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for the Lambs

EC"ber 61‘355 of Christ’s Floch

‘\He maketh ma to lie down in pastures of Tender Grass"

BDap by Dap*

I heard a voice at evening softly say:
Bear not thy yesterday into to-morrow,
Nor load this week with last week’s load of sorrow,
Lift all thy burdens as they cowe, nor try
To weight the present with the by and by;
One step and then another, take thy way—
Live day by day.

Live day by day.
. Thongh autumn leaves are withering round thy way,
Walk in the sunshine—it is all for thee,
Push straight ahead as long as thou can’st see;
Drread ‘not the winter whither thou may’st go,
But when it comes, be thankful for ihe snow—

Live day by day.

Live day by day.

The path before Me doth~not lead astray,

That Christ is in the one that’s close to thee.

Do the next duty. It must surely be

Onward, still onward, with a sunny, smile,

Till step by step shall end in mile by mile,

““I’l1 do my best,”’ unto my conscicnce say—
Live day by day.

Live day by day.
Why art thou bending toward the backward way?®
One snmmit and another thou shalt mounut,
Why stop at every round the space to count?
The past mistakes, if thou must still remember,
Watch not the ashes of the dying ember;
Kindle thy hope, put all thy fears away—

- Live day by day.

Some JFruits of JFaith

It is weil to observe how James, through-
out his epistle, insists upon a practical proof
of the faith that ought to be found in all
those who profess to follow the Lord Jesus
Christ, and how those very ways of faith
found their perfect expression in the One
who is set before us as our Example, ' that
we should follow His steps.” There seem
to be three ways especiaily set before us by
James. by means of which he demonstrates
true faith. and in each of these we have the
perfect Pattern in Him of whom the epistle
to the Hebrews speaks as the ' Beginner
and Finisher of faith,”” for in these things
éIe displayed His entire dependence upon

od.

First—In connection with temptations, or
as we usually say, ''trials,”” we are called
upon in chap. 1 to count ‘it all joy when ve -
fall into divers temptations, knowing that
the trial of your faith worketh (out) pa-
tience.” We read of the Lord Jesus that
* for the joy that was set before Him (Ie)
endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set on the right hand of God.”" His faith
in God, and the joy which His faith pre-
sented to Hisvision, enabled Him to endure
even the cross, and how blessed to know
that He has come through it all, and is now
“crowned with glory and honor” at the
Father’s right hand. So we are told now
that ** Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation, for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord -
has promised toall them that love Him "
(chap. 1).

Second—OQur faith is to be manifested in
connection with “'wisdom,” even that *‘wis-
dom which cometh from above.” We are
prone either to rely upoen our own wisdom,
or some other than God’s for the needs met
with by the way, and hence are taught that
“If anyman lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not, and it shall be given him: but
let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, etc.
Here, too, we behoid the Lord Jesus in His
lowly path through this world show His ut-
ter dependence upon His Father, While
He was, of course, omniscient, as the Al-
mighty, vet in the place of manhood He had
taken, He relies upon the wisdom of God,
being guided by His Word in all things.
For instance, when tempted of the devil,
He replies each time He is attacked by that -
which was written for man’s guidance.
“Tt Is written,’’ was, 0 to speak, the "sling
and the stone ™ by which He defeated the
foe. He thus shows us what is the only
Source of wisdom for those who trust God.
He depended, not on Himself, tho' He was
surely all-sufficient, but upon His Father,
and follows His directions given to all who
will receive them upon the unerring page
of truth. By this means Satan is foiled, for
he can do nothing with one who cleaves to
the written Word of God.

The Lord’s constant habit of prayer, as
recorded in the (Gospels, shows how abso-
lutely dependent He was upon His Father
for wisdom as for all else. The prophet
Isaiah says: ** Behold (the) virgin shall be
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with child, and shall bear a son, and shall
call His name Iminanuel: Butter and honey
shall He eat, that He may know to refuse
the evil and choose the good.” - Under the
figures of ' butter ’ and “‘honey’’ the Pro-
phet (so it would seem) sets forth the wan-
ner in which this Child of the virgin should
develope (spiritually). They may repre-
sent that which was His spiritual food, and
that, we know, was the Word of God, even
that in which He saw expressed His
Father’s will, which He said was His
“meat’’ (see John 4). It was that by which
He was strengthened and enriched (for He
possessed nothing of this world's fatoess)
and it was also the Source whence He de-
rived the perfect wisdom which He dis-
played in His walk through the world, As
Jonathan, on an exploit of faith, had his
eves enlightened by the honey, so the Se-
cond Man, in His path of faith, found the
written Word of God to give light to Him,
and it was to Him ""Sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb’’

James says of this ** Wisdom that cometh
from above,’ that it "*is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated,
Tull of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality, and without hypocrisy’’ (chap. 3),
What a blessed thing to obtain, and to dis-
play. It belongs only to faith.

Third—James speaks in connection with
the proper display of faith, of ' meekness.”
This is not the same as patience, though
sometimes it is regarded so. But whereas
“patience” isenduring under trial, “'meek-
ness ' is the surrendering of one’s rights.
We are told that *' the man Moses was very
meek, above all the men which were upon
the face of the earth ™ (Num, 12). Thisis
said of him when he was reproached by his
brother and sister for having married an
Ethiopian woman. Now in the position in
which Moses stood before God, he might
have answered their reproach and preten-
tious claims, but he remains silent. so far as
we know, and does not attempt to defend
himself, and by quietly bearing their in-
sult gives the Lord, so to speak, an oppor-
tunity to vindicate him, which He shortly
did, giving them a sharp rebuke, while hon-
oring Moses. How beautiful a type of that
Greater One who said—"* Come unto Me all
ye thaf labor and are heavy laden, and 1
will give you rest: take My yoke upon you
and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly

in heart, and yeshall find rest to your souls,
for My voke is easy, and My burden is
light*" (Matt. 11)., How blessed tc have
such a One to learn from, and let us re-
member, it is not merely precept that He
sets before us, but e is our blessed Hx-
ample. Throughout His life on earth He
sought not His own rights, but rather the
Father’s glory and honor. Many and var-
ied were His God-given rightsas the Second
Man; heir of all things: He was, yet, when
denied and dishonored by men, He bore it
all, and rejoiced that the Father was with
Him. **When He was reviled, He reviled
not again: when He suffered He threatened
not, but committed His cause to Him that
judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2).

Thus we see again His faith shining out
in that meek and lowly spirit which He
showed all through His pathway through
the world, What dependence upon the
Father, waiting for His salvation, and find-
ing joy in the meantime in communion with
Him.

James, speaking to the rich oppressors of
the poor of God's flock, says: '"Ye have con-
demned and killed the just,and he doth not
resist you.'" The faith of these suffering
saints is beautiuflly manifested by their
non resistance of evil. What a word is this
to-day amid the clamorings of the poorer
classes for their rights. How blessed to
suffer if thereby God be glorified, and He
always is when His people suffer rather
than take things into their owwn hands, wait-
ing for God's time to vindicate them. God
would not have His people bear the spirit of.
the anarchist or the socialist, but savs "'Let
your maoderation {or, your not insisting on
rights) be known vnto all men,” and the
encouragement held out is this: *“T'he Lord
is at hand ' (Phil.4:5) 'Thisis also what
James says to the oppressed children of
God: ''Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto
the coming of the Lord. Behold, the hus-
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of
the earth, and hath long patience for it un-
til he receive the early and latter rain. Be
ve also patient; stablish your hearts, for
the coming of the L.ord draweth nigh.”
(Patience and meeknessare here combined,
just as in.chap. 3 meekness and wisdom are
associated). ‘Thus it is the high honor and
privilege of the saint who is wronged,
whether it be by the world or by his own
brethren, as in the case of Moses, to show



HOME FRIEND, .

that spirit of meekness, submitting fo in-
jury where it is a question of hisown rights
and waiting for the coming of the Lord if
need be rather than acting as a judge,
which can rightly be done only by Him who
is the Judge, and this is the One who says to
us: 'Isay uato you that ye resist not evil,
but whosoever will smite thee on the right
cheek, tarn to him the other also, and if
any man will sne thee at law, and take
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also,
and whosoever will compel thee to go a
mile, go with him twain, Give to him that
asketh of thee, and from him that would
b;)rrow of thee, turn not thou away” (Matt.
5.

James seeks also to find the expression of
genuine faith in other qualities, as good
ness, purity. erc., but these three things
are real marks which ought not te be lack-
ing in us, and it is to our shame if they are.
What he says in chap. 2 is the work of faith
generally, not one or two acts of goodness,
which might be merely human and not the
fruit of faith at all, but “good works,”
which include not only ' goodness,” but all
the fruits of the Spirit, aud these alone are
good in God’ssight, and impossible apart
from faith. .

May these things of which we have spok-
en and ail the precious fruits of faith be
found in us to the praise and glory of God
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

W.H,

The Bring Engineer*

“Don’t lift my head so high—mny back is
broken-—if_paing my back.”

“SBend for my wife.”’

“No, T shan’t get over it; T am dying.”’
_{They told him his ruother was come.)

““Mother where ave you? T ean’t see you
now; but don’t grieve for me, mother. It

was not my fault. Thank God it was not my
fanlt.

“1 am going home to my blessed Lord
Jesus. I fonnd Him in life, and He is with
me in death.”’ .

“Dan’t ery, mother., Tt is T who grieves
for you. 1 only grieve for you, mother, for
I am afraid vom have not eome to Jesus.
Don’t put it off, mother; you must come to
Him. Oh! don’t put it off. I—I am going

home to Him—going Aome.”’
“fell asleep.”’—Aets 7:60.)

Reader have you come to Jesus? People
come. o everythin e. They eome to their
].mv-keepfﬁg,'ﬁﬁ_e’if-gf_gﬁings, to the amount of
their faith, to their morality, yea, to any-
thing of theirs, but not to Christ, ““You must
come to IIim” to get relief, to get salvation,
to get life. Come to Jesus. “‘Come unto Me,
all ye that Iabour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.’” (Matt. 11:28.)

(And thus he

Thite as Snow*

(Is, 1: 18).

““Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be white
as snow.”’

Wiite ag srow! O what a promise
For the heavy laden breast!

When by faith the soul receives it
Weariness is changed to rest.

Mueh forgiven! Quite forgiven,

Oneo for all, yeb daily, too,
Tet me live pear CHYISC my Saviour;
Teet me keep the Crosa in view,

Mueh forgiven! Then let boasting
Be forever cast aside:

Shall a freely pardoned sinner
Dare to lift his head in pride?

Much forgiven! O my Saviour,
Tf my present state bo such,
May these fnurther words deseribe me:
This poor_sinner Ioveth mueh!
T——T e

A Prisoner of the Zord*

For fifteen vears she had been an invalid,
and for cleven years, had been a prisoner be-
tween the sheefs.

““Fleven years in bed,” I said with a tone
of pity.

“No,”’ she replied, “‘eleven years in His
arms.’’ reminding me of the restful text,

“TTnderneath are the everlasting arms.”’
{Deut. 33:27).

Often she had to be alone for many hours,
with no companion but her Bible; which of
late she conld only read by laying her cheek
upen the page. '

One day her husband went out to his work,
and forgot to leave the precious book near
cnough to be within easy reach. How could
she live a whole day without a word from her
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best friend! Impossible! She must get it;
s0 reaching out her weak arm, she found she
could just touch the covers. Tnable to move,
the difficulty of drawing it toward her was
very great; but by continued ciforts, she drew
it nearer and nearer and nearer until it was
elose to her. Now a new trouble arose; the
exertion had g0 exhausted her, that she was
unable to use it.

Then came a little temptation to think it
hard that she could not have this one pleasure
of reading her Father’s word. Again she

iried to open the volume; but it grew larger

and larger, and as she endeavonred to raise
the covers, they seemed to turn into two iron
gates, leading into a beantiful garden, where
were grassy lawns, dripping fountains, voses,
lilies and flowers she bhad never secen before.

“If T eould but set my feet upon that cool
grass; if T might hut feel that water in my
hot hands, and bathe my brow with its fresh
drops; if only I were permitted to gather large
bunches of those fair flowers.”

But she could not open the heavy gates.

Then the Lord stoed by her and with her,
on the outside of the enclosure, and as He
tonched her, He said:

“It is all right, My child, that is My gar-
den; but in thy weakness, thou could’st not
bear the splash of those fountains; yet thou
shalt have the dew., Thou eould’st not walk in
those grassy ways: so lean upon My hosom.
Thon conld’st not gather large bunches from
those bushes and beds; be content to take the
flowers T give thee, one by one.”

A few snowdrops were upon her small tahle,
and the vision scemed o change, as the Savi-
our stood heside her bed, and passed them to
her flower hy flower. At the same moment,
“sweet promises came into her mind, flowers
© from the book she eould not open,

“T will never leave thee, nor forsake thee’’
{Heb. 13:5),

My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfeet in weakness’ {2 Cor,
12:9).

““He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: e leadeth me beside the still walers’
(I’s. 23:2).

“Tio, T am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world™ {Matt. 28: 20).

Then followed verses from I’salm 121,

““He that keepeth thee will not slumber.

““The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy
shade upon thy right hand.”

““The Lord shall preserve thee from all
evil : He shall preserve thy soul.”’

How wonderfully the Master can make up
for any weakness in His servants! She could
not walk in the garden and gather promises
for herself ; but she had, what was even better,
she received them from the loving hands of
Jesus, .

This passing of love-words went on for an
hour, the last one being, “‘Unto you that fear
My name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise
with healing in. His wings’’ (Mal, 4:2),

The invalid remembered repeating the word
““Jlealing’” and went to sleep repeating it.

Not wvet the golden dawning.

Of the Sun with healing wings:
Not yet the happy merning—

Sleep, child, till Love outflings
The banners of the glory:

Sleep through the lingering night:
True healing is before thee

Tn Heay’ns on-goming light.

Fn Christ

In the sight of God there are only two
classes of peéople in the world—those who are
in Christ. and _those who are not in Christ.
To one of these classes you belong. There is
no third elass—mo nentral class. If you are
in Christ, then old things are passed away.
ffe 18 (he portion of yopr soul—the source of
lasting jov. If out of Christ, you are of the
sworld, Yon may have the world’s smile and
ity _bhest wishes, But teil us, what will the
world’s Tavour do for you in the solemn day
when you shall stand hefore God? It will be
only as the sonnd of sweet music to the crew
of a foundering ship. Christ is the only sure
and lasting portion for the soul. To have
rl.verythifm‘“?a{ﬁ?t Trom Christ, 1s eternal loss.
You must have a sure foundation for eternity.
In other words, yon must have Christ. There
s no coindemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus.

The salvation of God provides more than
forgiveness of sins that are past. It spreads
a present ‘‘lable in the wilderness.’”” Tt sat-
isfles the heart. It provides a feast, which
the worldling has never tasted and has never -
knowmn. .

HoMe FRIEND, 6oc. year, in U.8. oo, B. C, Greenman, Editor
& Publisher, Home Friend Office, 647 Yonge St,, Toronto, Can.
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Tender Orass o onte

“He maketh me to lie down in pastures op Tender ¢ 1ass”
afrn

Restless Beart, Don't Morry So.

Dear restless heart, be still; don’t fret and
WOILTY $O0;

God hath a thowsand ways His love and help
to show;

Just trust, and {érust, and trusé, until His
will you know.

Dear restless heart, be still, for peace is God’s
own smile,

His love can every wrong and sorrow recon-
cile;

Just love, and love, and love, and calmly wait
o while,

Dear restless heart, he brave; don’t moan and
SOFFOW $0;

He hatl a meaning kind in chilly winds that
blow;

Just hope, and hope, and hope, until you
braver grow.

Dear restless heart, repose upon Ilis heart an
hour;

Iis heart is strength and life, Iis heart is
bloom and Hower;

Just rest, and rest, and resl, within is tender
power.

Dear restless leart, be still; don’t toi! and
hurey so;

God is the silent One, forever calm and slow;

Just wait, and wait, and wait, and work with
Him helow,

Dear restless heart, be still; don’t struggle
to be free;
God’s life is in your life, from ITim you may
© ot flee;
Just pray, and pray, and pray, till you have
faith to see. —E. W. L.

——

The Poetry of Plants.

Lvery organ of a plant, in spite of all diver-
sities of form and color, is only a transformed
leaf.

Tennyson wrote truly of the philosophy of
plant growth ;

*So careful of the type she seems
3o careless of the single life.”’

For every plant, when in danger of its life,
owing to unfavorable conditions, hastens to
blossom, that is, to produce the part upon
which the propagation of the species depends,
so that whatever happens to the individnal the
race shall be saved. Owing to this law, in
spring when the weather is often severe, Cap-
pricion, the Crocus, the Willow, the Blaek-
thorn and many other spring plants and trees,
develop flowers hefore foliage, and the Prim-
rose sends 1ts blessoms straight up from the
ronts, instead of producing them from side
growths, 'What a heautiful symbol of self-
sacrifice in the formation of a flower!

In this saerifice of its own individual life
for the sake of the life of the race, all the
finest qualities of the plant come out and cul-
minate, the graee of form, the brilliancy and
harmony of color, the sweetness of perfume
and the richness of fruit. And is it not so in
human, self-sacrifice, when we give up for our
own individnal geod or pain for the benefit
of another? Toes that unselfish action not
develop er show torth the highest excellencies
of our nature? Was not our Lord’s faece
transtizured on the mount when Ile spoke
of the decrease which Ie should accomplish
at Jerusalem, and did not the countenance of
Stephen shine like the face of an angel when
he died a martyr for the great truths that
hiess the world? H. MeMillan.

Varied Glories of the Son of God.

(Jno. 1:29.51.3

In this wondrous chapter we have the holy
Bpirit giving us a complete sketeh of our
Lord Jesus from the Kternity of the past, ere
worlds were made, right on to His coming
Kingdom here on earth, The hasis of all that
He has dene, iz doing, and will yet deo, is
found in Ilis aderable and glorious persom,
and this 1s revealed to be, the Fternal Word,
the oNEY BrGoTTEN of the Father, and God, in
absolute and unlimited Deity.

1. ““The WorkD,'” revealing God to men, be-
cause He was (bod and the Divine Creator of
all things. (1-3).

2. “The Lire,” communicating life to
others, hecanse He was ever its source and
fountain, {4 v.). '



3. ““The IaaHT,”” manifesting all things, and
both revealing man to God, and God to man.
(6:9).

4, ““The Oxty BeEcortEN of the Father,”
declaring His Father’s name and giving to
his own His Father’s Word. (14 v.)

5. ““Jmsus CHrIsT,”’ the apostle of Chris-
tianity, ‘‘bringing grace and truth.”” (I7 v.).

6. ““The Corizr,”’ or God’s anointed, which
John confesses he was nof,”” and whom An-
drew later on confesses our Lord to be to
his brother, Simon. {v. 20 and 42).

7. ““The I.amr or Gob,”” the Sin Bearer,
who bears away the sin of the world, (29 v.).

8. ““'The BapTizer,”” with the Holy Ghost,
who forms His Church on earth in contrast 1o
His Kingdom. (33 v.).

9. *“The Sor or Gon,’’ His Divine character,
which John confesses ITim as, and later
Nathanael dees also. (34 and 49 v.)

10. “*The King ow Tsrarr,”” whom Philip
confesses as being the hurden of the proplets,
and Nathanael owns Him as well as being the
Son of God. What a cluster of glories sur-
rounded Him on these saered pages, as later
they will also in the day of His glory, when
many crowns shall be upon Tis head.

Our purpose, however, is to nofe especially
the characters given from verse 29 onward.
John the Baptist has been bearing witness to
men of their sins, charging upon them the
guilt of a broken law and of stoned prophets,
and his witness brought some to repentance,
and so they wére baptized of him. But now
he turns them ° from their sins to the Sin
Bearer, the sacerifice for Sins, and eries as if
triumphantly: ‘““Behold the Lamb of God,
which beareth away the sin of the world”’
(v. 29).

The old time enquiry, put by Isaac to Abra-
ham, his father, on their ascent to Mt. Mariah,
Where 15 the Lamb? is now being answered in
the Baptist’s declaration as to the Lord Jesus,
whom he pointed men te, as the True and
Only Saerifice for sins.

Next, he gives assurance as to his knowledge
of the fact, being from God, by saying, ‘1
knew Him not, but that He should be made
manifest to Israel.”” He had been set to
wateh for Him, and the heavenly sign given,
of the Holy Spirit remaining upon Him, had
been noted, and now John gave utterance to
the wondrous fact. DIut He goes further and
adds, “‘I saw and bear record that this is the
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son of God. This, it was, that gave all its
value to Iis offering; then, that e was the
“‘Baptizer with the Holy Ghost,”’ showed its
blessed resnlts for others, He who had re-
ceived the Iloly Spirit, hecause of His own
personal perfeetion, would also give the same
to those who rested on His sacrifice for sins.
This presents a lovely triplet of truths, which
as they are joined together in the Word, must
also be in the soul that helieves the truth of it.

1. Jesus, as the Lamb of God—Fis work
upon the eross.

2. Jesus, as the Son of God—His personal
glory and dignity.

3. Jesus, as the Spiril-Giver—His exalta-
tion in glory, from whence He gave the Holy
Spirit.

Then we have another day, the day of His
glory, pictured for us. “‘Again, the next day
after, John stoed and two of his disciples and
looking om Jesus, as he walked, he saith: Be-
hold the Lamb of God’’ {v. 35). John con-
templates Him with adoring faith. His heart
wells up, and rnhs over in worship, and the
overhearing of his words on the part of two
of his disciples lead them dafter Christ. He
vhallenges them as to what they sought. Their
answer 1s precious and appealing, ‘‘Master,
where dwellest thou?”” He is before their
hearts as He had been hefore their beloved
Master's. Our Lord’s reply is highly instruc-
tive. e deoes not name a place {o eome to or
a road to take, but gives ‘‘the clue to the
maze,’’ for all the journey of life, for all of
us, and to all time.

He gives no sign, works no miracle, and
speaks mo parable, but simply and lovingly
invites their hearts’ confidence to Himself,
and also witnesses the means by which He is
mostly to be known, He gives Iis Word,
“Come and see.”’

Thus ITe educates their souls in the path of
faith, and as He proves them, He leads them
on into closer intimacy with Himself.

“They came and saw where He dwell.”’
The abgence of any name here to the place is
a lesson for our faith also. In Matthew our
Lord is eonnected with Bethlchem, the city
of His royalty., In Mark, with Capernaum,
the eity of His power. In Luke, with Nazar-
cth, the city of His reproach. But here in
John, ““where He dwelt” ts unnamed, and is
presented as heing only known to those whose
hearts are toushed by Ilis grace, and whe in



obedience to His “‘ecome and see’’ followed
Him to Iis secret abode.

They ‘‘abode with Him that day, for it was
about the tenth hour’ (39 v.). Blessed re-
sult! By day and night they companied with
Him. He had first invited them to see, but
now it is extended heyond this limit, for they
“gbode with Him.”” IHow suggestive of our
Lord’s later promise to Ilis disciples, that He
and the Father would ‘‘ecome and make thetr
abode with them.”” So, also, in the Apostle’s
prayer, Eph. 3:17, we read: ‘‘That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith,”” only in
these passages it is the converse side, being His
dwelling instead of ours.

The effeets of so abiding with Christ are
soon seen, for we read that one of them, An-
drew, ‘“first findeth his own brother Simon,
and saith: We have found the Christ, and he
browght him to Jesus.”” Whatever difficulties
were involved in the winning of sueh a reso-
lute soul as Simon Peter, all were conquered
as the resnlt of theiv stay with Jesus, and only
the blessed result is noted, ‘“he brought him
to Jesus.’” Here, again, we have a lovely
triplet of {ruths:

1. ““They abode with Him’’—the
communion with the Lord.

2. ““He brought him to Jesus”’—the power
of communion in service.

3. ““Thou shalt ba called Cephas’—the new
position of the saved one.

Simply and sweetly the Iloly Spirit notes,
but witheut any comment, these varied steps or
stages in the history of our souls! First, the
abiding with Him, then the bringing of others
to Him; and finally the changing of the name,
or our place in the church of God. All this
aonpects with our Lord’s present place on
high, on the day after His sacrifictal work
upon the cross. ‘

““The day following, Jesus would go forth
into Galilee, and findeth Philip and saith unto
him, Follow Me’’ (34 v.).

This presents an entively new aspect, hoth
in its dispensational and moral bearings. In
the first view, it presents our Lord in His
coming kingdom, first finding the remnant of
Judah, or Ilis witnesses with next dispensa-
tion, and then their being used to bring to
Him the rest of their hrethren as pictured in
Philip and Nathanacl. The moral view of it,
however, is suited to our own and all other

joy of
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ages. Our Lord would “‘go forth into Gali-
lee,” instead of being hidden in the seccret
place, where faith must discover His retreat,

“*Guing forth into Qalilee,”” “‘the cireuit,
rolling around, or wheel, well illustrates the
going out of Iis heart in. grace into this
world,”’ secking and ‘‘finding’’ souls, then in
turn settmcr them to find others, v‘hleh ooes
on to the end.

Herc- again, is a third triplet of truths:

““dJesus findeth Philip and saith, Follow
ME’ —the call to His path and service.

‘“Jesus  seeing Nathabael coming to
Hlm —Iis perfect knowledge of each soul
and its exercises.

3. ““Jesus answering him, Thou shalt see
greater things than these’’—Ilis promised re-
ward to the faith that comes to Him, con-
fesses and follows Him,

The varied lessons of these three days are
thus rich with instruction for our souls and
just in the order of the Holy Spirit in the
sacred word, so iy 1t also in our moral history
as led on by the hand of a good and gracions
God.

The final picture, as presented to Nathan-
ael, is of the holy angels “‘ascending and de-
scending upon the Son of man.”” Heaven had
come down to earth in Ilis blessed [Person,
and so the Heavenly Hosts found their de-
light m seeing Ilim and sevving Him, con-
templating and worshipping Him. May it be
our holy joy to keep their good company and
thus show their blessed employ, B.C. G

Boping or Rnowing: Wlhich?

Many in respouse to the enquiry of them
as to their heing savep say: ‘“Well, I hope
50, and vet of these many have no right
whatever to use these words?

First, if a person is still in their sins, has
never yet vepented of them before God, never
seen nor confessed themselves as being lost
sinners, what right have they to Aope they are
saved? 1f they have never come to Christ, as
He is the only Saviour, what folly, then, for
them to entertain so vain a hope, for a snngle
moment? If such is the ease with any of our
readers, let us ask them, in all kindness, to
ennmder one serious word of Secripture, in

Job 8: 11—
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““(Can the rush grow up without mire? €an
the flag grow without water? Whilst it is yet
in his greenness, and not cut down it withereth
before any other herb. So are the paths of
all that forget (fod and the hypocrite’s hope
shall perish. Whose hope shall be cut off, and
whose trast shall be a spider’s web.”” ““He
shall lean upon his house, but it shall not
stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not
enduare.’’

Now, while we would be far from branding
all who are in uneertainty as to their soul’s
salvation as heing HYPOCRITES, vet there is no
manner of question that this repulsive name
means those who profess to be what they are
not. In view of this faet, then, we put it to
any reader who hopes he or she 1s saved, with-
out knowing first that they have accepted the
Saviour: Is this not dangerously near to
being, in God’s sight, a hypocrite, or one who
assumes a position or character not rightly
theirs.

But there are others also who Aope, whom
God would have give up their hope for cer-
tainty or knowing. “‘Ilope’’ relates to the
future, or what we do not possess, and salva-
tion of the soul is a thing of the present, and
18 associated in the Word of God with simple
faith in Him who saves, and then taking His
Word about it, so that we can sayv: “We
wNow. We believe and are sURE,”’ beeause
God’s Holy Spirit teaches us to ru;t implivitly
on Him.

On enquiring of one such recently how he
was brought to the Lord, his reply is as fol-
lows:

““In the first place it was surely the Tloly
Spirit’s work, 1 had been a hotel-keeper for
a number of years, but had got out of that

" business, and was keeping hooks for a lumber
eompany, when all alone by myself was
brought to see that 1 was a lost sinner, con-
Tessed 1t {0 God, and was forgiven, ] made
a publie profession of the same, and, like
everybody else, joined the church. That was
in 1869, and I went on in that way until the
meeting of those gathered to the name of the
Lord at Laceyville, Pa., in 1877, where 1 first
met yon. Well do I remember your taking a
seat by my side on a dry goods’ box in [ront
of the building where the meeting was being
lield, smoking my cigar, and you put the
question direct to me: Was I saved? I recall

also my thought and indignation at such a
question, but nevertheless 1 answered you by
using the old stereotyped answer: ‘I morE so.’
But T have cause to thank God for sending
you to meet me with the Scriptures that led
me to luvestigate the subject, and the result
was that very soon I could say ‘Yes!” and

have heen glad i my heart ever since.’'—
L. T. R. '

In this brother’s case it is plain that the
PASSURANCE OF SALVATION, ” while it is a plain
Seripture doectrine, and the heritage of all
who trust our Lord Jesus, yet struck him as
“the pain of a new idea,”” and he was indig-
nant at it being pressed upon him. In one
thing he was wise, however, if not in this
nmiatter of assurance. This wa.s, that he looked
into it in the light of IToly Seripture. He
became a “‘Berean in searching the Seriptures
daily to see if these things were s0.”’

The result, as he herc presents it,
“That very soou I could say ‘Yes,’
been glad in my heart ever since.”’

That “‘salvation’ is of the Lorp (Jonah 2:
9) that Tle is its source and fountain, is sur
first lesson after learning our need of it. That
He hostows it, that it is **By GRACE we are
saved™ (Eph. 2:8) is our next one. That it
is also by FAITII or simple aceeptance on our
part comnes next, as we read: ‘““Receiving the
end of your faith, even the safvation of your
sorls” (1 Pet, 1:9). That while it is ‘‘not
of works,”” 1t is nevertheless ““unlo zood
works'' as a result, for salvation is both from
the guilt and judgment of sin, and also from
its power and reign over us.  Then it is
““eternal salvation’’ or all the way heme to
heaven— ‘the salvation whieh is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory.™’ B. C. G.

was:
and have

Mourner, whereso’er thou art,
At the Cross there’s room;
Seek that consecrated spot,
At the Cross there’s room.
Tell it in ﬂw Saviour’s cars,
Tle will hush thy doubts and fears,
He will wipe away thy tears;

At the Cross there’s room.
T —

Homr PRIEND, foe. year, in U S. yoe. B, € Greenman,
Editor & Puhlisher. Howme Friend Office, 647 Yonge Street,
Toronto, Caun.
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Tender Grass . @yrist's Flock
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H Ltfe’a Leason.

““pHY WILL BE DONE.’

My Father! Thou hast given to me a task 1
cannot learn

'‘And often in it I can not Thy usnal love dis-
cern;

Sometimes so bright and easy ‘tis, I love to
read 1t it through

But oftell 'tis so dark and hard, T hide it
f‘rom my VI_F_:E

I cannot understand the lines so full of mys-
tery strange;

T cannot eomprehend the plans by which Thou
dost arrange;

I know not why it all should seem within my
mind confused,

Like some vast problem, which io solve, the
light hath been refused.

I cannot see why, if Thou would st this bitter
lesson teach,

That Thou dost not in simpler form deliver
it to each;

For some the 105&011 learn at once, and some
take many years,

And broken-hearted some have toiled, and
learnt it through their tears.

My child! {how knowest not the way I work
My great design,

By daily discipline and care, to make thee
wholly Mine,

To purify thy sinful heart, and change thine
earthly love,

And twine thine heart’s affeetions round thy
home in heaven above.

T know thy nature well, My child! the secrets
of thy heart,

Thy longing to be near to Me, thy proneness
to depart;

Thine utter feebleness to learn the lessons
that I give,

The many changes that affect the little life
you live.
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I know the task is hard, My child, T love to see
thee take

The cup I send, and try to smile, awhile the
hand doth shake;

Fear not; for though thou canst not see My
presence hy thy side,

The grace and strength thou needest then
shall amply be supplied.

Thou knowest not how oft My heart doth
gaze with tend’rest love,

When I hehold thee striving hard, and wateh
thee from above;

And how I yearn until My child the blessihg
shall attain,

‘Which she has asked of Me, yet knew not
what it cost to gain,

I see each dark perplexity, I make the mys-
tery clear,

Know just how long to hold the storms, how
swift thy bark to steer;

And only want for thee, My child, to trust
thy Father’s care,

And leave entirely to His will, the burdens
thow must hear.

Not one too many or foo great will I appoint
for thee,

The lesson I would have thee learn, is just to
lean on Me; .

And that theu should’st, in My hands. thy
little will resign,

And take My mighty will, and learn, to make
it wholly thine?

Thus shalt thou grow more like to Me, My
likeness then will shine,

And in thy character and life will burn a
light Divine;

Thus only thou wilt truly know the bliss of

“‘perfect peace;

That preciouns blessing that I give to those

from self who cease.

My Father! teach me how Thou wilt—1I lean
on Thee for rest;
Take what Thou wilt away, withhold just
what Thou deemest best,
Help me to trust Thee simply, when T may
not see Thy faee, )
And love Thee for the trials, where Thy hand
‘ 1 cannot trace. :



So may I spend my life with Thee—whate er
that life shall be,

Bring sweetness into every heart, by bringing
more of Thee;

Until thou wilt recall me home, and, saved by
Jesus’ love,

I’ll change my life of trial here, for one of

rest ahove.

Two Bets of Tables,

““ At that time the Lord said unfo me, Hew
thee two tables of stone like unto the first,
and come up unto me into the mount, and
make thee an ark of wood. And I will write
on the tables the words that were in the first
tables which thou breakest, and thou shalt put
them in the ark.”—Ideut. x. 1, 2.

How delightfn] and how good and needful
for us to dwell npon the facts conneeted with
the two sets of tables—the first set smashed
to atoms at the foot of the mountain, and the
second set enclosed in the ark.

TIHIIE BROKEN TABLES.

The law-giver holds up to the hearts of the
people past scenes and eireumstances in such
a way as to rivet them upon the very fablets
© of the soul, Ile allows them to hear the con-
versation hetween Jehovah and himself; he
tells them what took place during those mys-
terious forty days upon that cloud-capped
mountain., ITe lets them hear Jehovah's refer-
ence to the broken tables—the apt and foreible
expression of the utter worthlessness of man’s
covenant,

For why were those tables broken? Becanse
the people had shamefully failed. Those shat-
tered fragments told the hnomiliating tale of
Israel’s hopeless ruin on the ground of law.
All was gone, Such was the obvious meaning
of the fact. It was siriking, impressive, un-
mistakeahle. Like a broken pillar over a grave,
which tells, at a glance, that the prop and stay
of the family lies mouldering beneath. There
s no need of any inmseription, for no human
language could speak with such elogiience to
the heart as that most expressive emblem. So
the broken tables were calenlated to convey to
the heart of Israel the tremendous fact that,
so far as their covenant was eoncerned, they
were utterly ruined, hopelessly undone;
they were eomplete bankrupts on the score of
righteousness.
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THE UNBROKEN TABLES. .

But then that second set of tables! What of
them? Thank God, they tell 4 different tale
altogether. They were not broken. God tock
care of them. ‘‘I turned myself,’” says Moscs,
““and came down from the mount, and put the
tables in the ark which I had made; and there
they be, as the Liord commanded me.”’

Blessed faect! ““There they be.”” Yes, cov-
ered up in that ark which spoke of Christ, that
blessed One who magnified the law and made
it honorable, who established every jot and,
tittle of it, to the glory of God and the ever-
lasting blessing of His people.  Yes, he could
sav: “*Sacrifice and offering thou woildest not,
but a body hast thoa prepared me: In burnt-
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast no
pleasure.  Then said T, Lo, 1 eome (in the
volume of the boek it is written of me) to do
thy will, O God; vea, thy lew dis within my
heard” (Heb, x.; IPsa. x1).

Thus, while the hroken fraginents of the
first tahles told the sad and humbling tale of
Israel’s utter failure and ruin, the second
tables, shut up intact in the ark, set forth the
glorious truth that ‘“Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to cvery ome that be-
lieveth, to the Jew first, and also to the Gen.
tile.”” “When he said, sacrifice, and offering,
and hurnt-offerings, and offering for sin, thou
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein;
which are offered by the law; Then said he,
Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh
away the first, that he may establish the sec-
ond. By the which will we are sanectified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ onee for all.”’ C.H. M.

Discipline. -

Tf a saint gets imto trouble, still he is
Christ’s sheep, and I am bound, in whatso-
ever way 1 can, to seek to get him out of it.
He may say, ““What business have you to
come ?”” and the like; but I ought to go and
lay myself af his feet, in order to get him out
of the net which he has got into, even though
he dislike me for it.  This needs the spirif of
grace, and the seeking to bear up before God
my brother’s sin as though it were my own.

........ Nine-tenths of the diseipline
which ounght to go on ig individual. If it
comes to the question of the exercise of the
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discipline of ‘“‘the SBon over his own house,”

the church ought never to take it up, but in
gelf-identification, in confession of common

gin and shame that it has come ever to this;
go it would be no matter of court justiee, but
a disgrace to the Body. Spiritnality in the
church wopld punrge-out hypocrisy, defilement,
and evervthmg unworthy, withont assuming
a judicial aspeet.

If it were in one of our houses that some-
thing dishonorable and disgracefnl had hap-
pened, should we feel as thoueh we were alto-
gether uneoncerned, or that we had nothing
to -do with it? It might he that some repro-
bate son must be put out for the sake of the
others; he cannot be reclaimed, and he is cor-
rupting the family—what can bhe done?

1t may be necessary to say, ‘1 cannot keep
vou here; vou shall not corrupt the rvest hy
your habits and manners.”’

Would it not, nevertheless, be for weeping
and mourning, for sorrow of heart and shame
and dishenor to the whole family? They
would not like to talk on the subjeet, and
others would refrain from it, to spare their
feelings; his name would not be mentioned.

All discipline unt:l the last act is restora-
tive. The act of putting outside—of excom-
mnunication—is ~not, propuly Hpedkil‘lg,‘ dis-
cipline, but the saying that discipline is inef-
fective, and there is an end of it; the church
says “I can do no more.’ J. N. D..

Money—Its (aco and Hbuses.

Many enjoy the very music of its name, its
elear ring upon the counter, and the glitter
of it as “*yellow gold,”” or as bright silver, or
as crisp bank notes. One that we knew, used
to draw it out of the bank periodically, just
to make sure it was there and quietly put it
back again for sate keeping, and then ‘‘smoke
his pipe in peace.””  But he left his hard
earnings to a son, who spent them in a far
ghorter time than it took to make them, and
thus helped to make his boy a fool, by inflict-
ing on him a trust that he had no wits to
take care of.

Another, we knew, who next door to starv.
el his wife to death, and you could bny his
entire houschold outfit for a few dollars, yet
‘hie had houses and lands and money aplenty,
and over all a cloak of hypocrisy to cover

his sins.  But he had no wisdom to direet and
he died in filth and wretchedness,rmthﬂut the
comforts of life or enjoyment of Godls pres-
ence, & warning to all who knew him-—a ‘miser-
able old miser!

Another we knew, who bemme well oif
but withheld more than was meet, and then
in God’s righteous government lost gome thou-
sands of dollars by a fake speculation, and
holding the rest with a tight hand, left all to
his wife, who, though it was hers ;alone, had
her hands tmd up by the same spirit, so that
she cpuld not carry out her heart’s desire for
fear of offence to her children.

Others, we know in happy eontmst,ztha.nk
(od, who have invested for cternity in. the
spread of the Gospel, which had saved them
and of the truth which had set them free, and
these have ““treasure laid up in hegren,” as
well as proving that in ““the keeping of God’s
connnandments s great (present) reward.”’

With this contrast in mind, we purpose
considering this subject, in the light. of Serip-
ture, and to give frankly and fairly what we
helicve is taught therein, leaving all eriticisms
with Him who ‘“‘tries the . reins and the
heart.”” 1t He approves, we may he well
content. Two classes will not approve, we
lnow,—those who foard money to their loss,
and those who do not honestly egrn what they
wet.  Others, however, we frust to serve and
help.

Moaney is a subject which Secripture deals
with largely but wisely., In contrast to this,
many surfeit with their endless talk about
it, as though it was ““the chief end of life,”
and would fain persuade us that God thought
as highly of it as they do themselves, Others
affect a greater spirituality, and a brighter
plane of Christian life by ignoring it, or
never mentioning it at all, exeept indirectly.

The ““King’s highway,’’ lies between these
diteles, and we would fain direct our readers’
feet to pursue their way upon it in holiness
and in peace, in both present liberality and
fulness of the bones, and also future ‘‘share-
holding” and heaven’s rich reward to the
good and faithful servant.

The first mention of MoNwY, though not
using the identical word, is in (enesis 13:2,
“Abra;ha.m was very rich, in caitle; in SILVER
AND goLp.””  The latter, as the Book of hooks
as well as all other hlstomes show, was 'the
human means of commeree or hudiness deal-
ings with our fellowmen, ‘‘a creature of God



to bd received with thanksgiving, sanctified
by the Word of God and prayer,’” and to be
nsed with diseretion,

Will some say: ‘“‘How sad a result of Abra-
ham’s going to Egvpt?’’ Ile became rich,
and “‘they that will be rich fall into tempta-
tion and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destrue-
tion and perdition, for the love of money is
the root of all evil’”” (1 Tim. 6:9, 10}.

Hold! Does the Sacred Historian so write
up this story? On the contrary, it gives no
hint of dishonorable ways, by which Ahraham
became rich, or that it was at the expense of
communion with his God. True, in his go-
ing into Egypt, he leaves the place which God
had ealled him to, the pilgrim path, and denies
Sarah, his prineess wife—two very real evils,
for thus he ‘“fell from grace.’”” Government-
ally, however, God ‘‘rebuked Pharach for his

sake,”” and ‘‘gave him power to gain
wealth”” as He did Israel in Egypt later on

{Deut. 8:18).

Now, what does Abraham do with his re-
sponsible trust, and is it his master or his ser-
vant? - Let us see.

(1) He returns to Bethel, renews his TENT
and ALTAR (Gen. 13:3, 4).

{2) Gives Lot his choice, taking what he
left (13:9),

{3) Dgnivers Lot fromn his captors, at his
own personal cost (14:14-16).

" {4) Gave Mclehizedee TITHES of all that
he gained (14:20).

{d) Rerusep the goods of
Sodom (14:22-24),

“(6) Shows HospiTALITY to strangers with
a lavish hand (18:1-8),

{7} I%u)s a BURIAL ground of the Sons of
Heth (23:16),

_ The ﬁrst aclual mention of money, however,
ig found in Gen. 18, in eonnecetion with the
covenant of cireumeision, in the words:
“Bought with monrcy of any stranger.”’ ““He
that is bought with thy money must needs be
ciremmeiged.””  One thing, at least, that this
teaches, leuving ont for the prescnt the slave-
guestion, is that money, as veeards this world
and our relations in it means poweR. By it,
not enly can men buy what they may need
of life’s necessities or comforts, but also they
gain power over their fellowmen, God does
not-here diseuss the matter of slavery with
His servant, and neither brands

the King of-

him as
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‘worse than a heathen’ to have a slave, nor
praises him if he freed them. He nelther
commends nor condemns it here, but simply
owns its existence in the world, and teaches
His servant what to do in view of it. The
hought-slave as well as the born-son *‘must
needs be eircumeised,’’ 1. e., God’s order must
be maintained over dll that are under his roof,
in whatever relation—whether bought or born
there.

This initial mention, then, should impress
upon us the fact that ‘V[ONFY is EARTHLY
POWER.

On the one hand, it is both a GIFT and a
TRUST from God, to be used as all others
are, as both from Him and for Him. On
the other hand, it may become a curse instead
of a blessing, if it ceases to be held as a sacred
trust or stewardship, and so instead of being
a uselnl servant, it becoines a tyrannical mas.
ter, and enslaves us to our present and eternal
loss.

The first recorded wuse of money in Serip-
ture, however, was for the purchase of a
burial-plot (Gen. 23), which witnesses the
frue (‘hdI‘&CteI‘ of the world we are in, a scene
where ‘gin reigns unto pEaTH,’’ and where

““none can keep “alive his own soul ” and ‘‘the
world passeth away and the lust of it.”” But
this first record heing that of ‘“the father of
the faithful,”” it is well to note hou: he spends
his money as well as what it was spent for,
(1) He vefuses ax a GIFT what he has the
rueans to pay for, and also refuses to take
on CREpIT what he ean pay, as men say, SPOT-
casi for. He seeks no favors, risks no dan-
wery, and makes no compromises!

Brethren, let us copy this fine example, it is
sound and good, as some of us have learned,
largely, perhaps, by the Jack of it. The man
who offers to give you what you can afford to
buy, will later on have “‘an axe to grind,’” and
yvou will be the poor SBamson with your eyes
out, who will have to turn the grind-sténe!

Further, the fawning ITittite, who says:
““Oh, take it, what is so trifling an affair.
between good friends like us?’” will to a dead
rertainty take vengeance on his impulsive
gvnnmmtv later on, and exact from you his

“pound of flesh.”’

{To be contmued )
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Eender ‘Grass

- tor the, Lawbe
- ut‘ ﬂihrmn EHInrk

LV HE minketh me to Im dozvn Tiw postures of - Tender Gfﬂ.s\'

4l

* The Dauma

who giveth us
{1 Tim. 6:17.)

“Trust in the living God,
richly all things to enjoy.”

Fain would I live,
praises;

Tho' lowly be'my skill, yet common daisies

Perchance may cheer more hearts than flowers
far fairer,

TFor those ecan cull them who may not the
rarer;

God teacheth by the humble sparrow’s fall,

And His best glfts are given unto all,

my God, to sing Thy

Mis sunshine and His stars, His clouds and

. rain,

The purple hill slopes,
plain,

The shady woodland and the soft hum of bee,

The joyous notes of song birds’ melody,

‘The fragrant air, the health-restoring breeze,

The radiant glories of the skies and seas.

and the gorse-elad

O child of God, how rich thou art, and free,

How royal is thy heritage of glee!

Boundless thy wealth—lift up thine eyes above

Karth’s narrow sphere to God’s encircling
love,

For the wide world is His, and love divine

Redeemed this heritage, and made it thine,

Thou ownest not, maybe, a foot of land,
Thou hast no gold or silver at command,
-But thou hast Glod, and whatsoe’er He wills,
“Who owns the cattle on a thousand hills!
Rejoice, be glad, and sing each hour His

, praises,
‘Who gems the night with stars, the earth with
: daisies, —J. H. 8,

H Child of God.

. There was a ripple of excitement all
‘through the orphan asylum, for a great lady
had come in her carriage to take llttle Jane
‘home with her,

~Jane herself was bewildered thh the
.thought The" kind matron led her down

he, wide, stairway,. and as. she paawd the

hall door she saw the shining carriage, the
fine horses, the liveried servants, .and, it seem- '

od like.a dream

< hope sho iy glad t,o gu, sa.u;l tha great
lady. in her gentle. tumes. .\ Do. you, want
to go home -with me and he my child, my
dear?"’

“I don't know,”’ said Jane, timidly.

“But I am going to give you beautiful
clothes, and a gold ring, and a box of candy,
and books and dolls, and hlocks and a swing.
Now do you want 1;0 got

T don’t know,”” said the Chlld timidly,
still frightened.

“You can have a little room of your own
with a beautiful bed and table and chair;
vou shall have a bird in a cage, and a little
dog with a silver eollar. Don’t you want te
go with me, Jane?”

There was a moment’s silence, .and then,
the little one said anxiously: ‘‘But what am
I to do for all thig?”’

The lady burst into tears. “Only to love
me and be my child,” she said, as she folded
the little girl in her arms.

God ﬁnds us orphaned and desolate and
defiled with sin and poor and naked and
blind. He adopts us into his family, and
gives us all thai we need in this life, with care
and protection, and His own name, and for-
givness, and the companionship of the Holy
Spirit, and an inheritance in glory; and all
that He asks in return is that we should love
Him and be His children.

* Propbecies Concerning Our Lord
fulfilled Literally.

1. He was to be born of a Virgin—Isaiah
7:14. .

. At Bethlehem-—Mieah 5:2.

. Called out of Egypt—Ilosea 11:1,

. Anointed with the Spirit—Isaiah 11:2.

2
3
4
5. His entry into Jerusalem—Zechariah
9
6
7

' '. Betrayed by a friend—Psalm 41:9.
. Hated without a canse—Psalm 69:4. -
8. Forsaken by His Disciples (sheep sca.t-

tered)—Zechariah 137,

© 9. Bold for th;rty pleees of sﬂver—?ec-

-harlah 11:12.
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10. The Potters ﬁeld bouo’ht—7echarlah
‘Il 13

11. Spat upon and GeourgedAIsalah 50 :6.

12. Not a bone of Him hroken—Exodus
12:46, Psalm 34:20.

13. Gall and Vinegar given to Hlm—Psalm
69 :21.

14. His garments parted—DPsalm 22:18.

15. Lots cast upon His vesture—Psalin
22:18,
-~ 16. Taunted with non-deliverance by God
Psalm 22:8.

17. Mocked at by wmked men—Psalm 22:7,

18. His feet pierced—Pralm 22:16.

19, Despised and rejected—Isaiah 53 :3.

20. Wounded, struck, scourged — Isaiah
53 :5.
" 21, Opened not His mouth {when before

Pilate)—TIsatah 53:7.
22, Moved from court o court—Isaiah

53 8.
~ 93 Tlis grave made with the wicked (pur-
posed j—Isaiah 53 :9,

24, With the rich in 1lis death {realized)
—Isaiah 53:9. -

25. Pronounced guiltless by all
53:9.
* 96, Bruised by God—Isaiah 53:10.

These all have been literally fulfilled, why
not those which speak of—

His Personal Advent?

The Rapture of His Saints?

The Judgment of the Sainis?

The Destruction of Anti-Christ?

His Personal Reign?

The Judgment of the Nations?

The Judgment of the Dead, the casting
of the Devil into the Lake of fire, and the
Destruction of His Kingdom?

Tsaiah

PROPHECIES AS TO TIIS SECOND
COMING.

This does not mean Death, beecause His
Coming again to receive us is not the same
. as our going to Him. -

1. He will come ‘‘Himself,”” with a
“‘Shout,’’ "the ‘* Voice of Archangel,”” and the
“Trump of God—1 Thess. 4:16.

2, The dead shall hear His voice—John
D28,

3. Shall be raised and ¢ angedgl Cor. 15:
51, 52. ! B

- bargain,”’

4. Caught up to meet Him.in the air—1
Thess, 4:17, -

5. Received unto Himself in glory-—John
14:3.

6. Will come to earth again—Aects 1:11.

7. Te the same Mount of -Olives—Aets 1:
12; Zech, 14: 4. _

8. In Aaming fire to judge men—2 Thess.
1:8

9. In clouds, with power and great ﬁlory—
Matt. 24 30. _

10. With Hig Samts—l Thess, 3:13; Jude
14,

11. Every eye shall see H]m—Rev. 1: 7.

12, Will destroy Antichrist—2 Thess. 2:8

13. Will sit on Ilis Throne-Matt. 25:31;
Rev. 3:21.

14. All Nations gathered together—Matt,
25:32.

].) ‘W]ll sit upon the Throne of Dawd——Isa

; Luke 1:32,

]6. On Barth—dJer. 23:5, 6.

17. ““The Saints’’ shall reign—Daniel T:
18, 22, 27; Rev. 5: 10,

18. ‘All Kings and Nations shall serve Him
—Psa. 72:11; Tsa. 49: 6, 7.

19. The “'Sovereignty’’ of this world will
be Iis—Zech. 9: 10; Rev. 2: 15,

20. The people shall gather unto Him—
Gen. 49: 10,

21. The Nationg shall go up to Jerusalem
to WOI“ih]p Hun—Psa 86: 9; Zech. 14: 10;
Jer.

‘32 To Hlm every knee shall bow—Tsa 15:
23.

23. The Apostles on Twelve Thrones—I\Ia’tt.
19: 28, ‘

24, A rule of judgment and justice—Isa.
9:7.

25, The Temple rebuilt in J erusalem—Ezek
43 2-5.

26. The Lord will enter it—TRzek, 44 2 4.

5D,

Money—1Its {Ises and Hbuses.

The day of Abraham’s purchase was not
one for elther seeking, as men say, ‘‘a good
‘nor for “‘driving a  hard
bargain, 7 for his’ beloved Sarah lay dead
in his Tent, and he is sore at heart, as he seeks
to ‘make the péedinl ‘purchase, for. .holy
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 burial, of a plot that he “canr call his own,”’

.But be this as it may, he is'net to be ruled by
-tere sentiment on the one hand, nor by Hit-
‘tite flatteries on the other. He must, if he
walks by faith, be ruled by Divine principle,
-and at this juncture as all others, this meant
to pay for all he got, even to a burial place,
and then to ‘“make it sure unto himself for a
possession,’? ‘md further, to ‘“‘make a cash
transaction,’’ and finally, after a fair and
squtare deal, to *‘bury his dead,’’ as he “‘came
to mourn for Sarah and fo weep for her.”
Money, in this initial uge of it, was plainly,
as Seripture shows us it is meant to he—"‘a
defence.’””  All his after life, it was a patent
_Fact, that ‘‘Machpelah before Mamre’’ be-
longed to the man who had not so much as
“to set his foot upon, and even after his death
we read of ‘“the field which Abraham pur-
chased of the sons of Heth.”
" It was a pathetic purchase, and also a signi-
ficant first one, this purchase of a few feet of
““our mother carth’ wherein to put the be-

loved form of the wife he loved so well but:

could not keep. Ifow much since that day in
this poor world has been spent in objects akin
to this, and yet with how marny it fails to lead
them to know the eomfort of Moses’ prayer:
““Thou {urncst man to destruction and sayest,
Return, ye children of men.”” (Psa, 90:3.)
(2) To he gained and spent aright.
The third use of money in the Sacred Book
is found in the sad plaint of Rachael and T.eah
as to their father: **He hath sold us, and hath
quite - devoured our money.”’  Gen, 31:15))
Whether this is to be taken quite literally or
“not, in either ecase, or as the judgment of pre-
judice, may be a question, but thus early in
“the IToly Book it indicates how many uses
“other than good uses money may he put to,
“and also reminds that later, the rec-lxomng
time will come when all have to give an aec-
‘count of their stewardship as to what they did
with their Lord’s money. The plain lesson is
' that money may be abused as to the means of
getting it, and if 'so it mist certainly bring a
eurse instead of blesxing. Let our money thus
be ‘‘elean money’’ as to both its geining and
Hits spending, and thus he “‘sanetified unto the
Tiord. "’ ‘ )

©(B) Money versus Gift.

The next mention of it, Gen. 42:25 is in
Joqeph 8 command ‘‘to restore every man’s
.monpy “hen hl‘i hrethren bought corn of

him T}us W e]l emphasizes the difference be-
tween two things -which men are endlessly
confusing, and’ yet 'which are quite distinet,
vea, very oppodites, namely, gift” and reweard.
‘While Joseph’s brethren pay money for their

‘corn, the restoring of it in their sacks’ mouths

surely meant that Joseph’s corn was free to
them, and so grace means ‘‘something for
nothing.”” Long and painful was the process
by which they, at least, learned it, but it was
none the less true from the beommnn“ Of their
exereises in the restored ynoney.

(4) Freedom without Money.

The next case, Exodus 21:11, is that of the
ITebrew slave set free, at the Jubilee: “*She
shall go out free. withouwt. money.”” This
further emphasizes the same truth that God’s

‘grace s withoud cost, except to Himself, as

the Provider of it. Next, “‘lle ig his money ™’
(v. 21} shows that money means more than

‘the mere coin we. vall that, so that if some
rob us of our lime,

property or otherwise
{and, alas, their. number is legion), it is in
reality rohbing us of our money.

(33 v. 30, “°If there be laid on him a smin
ol money, then shall he give for the ransom
af has life whatsoever is laid upon him,’’ veri-
fies the true word that cven Satan once spake:
““All that a man hath shall he give for his
tife.’* Money is but for our passage through
this life, and is often willingly given to save -
a man’s life, but none can by any medns re-
deem his hrother, or give to God a ransom for
him fm the 1edemptwu of their soul 15 pre-
cious,’

{4) The words, ‘‘they shall diwde the
money’’ (v. 35) shows that enchanting as the
love of money is and ** a root of all owl, yet
God ordains a fair division of it and that cach
shall have their proper share of it. '

(D) Restitution Money. (Ex. 22.)

““If the thict be found he shall pay double,””
or if even a trustee misappropriate fundq en-
trusted to him he shall “pay dowlle,’’ This

“betokens, surely, a law ‘“‘holy and just and

good,”” which ordains that the thief (whom
we distrust), and the master of the loose
(whom we trust) shall pay alike w hen ﬂm]ty.

Tf the father of a virgin vefused his. daugh-
ter in marriage to a man who had debased her

then he was to pay to her ‘‘the dowry of

virgins,”” for God would - be . ;o party to

human wrongs, w hether in theft of goods or of
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virtue, and His law is that he who violates the
rights of lns Tellows shall smart fur it, and
““there is no discharge in this war.’

(6). The Loaning of ’Ilone?,

Tn loaning money to the poor, Tsracl \Aere
not to be usurers, for as their God was gra-
ciong, 50 were they to be. This, in no wise,
liowever, teaches that one could lay elaim to
a loan of money from another, or that it was
to he without any interest. “‘If thou loan'
implies the raising of a question, and many
have found it a very necessary question to
raise, for too oftén loaning to others harms
both parties for days without number, Those
who expeet money without interest rarely
have any due sense of its value or how to use
it arigcht. (e.f. Lev. 85:37; Deut. 23:19.)

{7) Alonement Money.

““The atonement money of the children of
Tsrael, thou shalt appoint for the service of
the tabernacle,”’ ete, (Ex. 30:16.)

The claims of God on each man in Jsrasl
1o pay half a shekel of silver, as atonement
money, expresses the thought of responsibility
met by atonement, one aspect of our Lord's
work as a price paid to  cover man’s debt.
The use of this money indicates that the re-
deemed are io be devoted to the Redeemer’s
interests and not their own,

In Num. 3:49 the same kind of money 1s
called ““ Redemption money,”” which gives the
other side, for as atchement is made to God,
so redemption is brought to us by the same
wondrong fact of the cross of Christ,

(8) Money for Méat and Drink.

““Yo shall buy water of them (Tsau) for
myney,”’ ‘‘Meat for money and water,”’ etfe.
¢Deut. 2:6, 28), shows that while God rightly
gives Treely, and delights in° His merey, yet
independence of otliers is as integral a part
of godliness as is dependence on God. While
God, later, judged Esau for not “*remember-
ing the brotherly covenant,’’ and showing his
brother lsrael a litile favor, yet Ile taught
Tarael also to “‘pay their way’’ even through
the desert, and not to be “‘currying favor,"
“‘pleading poverty’’ or bemoaning their hard
cireumstances to move their brother’s heart to
pity. They were to be the head of ‘the
nations, and not the tail, and so not to be in
the role of paupers living on the charity of
sympathizing friends. ‘“God made mah up-
right, but he has sought out many inventions,’
even to excuses for living on others. *

{9) Money a Convenience and a Trusl, ™

““Thou shalt turn it inte money, and shalt
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bestow that money for whatspever thy. soul
lusteth after, and thou sha.lt ¢at before . the
Lord thy od” (Téut,, 14 29,‘26) shiows, the
graelom and beneﬁcenj: character of G‘rod’
law to Israql ‘He. conTIdered the length of
their ]ourneyb t,he]r toil .and wearlness, their
wishes, and desires. Wsth Hun temperance
was fo cat and drink in His holy presence.
Outside of thig the most innocent things would
but prove a harm to them. How well for us
all if our turning of things into money, and
bestowing it fer its various uses were all
regulated by such a conirolling power as this.

““ Cur guard the presence of the Lord;
Qur joy, His perfect, present love.*

(11) Resirictions as to Gatning Money.

““Thou shalt not sell her at all for money’’
(Deut. 21:14), written in relation to a cap-
tive taken to wife, shows how saeredly Gad re-
gards the marriage relation. Tf & man in
impulse had lifted an  inferior in position
to the level of a wife he must not, later, debase
her from it. In contrast, Joseph, even when
believing he was deeply wronged by Mary,
his espoused wife, ““was minded to put her
away privily’” not to expose her to the re-
proach of a life-long stain, and this was -be-
cause he was a just man. In this ““law of the
captive’’ God shows ns that the sacredness of
the human person is to bhe regarded above ali
money considerations, and 80 many another
thing ITe sets high above these, to impress us
that our money must he honestly earned, not
basely gained.

(12} Money Craved, bul not Gained,

““They fought and took no gain of mency’’
{Judges 5:19). The Kings of Canaan came
and they fought, but it was not merely against
fate, but against the God, ‘‘who executeth
Judement for all that are oppressed.”” The
spoil they gloated in the prospect of, as the
mother of Sisera and her wise ladies so exult-
ingly show later, they neither gain nor divide.
(tod was in the hattle with Iis losts, and
while composed of the timid Barak with his
undisciplined mountaineers, and Deborah, a
woman, they had also among them ‘‘the stars
in: their courses,”’ and ‘‘the ancient river,
Kishon.”' One lesson.is that the Canaanite
oppressors cannof. geb. our. money, unless by
(God’s permission, and.under His wise and
holy governmentd, . N
- . L {To he- ,qmtmued)
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Tender Grass of Christ's Flask

“He maketh me to le down in pastures of Tender Grass™
st

“Bealed Orders.”

Out she swung from her moorings,
And over the harbor bar,

As the moon was slowly rising
She faded from sight afar—

And we traced her gleaming canvas
By the twinkling evening star.

None knew the port she sailed for,
Nor whither her cruise would be;

Her future eocurse was shrounded
In silence and mystery;

She was sailing beneath ‘‘sealed orders’’ —
To be opened ont at sea.

Some souls, eut off from moorings,
Go drifting into the night,

Darkness hefore and aronnd them,
With scarce a glimmer of light;

They are acting beneath ‘‘sealed orders’—
And sailing by faith, not sight,

Keeping the line of duty
Through evil and good report,

They shall ride the storms out safely,
Be the voyaee long or short;

Far the ship that carries God’s orders
i} " . '
Shall anchor at last in port!

* The Hpprobation of the Lord.

It should be joy to anyone who loves the
Lord Jesus to think of having Iis individual
pecaliar approbation and love; to find He
has approved of our conduect in such and
snch cirenmstances, though none know this
hut ourselves who receive the approval. But,
heloved, are we reallv content to have an
approval which Christ only knows? TLet s
try_ourselves a little. Are we not too desirons
of man’§ commendation of our conduct? or
at least that he should know and give ns
eredit for the motives which aetuate it? Are
we content, so long as good is done, that no-
body shonld know anything about us—even
in the church to be thought nothing of? that
Christ alone should give ns the ““white
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stone’’ of Ilis approval, and the new name
which no man knoweth save only he that
receiveth 1% Are we content, J say, to seek
nothing else? Oh! think what the {ferrible

-~ evil and_treachery of that heart must be that

is not_satisfied with Christ’s special favor,
hut seels honor (as we do) of one another
instead T L ask von, heloved, which wouald
he most precious to you, which wonld you
prefer, the Lord’s public owning of vou as a
good faithful servant, or the private indi-
vidual loye of Christ resting upon yon—the
secret knowledge of ITis Tove and approval?
ITe whose heart is specially attached to Christ
will respond, ‘“The latter.””  DBoth will he
ours, if faithful; but we shall value this most;
and there is_nothing that will carry us so
straight on  our course as the anticipation
of it.

J. N. .
Httainment,

SPEAT YE MIGHT WALE wortny.”’  Is the
measure of oy growth and attainment in the
things of God worthy of my high calling, ac-
cording to the privileges that have heen afford-
ed me? is a guestion that might well be raised
with us. Let us ponder this prayer of one
moved by the Spirit of Christ, and deeply con-
cerned as to your welfare and progress, in
Col. 1: 9-T1.

This surely s demonstrative of the faet that
it is not the will of (fod that any should be
content with a hare existence as children of
His; but rather that there should be develop-
ment in Jife, in a real and practical way.
¢ As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, if 50
be yr have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”
(1 Pet. 2:2,3.) Not failing to lay aside those
things which characterize the flesh mentioned
in verse 1.

There surcly should be a steady drinking
in of, and being filled with, the knowiedge
which God has given to us in T¥is Word; but
this calls for diligence which we are exhorted
to give, and which, if we lack, we shouldl be,
and shall yet he, ashamed of.

“‘Meditate upon these things, give thyself
wholly”’——whole-heartedly, if you please—'‘to
them, {hat thy profiting may appear to all.”’
1 Tim. 4: 15, This implies an assimilation of -
the truth of God so that the effect of it will
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be seen. Col. 1: 9 speaks of gathering know-
ledge, but verse 10 goes farther, and speaks of
the inerease which should be in, or, rather, by
the knowledge of God. This shows that Scrip-
ture knowledge is not for the head, but for
our moral being as the food we partake of for
our physieal being, and to be assimilated for
the nourishment of our souls that we hecome
full, rounded-out Christians.

Let us be satisfied with nothing short of this.
‘We may see our high calling of God in Christ
Jesus, and know that when He shall be mani-
fested we shall he like Him, the fruit of His
death and resurrection; but it will he well if
with the Apostle we say, ““This one thing I
do” (Phil. 3), and desire that as far as pos-
sible it be laid bold of now in living reality.
Prayer and the supply of the Spirit of God
will he needed for this; bat this e will not
fail to give. Wm. M. H.

Money—Tts Uses and Hbuses.

(13) A Bad Use for Money and Its End.

*“The lords of the Philistines brought money
to Delilah to betray Samson” (Judges 16:18),

The rewurd of treachery it was, and these
unpriveipled men are ready to pay well for the
dastardly act of the siren inveigling from her
dupe the secret of his strength, that they may
bore his eves out and ‘‘bind him in fetters of
brass. ™’

Detilah’s end we are not told, but theirs we
are, for we read ‘‘the house (of Dagon their
god) fell wpon the fords and slew them,”
Thus ‘““the righteous Lord who loveth right-
eousness’’ settled the score with these base
men, ahd Delilah’s ill-gotten gain would be a
sorry portion to enjoy as many beside her
have realized. .

STOLEN MONEY.

‘“He restored the money unto his mother”’
—(Judges 17: 4),

We hear of ““good money’’ in quite differ-
ent senses; one is that which is gennine, not
eounterfeit, while another, we fear, often
means money that is not honestly earned.
Some speak of getting ‘‘good mouney’’ when
the work performed was not a fair exchange,
and thus was robbery. To loiter or waste an
employer’s time over personal matters, and
get paid for it all, is not good, but had,
money in His sight ‘‘who loveth r]ghteous-
ness, L

22

How Micah’s mother came by so large a
sum as 1,100 shekels of silver we are not told.
But we fear that it was ill gotten from her
confession. ‘I had wholly dedieated the sil-

“ver unto the Lord from my band, my son, to

make a graven and a mollen image.”” A soul
so perverted as fo associate Jehovah’s holy
name with geaven and molten hnages, which
[Te so distinetly condemmned, was not likely to
have earned honest or pure money. Further,
when It was stolen, she cursed about it, and
kept on tallking of it, as many do, as though
a aoney loss were the worst of all losses.
Then, tater, when it was restored by her thiev-
ing and idolatrous son, Mical, she talks cant,
saving: *"DBlessed be thow of the Lovd, my
son,”” when her whole cotnrse was a sinful one,
And the finale was worse than all, for she
“took two hundred shekels of silver, and gave
them to the founder, who made thereof a
graven inage and a molten image.”” Thus
early in Israel’s history hegan ‘‘the ahomin-
able thing which he hated,”” idolatry, with a
woman who salved her conscience by “‘a lih-
eral donation to the good eanse,”’ whieh, in
fact, it was but nominally to the Lord, and
actually to Satan.

Little wonder is it that we read of her son:
“The man, Mieah, had a house of zods, and
made an ephod and teraphim, and consecrated
one of his sons, who heeame his priest.”” The
Holy Spirit records: *“Tn those days there was
no King in Israel, but every man Jdid that
which was right in his own eyes.”” This per-
verted and idolatrous use of money is e of
many that is vight in men’s eyes. but abhor-
rert to Him who desireth truth in the inward
rarts.

The sequel is a sad one for the man, Micah,
so hadly trained by his idolatrous wmother,
hires a Levite for his priest (a grandson of
the law-givar, Moses, himself) and stolen by
the tribe of Dan, he initiates idolatry among
them, which lasts til] the eaptivity.

IIow plain, then, that to be endowed with
money as Micah’s mother, has its dangers, and
produced fatal results in her case, as, alas,
in that of toe many more, hoth ancient and
maodern.

Better a thousand times had this widowed
mother lost these 1,100 shekels of silver for
ever than to devote any part to such an unp-
holy use as she did, and how plain that the
widow with hut 2 mites in the Gospels was



happier far than her richer sister here, with
more of earthly gain.

Such a history remninds us of some compari-
song of Seripture: ‘‘Better is a little with the
righteousnoss than great revenues without
right.”” (Prov. 16:8.) God’s blessing to a
man may he money, but without His hlessing
upon it, in keeping the heart from covetous-
ness, and giving wisdom to use it aright, the
blessing furns to a curse, and only separates
the heart from its gracious Giver, and harms
the receiver as well,

MONEY AND IS WORTIL.

Ahab’s offer to Naboth was to hoy his vine-
vard, and give in exchange a hefter vineyard,
or **the worth of it in money’’ (1 Kings 21:2)
and has lessons for us.

Some things theve ave thalt have no money
equivalent, and this was one.  Nahoth's vine-
vard was ‘the inheritance of his fathevs.”
It was, thus, the gift of God in grace, and so
was to be cherished in tnru, as a sacred trust,
to pass on to the sneveeding generations as the
same. Naboth’s refusal to =ell it cost him his
life at the bands of the wicked Jezebel, but
his blaod was avenged hy God, and in loging
here he was doubtless a gainer above, where
ali final adjustments are made righteously.

THE TIME FOR MONEY,

The prophet Elisha's question: ““Ts it a time
to receive money?’’ {2 Kings 5:26) shows
that money has not enly uses, but fitting
times, and Gehazi’s eovetous spivit had led
~ him to undo all that his faithful master had
done, to represent Israel’s God as “*the God of
all grace.”” Whenever (God is displaying Fim-
self in grace to men, how serious for any who
profess to be His representatives, to belie that
grace by ‘‘snpposing that gain is godliness.”

Right as it iz that God’s servants, as the
Levites of old, should be righteously and
liberally maintained, yet the going forth of
the Gospel, or of help for the people of God,
is never to he made an oceasion of covetous-
ness.  So without any regard whatever for
monetary results should service he rendered,
as unto the Lord, and neither fo men, nor for
men merely. The early servants of God ‘‘min-
istered nntto the Lord’’ as the basis of all, and
their going out to others was but a part of the
same (Acts 13:1), The Apostle Paul thus
rejoices that where muach service apparently
was tost, ““he was unto God o sweet savour
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of Christ in them that are saved, and in them
that perizh’”’ (2 Cor, 2:15).

The remembrance of this should maintain
Grod’s servants in a true sense of dignity and
honor, and preserve them from the sad apos-
tacy of Gehazl, who belied both his master
and the (Hod of Israel, hy his evil covetonsness.

THE LORD’S MONEY AND ITS USES.

““All the money of the dedicated (holy)
things, even {1) the money of every one that
passeth the acconint of God’s poll tax (Ex. 30:

3); (2) the money that every one is set at
{in making vows, Lev. 27:2), and (3} all the
money that cometh into any man’s heart to
hring, ete. (2 Kings 12:4).

The money gained from these three suurees,
taxation, vows and [reewill offerings, was com-
manded of the King to be used for repairing
the ITouse of <od, but in his 23rd vear, the
repairs were not yet made, The guestion is
why?  Was it a perversion of it from the
Priests and Tevites, to repairing breaches$
It would seem so. Tn any case, Jehoiada
adopts a new plan, and bores a hole in the lid
af a chest and set it beside the altar and soon
there was muech money in it, which was laid
out faithfully. "Thiz view is later confirmed
by the statement: ‘‘The trespass money and
sin money was not brought into the house of
the Lord: it was the priest’s’ (2 Kings 12:
16).

This may teach us not enly that the Lord
has claims on Tis people as to their persons,
vows and gifts, but that money devoted to Him
should have-definite objects and not be divert-
ed from these. How often persons count
“paying the rent,” and care of their meet-
ing-place, giving unto the Lord, when it is no
more such than that of their own homes.
Spreading the {ruth, and supporting His work
in the world, on the other hand, are distinetly
of that charaeter, and should be regarded so
hy all dehtors to Divine grace,

Un just Eraction of Many.

“And Menahan eracted the monpey of Is-
rael’ (2 Kings 15: 20},

The King of Assyria hesieged the land, and
instead of putting the case before God, Mena-
han unjustly levied on all men of means to
buy him off from his purpose. Relief thus
came temporarily, but only two chapters
later, and Israel is carried away, because the
sing that God was dealing with were not re-



pented of. How much of a sinilar nature
can be traced in many both in the chureh and
in the world. Instead of “‘giving deligence,’’
at the beginning of the Lord’s controversy
with them to be delivered, they go on from
bad to worse until finally they are shut up
under God’s holy government from privileges
they might be enjoving. (See Luke 12: 58,
59.) B G

* H Good Reference.

John was fifteen, and very anxious to get
into an office of a well-known merchant, who
had advertised for a hoy. But he was doubt-
fnl of his suceess, hecause, being a stranger he
had no reference to present.

“I'm afraid T shall stand a poor chance,”
he thought deapondently. ‘‘ITowever, ']l try
and appear as well as 1 ean, for that may help
me a little,”’

S0 he was careful o have his dress and
person neat. and when he took his turn to he
interviewed, went in with his hat in hig hand
and a smile on his face.

The keen-eved man of husiness glanced him
over,

““Good face,”” he thought,
ways.”’

He noted the neat snit—bhut other hoys had
appeared in new clothes—saw the well-hrush-
e hair and clean-looking skin.  Very well;
but there had Teen athevs here quite as elean-
ly. Another glance, however, showed even
the finger-nails eleamn.

¢ Ah. that looks like thareiglness,”” thought
the merchant.

Then he asked a few divect, rapid questions,
whiel John answered as dircetly.

“Prompl.’” was his mental comment. “‘Can
speal up when necessary.  Let's  see vour
writing,”” e added aloud,

John took the pen and wrote his name,

“Very gond, easy to resd, and nn flourishes.
Now. what references have you?”

The dreaded question at last!

John's face fell.  He had hecun to leel some
hope of sueeess, but this dashed if again,

“T haven’t any,’" he said, slowly: ““I'm al-
most a stranger in the city.”’

“(lan’t take a boy without references,”” was
the Drusque rejoiner:; and a sudden thought
gent a flush to John's face.

“] haven’t any rveferemces,” he repeated,
with hesitation: ‘‘but here’s a letter from

“and pleasant
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mother 1 have just received.  Would you
mind reading it, sir?”’

Tt was a short letter:

“My dear John,—I want to remind you-
that, wherever yon find work, you must con-
sider that work your own. Don’t go into it,
as some hoys do, with the feeling that you
will do as little as you can, and get something
hetter soon; but make up your mind you will
do as much as possible and make yonrself so
necessary to your employer that he will never
let you go.  You have been a good son to e,
and T ean fruly say 1 have never known you
to shrink. De as good in business, and 1 am
sure Grod will bless your efforts.”

“II'm !’ said the merchant, reading it over
the sceond time.  “That’s pretty good advice,
John-—-excellent advice! T rather think I°11 try
vou, even withont the references.”’

John has heen with him tfen years, and
now occupies a very responsible position,

““ls it a faet that you intend taking that
voung man into partnership?’™ asked a
friend. :

“Yes, it is, T couldn’t get along without
John; he is wy right-hand man!™ exelaimed
the employver, heartily.

And John always says the best references
he ever had was a mother’s good advice and
henest praise.

Eyes and Ears.

[t was a wonderful day for the hlind man;
when Jesus passed by He had compassion on
him, anointed his eyves with ¢lay, and sent him
to the pool. Tle wmshed and came soeing.
{John ix. 1, 6, 7, 35-38.)

It was a deeply interesting conversation
Jesus had with His disciples as recorded in
Matthew xvio 13, 14, 15, a very nice reply
IPeter wave (ver. 16), and now HAenr what
Jesns savs in reply in verses 17 and 18, .

1t was an execedingly sad and painful thing
for Jesus 1o repeat verses 13, 14 and 15 of
Matthew xiii. Read now verses 16 and 17 of
the same chapter, and note with care the
eontrast.

It was indeed precions grace that turned fo
the Gentiles in Aets xxvill. 28, and oh! sad
indced for those who turned away from the
grace of God in verses 26 and 27.

ome Friend, 6lc. year, in U.8. T0c. B. T. Greenman,
wdltor & Publisher, Home Friend Office. 6§47 Yonge
atreet, Toronto, Can.
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“He wmakelhr me to lie down in pasiures of Tender Grass”
611

* Thou Rnowest.

Thou knowest, Lord, the weariness and
HOTTOW,
Of the sad heart that comes to Thee for
rest;

Cares of to-day, and burdeng of to-morrow,
Blessings implored, and sins to be confest;
We come before Thee at Thy gracious word,
And lay them at Thy feet: Thou knowest,

Lordt Awmew,
Thou lknowest all the past; how long and
blindly
On the dark mountains the lost, wanderer
strayed;
How the Good Shepherd followed, and how
kindly

He bore it home, upon His shoulders laid,

And healed the bleeding wounds, and sooth-
ed the pain,

And brought back

strength again.

life, and hope and

Then knowest all the present; each tempta-
tion,
Each toilsome duty, each foreboding fear;
All to each one assigned, of trihulation,
Or to heloved ones, than self more dear;
All pensive mem’ries, as we Journey on,
Longings for vanished smiles, and voices
- gone.,

Thou knowest all the future; and gleams of
gladness
By stormy clouds too quickly overeast;
Hours of sweet fellowship and parting. sad-
ness,
And the dark rivers may he crossed at last.
What eould hope and confidence afford
Te tread that path, but this? Thou know-
est, Lord,

Thou knowest, not alone as God, all knowing;
As-man, our mortal weakness Thou hast
proved ;
On earth, with purest sympathies o’erflowing,
0O Saviour, Thou hast wept, and Thon hast
loved;

And love and sorrow still to Thee may come,
And find a hiding place, a rest, a home.

Therefore we come, Thy gentle call oheying,
And lay our sins and sorrows at Thy feet;
On everlasting strength,our weakness staying,
Clothed in Thy robe of righieonsness com-
plete: ‘
Then rising and refreshed we leave Thy
throne,
And follow on to know as we are known.

—J. Borthwick.

Some Good Lessons:

Some  good lessoms In ““The Baskel of
Flowers,” the hook with this title are: ‘A

goad consclience, health of hody, and an
honourable trade, arc the best and snrest
riches that we can have on earth,”  ““God

designed that modesty should he the con-
stant and faithful sister of innocence, in order
that it may he the more easily preserved from
danger. Remain modest, and vou will also
remain innocent.”” |

“Innocence may for & time he under a
cloud, but in the end it shines forth again
in brightoess and heauty.”’

“Whoever does right, and puts his trust
in God, will not be deserted.”’

The VioLgr 1s an image of hamility, and
of the benevolence that does good in seeret.”’
It clothes itself in fender colors; it hlooms
in retired grots, fills the air with fragrance
while hidden. It delights to grow among
brambles. No situation in life is so thorny
that some quiet joy cannot be discovered,
hid among the thorns. Ilave a firm trust in
God, and to whatever adversity vou may be
exposed, inward peace will never forsake vou.

The Ly is an emblem of purity. How
heautiful, how pure, how fair it is! But the
purest is also the hardest to preserve pure.
Touch the lily petal ecarelessly or roughly,
and a stain Is left behind. A pure heart is
linked with heaven, The lily is straight as
a finger that peints to heaven, to teach us
to aspire to something better than the hest
the earth can give.:

The Rosze is an emblem of modesty, Cheeks
that readily blush will remain a long time
with their roscate hue on them.
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The lily and the rose, sister flowers, belong
the one to the other; they are still more lovely
by. being together. A child denounces the
‘rose tree for having deceived him by its
_pretty flowers and scratched him.

It is sometimes thus with us bigeger children.
There is not a pleasure but has its thorns like
the rose. We run to grasp them with hoth

hands, and often are only made aware of our.

mistake when too late. Let us not aet
thoughtlessly, becanse a rose is beautiful, hut
rather enjoy it, as God intended.: He has
given us reason in order to use things in
moderation, not yield blindly to every im-
pulse, but aéf in everything with wise caution
and foresight.

Patience produces roses.— |

Every plant and blade of grass tends to
grow upwards, and those that are too weak
to rise by themseclves such as the bean and
the hop, entwine themselves about the first
sapport, and so elimb by the aid of another,
It would be sad indecd if map, with his hopes,
his aspirations and his knowledge of better
things, shonld alone of all created things he
satisfied to creep forever upon the earth.’’

The heart is a garden which God has given
us to cultivate, and ITe says to ““Keep it with
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of
life’ (Prov. 4:23). (Scl.).

* Money—Ite Uses and HAbuses.
{Continued)

(19) MoxNEY, A MEANS OF GRACE. Josiah,
King of Judah was of tender years when he
began to reign, only eight years old, but his
mother evidently was one of those “Holy
women,’’ to whom both kings and their sub-
jects owe s0 much. His record in one verse
is full, though brief, and it is three fold in
its bearing.

(1) ““He did that which was right,”’

(2) ““Walked in the way of Dawvid.”’

(8) ““Turned not astde to the right or left”’
(2 Kings 22:2).

The first illustrations of this in a practieal
way are that when about leaving his teens,
he was concerned about two things:

(1) The House of the Lord.

(2) The Book of the Law,

Ile first sent to the High Priest to ‘‘sum.

the silver,”” and then to use it to “‘repair the
breaches of the House.”’
thing comes in jnst here, which i, that when
Shapham, the seribe, returns to bring the
King word again, he has more than money to
report about. Of that, first, he says:—

- The MoneY of the House was {1) gathered,
{2) delivered to the workmen. But in the
doing of this service:

The Boox of the Law was (1) delivered to-
the seribe, (2) read before the King.

The after events of Josiah's life, which were
precious in the Lord’s sight, brought in one
of the most thorough revivals in all Israel’s
history, and all may be said to have had its
origin in the use he made of God's MoNEY
and of His Book.

A brief enumeration of some suggestive
points is all our space will allow:—  *

{1} He sent to “*sum the Liord’s money.”’

(2} To ‘“repair the breaches of the Lord’s
House.”’

(3) He ““heard the words of the Book.”’

A highly suggestive

{4) ““Rent his clothes,”” in true humility.

(5) Bent to “‘engwire of the Lord’’ as to it.
(6) ““Gathered all the elders of Judah.”
(T)“Went up into the house of the Liord.”’
(8) ““Read in their ears the Book.””

(1) “‘Made a covenant before the Lord,’

(10 “* Commanded’ to make clean riddance
of idolatory.”

Many might learn wisdom, by connecting
the Lord’s money, His House and Ifis Book
in their minds, as here they are presented.
So also taught the Apostle, who in righting
grave evils among the Corinthians, after
giving a master treatise on the Resurrcction,
then adds: ‘**Now concerning the coi!ertwn”
(1 Cor. 15-16:1).

The order of the truth which he presents

is the Word of God {Ch. 2:7-16) ; the House
of God (3:9-23), and the Money of God (9:1-
19). All true effects of the Word of God
upon the soul, must be to give Hizs House its
proper place, the sphere of His interests, and
it is ome part of His people’s worship, to
offer of their substance and means as ‘‘sacri-
fices, well pleasing to Him.”” Qur many
gifts, then, should not be viewed as an ap-
pendix to, but as part of our worship to Hlm
(Phil. 4: 18 Hehb, 13-16).

(20) 1 ‘\IONEY, A BADGE OF 8LAVERY (2 Kings

23:35.)

i
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Jehoahorz has been enthroned by his peo-
ple, in the place of his godly father, Josiah,
and reigns but three months, and did that
which was evil. Pharach-nechoh, king of
Egypt, then deposes him and enthrones his
brother, Jehoiakim instead, but put the land
under tribute, which event introduces the
next record of money. ‘‘Jeholakim gave the
gilver and the gold to Pharoah, but he taxed
the land to give the money according to the
commandment of Pharoah, ete.,, and he did
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.”
How sad a story and yet how oft vepeated!
If we do ‘“not serve the Lord our God with
joyfulness,”” and use our means for Him, then
we ‘‘serve our enemies instead, and what
should be both for present enjoyment, and
for treasure laid up in heaven, becomes only
a burden grievous o be borne.

(21 Moxey For (Gop To BE UsED IN His
way. 2 Chron. 24:5-14, repeats the story of
2 Kings, 12, and bheing given thus twice
emphasizes the lesson of it, of:

““Joash was minded to repair the
House of the Lord,”” we read, and yet while
he charged ‘“the priests and Levites to
gather of all Israel’s money™ for it, they
“hastened it wot.”’  In his zeal, he seems to
have exceeded the limits of the law in using
money from several sources for the work in
hand, as scen in 2 Kings 12: 4.  But our

“ehapter gives another reason on the same
line: ““‘For the sons of Athaliab, that wicked
- woman, had broken up the honse of God; and
also the dedicated things of the house of the
Lord did they bestow upon Boalim.”” Noth-
ing was heing given, becanse the givers were
afraid of it being devoted to an unholy use.
Thus God writes large that His offerings

ghould he devoted to His use and aecording,

to IMis will,
(22) MoNEY TO BE GIVEN FOR LABOUR.

“They gave money also to the masons and
to the carpenters, and meat and drink and
oil to them of Zidon and Tyre,”” ete. {Fzra
3:17). The distinction beiween money and
barter here, we cannot helieve 1s without a

meaning, but just why one class of temple

workmen were paid in money and another in
‘““theat and drink,”” we are not told. The
fact that they were paid in either, impresses

the truth that those who labour for God’s.

House are not to be regarded as objects of
generosity or pity, but as “labourers worthy
of their hire.”” This, however, has fwo sides
to it, and while all honest labour should be as
honestly and amply rewarded, yet none are
responsible to pay for labour that is not per-
formed. If money be given . earelessly, it
wrongs, first of all, the Lord, whose it is,
then the giver who misplaces hiz trust, and,
the receiver who is thus encouraged Iin a
wrong path.

{23) MoNEY TO BE SPENT UNDER (0D'S
DiRECTION, ‘‘That thou mayest buy speedily
with this money (of the King’s grant), bul-
locks, rams, lambs, and whatsoever shall seem
good to thee and to thy brethren to do with
the wrest of the silver and the gold that do
after the will of your God™ (Egzra 7:17, 18).

The King who granted this money ordain-
ed its use, ilinstrating that the Throne whence
all our supplies come, alone has right to
dictate as to their uses. But it fas, and if
means are not put to their heaven-appojnt-
ed uses, they may be withheld to teach us
that to ns ‘‘there is one Lord Jesas Christ,
by whom are el things, and we by Him’* (1
Cor. 8:6). What to do with a surplus, *‘the
rest, after the will of vour God,”” shows that
under®all good government, there is the
liberty of grace. ‘“‘Buy speedily,”” and
““what shall seem good,”” thus go hand in
hand. B. C. G.

Moral Corruption.

Our moral corraption is very deep. It is
complete. But at times it will hetray itself
in very repulsive shapes, from which, with
all the knowledge of it which we have, we in-
stinetively shrink, confounded at the thought
that they belong to us.  Privileges under
God’s own hand may only serve to develop
instead of curing this corruption.

The love of distinetion was inlaid in us at
the very outset of our apostacy: ‘“Ye shall he
as God,”” was listened to; to this [ust, this love
of distinction, we will, in ecold blood, sacrifice
all that may stand in our way, without respect
to where it leads us.

1
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Letter from H french Gicl.

{5} I received your good letter. T feel very
happy to receive your letiers, especially now,
when all my friends are leaving me, even some
of my relations. But there remaineth a con-
solation to me, Jesus Christ Himself is taking
the place of those who left me. Sure enough,
1 am meeting many difficulties, the clergy be-
ing against me, and they do all they can for
me to return anto them, But I do not think
T will go hack, as T feel too happy to have
found peace to my soul.

I am living here for the last five years: my
parents live aboat 125 miles from here. [
am ecmployed in an linghish family. They
have heen good friends to me. They have
helped me a great deal in my diffieulties, 1
have a sister living here who is very sorryv in
regard to my mew faith, and she gives me
much trouble, T purpose to pay a visit to
my dear parents during the summer, This
givas me much to think of, 1 Fancey T shall
have to suffer much as my parents will not
listen at =ll about my new faith. My mother
wrote to me when 1 informed her of my con-
version, that she would have preferved T had
committed a4 murder rather than to giye up
the Church of Rome.

Well, my dear sir, could you help me a
little? I would ask you to compose a few
comlorting lines I could copy for my helovad
mother. The priest where my parents are
living is working desperately against me; he
has even persuaded them that T am lost for
ever. 1In that country there are none who
know the Lord as their personal Saviour. It
is so sad.

I am taking a great deal of interest in the
work vou do, and I thank you very much for
all you have done for me, and I will ask (God
in my prayers to pay you baek for all vou
have done for me, A R

Toronto, Ont., May 5.—A. B.’s letter was a
real cheer to me in the midst of difficulties
and sufferings. I suffer much at nights when
setting type from my eyes. 1f the Lord tarry
I shall have to give up something, and this
work of La Bonne Neuville is the very last
thing I am inclined to give up. I have heen
setting type and not able to see at all; the

use of Mecea helps me.
fort, ““He knows!”’

However, what com-

1 am writing from the top of the sieps in
the fateory, walting for the door to Le opened
at one o’clock, not earing to eat my lunch
in what they call ““the lunch room,’” which is
not fit for human heings. There is room only
for a few who are playing cards and cursing.
May our Lord, the Omnipotent One, give yon
much suceess and waach joy in His serviee!

I long to be sent to that place in Quehee.
I presume that Jrench girl may be used hy
the Lord to prepare the way.” I may say I
on]y pointed her to eur blessed Saviour and
Lord infailible and Holy Word.

I hope this ease will stir up our dear
brethren hefore it is too late as to their re-
sponsibility. )

Last Sunday 1 spoke to some Italian men at
the Western Hospital, who seemed to he in-
terested.

T am trying to write to each one who is
refusing the Lord, asking them to write to me
and to show me where 1 may he wrong.

I>. A. Grandjean.

Florence Nightingaie ence said: ““1f I
could give you information of my life, it
would be to show how one woman of ordin-
ary ability has been led by God in strange
and unaccustemed paths to do in IHis name
what e has done in her. And, it T could
tell you all, you would see how God has done
all, and I nothing. T have worked hard, very
hard, that is all; and I have never refused
God anything.”” That last sentence gives.
us the keynote of her influential and useful
life. There may be no Crimean War in
which our gifts may shine out with such
brillianey as hers did. For it is not what
we say or do, or where we go that makes our
life a power for God, but.what we may be if
“uwe never refuse Him anything.”’

Home Friend, 6te. vear, In U.8. T0e, B, C. Greenman,
Editor & Publisher, Home Z¥riend Office, 647
Street, Toronto, Can.
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Jebhovah.

“Jehovah-Jirell”’—The Lord provides. The
Lamb provided. (Gen. 22.)
Jehovah-Ropheca—"I am the Lord that
healeth thee.”” (Ex. 15.)
Jehovah-Nissi— *The Lord is my Banner,
Ile giveth the vietory.” (Ex. 17.)
Jehovah-Shalom—* The Lord is our Peace.”’
e is our Peace. (Judges 6.)
Jehovah-Robhi— *The Lord iz our Shep-
herd,”’ I shall not want. (I’s. 23.)
Jehovah-Tsidkenn—‘The Lord is
Righteousness.””  (Jer. 23.)
Jehovah-Shammah—*‘The Lprd is there.”’
{ Kzek. 48.) '

our

T AM—
“Before Abrakam was, 1 am.”” {(Jno, 8:
58.}
1 AM that speaks to thee.”” (Jmo. 4:26.)
“1t 1s 1—I am—he not afraid.”” (Jno. 6:

20.)
“When ye have lifted up the Son of man,
then shall ye know that ¥ am.’" {Jno. 8: 28.)
‘T am the Bread of life.”” (Jno. 6:35.)

“1 am the Light of the world.”” (Jno. 9:
h.

“T am the Door.”” (Jno. 10:7.}

“1 am the Good Shepherd.”” (Jno. 10:11.)

“Y am the Resurrection and the Life.”’
{Jno. 11:25.)
YT am the Way, the Truth and the Life.”
{dno. 16:6.)

“T am the True Vine.”” (Jno. 15:1.)

“¥e Hre Come Unio Mount ZJion”

This expression shows us where the grace
of God has brought His people, viz: to the
knowledge of Himself as revealed in Christ.

Moses Dbroneght Tsrael as far as Mount
Sinai, and he could bring them no further.
He might lead them to the brink of Jordan,
but could not take them aeross into the in-
heritance of which he spoke in such glowing
terms. In like manner the Old Testament,
or ‘as it is dispensationally called, the Law,

speaks to God’s people of what awaits them
on the other side of that, of which Jordan
was the type, but eannot lead them into it.
Like Moses, sfirveying the whole of that
““Good land and large,” from the heights of
““Pisgah,’” the 0ld Testament writers from
Moses down to the last of the prophets, look
on from afar, and speak of the sufferings of
Christ, and the glories that should follow,
and searched diligently their own prophecies
to understand what these things signified,
but like Moses, they could not cross over the
boundary lines. The “‘Due time’" of
Christ’s death, signified by the Jordan, had
not arrived. They spoke and sang of what
they ‘‘saw afar off,”” and had revealed to
them, ““that not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister the things which are now
reported unto us by them that have preach-
ed the Gospel unto us with the Holy Spirit
sent down from heaven.”” Tuf T%Ei)l(e they,
Tike Moses, (who is the representative of the
old dispensation), must die in the wilderness
(for the Law was then in foree), the True
Joshna has now come,—dJesus, ‘‘Jehovah the
Saviour,”” and He has crossed that dark river
of judgment and death, as the Ark of -our
Salvation, and has dried up its flood for His
beloved people, and has brought us safely
across to enjoy our God given inheritance,
“Inecorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away,”” and though we have not
reached that Land in person, yet our fore-
runner has, and He now by His 8pirit leads
us inte the apprehension and enjoyment of
what our portion iz in ITim. He has hrought
us, not to Mount Sinai-—that is forever past
for those who have crossed the Jordan, even
as the Lord Jesus says of all who having
heard His Word, and believed the Oune that
sent Him, that such have “*passed*® from death
unto life.”” We have been brought ‘‘unto
Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living
Gad, the Heavenly Jerusalem.” The Spirit
of Christ has bronght us info the Kingdom
of grace, of which Zion, or Sion speaks, and
this, as we are told, is a ‘‘Kingdom which
cannot be_moved.”” When the Lord came
down to Moumt Sinai, it shook to its very
foundations. The New Testament interprets
this for us as meaning that its ministry was
not abiding, for all that ean be shaken iz but
temporary, as it is written, ‘“Whose voice then
shook the earth: but now He hath command-
ed, saying, Yet once more, and 1 shake not
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the earth only, but heaven also: And this
word, yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things which are shaken, as of things
that are made, that the things which cannol
he shaken way remain,”’

Thus we see that the Law was not intended
to remain as an abiding institution, but as it
says again, ‘‘The law eame in by the way’’:
Mount Sinai must be passed on the way to
the Inheritance, but Mount Sion is, so to
speak, the Goal, the enduring End of the
journey: ““For the Law was given by Moses,
byt grace and trulh came {(or subsisis) hy
Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).  ‘“Wherefore,
we, recelving a Kingdom which canuot be
moved or shaken, let us have (or, hold fast)
yrace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear, for our God
is & consuming fire.

Judaism, with its ordinances, periaining
only to the flesh, was not intended for those
whose conscicnces hgve_been purged by the
precious blood of "Christ, but is distinetly
said to have had but a ‘“‘shadow of zood
things to come, and nof the very image of
the things.”” (Heb. 10). Tt amly reached in
its. furthest extent an earthly centre of wor
ship, Jerusalem, whose temple displayved, not
God, but the veil which was over Iis face,
and hid Him from the view not only of the
people, but also of the priests who minister-
ed there., Typically considered, Jerusalem
represented the ““Heavenly City’’ to which

helievers are now  brought, and whose
““Builder and_Maker is God.”” Tts very

name sliows tlos, for it 35 the ** foundation of
peace.””  Ilere God and man meet in ITim
who had laid that cternal foundation in His
atoning death ou the cross, and as the risen
and ascended One He is the true Merey Seat,
where ““merey and truth’ meet together, and
where ‘‘righteousness and peace kiss cach
other.”” Here is the throne of God and of
the Lamb. Here God has found ITis resting
place, and of which He says, “Here will 1
dwell, for 1 have desired it.”’ (Psa, 132),
Why is this?  DBecause it was here that
Christ died, and established Ilis throne in
righteousness, (for sin had laid its hand
upon that Throne to defame it, and the cross
has eternally vindicated its righteous char-
acter), and at the same time made it the
throne of grace for the poor sinner to come
‘to and find his sins covered by the blood of
Christ. God is known here as ‘“‘Light’’ and

ay ‘““Love,”” and here ‘‘grace reigns unto
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’
The throne of the God of grace must find
ity Testing place, so to speak, where the sac-
rifice was offered: Mount Moriah, where God
provided Tlimself, the lamb which was the
type of the trne Isaac, became the site of the
dwelling plaee of God on earth; so in the
place where sin met its just due in the
atoning sufferings and death of the Holy,
spotless Lamhb of God can God now dwell
forever, and gather around Himself in His
grace a vast company of redeemed sinners to
enjoy Hig presence, fo know Him as their
Father, cven as Ile is the God and Father of
our Lord Jesns Chyist. W. H.

. *The Old Testament saints had, as born of
God, passed from death unto life too, but
they did not enjoy, as children of God, the
““sonship,’” fur the spirit of adoption of
adoption had not yet been given, hence,
though accepted in virfue of the cross, they
had not the consciousness of their acceptance,
and were still in_bondage to the legal eoven-
ant. {Gal. 4).

*  Money—ILts (does and Hbuses,

{24) MOXEY GAINED UNJUSTLY.

““There were also that said, We have bor-
rowed money for the King's tribute. T like-
wise, and my brethren, and my servants,
might exact of them money. 1 pray you, let
us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray yon
to them, the hundredeth part of the money,
ete.”” (Ezra 5:4, 10, 11.)

Money, in this isolated mention of it, by
Nehemiah, was nsed to meet an obligation
with, the King’s fribufe, and this had fo be
provided even at the cost of mortgaging their
lands and vineyards. Taw is inexorable, and
no pleading poverty or inahility will meet its
claimg. DBut the principle of law posgessed
the sonls of some of the people of God, who
exacted vsury of their poorer brethren. Their
devoted and unselfish governor, Nehemiah,
sets the example of himself and his brethren
before them, and also set a great assembly
against them, and bade them restore the hun-
dredth part of their unjust exaction. This
they promised to do, and Nehemiah seals it
with an oath, in the presence of the priests,
and then shakes ont his lap, as indicating



what would befall those who kept not their
promise. The cases are, alas, not few wherein
“usury,”” or exaction of others, in various
witys, is practised among the Lord’s people,
and the happy issue here, of Nehemiah's
prompt, wise and tllorough action is ground
for like practice and confidence of hope.
‘Where guch evil cxists, it is necessary, as lere,
to have the #ecusers and accused face to face,
hear all that is to be said, and set the matter
fairly out, and then, in the name of the Lord,
claim that the right thing be done by all in-
volved in it. Tt often involves much trouble,
to awaken the conscience of the assembly, hut
this plainly must he done ere they ean be set
against the evildoers, so this is imperative, or
else such matters simply are viewed as per-
sonal sgquabbles. Here “‘all the congregation
said, Amen, and praised the Lord, And the
people did according to this promise.”” 8o
restoration was full and complete.

(25) MONEY, THE PRICE OF INNOUENT BLOOD,

“The sum of money that Haman had
promised to pay to the King's treasuries for
the Jews to destroy them.”” (BEsther 4:7.)

This ““‘price of blood,”” and ay far as the
wicked ITaman was coneerned, of ‘‘innocent
blood,”” while never actually paid by the
wicked promiser, brought about only his own
untimely end by hanging on the very gallows
he had built so insanely high, for another and
faithtful man, Mordecai, the Jew. The whole
story is interesting and pathetic to a degree,
and emphasizes in the strongest way the
precious assurances of Seriptnre ag to God’s
people. ‘1 will never leave thee nor forsake
thee,”’

Several Scriptures present it as spoken:

(1) To Jacos, exile and fugitive.

“1 will be with thee’ (Gen. 28).

As given first to Jacob, when flecing from
the face of Esau, his brother, how plainly is
it the assurance of Divine Grace!

(2) To Mosss, God’s leader.

““Certainly T will be with thee”” (Ex. 3:12).

TTere it meant not only Grace but Furnish-
gng for all the path of service, into which God
was calling His gservant at this time.

{(3) To Josira, God’s eaptain,

“T will be with thee,”” ete. (Josh. 1:5).

ITere it meant pomer for victory over the
enemy and conquest of the land.

{4) To us, God’s people.

“T will never leave thee,”” ete. (Heb. 13:5).
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Here it means help for the pilgrim way un-
til we reach the rest that remaineth.

{26) MONEY, FAIR EXCHANGE FOR PROPERTY.

“If I have eaten the fruits thereof without
money, let thistles grow instead of wheat and
cockle instead of barley’” (Job 31: 39, 40).

Lere it is the final protest of eonscious in-
tegrity in Job against the false witness of his
three friends against him. Tt is the last of
32 charges that might be preferred justly
against many, and yet Job, knowing that these
sing, af least, were not true of him, fell into
the snare of saying: “‘I am elean without
transgression, 1 am innocent ; neither is there
iniquity 1n me.”” Conscious that in these
common and crying evils he had not erred,
Job knew not that men in “‘measnring them-
selves by themselves, comparing themselves
among themselves, they are nof wise’ (2 Cor.
10:12).

‘While, plainly from Job’s indignant protest,
neither labour nor its fruits should be taken
without its fair equivalent, in money, vet a
man who may be fully elear on thege lines
may vield to sin on others, and so be con-
strained later on, as Job, to exelaim: “‘Be-
hold, T am vile’”” and ‘““now mine eye seeth
Thee, wherefore I abhor myself, and repent
in dust and ashes’” (Job 40:4, 42:5, 6. The
happy issue of taking such a place was that
“The Lord turned the captivity of Job, and
his friends also eomforted him, etz.,’” shewing
their comfort in a practieal and useful order.

{27) MONEY FOR TIMELY HELP AND SUD-
PORT.

“FEvyery man also gave him a piece of money
and everyone an earring of gold’’ (Job. 42:
11).

The actors in this generous giving it is in-
teresting to note: (1) all his brethren, (2) all
his sisters, and (8) all they that had been
hig acquaintances before, and (4} did eat
hread with him in his house.”

Of all these Job’s former descriptien is
given in most graphic words: ‘‘Far from me
and estranged, failed and forgotten me,
counted me a stranger and an alien, no answer
and strange, despised and spoken against,
abhorred and turned against’® (Ch. 19:13-19).

Now each seem to vie with the others in
lavishing on Job sympathy and comfort, first
for present practical uses, ‘‘a piece of money,”’
and then for treasure {as a baunk credit), ““an
earring of gold.”” Such heartiness is rare
enough, but here one case of it, at least, ex-
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ists, as ‘‘the Lord giving Job twice as much
as he had hefore.”” How happy to know that
even among ourselves, the sordid sons of men,
such generosity may still be found, and if so,
at all, it comes first, midst, and last, from the
good heart of God. ‘‘He loveth a cheerful
“giver’’ and ‘‘blesseth a liberal one,” and if
some would set out on such a ministry as here
-noted, it might puf heart into many an one
whom God has brought low, and lift up some
who are sorely cast down,

(28) MONEY, A POWER, BUT NOT FOR OPPRES-
SION.

““He that putteth not out his money fo
usury’’ (Ps. 15:5).

This expression is the tenth out of eleven
characteristies of the man who shall abide in
God’s tabernacle and never be moved. Five
of them are positive, walking, working, speak-
ing, eontemning and honouring, and six are
negative, “‘backbiting not,”’ ete.
© The strong connection in whieh this is found
intimates that is not a question of a fair in.
terest upon money loaned, but an unjust ex-
‘action because of the opportunity given by a
monay power. Israel were to “‘lend to many
nations,”” but even then usury or unjust ex-
action was forbidden, for God said: ““Ye
know the heart of a stranger, for ye were
strangers.”’

{29) PROVISION FOR A JOURNEY.

“He is gone on a long journey. He hath
taken a bag of money with him’’ (Prov. 7:
20).

Though these words are those of the siren
tempter, in turning unwary souls into her un-
hallowed abode, they, nevertheless, indicate
that ‘‘a long journey and a bag of money’” are
very naturally connected in human reckoning,
To undertake the former without the latter
would seemt to be an aet of folloy, vet in the
sending forth of the Lord’s servants to ‘‘the
uttermost parts of the earth,”” it was {1) “for
His name’s sake, taking nothing of the Gen-
tiles’’; (2) ‘“*as sheep among wolves’'; (3)
“freely ye have received, freely give,”” while
ever ‘‘poor and needy.”” Better, then, by far,
for the ‘‘long journey’’ through this world of
need, is the Lord’s Exchequer to draw upon
by faith than ““a bag of money,”” however
large and well filled.

(30} MONEY AS A DEFENCE.

“Wigdom is a defence and money is a de-
Fence”’ (Prov. 7:12).

For thig present life, “‘under the a,un,” ‘how
great a defence may both these factors in it
be fourd; wisdom, as giidance from an All-
wise and patient Teachcr and money from
an All-grazious and ‘beneficent Giver. Here in
one verse of His Holy Book, God has placed
this useful eouplet, and happy is the heart
that sets most store by the former, and thus
gains ability fto use the latter, whether his
portion of it be great or small, to the best
present as well as future advantage. How
many things in this life, are both wisdom and
reoney a defence against (1) o ““hooour the
Lord with our substance’; (2) 1o *‘provide
things honest in the sight of all men.”’

(31) - MoNEY FOR UNIVERSAL USE.

““A feast is made for langhter, and wine
maketh merry: but money answereth all
things” (Eeeles, 10:19),

Herein we have an example of the char-
acter of the Scripture in which these expres-
sions are found. ‘‘Under the sun’ is its key-
note, and ‘‘to everything there is a time and
a purpose’’ there. A feast in its very object
is to ““make merry with one’s friends,”’ and
for this wine was a chief requisite, and we
read of a ‘“wine that cheers the heart of God
and men,’’ and wine is ever in Seripture the
symbol of eheer, for it maketh merry, “But
money answereth all things,”” ie, in relation
to human wants beneafh the sun. A feast,
however, is but for an occasion, a time of
festivity, wine, too, is for cheer, and the
sunitable thing for a feast, but money being
the power needed to provide both the feast
and the wine ““‘answereth all things.”” Should
any, however, attempt to streteh ‘‘the all
things’’ heyond its due limits in the context.
how soon are they made to feel the utfer
paucity of money for very many things even
in this present life, in other relations than
those spoken of here. How often in the day
of sorrow and mourning does money give but
small comfort to the stricken héart or fill the
gap which Death has made.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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“Praise is Comely.”

Lord, we would only seek Thee
When our souls are dark and sad;
We.would come and sing before Thee,
For the light that makes vs glad.

Tord, we would not ever grieve Thee
With our anguish and annoy ;

We would come and sing before Thee
In the fMﬂr Joy.

Lord, we would not ever Jift Thee
Eves all swimming with hot tears;
We would, thankful, sing bhefore Thee,

For the hushing of our fears.

“What Sbhall T Do Then With Jesus.”

A yowng Christian while visiting some
friends, arrangements were also being made
for a hall, and she was asked to assist the
daughters of the house, which she did. In
arranging one of the rooms as the bhallroom, a
diseussion arose rvespeeting a picture of the
Lord Jesus, which hung on the wall, One girl
said: ““Tet us cover the pieture over.’”’ An-
other suggested, ““We could turn the face of
the picture to the wall,”” Another said, “‘Tet
ng take it out of the room.”” DBat they came
to no decision.
called in and asked about it, and he impa-
tiently said: ‘“lake it out of the room.”’

Realizing what this all meant, the Christian
" girl thonght. ““What! Take the picture of my
Saviour out of the room, lest His pure eyes
looking down on the enjoyment of the even-
ing should spoil it? If that is what it means,
I will never be found in a place where-Lghall
be ashamed for The eves of Jesus to see me."

— ' 4. T. 8.

#  The Meeting In The Hir.

“Our next meeting may be in the air,”
said a brother in the Lord to a sister, whose
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The father of the zirls was -

mind was just opening to the truths of Serip-
ture, and learning ‘“the way of the Lord more
perfeectly.”’

A little uncerfain as to his meaning, she
replied: ‘“*Oh, yes, it may bhe next in
Heaven,”

““No,”” he followed, “nof in heaven. The
Lord Jesus is there now, and if we died, we
would go to be with Him there, but when He
comes again He will descend from heaven,
and raise the dead in Chirist, then change the
living, and take us all up to meet Him—but
wheret”’

Beeing that she was puzzled by the enquiry,
and ‘‘struek with the pain of a new idea,’’ he
continued : ‘‘If e descends from Heaven, Ie
will not then he in Heaven, and if we are
caught up Trom the earth, we will mot then
be left on earth still. Where, then, is the
meeting place? Not up in heaven where He
now is, nor on earth where we arc, but -

“IN Tuk Am

This is the Divine Meeting Plaee, the place
of ITis appointment, where the meeting with-
out any parting shall be rvealized, for we
read: ‘““And so shall we EVER BE WITH THE
Lorn?’ (1 Thess. 4:17).

Reader! This great meeting lies ahead, it
has been appointed eenturies hefore, so that
there is no lack of due notice. DBut who will
be present at this meeting rlso iz fully de-
serihed,  See the glortous Host, in their order
and prominence.

(1) The Lord Iimsclf, Jesus, our blessed
Saviour.
TT{2) The Archangel, Michacl—ruler_of the.
angelic Tlosts.

{3} ““The Dead in Christ’—all who died
in faith in Him, from Abel to the last one
ere ITe comes,

{4) ““Wea who are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord’’—all the people of God
living at that time. _

The PLACE OF ESCORT, or wliere we go to, 18
also inferred, if not as plainly spoken of:
HTFgrever WITH THE TORD, "’

Will vou be there, dear reader?  Does
this glorious ‘‘meeting in the air’’ lie ahead
for your? i

This plain and important question can
readily be decided. Let it then be decided
now. ‘‘They that were ready went in with
Him {o the marriage, and the door was
shut’ (Matt. 25:10). :



Ready! through ‘‘the Grace of God, which
bringeth salvation all men,”’ and hence
to us, ﬁ

Ready! through ‘‘the Broop of Christ,
which brings us nigh to God”’ (Eph. 2:13).

Ready! by ‘‘the rEnEwmNg of the Holy
Ghost,”” who convicts and converts us as
sinmers and then leads and sanctities us
saints.

Ready to go in! If not ready for this,
then, there is but one alternative, ‘The
door was shut,”” and those that are not with-
in it, arc without, and unspeakably solemn,
without forever! The door is shuf, and those
not ready are shut out.

But will none pet in afterward of those
who are not ready?

NoT oxs!

The proof of it is plain, The way to enter
there has been disowned, the grace of (od,
the precious Blogd of Christ, the strivings
of the ﬁt)ly Spirit have all been despised, and
there is no way in bnt ene. Then, when the
door is shutf, remember that it will never he
reopeuned, for the Seripture is plain, ‘1 know
that whatsoever God doeth, it shall he For-
ever, nothing can be added to it, nor any-
thing taken from it, and God doeth it that
men should fear before Him’ (Bee. 3: 141,

e ye thercfore ready, for at such an hour
ag ye think not, the Son of man cometh’
(Matt. 25:13). Oh, reader, enter now.

B. C. G.

Money—Its Usee and Hbuses.

(32) MonEy uNspENT FOR (GOD.

“Thou hast bought Me no sweet cane with
money’’ {Isaiazh 43:24),

God may apprise us that if ““He were hun-
gry, He would not tell us, for the silver and
gold are His,’” and se He has no need to seek
the alms of His creatures, but none the less
He feels all His people’s slighting of Him, as
He said of old: “*Curse ye Meroz: for they
came not to the help of the Lord against the
mighty’’ {Jud. 5:23). Our Lord, too, re-
proached Simon, His host, in Yuke 7, saying:
“Ye gave Me no water for my feet, no oil
for my head and no kiss for my cheek.”’ May
we honouwr, not neglect Him,
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(33) MONEY OF NO AVAIL.

““Ye ghall be redeemed without money’”
{Isaiah 52:3).

Redemption is both by purchase and by
power, but inasmuch as the ransom price has.
already been paid in full, in the Redeemer’s.
precious Blood, there remains, then, but the
taking to Himself of the purchased possession
in the coming day of glory. Ifow sweet and
comforting to hear our Lord’s assuring words
as to Iis poor, oppressed people in the day
of their deepest distress: ‘‘Lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh.”” ‘“Weep-
ing endureth but for a night and joy cometh
in the morning,”’ the joy of an eternal day,
where He ghall “‘joy over them with singing
and rest or be silent in His love.”’

(34) THE MONEYLESS PURCHASER.

““He that hath wo money, come ye buy and

eab; vea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price” (Is. 55:1).

Tnlike all others, who desire purchasers,
God invites His to come ‘ without money.”’
His wares are heyond all price, and yet it
delichts ig heart to give them, and Ife makes
them available to all by the very faet that
they are gifts. Still He calls souls to earnest,
personal dealings with Himself by the fact
that [e savs: ‘“Come, buy.”” Thus is both
the fulness of Ilig grace, and the serious re-
spongibility of men to accept of what He
offers, heve presented in due proportions.

(35} MONEY SPENT IN VAIN,

““Wherefore do ve spend money for that
which is not bread?’’ (Is. 556:2.)

Spending, spending men ever are, their time
and strength and means, and yet all in vain,
for their pursuit is of that which is not bread,
and satisfieth not. How graciously does God
make is appeal to men’s natural hunger, and
to their instinet of doing well to themselves,
and to their reason, clouded as it is by sim,
yet abie still to speak on the side of God and
truth. *“Yea, why even of yourselves, judge
ve not what is right?’” was our Lord’s appeal
to men of old and so would He have us to-day,
while it may and must awaken them to know
they are paralyzed by sin. N

(36) MonEy SPENT FOR THE FUTURE.

“T apeighed him the money, even seventeen
shekels of silver, and T su_bscmbed the evu'lence
and sealed it and took witnesses, and weighed



him the wnoney in the balances.”” (Jer. 32:
9, 10.)

This statement, twice repeated, may well
impress the heart also in a double way. Fivst,
that only simple faith in God’s word, and
obedience to His holy will could lead the
prophet to buy a field in Anathoth, when the
Chaldeans were already besieging Jerusalem.
But God had bidden him do so, and told him
it would be offered to him as the one having
the right of redemption, so Jeremiah made
the purchase at once, and paid down its
price. Second, he saw that the seller got
his full price and weighed it to him, and he
records how much, ‘17 shekels of silver,”” and
the manner of weighing it, “‘in balaices.”’
There was to be no uneertainty in the matter.
The purchase was made, not as a mere in-
vestment, for thus it appeared to he the
height of folly. On the coming of his cousin
to him, to offer the land for sale, Jeremiak
recognized at once the Lord’s leading and
records: ““Then I knew that this was the
word of the Lord.”’

ITow happy and assuring is it for the heart,
when alternately counselled and eritieized
until ail seems like chaos in the varied judg-
ments of others, to rest in the asswrance that
having songht the right way we have next to
“rest in the Lord, and wait paliently for
Him.”' Such was Jeremiah’s course, and the
exercises attending it are recorded for our
blessing. First, he knew the path in which
he was called to walk, by the word of the
Lord eoming to him. The shaping of eircum-
stances, on the one hand, was such as fo con-
firm faith, for in his eousin’s offer of the
property, he had but to say, Yea or Nay. But
there was anoiher, and very testing side to it.
The Chaldeans were marchinvg through the
land by a Divine decree, their suceess was
seeured by Divine appointiment, and their
eonquest of the land meant that Jeremial's
purchase was, as fav as sight and sense were
concerned, an utter loss. But faith was heing
educated, and if ever fo be strengthened, it
must be tried. God was dealing with several
at one time. With Nebuchadnezzar, in mak-
ing him steward of power and might and a
kingdom ; with Israel, in bumbling them for
their sins, in giving them into the hand of
the enemy, and with his sorrowing servant
Jeremiah, setting him to invest in confiscated
property, becanse it was His will. Jeremiah
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went about all with the ntmest care for “‘for-
forn hope’” as the transaction was, it was the
Lord’s work, and his own prophetic witness
had been: **Cursed be he that deeth the work
of the Lord negligently.”’

Onee Jeremiah krew that it was the word
of the Lord.”” he went steadily forward,
bought the field, weighed the silver, sub-
scribed the evidence, sealed it and took wit-
nesses, then gave both the sealed and open
evidenee unto Baruch in the presence of
many witnesses, charging him to preserve
them with all due care. In doing all this, he
gave also his ground of action: “‘For thus
saith the Lord of Hosts the God of Israel:
Houses and fields and vineyards shall he pos-
sessed again T 1his land.”” Here was hoth
the motive of his obedience, and the stable
ground of his confidence of faith.  “The
mouth of the Tord had spoken it.””’ DBut
strong and stahle as is this impregnable rock
of Revelation, God has ordained that in link-
ing ITis might with the weakness of ihe crea-
ture. this should be expressed in Priver. So
we read: “"Now when [ had delivered the evi-
denee of the purehase unto Barnell. the son
of Neviah, [ praged unto the Lord saying:
*Ah, Lord God! behold Thou hast made the
heaven and the carth by Thy great powar,
and stretehd out arm, and there is wothing ton
haid for Thee” ' (Jer. 32:16, 177 He
adds to thiz subline statement at least thir-
teen others, closing with: ““Behold Thou seest,
and Thou hast said to me: Buy thee the feld
for money and take witnesses, for (rather
thouyh) the city is eiven into the band of
the ('kaldeans.”

H:s prayver is a marvel of reverenee and
intimacy, of the worship of a saint and the
plaint of a feeble child, Tt rises in its start
to the threne and charaster of God, then
traces iz wavs of grace and government,
ending with the burden of his heart, that
he was unable to fit what God did with what
He said. In the simplicity of a child, he states
the case. “‘Behold Thou seesf, and Thou
hast se/d.”” ete. But here his heart found
relief. But Ged’s provision for His people’s
faith is no scant and meagre supply; He
means us to have both assurance of faith, and
of understanding also, so at once presents His
view of the matter to His dear servant. He
commences with Himself: ‘“Behold T am the
Lord, the God of all flesh: 18 there anything
too hard for me?"’



This seems to have a tinge of rebuke n it
it was at least the reminder that Jeremiah
had spoken truth in saying there wes nothing
too hard for Him. Now, then, he must learn
to stand by this, and know that whatever Ile
did or allowed others to do, it eould in nowise
touch this hasal truth.  Jehovah was also
Bhaddir, or owr God iy the dimighty God, the
Lord of Hosts.

Then God in tender and patient grace re-
veals Ilis purposes as to the rebellions ecity,
given over to the Chaldeans who would fight
against fire and consume it, for Isracl's sin
was very great. of which He enumerates nine
counts. But if this. summary of Israel’s trial
and judgment ocenpy seven verses, His mercy
that rejoices against it occupy eight more.
Time fails to tell all that He, then, promised,
commencing with: T will gather them.”” and
ending with: T will canse their captivity to
return, saith the Lord™ (Ch. 32). But not
content with this we read: ““MHovreorer, the
word of the Lord eame unto Jeremiah. the
second time: Call nonto me, and T will answer
thee, and shew thee great and mighty thines
which thou knowest not’” (Ch. 333, God’s
final word in 1lis first message, after felling
His servant that men would finally do just as
he had doue, by fields for money,”” ete., was
“T will cause their eaptivity to return, saith
the Lovrd.”” At the elose of the next chapter
of 26 verses {he last of many promises is again
I will eanse their captivity to retnin, and
have merey on them. " (Jer, 33 26,

ITow gracions arve the ways of oar Gl and
how assuring to any whose investments in ITis
sphere of iaterests, while only folly to men
and even to carnal Christians, are approved
of Him, wha looketh upon the heart.

(37) Moxny SpPENT FOR WATER,

“We have drunken onr water for wmoney;
our wood is sold unto us.”’ (Lam. 4:5.)

SBuch was Israel’s sad plaint as to their lot,
when they had “‘given the land to  the
Egvptians and fo the Assyrians to be satis-
fled with bread.”

Alas, their confidence In hoth was mis-
placed, and though they songht to be salisfied
with bread by servitude to stranegers, their
confession 1s: ““We pot our bread with the
peril of ouwr Lves.”” Tlow hard and bhitter is
the woke of slavery to sin and Satan, and
also how sadly disappeinting is it! Truly
it is, as was previously put hefove us, ‘‘spend-
ing money for that which is not bread, and
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that which satisfieth not.”

for

laouring
{Isaiah 95: 2.

(38) DiviNiNa For MONEY.

“The heads thereof judge for reward, and
the priests thereof teach for hirve, and the
prophets thereof divine for moncy, yet will
they lean upon the Lord and say, Is not the
Lord among us? None evil ean come upon
us, "’ (Micah 3:11.)

Queh was the awfol eorruption of Israel
that we read of it: “They build up Zion with
blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity,’”” and the
paralie] of this was that their leaders, priests
and prophets made gain to be godliness, and
vet comforted themselves that the Lord was
among them, and that no evil should befall”
them. Sins do not go singly, and so we find
vivlenee and corruption noted on the one hand,
and on the other, eovetousness and hypoerisy.
Zion, the eity of David, and of HHis sure
mercics, where grace should reign, was built
up with hlood, the greatest revolt of the crea-
ture, and Jerusalem, the eity of peace. with
intqiity, all that God hated. Little wonder
that in view of such general apostasy of the
leaders and the led, we should read: © There-
Fore shall Zion for your sakes be plowed as a
fisld and Jernsalem  shall heeome heaps.”’
{Ch, 3:12) ““Uod is not movked’ is the
word that Zion'’s desolations and Jerusalem’s
Teaps emphasize o the strongest way.,  But
how many heside these lave had 1o learn the
same solemup truth, as {0 sowing and reaping,
that as 1s the sced, so the harvest must he.
This ciwls God's testimony as to “money, its
nses and abuses™ o the Old Testament as
to the very word money, while there are many
and varil mentions of the same under other
ferms, which we may profitably consider later.
The enly way to keep from having Satan put
Gioedl s blessings in the wrong plase, 15 for us,
by God's grace, to put them i the right one,
As the epitaph of a faithful man once ex-
pressed it:

What I hoavded T Jost.

What T nsed for this life T had.

What T used for God T have vet.

Hp let us invest for eternity in time and so
“lay up treasnre in heaven.”’ B.C. G

{To be continued.)

Home Friend, §de¢. year, In U.8. Toc. B. C. Greenman,
wditor & Yublisher, Home Friend Office. §47 Yonge
atreet, Toronto, Can.
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for the TLamha

Tender Grass oo ma

“He maketh me to lie dowan in pastures of Tender Grass''
of11

“Hli Ie Well”

In the centre of the eirele
Of the will of God we stand:
There can come no sccond causes,
All must eome from Hig dear Hand.
All is well! For ’tis my Father
‘Who my life hath planned.

Shall we pass thro’ waves of sorrow?
Then we know it will be best;

Though we cannot tell the reason,
We @an trust, and so be blest.

God is love, and God is Faithiul,
So in perfect Peace we rest.

With the shade and with the sunshine,
With the joy and with the pain,
Lord, we trust Thee! Both are needed,
Each Thy wayward child to train
Barthly loss, did we but know it,
Often means our heavenly gain.
J.

G W,

H few Things Hbout The Blood.

“Without shedding  of Blood is no remis-
sion’’ (Heb. 9:22). It is an accomplished
fact that Christ died for our sing according
to the Seriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He arose again the third day according
to the Seriptures; this is presented to us, not
merely as some great historical event, in
which we have no immediate concern. It is
the death of this spotless Lamb of God that
gives each individual sinner right and elaim
to an eternal inheritance. It is after death
that we search out about property left behind,
providing the deceased was wealthy. In like
manner the last will and testament of the
Great Testator came into effect after His de-
cease, which was accomplished at Jerusalem,
but the eternal bhenefits are only possessed by
whosoever will trust Him, not the mere assent
of infellect, but the bowing of the heart to
Him. Those who know anything about this
Person, the Son of God, know HHim as one who
was always faithful to His promise, and able

to perform it, and accomplish the will of His
Father, that sinners should not perish but in-
herit eternal life. When God’s Word is
opened and Ilis purpose declared in the sim-
plest langnage all rests on the way it is re-
ceived by the needy, bankrupt sinners. Have
you accepted by faith the gift of God through
Jesus Christ?  Eternal Life is offered freely
to you owing to what Christ endured in con-
sequence of your guilt. Flesh and blood can-
not inherit these cternal things, But there is
redemption throngh His blood, the forgive-
ness of sing,  This shows a previous condi-
tion of bondage as well as condemnation and
gnilt, and His blood has made atonement and
cleanseth from all sin. 1 John 1:7. Are you,
dear reader, washed in the blood of the Lamb,
cleansed as well as sheltered by it? ‘‘Foras-
much as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things—silver and gold—
from your vain conversation received by tra-
ditions from your fathers; hut with the
precious hlood of Christ.”” God esteems it
precious, sufficient to cleanse the guilty stains
from your immortal sonl. Trust the blood,
the preeious blood, that can make you whiter
than snow. (God says ‘“when I see the blood I
will pass over you.”—Ex, 12:13. W. B.

P Prayer or Protest?!

“0 Thou, by whom we came to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way ;
The path of prayer Thyself hath trod,
Lord, teach us how to pray.”

“1 will tell you my story,”” said a Christian
MBS,

““The two children 1 had in the first three
vears of onr married life died just as they
began to make those prettv baby words so
sweet 1o a mother’s car. It is hard to lose
them, and harder when far away from friends
and native land, and when the little ones seem
to be all that makes the place home to their
parents.

VUiv months later, however, I had a son,
and wept for joy over him, calling him my
liftle comforter and thonght he would be
spared to me, One night he was attacked by
fever. My agony of love and fear startled
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every one. My husband tried to paeify mne,
as [ pulled him down to pray God to spare
our boy!

4T eannot live without him,
shall, too,” [ said wildly,

“'Pray that my boy may be spared,
to the chaplain who came in.

He was silent. ““You don’t know a
mother’s feelings,” T said. 1le went away,
saving: ‘I will pray for, I cannot pray with
you just now.”

“In the morning the child was better, he
lived, and I lived afresh in the renewed hopes
it brought. The chaplain ealled, and T said:
‘You see my prayer was heard.’

“Tt was not a prayer,” he said,
protest.’

“Hlow do vou mean, #ir{’

“CTIe, who teueht us all how to pray,” he
answered, ‘Ile who is the Way, the Truth, the
Life, said to ITis Father, in His hour of ex-
tremity, “*Not My will, but Thine be done.”
When we pray, it becomes us to thiok, is it our
own will or God’s will that we wanf to
realize 7’

“1 felt hix words were true, and after hoe
wag gone I eonld not silence the ccho of his
words, ‘Not a prayer, Imt a protest ! My will,
not God’s will.”’

“NMy poor darling. his life was spared, But
—bnt it s fourteen wvears ago and he is a
child still.  His mind never vefmmed.  Tle is
in the idivi asylum, incarable.”

“Lord, teach us Low to pray, and what to
pray for,”” for the true issnanee of prayer is
supplication and humility, and trae prayer
always means trust in Him who is **too wise
to err and too good fo be unkind.”’

1f he dies I

"1 said

it was a

* The Present Path of faith.

Peter in coming ont of the ship to Jesus
represents  that faith which forsaking the
earthly accommodation of the ship, goes ont
to meet Jesus who has revealed ITimself to it,
and walks upon the sea—a hold undertaking,
but based on the word of Jesus, “‘Come,”’
Yet, remark heve that this wallk has no other
foundation than “‘If it be Thon, '’ that is to
say, Jesus Himself. There is no support, no
possibility of wallking, if Christ be logt sie
of. All depends on Him. There is a known

means in the ship; there is nothing bul faith,
which looks to Jesus,” for walking on the wa-
ter. Man, as mere man, sinks by the very
fact of being there, Nothing can sustain itself
except that faith which draws from Jesus the
strength that s in Him, and which therefore
imitates ITim. But it is sweet to imitate
Him, and ope is then nearer to Him, more
like Him. This is the true position of the
Chureh, in coutrast with the- pemnant of
Israel in. their ordinary _character.  Jesus
walls on the waler as on the solid ground.
He, who created the clements as they are
conld well dispose of their qualities at His
pleasure. He permits stortus to arise for the
trial of our faith. IIe walks on the stormy
wave as well as on the calm., Moreover, the
stoTm TAakes Tio ORTeTenGe— He who sinks in
the waters does so in the calm as well as in
the storm, and e who can walk on them will
do in the storm as well as in the calm—that
is to say, unless efreumstances arce looked to
and so faith fail, and the Dord is forgotten.
Tor often circnmstances make us forget Him,
where faith ought to enable us to overeome
circumstanees through onr walking by faith
i Him, who ds_above them all 1 nevertheless,
J»LNSHLLQ_G_DE]‘ He who walks in His own
power upon the water is there to sustain the
fuith and the wavering steps of the poor dis-
ciples: and at any rate that faith had brought
Peter so near to Jesus that His outstretehed
haond could sustain him.  Peter’s fault was
that he looked at the waves, at the storm
{which, after all, had nothing to do with it),
instead of looking al Jesus, who was un-
changed and whe was walking on those very
waves, as bis faith shonld have observed.
Still the ery of his distress brought the power
of Jesns into action, as his faith onght to have
done; only it was now to his shame, instead
of heing in the enjoyment of communion and
walking like the Tiord.

Jesus having entered -the ship, the wind
ceases.  Even so it will be when Jesus returns
te the remnant of His people in this
Then alsh will He he worshipped as the Son
of God by all that are in the ship with the
remnant of Israel. In Gennesaret Jesus again
exercises the power which shall hereafter
drive out from the earth all the evil which
Satan has brought in, For when He returns
the world will recognize Him. It iz a fine
picture of the result of Christ’s rejection
which this Gospel has already made known
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to us as Iaking place In the midst of the
Jewish nation.

(J.N. D.)
Perfect Peace.

“Clancer’’ it was pronouneed, and the pa-
tient was almost stunned by it, nothing to be
done or hoped for, only a few months to live,
and more pain each day, and then the parting
with her family! But then came the gweet
aceeptance of God’s will; the owning of that
will as best and right, and then peace, swect
peace. Bhe said later: ‘I cannot undersiond
the peace I have.”” ‘“No,”” said her friend,
““the peace of God passeth all understanding
shall W@ and minds through

Christ Jesus.

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
mind is stayved on thee because he trusteth in
thee’ (Is. 26: 3).

“@reat peace have they who love thy law
and nothing shall offend them ™ (Ps. 119:163),

When God writes opporfunity on one side
of an open door, he writes responsibilitv on
the other side. FEvery one who invests fime,
service, money, life (not seeking gain, but for
Christls sake and the Gospel's) always gets
meore than_he gives. Not always more of ma-
terial good, but what is of far higher value,
rest of heart, peace of mind, and the' von-
setous approval of God. It makes life sweeter,
burdens lighter, and brings (fod nearer. Who
thal has any regard for his personal welfare
obedient to our Lord, whether it brings us
profit or not. The profit is a sort of “by-pro-
duct,”” The oil men and eoal men have
learned that it is very profitable to look care-
but wants sueh blessings? But we shonld be
fully after the *“Oy-product.)’

— T — — -

*  Money—Ite Uses and Hbuses.

IHaving gone over briefly the mentions in
the Old Testament of the word Money, it may
emphasize some of ifts lessons, to consider yet
a little more widely ifs relation to God and to
ourselves. P

The first record of the money metalsy, in
the Word, is that of the ‘“good gold”’ of the
land of Havilah, thére is ‘‘bdellium and the
onyx stone’’ (Gen. 2:11). This establishes

its true meaning, as the metal of treasure,
it being linked with precious stones, and as
noted alveady, the first mention of Silver, the
metal of commerce, i35 when Abraham pur-
chased a burial place. But, while the first is
viewaed as still hid in the earth, and the
other as heing in the hands of the buyer, and
the seller, onr great question is, Whose ig it?
Let its Creator tell us, and let our ears he
attent, as Ife states the case to His saints:—

“The mighty God, wven the Lord, hath
spoken, and called the earth from the rising
of the sun unto the going down thereof.”’

“Every beast of the field is Mine,

And the coftle upon a thousand hills,

The wild beasls of the field are Mine,

The world s Mine, and

The fulluess thereof” {Ps. 51:10-12).

On this ground of Divine ownership then it
is written further:—

“Offer wnto God thanksgiving,

Pay thy vows unto the Most High,

C'all upon Me in the day of trouble,” ete

This serions Truth is further tamght us in
the following Seriptnres, as well as others,
where the direct word for i is not nsed.

(1Y ““All the first born {man or beast) it is
Mine” (Fx. 13:2),

(2) ““All the cerih is Mine”” (Ex. 19:5).

(3) ““The land (of Israel) 18 Mine’ {Lev.

25. 233,

{4y Al the {ithe of the land is the
Lord’s’’ (Lev. 27:30).
(5) “*The Leviles shall be Mine” {Num.

3:12).

(6) “CHlead 18 Minc, Manassch is Mine”
{Ps. 60:7; 108:8),

{7) ““Behold all souls are Mine’” (Ezek,
18:4).

(8) ““There were two woemen and they were
Mine’’ (Ezek. 23:4).

(%) “The silver is Mine and the gold is
Mine’” (Hag. 2:8).

(10) ““They that feared the Lord shall be

Mine” (Mal, 3:17).

Tlere are given us not ““ten command-
ments,”” but ten serious fects, which as eon-
tatning the T'ruth, present to us what thus be-
eome commandments to every loyal and obe-
dient heart. What a range they cover for onr
profit!

{1) The first born, the heginning of our
strength (Gen. 49:3),

(2) The earth made as man’s habitation.
{Job 15:19). .
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(3) The land of Canaan, given to Israel
alone (Ex. 6:8).

(4} The tithes of their increase, of Iand or
beast (Lev. 27: 30, 32).

(5 The Lemtcs taken in exchange 1:01' the
first horn (Num. 3:12 13).

(6) Manasseh’s possesswn on the other side
of Jordan (Num. 32: 40).

(7) Man, universally is God’s, by creation
right (Mal, 2:10; Acts 17:28). -

{8) Woman, though created for man, is
His also {Hzek. 23:4, 5).

(9) Money and riches and all treasures are

His (Rev, 5: 12).

(10) The godly and all the righteous are
His (Ps. 4:3).

How, then, is this Divine proprietorship to
be recognized by all men, and especially by
His people? The answer broadly is in Wor-
ship and Service to Him, according to His
revealed will and character. So we find in
one of Seriptures earliest records: “*Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an off ering
vnto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought
of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat
thereof’’ (Gen. 4: 3}.

Leaving aside, for our present purpose. the
Gospel aspect of these two offerings (of which
but one counld be rightly termed a sacrifice),
this first record fully establishes that God
looks for worship and service from the hearts
and lives of His ercatures. They may, by
reason of their sins, be incapable of rendering
themm to him, but yet our Lord Jesus said:
““The Father scelelh worshippers,”’ to a sin-
ner of old, who eould not possibly worship
“Him, as she then was, in her sins.

Tt is nevertheless implanted in the hearts
of all men, and produneed suitably to Him, in
those of His redeemed people, to worship a
Supreme Being, and clouded as it may be by
sin, it Is yet, none the less, existent in men
umvemallv which man’s proneness to idola-
try, of all kinds, hears witness to undeniably.

Cain’s woffering then, was the reeognition
of the Divine rights, while Abel’s, in contrast,
was hoth this, and the fruit of a Divine Reve-
Iation, as well, His example of faith in
more than eoming to God upon the gronnd
of sacrifice, is worthy of our note. He offered
nnto God, a more acceptable sacrifice then
Cain ““for it had stamped upon it, hoth the
first and also the best.”” #The firstlings of
the flock and the fat thereof.”’

Noah comes next in order, to add his share
to this Divine lesson: Chosen, in grace ((Gen.
6:8); he walked with God (9 v.); was obe-
dient to Him (22 v.); separated (7:1);
tested (24 v.); remembered (8:1) ; delivered.
And note the result: ‘““Noah builded an altar
unto the Lord, and took of every clean beast,
and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar’’ (Gen. 8:20). Here,

" before the law, and yet surely as the fruit of

a Divine Revelation, or else it eould not be
Faith, righteous Noah (Hzek. 14:14, 20)
owned God’s rights, and brought Him one-
serventh of all clean beasts and birds—thus
presumably, at least a tenth of all he had
taken inte the ark. Did God honour then or
refuge his liberal giving? He engraved it in
His Word as our example, in these words:
“And the Liord smelled o sweet savour.”” But
it was not only fragrant to Him, as the free
will offering of ITis servant, but gave Him a
righteous basis, on which to covenant with
the earth and all that moved upon it: *I
will not again curse the ground, nor smite
every [rving thing as I have done”’ (Gen. 8;
21).  Our scasong thus have come to us, eir,
cumstantially on the ground of Noah’s wor-
ship and “‘serving (Yod acceptably with rever-
enee and godly fear™ (1cb, 12:28). |
The next record of this faet 1s in Abraham
und Melchizedee (Gen. 14:20) where we
read: “ITe gave him tithes of all.’”” The same

apostle who enjoins that we “walk in the
steps of that faith of our father, Abraham®’

{Rom. 4:12) reasens out of this event, that
“Levi who received tithes paid tithes in
Abraham.””  7This also being in the days of
the family of faith, Patriarchal days and ere
the legal dispensation came in, the example
remaing in full foree for us, for while Ara-
ham, later became a Jew, by eircumeision, he
was at this time only a Gentile, being “‘in
nneirenmeision.’”” 1'here seems no escape, thus,
from the obligation on the part of all Abra-
ham’s seed, by faith, of giving to God at
Inast, ““Hithes or a lenth of oll”’ 1If it is
objected that our Dispensation is a higher one
than either the Jewish or Patriarchal ones,
then Tet us own this fact; practically, by
doubling our tithes, and it may silence us, in
the «opc]usion that ‘‘comparisons are odious.”

{To be continued.)

Home Frlend 80c. year, In TI.8. 70c. B. C. Greenman,
Editor & Publisher, Home Friend Offive, 647 Yongse
Street, Toronto, Can,
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for the Lumbs
of Ehrist's Flock

Tender Grass

“He maketh me to lie down i pasiurves of Tender Grass”

tofxr

“1 Pave Christ, What Want 1 More!”

In the heart of London City,

~ Midst the dwellings of the poor,

‘These bright gnlden words were uttered,
. ““T have Chmst what want I more?”

By a lonely d) ing- widow,
Stretched wpon & garret floor,
+ Having not one earthly comfort,
‘1 have Christ, what want I more?”’

He who heard them ran to fetch her
Something from this world’s great store;
It was needless, died she saying,
“I have Christ, what want I more?’’

- But her words will live forever,
I repeat them o’er and o’er,
God delights to hear me saying,
““I have Christ, what want T more?”’

* The BPrinces Hnd The Blachman.

In the history of the sorrowing prophet,
Jeremiah, we have emphasized by the Spirit
of God, a vivid contrast between the princes
of Judah and an Et‘nmplan eu:auch Ebed-
melech (Jer 36-38).

1 the first case, Baruch the secribe, read
<Jeremiah’s message in the ears of all the
people. Then Michaiah reports the words of
it to the princes, who then send for Baruch
to read it to them, which he did. The first
effect wag they were all afraid, and said they
would surely tell the King, and advised
Baruch and Jeremizh to hide themselves. They
reported it to the King, who then has the

roll read to him, and after hearing several

leaves read, he ﬁrst cut it, then burnt it on
the hearth.. ‘‘ Yet were thev not afraid, nor
rent their garments, neither the King, nor any
of his servamis that heard all these words.
Nevertheless FElnathan and Delaiash and
Gemariah had made intercession fo the King
that he would not burn the roll, but he would
not hear them’ (23-25).

The King then commanded three of his
servants to ‘‘take Baruch the seribe, and
Jeremiah the prophet, but the Lord hid

them.” ‘Then the Lord charged Jeremish to
repr ¢_the roll that the King had burnt,
which he did, ““adding many like words”
(32).

Another King, Zedekiah, next reigns, who
promises to do better than the wicked man
who burnt the roll of the Lord, and sent to
the prophet, saying: ‘‘Pray for us.”? In
answer to this, Jeremiah returned the word
of the Lord: ‘‘Deceive not yourselves,”’ ete.
(37:3, M. -

Jeremiah, after delivering his message, was
about to go into the land of Benjamin to
separate himself when he is arrested, and
brought to the prinees, who *‘smote- h1m and
put him in prison.’’ After he has been there
many days, the King took him out to ask
him: ‘“Is there any word from the Lord?’’
Jeremiah said: ‘‘There is, thon shalt be de-
livered inte the hands of the King of Baby-
lon.”” In addition to this, Jeremiah appeals
to the King as to what his wrong-doing was,
and that he should not be returned fo his
prison. The King then relieves Jns__,lot by
committing him ‘‘to the court of the prison,
with a daily piece of bread.”’

Four princes, by name, next hearing Jere-
miah’s words beseech the King to put him
to death and the poor yacillating King says:
“Te is in your hand.” With this liberty
they took this beloved and faithful man, and
cast him into the dungeon of Maechiah and
let him down with coxds. And the Holy
Spirit’s comment on it is: ‘“And in the dun-
geon there was no water but mire: so Jere- [
miah sunk into the mire’’ (Ch. 38:6).

Such is the dark background of a man’'s
sad and brief history, whom God delighted
in, so that he gives it a place in the sacred
record, for our instryetion and emulation, and
also for our example of ‘‘suffering affliction
and of patience,’”” But He also sets out on it
the loving serviée of another.

“Now when Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, one
of the eunuchs which was in the King’s house,
heard that they had put Jeremiah in the
dungeon ; the King then sitting in the gate of
Benjamin; Ebedmelech went forth out of the
King’s -house, and spake to the King saying,
My lord the King, these men have done evil

in all that they hawe done to Jeremigh the
prophet, whom they have cast into the dun-
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geon,.and he is like to die for hunger in the
place where he is; for there is no more bread
in the eity’ (Jer. 39:7-9).

This bold and compassionate appeal for
Jeremiah, touches the King’s heart, who now,
in turn, gives Ebedmelech Ais way with the
prophet, as he had previously given to the
prigces, for we read: ““Then the King com-
manded Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, saying,
Take from hence thirty men with thee and
take up Jeremiah out of the dungeon before
he die.”’

Promptly and gladly the King’s decree is
acted upon. ‘‘So Ebedmelech took the mén
with him, and went into the house of the King
under the treasury, and took thence old cast

elouts and old rotten rags, and let them down
by cords into the dungedn bo Jeremiah. And

Ebedmelech the Ethiopian sald unio Jere-
miah: **Put now these old cast clouts and
rotfen rags under thige armholes under the
cords. And Jeremiali did so. And they drew
up Jeremiah with cords and took him out of
the dungeon and Jeremiah remained in the
gurt of the prison’ (11 to 13).

This recorﬁ of Hbedmelech is a simple but
suggestive one as follows:—

(1) He heard of tite evil of the princes

st £0d’s servant.

(2) He Imd the matter before fhe King,
dencuncing the evil of it.

{3) He identified himself with God’s fes-
imony in his day.

{4) He minsiered with compassion and

faithfulne race and fruth,

The statements ag to this faithful and lov-
ing service are just seven, and each one is
. needed to make it a complete service such as
the Lord loves.

(1) When he “heard” of the_evil.

Reader, have we not also heard of mueh
likewise—evil in the echurch and in the world,
erying, uneontrolled and rampant evil? None
can deny it exists, abounds and increases.
But what are we doing about it? Are we
either defiled by over-occupation with if,
wearied with a hopefess AFRt against it, on
settled dowu to a selfish mdlfference as to it?
Here is a ‘““more excellent way ™’ seen in our
black brother Ebhedmelech.

2, “He went forth out of the the Kmu 3
house.’

He sought not his own ease and eomfort
he busied not himself, at this moment, w1th

other interests of his RBoyal master, inasmuech.

e

as Israel’s only help was sunk in the miré of
a dungeon. Aect he must, and Mm
80 he

(3) Spake to the King.””

His appeal was with due reverence, but
with burning words, and right to the point.
One thing was on his mind, and he tells it
out: “‘These men have done evil.”” By thiy
fact he left their ranks, and puts himself on
the prophel’s side, on the side of God and
His truth in that apostate day. MHe stops
not there, however, for he pleads “he is like
to die.”’ Something must be done, and done
at once—this evil must be undone for the
prophet must not be left ‘“sunk 18 the mire™
of Malehiah’s dungeon.

(4) ““He took the men.”’

Furnished with the King’s decree, the
word of authority to act upon, and the
King’s band of thirty men, the power to act
on it, Ebedmelech goes forth, not as a mere
dictator to others of work he would super-
intend, but as a loving and earnest worker
himself. He said not “go’’ but ‘‘ecome,”’ and
sets the example also of all that was to be
done, ‘‘heartily ag unt »

(5) “Took thenee {out from under the
treasury) old east elouts and old rotten rags.’

His means of serviee stand vividly in eon-
trast; on the one hand “‘thirty men from the
King’s presenee’’ (whether for a bodyguard
or what, we are nét told) and ““old cast clouts
and rotten rags,”” The first may intimate how
mieh we need from the King and the other,
how litéle we need from anyone eIsem—“thlrty
men and old cast clouts,’’ are something to
consider as ic means of serviece.

(6) ““He let Hrem down by cords.’

How carefully and considerately he per-
forms this service, he did not throw these old
rags down in the dark for Jeremiah to pick
ont of the mire, which would have been #
‘g@{fesgu@‘ No, but he passes them di-.
recily from his own hand fo the prophet’s
hand. The fact that he does not use better
goods for the purpose indicates the economy
that God’s work rightly calls for, for while.
the object of “t.hawwmq” was one
of mercy, to save the dear, emaciated prophet
some little suffering, they would fully serve:
the end desired, and be to the prophet’s hum-
ble mind far more snitable to the occasion
than ‘‘purple and fine linen’ would have
heen had they been used instead. The double
lesson, doubtless, is to draw upon what God.
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has put at our disposal, and also press into
His service the W even to ‘‘old
cast clouts’ to Inake The Work of deliverance
both mereiful in its menrer as well as its
matter or result.

e wnstructs Jeremiah in their use.

He said to Jeremiah: Put now these old
cast elouts and rotten rags under thine arm-
holes under the cords.” And Jeremiah did
so’’ (12 v.).

Ebedmelech iz master of the occasion, his
loving rt planned the prophet’s deliver-
anee and here he gives, not only the word of
ecommand, but a plain interpretation of it.
The prophet is in the mire, sunk in it, and
there in the darkness and evil of 2 foul-
smelling dungeon he needs some to undertake
his cause. And in the very forefront of this
delivering band from the Gate of Benjamin,
the son of my right hand, stands the dear

ehony eunuch, Ebedmelech, who did such a
loving service To God, in saving His dear ser-
vant, and in such a wise, considerate way as
“to have His name written in the book of
Faith's victories and God’s deliverarces.

ut the end of the story is not yet, for at
the very time that Jerusalem is “hroken up,”’

there are three of them, and the last two are
but one: ‘1 will deliver, 1 will surely
deliver thee,”” and added to these are two
negatives: ‘‘Thou shalt nof be given up to
the enemy, #ot fall by the sword,’’ but ‘‘thy
life shall be a prey unto thee’’—a spoil of
victory. The Lgﬁrm the reason of
this saying: ‘‘Because thou hast put thy
trust in me, saith the Lord.’” Ebedmelfch
had fears, we are told, but he had the eour-
age, born of faith in God, and all he had to
serve with, save what the King supplied, were
““old_cast elouts-and rotten rags,’’ and these
he Tound in the strangest place possible, in
““the Aing’s house’ and ‘“‘under the trea-
sury.”’

Let us be emulated, brethren, by this thril-
ling narrative, to look around us and see if

* there be not some suffering ones, sunk in the

mire of the enemy’s dungeons, and also if
there be not still some ‘“old east clouts and
rotten rags’’ that we can put to better use
than breeding pestilence in the King's house,
or putting their ill savour upon ‘‘the trea-
sury.”” Let this word-parable of ‘‘ancient
history '’ thus become modern, and if our days

be evil, and many be againgt all that is of
Zedekiah’s son slain before his eves, and all _Qod. Jet our hands and hearts be strong to-

the nohles of Judah, and Zedekiah hlinded
and bound in chaing, we read also-of Jere-
mia.hm But we read also of
Ebedmelech receiving a message of peace and
agsurance from the Lord s, the God
of Israel. Coming at such a time, the day
of the Lord’s visitation, in His judgment, how
vividly it stands out in bright and bold relief
against the clouds and darkness of that day.
How trnly the reward of the righteons is
sure and better far than either deserved or

thought of .

““Behold I will bring my words upon thiz city for
evil and pot for good, and they shall be accomplished
in that day before thee.’’ (Jer. 39 :16.)

“But I will deliner thee in that day, saith the
Lord: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of
the men of whom thou art afraid,’’ (17 v.)

“Tor I will SurelydeTiver thee, and thon’ shalt not
fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey
nnto thee: because thow hast put thy trust in me,
eaith the Lord.”’ (18 v.)

What was the special import of this message
that came to Jeremiah while he was shut up
in the court of the prison?

This, that as God’s word is sure and stable
as fo the warning of His judgment, so is it

also as to His_promiges of grace. God’s “‘I
wills”” are all judgmerit or Eiehvet'ance. Hersa

““He that doeth the
B. C. G.

do His will, who says:
will of God abideth forever.””

An éxample Of forgiveness.

Two men had been made a needed example
of in Stanley’s camp during his African
journeys, and then desiring to spare others
condemned to like fate, he held a couneil with:
the head man, Jlashid e arranged it thus:
““‘Suppose we get the prisoner ready, put
guards over him, then when you hear the
trumpet, tell the other chiefs to come to me,
and ask his pardon and I will give it vou.”’

The prisoner was led out, and asked : ** Now,
my young man, have you anything to say be-
fore you join your hrother who died yester-
day?”’ .

The man was silent, and I turned to tha
head man, sayving: ‘‘Have you anything to
say before I pass the word?”’

Then Rashid nudged his brother chiefs, at
which they all rushed up and threw themselves
at my feet, pleading forgiveness, blaming in

harsh terms the thieves and murderers, but
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vowing their behaviour in the future would
be better, if mercy was extended to them this
one time.

During this scene, the Zanzubaris’ faces
were worth observing. How the eyes dilated,
and the lips closed, and their cheeks became
pallid, as with the speed of an electric flash,
the same emotion moved them.

Thern Stafniey exclaimed: - Enough chil-

- dren; take your man, his life is yours. But

see to it. There is one law_in futyre y for
him who robs us of’_]hﬂe, and that is daath
by the cord.”’
* Then such a manifestation of feeling oe-
curred that I was amazed—real, big tears
rolled down many a face, while every eye was
suffered and enlarged with his passionat:
emotions. Caps and turbans were tossed into
the air. Rifles were lifted and every right arm
was up. as they exclaimed: “* Unfil The white
eap is buried, none skall feave him! Death to
him who lea,ves Bula Matari! Show the way
to the Nyansa! Lead us on now—now we
will follow?”’

The prisoner also wept and after the noose
was flung aside, knelt down, and vowed to die
at my feet We shook hands, and 1 said:
“IT 1s God’s work, thank Him,’

Merrily the Trump T‘Bﬁf@ﬂ'ﬁnce more, and
at once rose every voice: ‘‘Bv the help of
God! By the help of God!”" The datail for
the day sprang to their posts, received their
heavy load -for the day, and marchoed away
rejoicing as to a feast. Even the officers smil-
ed their approval. Never was there such i
number of warmed hearts in the f’(l‘f_‘_(jq_f__qf_i;}_l_,_
Congo as on that dav.

Such was the result of that heavenly attri-
bute, displayed by a man, whom we trust had
learned a little of his own need of it—mercy.
But he knew full well that it wust not only
"have the fitting oecasion for its display. but
also a righteous basis. Thus, there was first
the example given of what judgment desertion
and robbery of their arms deserved, and then
the full confession of this by the leading head
men, and finally the threat nf }udgment to
come for all that treated both the mercy and
the judgment lightly. ¢

* Money—Its Uoes and Hbuses.

‘Trac:ing this subject further, of tithes, on
into .the Mosaic dispensation we read thus:—-

(1) *“*All the Tithe, seed of land, or fruit
is the Lord’s’’ (Lev. 27:30).

(2) ““If a man will redeem them, he shall
add a fifth thereto’ (Tev, 27:31).

() ““The tithe of the herd or flock shall
be holy unto the Liord” (Lev. 27:32).

"{4) ““The tithes have 1 given to the
Levites”” (Num. 18:24).

(5) ““They shall offer a fenth part of the
tithe’ (Num, 18:26).

(6) “Te the Lord’s place, bring your
tithes™ (Deut. 12: 86).

(7) **Euat the tithes before the Lord, thy
God, there’’ (Deut, 12: 18; 14: 23).

(8) “‘Thou shalt truly t%the all the inerease
of thy seed’ (Deut. 14: 28},

(9) ““At the end of three years bring them
forth end lay it up’’ (Deunt, 14:22),

(10) “When thon hast made an end of
tithing all’’ (Deut, 26:12),

I. The UntversatiTy of T'ithes,

This prineiple of #ithing one’s increase, and
devoting it to the service of the Lord, already
noted, as a universal prineiple in Seripture is
very definitely marked in Jacob’s well-known
vow: ‘‘Of all that Thou shalt give, T will
surely give the tenth unte Thee' (Gen.
28:22). This, while a vow, and we know not
if ever earried out by Jacob, or not, yet was
the direct result of God’s sovereign promise
of grace. This was to give to Jacob.

(1) The land whereon he lay.

{2) To make his ‘‘seed as the dust of the
carth.”’

(3) To bless all families of the earth’ in
them,

(4) To be “with him.”’

(5) To ‘‘keep him’’ where he went,

{6) To ““bring him hither again.”’ :

(7) To not leave him’’ till all was fulfilled
{Gen, 28:13-15).

Such grace, free and full and abiding, as
it was, certainly deserved such a return at .
the hands of its receiver, so Jacob’s vow was
simply a fitting recognition of God’s favor he-
%towed upon him.

" But passing from these patrlarchal days to
those of Tsrael under the law, or schédlmaster,
tithing is announced, without any hint of it
being a new or unknown thing:

(To be confinued.)

Home Friend. §0c. year, In T.8. 706, C. Greenman,
Editor & Publisher, Homa Friend Orﬂce 647 Yonge
Street, Toronto, Can.
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te“der Gl'aSS nf Ahrist's Florh

"He maketh me lo lie down In pasiures of Tender Grass”
TIj11

“ Bitherto.”

When our sonls are much discouraged
By the rounghness of the way,
And the cross we have to carry
Seemeth heavier every day;
When some cloud that overshadows
Hides our Father’s face from view.
Oh! it’s well then {o remember
Hé has blessed us ‘‘Hitherto.”’
o ———

Looking back the long years over

What a varied path! and yet,
All the way His hand has led us,

Placed each hindrance we hava met,
Given to us the ‘‘pleasant places,”

Cheered us all the journey through,
Passing fhrough the deepest waters

He has blessed us ‘‘Hitherto.”

L. OAKLEY.

* The Leason of the Leaves.

“‘Behold we all do fade as a leaf’” (Tsa. 64:6)

‘What does the Lord intend us o learn hy
such a fighire of speeeh as this?

““A leaf!”’ how insignificanft! how com-
paratively worthless, but one of the myriads
of leaves that exist, growing to-day and dy-
ing to-morrow; is it simply the emblem of a
m@%r_zme\,o_t‘rgying men passing from dust
td g travelers from fime to an eternity,
whenée there is no return?

There are, doubfless, parallels in this view
of if, tut is there not far more than this in
‘“the lesson of a leaf’’? We helieve there is,
and to find it will now trace the subjeet
- thronghout Seripture.

A Teaf is part of a divine economy. T has
its place to fill in the great, all-wise and ben-
eficent scheme of the Almighty Creator as
well as the archangel. Thongh but the frail
creafure of a paqsmrf season, vet it is under
the eyve of Him who notes the fall of a gpar-
row, and ‘“‘numbers the very hairs of our
heads.”” Yes, the tiny, rustling leaf 1s ““the
work of iz hands’ just as much as the
starry hosts of heaven, whom He ealls by their
names. or the glorions orb that lights our
pathway through this world, or the greafest

gift He exm gzave to Tlis creatunre, man, His
hol al Word, If any doubt it, let
them astomsh the ‘world by domo' what n0
man has ever yet been able to do, with all the
boasted march of scienee—ereate a single leaf.

I An Emblem of RicETEOUSNESS.

The first mention of leqves in Holy Serip-
ture is when ““ Adam and Fve sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves aprons.’’ This,
in itself, was the tacit confession of “the _
fall,”’ for God’s record of them previously
was: ““And they were both naked, the man
and his wife, and were no@h&m&d” {Gen.
2:25). They were both, as come fresh from
the Creator’s hand, alike without clothing,
without sin and without shame. They needed
no clothing in their innoeent estate, else God
would have provided it for them. Contrary
to the idea, that they lost their clothing, of
cftnlgent glory by the fall, we are expressly
told they had none, they were naked before
the fall. Further, when Adam tells God that
““he was afraid because he was naked,”’ it
was false, for God-had erw
and also bronght both the animals and Eve
to him, all alike in the same condition of
nakedness.

Adam’s use of fig leaves for a covering was
of the same character as Cain’s offering, It
jenored that a fallen creafure needed both a
Divine revelation and a_sacrifice; he needed
okt from God, and a way into His holy
presence.

Man's strange tale, then, at the fall was
that he stole the fruif of one free, robbed
another of its leaves, hid behind fhe trunk of
a m was shut out b¥ God from the
fonrth, the tree of life. Later on, we find one
of his descendants under a tree, another up
in a tree, and the Son of man 1mp‘11€d upon
“he “acmuﬁ)rd__izee” for man’s redemption.
Mystery of sin and salvation, how great it is!

IT. Emblem of PEacE.

**And, lo, in her mouth was&ﬂglizg_}?a_f
plueked off; so Noah knew thaf (e waters
were abated’’ (Gen. 8:11).

Judgment had eome upon the world of the
ungod]v but while the waters rose higher
and higher, they ““hare up the at'k ' and it
““went npon the face of them.’ Then, as
thesa abated. and the ark rested, Noah sends
ont, first the raven, then the dove, to learn
how near at hand mwht be the day of hisg
deliverance. With what joy would he hail
this messenger of peace. the rveturned dave,
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with the olive leaf in her mouth. Thig tree,
which above many, would seem not to be in
evidence at such a time, yields its sweet mes-
sage of the judgment passed, and of present
peace and future blessing. Noah read the
message aright, and when he later rears his
altar it hag that gi ance also.

III. An emblem of JuDGMENT,

“The sound of a shaken leaf shull chase
them ™ (Lev. 26:36).

Such was God’s warning to Ilis people,
Israel, against departure from Him, that if
they indulged such folly, He ““would send a
faintness inte their hearts,”’ and the most
trivial sound should affright them. Thus God
can use even the rustling of a_leaf to carry
out Mis sovereign \vﬁf——%ﬁﬁ'gﬁg;ind, the
ferrible earthquake and the mighty waves of
the sea no more than the the gentle rustling
of a leaf can do His work,

Therefore rustle on, ye tiny leaves, and God
can make even yvour feeble voice to strike ter-
ror into the hearts of His prond and rebel-
Dious ereatures. We have not to Begrcat or
wise o wonderful, to be used of Him, but to
be dependent, as the leaves can by no means
rustle themselves, but are dependent on His
wind. And of this it is said, ”He holds it
in Tis fists,’’ and also that Ie “‘flies upon
The wings of the wind” (Prov, 30:4), (Ps.
18:10). So it, too, serves [1is sovereign will.

IV. An emblem of ITuman Franry,

“Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and
fre?” (Job 13:25).

Such iz Joh's pathetic but impatient appeal
to God. He imagined that as his friends had
turged against him {which in every saint’s
history séems to eome in due time, either in
prosperity or adversity}, that God, too, was
aiming to break the poor leal as it was driven
to and fro. Think, en the one hand, of such
a thought in the heart of a saint, and yet no
saint is there but is in danger of cherighing
it. Think, also, on the other hand, of the
patience of God solving all the riddle of His
ways, in the final reseue of this poor driven
leat, Job!

V. An emblem of ProspenITY.

““Hig leaf also shall not wither.”’

Such is the blessing of the righteous, whoge
delight is_in_God’s law; he is like a tree
planted bmitful, ever-green and
prosperous. It is a miracle to sustain in wndy-
ing freshness in the midst of a dry and

thirsty land, as this world is to the Christian,
é%kf%%f And yet God not only can do
it e does it, and still more, He reveals
to us the ways a,nd means of HIS grace, ‘‘the
law of the Lord,”’ and His people’s ‘“medita-
tions therein day and night.”” Little leaves,
take courage! for as Jong as God makes
leaves, so long will He ordain that the heavens
above, and the rivers below shall be put in
eharrre of them, for He hath said: ‘“His leaf

shall not wither,”” and “‘the Scripture cannot

be broken.’’

VI. An emblem of DEcay.

““Ye shall be as an oak whose leal fadeth”
(TIsa. 1:30).

Something wrong here! is one’s involuntary
comment. See von mighty oak of Bashan.
towering up in its pride far above all its fel-
lows. It may bhend its lofty head to the
mighty blast of the storm, but only as though
to raise its head again more haunghtily a little
later on. Where, first, then, is the decline of
its strength to be seen? Not in the erashing
of its giant trunk or limbs, but in the fading
of its leaves! Yes, this ig the first sign of its
decay and-death. These leaves, so to speak,
sct to confess its dependence upon its mighty
Creator, may, alas, but profess a strength
whieh is fast waning, in heing but faded
leaves.

VII. An emblem of RESURRECTION.

But of even an oak tree, with ity faded
leaves, there is hope, for we read: ‘“As a teil
tree and ss an oak, whose substance is_in
them, when they cast thetr leares, so the holy
seed shall be the substinee thereof’ (T%a
6:13). Thus the casting of the leaves iz a
pledge of resurrection for ‘“there i hope of
a tree 1f it be eut down, that 1‘[ will sprount
again’ (Job 14:7).

““All the host of heaven shall he dissolved,
and the heavens shall be rolled together as a
seroll, and all their host shall fall down, as
the leaf falleth off from the vine (Isa.
34.: 4}, T

Such iy God’s luminons and impressive
warning of the judegment to come. Satan and
all his hosts shall be east out of the heavenlies.
““The host of the high ones on high,”’ and the
beneficent and protective heavens shall be
rolled together, and be no more, and, all this,
as little with effort on the part of the Al
mighty Judge, as ‘‘the falling of a leaf.”’
Sure, inevitable and eternal and yet but the
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turning of His hand, Who now stretches it
out in mercy all day long to sinners who
heed it not,

VIII, An emblem of MORTALITY.

““We_all da fade as a leal” (Isa. 64:6).

The .gonneetion here is mogt striking. We
have set in contrast as follows:

la. Thou art twrolh, for

1h. We have sinned.

2a. In those is continuance

2b. And we shall be soved,

1. But we are all as an unclean thing,

2. And all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags.

3. We do all fede as a leaf,

4. And our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away.”” {Isa 64:6.)

How marvelons the story of this fading

“leaf, man in_his sins! First, there is God’s
wrath against our 8ins, and then His grace
for our salvation. Then there is thﬁ_’m}fgyld__
deseription of us as unclean and fiithy, as fad-
ing and driven away. Then, the soul’s plead-
ing, *“We are all the work of Thy hand. Be
not wroth very sore, heither remember in.
iquity forever, ete.”” (Isa. 6:8, 9).

Poor dusty fading leaves, fear not thy being
driven by the tempest, for e who ‘‘in wrath
remembers merey’’ has said of all His own:
“Their sins and iniquities will I rememhber
no, more’’ (Heb, 10: 177

IX. An emblem of VIcToRY.

““Her leal shall be green’ (Jer, 17:8).

Blessed promise to the trusting soul, found
in a veritable cluster of the same ‘‘Blessed is
the man that trusteth in the Tword,

And whose hope the Lord is,

(1) ForTEgﬁWaTaﬂree planted by
the waters,

(2} That spreadeth forth her roofs by the
river,

(3) And shall not see when heat ecometh,

(4) But her leaf shall be green,

(5) And shall not be carefwl in the year of
dronght,

{6} Neither shall
fruit”’ (Jer. 17:7,8).

Heat and drought, and all else adverse to
it, faith overcomes through the ever-flowing
river, the Holy Spirit.

cease from yielding

X. An emblem of DISAPPOINTMENT,
“T¢ shall wither in all the leaves of her

spring.”’
3

Sueh is God’s warning of judgment against
Israel, when plucked up by the great eagle of
Babylon, and “‘planted beside great waters.”
With everything fo make its growth favorable,
yet God's declaration was, *“1t shall wither,”
and this, too, when it seemed the most un-
Likely. ““in all the leaves of her spring.”’  Jusi
when the sap of life was coursing to Hs ut-
most branches, and there was every prospeet
of life and vigor and fruitfuloess, then in-
stead came its withering leaves, to witness the
blast of the Almighty.

XL An emblem of the Kixgpon.

““And by the river, upon the bank thereof,
on this side and on that side, shall grow all
trees for meat, who$& leaf shall not fade’
Ezek. 47:12).

ITere is God’s picture of the day of the
King’s return, when the river of God will
make glad His city, heal the Dead Sea, and
produce all trees for meat and that with
leaves that never fade. Glorious prospect of
unfading blessing, and of bounteouns supply,
because He ig reigning, whose right it is, and
when ““men ghall be Dhlessed in Him and all
nations shall eall Tlim blessed’ (Ps. 72:17).

XIL. An emblem of ISRAEL IN TIE PAST.

“When He saw a fig tree in the way, He
came to it, and found nothing thereon, but
leaves only, and sald unto it: Let no fruit
grow on thee henzeforward forever. And
presently the fig tree withered away’ (Matt,
21:19), '

““And seeing a fig tree afar off, having
leauves, he came, if haply he might find any-
thing thereon, and when he came to it, he
found nnlling bul leaves, Tor the time of figs
was not vet.”” This strange historic parable
presents, at a glance, Israel as being restored
to their land, while yet on the ground of the
first covenant, shewing that “‘as many as are
of the works of the law are wnder the curse”
{Gal. 3)., But that this is only one phase of
God’s dealing with Israel, that of teaching
them His lessons by the law, we have another
prophetic parable fo prove to us.

XITT. An emblem of IsgarL {future).

““Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When
his branch is vet tender and putlefh forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh’’ {Matt.
24:32. Mark 13: 28).

The budding forth of Israel, in these latfer,
days of her history. indicates that the time of
(Gtod’s deliverance is drawing near, and that
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He whose righteous hand scattered them to
the utmost corners of the earth, will yet
gather them in His merey, no more fo be
removed.

XIV. An emblem of HeaviNg.

““And the leaves of the tree wore for the
healing of the rations™ { Rev. 22: 2).

This verse, picturing, as it does, the day of
God’s Redeemed, when righteousness shall
reign, and peace and blessing fill all the earth,
shews that leaves are not mere ornaments,
but a ‘“means of graee’” as well. There will
be “‘nations’’ in that day, as well as ““The
nation,”” in which ‘‘None shall say: T am
siek,”’ and swf_ﬂles“___\hﬁgﬂge‘gd healing,
And while it7will be distinctly an age of
miracles, yet with the same common sense
that now would lead us to avail ourselves of
what God has provided, they will find Aealing
in the LEaves of the tree, which others may
enjoy the fruit of.

Tmnp]e dignity, is sufficient to
r¢buke both the ravipgs of ‘‘Christian Sei-
‘ence” that sin and disease exist not, and on
the other hand that ‘‘healing’” when it comes
aright is apart from such means. ‘‘Leaves’’
now have great medicinal value, and the God
who, in His mercy and wisdom, put it there,
has endowed hoth Ilis creature, man, with
wisdom to apply it, as also even Tlis lower
ones with instinet to nse it also. Lmivis ror
BEALING! then, is Seripture’s last witness of
the leaves, Thew_m_g_gt.

B. €.,

* Money—Its Uses and Hbuses.

{ Conttinued.)

““All the tithe of the land, whether of the
sead of the land, or of the fruit, of the tree
is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord., The
tenth of herd and flock shall be holy wnto the
Lord’" (Lev. 27:30-32).

II. Repryrrion of the Tithes.

So absolutely was this regarded as a settled
guestion, that if any desired to redeem ounght
of his tithes, he must add thereto the fifth
part thereof’’ {Lev. 27:31). -

III. The Uses of the Tithes.

The uses to whieh these tithes were to be

-put were. as clearly expressed by God, in the
words: '

““The tithes for the LeviTes® (Neh. 10: 37).

“T have given the children of Luvi all the
tenth in Israel, for an inheritance for their
service {Num, 18:21-24-31).”" “It is your
reward for your service.”’ ‘At the end of
three vears, thon shalt bring forth all the
tithes,

{1} and the Levite,

{2) and the stranger,

{3) and the falherless,

{4) and the widow
shall come, and eat. and be satisfied that the
Lord thy God may bless thee’” (Duct. 14:28-
29).

“To be given to the Levifes,

{5) Swagers,

{6) Porters (Neh, 10: 37, 13:5).

{7) “Thou and thy household’’ {Decut..
14: 26),

The first nse was the maintenance of -God’'s
servants, the next, the relief of need in vari-
ous ways, and the offerer and his household in
doing so0 eanm.

IV. The Trroing of the Tithes.

The Levites, who were (Jod’s beneficiaries,
in receiving the tithes for their support, were
also to recognize ITis favor, in themselves pay-
ing fithes, for we read:

“Then ye shall offer up an heave offering

of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the
tithe®’ (Num. 18: 26-28).

" XAnd the Levites shall bring up the tithe
«f the tithes unto_the house ol our iiod”

{ Neh. 10: 37-38), ‘
Thus the servanits of the Lord were to prac-
tice what they preached, and offer tithes as

they taught their brethren to deo.
V. The Extent of the Tithes.

““All the tithes of the land.

(1) Of the seed of the land,

{2) Of the frudt of the tree is the Lord’s,

{38) ¢ ‘The tithe of the herd.

{4) Of the fock’ (Lev. 27:30-32),

{5) The tithe of thy corn.

(6) Of thy wine. '

{7) Or of thine otl (Deut. 12:17, 14:22.
23; Neh. 13:5).

{8) The tithe of all things {2 Chron. 31:5).
(9) The tithes of holy things, consecrated
to the Lord’” (31:6). '
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Tender Grass g i

“He maketh me to lie down in pastuves of Tender Grass"
1I/11

Bis Will, Qura.

Trom the German.

Ohserve, my soul, thy blessed Lord:
Whither He beckons—Go.

Tloes He lead on? Then hasten forth:
Does he hold back? Stand thou.

When He commends thee, stoop thou low;
Whilst absent, in Him rest;

When' He chastises, then say thou—
“I need it, Lord, ’tig best.”

When He, His truth, in blessed grace,
Now here, now there displays,
Rejoiee in this, that others learn
His merey and His ways.

If He thy services demands,
Spring up with glad delight ;
Or, if He give thee nﬁ%&)?d,

Be still as in His sight.

In short, O Tord, with my whole heart,
From this day to the end,

In scorn, or want, or sorrow deep,
On Thee I_wonld attend!

* Money, Tts Uses and Hbuses,

{Continued) ,
VI. The EariNg of the Tithes,

¢ And thou shalt eaf before the Liord thy
God in the place which He shall choose to
place His namé there, the e ol Thy corn,
of thy wine, and of thine oil and the firstlings
of thy herds and of thy tflocks: that thou
mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God al-
ways” {Deut. 14:23).

Thus were the givers of the tithes to enjoy
a portion of what they devoted to the Lord’s
interests. ‘*Thou shalt rejoice thou and thy
household, and the Levite,’” beautifully ex-
pressing the fellowship between those who
give and those who receive, and both with the

VII. The ArrirmatioN of the Tithes. .

. “IWhen thou has made an end of tithing all
the tithes of thine inerease the fhird year, and

hast given it unto the Levite, ete, Thou shalt
say before the Lord thy God:

(1) “I have brought gway the Hallowed
things out of mine house.

(2) And also have given them unto the
Levite, ete.

{3} I have not transgressed Thy command-

ments.

(4) Neither have I forgotten them.

_ (5) I have not eafen thereof in my mourn-
ing.

(6) Neither have I faken away onght there-
of for any unclean wuse.

{7} Nor given ought thercof for the dead.

But I have hearkened to the voiee, and have
done according te all that Thou hast com-
manded me’ (Dent. 26: 13-14).

The first part of this ehapter sets forth
Israel’s worship as saying before the Lord:
‘A Syrian ready to perish was my father,”
and in presenting a basket of first fruifs, as
the pledge of tithing their increase later on.
The latter part of the chapter shows that
upon faithfnl distribution of the tithes, they
were to invoke the Divine blessing thus:
“Took down from Thy holy habitation, from
heaven, and bless Thy people Israel and the
land which Thon hast given us, ete.”” (15 v.}

Thus can all who faithfully devote their
substance to the Liord count on His present,
as well as future, reward. '

(1) This tithe or tenih, a decimal propor-

_tion. was a simple, practmable and recognized

division of measures in Israel, is plain from
the simple comment as to the omer of manna,
““Now an omer is the fenth part of an ephah’”
(¥Ex. 16:36).

But this being a recognized, every day faet,
it wonld seem to be only necessary to mention
the tenth in all cases following as an omer.
But instead of this, in the cases of the poor
man’s sin offering, the priest’s consecration
offering, the jealousy offering, and the daily
meat offering, we read: ““The tenth part of
an ephah™ (sec Lev. 5:11, 6: 20; Num 5:15,
28:5].

And that this same deelmal ratio of mea-
surements will be in vogue in the Millenial
day of the Kingdom, ig seen in Ezek 45: 10~
11).

“Ye ghall have just balances, and a just
ephah and a just bath, the ephah and the
path shall be of one measure, that the bath
may -contain the tenth part of an homer”’
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(2) Beside these mentions we have

The mEAVE-offering, as ‘‘a tenih part of the
tithe” (Num, 18:26).

(3) In the consecration of the priests, and
the atonement for the leper, we have also

““One tenth deal of fine flour’’ (Ex. 29:40,
Lev. 14:21).

{4) That Israel’s king, as reprcsenting Di-
vine authority over the people, would regard
this ratio as the fitting one for himself, we
read also,

“He will take the tenth of your seed, and
of your vineyards, and of your sheep’ (1
Sam. 8:15-17).

{5) God’s reserve, in the day of the ‘‘great
forsaking in the midst of the land’’ is marked
also by the same ratio, of ‘‘a remnant aceord-
ing to the election of grace.”

“But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall
return, ete.”’ (Is, 6:13).

(6) Further, that “proportionate giving’’
unto the Lord, is a prineiple as old as the
Book of God, and one outliving all dispensa-
tions, we have intimated in the Spirit’s word
as to Melchizedek, ““To whom also Abraham
gave a tenth part of all’”’ (I1eb. 7:2),

(7) Finally, that God will yet assert His
rights in judgment on this world, ere He
claims all the kingdoms for iz Son, may be
seen in relation to the aseension of His wit-
mnesses in Rev. 12, “*And the same hour was
there a great earthquake, and the fenth part
of the city fell, and of men seven thousand
and the remnant were affrighted, and gave
glory to the Glod of heaven,”’

It is easy to be seen, by this brief summary,
that of old God’s share was primarily a tenth,
to begin with, to be added to as the willing
heart prompted in its recognition of Jehovah’s
favors and claims. These found expression
in their free-will offerings, ohlations and vows
on the one side, and in poll-tax, first-fruits of
man and beast and all inerease, and sacrifices
for sins upon the other. Their obligations
were first to pay the half shekel atonement
money, their first-fruits, the tithes, and atone-
ment sacrifices. Their privileges, beyond this,
were to bring burnt and peace and meat offer-
ings, and as they did it eould be said of them:
“Happy art thon, O Tsrael.”” Shall we, who
have a higher portion, vet be found hehind
them in this practical matter ?

{1) Money, first for worsaIP,

The first mention of monev in the New
Testament is in connection with the worship

of our Lord Jesus by the wise men, who,
““when they had opened their treasures, pre-
sented unto Him gold and frankincense and
myrrh”’ (Matt. 2:11), This should at once
stamp for us plainly that in the proper use
of it, He should ‘‘have the pre-eminence.’’
He, as God, needed nothing, for ‘‘the silver
and the gold are His,”” but He became poor
in order to give His people the oppoertunity to
tell cut their hearts toward Him, by offering
Him the gifts of grateful love. Thus, He
charged His disciples, *“Lay up for yonrselves
treasures in heaven,’’ whieh must be in the
proper use of money and other earthly pos-
sessions for His work, Ho He also bade His
disciples: ““‘Seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness,”” which does not mean
simply attending to the soul’s salvation, in
the initial act of faith, but the devoting of
ourselves, and what we possess to IHis inter-
ests in the world, In illustration, He called
Matthew from ‘‘the receipt of eustom,’”’ the
counting of cash for the Romans, and he
promptly used his house and means for the
Lord, making ‘‘Him a great feast in his own
house.”’
{2) Money forbidden as A CONFIDENCE.

Among the charges which our Lord Jesus
gave the twelve, in sending them ont were:

1. ““Freely give.”’

2. “Provide neither gold, nor silver,
brass in your purses.’”’

The reason He gives is, not that they would
not need such, but that FIE would provide it
as they went, by the hands of His own, for
He said: ““The workman is worthy of his
meat’ (Matt. 10: 8-8, Mark 6: 7-9, Tiuke 9: 3),
ITe sent them out as Givers, with nothing in
their purses, and also as “‘sheep in the midst
of wolves,”” and without means of defence,
and yet they were always able to give, and
never suffered harm during this present mis-
sion among the eities of Israel.

Later on, when He is about to leave them,
e asked them if they lacked anything, and
they answered: ““Nothing.”” “‘But now,”” He
added, ‘‘he that hath a purse let him take it,
intimating that ‘‘the order of march” was
altered, for He was leaving them in a hostile
world, and e wonld have them realize the
import of it. This, on the one hand, did not
mean that they were now to rely on literal
purses, scrips and swords, but on their
Father’s love and care, to whom He had com- ,
mended them., When they answer IIim that

nor
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they have two swords, He says, “‘I! is
enongh ;' not that these are enough to arm
twelve men, but that they have missed His
meaning. (Comp. Matt. 9:9-11 with Lnke
29 35.36.)

(3) Money for MEETING OBLIGATIONS.

. Next is the piece of money, the didrachma

or stater, to pay the tribute for our Lord and
Peten  This, by our Lord’s guestioning of
Peter, plainly they as the children were
exempt from, but our Lord graciously met the
difficulty, in order not to put His disciple in
a bad light toward those who gathered the
temple tribute, as it was. ITow full of grace
are Iis words: ‘‘That take and give unto
them for Me and thee’ (Matt, 17:27).

{4} Money figure of MAN’S INDEBTEDNESS.

In the parable of the unmerciful servant
(Matt, 18:23-35), we see the great debt of
Israel to God in the 10,000 talents, and the
exceedingly less one of the Gentiles to them in
the 500 pence. Forgiven by God, govern-
mentally, in our Lord’s mission, their gunilt
is fixed upon them in the Holy Spirit’s mis-
sion, {Comp. 2 Cor. 5:19, Luke 23:34 and
Acts 7:51-60.)

(5) Money, in either LAW or GRACE.

The parable of the Laborers impresses the
faet that where we bargain for a penny, we
get what we bargain for, and need look for no
more, for that is lew, not grace. But those
who leave it to their Master’s grace, get more
than they ever expected and far more than
they deserve.

{6) Money-cEANGERs legitimate.

The purging of the temple of the money-
changers (Matt, 21:12, Jno. 2:14-17) is not
intended to show that the mere matter of it
was evil, for the law had provided for this
very thing, but rather that covetousness for-
gets all fitness of things, and changes prayer
to thievery in God’s own House (Deut.
14: 24, Matt, 22:15-22, Mark 12:13-17, Luke
20:19-26.)

(7) Money to recognize DEPUTED and SU-
PREME authority.

The Liord asking: ‘‘Shew me the tribute
money,”’ proves He was without a penny, and
also that their question was plain wickedness,
for if Caesar’s head was on the coin, it plainly
meant that his it was. They mildly ask: “‘Is
it lawful fo give tribute.”” He strongly an-
swers: ““‘Render,” or pay hoth fo Caesar and

God their own, and so they received more
teaching than they sought from Him.

(8) Money to be saNcTiFED (Matt. 23:16).

Our Lord’s question, ‘‘Whether is greater
the gold, or the temple that sanectifieth the
gold?’’ shews that what gives value to money
ig the use to which it is put. If gold is held
as a servant, to be used aright and for God,
well: if not it becomes the veriest tryant and
enslaves us.

(9) Money to he Usep not buried.

The Talents {Matt. 25: 14-30, Luke 19: 23).
Here, how plainly are we taught that as we
use aright what God entrusts us with, we re-
ceive more, as the reward of faith and ohedi-
ence, so the twe -and five talents are hoth
doubled by their use, but the one huried, while
not actually lost, is so to the man who did it.

{10) Money for Christ aNp the poor.

““This ointment might have been sold for
wuch and given to the poor.”” (Matt. 26:9,
Mark 14:5, John 12:5) This statement
shews, how in the very presence of our Lord,
who came to serve the poor, the flesh would
divert from Him what was rightly devoted
to Iis burying, and as He terms it, “‘a good
work,”” which ITe would not have condemned,
bt commended throughout the whole world.

(11} Money, the reward of the TRAITOR.

“They covenanted with him for 30 pieces
of silver. When he saw that he was
condemned, he repented himself and brought
again the 30 pieces of silver.”” (Matt, 26: 15,
27:3: Mark 14: 11, Luke 22:5.)

This mention of money is an awful one, and
vet how sadly illustrative of the choice of
many human hearts, who weight Christ up
against something or somebody elge. It may
not be gone about in the same eold-blooded,
heartless manner, but it is nevertheless true
that Christ is still bargained away for some-
thing of the world, which we cannot refain
when even in our hands, for “‘the world pass-
eth away and the lust thereof’ (1 Jno. 2:17).

(12) Money the reward of rying.

“They gave large money unto the soldiers”
(Matt., 28:12). To hush up the faets of our
T.ord’s Resurrection, the chief priests made a
heavy investment, and ‘‘the soldiers took the
money and did as they were taught.”’ How
often since alas, has wickedness been prae-
tised by priests whose ‘‘lips should keep
knowledge,”’ and soldiers with power in their
hands.
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{13) Money to be given WHOLE HEARTEDLY.

“Jesus sat over sgainst the treasury and
beheld how the people cast money into the
treasury, ete.”’ (Mark 12:41-44, Loke 21:
14). There were many who cast in much,
but there was hut one poor widow who ecast
in “‘all her living.’* In our Lord’s ecom-
mendation of her, He is not teaching that
we should give all our substance to His work,
but lays down the principle that what we
give that costs u$ self-denial is what Ie
values, and the faet that the widow had fwo
mites, and ecast in both, shews that she was
entirely devoted to Ilis interests, and He
would certainly look after hers, in turm.

{14) Money to be gained HONESTLY.

John's answer to the publicans and sol-
diers: ‘‘Exact no more than that which is
appointed you,’’ and ‘‘Be content with your
wages,”’ was a plain lesson on honesty and
content, and is muech needed still, far and
near, for few seem fo be strictly honest or
truly content.

(15) Money-debts illustrative of sixs.

““ A certain ereditor which had two debtors:
the one owed five hundred pence and the other
fifty’’ (Twke 7:41). This shews that sins are
regarded by God as a debt, and may he many
or fewer, hut must either be forgiven or else
punished, as all alike have “nofliriyg to pay”
with.

{16) Money, provizioN for daily need.

““And he took out fwo pence and guve them
to the host” (Lmke 10:35). The generons
Samaritan, not only met the wounded man’s
present need, but future also, shewing how
Divine grace charges itseif with all owr need
from first to last.

{17) Money, illustrative of SINNERS,

““What woman having ten pieces of silver,
if she lose one piece,’” ete. (Lmke 15:8). This
part of our Lord’s fhreefold parable {any
more than the rest) dees not put in contrast
sinners and saints, but repeéntant sipners and
unrepentant ones. The one sheep, one plece
of silver, and vounger son are each, in turn,
the repentant soul. The ninety and nine
sheep, the nine pieces of silver, and the elder
son also alike sheW the Pharisees “‘who mur-
mured at Him,’

(18) Moncy used for God is ours FOREVER

““Make to yourselves - fmends of the mam-
mon of unrighteousness that when ye fail,

they may receive you into everlasting habita-
tions”’ (Lmke 16:9-13). This strange par-
able of the unjust steward puzzles many, yet
thrs comment of our Lord upon it should

““turn on the light,”” which is this. This man
used his present means and position in view
of the future, and such was the wisdom which
his lord commended. For “‘wasting his mas-
ter’s goods,”” he was about to be turned out.
In his wise use (for himself) of them later
he expected to be received in by others. Our
Lord bids us act with the same foresight and
reward then will be granted us in the heaven-
1y habitations. ‘‘Use the present for the
future’ is its one loud voice to us.

. (;i 19) Money illustrative of our TrRUST from
od.

“He commanded His servants to be called
unto Him, to whom he had given the money,
ete.”’ (Luke 19:15).

This statement shews how in the day of the
ecoming Kingdom our Lord will reckon with
us in order to give rewards to all who have
traded for Him, because His grace has won
their hearts, but to consign to judgment those
whe both refused to trust Him, and to serve
ITim as well.

(20) Money insufficient for man’s grEAT
need, ,

“Two hundred penny worth of bread is not
sufficient that every one of them may take a
little™ (Fno., 6:7).

Philip's word of astonishment to our Lord,
about the immensity of the multitude’s need,
shews that he failed to realize that if the need
v'ag great, there was the Master, ‘“full of
grace and truth,’” and all need vanished in
ITis presence for the Seripture said: ‘““He
shall satisfy her poor with bread.”

{21) Money wWor an absolute necessity.

“T%ter sald, Silver and gold have I none”
{Acts 3:6).

Thig plainly proves that money is not the
prime consideration as to the work of God in
this world, for even the apostle, with the keys
of the Kmrrdom in hig hand, confésses the fact
of \'.vorldlv poverty. Ile gave what he had,
the power of the Name of Jesus, and it
wronght more for God, by far, than i he had
had att alms Tor the: 1ame man, who asked it
o‘r‘ him. : ‘

- " (To be continued)
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