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“ For Cometh in the ZMorning "™*

There must be thorns amid life's lowers, you know,
And you and I, wherever we may go,

Can find no bliss that is not mixed with pain--

No path without a cloud, It would be vain

For me to wish that not a single tear

Might dim (he gladuess of what you hold dear

I an® not wise enough to understand

All that is best for you. The Master's haod

Must sometimes touch life’s saddest ¢chords to reach
[ts sweetest music, and His child to teach

To trust Llis love, Lill the long, weeping night

Is all forgotten in the morning light.

Trust—teust Him, then, and thus shall good orill
Your trustful soul with present blessing fll,

Each less is truesl gain if, day by day,

He fills the place of all He takes away !

Rejoice in the Tord dlway

(Phil. 4:4.)

In an epistle of but 104 verses, in which
we have seventeen times the words **Joy "’
and " Rejoice,” this is one of the closing
exhortations. as though the apostle had no
more to add. Was his mind failing in
Nero's dungeon, or his range of speech
becoming limited? Not that, but he had
nothing more potent, no vital force for all
occasions like “* /oy, no storehouse, or
treasury of supply like the Lord, and with
these he challenges all Satan’s forces, bid-
ding us all to ‘' Rejoice,”” and ‘" Reioice
Alway.” He displays the banner of salva-
tion as that of Virtory!  Leaving the first
word emphasized, " Rejoice,”” we will note
the source or occasion of this perennial joy
—the Jord. How much it fills his vision,
and how fully it engages his pen, for he
knew that " the joy of the Lord was their
strength.”

1. His drethren are brethren in the Lord
(1:14).

2. His frusf was in the Lord to send or
come to them (2:19, 24).

3. God’s servants were to be received in
the Lord (2:29).

—Ps. 332,

4, Their jey was to be in the Lord (3:1;
4:4).

5. Their sfedfastuess also to be
Lord (4:1).

6. He refoiced in the Lord greatly (4:10).

7. The gruce of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all (4:23).

I.et us, then, note these connections, ful-
fil these conditions, and realize this great-
blessing of *‘ Aejoicing in the Lord, afway.”

1. Do we own our brethren as in the
Lord, those whom we are to serve and care
for, and whom in turn we are to exhort to
service also?

2. Is our #usf/ in Him as to all our service
to the oord, and to each other?

3. Are God’s serpants received by us In
the Lord with a!l gladness, without partial-
ity, and without hypocrisy?

4. Isour joy in the Lord, in the sustain-
ing of His grace, in the doing of His will, or
is it in the bright and pleasant things of
life, bright skies above and paths of roses
for our feet?

5. Is our sfedfustuess in the Lord,faith in
Him which groweth exceedingly, love
abounding more and more, and purpose of
heart to cleave unto Him?

6. Do we rejoice in the Lord greatly,
when mercies are renewed to us, when
those who owe us ought, yield it to us, or is
it simply in our chanoe ot c1rcumstances?

7. Then is it that we can have fulfilled in
our behalf the sweet prayer of the apostle:
“I'he gruace of onr Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all ”’ (Phd 4:23).

May we then rise up in faith to Him,
whose we are and whom we are to serve,
may we obey Him, too, with all our hearts,
run in the way of His commandments and
thus prove that *"the grace of our Lord is
c}.ceedmg abundant w1th faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus.’ B.C.G.

in the

When the weary ones we love
Enter on their rest above,

Seems this earth so lone and vast,
All our life's joy overcast,

Hush! be every murmur dumb,
Tt is only "' Till He come.”
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Be is the TRock;

OR, A SUrE FOUNDATION

Instability marks everything in connec-
tion with man’s world and man's day.
What obtains to-day is set aside to-morrow.
Fortunes are made to-day and lost to-
morrow. ‘Theories, scientific and other-
wise, are held by this generation, and dis-
carded by the next. Instablhty is stamped
upon everything in connection’ “with man.

The secret of it 1s that man is away from
God, in the darkness of nature, and dead in
trespasses and sins, and the prey of the evil
one, " who blinds tbe minds of them that
believe not, 16§f tThe Tighi of the Gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them’ (2 Cor. 4:4).

But when God is known as revealed in
Christ, the soul is brought to what is stable
and abiding.

Hence we read, ' T will publish the name
of the Lord, ascribe the greatness unto our
God. He is the Roclk, His work is perfect;
for all His waysare judgment, A God of
truth and without iniquity, ]ust and 1 right
is He ™ {Deut. 35:1-4).

Here, we have what is stab]e..
finds its rest here. Faithsays, ' Heis the
Rock and it reposes in Ilim. It has left
the darkness of unbelief ol alienation {rom
Him and now in the light of the glorious
revelation of Himsell in Christ it restsin
what He has done and declares that " 1lis
work is perfect i

T

“Whetlier we think of the work of crea-
tion, of government, or redemption, we can
trivmpbantly exclaim, "' Ilis work is per-

fect,”* and in that work we rest.

Then His holy character is fully main-
tained, and the soul says, ""For all His ways
are judgment: a God of truth and without
iniquity, just and right is He.”” In the
cross of Christ, the whole natore and char-
acter of God have heen full_v maintained in
the judgment of sin; so ' that mercy and
truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed cach other (Ps 8’) 10).
The result for the believing soul is, " The
work of righteousness shall be peace; and
the effect of righteousness, quietness and
assurance forever ' (Tas, 32:17).

“‘He is the Rock.” All else crumbles and
passes away. God is known in that charac-
ter, the soul rests in Ilim, revealed in

The soul
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Christ, and the mighty work accomplished
on the cross, and enjoys peace and assur-
ance forever. Allarcund may be ina dis-
turbed coundition, the whole scene may
shake to and fro, but God is immovable and
unchangeable, and the soul rests in Him.
“He is the Rock,” and perfect tranquility
is enjoyed,

As we have seen, the cross must come in,
Clrist must needs suffer, the Lamb of God
must die. Or in other words, the Rock
must be smitten, the sword must awalke
“against Tehoval’s felloms the Shepherd of
the sheep must be slain ere the sheep can be
delivered (Lake 24:26, 27; John 1:29; Zech.
13:7). .

The figure of this was seen in Moses
smiting the rock in Horelb, so that water
mwht flow for the thirsty people (Fx. 17:

5,6}, In the New Testament, we have this
comment, the spiritual application of this
Scripture: ** They dranl: of that spiritual
Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ™ (1 Cor. 10:4).

Solemn truth, that Christ, the Holy One
of God, must be smitten, ere we could be
saved. Por us to escape it, the stroke of
judgment must fallon Him. And eternal
homage due to His name, it di¢ fall on Him,
and because it fell on Him, it witl never tall

on us, We shall not come into judgment
(John 5:24; Rom. §: 1) Christ risen proves

our ]11‘31'1[1(_3.1210[1 for " He was delivered for
our offences, and was raised again {or oyr
Jjustification.  Therefore being justified by
[aith, we have peace with God threugh our
Lord Jesus Christ ”’ (Rom. 4:24—0:1-3)

T'he believer can rejoicingly say, He is
"My God and the Rock of my salvation.”
“ Prust ye in the Lord forever: lor in the
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.” or
the Rock of Ages, Isa, 26:4; Ps. §9:26.

Alas, that any should despise such a re-
fuge, such a hiding place from the storm of
judgment, such a resting place for the soul;
but many forsake God which made them,
*“and lightly esteem the Rock of his salva-
tion * (Deut. 32:15}. They choose the
world before Him, and many would rather
trust in the shadow of their own works than
in Him, and hold on to axape of sand rather
than trust lim, *‘ the Rock of Ages.”

Many have a rock of their own; but faith
knows, in the light of the Word of God, that
**their rock is not as our Rock, even our

enemies themselves being judges. In the
day that is coming God will say, ' Where



are their gods, their rock in whom they
trusted 7’ (Deut. 82:31, 87).

There are many gods to-day. Anvything
that displeases God in the heart isan idol.
There are, Old Self, Mammon, praving
pride and furions Baccus. All famous gods
that hold sway in the human heart to-day,
and keep out God. DBut what will become
of these in the day that is coming? They
will all come under Divine judgment with
those who worship them. And it will be
said, ' Where are their gods, their roclk, in
whom they trusted? .

Good it is to build upon the Rock of Ages.
Jesus says: "Whosoever cometh to Me and
heareth My sayings, and doeth them, I will
show you to whom he is lilke; he is like a
man which built a house, and digeed deep
and Jaid the foundation on a roclk; and when
the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently
upon that house, and could not shake it, for
it was fognded on a rock” (Luke §:47, 45).

Away down past self, and feelings, one’s
own righteousness and one’s own doings,
until you come to the Rock—and that Rock
is Christ—and there you find a solid founda-
tion. ‘The one that comes to Christ is the
one who has done with these things., And
he hears Christ’s words, they aftect him,
and he does them, they hecome a partof his
life, yea, they have become life to his soul.
He has “"dug deep,” it is no mere profession
with him, Le digs until he comes to the rocls
—Christ—and he Luilds there, and all is
well. No storm can affect him: he has
built upon the Rock.

The Church is being buill which is the
sum of all the people ol God in this dispen-
sation.  But on wihat is it boilt?  Peter, or
Christ? Let ussee—Christ asked: “"Whom
do men say that [, the Son of Man, am?
And they said, " Some say that Thon art
John the Baptist; and some, Elias, and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ve that I
am? "And Simon Peter answered and said,
They art the Christ, the Son of the living
,‘(_igkgf:’\’ There you get the Rock, on which
the Church is built, ** the Son ol the living
God.” **He is the Rock.” **And Jesus
answered and said anto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee (that is, who
Christ is), but My Father, which is in
heaven. And I say unto thee, That thou
art Peter {that is, a picce of a roclk), and
upon this rock (Christ) T will build My
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Church; and the gates of hell (all the
powersol darkuess)shall not prevail against
it? (Matt. 160:18-18).

Blessed fact, Christ, the Rock of Ages, is
the Rock, on which the Church is built.
Blessed be God, it is not on poor Peter, (a
piece of rock, as his name means), but upon
“Christ the Son of the living God *’; and
“other foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ”” (1 Cor. 8:11).

How comforting” to Lknow that all the
powers of hell cannoi prevail against ** My
Church,” as the Lord calls it, becuuse it is
redeemed by His precious blood. and
founded on Himself the Son of the living
GGod—"" the Rock of Ages.” o

And shall we not sing since such is the
case? Ah, yes; the stones might well cry
outif we did not. And does it not say:
" Let the inhabitants of the rock sing?”
Yes, it does, and they have evervthing to
sing about. Shall not those who are for-
given, and saved and brought to God, made
children and heirs of God, and sharers of
the glory and kingdom of His blessed Son,
sing their praises to God? ‘They are “'in-
habitants of the Rock,”’ they are “in Christ
Jesus, where there is no condemnation,”
and therefore praise becometh them., They
should “'offer unto God the sacricfie of
praige continually, that is, the fruit of their
lips giviig_thanks_to Iis name " ({leb, 13:
10, -

When the Christian assembly comes to-
gether, praver and praise should charac-
terise them: the one expressing their need,
the other their gratitnde to God For all 1Tis
love and mercy to them.

When we reach our heavenly home, songs
ol praise will vesound thronghout the eter-
nal ages.  Praise will be on every lip, and
every heart will respond to the tove and
grace of God to them.

Well may the prophet say: ' Let the in-
habitants of the rock sing.”™ JEA,

A Mace TWlon and Tost

The last Harvard and Yale University
race had a pathetic episode in it that ap-
peals to wore than college men.

Its record reads: “Sieadily en they came,
when suddenly a commotion was seen in the
Yale boat, as Griswold, the stroke oar, fell
f[orward and ceased to row. For nearlya
mmute, he sat motionless, bent down, as if
lifeless. Then he straightened up, and
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bent to his oar again, and a great shout
went up, as the Yale crew rallied for an-
other effort., But another twentv strokes,
and Griswold collapsed again and the whale
crew, disheartened at the fall of their lead-
er, quit rowing and sat dejected at their
oars. Yale was beaten.
. ** Griswold simply suffered from com-
plete nervous collapse. He was guickly
&¥ived, bat his grief was pathetic to be-
hold, All his men stood loyally by him,
and there was nothing but sympathy for
him even from the wearersof the crimson.”
The issue of this racestirred very various
feelings in many breasts, and deepest, per-
haps, of all, in that of Griswold, the stroke
oar. To him above any other, all were
looking, and when, after vain efforts to
bring color again to his pale face, by dash-
ing him with water, he fell forward on his
car, how many hearts sank within them.
The carsmen who put their hands with his
in concert with his pattern stroke, at first
were paralyzed, and guit thelr earnest
strokes, for victory was gone from them
and DEFEAT was stamped vividly on
every visage, as on all theiv words and ac-
tions. Then were their cohorts, coamrades,
men of Yale, past and present, with links
intimate or remote, and these two were
smitten with the fell cantagion of deleat, as
they thought of their college prestige, and
its possible loss this day. Bettersand in-
vestors in the Yale team, great or small,
from the multi-millionaire fo the ragged
urchin, these, too, shared in this feeling of
defeat, whether real or not. Spectators,
too, with eager eves and cranned necks, and
feelings high-wrouaght, and alternating be-
tween hope and fear alsoshared in the grim
feeling of defeat, as Griswold, the stroke
oarsiman, weakened, and fell {forward.
Parcents and friends of the ' Yale Boys,”
whose firm and courageous strolkes had
already scored a victory on this very day,
these, too, shared in the depression of de-
feat. But above all, one heart was smitten
and as the reporter gives, " "Though be was
quickly revived. his griefl was pathetic to
hehold.” How dashed were all his hopes
that day, how bowed his head, how grieved
his heart, and yet it is probable that no
direct blame was his, he may have been as
abstemious as even before; careful in his

habits, rigid in his discipline and training,
clear in his conscience and true in his heart

and frm in his will, and yet defeat was his
AN PR

orim lot. On the other hand, he may have
indulged in just one forbidden article of
diet, one vicious habit, but slacked the reins
of control for one briel hour Ly night or
day, dimmed his conscience, deceived by
his heart and wealened in bis will, and if
s0, his defeat was both in the race of life,
and the Varsity Regatta.

We cannot but share in the pathos of de-
feat, as men vulgarly term it, the fate of
bard luck. We share it in onr feelings,
because we have known in spirit, soul and
body of our complex beings, and yet, thank
God, we are engaged in a race.

1. The slurt. .

“3{ did run well. Ye turned to God
from idols toserve the living and true God
and to wait for His Son from heaven,”

2. The stroke.

“Amanist crowned except he sérfve
ez felly.

““.8v run that ye may obtain.
“elive dilivenee to make your calling and
election sure: for if ve do these things ve

shall never fall " (2 Peter 1).
P e -

“@ait on the Lord.”™”

Pralm 27 @ 5-14.

What means it, Lord. to wait ou Thee ?
To feel that Thou wilt never be koo late ™
To meet my every necd. So 1 can wait,
To know that afl is ordered for the best,
So I ean trast HW& ;
To gaze beyond the sirife—-and see the calm
With rainbow spirnned-—and then to hear a psalm!’
To bear the sting and paiv of every eross
Bueeause the *afterward 7 is gado, not loss ;
1 means confiding trust, whiclo looks above,
And quiet confidence - For Thou st tove !
Tho' beart be broken -~ -Thou cast biad it up
The' cruse be empty-~Thou canst B awy cup.
And so 'tig sweet to FWait upou the Lord,”--
Oh L heart of wine, rejoice in His sure Word,
Aad say ¢ Begone ' to every doubt and fear;
Step out with courage, He is ever near ;
IFar ahl he 1y so kind, 50 good, so great
To every necdy sonl--T0 ALL WHD WalT !

Rosg BERN
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Wleasing the Ming* ouars until we enter into that rest. ‘' Rest
to the lahoring man is sweet,”” and how

D . 4
* Grace is poured into thy lips "’ (Ps. 45:2),  sweet will that rest be when onr labor is

done, for until we enter into that rest our

The twilight [alls, the night is near; lot s Lo labor. llow can God’s people sit
I fold my work away,- still in this world of sorrow? So much o
And kneel to Him who bends to hear be dene in the Church, among God’s people,
The story of the day— and in the world, A lazy Christian, T hope,

is an unusuasl Christian; it is a disgracefnl
nal L-Dristian -

4 same old story, vet I knee
The same ol story, yvet I kneel thmu T e e

To tell it at Thy call,

And cares grow lighter as 1 {eel, ) “We labor.” This rest is future. There
That Jesns knows them all. are other rests prescuated, and God has
T T spoken of two others in this chapter., We

Yes, all! the morning and the night, have no less than three in what I have read
The joy. the grief, the loss, to vou and two oithers in the Word of God
The roughened path, the sunbeam bright,  Leside., The rest spoken ol first is (od’s
The hourly thorn and cross. rest,  The rest which God has. Not mere-

Iy what He is, not what Ile is going to im-
part, but what He is going to share by and
by with His people.

There are no nistakes as to this. Yon
never meet with the word " guess® in the
Bible, nor "I am inclined to think.” 1tisa
very wealk way to speali of Divine realities.

Thou knowest all: T lean my head,
My weary evelids close,
Content and g¢lad awhile to tread
This path, sipce Jesus knows! (

———

And He has loved me! All my heart
With answering love 1s stirved,

And every anguish, pain and smart [ GGod has not left us to be inclined to think or
Finds healing in His Word. ” to guess. The moment we enter the field of

_ Divine trath, we are in the midst of Divine

So here Ilay me flown Lo rest, certainties. It is a grand thing in this
As nightly shadows fall, _ world ol uncertainties to have certainty in
And lean confiding on Iis hreast, regard to these things to come. So this
Who kUOWSM verse plainly intimates to os that there is
such a people oa this earth as are here

Rest Tor the People of Goo styled t]ile “people of (fod” This verse
speaks of a special class.  God always had a

Hebrews 4:9, people und He has not left Himself without

How very beaatiful. The shortest verse  one now—a witness—He had such before
i the chapter and very sweet., Three the {lood, after it, and all through mwan’s
things are in this short verse of only two  history. and when the Church is caught up,
lines. Onec is that there are those on this  God will then have a people in that time of
earth who are spoken of here as the people  tribulation spolien of 1o tHe 18th of Luke,
of (God; secondly, u sosf is spoken of; and  where they are spoken of as " the elect.”
thirdly, this rest is a rest that remaeies. 'TE possible, the very elect will be de-
There is more than this one vest, for God  ceived,” but that won’t be, because thay
speaks of five rests in His Word, but this  will have the Word of God, and will be pre-
rest is a rest that is future. ""There served from thestrong delusion that God
remalneth therefore aest 1o the people of  wili send after this day of grace is closed;
God.”” Whatever the people of God have the Church gone and that d.wlul day set 1n,
got now, they have not got this rest now. the like of which will never be alter it, so
No, no, rest comes after labor, and lalbor s our Lord says. A day of tribulation, when
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men instead of repenting will blaspheme
the God of bheaven. Thank God, we shall
not be here then.

“TPeople of God..” Beautiful expression!
Wonderful statement! Have you any donbt
about 1t? Ispoke to a Sunday school teacher
this afternoon, who was full of doubts—did
not know whether she was a child of God.
Isaid, " A Sunday schooi teacher and not
believe the Bible!™ " Oh, ves,” she said,
Isaid, ""Oh.no. A Sunday schoo! teacher
and do not kpow you arce saved? What 1s
your object in teaching Sunday schoal?
Don’t you tell the dear children thatl Jesus
will save them? When you tell them thart,
one of tke little things looks up into your
face and savs, ' Have you eteraal life?® [
hope so.’” The little girl would sav, " That
is just where I am.’ 1 think she bLegan 1o
see, 1 left her to read prayerfully John
5:24. What is John 5:247 The word our
Lord speaks to assure us of salvation.  You
never read the Bibie aright unless vou read
it as e speaks to you rew. You lose the
blessedness of the Word if you say, He once
said it, The time was when e said it
first, but He says it still. It is the living
Word. Not hike the Laiin language, a dead
language for no one to speak, but as says
Peter, ** the Word of God, which Lveld awd
abideth forever "It is a great thing to have
a revelation Trom God, and that we have in
the Word of God. You have not onfy got
the Word of God in the Bible, but the Bible
itsell e Word ol God. Men say the
Bible is not the Word of wod. They mean
that all you find in the Bible is nat the Word
of God, but the Bihle is the Word of God
from the first verse of Genesis to the Tast of
the Revelation—this is the Word or God.

" There remaineth « sest to the people of
God.” A grand thing—there is nothing
better. You may boast in this, that, and
the other, but let us boast in this, that
throvgh God’s rich and sovereign grace we
are those designated the people of God.
Another verse speaks of " God’s children,”
and that means that they have had two
births. The first birth, children of fallen
Adam; the second birth, children of God.
Many Christians say they are children of
God by adoption and are afraid to lose their
relationship. I am not only a child of God
by adoption, but by new birth. Every be-
liever has two birthdays in the year instead
of one. You know which is the better of

FRIEND.

the two. You celebrate your {irst, cele-
brate the secdnd also.

" Behold what mauner of love the Father
lath bestowed upon us that we should be
called the children of God™ {1 John 3:1).
And the Revised Version adds, " il swuch
we aie.” This malkes it certain and real.
One might say we are calizd children of
God, bhut it isonly a term of endearment
but doesn’t mean we are positively the chil-
dren of God. But that Iittle word makes it
plain—"and such we are ’—children of
God,

No new birth is taught in the Epistle to
the Hebrows, but that the Tord Jesus by
Iis work on the cross has obtained eternal
redemption {for us, Redemption makes you
one of His people: new birth makes yvoua
child. " Redeemed,” as Peter savsin the
firs: epistle—""not redecmod with corrupt-
ible thinegs as silver and gold, from your
vain conversstion received by tradition from
your (athers, but with the precions blood of
Cloisi. Really and truly, intensely so, we
are the people of God. The way is very
simple to become one of God's people, bui
after you are such, then comes the trouble
to live assuch. You caunotsay T onght to
live Jike rhe people of God,™ nntil vou are
one. Weare saved fvst and then worle lor
Czod. You cannot walk until vou have your
capacily. God has created us anew in
Christ Jesus for good works, but created
comes Hrst. Before the steam-engine runs
along the line, it isa steam-engine, and so
Christians are created anew in Christ Jesus
for good warks, which God hath belore or-
dained that they should walk in them. We
are created anew lor these good works in
the Kpistle to the Hebrews, right on to the
end.

“eaple of Gud -—a people distinct [rom
all other people, separated from the world
—no more of the world than His helovedd
Son 1. When a man is converted, he is con-
verted out of something.  He is out of all
thut he {formed a part el before. Until then
he formed a part of the world: the greatest
blot, the waorst thing T read of in the Bible
apart from Satan. The world will uever
get right as loug as it has the wrong ruler.
The devil is the prince of the power of the
air. the " god of this world.,” The Lord
will come by and by and put all thipgs
right.  When the Son of Man you rrad of
in the S8th Psalm and Hebrews 2 comes, and
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we have the right Man in the right place,
all things will goright on this earth and the
Lord's prayer will be answered—"" Thy
kingdom come,” etc. The Tuord hasten it
in His time.

People are not born into this world the
people of God.  We are born in sin and
ghapen in iniguity,” born descendants of
the fallen Adam, and this does not make us
God's children but God’s creatures and
God's offspring. Tn that sense, we are all
His offspring; that is, all we owe our natur-
a1 being to God, That is one thing, and to
pe a child of God in the New Testament
gense is another thing. Awayv with the
notion of “‘universal fatherheod of God, and
that all are children of God. If all arc chil-
dren of (God alike. what is the use of being
a Christian® " He hath made us, and not
we ourselves.”  Made us—body, soul and
gpirit. I'hat is not what the New Testa-
ment means by “‘people of God.”’ See what
the apostle savs to these Hebrews in the Ist
verse of the drd chapter, " Ioly brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling.” "This
alone establishes a new and Divine relation-
¢hip, formed now own earth, but going on
into eternity. Let us reoice then that we
are the people of God and that rest, eternal
rest, remains for us in glory above.

Stand jrast in the Jaith

Apostasy is in the awr. It is becoming
popular to be infidel, agnostic, atheistic.
The brood of truth-despising. Tie-proclaim-
ing men and women, 18 increasing fast.
i Their one object, as instigated by Satan, 1s
to dethrone the Word of God, to darken the
moral heavens, and lead toa general apos-
tacy from the truth of God. HKvery funda-
mental truth set forth in the Scriptures is
denied or corrupted. The great mass love
to have it so, for it suits the natural heart of
man to get rid of God and His truth, and
set up a god after their own liking. Anv-
thing to exalt and decify man, and do away
with the feeling of respouasibility to " God
the Judge of all.” Blot that out by all
means. ' T'hou shalt be ws God,” is the lie
that takes tu-day, as of old it was in the
Garden of Eden. But it isa lie neverthe-
less, and proceeded from the father of lies,
whom ** God shall bruise under our feet

shortly,” and all those who have believed
the lie will meet their everlasting doom.
For God's anger will not cease for ever.
neither will Divine longsuffering go beyond
a proper limit. God will awake to judg-
ment, and “‘sweep away the refuoe of lies,”
and the once crucified, and yet insulted and
rejected Man, Christ Jesus, into whose
hand all judgment is committed, will be the
dizpenser of that judgment. ‘'“I'he wrath
of the Lamb’” will be {remendously awful
because it is the wrath cf the T.amb {of
the holy vicim and sacrifice for sin), and
God’s mdignation will burn against those
who have been the willing tools of Satan to
seduce and lead intoapostacy the multitude.

Not that the truths of God can be de-
stroyed, for " the word of our God shall
stand fast for ever,” though the fickle mal-
titude, ever ready to listen to anyone bold
enough to speak against God and His
truths, may be swallowed up in the vortex
of apostacy.

God has spoken of such men; He has
marked them off for judgment. “‘Woe unto
them. for they have gone in the way of
Cain, and ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward, and perished in the
gainsaying of Core’’ (Jude 11). Unmistake-
able is the langunage of God. Calaism is
man pretending to be “'essentiallv one with
(God '* (the old lie), and ignoring the pres-
eace of sin and God’s holiness, approaches
(:a with out a proper sacrifice. Balaam-
1sm is ecclesiastical corruption; men as to-
day, serving for hire, taking pay to preach
error and deliberately corrapiing or deny-
ing that which they have pledged them-
seives to kkeep inviolate: wickedness of the
deepest dye. Coreism is the thing fuily
developed in the open revolt against God’s
King and Priest. Thousands of pulpits
to-day are sounding the trumpeat of revolt,
and leading to that which shall ™ perish in
the gainsaying of Core.”

Countries that have for centuries enjoyed
the greatest light, are leading in this re-
volt—Germany, England, Scotiand, United
States—all are augmenting the forces of the
evil one, and bringing to pass that which
has been predicted long ago in the Word of
God. “The time will come when men will
not endure sound docirine; but after their
own hearts shall they heap to themselves
teachers {how true that is to-day), having -
itching ears. And they shall turn away
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their ears from the truth, and be turned
unto fables ' (2 Tim. 4:38, 4).

“Salvation by characier” says one; *“the
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of
man,”” says another; ‘“salvation is not iondi-
vidual, but it is the salvation of secie/y,”

says another ignorant, but c¢rafty Balaam-
ite.  Full of unprincipled cunning are

these men, schooled in the art of deception,
and their one object seems to be to drag
down the multitude to ﬂwg‘
whose judgment now of a long time linger-
eth not, and their dampation slumbereth
not” {2 Pet. 2:1-3

It 1s the honored privilege of the true
people of God to " stawd fas!,” in this state
of things; to ' Aedd fust,” and ** continue,

{in the truths as tanght in the Word of God.
To compromise or to surrender is fo put us
on the side of the apostates. ' e thatis
not with me 18 against Me: and he that
gathereth not with me scattereth ™ (Luke
11:23), is a significant word for the present
time. We range ourselves under Christ,
or else on the side of him who Is against
Christ. Whic/k is it going tobe? “For Me
or against Me,” says the Christ of God.

The Deity of Christ; the atonement by
His blood; the inspiration of Scripture from
Genesis to Revelation; the roin of man by
sin; redemption by the blood ol Christ, and
salvation by grace throuagh faith; heaven for
the redeemed, and the Jake of fire for the
unbelieving world; man's responsibility and
*God, the Judge of all.” ATl must be held
in the teeth of the enemy. and not surren-
dering an iota.

Weare to “earnestiy contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints.””  And “'build-
ing ourselves vpon our,.most holv faith,
praying mn the Holy Ghost, keep ourselves
in the love of God, looking for the mercv of
onr Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”’
{Jude 20, 21).

How timely 1s stich an exhortation at a
tinie like this! “"Marnestly copntend for the
faith once delivered to the saints,”” That
is, not to give it up, though one has to stand
_alone, but to die rather tlmn survender that

" which is really of (_:O(} Tt is worth standing
for. When (God has “'swept away the refage
of lies,”” "*the faith *’ will stand, and outlast
all the lies of the evil one, and will frinmph
when he and his servants have gone to their
“own place,”’ and where they w1]l abide for
ever. ' 'Tohelland back’ is but a lie of

_2 liar like yuto hin.

the evil one, and the one that proclaims it is
“Watch ye, stand fast
i the faith, qmt vou like nien, be strong
{1 Cor. 16:13). " If any man love not the
Lord Jesus Christ. let him be Anathema,
Marvan athy ""—acenrsed: the Lord cometh
(1 Cor. 16:22), K. Acomb.

Small and Great

Think with comfort on Rev. [1:18; 19:5.
I have enjoyed and becen streagthensd by
the thoughts that have arisen in my sonl
from such verses, having a legal tendency
to measure myself with others.

Be willing to be amongst the ' small "~
heaven has fitted itself for the accepting of
“swall” and Ugreat™? together. Do not he
uneasy 1f vou jndge yvourself little in either
fruttfnlness or devotedness or grace in
comparisen with others; be willing to enter
heaven as a “'small’” one.

The glory has made its reclkoning accord-

ingly. The * miltions of the saints' are
there, as well as " apostles—prophets—
martyrs.” T

All the congregation, the small ones of
Dan, as well as the princes of Judal, were
alike in the shout of triumph when the
glory appeared (Lev., ), Clement and
others were not Paul in the measure of
their lubors, la the love of Christ, and en-
ergy of the Spirit; but they were Paul, as
having their nanies alike written in the
Book of Life (Phil, 4:3).

It is indced a happy thonght-—the system
of the glory has counted apuon the small as
well as the great, as John 14:2 intimates
ihat the E‘amer constructed s house on
the very plan of receiving the saints as well
as Christ. It was part of the origioal
design. It was built as a many-mansioned
house, because all that trust in Jesus were
to be there just as surely as Jesus Himself,
Oh, the solid and deep consolation of faith
in these great and precious mysteries!

Watch, not to be drawn away from God
and His grace, by the thoughts and judy-

ments of those who are pway from Him.
Man's thoughts are always either in

different to evil, or judging it in hardpes
of spirit.
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Tender Grasg o zambs

Ha maketh me to lie down in pastures of Tender Grass”

.5ome fMinistry fvom a Departed
Zeader, . 5. Zpman*

LETTERS TO A BROTHER
(Additional Letters Next issue D.V.)

" Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the
Word of God: whose faith follow, consid-
ering the end of their conversation: Jesus
Christ, the same, yesterday, and to-day,
and forever® {Heb. 15:7, 8).

Laconia, N.H., Apr. 1, 1895.—I met D. on
the street, one who has been much exer-
cised, and in the post uitice was soon joined
by another, the latter an active Christian
worker. D. comes to my room. [ called
on the other and a Mr. W, by invitation,
having met at a prayer-meeting; after some
opportunity at his house, we went to the
Y.M.C.A, 4 p.m. meeting, quite a good
meetmﬂ for its kind. Spoke briefly on

**loved and washed us from our slns in His
own blood,” and non-imputation of sins, the
leader having read and spoken on Luke 7 to
end—''forgiven much.” W, said, ' What
would I have given to have read that tract

before now, ‘The Old Nature and New .

Birth.”” D.'s face was aglow, he had read
part of ‘*Deliverance,”” F.W.G., and en-
tered into liberty. So as we sat down togeth-
er, he said with emphasis: "* We need this
truth, and we don’t get it, it isn't tanght.”
When a man talks that way, you can tell
where he is—""taught of God.” After their
evening meetings several came to my room
and we had a prolonged talk. 1 felt some
lack of waiting on the Lord, but felt that
He had given an open door in a very new
field, where I was a stranger, How much
one dear soul like D. can do, saying to
others: “*Come and see.”” Wednesday.
night we are to meet at D.s. May the
Lord biess His Word, and may there be
nothiig in me to hinder His work in souls!
D. said, " There are a pile of tracts on my
table, but nothing like ‘Daniel Mann.’”
This suited one, '"0ld Nature’ another,
and “‘Deliverance’ another. All this is en-
couragement to colporteur work, and seek-
ing out the sheep and lambs of the flock of
Christ around us. Dear D. was in.deep ex-

ercise, and no one to help him. S.andI
are Dood friends. The Lord lead the dear
people on, and out to Himself. Let us
praise the Lord, He has set us free, and
seek to use our liberty in all things for
Him, walking in holy fear, amid the un-
holy world around. There will be rest and
joy at the eud, forever. We shall see Him
who has been leading us through all here,
as He led Jacob., He made Jacob’s life end
with an utterance of blessing and triumph
song that is got found in Abraham or Isaac
May we not §a¥ the song 1ﬁﬁ€m
and Jacob, and at the sea, end of Deuteron-
omy and of Psalms, and prophets, and cul-
minates in the New Testament. May His
fear govern us and the joy of the Liord, each
hour, each moment! L.et us pray for one
another that nothing may hiader that joy.
Pray for the work here, when you feel so
led of the Spirit of God., W.’s hospitality
was cordial and simple from the first.
Thy value the Word of God.

Concord, N.H., May I, 1895, —Hearing
how the Boston people were sending help to
Newfoundland, I wrote a brother there
who was MQWH (B.C.G.
and I), and purpose sending something.
The need seems to have been great and
doubtless still is. If you think well of it,let
brethren know of the opportunity to send
something. We 1o the Kast, naturally
ought to feel responsibility as to this. I
wrote to Crain to mention it in Boston and
will send word to B.C.G. The Lord guide
us to do His will. The Lord has helped
our Bro. D., the one so exercised in La-
conta. He came tn Concord and rejoiced
with us in breaking bread. Crain was
here, Too, and three from Bristol. The
Lord comforted us together. His Name
be praised.

Mt, Holly, N.I., Aug. 4, 1897. — Several
of us remained a week after the General
Meeting, to study the Word with Mr.
Crant. We got through briefly Paul's
Episties as two Pentateuchs:

"I 1 Romans, 2. Galatians. 8. Ephesians,
4, Colossians and Philemon, 5. Philippians.

II. 1. 1 and 2 ‘Thessalonians, 2. Cor-
inthians 1 and 2, 3. Hebrews, 4. Timothy
1 and 2, 5. Titus.

Then part of ' Acts,”” divided thus:
I. Chaps. 1 to 7.—To the Jew first.
II. 8 to 12.——1'\:.;:43:9[3_1_95__ eyvond.
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"III. 13 to 20:38.—Jews broken off, Gen-
tiles in their place. ~ = T

IV. 21 to 2B.—T'rials of the wilderness.

Earlier part in detail:

1. Chap. 1:1-11.~—Christ giving com-
mandments. ‘

2. Va. 12.28,—Addition of an apostle,
Vs, 1-5.—T13_gliving Lord. Vs, 68-8,—Wit-
nesses for Him, 8. 9-11.—The ascension.

In Roman_s. three divisions:

1. Chaps- 1 to 5:11.—The righteousness
and grace of God in harmony and the ques-
tion of sins. .

2, Chaps. 5:12 t0 8:89, —The new Head
and the question of sin.

question o2 sin

8. Chaps, 9to 11.—~TIsrael, as God’s chosen

people, sanctified to Him.

o T

I trust to get help in dwelling on the

~_notes. We felt helped by these after meel-
“ings. The General Meeting was good.

The published notes will be helpful. One
afternoon a good rniissionary meeting. Qur
open meeting, and the first breaking of
bread revealed our weakness as 1o waiting
on the Lord. "The I.ord belp us to judge
ourselves as to this and pray and count on
His mercy and love whosays: "1 am with
you.”’

Raven’s doctrines were gone into a little.
The Lord deliver His own from these false
and foolish thoughts!

I return to Plainfield and N.Y. (D.V.)
shortly.

We don’t want the impractical, weould-bhe

spiritual visions that easily invade the heart, .

and that trouble the church in various
forms, nor looseness either, but the counscl
of God and to walk in it. May we rejoicein
the Lord and follow Him, with peace and
joy and meekness and fear, in sober obe-
dience to His Word, and in willing service
to His OWHME;H_i_u_d of ministry, and
belp, for with snch sacrifices God is well
pleased. We are very low down. May
there be confession of it, that the Lord may
lift us up in mercy!

R e e

"~ There are four breaking bread here in
weakness and failure. The Lord show
mercy and help us, a godly brother here,
needing help and counsel, feeble in body.
Another brother (colored) says little, but
keeps his Bible in his barber shop.

The young men in Plainfield keep up
open-air work Saturday evenings, and
Parker goes up the mountains to a meet-
ing, besides, the Sunday school before the
breaking of bread, a missionary meeting is
also képt up,

""Halifax, N.S., Jan. 10, 1898.—The Lord
bless the opportunity to write to Mrs. W.
His ways are wonderful. He gives the
opened door in ways unthought of. It is for
us to use them. I found some opening at
Moncton. We had a good time at the meet-
ing here. There was liberty in the Gos-
pel, several faking part, and the Gospel
hymns verysweéet, two young men received
of late, keeping steadfast. C.’s ministry a
help. It would be good to remember him;
his business was ruined in the financial col-
lapse, and heis faithful and capable in min-
istry to the saints., -

May we have more of a chastened spirit
as to this great sorrow (of N.H.H.}, but

pa%f_(&i’n/mge. with the Lord, our helper
“gtid our joy and our hope. He says, "'1

know thy works.” ““Thou hast kept My
Word and not denied My Name.” There
is peace and unity here and with some,
growth, and hearty fellowship and interest.

We had at our readings, Rom. $:1-1],
which ends, you know, with a deep subject,
“Joy in God.” also Heb. 10, compared with
Heb. a—our High Priest as sustaining us in
worship, as sustaining us in the wilderness
journey. L.S. read 2 Tim. 4 and com-
mented, followed by another, speaking on
what it suggested ‘‘iudividuality,” let
others do what they would, {riends or rela-
tives., So Elisha followed Elijah, ''they
two went an,”’ the fifty only onlookers and
critics, and the lonely devoted follower fol-
lowing his Master, without the camp.

St. Jobn, N.B., Oct. 13, 1898.—We had
P.J.L. and A. E. Booth at 8t. Croix. Two
were restored to us there, who had bheen
away from us since 1884 happy to be with
us again, also a daughter of one was bap-
tized and took her place, a serious and in-
teresting character.

A few younger ones now break Dbread
with John R. Stewart and wife, of on;
at Bridgetown only two break bread. Here
there is unity and peace on the whole,
thongh just now offense has been taken by
one, who iz _remaining away. May the
good Lord work deliverance and mercy.
So busy is the enemy. Facing one who is
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offended is commonly like a ‘*forlorn hope.”
and we have such reason to distrust our-
selves, but “in the way’ God is with us, to
help us, and there is no armor for the back.

Tcrossed the Bay of Fundy from here
week before last to Bridgetown, and had a
warm welcome from the two brothers
there. I wasasked to address the Y.M,C,
A. meeting Sunday p.m., Which I did—a
good audience of both sexes. I took John 4,
and also pressed judgment to come.

The Lord comfart the héreavéd and mav
all our hearts be drawn to Himself from all
here.

Renfrew, Ont., Jan. 3, 1899.—M.'s letter
was truly in a good spirit; rightly deplor-
ing a brother’s fatl, not his gwn loss-—"" En-
dured jovfully the spoiling of vour goods,
knowing that ye have in heaven a better,
that is an enduring substance.”

May our hearts be fixed there, holding
tightly by what is here!

I heard or sinister tidings from M.,
and yet good news since, repentance is re-
ported. May it be godly sorrow! The
Liord show us mercy, antid our sname, and
deliver us from sloth and every leaven that
worse may not come. 1 trust the Lord
made use of some ministry in Qttawa and
Carleton Placz. In both places special
need, as so commonly now, in general.

At Calumet Island, sixty mtles _above
Ottawa, is a JamiTy of Lelts (Mrs. Letts, a
sister of John White). We are to have a
meeting there Jan. 21st and 22nd. T.
Letts was with us a Lord's Day in Qttawa,
alter a sixty-mile drive with a load of pork
and fowls; a nice brother. K. goeéson
quietlv and steadily. In Carleton, McG.
and W. show love and fellowship in the
work, a holy privilege to be of service to

such. e o

We had a good lesson last Lord’s Day p.m.
on the address to Philadelphia, and in the
evening Rev. 1. The Lord gave us cheer,
only three of us. That cold Wednesday we
were filfeen miles out driving, and visiting.

May we be kept in the fear of God, and
the hope real and bright,

The drinking 1o Canadian country ho-
tels iia sa¢t feature.

Melbourne, Que,, May 2, 1899,—Here the
Lord gives helpin ministry toa few. Mr.
P. got them to meet together, N.H.H. and
those with us, and an old score between
them was happily settled, those with us hav-

ing lzeen unjustly excluded in the excite-
ment over a ceriain case of discipline, pre-
w We all would re10plcegi4f2re-
stored toone another in grace and truth.
The Lord show us mercy to this end.

Pray for them here that there may be
ahility to pray together since they can wor-

ship together.
Igo(D.V.)toS., where one has to face

old sorrows afresh. The Lord give help
and grace to deny oneself for Hissake who
died for the flock.

Waterloo, Que., May 29, 1899,—We had
a happy breaking of bread here, and in the
evening a reading on John 15, with some

d@w‘gdlinesﬁl“not of the
world "—even as Helis not, [ did not see
you at the méetings. Weare fewand weak.
L.et us stand by to help. loving His Name.

Black Cape, Que., Oct. 6, 1809.—At St.
Croix we were in felt weakness, but there
was profit and enjoyment and fellowship,
and interest in the Gospel, to the last.
Two more break bread at Halifax and vi-
cinity, stirred up by meetings there, and at
St.Croix. We had about nineteen from the
States. I felt the Lord was calling some
one or more at the final meeting here in
June. A sailor who deserted his ship some

Aime ago, married a sisfer here with wus,
found peace, and js_now with us. he
Lord help us to rejoice in Him, and walk at
liberty from the many hindering sins, that
are so apt to entangle our feet, on the way
home,

A young brother at Sackville, N.B., came
to see me there, and we had a good time to-
gether., IHe has found out H., and was
getting help from him. T thoughtI would
say -~ Tothing, but in prayer together, it
seemed to me not right, so I told him all.
He took it well.

TR —AgSregards N.H.H,, may the Lord
exercise them as to their error. Bro. H.C.
is holding meetings about bere; was with
us at St. Croix and a help in the Gospel in
the tent, and went then to Halifax with
B.C.G. Pray that he may be led on and
that hearts may be open to help him. La-
borers are needed., No doubt a revival
timé produces laborers. When our hearts
arfEwarm, such are Ted out, and encouraged
and blessed in the work. We cannot choose
and ordain preachers—but do we consider
how we can be so cold as not to furnish any
for the work, or so rejoicing as to virtually
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send them forth, with prayer, and loving
care for them and for ir necessity. May
the good Lord semd bhlessing and refresh-
ment among us, far and wide. This is His
will for us. Let us not forget it. Letus
be sanctified and let us pray for a blessing
and vplifting! Personal growth in grace
and joy in God will go with desire for bless-
ing to the Church, and in the Gospel, will
it not?

Miss D., in Prince Edward Island, writes
B.C.G., asking him to go there, as she
trusts a few are interested. I expect to
join him earlyin Nov. {DTV.) for the work
there, as he desires a companion. Pray for
this, that all may be of the Lord and for the
conﬂrmmg of any seed sown. The Lord
.- give you joy in Himself, as you move in and
out among the men of this world, Maya
desire be indeed cultivated in one fobe with
Him. Meanwhile to be acceptable to Him
and to serve His own in the assembly, and
to hold forth the Gospel.

Bridgetown, N.S., Mar. 6, 1900.—I have
delayed leaving here to visit some lumber
camps a few miles out. Twice Bro.Benson
and I bave visited camps at the noon hour,
and last night we ventured out to one of
them in the evening at 7, and after talking
with them suggested a meeting, which was
at once assented to. The Lord gave help on

ings 0, Naaman, and good attention,
and an iovitation to return, We hope to
visit the other camp Thursday, five miles
out. May the Word take hold of some!

In Numerical Bible, in Acts, Paul's cap-
tivity in Jerusalem and captivity in Rome,
are deeply suggestive of the Pauline min-
istry made captive these 1,800 vears to le-
galism and intolerance. May we hold fast
and watch, and gladly communicate what
we have and be ready { laster's use.

The folly of the McGill students has
wrought much mischief, ** Asa mad man
who casteth firebrands. arrows and death,
50 is the man that deceiveth his neighbor
and saith, Am not I in sport?’ Let us
pray that this kind of thing may be re-
buked and evil checked by God’s mercy!

e

Horton Landmg. N.S., Mar. 19 1900—
One trusts that the Lord who has been
showing mercy to the sister will still give
help in affording strength and skill for the
required work. They are poor in Harbor
Grace (Newfoundland) and her mother a

widow. She wrote me that she could now
say she was saved: but since then she has
said po more. May the Lord lead the Leart
to Himself! Tt is interesting to bear of the
brother's enquiry at N.H,H., and quite na-
tural for them to so seek to quiet him, as so
many have been. May the exercise con-
tinue, and may an appetite be awakened for
Numerical Bible notes still further.

I came here on Friday (16th), having had
a farewell " camp ' meeting the night be-
fore, with a welcome., 'The Lord will bless
the seed sown. We enjoyed the work. We
broke bread together here in the family,
and one sister ouatside. Afternoon and
evening the Gospel. with a fair attendance
at both meetings. [ much enjoyed them,
The L.ord was surely speaking to souls. I
count upon His blessing., Another meeting
announced for to-night. May the Lord be
with us.

May the Lord spare Mr, Grant to us yet,
indeed! Thisisa great}rldi Trwould be
sorrow upon SOrTow tru]y But the Lord
is good, and doeth all things well, His
mercy endureth forever, Let us keep in
prayer.

It is good to hear of blessing on seed sown
in the past, the Lord’s encouragement’ to
us, "' knowing that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord.” Tt is good to be of those who
can say, as the believer can, “We see Jesus.”
What a blessed dawn in the minds of those
Greeks. ‘“'Sir, we wounld see Jesus,”’ out of
natural darkness. ‘'The world secth Me
no more, but ve see Me.”" May this view
gladden our souls more and more, until we
see Him as He is, and are like Him!

Concord, N.H., Dec. 22, 14900, —[ left St.
John ten days ago, stopping at Bangor and
Portland on the way. At Bangor isa per-
son from Black Cape At Portland an A.F.
T., always ready for a call, but tending to
error, and Jitfle growth, but [EE got Bome
help somehow. ere are a few servants
there from the Cape. If would be good to
look them up. There are but nine or ten
with us here. The Lord stir us to more
diligence and devotedness. We can count
upon His mercy, and tender lpve. Days
easily glide by, with but little prayer,
while, thank God, His Word is precious,

and His love, and the blessed hope.

Homs FrRIEND, Gac. year, in U.8. joc. B, &, Greenman, Editor
& Publisher, Home Friend Office, 486 Yonge St., Taoronto, Can.
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Somcetime--Somewhere*

Ipanswered yet? have
pleaded
In agony of hearl these many years?
Doth faith begin to fail—is faith departing,
And think you all in vain these fulling tears?
Say not the Father hath zof heard your prayer,

You skal! bave your desire sometime, somewhere,

the prayer your lips

Unanswered yet? though when ybu first presented
~ This one petifion to the Father’s throne
It seem’d it could not wait the asking,
So urgent was the heart to make it known.
Though years have passed since then, do el
despair.
The Lord will answer you sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet? Nay; do not say ungranted;
Perhaps vons part is vot yet wholly dote—
The work began when first your prayer was
uttered,
And God will finish what He has begun,
If you will keep the incense burning
His glory you shall see, sometime, somewhere,

Unanswered yet?  Taith ceqnno? be unanswered
Her feet are tirmly planted on the Rock.

Amid the wildest storms she stands undaunted,
Nor quails beneath the loudest thunder shock.
8he Arows Omiupotence has heard her prayer,
Awnd cries, It shall be done —sowmwetime, some-

where,

Three Measons for Sickness and
Death®
Our Lord Jesus, in John 11, gave three
reasons for Lazarus’ sickness and death.

1. IFor rae GLOrY or Gon.,

“That the Svw af fiod niight be glori-
Secd thereby™ (v, 4).

“* Jesus wept,” and thus He disclosed His
heart of love and s vathy, as e went on
to raige the dead by Ilis mighty power.
His tears were the greater display of the
two of who e really was, and what He had

]"R[

ND

“In oall our affliction He is
afflicted.”” Te is the Brother born for ad-
versity,” and "‘the Friend that sticketh
closu‘ than a brother.”

come to do.

.I BSUS—

"1t tells of One whose loving heart
Can feel our smallest woe,
Who in eiack serrow bears a part,
‘I'hat none can bear below.”

2. For rtan INncreAst or FAITH 1N HIS

P EOPRLY,

“To the iatent ye weay belicve ™ (v. 15).

Already they had ‘'believed in His
name,” in receiving Him and thus becom-
ing the sons of God. Later, He had mani-
fested forth His glory and again they had
*believed on Him” (John 1:12, 13; 2:11).
But on this occasion they were to know
Him as tge resurrection and thelife,” and
s0 believe on Him in a fuller way than ever
before.

3. For i CoNversieN oF My,

" Because of the people that stand by 1
said it, that they may belicve that Thou hast
sent Me ' (v. 42).

" By reason of Lazarus many of the Jews
went away and believed on Jesus Others
who knew Him not were won to trust Him
also. Thus our Lord Jesus, while here,
showed how grace counld trivmph over all
human evil, sickness and the power of
death, and since then, He has said: ““Tam
He that_ lneth and was d dead and am alive

ft)revermore. Amen, and have the Teys of
Thell and of death™ (Rev. 1:18). *“Though
He canse grief, yet will He have compassion
according to the mnltitude of His mercies,
for He doth-ngt wililngly afflict, nor grieve
the caildren of men?” (Lam. 3:32, 33).
“ Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and
God, even our Father, that hath loved us
and hath given us everlasting consolation
and good hope through grace, comfort yoar
heaits and stablish vou in every good word
and work " (2 Thess. 2:16, 17).
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The WWipstery of Suffering

The ‘*why *’ of suffering has ever been
amongst the most serious problems of life:

“ This is the cry that echoes through the wilder-

ness of earth,
Through song and sorrow, day of death,
...and birth : T ’
WHY 77

Our misfortunes are, however, but the
Divine occasion for a miracle of mercy as
our Lord once said of a man being born
blind, “that the works of Cod might be
mantfest in Him.”

# Thou whe didst fashion man on earth to be
Strong in Thy strength, and with Thy freedom free,
Complete at last Thy great design in me!

“ Cost what it may of sorrow or distress,
Of empty hands, of utter loneliness,
I dare not, Lord, be satisfied with less.

“So, Lord, complete Thy great design in me,

Give or reclaim Thy gifts, but let me be

Strong in Thy strength, and with Thy freedom
free.”

BGod's Jear Wots*

It is not the will of God that His dear
people should be in any doubt about their
salvation, but be fully in the light as to it,
and to know that they have ‘' the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus, wigh__ eternal glory”
(2Tim. 2:17} Doubts aTe not the expres-
sions of humility, but of unbelief, that re-
fuses to accept what God says, and that pre-
fers to trust in one’s feelings, and condi-
tions of soul, or a certain kind of experi-
ence, Some go on until the day of their
death, and then to wake up to the fact,
that "1t is all in HHim, ot is all inHim," as a
woman said, when dying. who had been
afflicted with sclf-occupation for years.

In Luke 2:10, 11, we have what we may
call the ' Fear not’ of dncarnation. That
is, it 18 spoken i connection with the Son
of (God coming into this world. The shep-
herds '* were sore afraid,” as ‘' the glory of
the Lord shone round about them.” ‘'‘And

the angel said unto them, Fear not, for, be-
hoid, Iéﬁ‘iﬁ‘iﬂﬂﬁé?_‘)i@‘lgiﬂi great joy,

which shzall be all peoplel™ For unto you is
born this day in the City of David, a
Saewvior, which is Christ the Lord,”

“as it was toid unto them.’

If the angel had said ‘‘a judge,” or ‘‘a re-
former,” or “‘a lawgiver,”” he could not
have attached the words ‘" Fear not’’ toit,
But blessed be God, he said, '‘a Swvior,
which is Christ the Lord.” And that
makes all the difference, Just the One we
needed, and such an one God provided and
sent, for it is written, '“T'he Father sent the
Son, the Savior of the world’ {1 John 4:14).
So this Savior was ** Christ the Lord,” and
the Son of God. And the Father sent Him
to be the Savior of the world.

Then the multitude of the heavenly
host, anticiptaing the blessed resunlt of His
coming into the world, said, “'Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men’' (Luke 2:14).

Can we wonder that the shepherds said,
**Liet us now go even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which 15 come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us.”
They had no doubt about the matter.
“* And they came with masti, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying ina
manger.”” They were not loiterers, nor
indifferent, but ‘' they came with haste™ to
see the Savior who bad come into the world.

**And having seen they made known
abroad the saying which was told them con-
cerning this child,” They became wit-
nesses of the grace of God that had reached
them through ** this child ” and they glori-
fied God as we read, "' And the shephberds
returned glorifvisg and praising God for
all the things that they had heard and seen.
They did not
doubt but simply believed and rejoiced.
Doubts would %WMme
here since God had spoken.

In Matt. 28:5, 6 we have another ' fear
not” which may be called the “*fear not” of
resurreciion. ' ‘The angel answered and
said unto the women, Fear not ye: for [ know
that ye seek Jesus which was crucified.
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said,
Come, see_the place e the L ay.”

The Savior bhad died, had by His death
made atonement, and was risen._ Death
could not hold Him, for He was the Prince
of Life, and He had conquered him who
bath the power of death (Heb. 2:14, 15),
that is, the Devil. The angel had rolled
away the stone, not to let Him out, but to
et us in to see that the womb was empty,
that He was risen, alive to die no more, and
that we are saved for evermore. The
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keepers might rightly tremble and become
as dead men, for that is the world, but for
the peaple of God, for their comfort and
assurance, it 18 said, " Fear not ye: for I

know that ye seek Jesus which was cruci--..

fied.

He is not here: for He is risen as He
said. Come see the place whmd lay.”

**He was delivered for our offences and
raizsed again for our justification. There-
fore being justified by faith we have peace

"with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand and rejoice In
hope of the glory of God?” (Rom.b:1, 2).
Blessed words indeed.

Again in Rev. 1:17, 18 we have the ** fear
not " coming from the lips of the Judge
Himself. ""And when Isaw Him I fell at His
feet as dead. And He laid His right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am
the ficsf and the Jast: Iam He that liveth,
and “wag_dead. and behold, I am alive for
ever more, amen; and have the the keys of
helland.of death.”

ﬁlz:at a wonderful word that is to allay
the fears, and establish the heéart of the be-
liever in perfect peace! It isa word from
the lips of a risen Savior, into whose hands
all judgment has been committed, the eter-
nal destiny of all hangs upon His Word, and
He says to the trembling believer, *' Fear
not.”

Oh, can we doubt any more? Would it
not be a direct insult to Him to rem=in un-
believing, when He has said, "' Fear not '?
Has He not died for us? HHas he not put
away our dreadful sins? Has He not risen
withont them? Does Ile not say, "' Fear
not,”” as He lays His right hand upon us?
Oh, ves, He does; then why doubt HHis
Word and thuos grieve His blessed heart?

Once more our God speaks. In Isa. 43:1
we read: " Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thon
art Mipe.”

A yvoung woman once tremendously tossed
with doubts and fears, was sitting on the
floor leaning her head upon her mother's
knee. Her mother read these lovely peace-
giving words; they entered the young wo-
man’'s heart, and they were as if the Savior
bad risen and reboked the winds and the
waves, and said, ""Peace, be still: and there
was a great calm.”

Mark those four things. God says:
" Fear not "—for I have redeemed thee "~

_can supply.
the whole company of the Jews to the One

**T have called thee by thy name "—'* thou
art Mine.” What could our God say more
than this toallay our fears, to comfort our
hearts. and to fill them with ‘:g_uietness and
assuragce forever”’? T

Then, lest we should be thinking of the
triais in the path of faith, where we have to
count the cost, and where the opposition of
the world, the flesh, and the devil is found,
He says, " When thou passest through the
waters, [ will be with thee; and through the
rivers,Lfﬁé—;shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not be burned; neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee. For Iam the Lord thy
God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Savior™
(Isa. 48:2), 'That is, He says, '“Having
saved you, and made yon Mine, I will be
with you @/l fhe way. 1 will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee; thou art precious in
My sight.”

So we need not fear, God is for us, and
not against us. We can settle this in our
hearts, and go on our way rejoicing. And
as we go be witnesses for Him, seeking to
lead others to Him, and by a life of loving
obedience seelk to glorify Him. Soon it
will end in glory, and then we shall not re-
gret any surrender of self that we have
practised while here; if we have any regret
at all it will be that we did not serve Him
more devotedly while in this l{Te. E.

re devotedly while in toig lif

Fesus Wept*
]

{Read John 11)

Surrounded by Jews who had come from
Jerusalem to comfort them, Mary, as
Martha had done, left them all for Jesus.
They could condole with her but they could
not help her. What a picture is this of the
emptiness of mere human consolation!
Something more is wanted which Jesws ondy
She turned, therefore, from

who was still outside the village. He could
comfort, and He could help; and He could
show it. Man, in the folly of the heart
thinks it unmanly 1o weep. He, who is Son
of God, would show He¢ could " weep with
those who weep.” ' jesus wepl.”’

He wept, but not because Lazarus was
dead, for He was about to raise him up.
He wept, surely, as He witnessed the“sor-
row sin had brought into the world. " He
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wept.” The Jews beheld it and said, “'See
how Ile Zoved him.”’ FHe wept rea]ly for
the Jrving who _sorrowed, and not _for the
head whe reste_dfge—l]hﬁr(\lemﬁwesent were per-
nmr::_ﬂim weeping, that when ab-
sent from earth, as He shortly whould be,
His people shonld count on His sympulby
when in circumstances of bereavement like
these twosisters. But He did more. What
no human ear could hear, that God heard,
and the pen of inspiration has recorded it,
He “ groaned in spirit.”” He manifested
before men how fully e could sympathize
with His people in sorrow: but Ile entered
info all its depths and bore it on His heart
before God. He wept before the _fewsand
groaned in Spirit before GGod.'" Upholding
all things bv the word of His power,” He
counld vet be occupied with the sorrows af
two of His people, and so enter into them as
to bear the whole weight before God,
Many around were weeping, but surely the
tears He shed conscled Mars and Martha
more richly than I THe @tténtion and sor-
row of their friends. The Jews and the
sisters bewailed their Juss. Jesus shed tears
and so manifested how really He felt for
them. His heart was discovered to the sis-
ters that day. and blessed be His name,
there is no change!
still. ’

' Who in each sorrow bears a part,
T'hat none can bear below.’’

—Selected.

CThe Meavenly Calling

“Weare dead, and our life is hid with%

Christ in God."”

*“They are not of the world, even as T am
not of the world.”

“Holy brethren, partakers of the heaven-
ly calling.’’

Here we have the grand reason {or the
saint’s separation from the world. Tt does
not matter what the world is, be it good or
bad; he is not g7 1t, though 7n it, as the
place of his daily toil, conflict, and disci-
pline.

Christians should ponder, we]{lﬁthp heaw_n-
1y calling: it is the offT¥ thing that Wil give
fyﬁﬂ'ﬁé]—l%\erame from the power and influ-
ence of worldliness. Men may seek abdstrue-
lor from the world in various ways, but

What He was, He is_

there is only one in which to atiain scpur-
wlron from it. Again, men may seek to
render themselves warear?4fy in various
ways; there i1s only one way in which we
canbecome reallv fZcawvenly. Abstraction
is not separation; vnor is unearthliness to
be mistaken for heavenliness. The monas-
tic systems illustrates very fully the distine-
tion between these things. A monk is un-
earthly, in a certain sense, but by no mneans
Jheavenly; he is unnatural, but by no means
&Ln\tual he is abstracted from the world,

but b¥ o means separated {rom it.

It is greatly to "he feared that few really
enter into the true nature and practical
consequences of their position, as associated
with the crucified and risen Jesus—few
really enter into the depth and meaning of
our Lord’s words, '"'They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world:” or
of the Spirit's word, "' ‘The Sanctifier and
the sanctified are allof one.” "The measure
of the saint's separaiion Jjrom the world is
nothing less than Christ; #.e., the principle
of it; looked at practically, alas! it is quite
another thing; but in principle there is no
difference, T he feeblest believer in
Christ is, in God's view, as separate from
all belonging to earth as Jesus, It is not a
matter of attainment, nor an object after
which we must strive, but a point from
which we must start. Many have been led
astray by Ihe idea that we must work up to
a heavenly position by shaking off the
things of earth. This is to begin at the
wrong end. It is the same error, only in
reference to another department of truth,
as to assert that we must work up toa con-
dition of justification, by mortifying the
sins of the flesh. Now, we do not mortify
self in order to be (ustified, but because we
are justified; vea, dead and risen with
Christ. In like manner, we do not put
away things of earth, in order to become
heavenly, but because we are so. We have
the heavenly calling independent of every-
thing, and in proportion as we eater into it,
will we be separate {rom earth. C.HM.

The wise in their own eyes may come to
the fountain of Scripture, professedly to
draw living water; but they go away with
an empty pitcher.

Hoami FrieNn, 6og, year, in U S.70c. B, C. Greenman, Hditor
& Publisher, Home ¥riend Office, 486 Youge St.,Toronto, Can,
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Tender Brass b Lamve

o He wnaketl e to lie down in pustures of Fender Grass™

- —_ — =

Zean Mard,

Child of My love, "'LEAN HARD,"
And let Me feel the pressure of thy care;
I kpnow thy burden, child—1I shaped it,
Piosed it in Mine own hand-—made no proportion
Of its weight to thine unaided strength;
For even as [ laid it on, I said,

i | sha.'ll_be near, and wlnle she leans on Me,
This burdén shail be Mine, not Ters;
50 shall T keep My child within the circling arms
Of Mine own love.’”* Here lay it down nor fear
To impose it on a shoulder which upholds
The government of worlds. Yet closer come—
Thou art not near enough—
[ would embrace thy care,
80 I might feel My child reposing on My breast,
Thon lovest Me ?—1 know it; doubt nat, then,
But loving Me, “LEAN HARD.”

Qur Home in Glory

**Called unto His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus'’ (1 Pet. 5:10).

*Things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him, and which are revealed
by His Spirit,” is the inspired assurance
given by the apostle in 1 Cor, 2:9,

Where are they revealed?

In the Holy Scriptures.

Linelo whom are they revealed?

‘Them that love God,

What is the DisTINY of the saints of God?

“Eternal glory.” says another apostle,
Peter, in 1 PPet. 5:10,

Wuerein does this glory consist?

Being with and like Christ.

WEU should De its influence upon our
hearts?

“To purify ourselves even as IHe is pure”’
{1 John 3:3).

1. The Future Disriny of the Saints,

Fternal loryv.  Glory! the very word
astounds us. Glory!surely that belongs, as
worship, to &od alone, "' To Hown be glory
in the Church, by Christ Jesus.”’

Yet the Scripture says: " Glory,”” and so
glory it must mean. 'Think of glory for
us, poor sinners, deserving ouly of eternal
shame. Glory for such as are ofien justly.
as we confess it, " ashamed of vwrscfves! ™

Yet it, reads plaluly enough, ** Called you
And so it must
he, for “Scrip.
tnre cannot be broken.” He., who dwells
in glory, promises a home there to all who
are now redeemed by His grace.

How can it be that God, whois *‘the God
of glory.” “the High and Holy One that
inhabiteth eternity,” can call us to His
glory, when His word pronounces His ver-
dict upon all flesh, as having “‘sinned and
cosre skard of the glory of God?”

Gracy is linked with glory,

There is but ene explanation.

It is this, and His word makes it plain in
Psa. 84:11, *"T'he Lord will a1ve grace AND
&lory.” TGrace and glory.” Tt doesn’t go
by halves, grace and glory and while glory
may seem to be the greater thing of the
iwo 1t is not so, for grace has glory init.
Stop a moment and consider it. Can you
take thisin? Graciz! The Lord will give
grace. " Are you prepared to receive this,
as a little child, to take Him at His word?
Yes, vou say, of course I believe in the
grace of God, and that the Lord will give it.
/)0 you, reader? ruce and He will grve
1t, is this your confession of faith, then?

‘Yes,” do you say. without afiy mental re-
serve, whatever? “Then here is what if
means. Gracr means something for
nothing. free, undeserved, unconditional
FAVOR, and “civix’ means imparted,
bestowed, not earned, deserved, bought’
nor paid for.

Now, then, we can go [urther,
is anly Aalf of what €od gives. He may
gives grace AND whaaf? Are you prepared
for ¢f/ that God is pleased to give along
with it? Yes, vou say. Then, whatis it?
Glory! ves, Grorv!! GLORY ! "No good
thing will He withbold from them that
walk uprightly.”” No good thing between
the points of grace and of glory that He
will not give also!

The sccond reason that makes us sire as
to this matter of glory is that:

(1) ““Weare carnip toit.)? Where this
call came from is the first thing that con-
cerns us. ‘{rod hath called ns.” “The
God of ALL GRACE.” This accounts for
the marvelotsstatement that He hath called
Us, who so deepiy need 1t, but never
deserved it in the least degree. 7

(2) How has Heéealed us? We read:

¢ Where unto He called you BY OUR GOSPEL

Grace
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unto the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ™ (2 Thess 84y, 7 ! é/

"By ourlFospel,” says the belovéd apostle
as a workman who was not ashamed of his
tools. He knew what that Gospel counld do
for teothers, from what it had done for him-
gself. ''Called by our Gospei—the good
news of salvation by Christ, of a Savior's
love and power, to ¢bfain the glory.” One
end of the Gospel fastens to the throne of
God above, from whence it has been let
dowp {for it is “preached by the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven'), and the
other end islaid hold of by the believing
sinner here below.

(J) To what are we called? Kternal
glory, not merely glory, great and woun-
drous as it may appear, but efernal glory,
glory which never fades, changes nor passes
away, eternal as its parent source, the
Eternal Ged Himself.

{(4) By whom does God call us to all this
bliss?

“By Curist JEsus." The Lord of glory,
who became ""the Man of Sorrows,”’ and
Prince of /Z/e who lay in death for us, the
High One come down to our low estate
in the likeness of sinful fesh. The »ick
One, who “‘became poor, that we throngh
His poverty might be made rich.”

Marvelous tale of GRACE and GLORY!
He, to manifest Flis grace left His glory ;
He brought grace to us, was “‘full” of it,
and of His fulness have all we received
GRACY upon grace. Thisit is that en-
sures that we shall as surely receive His

GLORY also. Pgrtakels of the glory that
shall bs: 1evcaled "Wwe are said to be and
‘“His gifts and calling are without re-

pentance.”’ That is, Henever changes His
mind about the grace that now saves us and
gives us glory hereafter.

The =xmneDom is linked with glory.
“Who hath called you unte His RINGDOM
and glory,” 1 Thess. 2:12 says. The form-
er our Lord assured His people of in Luke
12, saying: "'Fear not, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” We are called to reign with
Christ in glory in His coming kingdom.

If He had not meant us to share this
glory, He would not have called us to it,
and 80 wasted His grace tono purpose upon
us. ‘Whom He justifed, them He also
s.glorified,”; Rom. 8:30 tells us. Here are

several boon blessings of our Divine Mag-

na Charta. What are they? Predestina-
tion—God’s purpose, marking out for bless-
ing. Calling—the exercise of ITis grace in
the Gospel. Justification—the act of His
righteousness, clearing us from all things.
Iie is Just and the Justifier of him that be-
lieveth in Jesus.”” ‘These golden pearls are
all strung on the firm, strong thread of His
everlasting love.

“SATVALTON Is linked with glory. *That
they may obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Tim.
2:10)., Salvation and glory are thus riveted
so closely that thev cannot be separated.
The saved ones must ultimately partake of
the glory, and they are being prepared for
it every day they live.

Mrerey is linked with glory. ““The ves-
sels of mercy which He had afure prepared
unto glory’”’ (Rom. 9:28). This was com-
menced with the Spirit’s work in convict-
ing and converting us, and now goes on
in “‘sanctifying and cleansing us with the
washing of water by the Word” (Eph.
5:26)

CommoNTON is Jinked with glory. “'We all
with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory' (2 Cor.
3:18). Faith saw Jesus, delight is in Him,
draws upon Him, and also draws us o Him,
and then affer Him as well.

ArpLicTioNs are linked with glory. “For
our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far moere exceeding
and eternal weight of glory’' (2 Cor. 4:17).
All that we can suffer bere, below, is put in
contrast to the future and assured portion
of the Redeemed: the one is denoted ricur,
the other, "‘an eternal weighf or crLory.”

One has said: ""Oh, blessed men whose
very losses are their gains, whose sorrows
produce their joys, whose griefs are big
with heaven{’’

Suffering islinked with glory. “'If so be
that we sufer with Him that we may be al-
so glorified to,r,re’t/zm” {Rom. 8:17).; As our
f.ord oncesaid: " Ye are they which have
continued with Me in My temptations and
I appoint unto you a kingdom.” ‘‘No cross,
no crown.” Sharing the battle, we also
partake in the victory.

Sonsmre is linked with glory. “In bring-
ing many sons unto glory’’ (Heb. 2:10).

t Browght to glory,”’ implies a power
greater than ourselves, greater than the
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world through which we pass, than the
enemy who opposes our way; greater thus
than sin, the world and Satan and his
hosts. "This power is Divine, and vested in
the Great “‘Captain of our salvation.,”” our
Mr. Great-Heart, charged to sece all His
pilgrims safe to the Celestial City.

UnTo ‘‘glory’ is the affix put to our
call to us as sons, and in every relationship
we are put in. This is the Divine ruraNus
toward which we are speeding; our Ul
timatum is glory above.

ResvrrrcTION is linked with glory. This
glory is for our whole being, body as well
as soul and spirit. In the great resurrec-
tion chapter, 1 Cor. 15, we read; (verse 43}
of the body being''sown in dishonor,” and
then of being ' #arsed &e glory.”” Then the
Divine pattern for this glorious change,
for this poor frail, feeble and suffering
body is given us, "' Who shall change our
vile body that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body”’ (Phil, 3:20).

*“Vile” is not the true word here, it
should be, “‘of humiliation.”’ It is unsuited
to the tenant—'‘an unhandy bodyv for our
spirits; it fits asoul well enough, but a
spirit wants one more etherial, less earth-
bound, more full of life than this poor flesh
and blood.”

It will be changed, perfected. None
shall be there dwarfed, stunted or wun-
comely., The blind shall see, the lame
leap, the deaf hear, and the dumb sing for
joy. None of our infirmities nor de-
ficiencies will go to heaven, as Mr. Ready-
to-Halt did not carry his crutches. And
to being ‘‘raised in glory” is added ‘in
power’’ the weakness and weariness all
gone, and we shall be suited to the home we
enter, of GLory, being raised in glory and
power.

2. What, then is grorv?

What is it among men?

Moses prayed that He might see it: 'O
Lord, I beseech "Thee show me 774y
glory.! (God's answer was: "Thoo shalt
see my back parts: but my face shall not be
seen’ (Bx. 83:18-23.) His ﬁoodneas dis-
played was His glory.

The Queen of Sheba came from afar to
see the glory of Solomon, the glory of his
wisdom and riches, the glory of His house
and kingdom, and yet the Lord says that
alily of the field had even greater glory.
He who so clothed the grass will clothe us

with greater glory. Weshall be wise and
rich and honored then, but above all we
shall be like Jesus, and that will be glory
supreme.

{1} A glory of character Purified, made
white and tried, here below, we shall be
perfected in giory, holy we shall be and
“without blame before Him in love,” no
trace of sin, or weakness or infirmity.
This is glory!

(2) A glory of peifected manhocd.
we are "‘made a little lower than the an-
gels,” are subject to infirmity, are limited
as creatures in many ways. ‘T'hen we shall
be “equal unto the angels® in dying no
more, free from infirmity, shall see face to
face, and know as we are known. We shall
see IHim as He is and be like Him. We shall
have dominion greater than Adam's, wis-
dom and gentleness of heart greater than

Here

- Solomon’s, power beyond Samson’s, purity

beyond Daniel’s, and love beyond the be-
Joved John’s.

(8 A glory of complete viclory. We
shall ground our arms at last, lay aside our
shield and sword, ungird ourselves and
rest, ‘‘to go ne more out.”” Victory shall
be our warrant and our triumph shout.
War will be past at last, and peace eternal
gained, ""and promise and honor and
glory’ shall be poured upon the hands of
each of the warrior host, who have fought
beneath His worthy Lanner.

(4) The glory of Fivine approval. Glory
amongs men means prizes, rewards and
medals, Our glory will not he devoid of
what these stand for, atleast. The ap-
probation of Him, whom we serve and
love. The Master's Well done. 'The con-
fessing of our names before the assembled .
universe. His giving of the varied crowns
and rewards. His white stone and His
new name, and the name of the heavenly
city written upon us.

(5) The glory of wefecting Fis glory.
“This glory shall be revealed in vs,” as
well as to us. We shall both see and share
His glory.

(68) The glary our relativnships, " Mani-
festation of the sons of God’’ (Rom. 8:19.)
Manifest with Him in glory (Col. 8:4).

* Presented to Himself a glorious Church,”
etc. (Eph. 5:27),

As children, we shall be «f kome forever,
shall go nomore out.” ** Now are we the
sons of God"'; then we shall be sons ke the

X3
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Som of God Himself. As kings and priests
we shall reign with Him in glory and offer
Him eternal worship and praise. And
how much more.

(7Y The glory of assoriation with [lin.

With f5n! How much this word contains
and time would fail to tell it all. The glory
of His presence. Itis His glory we enter
into, His home we have.

The King delighteth to bonor those who
have honored Him here in a scene of dis-
honor. So Mordecai was led in triumph
on the royal steed through the royal city.

(8) But highest of all is 7%c judgenicit
of - Ged Himself. Our God shall be our
glory.

3. Woar nreeeris this © vision of glory
to have upon us?

The Lord setit before His three disci-
ples on the Holy Mount that they might
see that it was Hig glory, and that they
might count it excellent glory.

He wants that the spirit of glory and of

11

God mav rest upon us and fashion our lives '
lasbron our lives

below,

e wants to move us by it to hearty
gratitude, to fervent love, to unwearied
service, to holy living, to sleepless watch-
ing for Him whom we call our Beloved and
our Friend.

T.et us, then, '‘rejoice in hope of the
glory of Gud.” B.C.G.

Fesus TWept

Read Johwn 11,

Surrounded by Jews who had come from
Jerusalem to comfort them, Mary as Mar-
tha had done, left them all for Jesus.
They could console with her but they
could not help her. What a pictare is this
of the emptiness of mere human consola-
tion! Something more is wanted which
Jesus only can supply. She turned, there-
tore, from the whole company of the Jews
to the {#2¢ who was still outside the village.
He could comfort, and He could help; and
He could show it. Man, in the folly of the
heart thinks it unmanly to weep. He, who
is the Son of God, would show Hi: could
“weep with those who weep.' ' Jesus
wept.”’

He wept, but not because Lazarus was
dead, for He was about to raise him up.

He wept, surely, as He witnessed the sor-
row sin had brought into the world.
“He wept.”” The Jews beheld it and said,
“See how he Joved him.”” He wept really
for the Zvinge who sorrowed, and not for
the dead who rested: and aill present were
permitted tosee Him weeping, that when
absent from earth, as he shortly would be,
people should count on His sympatlyy when
in circumstances of hereavement like these
two sisters, But He did more. What no
human ear could hear, that God heard, and
the pen of inspiration bas recorded it, He
Lroaned in spirit.”  He manifested before
men how fully He could sympathize with
His people in sorrow: but He entered into
all its depths and bore iton His heart be-
fore God. He wept before the Jews and
groaned in spirit before Gon. "‘Upholding
all things by the word of His power,” He
could vet he occupied with the sorrows of
two of His people, and so enter into them
as to bear the whole weight before God.
Manvy around were weeping, but surely the
tears He shed consoled Mary and Martha
more richly than all the attention and sor-
row of their friends. The Jewsand the
sisters bewailed their /oss. Jesusshed tears
and so manifested how really He felt. for
thene. 1lis heart was discovered to the sis-
ters that day, and blessed be Ilis name,
there is no change! What He was, [e is
still. :
“Who in each sorrow bears a part,
That none can bear helow.”
—Selected.

He has said, "' My grace issufficient for
thee, for My strength is made perfectin
weakness.” The day mayv be one of trial,
a hot day; the way weary. not a green thing
there on which the eye can rest; the land,
“a dry, and thirsty one, where no water
18,”" not a single spring to the new man from
the ground; but at the same time there is
the rain from heaven. Nothing can inter-
cept that God, who commands the heavens,
can make a valley of Baca a well, and the
rain to fill the pools. All our fresh springs
are in God.” J.N.D.

HoMe FRIEXND, oc. year,in [1.8. 7ec.  B. C. Greentnan, Bditor
& Publisher, Home ¥riend Office, 486 Yonge 5t., Toronto, Can
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“He maketh me to lie down in pastures of Tender Grass™

is ZLast Mesting Place

(For tllustration see May number)

The first-recorded purchase in the Bible,
and the first burial, are together, in the pa-
thetic account of Abraham’s purchase of
the cave of Machpeleh, to bury Sarah, his
departed wife, in Gen. 23. He gives, we
might think, a strange reason for his re-
quest for a burying place—"'' that 1 may
bury my dead out of wmy sight” Three
things however bespeak the true character
of the man, and in greater or less degree of
any man of faith besides.

1. He came to mowurn for Sarah and to
weep Tor her.” - His heart was full,’and he
let it run over; he had tears within, and he
was not ashamed to let them run down his
aged and furrowed cheeks. Moreover, he
made it his business so to do, lorsorrow is
human, and unless God forbids us to weep,
because His claims are above all others, as
with Ezekiei in loving his wife, to mommn
and to weep is both human and Christian,
as well. But Abrabram, while his sorrow
was deep and genuine was not a weakling
who gave way to his sorrow as though he
had no hope in it. His was a horizon bright
to faith still in his darkest of hours when
his heart was sore smitten for we read that:
**He looked for « city which hath foanda-
tions whose builder and maker is God."
“He rejoiced fo see my dav,” says our
Lord and ‘" he saw it and was g/ud.” This
hope was two-fold also, for Saral had ' died
in faith,”” her spirit bad sefurned to God
who gave it, her soul had deparfed to Le
with Him whose grace lhad redeemed it,
and so all that called for attention was the
body or ““house of clay,” from which the
tenant has so recently gone, Hence it was
that Abraham

9, ' Stlood up from before his dead.”

This act was the energy of faith, that is
ever superior to circumstances, and is ** the
victory over the world,” in whatever way it
comes to us, or at whatever juncture in
life. He may have, forlong, been prostrate
before his God in earnest intercession that
his princess wife be spared him, or worn

with watchings as the feeble flame of her

life flickered and died out, but now he

rouses himself to consider other claims that
lay upon him. He had to ‘' do business
with the world,” and he who once refused

to choose for himself when there was strife

between Lot’s herdmen and his own, and

who refused the goods of Sodom’s king,"
fearing defilemment thereby, now refuses
the offer of the sons of Heth, of the choice

of a sepulchre, until it is his by purchase,

and “'was made sure to him for a posses-

sion.” Then, and not till then, would he,

as he had said:

8 “Bury his dead vut of his sight.”

But what can these strange words mean?
One thing, first of all from this may seem,
where as we say ' everybody d7es, to call it
s0, yet true it is, nonc the less, for death,
in one of its phases, is being "' cut off out of
the land of the living,” and to be ' among
the congregation of the dead.” This leads
us to enquire what we way learn of death
in Seripture and what we fairly infer*' our
Father Abraham® knew of it. First, God
speaks of it to Adam, as though it were in
some real sense to be understood by him,
strange mystery though it is, in the words:
“then surely «7e.” The only explanation of
this seems to have been in God calling all
creatures 7/ving things, wherein there is
fife.” (Gen 1:29,30 ), and death was the op-
posite of all that. All the activities of the
living creature ceased in death and the sep-
aration of the forces that constituted it
when alive had come.

1. DEATH s Lhe contrast to Lirs.

Life is activity, whether in the creeping,
walking or flying creaturés, or *'the liv-
ing " of higher or lower deegrees. Life is
a suitable condition to the sphere in which
God placed us, ' the land of the living.”
Life is the noion of forces that are pnt to-
wsether by God, who-is the Sovereign Giver
of life, for " in Him we live and move and
have our being,” ' the God in whose hand
our breath is, and whose all are our ways.”
Deatl, then, is absolute inactivity, asuitable
condition to the land of the living, and the
dissolution of the parts of which when to-
gether make us “living souls.”” Death,
then, is ceasing to be as far as this world is
concerned; the dissolution of the elements
that form the living and the true preface
to burial.
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2. DeATH 75 in contrast o T RANSLATION.

In the midst of a strange chapter of births
and families and deaths (Gen. 5}, among
eight old men who almost reached a millen-
ninm of years is found one, Enoch by name,
who is but little more than a third of their
age, and yet strange to sav, he did not die
as they, but was net, tor God teok tim.” No
mare is told us of the issune ,and but little
more at all, and yet how much it was—that
he pleased (rod, and that he had fhe jov of
knowing it. This taking Knoch is called
translation (Heb. 11:5), which is only an-
other side of the same matter. If God look
him, then it was from earth, and as it was
also franslation, we conclnde safely it was
from earth to Armself, and to Aeaven. He
walked with God when here, He went 7o God
when tallen from here, let those deny it
who dare, we will not. But if this one man,
the seventh from Adam, pleased God, and
went to God, contrary to *' the way of all
flesh,’’ and to God’s appointment ‘‘once to
die and after this, the judgment,’ of whom
is He a type or sample? In his fransiation
he is of all those saints whoshall be "' canght
up, alive and remaining’” at the second
coming of our Lord. And in his exemp-
tion from the judgment upon the world,
which he, himself, foretold, he is the type
of all saints in all ages, who '’ having eternal
life, come not fnto judgnient.”

If Enoch has gone fo (rfod, and home to
heaven where ail His children bhave, through
His grace, the divinely conferred right to
go. where did all #e resf go who vet ' died
in_faith, ” but received not the promises?
WHERE? you may ask, and shall ask, over
every open sepulchere, and where? alone
can be the echo, in return? But we have
further light then from the dead. The
Prince of life has told us. He it was, who
said that the Patriarchs, though dead here,
and buried out of sight were yet the living
whom God was the God of, for all live unto
Him (Matt. 21). He it was that rolled aside
the curtain of the world between us and
resurrection, and showed us a beggar in
Abraham’s bosom, while his body may have
had but a pauper’s burial. But best of all,
He told us of a Father's house of many
mansions, whence He had come, and would
return to, and where He was going to pre-
pare a place for us. Can we believe that He
meant that house of many mansions had in
it only angelic hosts, and none ol the re-

'deemed by blood? Can we believe that

none but fzoo of all those hosts were there,
to wit, Enoch and Elijah, translated there,
apart from death at all? We cannot, and
we will not, Enoch went there, we know,
for God took him, and took him Aowme, and
that Elijah went there, we know also, for
Scripture expressly says: he ' went up by
a whirlwind #néo feaven (2 Kings 2:1, 11).
But more, we know also, even thatas Enoch
and Elijah did go there, they were not
alone there, but with ' the *spirits of just
men,'’ to be yvet made perfect with us in
resurrection (Heb, 11, 12),

Death is a return to God.

Yielding up the ghost or spirit is but the
owning that the poor crumbling house of
clay can no longer hold its immortal tenant.
(God, who is the origin and Giver of life,
claims 1. He commands the return of the

spirit to Him, whatever its final dispoas]
may be, for weal or woe. The loud, bold
blaspheming rebel as the humblest and
most trustful saint in the article of death,
must bow down to God. All that go down
to the dust bow hefore Him, for #nonre can
keep alive his own soul” (s, 22).

They bhad not to look around in mute as-
tonishment, and wonder why righteous
Abel, after sealing his testimony with his
blood should be sent to Sheol, a pit of gloom
in the center of the earth. Later on also,
when Elijah is called to be of the council of
the King in the Mount of Transfiguration
he has no occasion to ask his companion,
Moses, who had been both dead and buried,
as to his body (and some would have us be-
lieve was in the pit of Sheol as to his soul).
How came vox here before vonr time? No,
my brethren, the Father’s house with its
many mansions was no new place, if the
revelation of it were new, for if it was the
home of the Father, it was equally the
home of all His children, and we make bold
tosay that just as three that we know of
going there, Enoch, Klijah and Paul, so
surely have all others in whom eternal life
was, saved by grace alone, bought by prec-
ious blood, born from above and redeemed
of God. B.C.G,
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Hfflictions’ Zegsons

A LETTER FROM A TRIEND ON THE DEATH OF A
CHILD

My Dear Sister,—

I thank you and dear M-—— much for
having thought of sending me the account
of the accident to your dear babe. It isin-
deed a sore trial to see one who isa part of
ourselves thus taken off at one blow, and
unexpectedly. Still, what a difference, to
have the T.ord’s love to look to, and to be-
lieve one's babe—as [ surely do—the object

of it. Tt is a consolation which changes ev-
ervthing, because everything is changed.

The knowledge of the jove of God, which is
come into this place of death, has bright-
ened with the most blessed rays all its dark-
ness: and the darkness even only serves to
show what a comfort it is to have such light.
There is nothing in the heart but light:
nothing can make darkness when we have
it. It isa world of sorrow; and the longer
-we know it, and the nearer even we walk to
the Lord, the better we shall know it to be
such. T do not mean that none of our sor-
rows are chastenings: we know that they
often are such to His most beloved ones,
as we see in Job. DBy all, save Christ, there
is all grace to be learned by them, asarising
from their faults and foolishness; for His
sympathies were perfect, and, blessed be
God, they arc.

He suffered for rightenusness and, He
suffered four sin, bui. bhesides this, He en-
tered, as taking bv gracea place among the
godly remnant in Israel, into all which that
remnant would feel as seeing the state of
Israel {of wilich they were actually part)
under the chastening hand of God for sin.
All this He felt as none else could feel.
His sympathy is as perfect now, though no
longer passing through the sorrows by
which He gained the experience of it. Be-
sides, it is only in the part which has to he
brolen and corrected that we suffer; a
touched aflection, when Christ is with usin
the grief,is of infinite sweeiness, though the
sweetness of sorrow. Itis only when the
will mixes itself up with the sorrow that
there is any bitterness in it, or a pain in
which Christ is not. But then this is all
useful, and what we need. The ILord
takes your dear babe to heaven (certainly
he has no Joss); what is the rest of God's

dealings in it with us—with ones’s heart?
He who has made a mother’s feelings knows
what they are—knows what Ie has
wounded, and knows why—has a purpose of
love in it. ‘There is a mass of things in the
sincerest of us of which we are not aware,
which are not brought into subjection to
God, which work and show themselves un-
suspected. God breaks in upon us; how
many things He shows—how many cords
Ile cuts at one blow! A whole system of
affection is touched: we feel that death has
its place and part in them. 1 unever saw a
family the same thing after the first death
that it was before. There wasa breach in
the circle. What belonged to the whole
body of affections and life ot this world was
touched was found fo be—mortal: it was
struck in its very mature. The course of
life went on; the wave had closed over that
which had been cast into it; but death, and
the affections which belong to this world,
had been found to meet. But all this is
well; for death iscome in. Besides, we live
in these things; our will lives in them; and
when the will is" broken, sc far as itis so,
it is broken for everything. We learn more
to lean on what never brealks—nof to lose
our affections, but to have thein more in
connection with Christ, less with this will
of our own nature; for nature must now die
as well as sin. But then Christ never makes
a breach, except to come in and connect
the soul and heart more with Himself; and
it is wroth all the sorrow that ever was, and
more, to learn the least atom more of His
love and of Himself; and there is nothing
lilke that, nothing like Him; and it lasts.
But, besides, there is uaseiul work by
it in our own hearts; and so more capacity
to know, and enjoy, and learn communion
with, Him; more capacity to delight in and
understand God; to know, and to know the
value of, what He delights in; more moral
capacity to delight in what is excellent.
We little know what high and blessed things
we are called to. Oh, that the saints knew
it better! to be with, and have common joy

and communion with, God!

Some have much of itdown here. It is
opened out to them. But all that is of na-
ture and will can have on part in this; and
often the saints, though not directly dis-
honoring the Lord, are living in nature.
Then the Lord deals with them, ** turns
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man from his purpose, and hides pride
from man.”

Oh, what a profitable thing it is to have
that hidden from us! And how complete-
ly it is when God deals with us, and
brings us into His presence, whatever
means Fle may employ for He knows the
springs and how to touch them. DBut, oh,
what grace is this daily, constant carel—
**He withdraweth not His eyes from the
righteous.” What a God to have to do with!
and all in love! And when the storm is all
past, the brightness for which He is pre-
paring us will shine out unclonded, and it

will be Himself—Him we have known in

all this tender care. Yet inthe bhrightness
of His glory, the glory of God will be its
light. We shall be with tbe Son, with Jesus,
enjoving as and with Him the brightuess
and Divine favor which shine out on Him.
And oh! how blessed the love, Jesus' love,
that has brought us there for ever with
Him, in virtue of it, and now in the full,
blessed enjoyment of it with Himself.

I do earnestly pray that this sorrow may
be blessed to vou and to all vour dear chil-
dren, that they may see how near death is,
but the Lord still nearer. Assure dear
M—— haw truly I sympathize with him.
A father’s sorrow, though of another char-
acter, 15 not iess deep than a mother’s.
You must expect that, as time passes on,
the present feeling of loss will diminish,
and, in a certain’sense, pass away, too. Not
that the affectionate remembrance of your
poor little babe will be at all gone; but its
character will be changed. and your living
children and daily occupations will make it

less abrosbing. This is natural, and in one
sense, right. Living duties have their
place, which cannot be rightly yvielded to
absorbing affections. What I would earn-
estly recommend to you is to profit by the
moments when the impression and present
effect of it are strong; to place yourself
before God, and reap all the fruit of His
dispensations and tender grace. It is a
time when Ile searches and manifests His
love to the heart at the same time. May
vou grow much by this—surely toa moth-
er’s heart—painful occurrence.
Ever faithfully yours in Christ,

& TZittle ChHild Shall Zead Them

During the great awakening in '567, away
in the West lived a Roman Catholic family
in which their was a little girl, seven yvears
of age. She was induced to go to a Pro-
testant Sabbath School. The {father be-
came very anxious abuout his soul. Once
at the midnight hour, he arose in an agony,
he begged his wife to pray for him as he
said he did not know how to pray for him-
self, She told him she could not pray any
better than he could. What shalll do then?
** Perhaps,” said she, " our little Mary can
pray"” The father went up to her chamber
where she was fast asleep, and took her up
from the bed in his arms, and bore her
down stairs; putting her gently down he
said to her in great earnestness, “"Mary can
von pray?’’ ' Oh yes, father I can pray.”
Will you kneel down and pray for your
father? Yes, I will pray for you. So she
kneeled, put up her little hands and said:
* Our Father which art in heaven,” etc.
going through with the Lerd’s prayer.
Then she prayed for her father in her own
language, asking God to have mercy on
him and to pardon all his sins for Jesus
Christ’s salke. When she had finished her
prayer her father said to her, ** Mary, can
you read in your Bible?”

“Oh yes, father, T can read. Shall I
read to you in my Bible?’” "Yes read to
me.”” She began at the third of John. She
read till she came to that verse, ' As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so much the Son of man be lifted up;
that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.”” "0, Mary,”’
said he. ‘'is that true?’’ '‘ Yes, father it is
here, Jesus Christ said s0.”” ‘' Well that is
just what I, vour poor father needs.”
** Yes, father, hear the rest of it, ' For God
so loved the world,” etc.” “*Olthat is for
me."” Whosoever believeth in Him, I can
believe in Him, I do believe in Him, and
trom that hour the father went on his way
rejoicing with great joy.—Sel. G.R. Hor-
ner.

HoME Fnﬁmnu, Goc. year,in U.S.70c. B. C. Greenman, Bditor
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JBethany

Who is this in silence bending

O'er a dark, sepulchral cave,
Sympathetic sorrow blending

With the tears around that grave?
Christ the Lord is standing by

At the tomb of Bethany.

When the pangs of trial seize us,
When the waves of sorrow roll,
I will lay my head on Jesus,
Pillow of the troubled soul,
Lord, if I am called to die,
Let me think on Bethany,

Jesus wept, and now in glory

He can mark the mourner’s tear,
Loving to retrace the storv

Of the hearts He solaced here:
Surely none can feel like Thee

Weeping one of Bethanv.

Jesus wept, honest tears of sorrow
Are a legacy of love,
Yesterday, to-day, to-morrow
He the same coth ever prove,
Thou art all in all to me
Living One in Bethany.

Family Praper

A Christian, who for many years, had
engaged in family prayer and having his
apprenticies in also when his business in-
creased, thought that hisrising prayer with
his wife not suffice for the day, and his
once lively conscience was now almaost saved
as a result.

Just then he received a letter from a
voung man who had been his apprentice,
ere he had nmitted family prayer, in which
were the words: “‘Ob myv dear master
never shall I be able to thank you sufficient-
ly for the precious privilege which I en-
joyed in your family devotions! Eternity
will be too short to praise my God for what
I learnt there, Then I first saw myself a
lost and wretched sinner, and Lknew the
way of salvation, and first experienced the
preciousness of Christ in me, the hope of

glory. Oh, sir! permit me to say, never,
never neglect thuse precious engagements:
you have got a family and more appren-
tices: may your house be the birthplace of
their souls.”’

"I could read no furher,” he writes,
every line flashed condemnation in my
face. I fled for refuge in secret, and spread
the letter before God. Light broke in and
the sense of the Lord’s restoring grace. 1
flew to my family, presented them before
the Lord, and from that day we have been
faithful in this respect, and am determined,
through grace, that whenever my business
becomes so large as to interrupt family
praver,I will give up the superflous part,
and so retain my devotions. Better to losea
little than be the deliberate robber of
my family and of my own soul,”

(¥

Faith adds new charms to earthly bliss,
And saves me from itls snares;

Its aid in every duty brings
And softens all my cares.

& Dap at Pigeon JBap

We had overheard a fellow-traveler on
our way saying: ''Ah, itsa hard place is
Pigeon Bay,” and to this we agree. Being
driven over the high range of hills that di-
vide the outside bays from the inner ones,
we walked on to our friend’s, who had
lately been led to rest and peace in the
Christchurch Meetings, and were heartily
welcomed. As we still had a margin of
time ere tea, we then retraced our steps
to visit a few, and with the following result,
in the present, at least.

At one house, an elderly lady met us at
the doer, and spoke freely of her recent
stroke, which might end seriously, bunt
when we aimed to get before her our L.ord
Jesus as the soul’s resting-place, she at once
struck off from it with the enquiry: ** What
kind of religion are ye, what denomina-
tion?"’ naming several of them to help our
memories. We assured ber that we were sim-
pily Gospellers, who believed that our
Lord’s name who had saved us wasan qll-
sufficient center for us also, and to Him
alone we gathered. She next said she liked
them all, " Mormons and everv kind, for
they were all Christians.”’ ‘To this we de-
murred, however, for if denominations are
s0 important that souls will hardly listen to
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the Gospel message without bringing them
in then they certainly should represent
some definite Scripture teaching in order
to make any claim on the consciences of
true Christians. Pressing on this aged
lady the prime importance of first receiv-
ing the Gospel, and next of holding fast to
the Word of God and also refusing all that
is contrary fo it, we passed on our way. As
our Lord Jesus *'loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity,’’ so we must learn to do the
same, for all His ways are right!

At the pext place, on offering alittle Gos-
pel paper, a lady bade us welcome in, but
enquiring: ' I hope you are not Mormons.”
"“No,’? we replied. "'we are not, thank God,
and we fully appreciate your enguiry, as
we have no sympathy with Mormons, be-
canse of their evil doctrines and practices.
We do clasp hands wwith all who love our
Tord Jesus Christ, and who stand for the
truth of His person and work, but we can
have no fellowship with those who deny the
faith. With a few more words about the
Gospel which saves us we parted.

At night, we had a small but interested
company in the Gospel, when we had the
sweet story ol the passover, and God's
only and sure way of salvation. How when
He said: "Take a Lamb,” He presented
what /F7s way was.- When He told them fur-
ther the kind of a lamb, unblemished and
without a spot, and thev selected one that
answered to His requirement it could then
be called “"the Lamb.”” When, next, it
was kept up the four days until its sacrifice
and the sprinkling of the blood, by which
they were sheltered from judgment to
come, it was then called "*your Lamb.”
Oh, that all who own their need of a Sav-
ior, may soon be brought to see in the Lord
Jesus #ke Savior, and by trusting Him to
rejoice in Him as their Savior. May the
reader, if not before, change¢ the indefinite
article (A) to the definite article (THE),
and then to the possessive pronoun ' My,

B.C.G.

Jaith

1. Is the girt of God.
“He giveth to all men liberally and up-
braideth not (Jas. 1:5). It “‘cometh by

tearing, and hearing by the Word of God”
{Rom. 10:17).

2. Works by love. ’

“To you which believe He is precious”
(1 Peter 2:1). ‘' Believing ye¢ rejoice with
joy nnspeakable and full of glory’ (1 Peter
1:8).

8. Promotes inward purity.

“God put no difference between them
and us purifving theor hearts by faith”
(Acts 15:9; 1 John 3:2, 3).

4, Gives joy, peace and hope.

“Now the God of hope fill you with all

Joy and peace in believing, that ye may

abound in Zepe through the power of the
Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15:13).

5. Produces holy obedicnce.

“1f ye love Me, keep my commandments”
(John 15). ‘I will show thee my faith by
my works. Faith without works is dead”
(Jas, 2:19).

6. Js the power of Uhristian life.

" Life by the faith of the Son of God, who
Joved me and guve Himself for me' (Gal.
2:20).

7. Conguers the world.

“This is the zéefory that overcometh the
world, even our faith” {1 John 5:4).

8, Produces Fortitude.

“I had fainted unless I had believed to see
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the
living” (Ps. 27:18). "Kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation’ (1
Peter 1:3).

Q. Congucrs the cuemy.

“* Taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ve shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked one’ (Eph. 6:16).

10. Faith sustuins amid affficlions.

“Qur light afflictions werketh forusa
far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory, whbile we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not
seen,” etc. (2 Cor. 4:18).

The afonement of Christ is the object of
our trust.

The person of Christ is the object of our
worship.

The example of Christ isthe objectof our
imitation.

The swuccor of Christ is the object of
our bemng tempted.

The coming of Christisthe object of our
hope. )

The glory of Christ is the object of our
expectation.
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8 Father's praper @nswered

Capt. Mitchell K., a sea-captain, after
his marriage, went to sea, and one day
committed to writing a praver for the tem-
poral and eternal happinness of his be-
loved wife and unknown babe,. It was put
with his other writings in the bottom of an
oak chest. He died before the end of the
voyage and his instruments and papers re-
turned to his wife. Finding they were gen-
erally what she could not understand, she
locked up her chest for her babe, who was
a son, at some future period. At eighteen
this son entered the army, gave the reias
to his lusts and lived for many years in sin.
At length, called to his mother’s death-bed
she gave him the key fo his father’s chest,
which, however, he did not open, lest he
should meet with something religions that
would reprove his sins. At length, in his
fifty-sixth year, he determined to examine
its contents., When he reached the bottom,
he discovered a paper endorsed ' The
prayer of Mitchel K.—f{or blessing on his
wife and child, Aug. 284, 1757, He read
it. 'The scene, the time, the place and cir-
cumstances of . it overwhelmed him, for
often had his widowed mother led him to
the beach and peinted out to him the di-
rection where she had hat the last sight of
. his father’s vessel, He put all back in the
chest, determined never again to unleck it.
His father’s prayer still haunted him, how-
ever, until his distress hecame extreme and
his friends tried in vain to comflort bhim.
The prayer had inflicted a wound which
the Great Physician of souls only conld
heal. He hecame a true Christian, and
lived a humble and consistent Life.

A TWarning

The history of Lot stands oul asa very
solemn warning to each of us as the chil-
dren of God, and saysin language unmis-
takeable, "' Baware of worldliness™'!

First, he suffered daily vexation for his
righteous soul through the filthy couversa-
tion and unlawful deeds of those ungodly
people of Sodom, 2 Peter 2:7, 8. Second,
he escaped from its awful judgment, but at
the expense of the loss of his wife, and all
his possessions which he prized, and for
which he went there, Gen. 19, Third,

his daughters were so corrupted with the
horrible wickedness of the place, that his
history closed with the foulest blot that
could defile the name of one whom Scrip-
ture calls righteous: and as a legacy he left
the bitter enemies of the people of Ged,
Gen. 13. What a history!

**The way of the transgressor,” Prov.
13:15. It isa steep hill away from God.
“The world, the flesh and the devil,”
without, soon find an answer within in the
heart that has turned away from Him.
Then the various stages are soon reached,
" earthly, sensnal, devilish.” "The victim
i§ allured at the top by pleasure, and
janded at the bottom in pain.

Poor Lot! what must his feelings have
heen when the wine was gone out of him
and the truth was known? Surely he must
have felt like another Nabal, "' his heart
died within him and he became as a stone,”
1 Sam, 25:37. We must heware of the first
buddings of worldliness. OQur only safety
is in keeping near the Lord in the enjoy-
ment of our heavenly portion; then all here
will fail to attract; otherwise we shall ' fall
into the snare of the devil.” '‘Hold thou
me up and I shall be safe,” must be the lan-
guage of our hearts, W.E.

The Mail

(Isaiah 22:23, 24.)

“1 will fasten him asa nail in a sure
place: and he shall be for a glorious throne
to his fathers’ house, and they shall hang
npon him all the glory of his father’s house,
the offspring and the issue, all vessels of
small quantity, [rom the vessels of cups,
even to all the vessels of flagons.”’

There is one nail fastened in a sure place
and there the flagons hang and the cups,
too. ‘"Oh,” says one of the little cups, I
am so little, and so black; suppose I should
drop.” The flagun says, "' I am so heavy.
s0 weighty, suppose Ishonld drop.”” One
cup says, ' LE T felt like that golden cup I
should never fear falling.” And the gold
cup answers. "It is not my being a gold cup
keeps me, but its all by the nail! If the nail
comes down, we all go! gold cup or pewter
cup.”” Butso long as the nail remains, the
cups all hang safely.

A sure place, Christ, on whom we hang,
Isa, 22:23,
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A sure founndation, Christ, on whom we
build, {Tas. 28:18).

A sure dweiling,
live, Isa. 32:18,

Sure bread, Christ, on whom
Isa. 33:16.

Sure mercies, Christ on, whom we trust.

Christ, in whom we

we feed,

Some Thonughts on Propitiation

Briefly I would state what appears to be
Scriptural presentation of the subject
which is the substance of this paper. In
doing so it is without any irntention of con-
troversy. and hardiy knowing much that
has been written on it; but as believing
that the guiet investigation of the Word of
God, in  dependence upon Him who has
given it, must result in the confirmation
of the truth to our s This is alike the
privilege and responsibility of every child
of God. ' Prove all things’’ is surely to be
done by the one infallible test of truth, the
Word of God.

To avoid misundersianding, I wonld be-
gin by stating that the cross and sulferings
of our Lord Jesus Christ are the one only
basis of our relations with God, and the
foundation ot all God's ways of grace, as
well as the basis of stability of the now
beavens and earth, which eternally will
abide. to the glory of God and the blessing
of the redeemed. A work indeed alone in
the history of the universe, and which will
be the frpitlul theme of worship and praise
‘forever /

On the CTOsS, the Sinless One was made
sin {or a sin-offering) for us, and in the
place of sin-bearing, was given to measure
the terrible distance sin had brought in
between man and God in His holiness.
There the just judgment of God for sin
was borne by the Ioly One of God, and the
cup of wrath was drained by Him to the
bottom. Because of His uinfallmu piety in
that solemn hour He was " Héard, and fhe
righteousness of God which when made sin
for us, brought Him _to the dust of death,
was now debtor, God, having been plorified
in Him, to hear His cry and deliver Him;
and His resurrection the third day and the
subsequent ascension to the righf hand of
ﬂ;e Majesty in the heavens, be’usmtuess to
ths.

The cross of Christ being the center, we

——

have two of the principal resnlts as follows:
Man’s sin 15 atoned for, or covered. by the
blood of Christ; this is the direct result for
those who have true faith; the otherside is,
that propitiation is made in the heavenly
sanctuary by the entrance of the high
priest there, in the power or value of that
precious offering of Himself without spot
to God. e

In Leviticus 16 we have the word “atone-
ment,”’ or the effect of covering man’s sin
from the eye of God. This is because it
was the suited aspect of that work for the
people.  Yeton the Day of Atonement the
High Priest did that which in the New
Testament is called ' propitiation,” which
seems to be effected by the entrance of the
High Priest into heaven, to do what was
typically represenfing the blood sprinkled
upon and before the ‘' propitiatory’ or
mercy-seat. Sin had been atoned for, and
propitiation offered to the insulted majesty
of heaven. The latter being the aspect
godward, and the former manward, and
these are not to be confounded, still less
set the one against the other. May we
have reverent hearts in considering so holy
and precious a theme. The subjoined
considerations may be worth noting in
this connection.

Hilasterion was the golden cover of the
ark or " propitiatory,” the place where
the blood was sprinkled upon.if_oqce, and
before it seven times. In Romans 3, Christ
is set Torth as thiga propitiation through
faith in His blood. This mercy-seat was in
heavep and not on earth, save as in the
type, the sanctuary was so placed—“the
tent which He pliched among men.” In
this case even it was a figare of heavenly
things, ‘‘of good thing§ to come’ (Heb.
9:0).

Hilaskomai was ' to prapitiate,’” and was
done withh the blood of the victim, which
made atonement for sin in the Most Holy
Place, where the mercy-seat was and is.

Hilasmos 1s ** the propitiation” (perhaps
the sacrifice by which it was made, but
Christ, nowin the presence of God, is the
filasmos for our sins, and not for ours only,
but also for the whole world,

{1'o be Continued)

HoME FRIENG, 6oc. year, iu 1.5, 7oc.  B. C, Greenman, Editor
& Publisher. Home Friend Office, 486 Youge St., Toronto, Can.
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Tender Grass ort‘gbt?ﬁet’%??ggk

““He maketh me to lie down in pastures of Tender Grass”

{Memovrial of a Christian Father

Mr. Hy. Adamson, Toronto, Canada. Died

May 10th, aged eigthy-two years.

Dear old Father! Thetelegram thatan-
nounced his death to us was necessarily
brief, coming 10,000 miles to New Zealand.
It read thus: *' Father home, buried yes-

terday.”’ At the same time came a letter,
possibly the last he ever ‘wrote, which
brought me much comfort, and has set

one’s mind to work as to the past, and the
links the Lord has now severed in His all-
wise and perfect ordering of our path. Be-
ing away from the notes of onr last inter-
view with the dear aged man, we can only
draw upon a memory, somewhat fickle and
uncertain, and which records much that
we would fain forget and omit other things
more important, that we would rather have
fresh in mind. ‘The task, however, is a
congeniel one. As one thinks of father,
one thing looms up above all else, and this
‘18, his fatth in his Savior was clear and dis-
tinct. ‘' He knew whom he had believed,”’
and further, he knew also that this faith in
Him bad given him the present and assured
possession of eternal life. These two
things, a present Savior and eternal life
now and forever in Him; such certainly
were prime factors in father’s faith, And
80 really did they make him from the first
day of ais Christian course until the end,
that at once he passed them on to others.
First to our dear mother., who then con-
tested the matter with him, but finally sur-
rendered, then later to myself and many
more beside.

A brief sketeh of his life from this point
of view is as follows:

Father was born in Beccles, England, and
brought up strictly in the Church of Eng-
land. and he was counted a ‘' good son of
the Church.” He emigrated to Canada in
the same year as our dear mother, in 1853,
and by the overruling hand of God reached
the same part, Nottawa, Ontario, and
at about the same time. He bhad been
aroused about his soul’s welfare while ill in
Toronto, a short time before this, but
“never got the matter settled.” as he would

say, until after he had married our mother
and was in business life. Soon after this
a traveling preacher, an ex-clergman (R. T,
Grant) came that way, and asked for the
village school-house to preach in, and al-
though father,as one of the trustees, told
bhim we were well supplied with preachers,
and had quite enovgh to support, nothing
daunted, the strange preacher came, and
father, and others of us as well, always
blessed the day that he did.

*How did the meeting go to-night?” was
mother’s enquiry on father’s return from
it.  ""Oh, ’'m ashamed to think of it,” he
said. " Why, no one brought any lights
(as was usual in country parts), and the
dear man could scarcely see to read his
chapter to us, with but one piece of can-
dle.’ " But” (and emphasis was one of
father's strong features, as many of us, his
children and others well know), he said:
*“ Ann, I never saw so much light in my life
before. Kverything looks ditferent to me,
He preached from the third of Matthew,
and one verse [ well remember was: “ And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the
trees, thervefore every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast
into the fire.” What I clearly saw was that,
however religious we may be and living up
to the rules of the Chorch unless we are
truly converted, we are only poor, lost sin-
ners, church and all!” This conclusion
lacked neither point nor plainness, and cer-
tainly lost nothing in father’s ** way of put-’
ting things.” But mother took the defens-
ive at once, and “‘entered the lists" both
apainst father and the strange preacher.
She, in fact, would not consent to seeing
him. Unsatistied as she was with her own
spiritnal state, which was simply " hoping
to be saved,” and knowing also full well
that the church had never yet made plain
to her "" God’s way of salvation,’” she never-
theless deemsd it to be her ''Christian
duty ' to stand wp for the church, and to
defend it as best she could. Mother was
never " much good in an argument,’ as the
saving goes, and as it was always ‘"'meat and
drink to father, it was not long before she
was worsted in the new conflict that arose.
However, she still held to it resolutely, for
this was her sirong point, also that she never
dropped things lastily, and was ever true
to old friends, and *' the dear old Church of
England” certainly was one of them., Yes,
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she held to it firmly and said it as well,
" that if you could not go to heaven from
our church, she did not believe you could
from any."

Father, however, learned a lesson by this
incident, and that was, that God alone can
give light toany human soul, and also that
it is by ‘" the entrance of His Word ** that it
comes, s0 he next betook himself to prayer
for the further light that was needed, also
to searching the Scriptures in order to
find it, and for the time being mother was
left to ** consider matters thoroughly,” and
in this line, she certainly excelled. Her
way of reaching conclusions was not by dint
of bard arguments, nor would her way of
stating her conclusions be always the most
logical, and yet they were, none the less,
sound and reasonable to a very remarkable
degree.

Thus it was that mother reasoned within
herself: "“Here, you have been going on for
many years, not happy or at peace, as you
thought of meeting God, puzzled, too, about
this being converted, and wondering also
how it came about, and no one has ever
made the matter plain to you yet. Would
it mot be better for you, then, to look into
this new way that father has got taken up
with, and at least give it a fair hearing, It
cannot rob you of salvation, for that you
cannot say you have, and if it should turn
out to he the right way, what a mercy it
would be!’ Mother concluded that this
was sound sense, at least, whatever else it
might prove to be, and forthwith she took
that way.

Just after this one night father said,
*“Well, Ann, are you busy to-night? I have
a nice paper I would like you to hear.”
She responded at once, settled herself be-
side him with her sewing, and listened
eagerly fo the paper mentioned and with
the happy result that she then and there
found peace with God. In view of this fact
and to memorialize the Lord’s mercy in it
we have since had the paper reprinted.
[**Can I be Assured of Salvation and How?"'
Price 8c. Home Friend Office 486 Yonge
St. Toronto Can.]

Through this happy result then they
were now two upon the way home to glory,
and seeing the marvelous change in father
and mother through this new religion I
next longed to have a share in its benefits
and thank God not-in vain for it i1s written:

“'He satisfieth the longing soul.”” Through
God’s mercy, I had not long to wait, for He
had previously plowed up the fallow ground
in my soul by the death of a little school-
mate, and this was followed up by the visit
of an heonored servant of God, Mr. J. N.
Darby, who in preaching in our school-
house asked: "“How would it suit you if the
Lord Jesus were suddenly to appear from
beaven in this scheol-room?’’ Thisenguiry
deepened conviction in my soul, and
brought matters to a crisis, when one night
after father had returned from a meeting
he pointed out to me Rom. 10:9, with the
result that I, too, was '* filled with joy and
peace in believing,”

We next gathered out to the name of our
Liord in that place and later on three others,
and by Divine grace and testings and trials
not a few, continued to the end,

Then came a fair share of persecutions
for the truth’s sale, as the Word of God
assured us would be for "*all who will live

~godly in Christ Jesus,” but thank God,

different as they were in many points of
character, neither father nor mother ever
sought an easier path, nor turned back from
the Lord's call of separation unto Himself.
Their *‘faith stood not in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God,’” and they
had no question that He had called them to
separation, and also to sanctification by the
truth now, and to eternal glory at the end.
In this day of chance and change it is re-
freshing even to think of some such old-
fashioned Christians, who do not mind their
being counted " behind the times' for be-
lieving all the Bible to be true, for taking
Gud at His Word, and holding firmly to such
old-time doctrines as total depravity. salva-
tion by grace and other kindred truths.
To mother it was much more of a fiery fur-
nace to be misjudged and misunderstood.
Father, however, seemed to pass on with
regard to fear or favor, in the strong sense
that the world was out with God. and he
must therefore give it a wide berth. This
does not mean, however, that he cared not
for the souls of others, for in the forty-six
vears of his Christian experience, few have
done more than he in a personal way, by
word of mouth and written ministry, to
hold up the banner of the truth. e dear-
1y loved a good tract, and you would please

him well, if you could listen to one being
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read through, and not go to sleep in the
doing of it. .

The exercises and counflicts of father’s
soul, ere he was led to full rest and peace
with God, would fill a volume, but inasmuch
as none of these are necessariiy part of the
Divine program, but often merely the result
of imperfcet testimony, a brief outline will
suffice. Long and eagerly he cried:
“*Lord, incline our hearts to keep thislaw,”
with the result that by means of it, he
learned how lost and undone he was. Next,
he took to church and temperance work,
with 2 measure of relief, but his sore was
too deep to be healed slightly, and in his
distress he went to his clergyman, who
turned him to his well-used prayer-book.
But here he found an enigma. It opened
with: *" When the wicked man turas from
his wickedness and does that which is Jlaw-
ful and right, he shall save his soul alive.”
He set out honestly to do this, but found,
though unable to explain it then, that ' the
law is not of faith,” and that the salvation
that he stood in need of was by GRACE
through FPAITH,” and that thus he was
thoroughly off the track in the matter, as if
he had looked for the suntise in the west.
But there was also in the prayer book an-
other word of Scripture: "'If we confess our
sins, He is faithfu! and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness’’ (1 John 1:9). His soul clung to
this, and while his clergyman owned to an-
other '*that he had never met so strange a
case in his life," the break of day was near
for father’s poor tempest-tossed soul.

He tried other churches heside his own,
and one day he drove a new minister out tu
his appointment in order to converse with
him on the burning guestion of his soul,
" How can I get peace with God?"* yet the
answer was delayed still,. He opened his
mind to the minister, and enquired as to
some of the Gospel invitations, and his
liberty to believe them true in his case.
This man, however, sorrowfully enough,
was not one of God’s evangels, and only told
him that all these passages were to be taken
in connection with the restricted covenant
of grace, and thus were limited to the elect.
He promised to send him a book to further
explain the mystery, which, however, never
came, and doubtless it was just as well, for
at that juncture father was badly in need of
the Gospel which reads "*'Whosoever will, let

him take of the water of life freely " (Rev.
22:17N).

Father also read many books on these
subjects. one especially he recalled being
much impressed with: ' The Anxious En-
quirer Directed,” but it dealt too largely
with the work of grace within the soul, in
stead of what is objective, the work of
Christ done feo» the soul, or what we call
“the finished work of Christ.”” On this ac-
count, it did not atford him the peace and
rest for which so long he searched in vain,
not because God had made it so difficult of
access, but because the stream of His grace
had become fouled by human traditions, or
another Gospelof Law instead of Grace, had
usurped its place. But God was looking on
and brought him both to life and liberty
soon after.

At one time, father opened his heart to
an old-time companion, telling him of how
eternal things had become uppermost in his
svul, and that be boped foarrive at some
satisfactory end. But imagine his surprise,
when he was told to shake off these gloomy
feelings and to enlarge his business, and
launch out in speculations to divert his
mind. ‘There is little question that father
could justly have said of nearly all that he
first sought spiritual help from: “"Miserable
comforters are ye all,”” but safely and sure-
1y by means of this also was God working
out His purposes of grace and leading him
to blessing on a solid basis, that '* his faith
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.”” 'This he learned
first was in the Gospel itself, as it was ** the
power of God untu savlation to every one
that believeth.” Then later on, after much
deep exercise about the evil within him, he
learned the power of God for this is the
truth of being dead with Christ, and the
Holy Spirit indwelling us as our power
for victory. ‘JThe one truth, above all
others, that faith found special delight in
was that of onr Lord's coming again, and
to the end it was ever upon his heart, and
an unfailing source of comfort to Him,
This cardinal truth, where the solemn fact
of man’s hopeless ruin, and the world’s
course as leading on to judgment 1s appre-
hended by the soul, must ever be a neces-
sary offset to these serious truths.  In view
of this father oncé said as to *'that blessed
hope,”” ** Well, whoever can do without 1,
we who have seen a little of God’s estimate
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of the flesh and of the world certainly aftord
to do so. Then how it sanctifies us yow to
know that we shall be like Him £4en. Here
we get it little by little as the power of it
grows upon our souls, but then we shall
know it in all its fulness,””

Father was a very decided man and so if
he was wrong, of course he was decided iIn
that, too, and many who were not so decid-
ed in their character as he, could easily find
things to criticize, and yet be themselves
not half so frue to their own convictions of
right or wrong. His convictions thus were
ever to he respected, right or wrong, for
you could always be assured that his con-
victions were never conveniences. If he
thought a thing ought to be said or done, no
politic motives ever swayed him from the
even tenor of his way, which was that
‘“trouble or trouble, it must be said or
done.” ‘Thus it could not always be said of
him that he was most agreeable.
some of us have often paid dearly enough
for trying to save our credit, or the feelings
of others by being over agreeable, or shun-
ning what we might not agree upon, we
are the more ready to believe that there is
one prime virtoe in such decided charac-
ters, that, at least, we fully wuderstund
them. 1In the forty-six years of father’s
Christian course we have never known him
**haul down the flag,” or compromise as to
the great, vital truths of the Bible which he
loved with all hjs heart. His eariy Chris-
tian character was nursed on such ministry
as '“The Present Testimony,”” *' Bible
Treasury,”” J. N. Darby’s "' Synopsis of the
Bible,” and they formed in him an absolute
confidence in the Holy Scriptures of truth.

His last letter to me, Apr. §th, read thus:
*“1 cannot speak of much change, suffering
a good deal, night and day, but my general
health perhaps better. . . Mr. G, is like
myself, nearing the end of the jourpney and
soon to hear his Master’s *' Well done.’”” It
is a mournful state of things now, and the
proper place is to be in the dust, with
others we read of in Scripture in remnant
times. His coming is the only hope of see-
ing things as they should be. How one
longs for that moment, hut God is so merci-
ful, He lengthens out this day of grace, not
willing that any should perish. We hear
from —— regularly, and he seems {o read
his Bible and we can only trust the Lord
about him. F,seems quitealiveand anxious

But as’

about the salvation of others. It is nice to
see snch earnestness. Sorry he doesn't
get Dbetter teaching for himself; however,
we cannot mould one another and there is
a day coming when all will see alike.
keeps quite bright and earnest for the sal-
vation of souls. Quite a few come to see us,
which is happy. We may (DLV.) be return-
ing to B, soon, although 1 don’t know how.
The days are darkening, but the morning
cometh, and also the night, blessed and sol-
emn truth, Would that we realized it more
and so have our spirits in liberty so as to
sound nut the solemnity of the day we are
living in, and to be ourselves in the enjoy-
ment of that blessed fellowship weare called
unto, '}_Nith much love. Father."”
These ** Reflections ** have done me good

to pen, and we trust may others to read.
May it be so for Christ’s sake! B.C.G.

Jrour Wiews of onr Tord

Matthew closes with our Lord in the
mountain, ‘‘where Jesus had appointed
them,’”” saying to the eleven: ‘"All power is
given unto Me in heaven and earth, go ye
therefore,” etc., “‘and teach all nations.”
His word is, “'Claim the world for Me,”
and He is at our backs.

Mark closes with our Lord Jesus:

1. Sending them forth to every creature.

2. Received up into heaven.

3. Seated on the right hand of God.

4, Working with His sent ones.

5. Confirming the Word with signs fol-
lowing.

So He is at our side.

Lulke closes with our Lord Jesus:

1. Leading them out to Bethany.

2. Lifting up His bands.

3. Blessing them.

4, Parted from them.

5. Carried up into heaven, and He is thus
over our heads.

John ¢loses with our Lord Jesus restoring
His wandering sheep at the Sea of Tiberius,
and giving as Ilis closing messages:

1. "*Feed My sheep.”

9. " Follow Thou Me."”

And He is thus before our face.—Ex.
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Bebhold Your Ring*

“* Beliold, and see if there be any sorraw like
unto My sorrow,'’ Lam. 1:12,

Behoid your King! Thouglh the moonlight steals
Through the silvery sprays of the olive tree,
No star-gemmed scepter or crown it reveals,
In the solemn shade of Gethsemane.
Only a form of prosirate grief,
Fallen, crushed, like a broken leaf,
Oh, think of His sorrow, that we may know
The depth of love in the depth of woe.

Behold yeur King! Is it nothing to you,
That the crimson tokens of agony,
From the kingly brow must fall like dew,
Through the shuddering shades of Gethsemane?
Jesus Himself, the Prince of Life,
Bows in mysterious, mortal strife,
Oh, think of His sorrow, that we may koow
The unknown in the unknown woe.

Behold your King! with His sorrow crowned,
Alone, alone in the valley is He,
The shadows of death are gathering round,
And the cross must follow Gethsemane.
Darker and darker the gloom must fall,
I"illed is the cup. He must drink it all,
Oh, think of Iis sorrow, that we may know
His wondrous love in His woandrous woe.
i F.R.H.

@Gaining the Victory

It has ever been the path of the true child
of God, in a world where sin reigns unto
death, to ““fight the good fight of Jjuith,”
and it is also his holy privilege to say:
*Thanks be to Gop, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (1
T™m. 6:12; 1 Cor. 15:07).

These two Scriptures, referred to, indi-
cate both the sowurce of the Christian's
power, as being in his Lord and Master, and
the means of utilizing it, faith, simple faith.

The first definite mention of any warfare
in Scripture is in Gen. 14, in the conflict of
the four northern kings with the five kings
of the vale of Siddim. With this " striving
of the potsherds ot the earth,”” the man of

HOME
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faith, however, has nought to do, for al
this was but the politics of this world, and
he walked apart from itall as ‘‘a strangerin
the land,” for did he not dwell in Hebron
(communion), and was not both his name
and character, Abram the Hebrew (pif-
orim)?

There came a time, however, when even
Abram took a hand in the conflict, when it
was plainly not the outcome of ' lusts war-
ring in the members,” as with the kings,
but in the energy of ““faith, which worketh
by love,” and that overcomes the world.”
T'he occasion was plain and simple~—"' And
when Abram heard that A#s drether was
taken capfive he armed his trained servants,
born in his own house. three hundred and
eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.
And he divided himsell against them, he
and his servants by night, and smote them,
and pursued them uwto Hobah, which ison
the left hand of Damascus. And he
brought backal .1 :uds, and aleo brought
again his brot:: v Lut. and his gouds, and
the women alse :ud the people ' (Gen. 14:
14-16).

The object of this war, o1 Abram's part
was:

1. T Goon Fwinr or Farrn; or, De-
liwerance fron the Hand of the Snemy.

Lot had been taken captive, for while he
had come out with Abram into the path of
faith, he had not exercised faith to walk in
it, and the result was he had chosen for
himself, without reference at all to God's
will- for him, and so had ‘' pitched his tent
toward Sodom, ' where men were sinners
before the Lord exceedingly,”” and where
later this conflict that led to his captivity
arose { Gen. 13 and 14).

Lot had not treated Abram, his uncle, at
all right in taking the prior choice, he being
the vounger and Abram might have rea-
soned upon this fact, as many do, that it was
as well to let him reap what be had sown, or
he might also have argued, It will be mere
waste of time to rescue him, for he will only
gu back to his former course, which, true
enough, he did. DBut, no such feelings
swayed Abram’s heart and hand. Oune
thing loomed up above all other considera-
tions; he saw his brother Lot in trouble a
captive in the hands of the enemy, and it
stirred his soul toaction. His eye affected
his heart, and his heart moved his hand.
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His first action was preparatory and is even
a necessary prelude to victory.

2, Tue PREPARATION OF FAlTH; ar, The
Putting on of Armor.

The word, '"Abram aermed his trained
servants,’’ presents this preparation for vic-
tory. His men were ‘' Ais own men,”’ not
‘“the sons of the stranger.” ‘They were
“fraimmed,’’ and not a mere medley, each do-
ing *‘what was right in his own eyes,”
They were all pumbered also, to a man,
each name being enrolled, each character
noted, and each one with his place assigned,
and his work marked olt, as ‘‘fratned”
would fully suggest.

3. Tre Enercy or Farra; or, The Order
aof March.

**Abram pursued them unto Dan,’’ and
after he smote them, "* pursued them again
unto Hobah on the left of Damascus,”
First, then, he ** pussued them." His was
the attack. He did not wait for them to in-
vade his own camp at Hebron. He felt it
was invaded by the fact that ' Lot his
brother was taken captive.”  Pursuing was
*the order of the day ' for faith. IFirst, it
was unto Dan, or judgment, as it mmplies,
T'hat is, Abram was not playing at war nor
trying to see if he could secure Lot without
any active wariare.
Abram thus wars a good warfare for he
both pursued. the enemy unto Dan
and smote them and when this was done he
further pursued them to Hobah or ** hid-
ing,” on the left of Damascus. 'This meant
a march of about 153 miles from Abram’s
tent at Mamre ona mountainous road, to
Hobah.

Next, we may note:

4. THE PrRECAUTION oF KFarrH; or, the
*“order of dattle.”

“*Abram divided himself against them, he
and his servants dy nig/hi, and smofe them.”

This ** dividing himself >’ may not seem a
good policy, m the world’s reckoning,
where "'Union is strength,”” but i{ was none
the less faith, for a few with God are
strongetr than a host without it. ‘T'hen they
were divided by nighf, so unless they were
protected by God, they were sure to perish
among the enemy. But God was both their
lightand their shield, as they proved Him to
be, and they smofe the enemy, great and
powerful as they were, and baughty by
their past victory.

No, war was on and-

5. Tue TrivmMea or FartH; or, The Re-
sults of Viclory. .

‘*He brought back ali the goods, and he
brought again his brother Zof, and his
goods, and the women also, and the peeple”
(v. 16).

In this, we see that no unworthy motives
moved these warriors of faith, no mere
greed of conquest, nor love of display, but
the unselfish, blessed service of deliverance
of the captives and spoil from the hand of
the enemy.

Dear pilgrim warrior, Abram, who risked
life and limb to deliver thy poor captive
brother, thy reward issure! DBuat it is not
all fufure, for '* Melchizedek brought forth
bread and wine and he was the priest of the
Most High God and he &lessed khim,”’ etc.
(God saw this need for the strengthening of
faith which had gained the victory and pur-
posed also another as to the King of Sodom
hence the ministry and blessing of the
Roval Priest toward the returning victor.

8. Tur OprLicaTioNs oF Farrn,

But if Melchizedek has sumething to min-
ister and a blessing to bestow upon Abram,
so in turn had Abram somewhat to impart
also, as we read: “"And /e gave him tithes of
all’t (zod had given the vigtory, and
Abram now owns the gracious obligation by
* paving tithes,”’ or a tenth of all the spoil,
to the priest of the Most High God. How
sure a road, this, to the gaining of a further
victory! The man who puts into God's
hand what belongs there and so gives Him
of His own again is thus armed against re-
ceiving from the hand of the world the gifts
that ensnare the soul.

7. THeE SEPARATION OF Falitrw.

**The King of Sodom said unto Abram:
“*Give me the persons and take the goods to
thyself.”” This proposal, from an every-
day, worldly standpoint, looks most fair and
just but the man of faith detects in it a
snare and had already anticipated it, as his
answer plainly implies: ' And Abram said
to the King of Sodom I have lift ap mine
hand unto the Lord, the Most High God,
the possessor of heaven and  earth., that
Jwill not take from a thread even to a shoe-
latchet and that J will not take anything that
is thine lest thou shouldest say, I have made
Abram rich ™ (vs. 22-24).

This answer is sublime. It is, moreover,
the deep-seated and mature convictions of
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faith that overcomes the world. ‘The very
faith that smote and pursued four kings to
Hobah, also “* gave tithes of all” the spoil to
Melchizedek, as the due recognition of the
battle being the Lord’s, now most carefully
eschews all alliance with the King of Sodom.
Abram’s language issimple, and witnessed
of a victory gained a]readv on the return
march, for he says: ' I have fiff up mine
hand,” etc., showing it to be no passing im-
pulse. but a fixed and settled principle gov-
erning his soul. As hesaid ' Fes” to one
king, so he says ‘' Ap’ to the other, and
faith shines out in each most plainly!

B. Tur DISCRIMINATION oF FAITH.

But while Abram paid tithes to Melchize-
dek, and refused the goods of the King of
Sodom he carefully recognizes the cunms of
Aner, Eschol and Mamre, saying: ‘‘ Lef
them take their portion.” Beautiful sim-
plicity and discrimination of faith was all
this, witnessing, as it does, that Abram,
*“the father of the faithful.,’’ is as much
here in the current of God’s will, as when
obeying God’s call at the start, or offering
up Isaac, later on. All is in due season, as
the tree of life bears its fruit every month.

Butasthere wasa happy and assaring pre-
lude to this war-chapter in 4Abram’s life, so
is there also an equally happy and assuring
sequel, As to the furmer, we read, chap.
" 13:18, after the Lord’s call to walk through
the land: *" Then Abram removed his tent
and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre
which is in Mebron, and buill there an allar
unte the Lord.”

9, Tur Rewarp or Farrm

Then, in beautiful sequence, we have in
chap. 15:1, ' After these things, the word
of the Lord came unito Abram in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram: [ am #ky shield,
and thy exceeding greal veward.” How
precious a cordial to Abram's faith, after
such an episode, Exposed to danger and
death at the hand of the enemy, and yet
made more than congueror, how plainly had
he proved that God was indeed his shield,
and covered his head in the day of battle!
But there was also the even sorer test of the
spoil, and the offer of it by the King of So-
dom. It were easy enough to reason that it
was "' the speils of war,” and his was the
toil and cost and victorv; moreover, it was
pressed upon him by the King of Sodom.
But Abram was ruled by the fear and Word
of God, and hence his victory in this second

case. Me knew, doubtless, as did the Di-
vine historian, the solemn: "Byt the men of
Sodom were wicked and sinners before the
Lord exceedingly '’ (Gen. 18:13), and so his
path was plain. Taith cometh by hearing
and Aecaring by the Word of God.” Hence his
holy purpose and vow: "I Aeve Z/¢ mine
hand . . . I will not lake,” etc.

How few of usare like him in these vari-
ous and sturdy manifestations of faith, we
may well realize! But may our gracious
God, who only humbles to exalt us, emulate
us by this holy example of faith, and give
us, too. to ' war a good warfare, holding
faith, and a good conscience’ in this day of
great evils and feeble faith, for His name’s
sake! B.C.G.

Some Thoughts on Propitiation

(Continued from July No.)

Taking into consideration all the passages
in which these connected words are used,
it would appear that properly the work of
propitiation was made in heaven, by the
High Priest of our confession entering
with, or in_the value of, His_own_precious
.blood. Where He becomes, according to
1 John 2, the propitiation for our sins and
for the whole world. He is also set fortha
“'mercy-seat’’ throogh fatth in His blood,
to all who approach God_as sinngrs, in His
name, and all such are sheltered by the
righteousness of God from deserved wrath,
they are washed, cleansed, forgiven, justi-
tfled, and sanctified in virtue of the work
done upon the cross, where Christ bore
their sins in His own body on the tree.

The sacrifice of Christ, the offering of

" Himself throuegh the eternal Spirit withont

spot to God, is the efficient basis of all else.
The sins are covered or atoned by the blood
of the cross; but to say that the idea of
propitiaticn having been effected by Christ
as our High Priest entering heaven to pre-
sent Himself before God, militates against
this, is a rash and hasty denial of what
Scripture seems to teach when the use of
terms is enquired into. That e should
appear thus in the presence of God, seems
to be the proper aspect of that side of the
work which ’S,grl_ptme terms Bropmat]on,
that is, satisfaction given fo the Maje sty of
Heaven, against whlch man hasso grievous-
ly offended by his sins; and God can now
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be favorable, consistently with His holy
character, towards the sinner.

But that which has satisfied the claims of
(God’s throne, basalso met the sinner’s need
as before God, that is, the blood atones for,
or covers thesin. In Hebrews 2 we evident-
ly have Christ's sufferings in life as well ag
in death, giving Him His fitness to fill the
place He now occupies for us in the presence
of God. His sufferings in life give Him ca-
pacity to know what trials the people of God
endaré In wilderness, and how to succor
suitably those who are suffering thus from
the proving of their faith. For sin in them,
in itg incipiency, as well as when it has brok-
en out, the Word of God is provided, to
search out, even to ‘‘ the thuughts and in-

fents e heart,” and to make all mani-
fest in His preseace with whom we have to
do. Set upon the ground of His perfect
work, we do not need to spare the sin, nor
sympathy with it, but to judge it, and for
this the sharp two-eged sword of the Werd
is provided. But in contending against it

““We sufier, and this is answered by the sym-
pathy of our High Priest, who ever lives in
the presence of God for us, and lives to in-
tercede, so that we can come boldly to the
throne of grace,

His sufferings on the cross, of course,
were to atone for sin. Till all the suffer-
ing was completely inished He wasnot per-
fected as the Great Captain of our salvation,
and the sufferings were not complete till
death had ended all.

In the sanctuary above He appears to
present Himself in the fruits of His suffer-
ings, and enters as the Great Hign Priest
of our confession, and to this Scripture
seems to apply the term propitiation. Itis
only a part of, or consimmaticn of the
whole work, aud one of the many parts of
thaf great work is not to be set against an
other, whilst it may well be distinguished,
as the Word of God seems to point out. The

basis of all was the sufferings of the cross,

but no part could be omitted of that won-
derful work, which stands, and ever will, as
the most stupendous work in the history of
the universe.

It seems difficult tou believe that the Lord
Jesus entered upon His priestly functionsor
office, until as Scripture appears to mark
.out, forty days after the resurrection He
ascended p to take His place at the right
band of God. Human haste does not marlk

the ways of God,/te/Whom intervals of time
are nothing, save as often designating im-
portant truths. The forty days which in-
tervene may well mark anoiher time of
proving, or witness to God’s satisfaction in
the One who had done the work. Ile was
still a man, perfect and complete, body,
soul, and spirit. ‘The proving in the wil-
derness brought out His moral erfecﬁg_g;
the forty days in the world affer resdrrec-
tion were the witness to the perfection of
His wonderful work of testimony and in
suffering, and that He was still a wman,
though also Ged over_all, blessed for ever;
and fit to ascend up and fill the place He
does in the presence of God for us.

To count Him as doing priestly worlt be-
fore that, in its proper sense, does not seem
to have agy support from Scripture.

The M forbids the
thought. The sanctuary He ministes in is
a heavenly one, and 1is expressly contrasted
with the earthly. Aaron’s rod that budded
seems to proclaim the same truth, whilst the
express declaration that *"if He were on

_carth He should not be a priest,” shuis out

the thought completely; as does also the
witness of the Word that is priesthood could
not terminatg with death, to be taken up
again, but was ' after the power of an end-
less or indissoluble life."”

The difficult¥ is more in appearance than
reality that as Aaron slew the sin-offering
on the greaf day of atonement. so Christ
offered up Himself and therefore was act-
ing as priest. But it must be remembered

* that Aaron did this, not as proper priestly

work, but as the representative of the
people, exceptionally on that one day; and
it was rather the offerec’s work toslay the

- sacrifice, and he stoud representatively for

the nation and therefore did all; and this
seems to be the intention of that act on the
day of atonement.

Acquired habits of thought, and teaching
we have listened to without following the
apostle’s injunction not to “despise prophe-
cvings, but to prove all things and hold fast
what is good,” may lead to reading inro
Scripture what is not there, but the rever-
end study of that precious Book, as thuse
who fear even in the gmallest degree to de-
part from its holy instruction, cam '(')'ﬁl,y re-
sult in blessing of those in whom it is mixed
with faith. R.T.G.
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The Wallep of Baca*

Too weak to think, Lord ! too weak to pr d)

Too weak for scog of praise ! yet still I say:

“Now draw 1hou near, Lord; banish all fear,
l.ord ;

Let me in quiet bear Thy veice to-day !

I would aot ask, Lord, what shall befall ;

Only the loving past silently recall ;

Jesus the lost one sought, Jesus my saul hath
bought ;

This calms each troubled thought, this answers
all,

Therefore 1 leave to Thee what shall betide;

One word enpugh for me— [esus has died.

He for His weak one pleads, He on to glory
leads,

He knows my cares, my nec(ls he will provide.

Too weak ta think, Lovd! too weuk to pray !

Yet from my heurt of ltearts silent T gay :

“ Do Thou Thy will, Lord; keep Thou me
still, Lord,

And heart and spirit ﬁmwlay:
Self-Control

A famous hovse-trainer had a particular-
ly bad-tempered horse hrought to him for
subjugation. At the first act of ugly tem-
per on the part of the animal, the trainer
pansed. put up his whip, and satd with a
deep drawing of his breath, ' Now, first of
all. let we get a good grip on myself!”

After that bis mastevy of the Torse came,

not as as an accident, but as a sequel.

The man who can master himsell can
master a horse or anything else he has a
mind (o, and Scripture says: T Ile that is
slow to wratlh is of great understanding.
but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly”
{Prov. 14:29), i.e., confrolling himself mani-
fests great understanding, bad temper is
always a sign of weakness. " IHe that is

slow to anger is better than the mighty;.

and he that ruleth hisspirit than he that
taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32),  One has said:
"'Self-mastery is the greatest of all victories.
Men have subdued kingdoms who were de-
feated in the etfort to control themselves.

FRIEND

A hasty temper is often excused on the
ground of natural infirmzity, but it is rather
the endence of unjudged pride and impa-
tience. ‘Learn of me,” said our Lord
Jesus, " for Tam meek and lowly in heart.’
In the school of God self-control is one of
the mst lessons given us, after speakmg of
the ‘' Divine power that hath given us all
things that pertain to life and godliness,”
and the precious promises for faith’s
grasp (2 Peter 1:1-7). There are enumer-
ated seven needful things to demonstrate to
others the power of a new life in us, show
faithfulness, and "‘make our calling aud
clection sure.”” The third thing in the
sum of addition is " add to knowledge tem-
perance, or self-control.” The frst thing,
as we learn the truth, is to recognize the
claim that the truth has upon us, it is given
to mould us, g0 that the hidden man of the
heart may be seen in all our ways.

How needful ina world where everything
is contrary to God, is self-contiol, and- its
importance is shown by the number of
times the Spirit of God brings it before us
in the Word (Acts 24:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet.
1:6; 1 Cor. 9:25: Titus 1:8), We are left to
live for Him who died for us, and it is of
the utmost importance that self be kept
well in hand, otherwise our testimony will
be marred, and failure will mark us. Mas-
tery is what we must learn, if we wish to
have power with others, and the horse
tratner’s words show us the way. ' First
of ail, let me get a good grip on myself,”
Power inevitably Hows from self-control,
The lack of this, what havoc 1t has
wrounght in testimony to the world in un-
guarded ways, etc., and in our dealings
with fellow-Christians, and in assemblies
what sorrow and division has been caused,
which largely could have been avoided, had
self-control marked us. The Lord give us
to learn from the past the lesson of temper-
ance, and 1 we would be strong, we must

put the bit and bridle on ourselves and
80 acyuire the secrets of nmastery and suc-
cess. The blessed Master has said, ‘'Learn

of Me,” and in 1 Peter 2:21-23, we read:
“"Leaving us an example that we should fol-
low His steps.” The case of Moses (Num.
12}, David (2 Sam, 16) and many others
could be cited in the lives of Cld and New
Testament worthies, who in times of trial
showed self-control, glorifving God. The
Lord enable us to do likewise, G.L.P.
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Che Tight of Mis Countenance

“Purn us again, O God, and cause Thy
face to shine, and we shall be saved” (Ps,.
§0:3, 7, 19,

The words: '" cause thy face to shine,” is
translated: “Lift up the light of Thy coun-
tenance’ elsewhere in four relations.

1. OUR SINS—exposed in His sight.

QO Lord, Thou hast set our iniquities be-
fore Thee, and onr secret sins are in the
light of Thy countenance” (Ps. 90:8). The
first thing that the light of God’s counten-
ance does to a soul is to show a man his sins.

2. LIFE ~imparted to us from its source.

“In the light of the King’s countenance
is life; and His favor is like a cloud of the
Jatter rain” {Prov. 16:15). A real Chris-
fian is one who has seen '‘the light of the
kunowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ *' (2 Cor. 4:6).

8. SALVATION—Dy the Savior's right
hand and arm.

"They got not the land in possession by
their own sword. neither did their own arm
save them, but Thy right hand, and ‘Thine
arm, and the light of Thy counenance, be-
cavuse Thou hadst a favor unto them ™ (Ps.
44:3).

1. WALK—of a redeemed people in His
presence.

“Happy is the people that know the joy-
ful sound, they shall walk, O Lord, in the'
light of Thy countenance, in Thy name
shali they rejuoice all the day ' (Ps. 89:15).
The trumpet sound, or '"the trumpet of
jubilee,” brings life and salvation, and the
power to walk with God. G.

@ihat is Purgatorpy”

Sieh was the viqquiry by o friend of one
whe valled himselt *ta Holy Romen.”’

T ds a plaee of mesre, we are tanght in our
Cateehism,” was the Roman’s reply.

“What o the world, then, do you want o
get ont of it for?”" asked the other, 1
thought it was a place of sufesing and tor-
ment, ont of which you could oniy get liber-
ated after receiving the full penaliy of your
sins, hnt that the priest saying masses were
intended 1o help you out sooner, and that is
why you paid for them to he said. 18 this afl
a nistake?”’

The Roman tried to explain the diffienlty
and later gave his friend a Dbook, in which
“the Fathers”  quoted so thoroughly  dis-
agreed that he was more mixed up than ever
ahout the matter.

“Purgatory,”’ says anather, “‘is a place of
purging or eleansing of sing that remain, that
have not heen eonfessed or forgiven during a
man's lifetitue, which looks quite reasonable,
[’ sure.”’

I have read vour Douay Bible carefully,
and [ cannot find in it anyllving about Purga-
Lory, sl that is what surprises me, for surely
there onght to be some allusion to it some-
where theee, if true.  As a man, then, you
must confess that you do not want to go to
Purgatory.”’

“Oh, no, no one wanls to go there, or likes
the thought of it at all, bt then we can’t get
ont of it. As we can’t get fif for heaven be-
fore we die, we must do so after, aud that is
what Purgatory is for, it is to rid us of all re-
maing of sin, and make us pure enough for
Ieaven.,””

“CLet us test this matter of Purgatory,”’ said
gt plain man o another :—

“1f a Roman Catholic priest saw a man
drowning in the river, wonld he not count it
# manly action, or a humane act to jump in
and save him without any bargain as to re-
ward at all?  Now the presamption is that the
priests ean, at least, relieve the lot of those
who are in Puregatory, and help alsoe to de-
liver them out of 1L by the saying of masses.
Your priests profess to believe this, do they
not

SO ves, " the Romanist agreed.

“Then, 1F they can help a fellow mortal out
of a far woese ense than drowning, and will
not do it until they are paid a certain fee,
must we not believe either that they do wol
helieve in it thenselves or else if they do, that
the love of Christ does not constrain them, for
ITe vanne to gree s Uife o ransom for many 277

T sometimes wonder if they {the priests)
belicve what they profess {o believe, by the
way they act, and the regard they shew for
muoney, when Peter said “silver and gold have
[ none, but such as T have, give I thee”

A Iligh Church dignitary in Rome once
sl —

“It’s a grand thing for ns( the elergy) this
glorions delusion of Purgatory,”’ and that is
what many others {eel about it.

Another Roman told as ““a great joke® the



HOME

FRIEND

story of a man whose father was being prayed
ont of Purgatory, and when he learned that at
last his head and shoulders were out, refused
to pay more, saying: *“Oh. I know he can fin-
ish the matter himself, if he has got that far,
for he always could get out with half a
chance.”’

“The IToly (thost came down at Pentecost
and formed the Chuareh, von believe that?”’
gaid a Christian.

““0h, ves,”” agreed the Roman friend.

““And from that time on e has been
ing to the Church ever since, so that it still
goes on.”” Te this also his friend agreed, and
50 he procecded :—

“Then one day there will he a stop to this,
for the Lord ha® promised to come again, and
ITe will certainly keep IDis promise. So when
He does, this is what will happen, Ile will
raise all the dead in Christ and change all the
living, who arc on the earth at that tine, and
it will be done in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye.”’

This proves, then, that some members of the
true Chureh will not even go through death
at all, and ecrtainly they cannot go through
purgatory, for they will be caught up alive
and changed +w o monent at the Tord’s com-
ing. The way these verses read in the Douay
or Roman Catholic transiation of the Tloly
Bible is: **For this we say unto yvouw in the
Word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who
remein ttlo Lhe coming of the Lovd, shall not
prevent them who have slept, for the Lord
Himself shall come down from heaven with
econunandment, and with the voiee of an un-
changed, and with the trumpet of Godo And
the dead who are in Christ shall »ise first.
#FThen we who are alive, who are leff, shall
be taken up together with them in the ¢londs,
to meet Christ, in the air, and - so shall we he
Always with the Lord, Whercfore comfort ye
oie another with these words,”” (1 Thessa-
lonians 45 14-17.)

““This event, then, plainly shuts out Purges
tory altogetbier for all triue Christiuns, wheth-
er Catholic or Protestant, for it savs that the
dead and the living shall be caught up fogether
to meet Christ in the air.”

That this will not be true of eceery one that
has died, nor of every one that will be found
living when the Lord returns, s plain from
the Apostle’s words in 1 Corinthians 15, 51-
57: ““Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall

add-

all indeed rise again, but we shall Not all be
changed.””  That is, onlv the true saints, be-
lievers or Christians will be changed, and so
we must not fake shelter behind belonging
either to the Catholies ar Protestants, for
many ‘‘Tloly Romang’ are everything but
holy 1n their lives, and many aiso who boast of
heing Protestants are no better, but often
worse.  Denominations in no wise fizure In
this matter, but living saints and departed
saints, and ““saints’’ mean ‘““all who are sauv-
ed,”’

“NYou told me you were a Roman Catholie.
Ilave yvou always heen one?”’

“Oh, ves, 1 have,”” was the reply, as though
he stood on firm footing there.

““(fan vou tell me how the Roman Catholics
regard our Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t they call
Him wir Naviour?

CCOh, yes,” he said solemnly.

“Then why do they say this of Him? Can
vour tell me if they believe that He saves them
now, and what does e save them from?’’

““Oh, well, it does not all come at once, and
we must live ap to the rules of the Chureh, or
we ean get no good of it.”

“Rut, when you say S Owr Saviowr.” do not
the very words mean that you possess Him,
and alse that e sarves vou?! That seems to
me to be their plain meaning. ‘Ounr Savieur,’
or the one who saves us by is holy death.”

A woman who was converted in Australia
and who had been first & striet Catholie, and
then a Freethinker, gives her solemn testi-
muony as follows :—

“QOn going to the priest to have him say a
mass for a Protestant friend’s soul, she asked
him, TTow mueh g it?7"

Ile said: ““a suinea.” *‘How is that?’’ she
engnired. 1 is only haif a gninea in Eng-
land.”” B3ut she had to pay the guinca as the
priest. wonld not lownr his charge.  She over-
heard this very Roman Catholic priest later
say Lo another priest: ‘It s useless to say
masses for Protestants in Purgatory.””  She
then stepped up and touched him on the
shoulder, cnquiring: “* Whaet did yoo take my
guinea for?”

This fact, however, so disgusted her, and
made her lose faith in the priests, that she be-
came @ Frecthinker, but later om she was
hrought to see her need of a Saviour, and to
eame to God without anyone hetween but our
Lord Jesus Christ,
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Readler, “‘there is one God,”” and to Him,
vou and I, and every soul of man must answer
about our sins, for ITe is ““Judge of all. There
& also one moedialor betieei (God and man,
the Man Christ Jesus,” and to ITim we must
go in true repentanse as sinners, and in simple
faith as believers, or we will be, as sure as God
lives, not merely put “into Purgatory,”” but
“past into the Lake is fire. which is the See-
ond Death.”” {Rev. 20; 14, 15.)

This matter of Porgatory, then, s a sim-
ple one.  The Roman Catholie, as well as the
Protestant I3ible, declares that Christ  and
making Purgation Tor sins, sat down on the
right hand of God—that e purges the con-
seience from dead works Lo serve the living
CGGod, and that the worshippers onee picrged
sheouled have no more consclenee of sins. (TTeb.
1.3;9, 14; 10, 2)

It alse tells us that what the ITeavenly
DPriest purges away onr sins by s His own
“precious blood.”  OF this, Peter wrote, * Ke-
deemed by the precious hlood of Christ.”

(1 Pet. 1, 19.)

Of it, John also wrote these blessed peace-
giving words: ““The hlood of Jesns Christ,
God's Son, cleanselh us from all sin." (1
Jno. 1, 7.}

Hence, we concelude that the auly Purgatory
that is found in Ioly Seripture is TUE BLOOD
that cleanses from ALL SIN. This being true
no other Purgatory is ever needed. There s,
however, the daily cleansing of a Christian’s
walle, based upon this as the Lord Jesus told
Simon Peter as he washed the diseiples’ feet:
Clle that s weashed (e, bathed all over)
needeth not save Lo wash s feet, hut s clean
cvery whid; and ye are elean, bhut not all,”” re-
ferring to Judas. (Jno. 13, 10.)

God's perfeet remedy for sin, then, is st
the “‘preeciong blood”” that maketh atonement
For the soul’s guilt, and the **ivoly Water of
the Word of God,”” which cleanses a man’s
ways Trom the defilement of sin. To present
this doulde cure for sin, the blood amd water
tlowed from our Saviour’s holy side, that we
might see there the enly Pwrgatory for sin-
ners.  And thauk God we read: ““There are
three that bear wiiness on earth, the Spirit
and the Water and the Blood, and (kese threo
agree in one.”’ (1 .Jno. 5, 8)) Then, my read-
er do yeu agree with them +—B. €, G,

foe'll Dry a per Tears”

Tune : V' d'm Waiting for Thee, Lovd "

He a’ gangs beside ye,
Tae bear a’ that grieves ye
He kens 2’ yer trouble, yer doots an’ yer fears.
Bereft o' a’ gladness ;
When crushed down wi' sadness,
Hae patience and Jesus will dry a’ yer tears.

He keuns a’ that grieves ye,
An’ langs tae relieve ye,

He's gane thro' the sorrows, the anguish 'an
The trials and the losses, [fears,
The pain and the crosses,

Hae patience, and Jesus will dry a’ yer tears.

When lonely and eerie
When heart sair an’ weary,

When dark clouds o' trouble bring sighing an’
There's ane gangs beside ye, [tears
To share a’ that grieves ye,

Hae patience, an’ Jesus will dry a' yer tears,

Be a’ leal and faithfu’
Tho' cast doon an’ waefu’

Aye lippen (trust) tho” burdened wi' sorrow an’
When a’ seems against ye, {fears
He aye bides beside ye,

Ilae patience an’ Jesus will dry a’ yer tears.

True prayer is pictured in the following
striking iilustration :—

“ Far away in the Taunus Mountains some
remarkable bells are hung on the summit of
the peaks. No hand cver rings them.  Silent
and dumb they hang there in the sunshine,
But when the storm wind comes they begin to
swing, and then to peal; then their chimes
are heard in the valley far below. God, the
Lord, has hung in every heart a praying bell.
Yet how often in the sunshine it is silent and
dumb. Butl when the storm wind of trouble
comes it beging to ring. Necessity teaches
prayer.”

“*There are cerlain surface values in the
Bible which are eastly seen, and which we may
share without any special effort in laborious
digging, but the distinctive values are hidden,
and are easily missed.”

All poems and prose articled in this nnmber marked with an
asterisk (") have heen reprinted and can be obtained af this
eflice in small or large quantities,
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Tender Grags o0 Lambe

“He maketh me fo lie down in pastures of Tender Grass’

Some Zies in the JBible

** Lies in the Bible?"

Yes thereare plenty of them there, there
is no doubt of that, but are they lies o/ the
Bible itself or lies that ¢ exvposes, and nails
to man's counter, as it were, because it is
in itself a book of absolute truth? TuIs is
the crucial question. Can we trust the
Book that exposes all lies, and also stamps
as truth what will bear its infallible test,
a test, moreover, that is easy to arrive at?
"Men do not grow grapes of thorns or
figs of thistles.” Kverything within,
arcund and above us, sooner ar later, de-
clares its true nature by what it produces.

We avow therefore all the lies, either
spoken or acted are from "' the father of
lies,”” as their source, and from his lving
spirits, or from his unhappy dupes among
men, whoare proved by that fact to be of
their father, the devil, whose works they
do. Of some it was once said: "'The Cre-
tans are always Zzars, etc., . .this witness
is freee. And God has said that ' @df liars
shall bave their part in the lake.that burn-
eth with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death’’ {Rev, 20). Thatis, in choos-
ing Satan’s course, as ‘'a liar and the father
of it,"” men are forewarned as to sharing his
doom, for manifestly the arch-liar and the
God of truth cannot possibly dwell together.
God will have heaven as His throne, and
earth as His footstool, and Satan and all
rebels with him, will be cast into " everlast-
ing punishment, prepared for the devil and
his angels (Mat. 25:41).

Liet us, then, investigate this matter, and
nail some of these lies, one by one. at the
doors of those guilty of them, so that we
may rid ourselves of the thing which God
hates. God is “‘a God of truth and without
iniquity, justand right is He" (Deut. 32:4).

The #rs¢ recorded lie, which, however,
was one in fact, while not in appearance, is
that of Satan to Eve, as to the forbidden
fruit. This we may designate, by way of
distinction from others as

1. Lie of /nsinuation, or covert lie.

Satan did not approach Eve openly,
whether in the form he assumed of a ser-

pent, or in the words he nused. He came as
a '‘beast of the field,” a part of that fair
creation which God had called ‘‘very good,”
and he came not apparently to inform her
of anything, but to ask of her a simple and
harmiess question: “Yea, hath God said, ye
may not eat of every tree of the garden?”’
Ile proffers no opinion of his own, and it
would seem bardly even m: de a snggestion.
But in that apparently harmless enquiry
there was a covertlie. He, by it, raised in
Eve's sysceptible mind a suspicion as to
God's perfect love in withholding the one
tree ontof myriads, for this one He claimed
as His own. Eve fell a prey to his subtle lie.
She began, at once, to see things as Satan
sugpested, and in thatlight, or rather dark-
ness, she saw such injustice in not having
every free putat their disposal, that she then
began to udd to what God had said, by the
words: "‘Neither shall ye fonchk 72" This
did look very arbitrary, if it were true, and
as Eve now presuaded herself that it was
s0, she was thus quite ready to believe in
further wrong on God’s part also.

The next recorded lie, that of Satan also,
was what we may term:

2. A lie of bavefaced effrontery.

Satan says : * Ye shall not surely die, for
God doth know,” etc. This lie referred
directly tothe solemn fact which God had
just told Adam of, that in the event of his
disobedience ** he should surely die.” Satan
himself being a rebel, he could lead others
in his wake, and then deceive them as to
the result which God forewarned them of as
inevitable, their death and judgment.

His next lie, in this same connection, we
may term:

3. A lie that is a Aal/-truth.

Satan goes on to say: "For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then
your eves shall be opened and ye shall de
as gods: knowing good and evil™ (Gen. 8:5).
Yes, God did know all this, and more also as
to it, and Satan only uses the truth which
he tells, as well as the truth which he with-
holds, to more effectually pave the way for -
this cruel and murderous lie. These three
phases of a lie are all Sufan’s, the father of
lies, who '"abode not in the truth.” But
now we must pass from this view of it to
another, for ' evil communications corrupt
good manners.” and so we find Eve, Satans’
auditor, telling her first lie in the words
which she added to Gods, viz., ' Neither
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shall ve fomck 2. This may, then, be
termed:

4, A lie which is dased npor the trruh.

It was both an addition in actual words,
and also a false view of the matter entirely.
A heart preserved by the truth and de-
lighfing in the God of truth, and His all-
wise and perfect ways, would not have thus
played into the hands of the enemy. But
Eves act, in giving ear (o a heast of the
field, and thus taking the lead of her hus-
band, and so acting without his counsel or
support, was in itself a lie, which we may
term:

5. Alie of independence.

Had not all the animals been brought
to Adam, es part of his dominion ere Kve
had even been formed, and had not she
then been brought to him as an helpmate
for him, to ""do him good and not evil all
the days of his life.”” 'Thus was not her
act, as though, (1) the animals were her
dominion, and (2)as though she was com-
petent to act for herself apart from her
husband, to whom God gave her, distinctly
an act, or lie of rdependence ?

Fur ther Adam’sactalso, taking the fruit
from Eve’s hand. which he well knew be-

longed to (Fod, and of which God had said:

“Ye shall nof cuf of it,” etc., was what we
may call:

6. A lie of disebedience. )

"Na words could have been more explicit,
and no responsibility more clearly and sim-
ply stated than was Adam’s in this com-
mand of God: ' Of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil,
i for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Gen.2:17). Thus
Adam’s lic was not one which emanated
from ignorance either of God’s command,
nor vyet of the results of dx&.obedlence.
Neither was he deceived, as was Eve, by
the false light in which Satan had set it be-
fore her, and yet Adam, while not de-
ceived,” was in the transgression.’”” His
sin was thus not that of weakness but of
willtulness ; he acted with his eyes wide
open, and took at Iive’s hand what God had
forbidden, and thus “"worshiped and served
the ¢reature more than the Creator.” Thus
his sin was a lie against the God to whom he
owed allegiance, a lie of disodedience to
His sole and express command.

But alas, they do not end here, nor are
they all simply acted, but many also, spoken

thote shalt not eat of

iies as well. God, on the event of their fall,
came down to seek after the errmg pair.
and they for the first time hide in the
thicket from His face. All their course,
g0 far, was but a threefold lie—they had
stolen from God’s one tree, mutilated an-
other in making their fig-leaf aprons, and
finally abated others from their happy and
God-ordained uses by hiding behind them
as they thought, from the face of Him who
had made thema. But now, as God goes af-

ter them and enquires where they are, He

addresses Himself to dews as the respon-
sible lord of creation, and Adam’s unhappy
reply is only as we may term it,

7. A lie of evasion and excusc.

He says: "I heard Thy voice in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, fecause T was naked:
and I hid myself.”

How manifestly all this was a lie, and in
more than one relation! God had asked:
" Whereart thou?! and this enqmiry Adam
did not answer. He instead stated /Zow he
was, afraid and hiding. Then the reason
he gives for this strange cause was as mani-
festly a deceit. He says his fear was be-
cause he heard God’s voice in the garden,
whereas this was previously his heart’s de-
light., Next, he said: "I was afraid fe-
cause {was nakted.”” How plainly all this
was but a lie further learned from ‘‘the
father of lies,”” for had not God created
him naked, put him to sleep naked,
brought Eve to him while they both were
g0, and later only clothed them when their
sin had brought in its wake the shame of
nakedness? And yet he had never pre-
viously been afraid, either at the sound of
his benign Creator’s voice, nor because he
was naked. Yes, the Divine record is all
against him, for we read: ""They were
both ieked the man and his wife, and were
szt ashamed” (Gen. Z:23).

What, then, was the £rnf2 of the matter?
Man was created naked, and vet needed no
clothing until sin had come in, and dis-
turbed his happy relations with God, And
now they were naked, both in soulas well
as body, hence God had come to provide
both the one and the other. Thus Adam’s
reply was also a treble lie, for while he was
unfallen, God’s voice had no terror for him,
his nakedness had not caused fear, nor vet
hitherto had he to hide from Him, in the
light of whose countenance was life. Such,
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then, is the character of all excuses or evas-
ions, and their sad course leads to

B. A lie of self~defence or justification.

God’s next enquiry of Adam: ‘' Who fold
tice that thou was naked?’’ while it proves
fully that he bad neither then become
naked by his fall, as some teachers would
have us believe, nor that his nakedness was
the least cause for fear, it yet went to the
very root of the matter. Whose company
had Adam been keeping and whose voice
had he bLeen heeding? Alas, this simple
fact, instead of producing the confession
which was meet, only led Adam to further
evasion, and also if there was blame owned
at all,to place it at God’s door instead of his
own. DPassing by entirely the first part of
God’s enquiry he answers the word: ' Hast
thou eaten 2 with: “*The wemar which
Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree,and I did eat.”’ All that Adam re-
plied was true enough in itself, yet it all
witnessed against, instead of for, his case.
First, God /Aad given a woman to be with
him, and Adam had hajled her appearance
with delight, and named lher in wisdom and
approval. For this, surely, God was worthy
of thanksgiving rather than of blame.
Then, if this woman had stepped out of her
place, instead of Lkeeping it, in to both
Adam’sand God’s, and thus in result into
Satan’s, as being thatof a tempter, was God
aright to blame for this? Or rather wus
Adam, for following in Eve’s evil course,
and hearkening to lier voice above that of
God’s, and soin turn becoming both an ally
and imitator of Satan, whose lies are his
covert from detection?

The I.ord, next, turns to the woman,
asking: " Whatis this that thon hast done?"’
the question implying that she had utterly
failed toserve the end for which God had
created her, ‘" to be an Ae/pmaic for man.”
She hadactedapart from,and independently
of him, and thus really against him, because
we are only able to fill the actual place in
which God had put us, either to His glory
or to our own and others’ profit.

Eve's answer was shorter than Adam's,
but it, too, had in it strongly the element of
excuse, and blame for another, if not in-
deed indirectly for God Himself. The fact
that she says she was deguiled may seem to
intimate a partial confession, but she has
no word of self-reproach, nor of contrition.

Jt seems thus, rather as with Adam, the
shifting of blame from herself to the ser-
pent, as though implying that his subtlety
was a good and sufficient excuse for her
act. Instead of this the fact that it wasa
serpent or lower creature that approached
her, was indeed her safety, had she but
known it, for had she but turned to Adam,
he would have proved her protector as well
as husband from a creature over which God
had placed him as lord. But, so to speak,
the very air was foul with the presence of
the evil one, and only the bright shining of
God’s own light could dispel the unhappy
spell in which their souls were held.

The God, who was both Creator and Gov-
ernor of the universe, is thus of necessity
by reason of man’sin, constituted a fudge,
and so anticipating the judgment day, He
holds His court in the very scene where sin
had wroughtits havoc, but only the more
fully to display His wondrous and varied
character. He exposes in the light, and pro-
nounces judgment. in equity, upon the sin
of each, and then in turn clothes the guilty
pair, who had so wronged Him, thus dis-
playing both His mercy and His truth, His
grace and holiness alike. B.C.G.

“IBrecions Jaith”

Such is what God counts it to be and s0
He inspired His servant Peter to write that
*“the trial of vour faith is mwch more precions
than of gold which perishetli” (1 Peter
1:7). This, then, in very fact it is—"" Pre-
cious faith’*! Withount this faith it is im-
possible to please God,” but with it, how
many who greatly wronged and displeased
Him have become the objects of His favor
now and forever.

The great apostle of the Geatiles, amid
all his trials and sacrifices could say: ""Our
light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, while we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are sofseen ; for the things
which are seenare temporal, but the things
which are nof seen are eternal ' (2 Cor. 4:17,
18), He, by faith, recognizes heavenly
glory asso grand and enrapturing that he .
felt it no loss to resign the best offers of the
glory and grandeur of this world.

One phase of faith, here given, is: “ We
look nol al the things whick ave seen.”'—uall



"

HOME FRIEND.

the perishing ~trifles that charm the eyes
and hearts of men. ‘'The glory shines be-
fore us,”’ and this renders them in view of
it to be but insignificant and fleeting!

Then. it not only relates to that phase of
this world which afé7acts human hearts,
but that also which burdens and distracts
them. Faith brings us into a new range of
things, which separates the true Nazarite
from wine (nature’s joy) and from vinegar
of wine (earth’s cares and sorrows) as well.

“*We fook wot at the things which are
seen’”’ must not be taken, bowever, to mean
that faith is either the repressed look of
the ascetic, or of a philosopher with his
head too high to look at the common-place
things of life, or of the proud fanatic who
counts himself above all such things.

Faith brings an invisible world to our
view. It is "' the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. Many
of the blessings of ‘' the exceeding great
and precious promises.”’ based on the great
and stable facts of eur redemption, as weli
as the glorious realities of eternity. are
* things Aoped for.”’ Faith invests these
things with reality, and makes them su-
blime and solemn certainties, so real as to
make the transient wealth and hunors of
the world, bLut shadows in comparison of
these, infinitely higher things.

To the eye of a clown, a planetis but a
mere twinkling star, while viewed by the
wise astronomer, through a telescope, it is
a great world, astonishing him by its dis-
tance and magnitude. The gay and the
busy move round their little mole hills,
either enchanted by earth’s pleasures, or
absorbed by its more serious interests.
Faith looks bevond and catches a glimpse of
heaven’s glory, as weli as sees the hell from
which Divine grace delivers, and says: *'I
reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with
this glory.” -

Y We walk by juith and not by sight.” By
it alone, can a soul take iis frsf step along
the heavenly way. By it. also, alone can it

keep steadily and evenly in “‘the path of the

just, shining brighter and brighter unto
the perfect day.” By it we continue even
to the end, and obtain help from God for
all the way. It not only equals sight, one
of the most preciows of our senses, but
eclipses it, tor it takes the place of all five
sepses, It /Jears and the soul lives, It

looks and by it *‘all the ends of the earth
can be saved.” It fasfes and ‘' sees that the
Lord is good.” It smells both the fragance
of the sweet-savior offering by which salva-
tion comes, but alsc “'the battle from afar.”
It feels the virtue that goes out of Christ,
and heals us, and in its reality,” makes us
every whit whole.”

Thus, “'we walt’ embraces the startof

the path, the length and weariness of it,
and its glorious and trinmphant end as well.
It gave Noah to see a deluge coming when
1t is guite uncertain that he ever befure saw
a drop of rain. It gave Abraham tosee a
land of promise as a good Jand, and a large,
when as yet it wasonly fermed ‘A land that
T will show thee' (Gen -12:1).
.1t made Moses properly appraise this
world’s empty glory, and put “the pleas-
ures of sin for a season’’ alongside the re-
proach of Christ, which is, as it were, the
poorest and roughest of His gifts to us, and
in comparison count the former to be
*trifles light as air.” ‘' He endured as see-
ing Him who is invisible,”” and what he en-
dured, the loss of a court and kingdom,
the glory of Egypt in the heyday of its
youth, was what few beside have known to
so full an extent.

It gave '"the noble armv of martyrs” a
power of endurance that met death in a
hundred forms, and while more desoclate
than the beasts of prey, whose dens they
were fain to hide in, and all because faith
was the substance of things hoped for,the evi-
dence of things not seen.”’

Glorious reality, this heaven-born [aith!
Blessed fact, too, which is true of all God’s
redeemed, we have ‘“obtained like precious
faith through the righteousness of God,
and of Jesus our Lord." G.

Science teaches us that charcoal and dia-
monds are both made from the same ma-
terials under different influences. The one
absorbs the light, and the other reflects it.

Are we charcoal Christians, absorbing
God’s love and care and manifold mercies,
selfishly keeping them all to to ourselves,
or are we diamond Christians, who are re-
flecting and shedding abroad the beautiful
rays of Christ’s love, and mercy, upon those
about us?
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Tender Brass , Cos piock

‘e maketh me to fe down in pastures of Tender GGross’

“ @Il Things are Wours— Cephas’™

(1 Cor. 3:21, 22).

Reviewing this matter of our * vested
rights,”” according to this wonderful inven-
tory given by the Holy Spirit, after seeing
that Paul is ours in his fourteen epistles,
setting forth of the Christian’s position,
privileges, etc.; that Apollos is ours, in the
Old Testament Scriptures in which he was
“mighty,” we come to ‘"Cephas,” as the
third item in the goodly list of our possess-
ions in Christ.

“ephes!” The Spirit's use of thisname
for Simon Peter here and in 1 Cor. 15,
where he gives the list of the public witness-
es of our Lord’s resurrection. is striking.
It very plainly links it with the first use of
the word in Scripture, our J.ord's greeting
of Peter, when first brought to Him by his
brother, Andrew, John 1:42. The story is
a sweet and simple one, and by its place in
the sacred record is a vepresentative one.

Andrew, we never hear of save on four
occasions, of which the above is the second,
but scant as is his record, the events are
great, and comprise all the elements of a
sound Christian character. They are as
follows:

1. Andrew ‘' heard John speak, and ol
lowed Jesus,” John 1:40.

2. e ** first finds his brother Simon, and
browght kine io fesus,” John 41, 42,

3. He finds the lad with the loaves, ""and
lells Jesws,)” John 6:9,

4, He is told by Philip of the Greeks,
and thev, two, " fefl fesus,”’ John 12:22,

Andrew, then, in brief, received John's
testimony fully and came te Jesus for Him-
self: next he brought lhis brother DPeter
there also. Then he is the Lord’s go-
between as to both the lad and the Greeks.
He acts on the principle that if he is not of
much account, he knows one who is, and
he zets others into direct contact with Him.

Simon Peter, Andrew’s " own." and per-
haps only brother, ‘Y was bronght fo Jesus”
He owed his blessing instrumentally to his
brother Andrew’s yearning desire, and per-
sistent effort. Bwt it was neither on the
way nor means of his blessing that Peter’s

soul rested, but on #4e One to whom Andrew
brought him. Andrew’s plan was a good
and effectnal one. Having obeyed the
Lord’s call to ** Come and see!’ where He
dwelt, and ahiding that day with Him, bis
first thought wasabout ' his own brother,
Simen.” Peter might, in his impetuosity
have pooh-poohed Andrew’s report, or have
worsted him in an argument, 50 Andrew
took a safe course and nader his skil{ul and
loving hand—

1. PiTEr was BroucgHT TO Jrsus.

He rested not in some hearsay or second-
hand report as to who our Lord was, or
what were His claims, but came to Christ
for himself. More accurately, he was
“hrought to fesus.” This may imply that
Peter was against coming at first, but
whether or no, Andrew met all difficnlties
by getting his stronger-minded or more
forceful brother directly into contact with
the Lord Himself.

The first result of this important step
was that Simon heard {rom our Lord’s own
lips a dounblc message, that, doubtless, gave
character to his after life.

First, when Jesus beheld him, He said—

“I"hou «rf Stvow, the son of Jonas; '

Thou shalf be called CEruas, which is by
interpretation, A stone,”” John 1:42.

How much in so little, one’s entire moral
history in two words, or in a change of
names. ' Thou art Sanesn,” intimated all
that he was according to the flesh, or asa
man in hissins. ' Thou shalt be Ceplas,”
or a stone, referred to the new place in
which grace would set him as a living stone
built into God’s house or Church, which our
Lord was about to build. True, nothing is
further unfolded, and the entire record as
to both Peter’s past and future is in asingle
verse, But whatever the contrast between
Peter, as being in Adam or in Christ, being
of the world or of the Church, part of that
which had Divine judgment stamped upon
it or of what was destined to eternal glory,
all was brought about by this one simple,
blessed fact, he was ‘" drought lo Jesus.”
This had in it the secret of all that ever
came after of blessing for Simun Peter, so
we may say he was converted to the truth,
which his gracions Savior and Lord after
took pains to unfold to him more fully.

II. Prrrr's Carr To Forrow CHRIST.

His real “‘start in life'” was perhaps when
the Lord claimed him as His own, as given
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us in Mark 1:16. ‘' Simon and Andrew are
together, casting a ned,” when the L.ord,
walking by, says, "* Come ye affer Me, and
I will make you to become fishers of men.”
Their response is immediate, and '‘straight-
way they forsook their nets and followed
Him.” 'This act, however, did not seem to
be a permanent one. They dropped what
they were at, and left their nets, thesymbol
of their toil, to go after the Lord, but not
until lJater, it seems, were they fully separ-
ated from all unto Him, whose grace they
had both tasted and whose call was here
clearly given to them. The one was ex-
pressed in ** Come and see,” and the other in
Y Come ye after Me.”

IiI. PETER'S SEPARATION TO THE LLORD'S
SERVICE.

In Luke b, however, Andrew is unnamed,
and Simor once more hears the Lord’s
voice, and in more ways than one. Many
pressed upon Jesus to hear Him when He
enters Simon’s ship, while he is washing his
nets. Christ’s first claim is obeyed without
a question, and .Simon and others hear His
teaching out of the ship. But at the close,
Christ had to do with Simon more personal-
1y, saying, "' Launch out into the deep, and
let down vour nets for a draught.”

To this Simon responds that while they
have toiled through the nigihtand in vain,
vet at His word he would do so. He suits
the action to the word and what a cluster of
events are s2en together. The net is filled
to breaking; and both ships began tosink
with the number of them. But how much
more in a moral way, for Peter malies a
double discovery—that the One who had
claimed him as Lord was also ‘‘Lord of
heaven and earth,” and he fell at His feet,
confessing "'I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
This was going to the bottom, and to this
end our Lord wrought this mighty act.
Peter now sees the Lord in His true char-
acter, and in result also sees himself. Qur
L.ord heeds not Simon's word, ‘' Depart
from me,” but says, ‘Fear not, from Aence-
fortk, thou shalt catch men.” Many a les-
son, doubtless, had Simon tolearn later, and
patient and forbearing was his gracious
Master's training, but here he really cut
loose and separated to the Lord, for we read,
“they forsook &, and _followed Him.”
They had previously left their nefs, and now
with this fuller revelation of the Lord's
power they leave 4¢// beside,

v

IV. Perer’s CoNFEssiON Or CHRIST AS
His OsjecT.

But later on, another crisis came, and
manv were going back to walk no more with
the Lord, because He would reveal Him-
self still more. His heart grieved, He asks,
" Will ve also go away?' and Peter at once
responds, ‘‘Lord, to whoem shall we go; Thou
hast the words of eternal life,”” John 6:68.
How grateful to our Lord’s heart, at such a
juncture, was Peter's fervent confession of
what the Lord had been to his own soul.

V. PETr’s CoNFEssioN oF CHRIST, AS
Son or GoD.

Later still, when our Lord’s rejection was
still more pronounced, and He challenges
His little band, as to what men said of Him,
not only could they tell Him of their vari-
ous judgments, but Peter could add, **"Thou
art the Chyist, the Son of the living God.”
Both born and taught of God he certainly
was. vet that very hour he called forth our
Lord’s rebuke, ' Get thee behind Me, Sa-
tan.”” ‘Thus humbled, he was then taught
as to both His kingdom and Chuorch, His
path and glory. s

Three times over also Peter was one of a
favored trio. whom our Lord privileged to
witness what others did not—His power in
raising the dead daughter of Jairus, His
glory on the holy mount, and His sufferings
in the garden. Thus as he later says, he
became a witness of His sufferings and of
His glory.

VI. PeTer’s TramwiNG For THE LoORD’:
Worx. .

Peter in many more striking and illustra-
tive acts is before us in the sacred record.
(1) He even reboked our Lord when He
spoke of His death, and so merited His re-
buke, Matt. 16:22. (2) He refused His gra-
cious service in washing His disciples’ feet
and later wished not only his feet washed,
but his hands and head, John 13:9. (3) He
boasted that though all demied Him, yet
would not he, though already forewarned of
his grievous failure Luke 22:84. (4) He
found two swords, and in using one to de-
fend his Master, called forth His rebuke.
“Puat up again thy sword into his place. for
all they that take the sword shall perish by
the sword,” Matt. 26:52. (5) He, when
they all forsook their Lord and fled, railied
and followed Him afar off, and then in the
High Priest’s palace denied Him, and in re-
sponse to our Lord’s look went outand wept



HOME FRIEND.

bitterly, Matt. 26:75. (6) He, on the other
hand, the Lord sent His special message of
grace to, ‘'Tell My disciples and Peter,”
and to him He appeared first among the
apostles on the day of his resurrection.
(7) He, it was also, who led the way when
seven of the apostles “"wenta-fishing’” on the
Sea of Tiberias, and be who, girding his fish-
er’s coat on him made first to land, Jobhn 21.
VII. PeTER'S
APOSTLESHIP.

Varep MINISTRY AND

He, it was, who stood up in the midst of
his brethren and urged the replacing of
Judas by a man whom God would choose,
Acts 1:15-26. He stood up with the eleven,
and while explaining the event of the Holy
Spirit’s descent to the dwellers in Jerusa-
lem, charged the guilt of Christ’s cross upon
them, to the saving of 3.000 souls, 2:14-41.
He used the occasion of a beggar asking an
alms to heal him, and preach Jesus to the
people, Acts 3. He in the midst of the Jew-
ish council preached Christ as the Living
Stone to them, and when charged to hold
their peace said, ** We cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard,’ ch.
4. He, also with the gift of ** discerning of
spirits,”’ rebuked and exposed Ananias and
Sapphira, and thus prevented the defiling of
God’s house. He also, on the eve of a third
arrest by the Jewish rulers, lJaid down’ his
apostolic platform as, "'"We ought te ebey GGod
rather than men,”’ ch. 5. He, on going
with John to Samaria discerned Simon the
sorcerer’s hvpocrisy and exposed him Dbe-
fore ail, ch. 6. .

He as a pasfor, passed through all quar-
ters,”” healing Kneas at Liydda, raising Dor-
cas at Joppa, and “tarried many days in the
house of Simon the tanner,” ch. 9:32-43.

Ie, too, as an ecvangelists **opened the
door af faith unto the Gentiles,”’ in the
house of Cornelius, and the first Gentile as-
sembly was formed there, Acts 10. He
also further defended what he had done,
when contended with by those of the cir-
cumecision, putting all in order before them,
and concluding with " What was I that I
should wlhstand God? when they beheld
their peace and glorified God,”” Acts 11:1-18.

He, it was, who when imprisoned of
Herod, on the supposed night of his execu-
tion, lay sleeping between two soldiers, and
when delivered, went to the prayer meeting
{0 ** declare how the Lord had brought him

out,”” and to **send word to James and to
the brethren’’ ere he departed elsewhere,
ch. 12:1-17.

He, also, in the council of Jerusalem si-
lenced all disputing as to the law by asking
" Why tempt ye God by putting a yoke on
the neck of the apostles which neither our
fatbers nor we were able to bear,” 15:6-12.

On the eve of our Lord’s departure, He
had charged Peter to feed and shepherd
His sheep and lambs, and how fully he gave
himself to it, we can judge by his service in
**the Acts,”” and in his epistles.

Many whom he addressed in his first
epistle, he had preached to on the Day of
Pentecost. There he shepherds them by
the remainder of all their blessing being
Divine, and flowing from

1. The election and foreknowledge of the
Fuather, ch. 1:8. 2. The sanctification of
the Speréf, ch.1:8. 3. The obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Chrrs, ch. 1:3.

They were begotten again to

1. A living hope linked with Christ as
risen, 1:3. 2. An inheritance reserved in
heaven for them, 1:4. 3. Preservation by
the power of God unto salvation, 1:5.

They were already endowed of God with

1. The salzation of their souls by faith,
1:9. 2. FHedempiion through the blood of
Christ, 1:18. 8. Born again by the Word
of God, in the Gospel, 1:23.25,

Peter exhorts them in varied relationships
The elect of God, 1:2.

His obedient children, 1:14.
His redeemed people, 1:18.
. Brethren, 1:22; 3:8.

A spiritual Aouse, 2.5,

A ARoly priesthood, 2:5.
Believers, 2.6,

A chosen generaiion, 2:9.
A royal priesthood, 2:9,
10. An holy nation, 2:9,

11. A peculiar people, 2:9.

12. The people of God, 2:10.
13. Strangers, 2:11.

14. Pilgrims, 2:11.

16. Free, 2:16.

16. Serwvanits of God. 2:16.

17. Followers of Christ, 2:21.
18. Skeep of His flock, 2:25.
19, Heirs of grace, 87,

20, Inheritors of dlessing, 3:9.
21. The righteous, 512,

22. Stewards of grace, 4:10,
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28, Suferers with Christ, 4:13.

24, Christians, 4:16.

95, Howuse of God, 4:17.

26, Flock of God, 5:2.

27, God’s Aerifage, 5:3,

The relationships in the second epistle are
28. Obtained of precious faith, 1:1.

29. Given all things for /e and godliness,

3.
30. Called to (by) glory and virine, 1:3.
31. Given exceeding great and precious
promises, 1:4.
32, Partakers of the Divine nature, 1:4.
33, FHeloved, 3:1, 8, 14, 17.
Peter’s exhortations are various—
Gird up your loins, 1:13,
Be sober, 1:13; 4:7; 5:5.
Hope to the end, 5:5.
Be holy, 1:15.
Sojourn in fear, 1:17.
Love one another, 1:22,
Lay aside malice, etc., 2:1.
Desire the milk of the Word, 2:2,
Abstain from fleshiy lusts. 2:11.
Be honest in conversation, 2:12.
. Submit to anthority, 2:13.
. Silence ignorance, 2:15,
. Not abuse liberty, 2:16.
. Honor ail men, 2:17.
15. L.ove the brotherhood, 2:17.
Fear God, 2:17.
. Honor the King, 2:1%7.
. Servaunts, be subject, 2:18.
. Wives, be subject, 3:1.
. Wear hidden ornaments, 3:1.
. Husbands, honor the wife, 3:7.
22. Be all one-minded, 3:5.
23. Compassionate, 3:8,
24. Loving. 3:8,
25, Pitiful, 3:8.
26. Courteous, 3:8.
27. Rendering blessing for evil, 3:0.
28. Eschew evil, 4:11.
29. Do good, 4:11.
30. Seek and ensure peace, 4:11.
31. Not afraid of evil, 4:18.
32. Not troubled. 4:13.
33. Sanctify the Lord, 8:15.
34. Be ready to answer, 3:156.
8h. Having a good conscience, 3:18.
36. Armed with Christ’s mind, 4:1.
37. Be sober and watch unto prayer, 4:7.
38. Have fervent charity. 4:8.
39. Ungrudging hospitality, 4:9.
40. Minister of a gift, 4:10.
41, Speak as oracles of God, 4:11,
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42. Minister as God enables, 4:11,

43. Not think fiery trials strange, 4:12.

44, Rejoice in suffering for Christ, 4:13.

45, Not suffer as evildoers, 4:15.

46, Not be ashamed to suffer, 4:15.

47. Glorify God for it, 4:16.

48, Commit ourselves to (God, 4:19,

49, Elders, feed the flock, 5:2.

50, Younger, submit to the elder, 5:5.

51. All, be subject to each other, 5:5.

52. Be clothed with humility, 5:5.

53, Humble vourselves under His hand,
5.8,

h4. Cast all your care on Him, 3:7.

55. Be vigilant, 3:8.

56. Resist the devil, 5:9,

57. Steadflast in the faith, 5:9,

These are contained in the 2nd epistie—

bB. Add to your laith virtue, 1:D.

59. Add to virtue knowledge, 1:5.

60. Add to knowledge temperance, 1:£,

61. Add to temperance godliness, 1:6.

62. Add to godliness brotherly kindness,
1:9.

63. Add to brotherly kindness charity,
1:7. .
64. Give diligence to make calling and
election sure, 1:10.

65. Be mindful of the words of the pro-
phets, 3:2.

66. Be mindful of the commandments of
the apostles, 3:2.

67. Be not ignorant of this one thing, 5:8.

64, Be diligent to be found of Him in
peace, 3:14.

69. Be diligent to be found without spot,
3:14,

70. Be diligent to be found blameless,
3:14.

71. Account the longsuffering of our
l.ord salvation, 8:15,

72. Beware lest ve be led away with the
error of the wicked, 3:17.

3. Grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord, 3:18.

How plainly in these thirty-three or
maore characters, and seventy-three exhor-
tations do we see Peler’s greaf desire for
the welfare of his brethren, and if we but
realize our need of his service of love, how
truly we shall become enriched by it, and
rea]ize more fully than, perbaps, we have
that "' Cephas isours.”” May it be o by
God’s grace and for His glory! B.C.G.
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