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MY LOAD—HIS GIFT.*

“Cast what He hath given thee upon
Jehovah, and He will sustain thee.”.—
(Psalm 55: 22.)

By Ernest Bourner Allen.
My load—His gift! How strange I did
not see it so!

1f 1 had known His hand had placed the

burden there,

Then it had been to me no anxious cross

and care,
But just another way for me His grace to
show,

My load—His gift! How glad I am He
knows my frame!
What I can do and bear He weighs and
watches well;
Some thorn in flesh, some brunt of fight,
some danger felf,
These be the way designed through me to
praise His Name!

My load—His gift!
diff'rent seems
Than when—a yesterday—I1 faltered on
the way,
And cried full oft for swifter closing of
the day,
While now night comes too soon, when
deeds give way to dreams.

I thank my God it

My load—His gift! If heavier then each
day it grows,
'Tis discipline I need to test and spur
my strength,
And travel all the road He trod, until,
at length,
My Father's house I reach, the way to
which He shows.

“IN THIS WILL I BE CONFIDENT.”
(Psalm 27, 3.)
The Psalm opens with three great rea-

sons why the Psalmist was confident in
time of war, and all three are

I. What the Lord is to him:
1. “My light.”
2. “My salvation.”

3. “The strength of my life.”

It is not the joy of a man who does not
know, nor the still more hopeless man
who does not care, but the confidence of
a man who both knows and cares, but also
knows that the object of his trust is
greater than that of all his fears,

1[. What God has been to him in the
past.

FFoes were always coming, but never
came, not because he conquered them, but
God always intervened. A climax of con-
fidence is reached in this third verse:

III. His purpose to abide in communion
with God.

Friendships and experiences must be
kept in repair. He guards his communi-
cations. QOur strength and hope in time
of war is in the temple of God. “One
thing have I desired of the Lord.” Human
life is very complex, but there is always
one central thing in every life. One thing
had kept him strong. Our real characters
are determined by our desires. The real
man is the man you want to be. Every
man is estimated by God in the light of
his inward desires. So the Sermon on the
Mount shows hate to be murder in God’s
sight. The Psalmist's desire was to be
engaged in worship and service to God all
the days of his life. His life

1. sprang from one desire—"desired.”

2. based upon one plan—*seek.”

3. had one object—*“to behold.”

To have a desire is not enough; we must
have a plan—"zeek after it.”

1. To put spiritual thinga in the- first
place.

2. To submit all to the approval of God.

3. To apply all energies to realize it.

What right have we to pray for things
that we never seek? There must be har-
mony in our ways. What do we live for?
Here is a twofold object:

1. To behold the beauty of the Lord—
contemplation of faith.

2. To enquire in His temple—confinue
in prayer. F.C. W,
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OQUR LORD’S MISSION AND OQURS.

Many and varied and beautiful and edi-
fying to consider are the objects of our
Lord’s mission here below, as given in
the Holy Scriptures, either by Himself or
those who “wrote of Him.” A few of
these we may profitably consider, and at
the same time connect them with our own
mission as the faint reflections of His own.

The first, and, as it were, all-embracing
object, stated on the threshold of His
earthly sojourn here, is spoken of by Him-
self and to His Father, as we read: “When
He cometh into the world, He saith: Lo,
I come to do Thy will, O God.” (Ps. 40:
6-8, Heb. 10: 5-7). This we can put down
as the whole matter,” given in one brief
but comprehensive view of it.

1. TO DO HIS FATHER’S WILL.

Parallel with this, however, we read as
to His people: *“Present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service, that we
may prove what is that

GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE AND PER-
FECT WILL OF GOD.” (Rom. 12:1, 2.)

The Father’s will, then, was the supreme
motive of His Son's mission here. For
this He came, became incarnate, lived,
worked, suffered, died, and returned to
glory, to do His Father’s will. How fully
He did it, His own lips have told us, in
speaking to His Father, as He leaves: “I
have glorified Thee finished the
work, which Thou gavest Me to do.” {(Jno.
17: 4.) May we thus learn of Him!

But this holy subject is much too pre-
cious to dismiss, as it were, with a pass-
ing word, and so we learn fiirther as to
our Lord’s mission, that it was

II. TO TRUST IN GOD FIRST, MIDST,
AND LAST,

Of this the prophetic language of Scrip-
ture as to our Lord Jesus was:

(1) “Preserve Me, O God, for in Thee
do )I put My trust.” (Ps. 16: 1, 22; 10,
11.

(2) “I was cast upon Thee from the
womb, Thou didst make Me hope when 1
was upon My Mother’s breasts.”

Children clinging in the simple confif-
ence of faith to those who love and care
for them is a beautiful sight in the eyes
of many a one who utterly scouts such a

principle of action for himself, when he
becomes a man, in his relations to his God.
But with our adorable Lord, it was the
never-varying principle that governed
His spotless life, first, midst, and last,
“He lived by the Father,” or, in other
words. put His undivided trust in Him.

Of His people, feeble and faltering, as
may be their measure of attainment, it is
written: “They trusted, and Thou didst
deliver them.” “They looked untc Him
and were lightened, and their faces were
not ashamed.” (Ps. 22: 4, 34:5.)

III. TO PLEASE GOD IN AILL
THINGS.

As to this phase of it, He said: “I do
always those things that please My Fa-
ther.” (Jno. 8: 29.) How perfectly was
this true! At the age of but twelve, when
chided by His mother, who found Him in
the temple, hearing and asking auestions
as to the Scriptures, He said: “Wist ye
not that I must be about My I[Father’s
business.” (Luke 2: 49.}

As to ourselves, too, we read: “Ye
have received of us how yve ought to
walk, and to please God, so ye would
abound more and more.” (I. Thess. 4:
1.) May this be our great ambition!

IV. TO SUFFER BY THE WILL
OF GOD.

After all His gracious words and mighty
works, in coming to His own He suffered
only rejection at their hands, and vet at
that time He answered and said: *“Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy
sight.” (Mati. 11: 26.) “He spent His
strength in vain and labored for naught,”
as far as Israel was concerned, but, bow-
ing to His Father's will, He could say:
“Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall
1 be glorious, in the eyes of the Lord.”
{Isaiah 49: 4, 5.)

Of His people, too, it is written: “Let
them that suffer according to the will of
God, commit the keeping of their souls to
Him as unto a Faithful Creator. (I. Pet.
4:19.) They said: “The will of the Lord
be done.” ' (Acts 21: 14.) May our souls
find its rich blessing!

V. TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE
TRUTH.

Qur Lord Jesus alone could be entitled
in any absolute way: *“ The Faithful and
true Witness,” and we see it in every
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S
avenue of His fruitful life. He bare wit-
ness to men “ that their deeds were evil.”
He also “bare witness unto the truth,”
(Jno. 3: 19; 18: 37.) But best of all, He
declared the Father, and the Father's
name, {Jno. 1: 18; 17: 26.)

Such, in our poor measure, is our high
and holy calling, too, as we read: Ye also
shall bear witness because ye have been
with Me from the beginning, (Jno. 15:27).
The apostles thus openly declared this to
be their mission upon earth, saying to
those who would forbid them: ‘ We are
His witnesses of these things and so is
also the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 5: 82).

VI. TOGIVE US GOD’'S REVELATION.

Among the varied things of which our
Lord Jesus spake to His Father as part
of His completed mission here, this was
an important one, as He speaks more than
once, viz.,, “I have given them Thy word;
1 have given them the words which hast
given Me,” (Jno. 17:14, 8). Much more
He would fain have told them, but they
could not hear it then, but He promised
He would “ send the Holy Spirit to guide
them into all truth.” This He has ful-
filled, and the Book of God is now com-
pleted by the Holy Spirit of Truth. Hence
it is given to us, neither to add to mor
diminish from His holy records, but we
are exhorted: “‘As every man hath receiv-
ed the gift even so let him minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God,” (I Pet. 4: 10).
May we thus follow in His steps.

VII. TO LAY DOWN HIS LIFE.

Of this supreme act of devotedness and
obedience to His Father, He has told us:
“I have power to lay down my life and
I have power to take it again. This com-
mandment have I received of my Father,”
(Jno. 10: 18).

_ Inasmuch as life belongs to God, who
is both its source and object, none have
power over their own or others’ lives, hence
our adorable Example both lived His holy
life and suffered His sacrificial death at
the command of His Father. But neither
18 this also confined to Himself in every
phase of it, for we read: ** Whosoever shall
lose his life for My sake and the Gospel's,
the same shall save it,” (Mark 9: 35).
Hence the apostle marks the extent of our

responsibility to be: “ We ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren,” (1 Jno.
3: 16.) This limit we have not yet
reached.

B.C.G.

CHRIST THE HEART OF THE SACRED
VOLUME.*

Christ is the heart of the Sacred Vol-
ume. His Person in Divine and human
natures: His glories—personal and official ;
His ministry and sacrifice are dimly fore-
shadowed in the Old Testament. The re-
velation of Christ in the New Testament
is the substance in minute detail of the
three hundred descriptive texts scattered
as gold dust in the pages of the earlier
oracles of God. Both Testaments have
one special end in view, and that is the
Revelation of God's Beloved Son.

The stars twinkle in the Old Testament.
The sun shines brilliantly in the New
Testament. What a simple yet withal
weighty and convincing proof of the divine
integrity of the sixty-six books of the
Bible, in the interesting fact that a period
of four hundred years lie between the
Testaments—between the shadow and
the substance. Who but God could have
brought forward after the lapse of four
hundred years One who in all respects ful-
filled to the very letter these Old Testa-
men{ predictions? The Bible is Divine,
and is the Word of God, and a multitude
of overwhelming facts prove it to be so0.

Christ is the Head and Centre of Crea-
tion, Col. i.

Christ is the Centre of the universe of
bliss, Eph. i.

Christ is the Centre of Divine affection,
John i., 18.

Christ is the Centre of the saved human
heart, Eph. iii., 17.

Christ is the Centre of the Secriptures,
Luke xxiv., 44.

Christ is the Life (Phil. i.}, the Example
(ii.), the Object (iii.), and the Strength
of Believers (iv.).

Christ.

Foreshadows and Predictions, head
(seat of power} of Satan crushed, Gen. iii.
15; fulfilment, Luke x. 18, Rev. xx. 10.

Heel of Christ Bruised, Gen. iii. 15;
fulfilment, Luke xxii, 53.
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Christ as Jehovah’s Servant, Isa. xlii
1-4; fulfilment, Matt. xii. 17-21.

Christ as Jehovah's King, Ps. ii.; fulfil-
ment, John i. 49.

Christ as Prophet, Deut. xviii., 18; fulfil-
ment, Acts iii. 22,

Christ as Priest, Aaronic,
fulfilment, Heb. ix., x.

Christ as Priest, Melchizedek. Gen. xiv.;
fulfilment, Heb. vii.

Christ as Son of Man, Ps. viii.; fulfil-
ment, Heb. ii. 6-9.

Christ as Jehovah, Ps. cii. 25-27; fulfil-
ment, Heb. i. 10-12.

Christ as God, Ps. xlv. 6, 7; fulfilment,
Heb. i. 8, 9.

Christ the One Seed of Universal Bless-
ing. Gen. xxii. 18; fulfilment, Gal, iii. 16.

His Virgin Birth, Isa. vii. 14; fulfilment,
Matt. i. 23.

His Place of Birth, Bethlehem, Micah
v, 2; fulfilment, Matt. ii. 6.

His Name, “Immanuel,” Isa. vii. 14; ful-
filment, Matt. i. 23.

His Call out of Egypt, Hosea xi. 1; ful-
filment, Meatt. ii. 15.

His Life Mission, Isa. 1xi. 1-3 ; fulfilment,
Luke iv. 16-19.

His Galilean Work, Isa. ix. 1, 2; fulfil-
ment, Matt. iv. 14-16.

His Glory, Isa. vi.; fulfilment, John xii.

Lev. xvi.;

41.
His Throne, Davidic, Isa. ix. 6, 7; fulfil-
ment, Luke i. 32.

His Zeal, Ps. Ixix. 9; fulfilment, John
ii. 17.

His Triumphal Journey into Jerusalem,
Zech. ix. 9; fulfilment, Matt. xxi. 4-11.

He Bore our Infirmities and Sicknesses
in Life, lsa. lii. 4; fulfilment, Matt. viii.
17. .

He Bore our Sins and Transgression
on the Cross, Isa. liii. 5, 6; fulfilment, 1
Peter ii. 24.

He was the Appointed Sacrifice, Ps. xl.
6-8; fulfilment, Heb. x. 5-10.

He was the Lamb of Divine Appoint-
ment, Gen. xxii. 8; fulfilment, John i. 29.

He was Led to Slaughter, Isa liii. 7; ful-
filment, Acts viii. 32.

He was Numbered with Transgressors,
Isa. liii. 12; fulfilment, Mark xv, 27, 28.

He was Causelessly Hated, Ps. xxxv. 19;
fulfilment, John xv. 26.

He was Betrayed, Ps. xli. 9; fulfilment,
Matt. xxvi. 48.

He was Sold for the price of a Slave,
Zech, xi. 12, 13: fulfilment, Matt. xxvi,
14, 15.

He was Forsaken of God, Pa. xxii. 1;:
fulfilment, Matt. xxvii. 46.

He was Lifted up on the Cross, Num.
xxi. 8, 9; fulfilment, John iii. 14,

He was Smitten, Isa. 1. 6; fulfilmendt,
Matt. xxvi. 68.

He was Spat upon the Face, Isa. 1. G;
fulfitment, Matt. xxvi. 67.

His Dignified Silence, Isa. liii. 7; fulfil-
ment, Matt. xxvii. 12-14.

His Thirst, Ps. Ixix. 21; fulfilment, Matt.
xix. 28.

Insulls and Tauntings, Ps. xxii. 8; ful-
filment, Mall. xxvii. 39.

Not a Bone Broken, Exod. xii. 46; ful-
filment, John xix. 36.

Looked upon the Pierced One, Zech. xii.
10 ; fulfilment, John xix. 37.

Garments Gambled for, Ps. xxii. 18; ful-
filment, John xix, 23, 24.

His Burial, Isa. liii. 9; fulfilment, John
xix. 38-42.

His Resurrection, Ps. xvi. 9-11; fulfil-
ment, Acts, ii. 24-32.

His Ascension, Ps. Ixviii. 18; fulfilment,
Eph. iv. §-10.

His Heavenly Session, Ps. ex. 1; fulfil-
ment, Matt. xxii, 44.

His Coming in Power and Glory, the
Psalms and Prophets; fulfilment, Rev. i.
7, Jude 14, 16.

His Coming to Judge, the Psalms and
Prophets, Acts xvii. 31, Rev. xix. 11.

A WISH.

When life is bright—
And days fly by on swift and joyful wing,
Bringing to thee thy very heart's desire—
May thy deep love go out to Him who sends
The sunghine and the happiness, and say:—
“Surely it is the shining of His face.”

When life is dark—
And trouble gathers like a thunder cloud
Above Lhy head, shadowing thy sunny way—
Then may'st thou have given to thee strength 0

raise
Thy heart above, and say in trustful faith:—
*“My Father sends it, and His will is best.”

R.E ST
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THE TEMPEST'S LORD*
By L. W. G. Alexander

#Jesus spake, saying, Be of goad cheer; it is I;
be not afraid” (Matt. 14:27).

The day is done, adown the watery west

The setting sun sinks swiftly to its rest;

The flying clouds like flying phantoms go,

And gleam fantastic in the afterglow.

Such sunsets sure presage a coming storm,
And tell of toil to mariners forlorn.
Who to the deep in shade and shine must

g0,
And the fell force of tide and tempest
know.

Such had befell the toiling, trembling few,

Who, at the bidding of the Lord, with-
drew

From scenes so great to greater wonders

see,
And learn of God on rolling Galilee.

Fierce bursts the storm, whose shrieking
-voices wake

A deafening answer o'er the roaring lake,

And fills their hearts with fear; what hu-
man hand

Can guide their labouring barque to yon-
der strand?

In vain! they toil in vain through that
dread night

Til morning dawns, then breaks upon
their sight

The te;_npest's Lord in triumph treading
ree

His unmarked path o’er raging Galilee.

“'Tis I, be mot afraid!" His presence
stilled

The terrors great their trembling hearts
that filled;

Their voyage is o'er, their battered barque
they beach

In harbour calm where storms no more
can reach.

The lesson.learn, ye toiling saints that
cross

The surging sea of life mid gain and loss;

The morning breaks, behold the Lord at
hand!

The surges cease, thy barque is nearing
land!

THE HOMELESS STRANGER*

By Frances Bevan.
Based on Ruth 1: 14-17,

A homeless Stranger amongst us came
To this land of death and mourning;
He walked in a pathway of sorrow and

shame,
Through insult, and hate, and scoring.

A Man of sorrow, and toil, and tears,
An outcast Man and a lonely;
And He look’d on me, and thro’ endless
years
Him must I love, Him only,

And I clave to Him as He turn’d His face

From the land that was mine no
longer—

The land I had lov'd in the ancient days,

Ere I knew the love that was stronger.

And I would abide where He abode,
And follow His steps for ever,

His people my people, His God my God,
To the land beyond the river.

LESSONS FROM ABRAHAM’S HISTORY
IN EGYPT
Gen, 12:9-20

It is a lesson of departure and conse-
quent failure which occupies us in this
section of Abram’s history. It will be well
for us if we learn for ourselves from this
inspired record where the man of faith
should not journey, rather than learn the
lesson through actual experience.

It would seem evident ithat Abram's
first mistake was in leaving the place of
the altar and tent, both of which stood in
blessed relation to Bethel “the house of
God,” on one hand and Hai, ‘“heap of
ruins,” the truth of the Cross and its
judgment, on the other. He goes beyond
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the place where the Lord would have him
abide, and it is then that the famine comes.
How noticeable that in this extremity
Abram does not turn to the Lord for
direction and deliverance, but continues
his southerly course going down to Egypt.
Here we have a train of events too often
repeated in the Christian’s experience.
Every step of our path we need to watch
with jealous care for the glory of our
blessed Lord. How often what seems a
comparatively slight step may lead us
beyond the place in which He would have
us remain and find His blessing. Let us
beware of anything that would lead us
away from where the Lord has revealed
Himself to us and we have been made
worshippers in separation to Him., It
must be His voice, and His alone, which
says “go on,” if we are to be blessed.
Otherwise spiritual famine will arise, and
unless this works deliverance for us frem
the path upon which we have started we
will surely gravitate to Egypt—the world
and its things. The moment we find lean-
ness coming into our souls, let us turn at
once to our ever-loving and gracious Lord
and He will restore., If we do not, but
instead reach Egypt, * to sojourn there,”
it will be only to find the famine is
“grievous” in our spiritual land. The
further we wander the worse we will find
it becomes. This then is what the spirit
of independence leads into, and its con-
sequences are still further developed for
us in this section.

With Egypt in view (verse 11), Abram
now decides to refuse to own Sarai his
wife, He falls into the sin of deception
and false testimony. There is no thought
of God or faith in him, his fleshly fear is
master of him, It is remarkable, too, that
this plan of action is a thing brought with
him from the land of his nativity from
which God had called him out infto separa-
tion to Himself (Chap. 20:13). We know
of what Sarai speaks as interpreted by
the Apostle. It is that precious covenant
of grace into the blessing of which the
man of faith is brought, and the testi-
mony of his relation to it is what he must
maintain before all. The spiritual lesson
here is not hard to read. With the world
before our eyes and our path leading us
into it, we become ashamed of our true

relationship to grace. We hide it, and
fall into deception and false testimony.
The fear of man and not of God occupies
us, and the flesh acts in us, that hateful
thing which comes from the land of our
nativity, from which in grace God has
called us to Himself. Thus it is confidence
in the fiesh which marks Abram’s action
here. It all results from that initial de-
parture of which we have spoken.

But now a still more sorrowful result
ensues. Abram loses Sarai. The king
of Egypt takes possession of her for his
own purposes. It is ever so. To enter the
world and sojourn there, instead of abiding
in the land of our spiritual hblessings,
means the loss on our part of the joy and
blessing of all that grace brings fo us.
Moreover, there is not only our loss,
serious as that is, but also the dishonor to
God in that through our failure and false
testimony grace itself is taken up by the
unholy hands of the world to use for its
own ends. And so it is because Christians
to whom grace belongs have gone into the
world, that men of the world have taken
up the grace of God and turned it into
lasciviousness (Jude 4). Solemn it is to
think that their acquaintance with grace
will result in judgment, even as the Lord
plagued Pharaoh because of Sarai. It
should have led to the knowledge of that
blessed God to whom Sarai and Abram
belonged, and then Pharaoch and Egypt
would have been richly blessed. Did
Abram’s false position and testimony con-
tribute to the opposite result? O may we,
dear fellow Christian, be waichful that we
do not fall into such a place where our un-
faithfulness and departure from God re-
sults in leading men into what only brings
judgment upon them instead of the bless-
ing of God. To realize that this is a
possible result of our waywardness should
indeed impel us to commence to retrace
our steps if we have wandered, and on
the other hand should awaken a very
1Wat,chful spirit as to all our manner of
ife.

With the manifestation of the true re-
lationship between Abram and Sarai,
Pharach sends Abram and all his away.
This is the commencement of deliverance
for him. It may well suggest to us that
only when we acknowledge our true rela-
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tionship, when the blessing of grace again
is possessed in our sguls, and what it is
to us really comes out before all, that we
find the world which treated us well while
we sailed under false colors no longer
wants us in its company and makes us to
know it. This starts us on the path of
recovery.

May our gracious God grant unio us the
learning of these lessons for ourselves from
His Word that we may thus be forewarned
and forearmed.

John Bloore.

ATONEMENT.

“ Christianity differs from heathenism
in its clear perception of the antagonism
which sin has introduced between God and
man.”—(Chambers’ Encyclopedia.)

Yet the universal prevalence of Sacrifice
in all heathen religions is a witness to the
universality of belief in the necessity of
Atonement in some form or other. Sacri-
fice may indeed be regarded independently
of sin, as a tribute due to God’s sovereignty
and a love answering to His love.

A twofold idea of Sacrifice is embodied
in the Mosaic system, namely, that Sacri-
fice is needed to expiate guilt, and to bring
EbOdUt the restoration of communion with

od.

Thus Judaism comes in as a link or step-
ping stone between heathenism in its need
and Christianity in its full answer to that
end. It reveals a personal God, with whom
the Jew stands in personal relationship
within the terms of a Covenant, but whose
written law exhibits requirements, which
he is not able to fulfill, and which males
him conscious of an everwidening breach
between himself and his Maker. Thus
“ by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin.”
(Rom. 3: 21), and a corresponding desire
for Atonement: a desire which it can
never satisfy. And yet the sacrifical sys-
tem of the Jews, being of Divine appoint-
ment, pointed to the hope of its fulfill-
menf, “Heathenism is the seeking religion,
J_udaism the hoping religion, and Chris-
tianity is the religion of fruition.” (Luth-
hardt).

Judaism exhibits a system of atonement
by vicarious sacrifice. Christianity sets
forth: “The Lamb of God Wheo taketh

away the sin of the world.” (Jno. 1: 29).
This is the price of our redemption (1 Pet.
1: 18, 19). The conditions of salvation on
our part, repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ,

We look in vain, however, for anything
like a systematic treatment of the doctrine
of atonement in the Holy Scriptures. And
yet it is everywhere taken for granted in
the New Testament. The nearest approach
to such is found in the underlying argu-
ment of the Epistle to the Hebrews.

“(od bless you.” This brief prayer, if
honestly, earnestly, devoutly uttered, will
bring good results, both for its subjects
and those who cultivate the state out of
which it rightly comes. An old man re-
cently died, who invoked this benediction
fervently on many, and ere he died, many,
in turn, did the same to him. Like the fruit
trees of the Lord’s garden, every “seed
is after its own kind,” also produces its
own kind. As one phase of Christian
character is that of being priests to God,
let us “look with compassion on the ignor-
ant, and on them that are out of the way,”
and bear them on our hearts before God,
then will we often pray “God bless you,”
even if our lips may not audibly utfer the
words. We are God's intercessors in the
world, and a praying man counts more
with Him than armed legions of warriors,

and horses and chariots innumerable.
B. C. G.

DO YOU BELIEVE IN GOD?

If God be God, whatever He shall plan
for us is positively and surely the best, and
could our eyes at this moment see by the
light of eternity, instead of time, we should
always choose for ourselves what God has
chosen for us. “Jesus said unto him, what
I do thou knowest not how, but thou shalt
know hereafter.”—John xiii:7.

The present circumstance, which presses
80 hard against you (if surrendered to
Christ), is the best shaped tool in the
Father’s hand to prepare you for eternity.
Trust Him then. Do not push away the
instrument, lest you lose also its work.
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THE BROWN TOWEL*

“ One who has nothing can give noth-
ing,” said the sexton’s wife, as the sewing
ladies packed a large box for a Western
misstonary.

“ A person who has nothing to give
must be poor indeed,” said Mrs. L., as she
put a pair of blankets in the well-filled box.

Mrs. Sayer’s glance seemed to say, “You,
who have never known self-denial, cannot
feel for me,” and remarked, “ You surely
think one can be too poor to give?”

“1 once thought so, but have learned
from experience that no better investment
can be made, even from the depths of pov-
erty, than lending to the Lord.”

Seeing the rest listening Mrs. L. con-
tinued: “ Perhaps as our work is finished,
1 can do no better than to give you my
experience on the subject. It may be the
means of showing you that God will re-
ward the cheerful giver.

“ During the first twenty-eight years of
my life I was surrounded with wealth; and
not until I had been married nine years did
I know a want which money could satisfy.
Reverses came with fearful suddenness,
and I found myself the wife of a poor man,
with five little children dependent upon our
exertions,

“1 lost all thought of anything but the
care of my family. ILate hours and hard
work were my portion, and it seemed at
first a bitter lot. My husband strove anx-
iously to gain a subsistence, and barely
succeeded. We moved several times, hop-
ing to do better, but without improvement.

“Everything seemed against us. Our
well-stocked wardrobe became so exhausted
that I absented myself from meetings for
want of suitable apparel. While in this
low condition I went to & church one
evening, where my poverty-stricken ap-
pearance would escape notice, and took
my seat near the door.

" ‘“ An agent from the West preached, and
sought contributions to the Home Mis-
sionary cause, His appeal brought tears
to my eyes, and painfully reminded me of
my past days of prosperity, when I could
give abundantly. It never entered my
mind that the appeal concerned me, who
could only venture out under the friendly
protection of darkness. I left the church

more submissive to my lot, with a prayer
that those whose consciences had been
addressed might respond.

“1 tried in vain to sleep that night. The
text, ‘Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give
unto your bosom,” continually sounded in
my ears. The elogquent entreaty of the
speaker to all, however poor, to give a mite
to the Lord, and receive the promised bless-
ing, seemed addressed to me. I arose
early next morning and looked over all my
worldly goods in search of something
worth bestowing, but in vain. The promis-
ed blessing seemed beyond my reach.

“Hearing that the ladies of the church
had filled a box for the missionary’s fam-
ily, I made one more effort to spare some-
thing. All was poor and threadbare. What
should T do? At last I thought of my
towels. I had six, of coarse brown linen,
but little worn. They seemed a scanty sup-
ply for a family of seven; and yet I took
one, hastened to the house where the box
was kept and quietly slipped it in.

“I returned home with a light heart,
feeling that my Saviour’'s eye had seen my
sacrifice, and would bless my effort to do
right.

“From that day success attended my
husband’s efforts in business. In a few
months our means increased, so that we
were able to attend church and send our
children to Sunday-school, and before ten
years had passed our former prosperity
had returned fourfold. ‘Good measure,
pressed down and shaken together, and
running over, had been given us.

“It may seem superstitious to you, dear
friends, but we date all our success in life
to God’s blessing, following that humble
gift of deep poverty.

“Wonder not that from that day I
deern few too poor to give, and that I am a
firm believer in God’s promise that He will
repay with interest, even in this life, all
we lend to Him."”

“Well,” exclaimed one, “if we all had
such a self-denying spirit, we might fill
another box at once. I'll never again think
that I am too poor to give.”

This Paper I1s from the Home Frieod, en (llustrated
Family Paper, 60¢. year, In U.S.A. T0c €47 Yange 5L,
Toronto, Canada. Send for Catalogue.
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| Tender Brass

“HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN FASTURES OF TENDER GRAS3."

For thr Lambe
of Qhriat's Flack

March, 118

THE SWEET OLD STORY.*

[Faint not, but tell it again and again,

Keep on repeating the same sweet strain;
Little one's hearts are so trustful, you know,
Tho' often weary, yet cease not to sow.

] learned the story from my mother's lips,
She told it me,

T'rom out the depths of her believing heart
So reverently,

That, tho’ a little chlid, I quickly caught

The fervent spirit of her inmost thought,

And Bethlehem's holy Babe was more to me

Than any other babe could ever be.

I knew that He was like no other child,
I wished so much
That I might just have held Him in my arms,
And felt His touch.
"I'was more than just a passing childish thought,
And yet I'm sure I knew not as I ought,
The grace that brought my Saviour from ‘the sky
TFor love of me, to suffer, bleed and die.

And in my womanhood, the same sweet thought
Still clung to me;

I envied her, the mother of that Babe,
So dear to me.

How safely she could ever bow the knee

To Him, nor ever fear idolatry;

To love, to serve, to worship that Blest One,

Her child, how strange, yet God's Eternal Son.

What rest, just simple trust in Jesus' Name
Is sure to bring;

Such peace, that e’en in sorrow's keenest depths,
The soul can ging.

I thank Thee, Lord, for her, who often told

The story of Thy precious love of old,

Which led my childish heart to trust in Thee,

I'll give Thee all the praise eternally.

The years passed on, God called my mother home,
"Twas hard to part,

Butf what she taught me never lost its hold
It held my heart.

One thought was ever over all the rest,

That I would strive to de my very best

To follow her, whom Ged had cailed away,

And thus I chose a toilsome, rugged way.

I tried for years, God knows I tried,
The bitter cost

Wasg tears, discouragement and broken YOWE,

i And labor lost,
Until I learned my utter sinfulness,

¥ deep, deep need, yea, worse than helplessness,

Until I knew that Jesus Christ alone
Could ever for my guilt and sin atone.

And now I know the way I tread ig gure
To bring me there,

And theo’ it lead me by sad Calvary's hill,
The end is fair;
And I, with undimmed eyes, may fearless gaze
With faith into my loving Father's face.
My hand in Hig, the while I freely talk,
To Him of Jesus, on my homeward walk.

And, as a little child, still trust His love,

Nor question why;
He leadeth me by this or that rough way,

Nor fret nor cry.
I know that He can never lead astray,
I know that Jesus is the only way
From sin and death, from this poor world to

heaven,
Through Jesus Christ alone I am forgiven.
—H, MeD.

THE LORD OUR REFUGE AND
STRENGTH.

Many parts of our Bible present God in
this lovely character of a ‘“Powerful Pro-
tector.” As Moses closed his five books,
he gave a song, which begins thus: “I
will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe
yve greatness unto our God. He is the
Rock, His work is perfect,” ete. (Deut. 32:
3.4). What a good thing that one person,
who is Great is also “greatly to be prais-
ed,” for He is Good as well as Great.

David, the Shepherd King, thus speaks
of Him: “The Lord is my Rock, and my
Fortress, and my Deliverer. The God of
my Rock, in Him will 1 frust. He is my
Shield, and the Horn of my Salvation, my
High Tower, and my Refuge, my Saviour.
Thou savest me from violence” (2 Samuel
22: 2.3). The King, who had been so per-
secuted and chased about, pours out his
heart in praise, and recounts God’'s glori-
ous fame in nine beautiful characters, end-
ing with that sweetest of all words, “My
Saviour,” and in proof of it he adds: “Thou
savest me from violence.”

Then, after describing God’s triumphant
march, he records: “He sent from above,
He took me, He drew me out of many
waters. He delivered me from my strong
enemy, and from them that hated tne, for
they were too strong for me. The Lord
was my stay. He brought me forth also
into a large place. He delivered me because
He delighted in me.” Seven things he
says the Lord had done for him.
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Next, he challenges all adversaries in
saying: “As for God, His way is perfect,
the word of the Lord is tried, He is a
buckler to all them that trust in Him. For
who is God save the Lord? And who is
a Rock, save our God? God is my strength
and tower, and He maketh my way per-
fect,” ete. 31-33). How good to know God
in such a fashion as this, so that we can
sing: “In the Lord put I my trust, how
say ye lo my soul, Flee as a bird to your
mountain” (Ps. 11: 1).

This warms the heart up to holy pur-
poses and praises. “I will love Thee, O
Lord, my Strength, the Lord is my Rock,
and my Fortress, and my Deliverer, my
God, my Strength, in whom I will trust,
my Buckler, and the Horn of my Salva-
tion and my High Tower” (Ps. 18: 1.2).
Here God is described under nine charac-
ters, similar to 2 Sam, 22. This leads the
soul to pray to Him thus: “Be Thou my
strong Rock, for an House of Defence to
save me,” and the ground of his appeal is:
“For Thou art my Rock, and my Fortress,
therefore for Thy Name’s sake lead me
and guide me” (Ps. 31: 3). Then his as-
surance rises higher. ‘“Thou shalt hide
them in the secret of Thy presence from
the pride of man. Thou shalt keep them
secretly in a pavilion from the strife of
tongues. Blessed be the Lord, for He hath
showed me His marvellous kindness in a
strong city,” (Ps. 31:20.21). God’s pre-
sence is the home of His people’s hearts.

“Thou art my hiding place, Thou shalt
preserve me from trouble; Thou shalt coin-
pass me abouf with songs of deliverance.
Selah” (Ps. 32: 7). Blessed Refuge is this.
So he further sings:

“God is our Refuge and Strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will we
not fear, though the earth be removed.”
The Lord of Hosts is with us. The God
of Jacob is our Refuge. Selah” (Ps. 46:
1, 2,17, 11).

But He is more than a Refuge, as we
read: ‘“Behold God is mine Helper, the
Lord is with them that uphold my soul”
(Ps. 54: 4).

And in still other characters is He seen:
“Hear my cry, O God, lead me to the
Rock that is higher than I. For Thou

hast been a shelter for me, and a strong
Tower from the enemy” (Ps. 61:1-3).
Then in the “only Psalm,” we read fur-
ther:

“Truly my soul waiteth upon God, from
Him cometh my salvation. He only is my
Rock and my Salvation, He is my Defence;
I shall not be greatly moved. My soul
wait thou only upon God for my expecta-
tion is from Him. He only is my Rock and
my Salvation. He is my Defence; I shall
not be moved.” In God is my salvation
and my glory; the Rock of my strength
and my refuge is in God. God is a Re-
fuge for us” (Ps. 62:2-8),

How worthy He is to be trusted at all
times we learn also: “By His strength
He setteth fast the mountains, being gird-
ed with power, which stillest the noise of
the seas, the noise of the waves, and the
tumult of the people.”—DPs. 65:6-7.

And next we read: Through the great-
ness of Thy power shall Thine enemies
submit themselves unto Thee. He ruleth
By His power forever.” (Ps. 66:3-7.)

And again we read: ‘“He doth send out
His voice, and that a mighty voice. As-
cribe ye strength unto God. His excellency
is over Israel and His strength is in the
clouds. He giveth strength and power
unto His people.” (Ps. 68:33-35).

“I am poor and needy: Make haste unto
me, O God; Thou art my Help and my De-
liverer” (Ps. 70: 5).

“Be Thou my strong habitation, where-
unto I may continually resort. Thou hast
given commandment to save me; for Thou
art my Rock and my Fortress. Thou art
my Hope, O Lord God; Thou are my Trust
from my youth. Thou art my strong Re-
fuge. O God, who is like unto Thee? (Ps.
71:3-19.)

Then a variety of characters He is pre-
sented in:

“My flesh and my heart faileth, but God
is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever” (Ps. 73: 26).

“God is my King of old, working salva-
tion in the midst of the earth” (Ps. T4:
12). )

“(God is the Judge, He putteth down one
and setteth yp another” (Ps. 75: 7).

“None of the men of might have found
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their hands. Thou, even Thou, art to be
feared” (Ps. 76: 5.7).

“I will remember the years of the right
hand of the Most High. Thou hast de-
clared Thy strength among the people”
(Ps. 77: 10.14).

“Showing to the generation to come the
praises of the Lerd and His strength” (Ps.
74:4). “They remembered that God was
their Rock and the high God their Re-
deemer” (35 v.).

“Sing aloud unto God, our
(Ps. 81: 1),

With all this oft-repeated yet wvaried
‘testimony as to what God is to sustain
His people’s hearts, how strangely foolish
as well as wicked it is to cherish “the evil
heart of unbelief “that departeth from.the
living God”! May we prove in our daily
lives the worth of these blessed declara-
tions of the inspired Word, and thus have
made good to our souls the word: “The
name of the Lord is a strong Tower, the
righteous may run intc it and be safe.”

B.C.G.

strength”

PREDICTED OFFICES OF THE
MESSIAN.

1—A Prophet (Deut. 18: 18.19; Acts 3:
22,7:37).

2—A Teacher (Isa. 61 :1; Ps. 78 :2 Isa.
54: 13). Fulfilment (Mark 1: 14; Luke 8:
1; Mark 6: 6). Parables (Luke 6; Matt.
7; Luke 7, ete.).

3—A Priest (Ps. 110: 4; Zee. 6; Heb. 4;
3:1;2:17). :

4—An Offering (Is. 53; Dan. 9: 24).

5—A Saviour (Is. 69: 20).

6—A Mediator (Ps. 110: 1).
25;1—-An Intercessor (Is. 53: 12; Heb. 7:
B—A Shepherd (Is. 45: 11).

9—A King (Ps. 132: 11).

“An institution is the lengthened sha-
dow of one man.” This is illustrated in
the history of Church, State and society.
Jno. Wesley, Calvin, ete.

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN.*

According to the Word of God, a Chris-
tian is one who, as a sinner in the presence
of God, has bowed to the truth of his lost
condition by nature and by practice (Eph.
2:3-12, Luke 5:8), and is saved by grace,
in believing the Gospel.

1. His sins are forever blotted out through the
blood of Christ (Heb. 9:14; Rom. 3:24.)

2. Never more to be remembered (Heb, 10:17,
18).

3. He is )reconciled to God (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor.
5:18).

4. Justified from all things (Acts 13.39).

5. Cleared from cvery charge (Rom. 8:33, 34).

6. Is now made meet for glory (Col. 1:12).

7. Having met God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:19).

8. He is at peace with God, and happy in His
presence (Rom. 5:9,11).

9. No longer looked upon as in the flesh, but in

the Spirit (Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 5:17).

10. He is sealed with the Hely Ghost (Eph.
1:13; 2 Cor. 5:5).

11. A member of Christ's body (1 Cor. 12:13).

12. A child of God (Gal. 3:26; 1 John 3:1).

13. An heir of God and joint heir with Christ
Gal. 4:7; Rom. 8:16-17).

14, Having died with Christ, he is alse risen
with Him (Eph. 2:6).

15. Is now in possession of eternal life (John
10:28, 29).

1¢ Beyond the reach of every hostile power
(Col. 3:3).

17. I3 a priest separated unto God to serve mow
as a worshipper in the heavenly sanctu-
ary, which the Lord hath pitched and not
man (Rev. 1:6; Heb, 10:19; 8:2).

18. Delivered from the world (Gal. 1:4).

iY. To be separated practically from it (Jeohn
17:16, 17; Rom. 12:2).

20. Is a citizen of, and belonging to heaven
{Phil, 3.20). .

21. Has & bright future—eternal glory with
God's Son (John 17:24).

22. The present object of his heart—Christ in
glory (Phil. 3.14).

23. The purpose of his present

. {Phil. 1:21).

24. His present hope—waiting for Him (1 Thess.
1:10; 1 Cor. 1:7).

95. Sgon to see Him (1 John 3:2), and to be like
Him (Phil. 3:21).

Is it not then a wonderful thing to be a
Christian? And is it not a poor thing to
be anything else, even in this world? But
“What manner of person ought we to be
in all holy conversation and godliness?”

(1 John 2:6; 4:17).

life—Chrisk
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SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY.
(I1I. John, 2.)

1t will be readily conceded, I am sure,
that the desire for spiritual prosperity
should take precedence with every believ-
er. I would like fo draw your attention to
John'’s third epistle, believing as I do, that
it is a needed word for these Laodicean
days.

One thing, however, is certain, we are
not free to think of soul prosperity unless
we are settled as to soul security, so that
perhaps a word on that all-important sub-
ject will not be superfluous. In his first
epistle John unfolds to us Christianity in
its essence, and the “beginning,” in Chap-
ter 1: 1, is undoubtedly the beginning of
Christianity, in the Person of the Word,
In this chapter, God is fully revealed, and
the believers walk in the light of this reve-
lation. Chapter II, gives us the family cir-
cle and the common knowledge of all in
that circle is the forgiveness of sins (I
John 2: 12). The word “know"” ocecurs
nearly 30 times in the Epistle, and it is
conscious knowledge : something one knows
in the secret of one's soul with God, and
not objectively. In Chapter 4, the love of
God is known and believed, and the know-
ledge of that love casts out fear (verse
18). In Chapter 5 we know that we are
of God (19 verse). There are no uncer-
tainties in Christianity, everything is sure,
everything stable, and God would have
His people in the enjoyment of all that is
theirs in the Lord Jesus Christ, so that
able as we are to take up these Scriptures
as true of us, the question of security can
scarcely be raised. It is evident that Gaius
was enjoying spiritual prosperity, and we
find plainly indicated to us in the Epistle
what it was traceable to. His soul pros-
perity caused the beloved Apostle no anx-
iety; he prayed that in the same mesasure
he might be prospered in a temporal way.
How many of us would like to be prayed for
after this fashion? Might it not be said
that if we prospered in our souls, as we do
in circumstances, our lives, as Christians,
would be far brighter with His praise?
Gaius walked in the truth, there was no

effeminacy about his Christianity, no pan-
dering to popular fads, no compromise; if
Jesus Christ come in flesh were not
confessed, he gave no quarter. There was
no neutral ground, it was truth or error,
for or against. Gaius was no spiritual
weakling, or backboneless, easy going,
keep-in-with-everyone individual, for as in
Nehemiah’s day, he held the sword while
using the trowel (Neh, 4: 17). When our
souls are firmly gripped by the truth, and
we walk in it, there can be no lowering of
the standard. But “love” is the Divine
regulator, and unless this is aclive, we are
apt to become cold and critical, and instead
of speaking the “truth in love,” use the
truth to repel. Not so with Gaius. Stran-
gers and brethren bore witness of his love
(verse 5), he was evidently a succorer of
many, and to find one who had gone forth
to preach the word, in dependence on the
Lord alone, gave him special joy. To such
his heart and home were open, for were
they not servants of the Lord he
loved ? It seems to have been his
custom to have seen such properly
equipped for their journey, and doubt-
less by his exhortation and commend-
ation to the Lord many a weary servant
was refreshed and refitted for his path of
service (verses 6, 7, 8).

No wonder his soul prospered! How
could it be otherwise, for truth held in
love was the atmosphere in which he lived,
and unselfishly he evidently thought not
of self but of others. What a contrast to
cold, carping Diotrephes, who loved—him-
self! (verse 9), and in his hypocritical,
overbearing, Pharisaical spirit refused
even the ministry of the Apostle. No sign
of soul prosperity was in evidence; such a
spirit can only produce spiritual death! In
this connection the writer sounds a note
of warning: “Beloved, follow not that
which is evil, but that which is good.” May
God give us to take heed to the exhorta-
tion. J. W. H. Nichols.
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| Teunder Grass

“HE MAHETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN PASTURES OF TENDER GRASS.*

“¥Far the Lambe
of Chriet's Riork

April, 1916

A HYMN OF TRUST

‘o God, our home and dwelling place
- In every generation,

-1']1 guiding hand each day we trace,

- W1r.h grateful adoration.

*Through shade and sun, through calm and strife,

"Thou still hast heen our strength of life,
- .Our light, and our salvation,
i
Our days are but an hand-breadth, Lord,
A space of toil and fasting;
Thou livest alway, by Thy word
Eternity forecasting.
The progress of a thousand years
J..To thee but yesterday appears;
‘' Thy ways are everlasting.
L|j(e Lhe frail petals of a flower
That storms ere long must sever;
L:ke shadows waning hour by hour,
To earth returning never;
‘Like dreams remembered not by day,
Sn, Lord, we change and pass away,
7. Thou art the same forever. -

And in Thy Son, once given for all,
-We have life’s seal and token;
" The heavens shall pass, and stars shall fall,
Thy covenant unbroken
Shall link us with its changeless bond,
Jl‘o the immortal years beyond;
- For so Thy word hath spoken.

rl-'lelp us to walk with Thee, O God,

2. Through all this brief probat.lon,

5 ]n ways of trial yet untrod

. Grant, Lord, Thy consolation;

nd when we reach the final strife,
_Oh then be Thou our strength of life,
1 Our light, and our salvation!

SEVEN POINTS IN DISCIPLINE.

(1 ) “Necessity.” Professors, etc. Matt.

q_d 3:25; 2 Peter 2; Jude, ete.

“Object.” The glory of God and
the honor of His name, 1 Cor. 5:6-7. “Re-

_Unjudged. sin

& - (3.) The occasion, 1 Cor. b, walk; 2
10-11, doctrine. Achan fell but
'." srael was responsible, Josh. 7:1-11; Sin of
§Gibeah, Judges 20 and 21, the tribe of
nJa.mm was held responmble because
.__ey refused to give up the offenders. The
geverse is seen in thé case of Bichri at
Eibel. 2 Sam. 20:14-22.

(4.) The character of discipline varies
with the nature of the case. Discipline
may be divided into three classes—preven-
tive, corrective, preservative. “Preven-
tive” begins with reception into fellow-
ship. Rom. 15:7. “Corrective.” 2 Thess.
3:6-15; 1 Tim. 5:20; Gal. 6:1, John 13; 1
Cor. 5. *“Preservative.” Holiness.

(5.) “The spirit” in which it should be
done; 1 Cor. 5:2; 2 Cor. 2:4; Gal. 6:1;
Josh. 7; on lace.

(6. “Recovery.” 2 Cor, T:4; Ps. 51;
Peter; Lev. 14; 2 Cor, 2:6-8.

(7.) “Authority.” Matt. 18:18-20. This
scripture was given to “all.” Jno. 20:23
t(l) the Apostles; Matt. 16:19 to Peter
alone.

DIVINE QUICKENING.*
I

It is in our Lord’s conversation with
Nicodemus, as narrated in John iii., that
the need of the new birth is so strongly
insisted on. The Saviour's words on this
momentous subject are exceeding plain,
and leave no room for doubt or argument.
The need, moreover, is universal. If any
individual under the sun would sce and
enter into the kingdoem of God, he must
be born again. The “must” is most em-
phatic. The devout Pharisee, orthodox
in what he holds, and the rigid Ritualist,
scrupulous in what he observes, must alike
be born again, or remain ever.blind to the
kingdom of God, and outside its hallowed
pale. From the application of the Lord's
words no child of Adam is exempt.

The doctrine of the new birth receives a
very suited and significant introduction at
the close of the preceding chapter, and to
overlook this is to miss much. When Jesus
was at Jerusalem many believed on Him,
we are told, when they saw the miracles
which He did; but Jesus did not commit
Himself unto them. Why not? The an-
swer is, that He knew. what was in man.
Their faith, if indeed it could be called by
that name, rested on outward evidence. 1t
influenced their judgment, but did not stir
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their conscience. It was therefore worth-
less, in that it left them exactly where it
found them. Conversion is not to be re-
garded as a mere intellectual change, even
when it is a change in one’s thoughts about
Christ. An atheist might examine the
historical evidence in favor of Christian-
ity, and be convinced by it, and be but lit-
tle the better. So the men of Jerusalem
saw the miracles which Jesus did, and were
persuaded that His mission was heavenly
in its origin. But Jesus did not trust them.
He knew, if others did not, what was in
man. Every spring of his moral being
was under the eye of Christ. He discerned
what was there. and needed no one to tel!
Him that the very men who accredited
Him to-day might crucify Him to-marrow.
Man, unregenerate, was not fo be trusted,
and the Saviour knew it well.

The personal presence of the Son of God
upon earth manifested what was in man.
The Old Testament Scriptures told. in
many a sorrowful story, that the whole
head was sick, and the whole heart faint;
but not until that blessed One was here
had man fully displayed himself. Then he
did. No heart, no room for Christ, had he.
Nor was that all, as His crown of thorns
and cross can witness. It is to the tragic
scenes of Calvary we must turn, to the
cruel wrongs connected with them, if we
would learn what was in man. Who is
there that can contemplate those scenes as
the display of what man is, and wonder
at the words, “Ye must be born again?”

It is by the power of the Spirit of God,
in conjunction with the Word, that men
are thus new-born. ‘“Born of water and
of the Spirit,” are the Lord’s own words.
Some have sought to make out the water
here to be actual water, in order {o support
the deadly ‘theory of baptismal regenera-
tion. But is not water spoken of sym-
bolically all through the Gospel of John,
save in such passages as admit of no dis-
pute? It is impossible to deny that it is
so in chapter iv. 14 and vii. 38. And in
chapter xiii., where the Lord enjoins His
disciples to wash one another’s feet as He
had washed theirs, no one can suppose that
feet-washing with actual water is intend-
ed. Why then should it not be symbolic
in chapter iii, 57 Moreover, the Word is
elsewhere expressly mentioned in relation

to the new birth. “Being born again, not

-of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,

by the word of God, which liveth and abid- 2
eth for ever" (1 Peter 1: 23). "Of His?
own will begat He us with the word of -
truth” (James 1: 18). These passages’
shed light on that with which we are now :
dealing, and show the sense in which the
Lord spezks of water. It is the water of ™
the Word (Ephesians 5: 26). :

And if “the word of truth” is the instru- :
ment which the Holy Spirit employs, bring-
ing that word home in quickening power
to the individual, it is evident that this -
is not apart from faith; for how shall the -
Word profit if it be not thus received? If :
souls are born again without faith, then
are they born again without the Word; .
for the Word is that which produces faith ;
simultaneously with the communication of
divine life, But the faith and the life are ;
hoth of the Spirit of God.

If is of importance to see, that what is -
begotten in the soul is of the nature of }
the One who begets. That which is born -
of the Spirit is spirit, even as that which i
is born of the flesh is flesh. The li‘e thus
communicated is of the order of Him who
communicates it. Its nature is holy, and in
the things of the Spirit it delights. Hence
in 1 John iii. 9, where the one born of God
is looked at in relation to the new nature, !
it is said, “Whoever has been begotten of -
God does not practise sin. because His seed :
abides in him, and he cannot sin, because -
he has been begotten of God.” Between
that which is born of the flesh and that .
which is born of the Spirit there is noth- -
ing common. The mind of the flesh is .
ever enmity against God. Between it and
the new nature there is perpetual antagon-
ism, even as Paul says in his allusion to ;
Ishmael and Isaac, “But as then he that ;
was born affer the flesh persecuted- him :
that was born after the Spirit, even so it
is now.” (Galatians iv. 29.} i

I

The truth of the new birth did not neces- :
sarily assume men to be dead, though in
point of fact they were so. The genera- |
tions that lay in the loins of Adam fallen
were all dead, in a moral sense, though the
reality of their condition only came fully .
out when Christ was here on earth. New
birth rather supposes men to be corrupt,
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“blind, their nature poisoned at its.very
source. But in John v. the Lord is pre-
sented as the quickening Son of God, and
men are viewed as dead. To the Son, as
man, the Father had given to have life in
Himself (v. 26). In the power of this life
the Son could and did quicken others in
the exercise of His sovereign will (v. 21.)
“The heur is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear. the voice of the Son of
God: and they that hear shall live.,” Thank
God, that hour is not yet at an end. - And
if any hear His word, and believe on God
who sent Him, then have they everlasting
life; they shall not come into judgment,
but have passed out of death into-life.

- L

In John iii. it is the power of the Holy
Spirit that is seen in sovereign exercise in
effecting the new birth. In John v. it is
the Sen who quickens, and in Ephesians ii.,
which T would now briefly consider, it is
God' the Father—speaking as we speak
when distinguishing the Persons of the
Godhead——who acts. ’

At the close of Ephesians 1. Christ is
seen in death, and the mighty power of
God is displayed in raising Him from the
dead, and setting Him at His own right
hand in the heavenly places. That same
power has been put forth in connection
with the objects of divine mercy who were
dead in trespasses and sins. “God, who
is rich in mercy, for His great love where-
with He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ (by grace ye are saved), and hath
raised us up together, 2nd made us sit to-
gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Such are the words chosen for the setting
forth of the great truth of our not only
being’ quickened, but quickened together
with Christ. Now, it will be evident to
every reader that here we are on a larger
platform in relation to quickening than
either in John iii. or John v. In the former
the individua! is simply born of the Spirit;
in the latter he is quickened by the Son,
and is passed out of death into life; but in
Ephesians ii. it is life in association with
Christ risen and glorified. Quickened,
raised up, and made to sit together in the
heavenlies in Him. This sets the believer
on heavenly ground and in heavenly asso-

—-—

ciations. “If anyone be in Christ, there is
a new creation: the old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become
new.” Neither new birth, nor the Son’s
quickening—if John v. be viewed alone,
and apart from the scriptures in which
the great doctrine of Christian life is far-
ther developed—places us there. Life, in
present association with Christ in resur-
rection and ascension glory, could only be
declared after Christ was glorified and the
Holy Spirit given. Nor in the very nature
of things could it be before.

V.

Connected with this subject, and essen-
tial to the understanding of the believer’s
presen{ position in life before God, is the
Immense truth that we have died with
Christ, though this is the teaching of
Romans, not of Ephesians. Here faith
must do jts work, faith that receives with-
out debate that which God has been pleas-
ed to say on such a subject. In the death
of Christ our links with the first Adam
have been dissolved. We have died with
Christ. It is ourselves, not our sins, that
we speak of now. And if we have sin still
in us, as is assuredly the case, yet we are
entitled to speak of it as “no more L”
(Romans vii. 20.) The I to whom sin
attached has died with Christ. “I am cru-
cified with Christ; nevertheless I live; vet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians
ii. 20.)

V.

But though we have sought to dis-
tinguish between new birth, quickening,
and quickening together with Christ, vet
we by no means wish to separate them, as
if 2 man might be born again to-day,
quickened to-morrow, and quickened to-
gether with Christ the day after., We
gpeak subject to correction when we say
that they are to be regarded rather as
different sides of the same great truth,
though the sides be not equal, and indeed
are not, as we have endeavored to show.

When we speak, however, of the appre-
hension of these things, the soul’s really
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getting hold of them, as deep and predious |

realities, by. the teaching and effectual
working of the Holy Ghost through the
Word, then we treat of quife another mat-
ter, and one that does mark undoubtedly
distinct stages of spiritual growth, ‘And
the importance of this cannot be over-
stated, inasmuch asg the Christian’s char-
acter is formed, and his whole life mould-
ed, by the objects before him, and by his
present living associations. If we narrow
down the doctrine of Christian life to life
comunicated to the soul, if we sever life
from the knowledge of the heavenly posi-
tion and relationships in which the believer
is set, we do ourselves a grave wrong, and
deprive life of much that makes it to be
life indeed. Hold fast by all possible means
to life on the side of possession, for that
is fundamental truth, and anything that
weakens it should be resolutely resisted;
but the Saviour came not only that we
might have life, but that we should have
it more abundantly. (John x. 10.) Now,
“life more abundantly” has reference, we
believe, to the known blessings of redemp-
tion, and to the heavenly position and

relationships into which Christianity intro--

duces the believer, as marked off from all
that was known In preceding ages. It ig
the knowledge and enjoyment of these
things that constitutes Christian life in the
sense in which we are now speaking of it,
and that makes it easily distinguishable
from anything that went before, either
under law or in patriarchal days.

If what has been advanced is lacking in
simplicity, an illustration at this juncture
might serve to make our meaning plain. A
child is born heir to vast estates and a
ducal coronet. It happens that in his
earliest years, and in an untimely hour, the
child ig stolen from his parents, and be-
comes the inmate of a gipsy’s tent, and
the sharer of the wandering life a gipsy

baskets, and the higher occupations that
engage him now! 'And yet when under
the canvas of the gipsy’s tent he was as
truly a duke’s son, and heir to a princely
inheritance as when recalled to his right-
ful home and place. But surely anyone
can see that the knowledge of his noble
birth, and his restoration to his father's
house, made life another thing to him.
Life, as that which constituted him a
living being upon earth, was truly his
when as a gipsy boy he ran with bare feet
across the village sward, or along the
dusty road; but when seated as a son at his
father’s table, life on the side of know-
ledge and enjoyment was altogether an-
other thing.

There is nothing on God’s side that Is
true of the one who has been longest “in
Christ,” that is not true of the one whom
God has but just set there. “All things
are yours” can be said of all who are in
Christ, quite irrespective of what they un-
derstand and enjoy. Yet the latter is of
infihite moment; for, as we have already
said, the Christian’s character is formed
and moulded by it, and by these things he
lives.

In conclusion, we have only to add that
the cross is the basis of all that into which
we are brought through grace. Indeed,
it cannot be too clearly seen, that every
exercise of divine power in blessing to
man, from the clothing of our first parents
in “coats of skin,” down to the ingather-
ing of the last that shall be blessed, has
its foundation in the cross of Christ. In
whatever way it may please God to bless
the objects of His grace according to
varying ages or dispensations, it is all
founded on the atoning work of the Lord "
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and do-
minion for ever and ever. Amen.

The late W. Barker.

leads. The child grows up in ignorance of ™ -

his parentage, and never dreams that
other surroundings than his present ones
_belong by right to him. By fhe hand of a
gracious Providence the youth is eventu-
ally discovered by his sorrowing parents,
and restored to the position suited to his
rank. What a contrast between a gipsy’s
tent or caravan and a ducal mansion! be-
tween the selling of brushes, brooms and
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“HE MAHETH ME TQO LIE DOWN IN PASTURES OF TENDER GEABS.”

Yol. XXIII., Ne. §

Hor thr Lambe
of @hrint’s Flock

May, 1916

“Speech is silver, but silence is golden.”
Phil. 4

Paul had to choose between Christ and
service here, and Christ and rest there.
(J. N. D))

“Rejoice in the Lord alway.”
it could not be in circumstances, for he
was 4 prisoner.

Christians are often a great deal happier
in the trial than they are in thinking about
it.

Paul could not so well have said: “Re-
joice in the Lord alway” if he had not
known what it was to be a prisoner.
(Ps. 34).

Grace is sufficient for the most favor-
able circumstances, but they are by far the
most trying (spiritua]]y) to the saint.

If circumstances come between
hearts and God we are powerless.

God is not troubled about circumstances.

If the soul is occupied with ev1] there
will be weakness.

When a person has left the path of
spiritual power everything takes the form
_of duties.

Circumstances need never hinder the
: power of spiritual Joy
" Paul had been in peril, want and in
: plenty (a far more dangerous thing) but
he had found a present Christ sufficient for
him.

our

A BEACON LIGHT

The Story of Amaziah, King of Judah.

.+ 1t is all given in 18 verses in 2 Kings,
% 14th chapter, and 28 verses in 2 Chron-
- fcles, 25th chapter. Only 46 verses of
IS God’s word, and a man’s whole history is
given in it, and besides, that man was a
-rkmg, and on the whole a rather good one.
7 And yet, there iz in his history one of
“‘those sad and significant “buts,” which
~the Scripture often uses, when it has told
éthe very best it could of one of its sub-

Jects

& I.—His Father

Y Amaziah’s father, Joash, had been slain
by his own servants in his bed, and so the
geyoung man came to the throne through a
18ad tragedy, which should have impressed

Certainly.

him much with the danger of turning aside
from God.
Il.—His Mother

His Mother's. name, not character, is
recorded for us—*“Jehoaddan, of Jerusa-
lem.” It is said to mean ""Jehovah, their
adornment, or pleasure.’ If her character
was at all like her name, it was certainly
a good one, and should have had a helpful
effect in forming the character of her son,
which we trust was true. How much we
owe, many of us, to a godly Christian mo-
ther’s prayers, influence and example!

III.—His Name

Amaziah, which means “strength of the
Lord,” indicates that his parents recog-
nized their true relation to the God of
Israel, and so the young man had, in his
vouth, some privileges, which, no doubt,
had their effect on his after life. But how
many, alas, like Ishmael, abuse their privi-
leges, until they lose them, and they learn,
by bitter experience, that all God's good
gifts bring their responsibilities also.

IV.—His Reign

It was “twenty-nine years in Jerusalem,”
and but for his untimely end, we know not
how much longer “it might have been.” He
died, not from old age, but in a conspiracy,
but back of this we read that “God had
determined to destroy him,” because he
had not only turned to false gods, but also
refused God’s reproof through His prophet.
He was thus “cut off, in the midst of his
days,” for his sin, when God would fain
have spared him, so let none think or say:
“Oh, people always die when their time
comes.” _

V.—His Doings

“He did that which was right in the

sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect
heart.” (2 Chron. 25:2). “Yet not like
David his father, he did according to all
tl&ings)as Joash, his father did.” (2 Kings
14 : 3.
His head-line being so much less perfect
than the one which God had set for him,
he got used to deoing things, perhaps as he
thought “good enough” or “nearly right,”
and so his character went down.
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" VI—His Failure

“Howbeit the high places were not
taken away; as yet the people did sacrifice
and burnt incense on the high places.” (2
Kings 14 : 5).

These high places were not, in them-
selves, evil places, nor were they devoted
to evil things. In their first inception, they
were simply a ready-to-hand way of wor-
shipping God, but when God chose a place
for His altar, a place to put His name in,
He commanded His people to go there, and
not to the high places. So in the long
run these became a source of weakness to
Israel, and fostered idolatry, as we read:
“Because Ephraim hath made many al-
tars to sin, altars shall be unto him to
sin.” (Hosea R : 11.)

VII.—His Regard for Scripture

“He slew his servants, who had slain
the King, his father.” So far, he carried
out God’s decree that “whoso sheddeth
man’s blood by man shall his blood be
shed.” (Gen. 9 : 6). “But the children of
the murderers he slew not,” according unto
that which is written . every man
shall be put to death for his own sin. He
slew of Edom in the valley of Salt ten thou-
sand, took Selah or the Rock by war, and
called its name Joktheel (subdued), unto
this day.” (2 Kings 14 : 6-7.) This last
record seems to indicate that pride had
got the better of him and so “went bhefore
destruction.’

YHI.—His Loss te Obey God

In view of the conquest of Edom he hired
100,000 men of Israel for 100 talents of
silver. But on a prophet saying to him
“the Lord is not with Israel” he sent them
back, lost his 100 talents of silver, a num-
ber of cities and also much spoil.

This seemed, as men count it, “hard
lines,” for the King to so promptly obey
the prophet, and yet be such a loser by
it, but so God often tests us as to whether
our obedience is genuine, and not biased
by whether as men say, “it pays” or not.

IX.—His Comfort From God

On his asking the man of God, “But
what shall we do for the 100 talents which
I have given to the army of Israel?” the
man of God answered: “The Lerd is abie
to give thee much more than this.”

“worse before Israel, and they fled,” Ama- 3

In what way this recompense was grant-
ed him, we are not {old, but we know that
“God is faithful,” and His word is true,
80 it may have been in his complete vic-
tory over Edom without Israel’s help just
after.

X.—His Threefold Folly

(1.) “He brought the gods of the chil-
dren of Seir, and set them up to be his
gods, and bowed down himself before them
and burned incense unto them.”

This insane folly kindled the Lord’s an-
ger against him, and he sent a prophet to
ask: “Why he sought after gods which
could not deliver their own people?” .

{2.) The king interrupted him by ask-
ing: “Art thou made of the king’s counsel ?
forbear, why shouldst thou be smitten?”
The prophet then sadly forbore, but with
the solemn warning: “I know that God
hath determined to destroy thee, because
thou hast done this, and hast not hearken-
ed unto my counsel.” _

(3.) “Then Amaziah took advice, etc.
(2 Chron. 25:17.)

We are not told of whom, but we are -
assured that he “asked not counsel at the .
mouth of the Lord,” and he had just re- :
fused to hear to the end the faithful mes- ~
sage of his servant, and =0 his counsellors :
were not of the right sort, but of those ?
who inflamed his heart with pride, so that -
he provoked a needless, and in the end,
fatal war, and those who seck war will
ever find what a bitter thing it is. o

XI.—His Foolish Challenge ’

&

“Then Amaziah sent messengers to Je- &
hoash, saying ‘Come, let us look one o
another in the face.’” (2 Kings 14 : 8.) In 5,
this, he was challenging him to battle, The
king of Israel reminded him that they had §
no quarrel and warned him to desist from 3§
it. But “Amaziah would not hear,” and §
the issue was: “Judah was put to the3

ziah was taken, 400 cubits of the wall of §
Jerusalem broken down, the temple spoiled §
and hostages taken. t

How swift the retribution of God fol-#
lowed upon so foolish and headstrong a3
course is here seen, and is one of God’s j
beacon lights on the pages of His word %
to warn us against like folly. 3
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XIL.—His Second Chance
“He lived after the death of Jehoash, 15

* years.” (2 Kings 14:17, 2 Chron. 25:25.)

No more is told us, but that as Hezekiah

he had 15 years added to his life, at least
after the death of the king, whom he had

proudly proveked a war with, and heen

 humiliated by. The significant silence of
~ God’s book as to any repentance should

impress us. Each historian tells us
where the “rest of his acts” are to be
found, but we look in vain among them for
any trace of the repentance, which gives
God glory, and restores the soul to Him.

XIII.—The Conspiracy

“Now after the time that Amaziah did
turn away from following the Lord, they
made a conspiracy against him in Jernsa-
lem.” (2 Chron. 25 : 27.)

Evil as the conspiracy was in itself, and
swift as the judgment which befell the con-
gpirators, yet God ordained it in relation
to the erring king, who gave up faith for
folly and would not hear His gracious ap-
peal to reason with Him as to his course,
and thus come to a sound mind again,

XIV.—The End

The terror-stricken king flies to Lachish,
but there they slew him. His being
“brought on horses,” his royal burial (1)
“at Jerusalem (2) with his fathers (3) and
in the city of David” may indicate how
“in wrath God remembers mercy,” and that
while He must recompense iniquity, He

also is careful to remember good in any,

and such there was in poor, foolish Ama-
ziah, though found amidst a heap of folly.
The phases of it are varied:

1. An imperfect or divided heart. (2
Kings 14 : 3.)

2. Tolerance of high places. (2 Kings

3. Love of money. (2 Chron. 25 :8.)

4, Cruelty to captives, (2 Chron.
25 :12)

5. Whoring after false gods. (2 Chron.
25 :14))

6. Refusal of God's prophet (2 Chron,
25 :16)

7. Taking the advice of fools. (2 Chron.
25 :17.)

8. Would not hear sound speech. (2

- -Chron. 256:20.)

- reward.

God grant that neither writer nor reader
may act like him, and thus have their sun
set behind a cloud and come short of their
B. C. G.

SEVEN CHARACTERS OF THE
SPIRIT’S MINISTRY*

{2 Cor. 3)
1. Christ — “Ministered with  the
Spirit. (v. 2.)
2. Life—“The Spirit giveth life.” (v. 6.)
3. Righteousness — “Ministration of

rightecusness. (v. 9.)

4. Stability—*“That which remaineth.”
(v.11.)

5. Liberty—“There is liberty.” (v. 17).

6. Glory—"“Glorious,”  “exceed in
glory,” “the glory of the Lord.” (8, 9, 18.)

7. Transformation—“Changed into the
same image.” (v. 18).

The Holy Spirit is here in the interests
of Christ, here to make human hearts “the
epistle of Christ.” In doing this He occu-
pies the soul with Him, takes of His
things and shows them unto us.

“READY”*

—“Prepared unto every good work,”
by separation to God. (2 Tim. 2:21.)
2,—“Furnished unto all good works,” by
the Holy Scriptures. (2 Tim. 4:17.)
3.—“Ready unto every good work,” by
communion with God. (Titus 3:1.)

Such is the Seripture order of “readi-
ness” in the Christian life and we all prove
that it can be attained in no other way,
while at times the counterfeit may vass
for it. “Ready!” is from an old Saxon
word signifying prompt, prepared, willing,
but perhaps the best definition of it is
“prepared,” for often what is termed
readiness is only rashness, if we go unsent
or unfurnished.

“Move that chest of tea,” said a grocer
once to one of his men, able and accus-
tomed to heavy weights. “I will,” said a
young apprentice, and he soon put it in
its place, but it cost him a serious illness,
for he took hold of it rashly, and had not
been trained to lifting weights, so he harm-
ed himself in the way he did it.
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“My tongue is the pen of a ready writer”
is not merely one fluent of speech, or still
less one ready to talk for the love of it, but
one who is “full of matter” and must find
vent, as of a “bottle filled with new wine.”
{Job 33.)

It was when David’s heart was “inditing
a good matter,” “things touching the
King,” that his tongue was “as the pen
of a ready writer.” When the heart over-
flows *“‘the tongue of the stammerers shall
be ready to speak plainly.” To be “ready
always to give an answer to every man

that asketh us of the hope that is in us-

with meekness and fear,” means a filled
heart, and exercised conscience, and an
obedient will. B.C. G

WALK OF THE GENTILES*
(Eph. 4:17, 19)

VANITY. In the vanity of their mind.

DARKNESS. Having the understand-
ing darkened.

ALIENATION., Being alienated from
the life of God.

IGNORANCE. Through the ignorance
that is in them.

BLINDNESS. Because of the blindness
of their heart.

UNFEELING, Who being past feeling.

LASCIVIOUSNESS. Have given them-
selves over unto lasciviousness.

UNCLEANNESS. To work all unclean-
ness with greediness.

“ME AND THOU”
(Psalm 31)

There ia a vivid contrast in this chapter
between the words “Me and Thee.” The
first mention of them is “In Thee, O Lord,
do I put my trust” (v. 1.)

There we find both the bbject and the
exercise of faith. God, the Mighty Ged,
the Saviour God, the Redeemer is the
One who puts Himself before the human
heart as the sole object for its faith. Here
alone can it rest, for faith like the ivy that
clasps the trunk of the mighty oak must
cling to the Mighty One, for He is both our
salvation and the strength of our life.
(Ps. 27:1),

“Let me never be ashamed.”

Every man who is at all right minded
feels that he ought to be ashamed of him-
self at times. Yes, further, everyone that
knows the true meaning of repentance is
ashamed of himself. And yet the one of
whom this is true can pray with a good con-
science: “Let me never be ashamed.”

The reason for this is given in the Lord's
words: ‘“He that humbleth himself shall
be exalted,” and the Scripture saith:
“Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed.” (Rom. 10:11.) Let but our
judgment of sin be deep and thorough and
we may meet Satan’s accusations with the
words, as to our sina:

I know them all and thousands more,
Jehovah findeth none.

“Deliver me in Thy righteousness.”

Here the faithfulness of God is appealed
to, for He who has promised abideth
faithful. - He cannot deny Himself, “He
is not 2 man that He should lie nor the
Son of Man that He should repent.” Hath
He said and shall He not do it, and hath
He spoken and shall not malke it good?
(Num. 23.)

FRENCH PROVERBS

Virtue is the only true nobility.

Leisure hours are worth the treasures
of the world.

Diffidence is the mother of safety.

Fortune sells many favors which she
seems to bestow.

Young life is often spent to make old
age mlserab]e

Let ignorance talk, learning has its
value.

Love and smoke cannot be concealed.

Youth indulges in hope, old age in re-
mermbrance.

Money is a good servant, but a dangemus
master.

Soft words hurt not the mouth.

Despair doubles our powers.
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“HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN PABTURES OF TENDER GRABS.”

!
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GOD’S REBELLIOUS CHILDREN

Is it always a sign of wrong in the
parents if children are ungrateful, impu-
dent, disobedient and rebellious ? Some say
it is. Jehovah’s own complaint as to His
favoured people, Israel, should settle that
for us, while fully allowing that “bad chil-
dren” may be allowed of God to scourge
the parents for their wrongs, and the sor-
rowful fact of any being such, should ever
be a loud appeal to the parents’ hearts.
But, on the other hand, for the comfort of
any who are thus suffering, according to
God’s will, consider Isa. 1:2: “Hear, O hea-
vens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord
hath spoken: I have nourished and brought
up children. and they have rebelled
against me.” “The ox knoweth his own-
er, and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel
doth not know, my people doth not con-
sider.”

Had these children, then, not been
treated in a proper fashion; were they not
tenderly cared for, their wants met, and
their feelings fully considered? The Di-
vine Complainant sets all this beyond
question, by saying: “I have nourished and
brought up children.” What, then, was
the result of so tender and gracious and
loving Father’s care? Did these children
appreciate the toil and labor, the care and
consideration spent upon them by this
best of parents? The same Infallible
Witness answers: *“They have rebelled
against me.” This result, plainly, could
not be the proper fruit of the nourishing
and cherishing which these children had.

Let us, then, hear in what it consisted,
this nourishing and bringing up. “When
Israel was a child, then I loved him, and
called my son out of Egypt. .I taught
Ephraim also to go, taking them by the
arms. I drew them with the cords of a
man, with bands of love: and I was to
them as they take off the yoke on their
Jaws and I laid meat unto them.” (Hosea
11:1-4).

Was not this fatherly care, then, tender
enough? Note its pity, and gentleness! He
8ays (and none can dispute the statement,
as may alas, be so with us, poor and imper-
fect representatives of this Father) : “I lov-

ed them.” All the ways of that love occupy
the sacred Volume, but one way He ex-
presses here which is important to note:
“I called my =on out of Egypt.” The first
thing put in exercise, as the fruit of His
love, is His voice, it is used to call His son
“out of Egypt.” He had borne witness of
this: “I have surely seen the affliction of
My people which are in Egypt, and have
heard their ery by reason of their task-
masters; for I know their sorrows.” (Ex.
2:7-8). Such, then, was the heart which
was behind this gracious voice that called!
Who can doubt the love and tenderness
that filled it? . He had called them out of
bondage, affliction and oppression, the iron
furnace, but next, He records: “Ye have
seen how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you to Myself.” But were the
words of this gracious Father all alike,
gentle and soothing to the ear? Assur-
edly they were not. To Moses, of whom
He, as it were, proudly says “my servant,”
His first words were: “Draw not nigh
hither, put off thy shoes from off thy feet.”
(Ex. 2:5). He taught him, thus, at the
very start of those ‘“ways,” which He
“made known unto Moses,” that He was
Father, and He asks later, “If, then, I be a
father, where is mine honour? (Mal. 1:6).

Thus at the threshold of his path Moses
has to learn that the basis of all bless-
ing for children is that they give the
Father His proper place, and that they
take their proper place before Him. When
God said: “Draw not nigh hither,” He was
impressing also the earliest lessons of all
other children, that the Father’s place is
not their place; that there is a proper rev-
erence attached to it and a respect due
from the children, beczuse they are the
less, and the “less is blessed of the better.”
It is no question, whatever, of mental,
physical, or even moral attainments as {o
this. Filial reverence and respect God at-
taches to the position, and hence His com-
mand : “Honour thy father and thy mother
that it may be well with thee.” Regard-
less of the different characteristics of fa-
ther and mother, one may be firm, the
other weak, or either may be over-indul-
gent or unduly severe. There may be
faults, great and many, attaching fo either,



94 HOME FRIEND

yvet God says to all children of all par-
ents: “Honour them,” and He promises
them blessing if they do so. Hence the son
that laughs even at his father's shame,
sad as its occasion may be, will inherit
Ham’s portion, “cursed,” and have his por-
tion in degradation, because he first de-
graded him whom God had set over him.

God’s next word to Moses: “Loose thy
shoes from off thy feet” meant that as he
was an inferior in the presence of his su-
perior, a child in the presence of his fa-
ther, he must act fittingly as to it, and
loose his shoes, the oriental mark of rev-
erence or worship.

With the utmost stretch of charity, can
it be said that children ordinarily take this
place to-day? No impartial mind would
venture to say so. The father who de-
nies himself many comforts and often
even the common necessities of life to give
his family an easier lot, and greater ad-
vantages than he, himself, has had, alas,
is often despised, and ill-treated and even
made to feel that there is no room for
him, from cellar to garret, in the home
which, perhaps, his own toil provided, and
this simply because the children whom he
nourished and brought up have “rebelled
against him.”

But to continue, God, while He taught
His servant, Moses, reverence, did not re-
pulse nor drive him away, but drew him
closer to Him, as we read: "Moreover, He
said, I am the God of thy father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacobh.” The first effect of even
this gracious announcement is that “Moses
hid his face,” which draws forth God’s
tender assurance: “I have surely seen the
affliction of My people, and am come down
to deliver them.” Thus will any true
earthly father who pities his children
soothe their needless fears, and teach them
that while respect and reverence are his
due, that he would be even more troubled
than they, if they were afraid of him, or
did not know that he loved them.

Later on, in God’s training of His ser-
vant, Moses. after assuring him of His
interest in His people, He closes with a
command. brief and decided, and allowed
no refusal of it, while He patiently met all
difficulties that this command raised in
the heart. Moses objects: (1) Who am 1,

that I should go unto Pharaoh, etc.? (Ex.
3:11), and God’s gracious answer was:
“Certainly I will be with thee, etc.," as good
as to say, I know the task that I set you,
and 1 will uphold you in earrying it out.

Moses second objection is: “What shall
I say unto them?’ and God answers by
saying: “I am that I am,” a message very
simple and foreible, carrying its own con-
viction with it.

Moses' third objection is: “But behold,
they will not believe me. nor hearken to
my voice, ete.” (4:1). God had just as-
sured him: “They shall hearken to thy
voice,” (3:18). and it was very close upon
impudence on Moses’ part to say that God's
presence and name would be alike fruitless
with His poor people. But God is patient
with him, giving him the sign of the rod
and the serpent, “that they may believe
that the Lord God of their fathers hath
appeared unfo thee.” (4:5.)

To this God adds the sign of the leprous
hand, and the water changed to blood, to
still further convince them. But Moses is
again perverse and pleads: “O Lord, I am
not eloguent, neither heretofore, nor since
Thou hast spoken to Thy servant: but I
am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”
“And the Lord said unto him, who hath
made man's mouth? Have not I, the
Lord? Now, therefore, go, and I will be
with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou
shalt say.” Thus patiently, but decidedly,
does the Lord insist upon obedience from
His child, and meet his foolish dbjections
one hy one, first by assuring him of His
presence and help; second, telling him what
to say, then giving signs of assurance,
and finally asking him if He does not un-
derstand His own affairs, and holding him
firmly to His first command: “Now, there-
fore, go.”

This command, however, was not merely
peremptory, but accompanied by the gra-
cious assurance: “I will be with thy mouth,
and teach thee what thou shalt say.” But
Moses is foolishly weak, and as with many
who think it is merely weakness that lies
in the way, he is wilfyl and stubborn, as
well. What more could a weak man need
than the power of an Almighty God, and
what excuse was there for ignorance, if
God promised to teach him? And yet he
pleads perversely: “O, my Lord, send, I
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go, he urges it is to see his brethren

"':-pray thee, by the hand of him whom Thou
: “whether they be yet alive.” Of this, God

2 wilt send.” This was a strange enough re-

quest, for was not Ged sending by his
hand, and he was begping off from obe-
dience by silly and ungrounded excuses.

The crisis is reached, and “the anger of
the Lord was kindled against Moses, and
He said: “Is not Aaron, the Levite, thy
brother? I know that he can speak well.”
He also tells him that Aaron was coming
to meet him, and would be glad to see
him. Further also that He would be with
both of their mouths and teach them what
they should do. First, God assures Moses
that He would be with him, then reveals
to him His name as I AM, gives him three
confirming signs, and now, twice repeated,
He promises to be with his mouth. But
God will not let him off, nor should par-
ents, who are set to represent this God,
while ever seeking fo carry it out in the
same patient grace, for as here with Mo-
ses, excuses and objections are often the
sign of an insubject will, rather than of
weakness and timidity, which requires as-
surance and tender dealing.

At this point the Lord no longer par-
leys with His rebellious child, but as-
sumes that Moses will, after all this con-
sideration of his feelings, now behave him-
self, and do as God bade him do. Hence
God says: “Thou shalt take this rod in
thine hand. wherewith thou shalt do
signs.” It would have served no good end
to Moses, to have left him to his own
choice, which would have been ruinous to
him, as to us all. God was the Father. He
had undertaken the business in hand, and
He had the resources at His command to
carry all through to completion, and it re-
mained but for Moses, as all others, to
drop into their appointed place, to take the
divinely chosen path for them, and foot it
bravely, or else in rebellion, to be set aside
from the high and haly privilege of serv-
ing such a master, or be dealt with in
righteous judgment, as was the haughty
and rebellious Pharaoh. “Rebellion is as
the sin of witcheraft, and stubbornness is
as iniquity and idolatry,” was God’s faith-
ful testimony to Saul, who refused Him
obedience, and thus lost his kingdom.

At length we read: “And Moses went,”
but in asking his father-in-law's leave to

had already fully assured him, in His first
commission, to go to Egypt to deliver them
and also in the word “Aaron cometh forth
to meet thee.” Moses may have thought
it politic to keep his own counsel, and
say nothing to Jethro, as to his call from
God, for fear of interference with his
plans. But was it the wisest course to
pursue, when the sequel shows that Jethro
took the greatest interest in his affairs, and
“rejoiced for all the goodness which the
Lord had done to Israel?’ (Ex, 18:9).

The Lord’s next word to Moses, after
Jethro has dismissed him in peace, seems
to refer to Moses’ needless fears, for he
says: “Go, return into Egypt, for all the
men are dead which sought thy life.” (Ex.
4:19). Dead men he need not fear, and to
faith as to the Almighty God whom it
trusts, all obstacles to obedience are but
as “dead men.”

“And Moses toolk his wife and two sons
and took the rod of God in his hand.” Thus
he sets out with both his earthly all, and
his heavenly heritage and power as well.
Trudging beside the laden ass, 2 lone, de-
fenceless man, an exile from his enslaved
brethren, to whom he was now return-
ing, how poor and forlorn was his seeming
condition! But as a modern child of faith
has said: “All was bright as the promises
of God,” and these, Scripture assures us,
are exceedingly great and precious. Those
he loved. the solace of his heart in his
long exile from his own kin, are beside
him, and better still even, “the rod of
God is in his hand.” Let all the hosts of
the enemy come on, “Before, behind,
around, and set their fierce array.” . “By
this, he could break through them all, and
gloriously win the day.” But God does
not let Moses go on his way with any il-
lusive hopes, He nips all such in the bud, as
by a biting frost, and poor Moses has
enough to melt him down, if God was not
his dwelling place, at the very outset.
First, God claims from him unqualified
obedience, “When thou goest to return into
Egypt, see that thou do all these wonders,
which I have put in thine hand.” (4:21).
The rod of God was there, and in it were
all the wonders, which Moses later wrought
in the field of Zoan. He has hut to hold
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it firmly, to value and use it faithfully,
and victory was ensured unto him. *“But,”
says God further, “I will harden Phar-
aoh’s heart that he shall not let the
people go.” Moses must not count on a
path of roses, or easy success, for another
Pharaoh was on the throne, if Moses’
Pharaoh was dead, and God both knew
well, and foretold his character, as rebel-
lious and obstinate, whom He also would
harden to his own destruction. But this
was neither to rule out obedience or testi-
mony in the present, nor success in the
end. “Thou shalt say unto Pharadh:
Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even
my first-born.” That is, he was to tell
Pharaoh what was in question, and fairly
state the case as to God’s property now in
his possession; then to add: “And 1 say
unto thee, Let my son po, that he may
serve me,” a reasonable and just demand,
surely. Then Moses was to state further:
“And if thou refuse to let him go, behold
I will slay thy son, even thy first-born.”
Thus Pharaoch was to learn, as indeed all
men have, that God is entitled to His own,
and all who refuse to yield it must smart
for it. But with Divine intent surely it
ia that we next read of one of the strang-
est scenes which Seripture records, and
which has offen been the butt of the ene-
my’s ridicule, that of the Lord’s contro-
versy with Moses at the inn, “And it came
to pass, by the way in the inn, that the
Lord met him, and sought to kill him.”
No explanation is given of this strange
event, but the sorrowful sequel shows what
was in question. When the Lord thus met
him on the way to Egypt, in obedience to
His command, how different is His bear-
ing from the previous interview at the
burning bush. There He says: “I am the
God of thy father. I have surely
seen the affliction of my people, ete.”” Here,
“He met them, and sought to kill him,”
then when Zipporah circumcises her son,
we read : “So He let him go.” The clue to the
maze is plainly found herein, and it is
“multum in parve” (much in little) and
full of the saddest interest to the reflective
mind. The gross and blind critics of God’s
holy Book may ridicule the thought of an
Almighty God seeking to kill a poor, de-
fenceless exile, spending a night at an inn,
as he returns to his kinsfolk, but only “the

wise shall understand” and it is “the know-
ledge of the holy that is understanding.”
But what, then, means it?

Looking back a little in the narrative we
find in verse 20 that “Moses took his wife
and his sons” and set out for Egypt. with
“the rod of God in his hand.” All looks
fair enough on the surface, and as though
Moses® will is at last subject to Ged, but
is it indeed so? What had moved this
holy man, “meek above all men,” as Serip-
ture later records (Num. 12:3), to put him-
self so stoutly against the God “whose
were all his ways?’ God's calling him to
a halt, a dead stand, where a choice be-
tween obedience and death must be made
by him has its meaning for us all. Moses’
marriage relations to Zipporah seem not
to be altogether happy. He has yielded to
her in the matter of cireumcision and only
now, when God asserts His rights over His
child, and shows He could not use one in a
rebellious course, to bear His message to a
greater rebel, Pharaoh, does she yield the
point. God’'s order was to be maintained
by Moses, as head of his house, whether
she saw any use in the matter or no, and
when Moses takes this ground and obeys
the Lord as to it, he goes on his way
in peace. Thus God gained the day, and
the obedient soul gained also by the sense
of his father's approval. May we find it
s0 likewise. B.C. G.

HE GIVETH MORE GRACE

“More grace” with every morning
To sing of all His love,

“More grace” to see His goodness,
All doubtings to remove.

With every bittegytrial,

Which fierce our foes assail,
“More grace” to us He giveth,
Lest we should faint or fail.

“More grace” beneith the noonday,
The burning, scorching sun,

His grace will yet sustain us
Until the day is done.

The task is long and heavy,

And toilsome is the race

Yet for each faltering foutstep
He gnveth us “more graca.”

“My grace is sufficient for thee.”
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“NE MAKETII ME TO LIE DOWN IN PASTURES OF TENDER GRASS.”

Val. XXIII.,, Na. 7

CHASTENING*
Heb. 12:6-11

I once heard a brother liken the effect of
chastening upon the Lord’s people to that
of rain upon three of His creatures. Ima-
gine a lovely spring day, with a lright
sun shining, and everything seeming so
f}-esh and joyous as to make one’s senses
tingle. Suddenly the sky is overcast and
down comes a deluge of rain. Yonder
hen, which a few minutes ago was enjoying
herself Lo the full now slinks away with
bedraggled feathers, head tucked away in
her breast, and locking the embodiment of
dejection. Close at hand is a duck waddl-
ing about and hunting slugs just as in-
different to the rain as if there were no
rain at all; in fact the very svnonym for
indifference is the phrase: “Like water off
a duck’s_back.” But behold, cut comes the
sun again, and with it a dear little robin
with uplifted head warbling away its note
of praise, having sheltered in the hedge till
the downpour was past.

Now, dear fellow-Christian, which of the
thr_ee are we going to be like, or rather
which of the threa does our Father wish
us to be like, for most of us have had our
time of chastening. I have met several
Christians in the last few months, and
heard of more who have got so depressed
and dejected by the chastening of the mo-
ment, as in some cases to have even
thought that the Lord had forsaken them.
Man’s word is powerless to help, but to
any such I commend you to God and the
word of His grace. Listen, dear child of
Ged: “Whom the Lord loveth He chasten-
eth.”” Dwell on it. “Loveth, loveth, lov-
eth!” Again, “[ will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee.” And can you have forgotten

_that when Israel had to mareh forty years

through the wilderness on “account of
their sins,” God marched through with
them. (Psa. 68:7). Courage then, beloved,
and lift up your heads. .

_But what about the duck class—the in-
different class? I was visiting the other

Far thr Lamhe
of Qhelst's Floch

July, 1916

day a sister in the Lord, who is now in
very poor health, with a large family, and
who, on account of the genera! financial
depression, has heen reduced from having
1 comfortable balance to their credit to
less than nothing. I listened to the tale
of trouble, with sympathy, but I was sad-
dened to hear the sister close her remarks
by saying: “Well, T've got so used to
troubles, coming thick and fast, that T've
egot accustomed to evervthing, and do not
trouble now as I once did.” Sad, beloved,
when chastening has this effect, for one
of our verses says: “To them who are
exercised thereby.” Our God wants us to
be exercised that the “peaceable fruits of
righteousness’” may be the result. Let us
get on our knees, in His holy preseice and
ask what He would say {o us, or, in the
language of Psalm 139 say: “Search me, O
God and know my heart, try me and know
my thoughts, and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.”

Remember again, that it is because He
loves that He chastens, and His only end

‘for us is to do us good. Let us rather

emulate the robin, and, when the storm
falls, go in solitude, but with holy bold-
ness, into the blessed precincts of the sanc-
tuary, and there, with our hearts dis-
covered in the brightaess of His presence,
learn to know His mind concerning us a
little better, and prove that in His heart
there is not, nor possibly could be any-
thing but love, fathomless love toward us.
The bride in the Song of Solomon could
say: “I am my beloved's, and His desire is
toward me.” (Ch. 7:10).

Surely, then, if we go through our trials,
our chastenings, with Him, we shall
emerge with voices tuned to praise Him,
icmd to tell to others the riches of His
ove.

“'Tis His great delight to bless us.
Oh, how He loves.”

A B E.
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TWENTY-FIVE—SIX—SEVEN*

“And yet some one of them must be
right. Twenty-five—six—seven, twenty-
seven spires pointing heavenward. What
shall I do?” So spake a young man, look-
ing out over a large city.

After yvears of doubt, darkness and des-
pair, the mighty word of deliverance had
been spoken; that cry from Calvary, “It
is finished,” had reached that struggling
soul, and in one instant the sophistries of
Rome, its penances, mass, absolutions, pur-
gatory — all were swept away and the
harassed soul exulted in its new-found joy.

Then the perplexing question arose:
"“What church shall T join?” As a Catho-
lie, he had known but Catholic and Protes-
tant, two churches, and with the faith im-
bued from infancy, had believed the Catho-
lic Church the true, the only, the church
the Lord built upon Peter—the only church
in which salvation was to be found, and
now he had left it. Friends, the old asso-
ciations, and hardest of all, his mother,
was it possible that they were all wrong,
and he alone right? Was not this the
pride of heart the priest so often warned
against? He could almost wish the doubts
had never come in. This was almost as
hard as the struggle for conscience rest.
His soul had slipped its moorings, and was
vainly groping for light, and now what did
he find? Protestantism, which he had
known from afar, divided into parties and
sects ; which one should he join? His soul
was hungering for rest. His hopes and
longings were all unsatisfied. He was
drifting in the darkness like a rudderless
ship upon the tide.

One day during the weary quest, he met
an old servant of the Lord, going up and
down the land, to whom he poured out
his soul thirst, with the ever-present, un-
answered cry: “What church shall T join ?”

“What church shall you join? Have you
not learned that the moment you were con-
verted the Lord Himself made you a mem-
ber of His church, that ehurch which He
promised ‘the gates of hell should never
prevail against'? The true church. not
the Church of Rome, but His church for
which He died, and of which every saved
soul throughout the world is a member,
gmd that by the new birth—not by join-
ing.”

“But I don’t understand. I see a num-
ber of churches about me. I counted twen-
ty-seven the other day, representing per-
haps a dozen different sects. Which one
of them is right? If they are all right,
why are they divided from one another?”

“My son, get back to the beginning.
When the Lord saved the three thousand
at Pentecost, what church did they join?
Do you not see they could join nothing?
There was nothing to join. They them-
selves were the church. Thus we read,
‘The Lord added unto them, daily, such as
were being saved.’ This was His church:
a body of living, saved souls, ever growing
—not a sect or a denomination, but all
one in Himself.”

“But was there not a meeting—a public
expression of this church—a coming to-
gether 7"

“Yes, there was a coming together, and
He Himself had promised to be in their
midst to lead and guide them. You will
find them meeting throughout the Acts.”

“But how did they meet? What were
they called? Who was their minister?”

“They certainly came together at least
weekly, to remember their Lord in the
breaking of bread, as He commanded. The
only name we know by which they were
called, was the name ‘Christian.’ There
was no minister in the sense you are using
the term. The Lord had given them gifts,
and He, by His Spirit, used these different
gifts to edify the whale, The church thus
having come together in one place subject
to His Spirit and Word, was a beautiful
witness to the world about them for their
absent Lord. When division arose, and
men drew disciples after themselves, this
public unity was destroyed, the outgrowth
of which are the numberless sects by
which we are surrounded, of which Rome
itself is one.”

“But these, as you said, were the early

days. There can be no such meetings
now-!'
“Why not? The Lord is ever faithful.

His Word is ever sure, ‘Where two or
three are gathered together in My name
there am I in the midst.” Is not this just
as certain as ‘He that believeth hath ever-
lasting life’? Praise His name there are
little companies of His saved ones here
and there throughout the land who come
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thus together in dependence on Himself—
guided by His Word, led by His Spirit,
seeking amid much failure to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

“Do you know of any such meeting in
this place 7"’ eagerly asked the young man.

The next Sunday found our young con-
vert in a strange place—a large upper
room, with nothing to attract the eve, no
lofty organ, no pulpit, a small company
seated around a table on which was a loaf
and a cup of wine. A deep solemnity was
over all. Each had his Bible and hymn-
book. A hymn was given out, another led
the meeting in praver. One rose and gave
thanks for the bread and wine which was
passed from one to another. No one took
the place of leader, and yet there was no
clash——2 beautiful harmony and note of
worship pervading the whole meeting.

This was long ago. Twenty-five yeuls
have passed and still that little company
meet, grown in numbers, many of the
original ones passed on to meet their
Lord. QOur young friend found his place
among them, and O, the soul rest, the
peace of mind! No more groping in the
dark, no more weary searching for an an-
chorage for the soul.

Calvary’s Cross for salvation—

The place of His name for worship.
Till He come!
Even so, Lord Jesus come.
J. 8.

LESSONS FROM ABRAM’S HISTORY

Conflict and Victory
Genesis 14

The close of the thirteenth chapter
shows us the man of faith occupving his
place of power and blessing in communion
with God. It is from this place that we
see him going forth to be both the victor
and deliverer.

The fourteenth chapter opens with a
conflict which at first it would seem could
have no connection with Abram. The
onrush of contending armies does not and
cannot intrude upon the security, peace
and blessing of Hebron. The man of faith
1 in a place into which the din of this
battle does not enter, the peace of which
a conflict like this cannot disturb, This in
itself is a precious lesson, and if there was

nothing else to say, would be justification
enough for its introduction at this point.
How perfect the Word of God is in every
part! But this conflict has its valuable
lesson for us in connection with Lot and
the place he oceupies. His place was found
in the midst of the scene in which the con-
flict took place and with which it was
directly concerned. No peace, and rest,
and communion there, indeed it was far
otherwise. Sensual pleasure, the lust and
strife of sin, prevailed there to an abhor-
rent degree. There his righteous soul was
vexed with the filthy conversation of the
wicked (2 Pet. 2:7-8). Sad contrast to
the peaceful plain of Mamre.

Let us consider the character of the con-
flict and of the opposing forces. The first
confederacy is headed by the king of the
land of Shinar, the kingdom founded by
Nimrod where Babel was built, and later
mighty Babylon. The Shemite king of
Elam is evidently the active leader. The
power of world-religion is the obvious in-
terpretation of this federation. The scene
where the might of human energy was
put forth in an effort at self-deification,
where idolatry reared its head and from
whence it spread until a king of Shem, the
family with whom the knowledge of the
true God was deposited, is ensnared in
its meshes and becomes the active leader
of this evil coalition. Sad association for
a Shernite who should have been a witness
to Jehovah. Throughout Scripture the land
of Shinar and Babylon is linked with the
great religious system and power of the
world. This gives, I believe, the true char-
acter of this first confederacy. The second
is quite different, and again its character
is discerned in its leaders—the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Here the connec-
tion is with the depth of moral depravity
(Jude 7), sensual pleasure and lustful in-
dulgence, presenting that aspect of the
world with which the religious forces of
that same world are always in conflict con-
sidering it their main duty and calling to
hold in subjection those powers of fleshly
Inst. The man of faith has no part in all
this. Door Lot, seeking worldly advantage,
had not even found his place among the
worldly religious with their outward re-
spectability, but sat in Sodom’s gate, a
judge of its evil, vexed and unhappy,
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though oecupying a place of prominence
among his fellows. Unlike Abram the
surge of conflict reaches his place and
sweeps him in as a captive of the enemy’s
power with his goods. How clearly it
shows that our immunity from all forms
of worldly entanglement and bondage 18
alone through the occupation of that sweet
and restful place of maintained commun-
jon with God. There it is that we find
how “the peace of God" keeps our hearts,
and “the God of peace” is with us (Phil.
4:7-9). Blessed portion!

But it is the man who enjovs this por-
tion who can go forth to deliver and gain
a great vietory, which even the world must
acknowledge which only again affords an
opportunity for faith to triumph over it.
It is love for his captive brother which
leads Abram out to battle. It is his
faithfulness to God and the place He had
given to him which leads him to spurn
the offer of enrichment from Sodom’s
king. Both occasions display the power
and dignity of faith which is the victory
that overcometh the world (1 John 5:4).
Lot, then, is delivered and even his goods
restored to him, but how sad to see, as
future circumstances show, that he was
not united in restored fellowship to his
deliverer. He goes back to his place in
Sodom, a circumstance which develops
most disastrously for him. It is sad to see
those for whom God has acted in deliver-
ing power not going on with Him, but
slipping back into their old ways. It al-
ways results in disaster for them. Apart
from anything else, consider for 2 moment
what Lot missed and Abram enjoyed—
the ministry of Melchizedek, the bread,
the wine, and his blessing. Abram =2lone
participated in this feast. Neither the
unfaithful nor the world have part in it.
Divine sustenance, joy, blessing, and rela-
tionship for he is addressed as “Ahram
of the most high God,” are alone the por-
tion of faith administered by the hand of
Him who is our great priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek. To the faithful
warrior how sweet the title of the priest—
King of Salem, that js, as the apostle says,
King of Peace, while He is also by inter-
pretation, King of righteousness, the for-
mer being built upon the latter for as the
prophet says “the work of righteousness
shall be peace and the effect of righteous-

ness, quietness and assurance forever."
(Isa. 32:17). This is the divine order which
governs in all relations. It underlies the
work of salvation, and is the order in
which its truth must be apprehended;
while it is the principle which must govern
in all right Christian experience, and
abides as the fundamental order of the
eternal state, as well as being the charac-
teristic of the millennial age. Indeed, the
prelude to our own entrance into eternal
glory is the action of righteousness as
connected with the judgment seat of
Christ where it is not a question of our
persons but of our works and God's righ-
teous dealing with them entailing reward
or loss to us. In view of that day may we
seek the grace and help of God to daily
grow in the appreciation of the place and
vortion He has given to us.
John Bloore.

MARION’S VERSE*
Everything had gone wrong with Mar-
ion that Monday morning. Breakfast was
late, she had spoken unkindly to the cook,
and had been reproved by her mother.
Then her little sister actually upset her
cup of coffee, over her new plaid merino.
She rose from the table very angry, and
rushed upstairs to change her dress. Some
word which her Sunday school teacher had
said to her only the morning before crossed
her memeory.
“It's of no use,” she said aloud, “for
me to try to be a Christian. I might as
well give up.”
Soon she remembered that it was her
turn to learn and repeat four lines of a
poem from some author. She caught up
her book of extracts and opened it. What
was it that caused the tears to flow from
her eyes and her lips fo move in a prayer?
She stood a moment, committing the
lines to memory, and then went down and
spoke pleasantly to the cook, and kissed
her mother and Allie good-bye, and went
away to school. And when it was her
turn to give an extract she rose, and, with
a bright, unclouded face, repeated slowly:
The little worries which we meet each day
May lie as stumbling-blocks across our
way,

Or, we may make them stepping-stones
to be

Of grace, O Lord, to Thee.
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THE BURDEN AND ITS BEARER

“Cast thy Burden on the Lord, and He
shall susiain thee; He shall never suffer
the righteous to be moved.” (Ps. 55:22.)

I. The Burden—Many Evils

(a) The increase of evil—proud evil op-
pressing him.

(1) The voice of the enemy. (v. 3.)

(2) The oppression of the wicked, (v. 3.)

(3) Iniquity and hatred. (v. 3.)

(4) Violence and strife. (v. 9.)

(5) Mischief and sorrow. (v. 10.)

(6) Wickedness. (v. 10.)

(7) Deceit and guile. (v. 11.)

(b) The unfaithfulness of proessors—

false virtue.

1, a2 man, mine egual;
mine acquamtance

1, reproached me; 2, magnified himself
against me; 3, put out his hands against;
4, broke his covenant; 5, war in his
heart; 6, words, drawn swords.

II. The Remedy—Prayer.

“I will eall upon God"—cry aloud.

“Cast—roll—thy burden on the Lard.”

Our safety is not in flight but fiziil —
God delivars in the battle.

Some good words commence with the
prefix 'Com"—communion, companionship,
comfort, commit, communicate.

III.—The Burden Bearer—The Lord

Pharaoh asked: “Who is the Lord that
I should obey Him?”’

May we be able to answer triumphant-
ly: *“The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear
what man shall do unto me.”

IV. The Burden-Roller—The Righteous

“He withdraweth not His eyes from the
righteous.” (Job 36:7.)

“The eyes of the Lord are upon the
righteous and His ears are open to their
ery.” (Ps. 34:16.)

‘“The righteous cry, and the Lord hear-
eth and delivereth them.” (Ps. 34:17).

GOD TRUSTED THOUGH HELP IS
DELAYED.*

Psalm XIII.
How long? is the cry four times ex-

pressed in this psalm. Help is sorely need-
ed, and yet seems long in coming. This

2, my guide; 3,
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causes sorrow to the heart of David, for
it puts seeming triumph into the hand of
the enemy.

But David’'s sorrowing heart is none the
less a trusting heart. He was fully as-
sured that God would net fail him. *I
shall rejoice in Thy salvation,” he says.
Nor is he disappointed; for the psalm ends
with overflowing joyfulness. *l1 will sing
unfo the Lord, because He hath deall
bountifully with me” (ver. 6).

“His method is sublime,
His thought supremely kind;
God never i3 before His time,
And never is behind.”

But before deliverance really comes,
David is brought down very low. “Lighien
mine eyes,” he cries, “lesi I sleep the sleep
of death” (ver. 3).

This is often where God's deliverance
comes in; that is, when all hope in every-
thing on our side is completely withered
up—even hope in the strength of our
faith! And oh, what a common snare is
this! For though self should bhe the first
to be suspected, it i3 often the last. “Our”
anything is all to readily turned to, rather
than our God. But faith does not look at
faith. It rests in God—in GOD. He has
revealed Himself in His beloved Son, and
we are brought to say, "“Perish every
clher hope."”

THINGS WE OUGHT TO KNOW*

That certalnty is the blrthnght Pprivi-
lrea of the children of God is easily settled
for us, by a single sample Scripture in
the Old and New Testaments, though there
are hundreds more, if needed. This is in
nowise necessary, however, as the author-
ity of the Word of God is to be owned in
one Scripture equally with many, providing
it be applied to the right matter, and at
the right time.

The Scriptures referred to are: Prov.
22:21 and Luke 1:4. The former givesa as
its chief object: “That I might make thee
know Lhe certainty of the words of truth.
etc.” The latter reads: “That thou
mightest know Lhe certainty of those
things, wherein thou hast been instructed.”
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Thus, in the mouth of two witnesses, one
Solomon, who in his folly turned from the
path of wisdom to prove-that “the way of
transgressors is hard,” and the other Luke
“the beloved physician,” who had “perfect
understanding of all that he wrote of, from
the very first.”

But beside this peneral, assnred teach-
ing of God's Word, which we each should
seek to realize, there are some special
things noted by the sacred writers, not-
ably the Apostle Paul, to call our atten-
tion to truths he judged likely to be for-
gotten or overlooked. They are of the na-
ture of a Divine Nota Bene, and we do
well to give heed to them.

THE MYSTERY OF THE OLIVE TREE
(Rom. 11.)

The chapter, first of all, relates to God’s
people, Israel, as the seed of Abraham, to

whom, the Apostle, in chapter 9, says
“pertained the adoption.” Here, he says:
“His people whom He foreknew.” This

gives, at once, the keynote of the chapter
—God's sovereign choice in grace of a
people, few in number, unworthy in char-
acter, and stiffnecked and rebellious in
their ways. This fact should at once im-
press our minds with the prior one that
all motive for God choosing them was
found in His heart, and not in theirs. This
the apostle proved, at the outset, by stat-
ing not merely that God foreknew them,
but also that when “Elias made interces-
sion against them” and all he said was
true, God’s answer was: “I have reserved
to myself seven thousand men, ete.” The
God who chose them in His grace preserv-
ed them also, or a seed among them, even
in the days of their darkest apostasy.
This the Apostle confirms by adding: “Even
so, then, also there is a remnant according
to the election of grace.” (Verse 5.)

This grace .he, at once, contrasts with
works, or human merit or deservings. They
are opposed in their very natures; the one
being the free or undeserved favor of
God, the other, the product of this if it is
at all what God calls “pood works.” If it
be put in the place of grace, then it is
what He calls “dead works.”

The Apostle, then, gives the conclusion:
“"What then? Israel hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for.”” This he has

already stated in ch. 9:31, saying “Israel,
which followeth after the law of righteous-
ness, hath not attained to the law of
righteousness. Wherefore? Because they
sought it not by faith but as it were by the
works of the law,” ete,

But if Israel, in her pride of heart, chose
her own way, and refused God’s, and boast-
ed in what condemned her, does God give
up His purpose of grace? Not at all, for
“the election hath obtained it, and the rest
were blinded,” and then he quotes passages
from Isaiah 29:1 and from David to prove
the judicial hardening of those who re-
fuse God’s message of grace. It will be
noted that David's imprecation is upon
those who crucified the Lord of glory, and
shews the retributive side of the cross,
that if the true trespass offering does not
by faith settle the score against us, then
it but increases our trespass, until it
“mounts unto the heavens,” as calling
down the vengeance of God.

But the Apostle, next raises the ques-
tion of its finality, “Have they stumbled
that they should fall? God forbid.” No,
it was not final, but rather that salvation
might be extended to others—*“come to
the Gentiles” for to “provoke them to jeal-
ousy. Now if the fall of them be the
riches of the world and the diminishing
of the Gentiles, etc.” How striking is the
Apostle’s argument! Israel’s folly and
failure in rejecting God’s provision of grace
has resulted in God “visiting the Gentiles
to take out of them a people for His
Name.” How great will be the blessing to
flow to them wher “Israel blossoms and
buds and fills the face of the earth with
fruit,” '

But the great application of the chap-
ter is found in verse 22 “Behold, there-
fore, the goodness and severity of God: on
them which fell, severity, but toward
thee, goodness, if thou continue in His
goodness : otherwise, thou also shalt be cut
off.” Solemn prospect for Christendom
and those nations upon whom in this dis-
pensation great light has risen: “Thou
also shalt be cut off. And so all Israel shall
be saved, etc.” Such is the end of this
favored dispensation and the Apostle pen-
ned this highly prophetic chapter so that it
might not come upon us unawares, but be
as “a light shining in a dark place,
whereunto we do well that we take heed.”
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‘May we weigh well the Apostle’s serions Long as I live my song shall tell

words: The wonders of His matchless love;
(1.) *“Boast not against the branches” And, when at last I rise to dwell

(18 v.). In the bright home prepared above,
(2.) Be not high minded, but fear,” My joy shall be

(20 v.) His face to see,
(3.) ‘"Behold, therefore, the goodness And, bowing then with loud acclaim,

and severity of God” (22 v.). I'll praise Him.—Blessed be His name!
(4.) “I would not, brethren, that ye —C. A. Tydeman.

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
be wise in your own conceits,” ete. (25 v.)
May we also be led by the examples given
of both mercy and judgment to exclaim:
“0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God, ete!”
B. C. G

LOVED ME—SOUGHT ME. FOUND ME
—SAVED ME*

I have a Friend, whose faithful iove
Is more than all the world to me,
'Tis higher than the heights above,
And deeper than the soundless sea:
So old, so new,
So strong, so true;
Before the earth received its frame
He loved me.—Blessed be His name!

He held the highest place above,
Adored by all the sons of flame,
Yet, such His self-denying love,
He laid aside His crown and came
To seek the lost,
And, at the cost
Of heavenly rank and earthly fame,
He sought me.—Blessed be His name!

It was a lonely path He trod,
From every human soul apart,
Known only to Himself and God
Was all the grief that filled His heart:
Yet from the track
He turned not back
"Till, where I lay in want and shame,
He found me.—Blessed be His name!

Then dawned at last that day of dread
When, desolate, yet undismayed,
With weaned frame and thorn-crowned
head
He, now forsaken and betrayed
Went up for me
To Calvary,
And, dying there in grief and shame,
e sa\ed me.—Blessed be His name! -

)

-him™

ABRAM’S ALTARS

Abram, as being a worshipper of God, is
early seen in his pilgrim career, when
once he makes his break with Haran,
where Terah (the delayer} died, or as
Stephen emphasizes it: “God removed
into the land of promise or Canaan.
(Acts 7:4). Chaldea was the land of his
nativity, the place of his sinnership, and
of the call “of the God of glory."” Charran
was the land of his halting, where in-
deed “Terah took him,” and of his being
held by “kindred and father's house,”
(though he had left his country, as God's
call was), and where also idolatry existed
as well as in Mesopotamia.

(1) Sichem and Moreh—obedience and
dependence.

But when once Abram had “departed,
as the Lord had spoken unto him” and
passed through the land unto the place of
Sichem and Moreh (meaning the shoul-
der or yoke of obedience, and the in-
structor) then we read of a double re-
sult. On the cne hand “the Lord ap-
peared unto him” and renewed His coven-
ant by adding to it: “Unto thy seed will
I give this land”.as the seal upon his
“obedience of faith.” On the other hand,
of Abram we read: “And there bhuilded
he ‘an altar unto the Lord, who had ap-
peared unte him.” (Gen. 12:7.) Thus
plainly have we Abram marked out, at the
first stage of his pilgrimage in the land
of the Canaanites as **a worshipper of God
and a doer of His will."”

. A mountain east of Bethel—separ-
ation to God.

We next find him on a mountain on the
east of Bethel, where he pitched his tent,
and now again is the record: “There build-
ed he an altar unto the Lord” and with this
word added “and called upon ihe name of
the'Lord.” (Gen, 12:8),
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Then we have the famine, very grievous,
which drove Abram into the land of Egypt.

But there, forthwith, the man of faith
is tested in another way and now by what
he has, rather than by what he has not.
The first test was as to lack of daily
bread, and next it was as to his fair wife,
and either can put the man of faith into
sore trouble. How he was to get the one
in a time of famine, and not to lose the
other in a strange land were the burning
questions with him. But God’s sure word
of promise: “T will make of thee a great
nation, etc., should have silenced every
fear as to either matter. How could he
starve when the living God had promised:
“I will bless thee?” How could he lose his
princess-wife when God had also said: “I
will curse him that curseth thee.”

III. Between Bethel and Hai—Restor-
ation and grace.

But Abram finally went up out of Egypt
and then back “unto the place of the altar
which he had made there at the first; and
there Abram called on the name of the
Lord.” (Ch. 13:4)., This was God's re-
storing grace. Thus restored in soul,
Abram next settled the herdmen’s strife by
his magnanimous act of grace toward Lot,
and then when Lot was separated from him
God bade him first look over and then walk
through the land. Thus God ever rewards
every act of faith by a fuller revelation of
Himself.

IV. Mamre and Hebron—fatness and
communion.

The sequel is that once more, when in
Hebron “Abram built there an altar unto
the Lord.” (Gen. 13:18.) From this holy
place he gained victory over the spoiler
(kings of the north), and the tempter (king
of the south) and was blessed by the King
of righteousness and peace.

V. DBeersheba, “the well of the oath”
fidelity.

Here we read “he planted a tree or grove
and called there on the name of the Lord,
the everlasting God.” True, it was in the
Philistine’s land, and they were but Egyp-
tians out of Egypt, but yet it was his in-
heritance by promise, and there Abraham
“sojourned many days,” i. e., he was not
concerned from being either a true pil-
grim or worshipper.

VI. Mount Moriah-—"The mount of the
Lord” and His provision.

“They came unto the place which God
had told him of and Abram built an alfar
there, etc.” (22:10.) There as the re-
ward of his unquestioning obedience God
revealed Himself as Jehovah-Jireh, or “the
Lord will provide,” or in other words, as
“the God of all grace.”

VII. At Kirjath Arba or Hebron—Sor-
row and victory.

Here is no record of a new altar but it
was back again at the same place as he
reached in chapter , and here Sarah died,
and here Abraham is seen as a four-fold
victor over his circumstances, for we read
of him as follows:

1. “He came to mourn for Sarah"”—he
was not a stoic.

2. “He stood up from before his dead”
—was not a weakling.

3. ‘He stocd up and bowed himself”—
was not an uncouth man,

4. "He stood up and bowed himself
again”—was not ungrateful.

Thus in these seven mentions of Abra-
ham's altars, as being linked with five
places, Sichem, Bethel, Hebron, Beersheba
and Moriah, we have the great lessons of
his marvellous and complete life, and the
steps of that faith which we are to copy
him in. They are first on our side, and
then on our Lord’s, as follows:
Obedience—the yoke of Christ.
Separation—the path of Christ.
Restoration—the grace of Christ.
Communion—the heart of Christ.
Fidelity—the faithfulness of Christ.
Surrender—the provision of Christ.
Victory—-the power of Christ.

Worship, which Abraham’s altars plainly
suggest, is not a mere passing impulse, or
the first budding forth of faith in the soul
but the ruling principle of a life that first
emanates from God, and then returns to
Him again. “Of Him, or through Him, and
to Him are all things,” is the glorious lay
of the heavenly choir, and worship surely
as the highest privilege of a creature can
be no exception to the great and all pre-
vailing rule of the courts above. May we,
then, who are “blessed with faithful Abra-
ham” thus possess all his altars.

B.C. G.

NG Lo 0
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A CHILD'S FAITH*

“Mother, dear mother, why do you
cry?” asked a little girl, startled to see
tears coursing down her patient mother's
face, and moistening the work busily oc-
cupied.

The mother could not, by silence, de-
stroy the holy confidence of that wonder-
ing child, and answered, “What will Mary
do without supper to-night? I am afraid
I cannot get any bread.”

“0, mother,” replied the child, “is that
all? We had enough dinner, and can do
very well without supper.”

“But what will you do without break-
fast, or dinner, or supper to-morrow, my
darling 7" continued her mother.

Mary looked sad for a moment, then said
suddenly, with a bright smile, “We shall
be very hungry, mother, but then we have
this good fire to keep us warm, and some
people are shivering all day this cold wea-
ther.”

“But, dear one, we shall have no fire,
for all the coals we have are in the stove,
and I have no money to buy bread, or coal,
or sugar, or tea, or anything we need so
much. To-morrow, Sunday, of course we
cannot get any.”

“Will you not get any money when you
take this work home?’ queried the child.

“I have taken home all that I can fin-
ish to-night,” replied the mother, “and it
wasg not convenient for Mr. G. to pay us,
so we must go without food and fire, my
daughter, till Monday."”

Mary sat in thoughtful silence, then
looking up with a very grave eountenance,
said, “Mother, is not God here?”

“Yes, my child.”

“Does He not know that we have no food
and fire to keep us warm?”

“Yes,” again answered her mother.

“Can He not easily give us bread and

. coal, dear mother?”’
Again her mother was
" assent. . .
_ Mary said, “Mother, perhaps God would
- like us to tell Him what we want. Perhaps
he would like me to tell Him all by my-
i self. May I go into the closet alone?”

compelled to-

She went and pleaded thus: “O God, we
have no bread and no coal. Wilt Thou not
please to send us some, and if Thou canst
not send enough for both, please send a
little bread so that mother can have supper
and breakfast. O God, it will be very cold
without fire, and we shall be so hungry
without bread. Please send some, for
Christ’s sake. Amen.”

She returned to her mother with quiet
joyfulness, saying, “Mother, 1 feel sure
that Ged will send us something soon.”

Shortly the tract visitor for that district
called, when, contrary to her usual cus-
tom, Mary forsook her post by her mo-
ther's knee, and stood by the lady’s side
looking expectantly in her face. Her mo-
ther spoke not of her sufferings, for, like
many others, she could more easily bear
the want, than ask for its removal by the
hand of charity.

As the lady rese to leave, she stroked
the little girl's head and slipped a coin
into her hand which was arrested by a
burst of grateful joy from the heart of
little Mary, who sank upon her knees,
while tears streamed from her eyes, ex-
claimed:

“God has sent it!
has sent it!”

The mother explained to her guest the
cause of her child's singular actions, and
the visitor departed, glad that God had
made her His messenger for good to those
patient, hopeful, waiting ones.

“Now, mother,” said the child, as soon
as they were alone, “will you not go and
get us bread, and coal, and tea, and every-
thing we want with this large piece of
money "

“Ah, my child,” replied the mother,
sadly, but thankfully, “it will not get every-
thing we want, it is not enough.”

Maljy was disappointed. To her the sil-

See, mother, God

.ver piece was a small fortune, and to

learn that something was wanting to per-
fect the joy saddened her for an instant,
then, encouraged by previous success, she
said, “Mother, I'll go and ask God for
more.”

Though startled by her child's singular
confidence, she dared not restrain her, and
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again, in earnest assurance, she pleaded,
“Our Heavenly Father, | am so glad for
what Thou hast sent; but please send mo-
ther a little more, so that she can get the
things she needs fo make us bhappy to-
morrow. Then we shall know- that Thou
art near us always, and wilt help us if we
ask Thee.” Again she came to her mother
with a beaming couritenance, saving, I
think, dear mother, God will send us more.
0. how good He is.” An hour or two pass-
ed when a low knock at the door announc-
ed another visitor, a gentleman by whom
the lady had been employed several
months before. He owed her five dollars,
which she never expected to receive, as her
residence was unknown to him. But he had
that day heard where she lived and had
hastened to discharge a debl which had
lain heavy on his mind, for He knew well
her toil must be unremitting, even to
scantily supply their most urgent necessi-
ties. Mary was silent till he had gone, then
sinking on her knees at her mother’s side,
thanked the Lord for His wonderful good-
ness.

What a touching instance of faith; yet,
was it misplaced? O, that we could al-
ways realize that “like as a father pitieth
his children,” even so the Lord nitieth
them that are His. R. A

“THE EARTH ALSQ”
2 Pet. 3:10

The Apostle Peter, while having strong
Jewish prejudices, as is easily seen from
Acts 10 and 11, Gal. 2, ete., yet when pen-
ning his epistles, under the control of the
Holy Spirit, looked past the restoration of
the Kingdom to Israel, to the new hea-
vens and earth in the eternal state. We
know he was one of four of our Lord’s
apostles, who came to him, as given in
Mark 13, saying: “Master, see what
manner of stones, and what buildings are
here?” Our Lord’'s reply was: “See's{ thou
these great buildings? there shall not be
left one stone upon another, that shall not
be thrown down.” This startling prophe-

¢y Lhey realized meant Divine judgment =

upon Israel, as a nation, for if their temple
was destroyed it meant the taking away of
both “their place and pation,” so -they
came to enquire privately as to both the
time. and signs of it. How saddening to

their hearits it must have been to learn
from His lips, who was Himself the Truth,
the fate of their once highly favored na-
tion, and that one of the earliest pro-
phecies, Deut. 32, as to their being “‘scat-
tered into corners” would shortly be ful-
filled. But despite the many opportunities
they had of learninf further from Him-
sclf, as He spoke of His eross and His
kingdom, we find them eagerly asking:
“Tuard, wilt Thou, at this {ime, restore again
the kingdom to Israel?” and the only an-
swer our Lord wisely give them was one
little heeded since: “It is not for you fo
know, etc.” (Acts 1:6, 7). They did learn,
however, when the Holy Spirit came, lar
moré about these matiers, and Peter him-
self clearly told his Jewish brethren that
cnly on their repentance would the King
return. His words were “Repent and be
converted,” and the results promised were:

(1) So that your sins mayv be bloited
out.
(2) The timer. of refreshing come from

the presence of the Lord.

(3) He shall send Jesus Christ, etc.
(Acts 3:19-21).

But passing from all this to Peter's sec-
ond epistle, he presents some things equal-
ly hard for us Gentiles to take in, and that
is, that this dispensation, too, will end in
judgment. In fact, he states that men are
willingly ignorani of ii, that is, they
choose to be deceived as to what he wrote

of. The subjects were as follows:

(1) *"“God spared not the angels which
sinned.”

(2) “God spared not the old world” (be-

fore the flood).

(3) “God turned the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes.”

(4) God has “reserved the heavens
and earth unto fire.”

(6) God has appointed the day of judg-
ment and perdition.

(6) The day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night.

(7) The heavens shall pass away with
a great noise.

(8) The earth also, and all the works
therein shall be burned up.”

Did it come true that God scattered Us-
rael out of their own land into corners, and
draw 2 sword out after them? It did, to
the very letter. .

(P75 P I A N
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- Will it then come to pass, in like man-
“ner, as here foretold:

g great noise.
2. The elements shall melt with fervent
heat.
" 3. The earth also shall be burned up.

4. The works that are therein shall be
purned up.

Awful as the contemplation is, and sad-
dening as we think of the moral necessity
of such an end to man's sad history, it is
. well to be undeceived as to the delusive
- and empty boast of the scoffers: “All

things continue as they were from Lhe le-

ginning of creation.” How manifestly un-
., true this is can be seen from these facts:
1. The expulsion of man from FEden.

2. The curse upon the earlh of thorns

and thistles.

3. The animal creations becoming wild
.. and ferocious.
4. The judgment of the flood upon the
. world.
9. The burning of the cities of
© plain,
. 6. The plagues on Pharaoh and Egyni.
7. The judgment of the Canaanites.
; 8  The judgmeni of Assyria. Babylon,
i+ Greece, Rome, ctc.

Added 1o all this is the present war of
'.a dozen nations, peace being taken from
X the earth. Instead of ‘the whale earth”
5 51tt1ng still and bemg al rest,” as in Zech-

. ariah’s day, there is “wars and fightings,”
J kingdoms in a chaos, and amid it all men
‘% beasting of the better days they expect
':{ shortly to bring in. May God give us to
% hear and heed His faithful voice.
’» B. C. G.

LAY

the
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".- # LE 'SONS FROM ABRAHAM’'S HISTORY

Faith’s Exercice and God’s Response
Genesis 15

%, With the opening of this chapter, we
if: enter upon a section of Abraham’s history
@ with a different character from that given
in the previous chapters. In them we
WEeard no question raised or request made
DY Abraham, it was rather his obedience
sand consequent blessing, which were em-
BEPhasized, whereas now we see him in exer-
¥cise and conflict, to which he g'lves ex-
fPTession in one way or another in almost

£

o
L
>

1. The heavens shall pass away with a -

every chapter, to the close of the divine
record of his life,

In this chapter it is faith’s exercise con-
cerning the fulfilment of God's Word as
to the seed and his inheritance. God an-
swered Abraham and at the same time
gives very precious intimation of the basis
upon which all rests, and the way in which
blessing is entered. ‘

Seven times the Lord speaks (vv. 1, 4,
5, 7.9 13, 18), and seven times Abraham
speaks or acts (vv, 2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12).
The Lord's salutation is full of grace and
comfort. and is like a blank cheque upon
which faith may fill in its reaquest. Abra-
ham in holy boldness lays hold of God
in the way in which He thus presents Him-
self. It would seem Lhat before the T.ord
came to Him Abraham must have been
exercised about those very matters, of
which he first speaks to the Lord. Hence
the sweet and comforting words first
addressed to him, “Fear not.” Ile knew
his exercise and {rouble, for there is noth-
ing which affects His own that He does
not know and consider. Then He speaks
so as to draw the confidence of the heart
to Himself, “I am thy shield,” and to cause
the hone of the heart to be put in Him,
“and thy exceeding great reward.” Fear
and doubt vanish before a vision like this,
and faith steps out in confidence and hope
to make known ils desires. It is not im-
proper for Taith to say, “What wilt Thou
give me?” when GGod has said He is faith’s
Shield and Reward, for the love which thus
speaks delights to give special gifts to
its object, that thus it may be confirmed
in a specifically individual way. Thus
would God deal with each one of His chil-
dren that each might have their own pecu-
liar portion and intimate acquaintance with
Himself as both God and Father. -

Abraham seeks a token, but he desires
it as a divinely given object for his heart
and ils affections. Such a gift or token
will not give God a secondary place in the
heart, but as being given by Him will only
link the heart and life more closely with
the gracious Giver of all good. Sad, in-
deed, if it be olherwise with those who
receive from Him. The Lord answers
Abraham with the assurance that he shall
have a son of his own, and that the fruit-
Tulness of his seed shall be as the stars



of heaven, innumerable. .Thus was he
given both rest and hope in a _present ob-
ject, set before him by God Himself, and
concerning which he could now have intel-
ligent communion with God, whose own
heart was engaged in the accomplishment
of His word. For us il is Christ who is
this object. In the contemplation and en-
joyment of Him we are one with God Him-
self. Blessed, holy privilage! Morcover,
the Lord’s word to Abraham linked him
and his thoughls as to the seed with hea-
ven, and not earth. So with ourselves, for
it is there that Christ is, and hence all
our hopes.

Abraham “helieved in the Lord and He
counted it to him for righteousness.” Ie
rested in the word of promise and revela-
tion communicated to him. The Lord now
speaks of the inheritance itself (v. 7}, re-
minding Abraham, first of all, of the grace
which took him from the land of his na-
tivity to make him the abject of divine fa-
vor. Abraham is called to remember the
place from which he has been delivered—
indeed, his salvation—that his heart may
be assured that the promise given will be
fulfilled, that He who began the good work
will complete it. The lesson in this for us
is evident. God would ever have us re-
member the pit from which we have been
taken, that in the enjeyment of the im-
mense grave thus bestowed upon us we
may assure our hearts as to the fulfilment
of every promise given to us. Abraham
again seeks a {oken, which we may con-
sider in the same light as the first. It is
faith desiring an object about which there
can be mutual fellowship between the
Promiser and the one receiving the pro-
mise. The Lord responds to the request,
and instructs Abraham in that which is
both the basis of and the means of entrance
into blessing. It is through the sacrifice
that he is to be, first of all, assured of the
inheritance, and it speaks to us of the sacri-
fice of Christ. Its fullness is spread out
before the eye of faith. 'The laharer for
God who perfectly glorified Ilim (heifer),
the substitute for the sinner (goat), the
One consecrated unto death (ram), and
the heavenly One in both His love and
sorrow (the birds) are all suggested to us
in this scene. The work of Christ was es-
sential to the promise, its confirmation and

HOME FRIEN
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It being

actual accomplishment, and by
would make all sure to failh.

"that by which God makes all good to the

recipient of His promises, it becornes the
object of Lthe enemy’s attack. Faith must
rise up and defend what is so fundamental
to all blessing (v. 11). No quarter must
be allowed to that which would mar the
perfect character of the sacrifice. It must
be maintained unimpaired in its every part.
This is the work of faith. Then we get
the trial of faith under the power of evil;
it is the night of tribulation, but though
there be the furnace to try, God is also
there as the light to guide and sustain,
and all is closed by the Lord's covenant
granting full possession of the inheritance.
With this there is assured judgment of all
opposing power. We may rightly think of
the dispensational aspect of all these ac-
tions as they bear upon Israel and God’s
purposes for the carth, but of more im-
mediate concern to us is the practical les-
sons we may gather from them. The
sacrifice and our slanding by it is of first
importance, but there comes with this the
flery trial of our faith that we may know
fellowship with His sufferings, and in re-
sult as to ourselves be made conformable
unto His death in all that it means for us
as to the world in which we find the fur-
nace of affliction, through which, ~how-
ever, we prove how God is with us as {he
ligh_t which guides, comforts, and sustains
during the night. The blessed issue is the
assured possession of the promised inher-
itance. May we lay hold of these things
in a practical way and know the blessing
of living in them day by day.
John Bloore.
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| Tender Grass

- HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN PASTURES OF TENDER CRASS."

For thr Lambw
uf Qhrint’s Flark

Octlober, 1916

HEAVEN: OUR HOME*

My Lome! ’tis not here in a region of death,

Which sin has defiled with its poisonous breath,

Where Christ was rejected, where man is op-
pressed;

In a world full of groaning I seek not my rest.

You may show me ils palaces, stately and fair,
But the brows of jts inmates are furrowed with
care.
" Its wisdom is folly, and madness its mirlh,
Faor the shadows of death envelope the earlh.

‘1 may ga;.e on the mountains, and forest, and
flood,

They speak of their Maker, my Father, and God,

His sun it enlivens the day with its light,

His moon, and His stars give a yoice to the night.

His ha:jnd paints each flower with its beautiful
ye,

"His providence watches the sparrows that fly,

I hear Him, I see Him wherever T roam,

-For this earth is His work, but it is not my home.

. My home is in heaven, for Jesus is there,

. He's gone His own home for His Bride to prepare,
“:In the land which no evil has ever defiled,
".Where the tear shall be wiped from the eye of

__;- Hig chiid.

/My home is in heaven! Yes there we shall meet,
‘Whnt joy it will be our ¢ompanions to greet,
;i With whom thro’ the desert we journey'd along,
“ When 1ihe sigh shall be changed for the harp and

Y the song.

2 J. G. Deck.
‘; Writlen on board the vessel leaving England
,“.for New Zezland, April, 1853.

L Ul

.f= THE RELATION OF WORSHIP TO
3. MINISTRY

- Speaking recently with a brother as to
s&the above subject, he related an interest-
3%ing incident on this line. Some years be-
aifore, while he was preaching about
spsomewhat on holiness lines, he went
min with a little company of Breth-
#Ten, and for a few times much en-

-Joyed the meetings, with the exception of,
&8s he termed it, the tarrying one for an-
& other, or pauses which he thought should
used in praise or prayer. Getting un-
sy through this, which may, of course,
aenave been a spiritual weakness, instead of
BEtrue waiting on the Lord, he went off for

{2 few times and devoted the entire day to

ministry in several places, but the question
kept rising with him: “What am 1 getting
from the Lord, or giving to Him?”

At last he returned to the meeting, and
said he wanted to more thoroughly under-
stand worship and ministry. So he sat
back for B or 9 Lord’s Days feeling deeply
his position, and hearing in his soul the
Lord's Words, “Do this for a remembrance
of me.” At last he burst out, as the meet-
ing was in progress, “Oh, let me have my
place among you.” and with delight, his
brethren conferred on him his privilege.

Thus, by true exercise of soul, he realized
that worship is the highest privilege and
blessing of a redeemed soul, and giving it
its true place, still earnestly sought to
spread the Gospel and lead others to the
Lord. But his Bible plainly presented this
very thing. David essayed to build God an
house, and on learning that God was going
to build him one, went in and “sat before
the Lord,” and burst forth in praise and
worship” then afterwards he “prepared in
great abundance” for the very temple he
was not allowed to build. The one leper
of ten in Luke 17 that most pleased our
Lord was the one who turned back {o wor-
ship at the feet of Jesus ere he got further
orders as to what he should do. The Di-
vine order is: “Eat the fat and drink the
sweet, then send portions to them for whom
nothing is prepared,” (Neh. 8). Let it be
so with us to give worship its true place,
but not all the place. . G.

A FOUR-FOLD BLESSING

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light: who
hath delivered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the king-
dom of the Son of His love; in whom we
have redemptlion through His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:12-14).

These versee do not belong to everybody.
They are the private property of the chil-
dren of God—part of the title-deeds of
their inheritance. I open these precious
records which declare the blessings of the
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.children of God that there may arise in
your heart a desire to be one of them.
Thank God! His house and His heart are
thrown open, and by His holy grace you
may be one of His children, and may leave
this room with full assurance that the
children’s birthright is yours. How great
is this grace! I trust you will not be in-
different to it.
The children of God are already those:

(1) Who are made meet for Heaven's
glory.

(2) Who are delivered from the
world.

(3) Who are translated into Christ's

Kingdom, and

(4) Whose sins are forgiven.

What a wealth of blessing! And, ob-
serve, it is all in connection with a Person.
“The Son of His love; in whom we have re-
demplion through His bleed, even the for-
giveness of sins.” It is through and in
a Persan that we have all these things:
and that Person is the Son of the Father’s
love, the Creator of all things, the mighty
Victor of Calvary, the Saviour of sinners.
1t is He who has stooped to secure, at an
infinite cost, glory for God, and a bound-
less wealth of divine blessing for all who
believe on His name. There is a Person
who can meet all your need, and bring the
brightness of divine love into your heart.
If you knew that Person you could not
help trusting Him. He loves to be trusted
by the sinners for whom He dit(z}d. A C :

THE PRAYER OF HABBAKUK

“0 Lord I have heard Thy speech and was
afraid,
O Lord revive Thy work in the midst of
the years.
In the midst of the years make known,
In wrath remember mercy.” (Hab. 3:2)
These are all the actual petitions of this
strange, unique and eloquent prayer, so
called. One verse contains them, while 13
verses are taken to describe God's trium-
phal march in meeting His people at Mt,
Sinai, and leading them into Canaan. One
verse describes the first effect of it upon
the prophet, and three more close the
chapter with an anthem of victory and
nraise to God.

HOME FRIEND

For what does the prophet pray? For
ihree things, and all three are the present
ﬁpd pressing needs of our times as well as

is.

They are as follows:

1. Revive Thy work.

2. Make known.

3. Remember mercy.

This triplet, at first sight seems dis-
jointed, and perhaps to have little fitness
to our own present circumstances, but this
is only apparent.

The first petition is indeed a first, inas-
much as it puts “Ged first.” The heart
that gets sick of self and its strange aber-
rations wearies too of the world and its
corruptions, its ways of guile and shame,
then cries out, “Revive Thy work,” and no
help or deliverance comes until that praver
is answered.

“Thy work!” To this we must trace up
alike Creation, Redemption, Glory. All
comes from Him, all is created for Him,
and all should now be to Him, in the glad
service of His redeemed people. His first
work, of Creation, gave man a home, and
while sin entered and spoiled the fair scene,
yet still, in how many “a pleasant pros-
pect,” His work yet remains.

But, in grace His work is more mani-
fest still, for if He did not produce out
of nothing or “call into being,” which is
what Creation means, yet in one sense He
did more, for He restored a chaos, brought
order out of confusion, and a city of peace
out of a howling wilderness. He saves the
lost, makes righteous the guilty, turns Sa-
tan's captives into His own happy freed-
men, and lifts man once degraded beneath
the beasts that perish, higher than the
angels that never sinned.

But in government, His work is seen
also. He chastens and rebukes, He lays
low and raises up, He humbles and
exalts, and all to do us good at our latter
end, to defeat the enemy, and bring glory
to His own great name.

But it is in glory that His work will
most of all appear, when the last enemy
shall be destroyed, when God shall be all
in all. and when the voice off the throne
shall proclaim: “Behald, I make all things
Eew." and closes man’s story with: “It is

one."”
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- Well may we pray, then, “O Lord revive

Thy work!”

- Similar to this is the petition of Moses,

%" the man of God, in Ps. 90, “Let Thy work

"% appear unto Thy servants.”

2. “Make known.”

*  This implies a Revelation, and for such
“- the Prophet, with his sorely burdened
> heart, had cried out thus, “How long?
+ Why? Art Thou not? and Wherefore?”

7 (Chap. 1), and he adds, “And the Lord
‘4 answered me and said, etc.” (Ch.2:2))

2% Thus encouraged the Prophet seeks

7" afresh the Divine Remedy and craves

““ at God’s hand these three things:

=% 1. Revival of His work.
7+ 2. Revelation of His ways.

-~ 3. Remembrance of His mercy.

- How brief, but comprehensive? Unless

- God revives His work, ours can no more
- eentinue than it could start of itself, for

. He works in us both “to will and to do of

"I His good pleasure.” Tnless He reveals also

2 how certainly all our projects and under-

% takings are but a groping in the dark, and
I cven God's own perfect ways seem to be

but hopeless confusion! And then, when

learning ourselves, and realizing the jus-
tice of His judgment, and how fully merit-
ed is His wrath, if He did not, in the midst
¥ of it, “remember mercy,” how surely would

it consume us in a moment! So also the
prophet Jeremiah realized when he prayed,

“O Lord, correct me but with judgment,

not in Thine anger lest Thou bring me to

nothing” (Jer. 10:24).

~ Beautiful and humble appeal it was, to

plead that mercy be remembered when

.judgment was so richly deserved.

" Thus the Prophet, in his brief prayer,

o= mentions God's speech, which first struck

7% Tear into his heart, His Work which he

-z longed to see revived, His revelation which

e

“2-alone can bring light in the midst of dark-
% hess, His wrath which is the just due of re-
¥ bellious creatures, and His mercy which is
that rare quality that lets out His heart of
love, even compassion toward unworthy and
foften ungrateful objects, such as we are.

. Little wonder is it that our old-time
lbrother Habakkuk, because he prayed so to
‘the point, confessed so fully both his weak-
‘ness and his sin, and cast himself so en-
% tirely on God's wisdom and His mercy, can
e now forget himself to dwell upon God’s

glory and praise, His brightness and His
power.

With what delight He now portrays His
triumphal march at the head of His re-
deemed people. He notes the “horns in
His hand” or power to prevail, the ‘“burn-
ing coals at His feet” or discriminating
judgment; His everlasting ways; His
lintses and charjots of salvation; His
arrows and His glittering speac, ard all for
the salvaticn of His people.

Its first effect on himself was inward
trembling, quivering lips and shaking bones
but then turning from himself to Jeho-
vah and His troops, he expressed the most
lovely confidence of faith, that, should all
natural resources of supply fail him, yet
would he “rejoice in the Lord and joy in
the God of his salvation! Thus he would
prove the joy of the Lord to be his strength,
and his feet would tread both safely and
assuredly, even in the most testing and
perilous.ascents.

Habakkul’s burden was first “the mys-
tery of iniquity” in a world where evil
seemed to hold almost undisputed sway.
His firsi resource was a prayer full of en-
quiries and appeals (Ch. 1:1-4), next God’s
revelation of His strange work™ (ch. 1:
5-11), then a second prayer of fuller faith
and intelligence (1:12-17), then a holy pur-
pose to watch for the answer (2:1), next,
the Lord’s answer (2:2-4). Then the
prophet’s five-fold message of “woes” and
finally in our chapter his prayer, his pro-
clamation and his praise, all combined to
be melody for the chief singer on his
stringed instruments. B. C. G,

UNSEEN ETERNAL VERITIES*

“The things which are not seen are eter-
nal.—(2 Cor. 4:18).
Etiernal Life—(John 3:15).
* “He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life” (John 3:36).
Eternal Judgment— (Heb. 6:2).
“He that believeth not the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God
abideth on him” (John 3:36).

Eternal Salvation—Heb. 5:9).
“Because I live ye shall live also”
(John 14:19. Spoken by Christ to
those who believed on Him.)
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Eternal Damnatlion—(Mark 3:29).
“Whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire (Rev. 20:15).

Eternal Glory—(1 Peter v. 10).

The portion of every believer In
Christ. Read Col. 1:12.23,

Eternal Fire—{(Jude 7).

The portion of every Christ-rejector
Read 2 Thess. 1:8, 9.

“I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it
shall be for ever; nothing can be put to
it, nor anything taken from it” (Eccl
3.14). H.E. H.

A NOTE ON PSALM LXVIIL

This Psalm celebrates the intervention
of God, Jehovah-Adonai, on behalf of His
earthly people, “God shall arise, his ene-
mies shall be scattered, and they that hate
him shall flee before him.” Moses could
ask God to do this when the ark of the
Lord was lifted up for each journey in
the wilderness. The psalmist here uses
similar language, with this difference;
Moses asks God to arise that the desired
result may be obtained; the psalmist
awaits in confidence its accomplishment.
deseribing in the two following verses what
the issue will be to the wicked and to the
righteous. After this to verse 9 we have
God’s character set forth, as manifested in
His actions, for which He is to be praised,
and His majesty as displayed when march-
ing before His pecple through the wilder-
ness.

But the remembrance of His ways of old
gtrengthens the hope in the hearts of His
faithful people of yet further displays of
power and goodness on behalf of the na-
tion. The prophetic description of this
forms the chief subject of the psalm,
grounded on what is stated in verse 18,
the ascension of Adonei leading captive
captivity, and receiving gifts in the man,
that Jehovah-God might dwell among them.
The Church now enjoys gifts secured to her
by His ascension. Israel also has gifts se-
cured to her, but not yet to be enjoyed;
s0 the psalmist from verse 9 to 24 speaks
almost always in the future. This the
Authorized Version in part fails to point
out. So, I submit, we should read: “Thou,

O God, wilt send a plentiful rain on thine
inheritance.” On what is this hope based?
His past dealings with them. “When
weary, thou hast refreshed it;” moreover,
it has been in former times the dwelling-
place of-His congregation. “Thy congrega-
tion hath dwelt therein.” Hence they draw
the conclusion, and rightly, “Thou, O God,
wilt prepare of thy goodness for the afflict-
ed. Adonai will give a word, the armies
who publish it shall be a great host. Kings
with their armies shall flee, shall flee; she
that tarrieth at home shall divide the spoil.
If ye shall lie among the pots, yet shall
ye be as the wings of a dove covered with
silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.
When the Almighty scatters kings in her.
she shall be as white as snow in Salmon.”
Again, “God has desired to dwell in.” (Ver.
16.)

I would add that we have in this psalm
nearly all the different names of God: El,
Elohim (God) ; Shaddai (Almighty); Je-
hovah, Adonai, Jah (Lord). Elohim is the
name of God in creation (Gen. 1) ; Shaddai
and Jehovah, the names under which God
revealed Himself respectively to Abraham
and Israel. Adonai, as here described, is
the One who has ascended up on high; but
if ascended, He descended first into the
lower parts of the earth. Yet He is Je-
hovah. ( Ver. 20.) “To Jehovah Adonai
belong the goings out to death.” Jah is
first met with in Exodus 15:2, after the de-
liverance of the people from Pharoah at the
Red Sea. Often met with in the Psalms in
the well-known compound, Hallelu-jah; it
occurs also in Exodus 17:16; twice in this
Psalm, 4, 18; also in Psalms 77:11; 89:8;
94:7.12:102:18; 115;17, 18; 118:5, 14, 117,
18, 19: 122:4; 130:3; 135:4;: 150:6; and in
Isaiah 12:2; 26:4; 38:11. If we examine
the context of most of the places where it
occurs, I think we shall be persuaded it is
not a mere abbreviation of Jehovah, but
has a significance of its own, reminding His
people that He has, and wil), interpose in
power on their behalf. So Jehovah charac-
terizes God as the one true and self-exist-
ing Being (in opposition to the false gods
of the heathen) who has made a covenant
with Israel. Jah charactérizes Him special-
ly as the Deliverer of His people from
Egypt in'tirpe past, who will deliver them
from all their enemies again. C. E. S.
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THE CROOKED STICK*

«What doth the Lord require of thee?" Mic. 6:8.

“Christ has a service for all His mem-
pers,” said James Therrall, an old carpen-
ter in 2 village on Salishury Plain, to a
young Christian who complained that she
was unworthy to work for the Lord. “Let
not one of the members say, ‘The‘ Head
pas no need of me.’ T used to think as
you do long ago, but He taught me other-
wise by a Crooked Stick.

“One day my son went to a sale of tim-
ver, and in the lot was a stick so fwisted
and bent, that I spoke sharply to him,
saying, ‘You have a bad bargain there,
lad; that crooked stick will be of no use
to any one.’

“‘It's all timber,’ replied my son, not
the least vexed by my reproof. ‘I paid
the same price for it as the rest. Depend
upon it, no tree grows for nothing. Wait
s bit; don't fret, father; let us keep a lock
out; there's a place somewhere for it.’

“A little time after this I had a coftage
to build ; a queer bit of a house it was, and
pretty enough when it was finished: there
was a corner to turn in it, and not a stick
in the yard would fit. I thought of the
crooked one, and fetched it. Many a hard
day’s work would have failed to prepare
8 joist like it. It seemed as if the tree had
grown aside for this very purpose.

“Then, ' said I, ‘There’s a place for the
Crooked Stick after all! Then there’s a
place for poor James Therrall. Dear Lord!
show him the place into which he may fit
In building Thy heavenly temple’ That
very day I learned that what God gives me,
e gives me for His glory ; and poor and un-
lettered as T was, there was a work for
me. There is a work for YOU; God has
bomething for YOU to do, and nobody else
can do it!”

This village carpenter had neither the

owledge of the schoolman, nor had he
ken a degree at college; yet he was a
teacher of divine truths, and he was wise
I the wisdom of the children of light. He
¥auld often recur to the time when, loci-
'é'l! solely on his own weakness and infirmi-
€3, be overlooked his only source of

strength, and thought he was too poor
and ignorant to do anything for the Lord
he loved! He lived to a good old age, a
blessing to the souls in his neighbourhood,
and where, as he liked best to say, he
watched for his Master. When some who
loved their ease too well, or child or ser-
vant or sick one complained, “I can do
nothing” he would point to the best-built
cottage on the Plain, with its pretty bay-
window and slanting roof, and tell them
he had once thought the same himself, but
his error had been corrected by a dumb
instructor—a beam in that roof—a crooked
stick which seemed fit for nothing; but it
found its proper place in the building at
last, and gave it a grace and strength
which no other timber, however superior
in other respects, could have imparted.
Thus the warped tree had preached to him
a Sermon on true humility, and made him
from that day a humble steward of the
things of the kingdom.

WHY *
“Thou shalt know hereafter” (Jno. 13:7.}

I will not ask my Father why

His loving purpose is concealed.

I'll wait in peace till by and by

In His good time it is revealed.

His choice is ever best for me,

And wiser far than mine would be.

1 will not ask why He should lead

My pathway up the mountain high,
Why o'er its rocks my feet must bleed,
Its rugged steeps my courage try.

I may behold up in the height,
Transfiguration’s holy light.

I will not ask Him why apart

Into the weary desert place,

He calls my faint and hungry heart
To walk with Him in lonely ways,
It may be there He leadeth me,
His miracle of loaves to see.

I will not ask my Father why
He spreads His cloud upon the Throne,
But wait in peace till by and by
In His good time it is made known
Time and eternity shall prove
That all His purposes are love.

A, E. Miller.
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LESSONS FROM ABRAHAM’S HISTORY
The Way of Blessing
Chap. 16-17

God has unfolded His purpose concern-
ing Abram’s seed and the inheritance.
Now He unfolds in connection with
Abram’s actions the only way in which the
promises of blessing can be accomplished.
First, however, God allows him to make
his own efforts to bring about the fulfil-
ment of the promise, and to reap the bitter
fruits which always grow out of fleshly
activity. In this 16th chapter Abram is
like a man who having begun in the spirit,
as we see in the preceding chapter, now
seeks to be made perfect by the flesh. This
never produces the desired fruitfulness,
The true way we ghall find taught us in
the 17th chapter.

Abram is anxious to have the seed God
has promised, and Sarai persuades him to
take Hagar as a means of accomplishing
God's purpose. God is not sought in this
matter, but human expediency is evidently
followed. This is a disastrous principle for
the man of faith, as results clearly prove.
We learn from Galatians of the typical in-
terpretation of these two women. Hagar
is the legal covenant which produces bond-
age, and Sarai stands for grace and free-
dom. It is the natural man, man in the
flesh, who is connected with the former,
for only by such agency can the law be
fulfilled, indeed it is to him as in the flesh
that it is addressed. It is the new man,
the new nature, which is connected with
the covenant of grace. Now the new mind
which we have as possessing the new na-
ture through faith needs to learn the way
of fruitfulness, and to know that it is
apart from all self effort, that it only
springs up by the word of God and sub-
mission to it by which word also the prom-
ises were alone given and known to faith.
Hagar may well speak to us of the flesh
and our efforts to product fruit by it, even
at the suggestion of Sarai, the new mind
formed by the knowledge of grace, but
evidently needing further instruction in
the ways of God. Thus legal means are
taken up in conjunction with the flesh,
and the experience of Romans seven is the
result, There is fruit, Hagar brines forth
Ishmael, a wild man, a man of strife (v.

12). This is the prominent feature of that
experience recorded by the apostle.

But notice that the fruit produced brings
strife and separation between Sarai and
Hagar. Sarai is first despised by Hagar.
For it is natural that the flesh by which jt
is sought to fulfill the law should despise
grace which in its true nature and charac.
ter can give no place to the flesh, so that
when its fruit is manifested grace becomes
anxious to get rid of it. The spirit of im-.
patience is seen throughout the actions
here, and the man of faith is under its
power (verses 3, 4 and 6), he has not wait.
ed upon or sought God in the matter. Saraj
sends Hagar away, but the Lord commands
her to return and submit herself to her
mistress (v. 6, 9). She must remain, and
indeed be kept as an handmaid, even by
Sarai, until the time when it can be said
with God’s approval “cast out the bond-
woman and her son.” Meanwhile the ex-
perience is that of learning that in the
flesh there dwells no good thing, and that
the law and the flesh by which alone its
demands are sought to be fulfilled can only
be at most an handmaid to grace; but it is
when in this place that it can be made
fruitful after its own arder by showing on
the one hand what we are, and on the
other our helplessness to be, or do, what
we desire. But in connection with this
we are made to know that we are drinking
at “the well of Him who liveth and seeth
me” (Beer-lahai-roi), and it is the half
way station between Bered, “hail” of judg-
ment and Kadesh, the “sanctuary,” our
place of security and blessing. The issue
of the experience is that “God will hear"
(Ishmael), but it is not the experience
which brings us into the sanctuary. What
that means for us is not found in connec-
tion with Hagar, the bondmaid of Egypt,
nor by means of what she typifies, law,
which now, as the apostle declares, forms
“the principles of the world” (Gal. 4:3),
which are “weak and beggarly” (v. 9), o
which there is to be no turning back.

The Lord now appears to Abram
again, and the way in which He infre-
duces Himself is perfectly suited to the
preceding cireumstances. “I am the Al-
mighty God.” Abram, did I not pro-
mise you a seed, and am I not able to fulfill
my promise, am I not the Almighty? How
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is it that you have tried to bring about the
accomplishment of if, and that without
ever inquiring of Me concerning the mat-
ter? “Walk before Me,” you have been
walking by sight and in impatience of
apirit instead of by faith and as counting
upon Me. “And be thou perfect,” your ac-
tions and ways have been very imperfect
for you have not been walking before Me.
These words must have searched Abra-
ham’s heart, but then how sweet the grace
that immediately affirms the covenant and
renews the promise of great fruitfulness.
No wonder Abram falls upon his face.
He takes the place of humiliation, con-
fession and worship. Then God opened up
His mind and purpose to him in a still
larger way (v. 4:22). Tt is at this time
that his name is changed to Abraham, *“fa-
ther of a great multitude,” from Abram,
“father is high.” This is done in connec-
tion with God’s emphatic and amplified
restatement of His covenant of promise.
Then follows the institution of the rite of
circumcision as the sign of the covenant.
In type it is the cross and its application
to us. In the 15th chapter the cross was
before us in the sacrifice, but there in its
relation to the promise and God’s coven-
ant, here it is in its application to us. Tt
is the lesson of death as {o the flesh and
all that is of it, the perfect antidete to
what the 16th chapter has shown us at
work in the man of faith. All that is of
this nature has been judged at the cross
where our blessed Lord was made an offer-
ing for sin, condemning sin in the flesh, so
that we are now to reckon that we ‘“have
been circumcised with eircumecision not
done by hand, in the putting off of the
body of the flesh, in the circumcision of
the Christ” (Col. 2: 11 J. N. D). If we
constantly maintain the truth of this in
our souls we will know practical deliver-
ance and a walk not according to the flesh
but the spirit.

If the lesson in circumeision is judgment
and death, we now get in the promised
fruitfulness of Sarah the lesson of resur-
rection, and so of that new life and portion
which we obtain through it. Sarah, though
90 years old, is to have the son with whom
all blessing is linked and God’s covenant
established. God acts in resurrection
power when all according to nature is dead.

To bring forth fruit we must not only
know but also maintain in our souls the
truth of that new life which is the law of
the spirit, even life in Christ Jesus. It
is the truth of our identification with Him
in resurrection which gives power, while
faith reckons according to the judicial ac-
count of God that death has been passed
upon all of the flesh and its evil.

In closing we have Abraham’s appeal for
Ishmael and God’s promise. Even the man
of nature, of the flesh, gains a blessing
through the activity of faith, of faith which
for itself rises up to the blessing of resur-
rection power. Thus in a general way
Christianifty has brought blessing to the
world at large. to this all history witnesses,
while as to the sphere of the individual,
that which is of nature with him, which in
one way belongs to the scene to which the
flesh is attached, is brought into blessing,
elevated above its own level through faith
and the living truths in which it reposes.
The closing scene of our chapter illustrates
the beautiful faithfulness of testimony
manifested in Abraham. He brings all
connected with him into the knowledge of
the covenanted blessings which God had
proclaimed to him.

May we lay firmer hold of the truths
which this history suggests to us, and be
more faithful in both walk and testimony
to Him who hath called us with a holy call-

ing. John Bloore.

THE BOOK ON THE COUNTER*

In days lone ago George Miles, of the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, would hire a
small native sailing-boat and trave) up and
down the Yang Tse River, preaching the
Gosnel and selling Bibles. “Yes, honored
sir, T will buy one,” said a shop-keeper in
Hwang Shih Kang. He left the Gospel on
his counter. however, Presently a custo-
mer entered. While waiting for his goods
he read the Ma Xo Fu Yin (the Gospel of
Mark). “What book is this?” he asked
of the shopkeeper. "I never read it be-
fore.” “Qh, honored sir,” was the answer,
“a missionary passed my shop selling those
books, and T bought one. But it is of no
interest to me; I beg you to take it with
you.” “Profound thanks,” said the custo-
mer, and he placed the book in his pocket.
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The customer was a scholarly man, a herb-
alist, who, after years of unbelief, now
hungered after the truth. So great had
this hunger after God become that he
daily stood at the door of his house and
worshipped the rising sun. It was the
grandest object he could see. But still
that soul-hunger remained. That same
evening Chia K’'un Shan sat down to study
his book. He began at the beginning and
read on far into the night. *“This is what
T need,” he said to himself. “This tells me
about the forgiveness of sins.”

Before he retired he had finished the
little book, and for the first time had read
the story of Calvary. Chia K'un Shan was
powerfully moved by what he read. The
very next day he returned to the town and
enquired for the missionary. But no one
knew where he had gone. “When next he
comes this way,” said he to the shop-
keeper, “please tell him 1 desire to see
him.” The meeting took place. Mr. Miles
was amazed to find how Chia had grasped
the truth. He gave him a complete New
Testament and taught him to pray. Thus
furnished with the armoury of prayer and
of the Word of God, Chia returned home
and announced that he had become a
Christian. Then followed persecution.
His brother and son declared he must
cease this folly, He was watehed, and
allowed no time for quiet study or prayer.
He was subjected to 2 hundred petty an-
noyances. But at night, when all were
afraid to venture out because of wild
animals and evil spirits, he crept away
to the thicketl of trees on the hilltop, and
lighting a candle, read and prayed, and
communed with his Lord. )

Then persecution became still more ac-
tive and violent. He was reported to the
(GGovernment, and forthwith deprived of his
official appointment. By this Chia lost one-
half of his income.

But the brave man persevered. In June,
1891, he was baptized. By his daily Christ-
life for twelve years, he lived down
persecution. Many were won by him to
a faith in Christ.

With his money and that of his con-
verts a chapel was built, and had at last
the joy of seeing his two sons ministering
in that chapel. Before he died, sixty in
his own village had accepted Christ as
their Saviour.

“Read to me,"” said he to one of his sons,
when he felt that the end was near. “My
father, what shall I read?” “Why, of
course, the fourteenth and fifteenth chap-
ters of John,” he replied. The young man
read those portions, and then prayed with
his father. *“I cannot talk,” whispered the
dying saint; “I am meditating with my
Saviour.” “Put into my hands my New
Testament,” he said, presently. They knew
which he meant, and gave him the one
which he had received from Mr, Miles.
“My sins are heavy encugh to send me to
hell, but Jesus Saves.” When we scatter
the good seed of God's Word, we may be
certain of this, that it will not be lost, but
will bear fruit in due season.

H. D. L.

FAITH IN GOD

There is always strength in looking to
God, but if the mind rests upon the weak-
ness otherwise than to cast it upon God, it
becomes unbelief. Difficulties may arise,
God may allow many things to come in to
prove our weakness, but the simple path
of faith is to go on not looking beforehand
at what we have to do, but reckoning upon
the help that we shall need and find when
the time arrives. It was no matter to
David whether it was the lion, the bear,
or this giant of the Philistines; it was all
one to him, for in himself he was as weak
in the presence of one as in the other, but
he went on quietly doing his duty, taking
it for granted that God would be with
him. This is Faith. J. N. D,

GOD IS GOOD
“I'hou art good, and doest good” (I’sa. cxix. 68.)

God is so good! But none the less in sorrow,
Than when we walk along 2 path of light;
For these are stars that day can never borrow,
And God's best promises shine best at night,

God is so good! Oh for a tongue of fire!
Oh for a heart to feel it as I should!

Lord, I am Thine! my heart and tongue inspire,
Till my whole life proclaim that God is good!

Home Friend, 70c. year, in U. 5. 76¢., containing Qur
Homes for the Household, Friendly Words for the Young,
Tidinga of Mercy for the Unsaved, Tender Grass for the
Lord’s Flock. each separately, 16c. year, in U, 8., I8¢,
Home Friend Office, Church and Ann Btx., Toronto, Cauada.
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“THOU KNOWEST ALL THINGS"*

Here is the response of faith. “Thou
knowest!"—what a pillow for-the heart
“to repose upon! ‘“Thou knowest!”—whast
few but comprehensive words to sum up
and express the heart's difficulties and
perplexities and trials. “Thou knowest!”
—what an inexpressibly sweet resting-
place in the midst of life’s tumultuous heav-
ings; in the midst of a sea that knows no
calm; in the midst of a seene in which
tossings to and fro are the hourly his-
tory! What an answer they contain for
every heart that can find no words to ex-
press its big emotions; for a heart whose
sorrows are too deep for language to find
,its way to God! Oh, that they were ever
uppermost in the soul, as the response to
every difficulty in our path! They are
God’s answer to everything we cannot
fathom; God's answer for our hearts to
rest upon, and our lips to utter, when every
way is hedged up so that we cannot pass.
“Lord, thou knowest!” Rest here, be-
liever. Lean thy soul on these words. Re-
pose calmly on the bosom of thy God, and
carry them with thee into every scene of
life. . F. W,

“JOY COMETH IN THE MORNING”

There must be thorns amid life’s flowers,
vou know,

And you and I, wherever we may go,

Can find no bliss that is not mixed with
pain—

No path without a cloud. It would be vain

For me to wish that not a single tear

Might dim the gladness of what you hold
dear.

I am nol wise enough to understand

All: that is best for you, The Master’s
hand -

-Must sometimes touch life's saddest chords
to redch '

Its sweetést music, and His child to teach

To trust His love, till the long, weeping
night

Is all forgotten in the morning light.

Trust—trust Him, then, and thus shall
good or ill

Your trustful soul with present blessing

Each loss is truest gain if, day by day,
He fills the place of all He takes away!

BROKEN COMMUNION
“I sought Him, but I found Him not."—
Song of Sol. 3:1.

Tell me where you lost the company of
Christ and I will tell vou the most likely
place to find Him. Have you lost Christ
in the closet by restraining prayer? Then
it is there you must seek and find Him.
Did you lose Christ by sin? You will find
him in no other way than by the judging
of the sin, and seeking by the Holy Spirit
to mortily the member in which the lust
doth well. Did you lose Christ by ne-
glecting the Scriptures? You must find
Him m the Scriptures. It is a true pro-
verb: “Look for a thing where you drop-
ped it; it is there.” So look for Christ
where you lost Him, for He has not gone
away. “Return,” says He. That implies
that the departure has all been on )éour
side. .

ALL THE WAY HOME
Read the following scriptures:

(1) Mark 4:35-41. A Stormy Sea.

(2) Matt. 14:13-21. A Desert Place.

(3) Matt. 16:28 and 17:1-13. A Moun-
tain Top.

(4) Matt. 26:36-54. A Garden.

At first sight there may .not seem to be
much connection between these passages,
but one thing may be easily seen, they were
all places where the Lord Jesus was. One
scene a stormy sea, the next a desert
scene, the third a mountain top scene, and
the fourth a garden scene. These different
experiences are all our portion as we pass’
through this scene with Him. The Lord
never waited for Sunday or a pulpit in
order to preach the Word. He preached at
all times and in all kinds of places. Being
“full of grace and truth’” He was always
ready to distribute it. He had also differ-
ent things for different people; unlike a
patent medicine vendor, who assumes to
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cure all kinds of diseases with the same
medicine, When a blind man, an Israelite,
cries: “O Lord, thou Son of David, have
mercy on me,” He gives him sight at his
call. Not so, however, with the Canaan-
itish woman who beseeches Him in the
same way: “O Lord, thou Son of David,”
He answers her not a word, although
pressed to do so by His disciples. The
blind man was an Israelite, and she was
not, but a Canaanite, and as such she had
no claim whatever upon Him, and had to
be taught her true place, and then He took
His. A young woman, upon hearing some
who were attending the meeting singing
hymns this morning, said, “I don’t make
any profession, but I believe in the Golden
Rule.” She might as well try to stop Nia-
gara Falls with a straw as to carry out the
Sermon on the Mount while unsaved. God
hates hypocrites, and will judge them, if
they continue such, but many say that
they make no profession, but everyhody in
the world professes something, and those
who claim to make no profession often
make the loudest profession of all, as to
living Christianity without Christ.

In Mark 4, the Lord had been teaching
some of His wonderful parables, and then
said: “Let us pass over unto Lhe other side.

And they took Him even as He
was in the ship.” Twelve men went with
Him in the right ship. We read that there
were “other little ships,” which are put in
contrast with the one with Christ on board,
which came safely to the other side. So
there is only one way to be saved while
there are ten thousand ways to be -lost.
There is only one ship with Jesus ‘on, so
make sure of.the right ship. Have you
heard Him say: “Take passage with Me"?
A lady once asked us, “What is this Con-
version? Onece I was going through an old
churech when I felt a holy feeling .come
over me, do you think that was it?” “Flftv
‘good’ feelmgs may have Satan at, the back
of them, did you ever have a bad fegling
come over you? Did you ever face your
sins? For our Lord says, “Except ye be
converted, ye shall all likewise perish.”
Let us then pass over unto the other side,
take passage with Christ, step aboard and
leave the world behind—then chartered
with Him He will take us all safely to the
other side, The first day we learned that
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the Brethren included 2ll true -Christiang
was while taking a brother around and
we called on a poor woman in much trouble
but a Christian. In ministering to this
woman the brother spoke from Mark 4. He
had an impediment in his speech and some-
times could not say what he wished. With
much difficulty could he utter the word
“p-p-p-pillow,” as he sought to show that
some one loved our Lord enough to put
a pillow beneath His head. We can each
do sv, as we accept His will, do what He
wants us to, and so make a pillow for Him.

When we repent of our sins and trust
Christ we step on board His ship, then
we should trust Him at all times. He re-
tires to the back of the ship and is asleep
on a pillow. Look at Him, journeying on
to be the Sin-Bearer, and saying to His
Father, “Thy will be done.” He is to see
us safely across, but the disciples are not
satisfied to have Him lying there asleep
and come to Him to wake Him up. They
should have rested (in their hearts at
least) in seeing Him rest, but they come
and say, “Master, carest thou not that we
perish?” We, too, worry about many
things down here which is a dishonor to
Christ. He knew it was best for them to
be tested by this storm. So sickness, sor-
row, poverty and trials may come to us
but let us turn to the Lord in it all. (2
Chron. 16: 12.} Part of our education in
going through this world is lessons in the
stormy sea, in the desert, on the mountain
top, and in the garden. The disciples think
if a calm would come, they would be all
right, but when it does come, they are still
not at rest, the storm seems to go into
their hearts. So if our troubles were re-
moved we think how happy we would
be, but it would not be so. Let Jesus
sleep on then and let us have the storm.
He needs to speak to our hearts rather
than change our circumstances.

2. Why did He go to a desert place?
He went to be alone, but the multitudes
following, He does not turn them away.
He ministers to them. He says, “If this
be my Father’s will, let it be done.” He, at
once, addresses Himself to the need at
hand. He again tests His disciples, tao,
and they find they are shut up to Him with
no resources outside of Him. Look at our
desert places—sickness and death, loss of
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business, poverty of circumstances, etc.,
but to meet all Christ is enough. Some-
times a meeting may have dwindled down
to but two or three, that too may be a
desert place. But Enoch walked with God
and had no meetings to attend. We do not
need anything but Christ to be a happy
people. Here Christ gives another com-
mand, “make the men sit down.” There is
no bread in sight, so it brings faith into
activity —is a test of faith for both the
disciples and the multitude. While they
are standing up there are many different
heights, but when they get down, they
are all the same size. So we read, “For
- there is no difference, all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God.” At the
end they have more left than when they
began to pass the bread around.

3. Matthew gives us eight mountain
scenes, each one of which shows us the
Lord in a different character, e. g., in chap.
5 we have Him as the Divine Teacher; in
chap. 24, as the Prophet; here (chap. 17),
as the King. When they were doing won-
derful things in His Name they must be
brought to & desert place apart, when He
would give them courage for the rugged
way He takes them up into an “exceeding
high mountain.” He wants them to see
Him in His Coming Glory. Peter says,
“Lord it is good for us to be here; that
-odious us. “Let us make three taber-
nacles”—more wrong again. But Peter
was “sore afraid and wist not what to
say,” surely a time to stop talking. God
says, “This is my beloved Son in whom I
am well pleased, hear ye Him.” Peter in
his Epistle later speaks of his rebuke, but
‘not of himself, ag he did then.

4. The last, a garden scene, generally
a beautiful place. Judas is gone—one re-
sult of choosing silver instead of Christ.
He comes with His disciples to Gethsemane
(the place of oil presses). To eight of them
He says, “Sit ye here, while I go and pray
yonder.” And three of them are led fur-
ther on, brought into closer communion,
and are given a double command—*“watch
and pray.” They failed in both, their eyes
being heavy with sleep. Not one of us can
claim faithfulness. “While the Bride-
groom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept.” If it depended upon our watchful-
ness, none would go when the Lord came.

Eight of them are told, “Sit here”—they
fail to do it. Three are told “watch and
pray,” and three times He comes to waken
them up. He says to Peter, “What! could
yve not watch with Me one hour?’ After
coming the third time, He stands over
those sleeping forms, and keeps watch for
them until the multitude comes with Judas
at their head, then bids them, “Rise, let
us be going,” ete. Christ our Lord with us
then pledges our safe conduct all the way
home, whether on a stormy sea, through
wildernezs experiences, on the mountain
tops or in a garden, Let Him then do what
He will with us. It Is sure to be right.
“His will be done.” B. C. G.

LESSONS IFROM ABRAHAM'S HISTORY

The Fellowship of Faith in the Place of
Separation

Gen. 18-19.

We have seen in a brief way the great
contrast between the two preceding chap-
ters of Abraham’s history, and now in the
two chapters before us we also get what
puts in sharpest contrast the child of God
in the place of true fellowship and separ-
ation, and the child of God immersed in
the world.

In the 18th chapter we get four precious
lessons: 1st, the tent door and the feast;
2nd, grace alone fruitful through resurrec-
tion; 3rd, the place of revelation as to
God’s purposes; 4th, the place of power
where intercession can be made. These
are the features which mark the dwelling
of the man of faith at Mamre in Hebron
(chap. 13:18), while in the next chapter
we find the sad consequences of departure
into the world and dwelling in the midst
of it. Here Lot’s history shows the pitiful
results of choosing present material advan-
tages and consequent worldly associations
rather than the path of faith as illustrated
in Abraham. We see that there is the
loss of all true testimony as worldly place
and influence are gained; and when a crisis
comes there is no power to deliver others,
even one’'s own kin (v. 14). How often
this sad history has been repeated. May
the Lord open our eyes to anything that
would tend to lead into such 2 course and
deliver us from it. Blessing and the power
to bless are alone connected with the man

‘of faith and separation (v. 29).
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We turn with relief to the bright fea-
tures of the preceding scene with the
prayer that by His grace they may char-
acterize us, for we are to walk by faith,
not by sight. The beginning of our chap-
ter carries us back in thought to the close
of the 13th, of which we have previously
spoken, and perfectly in accord with the
lesson it taught us we see Abraham in hig
pilgrim tent doubtless in quiet meditation
as he rested during the heat of the day. It
is when thus engaged that the Lord ap-
pears to us and we are bowed in worship
hefore Him and scon spread a feast for
His entertainment. Pilgrim character,
communion, worship and service are here
all linked together in divine order. The
Lord finds refreshment and rest, then a
feast in company with His loved ones.
May we, indeed, thus minister to Him by
the way. The water may suggest to us
the Word of God; the tree and its shade
as affording a place of rest, of what the
Lord finds His own to be to Him, for we
are trees of the Lord’s vlanting, while cer-
tainly the elements of the feast speak of
Christ Himself. The three measures of
meal kneaded and baked upon the hearth
are typical of Christ as the perfect heav-
enly man, yet subject to suffering because
of the nature of the scene through which
He moved. In the calf we see His type
as the perfect Servant and Sacrifice. A
sweet and holy picture. May we know
more of its reality for ourselves and so
contribute to His own joy and pleasure,

Out of communion fruitfulness springs
forth. This is suggested to us in the pro-
mise made concerning Sarah. It is when
nature is found dead and useless that
grace is made fruitful and this alone by
the word and power of God. It is the
truth of resurrection, of new life and
power given to us from God. Thus com-
munion is ever the oceasion upon which we
are made acquainted with the thought and
purpose of the Divine Mind, thisiboth as
it relaics to ourselves the special object of
God’s love, and ds to the world. The Lord
graciously brings His own into an inti-
mate knowledge of His counsels. The se-
eret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him.

QOut of this place of intimacy there de-
velops the privilege and power of inferces-
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sion., We see Abraham thus engaged in
the closing part of our chapter, and from
the Lord’s response it is evidently pleas-
ing to Him that His “friend” should thus
make his appeal. There is the energy of
love in Abraham. He does not forget his
unthankful and unfaithful relative, but we
see how faith works by love in him. We,
too, are to fill an interesting place (1 Tim.
2:1-4), and who could be better equipped
for it? Has not God made known to us
His own purpose and grace for us? He
has given us peace through the precious
blood, has made us sons through faith,
and has given us eternal glory as our por-
tion. But then He has also revealed to us
the future of this world through which we
pass that we may be in fellowship with
His mind and otrder all our manner of
life in view of what He has given us to
know. It is in view of these things, which
find illustration in our chapter that we are
te be intercessors before the Lord. May
the truth He has impartied to us both sanc-
tify and enable us to be deliverers of those
ensnared by the world and in danger of
being condemned with it.

When the day of judgment breaks the
man of faith stands in the place of com-
munion and looks out upon the scene of
destruction. He loses nothing through
the overthrow, not having had one interest
or hope in those cities of the plain. He
had heen separate from them, his portion
found outside their bounds, a portion in
fellowship with God. Blessed place! How
different it is with Lot. All his interests
and possessions are found in the doomed
cities. He is saved as by fire, and all his
works burnt up. Sad, pitiful end! Truly,
the mind of the flesh is death, and if onhe
sows to his flesh he reaps corruption (Rom,
8:6, 13; Gal. 6:8). Abraham is after the
mind of the Spirit, and has life and peace.
Let us through the Spirit put to death
the deeds of the body and live, that as
thus sowing to the Spirit we may of the
Spirit reap during this present time the
joy and blessing of life everlasting.
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