAL.
e

OUBTLESS all boys are familiar
with the story of the battle of
Zutphen which has been ren-
dered memorable as being the

closing scene of the life of vne of Kng-

land’s greatest scholars.

It was one chiily October morning, in
the year 1586, that Sir Philip Sidney,
when riding to the fatal field, met an oid
general too lightly equipped for battle,
and generously gave him all his armour
except the breast-plate. That act of seli-
denial cost him his life; for in the last
charge a musket ball smashed his left
thigh hone to pieces, three inches above
the knee. But perhaps it is with still
greater admiration that we remember,

how, when thus mortally wounded, bleed-
ing to death and parched with thirst, he
turned the cooling draught from hisown
blackened lips to slake the thirst of a
bleeding soldier past whom he was carried.
Such unseifishness is rare and worthy of
remembrance, but oh ! how it fades into
insignificance as we turn to the Word of
God and read of One who not risked, but
gave His life, and that for sinners ; One
who hore the mocking, the scourging,
the thirsting; One who endured the
wrath of & Holy Cod against sin ; as we
sometimes sing-—

““ Un that Cross, alone, forsaken,
Whera no pitying eye was found.”

Why was He there? do youask. A,
dear little reader! it was for the joy of
having poor sinners, such as you and me,
with Himself for ever.

There was no other way apart from
His death, for, “ Kxgept a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth
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much fruit,” or “many grains.” Are yow
one of the “many grains”? Are you
one of the “ many sons” on your way to
glory? orare you going on, still unsaved,
in your sing, among the “many” on the
broad road which leadeth to destruction?

L. E,
777 NN~

BIBLE STUDY.
2 CORINTHIANS.

61{18 Epistle develops the affections of
the true servant of God towards
- those whom he serves for God.

1t was written after Titus had returned
from Corinth with the good news that
the 1st Epistle had been used of God for
the spiritual restoration of the believers
in that eity.

In general, therefore, the Apostle
speaks of the affectionate outflow of his
labours towards those to whom he writes,
of the etfects of his ministry, and of the
consolations ministered to him in the
midst of dangers and trials he had ex-
perienced in Asia.

In chaps. i. and 1i. he refers to his 1st
Epistle, and brings them back to the
groundwork of Christianity, the Son of
God preached, and the Spirit of God
reeeived as the * Harnest”- -here is
certainty and establishment.

In the third he contrasts the ministry
of law and grace; in the fourth, of his
ministry and the sufferings it brought;
in the fifth, the confidence of his faith in
view of the Judgmeni-seat of Christ and
its present sanctifying effect on the life
—we should live “not heneceforth unto
ourselves” but “unto Him who died.”
Then, urged by love, we seck the souls
of others.

Chap. vi. is of the deepest importance.
The Christian is of Heaven. His portion
is the glory of Christ. Hence © Beware

of the unequal yoke.” The “world” in
all its thousand forms must he overcome.
Its interests, its motives, its benefits, its
associations — every weight must be
dropped, every link must be snapped to
know the fulness of the Father’s care
and love. Christians—solemn thought!
—are “ the temple of the living God.”
The motive for, and the principle of
giving, is developed in ehaps. viii. and
1x.,, enforced by the greatest example—
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ”;
and in the remainder of the Epistle he
establishes his apostleship in & way which
might well both melt and win the hearts
of those to whom he wrote, and who had
been seeking a proof of his apostleship.
The threefold wish and prayer—the
highest to which the heart can rise-—
closes the Epistle. F. H.

MY CONVERSION.

et HIEN I was a boy at school
] J always realised that the
Churistian life was the best,
that those who believed
in Christ were happy;
but yet I always put off
the day of decision.

T remember making up my mind to
become a Christian when I was older
but I never got any further than this,
until one Sunday night in July 1908, a
Christian friend spoke to me regarding
my soul's salvation. After an hour's
talle he suddenly asked me the straight
question—* Will you aceept Christ for
your Saviour now ?”

Ah, what a question! Have yon, my
young friend, ever been asked that
question, and have you answered it yet ?

Well I knew I ought to be on the
Lord’s side, and I realised perhaps no
more opporbunities would come for me,
so I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as
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my Saviour, and from that cday, when a

[acl of thirteen, I have been kept by
Himselt.

You know, boys and girls, when at
school, life is very pleasant. You have
few or no worrics to contend with, and
you are looking forward to the end of
your school days. Now to those who
will soon e leaving school, I would say,
“Take Christ for your Savicour now.”
When you leave school you enter into a
new experience altogether.  You will
meet with many temptatlons. and diffi-
culties, but if you have Christ for your
Saviour, He wiil never leave you, nor
forsake you. He will ever be at your
side, shielding and guarding you every
hour of the day. Oh, what a blessed
Refure we have! Will you not take
Him to-day ? and your young life will
be made a Dblessing to others if you
surrender wholly to Him.

Some of you may perhaps think youn
are too young to be converted. 1 was
thirteen when I was saved, and I often
wish T had come earlier. You never
can get back past years: they are gone.
Samuel, the prophet, was only « child
when the TLord called him. Josiah, a
king, at eight years ¥ did that which was
rlght in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chron.

xxxiv. 2).  Paul records of Thnothy in
2 Tim. iii. 15 that from o child he knew
the Foly Seriptures. So you are not
too young to be on the Lord’s side.
Then if you read that beantiful verse in
Eccles. xii. 1, which says, “ Remember
ROW thy Creator tnn the days of thy
youwth,” you will see that God wants you
while you wre young.

If you place your soul into God's
keeping, He will keep you and use you
for His glory. *Behold, wnow is the
aceepted time; behold, now iy the day
of salvation.” M. .

OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.
For 8.8. Teachers and Senior Scholars,
MATTHEW xv.

Verses 1-0—The apposition to the Lord eontinued.
He exposes their ginful hypoerisy, and from
their greatest prophet (Tea, xxix, 13), He
proves their guilt--terrible indietintent !

Calling the multitude to Him He exposes to them
the slate and doctrine of the blind guides of a
blinded race.  Like Ephra.im of old they werc
“joined to their idols™ and ta he ““let along ™
tiod had no further testimony for them, anc

would root them up (verse 13).

Verses 15-20--Petor desires the parable eap]uinet]
and the Lord shows thaf the quest-lon 18 not
onc of ontward defilement. Man’s morsl centre
is the hewrt.  Ont from it proceed eight slreans
of dmwerd spiviteel defifement (awful list 1, zud
these deftle Lo man.

The world's history says “Yes® to the Mastor's
revelation of hnmanity’s corrupiion.

If this is man's state, and that of [srael’s leaders as
well, conld the woman of Canaan be refused if
she came ad a claimer of mercy ? She had to
learn to take the low place, but the trial of her
faith was its tehmaph in her Jdangliter being
made whole the same hony,

Bleszed pieture of all those who ceme now on the
ground of sovereion mercy !

Verges 20-31 show us another picture of saving
murey to those oppressed by Satan, and th
result is, as shouid cver be, they glovify God.

Yerzes 32-38 show the hungry fed by the loving
Shepherd in the place of solitude with Himsslf,

What hely lessons we have in this chapfer! Man's
niter ruin in sin, and God’s perfect gmce
meeting man’s deupe%t need. It i3 complete
salvation —a full Chuist for smply sinners.

It is in this way souls are prepared to he **huilt up™
iv God's assembly which is disclosed to as in
chap, xvi.

VWith the clearest revelation of sin comes out the
richest displey of absolute grace, not merely to
Israel. but to the very race under the curse,
viz.—the Canaanite.

The Cross and Atonement were needed to show this
historically and judicially, Lut the meral pro-
cess by which it is sct forth in the Aisfory of
souls, and the ways of Jesus with themn, shounld
fill our minds with heartfelt worship and
adoration, 1. M,
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SHALL never, never forget it,” said Elizabeth. T shall
think of it all day, and dream of it by night; how could
they be so cruel ¢”

“Nay, my dear young lady,” said the old nurse,
stroking the beautiful long silken hmr of Elizabeth, as she
arranged it for the night. “1It is not for little ladies such
as you to call that cruel which the law commands. The

law did it, child; and the law must not be questioned.”

D

113
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The old woman was a Roman Catholic, and as cruel as her creed ;
the girl, though trained in the way of Romanism, hated all its cruelties
with all the hatred of which her young heart was capable. That day
several Protestants had been burnt alive in the market. It had been a
busy day in that old German city. Everybody talked about the execu-
tion, and how the victims had praised God in the fire ; and from one and
from another Elizabeth had heard all about it, and now poured out her
complaint to the old servant who waited on her.

“It must be wrong, Maud ; I'm sure it must be wrong. The good
Jesus, who shed His blood for us, would never want the bloed of His
creatures shed so wantonly.”

““ Little ladies,” interrupted Maud, “ must not talk about such
things as these; all they have to do 1s to learn catechism, and always do
just exactly as their priest tells them.”

‘ But suppose that the priest should make a mistake " asked Lizzy.

“ Priests cannot make a mistake, child; they are always right.”

“ How are they always sure to be right?”

“They get their knowledge from the pope.”

“ And suppose the pope makes a mistake ?”

“The pope make a mistake, child! Little rebel, how dare you say
that word? We shall have some great dragon flying away with you
one of these nights, and then we shall see who's made a mistake.”

“ But, Maud,” said the child in a softer voice, for her nurse’s wrath
alarmed her, “is there not a book called the Bible 2™

““The Bible, child, aye, that there 1s; and a bad book it is.”

“ A bad book! is it not God's book "

“ Never mind that,” said Maud: “1it is the book that the heretics
read, and no good people ever look into it ;—but enough of this; light
your taper and sing your evening hymn—Ave Maria.

The exercise was gone through rapidly enough ; then the child was
put to bed, thé lamp taken away, and in darkness the little one thought
over the dreadful scenes in the market; the flames seemed burning
before her, she seemed to hear the yells of the crowds and the prayers of
the victims; her pillow was wetted with tears, and, trembling and afraid,
she fell asleep.

E % * # * *

When Elizabeth grew older, she was sent by her parents to a convent
near Sear, in East Friesland --now a provinee of the kingdom of Hanover
—there to learn various arts, and likewise the Latin language. She was
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not a favourite with the sisters—her manners, they said, were so reserved.
However this might be, Elizabeth was always kind and gentle, and never
neglected any duty that devolved upon her. Ier great delight was to
steal away into the old library, and turn over the pages of many an
antique book. One day thus employed, she perceived in a dusty corner,
a book that she had never noticed before, She took- 1t, opened it, and
found it to be a Latin Bible. She read it very carefully, till the twilight
deepened into night, and hastily placed 1t under her robe as she heard a
step approaching.

“ Why, still at work, Elizabeth!” said sister Ursula; “you are a
very model to us all.”

The vesper bell rang out its note of summons, and the nuns sang,
and the monks prayed, and the host was lifted amid a shower of incenss,
and so the service ended.

Next day, Elizabeth begged of the lady abbess that she might be
allowed to read the book she had found. The permission was given, and
she was told that if she pleased she might have the book, but to read it
with great caution for fear of heresy.

So Elizabeth read the Bible; prayed to the great God for light upon
its sacred page; saw that Jesus Christ had died for the ungodly, and
that without masses, without works, without the intercession of the
saints, without the authority of Rome, without fastings and vigils,
Heaven might be gained. Torthwith she cast herself upon the Saviour.

But now she felt the full difficulty of her position. She was a mere
child—* a tender damsel,” an old chronicler calls her—and she knew not
what to do. She could no longer join the service of the chapel, she
could no longer enter the confessional, and pour out her heart before any
human being—what was she to do? She resolved to escape.

Among the servants was a milk-girl, in whom she thought that she
could trust. She told her all the truth. The girl resolved to help her,
They exchanged clothes, and in the grey morning the Lady Elizabeth
escaped in the garb of the milk-woman, her preserver afterwards accom-
plishing her own flight from the house. “ Elizabeth confided,” says her
historian, “in the fatherly providence of God Almighty.”

A weary, weary way she travelled—homeless, friendless, knowing not
which way to turn, avoiding the public roads for fear of being followed. By
the fourth or fifth day she was completely exhausted, and sank down by
the hedge to die. In this condition she was found by two good-natured
people, who carried her to their own home and took great care of her.
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Search,however,had been made for her,
and she was discovered with the Latin
Bible in her possession. The tender
maiden was carried to the council-house,
and the next day two Capuchin friars
‘took her to the block-house, and placed
her before the council.

The examination need not be detailed
here. They questioned her as to her
opinions, and she boldly maintained the
Christian faith. They led her away to
the torture tower, and Hang, the sworn
tormentor, applied the thumb-serews, so
that the bleod gushed out from wnder
her nails; but she cried to the Lord,
“Help, O my God, Thy poor handmaiden,
for Thou art a helper in the time of
need.” Then they applied screws to
her ankles, and she fainted, and they
sald, “She is dead!” but after a little,
she recovered again, and they loosened
the iron serews, and spoke to her with
entreaties. It was in vain—God was
her helper in the time of need, and gave
her strength to bear her testimony to
the Gospel of His Son.

“ After this,” goes on the record, “ the
sentence was pronounced upon Elizabeth
in the year 1549, on the 27th of March,
and she was condemned to death by
being drowned in a sack, and thus she
offerad up her body a sacrifice to God.”

Adapted.
on

p—
-—’—__—--

“THEY ARE COVERED.”
o

- HE young often have a clearer

understanding of the truth of
A the Gospel than those of riper
years. “Outof the mouths of

babes :a,nd sucklings Thou hast perfected
praise,”

At the close of a (GGospel meeting a
young girl, C B——— was asked,
“Are your sins forgiven ?”

“Yes,” was the qumk reply.

“What has God done with your sins?”
was asked.

“They are covered,” was the bright
answer.

“How has God covered them ?” was
the next question put.

“With the blood,” was the happy
respornse.

Yes; with this dear young soul the
blood, the precious blood of Jesus, was
everything. God had covered her sins
with the blood, and who could find them?

She had accepted the blessed #ruth of
Ps. xxxii. 1, 2: “Blessed 18 he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom
the Lord impnteth not iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no guile.”

What blessedness there is
possession of Divine forgiveness!

It does not say, “Blessed is he who
possesses millions of dollars, or has much
real estate, or wide possessions, or that
rules an empire,” but, “ Blessed are they
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered. Dlessed isx the man to
whom the Lord will not impute sin”
(Rom. iv. 7, 8).

And who is that one? 'The sinoer
who hag put his whole trust in Jesus
and His blood. He is proclaimed blessed
by God, because * his iniquities are for~
given, and his sins covered.”

They are covered.

By what ?

“The blood "—remember that.

Oh, look to i, dear friend! that your
sins are covered with the blood of Christ,
and that God will remember them no
nore. "

in the

L A
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is very precious to remember
that though we find much in-
struction as to believers in the
Tabernecle and its services, it
is always in connection with the Lord
Jesus, and in relation to some of His
glories and beauties.

Thus we know that if the Tabernacle
rested on the silver of redemption, the
latter pictured forth the preecious blood
of Christ, the true Redeemer: the ransom
money of the Israelite spoke of Him of
whom it is written, “The Son of Man
came . . . to give His life a ransom for
many.”

It is from this foundation that the
Christian views all God’s manifested
glories; from fhis standpoint he sees not

only all his sins gone, all his needs met,
but God's glories revealed, and revealed
in Jesus, the Son of His love. This is
what makes the Tabernacle study so
important, so full of blessing to us as
Christians, and this is the reason why
everything had to be made so carefully,
according to the divine directions and
pattern.

If we are to know God’s glories He a-
lone can instruet us as to them ; He alone
could give them in prophetic pictures.

In the curtains and vail of the Taber-
nacle we enter upon a very blessed study.
They all speak to us of the Lord Jesus.

You would notice last month in the
picture of the framework that one-third
of the whole was divided off by four

—_—
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4

pillars. This smaller space formed the
Holy of Holies, the larger one the Holy
Place. On the four pillars was hung
the vall which thus screened off the
Holy Place from the Most Holy.

The first covering was of fine twined
linen—blue, purple, and scarlet—with
cherubims inwrought, and the vail was
of the same material and pattern. There
were ten of these cherubim curtains,
each 4 cubits wide, by 28 long; they
were joined so as to form two (of five
each}, and these two were linked together
with fifty loops of blue and fifty taches,
or fastenings of gold, which secured loop
to loop (Exod. xxvi. 4-6). The join was
just above the pillars, and the vail hung
beneath the taches. Ieb. x. 20 tells us
the vail represented the flesh of Jesus.
The fine twined linen in the eurtains
tells ot His spotless and perfect humanity;
the Llue declares Him as the Heavenly
Man; the Royal colours—purple and
scarlet—proclaim Him Lord of All and
Israel’s King; and the cherubims teli
that all judgment is committed to Him.

When this wonderful Person died on
the Cross the vail was rent from top to
bottom—not from bottom to top. God
rent it to show that through His death
you and I can go right into God’s pre-
sence. Instead of being kept out, we
are now invited to draw near, Such is
the infinite value of the blood of Jesus,

Then the goats’ hair curtains were
spread over the cherubim cartains. Of
these there were eleven, each 4 cubits
wide, and 30 long. Half of the extra
curtain was doubled up at the front,
probably so as to completely hide the
under curtain from the outside view.
They were joined, five and six together,
and linked with taches of brass.

These curtains depict the holy separa-
tion of Jesus from all evil, He was

holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
ginners, Elijah and John the Baptist
were both very separate men, and both
were clothed in raiment made of hair,

Above these curtaing were the cover-
ings of rams’ skips, dyed red, and those
of badgers’ skins, which seem to figure
forth the deep devotedness of Jesus to
God, even unto death; and His holy
vigilance in keeping Himself as a Man,
undefiled by tempiation, whether it was
Satan or Peter or any other that tempted
Him from the path of obedience.

The hanging at the door of the
Tabernacle and also that at the gate of
the Court was like the wvail, but no
cherubims were on them. Jesus saild,
“I am the Door,” “I am the Way.”

These hangings declare the same
precious truth. Has my reader come
to God through Him ?

When His glories are manifested to
the world, when He comes forth as King
of Kings, erowned with His many crowns,
the cherubim glories will be seen, for
then He will be the Judge of all, but
meantime He is secn only as the gracious
Saviour. May my reader know Him as
the Door, then you will never stand
before Him as your Judge.

.e
A MAN WITH A CHARACTER.

« AVE you a character ¥” is one
of the first questions asked
by an employer, and it
would be well if every

worker in the Gospel field had such a

character as that given in three words

by the Apostle Paul of his co-worker

Epaphroditus,—*my brother—my com-

panion—my fellow-soldier.” “Irother”

denotes relationshiip—and very often we
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are apt to lose sight of the fact that as
children of God, through faith in Christ
Jesus, we are brought into this nearness
to one another, and should therefore
manifest atfection and love, denying our-
gelves, if thereby we can help each other.
The apostle seeks to stimulate this grace;
when writing to the Hebrews he says,
“Let brotherly love continue.” This is
a thing to which all can contribute.
One has said, “If you notice a lack of
love in others, make it up wath loving
more yourself.’

Brothers are not always companions,
but Paul could say of Epaphroditus ke
was his companion in labour. What is
wanted in a companion is like-niinded-
ness. How the heart of the great
apostle must have warmed to this friend,
who, in his untiring devotion, sought to
supply the lack of service on the part of
others, not regarding even his own life
for the work of Christ. Where this
spirit is present no opportunities of
helping each other or serving Christ will
be allowed to slip past unimproved.

But not only was Epaphroditus brother
and companion to the apostle, he was
also a fellow-soldier; one who was ready
to stand by him when in danger, and it
need be, die either with him or for him.
The qualifications of a good soldier are
obedience and eourage. One of eld said,
“ Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”
He was the petfectiy “obedient One,”
and it is for us to follow in His footsteps.
Let us take our orders from © head-
quarters,” go forth in the path of un-
questioning obedience, and we shall
receive grace and strength to go on in
the midst of both indifference and
opposition,

Epaphroditus was a man you could
recommend, because he was a man with
a character. L. L.

NOTHING TO PAY.
oe

1 SUPPOSE there are few
stories in cur English his-
tory more interesting than
the story of the hrave

—— “Maid of Orleans.” Most
of our young readers will doubtless
remember the strange way in which she
felt herself called upon to come forward
in defence of her country and her king,
and how, after a brilliant victory, she
returned to her home. The king being
anxious to reward her for her services
asked her what he could do for her.
Her only request was that the poor
people in her neighbourhood should be
freed from all taxes. You may be sure
her petition was readily granted, and we
are told that year by year, when the tax
collector came round that way, he always
made this entry in his book —

“ Nothing fo pay for the Maid's sake.”

They were free through the work of
another,

Just turn for a few moments to Luke
vii, There we find two debtors; one
owed Live hundred pence and the other
fifty, and when they had “ Nothing to
pay he frankly forgave them both.” Ab!
dear children, this exactly describes your
condition and mine. We have “Nothing
to pay,” but blessed be God, He sent His
only Son to die in our stead, and now
He can offer salvation * without money
and without price” But let me just
remind you that the only way in which
you and I can be free from the debt we
never could pay is through the work of
Another. Jesus, by dying on the Cross,
has met the claims of a holy God about
sin, and now by simple faith in Him we
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can have salvation, and * Nothing to
pay.” It is God’s free gift.

This little story is a very poor ilus-
tration, as only the people living in
Orleans benelited by the bravery of
Joan of Are. But the salvation which
God offers i3 world wide, for “ God so
loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life” (John iii. 16). It takes in
all. God grant that we may see our
lost condition, own our helplessness, and
accept His free salvation, that it may be
true of each one of us that our sips,
“ which are many, are forgiven, for His
Name'’s sake.” L. E.

—N
7N

OUTLINES OF BIELE STUDY,
For 8.8, Teachers and Senior Scholars,
| MATTHEW =xvi,

T the last chapter we have man disobedient, sinful,
away from God, and in need. Here we have
the wiskedness and infidelivy to God of the
Pharisees and S8adducees and the danger of the
disciples being infected with their pernicions
doctrines of tradition and intellectual reason-
inge, buth equally setting aside GGod’s Word,
substituting the authority of man for God's
truth over the consvience. Never was the
warning more needed than now (verses 1-4),

The Lord came into the region of Gentile inHuence
and glory, Cacsarea Philippi. There He puts
to His digeiples the crucial question: *\Whom
do men say that T, the Son of Man, am?”

In putting the qnestion He asserts He was **the
Son of Man.”” That unique Man who was to
come to the ancient of days with the clouds of
Heaven {read au. vii. 13, 14},

The disciples replied (not Peter alone) (I} John
. the Baptist, rizen from the dead ; (2} Elijak,
faithful restorer of [srael, borne in the clouds

of ascension trinmph to glory, and coming
again to prepara Jerael for her aceepted
Lord ; (3) Jeremiah, the suffering prophet of

tears come back to minister smong God’s
oppressed people: {4} One of the prophets,
ARl! now the silence of 400 years iz broken.
God is speaking, and Fle was God's mouth-
piece,  All these were the varied ideas and
thoughts of men concerning Christ then and
now. We seem to be listening to modern
phiiosophy, so ntterly devoid of any purception
of the true Christ of God.

Our Lord demands, *¢ But whom do ve say that I
am ¥ the Bue of contrasiiveness, I want now
youtr estinuefe of My person and glory,  Peter,
now voicing his own personal perception and
faith, replies, ** Thon art the Christ, the Son of
the living Ged.™  As that question was and {s
the question of the ages the auswer was faith’y
everlasting reply to this eternal question. This
answer may be divided inte two parts,

(1) By the Christ, In that gloriouns title — the
Messiah (Heb.), the Anointed (Eug.)—is de-
clared the official glory of His person, In office
He i the woman’s Seed, Bruiger of Satan;
Abrabam’s Seed, Blesser of all nations ; Shiloh,
Uuniter of Adam’s divided sons; the Prophet,
revealing all things; the Star of Jacob, shining
in victorys; the Hon of David, suffering then
reigning ; the troe Priest, tirst atoning then
interceding ; the Truest of Blessings; the
Branch ; the Sun of Righteousress, &c.

{2) The Son of the living God. Here we have the
profound depths of the person, nature, being,
and relationghip with Glod the Father-—the
living Gied, whe had given life to all.  Jesus,
the Son of Man, the Christ, was ag to His saerad
perann Wisdom, Immanuel, (God over all, bleszed
for ever, Lord and God, the Almighty, the
Word, in eternity, personality, and deity (John
{(i. 1}; but in the dnufra relations of the Holy
Trinity He was the ovly begotten Son in the
bosom of the Father ; in eonnection with this
read Phil. ii., Col. i, Heb. i., and 1 John i.,
and nnder the light of these Scriptures we will
perceive, we will understand, as the disciples
latterly understood the meral, official, and
personal stones of (e Churel’s one foundation,
and nhet a man, but a Divine Porson, could he
the Rack of Ages, That Bock which is Christ
(1 Cor. iii. 11; Isa, xxvi. 4, margin; 1 Cor, x.
4), 'The Church bunilt on thizs Bock will be our
next lesson (Dov.)

“ The Célurch’s one foundation is Jesus Christ the
Lord :
She is His new creation by Spirit and the Word ;
From Heaven He came and sought her to be His
Heoly Bride ;
Wwith His owif blood He bougkt her, and for her
life He died.”
I Mt
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Y HE children in our illustration look the very picture of happi-

g7% ness. Three rosy-cheeked little maidens up early to greet
the rosy dawn. A long summer day lies before them which
they fondly hope will be full of unalloyed happiness. But
earthly happiness, however bright, soon gets overclouded,
and the reason is that there is something in the world
called Sin.

Sin is rebellion against God, and leads the sinner away from God,
and to be away from God is to be unhappy. But God is not willing
that we should remain in the distance; He wants us to be brought back
into His own presence where alone true joy ecan be found.

Do you remember the beautiful text in Ps. xvi. 11, *“In Thy pre-
sence i3 fulness of Joy, and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore '? And again, in Ps. xxxi1. 1, David says, “Blessed (or happy)
is the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” So
you see there can be no real happiness unizl the question of sin s settled.

Now just because we could never settle this great question, God
Himself has undertaken to do so, and He has done it in the Cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We read of the Lord Jesus that in wondrous grace
‘“He died, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God,” and
now through virtue of His precious blood the sins of the believer are
covered ; they have been borne by the Lord Jesus and are put away
from under God’s sight for ever. Well may every saved one sing—

“ Happy day ! when Jesus washed my sins away,”

A school inspector once asked the question in the Seripture class,
“ Is there anything (God cannot see?” This was a “poser ” for the class,
and everybody was silent. At last up went little Teddy’s hand, Teddy
was only six years of age, and the class mistress said, * Don’t mind him,
gir ; he is a backward scholar, I fear.”
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But little Teddy’s hand kept bravely up. “ Well!” said the
inspector.  ““ Please, sir, my sins,” said Teddy, “for don’t you know
God’s own dear Son has died to cover them?” A good answer for a
little boy of six! T would that all my readers could say the same.

A. young lad in his teens, when converted, said, “I was never so
happy in my life before.” Of course not—up till that moment he had
been going the downward road with DEaru and Jupament right before
him, but when God, in His grace, laid hold of him and pardoned his sins,
and turned him from darkness to light, then before him lay Iare and
Heraven and Houz, and he had right good reason to be happy.

I knew of another lad, who, when he was converted, wrote the very
next day to tell his uncle,

Here is a bit of the letter :-—

““Dear Uncle,—The best news that I have got to tell you
is that I have been converted. Last night I passed from death
unto life. . . . Mother is glad, and so is David, but there is
nobody so glad as I am myself.” |

A wicked young miner stood at an open-air meeting listening to
the hymn :—

“ What ean wash away my sins?
Nothing but the bload of Jesus”

He felt that he had been a great sinner, and the solemn warning,
“ Prepare to meet thy God,” had often rung in his ears. That night he
believed the preacher’s message, and received the forgiveness of sins.
Next morning, he says, “ 1 went to my work with the joy of Heaven in
my heart.”

I could tell you a great many more stories about boys and girls
and men and women, who have been converted and got the

- JOY OF SALVATION

in their hearts, but space forbids. DBut one thing T want to make quite
clear is, that you will never know real Hapriness until you know Jesus
as your own Saviour. That is the beginning of all true joy, and when
you know that you may go on daily rejoicing in the Lord always.
Then will be true of you what was said of Israel of old, “ Harry
art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people savep By tae Lorp 7
L. L,
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The Tabernacle and

TTE subject this month is the
Court and its Vessels, and
here we shall find some most
important traths typilied,
which deeply concern every reader.

The court was 100 cubits long by
50 wide, encloged by curtains of fine
linen, hung vupon fifty-six pillars, and
5 cubits high.

A hanging of blue, purple, scarlet,
and fine twined linen, supported upon
four pillars, formed the gate, or door,
whieh was always at the east end.

There was but one door, and by it
all who drew nigh to God must enter.
We have already noticed that here the
Lord Jesus is set before us as the one

Way to God.

(e

Lk

|
-l

' was IHis delight.
. and our salvation He also yielded Himn-

Its Lessons.—No. 5.

Then just inside the gate stood the
brazen altar, or altar of burnt-otfering.

The altar is another type of Jesus
who voluntarily rendered to God all
that righteousness could possibly elaim.
He ever yielded implicit obedience at
all costs to Himself; the will of God
But for God's glory

sclt as the willing Vietim for man’s
unvighteousness. The soul that would
draw neat to God must come by the way
of the altar.

There he finds the just and holy
claims of God meet him, and he has

' no righteousness to satisfy them with,

But, see! the claims of the altar are
met by the Vietim wpon it, and in the
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sweet savour of the sacrifice, the one who
comes to God through i1t is accepted.
With Christ as his righteousness, he can
draw nigh to God without fear.

Between the altar and the Tabernacle
stood the laver. It was made of the
brazen mirrors, which the women of
Israel gave, and its use was to hold
water for the priests to wash their
hands and feet at, when they went
inside the Tabernacle, that so they
might be fit to serve aright.

'To enable you to serve and worship
seceptably, dear young Christian, you
must have eclean hands and feet. In
other words, there must be practical
holiness io all your actions and ways.

Now note the wonderful perfection
of the Seriptures,

The laver was made of mirrors as
we have said, because it typifies the
Werd of God in its power to reveal to
all what they are. The Apostle James
likens the Word of Geod to a mirror.
Ob! how it shows us our faults and
the ugliness of our ways. Even the
thoughts and intentions of the heart are
brought to view.

Then like the water, the Word of
God cleanses, so that the believer may
serve and worship, as a holy priest.
(Is. ¢ix. 9; John xv. 3 ; Eph. v. 26).

The altar and the laver tell us then
of the precious blood of Christ that
makes clean, and the Holy Word of
God that keeps clean.

e
_——-’______-‘-——_

The World.

‘WHATEVER passes as & cloud between

The mental eye of faith, and things unseen,
Causing that brighter world to disappear,
Ur geern less lovely, or its hope less dear—
Phuet A5 onr world—onr idol, thougl, it bear
Affection’s impress, or devotion’s air,

A Rich Man's

LT

Will,

OME time ago there passed away
a very rich man, one who had
accumulated a vast fortuue,

: who was in fact perhaps the
second richest man in the world. When
his will was read it was found to begin
with the following remarkable words :—
“1 commit my soul into the hands of my
Saviour, full of confidence that having
redeemed it and washed 1t with His most
precious blood, He will present it fault-
less before the throne of my Heavenly
Father. I entreat my children to main-
tain and defend at all hazards, and at any
cost of personal sacritice, the blessed
doctrine of complete atonement of sin
through the blood of Jesus Christ once
offered, and through that alone.”

When Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan had
lesrned that blessed truth, we are not
told, but evidently he had at length
learned, that what he had long devoted
his time and talents to possess himself
of was, after all, of but little account,
and in view of eternity, of no account
whatever.

ONE TERSON and ONE THING alone
stood out then as of value: that Person,
the Lord Jesus Christ; that thing, His
precious blood.

How largely do material things— .
possessions, enjoyments, the good opinion
of others—bulk in the eyes and hearts of
most people! The young man wants to
get on in the world, also he must have
his sports; while the idea of being
laughed at as a Christian is more than
he can dream of bearing. The allure.
ments that appeal to young girls may
vary a little in their form, but are similar
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in nature, and in the vain quest for
satisfaction in these things the energies
of mind and body are absorbed to the
shutting out of eternal realities.

But why not value these things in the
light of eternity? Wealth cannot soothe
a dying pillow, and it must all be left
behind. Pleasure flies before even the
shadow of the death-bed and leaves a
sting in the conscience that makes the
death-bed restless and fearful.

Fame will give no peace to the soul,
will hold out nothing for the forward
glance from which to draw one ray of
hope for eternity. The life spent with-
out God is gone, and the soul is on the
brink of eternity, with everything in
which it delighted slipping away into
the condemning past.

How different when Christ Jesus and
His precious blood are known, valued,
and rested upon. Here indeed is the
Rock of Ages; here that whieh gives
title to eternal possessions, and joys, and
a name of everlasting fame.

Well may the Lord expostulate with
those who seek Him not: “ Wherefore
do ye spend your money for that which
1s not bread, and your labour for that
which satisfieth not 7 (Isa. lv.).

Reader, Heavenly wisdom elaims your
attention. She cries aloud to you:
“ Receive my instruetion and not silver;
and knowledge rather than ehoice gold.
For wisdom is better than riches: and
all things that may be desired are not to
be compared to it. I love them that
love me, and they that seek mie ecarly
shall find me” (Prov. viil.). May you
hear wisdom's voice and make eternal
riches your portion through faith in

Jesus. F, H.
VY
r>3\

BIBLE STUDY.
GALATIANS,

IN this Epistle the two great principles
of Law and Faith are treated of—
Law which ministers death, condemna-
tion, and bondage; and Faith which
brings life, righteousness, and liberty.

False teachers had insinuated them-
selves amongst the Galatian assemblies,
insisting upon the necessity of circumci-
sion and keeping the law. Such have
been the constant seourge of the Church,
and the value of this Epistle is therefore
great,

In chap. 1. the Apostle establishes his
apostleship as being directly from the
Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father.
Also the Gospel he preached he received
by revelation. 8o, if he, or even an
angel from Heaven, preached any other,
iet him be aceursed. When Peter acted
contrary to it {chap. ii.), Paul withstood
him to the face. Men are justified by
faith, and not by works of law. Nor
can righteousness possibly come by law.
If 1t could, Christ’s death was all in vain.
Moreover (chap. iii.), they had received
the Spirit by the hearing of faith. What
could going back to law add to them
therefore ? Were they to resume their
old standing of eondewmnation under law
in order to be perfected ?

The law could only curse those under
it, because they could not keep it.
Therefore God had made the promises
to Abrabam 400 years befors the law
came, Abraham was justified by faith,
and those who are of faith are Abraham’s
children and are blessed with him.
Fatth lays hold of Christ who redeems
from the curge of law by being made a
curse, The law, then, served to shut up
all to Christ, to demonstrate the impossi-
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bility of receiving life otherwise than in
Christ.

Faith in Him gives us a new standing
{chap. iv.), not of slaves but of sons; and
the Holy Ghost, received as the seal of
faith, leads us into the knowledge of
sonship, and inspires the cry of this
new and wonderful relationship-—“Abba,
Father.” If sons, then heirs. Thus they
were the children of Jerusalem above,
‘not of the bond-woman, but of the free,
and heirs according to promise.

Moreover {chap. v.) the Spirit is the
seal and power of righteousness, and in
the fruit which He produces in the soul
the law is fulfilled. Ilis presence is
antagonistic to the flesh. He is the
Spirit of life in believers, and walking
in the Spirit they will not fulfil the
desires of the flesh, but bring forth the
fruit of the Spirit, a lovely cluster indeed.

God forbid that we should glory save
in the Cross of Christ which has severed
every tie with the world for the Christian
—its religion, its politics, its whole course
and system. Not outward ceremonies,
but a new creature alone availed any-
thing for God; and this by faith in
Christ Jesus the believer is.

As for the Apostle he bore in his body
the marks of the Lord Jesus—marks of
the sufferings he endured for his testi-
mony to Him, and for the truth of which
the Galatlans were being robbed by the
false tenchers they had listened to.

F. M.

d
";/7&

PLENTEOUS PRAYER.
PLENTEOUS PRAISIKC.
PLENTEOUS PREAGHING.
PLENTEOUS PRACTISING.

_ S PLENTEQUS
BLESSINC.

L ./—‘._.-“'

MY CONVERSION.
o

2ud HEN I was quite -young 1 used
("8 to think that I Would like to

ARk  be a Christian, and although I
went to the Sunday School, I really did
not see my need of being saved. 1
thought that to be a Christian was just
to live a fairly good life, and that it
wouid be all right in the end. But God
let me see that 1 was a lost sinner and
needed salvation, ,

God spoke to me through a serious
iliness, and as I lay in bed the thought
of death crossed my mind. But, as I
thonght on those things, Satan Whlspered
“You are not very bad, if you die you
are sure to get to Heaven” No one

‘sought to point me to the Saviour, so

I listened to the voice of Satan and
he succeeded in driving away serious
thoughts that had been awakened in
my mind. But as it is not the will of
God that any should perish, He raised
me up again and restored me to my
asual heaith, but I did not turn to Him.

Soon after this, however, 1 became
quite conscious that I was a lost sinner
on my way to destruction. I wanted
to be saved, but did not know how. 1
prayed and prayed, but still got no
peace ; then the thought came to me
that I was not good enough and that T
would have to make myself fit for God,
but scon found out that this was of no
use, By this time I was quite miserable,
I did not know what to do, or what
was hindering me, I seemed to be guite
blind, although I knew and believed
that Jesus could save me, After having
gone on in this way for some time I
went one evening to a Gospel Meeting.
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CONSTANT SUPPLY,

Y

I do not know one word that the preacher
said, bub at the close of the meeting he
asked all who had trusted Jesus that
night to stand, and [ rose to my feet,
and came away rejoicing in the know-
ledge of sins forgiven. The load that
had been weighing me down for so long
was completely removed, and I became
a new creature in Christ Jesus,

It seems quite impossible for me to
fully tell how God in wonderful love
and merey dealt with me, until I yielded
myself unto Him. But my prayer to
God is, that should this fall into the
hands of any one anxious about their
soul’s salvation that they will not put
off as I did, but that they will trust in
the finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and get peace through believing
on His name. B. W. V.

o

Constant Supply.

@0 those who wait upon the Lord

thera is always given strength
adequate to the trials of the day, and
there ought to be no anxiety as to the
trials of the morrow. OL! the peace
which a true Christian might possess if
he would take God at His word, and
trust Him to make good His promises.
Day by day his duties might be more
arduous, his temptations stronger, his
trials more severe; but he would ascer-
tain that the imparted strength grew at
the same rate, so that he was always
equal to the duties, vietorious over the
temptations, and sustained under the

trials,
o

SPREAD the Bible before the Lord.
Ask Hiwm to teach you both your own
ignorance and His wisdom.

Little Things.

(DATCH for and meditate on the
little ways of God with you If
you do not, you will never accumulate
enough ground for praise, nor learn the
lessons His love would teach. The
manna was small as hoar frost ; what if
any had neglected to eollect the atoms
—they were so small—and waited to
find a large piece? All the most
precious things come to us in atoms
—e.g., heat, light, &ec.

Do not despise the chastening, think-
ing you will brave 1t ouf, and get over
it; bub learn from the little things, the
little crosses, the little frials, the little
sorrows, and at the same time treasure
up and accumulate the least tokens of
love daily showered on you, showing
the constant sustained interest of Him
who loves you enough to eount each
hair ; then you will know how to be at
once praying always, and in everything
giving thanks.

e

Reasons for Studying the Bible

T is a wirror, to show me myself,
Jas. 1. 23, 24,

Tt is a hammer, to break my hard
heart, Jer. xxiii. 29,

It is a fire, to purify me from evil
Jer, xxili, 29,

It is food, to nourish and sustain my
soul. Jer. xv. 16,

It is a lump and a light, to guide my
feet aright. DPs. exix. 105.

It i3 good seed, to produce s harvest
for God's glory. Matt. xiiil. 37.

It is a discerner, to keep my motive
always pure, Heb, iv. 12,

It is & sword, to enable me to fight
for my King. Eph. vi 17.
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W HE Bass Rock is situated in the Firth of Forth, where it
widens out to the sea—two miles from the shore of East
L.othian, and three miles east of the town of North Berwick.
A sail of about twenty miles further up the Forth brings us
to Leith, the port of Edinburgh. The Rock rises ma_]e%tlcally
out of the sea to a height of over 300 feet, and slopes down
towards the south-west, where alone it is possible to land.
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It is about a mile in circumference ; its perpendicular cliffs are of basalt,
and on its sloping surface the scanty herbage pastures a few sheep.

Many lessons may be learned from the past history and present
features of this lonely islet. In the times of the Covenanters many of
them were imprisoned for years in the Castle (now a ruin), which was
erected near the only landing-place. This Castle was used as a prison in
the time of Charles L. and James II., and records of this time describe
the sufferings of the prisoners for conscience sake in its damp and dark
dungeons, with the waves sometimes washing over into the cells, some of
which were caverns below the sea level. The cell of one Nonconformist
minister named John Blackadder (whose tomb is in North Berwick
churchyard), is about seven feet by eight, and 1s still pointed out to the
few visitors who land. Ie and others suffered here because they refused
to recognise the king as the head of the Church, and also denied his right
to appoint bishops and cleroy over them at his own pleasure. Another
offence was holding Gospel Meetings (called *“conventicles™) without
licence from the Government, and some Christians were even hanged for
taking part in these field preachings, We who live in these days, where
liberty to worship and preach according to our conscience and knowledge
of the truth is enjoyed by all, only feebly realise how great our privileges
are compared with the martyrs of old. Nevertheless, though severe
persecution has ceased in this land, this fact may serve as a snare unless
we are watchful, leading us into friendliness with a world which is, as
much as ever, hostile to God (James iv. 4).

From ap. 1691 to 1694 the Rock was held with great courage by
twenty Jacobites (followers of King James II.), who, being imprisoned
here, surprised and overpowered the small garrison, and held out against
the ships of King William by the aid of the few cannons on the isle.
They were supplied by friends on shore with provisions, but the punish-
ment of death was awarded to any who were detected in this act. One
gentleman, being convicted of such an attempt, was condemned to die on
a gallows erected on the shore opposite the Rock, that its defenders might
witness his fate. However, a shot from a cannon on the Rock alighted
amongst the executioners, and scattered them in dismay. KEventually,
after being reduced to two ounces of rusk each day, the brave defenders
surrendered on highly honourable terms, having the testimony borne to
them by their conquerors that they had done their duty like brave men,

Dear boys and girls, are we standing for Jesus against great odds,
the rightful King, who is now absent, as these men held out for him

Loving Words 20 (1914)



Loving Words 20 (1914)

“YE ARE NOT YOUR OWN.” 43

whom they acknowledged as their king, then in absence and rejection ?
If so, we shall not need to surrender through lack of provisions or help,
for Jesus 1s ever ready to succour and sustain, and greater is He that 1s
in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John iv. 4).

At the present time, a lighthouse recently built on the Rock sheds
a light which can be seen at might.at a distance of eighteen wiles. So
Jesus, when here, was the light of the world, and now that He is absent
we are to shine as lights in the world (Phil. ii. 15).

But what makes the Bass Rock an interesting sight is the vast
number of sea-birds that make its rugged ledges and crevices a shelter
and a home. As one passes by on a steamer, the sides are seen to be
covered by thousands of white gannets—¢ solan geese” as they are called
—a species of sea-fowl that finds in this inaccessible spot a free and
secure abode. Passing steamers blow the shrillest blasts from their top
horns, in order to alarm the birds, but they may be seen nesting calmly
on the shelving sides, or circling round in airy flights as if no enemy
existed.

How these birds teach us the lesson of finding in Christ shelter,
safety, and indeed all we need! David could say, “The Lord is my
Rock, my Refuge, wy Saviour” (2 Sam. xxii. 8), How many of the
young readers of this magazine can say, “MY ”? It is a personal
possession which is spoken of by David. May each of our young readers
learn from the birds, which, like the conies, are but a feeble folk, yet
make their houses in the rock. Jesus, in resurrection power—Conqueror
over death—is typified by the rock rising firmly and steadily above the
angry waves which dash ab its sides.

Delay not, then, dear young reader; but, trusting in Him who is
the Rock of Ages, find in Him shelter from judgment, rest—yea, all you
need for time and eternity. E. R.

“YE ARE NOT YOUR OWN.,”

1 Cor. vi 19,

Now I belong to Jesns, Yes, I belong to Jesus,

Fm not mny own at all: And He belongs to me.
H‘lﬁ‘fg'{?iﬁ‘il? ]Htlﬁ 1”‘}“]5—’5 arms, For Jesus is my All in A,

VL ot iet me Tall. There’s nothing can us sever;
) . ) For L am His, and He iz mire,

He bought me with His precions blood, For ever and for ever.

He died to seb me free; JANE ANDERSON,
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THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

now come to the Holy
Place. It was 30 feet long
by 15 feet wide aud 15 feet
high,forming thus a double
square, We have already
noticed that the door was
a hanging or curtain, the same as the
gate of the court. These and the vail
each contained 100 square cubits. They
all spoke of the person and perfections
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Inside the Holy Place, on the left hand
(Exod. xxv.}, stood the golden candle-
stick or lamp-.stand. It consisted of one
eentral shaft, with three branching arms
on each side, forming seven separate
shafts. Each was heautifully wrought

Its Lessons.—No. 6.'

with knops, flowers, and almonds, three
times repeated—in the central shaft four
times—representing buds, flowers, and
fruit. It was all of gold, and weighed a
talent, which is reckoned to have equalled
£6000 of our money. We have seen that
gold represents what is according to the
divine nature, and seven is the number
for perfection.

We have here set hefore us in figure,
then, Jesus as the One in whom and
through whom the light of God shines
in its perfection. While on earth He
could say, “I am the Light of the world,”
and 1t is spid of Him in the Heavenly
city of Rev. xxi. 23, “The Lamb is the
Light hereof.” Then you will remember
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that the Lord said to His disciples, “ Ye
are the light of the world” and “ Let
YouUT F/Lght so shine before men.’

The world ecrugified Jesus, and thus
put cut for the time the light they could
not bear, but God took care that His
Word should remain here. And then
the Holy Ghost came down to turn poor
dark sinners into lights: first shining
into their hearts, so that from them light
might shine out in their life and testi-
mony (2 Cor. iv. 6; Rev. i. 20). Jesus is
the Source of light: His people give light
as they reflect Him.

On the right hand side stood the table
of shewbread. Tt was made of wood,
overlaid with gold, and all its vessels,
1.e., cups or bowls for the wine of the
drink- offering and the frankincense, were
of gold. Its helght was 2 feet, 3 inches ;
its length 3 feet; its breadth 18 inches,
On it were laid every week twelve loaves,
or flat round cakes. This was the shew-
bread or bread of presence.

You remember, no doubt, that Jesus
spoke of Himself as “the Bread of God”
(John vi. 33). The shewbread presents
Him thus—the Object in whom God
found infinite delight, the very food of
His heart; for, you know, our hearts
(that is our affections) need food, and
everybody has some object in which he
or she delights. What is yours, young
reader 2 Is it the Lord Jesus Christ?
If not, you will have disappointment and
BOTTOW ; yea, eternal loss.

The wine of fhe drink-offering showed
the joy God has in Jesus, and the frank-
incense tells of the infinite fragrance of
His name to God.

Just ag God’s people are like Christ,
will they too be something like the
shewbread, the wine, and the frank-
incense to God.

The only other furniture in the Holy

Place was the golden altar or altar of
incense. It was made of wood, overlaid
with gold, and was 18 inches square and
8 feet high. It stood outside the wvail
{(Exod. xxx.). On it the priest laid fire
talcen from off the brazen altar, and on
the fire placed sweet incense twice daily.
This caused the sweet odour of the
ineense to ascend before God in connee-
tion with the sacrifice of the brazen altar.

Only thus ean worship or intercession
ascend acceptably to God. Only by the
sacrifice of Calvary and the incense of
the name of Jesus can any worship or
pray acceptably.

Nadab and Abihu put other fire—not
the fire of the altar—in thelr censers,
and they died for their presumption.
There are many Nadabs and Abihus now
who think that mere music or singing is
worship.

Let my reader learn from our lesson
the worship that God ean receive ; and,
through personal interest in the work of
Jesus, gladly render it. F. H.

= IN

TRIED AND TRUE.
oe

=id WILL have none of that
sort of thing here. You
will go with me on
Wednesday to the Picture

B Palace,or leave the house.”
Such was the greeting that met
Jeannie's confession that that night she
had been converted to God.

She had been to the meeting and
learned that she was a sinner and that
Jesus was the Saviour she needed. In
simple faith Jeannie trusted Him, and,
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EPHESTANS.

arrived at home, she did what every
one who trusts Christ should do, she
covfessed Him.

Alas! that we should have to pen
words like the above from a mother's
lips in reply, and she meant them, sad
to say.

Wednesday came, and with it the
mother’s renewed attempt fo get the
young disciple to go to the Picture
House, and so to choke the Word in
her soul and lure her back into the
world: but grace was given Jeannie
to quietly say she eould not go. « Well,
you will leave the house on Saturday
then,” said the angry mother.

Suturday came, and meantime Jeannie
had arranged with some Christian friends
to come to them to lodge, if she mus}
leave her home,

The mother held to her purpose
and the young woman packed her few
belongings and was ready to go when
her father should come home. He came,
asked her where she was going to stay,
and then bade her go.

Thus even now, in the eapital of
privileged Seotland, does the confession
of Christ’s pame invelve for some the
leaving of all for His sake.

Oh! the terrible remorse of that
mother in Hell. Already had the same
means proved successful in turning
back the feet of two younger sisters
who had confessed Christ. “ Better a
millstone round the neck and drowned
in the depths of the sea,” says the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. May God give
her repentance, Long years ago, a
similar case occurred.

I fear the mother repented not, but
in his old age the daughter who was
turned out of home when she told of
having been converted, took the father
into her house, poor as she was, and

had the blessed recompense of being
the means of his salvation. She nursed
him through his last illness and had the
Joy of witnessing his sirple trust and
heavenly peace, and not long since, of
laying his body to rest till Jesus comes,

Young reader, do not be ashamed to
confess Christ! Cowards (the feartul)
lhead the dread list of the lost in
Rev. xxi. 8.

Trust Him, confess Him, live for

Him, then when the day of glory dawns
He will confess you betore an assembled
Umiverse.

-V
7OV

EPHESIANS,
oe

A\ HIS Epistle along with that to
% the Romans has been styled
“great.” It presents the
truth to us from the stand-
point of (tod's counsels; tells
how He has planned from eternity
the blessings that believers have
been brought into; deseribes these
blessings, and then exhorts upon the
basis of them. But it brings these bless-
ings before us as that which God has
counselled and brought about for His
own good pleasure, for the gratification
of His own heart. Nothing, therefore,
can exceed the unfoldings therein given,
either of the grace that males them ours,
or of the glory that attaches to them.
In the opening verses the spiritual
blessings are detailed. Who can estimate
their wealth? Then the apostle prays
that those he writes to might have
spiritual capacity and power to know
them. The power that raised up Christ
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from among the dead snd settled Him
at God's right hand is for us, Christ
giorified as man at God’s right hand is
the measure of God's thoughts for us.

In the second ehapter the work of Ged
in quickening us when we were dead in
sins 1s spoken of, and the wonderful
motives in God’s heart for so doing are
given us, as well as the blessed and
glorious results of this action of sovereign

race.

In the third chapter the apostle un-
folds the great mystery of the Church,
hitherto “hid in God,” and prays that
they might be able to enter into the
immeasurable immensity of the great
thourhts of God, and to know the love
of Christ, although it passes knowledge.
A blessed paradox for the heart!

The rest of the epistle is takenm up
with exhortations, of which verse 1 of
the fourth chapter gives the key.

Oh! what a walk should follow upon
the possession of such Heavenly dignities
and relationships, upon the exhibition
towards such as us of such measureless
lave and grace,

This love and grace are indeed to be
‘to us the spirit and pattern of our deal-
ings with feilow-saints, and in general.
The various relationships of life are to
be taken up and exereised in the power
of Heavenly grace. It will be the
constant endeavour of the powers of evil
to cast us down from the practical enjoy-
ment of the Heavenly heights in which
divine counsels and grace have set us,
but if elad in “the whole armour of
God ” we shall be able to maintain our
ground, even in the evil day, and having
done all, to be found standing when the
Lord comes. F. 1L

The Three Longest Reigns.
.o

O doubt most of our young
readers know which are the
three longest reigns recorded
in our English history. With

the exception of Queen Victoria, we are

told that Henry 111, Edward III, and

George [l1. reigned longer than any

other sovereigns,

I want just for a few moments to draw
your attention to three long reigns we
find spoken of in the Word of God. The
tirst we find in Rom. v. 2L

The Reign of Sin.

‘What a long sad reign that has been!
It began with Adam, and sin has been
reigning ever since. You and I are
living in this reign which, terrible as it
is, will come to an end one day. “ Sin
reigned unto death,” for “the wages of
gin is death.” Perhaps you think this
1s a very gloomy subject. Ah! dear
children, it need not be so; Jesus has
been into death and taken away its
sting, I onee heard of a gentleman who
went to a certain fown to purchase a
house. It was » fine one, and pleasantly
situated on a hill, and suited bim exactly.
He was on the verge of decision, but
happening to go to the window saw a
funeral pass by, and was told that the
cemetery was near. “ Ah!” said he,
“ that will decide it, T could not live here
to be constantly reminded of death.”
Death was evidently a terror to him, It
was clear he knew nothing of a Saviour’s
love. He eould not take up the language
of St. Paul, and say, “ Having a desire to
depart, and be with Christ, which is far
better” How does it stand with you,
dear young reader ?
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Now look af the second long reign.
The Reign of Grace,

which reigns unto Eternal Life (what a
blessed contrast!) by Jesus Christ. You
have lived in the first reign, do you know
anything of the second? Has thesaving
grace of the Lord Jesus reached you,
dear e¢hild ¢ It not, iy to Him at once,
own your lost condition, and claim the
pardon He is waiting to bestow., My
father once told me he lived in fwo reigns.
He was a little boy when King William
IV, died, and can easily remember the
Coronation of our Queen. Thank God,
he lived in these two reigns of which
we are speaking. * Ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
He was rich, yet for your sakes He
hecame poor, that ye throngh His poverty
might become rich” (2 Cor. viii. 9). But
let me remind you that this long reign
will end-—~when? We know not: but
very soon Jesus will come and take away
those who are His own. The day of
orace will be over, the door of merey
shut, and where, oh! where will you
be ?
¢ Then parents, sisters, brothers come ;
Don’t delay,
For Jesus all the work has done ;
Don’t delay.
Ol ! eome, for time is fleeting fast,
The day of graee is hastening puast,

And Jesus He will come at last ;
Don’t delay.™

The third is
The Reign of Righteousness.

You will find it in 1 Cor. xv., “Then
cometh the end, when He shall have
delivered up the Kingdom to God, even
the Father, when He shall have put
down all rule and all authority and
power, for He must reign till He hath
put all enemies under His feet.” L. E.

OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY,
For 8.8. Teachers and Senior Scholars.
MATTHEW =xvi

Verse 18.—The confession of the Lord by Peter
gives occasion for Jesus to reveal the gecret of
etornity, viz.—the Church: Fis Building,
Rody, FPemple, Bride, and City, who is also
God’s priests and co-hedis with Cheist in regal
il

Here our Lord shows He will build His assembly.
The secretis firsl disclosed here to Peter ; such
a thing was never known to prophets in Old
Testament Seriptures. Kphes. iii. 4, 5, and
Col. i. 26 male this plain. The Lord shows
it was Fis work alowe, however much He
might uge avangelists, apostles, teachers, and
pastors as His spiritual agents, “ f wifl build
My assembly, and the gates of Hell (Hades)
ghall not prevail against it.”  Being the work
of the Son of God, we do not wonder at its

© o incorruepbibility and invineibdlity.

The volling centuries, after sixty generations, find
the true Church of God {compesed of all trae
Christians) steadily peinting a dying world to
her Lving glorified Head with whon she is oue
by the Holy Spirit. The greatest of earth’s
monarchs spent the forece of their empires in
vain to destroy her—they lie in their tombs—
she lives,

The waorld's intellectual giants spent their mental
powers to show she was a thing of folly, She
holde to-day the tereh of wisdom in a morally
witless gencration, while she stands firm on
the Rock of Truth. The great heretics have
sought to leaven her testimony and doctrines,
The Holy (shost raised up men of Giod to defead
the faith of (God’s elecs.  The faith is believed
and the Book of the Faith has been translated
into 4530 languapes, the heretics are forgotten,
and their books arc wastepaper, while they
wait the judgment seat of God for their damn.-
able errors. The scofling infidel pours forth
his daring blasphemies—a decade passes, and
these affect the Church of God ne more than
a cup of water on u mighty furnace. Why?
The living Lord builds, the Holy Spivit works,
the Eternal Father cells, and seither man,
angel, nor devil ¢an touch or mar the con-
structive work of Christ, the Son of the living
(iod, in building and maintaining the Church
of the living God, which ig the pillar and
ground of the truth,

—_—
¥

(17

Erraty in last paper.—Substitute ““ names” for

** gtomes ” under No, 2, last paragraph.
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A Bottle and the Well.

) HERE is a great difference between a bottle and a well. This
g7 difference 15 very marked in Gen. xxi. 14, 19. In verse 14
Hagar is sent away with a bottle of water on her shoulder,
but in verse 15 the water is all spent, and Hagar and her son
Ishmael are in great need, and she weeps. Then God hears
the voice of the lad, for he must have been weeping also,
Thirsty and with no water to drink, what can they do in such
a wild wilderness ¢ They can do nothing, and know it. But now read
verse 19: “ And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water, and
she went and filled the bottle with water”; not a bottle but a well. In
contrast to Hagar’s spent water-bottle, Rebecca drew sparkling water
from an unfailing well. God does not give bottles full of good things,
He puts us in touch with the Fountain of all blessing, the Lord Jesus
Ohnst Now, if we apply this little picture to ourselves, we will see how
this is so. Wt, like Hagar, have our bottles of (I will say) pleasure, and
we know how soon they get empty, and then we crave for more, and go
to the world for it to a party, picnic, coneert, and the thousand and one
other things Satan has on the way like so many taps from which to draw
something “for the moment, for we know 1t 1s only for the moment; the
most exciting time is soon past, and then has it satisfied us? Far from
it. Weare more eager for something else. So time goes on, and eternity
draws nearer and nearer. But the Splrlt of God does bring in a time in
our history when we find our bottles empty, and the broken cisterns of
this poor world can no longer supply us with the pleasures it used to. I
do not say there are no pleasures in the world, but Seripture calls them
the ¢ pleasures of sin for a season.” For some it 13 a long season, for
others short; but both reap the wages of it. *The wages of sin is
death™; “after death judgment”; “the great white throne”; and *“the
lake of fire.”

Liet us look now at one or two instances in the New Testament of
those whose bottles were empty, and they knew it. The prodigal (Luke
xv.) is a good sample. ‘‘He spent his substance In riotous living, and
began to be in want; and he fain would hawve filled his belly with the
husks the swine did eat,” and we read, “No man gave unto him.,” What
then? He turns his eyes homeward; he thinks of his father’s
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house and the plenty; his eyes are opened to see the well there. Soon
his feet are there, and his bottle, go to speak, is more than filled. There
are true pleasures there. “They began to be merry.” *The pleasures
for evermore.”

The poor woman in Luke viil. iy another sample. She had spent
all her living upon physicians, and could not be healed of any. Her
need was great, her case was hopeless, and she was helpless. Her botile
indeed was empty, but the well was there, and her eyes were opened to
see Him (the true Well of Life), and she stretches forth her hand of
faith, and touches, and 1s healed immediately. She is more than satisfied,
and He (the Savmur) 18 glorlﬁed The word is, “ Daughter, be of good
comfort ; ... go In peace.

Where are you, dear young reader? Has your bottle run dry?
Have you a deep-felt need that this poor world cannot meet? Jesus
can, and only He. Come to Him. He says, ““If any man thirst, let
him come unto Me, . . . as the Seripture hath said, Out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.” And in John iv. 14— But whosoever
drinketh of the water I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
I shall give him shall be a well of water springing up into everlasting
life.” The last Gospel invitation 1s to “ the thirsty to come, and whoso-
ever will, let him take of the water of life freely " (Rev. xxii. 17). Only
Christ can give true pleasure, lasting joy, peace, and satisfaction. They
imw not on earth, but come from Heaven, from the risen, qlorlﬁed

aviour. He only can fill the heart with all that we can desire. This
was once pointed out to me this way. “Now, the heart is triangular,
is it not?” “¥Yes” “ And the world round?” “Yes” *“Now,if you
drop the round thing info the triangular, will it fill it?” ¢ Why, no;
there are the corners empty.” That is so, and if you could get all the
world into your poor heart, small as 1t is, it would not fill i1t; nor was it
intended to. Christ only can do that, and He will, just now, if you will
let Him. My prayer for you, dear young reader, is that you let Him.

R. L.
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§2 THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

The Tabernacle and Its Lessons.—No. 7.

HIS month the subject before
us is the Most Holy Tlace
The presence of God there
made it so. There was only

one piece of furniture there—the Ark

{see 1llustration). It was made of wood,

overlaid within and without with gold.

It was about 3 feet @ inches long, 2 feet

8 inches high and broad. The top, or

lid, was formed by the merey-seat, with

cherubim at the ends, beaten out of purc

gold. It was called the Ark of the

Covenant, and here was God's earthly

throne. He dwelt “ between the cheru-

bim.”

The Ark typified Jesus. The wood
told of His manhood; the gold, of His
divine nature and being.

s

The tables of the law (or covenant, or
testimony, hence its names) were put in
tue Ark, thus shadowing forth Him who
could say so traly, “ 1 delight to do Thy
will, O My Cod; yea, Thy law is within
My heart” {Ps. xl. 8). The doing of that
wiil led Him to the Cross.

The pot of manna was laid up in the
Ark., Christ Jesus is the hidden Manna
of Rev. i, 17. Then,in Aaron’s rod that
budded, also prescrved in the Ark, we
have the setting forth of God’s chosen
High Priest. according to the power of
resurrection Iife, so blessedly known now
in Jesus as He appears in the presence
of God for His people on high.

The mercy-seat was God's throne.
What a precious truth for us in our need!
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The cherubim represent God's power in
judgment. DBut how significant the fact
that their faces looked towards the mercy-
seat ! There on the great day of atone-
ment the blood of the sin-offering was
sprinkled. That blood showed that
death had already passed upon a vietim,
and it met the gaze (typically) of those
who, but for it, must have inflicted the
pumshment of the sin upon the sinner.
Here was the setting forth, in figure, of
the great reality which God is now
setting forth. Speaking of Jesus, Ro-
mans iil. 25 says, “ Whom God hath set
forth, a mercy-seat, through faith in His
blood that He might be just, and
the Justifier of him which belleveth in
Jesug.” “The blood of Jesus Christ,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin”

Can you say, “Cleanseth me," dear
reader ¢ Have you met God at the
mercy-seat ? To mect Him there is to
be justified by Him from all things.

All in the Holiest spoke of Jesus—
the gold, the eurtains above, the wail,
the Ark, the silver sockets. All told of
Him—His wonderful person and His
finished work with its glorious and
blessed results. “In Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” He
s the Ark of God’s covenant. That is,
in Him all God's promises centre, and
by Him they will all be fulfilled. As
Man He shall wield the sceptre, and
execute judgment on the wicked. He
will establish the throne of God univer-
sally and destroy the last trace of the
work of the devil in Heaven and earth,
while He will gather God's redeemed to
eternal glory in the new heavens and
the Ililew earth, when “ God shall be all
in

* How wondrons the glories that meet
In Jesus, and from 1lis face shine,”

What sayest thou of Him ? F. H.

MY CONVERSION.
e

HAVI ever had cause to he
thankful that I was converted
at the age of fourteen. My
story will not be so interesting
as that of some prodigal son who goes
out into the world and samples its
pleasures and its punishments, and is
then converted, but I have no desire to
change places with such a one. How
intevesting it would be if 1 could teil of
being saved from a burning vessel! but
whe would willingly face the risks and
the suffering of such an experience?
The lad who would put off the day of
decision till, like the prodigal son, he
has seen a bit of the world, is gambling
with his eternity, and is by the very act
despising the Lord Jesus Christ.

At the Sunday School which I attended
I was faithfully taught about the Loli-
ness and love of God, about my own
sinfulness, and about Him who was
made sin for us. Feeling in some
measure the burden of sin, I tried to
be better, but with little sunccess. I
stumbled, like many others, at the
slmphclty of the Gospel. 1 remember
reading a stmple illustration which
helped me greatly. Tt was to the effect
that a passenger entering a ship had
nothing to do in order to arrive at his
destination. He had simply to trust the
ship and the eaptain, step on beard, and
sit still, Thus grasping the great truth
that we are saved not by #rying, but by
trusting ; not by toiling, but by taking;
not by feeling, but by fwith, there still
remained some other problems. Would
I he able to stand? What about my
companions? But my burden weighed
upon me, and these and other objecblons
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PHILIPPIANS.

which at one time seemed so great, grew
eradually less and less in contrast with
the love of God and my great need. So
the decision was made, and Christ has
kept me these many years. “The Lord
is my Shepherd.” I did not know how
I eouid have the courage to break with
my companions, but I was saved the
trouble, for when they knew I was a
Christian they lett me alone.

For the benelit of other young lads
and girls who are anxious, I may say
that [ had an idea that conversion would
mean some strange internal experience.
I suppose this was through hearing
people speak of being filled with the
Spirit. I found, however, that the first
step was to trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ to save me in the same way that
I trusted my father and mother to pro-
vide me with food and clothes. 1 hope

my story may be helpful to some who
are anxious as I was then, and that they
may enter into peace even as they read
this,

I

PHILIPPIANS.
o

—=IN this epistle we have set

A before us true Christian
experience as exemplified
in the pattern man of
iy Christianity.  He longs
earnestly that the Philippians might be
“gincers and without offence till the day
of Christ.” As for himself, even his im-
prisonment had furthered the Gospel,
and he rejoiced that Christ was preached
the more on account of his bonds. He
would fain depart and be with Christ,

which was far better, but as to abide in
the fiesh was the more needful for them,
he believed he would so abide.

As to humility (chap. 1i.) Christ Jesus
is the great example: “He emptied Him-
self.” Only a divine person could do
that, but we are exhorted to have the
same mind. The divine way up 18 to
oo down. He that humbleth himself
shall be exalted.

The beautiful way in which Timothy
and Epaphroditusare spoken of isveryin-
structive, and in these servants of Christ
also we see pattern men—men of purpose
of heart, in whom the power of divine
love was clearly seen. The mutual
affections of fellow-labourers for the
Lord are beautifully portrayed here.

Next we have the man of purpose
exemplified in chap. iii, KEverything
that might have exalted him as a natural
man he counied as so much refuse.
Christ in glory was the goal of his
aspirations and strivings, and everything
which contributed to the realisation of
the power of this object in his soul was
welcomed. He would realise in practical
power the pathway of his Lord, as he
struggled after the same goal. He had
not yet attained, he was conscious of
imperfections, but he had the one fhing
before him, and exhoried all to like-
mindedness with him.

'The believer should always be without
anxious care (chap. iv.), and be ocenpied
only with what is good. Christian giving
and receiving are pictured in lovely
colours, It is fruit that abounds to the
account of the giver, is to God a sacrifice
of a sweet savour, and awakens thanka-
giving to God in the receiver.

Thank God, there were saints in
Caesar’s household : a Greater than
Caesar was obeyed there by many,

F. H.
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THE TWINS IN THE BAG. gy

THE TWINS IN THE BAG.

© To proclaim liberty fo the ewpzwes, and the apening of
the prizon o them thaf are bound,”—Isaiah 1xi. 1.

SWNANY years ago I had a very

' large ca.rpet. bag made to

carry my hymu sheets and

picture books in. It will

=24 hold about 12,000. I want

to tell you somethmn‘ that happened the
first time I used it.

I had to take a mission in a country
town, and a lady kirdly invited me to
stay at her house. When I reached it,
her little twin boys, who were five years
old, were astonished to see such a big
bag, and asked what was in it,

So I opened it and showed them the

icture leaflets and other papers, asking
them to help in taking them out, which
they enjoyed doing very much.

When the bag was empty, I asked
the boys if they would like to get inside.

“(h, yes! that would be fine fun,”
they said.

“Very well, get in then”

So one little fellow got in, and soon
the other followed, but found it rather a
tight fit.

Then I shut the bag, and carried them
about the room in it, while they laughed
and shouted.

But when I put the bag down and
told them to get out, a difficulty arose.
The boys had got into the bag, but could
not get ouf again.

After alittle struggle, one boy managed
to pull his arm out, but he was still a
prisoneér and could not get free

“Come, get out of the bag,” said I;
“you must not stay in, get out it will
soon be dinner time, and you cannot eat
your dinner in a bacr

“Can’t get out,” was the pitiful reply.

So I turned the bag upside down and
gently shock the two little fellows out
on the floor, when they ran off to tell
their mother all about it.

Now the lesson is very plain, Easy
to get in, hard to get ont! Easy to get
into bad ways, but hard to get out |

But more than that, the boys found it
rmpossible to get themselves out. They
once got in of themselves, buf needed
some one stronger than they were to get
them out.

They werein a sort of a prison, and
wanted a deliverer.

Oh, my dear children! do you not see
a little picture of yourselves in this true
story of the boys in the bag ?

Have you not got into sin, and are
you not little prisoners of Satan ?

You cannot get out by yourselves. If
you try ever so hard, you will fail.

But the Lord Jesus was sent by the
Father on purpose to “proelaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound.”

Jesus is the great Deliverer, He can
set you free. Confess your sins to Him,
tell Him that you cannot help yourselves,
and trust Him to save you. 3. 8.

oe
DO YOU HIDE YOUR BIBLE?

STRANGE question surely to
ask of any one, and especially
of boys and girls. Itis, indeed,
a strange question, and

this question was put to a little boy

who had professed to love Jesus, by a

lady who knew the little boy very well,

but who never heard him speak of Jesus,
or saw him read his Bible. The question
went deep down intc that boy’s heart,
and he remembered how Jesus had said:
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N

“ For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me,
and of My words, of him shall the Son
of Man be ashamed, when He shall come
in His own glory, and in His Father’s,
and of the holy angels”; and that night
he cried to God for strength never to be
ashamed of his Saviour again, nor to be
ashamed to be seen reading his Bible.
God heard the prayer of that boy, and
to-day he lives for that Jesus of whom
he was once ashamed, and has been the
means of leading many boys and girls
to follow Jesus also.

I will tell you a true story of a little
Irish- boy who hid his Bible, and yet
was not ashamed of his Saviour, This
boy’s parents were Roman Catholics,
and they did not know Jesus, nor did
they love His Word, so they decided
that they would make their boy give up
his book, but the little fellow would not
give up his Bible; instead, he tried to
win his father and motber for Christ
atso. Asa last regource they decided to
set the priest to speak to their son, so
they went to him, and told him what
they had already done, and asked his
advice how to act. He called at the
house unexpectedly, and found the boy
diligently reading his Bible by the fire.
He tore the book from the boy’s grasp,
and thrust it into the flames, where it
was quickly eonsumed. The boy, with
tears of bitter sorrow at his loss, turned
to the priest, and said, “May God forgive
your reverence; you have burned wy
Bible, but you cannot burn the chapters
which I have hid in my heart.”

oo

OUTLINES OF BRIBLE STUDY.
For 8,8. Teachers and Senior Scholars.
MATTHEW =xvii,

In ehap. xvi. we have the Lord Jesus—(1) rejected
as Messiah, {2) confessed as Son of the living

God, and then {3) about to return in glory as
the Son of Man.

Chap. xvil. gives ug a glimpse of that Kingdom
glory—** the King in His beauty.” . .

Versea 1--4.—* Bun“—image ef supreme glory and
power in government, so power and light
associated with the glory of the Lord’s person
(see Rev. i)

* Mosea aud [lias ”—DMoses the law.giver, Tilias the
restorer—to these two the mind of the Jew
naturally reverted. But the law, being broken,
could ouly condemn. The appeals of the
Restorer had, as to the mass of the natien, been
Frwitless,

Yerse 5.—Peter’s thoughts, bound up in the old
economy, would put the Lord on the szme level
with thesc honoured servants of old. But
another—¢“ My baloved BSon”—was now to
take the supreme place. The shekinah glory
and the Father’s voice announce, ‘“Hear ye
Him.™

Verse 0.—%T'ell the viston to no man.”” Tha
Messinh baving been rejected testimony to the
nation, for the time, withdrawn, Bat the
vision strengthens the faith of His own.

Verse [0, —The Messiah had come in meekness and
heen refused. The forerunner, Jolhin, had heen
put to death. Elias will come before *° the
great and dreadful day,” when the Lord will
return in powwr and jodgment.  Note that
John never applied Malachi’s prophecies to
himself, only lsaiah’s, which he [nliilled,

Verges 14-21. —Safaw’'s power manifested, and
disciples helpless in the face of it, because of
unbelief, They were ont of touch with the porwer
on the mountain top. Solemn leason for every
believer walking through this world ¢ lying in
wickeduess.” Faith in the Son of Cod, thangh
small as a grain of mustard sced, can put us
above the difficuities.

Veraes 22, 23, —The dizsciples again reminded that
the 8on of Man must suffer. The shadow of
the Cross was deepening across His pathway,
but they were not prepared for it. Yeb true
affection comoes out in verse 23: ¢ They were
axceeding sorry.”

Verses 24 27,.—The temple tribute, and He was the
Bon, the King, the Messiah, claims unot the
place which was His by right, but in lowly
grace even associates Himself with Peter, one
of *“ the children.” The piece of money, when
found, was to he given * for Me and for thee.”
Note how in this incident the Lord proves
Himself God the Creator-—His omnipotence who
brought the fish—His omniscience who knew
what was in itz mouth. Yet HE stooped to be
the gervant, and walked in grace. Give wnto
us, blessed Lord, grace ever to follew Thee.

L. L.
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A peaceful scene in the country.

Mary’s Discovery.

I HAT a peaceful scene our picture presents ! Why need the

-‘ subject of our narrative have any concern as she moves
about fecding the fowls and doing other simple duties
entrusted to her by her kind parents? Her surroundings
are most tranquil : far removed from the “ madding crowd ”
of the surging city, nothing but the singing of the birds and
general hum of simple nature falls upon her ear.
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ki

But she is not happy; every now and then her face clouds, and a
sigh escapes her lips, and the fond parents wonder what is the matter
with Mary, as they notice she gets paler and more full of thought
every day

1t 18 the harvest-time, however, and all the working hours must be
filled in by busy hands in this rural district. Both father and mother
are up early and working late, getting in the harvest; the former reaping
the corn, and the latter binding the sheaves. The children wust be
cared for at home, and Mary, being the eldest, must take this charge.

Often when the house had been tidied and baby was fast asleep,
Mary could be seen poring over the Family Bible as though she belonged
to the “Secripture Searchers’ Guild.” But it is no formal task she is
setting herself to perform. Her clouded brow and pale thoughtfulness
are to be accounted for by a heavy load which presses upon her heart
and conscience. In short, Mary is under the conviction of sin, and day
by day she searches the Scriptures for that word which is yet 'to speak
peace to her troubled soul.

Has my dear reader ever had a similar experience ? 1If not, it is
time you began to think of what lies ahead. No matter where our lot
is cast—whether 1n the thronging city with its many temptations and
follies, or in the simple country village—there is one question which all
must face sooner or later: the burning question of our sing, for “all
have sinned, and cume short of the glory of God.” Suddenly one
morning, as Mary was reading, her face became radiant from inward
joy, as when the sun dispels the dark clouds and illumines the country-
side with his splendour. Just one upturned look and a short word of
thanksgiving uttered to God who had now spoken peace to her soul by
His Word, and Mary could have been seen speeding down the road in the
direction of the reapers. Almost breathless she arrives within earshot of
the parents, now in a state of anxiety as to what her haste can mean,

““No more, mother! No more, father!"” she excitedly exclaimed.

“Is the baby no more ! ” asked- the alarmed mother.

“ He is fast asleep in his crib, mother; but my sins are remembered
‘no more,”” said Mary, now calming herself. In a few words she
explained how, for a long time, she had been troubled about her sins,
and how God had just directed her to Hebrews x. 12-17. There she
had seen how the Lord Jesus had died in her stead; and that, in virtue
of the work He had accomplished, God could now say of all who believe,
“* Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
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“ Forgiven, forgotten, and cleansed and gone,
My sins are remembered no more;

Atoned for and covered by God’s dear Sou,
My sins are remembered no more,

No more, no more, no more, 0o more,
My sins are remembered no more ;
For Jesus has taken them all away,
My sins are remembered no more.”

How similar was Mary’s experience to King Hezckiali's, who
afterwards wrote—“ Upon my peace came great bitterness; but Thou
hast in love t6 my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption : for Thou
hast cast all my sins behind Thy back ” (Isa. xxxviil, 17). The simplest
maid and the greatest king equally need this grace and mercy, and they
are available for you, my dear reader, young or old. Cast yourself then
in repentance upon Him to whom Micah could say—*“Who is a God like
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity ? . . . and Thou wilt cast all their
sins into the depths of the sea”™ (chap. vil. 1B, 19)—and from that
moment you will be able to sing with us—

“ You may scarch the depths of the deep, deep sea,
My sins are remembered ne more ;
Forgotten in time and cternisy,
My gins are remembered no more.”
E. E. C,
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2 “If 1T Had Time' .2

@N excellent man, writing to a friend,

very shortly before bis death, says,
“Were I to enjoy Hezekiah’s grant, and
have fifteen years added to my life, I
would be much more frequent in my
applications to the throne of grace; we
sustain a mighty loss by reading so much,
and praying so little. Were | to renew
my studies, I would take my leave of
those accomplished triflers, the historians,

the orators, the poets of antiquity; and
devote my attention to the Seriptures of
truth. I would sit with much greater
apsiduity at my divine Master’s feet, and
desire to know nothing but Jesus Christ,
and Him erucified, This wisdom, whose
fruits are everlasting salvation after
death, 1 would explore through the
spacious and delightful fields of the Old
and New Testament.”
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6o THE TABERNACLE AND ITS LESSONS.

The
Tabernacle
and
Its Lessons.

~ No. 8.

THE HIGH PRIEST IN
THE HOLIEST.

brings be-
fore usthat
most  im-
portant
event in

the Israelitish

year, when the
High Priest went into
the Holy of Holies on
the Day of Atonement,
with the cloud of aweet
ineense and the blood
of the bullock and the
goat,

Here we have the
Lord Jesus  Christ
brought before wus —
His person and His
work, The High
Priest, ere he could
enter the Holiest, must be washed and
dressed in the holy linen garments, to
make him, in type, what Jesus was in
reality—i.e, pure and holy. The blood
was sprinkled on the mercy-seat, so that
the eyes of the cherubim always looked

upon it These representatives of God
a3 the Judge thus saw, not Israel’s sing,
but the blood that atoned for them.
Then it was sprinkled seven times before
the merdy-seaf, giving a perfect testi-
mony to its effieacy.
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How sweetly these types speak of
Jesus! He has gone, not into holy
places made with hands, which were but
the figures of the true, but into Heaven
itself; and not by the blood of bulls or
of goats, but by His own blood; not
once every year, but once for all, having
obtained efernal redemption.

As to testimony, Romans iii. 25 tells
us that God is now setting Jesus forth
as a mercy-seat through faith in His
blood. Believers “have redemption by
His blood,” are “justified by His blood,”
are “made nigh by the blood.”

Do you enquire as to the Incense?
This unigue compound of spices spoken
of as “sweet incense beaten small” was
to be put into the golden censer wherein
were coals taken from off the altar of
burnt-offering, and the cloud therefrom
was to ascend and enshroud the mercy-
seat, while Aaron sprinkled the blood.

Here we have in figure Christ’s pre-
ciousness to God In connection with His
atoning work—all Christ was to God,
giving efficacy to what jHe did. No-
where was the perfect devotedness, love,
and obedience of Jesus so displuyed as
when He gave Himself up to death to
accomplish the Father’s will. Here
indeed was the ‘“sweet 1ncense,” and
precious fragrance it was to God. And
now, “accepted in the Beloved” is written
of all who come to God through Christ.
Not only are our sins gone by the shed-
ding of His precicus blood, but we stand
before God in the fragrance of the name
of His Beloved. As the hymn says—

S0 near, so very near to God,
I cannot nearer be ;

For in the person of His Son,
I am as near as He,

So dear, so very dear to God,
T cannot dearer he;

The love wherewith He loves Iis Son,
Such is His love to me,

Does my reader know this nearness?
this dearness? If not, let me entreat
you now, just as you are, to come to God
through Christ, and appropriate the
blessed meaning of cur lesson to your-
gelf. May you be found bhenceforth
trusting the blood of Christ, and rejoicing
in your acceptance in Him.

I\

Mother’s Bible.
e

i’l‘ 18 wise never to censure people until

you fully understand just what you
are talking about. Here is a story to
the point—

“ What is the meaning of this ?” said
a minister, coming into the house and
taking up a tattered copy of part of the
Scriptures. “I don’t like to see God's
Word used so;” for indeed the book
had been torn right in two.

“ Oh, sir!"” said the owner of the half
Bible, “do not scold until you hear
how it came to be thus. That was my
mother’s Bible. When she died I could
not part with it, and my brother could
not part with it, and we just eut it in
two; and his half has been the power
of God unto salvation to his soul, and
my half has been the power of God unto
salvation to mine.”

What a change came over the good
man's ceuntenance after this more than
satisfactory explanation! And he left
more than ever convinced that there is

a mighty transforming power in God’s
Word.

¥, H,
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The Confession of Louie (—,

or,

HOW A LITTLE CHILD MAY SERVE JESUS.
oe

L OUIE was a little girl of about

eight years of age when I first
met her at my night school.
1 had a class of about fourteen
girls and boys, and I used to get them
together on Tuesday evenings to teach
them of Jesus. I took a great interest
in Louie, and I often wondered if she
knew Jesus as her own personal Saviour,
At one of the meetings I asked the girls
and boys to hold up their hands those
who were now converted, and among
the number was dear Loule.

After the meeting was over, I spoke
to Loule, and found that she had told
God what a SINNER she was, and that
she had put her trust in the precious
blood of Jesus. Ah! it was a wonderful
time now for dear Loule. I wonder if
any of my young readers can say, “I
have repented, and I have put my trust
in the preecious blood of Jesus!”

Time wore on, I could see how bright
and happy Louie looked; she was always
longing for the time to come when she
would be able to eome to the class, She
loved to hear of Jesus and His love; and,
above all, she loved to tell others of His
love, and what He had done for her.

One day I went to see her mother,
and she told me how very different Louie
was now. She said one day to her
mother—“ Mother, I am going upstairs,
please do not interrupt me, I want to be
quiet.” When alone, she got her Bible
and read a chapter, and then prayed to
God. Louie had a little spare time, and

ay
- ——

this was how she used it. She continued
to come to the school, and was the
brightest scholar I had,

Now, you know, Louie was always
wanting to do something for Jesus, so 1
told the giris and boys what a wonderful
privilege it would be to use their pence
tor the Lord, and how they would be
laying up treasure in Heaven, Here
again, dear Louie wanted to use her
pence for the Lord; she would buy little
books and give them ¢o her friends, so
that they may hear of Jesus and His love,
You see, dear girls and boys, there are
many ways of serving Jesus. Satan has
always something for idls hands to do,
80 let us not be idle, but always seeking
to serve the One who has done so much
for us.

Another way in which she would show
her love to Jesus was in writing little
verses and texts of Scripture on paper,
and giving them to her friends at school,

The following is one of the verses:—

¢ Little deads of kindness,
Little words of love,
Help to make earth happy
Like the Heaven algve,"

Louie is now nine years of age, she
still comes on to the class, and is seeking
to serve Jesus in many ways.

Oh! my dear young readers, come to
Jesus now, come, while it is the day of
salvation; but, if you have already come,
may these few lines be used to create a
desire in your young soul to live wore
for Jesus, to seek more and more to
serve Him, and thus may you be laying
up treasure in Heaven.

* Josus bids us shine, with a pure clear light,
Like a little candle Lnrning in the uight,
While we are waiting for Him, so let us shine,
Yon in four small corner, and I in mine.”

E W,
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SOLDIERS AT MADAGASCAR, 63

Soldiers at Madagascar

or,

True to Their Colours.
°0

MISSIONARY from Madagasear
says that when he tirst arrived
there, out of a pepulation of
four willions, there were only

two persons acquainted with thealphabet.

A sehool was commeneed; but so reluctant

were the people to avail themselves of its

henefits, that only three boys attended.

Its advantages, however, began at last to

be prized; and 20,000 persons became

able to read the Seriptures. The Serip-
tures were translated, and the Bible

Society engaged to supply paper, so that

every inhabitant might have the Word

of God. ,

An insurrection broke out in one part
of the island, and the army were ordered
to march and quell it; but, before they
engaged in the expedition, the national
idol was to pass out to bless the people,
and they were to be sprinkied with holy
water in which the idol had been dipped.
Three hundred of the spldiers had cast
off idolatry; and when they heard that
the ido] was to pass in procession before
the ranks, they were in a state of con-
sternation as to what eourse they should
pursue. The leader of the Christian
band requested his brethren to assemble
in the evening, in order to consult as to
what measures should be taken. The
whole of the 8300 eould read, and each
had a portion of the Seriptures. It was
the unanimous opinion, that, if they did
not worship the idol, they would be con-

sidered as eonfederate with the rebels.
Some of the men remarked that they
were poor feeble creatures, and hoped
God would forgive them, though they
did worship the idol: others alleged that
they were married men; that if the

refused to pay homage to the idol, they
might be pui to death, their wives would
be left widows, and their children father-
less, The leader of the party took his
New Testament from his pocket, and
having heard the opinionsof hiscomrades,
he began to put his school instruetion
into exercise, and read, “ He that loveth
father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me: and he that loveth son
or daughter more that Me is not worthy
of Me: and he that ioseth his life for
My sake shall find it” (Matt. x. 37, 39).
They then all knelt down, to ask God to
strengthen them for the day of trial;
and afterwards pledged one another to
stand to their resolution. One of them
was a traitor, and went and gave infor-
mation to the commanding officer, saying
that the 300 believers (for so they were
called) had resoived not to worship the
national god. The leader was sent for,
and he determined rather to die than to
deny his Master. On being questioned,
he acknowledged the fact; the cornmand-
ing officer ordered the 300 not to attend
when the idol was brought out, but told
them that the god would be avenged on
them. The army arrived near the spot
where the rebels resided : it was almost
impregnable, and they had 4o pass
through a ravine between two loft

mountaing: the 300 Christian soldiers
were ordered to proceed in the front
ranks; but it was so ordered by Provi-
dence, that in the position in which they
stood, the arrows of the enemy could
not touch them. When the sun set, they
were ordered to retreat: the roll was
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64 OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.

called, and not one of the 300 Christian
soldiers was missing, though there had
been great destruction among their
heathen comrades. The other soldiers
inquired by what means they had been
preserved, and what paper it was which
they had in their pockets: they replied,
the New Testament, which they had
learned to read in the schools; but it
was not that which secured them, but
the God whom they served. The others
requested to be taught to read; and,
before the army returned, upwards of a
hundred more professed the Christian

faith.
-\
i

OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.
For 8.8. Teachers and Senior Scholars.
MATTHEW xviii,

Li chapter xvii. gives us a glimpse of the Kingdom,
we may call ehapter xviii. the moral atmosphere
of the Kingdom. Grace aud forgiveness
characterise the chapter in a peculiar way.

The broad outlines are—(1) the way into the King-
dom ; (2) the importance of getting in ; (3) the
gpirit of the Kingdom; (4} the centre of
gathering ; (5) the great lesson of forgiveness
enforced by exsmnple and warning.

Verges 1-5.—Conversion the first step. Not oanly
a change, but a new life essential aus the first
step in Christianity. The child {infant)
lustrates its characteristies. The child is
gimple, loving, forgiving, truthful, trustful.
All this should come out in everyone who has
heen converted—turned from sin and Satan to
(od and holiness.

David’a mighty men were promoted in the earthly
kingdom acecording to their great deeds, but
the Lord imstructs that the spirit of true
Christianity is self-effacement, lowliness, meek-
nesg, depeundence, and trust, This is the
apirit He loves to see manifested in His own,
and in proportion as we do, so shall we he
¢t great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Verses 68-11.—As to self there must be ruthless
cutting out of everything that would prove a
Eindrance to the little ones. Stumbling blocks
would be found in the world, and woe untn the
world on that account. The things iost
precious in the eyes of men are to be considered
of no value if they become a hindrance to
entering into life.

Verses 15-17 show the distance to which pride and
self-will can earry “*a brother.” How much
the Charch has suffered from these twa “‘roots
of bitterness”! May each of us have grace to
judge them in ourselves, also the grace and
long-suffering to be exercised by the one who
would in leve seek to win the erring ones.
Nothing 18 to be left untried. It isthe activity
of love witi self out of sight.

Peter’s ¢ seven times” was, in his own mind, much ;
but the Lord teaches that it is to be without
endd. The proportion in which we practisc the
apirit of forgiveness will be the test as to how
far we have entered into the spirit of the
Kingdom. This is a most important point.
We are to be “kind one to ancther, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, EvEN as God
for Christ sake hath forgiven us.” We are tn
bhe “*imitators ¢f (fed and walk in love as
Christ also hath loved us” (Eph. v, 2}.

Versez 18-2) connects with chap, xvi. 19, Ad-
ministration in the Lord’s absence is commitied
first to Peter, then to the Church, with the
promise that Heaven will ratify its actions
sither in receiving into the circle of those
who confess the name of Christ on earth, or in
putting away therefrom.

It is not a question of eternal forgiveness which
has never been committed fo men, however
much the false syetem of Rome has endeavoured
to usurp it.  And this applies to the closing
parable as well,

Here alzo we find the troe centre of gathering and
the principles which will remain us long as the
Chureh is left on earth. Christ’s presence ia
only promised on the condition that believers
gather in His name. Mark the grace that
coudeacends to meet and be ““in the midst™ of
even ‘“‘two or three.” ILncouragement in
prayer is in the same connection, for be it
remarked that all answered prayer is conditioned
proayer, Read carefully Mark xi. 24; John
xiv. 13, xv. 7, xvi. 23, 24 ; 1 John iii, 22, &e.

L. L,
P

o®
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The Power of the Word
of God.

& N her couch in her cottage home lay a dear Christian. She
) was blind, and paralysis had rendered her spine helpless.
But, happy in the sense of the love of God, her one great
desire was to be used of Him to the blessing of others, and
(God granted her desire very largely.

On this particular afternoon a lady had been driven to
the railway station, but something having gone wrong with
her luggage, she had to wait nearly an hour for the next train. To pass
the time of waiting she thought she might as well vigit this blind invalid,
as her cottage was quite near. '

Never was a visitor let go away without some word suited to their
condition of soul from the blind girl, but not a word presented itself to
her mind for this lady, till, just as she was saying good-bye, she took
the lady’s hand, saying, “ Thine eyes shall see the King in Ilis beauty.”
No sooner had the lady gone than she began to think herself quite
foolish for saying such a thing to one whom she did not know to be'a
Christian at all.  So troubled was she that she told her mother about
it, expressing the fear that she had said quite the wrong thing. Her
mother comforted her by saying it was God’s word, and as nothing else
was given her to say, she must just leave it with God.

Four years passed away, and then one day the postman brought
her a beautiful hand-painted card. On one corner were written the
words—** Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation”; and in another—* Thine
eyes shall see the King in His beauty.” Accompanying the card was a
letter of explanation from her visitor of four years ago, in words some-
thing like the following :—
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“CHRIST FOR ME” 67

!

“I had just dressed for a ball last night, and was admiring myself
before the mirror before starting, when your words—*Thine eyes shall
see the King in His beauty’ — flashed vividly across my mind, as if
spoken in my ear. My carriage was waiting at the door, and T turned
to go down to it, but every step I took seemed to announce a word of
your text—‘Thine-eyes-shall-see-the-King-in-His-beauty. Thine-eyes,’
and so on.

“1 stopped, for the words would force themselves upon me. I could
not go to the ball thus, At length I dismissed the coachman and
returned to wy room. (fetting a concordance I found out where thoge
words were written in Isa. xxxiil. 17. The 14th verse arrested me—
‘The sinners in Zion are afraid: fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites.
Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?’ 1 was deeply moved. Here was I, a
‘sinner in Zion, indeed ; outwardly religious, but in reality a woman of
the world, a hypocrite.

“Tt was two o’clock in the morning. All night had I been alone
with*'God in all the terrors of an awakened conscience and my lost condi-
tion. Then that saying of old Simeon came before me—*Mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation.” I appropriated them. Christ was mine—uy
salvation, the Saviour I needed, and gladly I accepted Him.”

Dear reader, is the Lord Jesus Christ your salvation? Or are you
like this lady, religious, but lost - F. H.

5 CHR[ST FOR ME.” We noticed that a young man, a

stranger to us, joined very heartily in
the singing. After the meeting had con-
: cluded with prayer, we went over to
. g E had had an EXCGP*’}OHM]F him, remarked on his having sung these
good open-air meeting one | 41} important words, and asked him if
Lord’s Day evening, and at | }e was a Christian, He gave us such a
the close had given ex- | poarty answer in the affirmative, and
pression to the joy that ; pjg happy face so impressed us, that we
filled our hearts by singing | o]t somehow that he had an interesting
the old-fashioned but ever- story to tell, nor were we disappointed.
welcome hymn— Walking along with him, we asked him
“Oh! happy day that fixed my choice™ ; when and how he was converied, and
with its charming refrain— we now gig*e his }f{tory, as neadrly a3 we
« Hawny day | Hoouy day | can remember, in his own words,

%%}E}nle:ﬁs ‘\-‘gt;}i‘gg rzigrysins away.”’ “1 belong," sald he, “to the north of

———

—_—
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68 «“CHRIST FOR ME.”

Ireland, where my father is a well-to-do
farmer. We all attended the Preshy-
terian Church, lived honestly and uap-
rightly, and smcerely believed that as
we were doing our best, our chances of
getting to Heaven were Uood One day
there was handed in a noties of an
cvangelistic mission to be conducted
some 1miles distant; and as my father
read it, he recognised in the name of the
preacher that of the son of an old friend
of his. DBeing interested by this faet, I
sald I would go to hear him, and so the
first night of the mission I was thele
I was 1mpxesr)ed first with the singing
there was no instrument, no chon bub
as that congregation sang of the love of
God they seemed to he thoroughly enjoy-
ing it, and as it came from their hearts
it made a distinet impression on mine.
Then as I listened to the preaching—l1
had never heard the like before—1I saw
myself, for the first tite, to be a lost,
undone sinner, only fit for the lake of
fire, and, ere the meeting closed, my
misery was complete.  Anafter meeting
was announced, to which I remained,
and somecone epokc to me, but T went
away unsaved. T attended ov ery night
during the mission, and each night went
away ieehnrr nearer to, and more deserv-
ing of, a lost eternity. At last the closing
meetmc-' was held, but so miserable was
1 tha | heard nothing the preacher said;
in the enquiry roouy, several spoke to me
and prayed with me, but I left still un-
saved. .

“1 was trudging wearily over the hills
at & somewhant advanced hour, when 1
came to a dead stop. I said to myself, * I
will not go another step till this matter
is settled” Then and there | knelt down,
not an eye upon me but the eye of God,
no ear to hear but Gods ear, and 1
prayed, ‘O God! if Thou canst save

such a sinner as I am, save me now.
I rose feeling that a great load had rolled
off; what had taken place I could not

just explain, but T knew that God had

heard and had answered me, and that I
was saved.

“1 now rushed home full speed, found
father and mother sitting by the fire.
‘Father! mother!’ I exclajmed, ‘I am
saved,” and I told them of my hillside
conversion ; they reeeived the news with
chilling silence. I had supper and went
off to bed. Nextmorning after breakfast
my father called me into his room.
‘ Look here,’ said he, ‘I want to speak to
vou about what happened last night,
and to tell you that I am not going to
have any of that nonsense here. You
know that we have always been religious,
that we have lived all right, that we
bave done our best, but ag to this talk
about being saved, well, I am not going
to have it. Now you know you are
dependent upon me for carrying on your
studies—* 1 should have told you,” he in-
terjected, “ that I was a student at Dub-
lin University "—you know also that in
ordinary courgse you will come into
possession of all that pelongs to me, but
you must make your choiece: give up
this nonsense, go on as before, and all
will be well; but if you persist in this
talk about bemw saved, then you must
leavé the house, fich for yourbe]f and
forfeit all claim to my estate.’

“To that I replied,* Father, you know
that I love you, I love mother, and I love
my home, but if I have to choose between
my home and Christ, then Christ for me!’

“ I went upstairs, packed my box, left
my home, had, of course, to give up my
studies, got an appointment in an office,
and there I am now.””

“Have you ever

Rave regretted  your
decision ?” we asked.
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“NO!" he answered very decidedly,
“1 have Christ, and it is well warth
while giving up everything here for the
joy of knowing Him.” '

We have endeavoured fo give his
narrative just as we received it; and we
pass it on that you, dear reader, whether
young or old, may be encouraged to do
now that which most likely you have
long thought about, namely, decide for
Christ. You know you are a sinner, the
Word of God tells you so, and your own
conscience confirms that testimony ; you
know that you need a Saviour, and that

the only One who can save you is the
Lord Jesus Christ. W. B. D.
SS9 Z A
NN

COLOSSIANS.

2 T is most important for every
Christian to learn to bring
everything to the touchstone
of the Person of Christ. No-
thing withers up error like
bringing it to the light of His
glory.

In this epistle, without saying
much about it, a great error which was
even then being introduced amongst
Christians, and which is asserting itself
loudly of late years, is exposed in its
root principles. The error is the mixing
up of Christianity with the systems of
human religion. The apostle speaks of
and to the Colossians in this epistle as
men risen from the dead, and in associa-
tion with Christ above; but as stili 1n
the world, and Christ in them the hope
of glory.

Everything for believers, then, is
measured by what Christ is, so His

glories are dwelt upon at length. He is
spoken of as the Son of God’s love. He
is the Creator. All things were made
by Him and for Him, and He upholds
all things, But He is also the firsthorn
from among the dead, and thus as the
Risen Man, He is head of the body, the
Church, as well as Head of all ereation.
Inall things He is pre-eminent, and in
Him all the fuolness of the Godhead
dwells. His people are complete in Him.
He is the Head of all principality and
power.

His Cross and blood-shedding are the
basis upon which He will reconcile all
things. We who know Him are already
reconciled. IHe will bring all creation
into harmony with the will of God.

Where then can human wisdom have
any place? It is merely “vain deceit,”
and is opposed to Christ. What ean it
minister to His saints? They are dead
and risen with Him. He is their life
and the source of the sustenance of the
body, the Head.

Far from contributing anything to
Christianity, all earthly religions ean
only degrade it if in any way allowed.
Let Christians beware then of any
admixture. Buddhism contribute some-
thing to Christianity !! What a fallacy!
All such are as the eloud that hides the
bright rays of the glorious sun.

A walk on earth is then exhorted to,
in consistence with our position. “Seek
those things which are above where
Christ sitteth.” “Put to death your
members which are upon the earth.”
Be Christlike. The various earthly
relationships are named, and conduct
suitable to each insisted on, Epaphras
receives & high commendation for his
gervice of prayer, while the exhortation
to Archippus should appeal to every
servant of Chrigt. I, H.
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Tabernacle
and
Its Lessons.
No. 9.

this beanti-
ful type we
have the
Lord Jesus
rlchly brought before
ug. I hope my reader
will ponder it deeply.

Are you a Chris-
tian? Do you belong
to Christ? If so,
you may learn hers
how He now appears
in the presence of
God for you. If not,
may you learn your
great need of Him,
and feel that you
cannot do without
Him any longer.

In our last lesson
we saw that the Lord
Jesus has gone into
Heaven itself, with
the tokens of accom-
plished  redemption.

We have now to consider Him as He
appears for His people there, in the
character whieh the garments of glory

and beauty typify.

Asron never went into the holiest in
these garments. His priesthood broke

Loving Words 20 (1914)

down on the tirst day of ity exercise ;
but, as we may
now in all their glorious meaning in
Heaven itself, ,

First there was the holy garment, or
broidered robe of fine 11uen. This

sy, Jesus wears them
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speaks of the personal holiness of Jesus
—holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners. Hvery beautecus grace, too,
was, as it were, embroidered on Him,
wrought into His life here. Above this
was the robe of the ephod. Tt was all
of blue, and typified the heavenly origin
and being of Jesus. He came from
Heaven, and went to Heaven, and even
here He was * the Son of Man who is in
Heaven.”, On the border of this robe
bells of gold and pomegranates of blue,
purple, and secarlet weve to be put
alternately, referring to the divine testi-
mony that Jesus ever rendered here, and
the fruit, heavenly and royal, which He
bore for God. His going into Heaven
itself was accompanied by these. That
is, ail that Jesus was for God here is
connected with His appearing in the
presence of God for His people,

Ahbove the robe of blue was the priestly
garment—the ephod. 1In this all the
plories of Jesus are typicaily united.
It consisted of gold, blae, purple, scarlet,
and fine twined linen. That is, it re-
presents what is divine and heavenly,
universal lordship, Jewish royalty, and
holy manhood. Such is our Great High
Priest, as girded to serve us above.

To the ephod was fixed the breast-
plate of judgment, on whieh, set in gold,
were twelve precious stones, and on these
were engraved the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel. Also an onyx stone,
set in gold, with the names of six tribes,
was attached to each shounlder, and con-
nected to the breastplate with chains of
gold. The High Priest, therefore, could
never go info the Holy Place in his
garments of glory and beauty without
bearing on his shoulders and breast the
names of all Tsrael.

Beautifully does this
present priestly ministry of Jesus.

portray the
He

is before God for His people, bearing
tliem up on His shoulders of power, and
upon His loving heart. His power and
His love are engaged on behalf of the
weakest of His saints. And as in the
breastplate were the Urim and Thummim
—lights and perfeetions——so are believers
represented by God’s High Priest, accord-
ing to the perfections of God and the
light of His holiness,

“Having, therefore, . . . boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, . . . and having ap High Priest
over the house of God, let us draw near.”

This is the grand result for us.

=N

“ Christ is entered . .. into . . .

' Heaven itself, now to appear in the

presence of God for us” (Heh. ix. 24).

ING without eeasing, sing
The Saviour’s present grace,
®

How all things shine in light divine
For those who've seen His face.

He’s gone within the veil,
For us that place has won ;

In Him we stand, a leavenly band,
Where He Himeelf is gone.

There all's unsnllied light,
Our hearts let in its rays :

And heavenly light males all things Lright,
Seen in that blissful gaze.

Such herc on sarth we are,
Thongh we in weakness roam ;

Our place on high, God’s self so nigh,
His presence is our horne,
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v2 THE EARTRLY CONDITION and THE HEAVENLY POSITION.

The Earthly Condition and the Heavenly Position.

Nation shall rise against Nation,
and )
Kingdom against Kingdom ;
and there shali he

Famines and Pestilences.

All thesze are
The Beginnings of Sorrows.
Men’s Hearts
Failing them for Fear,
| and for

LOOKING AFTER

these things which ave

COMING on the EARTH.
BEHOLD THE LORD

cometh oub of His place
TO PUNISH
ithe inhabitants of the earth

for their iniquity.

Goed judgeth among the nadions of
Christendom, guilty of despising alike
The Son of God,
The Gospel of God, and
The Word of God.

<

LOOK UP

tor your

REDEMPTION
draweth nigh (Luke xxii. 28),

We, aceording to His promise
¥ b H

LOOK FOR
NEW HEAVENS

and a
NEW EARTH

wherein dwelleth

RIGHTEQUSNESS (2 Pet, #ii. 13).

For
THE LORD HIMSELF
shall descend from Heaven with a shout, -
with the voice of the archangel, and with
the tromp of God; and the
dead in Christ shall rise first:
THEN WE which are
alive and remain shail be caught up
together with them in the cleuds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever he
WITH THE LORD.
‘Wherefore
COMFORT ONE ANOTHER
with these words (1 Thess. iv, 16-18).

“HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS SHALL NOT
PASS AWAY” (Luke xxzi. 33).

Loving Words 20 (1914)



Loving Words 20 (1914)

Loving Words 20 (1914)



Loving Words 20 (1914)

T R

PREACHER was holding an open-air meeting, in the course
of which he exhorted his hearers to do good and be good;
he spoke of Jesus as a pattern, and advised them to follow in
His steps if they would be saved. A poor woman bearing
unmistakably upon her features the marks of sin, listened
attentively for some time, and then suddenly mterrupted the

preacher by crymg, “Nay, mister, your rope’s not long
enough for the likes of us.’

Here was a case that the preacher’s doctrine would not help; his
rope would not reach her, and. she felt it. Well, better throw no rope at
all to a drowning man than mock him by throwing one that is too short,
and the rope of salvation by works is far too short to save sinners,
Nay ! it 18 no rope at all.

But this woman may have been much worse than others? Out-
wardly no doubt she was; but do not forget that God has said, *“ There
_is no difference, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”
(Rom. iii. 22, 23) And all being sinners, all need salvation. Oh?! that
each unconverted reader might discover that he or she is sinking in a sea
of sin, and must be overwhelmed by the waves of Judo‘ment “for ever,
unless salvation comes to them.

How eagerly would they then cry out for a rope both long eriough
and strong enough to save them. And can such be found? Yes; venly
(God Himself has provided such an One. He gave His own Son to die
not as a martyr or an example to men, but as the Substitute for sinners.
His death was sacrificial, meeting God’s righteous claims, and enabling
Him to be just, and yet the Justifier of all who believe in Jesus.

Here is perfect salvation for all—all need,it; none are too bad for it.
God proclaims the blessing world-wide-—it is for whosoever will take it.
“Tohim that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly,
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BRAVE DEEDS. ng

his faith is counted for righteousness” (Rom. iv. 5). “[He] was
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification. There-
fore, being justified by faith, we have peace with Grod through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom. iv. ‘95 v. 1). Cease from your own merits;
*“ Believe on- the Liord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts xvi.
31).  Then you will rejoice in the wondrous words of the Saviour,
“Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into

condemnation ; but is passed from death unto life.”

Believe now.
I T, M.

BRAVE

JHAT deeds of bravery and
}  heroism  spring up and
stand out afresh 1 our
minds as we look upon
such pictures as the one
before us. The British
soldier has not been wanting in self-
sacrificing devotion to his country and
comrades, whatever he may lack in other
respects. But, alas! those most ready
for acts of daring arg often most reckless
in regard to their own soul's salvation.
We must not conclude, however, that
our army is devoid of Christian soldiers.
Thank God! many are converted while
serving in the army; others are like the
young Serﬂeanb who, with beaming face,
fold me after the meetmw a fortnight
ago he wag converbed just; three weeks
_before he enlisted. The Lord had pre-
served him from many evils, and this
had furthered his promotion in the army.
It was during the Boer War that at
the dreadful battle of Spion Cop, all the
commissioned oflicers being killed, the
command of the “A” Company of the
Black Watch fell to Corporal P , who
was a bright Christian. Calling a halt,
his voice rang out distinet and cle&r

DEEDS.

Y T

*“ Men, one minute to prepare for death!”
“Forward!” was his next cornmand—and
his {nst, for the next moment he fell, a
shot having pierced his heart. What a
mercy that he had not left preparation
for death until that moment! How we
wish that other companies had such
officers!

Oliver Cromwell was preparing for
one of his big battles; a private in his
army was notieed to be very depressed :
a presentiment had come to him that
morning, and before the rally sounded,
he was seen to take something from his
kpapsack and put it inside his tunic.
Many a soldier feil to rise no more,
among the ranks of earth, during that
dreadful battle; the young soldier, above
alluded to, felt himself hit by something,
but sustained no injury. While un-
dressing that night, and taking from.his
tunic the Bible his mother had given
him-—put there in the early morning—
and which had covered his heart, he
noticed a tell-tale hole through its cover.
Quickly turning over the leaves, he dis-
covered that the bullet had stopped at
the very verse marked by his mother for
him: “Rejoice, O young man, in thy
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youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in
the days of thy youth, and walk in the
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of
thine eyes; but know thou, that for ail
these things God will bring thee into
judgment” (Eceles. xi. 9). He was there-
by awakened to a sense of his guilt and
danger, and trusted Jesus as his Saviour.

Our picture shows what took place
after another of those dreadful battles
with the Boers, when our men were shot
down by the Boers, firing from behind
their proteeting rocks. Many a brave
soldier in kilt or khaki could be seen
lying dead on the wveldt while the
wounded were being sought cut. Hear-
ing a moan from one lying in a pool of
blood, the sergeant raised him up and
sought to carry him to a place where his
wounds could be dressed. As he did so,
the wounded man asked, “Have you
been to me before, sir? Someone came
to me, and beckoned me, and said, ‘ Follow
me,’ I believe it was Jesus. Lay me
down agein, please. Don’t you hear
them in Heaven calling the roll call?
My name will come soon.” The sergeant
saw him listening intensely, and then
with a glad expression illuminating his
pale face, he replied, “ Here, sir!” and
fell back dead.

In the battle of life you may soon fall,
my reader, and your death be very
inglorious, for—

¢ Dangers stand thick on every side,
To harl us to the tomb ;
While ierce disesses lurk around,
To hurry mortals home.”

Whether soldier or eivilian, peasant or
peer, “the wages of sin is death.” But
how blessed to be found here! “ eleansged
by the blood of Jesus” and “saved for
glory,” singing along the road, like the
man at Hanley, under whose feet the
pavement suddenly departed, dropping
him into an old pitshaft—

““ Yhen all of life is over,
And my work on earth is done,

And the roll is called up yonder,
T'll be there.”

W

The Tabernacle and

Its Lessons.
No. 10.

oe

AVING considered, though
necessarily very hriefly, the
Tabernacle itself, we will take
a look at its surrounings.

The cloud of glory rising up from
above the merey-seat and over-shadowing
all the camp, was the visible sign of
God’s presenco, and it regulated all the
movements of the host of Israel, as the
Tabernacle regulated their positions.
In the day-time it shaded them from
the heat of the desert sun; at night it
was luminous and gave them light.

When the cloud was lifted off the
Tabernacle it was the signal to strike
the tents and move onward., First,
Judah’s eamp moved off, following the
direction of the cloudy pillar. This
camp consisted of the tribes of Judah,
Issachar,and Zebulun,and always pitched
to' the east of the Tabernacle. Then
followed the sons of Gershon and Merari
with their six waggons.

The Merarites had charge of the solid
parts of the Tabernacle—the boards,
bars, pillars, and sockets, the pins and
the cords. For thess they had four
waggons. Their tents were always on
the north of the Tabernacle. The Ger-
shonites had charge of the coverings and

—_
77
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hangings, also the cords of the court
which they conveyed in two waggons.

They always pitched to the west. Be-
hind these came the camp of Reuben
(Reuben, Simeon, Gad) which oceupied
the side south of the Tabernacle, Next
came the Kohathites, bearing all the
holy vessels and the vail. When they
arrived at their destination they found
the Tabernacle set up ready for the
vessels. They pitched on the south.
The camp of Ephraim followed (Ephrairm,
Manasseh, and Benjamin), and took up
their station on the west. The standard
of the camp of Dan (Dan, Asher, and
Naphtali) brought up the rear, and
pitched on the north. Moses and Aaron
and his sons oecupied the space in front
of the Tabernacle eastward,

Thus you see the Tabernacle formed

the centre of the camp. | The priests and
Levites formed the next cirele round i,
and outside these the hosts of Israel,
according to their tribes. It is computed
that in that vast camp there must have
been over three million souls, all fed day
by day, and sustained by God for forty
years in a wilderness waste. Their rai-
ment did not get old, nor did their feet
swell all that time.

God 1s leading a vaster host now
through the wilderness of this world to
the heavenly Canuan. Are you one of
the Lord’s host, dear reader? If so,
victory is sure. But while here in the
wilderness, be sure that all your ways
are regulated by the sanctuary—that is,
by giving God the central place in all
your thonghts, plans, and desires, and
that you wallk according to the directions
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s

of the pillar of cloud, for Jesus has said,

“He that followeth Me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of

life.”
I
CHRIST THE FOOD OF THE SOUL,

HFRE was a man of great appestite
“who lived many years ago. His
name was Solomon, and he fed his soul
with all the arts and sciences, and with all
the poetries and luxuries of the age, nor
did he refrain from laughter and wanton-
ness, There was not a cup he did not
drain, nor a dainty from any land, nor a
fruit from any tree, of which he did not
eat. Yet when he rose up from that
abundant banquet, all he had to say was,

‘“Yanity of vanities; all is vanity.”

I have seen a poor soul feed on Christ
in a very humble cottage, upon a bed in
a little room, where she had lain alone
almost all day and all night long, year
after year, with many aches and pains,
and scarcely able to 1ift her hand to her
head, with little but dry bread and a cup
of water; and yet I have seen in that
bed-ridden woman's pain-worn face a
fulness of satisfaetion. I have known
her speak like one that had not a wish
ungratified, nor a grief worth mention-
ing. I have beheld her when in her
sufferings she could searcely speak, and
yet her every word was essential poetry
when she spoke of Him her best Beloved,
who had filled her soul even to over-
flowing. There is no food indeed, no
drink indeed, for soul and spirit, but
that which you find in the Christ. He
and He only could say,

“*I am the Bread of Life,
I am the Water of Life.”

I THESSALONIANS.
o

) HIS is the first of the epistles
of Paul,and those addressed
were young converts in the
joy and freshness of their

maee® first love. The object of it
geems to have been the correction of
their thoughts regarding the coming of
the Lord Jesus. But while this is true
the whole epistle is one of encourage-
ment, and views believers as those who
have turned to God, to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for His Son
from Heaven, even Jesus. This, indeed,
gives us the simple attitude of every saint
on earth—serving God and waiting for
Jesus. Our position is thus one of hope
and this characterises the epistle. Mean-
time, faith snd love are the accompani-
ments of hope. As to each of these, the
apostle was able to turn them to the
example of themn he and those with him
had given them, as he exhorts them to
their continued exercise,

The faithful love of the apostle to
these dear children of his in the faith
is beautiful and touching—a delightful
pattern for all to whom God bas given
spiritual children.

He then unfolds to them the manner
of the Lord’s coming. Those who had
died would be raised, and the living
changed, and together “caught up” to
meet the Lord in the air, and so be for
ever with Him. Strange, that with this
clear statement on the page of inspiration,
and that of 1 Cor. xv., the coming of the
Lord for His people should have been
lost sight of for some sixteen centuries.
This is one result of the Chureh becoming
worldly-mirrded. Believers are children
of light, they belong to the day. For
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the moment treading amid the darkness
of this world ; in it, but not of it. Jesus
died for us, that, whether we watch or
sleep, we should live together with Him.
The line of conduct snited to us while
we watch for Him here is then sketched
out in a few trenchant sentences, and the
apostle prays that in their tripariite
being they (and we) may be preserved
blameless till the ecoming of Jesus.

g

COUNT OXENSTEIN.

oe

LT is stated by the celebrated William

Penn that Count Oxzenstein, Chan-
cellor of Sweden, being visited, in his
retreat from public business, by com-
missioner Whitlock, ambassador from
England to Queen Christiana, in the
conclugion of their discourse, said to
the ambassador, “ I have seen much and
enjoyed much of this world; but I never
knew how to live till now. I thank my
good God, who has given me time to
know Him, and likewise myself. All
the cemfort I have, and all the comfort
I take, and which is more than the world
can give, is the knowledge of God’s love
in my heart, and in the reading of this
blessed Book,” laying his hand on the
Bible. “You are now,” he continued,
“in the prime of your age and vigour,
but this will all leave you, and then you
will find that there is wisdom, truth,
and comfort in the Word of Geod, and
nowhere elge.”

R

A SHEPHERD BOY.

G TRAVELLER, from & commereial house
in London, erossing the extensive
plains in Wiltshire, was joined by a
gentleman passing the same road. The
traveller, a pious man, observed, with
regret, that the conversation of the
stranger was of a light and trifling east,
often bordering on profanity; and
resolved to take the first opportunity of
slipping away from so unprofitable a
companion. Before, however, such an
opportunity oceurred, they reached a part
of the down where the road separated.
Uncertain which way to take, they
proposed to inquire of a shepherd boy,
who was reclining near the spot with a
book in his hand. The stranger, disposed
to exercise his profligate wit on the
simple peasant, thus addressed him :—

“ Halloo, my lad! what book are you
reading ?”

“The Bible, sir,” was the reply.

“The Bible! So you read that in
hopes to find out the way to Heaven?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Very well; that road I neither know
nor care anything about: tell me, if you
can, the road to Salisbury; and I will
leave you to dream about the other at
your leisure.” '

“That, sir,” pointing with his erook,
“ig the road to Salisbury; and the road
to Heaven, blessed be God, is so plain,
that ‘ wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err therein.’”

Well said, simple shepherd, thought
the pious traveller; and raised his heart
in gratitude to the Lord of Heaven and
earth, “ who hath hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and revealed them
to babes;” and thus out of the mouth
of the weak and mean, in other respects,
“hath ordained strength, to still the
enemy and the avenger.”
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OUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.

QUTLINES OF BIBLE STUDY.

For 8.8. Teachers and Senior S:cholars.

MATTHEW xviii,—Continned.

oe

Verses 23-35,—The great lezson of forgiveness. I

add a short note on this important parakble
which has been mueh misunderstood by many.
These verses contain a similitude of the King-
dom of Heaven, and deal with the great
prineiples of governmential or temperal for-
giveness and temperal punishment.

“The Ning 7 is God ; ** The great debtor,” Israel;

The

“the debt,” all the privileges and blessings
they had received from God ever since they
became a nation.  For the ©taking account”
compare chap. i, 10: “ The axe at the root of
the tree.”” The ‘' patience” following on the
Lord’s Prayer at the Cross, © Father, forgive
them,” was extended down to Acts vii.

“hundred pence debtor™ represents the
Gentiles. The altitnde of the Jews towards
the (Jentiles and towards God is shown in
many passages in Acts (see vii. 5l, xtii. 45,
xiv. 2, xvil. 5, xxi, 27, xxii, 21, xxvidl. 28), and
summed up in 1 Thess. ii. 15, (1) They killed
the Lovd Jesns; (2) and their own prophets;
{3) they persecuted the apostles; {4) they please
not (God ; (5) they were contrary to all men
{61 forbade to preach to the Gentiles, and thus
{illed up their sina: o wrath has come upon
them to the attermaost, In the words of the
parable they have been ““aold ¥ —cast into the
prison of the nations, as they are to this day,
and will be “ il the debt is paid.” That time
is spoken of in Isa. xI. Then the punishment
of the guilty nation will be completed, her war-
fare accomplizhed, and her iniquity pardored.

While we believe this to be the broad outline,

there iz a solemn warning to all the lLord's
servants, as such, in every dispensation to walk
in love, humility, and lowliness, forgiving from
the heart everyone hig brother their trespasses.

There are three aspects of forgiveness In Serip-

ture :—

I, Forgivencss @f sinners, or elernal forgiveness,

received by, and should be enjoyed by every
believer. But many do not enter into it,
Some hope for 1it.  Some think they were once
forgiven, others again suppose that they are
partly forgiven. Gon says, **I write unto yon
children becanse your sins are forgiven you for
His name’s sake” (1 Jabn ii. 12). Grace pro-
vides it. The hlood procures it. The Spirit
proclaima it.  Fuaith appropriates it. Becaunse
God hus spoken I am sure. Three things
follow——(1) It produces happiness : Pg. xxxii. 1,
“ Happy iz he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.” (2} It produces love:
Luke vii, 47, ** Much forgiven, the same loveth
much.” (3) It produces holy and reverent
fear: I's. exxx. 4, ““ There iz forgiveness with
Thee, that Thou mayest he fearved,”

1L, Forgiveness for belicvers, or restorative forgive-

I1I.

ness, (ur firet confession brought us eternal
forgiveness, and we became children. Con-
fession of our {(alas !} many breakdowns restores
us to the joy of forgiveness, and keeps. us
happy children. Instructions to railway men
are that ‘“when a train breaks down, report
to headquarters.” So must we. °“ If we con-
fess our sins, He je faithfnl and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse s from all un-
rightecusness” (1 John i. 9.

Governmented  forgiveness, with which  the
parable in' this chapter deals, Closely con-
nected with il is, as T bave gaid, the supreme
importance and necessity of forgiveness by
Lelievers of cach other. Any other attitude ig
eontrary to the whole spirit of Christianity,
ad there is no evidence that the man whe
cherishes an unforgiving spirit is a Christian
at all

Having been forgiven our great debt by Gad, we

onght to forgive each other withont end. To
do otherwise is to grieve the Holy Spirit of
God.

Two words give the secret of she unmerciful

servant’s failure, He ** went ont™ from the
presence of his master. In a spiritual sense
this will always mean failure. To abide in the
light is to abide in communion with the Father
and the Son, May this ever be our happy
experience, ahd so shall our ¢ joy be full.”

L. L
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4 LEASE, mother, tell us again about little Samuel {7 This

7" has often been the pleading request of many a little child
when in the quiet cvening hour, and the children are tired
with their play, the Christian mother gathers her little
ones round her knees and seeks to engage their latest
thoughts with divine things.

Why should this story be so interesting to children,
and so often form the theme for the Sunday School lesson and the
Children’s Service? I expect it is because Samuel was but a little boy
when he came so publicly under notice,

Hannah —Samuel’s mother--had dedicated her little boy to the Lord
for His service from his very birth, and very early in his life he was
taken to the House of God to live with the priests of God. It must
have been a'strange sight fo have seen this little fellow, dressed some-
thing like one of God's priests, going about the temple and busying himself
Wlth some little service there under the direction of Eli {L Sam. ii. 11).

Many interesting things could be told about this little boy no doubt,
much the same as could be said of many a little reader of these pages;
but those I would here refer to are specially worthy of notice. He was
born of pious parents, and his mother was a remarkable woman of prayer,
He had been bronght up in the midst of great privileges, and when he
was old enough, he took some little part in the service of the Lord.
Still-—in spite of all these things—there was one sad lack with little
Samuel—* He did not yet know the Lord” (1 Sam. i1l 7).

I wonder how many of these features in the life of Samuel are to be
found in your own life, my little friend.

Let us here notice a few of them. Firstly—He was born of
Godly parents. Isthat true of you? What a wonderful favour it is
to have a Christian father and mother—parents that not only point you
the way to Heaven, but in the fear of God they walk that way thew-
selves and seek to lead you with them. Happy child if such is your lot !

Then again—Samuel had a praying mother. Have you!
I daresay these lines may fall under the notice of some whose mother
has often prayed for them in secret. When she tucked you up in bed at
night, when she nursed you in your illness, when she taught you to Lisp
a little prayer, how her heart went up to God in prayer for you !
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Samuel had also been brought up in a place of great
privilege —the greatest privilége then known.

He was reared in the House of God where he could hear of the Liord
every day of his life; and when he was old enough he was permitted even
to take a little part in the service of Giod—if it were only opening and
closing the doors, L

You, too, have been reared amidst the bright privileges of what is
called a Christian land —-a land of Sunday Schools and Bibles. You have
often and often heard of Jesus, and that, perhaps, in a Christian home.
You have read books about Him, and sung hymns about Him, and
perhaps more than that, you may, like Samuel, sometimes have engaged
in a little service for the Liord. Perhaps you have invited boys and girls
to the Children’s Service, or distributed hymns to those gatherings, or
perhaps you have tried to make the Gospel Meetings known and
endeavoured to get some in to hear. DBesides this, you may even have
given some of your pocket money to send the Gospel to the heathen.

Now we come to a very important and serious lack in Samuel’s life.
Iisten to what God has to say of this boy in spite of all that was so true
and happy about him. “Now Samuel did not yet know the
Lord.” Think of that! Ob, how very sad and solemn this is! Here
was a boy who had Godly parents, a praying mother, and was brought
up amid the greatest privileges, and even took part in religious service,
and vet he “ difl not yet know the Lord” for himself. Do you know any-
one like that ? I wonder if my little reader might be described in that way.

You may say, “ What matter does that make? I am better than
those who don’t go to Sunday School or Children’s Services. I have got
prizes for Scripture Searching, and I know a good deal about Jesus.”
Yes, my dear, all that may be quite true. Yoo may know very much
about Jesus, and yet you may not know Him. 1 know a great deal
about King George V., but [ dont know hum.

A Iittle girl, when passing a gentleman one day, said, ““Good morning,
sir |7 He politely and cheerily returned the salutation. She then
turned to her little friend and proudly said, ** 1 know that gentleman!”
The other little girl, not wishing her friend to think that her circle
of acquaintance was wider than her own, replied, **So do I.” < Who is
is he, then?” ¢ Well,” she replied, “I don’t know his name, but I

~S7 NS+
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know him by sight” “Ah!” said the
other proudly, “but you don’t know him
to speak to !”

I wonder if my little reader knows
the Lord in that intimate and blessed
way—that you are on speaking terms
with Him, or do you only knoew some-
thing about Him !

It is one of the very marks by which
we may know the sheep and lamnbs of
Christ—i.c., “ They know the Shepherd.”

Listen to what Jesus says, “{ htnow
My sheep, and am known of Mine”
That means, He knows them and they
know Him.

The Lord Jesus once said to some very
religious people who used to go regularly

to their place of worship, and say their -

prayers every day—* Ye believe not
because ye are not of My sheep” (John
x. 28). The Good Shepherd says, “ My
sheep have all got one mark about them,
and that is they all know and believe
in Me.”

You must not make the mistake and
think that beeause you are little children
that you are therefore little lambs in
Christ's flock. You may sing, “Jesus Is
our Shepherd,” and yet you may not be
able to truthfully say, “The Lord is my
Shepherd, and I know Him and He
knows me.”

Presently the Lord Jesus is coming
again to call all who know fim to meet
Him in the air, and then go to His own
eternal home with Him for ever. When
that takes place, He tells us in Luke
xiil, 25-27, then Ile 1s going to shut the
door of salvation and mercy. When
that is done, He tells us that a very
large number who once enjoyed privi-
leges, sueh as you enjoy, will come
knocking at the door and asking to be
let in. They plead that they know a
good deal about the Lord, but the only

answer they will get will be—"*1 know
you not. . .. Depart from Me!” He
knows His sheep, but He does not know
thewm, because they have never kmown
Him, Oh, how exceedingly solemn!
If you do not yet know the Lord, be
stre you make haste and eome to Him
as & poor sinner, and put your simple
trust in Him—+the sinner’s Saviour—and
be saved, and iind in Him eternal life.
“This is life eternal that they might know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent” (John xvii. 3).
"Tis eternal life to know Hiwm,
Oh ! how He loves,

Think, ¢h ! think, how munch we owe Him,
Oh ! how He lovea.

With His preeious Dlood He hought us,

In the wilderness He sought us,

To Hias fold lla salely brought ws,
(h! how He loves,

The Tabernacle and

Its Lessons.
No. 11.

el have seen the camp of
Israel pitched in God's
ordered way around the
Tabernacle, and in the
lesson before us now we
may learn something of
the blessedness of being God’s people.
Balak, King of Moab, was afraid of this
great host, and he bethought himself
that if only he could get Balaam, the
soothsayer, to curse Israel, he would be
able to overcome them. There have
been many Balaks in the world: men
who have thought it would be to their
interest to erush God’s people.

Well, Balaam came, but instead of
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allowing him to curse them, God made
him bless the people three times, and
each time more largely. Indeed, some
of the most beautiful language ever
spoken fell from Balaam’s unwilling
lips :—* How goodly are thy tents, O
Jacob! and thy tabernacles, O Israel!
As the valleys are they spread forth, as
gardens by the river's side, as the frees
of lign aloes which the ILord hath
planted, and as cedar trees beside the
waters.”

God sees His people in the loveliness
and beauty of Christ His Beloved, even
as David could remind Him-—* Behold,
O God our Shield, and look upon the
face of Thine Anointed.” When the
beauty of Jesus is reckoned to His
redeemed ones, what enemy can find a
flaw in them ? Borne on the breast and

showlders of their Great High Priest,
and before (God in Him, in ali the value
of His atoning work, who can lay any-
thing to their charge? “It is God that
jnstifieth, who is he that condemneth 2”7

As to what they are in themselves,
God may have to chasten them as a stifl-
necked people; but let the enemy accuse,
God answers him and turns his curse
into a blessing.

The priests of Rome cursed the mar-
tyrs, but, like poor Balaam, they will
have to do with God, the Justifier of
His people. Balaam prayed, “ lLet me
die the death of the righteous, and let
my last end be like his.” But Seripture
tells us that he loved the wages of
unrighteousness, and he fell by the sword
of judgment.

Oh! my dear reader, flee to the Lord
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Jesus Christ. It is thus you may
become one of God’s people, and share
their present blessedness and their
eternal salvation and glory.

1/
—
I THESSALONIANS.

[SECOND PArem. |

HEY were young converts at
Thessalonica in all the fresh-
ness and fervour of their first
love. The apostle had been

amongst them only about three weeks,
but his labours had been greatly owned
of God. We have in them a model
company of Christians, young in the
faith, but full of fervour and zeal, and
abounding in works of faith, labours of
love, and patience of hope; and so
exhibiting practicaily, and probably
unconseiously, the three governing
principles of the Christian life. It is
essentially the epistie of hope.

1. We have the attitude of hope

{chap. 1. 10).
2. The joy of hope (as to the servant)
(chap. ii. 19).
3. The characteristic of Lope (holiness)
(chap.iii. 13; compare 1 John 111. 3).
4. The object of hope, and how hope will
be realised (chap. iy. 16).

. The present effects of hope on our
walk and ways (chap. v. 1-11).
Hope counects the soul with its objeet
and its goal. Faikh takes hold on God
in present eircumstances, and love is the
true motive power of the Christian jife.
Happy the soul when these three are in
exercise, as in the Thessalonians. The
apostle points to his own behaviour and
that of his companions in labour as an
example to them, and thus also to us,

[wal }

and specially to all who minister the
Word., He then asks for their prayers
for him (dependence on God always
marks a true servant of the Lord), and
charges that the epistle be read to ail
the “holy brethren”™ wonderful deserip-
tion of those so lately corrupt heathen,
and wonderful in the case of every child
of God, for we all “were by nature
children of wrath, even as others.”

BLACK AND WHITE.

Cgipaere Isa 1, B, 6, and Eph, i1, 1, 2 with
1st Epistle of Johu iv, L7,

— A A

WAt is the fonlest thing on earth ¥
Fethink tlee now and tell,

It is a noul by sin dafiled,
’T'is only fit for Hell !

It is the loathsote earthly den
Where evil spirita dwell.

And what’s the purest thing on earth
Jome, tell me if thon koo,

"Tis that same soul by Jesus cleansed,
Washed whiter far than snow !

There’s nanght more pure above the sky,
Nunglht elsa so pure beluw,

God’s eye of Hame Lhab searches all,
And Jinds the heavens unclean,

Rests on that soul in full delighe,
For not a apot is seen.

“ Clean gvery whit?’ in Jesus’ blood —
YWhate'er its guilt has been. :

He sces no sin ! bnt sces the hlood
That clennsen all the sin !

*Tis Chrint npon the sant without,
*Tis Christ He aeces within ;

To judge it fonl were just to judge
(rod’s Christ Himseli anelean !

Thou Laml of God, whose wondrous grace
This great redemption wrought,

Not only snatehed from yawning Hell,
But to Ylod’s bosom bronght,

And rajsed thie mined wreelk of sin
Beyond created thonght, D, i ¥,
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The . . .
Christ-Rejecter’'s End.
o

ANY persons intend to become
Christians at a future day, but
invent excuses for present
delay., They 1magine that a

“more convenient season” will come ;

but, oh, how terrible the danger of

delay! How very often does it end in
utter despair, as in the following narra-
tive :—Residing for a time In a village
on the west coast of Scotland, during
my morning walks T often stopped to
speak a word to Mary M , a remark-
ably fine, healthy young woman, the
mother of a little family. But my visits
never seemed very welcome, and her
dislike to God's Word, and especially
the Cross of Jesus, she would show by
constantly fidgetting ns soon as I entered
upon 16 She would begin to sweep up
her floor, remove her kettle from the
fire, or tura to anything rather than sit

and listen for five minutes, though I

tried a8 kindly as possible to win her

attention.

Thus months passed away, and the
enmity of her mind evidently increased,
for shp would occasionally shut and
jock ber door when sghe saw me coming.
Little did she think, poor woman! how
soon she would in very despair send for
me. One morning early I was surprised
by & message from Mary, begging me to
come to her immediately. I did so, and
was shocked to find her not only ill, but
fast approaching her end., Severe in-
flammation had attacked her, and to the
agonies of the body were added the far
worse agonies of the mind. Conseience
was fuliy at work, and she was tossing

to and fro in all the horrors of a speedy
removal into a world for which she felt
herself wholly unprepared. I prayer-
fully sought to set before her the fulness
and freeness of salvation, even at the
eleventh hour; but she looked wildly
in my face, and said, ’

“It’'s too late! I eannot understand
you now!” Then raising her hands to
hide her face, with a tone and manner I
aven now shudder to think of, and as if
to her eye the awful realities of the
unseen world were already revealed, she
exclaimed,

“Oh, hide me from the Almighty! I
will not, T cannot meet God !'”

These were her last words. In a few
minutes her spirit was called.

Such a seene speaks for itself,

Let it be a solemn warning to vou,
dear reader, who eare for none of these
things, who have no time to heed God’s
call. Think for one moment of the love
and mercy you are slighting. Oh!
remember God will not be mocked.
Oh! then seek God in earnest and in
His time, which is Now, lest delay makes
your heart harder, and Satan lands you
in eternal anguish.

o

FIVE POINTS for PRACTICE.
First Chapter of St. John.

36, Looking on the Lamb brings life.
: Salvation.
38, Following Jesus ends the strife,
Separation.
34, Abiding with Him aff the day.
Fellowship.
41. Finding a brother by the way,
Testimony.
42, Dringing him to Jesus too.
' Soul-Winning.
This is what Iis saints should do.
E. M, U, H,
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OQUTLINES OF BIELE STUDY.,

For B.8. Teachers and Senior Scholars,

MATTHEW xix.

This chapter may be divided into four parts, and

shows ns our Lord’s teaching in the following
order:— v -

I. Marriage {1-12),

I1. The Little Children (13-15).
IIT. Human Goodness (16-26).
IV. Discipleship (27-30).

I. Versea 1-12.—Aa to the first, the Lord lays down

11,

I1I.

the prineiples of God's order as to natoral re.
lutionships, restating and maintaining thab
order. Man, through the hardness of his heart,
hud ignored the divine principles and hroken
the link which God had declared to be indis-
goluble, wnless sin break it. The subject is of
great importance, especlally at the moment
when” Christendom is making every effort to
rolax the bands of moerality on this very point.

Verses 13-15.—As to the little children, we
find the Lord using these o illustrate tha Spirit
suitable to the Kingdom of Heaven. Self-
seeking, self-importance, seli-exaltation were as
vet undeveloped in the little one. It was a
maocel of what ought to obtain in the Kingdom.
They were creatures of God, and belonged by
right of redemption to that Kingdom. He
laid his hands on them, sanctioning the state
of simple lowliness and confiding trust which
they set forth. Note three things in this
section—(1) The invitation of love; (2) the
vonditipn of entrance; (3) the reception of
grace.

Verses 16-26.—Here we have a delightful
¢haracter, No hypocrite, but a young man
perfectly sincere, thinking by law to inherit
eternal life. Thinking that eternal life was
only fiving long in God’a favour, outside the
curse and death which Blight the life of every
man sincs Adam fell. He spoke of eferaal
life. Note that in His repiy the Lord speaks
only of life. '

The young man came with the thought that there

1% goodhess in man suitable to give him a
standing before God; but while. the Lerd
recognises all that is good in nature, He alse

ghows that the best of nature will not do for'
‘ However irreproachable conduct might'
be in the eyes of men, the stale of the heart was,

God.

a different matter. To that point the Lord
conducts him. He was not “jfar from,” hut
he was not ** in™" the Kingdom.

When He who ‘*searcheth the heart” breught the

law in its trne **inwardnesg™ to bear, it was
shown that, even in his duty to his peighbour,
the demands of law were unfulfilled. The
light revealed the idol of wiches in his hearg,
and he turned away *‘very sorrowful.” Hp
will it be with everyone who shuas the narrow
pethway of following Christ. To own and
follow Him here iz to reign with Him in
Kingdom glory hereafter.

Verse 25.—“Who then can be saved?’ Well

Iv.

might the apostles so exclaim ! Their thought
was that riches was a zign of God’s favour—
that they at least supplied the means of doing
good. 1f none were good, and the means of
doing good valueless, who could be saved?
The Lord’s angwer is emphatic. If a question
of man—mno one,  But with God all things are
possible, Grace makes no account of what
man is, either at ** his best ™ or ‘¢ his worst.”
Salvation is of the Lowd,

Verse 27.—Peter, doubtless seeing the young
man going away, preferving his possessions to
Christ, ventures the question, ** We have left
all. . . . What shall we have?®” 1t gives
veeasion for the Lord to announce some
precious encouragement as to discipleship.
The apostles kae done what the Lord invited
the young man to do. What would they
receivef The answer iz two-fold. First, as
to His immediate followers, they should be
princes in the day of the Kingdom: and,
second, everyone at all times, and in all
places, who prefer the name of Christ above
all that is dear to nature, shall receive an
hundred-fold here, and shall inherit everlasting
life. This was much beyond what law could
promise. Christ was that eternal life, and
after His death and resurrection it was fuliy
manifested. May He have an increasing place
in our heart's affections day by day, while we
wait: for His coming.

In verse 30 the Lord adds a warning both to the

apostles and sll others, Peter had forsaken
his boat and nets, and we are ever in danger of
allowing the flesh to put a value on the *“ hoat
and nets,” which they never posgessed, and ea
strike a bargain with God, If a0, though we
may appear to be ** first,” yet before Him who
““geeth not as man seeth,” we shall be *flast
of all.” '

May we have prace to walk in the narrow pathway

of discipleship, neither allured by the smiles
of the world, nor hindered by its frowns,
¥ L. L.

o
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“Coo Bad for Jesus.,”

v NE Sunday evening as we reached the foot of a stair where we
‘ had been inviting the people to a Gospel Meeting, we were
met by a group of children, one of whom told us that there
was a woman ill in the house near by. Taking the child as a
guide, we went to the house, thinking that maybe there would
be & willing ear for that old, old story, from one who was laid on

a bed of sickness. On reaching the door we knocked, and a faint
voice said, “Come in.” We opened the door, and there on a bed in a
corner of the room lay a comparatively young and good-looking woman.
She welcomed us, and readily told us of her troubles: how ill she had
been, but thought that now she had got a turn for the better. A fit of
coughing just then, however, did not suggest much improvement to
our mind,

For a while she lay exhausted, and we feared the exertion of talking
had been too much for her, and said so, promising to come back again,

/ “Oh, please do not go away!” she said. “T am very glad you
came ; the nights are so long, and I cannot sleep, and I have no one to
speak to.”

Over her bed were hung three pictures of the Lord in different
attitudes, so we said, “Surely you must think a great deal about the
Lord Jesus Cbrist, seeing you have so many pictures representing Him”;
and, pointing to the one with Jesus on the Cross, said, * You know what
that means, don’t you? The One who hung there- -despised and cast
out by the world—was none other than the Son of God who died, the
Just for the unjust, that He wight bring us to God.”

Never will we forget her words, nor the tone in which they were
said. They were—‘So they say, miss; so they say; but it's no for the
likes of me, I've been too bad1”

Too bad for Jesus! Many a one we have met who thought them-
selves too good for Jesus, but never one was turned away because they
were too bad. IHow glad we were to be able to tell her that “ He came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,” and that “ God so
loved theSworld, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Nominally a Roman Catholic, she was as ignorant of the Scriptures
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as you might expect any one brought up in Central Africa to be. Ag
we read verse after verse out of God’s Word, it seemed like pouring
water on thirsty ground, so eagerly did she listen,

The hour was late, and we had to leave, but visited her many times
afterwards. Fach time she was weaker, until at last even she gave up
hope of getting better. The last time we saw her she was scarcely able
to speak, and bending over her we said, * On what are you resting, Mrs.
F-——? Areyouafraid?” Then repeated those precious words—*The
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” She opened
her eyes, and with a great effort said, “ Yes, that’s it”; and repeated all
the verse, “The blood—of-—Jesus—Christ,—God’s—Son,—cleanseth
us—from—all—sin,” That was all. Next morning she passed quietly
away. “Was she saved?” do you say? If those words came from her
heart, then she was. Her soul saved, thank God! But oh! her life all

spent in the service of sin and Satan.
* * ¥ *

Come with us to another house in the same square. Tt is just a
few months later, but we have known Mrs, G—— for a long time.
Converted while young, she wasSrespected by her neighbours, and loved
by the children. Now she too was dying, and knew it. Ts she afraid?
Nay ; listen to her own words— -

“] have a peace: it is calm as a river—
A peace that the friends of this world never kuew ;
My Saviour alene is its Aunthor and Giver:
And oh, eould I know it was given to you!”

One day when some one was writing letters for her with farewell
messages, she said, ““Tell them to meet me in Heaven, and that I am
not afraid to die, for Jesus is with me now.”

She suffered much, and one day she said, “ How glad I am that 1
came to Jesus while I was young. He has been very good to me, and I
could not do without Him now.”

Towards the close of a particularly weary day, she motioned to one
standing near her bedside to pray. They just asked the Lord to smooth
her pillow, and to grant that the end might be peace, then whispered to
her that Jesus had said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
Faintly came the reply, “No, never!” It seemed as if the answer to
the prayer came direct, for the restless tossing ceased, and in less than
half an hour she quietly passed to be for ever with the Loxrd. 4. o.

Y
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A%

The Tabernacle

Its Il.essons.
No. 12.

and

—rH O —

Yo XE close these short lessons

L%y with a glance at the last
YARI8  steps of Israel’s wilderness
journey. The journeyings
of the tabernacle werc
now almost over. Only
one barrier lay between
Israel’s hosts and the long-promised land
of Canaan. This was the river Jordan.

But now the host moves, and preceding
it about a thousand paces, comes the ark,
borne by the priests; and, lo! as these
step into the overtlowing brink of

i

Jordan, the waters retreat and fail,
Away far up the river they stand on a
heap. The priests bearing the ark
descend into the middle of the river's
bed, and there they stand till all the
people have passed over.

Now Jordan is a type or figure of
death. That is, death as God’s just
judgment of sin, which must for ever
effectually bar the way of every sinner,
and keep him out of blessing if he has
to meet it himself.

“What wilt thon do in the swellings
of Jordan?” asks the prophet; and I
agk you the same solemn gquestion, dear
reader. There is but one way of safety.
See that ark before which Jordan fled.
What does jt teach? Of whom does it
gpeak ?  Of Jesus.

When the ark went into Jordan, we
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read, “ Jordan overflowed all his banks.”
When Jesus went down info the deep,
dark waters of judgment and death, the
floods of God’s wrath against sin flowed
in &1l their force over His soul. “Isink
in deep mire where there is no standing.
I come into deep waters where the floods
overflow me.” “All Thy waves and Thy
billows are gone over me,”

Happy is my reader if he or she can
sing faith's beautiful song—

“ Death and judgment are hehind me,
Grace and glory on hefore ;
Al the billows passed o’er Jesus,
There they spent their utmost power.”’
Or again—

¢« The floods will lrurst, the thunders roll,
God’s judgments ne'er shall reach my soul ;
T'he tempest broke on Jesus’ head,
Tha billows passed o’er Him instead ;
On Christ, the solid Rocl, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.”’

Twelve memorial stones were set up
in the midst of Jordan where the priests’
feet stood, and twelve taken from the
same spot were carried over and set up
at Gilgal.

The believer will ever loock back to
Calvary and gaze with adoring heart on
the place where the true ark steod.
Amid the bliss of Heaven and an eternity
of glory, he will never forget that sacred
spot called Calvary, where Jesus braved
the billows of wrath in order that that
bliss and glory might be his.

The twelve stones carried over to
Gilgal told every tribe that they owed
their being in Canaan to the ark ; and
that most precious memorial, the Lord’s
Supper, reminds believers now of where
Jesus stood for them, and tells each of
their individual interest in His death
and resurrection.

The writer entreats each dear reader
to see to it, above all else, that he or she
has a personal interest in Him whom the

types we have been considering fore-
shadowed, and is one of the Lord’s host
journeying on to the heavenly land of
which Canaan is but a feeble type, If,
through grace, you already belong to
Jesus, may you in these types see what
your privileges and responsibilities are.
May you worship as a priest, serve as a
Levite, and be a good soldier of Jesus
Christ till you see Him above.

o

JOME, children, I have a story
to tell you. I suppose as
Christmas comes round
again many of you will be
‘ —-==2>  hoping to have some happy
times together, and I am sure I hope you
will; in fact I would like it to be the
very happiest Christmastide you ever
had. If you know Jesus as gyour
Saviour it will indeed be & happy one
for you, though sometimes even at this
season of the year there are sad hearts,
for death comes into homes now as much
as at any other time; but, if you have
Jesus as your Friend, He will help you
to bear the sorrow, and if you will only
let Him He can fill your heart with
peace, “ Peace that passeth all under-
standing.” Why, even we grown-up
ones cannot explain what a wonderful
pesce this is that Jesus gives us,

I am very sorry to tell you I have not
a father now, and sometimes it makes
me feel so sad, but I have a Father in
Heaven who looks after me and cares
for me; One who can never, never die,

But I must tell you my story. 1
expect some of you bhoys and girls have
Christmas stockings: 1 remember I used
to. One Christinas Eve I went to bed
and tried to lie awake until very late to
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see if 1 could ses father or mother filling
up my stocking, but presently I went
sound off to sleep. Perhaps if I had
seen the stocking being filled I should
not have enjoyed it so much the next
morning. Of course, when I did wake
up on Christimas morning, you can pretty
well guess my first thoughts were as to
whether my stocking was filled. T was
-not disappointed, for sure enough at the
end of my bed there lay a well-filled
stocking. Now the first thing was to
undo i, for T must tell you it was tied
up; so after quickly untying it I began
to look to see what was inside, when out
fell o small piece of paper. Whatever
could it be? I unfolded it, and read
these words which were in my father's
 handwriting :—

¢ Whethet you rige early or yo to hed late,
Homember Christ Jesus who died for your sake,”

I expeet he wanted me to remember,
whilst enjoying all the good things, that
Jesus had died for wme, and slthough
father and mother bad put the things in
my stoeking, yet God had really given
them the health and strength to provide
the money to buy the things with, for
we are all, everyone of us, dependent on
God far everything. Did you ever think
of it?

I have often thought of these lines
written on that piece of paper when I
have gone up to bed late in the evening,
although at the time I did not pay much
heed to them. No, I just put the paper
on one side and began o draw out from
my stocking an orange, an apple, some
chocolates, and all sorts of nice things;
but after I had got pretty well to the
bottom T bhad another look to malke quite
sure I had not missed anything, and,
strange to say, there was another very
small piece of paper, carefully folded up.

i—— g

/
So I unfolded this paper, opened it out,
and this time I found a text written on
the paper ; it was this:—

“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
yonth, while the avil days come not, nor the
years draw pigh, when thon sbalt say, I have
no pleasure in them.”

If you look in your Bible you will find
this verse in the book of Ecclesiastes,
chapter xii.,, verse 1. This book is the
pext one after the book of Proverbs
which follows Psalms, so you will easily
be able to find it. You can gquite well
understand now if ever I hear anyone
repeat that text it reminds me of my
Christmes stocking. T have still got
one of the pieces of paper in a pocket-
book of mine,

I want you to earefully notice how the
text says, “ Remember now.” There is
no time like the present time, for you
know things that are put off and not
done at the right time are often not
done af all. If you live to grow up you
will find out that the older persons get,
if they have not come to Jesus, their
hearts get harder, and Satan, who is our
enemy, tries to make us forget all that
we once knew about Jesus, and that is
why God’s Word tells us to “ Remember
now.”

Jesus had to die in our stead if our
sins were to be forgiven, because we
have sinned against God; but then if
wo take no notice of what Jesus has
done, and do not even thank Him for it,
God cannot pardon ug, for He has said,
“There is none other name under Heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved ” (Acts iv. 12). Jesus wants to be
your Friend. I am always glad I came
to Him when I, was young. I wonder
who is going to trust in Jesus nowu.

L. A, A,
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2 THESSALONIANS.
e

% N this epistle the hope of the
saints is again in question.
False teachers had written
to believers at Thessalonica
(and had dared to use the
apostle’s name as authority
: for what they wrote), telling
; them that they were in the Day
of the Lord.

They had been told it would he a time
of great suffering, and as they were
suffering severe persecution, some room
was made in their minds for this error.
The apostle shows them in the first
chapter that when the Lord comes it
will be to give rest to His tried saints,
and to judge those who persecute them
—just the reverse of their present ex-
periences. Then, in the second chapter,
he proceeds to speak of what must
necessarily precede the Day of the Lord.
Man's hoasted civilisation, pride, and
self-will were to come to a head; for,
though God is a God of judgment, yet
judgment is His strange work, and He
lingers to the uttermost. It is when
“ the transgressors are come to the full ”
{(Dan. viii. 23) that His judgment will
fall on this guilty world, The man of
sin must take his predicted place as the
object of universal worship, and before
then there most come a “falling away ”
from the truth—an apostacy, a giving
up of all that had been held as divine.

Even then the mystery of iniquity
was working, and the Lord was ready
to judge the living and the dead, but
there was, and is, a restraining power
holding back the forces of evil till God’s
purposes of grace are fully accomplished
—till the heavenly saints, the Body and

Bride of Christ are gathered out from
the world.

The mystery of iniquity (or law-
lessness) is not diffieult to trace in these
days, pointing to the speedy acecomplish-
ment of this prophecy. The Holy Ghost
is on earth, and the government of God
is directed in view of His presence here,
for He is here to glorify Christ and to
lead His Bride home to Him, as Eliezer
led Rebecca to Isaac,

But when the Lord Jesus calls His
Bride away, He who hindereth will be
taken out of the way, and lawlessness
energised by Satan will rise to a head
under the rule of the Anti-Christ. Then
those who would not receive the love of
the truth will believe the lie of the devil,
They had pleasure in unrighteousness.

In view of all this the apostle exhorts
the Thessalonians to stand fast in the
truth, and meantime he prays that their
hearts might be directed into the love
of God and the patience of Christ.

God’s love has prepared for us what
Christ is also waiting for—our being
with Him in the Father's House, and
His reigning in glory over the world; a
joy we shall share with Him. Meantime
that love is our grand resource day hy
day. Some at Thessalonica seemed to
think that as the Lord’s coming was so
near, they need not work, but the apostle
sharply tells such that “if any man does
not like to work, neither let him eat)”
and that they were “disorderly.” How
truly are the Holy Secriptures given
“that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.”
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iy b

OUTLINES OF BIBLE S8TUDY.

For 8.5, Teachers and Senior Scholars.

MATTHEW xx.

os

Chapters xix. and xx, continue the moral principles

introdueed in chapter xviii.

The close of last chapter shows that recompense

will follow every sacrifice for Christ's sake, but
the Lord immediately goes on to teach {chap.
xx. 1-16) that this reward will be in accord-
ance with both soversignty and grace.

There are four groups of labourers, but the first

they depend on their bargain.

stand out in contrast to the other three. They
work on the fegal principle of & die eqaivalent.
Sa much labour, so-much reward. Ia short,
The others
depend on the goodness of the householder,
The first work for money, the others work for
the Master. The first received 'a penmy ™;
ai did the others.  But the point of the parable
is that gl were vewarded, not that all were
rewarded @iike, There is a great difference
between a penny an houwr and a ponny a day,
But the grace of the householder is peen in
making the last equal to the first. God wiil
maintain Hisright te give acvording as He sees
fit. Many who thouyht themselves **first™ may
be seen to be last, and some who came in late,
na it were, may, thmugh grace, get a “f first
piace. The dying thief came in at the eleventh
hour, but his one short hour of witness to
Christ eame in at a time when all had forsaken
Him, Paul called himself the ‘‘last of the
apostles,” but he was in “‘labours more
abundant.” On the other hand, Demas was
among the first whe went out with the Gosyel,
but the love of the world diverted him from
the path of service.

Verse 20, —The two diéciplea ueable to profit by

the Eord’s solemn announcement of His death
at Jerusalem, and thinking only of earthly
greatness, snd that immediately, prefer their
request to be first in His Kingdom. This

- carnal and selfish appeal only gives the Lord

the opportunity to bring to light the things of
the spirit. He had come as the Mesgiak, and
had been rejected. Then He had annonnced
Himgelf as “*Son of Man"—a wider title,
which spoke of His rights world-wide, and
therefore of blessing for all. Bul before there
could be blessing for any, the Lord must die

I COME QUICKLY:
THAT FAST WHICH
HAST, THAT NO MAN TAKE

: A
in order to lay the foundation for everything
in righteousuness, All this the disciples were
as yet ignorant of.

Verses 22-24.—~But before that day of earthly

blessing came, the Lord had something to give
to His followers. It was suffering. They
were slow to learn that this was the highest -
honour they could have in this world during
the time of His rejection. 8o are wo. Know-
ing neither what they asked, nor what they
said, they replied to His guestion, ** We are
able,” Doth passed through suffering after.
wards, James, the first of the apostles to
seal his testimony with kig blood {see Acta xii. ];
John, the last to ¢ full asleep.”

Verses 24-28. —If the sons of Zebedeo were full of

themselves, the ten were full of indignation.
They wanted to put the two down, Eerhapa
only to put themselves up; bot the Lord in
patient grace calls them all arcund Hiwm, and.
puts all right, instructing them as to the
marvelious eondescension of the Son of Man,
who came “‘not to be ministered nnto, bat to
minister, and to give His life a ransom for
many.”

Using this argument, He teaches them what their

relation to each other should ever be through
all the ages. Not the world spirit which
seeketh its own, but the Christ spirit which
gecketh not ifs own, is ever ready indeed, not
merely to die, but to lay down {ife iteelf for
the brethren, L. L.

N

‘"“BEHOLD,
HOLD
THOU

"THY CROWN?”
(Rev. iii, 11). .

o
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