
- . . RO* Grievcui it ±n that thooa who delight in tho Lord's lovo 
-Eo thr~i, cud all that Ho Afl to thora, and oho also dealre Hie glory and 
to bo found walking aoeording to His mind in brotherly lovo, upright-
noca and truth should yot be found Jto differ so greatly in judgment at 
•thio tima. " Having, however, this oormion ground of do sire for the 
Lord'a glory from love to His, way two net count on Hia to give that 
oneneeo ©f Judgaont prayod format Konnlngtonon Tuesday 6ot.l9thT ,-
I was- unable to stay long .there and also felt that not being a London 
Brother it might be better to bo sllont.>•••-\-'*;••''.'• --*;• .'';.'•'..'.'*'.''--''>~. ".?. 

V There are three pointa howcfver, which press en se in oonnootiwi 
*ith T.W'a reply and with what waa|said while I was at't^« meeting. 

(1) Aa to C . S . not having l > e e n p u t away. - v > ••'•";.-'..'/'• "'v' 

(2) As to his leaving" the Lord1 a Table at hia o*m Meeting, 
whioh T.W. 8aya is the only piaoeThe dould leave.it. - \: 

\ (5)*A8 to what T.V. refers "to in their letter as giving ui> what 
cod lias given to Hls.beloved^eal^ts^}v^^ ^:'<-\:^^.i,;^': ,!\~\ .-;. . ...-. 

;•. : Now as to the •first pbjiitit iaJ<n^te clear as they say in their 
letter to Aoton thathe was not put: away. ̂  But it is equally clear ?.". 
fromHhat letter and^tbdir^rjiA7'ast!^bAi6e^itat.-;they- have declared him 
out of fellowshipon "the 'ground'that"he had left the Lord's Table.&o, • 

This brings ua to the seoohd point ? to understand whioh, it' la v 
needful to take account of.1̂ 5W|.a;rAQtiona.,-:and̂ tho..oiroxc2Q8tanoea. which . 
..'led up' to" t h e m ^ ^ ^ n ^ ' ^ -'̂ V'-v-''-'.-';:,'; ' 'v : % "'• -
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'"''•'• ..'• --: By an'''Assemblyact Oat, l6th.i9©3Mr Strange1 a ministry was r3«-yv 
fused »n aooount of its "unscriptural and speculative character" and ' .-

-because of "the unhappy strife and contention it has caused" -this 4e~ . 
oision was necessary sesing that for long Mr.S.xrefused to listen to 

: t h e remonstrances of his brethren as to his ministry. :^: 

":" consequent on this Mr.S. deliberateiy'turned his back on the ' 
-Lord's Tablo at T.W. and went and ministered elsewhere, thus despising 
W t h e Assembly discipline, and what was infinitely worse slighting the 
.; blessed Lord in whose Name, as in the midst of the two or three gathered 
v round Him, the action was taken.':'£?-t How dear Brother^ I appeal to you • 
?! a e one leving our blessed Lord Jesus~-was not O.S'e course a diahonour 
v to Him even if we suppose for a moment that T I W a aot was a mistake? 
- ewe find from iCor.V. and iiCor.il/;that a saints local Assembly is tho 
; one responsible to reject or;to reoeive back such for Ood's glory. ' 

yor instance, suppose while i was away on * visit I was oonvieted of 
theft t would not the gathering there rightly refer the matter baok to . 
•ay meeting hereto p ^ x ^ awayt >:i^i^^>^v^''4''':^"'' ••.%? • :li) ":':> 

: ; J.H.B.' w r i t e ^ " ^ had been î ut outV or. -^ 
who had deliberately separated themsepives f>omh*-<3ould! have been reeeivei." 
here. . They would have separated from the unity of the body there", .- ^ 
Letters Vol.ii.p.252.The underlining is mine a« it so clearly bears 
on the present case of deliberately avoiding^his owxv.meeting. .' 

• . . ' • : ' - : ? ' - •.-.; v.:' ...: 'V;A'-1""^";'V':=":f-'^V'''V't:r-' :V ••.-•"..'. *V ' 

-;•..• After a long period Mr S. did. go- back GfA broke breaA pn 
July.30th /05, but was told afterwards that thoy could have no fellow­
ship with him in the breaking of bread. After a further long period 
vizi-till 7eb.l7th/07. during whioh he acted as before, he returned. 
:©n this oooasion a brother spoke before breaking of bread of Mr s's ways , 
and said they could have no fellowship with him in the breaking of bread: 
2 or 3 more confirmed what laid been said while 1 or 2 objected. «RB**Cf ' 
As a result Mr 8. sat baok. : . Thus the Assembly as a whole refused him 

'^. 

iiCor.il/


fellowship on account of his long absenoe -and thus slighting their dis­
cipline in the Lord's Homo &o. ''Those who objected I understood" took-

, broad, thus outwardly at any rate, bowing to the Assembly's act though 
differing in Judgment from it.' * 

• Of oourse a ministering brother may be long absent from hia 
^EftnlS^fSiB6 £Ai- &§in& right between him and it. without any question 
beinL ralsea?; but where such absence is deliberate and consequent or 
discipline exorcised as regards,him, the matter i© very different and 

, it seems O.s. distinctly separated from the Assembly at T.ff,,': flcparuted' 
from the unity of the body in practice, even though he broke bread at'/ 
the Lord's Table elsewhor*. vr/Brothers at.T.W. wrote me as regards' 

'-'.this, "We do not say that he has not broken bread at the Lord's Table 
elsewhere since he left here, but we do say it was not in the unity of ' 
the Spirit." m this connection it might be well to notice as a <"< 
-brother pointed out to me some time ago,apart from any connection with 
T.W., that in Acts ii.42. fellowship and breaking bread are mentioned " 
separately, thus while both should go together, we alas,, find some are 
breaking bread of whom we #ould 'hardly say they were in fellowship. v 

This would markedly be /$he case with Mr.S. who being refu^J. •'-
fellowship at his own meeting yet.broke ;.bread .at., others. ,. .'. •.•':'. .'./, 4 

Questioned as to why they did not give definite notice of their" 
aot of 17/2/07 they replied, "We have sought to avoid conflict with 
other Assemblies respecting Mr.S. and have raised no question, as he was 
upheld and Justified by brethren who had lnfluenoe amongst the saints 
and whom we had esteemed, and we also felt the circumstances called/for 
•patience and forbearance, and waiting upon God that saints might be 
. ©xeroised." Personally,-I. think such notice ought to have been given 
jTtmt one ©an but see from the above quotation tbe. effect on'T.I. of the ' 
/practical refusal of their <i90£.,aot'aand notice, for which are not we ^brethren generally greatly, to .•.blfflne?._,.-̂:;;:;r ;,•.••• •;*-;:• / * 
^ Lastly as to the giving up spoken of in T.W'e letter to London 
•brethren, is it not made clear towards the close of the letter that they 
prefer to the proposal to reconsider, and thus set aside their Assembly, : 
•action and to again go into Mr.S'e rase with Brethren elsewhere. 
*l How this tome is the point—the most weighty thing in the ' 
-whole oorreBpondenoe. For Brothers from T.W. and Brothers from else­
where , in whom both parties should have confidence, to settle this ques­
tion Is truly a giving up of the sufficiency of the Lord in the midst 
'Of the 2 or 3 in all their weakness and failure, and substituting for 
"Him Brothers in whom both parties have confidence. I notice the Lon­
don letter suggests this not because scripture points out such a oourse, 
but as "being in our opinion the only way of settling peacefully a 
natter which has brought sorrow and estrangement amongst us". 

' ' ; ' • • • • " • • ' - • • • • • • • • • • • - ' ' ' • • ' - ' . . ' • ' 

Looked at thus, beloved brother, I am confident that you as ;.': 
• much as any «f us would shrink fr®m such a thing so expressive of lack,;. 
of confidence in "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and.today and for •' 

i ever" as wholly sufficient for us in days of utter ruin as in the ,• ••'••• 
brightest daye of the Church's histmry. » May we eling to Eim. Mav 
'we count on Him, and thus accepting T.W's acts as done in His Naiuo, xot-K-
to Him ¥ho walks amidst the golden candlesticks with- eyes as a flame ...••: 
of fire and feet like unto fine brass, to Himself deal with what has - J 
not bean aocording to His mind at T.ff! At the same time let those .-• 
who see the need «f it remonstrate with the assembly at T.UT. in all . -
brotherly love and faithfulness and leave it for the Holy Spirit to . 
press it home to their hearts and oonsolenoes. 

^^'-//'•^with love in the L»rd, • 

Affectionately yours In Eim, )..- \S} 
(Signed) T7.H.S.F«sbc»ry. 

vi^-till Feb.17th /07, during which he acted as ^ r e a d ^ / S r ^ r v n y , 
In this occasion a brother spoke beforeJjeaking of bread of ur b 0 r 
and said they oould have no fellowsMp w i ^ him In the breaking 
H r 5 more confirmed what laid been said w h i l e 1 ^ V S h S S S rifuura fcta 
Is a result Mr 8. sat baok.-.%v^Thue the Assembly as a wnoio *< 


