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You used to call the one man system of mlmstry a
human invention-—a theory systematizing evil, spite of -
its fair show in the flesh; and you used to own that
liberty of ministry was God s system, in the abuse or
careless use of which by man many evil effects might
result, Which is worst, the deliberate sanction of 8ys- .
tematized evil by willing union- with it, or the unwilling
connection with accidental evil, through fajlure against
one’s own will? . Is it ‘better to bear before man the
shame of nakedness, and the reproach of the apostasy -
and ruin of the churches, or to daub with untempered
mortar, and bear an appearance before man which is not
true to the eyes of God ?

Did you come into your present position merely by
‘backing away from detailed evils; or as seeking to honour
the personal presence of God the Ho]y Ghost as Chnst 8
vicar on the earth ? : ,
' ‘Because you have not tongnes and mn‘acles, will you

~denygthat 1 Cor. xii and xiv contain'the principle
s principle) “for mmxstry-—the Holy Ghost's direc~
‘tions for mutual edification 7 " Will’ you set aside ‘the’
Holy Ghost's present directions in’ the assembly; under .
anotion of ordinary and extraordinary operations, and
Teave the saintd to the wretchedness of huiman Pprepara-
tions for ministry—for it really comes to that?~

‘Are ‘men to take the ‘rule’and’ ‘oversight, and stop
those whom you find'to be godly edifiers, on the plea that
preachers are God’s ordmance for the good of souls? "

‘Is * the ministry””: (of God's’ word by whomsoever
among you God’ may administer it) ‘to be - confourided
with ¢‘the ministry - or clergy—the"church, a set of
self-honourers who would make a class of these teachers,
calling them a divine institution ? ~Are Deacons synony-
mous with teachers, and-are the joints ard“bands to'be
shut.out from service in' the public meetings ? Was
Paul received at Jerusalem first as ‘an apostle, or as'a
brother ?  *

And now, withont meéaning to measure, much less to
conderon, any that may be among you, what are the’ pe--
culiarities of your position—TIittle as we may have met
the responsibility of them ?
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. humbled for them, and humbled for the murmuring’t
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" God’s:system of the church was not clearly seen at the'”
reformation. What was the movement in that day?.
It was the: result of the Holy Ghost's: tes‘umony to the
work of Christ as to‘atonement. - What is -the Divine:
movement peculiar to our days ? It is the result of the
Holy Ghost’s'testimony - (to: those who. know atonement
by Christ) to the person of Christ in the heavens, ‘and to
his'works there now, and when he comes again... The move-:
ment-in Luther’s: day included neither. all nor only-true-.
Christians ;-nor, alas ! does the movement in our day do so
any more. - But the personal presence. of .God the Holy
Ghost, who came down here as Christ’s: vicary: when.-he.
went up into heaven,—and the abiding of this Person (not
only Influence) forithe care of the household of faith—
together with his testimony as to what Christ is, and is
domg, and is about todo, for us; this, to those to whom
sovereign grace gives the knowledge of it, is a blessed,
but soleinn, responsibility. Men may murmur and rail
at our short-comings: we know them, and would b

yet much more humbled by reason of the blessedness of
the portion God has thus shown to us, The movement*
resulting from the fresh setting forth of this truth (as

to what Christ is, and is doing, and is about to do), by
the Holy, Ghost, is as* much Gods work, as was the

setting up-of justification by faith in Luther’s day ; and

he who !fights. against either, fights against God. I do

not say the results are to man of - equal moment in tlie

two cases. Pitifu) selﬁshness, however, is it to put Christ

out of the centre, and one’s self and tender feelings in

the centre, and then to measure things by their bearing

on that precious self of-one’s own.

Brethren, among you are many godly and grave ones,
who left. John-Street and Islington Chapel, &c., because
your stay there sanctioned evil—grieved the Hols y Ghost:
not ‘because of accidental evils, but because God the
Holy Ghost’s authority could not be owned by you there.
Is a Baptist system, or an Tndependent cause, less a sect
or system now than it. was seven years ago? Surely
time has made no change. A sect is'a sect, and heresy
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isheresy;- whether i fonnd at. Anhoch O London, or
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-+ Brethren :.Satan is at: WOrk’ trymg, here as elsewhere
‘to:find!entrance:for some shred:of : Romanism.;: And h@
is trying; too,: by all the trouble and sifting, to. dnve back‘
‘into-the-worlds:+: He .would :prefér : your:turning:back - to;
the ‘ecclesiastical world : :;but: ifs he:.cannot:do fhat, then:
‘10 the.~worldlinesgsc :-'domeshcxty -and:. ease; of .civenm.;
Rar Watcﬁtan ipray; flesteye fallin: fhe temptauoh




