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(ConT) Chathan,Ont: July 14793,

"Dear Tro/

Thankg or yours % onclngureo whicl. L saw bHeronre,also tie ori-
cipal ol o gncond oint circular, & otlaer lethory;also a statoenent,
from tie "eeting you witldrew Lrom, Ho doubt it waa 2 nistake to ro-
#d calve *tla irdonondent nraouaci.cr; hut could tidis mistake un-clurcl. tle
rathering, % wtan Aid tle meeting cease to e on true cround? 1% is
clear tla*t urtil ar assemvly ol Gord has scrinturally relfused rellowship
with a meetirg, 2Tin. 11,19 (this 1s tle only Bcrioture you ¢ive or your
sten) carrot annly, Their rejectinn of a remonstrance IrTon an assennly
to clear tiemgelvres Crom evil evidences that the Lord lLas rennved tie
cardlesticl (Reov.ii.5);and 1t woull tlen e iniquity Lo romaln with
therm., Tubt a1l tils 13 o tlLe nature of discinline,and must e done Ly
tlat, wlhicl carries wit]l ity Judcments His authority nr tlhe cliurcl. as a .
whola, individuals car act Cor tlenselvos only,and 1ir they leuve o fa-
tierire while it 19 owned elsasulere,tl.ey are outside,nnl Lo ovil lerlt
irside. Sumnnge, for instance, that arter tleir witidrawal, renonstrance
from an assanbly lad 4o gatleoring to clear itsell: clearly thon tlosc
who witidrew rould need vestaration. 5o Inng as a gatlering 1s owmed &
mist, stand ir tie Lord’s nwae arainst ti.o evil, nrotesting for consci-
ence sale,anl contending Uor tle raitl, counting umon Clrist (Jude 3, 4).
An assambly is to »urce out tie old leaven, put away Llo wicked nerson
(1Cor.. ); &, 1 am not to purfe mrvsell out of an assenbly ol God.

Facts of a case are of local resrnonsiiility, hut tlie divine nrinciples
governing tle case are unlversal,ard to Ho pregserd;and 1 welieve tlosc
rerarred o irn mr letter to You are annlicable Lo Lhe case,and sihould
havre governad., Observe,you cive but tle ono 3crinture,and tlis cleurly
does rot amnly: ard is it not a2 st solenn stepn witlout clear and no-
sitive Scrinture?— egnecially when you judgse and un-cliurch an assembly
ovmnerd LY yourseli un to thoe moment ynu left 1tl How could sucl. autl.orl-
ty he assimed Dy individuals? To admit suchk a nrincinle 1is to abandon
Church dAiscinline,and shinwreck tle assembly upon the rocks or cleri-
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Your circular givas rn just or suffio%ent grounds {nr tiis grave stepn.
The fatlering 1s not crarpced with bavinf,,up divine ground,but of re-
celving a man 1nose in Lis viewrs,esneciully upon baptism! 3Surely tlis
is inadequate. And as a fact,iis recontion 4id not nut tiem into fel-
1owshin with his work in Texas, but.oroughi Lhim, personally, into fellow-
shin witlk us,ard gubisct tg discinline;so tlat,il necessary,lLe could be
gilenced Hy rebuke (1Tim.v.20; Titus 1.11-13);0or it a*“wvicked porson”,
put away, for tie TLnrd ig“in the midst”(Matt.xviil.) Baptism has no-
tline to do witl fellowshin at the Lorl’s table,tlko’ it is a matter of
order 1in receiving;and leuvine the assendly on the ground of a“mew test” .
as to bantism,as a letter stated,is weakness in the extreme,and cannot
be Justilfied. 1t 1s bhantist groun&tpot chiurcl: — a new sect and order .
of Pantists admitting pouring and snrinkling as well,as lmaersion. Tids
ig serious. .

1t 18 Pot a question ol coing“n witl, a4 Toose brotler onenly ard rul-
1y endorsed” or“ritl a fornicator”,as vou say,but of standing and main-
taining the £rutl in the Lori’s nune ot Corsuking tlc assembly;or,if ¢,
the lattar,oi nutting away. No doubt W.is‘G strict independent vaptist
ard 1nose withal?” Hut 1s this Iniquity? ot

From vour letter it seems ilo meetin Lavo,cone with W.after all; nor
with tle Neutrals,as was verore statad;but 10 they Co witl. Raven areyouw
frea rom 4t} a rasnAnsibility ol allowing those whom the Lowl Layg fati.-



2Tin.ii.19
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1@“13 alsn clear %o mo tlat your beginnine to break bread wwitl.outl the
Tellowshin of a recormnizad Jsseno1v is unscrintural.3ee Acts 11,42, el
Towshin nrecaies tfhe breaking of Drsad which is indord tlie practicad
eynrassion ol churcl-communion (1C0P.“.) and i bHefun witi.out follow-
shin (wlich is a nutual tlirg) it is, in nrincinle, irdedendency. ThLe

L Lord?s tabhie is snread only in the unity“nr_:L_“cLurch,anl si.arelore 1t

cannot, be snroad without “Lo allnwshin ol a recornized ussenuly -—Twrce
esnecially 1n sucl casns, In order tlat thie Lord?:s rame,and Lo truti A
may h2 puarded, Brotihars,many or vew as sucl., cannot, autlorize tlis any
more tian e¥clude 7om tla Table. Saints may £o out, hut tlo assoendly ¥
tas 4o saryi™o tleir Toturnintlerwise corvorufe resnonsibility ard Als-
cinlire are civer vn,and e are unon lonse crosundy, of a4 neonting i“
ormel arter it Las arun, it is uninn ol mMeetings,ard not clurcl. unitr.
50 are rou rot askins us o abandon divine g?oun1 and cormit oprucl es
Lo wiat Irvelves tlae dogt™uction of *le cornarate testinsny ol Clrist?
Ara wn nnt erntitied tn Serinture autrority Tor what rou have dnra?
Permiit e ho gurgest ror your considaration wletler ou shculd not

retrace your gtans, Perhang
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~:© neeting will own tle mistiake in receiv-
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‘ 1ng W vf however Lhe meefing has acuually gone witl R. you
having a9ased bneakine bread, sabiafy the assembiy could, having
.4« COaserd bhreaking bread, datiszy the assenbly elsewnere of tlie
"fact,and owning¢ your orror in leaving the Lord’s table, and
;'beginninﬂ a table as yau, did, 7 do not see wLY you could not ¥
“'pbe autkorized to begin in fe’lowship with tlose truly gatler-
" ed in the unity of thLe Church. However humbling it may Dbe to
.\ own our mistakes we should never congent to the settinc asid®
v of divine pvinciples. God will certainly resent suqh ogi o
(Gal.vi.7). e e TR
=Please W?l el again and vetuvn tho erclnsure N e #_‘ﬁ
B T YO‘(H.‘S in the Lord Lo

aigned) €¥¢u¢$ W.U.Gardiner.

,_4# ulb

b -

»‘ :, 3v JW\J

Car*.(lrla" :

3 n\

Chathan Onf

8ay wyy, waq not, 1eav1ng an asaenuly as 1t wns judPed by the three as» i
-semblles gathered unto the name of the Lord,”&c. HNow,these “tlLree ag-
isemblies” were not an asgenbly of Goa Laving authority to act in disci-
“ “pline, hut merely a confarence of brethren, witlhout such autLority. Thefe
- wWas not. therefnre assembly action in what was done at the meetimg; dbut
.- their decislon, ynu Aissented from. Se T dont see the ground of yourfhug
contention thaf “1t was Judged, ” unless in the assumption that the se-'
;ceders wore the assenbly! It Wiy clearly was a difference in Judcment e
but should you not have howed to ynur brethren? Sce 1Pet. 5/5. "A" local u
sgembly only,when assembled as such to the name of Christ, has ‘authori-?
>ty to act in discinline (Matt.xviii;1Cor. v.) The assembly effected must
fant Par & rlaar 1+a2alT az tn the case of an individual when he ‘hag¥:i#¥s
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~“,fa11'3‘1(1J0hn 1.) A cnéfeﬁenca may consider & advise,but the mattor""'ﬁ
yhatever 1t.1s must beJudged by. ‘a} recognizod asnenbly (Acts 'XV.') ; ﬂgﬁﬁv
! The gathering at M. t,mf received W. was competent,& responsible for. s
1ts action which 4if wrong,it should have been requested toﬂcorrecthu
: you do-notcharge Llat, Y. 1a- a“wztcxeex nerson,” FrIg0 T Eascoiild Snotube; pu
'away fo*wlooseneaq mersely. But Lo ‘had -been “veceived into Iellowship‘
.where he could Hivdé begy discip 'ined if. found necessary. (Titus b :311)
o ,How could you say thera was “in quitV" at ‘M.until evil was’ prove lobe
’?ﬁm» there, and “Judrment, of it ‘refused? Haﬁ{bould M.be un~churched “put, by‘a**'
"recognized assonbly of God which alone has authority to nronounce ths‘y}
sLord’s Judgment,and that arfter their remonstrance to clear away the e-":
¥ v11 tad heen rerused. But is thls not a very different thinc.from a few.
brothers attemnting tn cut off three assemblies becuuse one of’ tbeu:had
raceived a loose brother? So that as before 3¢id ZTin ii. 19 has: novap- -
plication to this case. .- . i L PR 2
.. Whatever thosc you 1oft mav rave sincn dore tla fact ‘remains thai,you
- left thde Lord’s table;and if they have gone with R.1t is Just as ne--
7 cegsary that vou should give up your 1ndenendont posi*ion 1f ou,would )
ﬁfbe restored throuch a gathering elsewhers, R J&agé
~ -+ in the cony of your 1lst letter,¥ynu state that the cathorlnc “at M. has
~owned 1t was wrong in recelving W Does this not show that had you Sﬁs
stood ynur ground, you might have saved them all? LT -
2= 10 you are‘willing +0 confess evorything that is contrarv to~thevnﬁﬁ”
’;surely you will nnt heglitate to do 80 for leavindGod’s assembly,and .
. 8etting up-an independent table. 1 . | irmge-is-T - ““‘»“~~”?;'<";ﬁm¢9, g
.-The hrothers here do not hold tb@msclves committed to your meeting. - ..
““through vour letter of commendatisnn. They were irnorant of thoe state of
“things, & could net sanction the secession,nor the indeperndont tablo. .77
- In conc1u51on + do hopne that you may be led to retraco your steps. i
. o e Youvs in thn Lord L
4 a%;.i§~=,.'*»'" . {Sicnead} W.E.Gardiner. R
"+ Mr C.Morris, ) - T e 1
Tnoxville, Ternn. )
-
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(Cony) Chatham Ont: Oct. 2/93.
Dear EBro/ v :
Thanks for your letter. ¢t cives me an onnortur *v t.o
state that your conclusion tlat Chatham was satisfiedl about tho meothx;
~at X.from their having received a letter of commendation from you,as .
you stated in your letter to a brother in Toronto,is not correct.. The
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names were on t,Le 115t, am af‘ow ot.hors had gono with tl.e Ygu<L
-L¥&T4 Noutrals; but he could give no ‘\u't,hor particulars., But
when we loarned the state of things thore,we felt that we had A
unwittifly countenanced what we cnnsider to Lo a. serious TR
‘br'each in the unity of the Spiri The ovplan’xtions of Mr y
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'T""_‘.’:’:, *’on ‘what, Mr M, .n'uo‘; you {Iissented fron t,Ie TS TONE whaE

f,,com erence ol bretlren at K.,and your company assumne to bhe tahG assambl,,»
“there; and. ynu state that the otlbers lseft:but surely you have no ground
2Lon. K,t.his statement. They issued a not,ice that you Y¢7f had left,and.i;
P _yﬂw%mf‘ﬂﬁ’ﬂ?voﬁnf'”“‘r““h m“ﬁﬁmrendé'éom ims “what -t,hey c}aim.? 'ﬁ; :

Zaét, in bis wav chuf'ch ground "md Df‘inc:m‘! e‘s ara glv'en up. ‘But I ven- ,;e;ﬂg{
‘tura to Lone *haf you may bo led to reconsider the matter, and YouYUrs mitzg:
*’{rp Lrace your' st.ens atber than risk wlat: may’ ’oo rory sorious for t,I.e ”i%"ias

,..01110. b,e suf‘f‘ir‘lent. in tk 1& caso, dnd thLat 3,ou woulrl not. xorce‘*’

DL 81~ wvend mmd 4 am A OI\A nn‘i‘nn-ln1aa wa Aum f‘mm@%& ER% A
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