
Copy of a Let ter Addressed by Miss Ivy F r o s t to Bre thren Meeting at Turner Street 

and Elsewhere in Bi rmingham Date:- January 1961 

I am writ ing this le t te r after months of prayerfu l cons idera t ion , h e a r t - s e a r c h i n g , 
and waiting on the Lord , and feel that I can no longer continue in a s y s t e m led by a 
man whose ins t ruc t ions va ry with such frequency, causing confusion and d ismay 
amongst the b r e t h r e n , making m a t t e r s t e s t s of fellowship which a r e not in the 
S c r i p t u r e s . 

Looking for the frui ts of the Spir i t : - "Love, joy , p e a c e , longsuffering, 
k indness , goodness , s e l f - con t ro l " (Gal. 5-22) , as a r e su l t of what is cons idered 
fur ther l ight , I see around only menta l c rue l ty , d i scour t e sy , h a r s h n e s s , s l a n d e r , 
i m m o r a l i t y , rel igious fana t ic i sm and pe r secu t ion , the c ha r a c t e r i s t i c s of the P h a r i s e e , 
inci tement of ha t red of p a r e n t s , the breakup of the family uni t , h o m e s , and f r iend
ships in the Lord . When I s e a r c h the Scr ip tures for the fea tures of Chr i s t and His 
t each ing , I find none of these th ings . With the g race of God I s eek , in my l imited 
way, to keep my eye on the Lord , and follow in His footsteps as laid down plainly in 
the S c r i p t u r e s , which never fail - for He is the Word, and He changes not. I seek 
no other l e a d e r . He never misquoted or manipulated the Sc r ip tu r e . It was Satan who 
did tha t . 

F o r many yea r s I have been profoundly dis turbed by the way many of the 
Exclusive Bre th ren have spoken of other Chris t ians in a deroga tory way, implying 
that they a r e los t , and that we a r e the ONLY people - the others counting for nothing 
in God's sight as they s e e m to in o u r s . It is my considered opinion that the p r e sen t 
d is integrat ion of the Exclusive Bre th ren is a d i rec t r e su l t of t h i s . If this at t i tude 
of profess ing Chr i s t i an people , who glibly speak of bro ther ly love, causes me 
d i s t r e s s , what mus t it be to the h e a r t of God, to whom al l His sons a r e equally p r e c 
ious ? I feel that God, in a n g e r , is breaking us up because of t h i s , and will continue 
to do s o , sca t te r ing us abroad to shew us that there a r e others serv ing Him m o r e 
faithfully, using to the full the talents commit ted to t hem, and shepherding the sheep 
and l a m b s , and feeding t h e m , according to His reques t (John XXI: 16-17), not 
sca t t e r ing and ravaging them. 

l a m appalled by the inhumanity, s e l f i shness , s e l f - r i gh t eousnes s , and apathy 
amongst us ; a disinclination to get down to th ings , to examine where we have gone 
wrong and d isp leased God. Those who confess to having had a m e s s a g e f rom the Lord , 
a r e b rushed as ide and ignored , while we wait for ins t ruct ions f rom New York, or told 
it is of the Devil , ins tead of their being l is tened to and the posit ion examined. It 
might be another case of the "s t i l l sma l l vo ice" . l a m reminded of what was said of 
John the Bapt i s t , - "he hath a devi l" . 

I cannot feel that in these las t days the salvation of s inners is standing s t i l l , 
or d e c r e a s i n g . But where is it taking p l ace? And it is - but cer ta in ly not amongst 
us - and why not? '.."he day of g race has not ceased , and the Lord died to this end. 
It would appear that through our fai lure and incompetence He has conferred this 
pr ivi lege of seeking and saving the lost on o t h e r s . /

/ 

Thinking back over the y e a r s , one r ea l i zes that for a very long t i m e , b ro the r s 
have not been free to a sk quest ions of a na ture which would r e su l t in the building up 
of a healthy sp i r i tua l const i tut ion. The lack of this has been manifes t . Some I have 
asked why they have not challenged cer ta in r e m a r k s have repl ied that they da re notl , 
or that it would not do! These b ro the r s have been in bondage - in fear of each other -
not of the Lord , and because of this have been forced to vecome "Yes Men" , al l 
saying the s ame th ings , not daring to cut a c r o s s anything set out in the min i s t ry of 
one self-appointed l e a d e r , whose opinion now changes under the name of c la r i f i ca 
t ion, according to the degree of havoc he finds his min i s t ry is causing. 



Y e s , I think, as is sa id , we a r e being sifted, refined and purif ied for the 
Rap tu re , but su re ly the Lord is doing this by calling us out of the Romish sys t em 
which has evolved amongst us under the name of Exclusive B r e t h r e n i s m . The fruits 
of this sy s t em I see in the production of a sp i r i t which has recent ly manifested its e 17 
amongst us in those who have shut their doors against the chi ldren of a godly man , 
saying the i r father is unholy. They would do well to take account of the Lord 's own 
evaluation of such:- "Those who shal l offend one of these li t t le ones who believe 
in Me ", e t c . (Matt. V: 5-6) . 
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On many occasions recent ly I have been a r r e s t e d by the Lord 's specific 
command - "Love thy neighbour as thyself", and have felt how li t t le room the c u r r e n t 
m i n i s t r y allows for the p r a c t i c e of this , and how lamentably we fail in fulfilling His 
r eques t and command. (Matt. V: 43). 

I am encouraged to find that the re a r e many others a l l over the count ry , of 
much g r e a t e r sp i r i tua l s t a tu re than myself , who have s imi l a r exe rc i se s to m i n e , but 
have not dared to voice t hem. I believe some 2,000 have come out, and I wish to 
identify myself with them and not with Mr . J im Taylor . Are the b r e t h r e n aware that 
we a r e not known as Chr is t ians by other b r e t h r e n , but as "Taylor i tes "? 

I love my b r e t h r e n and shal l continue to do s o , but I do not love some of the i r 
a c t i o n s , and so long as they accept unquestioningly this iniquitous s y s t e m establ ished 
a m o n g s t u s I can ' t continue to walk with them. In its features it savours too much of 
the Church of Rome , with its confess ions , authori ta t ive m i n i s t r y r i tual ,new dogmas , 
compu l s ions , e t c . , and complete isolation from al l other c h r i s t i a n s . What is m o r e , 
by remain ing in fellowship with those support ing i t , I sit in judgment on those who 
have been excommunicated and deba r r ed f rom r e m e m b e r i n g the Lord in the breaking 
of b r e a d , for reasons not supported by Sc r ip tu re , It makes me feel a hypocr i t e . 

I a m sat isf ied that the s tep I a m taking is with the Lord ' s approva l , as I 
have p rayed much about this and fervently sought His guidance, asking Him to r emove 
the d e s i r e in my hea r t to r ema in in fellowship for the sake of fr iends I should lose by 
wi thdrawal ; a r ea son which I know is holding many. He has shown me that it is 
wrong and has removed this sense of pu l l , showing me too that I mus t come out to 
H i m , knowing not where I should go , but t rus t ing Him for fur ther guidance. 

I a m adamant in my decis ion , and therefore vis i t s f rom b ro the r s or s i s t e r s 
would avai l nothing, as I do not wish my emotions to be played upon, thus spoiling 
the i m p r e s s i o n I have rece ived f rom the Lord as to what I should do. My decis ion is 
u n a l t e r a b l e . 

To leave the b re th ren is not an easy s tep after yea r s of c lose a s soc ia t ion , but 
it has had to be a choice between them and the Lord. I thank them for a l l the i r love 
and kindness in the p a s t , pa r t i cu la r ly at t imes when I have been i l l . It is my affection 
for t hem and my des i r e not to be seve red f rom them, which has made m e slow to move 
in r e s p o n s e to the Lord ' s ca l l . 

Your affectionate s i s t e r in the Lord Jesus Chr i s t . 

(signed) 

The above le t te r was r ead out at the City reading on 11/1/1961 One p r e s e n t 
sa id that it put a l l the b ro the r s into a s i lence of deep s h a m e , and it was a long t ime 
b e f o r e this s i lence was b roken . Eventually one b r o t h e r , Mr . Waterfa l l , sa id that 
some things in the le t te r were wrong , but s e v e r a l o thers immedia te ly dec la red that 
i t was too t rue t One b ro ther actual ly got up and defended the wr i t e r of the l e t t e r . 


