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December, 1953
To OUR READERS,

With this issue of WORDS OF HELP we again would
render thanks to the LorD for thus enabling us to complete
another year in this branch of His happy service. St.
Paul’s words, “ Having therefore obtained help of Gob I
continue unto this day,” awakens a sincere echo in our
hearts as we write, and the more so as the years pass.

Our readers at home and abroad still send encouraging
letters, with assurances that WORDS OF HELP continues
to live up to its title. Very gratefully we make our acknow-
ledgments to those who give valued help by their contribu-
tions to our pages, as also to those who reprove, rebuke and
exhort us from time to time.

To our Printer and Publisher for their very practical
assistance in the production and circulation of the Magazine
many thanks.

The prayers of our Christian readers are still needed
and valued by your friend

THE EDITOR.
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WORDS OF HELP

from the
SCRIPTURE OF TRUTH

Three Days’ Journey into the
Wilderness
(Exodus-viii. 27)
By Tue Epitor

.WHEN the Pharaoh, the oppressor of Israel and type of
that one whom our Lorp called the Prince of this world,
‘acting under pressure of the plagues of Egypt, grudgingly gave
a reluctant consent to Moses” appeal, saying, “Go ye, sacrifice
to the Lorp in the land,” the immediate reply was, “We will
go three days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice unto
the Lorp our Gob, as He shall command us.” These words
had originally formed part of the Divine commission given
Moses at Horeb, and it was clearly impossible to agree to
Pharaoh’s command as Egypt's oppression was now daily
becoming unbearable to the people of Gob, who were there-
fore in no condition to act as worshippers.

In this reply of Moses two foundation principles are plainly
given, separation from Egypt and obedience to the word of
Gop. They then, and Christian believers now, must enjoy
liberty if they are to function as His people. Three days’
journey into the wilderness for Israel then would effect a final
separation from “the land of Egypt, the house of bondage.”
They were to be separated trom the death doom in Egypt by
the blood of the Paschal lamb; they were to be separated from
the power of Pharaoh by Gop’s power at the Red Sea. On
the turther shore of this they would then sing the song of
redemption, being a people now at liberty to sacrifice unto the
Lorp their Gop as He should command.

The worshippers and servants of the true Gop must be a
redeemed people brought completely “out of the land of Egypt,
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out of the house of bondage,” so with Christian believers now.

In one aspect this typically illustrates St. Paul's words to the
Galatian Churches, “Our Loro Jesus CHrisT, Who gave Him-
self for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present
evil world according to the will of Gop our Fataer. But Gop
forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lorp Jesus
Carist, by Whom the world s crucified unto me, and I unto
the world” (Gal. i. 4; vi. 14).

The world to-day, like the Egypt of the days of Moses,
attempts to alleviate the slavery and doom of sin by its amuse-
ments, attractions, occupations, politics, and even allows also
a veneer of religion, and this not necessarily Christian, as
Islam and Buddhism are equally respectable in the eyes of the
man of the world. The real believer (as distinguished from
a merely professed conventional one) is separated from it all
by the death and resurrection of CHrist, typified in the story
in Exodus.

St. Paul in the Roman Epistle traces what answers for the
believer to the three days’ journey in the wilderness. Having
shown that the Jew with afl his national and religious advan-
tages was really no better than the pagan Gentile, he sums up
the situation by declaring “all the world guilty before Gop”
as “all have sinned.” Then follows an announcement of
deliverance from the guilt, burden and inevitable doom of sin.
“Through the redemption that is in CHrisT JEsus . . . through
faith in His blood.” This answers to the typical Passover
lamb, and so is followed in the next chapter by what the Red
Sea typifies and really meant for Israel, namely, complete
deliverance from Pharaoh’s oppression by the mighty power
of Gop. Hence we now read of believing on “Him that raised
up Jesus our Lorp from the dead.” Note the part played in
the witness of the early Church—]JEsus and the Resurrection,
on account of its importance.

These great chapters (Romans iii.-viii.) reveal that by the
righteousriess of Gop through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus our sinful conduct is condemned, Gop’s holy law com-
pletely vindicated, the believer acquitted. The all-important
‘word “justified” occurs in chapter v., and teaches that this is,
by Gop’s grace, through CHrisT's blood, and on the principle
of faith in “Him Who raised Curist from the dead.” Now
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follow in quick succession the stages on the spiritual journey
equivalent to Israel’s three daﬁs’ g’)ourney in the wilderness (in
chapters v, vi,, vii,, viii.), which abundantly repay study.

The Christian believer’s progress through the experiences
of these chapters where by faith our baptism teaches us that
we died with CHrisT; were buried with Him; raised up with
Him; and are now alive to Gop to walk in newness of life.
No condemnation; the Spirir of life in Curist JESus; walking
not after the flesh but after the Spirit; all being the charac-
teristics of this new life, through three days’ journey into the
wilderness in entire separation from the antitypical Egypt.

The Grace of God and its Bestowments

« RACE” is one of those great Bible word-windows that

allows the light and warmth of the Divine nature to
stream to us sinful men and women. It is a song in a word;
a strain of heavenly music.

As it occurs in the New Testament the word “grace” bears
a variety of meanings, but the basic thought is always that of
some good thing from Gob that is bestowed upon unworthy
recipients. It may refer to a special gift, or a special privilege,
or the Divine cnabling operating in the child of Gop. All the
bestowments of grace are included in our salvation, as that
term is used in its fullest sense.

Centrally, grace is Gop’s love in action towards, upon, and
within us unworthy ones. It is the initiative of Divine love;
Gop’s great movement towards man’s salvation. It is the
ministry of Divine love in quest of the unlovely. “Ye know
the grace of our Lorp Jesus CHrist, that though He was rich
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His
poverty might be rich.” Grace is the mighty love of Gop
stooping to bestow mercy and blessing upon us undeserving
sinners.

Well would it be if every preacher of the Gospel were as
impressed with the meaning of Divine grace as was D. L.
Moody. It is said that he became so deeply influenced by
his study of the theme that hurrying out into the street he
stopped the first man he met and asked him, “Do you know
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grace?” “Grace who?” was the astonished reply. “The grace
of Gop that brings salvation to all men,” replied the fervent
evangelist.

As Ephesians i. indicates, the Church is the field for the
highest exercise of the Divine love and power. And each
believer is a living monument of the grace of Gob.

GRACE IS ESSENTIALLY DIVINE

Grace distinguishes Christianity from all human religions.
No human religion could have invented it, for it is foreign to
fallen human nature. The gods of heathen mythology were
simply big men, with men’s passions and vices as well as
qualities. The human heart unaided cannot rise higher than
itself. The deities of ancient Greece and Rome were but
glorified projections of men’s thoughis and imaginations, and
these, we know, are contrary to Gob’s thoughts.

An English lady missionary in India was telling the poer,
benighted Hindoo women of the love of Gob in giving CHRisT
to die for us sinners. Presently one of the women interrupted
her: “I don’t call that love,” she said. “What do you mean?”
enquired the missionary. “Well,” replied the woman, “I love
my children, and I would not give one up for my dearest
friend. But you have been telling us that Gop gave up His
only Son to die for His enemies. I don’t call that love. You
must find a bigger word than love for a deed like that.” “Gop
commendeth (gives the most attractive and impressive proof
of) His love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
CugrisT died for us.”

Grace is always the source of man’s salvation, in whatever
age he may live. The procuring cause, on the Divine side,
is always the atoning sacrifice of CurisT. And response of
mind and heart and will to the Divine truth brought to bear
on the soul is always that which actually obtains the blessing.

HOW GRACE FORGIVES

“He hath not dealt with us after our sins,” is the language
of the Old Testament saint. We Christian believers, with our
fuller knowledge of the grace of Gob, are able to testify, “In
Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

Grace forgives righteously. The Cross solves the stupen-
dous problem, “How can a just Gop forgive sin?” Gob cannot



5

be merciful at the expense of His justice. The infinitely holy
One cannot excuse sin. The penalty of His broken law must
be paid. His justice required a penalty; His love provided the
payment of that ﬁena tf'. In the Ferson of CHrist Gop
gathered up unto Himself the guilt of mankind, and by His
own sacrifice satisfied the demands of His own righteousness,
thus providing a basis upon which He could justly gardon us
sinners. “Gop was in CHRIsT, reconciling the world to Him-
self.” And so Gob is “just, and the Justifier of him who believes
in Jesus,” for “grace reigns through righteousness.”

Grace forgives fully. All our sins were future when our
adorable Substitute made Himself responsible for them; and
now there is no condemnation for us who, in Gop’s grace, are
in Curist. “I have no accounts to settle,” said a dyin:
believer; I owe nothing to man, and Jesus paid all my debts
to Gop.”

Grace forgives gladly. Of that we are assured in the stories
of the lost sheep, the lost piece of silver, and the lost son, as
recorded in the 15th of Luke. And many another passage
tells us of the joy brought to the heart of Gop when estranged
sinners come back home to Him.

And grace forgives freely. The Christian reader may
exclaim, “Of course it is freely, or it would not be grace at alll”
Yes, but those who are strangers to the grace of Gop do not
find it easy to see that all self-merit must be excluded in the
matter of their salvation. The Cross destroys all trust in
outward privileges, ceremonies and self-righteousness for
acceptance with Gob, and easts us upon Divine grace for sal-
vation. There is nothing meritorious in turning to Gop in
penitent faith and in receiving the free gift of eternal life.
John Wesley had been a clergyman of the Church of England
for several years before he was willing and able to say, “T felt
that I trusted Curist and CHrist only for salvation”; and then
he was able te add, “and an assurance was given me that He
had taken away all my sins, even mine.” After abandoning
all trust in a correct creed, an upright and disciplined life,
religious duties conscientiously performed, he learnt to rejoice
in that scheme of salvation that brings Gop all the glory while
it brings the believing sinner all the blessing.
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GRACE AND THE CHRISTIAN

Our hearts have from time to time been subdued under a
sense of our sinfulness, our unworthiness, our unprofitableness,
our helplessness; and then melted and enlarged under a sense
of the grace of Gop. We live daily upon His bounty. We are
dependent upon His grace for every good thing that comes
to us. We should receive all our blessings as gifts of His
grace: our Saviour Curist; the Hory Seirir; the Bible; our
own salvation; our preservation; our Christian work; the kind-
nesses of Christians—all these good things are gifts from Him,
bestowments of His grace.

Grace has made us a “titled” people. As members of the
Body of CHrisT we are entitled to go to Him, and, using “holy
argument,” plead, “Lorp, I am a member in Thy Body; give
me of the grace that resides in Thee for my use”; or, “Lorp,
I am a branch in Thee, the Vine; give me of Thy strength,
that I may fulfil Thine own purposes, and bring forth fruit to
Thy praise.” '

very victory over sin is the bestowment of Gop’s grace. He
is able to keep us from falling. He is able to make all grace
abound towards us. It is He Who gives the victory. We
should lay the emphasis upon the energies of His will that
wills our sanctification.

Gob is ea%cr to pour the blessings of His grace into and
through our lives, that they may be victorious, pro}glressive and
fruitful. But the activites of His grace may be hindered by
ignorance of His truth and of His mind; by an unyzelded will;
by lack of prayer. We have to co-operate with His activities,
for He has not made us robots, and will not treat us as such.
Every spiritual grace, cvery urge after the things of Gop, all
power over sin and temptation, all effectiveness in service, is a
gift of Gop’s grace; we must trust Him for all. . The measure
of His activities in and through us is decided by the measure
in which we co-operate with Him by habitually refusing sin-
and self-will, by praying, obeying and trusting—all in the
energy of the HoLy SpiriT.

Grace has saved us, is saving us, and will continue to save
us until there is nothing to save us from. But even then the
treasures of His grace will not be exhausted.. For “in the ages
to come” Gob will “show the exceeding riches of His grace in
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His kindness towards us through Curist JEsus.” His interest
of love in cach of the redeemed will never cease. Our spirits
will ever be enlarging to know Him better and to love him
more. The grace of Gop not only has provided salvation for
us undeserving sinners, but secures every blessing in this life,
and will be the never-failing source of bliss throughout the
endless ages to come.

And now let us read over again the Epistle to the Ephesians,
with its wonderful unfolding of the grace of Gop and its
bestowments.

E. Apawms.

Joshua the Servant

(Exodus xxxiii. 11)

JOSHUA was in no hurry to get out of the Lorp’s presence
in the tabernacle “outside the camp.” One cannot be thus
in the presence of Gop without learning something of Gonb.
Joshua at least learnt that His delight was in His people, and
on that ground, and not on the ground of their own behaviour,
He would bring them into their promised possessions, and
neither the giants, the sons of Anak, nor walled and fenced
cities, could stand against them. When the ten spies dis-
heartened the people, as recorded in Numbers xv. 8, it was
Joshua who said, “If the Lorp delight in us, then He will brin
us into the land and give it to us: a land which floweth wit
milk and honey.”

What lesson may we learn from this? We might learn
much from the tabernacle “outside the camp” and our going
out to it; but the thought for the moment is more the lesson
to be learnt from Joshua abiding in the presence of the Lorp.
It is there we shall learn the heart of the Lorp and His pur-
poses of grace.

In the incidents encircling our verse we find Moses in the
activities of his service: and very essential activities too, no
doubt.  We do not, however, find him complaining about
Joshua remaining in the tabernacle and leaving him to serve
alone.
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The Lorp Jesus, in St. Luke x., does not tell Martha that
her much serving was in itself wrong——she was doubtless doing
much good. She was obsessed with her activities, and it made
her a complainer; and the Lorp graciously points out that
Mary had chosen that good part in sitting at His feet and
hearing His words. In thus abiding in His presence and
learning of Him, yea, in getting to know Him, she alone it was, .
at the appointed time — neither too early nor, as the other
women, too late — could bring her pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly. and anoint the feet of JEsus, and the
house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Would that we were more zealous in our service; there is
need of it; but it should be a service flowing from our having
tarried in His presence, where we shall have learnt more and
more of His heart. What a blessed thing it is that we have
the sanctuary of His presence to which to repair in days such
as these. We need not, really, look out upon the world; but if
we look at that that professes the Name of the Lorp we see a
scene of even worse wickedness (because of having received
more light) than that seen in the camp of Isracl. Good it is
that there are zealous servants who are active in such a scene;
but surely the “good part” is to be, like Joshua, abiding in the
I)resence of the Lorp and learning of Him; and then, as He
eads, be used to fulfil the service He appoints for us.

H. SamBRrook.

Some Threshing-Floors in Scripture

HERE are four agricultural processes connected with corn
Ik referred to in Scripture—sowing, reaping, threshing and
winpowing. Sowing is a subject often spoken of among
Christian workers. The only sowing that really counts is the
sowing of the good seed—the word of Gop. This is done, as
regards the Gospel, by the “evangelists” and those doing
evangelistic work, but 1t is also done by the “teachers” who
teach the word of Gob to believers. The actual sower does not
always “reap” or see the fruit of his labour, which may become
apparent during the work of a subsequent servant of Gop.
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Thus the Lorp said, “One soweth, and another reapeth”
(John iv. 37). When this is the case sower and reaper can
rejoice together that Gop has given the increase (cf. 1 Cor.
ii. 6).

Splak'mg generally, conversions may be regarded as reaping
the results of the sowing of the good seed on some previous
occasion, often by an entirely different servant of Gop,
especially in this and similar countries where Gospelﬁpreaching
indoors and out-of-doors is so frequent. The full effect of the
sowing of the word—the full harvest—will only be known
when the “dead in CHrist shall rise first, then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the cloud to meet the Lorp in the air.”

This will also be true of the sowing of the word by the
“teacher” when speaking, as led by the HovLy SpiriT, to those
who are already believers in the Lorp Jesus. Writing as a
believer to fellow-believers, do we not often have to own, to
our shame, that the word brought to our attention by servants
of the Lorp is snatched away by the wicked one or choked
by the care of this world, or in some other way rendered
unfruitful? Let us take warning from the parable of the
sower.

Threshing is a needful process in order that the corn may
be separated from the straw and chaff. Scripture uses corn
(or wheat) and chaff in contrast in two ways. First, they are
used in both Old and New Testaments of human beings.
Man placed in responsibility by Gop has failed throughout
the ages, and although puffed up with Kpride will be smitten
by CHrist when He comes into His Kingdom. “Then the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the gold, broken to
pieces together,” shall become “like the chaff of the summer
threshing-floor” (Dan, ii. 35). The figure is also used in con-
nection with the chastisement of Israel by Syria (see 2 Kings
xiil. 7, and Amos i. 3).

From such Scri?tures as the latter it is clearly appropriate
to regard times of special persecution as threshing-times. It
is then that those who are only Profcssors recant and the true
believers in Gop are made manifest. History since the Cross
has given many instances of threshing of this nature. Various
forms of adverse circumstances are also permitted by the Lorp
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in a threshing way in order to reveal those who are truly His
and distinguish them from those who are Christians only in
name—such as times of business depression, epidemics,
famines, etc. There are one or two solemn illustrations of
threshing in the New Testament which might be mentioned.
The Lorp’s teaching in John vi. that He was the true bread
from heaven, with all its implication that He must die and
that life could only be obtained by appropriating His death to
oneself, had the threshing effect that thenceforth many of His
disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.

Again, at the Passover before He suffered, His word search-
ing the conscience resulted in Judas immediately going out
into the night. There are two illustrations in 1 Cor. xi. that
call for serious consideration. Divisions (sects, schisms) have
occurred among believers, through the wilfulness of man, but
they have been permitted by the Lorp “that they which are
approved may be made manifest among you“ (v. 19). What
exercise of heart this Scripture would awaken in us that, far
from being indifferent about these divisions, we should cast
ourselves on the Lorp for His guidance, that we ourselves may
not be sectarian but may be numbered among the approved
in His sight. We also read (v. 30) of many being weak and
sickly, and many sleeping, because of the irreverent and
unseemly way in which they had responded to the Lorp’s
words, “This do in remembrance of Me.” How solemn a
threshing!

Secongly, the idea of threshing (though perhaps not the
actual word) is found in Scripture in connection with the
separation of truth from error; for instance, “he that hath
My word, let him speak My word faithfully. What is the
chaff to the wheat? saith the Lorp” (Jer. xxiii. 28). The
Lorp also said, “Take heed what ye hear” (Mk. iv. 24); and
“Take heed lest any man deceive you” (Mk. xiii. 5). Such
Scriptures imply the threshing of what we hear. The thresh-
ing instrument to apply in this way is “to the law and the
testimony: if they speak not according to this word it is
because there is no light in them” (Is. viii. 20). Having now
the full word of Gop we are able to thresh what we hear, in
subjection to the HoLy SpiriT, dwelling in us, Who “will guide
you into all truth” (John xvi. 13). ‘



There is a third application. The Old Testament passages
in which threshing-floors are named seem to relate to the
distinction between actions and character Pleasing to Gop and
those which are not. There are four distinct threshing-floors
named in the Old Testament which the writer understands
to convey such lessons (to these we refer in our next issue).

J- C. KeLL.
(To be continued, D.V.)

The Goodness of the Lord in the
Land of the Living

(Psalm xxuvii. 13)

HE goodness of the Lorp is a remarkable expression, and

surely contains volumes for meditation; the Psalms, as
-well as Lge whole volume of Scripture, are full of it; but how
little it is known and realised, even by those who have the
greatest opportunity of contemplating it. The man whose
heart Gop had looked upon, and whom He had chosen to be
king over His people, upon whom the Spirrr of the Lorp came
after he had been anointed, soliloquises in Psalm xvi. 2: that
his goodness extends not to Gop, his Lorp, but to the saints in
the earth, and to the excellent in whom he was delighted. Itis
the St of Curist in the Psalms that draws the attention of
all who have ears to hear in general, and the godly remnant
of Israel in particular, to the goodness of the Lorp, without
which there could be no blessing for anyone in the land of the
living. This is expressed plainly by David when he exclaimed
by inspiration: “Unless I had believed to see the goodness of
the Lorp in the land of the living.”

The circumstances through which he was called to pass
showed him plainly the desperate and overwhelming con-
dition of everything under the sun from a divine standpoint,
and the insignificance of man in the midst of it all. What
prospect is there for man apart from the goodness of the
Lorp? He has been an utter failure in the very purpose for
which he was created, and his failure made it necessary for
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Gob to manifest Himself as a man in the midst of men, to
show what He intended man to be, and to accomplish His
ﬁurposes in man. The ManN Crrist Jesus has vindicated the

onour and glory of Gob in everything that man failed in, and
Gop has set Him, His only begotten Son, at His own right
hand in glory, in a Manhood which is the expression of what
He Himself 1s, and which will never be given up.

The whole body of the Psalms is an unfolding of this good-
ness, and though the incidents referred to apply to the man
chosen by the Spirit of Gop to record them, they find their
full signigcance in the One Whom David called his Lorp, and
Whom Gob has set at His right hand, till all His enemies are
made His footstool.

The goodness of the Lorp in the land of the living, as
unfolded in the Psalms, will be a source of blessing and
comfort to the remnant of Israel in the time which is specially
mentioned in Scripture as their great tribulation.

The believer of the present dispensation can find blessing
and encouragement from all that is unfolded of the character
of Gob, and if he is confidenty resting on what Gop has for
him in the person of His only begotten Son, he can enjoy
contemplating what the purposes of Gop are for the nauon
of Israel now scattered and peeled to the ends of the earth,
when, like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, they are cast
into the burning fiery furnace, to emerge without even the
smell of fire upon them, but with all bands that bound them
consumed. Tl?ney will have the comfort and consolation of the
Son of Gop in the midst of it all. Have not you and I, fellow-
believer, this comfort and consolation now?

: G. S. PurNELL.
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Gaius—Diotrephes—Demetrius
(3 John)
By TuE Eprror

HESE three names in John’s third epistle help to shed

light on the conditions prevailing in the early Church in
the days of the last of the Apostles. This short letter is full of
interest and importance also for our own times, the three
characters bearing these names having their modern counter-
parts in ever{' Christian community.

The Apostle says, “I had many things to write, but I will not
with ink and pen write unto thee; but I trust I shall shortly see
thee, and we shall speak face to face.” Other things of varying
degrees of interest and importance to his correspondent were
in John's mind of which no record was made. But the HoLy
SeiriT foreseeing the need, led the aged Apostle to set down in
order some very important principles of permanent value for
the church.

Gaius, or Caius, to whom it is addressed, possessed a very
common Roman name, mentioned in four distinct cases in the
New Testament of early disciples, all well known in their day.
One of this name was a convert of St. Paul who baptized him
at Corinth (1 Cor. i. 14); one is mentioned as being St. Paul’s
travelling companion (Acts xix. 29); another (if not the same)
occurs in Acts xx. 4. One, however, whose character most
nearly approximates to that in this epistle is referred to by the
Apostle Paul (Romans xvi. 23) as “Gaius mine host, and of the
whole church.” Thorough-going hospitality and the means
to permit its exercise mark both. It is also significant that a
very early tradition (for what this is worth) identified Gaius of
Corinth with the Gaius of St. John's third epistle, affirming
him to have been John’s secretary and then the Bishop of
Pergamos.

In any case the Gaius here saluted so cordially by the
Apostle is a lovable character, one who was “given to hospi-
tality, a lover of good men.” It is tor this he is commended,
“the well beloved Gaius whom I love in the truth,” and for
whose temporal and spiritual prosperity the Apostle expressed
his desire “that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as
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thy soul prospereth.” Gaius is a Christian believer who will
neither be flattered nor frightened out of what is due to Curist
and the truth. So he is here given all encouragement to hold
on his course of fellowship with the truth and with others who
are being hardly used for their devotion to it. He is heartily
commended by the Apostle for his courage and good spirit,
and urged to continue whatever opposition may be raised.
The keyword of this epistle is “receive”.

St. John shows that the spring and motive of all true service,
whether on the part of those to whom Gaius has been showing
hospitality, or on his own part in extending it, is “for the sake
of the Name.” It was this which inspired these servants of
Carist in their preaching and teaching missions. “The church
in those days had not yet assumed the title to interfere with
the rights of its HEan. The free action of the HoLy SeirrT
which the Apostles upheld in the earliest days was honoured
still,” and it was this which caused Gaius to become a fellow-
helper to the truth by his hearty hospitality in spite of a
frowning Diotrephes in the church. The Name of Him Whom
they served, and the truth about Him which they brought
were sufficient credentials in St. John’s eyes to warrant full
and hearty hospitality being shown to such. “For the sake of
the Name they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles,”
these home and foreign labourers in the primitive days of the
early church. There are such to-day, and He in Whose Name
they go takes account of the reception such receive. Gaius was
walking in the truth (v. 3).

The hospitality and support, says the Apostle, is to be “after
a godly sort,” or more exactly “worthily of Gop” (R.V.). Here
is the test and pattern set before Gaius and all others who care
for “the sake of the NaMe.” How then does Gon dispense His
hospitality, His support, His fellowship? He giveth liberally,
He loveth a cheerful giver. And one otherwise unrecorded
sentence of our Lorp cherished by the Apostle of the Gentiles,
runs “Remember the words of the Lorp Jesus, how He said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to reccive.””

So here St. John enforces the duty, responsibility and obliga-
tion, saying: “We ought therefore to receive such, that we
might be fellow-helpers to the truth” (v. 8). “Fellow-helpers to”
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is equivalent here to “fellow-workers with for the sakc of the
Name.” This is what specially endeared these travelling
labourers to the Apostle, and what drew the heart of Gaius to
minister so generously to their needs as occasion offered.

Of course Gaius had difficulties to contend with, for
Diotrephes, filled with self-importance, carried his opf)osition
to the extreme of forbidding this showing of hospitality and
kindly fellowship. The tribe of Diotrephes is not extinct. With
a gracious warning against him and his influence St. John bids
the beloved Gaius to “follow not that which is evil, but which
is good,” reminding him that “he that doeth good is of Gob:
but he that doeth evil hath not scen Gop.” How the beloved
Apostle breathes the sgirit of his MasTER as he concludes his
short letter with threefold greetings! Peace be to thee. Our
friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name. Folk like to
be remembered—they did then, they do now. Greet the
friends by name.

(To be continued, D.V.)

_——————

Some Threshing-Floors in Scripture
(continued from page 11)
1: THE THRESHING-FLOOR OF ATAD

T this threshing-floor Joseph and his house, and his

brethren, and his father’s housc, accompanied by a great
ecompany of Egyptians, mourned for Jacob seven days (Gen. L
1-18). Jacob himself is an example of a man of faith who
nevertheless for almost all his lifc was not emancipated from
himself. He could not resist planning and scheming, and
over and over again was a victim of his own plans. The
contrast with Joseph is remarkable. Joseph left himself in
Gon’s hands, doing right without regard to the circumstances
at the time, or the consequences that might follow. Jacob, at
the age of 130, had apparently been threshing his life’s history,
for he confessed to Pharaoh that the days of the years of his
life had been few and evil (Gen. xlvii. g). Joseph’s life on the
contrary ended in years of triumph.
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A parallel to Joseph to-day would be a believer in the Lorp
Jesus who, having trusted in Him as his Saviour, has learnt
the truth of Rom. vi. 4, that (just as Joseph had been into and
out of the pit and the prison) he has been buried with CHrist
into death, that like as CHRIST was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the FATHER, he also should walk in newness of
life. He has learnt that his old man has been crucified with
CurisT, that the body of sin might be destroyed (made of none
effect), that henceforth he should not serve sin. This is indeed
a drastic threshing of all that I am as a sinner! In me, that is
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing—no wheat. “That which
is born of the flesh, is flesh” (John iii. 6). So we thank Gop
from the depths of our hearts that we are born again, “born
from above,” “born of Gop.” We can regard Jacob, on the
other hand, as corresponding with one who believes in the
Lorp Jesus CHrisT as his Saviour but is engaged in a constant
struggle against circumstances, struggling by his own efforts to
subdue the evil activities of the flesh like the man in Romans
vii., who has not yet applied to himself the truth of Romans vi.
and cannot therefore confidently say Romans vii. 25. So seven
days of mourning at the threshing-floor of Atad marks the end
of Jacob’s life of struggle. Nevertheless this threshing-floor—
beautiful type—was after all in the land of promise, beyond
Jordan, the other side of death, for Jacob was a saved soul.

The threshing-floor of Atad seems to be associated with the
separation that occurs at the death of one who has faith in
Gop betwcen all that has been mere human effort—worthless
chaff—and what has been truly of faith. Believers in the Lorp
Jesus Curist have however the HoLy GrosT dwelling in them
and ought to anticipate the threshing-floor of Atad, as it were.
The exercises of heart, produced by the Word of Gop applied
by the HoLy SpiriT, lead us reckon ourselves dead unto sin but
alive unto Gop through Jesus CurisT our Lorp (Rom vi. 1),
and therefore to yield ourselves to Gop as those that are alive
from the dead, and our members as instruments of righteous-
ness unto Gob (v. 13). Has the reader yet been at the thresh-
ing-floor of Atad?
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~ 2: Tne THrREsHING-FLoOR oF CHIDON

In this incident, detailed in 1 Chron. xiii., the actions of a
man of faith dealing with holy matters are sul:llected to
threshing by Gop Himself. David had the altogether right
idea of bringing the ark of Gob to Jerusalem, but he ignored
the instructions that none but the Levites should bear the ark,
and he put it in a new cart just like the Philistines had done
earlier (1 Sam. vi. 1). The oxen drawing the cart shook the
ark (or stumbled) and Uzza took hold of the ark, with the
result that Gop smote him and he died. David was displeased
and afraid, but he learnt his lesson.

The ark is well known to be a type of the Person of CHrist.
In its structure it represented both His Deity and His human-
ity, enshrining Him too as the Bread of Life, the Priest, and the
Word of Gob, the One through whom Gob could righteously
show mercy in virtue of the sprinkled blood. We find in this
type that tKreshing is applied to the way in which a Christian
deals in thought or word or action with holy things and, in
particular, wii the Person of the Lorp Jesus Curist. Directly
we deFart from Scripture we become, consciously or uncon-
sciously, imitators of the way unbelievers act in regard to His
Person, or the way they speak about Him. Any presumption
in regard to His Person or work will be manifested by
threshing at the hand of the Lorp.

As many readers of this magazine are aware, there have
been many divisions among Christians who profess to have
separated from all humanly devised religious organizations.
Such divisions can almost invariably be traced to the applica-
tion of human reason, often seeming irresistibly logical, to the
Person or the work of the Lorp Jesus Curist. In refuting the
attacks made in this way, faithful and well-meaning men have
been betrayed in their zeal into using equally human reason-
ing, thus themselves unconsciously imitating Uzza’s attempt
to protect the ark. The resultant divisions have been per-
mitted by the Lorp “that they which arc approved may be
made manifest among you” as cited earlier from 1 Cor. x1. 19,
but we shall not be approved unless we learn the lesson David
learnt. In 1 Chron. xv. 2, we find David stating “None ought
to carry the ark of Gob but the Levites; for them hath the



18

Lorb chosen to carry the ark of Gop, and 10 minister unto Him
for ever.” A statement of the mind of Gob revealed in the
Scriptures is the right way to confess wrong and to refute it
The Word of Gob in its purity and simplicity gives us all the
instruction that is necessary in the things of Gob, including
everything touching the Person of the BLEsseD Lorp. Let us
beware of attempting to oppose attacks on His Person and
work by human reasoning. If we do so, though we may be
doctrinally right on the point in dispute, we shall not have His
approval. .

The general principle in the New Testament which we may
associate with the threshing-floor of Chidon is, it is suggested,
“If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged,”
and a specific example (referring to the LorD’s Supper) is “let
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and
drink of that cup” (sec 1 Cor. xi. 28, 31 and context), but the
lessons to be drawn from the incident are of very wide applica-
tion.

3: THE THRESIING-FLOOR OF ARAUNAH (ORNAN.)

The accounts of the incidents connected with this threshing-
floor arc found in 2 Sam. xxiv. and 1 Chron. xxi. The com-
ment of Joab when David ordered him to organize the census
of the nation, and the confession of David twice, “I have
sinned,” made it plain that the object of numbering the
people was not that the Lorp might be glorified but with a
view to David’s own glory. If we examine ourselves must we
not own that over and over again we seek glory for ourselves
and not for the Lorp? As examples, if the Lorp blesses the
work in our Sunday Schools or gospel services why do we
count up the number attending, or the number of conversions?
On the other hand if we see little or no results, why do we pray
so earnestly thar we may do so? Gobp grant that we can
honestly say that no desire for our own glory enters into these
and similar things.

Again, David was taught the lesson that the nation of which
he was the Lorp’s anointed King, whether many or few, was
his responsibility, and in seeking his own glory he had involved
the people in judgment. So, in confessing his sin, he reverts in
thought to his humblec calling as a shepherd boy before he was
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anointed as King, and pleads with Gop for “these sheep”.
Further he thinks of them not as his subjects but as “Thy
people” (1 Chron. xxi. 17).

We thus learn from this threshing-floor that the motive must
not be our own glory but the glory of the Lorp; that when we
sin all the Lorp’s people suffer; that whatever the Lorp
entrusts to us brings its responsibilities; and that our fellow-
believers are to be regarded as the Lord’s people.

Ornan himself is also a remarkable contrast with David. He
was a Jebusite (this is recorded six times), one of the descen-
dants of a heathen, conquered subject race, whereas David was
the Lorp’s anointed, King of all Israel. Yet Ornan not only
owned a threshing-floor but was actually threshing wheat at
the time David was sent by the angel of the Lorp through the
ﬁrophet Gad, to Ornan’s floor (1 Chron. xxxi. 20). If David

ad been occupied with the good seed of the Word of Gop or
had subjected his proposal to “threshing” he would not have
fallen into this sin. This perhaps explains why we read in
2 Samuel xxiv. 23, “All these things did Araunah, as ¢ King,
give unto David: the King.”

David having learnt these lessons responds prompily to the
call of the Lorp through Gad to set up an altar at the thresh-
ing-floor. He offers up burnt offerings and peace offerings and
calls upon the Name of the Lorb.

This threshing-floor is identified by 2 Chron. iii. 1 with
Mount Moriah (where Abraham offered up Isaac) and with the
site on which the temple was built—the centre of worship for
the nation of Israel, to be sanctified by the evident Presence of
the Lorp (see Gen. xxii. and 2 Chron. v. 14). The offering of
Isaac is a very well-known type (or “foreshadowing”) of the
death and resurrcction of the Son of Gob, and conveys the
parallel lesson of substitution in that Abraham offered the ram
in the stead of his son. The temple in Jerusalem has its
counterpart since the descent of the HoLy Guosr at the feast of
Pentecost following the death, burial, resurrection and ascen-
sion of the Lorp Jesus CHrisT. The SpiriT of Gop through
the Apostle Paul says to the saints at Corinth, and “to all that
in every place call on the Name of Jesus ChrisT our Lorp,”
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of Gop and that the
Seirit of Gop dwelleth in you?” But just as the threshing-floor
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of Ornan forms an essential link between Mount Moriah and
the temple site so the lessons to be learnt from it have their
place in order that believers in the atoning work of CHmist
can enjoy the privilege of worship in the House of Gop as they
should.

Let us then frequemly visit the threshing -floor of Araunah
(Ornan) subjecting the motives of our actions to scrutmhn the
light of the %crlptures

(To be continued, D.V )

Our Stewardship of Divine Truth

VERY Christian believer is a “steward of the manifold
grace of Gob,” is entrusted with the management of what
CHrist has committed to him, and is responsible to use his
gifts for the glory of the Lorp, his own spiritual and moral
progress, and the good of others. The recipients of Divine
race should not recoil from the thought of duty. The New
%’estdment holds in perfect balance the doctrinal and the
experimental, Divine sovereignity and human responsibility,
Gop’s grace and our obligations.

Gop 1s the Source of all truth, for He is Light, and all truth
finds its perfect expression in CHRIST. As pro%essed disciples of
Him Who is “The Truth,” it is for us to love the truth
everywhere, and to remember that the Spirit of Truth will
not bless untruth, even if spoken in the interests of the Gospel.

But in this paper we are chiefly concerned with Divine truth,

he “truth ofP the Gospel” (Gal. ii. 5, 14), the doctrines and
prmc1ples of Christianity, which have been committed to every
believer. The non-Palestine Jews who had obeyed the Gospel
are reminded (1 Peter i. 23) that they had been “born again

. by the Word of Gop,” that is, by the “Word of Truth”
(James i. 18). Paul thanks Gop that some in the metropolis of
the ancient world had exchanged the tyranny of dictator Sin
for the liberating sway of the Lorp when they obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered” to them
(Rom. vi. 17). And we, too, who have obtained the new life
in CHrisT through the application of the same Divine message
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by the HoLy Spirit, have a fourfold obligation towards Scrip-
ture truth: to receive it, to conserve it, to apply it rightly, and
10 announce it.

We are to “receive with meekness the engrafted Word”
(James i. 21). We may connect a certain person with our con-
version, and say, “So-and-So led me to CHrisT,” although what
he did was to put the finishing touch to a work in which several
persons had a share, for, as a rule, while one may reap, many
sow. But in a deeper sense, it was the fruth that led us to
CHrisT, the truth that we were sinners in need of the SavIour,
that He died for just such peoplc as we, and that He was
waiting for us to come to Him.

We are to continue to receive “the engrafted Word, which
is able to save our souls.” Our salvation includes seeking and
finding precious Divine truth, and making it our own. But the
quest i1s not easy. If it were, it would not be good for us. The
inner toil and “exercise” involved develop our truest character
and help on our salvation. It is what costs that becomes
precious to us.

Careful and painstaking search is helpful, but real openness
of soul before the Lorp and prayerful meditation are vital, and
are our best commentary on the Scriptures. By meditating
we give the Lorp an opportunity to impress His truth upon
our waiting spirits, and we know something of the meaning
of the words, “We have an unction from the Holy One.” Mary
of Bethany is not commended for sitting still, but for
receiving the MasTER’s Word; her spirit was in a condition of
active rcceptivity. It is a difficult attitude to maintain in our
machine-ridden age of row and rush. But without meditation
our spiritual life is bound to become stale and weary, and our
words and actions become formal and tradition-bound.

Texts may “lie bedridden in the dormitory of the soul.” We
do not receive the truth in power if our minds have just
received the mould in which it is brought to us. Truth must
be assimilated, not swallowed in tabloid form. It is possible to
be familiar with the contents and sentences of Scripture and
to receive and repeat the formulz and phraseology current in
our circle, and yet to know little of the power of the truth in
our lives.

We are to “hold fast the faithful Word” (Tit. i. g). Every
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regencrate person has within him the Gob-given assurance
that the Christian message and the Bible that contains it are
utterly reliable, trustworthy. The Scriptures speak to him with
the voice of Gop. He does not accept the Bible as the Word
of Gop merely on the testimony of any man, or church, or
council; the Bible has the intrinsic power to convince him of
its Divine character. He knows by his Gobp-given intuitions
that it is true and Divinely authorirtative.

In a sense Christianity is intolerant. It must be, for it is
Gop’s best. “Le mieux est 'ennemi du bien.” Philosophy and
ethics are useless as a rope of sand to bind the “strong man”
or to strangle sin. It is the New Testament Gospel, and this
alone, that is the remedy for man’s sin and need, as 1900 years
of experience have abundantly proved. This is the “doctrine
which is according to godliness.” These are facts which only a
hopelessly distorted mind or corrupt heart would attempt to
disprove.

The Bible is the Book of the CHrist. The Christ of the
Bible is the CurisT of personal experience to every converted
soul. Personal experience of the saving power of the Curist
of the Bible has been known by multitudes all down the cen-
turies and throughout the world, and constitutes the inner,
spiritual history of the true Church. The unique Book, the
unique Person, the unique doctrine, and the accumulated
witness of the experience of regencrate men and women are
all vitally connected. These “many infallible proofs” are the
mighty voice of age-long and world-wide testimony against
which the much advertised “assured results of modern scholar-
ship” are as the jaunty twittering of sparrows on the housetop.

We are 1o guard the precious truth entrusted to us (2 Tim. i.
14; 1 Tim. vi. 20; 2 Thess. ii. 15). This obligation was more
deeply felt by those 1o whom the “mysteries of Gop” were
newly revealed. We have nineteen centuries of Christianity
behind us. But each generation of Christians must learn the
truth for themseives, and treasure it as a sacred deposit. We
have to fight to maintain faith, for there resides in us still the
“evil heart of unbelief” that departs from the living Gop. If
the soul is in a healthy spiritual condition it will not easily
become a prey to the error germs that pervade the modern
mental atmosphere.
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The church in busy, rationalistic Corinth is encouraged to
“stand fast in the faith.” The Thessalonians are to stand their
ground and maintain a firm grip on the teachings of the
apostles. Timothy is urged, “Continue in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of” (2 Tim. iii. 14).
And Paul himself, who had been “set for the defence of the
Gospel,” could testify, at the close of his militant life, “I have
kept the faith.” E. Apams.

(To be continued, D.V.)

The Church Universal and Local

HE HoLy Seirit descended on the day of Pentecost and

baptized believers into one body, thus forming the Church
{not Churches). “For by onc SpiriT are we all baptized into
one body” (1 Cor. x. 13).

And this unity formed by the Spirir is universal, not
merely local. As the HoLy Spirit is One so is the body which
He then formed; it could not be otherwise.

As the human body is indwelr, animated and vitalized by
man’s spirit, so is the body of Curist (of which it is a figure)
indwelt and animated and energized by the SpiriT of Gob.

The Christians of each locality then gathered together in
assembly capacity represent the Church universal in that

articular town or city, and whatever action is taken by them
n regard to receiving or putting away is done on their own
responsibility; thus we have local churches, but the bearing
of such action extends to the whole, on the ground of the
“One Body”.

But the church as a whole is not composed of the federation
of these local churches, the church or assembly in a particular
town or city is the universal Church localized (if I may so
spcak). But you cannot reverse the thought, the church
universal is not composed of the aggregate of local churches,
and the moment the Church as a whole 1s thought of, churches
disappear.

Now wc are exhorted to keep this unity in the bond of
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peace éEphes. iv.) not to make a unity but to keep one already
formed, the unity of the Seirrt, which is universal, not local.
“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, for-
bearing one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Serir in the bond of peace” is how the exhortation is
worded.

We give local expression to it because of our limited capacity
down here. In Heaven we shall give universal expression.
When we gather in assembly capacity we give local expression
to a universal truth. What is that truth? “We being many
are one bread and one body.”

But if our local action goes no farther than ourselves we are
merely giving local expression to a local truth not a universal
one, and there would be many breads and many bodies.

All action taken by the local church (or assembly) though
done on its own responsibility, must be done for the church
universal; the bearing of such action extends to the church as
a whole, otherwise it is a practical denial of the unity of the
body. E. O. HEWLETT.

Silent Preaching

N India, General Gordon once wanted to engage a Moham-

medan as a servant, but the man was unwilling to go into
his service. On being pressed for a reason for his refusal, the
man said: “Sir, you would make me a Christian.” Gordon
replied: “I shall never say a word to you about religion
and will not trouble you in any way about it” The
Indian persisted in his refusal and said: “I should become a
Christian if I were to be in your company every day even
although you were never to say a word to me. our way of
living preaches more than any sermon and I am not going to
come under its influence. I do not want to become a
Christian.”

Christian personality is the best means of pointing others
to CHRIST.
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Gaius—Diotrephes—Demetrius
(3 John)

By THE EpITOR
(continued from page 15)

LITTLE is known of Diotrephes and nothing whatever to
his credit. Gaius, as we have seen, receives cordial com-
mendation from the Apostle, and Demetrius, we shall find, is
warmly appreciated both by the Apostle and the brethren.
But Diotrephes is sternly censured for ambition, arrogance
and assumption. “I wrote unto the church,” says St. John;
“but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminence among
them, receiveth us not. Whereforc, if I come, I will remember
his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious
words and not content therewith, neither doth he himself
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and
casteth them out of the church.”

Now, only such as mourn the latent evil of their own hearts
could credit the possibility of such things happening (in the
lifetime of one of the Apostles) in the church, were it not
written in St. John's epistle to Gaius.

It has been suggested that the mind of Diotrephes possibly
worked after this fashion. “What business have these preachers
to come here? I am here. Itis for me to look after the truth;
and 7 never thought of asking their help, especially as they are
strangers who come without invitation or in any way being
sent. They are intruders. He writes and says, “‘We ought to
receive such.” No, I neither need your advice, nor the help
of the strangers. Furthermore I forbid the church to receive
them upon pain of my displeasure, and indeed also of
excommunication.”

Diotrephes not only shows his bad spirit and animosity
against the Apostle by keeping back the letter addressed to the
church, but also his contempt for the brethren who “for the
sake of the NamE” were engaged in spreading the truth to
the glory of Gob. NCthing is mentioned as to his doctrine,
which may have been quite orthodox, but that his acts were
bad is definitely stated by the Aposte. It is these which lead
to the exhortation, “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but
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that which is good. He that doeth good is of Gop: but he
that doeth evil hath not seen Gob.”

By assuming authority for himself to ban the apostolic
communication sent to the church, and threatening excom-
munication to all who disregarded his own assumption, this
insufferable egoist declared himself one who “loveth the pre-
eminence” over his brethren. He is the father of all ambitious,
self-important men, drugged by self-complacency among the
people of Gop, who forget the word of the Lorp, “Whosoever
will be great among you, shall be your minister: and whoso-
ever of you will be (wills to be) the chiefest shall be the servant
of all” (St. Mark x. 44).

Were they descendants of Diotrephes, one wonders, to whom
reference is made in the Epistle Dedicatory to the Authorised
Version, where words so ancient (and so modern) occur as
describing certain “self-conceited Brethren (Translators’
capital) who run their own ways, and give liking unto nothing
but what is framed by themselves, and hammered on their
anvil”? “O my soul, come not thou into their secret,” may
well be our prayer.

With what sense of spiritual relief we turn to the considera-
tion of a quite different character, one well known to St. John
and to Gaius, introduced to us in these words, “Demetrius hath
good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we
also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.”

He is a fine character and one commended for his trans-
parent Christianity. All we know of him is compressed within
the space of one verse, and everything to his credit. The
truth he brings commends him; the brethren he meets com-
mend him; the Apostle, too, from personal knowledge,
endorses the commendation. For the “sake of the Name” he
went forth not seeking the pre-eminence yet receiving it in a
marked way. Happy labourer whose conduct, character and
conversation is a confirmation of his work for the Lorp. In
the case of Demetrius the establishment and confirmation of
the truth everywhere he has labourel bears witness to the
character of his work and of himself as a workman.

May this tiny Epistle with its character sketches by an
Apostolic hand of (gaius with his thorough-going hospitality
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worthy of Gopb, and of Demetrius with his transparent
Christianity, serve to stir us up after the same godly examples.
Of Diotrephes as a warning against spiritual ambition,
arrogance and assumption of self-importance, we shall do well
to ponder, remembering, “Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. x. 12).

Not in lordly establishment alone, but equally in little
assemblies of believers the danger lurks; and nothix‘% but the
Seirit of Him, the Lorp and MasTeER of us all, Who said,
“I am amongst you as he that serveth,” can preserve us from
our foolish hearts and from the spirit shown by Diotrephes.

Our Stewardship of Divine Truth

(continued from page 23)

HE Church is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim.

iii. 15). It is the upholder and custodian of the Gospel,
not its jailor, as the Roman Catholic system has generally
been, as if the pure Gospel were a criminal to be suppressed!
Were there no Church the truth would have no human witness,
no support, no guardian. It is within the local assembly, and
in various ways, that the new convert learns to absorb Scripture
truth and Christian principles of conduct. And the Church
is to be the bulwark against error, for Christians are to “con-
tend for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

In holding fast the faithful Word we are contending against
our own evil heart of unbelief; in obeying Jude’s injunction we
are contending against error without.

Paul says of certain teachers, “To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the Gospel
might continue with you” (Gal ii. 5). The champion of
spiritual freedom and progress was inflexibly conservative
when it was a question of preserving and guarding Christian
truth.

The two greatest enemies of the true Gospel are, and always
have been, a rationalistic philosophy, combated in 1 Corin-
thians; and a counterfeit Christianity that teaches salvation
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by ceremonial and self-merit, combated in Galatians. We
have to-day, on the one hand, the pernicious philosophic
speculation of evolution, with its progeny, in the religious
world, of the Higher Criticism and Modernism; and, on the
other, Roman Catholicism, with its baneful mixture of truth,
error, fraud and superstition, its arrogant patter about “the
validity of orders,” and its lust for power—the chief key to
the -wzole system. The vagaries of the human mind, when
not subject to the Word of Gob, are almost numberless. And
behind all the views and ways of life that are opposed to true
Christianity there lurks the heart of rebellious man that is at
enmity with Gob.

The best way to hold fast “the faithful Word” is to get it to
hold us fast; that is, as we have alrcady seen, to receive it as
taught by our Divine Instructor, the HoLy Spirir of Truth,

We are to “rightly divide the Word of Truth” (2 Tim. ii. 13).
This injunction applies primarily to the Christian teacher, but
it is to be obeyed by all believers. The exhortation would
include an accurate and honest treatment of Scripture truth,
and a suitable application of it to the neceds of the hearers.

Whatever its historical setting or framcwork, all Bible truth
is for the information of everybody in every age: “Whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning”
(Rom. xv. 4). But everything in the Bible was in the first
instance spoken to or written for a particular people, in a
particular place, and for a particular time. The Scriptures
inform us that Gop told certain people to do certain things;
the question is, “Does He want us to do them?” He gave
certain people certain promises; can we claim these promises
for ourselves?

The right use of the dispensational key will partly answer
such questions. But we may not build the dispensartional walls
too high. For human nature is the same in cvery age, and
the stream of human life in each period is continued into the
next. The three great principles of man’s eternal redemption
are always the same: the grace of Gop is the source; the
atoning death of Curist the procuring cause; and response to
the Divine truth brought to bear on the soul that which
actually obtains the blessing of pardon. All spiritual life in
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every age is essentially the same. The Psalms, for instance,
have been used as the praise and prayer book of the godly in
every age.

Again, there is the key of right selection and proper balance.
“Circumstances alter cases.” What may be Gop’s will at one
time may not be so later. In Matthew x. our Lorp told His
disciples to go only to the Jews, but in Mark xvi. 5 He told
them to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
one.

We are to “hold forth the Word of Life” (Phil. ii. 16). Every
Christian is a witness to the power and grace of the Lorp.
Every one of us comes within the scope of the Lorp’s com-
mission to His apostles, “Go into all the world and preach the
Gospel.” Although the words, “As My FaTHER hath sent Me,
even so send I you” (John xx. z1), apply first of all to the
apostles, they apply also to every child of Gop. Each of us
has been sent into the world for a definite purpose. In fact
the whole of life should be viewed as a mission—and will be so
in proportion as we realise our Lorp’s commission to us. Every
Christian has, in some degree, received the “ordination of the
pierced Hands.” At the same time, the sense of obligation
rests especially upon some who have been specially called and
cqgipped for the work of the ministry.

very belicver should consider himself Divinely called to try
to lead non-Christians towards Carist or to Him, ‘and to help
believers to see and do the will of Gop. We cannot get the
most out of our Christianity unless we endeavour to “share” it,
that is, to communicate its message to others. In helping
others we are helped ourselves.

The message of the Gospel for the unconverted and Scripture
truth for the believer are to be made known as widely as lies
in our power, whether by personal contacts, the public address,
or the printed page. No church, organisation or meeting is
to be an end in itself; it is a means for “sounding out the Word
of the Lorp.” The soul’s blessing is the true end, for the soul
lasts eternally.

“To every man his work”—and also his method. Whatever
may be the kind of work to which we are called, and in what-
ever way we may try to do it, we are to seek “by manifestation
of the truth” to commend “ourselves to every man’s conscience
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in the sight of Gop” (z Cor. jv. 2). We are not responsible for
what may be reckoned as success; we are responsible for the
spiritual power, so that some at least of those who listen to
us will recognise that we have been divinely commissioned
to deal with their soul’s welfare. Spiritual blessing is the result
of the impact of spiritual truth upon the human spirit, and
this can be eEectuafonly by the operation of the SpiriT of Gop.
In view of all this we may well exclaim, “Who is sufficient
for these things?” The enabling is indicated in 2 Timothy
i. 14—it is by the Hory Spirit. He alone can enable us to
learn Divine truth effectively, to hold it fast, to maintain it
against error, to rightly divide it, to hold it forth. Let us then
resolve to wait on Him more habitually in order better to

discharge our stewardship of Divine truth.
E. Apams.

Some Threshing-Floors in Scripture
(continued from page 20)

4: Tue THRESHING-FLOOR or Boaz

ISTORICALLY the book of Ruth shows us the working
H of the grace of Gop during the dark days of Israel’s
history about which the book of Judges tells us. Typically
the book also sets forth the restoration to favour of the
remnant of the Jewish nation which, having forfeited all claims
to blessing (and so typified by a Moabitess), will in grace be
blessed in a future day. But there are many lessons for us
to-day in this beautiful story, especially thosc centreing in
Boaz’s threshing-floor.

Boaz had clearly been threshing and winnowing Ruth’s con-
duct and ways. His comments can be considered under
several headings. First, he refers to her fidelity (chap. ii. 11).
Naomi represented her only link with the Lorp in the land of
Moab. Ruth clave to her (i. 14), and expressed her devotion
in words which are sublimely beautiful and touching. Then
he speaks of her forsaking all the old associations, and 1dentify-
ing herself with the Lorp’s people. Thirdly he notes her faith,
for she had come to trust under the wings of the Lorp Gop
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of Israel. Later he notes also her sobriety of behaviour and
her virtuous conduct. Before he spoke to her of these things
he had noticed her gleaning in his field, and had taken steps
for her safety and Provided for her refreshment. How full
this all is of instruction for us!

Some of the readers of this magazine may feel they know
very little about the Lorp and about His will for our pathway.
This is indeed true of all of us, for nonec of us have learnt as
much as we should have. But let us emulate Ruth in her
devotion, holding fast what we have already learnt, cleaving
to the Lorp with purpose of heart, as Barnabas (who was “a
good man”) exhorted the newly converted Christians at
Antioch (Acts xi. 22-24). The Lorp is mindful of such fidelity
and will not fail to reward it in due time, just as Boaz said
nothing to Ruth about it until the appropriate moment, but
had evidently observed it

Two practical results follow where there is devotion of heart
to the Lorp. In principle there must be a forsaking of worldly
associations. Those among us who have been brought up by
Christian parents may never have actually been involved in
the evil conversation and amusements of the unsaved who are
less privileged, but as we grow up we are sure to learn some-
thing about their influence on the unconverted, and devotion
o the Lorp will cause us to shun them. Those who have
been enslaved by “the desires of the flesh and of the mind”
and then have been converted necessarily find that previous
associations are incompatible with devotion to the Lorp. Not
only so but the attraction of such things will have gone.
Ruth had left her father and mother and the land of her
nativity. Similarly in Psalm xlv. we read, “Hearken, O
daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine
own people, and thy father’s house; so shall the King greatly
desire thy beauty; for He is thy Lorp; and worship thou Him.”
We can go further than Ruth had gone at that stage, for when
she forsook her old associations she had not yet met Boaz,
whereas we know our LorD and Saviour, “Whom having not
seen we love,” and the knowledge of Him with the assurance
of His love for us completely eclipses the attractions associated
with the unconverted world around us. Is it not so? Then
dwell upon verse 2 of the same Psalm: “Thou art fairer than
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the children of men: grace is poured into Thy lips: thereforc
Gop hath blessed Thee for ever.”

The second result is, however, the joy of companionship
with the Lorp’s people. It is not Gop’s purpose that any of
His own should walk alone. Boaz said to Ruth, “Thou art
come unto a people which thou knewest not herctofore.” As
those who now belong to the Lorp we should seek the society
of those who are His. When we were unconverted the
Lorp’s people were strangers to us, or perhaps it is better to
say we were strangers to them. We did not enjoy being in
their company. After we have accepted CHRIST as our
Saviour we discover we are strangers to the unconverted, and
no longer strangers and foreigners to the saints of Gop but
their fellow-citizens and of the household of Gop (Eph. ii. 19).

With these things there is also an appetite for spiiritual food.
Ruth steadfastly gleaned through the barley and the wheat
harvests. May we not liken this to attendance at meetings
for the study and exposition of the Scriptures such as “Bible-
readings,” lectures and addresses? We should go to these as
often as opportunity affords, exf)ecting to find plenty of glean-
ings (suitable food for our souls). Let us also be diligent in
beating out what we have gleaned. So otten we fail to do this,
forgetting the whole matter as soon as we leave the meeting
we have attended. The Lorp Himself (of Whom Boaz is a
“type”) will see to it that handfuls are dropped on purpose for
us (v. 16) and He will providg refreshment for our spirits,
too {v. g).

Ruth did not allow herself to be diverted from her steadfast
purpose by the attractions of the light-hearted among the
Lorp’s people. There is no little danger to young Christians
of this sort of thing in the present day. Worldly influences
have crept in, bringing a lack of soberness, a lightheartedness,
into the companies of the Lorp’s people, even when engaged
in the study of the Scriptures, and particularly as soon as the
“meetings” (or “services”) are over. It is not necessary to
enlarge on this danger because it takes many forms and yet is
eas?' recognised. e important aspect of it is that, if we
yield to it, it robs us of time to beat out what we may have
gleaned. Boaz had noted that Ruth did not follow young
men, whether poor or rich (iii. 10).
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Finally, Ruth was a virtuous woman. She had a single
purpose in view and kept herself from any disloyalty. May
the Lorp by His SpiriT preserve you and me from any dis-
loyalty to Him. He has the right to our whole heart, and
we ought not to share our hearts between Him and the world.

From all these points of view Ruth’s conduct had been
“threshed” by Boaz, and in all respects he had graciously
commended her. As the various points have been before us
have we been subjecting our individual conduct to “threshing”
and are we satisl‘{ed with the results? How humbling it is!
The Lorp knows us better than we know ourselves, and we
shall have to give an account to Him. Nevertheless, there is
also an aspect of this subject for our cheer. Just as the Seirir
of Gob compelled Balaam to say, “He hath not beheld iniquity
in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel” (Num.
xxiil. 21) so the Lorp in infinite grace will commend His own
as Boaz commended Ruth. This must not, however, make us
careless in all the matters we have been reviewing.

While Boaz had been threshing Ruth’s conduct, she also had
been learning his character; in fact we might say she had been
“threshing” i1, if it might be so expressed without irreverence,
bearing in mind that Boaz is a type of Curist. She had learnt
that she could entirely trust herself to him in the full assurance
of near relationship and perfectly confident of her security.
So she put herself entirely in his hands. This is the lesson
of chapter iii. We must remember that life in Palestine was
still primitive. Families doubtless lived and slept in the same
tent or hut, secure in their murual relationship, and Ruth
unhesitatingly entrusted herself to Boaz. Boaz being a type
of CrrisT we can link this with his remark in chapter ii. 12
that Ruth had come to trust under the wings of the Lorp Gop
of Israel. And all this is before the marriage. How beauti-
fully it can be applied to us. The “Church” (in which, if we
are believers in the Lorp JEsus as our Saviour and Lorbp, we
are included) will be presented by Carist to Himself as His
bride, glorious, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing
(Eph. vi. 27), but that moment has not yet come. In the mean-
time the more you and I learn of Him, as we shall if we
emulate Ruth’s conduct, the more assurance we shall have of
our relationship to Him, the more confident we shall be of our
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security, the more entirely we shall put ourselves into His
hands. May you and I know more what it is to be, as it were,
in Boaz’s threshing-floor.

How varied and how practical are the lessons to be learnt
from thesc accounts of events connected with threshing-floors!
The subject has not by any means been exhausted by this
series of articles. It is opportune here to refer to the fact that
the Philistines rob the threshing-floors (1 Sam. xxiii. 1). The
Philistines were in the land of promise but had not been
“redeemed” and had not come into the land through the Red
Sea and the Jordan (both being “types” of the Cross of CurisT).
Alas, there are many in professing Christendom to-day who
are not truly saved. They have never accepted Gop’s verdict
on them as sinners, nor accepted His Son as the Lamb pro-
vided by Gop to be the atoning sacrifice in their room and
stead. They share some of the privileges of believers without
faith in Gop or in the Lorp Jesus Curist. They are always
secretly and often openly the enemies of those who are loyal
to Him. They will seize opportunities of preventing the
Lorp’s people from threshing and winnowing, and from feed-
ing on the Word of Gop and the Person of the Lorp. Let us
beware of them. Our confidence against them must be centred
in the Lorp Himself, the Man of Gop’s choice, the true David.

While there is much to challenge our consciences in this
subject of “threshing-floors” there is also much that reminds
us of the unfailing grace of Gop. Let us take courage from
the latter and not fail to profit by the former.

J. C. KeLL.

Laodicea

THE epistle to Laodicea shows us the Lorp’s thoughts
about the final state of Christian profession on the earth
—in other words, the common statc of things to-day, just
before the LorD comes.

We have failed, and the Lorp has to take up, in character,
all that those called by His Name have lost in their testimony.
It is not activity that He is concerned with, but the condition
of heart and soul. They are satisfied, but He knows their
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fundamental weakness and He has the remedy, but, alas, He is
kept at a distance. How few there are, just those whose ears
are opened to hear the SpiriT, who are ready to receive Him,
and enjoy unhindered communion. Yet His eye rests upon
them with delight, and, in spite of all the general failure, He
assures them that the honour prepared for all His saints will
indeed be theirs. )

He is the AMEN. Every promise of Gob is assured in Him.
He maintains truth, neither is there any variableness with
Him. So He could present Himself in. this scene as “Alto-
gether that which I also say to you.” And, as the sacrificial
types teach us, He was searched to His verg inmost-being by
the judgment of Gop, without there being found any fault or
flaw. How the Farner’s heart delights in Him, Who, here
in this dark scene, was the Truth and the Light.

The faithful and true Wirtness. Ah, Laodicea, what are
you? You have riches and goods—spiritual pretensions and
worldly advantage—where He had nothing. Your own self-
satisfaction has taken the place of divine righteousness, for you
refuse Him Who alone 1s righteousness before Gop. Your
good works are Jukewarm, indistinguishable from those of the
world, leaving you naked before the eyes of Him Who called
you for this very thing. And you wander uncertainly, yes,
“reel to and fro like a drunken man,” for how can you walk
straight if you do not discern Him and the way He has marked
out by His own footsteps through this scene? And this is the
basis of your apparent faults, that you have given up Gop’s
righteousness, that you have lost the sense of your calling and
are intermingled with the world, and that you are blind to
Him, and therefore manifest indecision.

How else can the Lorp come in, but as the FartuFuL and
True Wrirness? Faithful, yes, unswerving in the pathway of
devotion, whatever the enemy might seek to use to turn Him
aside. Not spiritual power, not worldly advantage, not the
sorrow around, nor forsaking, nor the very terrors of death,
would cause His foot to deviate from that pathway by which
alone His FatHER could be fully manifested and His will
accomplished. Nor was there one whit of compromise, not
the yielding of the least place to Satan’s wiles. “To this end
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was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I
should bear witness unto the truth” (St. John xviii. 37).

“THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION oF Gon.” Everything of
the old creation has gone at the cross, yes, even the very
things of which Laodicea boasts. It has all passed away as
under Gop’s judgment, and He comes in, in the power of
resurrection life, so that only that which is bound up in the
same bundle with Himself can live before Gop. From Him-
self alone it derives, this new creation, and Laodicea, sunk in
the complacency of her own self-satisfaction, shuts Him out-
side the door. To that which refuses His truth in testimony,
mingles willingly, undiscerningly with that which He died to
put away, and shuts the door in His face, there is only one
thing to say: “I am about to spue thee out of My mouth”
(Rev. iil. 16).

This is His divine judgment on the testimony to-day. May
we feel in our hearts this shame, that when He comes to take
us to Himself, He closes Christian testimony so-called as that
which, in all its departure from Himself, is utterly abhorrent
1o Him.

But then He Himself will take up the witness again, not in
grace, but in judgment, until, in bﬁessed faithful stewardship,
“He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His
feet” (1 Cor. xv. 24-23).

D.E.B.

T HE Lorp Jesus said the dead should hear His voice, and
" should live. But Who applies the word and gives life?
The Seirit. ' Who raises the first cry in the soul, “Give me this
water that I thirst not?” The Hovy Spirit. By what power
is it that this water is a well of water whence the living stream
flows to others? The Hory Semrir. It is He revealing Cumusrt,
therein using Gobp’s servants as channels of salvation. This is
Gop’s joy. He says to His servants now, “Gather the people
together, and I will give them water.” W K.
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Aaron’s Rod that Budded

(Numbers xvit.)
By Tue Ebprror

ARON, in the preceding chapter, had already stood
between the living and the dead to make an atonement,
and the plague was stayed. Now he is to be confirmed in his
priesthood as the man whom Gob has chosen. Twelve rods
are taken, one for each tribe of the people, and laid up in the
silence of the sanctuary before Gop. Moses’ rod, the rod of
authority, is not included here, and Aaron’s rod is simply the
rod of the tribe of Levi.

‘On the morrow when the twelve rods are brought out to
view it is found that a miracle in the realm of nature has been
wrought, for Aaron’s rod had budded, blossomed, and brought
forth ripe almonds. It was a unique happening, confessedli
a miracle, and is recorded in that special Old Testament boo
of the wanderings in the wilderness which the Hory Spimit,
through the Apostle Paul, tells us is both historical and typical.

“These things happened,” this is the historical affirmation
of the New Testament; “for our ensample,” there the typical
significance is stated.

The Gop Who could bring life, beauty and fruitfulness out
of death is the God of resurrection. Aaron’s rod that budded,
blossomed and brought forth ripe almonds in the dark night
of seclusion, and was afterwards laid up in the sanctuary, was
an emblem of resurrection, unique, a type of the resurrection
of Christ from among the dead. By this miraculous happening
Aaron was openly designated as the man of God’s own choice
for the priesthood.

In this, and in his rod, Aaron is a type of CHRisST the true
maker of a real atonement for the sins of the people of Gob;
ihe Rod out of the Stem of Jesse; the Man Whose name is the
Branch; the Priest and King, He Who was declared Son of
Gob by resurrection of the dead. Once dead, now living, and
laid up in the heavenly sanctuary a Priest for ever, in the
power of an endless life of beauty and fruitfulness. He still,
to use the figurative language of the type, buds, blossoms and
brings forth ripe almonds.
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Amongst the Hebrews the almond tree was known as the
“hastening” tree because of its early budding when the cold
of winter had scarcely passed. Its name actually has the sig-
nificance of the “wakeful” tree because it waked out of its
wintry sleep before others. The fruit of the almond tree was
reckoned very carlzl as among some of the choicest fruits of
Canaan, and as such was included by Jacob in the present sent
to the all-powerful Egyptian governor (Gen. xliii. 11).

Bearing this in our minds, we see the appropriateness of
Aaron’s rod bearing almonds if, as it was, a Gop intended t
of the true Rod, the true Maker of atonement, the true Priest
ever wakeful in His intercession in the heavenly sanctuary, and
the coming King Who will hasten the Kingdom at the
apgointed time.

HRIST in resurrection life, beauty and fruitfulness was “the
first to rise from among the dead,” “Christ the firstfruits’
(1 Cor. xv.).

CHRIST in resurrection life, beauty and fruitfulness is Curist
the Great Priest—ever wakeful to the needs of the pilgrim host
travellini through the wilderness, saluted by Gop as Priest for
ever (Heb. v.).

CHRisT in resurrection life, beauty and fruitfulness is the
coming King—"My King on My holy hill of Zion,” says Gop,
Who will hasten the coming day when the whole earth shall
be filled with the knowledge of the Lorp as the waters cover
the sea.”

Typical, too, in a secondary but very real sense, of all
Christians as risen with CHRist is Aaron’s rod “that budded,
blossomed and brought forth ripe almonds.” For all true
Christians are described as being—

(1) A kind of firstfruits of Gop’s creatures.
(2) A kingdom of priests.
(3) A company who shall reign in life by Him.

Further, the life, beauty and fruitfulness believers possess in
our RiseN Lorp are:—

‘(1) Fellowship with Gop—a fellowship of life.
" (2) Beauty of holiness by the HoLy Spirrr.
(3) Fruitfulness in service to the Lorp CHrisT.
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Truly the Anii-type of Aaron’s rod has indeed budded,
blossomed and borne fruit by the night of death and resurrec-
tion from among the dead. Once cut off, dead but now alive
for evermore, He lives by the power of Gop.

e e

Responses to the Lord’s Love

I N the gospel of John there arc some beautiful and instruc-

tive examples of response to the Lorp’s love. The history
of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus forms one such seriecs. In
chapter xi. we read (v. 5) “Now Jrsus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus” Chronologically that is where the history
of these three, as recorded in Scripture, begins. Surely every
believer in the Lorp Jesus will gratefully own, with the present
writer, that is where our spiritual history also began. The
account implies that the brother and sisters knew they were
loved by Him, although they had not yet learnt the unfathom-
able depths of His love. It is the privilege to-day of every
believer, however short their Christian life has been so far,
however limited their experience may have been, to rest con-
fidently in the assurance of the love of Jrsus. As experience
of His love grows, and as we learn to link with it too His
present place in glory, we are ablc with the apostle Paul to
give an emphatic negative answer to the question whether
tribulation and distress shall be able to separate us from the
love of Christ (Rom. viii. 35-37).

What responses did the knowledge of His love produce?
First, an appeal for the Lorp’s help when Lazarus was ill.
This can be applied to ourselves in many ways. In every form
of trouble or difficulty we can scek His aid, not simply because
we know He is all-powerful, but rather because we confide in
His affection for us. He not only loves us with a love which
is entirely independent of anything lovable in us (as Gop
loved the world—John iii. 16), but also with the pure and
perfect affection of One for His friends. How confidently we
can turn to Him! Further, as a special application, Lazarus
was sick, and there are many of the Lorp’s loved ones who are
sick to-day. not only physically but also morally and
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spiritually. Does our knowledge of the Lorp’s love produce
in us the response of prayer to Him for His own who are
spiritually sick through being entangled in worldly matters or
led astray by evil doctrines? Would to Gop there was morc
constant prayer for one another in this way! Again, how do
we think of such brothers or sisters? So often we think of
them in terras of their relationship to us, perhaps as thosc
who are less healthy spiritually, less faithful, than we are.
But Martha and Mary did not say “Lorb, behold, our brother,
or the brother whom we love, is sick.” Let us constantly
remember that every believer in the Lorp Jesus is one whom
He loves, and cultivate speaking and thinking of each one as
he (or she) whom the Lorp loves. Many points of friction
would be promptly cleared up, many troubles would be ended,
many straying ones would be restored, if we invariably thought
of our fellow-believers thus.

The Lorp allowed the reality of these words of Martha and
Mary to be tested, and (alas!) we find Martha (v. 21) and Mary
(v. 32), when they meet the Lorp no longer speak of Lazarus
as “he whom Thou lovest”, but as “my brother”. If spiritual
sickness has actually led to our brother (or sister) being
separated from us, and even if restoration seems hopeless until
the resurrection, let us still think of him and speak of him as
one whom the Lorp loves. The Lorp proves to the sisters that
His love remains, and has power, beyond death. Can we not
learn the lesson that, when we have faith in Him and full
confidence in His love, restoration of the spiritually sick is
never impossible? None whom He loves is too far gone to be
fully restored to communion with Himself and with those
whom He also loves. Does the reader think that this applica-
tion of the passage is too far-fetched? I believe it is not.

Having thus bricfly looked at the responses to the Lorp’s
love as regards our confidence in Him and our attitude towards
one another, as exemplified in chapter xi., let us now consider
the responses in chapter xii. We find here the same three
individuals, each responding to the Lorp’s love in a different
way. Since the beginning of chapter xi. they had learnt much
about the depth and power of that love, and abourt the Person
of the T.orp Himself. He had told them He is the resurrection
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‘and the life; that he that believeth in Him, though He werc
dead yet shall he live; and the sisters had at least heard Him
say “Whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die”,
however lirtle they may have understood this. Martha had
expressed her faith in Him: “Thou art the CHrist, the Son
‘of Gop, which should come into the world” (John xi. 25-27).
All who in these days believe in the L.orp JEsus CHRisT as
their Saviour should be fully assured of these things. We can
consequently regard Lazarus and his sisters in chapter xii. as
representing us who have “passed from death unto life”, for
we who by nature were dead in trespasses and sins have heard
the voice of the Sox of Gop, and “they that hear shall live’
(chapter v. 24, 25). )

“Martha served.” This is joyful, unburdensome service, not
only rendered to the Lorp Himsclf but to Lazarus and all
others who were at table with the Lorp. This is a most prac-
tical response to the Lomrp’s love going much further than
what we have seen in chapter xi. Service for Him, service
rendered to those who are His, which flows from appreciation
of His love, is assuredly acceptable in His sight.

“Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him.”
What a blessed privilege to have quiet, confident communion
with the Lorp in this way, to be sharing in the things which
occupy Him! The writer of the gospel recorded this by the
Spirit of Gob, but he was able also to enter into what sitting
at table with the Lorp really meant, for, at the last Passover
before the Cross, he himself was “leaning on Jesus’ bosom”
at the table (chapter xiil. 23). Such communion can only be
enjoyed in its fulness by one who has learnt, not only doc-
trinally but in experience, what death and resurrection really
are, so Lazarus is described here (xii. 1) as he “which had been
dead, whom He raised from the dead.”” You and I, who
believe in the Lorp Jesus as our Saviour, have been identified
with Him in His death and in His resurrection (baptism being
a figure of this to the believer—sec Rom. vi. 3, 4). If wc
“reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto Gop
through Jesus CHrisT our Lorp” (Rom. vi. 11) we shall enter
into this hapnv. quiet communion with the T.orp in our own
experience.
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“Mary . . . anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet
with her hair” Herc is spontancous, whole-hearted, affec-
tionate appreciation of His perfect walk through the cities and
villages and lanes of Judaea and Galilee; and recognition too
of something of the weariness and toil of His pathway; the
worship of a humble, devoted, Serrit-led heart, anticipating
the Loro’s death (v. 7). The savour of this act filled the house.
The Lorp Himself, and all present with Him, shared the
fragrance of the ointment, which we have no doubt rejoiced
the heart of the FatHER, too.

The Seirit of Gop has recorded all three responses—service,
communion, and worship. They were excmplified in separate
individuals—Martha, Lazarus, Mary—but there are plenty of
passages in the epistles making it clear that all three should
be true of every believer. The more deeply we appreciate the
Lorp’s love for us the more we shall respond in this three-fold
way. No doubt in each one of us one of the three (service,
communion, worship) will predominate, but the other two will
also be true. Worship is the highest form of response and
consequently is specially opposed by Satan through his agents
(see the objection raised by Judas Iscariot). If therefore there
is a tendency in you or me towards activity in service, or
towards meditation and communion, let us beware of neglect-
ing the worship of the Lorp in the assembly of His own.
But there is no suggestion in the passage of any envying or
faultfinding between the one who serves, the one who sits at
table and the one who anoints His feet, nor could therc be
where each is the response from the heart to His love. Let
us beware of finding fault with one another in such matters.

There is still a further point. “Much people . . . came . . .
that they might sce Lazarus . . . whom He had raised from
the dead.” At first sight this seems a very passive matter, but
we can apply it to ourselves in the sense of Rom. vi. 13, “Yield
yourselves unto Gob, as those that are alive from the dead.”
Having seen Lazarus, many of the Jews went away and
believed in Jesus (v. 11). Oh that our walks might be such a
testimony as to have this result! We should walk in newness
of life. The Hovy Seirit led the apostle Paul to write to the
Corinthians: “The love of Curist constraineth us because we
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thus judge . . . that He died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themscl\'es but unto Hlm
which died for them and rose aiam (z Cor. v. 14, 15).
should then be a testimony to the world around of the lovc
and power of the Lorp Jesus, and this would be a response—
a very practical one—to His love.

We may be sure that the Lorp looks for, and appreciates,
response t};om us to His love for us in the various ways illus-
trated by Martha, Mary and Lazarus which, as we have seen,
affect our circumstances, our attilude towards fellow-believers,
our service, our communion, our worship, and our walk. May
the LorD use our meditation on John xi.-xii. 11, to stimulate
vur responses to His lovel

J. C. Kerr.

A Song of the Shepherds

“He keepeth the sheep . . . send and fetch him . .. And
the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for this is he”
1 Sam. xvi. 11, 12.
When Gob sought a king for His people of old,
He went to the fields to find him:
A shepherd boy he, with his crook and his lute
And a following flock behind him.
O love of the sheep, O joy of the lute,
And the sling and the stonc for the battle.
The shepherd was king, the giant was naught,
And the enemy driven like cattle!

“Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
wihich is Christ the Lord.” St. Luke ii. 8-11.
When Gob looked to tell His good news to man,
And the shepherd’s Son Whom He gave them;
To the shepherds made meck and caring for sheep
He told of the CHrisT sent to save them!
O love of the sheep, O watch of that night,
And the glory, the message, the choir;
‘Twas shepherds who saw their King in the straw
And returned with their hearts all on fire.



44

“I am the good Shepherd : the good Shepherd iiveth His
life for the sheep . . . I lay down My life for the sheep.”
St. John x. 11-15.
When CHrist thought to tell of His love to the world,
He said to the throng before Him—
“The Goop SuepHErD giveth His life for the sheep,”
And away to the Cross they bore Him.
O love of the sheep, O blood sweat of the Max
On the Cross then by Gop—forsaken!
A SHEPHERD has gone to defend all alone
The sheepfold by death overtaken.

“The God of peace brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep.” Heb. xii. 20.

When Gop sought a King for His people for aye,
He went to the grave to find Him.

And a SHEPHERD came back death dead in His grasp
And a following flock behind Him.,

O love of the sheep, O life from the dead
O Strength of the faint and the fearing!

A SuepeerDp is King, and His Kingdom will come.
For the day of His Coming is nearing!

B —— e

Comparisons and Contrasts

W herefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our
confession, Christ [esus. Hebrews 1. 1.

HE epistle to the Hebrews abounds in comparisons and
contrasts, and glorious indeed they are. “WIELREFORE”
with which the writer opens both exhortations and appeals in
this inspired letter refers the reader back to the glories of the
Person of CHRIST as set out in the opening words of the first
chapter. His Person, work and present position are there
clearly displayed in transcendent glory.
His Person is shown as excelling all others: His work as
accomplishing what none other could do, for no prophet, no
priest, no sacrifice could purge awav sin and secure eternal
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redemption; and His present position as witnessing to there
remaining no more sacrifice for sin for ever.

A people thus redeemed by Him, knowing both His glorious
Person and finished work, the writer addresses as “holy
brethren” and as “partakers of the heavenly calling”, and this
in contrast with all they had known as Gop’s earthly people.
Precious promiscs had been made to Israel as a nation,
“blessing in the basker and the store, fruitfulness and joy in
their posterity” (Deut. xii.) if they would obey the law given
them by the hand of Moses. They would be a holy nation,
a People for His own possession, a special people, obedience
being their special mark. But failure and neglect of their
unappreciated privileges had marked them from the very
beginning until the inevitable judgment followed. “You only
have T known of all the families of the earth, therefore will T
punish you for your iniquities” (Amos iii. 2), was the sentence,
since privilege brings responsibility. They had said, “It is vain
to serve Gop, and what profit is it that we have kept His
ordinances?” When reminded of His love, “I have loved you
saith the Lorp” (Mal. i. 2), their callous enquiry was, “Wherein
hast Thou loved us?”

But now, in this epistle, the writer is addressing some from
that nation who, confessing their sins, had turned to the Gop
of their fathers. They had bowed to Gobp in the acceptance

2 (14

of Carist and are “holy brethren”. “sanctified by the offering
of the Body of Jesus CurisT.”

Wonderful as it is, we sinners of the Gentiles, who were
strangers to the commonwealth of Israel, may take to ourselves
the same title as these Christian Hebrews to whom this letter
was addressed. For Gop in His grcat mercy to all has found
a way of bringing Jew and Gentile to Himself united in one
body. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done
but according to His mercy He has saved us.” It was to
Gentile believers in the L.orp Jesvs Carist that the Apostle
Paul by the Srirrr, declared, “He hath chosen us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love” (Eph. i. 4).

Therefore, we also with the Hebrews may take the exhorta-
tion and appeal as holv brethren and partakers of the heavenlv



46

calling. By contrast with the earthly hopes of Israel based
upon the promises made to the fathers, all of which will be
realized one¢ day by a repentant and restored nation, these
Hebrew Christians and ourselves are called with a heavenly
calling; and as such are now strangers and pilgrims.

It is in view of this, and of our need to continue in this
pilgrim condition, that the writer makes the first ireat appeal
and exhortation to the readers, “Consider the ostle and
High Priest of our confession.” To continue; to hold fast our
confession without wavering; to follow holiness without which
no man shall see the Lorp; to walk worthy of the calling
wherewith we are called; is it possible for all this to be
accomplished’?

We may have noticed the absence of any apostolic name or
claim of authority in the opening of this epistle. This is due
in one respect to the purpose of first presenting the personal
glory of the Son of Gob, and also of sctting Him out clearly
as the Apostle, the Stnr ONe of Gobo, the declarer of the
incomparable love of Gop, and the Author and Completer of
the whole life of faith.

So we are called to consider Him as the SEnt ONE of the
FatHER in all vicissitudes of His pathway through this world;
the example He has left us that we may follow His steps; His
patience with sinners and disciples; and as our strength and
stay all along our pilgrim way.

Consider Him too as the High Priest of our confession; as
ever living to make intercession for us; as full of compassion
and ability to succour. What a blessed contrast He, as our
Great High Priest, presents to the Jewish priests compassed
with infirmity and needing sacrifices for thernselves, and unable
to continue in the priestly office by reason of death. He liveth,
and is “Jesus Carist the SaME yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever.”

Consider Him as the Leader of His company, the Forerunner
Who has entered into heaven itself for us.

“Consider Him” is the exhortation “lest ye faint and be
weary”, not only as the pattern and example of endurance but
as the One “able to succour evermore all that come unto Gop
by Him” with all the mercy and grace so sorely needed by us
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as strangers and pilgrims here on carth. So the letter closes
with the prayer, “The Gop of peace . . . make you perfect in
every good work to do His will, working in you that which is
well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Chmist; to Whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

C. Moss.

e l—— - »

Prominent—Picturesque—Powerful
By Quartus

I N one pretty Sussex village the most picturesque and

prominent object is the most useless thing in the district.
Towering above the village on the top of the hill stands a
windmill, one of the proper old-fashioned style, pictures of
which adorned the story-books of our youth. To the traveller,
whether by road or rail, these outstanding objects on the land-
scape, with their great arms or wings spread to catch the
breeze and set in motion the mills beneath them, always sug-
gest the charm of the countryside. He does not dream of
complaining of either their prominence or picturesqueness, for
are they not the outward and visible signs of inward energy
and usefulness?

The windmill in this particular village is simply a relic of
bygone days, and a reminder of what has been done in the
E ace when corn was ground, millers, carters and bakers being

ept busy. To-day the arms of the windmill are nailed to the
sides of it, and while from a distance it looks as picturesque,
and is as prominent as ever, its working value is nil. It stands
supon the old ground but is quite useless. No corn is ground,
no flour is milled, no bread is baked, no hungry families
supplied from it. Like one with a name to live but in reality
for all useful purposes dead, and existing as a relic and
reminder of what was once done in the place. Prominent still,
picturesque and admired in the eyes of some, but powerless
spiritually and for all practical purposes of feeding and blessing
others useless.

These were the thoughts stirred by the sight and inspection
of the useless windmill in a pretty village. '
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Eloquence, personality, literary ability and geniality may
lead to prominence and picturesqueness in the sight of man,
but “the Lorp looketh upon the heart,” “by Him actions are
weighed,” and the words of the royal penitent in Psalm li. are_
still true, “Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts.”

‘S]parkling Gems

Prayer is the ship whih bringeth home the richest freight.

It is the soil which yields the most abundant harvest.
* * *

We have reasons for almost everything, but we have no
reasons for pride. Pride is a thing which should be unnatural
1o us, for we have nothing to be proud of.

* * *

Pride is too tall to walk upright. It is most likely to tumble’
down, because it is always looking upwards in its ambition
and never looks to its feet. There only needs to be a pitfall in
the way, or even a stone, and down it goes.

* * *

There is nothing more eloquently condemned in Scripture
than pride; and yet there is no trap into which we poor silly
birds so easily flee, no pitfall into which, like foolish beasts of
the earth, we so continually run.

* * ¥

Every man who comes to Curist will find that Chrisr is able
to save him to the uttermost extent of his sin, unto the utter-
most length of his trials, the uttermost depth of his sorrows,
unto the uttermost duration of his existence.

* * *

There is no way of salvarion apart from the satisfaction of
Divine justice. Either the sinner must die, or else someone .
must die for him. Gop has a debt against us and He never
remits that debt; He will have it paid. CHrist pays it and
then the sinner goes free.

* * x .

A view of Curist on Calvary is always beneficial to a’
Chrissian. )

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)
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Caleb
(My servant who hath followed Me fully”)
By THE Eprror

][ N days and circumstances most definitely calling for the
exercise of real faith in Gob, Caleb is marked out as a
man “who wholly followed the Lorp,” this being recorded
of him no fewer than six times in Scripture. His name, how-
cver, does not appear in the list of heroes of faith given in
Hebrews xi.  But it is significant that Gop Himself takes
special note of Caleb in spite of his New Testament obscurity,
and speaks of him as “My servant Caleb . . . had another
spirit with him, and hath followed Me fully” (Num. xiv. 24).
When the names of those whosce rebellion excluded them
from Canaan occur in the story those of Caleb and Joshua
are excepted “because they have wholly followed the Lorp.”
Further, while Joshua is seen occupying a foremost position
among the many thousands of Israel Caleb a}gparently lives
in obscurity all his long life, only marked out by the charac-
teristic reference “he hath wholly followed the Lorp”
attached to each mention made of him in the wilderness
journey. This may be encouraging today to the obscure
believers, of whom the bulk of the Lorp’s people obviously
consist, in that obscurity is no hindrance to their wholly
following the Lorp, if that is their purpose of heart.

As Bunyan’s shepherd’s boy truly says in the Pilgrim’s
Progress,

“He that is down needs fear no fall ;
He that is low no pride ;

He that is humble, ever shall
Have God to be his guide.”

This Caleb discovered by experience as he wholly followed
the Lorp in those trying days of his journey to Canaan, and
St. Paul also reminds us, that “Whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope” (Rom. xv. 4.)

At the end of his pilgrimage when having entered the
land of Canaan, Joshua his old and faithful companion
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blesses Caleb as he allots to him the appointed grant, officially
stating it to be “because he wholly followed the Lorp Gop
of Israel” (Joshua xiv.).

In Caleb the vision of faith, the patience of faith and the
courage of faith are e(}lually thrown out in bold relief against
the apparently overw elming difficulties, delays caused hy
the failure of fellow pilgrims, and his action displayed in
choosing the mountain fastness of the sons of Anak to con-
quer in his old age. Little wondcr it is recorded “And he
expelled thence the three sons of Anak” (Judges i. zo).

In the pen portrait (Num. xiii,, xiv.; Josh. xiv.; Judges i.) of
Caleb he is shown to be a man of real confidence in Gob; of
decp consistency in following the Lorp, both in mid-life and
in extreme age. What was the secret of it all? Questions
which may well be asked and profitably considered in this
connection arc: When and how did it become manifest?
When and how was it put to the real test? When and how
was it vindicated? Last, but not least in importance, Why
is it placed on record?

1. When and how did this following of the Lorp by Caleb
commence? He does not appear to have been a Hebrew by
birth, the “of” the tribe of Judah in Numbers xiii. 6, being
more accurately translated “for” (by Dr. Young, J. N. Darby
and other scholars). But somewhen he¢ had evidenty cast
in his lot with the people of Gop on their journey to Canaan,
and had surpassed them all, with a few exceptions, in his
faith in the purpose and ability of Gop to bring them into the
land. He appears in the story as Caleb the son of Jephunnch
a Kenite. Now Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro the priest of
Midian was also a Kenite (Judges i. 16) and here seems the
probable starting point of Caleb’s connection with the host
of Israel. “Moses said unto Hobab the son of Raguel the
Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, (therefore his brother-in-law)
‘We are journeying unto the place of which the Lorp said,
I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee
good: for the Lorp hath spoken good concerning Israel.’”

This pressing invitation Moses’ brother-in-law declined

saying: “I will not go; but [ will depart to mine own laud,
and to my kindred.”
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Hobab we are told was a Kenite, and Caleb is constantly
referred to as belonging to this tribe, and though we are
not told whether it was here that Caleb joined the pilgrim
host yet the connection most ossibly was made then when
his father declined to accept the pressing invitation of their
now distinguished relative %y marriage. The faith of Caleb
would in this case closely partake of the same character as
that of Moses, with some of whose history the family would
not fail to have been acquainted during his forty years
sojourn in Midian.

2. When and how was this wholly following of the Lorp
openly shown? On the occasion of the dozen men being
sent to survey the land of Canaan, Caleb then being forty-
five years old, is the answer. They were ordered to report
and a mz.ijority report, called here an evil report, left Gop out
and discouraged the company. Caleb and.Joshua then pre-
sented the minority report which brought Gob in saying, “It
is an exceeding good land. If the Lorp delight in us, then
He will bring us into this land, and give it us” (Num. xiv,,
7 8). It was here that his faith’s vision was clearly and
¥ublicly shown. The majority report was one presented by
aithless and unbelieving men, while this minority report of
Joshua and Caleb was that of men of faith who believed that
Gop was both able and willing to keep His promises
concerning the land of Canaan.

3. When and how was this wholly following of the Lorp
tested? As all believing pilgrims well know, not only is the
vision of faith essential to the journey but the patience of
faith is also being constantly called into exercise. Abraham,
the father of the faithful, had his faith deeply exercised again
and again, and also the Author and Completer of the whole
life of faith Who Himself stayed the whole course, endurin
the contradiction of sinners against Himself, being troubletf
tempted and tried in every way. The Apostle Peter exhorts
all tried saints to recognise that thc trial of their faith is
precious; and St. Paul speaks of Gop as being “the Gop of
patience and encouragement” to the Roman believers.
Caleb’s faith was sorely tested and became not only a vision
bur the patience of a faith deeply exercised as vears rolled on
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by the dclays caused by failure of others as old and older
than himself. “The righteous shall hold on his way, and he
that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger,” was
an expression of the patience of Job in his days of adversity.
So it fell out in the life of Caleb as “he wholly followed the
Lorp,” and he is therefore most surely rightly numbered
among “them who through faith and patience inherit the
promises” (1leb. vi. 12).

4. When and how was vindicated this uvision and
patience of [aith in the case of Caleb? Most surely in the
courage of faith displayed in the day of opportunity. Hear
his noble reply 10 his old and faithful friend of the minority
report, Joshua. “Lo. I am this day fourscore and five ycars
old. As yct 1 am as strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me; as iny strength was then, even so 1s my
strength now, for war, hoth to go out, and to come in. Now
therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lorp spake in
that day; . . . if so be the Lorp will be with me, then I shall
be able . . . as the LLorp said.” This is the language of one
who held on his way and waxed stronger and stronger; and
the courage of [aith shines out clearly as the mountain
stronghr)l({‘r of the sons of Anak is craved by Caleb for his
portion. “They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourishing” (vigorous in old age, ].N.D.) sang
a Psalmist, and the man who “wholly followed the Lorp”
fully exemplified this in his course.

5. Why is all this placed on record? Surely to stir us up
that we “be not slothful. but followers of them who through
faith and paticnce inherit the promises”; and of the father
of the faithful of whom it is written: “and so, after he had
patiently endured. he obtained the promise” (Heb. vi. 12, 15).

If we, like Caleh, wholly follow the Lorp, He will take note
of it. Of Caleb the first record is that spoken by Gop Him-
self, “My servant Caleb hath fully followed Me.” Others too
will observe it. Moses, too, says of Caleb, “Thou hast whollv
followed the Lorp mv Gop,” and Joshua, in blessing Caleb
forty vears later, again mentions “he wholly followed the
Lorp Gop of Israel.” Gob notes it, others mark it and are
encouraged by the good example shown to fellow pilgrims
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bound for the good land. “If the Loro delight in us then
Hec will bring us in” said Caleb. and the long life of consistent
following was governed by the conlidence that He did.

Does the Lorp delight in us, His peopler  Caleb might say
His actions have proved it, do still prove it, and will continue
to do so, for He changes not.  The Christian believer is
fortificd by the Lorp's own assurance, “The Faraer Himself
loveth you because ye have loved Mc™: “the Sox of Gob loved
me and gave Himself for me”; and the Hory Seirir Who
quickens, scals and cnables us is the One of Whom the
Apostle writes as to “the love of the Seirir”  And so siill,

“Through the night of doubt and sorrow
Onward goes the pilgrim band;
Singing songs of expectation.
Marching to the promised land.”

—_———— -

The Israel of God

(Galatians vi. 106)

TlllS expression “the Israel of God”, is unique and signifi-
cant, and surelv sounds a warning note for such as should
recognise the distinction between the Church and the nation
of Israel. 'The inspired writer of the cpistle has been showing
what a difference the Cross of our Lorp Jesus Curist has
madec in the outlook of fundamental faith, and he concludes
by pronouncing the blessing of peace upon “as many as walk
according to this rule,” (that is, the rule of the new life mani-
fested in the new creation, wherein neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision avail). “and also upon the Isracl of Gon.”

In Acts xv. 11, the apostle Peter says, “But we belicve that
through the grace of the Lorp Jesus Curist we (believing
Jews).shall be saved, even as they (believing Gentiles). What
a confession this was for a staunchly exclusive personage such
as Peter. ‘The grace of the Lorp Jesus Cnmist had made a
radical change in his outlook, though later on he had to be
publicly rebuked by Paul for going back on this very thing.
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In Galatians ii. 18, we rcad: “If I build aguin the things which
I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor” and this comcs in
after Paul had given an account to the Galatians of what
had transpired between him and Pcter on the very question
of Judaising the believing Gentilcs.

It is obvious that Gop bore with the stiff-necked and re-
bellious nation till after His apostles had passed away, and
until by its own rcbellious attitude and action against Him,
it brought upon itself the complete fulfilment of present
prophecy against it. The apostles themselves clung to their
natonal pride as long as Gop’s forbearance lasted, and the
Christian Jews remained Jews in principle to the end of their
New Testament history cven to being zcalous of the Law.

The epistle of James, the first epistle to Christians, is
addressed to the twelve tribes scattered abroad, which surely
implies the Christian Jews of the dispersion. It is with such
that the Church began  They still had their synagogues,
(James ii. 2 has synagogucs in the original) and their gather-
ings had a measure of Jewish character. There is no trace
of the distinctive doctrines of grace expounded by Paul, nor
even of the discussion concerning the relation of Gentile
converts to the law of Moses, which c¢nded in the council
over which James himself presided (Acts xv.). Paul's cpistles
cither to the Galatiins or to the Romans were not written
when James wrotc.

James’ theme is the outward religious service that ought
to characterise the nation in a converted state, as the outward
expressicn and proof of faith, and it was only failure to con-
tinue in the things that had been learned that prevented such
from taking the lead as a believing nation.

Peter’s first epistle is also addressed to thosc of the disper-
sion, but it is written on a broader basis, comprehending
Gentile believers also. (ii. 10), and is written from an assembly
on Gentile ground (v. 13). Its general tone is preparation for
a pathway of suffering, over which victory is obtainable by
faith. ’ ’

Peter’s second epistle. and Paul’s second cpistle to Timothv,
contain much in common. Both writers are aware of
approaching martyrdom, and they both deal with the origin
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and consummation of the apostacy in which the professing
Church’s history ends. Burt there is no suggestion of dejec-
tion or pessimism in either of them. The true believer relies
on Gop and His promises in all circumstances; and the wis-
dom as well as the long-suffering mercy of Gop is dplainly
manifest in the way in which He has allowed things to develop
for the learning of those who have come after all these things.
The Way, the Truth and the Life, of which the Lorp Jesus
CrrisT Himself is the embodiment, are made plain so that
“he who rcads may run” in the confidence of faith.

What an unholy mess traditional interpretation has made
of that which simple faith accepts without question. A noted
Christian minister wrote recently in a well-known and widely
circulated paper, that the Church began with Abraham, and
when asked by one of his readers if he was not actually con-
tradicting the Lorp’s own words about the future building
of His Church, and furthermore denying that Pentecost was
the Church’s birthday, he replied that to him the Church and
the Israel of Gop meant the same thing. Does not this un-
fortunately cxpress the attitude of a large proportion of
Christendom?  The Jewish nation is taken for granted as
being permanently set aside, and Christianity, ro-called, as
having taken its place and become the heir to all the promises
made to that nation, though it is written:— “The gifts and
calling of Gop are without repentance.”” The professing
Church has become “earth-dwelling” in its aspect, and intends
to try to make the earth a pleasant place to settle down in,
and to prepare it for the establishment of Gop’s carthly king-
dom: the heavenly side of His purpose having no part in its
dreams. To such of course the Coming of the Lorp means
only one thing: hence resurrection, judgment. the recogni-
tion of the kingdom and the cternal state, become all
muddled up into one confused happening!

G S. PurnELL.

Many appear to fail to grasp our Lorp's tea-hing in His exposition
of the seven parables in Matthew xiii. Therc He clearly distinguishes
between the kingdom of the Son of Max (verse 41) and the kingdom
of their FATHER (verse 43): two regions of thc same kingdom. earthly
and heavenly respectively.—En.
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Responses to the Lord’s Love—2
(continued from page 43)
THE BEeLoveED DisciprLe

F IVE timcs the writer of the fourth gospel describes him-

self as “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” and in each
instance there are associated circumstances, with practical
lessons for us. In so describing himsclf we do not conclude
that the Lorp Jesus loved him more than He loved the rest
of His disciples. In fact John records that “having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end”
before he uses the expression about himself in this intimatce
personal way. (John xiii. 1. 23). It seems to the present writer
that John’s beautiful personal phrase grew out of what he
had learnt from verses 1-22 of this chapter, and in particular
from verses 1-17.

“He loved His own.” They were His by His choice and
call; His, too, prospectively by the price He was about to pay
for their redemption; His as the gift to Him by the Father
(sec John xvii. 24): His for all eternity. They “were in the
world,” with all its opposition to Gop and rejection of the
I.orp, the world which was corrupt and full of defilement. In
themselves, the disciples were weak and failing, lacking in
intclligence and unfaithful. Onc would betray Him, another
would deny Him, all would forsake Him. Yet He “loved
them unto the end.” What does this expression mean? His
love for them did not end with His death, nor with their
dcaths in due course. It merely continues unchanged until
the fulfilment of His prayer “Farner, I will that they also
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where T am; that thev
may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world” (John xvii. 24).
and His love will endure for eternity.

All these things are true today of all who believe in Him
as their Saviour for we too are His own, still in the world,
and we are included in His prayer for we are among those
who have believed in Him through the word of the apostles.
How blessed to be so loved! But if all the Lorp’s own were
the objects of His love, why did John speak of himself as “the
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disciple whom Jesus loved”? We need not occupy our
thoughts with the negative side of the answer, which may
perhaps have becn that the others did not appreciate the love
of Jesus but thought more of their attachment to Him, but
of this we may bc sure, namely, that John delighted in the
knowledge that Jesus loved him. There is much to be said
for teaching little children the simple hymns “Jesus loves me,
this I know” and “I am so glad that Jesus loves me.” It is
sad that as we get older, more sop‘mmcated more occulpled
with doctrines, we tend to lose the simple joy of this sub
assurance; not that we doubt His love, but that we allow the
joy of it in our souls to be obscured by other things.

That we may appreciate His love for us more deeply, let us
consider four points brought out in verses 1-13 of John xiii,
which precede the first occasion on which John’s phrase
occurs. We must first know we arc “His own.” This has
already been referred to. Then (verse 10) we are “clean every
whit” Have we that assurance? This same apostle many
years later wrote “the blood of Jesus ChrisT His SoN, clean-
scth us from all sin.” (1 John i. 7). The sacrifice offered by
the Lorp JEsus is so completely efficacious that every one who
believes in Him is completely cleansed in the sight of Gop
from every sin. This is our standing before Gop, what the
Lorp has done for cach of His own whom He has loved. The
Lorp used a simile in this verse (verse 10) which would be
easily understood by his disciples. He said “He that is washed”
—that is “bathed,” a different word in the Greek from the
word used in verses 5, 6, 8 and later in verse 10—“is clean ever
whit.” Having had a bath, and walking through the (unsani-
tary) street, they would need the \mshmg of their feet on
entering a house (comparc Luke vii. 44). So the believer in
the Lorp Jesus, though “clean every whit” through the per-
fect work of CHrst, contracts dcﬁlcmcnt while engaged in
the affairs of this llfc because we are “in the world,” and
needs the application of the word of Gop to the conscience
to wash away the defilement that enters through eyes and
ears and in other ways. This is a service we ought to render
to one another in all humility, remembering that, unlike the
Lorp, we need our own feet to be washed by another, perhaps
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by the very one whose feet we feel we should wash, and it
may well be that he should wash ours first.  The fourth
point in these verses is “Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye
say well; for so [ am” (verse 13). The authority of the Lorp
Jesus over us, and the subjection and loyalty due from us
in consequence, are often in danger of being overlooked by
us in the enjoyment of our knowledge of Him as our ever-
loving Saviour. The grace that He, their Lorp and MASTER,
showed on this occasion in carrying out the service of a
menial slave, was still another proof of the love with which
He loved His own.

The apostle surely had these points before him when he
described himself for the first time as “‘the disciple whom
Jesus loved” (verse 23). Yet the cost to the Lorp of the work
on the Cross which would be the basis of it all was not then
known to John, as it is now known to us. If we appropriate all
these things now to ourselves in the light of the full revelation
of the Person and work of the Lorp Jesus we find ourselves
conscious, cach for himself or herself, that “I am a disciple
whom Jesus loves”” May the Lorp indeed grant that our
hearts enter into this more deeply! On the other hand, if
we fail to appreciate and appropriate the four points men-
tioned we shall also fail to think of ourselves with full enjoy-
ment as disciples whom Jesus loves—though it will stll be
true, for “He ]{’ovcs His own.”

On this occasion when John speaks of himself as “the dis-
ciple whom JEsus loved” we find he is as close as possible to
Jesus, “leaning on His bosom,” and so deeply assured of His
love that he can ask the Lorp the question which none of the
other disciples dared to put (verses 23-25). Here is response to
the Lorp’s love to which the Lorp immediately answers.
Communion with the Lord accompanies the intimate cons-
ciousness of nearness to Him which the personal knowledge
of His love produces in the heart. The more our hearts
realize His love for us the nearer we shall draw to Him. This
will be evident in our daily walk and ways, our testimony in
the world, our service to the Lorn’s people, but the point be-
fore us is that nearness to Him in response to-His love will
give us the privilege and joy of learning His mind. s this
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communion with Him the privilege of a limited few? Surely
not. It is open to every one of “His own’ ’ but the enjoyment
of it varies with our appreciation of His love for us. It is
not a matter dependent on our knowledge of doctrine or
“church truth 7 (all very important in their place)}—but of
knowing that He loves us.

On the second occasion (chap. xix. 26) we find that John’s
response to the Lorn’s love takes the form of association with
the Lorp at the very climax of His rejection and humiliation.
John was standing by the Cross on which the Lorp was

crucified (as a malefactor in the sight of the Jews and Romans
around), and was bcmg mocked and taunted, as we know from
other gospels. Here is a remarkable response to the Lorp’s
love. Why is it that we often flinch from testifying that we
are disciples of the Lorp Jesus? It is easy to be a disciple
among our brethren, or on Sunday when many “respectable”
people go 1o “places of worship”, but it is a test of our sense in
our inmost souls of the Lorp’s love for us whether we are
openly His disciples when surrounded by those who make
light of Him or take His Name in vain. If we desire to have
greater boldness as witnesses for Him in this world where He
is still rejected, let us keep constantly before our souls the fact
that “I am a disciple whom JEsus loves.” The Lorp valued
John’s faithfulness and rewarded it by entrusting to him one
who was very dear indeed to His heart, His own Mother. Tt
seems to me that in this incident we have three things making
a sequence, viz., the personal sense of the LLorp’s love for me,
faithfulness to Him in His rejection, and a trust from the
Lorp. Sometimes we feel that the Lorp is not entrustmg us
with any work for Him. We would like 1o be of more service
to His people, or to help the lambs of the flock, but He does
not seem to give us the opportunity or the ability. Let us
work backwards. “Am I losing sight of His love for me?” or
“Am I being unfaithful to Him in my contacts with the
unconverted?” The Lorp keep us very sensitive in these
things! Response to His love here takes the character of
faithfulness to Him in His rejection, and the Lorp rewards it
by a special personal trust.
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The next instance where John uses the expression is in
chap. xx 2. The disciple whom JEesus loved is Eound in asso-
ciation with Simon Pecter. Here John describes himself also
‘as “the other disciple”, which links this incident with chap.
xviii. 15-17. Peter had denied the Lorp and John was aware
of it. Peter must have been sick at heart, but John evidently
regarded him as onc whom the Lorp loved (see a previous
article on chap. xi.). John did not boycott Peter or refuse to
be seen in his company. He knew the Lorp loved Peter as
onc of His own, and that Peter loved the Lorp. In due time
the Lorn Himsclf would take action for the complete restora-
tion of Pcter, but both here and at the beginning of chap. Xxi.
John is with Pcter. John's assurance that he himself was “the
disciple whom Jesus loved” led him to show grace and affec-
tion towards one who had failed shamefully in faithfulness.
Here is another practical example of response to the Lord’s
love. Let us not miss the practical lesson by importing
from another gospel the fact that Peter had already wept
bitterly, which is not recorded in the gospel of John. The
beloved disciple’s attitude towards Peter did not spring from
these tears but from the points referred to above as detailed
in this gospel.  Ilere again we find a reward (as it were)
attached. Ile and Peter jointly find the tomb empty, though
not yet understanding the full implications.  They went home
believing that the [Lord had been taken away out of the
sepulchre - — yer, when they later learnt the reality of His
resurrcction, they had the details of what they had seen in
the tomb to meditate on (compare verses 2, 8, 9, 18).
(To be continued) J. C. KEeLL.

Mr. W. ]. Hocking, for many years Editor of the BIBLE
MONTHLY, passed quietly into the presence of the Lorp
on April 1oth. His sterling qualities were largely hidden
by a self-cflacing manner. He was a man of Gob in the
Scriptural scnse of the term, namely, one who stands for
Gob in an cvil day; a gifted teacher too, whose life adorned
the doctrine; so unworldly-minded that when deserved
honours were conferred upon him, few were aware of them
until his obituary notices appeared.
Fuller notice (D.V.) by the Editor in next issue of
Letters of Interest.




61

Tola the Judge
(Judges x. 1, 2, 16)
By tHE Eprtor

OLA, the Judge, lived and died in obscurity so far as

records go, but his name is preserved in the Scripture as
that of a man who for twenty-three years of his life served
Gop and His people. His lot was cast in rough, rude, warlike
days, very troublesome times indeed, when the lamp of faith
flickered or burned but dimly. “There was no king in Israel,
and every man did what seemed right in his own eyes.” The
Book of Judges, in which the story of Tola occurs, is a series
of historical happenings not recorded chronologically, afford-
ing glimpses here and there of real faith in God, but on the
whole giving a sad picture of spiritual declension. Lawless-
ness and idolatry were rampant.

Before the book closes, even the grandson of Moses the law-
giver appears on the page as an established idolatrous priest
serving the well-nigh apostate tribe of Dan. How bad a man
can be when doing what is right in his own eyes, and how
patient and longsuffering Gop is even with such rebellious
creatures is the theme. Hence the disorder, discontent and
distress prevailing, which is called “the misery of Israel”.

A remarkable expression occurs in the tenth chapter where
we read: “His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel,” the
reference here being to Gop Himself. “His soul,” the soul of
Gop, implying an intensity of deep feeling; “was grieved,”
real concern springing from love and interest (we do not
grieve over those in whom we have no interest); “the misery of
Israel,” the wretchedness and misery caused by alienation
from Him. Well mav one of our English poets sing:

“The love of Gob is broader

Than the measure of man’s mind;
And the heart of the ETERNAL

Is most wonderfully kind.”

“His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.” What a
Gop this reveals! Anger, exasperation, wrath and severity
imav be justly aroused by cruelty. idolatry and rebellion; but
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concern, compassion and grief spring from love and interest.
“His soul grieved for the misery of Israel,” and as David
centuries later exclaimed in a moment of inspired wonder-
ment: “And is this the manner of man, O Lorp Gob?”

It was this care, too, for Israel, this grief on account of their
wretchedness and misery which made Tola arise to defend
Israel. “There arose to defend Israel” conveys a slightly dif-
ferent impression from the customary “the Lorp raised up
So-and-so.” It rather reveals a man feeling the sorrow, shame
and sin of the times, gricving over the dishonour to the Gop
he loved and served, and one who is in the line of Gop’s own
feeling about the misery of Israel.

But what can Tola with his handicaps do? Tola, we learn,
sprang from a very unlikely quarter from which to exgect a
deliverer of Israel. He was a man of Issachar, a tribe charac-
terised by lack of enterprise, love of ease and indolence, as
Genesis xlix. reveals. He was saddled with a pessimistic name,
given possibly on account of some physical infirmity, signify-
ing a worm. Yet Tola served Gop and His people for nearly
a quarter of a century. This is all we are told of him, but not
all we may learn from his brief story.

Tola’s life and service illustrate a principle of Gop’s method
still in using men in His service, as St. Paul teaches in 1 Cor.
i. 27-29. “Gop hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and Gop hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things that are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things that are despised, hath
Gob chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: that no flesh should glory in His presence.”

Tola, as we have remarked, appears as a man feeling, in his
measure, the sorrow, shame and sin of the people of Gob,
grieving over the dishonour to the Gob he loved, one who was
in the line of Gop’s own feelings when “His soul was grieved
for the misery of Isracl.” Are there any such to-day as they
ponder the condition in which the people of Gob are found?
But what can I. Tola, a worm, do in such circumstances is not
the question, rather. What can Gon do through me?

Once to instruct a wilful bur successful prophet we read,
“Gob prepared a worm” for His purpose, and Tola, the worm,
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being ready to defend Israel, Gop uses and sustains in His
service for three and twenty years—indeed until he died. Gop
can usc any, and He does use every suitable instrument, how-
ever lowly and apparently handicapped.

Everything depended upon being in the curirent of Gon’s
mind, 1n the line of His purpose for Tola in his day, and also
for ourselves in our day. Then, as the Apostle Paul so
exultantly said, “I can do all things through Curist which
strengtheneth me”; for when I am weak, then am I strong,
since He has said, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”

The story of this obscure but useful servant of Gop is one of
those things “written aforetime that we through patience and
comfort of the Scripture might have hope.” However
unfavourable the circumstances and obscure the position, it
still remains to be seen what Gop can do cven in these days
through one fully yielded to Him, and sharing His interests in
the welfare of His people.

—_—————

Should Not Qur Hearts Rejoice

H OW often on life’s journey we resemble the two disciples
on the road to Emmaus—we “Walk and are sad”. The
manner of our communications one with another are such
that we are burdened, filled with sorrow and disappointment;
as though the One who “Hath done all things well”, had not
done so well after all.

There arc occasions, no doubt, when we should mourn and
afflict our souls because of our own careless wavs or on account
of the failures of our brethren, seeking Gop’s face and blessing
for ourselves or for them. In Eccles. iii. we are told there is
a time for everv purpose—“A time to weep and a time to
laugh”. The 126th Psalm speaks of a time to laugh—the
weeping time generally precedes the joy, as the fifth verse
shows. We read, “When the Lorp turned again the captivity
of Zion, we were like them that drecam. Then was our mouth
filled with laughter and our tongue with gnging.”

. Has not the Lonrp turned our captivity?  And should not
our communication one with another be of such a nature that
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our mouths are filled with laughter and our tongues with
singing, in a spiritual sense?

The difficulty really is too often we are “Slow of heart to
believe.” We are in much the same position and attitude of
heart as the disciples of old: conscious of the power of evil
around us, we know the Curist of Gob, our only hope is hated
and rejected and there we stop. As we commune one with
another it is too often concerning the evil which surrounds us
and casts a shadow over our souls; our communications
deepen the shadow until it becomes truly oppressive instead
of being dispersed.

I have said, “there we stop,” and so it is; one would think
that like the two on the Emmaus road we had never looked
into the empty tomb, had not yet heard that blessed voice,
“Peace be unto you.” Or those soul-thrilling tones of gracious
reproach, “Reach hither thy hand and thrust it into My side;
and be not faithless but believing.”

There is a measure of excuse if the gloom of sorrow and
unbelief had settled upon the hearts of these two as they
trudged toward Emmaus, but there is none for us. Our ‘place
in Gop’s programme is a different one. They were still in the
shadows of Calvary; the lying accusations, the contradictions,
the brutalities and blasphemies which had characterised their
MasTER’s trial and crucifixion had affected them, and the
force of evil as a heavy pall was not yet lifted from their hearts
by those soul-entrancing words, “All power is given unto Me
in Heaven and in earth!” The confirmation of His resurrec-
tion triumph had not reached them, and the sunbeams of
glory radiating from the Victor’s brow had not yet dispersed
the gloom!

But though we still walk in the same valley where the
shadow of Calvary may, indeed should reach our souls, yet for
us the Lorp’s resurrection has been fully authenticated and
the sun has risen upon the mount of glory, flooding with its
radiancy our pathway through this vale of tears! The full
significance of His@riumph as far as it concerns our eternal
redemption has been recorded for us upon the pages of holy
writ and preached from the housc-tops in the power of the
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Hory Spirit by those who have tasted and experienced the
blessedness of that triumph, so that we are without excuse.

But, “Fools, slow of heart to believe” is applicable to us as
to those who walked beside our Divine Saviour on the road to
Emmaus. We too need His reviving communications that
our hearts might indeed “burn within us”. Then surely we
will be moved to say, “Abide with us.”

Blessed Lorp and MasTER indeed abide with us lest the
shadows of evil and the gloom of unbelief return to weigh
down and oppress these feeble, failing hearts. What but
Thy blessed voice can disperse the clouds and mists that linger
in the valley we are treading?

O Lorb, deign to walk beside us on life’s road, keep us near
Thyself, let Tgy communicarions be frequent that our hearts
may often “burn within us”. Lorp Jesus, by Thy Seirmr
open unto our minds and hearts the blessed Scriptures that
we may enter in some feeble way into Thy sufferings, and that
it may be borne in upon us that Thou hast truly entered into
Thy glory. Thus will our spirits be sanctified and lifted out
of this sphere where the fogs of unbelief and the shadows of
sorrow so often dim or blot out Thy glorious light; lifted up
into that heavenly sphere where Thou art.

E. O. HEwLETT.

Responses to the Lord’s Love—3
(continued from page 60)

The last chapter of the gospel brings before us at least
threc other incidents illustrating John’s response to the
Lorp’s love. We find him in company with six other disciples,
including Peter. A sensc of the Lorp’s love to me, and that
He loves His own which are in the world, will lead me to
seek the companionship of His own. And not only so, but as
a disciple whom Jesus loves, I shall be quick to recognise Him
in His actions and to own Him Lorp. It was the disciple who
was primarilv occupied with the fact that Jesus loved him
who was quick to say “It is the Lorp” (verse 7). Later in the
chapter we find the disciple whom Jesus loved following the
risen.Lord. He had learnt. in blessed nearness to the Lorp.
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the secrets of His heart (as it were); he had followed Him in
His rejection into the palace of the high priest; he had stood
by the Cross; he had seen the empty tomb, and the Risen
Lorp; he is following Him still. In what way does the Lorn
show His appreciation of such response to Iis love? He
speaks to Peter of him in such a way as to bring before John's
heart the hope of His coming again in John’s lifetime, “if 1
will that he tarry till I come.” The more deeply we lay hold
of the love of the Lorp for us the more vivid will be the
expectation of His coming again.

Finally, the assurance that he was “the disciple whom Jesus
loved” led John to testify of these things, and to write these
things” (verse 24). We are inclined to think of public testimony
first, but the order in which these matters are mentioned by
the apostle, under the guidance of the Hory SeiriT, is clear.
John’s deep consciousness of the Lorp’s love for him was used
by the HoLy SpiriT to give him the intimate insight into the
thoughts and words of the Lorp JEsus, and the communion
of the Fatier and the Son, which specially characterise this
gospel. In our mcasure it will be the same in our case. Deep
assurance in our own souls that the Lorp loves us will make
all the differcnce to our testimony in our daily walk, our pre-
sentation of the gospel message, our service and attitude to
the Lorp’s people.

There are doubtless many other lessons to be learnt from
all these incidents but the writer has found it both refreshing
and instructive—-also corrective—to consider them as illustrat-
ing response to the Lord’s love, and the ways the Lorp re-
wards such response. May the Lorp give us all such an
assurance of His love for us individually that these responses
mav be reproduced in us.

J. C. Kevrr.

Head or Headquarters
By Quartus

ERUSALLEM, Jupbea, AntiocH, RoME, CONSTANTINOPLE,
CanTERBURY, LonDox, are all great names in the history of
Christendom, each at some period suggesting to certain minds
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a kind of hcadquarters of the faith and order of Christianity
The first three have long since dropped out of the reckoning
though once exercising great influence over many Christian
minds. The next three, however, are still regarded by
thousands of professing Christians as occupying in a special
degree the place which the first three held in the first century
of the Christian era. Upon what may their respective claims
be based is a reasonable enquiry; this we proceed to show.

JERUSALEM

JErusaLEM could rightly claim that here the church began
on the Day of Pentecost; that here the gospel was first
preached with the power of the HorLy Spirit then sent down
from heaven; that here the Apostles remained long after the
faith had spread almost universally; that here James the
Lorp’s brother presided over the first, and only authentic
Council of the church; that from here the first encyclical was
sent forth to the faithful with the solemn authoritative
imprimatur “It seemed good to the HoLy GHosT and to us”;
and it was here the Apostle of the Gentiles spent a fortnight
with Peter, the undoubted chief of the Apostolic college; here
also St. Paul returned with Barnabas and Titus, two men of
some importance in the church, and interviewed James,
Cephas and John who he says “scemed to be pillars of the
church” there. One ceases o wonder that to many in those
days Jerusalem appeared to be the headquarters of the church
and faith of Christianity. However the Apostle Paul left it on
record for all time, “But Jerusalem which is above . . . is the
mother of us all.”

JUDEA

(“T'he apostles and brethren that were in Judea . . . and
certain men which came down from Judea and taught the
brethren.”—Acts x1i. 1; xv. 1.)

Jupbea was a place full of thrilling associations with the
Christian faith. Tt was in Bethlehem of Judea that our Lorp
came into this scene: it was from Bethany He left the world to
go to the FaTHER; it was in Judea that semc of His greatest
works were done as signs by which He manifested His glory
as the Apostle John records. TJericho in Judea was the great
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residential suburb of Jerusalem and when “a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith” many of these would
most certainly continue to “go down from Jerusalem to
Jericho” the city of palm trees as in the story of the Good
Samaritan. These naturally are among the brethren that were
in Judea. Living in Judea might well seem to invest their
teaching with some importance as coming down from head-
quarters. But it was then, as now, the Heap Whose impot-
tance to the members of His body far surpasses any local
temporary headquarters. Hence when “certain men which
came down from Judea taught the brethren, and said, Except
ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be
saved, Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputa-
tion with them.”

Their doctrine was all wrong, mixing Judaism with Chris-
tianity, even though they hailed from a place with such respec-
table associations as Judea undoubtedly possessed. In those
early days, as St. John in his Epistles strenuously urged upon
his readers, it was the truth taught by a teacher which
accredited him to the faithful. indeed the only credentials
acknowledged by the Apostle.

ANTIOCH

(“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

—Acts x3. 26.)

Tt was here that Barnabas and Paul ministered for one whole
vear and established the multitude of converts made through
the missionary work of a number of men of Cyprus and
Cyrene who had been driven from Jerusalem by the persecu-
tion following Stephen’s martyrdom. AnTiocH rapidly became
a centre of Christian witness. It was the third largest city in
the world then, people of all classes being attracted there. In
the church too there soon appeared prophets and teachers,
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen, foster-
brother of King Herod and others, while a great body of
people filled with missionary zeal and noted for generous care
tor poorer fellow Christians in a few vears caused Antioch to
be regarded as the mother church of Gentile Christianity.

At first Jerusalem was regarded bv thousands as the centre
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of the faith, but after the fall of the city in AD. 70 and the
weakening thereby of Jewish Christianity, the great cities of
the Empire, Antioch at first, then Rome and later Alexandria
gradually tended to be regarded as centres for the surrounding
churches scattered abroad. From Asia Minor to Rome the
apostolic custom of sending letters of commendation as men-
tioned in 2 Corinthians iii. was steadily observed; these with
discipline within, and persecution without, serving to maintain
the fellowship and to preserve outward unity.

But the spell which Antioch once exerted over the minds of
many in that day, has with Jerusalem and Judea been dis-
solved so that they no longer are regarded as they once were
as being headquarters of the faith.

ROME AND CONSTANTINOPLE

In the year 330 ConsTanNTINOPLE, the New RomE, was dedi-
cated by Constantine as the rival of Imperial Rome where
Christianity had been domiciled before receiving any visit
from an Apostle. No doubt the “strangers of Rome” among
the crowds in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost carried the
gospel there upon their return. It was to these that in A.D. 56
St. Paul addressed his great doctrinal epistle from which we
learn that the faith of the Roman Christians was then spoken
of throughout the whole world.

But to the Easterns, Constantinople became the successor of
Antioch, the centre of the Orthodox believers, and mother of
the Greek and Russian churches. For the appearance of Con-
stantine on the throne brought relief from persecution, relaxa-
tion of discipline in the true sense, and an influx of worldly
position by the patronage of the Emperor. It has been well
and often remarked that while persecution purifies, patronage
corrupts. So, great changes in the outward profession of
Christianity speedily followed, not for the better.

Rome had great prestige, but Constantinople had a more
extensive and far more popular jurisdiction than old Rome
possessed, and Christianity became regarded as a portion of
the State, and its ministers as being officers thereof.

Christianity having been firmly established for three cen-
turies in Rome she had inevitably become to be regarded as
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the centre for the West; and by the great schism of the ninth
century leading in the cleventh to the final separation between
Grecks and Latins, steadily developed into a world organisa-
tion and a virtual monarchy. A baptised Caesar with a
Christian name was now claiming to be the Vicar of CHrist
and Rome to be the church exclusively. To-day this claim is
alas accepted by millions to be the headquarters of Chris-
tianity and Peter claimed as her first Pope. Scripture however
fails to substantate these claims, and the acid test is, “To the
law and to the testimony : if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isa. viu. 20.)

CANTERBURY

In our own times CANTERBURY with her appeal to Scripture,
sacrament and tradition is regarded by many thousands of
English-speaking Christians as the mother church of
Anglicanism, and claims by the branch theory to be one with
Rome and the Easterns. True, the claim is rejected by Rome
absolutely, while only in a partial degree being admitted by
the Orthodox.

With a cleaner record than Rome, greater liberty than the
Eastern varieties of Christianity, more learning and culture
than cither, Canterbury enjoys a full mecasure in the world of
the pre%tige of old Rome. The recognised centre in the
jO* mplre and Commonwealth of this far-flung rellglous com-
munion Canterbury is decidedly on the religious map in the
twentieth century.

The declaration by her bishops at the great Lambeth Con-
ference in 1920 is revealing as to her estimate of the position
enjoyed by her. “It is not by reducing the different groups
of Christians to uniformity, but by rightly using their diversity
that the Church can become all things to all men. So long as
there is vital connexion with the HEap there is positive value
in the differentation of the members.” They go on to argue
that this differentiation is not incompatible with union in one
visible soc1ety

But, is the church intended “to be all things to all men”?

Who said so, except the assembled bishops? Certainly not
Scripture.
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Is she not rather an unearthly body witnessing to her absent
Heap under the guidance of the HoLy Sprrit, the true Vicar
of Curist, Who also indwells her? Jerusalem, Judea, Antioch,
Constantinople, Rome and Canterbury. Yes, maybe, but who
cver heard of London as a headquarters of Christianity?

Yet one has heard of Christians, English-speaking, who own
no allegiance to Rome or Canterbury, asking in connection
with some ecclesiastical matter, What does London say? One
such company has even been described as the “London party”,
whose decisions in matter of discipline and doctrine must be
accepted under pain of suspension.

THE HEAD

How wisely Lambeth stressed “vital connexion with the
Heap” yet gave no explanation of so important a point for
every Christian. Neither was it stated that such connexion is
not mechanical but organic, and wholly spiritual. In his
cpistle to the Colossian saints and faithful brethren, the
Apostle sounds a warning note against a grave danger in those
days and not less in our own. It is against the danger of “not
holding fast the Heap, from which all the body by joints and
bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of Gop.” Chapter i. 18 leaves us
in no doubt as to Whom “the Heap” refers. By the analogy of
the human body where the head is the source of all interest,
wisdom, direct union and direction for all the members, we
may clearly learn its application to the Divine Society, the
Church which is His body. To it He is the source of unfailing
interest in all that concerns it; He is also the unerring fount
of wisdom, Who has therefore given gifts in order that His
members mav grow up to Him in all things; the union with
Himself is secured and maintained so that each and everyone
ic “one Spirit with the Lorp”; He is also the sole source of
direction for the members of His body in their activities and
fruit-bearing for “Without Me ve can do nothing” (St. John
xv. 6).

Therefore we are bidden to “hold fast the Heap,” which
implies the refusal of any medium between CurisT and the
soul of the belicver. To test everything by Him ecclesiastically
or otherwise is a proof of holding fast the Heap.
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Not headquarters on earth, but holding fast the Heap, Who
is in heaven, to Whom all authority is given, is peace and
spiritual prosperity for the lowliest, humblest, weakest member
of His body.

The Passover Lamb

(Exodus xti.; 1 Corinthians v.)

THE Passover was the first of the feasts instituted by
Jenovau for His people, while they were yet in the land of
bondage. Its celebration marked the beginning of a new
epoch in Gop’s dealings with them. It was to be a feast of
remembrance kept on the first month, -to serve as a constant
memorial of the manner and the means of Gon’s wonderful
work of delivering them from the land of Egypt, the house of
bondage. In the subsequent history of Gopb’s earthly people,
the keeping of the Passover is associated with times of revival
(Josh. v., Ezra vi., etc), and will be kept again when Gobp
brings His pcople back to the Land (Ezek. xlv.).

For us as Christian believers, it has importance as setting
forth the Lorp Jesus as the Lams of Gop. The Passover
Lamb would remind the Israelites of their deliverance from
slavery, and the title of CHRisT as the “Lamp of Gop” reminds
us always of Him Who shed His blood for us on Calvary’s
Cross. When John the Baptist bears witness to Jesus as the
Lams of Gop, he also testifies that He is the Son of Gop. May
we not say that Gobp took pleasure in this title which our Lorp
Jesus assumes as having particular reference to His sufferings
and death on the Cross, by which Gop’s glory and man’s
blessing was secured?

In Revelation xxi. the bride is there spoken of as the Lamp’s
wife, and here again the title reminds us of the sufferings
which He passed through to acquire for Himself His heavenly
partner. Through eternal ages the Lama will be the centre
and object of worship and praise, absorbing the affection of
the hearts of all the redeemed myriads in that timeless day of
His glory. In that place of light, love and joy, in perfect con-
formity to His own desire for each one, the Lams shall engage
cach heart, the HoLy SpIrIT leading every heart to worship, in
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Never shall that Name be forgotten, it will remain in
imperishable remembrance to all cternity, touching a sweet if
solemn chord in every heart, to remind of the travail deep and
sorrowful, which He endured for us.

Earthly kingdoms may rise and fall; we feeble mortals may
be distressed and fearful in these troubled and difficult days;
but let us never forget that there is One who is over and above
it all. In calm repose, then let the peace of Gop preside in
our hearts as trustﬁll and confiding we seek to walk with Gon,
looking for the blessed hope, and living in the light of His
glorious Appearing.

O Saviour come and claim us,
Thy glory we would see:

Changed to Thy blessed likeness,
Conformeéd unto Thee,

Lorp Jesus crowned in glory,
At Gopo’s right hand in heaven;
Adored by all who love Thee,
All praise to Thee be given.

O Lorb, our hearts expectant,
Anticipate that day

Of bridal joy and gladness,
For which we watch and pray.

How full Thy joy to greet us,
Called out by sovereign grace!
To be presented faultless,
Before Thy FatHeEr’s face!

In glory bright, eternal,
When earthly things are past;
With Thee in light unfading,
QOur hearts shall rest at last.

Gop’s rest with Thee and Thine, Lorp,
In that blest Home above!
To know in sweet communion,
The fulluess of Thy love.
L. Howson.



Sparkling Gems

A few more tears, a few more shadows, and then the voice
of Gop shall say: “Come up hither”, and into the presence of
our Lorp we shall go.

* * * a*

What we want is to preach ChrisT in scason and out of
season.

* * * *

Oh! that the loss of a soul may arouse us, that we may know
what it means!

>* * * *

There is no doubt that every believer can find something to
do for CHgrisr, if he is thoroughly in earnest and ready to do
that work to which Gop calls him.

* * 3* *

It is a good dcal better for Christians to say, “Let us do it”,
than to say, “You do it”.

* * * %*

We ought to shine in this dark world as lights set upon a
hill that cannot be hid.
* * * *

If I am a child of Gop and yet make an idol of my money,
of my gifts, of my time, or of anything in this world, then I
shall be sure to lose it. Gop will take it away in love to me—
although I shall not think it love at the time. But if I work
for Gop, if T spend money, gifts, time, everything I have for
Him, then I lay it up in hcaven and that is a very good bank.
It will not fail and T shall have a whole eternity to enjoy it! |
shall have it there when I go. This is arithmetic which any-
one can understand.

* * * *

Read the 103td Psalm and mark how the Psalmist bids u-
“forget not all His benefits”. Someone has said we cannot
remember them all, but we must not forget them all.

* * * *

The thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians is one of those
chapters we ought to read very often. 1 think there are some
chapters in the Bible we ought to read on our knees and this
is one of them.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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The Comforter—The Holy Spirit
(8t. John xiv. 26)

By tHE Epnior

HE characteristic blessing of the Christian dispensation
T is the presence of the HoLy Seirir “Whom,” said our
Lorp, “the I‘PATHER will send in My Name”. This promise
was fulfilled by the coming of the SpiriT on the day of Pente-
cost to form the church, and abide in, and with, all true
believers for ever. As definitely as at the Incarnation of the
SoN when “Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the days of Herod
the King”, so did the HoLy Seirit the COMFORTER come on the
day of Pentecost at Jerusalem.

Everywhere in Scripture the Hory Spirit the COMFORTER is
referred to as a Person, therefore, as One possessing mind,
emotions and will. Hence, we read of “the mind of the
SeiriT” {Rom. viii. 27); “the love of the SeiriT” (Rom. xv. 30);
and the will of the Spirit “dividing to every man severally as
He will” (1 Cor. xii. 11.) The Eersonality of the HoLy Sprrit
as exercising His will is shown by His action when the gospel
came to Europe, “forbidding them to preach in Asia”, and
not allowing them to go into Bithynia (Acts xvi. 6, 7). Most
marked of all is the word in Acts xiii. 2-4, “the HorLy GHosT
said, separate ME Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto
I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed,
and laid their hands on them (a sign of full fellowship with
them, they sent them awl:_ily, (lit: they let them go). So they,
being sent forth by the HoLy GHost, departed.” Here, most
clear%y, is the will of a Person shown in the call and com-
mission of these apostolic servants of Gop. The SeiriT it is
who calls, and dismisses them, to special service, while the
church recognising this “lets them go” with expressions of
their fullest fellowship in their mission. This calling and
commissioning is what the Spirir of Gop keeps in His own
hands delegating it to none, it is His prerogative, as being
the Vicar of Carist during His absence on iigh.

The HoLy Spirrr came as our Lorp promised, to be the
ComrorTER, GuiDE and Herper of His own in the world as
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the expression of His own love to the uttermost (St. John xiii.
1). So in the Epistle 1o the Romans (viii. 16, 26) this gracious
ministry is in a sense paraphrased thus, The SpiriT itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
Gop. Likewise, the SpiriT also helpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should pray t}:; as we ought: but the
Seirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.

The word CoMFORTER is but an attempt to translate the title
of this Divine Person, the PAracLETE, being the word used by
our Lord in St. John concerning Him. It also occurs in
John’s first Epistle referring there to the Lorp Jesus and is
translated Apbvocate. Nelther COMFORTER nor ADVOCATE
fully expresses its meaning. Both and even something be-
yond, would be required to do this. As J. N. Darby remarks,
“It is one who carries on the cause of any one and helps him.
This CurisT did on earth; this (1 John ii.) He does now in
heaven, and the Hory SpiriT on earth: ‘manages our cause,
our affairs, for us’. If ‘solicitor’ were not too common, it just
answers the sense.”

When introducing the subject of the sending of the Sprir,
the Lorp made the startling announcement to the disciples,
“It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I tgo not away,
the ComrorTER will not come unto you; but if I depart, I
will send Him unto you.” It seemed hard to believe that
another could take His place who had been all to them for the
past three years or more. Expedient, profitable! Yet He
had prefaced this announcement with the solemn assevera-
tion, “Nevertheless, I tcll you the truth,” the I being very
emphatic in the statement.

How could it possibly be, may well have arisen in their
minds as the words fell upon their ears. “He shall be in you,”
is the answer to the question whether raised then or now.
“Now we have rcceived, not the spirit of the world, but the
Seirit which is of Gop that we may know the things which
have been freely given us of God.”

They had been, as Peter described the larger band of disci-
ples, “men which have companied with us all the time the Lorp
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Jesus went in and out among us,” Who were now to learn
that it was expedient, more profitable to them “even though
they had had known Curist after the flesh, yet now hence-
forth to know Him so no more”.

The presence of the HorLy Spirit as the characteristic
blessing of the Christian dispensation is shown not only as
indwelling individual believers so that they are each a temple
of the Hory Serrr in which Gob is to be glorified by life and
testimony in the service of CHrist, but as constituting the
whole company of believers an habitation of Gop through the
Spirrr.  He indeed taking a position as the one, the abiding,
and the only centre of authority, in matters of faith and
doctrine. “P{e that hath an ear let him hear what the SeiriT
saith unto the churches,” is the word in the Apocalypse to
the seven churches in Asia literally then, significantly and
symbolically now.

For alas! the characteristic sin of Christendom from almost
as soon as the Apostles had departed has been its attitude
towards the Hory SpiriT. It is true that out of all the apparent
disagreement and disruption which now marks the outward
professing body, there will come the glorious Church with
no sign of age or weakness, which Curist will present unto
Himself; but what of present individual responsibility? The
unity of the body is maintained by the indwelling of all its
members by the HoLy Spirir Who formed it

But that very fact only accentuates the importance of not
grieving Him by coldness and worldiness in forgetting the
love of our espousals to CarisT the Lover of our souls, the
Bridegroom of the Church. For it is the Hory Seirit (Who
csheds abroad the love of Gop in our hearts, and therefore,
because He loves is grieved by any lack of response as He
seeks to engage our thoughts, our hcarts, our lives with the
absent Lorp Whom He is indwelling us in order to glorify.

The HoLy SpiriT may also be quenched, or stifled, by our
own careless indifference to His voice in the Scriptures, as
also by our testimonty being hindcred by submitting to re-
straints in worship, fellowship and service unwarranted by
Scripture.
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Are There Two Bibles?
By Quartus

¢ ATHER, are there two Bibles?” was the enquiry of a
small child at dinner time recently, after returning
from the morning meeting.

“Why do you ask, my dear?” said the father.

“Because that man read something that wasn’t in mine—
it was quite different,” was her reply with a rather puzzled
expression on her face.

The man in question had been reading from ]J.N.D’s
translation, an immense help in private reading and study,
but never intended for public reading. Indeed, the transla-
tor himself always used the English Bible, the Authorised
Version, in all his public ministl"};.

Even very young ones like the child mentioned can be
puzzled, older ones confused, and everyone irritated by the
unseasonable practice of reading from other than the Author-
ised Version of Scripture in the public assemblies. As a lad,
the writer himself was often puzzled by this which also
stirred questioning in his mind as to the trustworthiness of
the Bible itself. Yet this foolish habit persists with some.

The spate of translations following the R.V. and Darby,
Young, &eymouth, Moffatt, American Standard, Wands and
Phillips, all valuable in differing degrees for private reading
and study, will never displace the A.V. for public reading.
Nor did their authors intend this to happen any more than
Darby.

TalZe the New translation by J.N.D. with which many of
our readers are conversant. First, as to its rendering let
Darby speak for himself. “My endeavour has been to present
to the merely English reader the original as closely as possible.
Those who make a version for public use must of course
adapt their course to the public. Such has not been my object
or thought, bur 1o give to the student of Scripture, who cannot
read the original, as close a translation as possible. There are
some remarks I would desire to make on the English Author-
ised Version, which would debar me from attempting to
correct it. Its value and beauty arc known, and I need not
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dilate. I have lived upon it, though of courze studying the
Greek myself; 1 have no wish to undecrrate it.”

When the Revised Version was bcing made, Darby’s trans-
lation of the New Testament was critically examined and used
by the company of Revisers. Two of the best of them, as a
result, felt moved to write to Mr. William Kelly, who had
himself revised Darby’s Synopsis of the Bible, saying, “they
were astonished at an amount of painstaking research ex-
ceeding that of most if not all”.

Darby sacrificed literary style to literal accuracy resulting
in a certain abruptness of style but compensated by invaluable
footnotes which in the judgment of these competent critics
betokened true scientific scholarship.

The late editor of the Bible Monthly, Mr. W. ]J. Hocking,
expressed his thoughts very definitely upon the unseasonable
habit of using the New Translation for public reading. This
is what he wrote a year or two ago in a private letter, “I know
of no valid reason why the New Translation by J.N.D. three-
quarters of a century and more ago should now take the place
in this and other English-speaking countries of our excellent
AV. for assembly use. In other countries, especially in
Roman Catholic ones, its use in the assemblies may be fully
justified on other grounds, such as the difficulty of obtaining
for general use sufficient copies of a reliable Protestant Ver-
sion printed in the local language.

But what serious fault can be found with the prevalent
practice in this country of meetings for worship, for prayer
or the Lorp’s SurpEr, making use of the A.V. familiar to all?

To set aside altogether the translation to which raints in
this country are accustomed, would prove a hindrance not
a help to united assembly fellowship in their spiritual exercises
before the Lorbp.

In Bible readings and in ministry of the Word, as well as
in personal and private meditation and study, the intelligent
use of J.N.D’s version is of inestimable value through the
help it affords to the correct understanding of the Scriptures
as they were written by holy men of Gop inspired in their
work by the Hory Semrit. To provide such help was Mr.
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Darby’s sole object when his translation of the New Testanient
was first published.” A word to the wise should be sufficient,
so that all be for edification in the public assembly.

Reflections after a Reading on Exodus
XXXIi.

M OSLS, in the mountain with Gob, was an object for faith
for Israel, even as CHRisT in glory is for us. Burt Israel,

losing their faith, demanded something visible and tangible.

Aaron allowed their request, and fashioned a calf from their

gold—“These be thy Fods, O Isracl”—and made a proclama-

tion—"“tomorrow is a feast to Jenovan”.

CHrist is in glory. This was the theme of the apostles;
this was the revelation that not only converted Paul, but held
him on his course until it was finished with jov. Do we know
Curist therer—or are we satisfied with the One who walked
this scene, and died here for our sins? This would leave us
tied to the earth, but the present Object for our faith is in
glory. He is there to support us in the way by His gracious
and never-failing intercession, but He is there also to detach
our affections from this scene. “For their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth”
(John xvii. 19). He is there as tcad of His Body, the
Assembly, and from Him alone, in the power of the Serrrr,
comes nourishment and increase (Col. ii 19).

Israel’s faith failed. They craved for some visible object
that they might be artached to. It is remarkable that the
SPiriT does not credit them with faith from the crossing of
the Red Sea until they reached Jericho. (Fleb. xi. 29-30). The
wilderness journey was given over to idolatry—the governmen-
tal dealing of Gop for this first failure. They made a calf
in those days . . . “Then Gop turned, and gave them up to
worship the host of heaven” (See Acts vii. 39-43). The cEnar—
actor of idolatry is this, that it puts something, visible and
tangible, in the place of a CHrist Who, hidden in the heavens,
may be known only to faith and by the Sewir.
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This is what Christendom has done. While we may recog-
nise it clearly in the ritual that is so attractive to the natural
man, we must also recognise it in cverything that man does,
that is not in the power of the Spirim, or that usurps His
authority and place. The tendency for this is in each of our
hearts. We crave that which is attractive—not necessarily in
open show, but perhaps in its more subtle form of that which
pleases the mind rather than the scnses. Our link, our only
link in living power with our absent Head is the HoLy Spirir,
and never, except He be ungrieved, can we know that com-
munion with CHrist which alone can lead us into acceptable
worship or service. Everything that displaces the Hory
Seirit is idolatry of the same character as that into which
Israel fell.

If we speak plainly, what is it? It is every natural attraction
that is not CHRIsT; music, or sociability, or the smooth organ-
isation of competent men; that adulteration of the pure Word
which makes it palatable; the name of a servant exalted in
the heart to take the place that CHrist Himself should occupy
{Song. i. 7-8). It is everything that displaces the HoLy Sprrit;
lack of subjection to Him in our gathering together; lack of
regard for what He has caused to be written, that we might
know His power unhinderedly. Itis a turning again to Egypt
in the heart, which the SpiRIT assures us was behind Israel’s
idolatry (Acts vii. 39), because we cannot bear the exercise of
faith, cannot face the reproach of an absent Christ. For He
1s not seen and the world cannot understand and scorns, what
it cannot see; but believers “look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not
seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 1v. 18). And what are we doing when
we turn our eyes to temporal thingst We are exchanging our
glory for the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.

That treasure which Jemovan had given Israel, and which
was to adorn His own dwelling, is used to displace Him from
His proper glory as the One who had brought them up out
of Egypt. His own high priest takes the leading part in
producing the idol, and uses his authority to attach to it the
name of Jemovan. How grievously does Aaron go astray,
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and yet how much we should have relied upon him! What
a lesson for us all,

To learn the true character of this idolatry was a very bitter
draught for Israel (verse 20). It had shamed them before all,
and made Gop’s enemies to rejoice, and they might not escape
His just government. And so it is for us. We learn how
we have despised our absent Lomp, setting up idols in our
hearts, and we prove the bitter vanity of our own imaginations.
But more bitter to natural affection is to regain the power
of the truth. Levi discovered this. They said then, as the
remnant of Israel will say later on, “What have I to do any
more with idols?” (Hos. xiv. 8). To go back and put right
what has gone wrong; 1o vindicate Gop’s glory in connection
with what has been given up is an act that turns the sword
against brethren, and divides the home against itself. It
requires the power of the SpmmiT to act in this way, and only
true devotion to Carist Himself can say, “unto his father and
to his mother, 1 have not seen him; neither did he acknow-
ledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have
observed thy word”. Nevertheless, here alone is Gob’s blessing
in these circumstances, and, bitter as they may be, the Lorp
Himself has passed through them Himself (Matt. xii. 46-30),
and is able to succour and to sympathise with ail who tread
the same path. For the overcomer there waits the precious
privilege that contrasts so strongly with the idolatry that has
been thus effectively judged, to “put incense before thee, and
whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar” (Deut, xxxiii. g-10).

(Contributed by D.E.B)

—_—

On the “Open Meeting”
(1 Cor. xit.-xtv.)
Reprinted by Request
NE priceless privilege of the Church of Gob is the “Open )
MEETING” where an assembly consisting of few or many

individuals is gathered on Scnp{ural ground in or to the
Name of the Lorp Jesus Curist. There the Hory Sririr,
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the real Vicar of Christ, is present to guide the human spirits
of the worshippers in worship, praise, prayer and, or, ministry,
as He in His divine wisdom knows to be acceptable to Gop
and beneficial for His people.

Christendom, however, has generally ignored this great
privilege or abused it. If this assertion strikes the reader as
being either untrue or uncharitable, will he calmly consider
the condtions prevailing in the company of believers with
whom he statedly assembles himself? Then let such an one
compare the public spiritual exercises with what is written in
the three chapters at the head of this paper. It will be sur-
prising if sharp contrasts between modern church practice
and divine order do not force themselves upon the attention
of the devoutr and intelligent observer.

That this subject should be a matter of concern to every
Christian is evident from the Epistle of which these chapters
form a not inconsiderable part. For the Epistle is addressed
to “the Church of Gop at Corinth . . . with all that in every
place call upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. i. 2).
Yet strangely enough the vast bulk of Christian professors
make no attempt to be found in circumstances where the
principles of 1 Cor. xiv. could possibly be carried out.

Rome, with her gorgecus ceremonial; the Anglican body,
with her stately ordered services; the Free Churches (so-called),
each with its individual and independent polity—none of
these make pretensions to being companies of “purged wor-
shippers” (Heb. x. 2) gathered to the Name of the Lorp Jesus
apart from all worldly systems, ideas, and material adjuncts to
worship. On the contrary, institutionalism, business adminis-
tration and every kind of material help in art, music and
ecclesiastical furniture, that human piety can devise and money
purchase, are pressed into the service of religion to assist in
accomplishing the worship and service of Gop in a seemly,
reverent and satisfactory manner, according to their ideas.

Yet “Gop . . . dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
neither is worshipped with men’s hands” (Acts xvii. 24, 25).
Also the ancient word abides with its piercing enquiry, “Hath
the Lorp as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the Voice of the Lorp? Behold; to obey is
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better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams”
(1 Sam. xv. 22). Could words state the case more clearly to
command the assent and consequent obedicnce of any willing
child or servant of Gob?

What if amid the stately order of well-appointed and care-
fully arranged services, ostensibly in His honour, Gop beholds
only the grossest disorder and spiritual disarrangement!
Where, to-day in church, chapel, or undenominational mission,
however well conducted, is to be found that godly order given
to the Church of God in 1 Cor. xiv? *

With the fullest recognition and appreciation of the genuine
piety and Christian work found in many communicants and
members of congregations otherwisc assembled, what can one
truthfully say but that they have a zeal for Gob but not
according to the knowledge of His written word. Else why
the glaring discrepancy between Gob’s church order and their
own?

Our concern, however, here is not so much with these vast
humanly-devised ecclesiastical systems of Christian worship,
whether they be hoarv with antiquity or dewy with modernity,
as with those companies of believers who profess to be gathered
to the Name of the Lorp Jesus in obedience to His word
and in subjection to the Spmr of Gop. Here, surely, agree-
ment as to the priceless perllege of the “Opex MEETING” may
be expected; most certainly it will not be entirely 1gnored by
such. At the meeting for the “Breakine of Breap” (Acts xx.
7), the semblance of an “Open MEETING” is perforce main-
tained. But for other occasions of assembling themselves to-
gether, many, alas, appear to have quietly given it up entirely.
Others confess to secret misgivinge as to its practicability
and while not definitely giving it up, nor really admitting its
1mpract1cab1htv yet often arrange for an address at a fellow-
ship meeting (so-called) as being on the whole likely to be
more profitable for the edificarion of the assembled company.
Three questions arise in this connection; first, Is this kind of
action right? Secondly, Why is it this is necessary? And
thirdly, What can be done to remedy this? The last of these
rather answers the others, but it may help to consider them
all.
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1. Is it right to throw overboard what is presented to us
in Scriprure applying to the Church of Gop at Corinth and
all that in every place call upon the Name of Jesus Curist our
Lorp, both theirs and ours?

Put thus baldly and bluntly the question answers itself—
by a decided negative. No, no company of believers who
therefore form part of the Church of Gop and locally are a
witness to this, can ever afford to ignore or surrender one of
the priceless privileges belonging to them.

2. Why is this necessary or rather considered necessary,
then? y is it that some find the “Open MEETING” im-
practicable and in their opinion unprofitable for the saints,
and prefer an address by a brother to a meeting where the
HovLy Seirir is present to lead in worship, praise and prayer,
and supply living ministry suited to the actual present state
of any and all gathered together?

To answer this requires plain speaking, moral courage and
the fear of Gob. Briefly, emphatically, and yet humbly it
must be owned that ignorance, weakness, and, alas, wilfulness,
are responsible for the breakdown of the “OPEN MEETING.”
Consider for one moment just what an “OpeEN MEETING” is.
Ideally it is a time and place where the door is closed on earth
and “a door opened in heaven.” A time and place where
Gop and the Lawms fill the vision of the soul; and yet one in
which the humble, contrite human spirit feels at home as a
grateful reverent worshipper. A time and place where the
HoLy SpiriT gives communion of the grace of the Lorp JEsus
Curist and of the love of Gobp in such a fashion as leads to
adoring worship and the tasting of joys which are ineffable,
Then moments of spiritual insight and glimpses of the glory
to be revealed are granted in the silences, or maybe are given
in united outbursts of hymns of praise while by Scriptures read
or ministry exercised clearer vision is gained of the things
freely given to us in Curist; and so by all these the saints
are led to what is’the highest postible occupation in heaven or
upon earth. namely, the true worship of Gob.

To quietly sit before the Lorp in the “Oren MEETING” and
muse upon the infinite perfections of Gop revealed in Curist
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by the SpirrT’s gracious promptings and assistance will always
lead the heart to feel some measure of that awe and wonder
which makes unfallen hosts (of far higher intelligence as
creatures than ourselves) to unceasingly cry, “Holy, Holy,
Holy, Lorp Gop Armicary Which wert, and art, and art to
come. All Thy works praise Thee, O Lorp, and Thy saints
bless Thee”; while we in an even higher strain exclaim,
“Blessed be the Gop and FATHER of our Lorp Jesus CHrisT
Who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenlies according as He hath chosen us in CHrisT JEsus
before the world began.”” It is ignorance of the possibilities of
the “OpeNn MEeETING” conducted according to Gob’s order
which lies at the root of its neglect and rejection by many,
to their great present spiritual loss.

3. Weakness also plays its pitiful part in the breakdown
of the “Open MEeETING.” The feeble few, or the fickle many,
from lack of due appreciation of the reality of the Lorp’s
presence and of the SpmiT’s presence, are sorely tempted by
the devil to look to man instead of the Lorp. “If only we
had some gifted men among us now, things would be different,”
they moan, as though forsooth the Lorp Himself, the Giver
of all gifts and gifted men, were not still among His little
flock, according to His own gracious assurance given in Matt.
xviil. 20. “For where two or three are gathered together in
My Name, there I am in the midst of them.” But human
weakness plays its sad par, and so instead of the saints being
strong in faith, giving glory to Gop on account of His word,
they become increasingly weak in feeling that the spiritual
poverty is apparently, in their view, too much for the gracious
Provider. Hence in looking to man they virtually cease to
count upon the Lorp. So the Spmur is straitened in them,
and He can do no mighty work because of their unbelief. How
arresting and startding in the gospel narrative is this word,
“And He could there do mo mighty work . ... and He
marvelled at their unbelief.”

W.GT.

(To be continued)
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“That Day”

(John i. 39.)
THERE are certain days which stand out from the others
in the lives of us all, and “that day” was to be one of
those in the case of Andrew and his companion. It was to be
one they would never forget.

They were standing near to their leader, John the Baptist,
as he gazed upon the Lorp Jesus Who was passing by. Musing
aloud, they heard John utter in a spirit of worshipful con-
templation, “Behold the Lame of Gob!” It was enough to
mark “that day” out for them, and the first point to be noted
is that they believed the testimony thus given to the Son of
Gop, and believing the

TESTIMONY TO CHRIST
which fell upon their ears, they received it. We live in
different days, but the Gospel is still the word of power and
testifies to the Person and Work of the Lorp JEsus CHRIsT.
“He that has received His testimony has set to his seal that
Gob is true” (John iii. 33), and this leads now, as then, to the
second thing to note as occurring on “that day,” namely, to
following ot Cwurist, or
DISCIPLESHIP.

This, we repeat, is the outcome of receiving the testimony of
Gop as to CHrist. In the inspired narrative we read, “Then
Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them,
What seek ye?r” This was one, and indeed the first, of
several challenges to their hearts which our Lorp made and
still makes to disciples. “What seek ye?” Could we answer
as they did, not seeking anything but to be with Him, “Master,
where dwellest Thou?”

“Come and see” is the gracious invitation. “They camec
and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day.”

This following of Him, or real discipleship, is the test. “If
any man come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross and follow Me” (Matt. xvi. 24). “And whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and come after Me cannot be My
disciple” (Luke xiv. 27). Discipleship of CHrist is a costly
matter, and the flesh shrinks from it. We settle down instead
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of following on, and then joy, communion and the fruitful-

ness produced by these are missing from our lives. A Laodi-

cean day knows little of discipleship in its real character. An-

drew and his companion, however, not only followed JEsus,

but “abode with Him that day,” and this makes our third

note, namely, '
COMMUNION.

A day’s communion with the Son of Gop! Whether we
adopt the view that in John’s ¥ospel Roman time or Jewish
time is used %about which equally devout scholars differ), the
outstanding fact remains that “they abode with Him that
day”.

(y)ne of them we know was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
the other was—whom? We cannot say, but is it not signi-
ficant that the writer of this gosPel refers 1o himself on a

uvite different occasion, not by his own name but as “that
other discigle” (ch. xx. 4) and often as “the disciple whom
Jesus loved.” Undoubtedly “that day” spent in company
with our Lorp stamped a character upon him whoever he may
have been, and this veiled anonymity seems to wear very thin
as we listen to the words of the Apostle John where he says,
“We beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the
FaTHER, full of grace and truth” (ch. i. 14); and again, “The
life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and
show unto you that eternal life which was with the FaTHERg,
and was manifested unto us” (1 John i. 2.)

During “that day” what words they were to which they
were privileged to listen! A far deeper answer to their ques-
tion, “Where dwellest Thou?” than they could have antici-
pated. He Whom they had followed, Who had drawn out
their affection and reverent interest, was the One Who dwelt
in the bosom of the FatHER, a place He never left, as well as
in the humble lodging to which they accompanied him “that
day.” Here they learned something of the FATHER’s heart as
they listened to the voice of the FATHER’s only Son.

“Thou wast the IMacE in man’s lowly guise

Of the INVISIBLE to mortal eyes.

Sox of His bosom, come from heaven above!
We see in Thee, Incarnate. Gop is love.”
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These two disciples of that earliest day longed to be with
Him. To-day, by way of dreadful contrast, we find disciple-
ship waning, communion unsought, and ONE standing without
graciously Proposing Himself in these touching and expres-
sive terms, “If any man hear My voice, and 1\c/)lpen the door, 1
will come in, and sup with him, and he with Me” (Rev. iii. 20).

Fellow believer, let us remember He desires that we should
abide in Him, and wants our heart’s affection. From this
there is fruit well pleasing, for “Andrew first finds his own
brother Simon,” and bears witness to the truth himself enjoys,
“We have found the CHrist,” and he brought him to Jesus.
So our last note on the happenings and outcome of “that day”

CONFESSION OF CHRIST.

Simon brought to the Lorp as the result of Andrew’s con-
fession, and what rich fruit when a few years later three thou-
sand souls confess the same ONE through his preaching.
Would that our days were after the same sort as “that day”
when the two disciples heard John speak and followed Jesus.

“That day,” dispensationally, is a figure of this day of
grace in which our lot is cast. Where there is true disciple-
ship and real communion with Crrist power to confess Him
will always be manifest.
= Is it not the real reason why there is so little power in our
testimony, that this discipleship and communion are so little
practised and enjoyed among us to-day?> May the Lorp
mercifully awaken our hearts to this.

S. G. ScaLks.

Crowns

HF. Coronation of Querx Errzaseri IT no doubt turned
thoughts of manv to the glorious fact that

The Head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now.

A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor’s brow.
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Many also rejoice that the One Who was described on the
cross in mockery as “King of the Jews” will yet be manifested
and owned as “Kinc of Kines and Lorp of Lorps” here on
this earth, not only by Israel but by every nation, for “He
must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet” (1
Cor. xv. 25). At that time on His head will be many crowns
—symbols of royal authority (Rev. xix. 12).

There are also crowns of reward, obtainable by us who
believe in the Lorp Jesus. They are not presented in the
Scriptures as gifts of grace, which will be given to all believers,
but as rewards for which we have to qualify, as is clear from
the passages in which they are mentioned. While we know
that it is Gop Who worketh in us both the willing and the
doing of His good pleasure, we know, too, from sad experience
it may be, that we can be spiritually lazy, or over-occupied
with the things of this life, or self-indulgent, or so grieve the
Seirir of Gop in other ways that we become unfaithful.
These crowns of reward are therefore brought before us to
stimulate us to effort in various spiritual ways.

THE CROWN OF REJOICING

There is first the “crown of rejoicing” (1 Thess. ii. 19). The
apostle Paul, led by the Seirir of Gop, was writing to the
church of the Thessalonians, a company composed of former
idolaters, who through the good news preached by him in
power, and in the HoLy Guost and in much assurance (i. 5)
bad turned to Gop from their idols, to serve the living and
true Gop and to wait for His Sox from heaven (vv. g, 10).
They were His children in the faith (ii. 7), and as he looks
forward to being in the presence of the Lorp Jesus CHrisT at
His coming he calls them his “crown of rejoicing”.

Will not all believers rejoice at His coming? Yes, indeed,
but the crown of rejoicing speaks of something additional.
Paul’s crown will be the Thessalonians, and surely multitudes
more, who were converted through his preachings. But is
it only Paul who will have such a crown? T do not think so,
but I believe the “crown of rejoicing” is obtainable by every
preacher of the gospel. every “nurse” (v. 7), every “father”
(v. 11) who follows the apostle’s example, though the apostle’s
crowns may well exceed in brilliance all others. Tt is however.
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tssential to consider the characteristics of the apostle’s
method, the love and patience displayed mn his labour and
toil. There was nothing perfunctory or formal about it.
It was not just a matter of “taking the gospel on Sunday even-
ing.”

He did not shirk opposition or ill-treatment. He did not
seek to please men — by entertaining anecdotes, attractive
singing, or any other means. Hec did not flatter his hearers
by belittling the sinfulness of sin, or avoiding reference to
cternal punishment, or playing up to their natural senses.
He did not seek their praise for his oratory or for the number
of his converts, or on any other account (see ii. 1-6). He
dealt with them in tenderness and love, and the word came to
them in power, and in the Hory GHosT, and in much assur-
ance, for his manner of life among them was consistent with
his preaching and teaching.

Tt is clear that this crown is for the evangelist and the
pastor to aim at. We are not all evangelists or pastors, for
we read “He gave some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers” (Eph. iv. 11), yet we all have the responsibility of
passing on to others the gospel of our salvation and of helping
those who are younger than ourselves in the faith, by wor
and example. The same spirit should energize us, in doing
<0, as led the apostle to have the “crown of rejoicing” in view.
Will it not be a special matter for vour rejoicing if there is
cven one in the Presence of our Lorp Jesus Curist at His
coming who is there as the result of the gospel message
spoken (or lived) by you.

THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Therc is also the “crown of righteousness” (z Tim. iv. 8)
We are righteous now in the sight of Gon for “CarisT JESUS

. is made unto us . . . righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30). Right-
eousness is imputed to us “who believe on Him Who raised
up Jesus our Lorp from the dead: Who was delivered for
our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Rom.
iv. 24, 25). In eternal glorv we shall be in Goo’s Presence in
perfect righteousness. But again I say “the crown of right-
eousness” sneaks of something additional. Tt will be awarded
by “the righteous Tudge” so, as stated earlier. it is clear that
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the crowns are not presented to us as gifts of grace but as
rewards for which we have to qualify. The apostle links
up this crown with the statement “I have fought a good fight,
[ have finished my course ( or “race”), I have kept the faith”
(v. 7). Elsewhere he said that he did not fight as one¢ that
beateth the air, nor run uncertainly. “They which run in a
race run all, but one receiveth the prize. So run that ye may
obtain.” “Every man that striveth for the mastery is tem-
perate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible” (see 1 Cor. ix, 24-26).

The life of a Christian is a continual conflict with foes
within and without. The “old man” is to be reckoned dead,
but we all find in our experience that he is continually raising
his head. Satan and wicked spirits serving him may attack
at any moment with their wiles or their fiery darts. Gob in
His grace has provided us with all the equipment necessary
to resist. We need the whole armour of Gop that we may be
able to withstand. To fight the good fight requires constant
watchfulness. Our enemies are quick to perceive when we are
off our guard. Gobp grant that it may be true of us, at the
end of our life down here, that we have fought the good
fight. ‘

The race must be run with patience (or “endurance”), the
cve of faith being on the ONe Who ran it before us and is
now (as it were) at the winning post—the right hand of the
throne of Gop—with His eye upon us. This race must be
run according to the rules, all unnecessary weights and im-
pediments being laid aside. Tt is a race that permits of no
resting place en route. The apostle sadly wrote of the
Galatians “ye did run well”, but alas, they had not kept to the
right track, and in diverging they were in danger of losing
direction and failing to attain the winning post. Let us press
roward the mark for the prize (Phil. iii. 14).

The faith is to be kept ipviolate, that is, the whole truth
vevealed in Scripture. Some have made shipwreck concerning
the faith: the faith of some has been overthrown by those
who stray away from the truth: others have been found
worthless as regards the faith (see 1 Tim. i. 20: 2 Tim. ii. 17
and iii. 8). The apostle Paul had kept it. The exhortation in
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these last days is to “hold fast that which thou hast that no
man take thy crown” (Rev. iii. 11). What riches of the truth
of Gop have been unfolded from the Scriptures during the
last hundred and fifty years! So much truth is familiar to
us to-day, but there is more involved in hold‘inﬁast than in
passively accepting these truths as facts. The Lorp Himself
differentiated between “having” and “keeping” (e.g. John xiv.
21). If “the faith” is held fast—if it is kept—it characterizes
us in thought and word and deed.

What is the prime motive force for this sustained combat,
this persistent running, this steadfast ke’etpin%_ the faith? The
answer appears to be given at the end of 2 Tim. iv. 8, for the
crown 'otP righteousness will be given to all them also that
love His appearing. The Lorp JEsus ChrisT will be mani-
fested.  LEvery indignity, every false accusation, every form of
humiliation and suftering to which He submitted Himself in
grace will have its glorious contrast here in this world in that
time of display. s Son of Max He was denied justice; as
Son of Man He will judge all living nations. We who believe
in Him as our Saviour are looking not only for “that blessed
hope”—His coming in the air to take us to be with Himself
—but also for the appearing of the glory of our great Gop
and SAViOUR JEsus (l:HRIST. Is it our great blessing or the
display of His glory which has first place in our hearts? Love
of ?Iis appearing, the motive force for fighting the good fight,
running the race to a finish, keeping the faith, is the qualifi-
cation for the crown of righteousness.

THE CROWN OF LIFE

Thirdly there is the crown of life.. This is connected with
enduring temptation and- trial, whether from within (Jas i.
12) or from without (Rev. ii. 10). Ttis true that every believer in
the Lorp Jusus CHrisT has eternal life; true, too, that we shall
know and enjoy the fulness of that life when He has taken us
t0 be with Him in glory in a way that we cannot know down
here. But, again, the crown of life seems to speak of some-
thing additional to be awarded. James tells us it will be given
to the man who endures temptation. As long as we are in
these bodies, in this world, we shall experience that every
man is tempted . . . by his own lust (v. 14). Desires which
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have their origin in the “old man” (as our Adam-descended
nature is called in Romans) arise within us whether we are
drawn away and enticed by them or not. If, on the other
hand, we “endure” temptation we are “blessed”, spiritually
happy indeed. Freedom from temptation is not promised us,
but we are exhorted to endure, not to succumb. The reward
for such endurance is the crown of life, which the Loorp hath
promised to them that love Him. Here we have the motive
power. It is love for the Lorp that will stimulate us to en-
dure such temptation. . If we forget His great love for us, and
all that He endured on our account, if we forget that He still
loves us and that He is for us in the Presence of Gop, our love
for Him will grow cold and our resistance to temptation will
be weakened or vanish away.

In Rev. ii. 10 this crown of life is promised for faithfulness
through persecution even unto death. The epistle to Smyrna
in which this verse occurs corresponds in historical sequence to
the birter and cruel persecution of the Christians under ten
Roman Emperors, but no doubt the promise stands for all
Christians who are faithful unto death in times of persecution.
Through the sovereign grace of Gop Christians in most coun-
tries are not subjected to such forms of persecution nowa-
days, but where 1t does exist, and if He permits it to exist
again here, the promise of a crown of life to those who are
faithful unto death is surc. Meanwhile the same character
of faithfulness ought to characterize us in the relatively petty
persecution that we meet, if we are really faithful, in these
days.

THE CROWN OF GLORY

Finally there is the crown of glory to be awarded by the
CHiEr SHEPHERD to elders who qualify for it as shepherds of
Gop’s flock (1 Peter v. 1-4). Primarily this passage is addressed
to those who are mature in Christian experience and know-
ledge, and fitted to supervise the younger ones in regard to
their ¢conduct and spiritual life. They are to act as shepherds
{“feed” is an inadequate translation). Shepherd-care is per-
fectly outlined in Psalm xxiii. and much is also said about it
in Ezek xxxiv. They should strengthen the spiritually dis-
eased, heal the spiritually sick, bind up the spiritnally broken,
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bring back those who have been driven away and seek those
who are lost. When we look around how many Christians
there are who need this shepherd-care, and how few there are
who practise it. To-day there is much of the spirit of indiffer-
cnce to such needs, which was rebuked in Israel by the Spirir
of Gop through Ezekiel. This shepherd-care is to be combined
with such conduct in the elders as to make them also examplcs
to the flock. The elders are not to think of fellow-Christans
1s their flock but as the flock of Gob.

You may be thinking “But I am a young one, not an elder.”
Yet you are probably in contact with some who are even
younger in the faith than yourself, and you can act towards
them in a shepherd-like way, especially by setting a good ex-
ample in your daily life and conduct. Shepherds of the true
kind are very much needed to-day. You will not suddenly
change into an elder and a shepherd by a kind of meta-
morphosis, like a chrysalis turns into a butterfly! You may do
kind of service, and to act accordingly as He gives you oppor-
tunity, remembering also verse §5:—*Likewise, ye younger,
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject
one to another and be clothed with humility: for Gop
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble”.

An unfading crown of glory is promised to those elders who
act faithfully as shepherds towards the flock of Gob, some-
thing additional to the glory which all true believers will share
when with CHrisT.

SUMMARY

We have thus seen that all four apostles—Paul, Peter, James
and John—who were led by the HoLy SPIRIT to write the
epistles which form part of the HoLy ScripTures speak of a
crown of reward. The crowns differ in character and are
presented as rewards for different things. Akin to these
crowns in the prize of the high calling of Gop in Crrist Jesus
for which the apostle Paul. forgetting those things which
are bchind. and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, pressed onward. The anonvmous writer of the Epistle
to the Hebrews also told us that Jesus, the Leaper of our
faith, endured the cross for the joy that was set before Him.



94

The Lorb knows our weakness, and His servants bring these
rewards before us, by the HoLy Serrit, to stimulate us. May
they have this effect upon both writer and reader for His
Name’s sake. J- C. KeLL.

On the Open Meeting
(continued from page 84)

UNSUITABLE MINISTRY

HE wilfulness that persists in thrusting unsuitable

ministry (so-called)--unsuitable as to character or time—
upon a long-suffering and sometimes an impatient com-
pany of saints inverts the true order of things. Those who
presume to instruct others should surely posscss sufficient in-
telligence in divine things to know that the Lorp is present
attending to what is said; that the assembly is the local habita-
tion of Gob by the SpiriT; that ministry, holy ministry, is living
ministry in the power of an ungrieved Seirir Who knows the
exact needs, conditions and spiritual recelptiveness of those
assemnbled; and that in ministry he himself is presuming to
stand in the fear of the Lorp to feed the flock of Gop. Such
consideration would weigh heavily on the spirit of all save the
self-willed, self-sufficient, self-important, self-complacent, self-
appointed miinister whatever his natural ability or gift. Is it
any wonder that the “Open MEeTING” falls into disfavour when
the assembly is treated to a re-hash of platitudes that have
already done duty in the same way, at other places? The
Lorp 1s affronted in His own presence by one who claims by
this action to be one of His own gifts!

Is it for the honour of the Lorp, for the cdification of His
people, or for the gratification of a human spirit that is not
subject to itself and loves a prominence which it could not
obtain in any other sphere of human activity?> Did we not
know our own evil hearts we might be tempted to enquire,
Why should a man be so anxious to intrude his personality

and air his ignorance, or vanity, or hoth, in such solemn cir-
cumstances?
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The ancient story of Ahimaaz, found in the mirror of holy
Scripture, may throw some light upon this subject, and help
us to see ourselves in that light. Says Ahimaaz to Joab: “Come
what may, let me, I pray thee, also run.” And Joab said,
“Why wi{t thou run, my son, seeing there is no news suited
[to thee]?” (2 Sam. xviii. 22-23 (J.N.D. Trans.))

“But, come what may, let me run,” entreats Ahimaaz.

Yet when he arrives in the presence of the king he has no
real message to give, no tidings for David so eagerly awaiting
them.

“Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing thou hast no
tidings ready? But howsocver, said he, Let me run.”

These words very aptly describe the mentality of those wilful
men who must speak at every opportunity in an “OPEN MEET-
ING” whether they have any message or not suited to the
occasion and condition of thosc assembled. The others sit
by and judge, says the Apostle, and most assuredly they do.
Requests, surprisingly, urgently, but wrongly made to the
writer that some be plainly told that their ministry forced on
the gatherings is unacceptable, and that their very presence
a1 an “OpEN MEETING” produces anxiety, have led to the
writing of this paper.

A glance at the trilogy of chapters referred to 1 Cor. xii.
—xiv., may well serve to close this short article, and place the
“OpEN MEETING” in its true setting. In 1 Cor, xii., the divine
equipmcnt for spiritual exercises of every kind in the assem-
bly is given, and necessarily much prominence given to the
Hovry Seirrt, the Vicar of CHrisT and Administrator in His
Church on earth. Confession of the Lordship of Jesus; the
tormation of the body of CHrisT and its ability to function as
such on earth; and the equipment for every variety of service
by the believer to Gop and man are all set out in this chapter
and shown to be all by the Semir of Gob.

That Gop hath set the members, every one of them, in the
body as it hath pleased Him; that Gop hath tempered the
body together; and that Gop hath set some in the Church for
special purposes runs throughout chapter xii. In chapter xiii.,
however, there is no mention of Gop, Curist or the Howy
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SeirtT, but all the characteristics of the new nature are seen in
operation, for Gop is love, and Jove is the dynamic in service
to Gop and man. The moral character of the Lorp Jesus
Curist shines throughout this chapter, so much so that it
His Name were placed instead of “love” the beauty of the
characteristic traits given would shine perfectly.

In chapter xii. the SpiriT, in chapter xiii. the energy in which
the believer serves Gop and man in the church and the world,
and in chapter xiv. the expression by human response to the
divine equipment is given.

In the last chapter (xiv.) no mention is made of the Divine:
SpiriT to Whom such prominence is given in chapter xii., but
here it is the human spirit—with which the praying, prophesy-
i.ng, singing and every spiritual exercise must be made—that
s prominent.

Hence it is here we are emphartically exhorted that “alt
things be done unto edifying” to the building up of the body
of CririsT. No account 1s taken here of one seeking to build
up a reputation as a teacher or speaker, this being beneath
what is %ecoming. “Forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual
gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the Church”

Let all things be done decently (comelily) and in order.” These
are “the commandments of the Lorp” and as such claim the
loyal obedience of all who own His lordship over themseclves.
Let us not be among those who say, Lorp, Lorp, but do not
the things He says. Let us not be among those who loudly
declaim against believers in the various ecclesiastical systems
as ignoring godly order by their human arrangements for wor-
ship and service, while at the same time we transgress what
is gecent, comely, and becoming in those so ready to teach
others.

One very subtle and insidious method of seeking escapism
from our own responsibilities in any matter is the evasion of
reality by the resort to generalization, such as “Ah! well, we
all come short.” The healthy way of dealing with the whole
matter of the threatened breakdown of the “OpeN MEETING” is
to reverently enquire of Him Who is both Lorp and Heab of
the Church, “Lord, is it [ ?” WGT.
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Separated Unto David

By Tue Eprror
(1 Chron. xii. 8—16)

I N this Scripture we have a roll of honour—a roll of ancient

chivalry. David’s men, the record of their names, exPlous,
and rewards—men who strengthened themselves with him in
his kingdom, or as the marginal reading, “men who held
strongly with him,” sharing his exile and his exaltation, too.
Four simple descriptive phrases sum up the story: Attracted
to him; accepted by him; active for him; and acknowledged
by him.

yDavid, the deliverer of the nation from the giant enemy,
was an outlaw and exile, but also the Anointed King, and
Gop’s chosen man, though still rejected by the mass of the

ople.
Pe e attraction he had for some, however, is seen in that to
Adullam, Ziklag, and the wilderness of Judah came:

Men who were in distress, in debt, and discontented, or bitter
of soul.

Men who separated themselves to David.

Men who came to offer their allegiance, love, and life to
him.

Men who believed that the cause of David was the cause of
Gon.

All came exercising faith in the rejected man who was to be
the coming King. ’I%ey recognised him. as the Anointed One;
they looked to the future when he would be vindicated; they
counted Saul’s honours as valueless; they esteemed the
1eproach of David’s present position having respect to the
exaltation to which he was destined in Gop’s purpose.

Their accegta-nce by him was very gracious; “he received
them”—“he became a captain over them.” They were his
band, led by him, governed by him, cared for by him, protected
by him, as he reassured one of them by saying, “Abide thou
with me, fear not: for he that seeketh my life, seeketh thy
life: and with me thou shalt be in safeguard.”
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Their activity for David is shown by the long list of exploits
performed by them, ranging from slaying three hundr'ed men,
tc killing a lion in a Pit on a snowy day, and in one instance
standing fighting unul the warrior’s hand clave to his sword.
Valiant men, brave hearts, mighty warriors were they all,
having become so in the service of their rejected King. eir
activities may be grouped briefly under three heads:

1. Definite combat with, and victory over, his foes.
2. Definitely holding on, and standing their ground.
3. Definitely refreshing him by their personal devotion.

What a contrast is presented between the least of these and
Jonathan with all iis wealth of woman-like affection and
tenderness! ‘The heart of love is sacrifice; and the measure
of our giving is always what we retain for ourselves. The
widow’s mites given in the gospel story and our Lorn’s remarks
thereupon settﬂ this for all time. Jonathan practically gave up
nothing at all for David, neither the society of the court, home
comforts, nor substance. Yet he loved him.

Their acknowledgment by David is seen in the rewards,
general and particular, granted them in the Kingdom.

First, their names are owned by him, and placed on record.
He is not ashamed to acknowledge them when no longer
despised of the nation, but owned as its Anointed King,

Secondly, positions in the Kingdom are assigned according
to their deeds. There are distinctions and differences of degrees
shown as their various deeds are enumerated by the chronicler.

All who shared his hardships, reproach, rejection and
suffered with him are seen in the Kingdom; but there are the
first three, and the second three, and the thirty chiefs, and one
specially honoured above the thirty chiefs, though not attain.
ing to the first three—he is set over the King’s council.

So in the record of David’s Kingdom, the rule mentioned by
St. Paul centuries later is followed, “One star differeth from
another star in glory.” “Every man in his own order.” Jasho-
beam, Eleazar, Shammah are the first three, for great and
doughty deeds stand to their credit. But all are acknowledged,
all are recognised, and all are rewarded by King David when
upon the royal throne in his Kingdom.
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All this, apart from its historical interest, has a most
ractical lesson for every Christian believer. There is another
&in , One Jesus; great David’s greater Son and Lorp. To-day
He 1s refused by the world, rejected by men, “disallowed in-
deed of men but chosen of Gop and precious.” To those who
believe in Him He is also precious. And the Christian believer
is one who gathers to the Exiled Lorb, the rejected One by the
world; esteems His reproach having respect to the recom-
ence of the reward; chooses to suffer with Him and His Eeo le;
Enows Whom he has believed; and has been drawn by His
love to Him from the service of the ruler and god of this world,
to live for, to love and to serve the Captain of our salvation.

Three marks of a real Christian behever are personal attach-
ment to CHRIST; personal allegiance to Curist; and personal
activity for CHRisT.

Finally, in all our activity on account of our allegiance and
attachment to Cumrist we shall have to combat, as David’s
heroes did, Egyptian hosts that would seek to make us forswear
our loyalty; Moabites—like lions seeking to frighten us from
confessing our allegiance! lions in snowy pits of uncomfortable
situations where fierce passions lie ready to leap out upon us;
and also Philistines encamped by the very wells of Bethlehem
to draw us from our simple personal love to Him.

But the voice of the Captain of our salvation speaks reassur-
ingly to our fearful hearts, and fills the old-time words of
David with fuller meaning, as He says, “Abide thou with Me,
fear not: for he that seeketh My life seeketh thy life: but
with Me thou shalt be in safeguard.”

“The Time of Old Age”
(Job xv. 10)
‘_CWITH us are both the grey-headed and very aged, men.”

These surely should receive our consideration ‘when
they are found among Gob’s people; men and women, who for
many years have sought to walk in His ways. They, are worthy

of all honour. The days of restless youth, with thcir golden
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dreams have faded into the remote past. Gone too, is middle
life with its stress and conflict. Old age is come, and has
brought its peculiar trials and exercises. Gop has evidently
a special place in His heart for the aged. He was thinking
of them in their weakness when He said “Even to your old
age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you” (Isa.
x%vi. 4). As a loving parent carries a tired child, so does our
Lorp carry us over the rough places of life and never sets us
down. In David’s “Old age psalm” (Ixxi.), he twice prays that
Gop will not forsake him—"“Cast me not off in the time of old
age, forsake me not when my strength faileth” (v. 9); and
again, “Now also, when I am old and grey-headed, O Gop,
forsake me not” (v. 18). Was it likely that Gop would forsake
His aged and wayworn servant? ould not the Gobp of his
youth, be also the Gob of his declining years? Read the Psalm,
and you will find his own experience supplies the answer (v. 14)
to the end. Instead of forsaking His children in the evening
of their lives, Gop comforts them on every side. No, Gop
never forsakes His aged pilgrims. They may be forgotten by
friends, or slighted as useless cumberers of the ground, but
Gobp does not fail them, and their SAviour loves them to the
end. (St. John xiii. 1.)

There is no reason why the Christian’s declining years should
not be bright. It is still true that “The path of the just is as the
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day” (%’mverbs iv. 18). Our Loro still knows how to keep the
good wine till the last. “We know Whom we have believed”
and know that He is able to make the evening of our days
bright with the shining of His love. Much depends on keep-
ing close to the Lorp and abiding in His love, or “planted in
the house of the Lorp” as in Psalm xcii. 13. Then can we
claim the promise of verse 14:. “They shall still bring forth
fruit in old age.” Barzillai, aged 80, rendered good service to
King David when he was weary and an exile, Anna, also with
her full sheaf of years, unable to get about the streets of the
city, but conﬁnedv within the Temple precincts, was able to
testify of the Curist Who was even then present “to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” Happy service in
spite of her widowhood, and the weight of her years!
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If Gopo’s aged pilgrims “continually resort” to CsmisT as
their “strong habitation” (Psalm Ixxi. 3), they will be main-
tained in spiritual freshness and joy, but old age in itself is
no guarantee of this. A long life spent in the fear of the
Lorp may close under a shadow if we imagine that it enables
us to dispense for a moment with the services of our Great
High Priest. He it is Who lives to save to the uttermost—
through to the end—through every trial. We cannot do with-
out Him. Far from making us independent, the mercy and
grace that we receive, have Him as their source,

Dante, with his poet’s vision, looked to the far end of life,
and wrote “In this age, the noble soul gives itself up to Gop,
and awaits the end of life with much desire. It is out of the
Inn to return home to the Fataer's House—to have crossed
the wide sea, and now returning into the Harbour.”

Experience and memory are treasures of the later years, and
how precious they are! When we were young, we hoTied that
all things would “work together for good to them that love
Gopn.” We are beginning to see the right side of the
embroidery, and how the dark threads, and the bright ones, are
weaving together to make a lovely pattern. We can also share
cur experiences with the younger ones, and encourage them
in the path. How great a debt many of us owe to our Sunday
School teachers who were no longer young, yet brought out
of the store-house of memory and experience, “things new and
old”, and shared them with us. They were wise in the things
of Gop and truth, and rich in experience.

A word in conclusion: Does the aged reader feel lonely, and
the loved ones of earlier years all gone, while waiting and
watching for the SAviour to come? Take comfort then in the
case of Paul (2 Tim. iv. 16) who in the hour of his need found
the Lorp stood with him. “I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee” (Heb. xiii. 5). “If I had my time over again,” remarked
one of Gop’s aged servants, “I would go in for the ministry
of encouragement.”

It is true, and it is a comfort, that with the lesser quantities
of fruit old age can bear for the Lorp, the quality may be
ketter, and the flavour more heavenly. ANON.
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The Years of Growth

7 N the book of Numbers there are many instructions from
I Gop that are of great value for us to-day, for they illustrate
practically the privileges and responsibilities that belong to the
people of Gop. We learn these in the New Testament, and
then, under the guidance of the Seirit, we find them displayed
in operation in the Old Testament. Some details concerning
Israel and the Levites are very interesting.

In the first chapter of Numbers, Israel are numbered “from
twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to
war in I[srael.” (v. 3) What we have here is conflict to main-
tain the testimony. Israel were a redeemed people, and they
as a nation were linked with the Name of Jehovah on the
earth. This meant conflict; conflict to maintain their path-
way through the wilderness, and conflict to enter into, and to
preserve, their inheritance. And for this we find that twenty
years had to elapse before they could take their place in the
1anks. All this time they were learning, and growing in the
knowledge of their privil)t::ges and responsibilities, until that
day dawned when they were accounted able to take their place
in a public stand with the people of Gop.

This is the position that belongs to “young men”. Young,
not perhaps according to natural age, but young in the faith.
No longer “little children”, but those who “are strong, and the
word of Gop abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked
one.” (1 John ii. 14.) ese then are the qualifications for
public association with the people of Gop in the conflict. They
have overcome the wicked one. Amalek has been met and
defeated. The flesh has been conquered through Jesus CHRisT
our Lorp, and through the abiding of the word of Gop, they
are strong. Like the young Israelite, they have spent their
years since their being born again in learning this word and
proving it, until at the last it is an integral part of their life; it
abides in them. With all the armour of Gop, with the con-
Ecimllsness of a defeated foe, they are now qualified for the

attle,

The children of Levi were numbered separately. They were
not for the conflict, they were the priestly family. “Number
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the children of Levi . . . from a month old and upward shalt
thou number them.” §Num. iil. 15.) From a month old they
were reckoned in the family, that is, as soon as life was estab-
lished. The privileges, the provision that was made for the
Levites, was their portion from a month old and upward. T}}e
may not have enjoyed it all, for that could only come wit
increasing age, but their position was secure because of their
birth, and because life was there. Totally unfitted at that age
for any conflict of service, yet their place was given them b
JeHOVAH, and their name ranked equally in the family roll
with that of the head of the family himself.

This was the place to which the Thessalonians came. The?v
“turned to Gop from idols to serve the living and true Gop”
(1 Thess. i. 9. They were made worshipé)ers because of the
work of our Lorp Jesus Curist, and needed no other qualifica-
tion to serve, or worship, Gop. He alone has made us a king-
dom, priests unto Gop and His FatHer. This is what answers
to the priestly family, and our title to its privileges and its pro-
vision is our new birth. As soon as life, life before Gop, is
established, the title is there, in just the same way as the
Levites were numbered from a month old and upwards.

But it is a very different thing to be aware of, and to exercise,
the responsibilities of this position. The Levites, in their
service, were responsible to maintain the unity of the taber-
nacle system. Each had their particular burden, with its own
exercise. They were all directF under the hand of Aaron to
whom they had been given. If there was any failure, then
the tabernacle could not be erected as Gop had commanded,
and there would be something lacking in His worship. It was
a very trying service, for there was nothing easy about main-
taining this unity which was so precious to Jehovah. For it
we read they were numbered “from thirty years old and up-
ward even until fifty years old . . . to do the work in the
tabernacle of the congregation.” (Num. iv. 3.)

‘We find specific answers to these types in the instructions to
Timothy and Titus regarding bishops, or overseers, and
deacons. In 1 Tim. iii. 6 we read “not a novice, lest being
lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
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devil.” This is one who is answering to the type of the godly
Levite, bearing the burden of the assemblies, as did the apostle
Paul. And for all desirous of this good work there is this
qualification, “not a novice”, which answers to the Levite
being numbered to the service of the tabernacle after thirty
years of life.

Every Israclite was one of a redeemed people, and had the
privilege in all his life of testifying to this fact. By his manner
of life, by his obedience to the word that had been given him
from JeHovaH, he witnessed that he was different from the

eople around him. And every believer, every one who has
Eeen “born again . . . by the word of Gop, which liveth and
abideth for ever” (1 Peter 1. 23) has the same blessed privilege.
So, too, every believer has been given the place of a worshipﬁer,
and may, if he be clean, feed upon the priestly food, which is
Curist Himself. But it would appear that, as a general prin-
ciple, there must be a period of growth, of trial, of experience,
before one enters into a public place, whether in the conflicts
that arise that concern the people of Gop and the testimony
(as distinct from that which is incidental to the individual
walk), or whether in connection with the wellbeing of the
collective testimony. Prominence in these matters does not
become one who has not passed from the spiritual state of
“littde children” to that of “young men”. Not that one would
suggest that a specific number of years should elapse after
conversion, but the instruction of the type is surely that a
measure of maturity is requisite, and we have the recognisable
marks of these stages in maturity in the Epistle of John. We
all know that the blessed Lorp Himself was about thirty years
old before He came out into His public ministry.

The habit of the world around us is to glorif_y youth. Let
us beware lest this influence intrudes where it is not seemly,
as in spiritual things. The natural tendencies of youth are
towards desires which have to be shunned (z Tim. i1, 22), and
Titus was told to instruct “Young men . . . to be sober minded”
(Tit. ii. 6). Taught by the word, they think rightly, and dis-
cover what are Gob’s thoughts as to His work and service. By
heeding the word in this way, growth is made that will lead
the LoRrp’s servant into paths o?rtrul_v fruitful service. DEB.
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The Christian in Two Worlds

ITHIN the period separating our LoRrp’s resurrection
W from His ascension He appeared to His disciples on
various occasions, gave them His blessing, and then dis-
appeared. This was 1n order to establish His identity, to renew

is commission, and to help them to pass from the realisation
of His outward and physical presence to the realisation of His
inward and spiritual presence. It was to teach them the near-
ness of the unseen world, and make them feel at home in it.

Although the Christian Scientist has “matter is nothing” as
one of his slogans, very few deny the reality of the natural
world! Our Lorp was never indifferent to our lower needs,
and when on earth He loved to minister to the hungry, the
sick and the afflicted. As a matter of fact the Christian, like
the unregenerate, has to devote most of his life to supplying
his bread-and-butter, cloth-and-leather and bricks-and-mortar
needs. The Communist goes farther still, and stultifies himself
by claiming that the material needs are the only real ones,
and that aﬁ spiritual experience is moonshine!

The Christian, too, owes allegiance to his earthly govern-
ment—whatever that may happen to be. And we know that
as soon as a modern major war breaks out everyone who can
be of any use in the national effort is roped in and made to
serve his government in its complex endeavour to overthrow
the enemy government.

Practically every Christian has natural interests, apart from
the work he is compelled to do to provide for his own material
needs and those of his dependents. Among the natural in-
terests freely chosen by Christians, because congenial to their
temgerament, are the romance issuing in marriage and the
establishment of a family, literature, art, science, music, travel,
Eardening, and so forth. The preservation or the regaining of

ealth is of course a natural interest of primary importance.
A very great deal of the Christian’s happiness in life is con-
nected with his natural interests, for he is living in a material
world and is still in the body; and well he knows it!

The Scripture exhorts us to receive thankfully from Gop
those natural good things which He has given us “richly to
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enjoy”. We are to use the world without abusing it, and the

leasure which accompanies such use is not only lawful but
may be helpful because making for a wholesome and balanced
mental outlook.

But the Christian is a citizen of the spiritual world; and this
world is just as real as the natural, and is mentioned or implied
all through the New Testament which teaches with the utmost
clearness the “heavenly calling of the Church”. In fact our
highest blessings and privileges as Christian believers belong
to the spiritual realm, the “heavenlies”. An American in
Italy was asked, “How do you keep in rouch with American
life as you do?” He replied, “I have never been out of touch
with it. I eat and sleep in Italy, but I really live in America.”

Philippians iii. 20 reminds us that the Christian is a citizen
of heaven, that he belongs to a commonwealth that is heavenly,
that heaven is his homeland, his own country. The Church
is a colony of heaven on earth. Our spiritual life is governed
by the laws of heaven. Our truest life is beyond human sight
and the reach of accident or death, and resides in the depths
of its union with the life of Curist. We are away from our
final home, in a world that is unfriendly to the Kingdom of
Gop. And absolute obedience is due alone to Curist Whose
subjects we are and Whose authority is supreme. We are to
recognise, attend to and use the things of the natural world;
we are to set our hearts upon the things of the spiritual world.

The Christian’s chief business is the service of CHRrisT,
viewed in its fullest sense. Although Paul’s experience, “To
me to live is CHRisT”, expresses for us an ideal, yet the gap
that separates his experience from ours is not one of nature
or kind but of degree; like the apostle’s converts of Salonika,
every Christian has turned to Gob to serve the living and true
Gop. And his highest joy is the joy of loving the Lorp, with
mind and heart and will. E. Apams.
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A Letter in Rhyme and Metre

ARNEST Readers, I am writing at my muse’s inspiration,
E To encourage and exhort you in your daily occupation;
For I know that when misfortune with an iron hand assails us,
Disappointment often follows, and our courage often fails us;
But Eelieve me if I tell you, nay, I need but to remind you,
That if trouble and reversion in its cruel bondage bind you,

There is One Who sympathises and makes all things turn out
well.

Woe to those who are not tested, and by trial rendered purer,

For Gob sits as a refiner, and His work is always surer,

When with meekness we submit to His refinement, and the
testing

Of our faith is very precious, on His skill if we are resting;

Then with greatest resignation trust His loving Hand for
leading,

And like gold tried in the fire, you will in the end succeeding,

Praise the Lorp for all His goodness, and for all that you
befell!

I most truly know and realise ’tis hard to see the reason

Why we should be tried and weighted down by sorrow in the
season,

When around us we can see the wicked prospering, successful,

But consider that their end will be unhappy and distressful,

And compare it with the end of those from crucible refining,

‘Who like bright and burnished gold with greatest radiance are
shining,

In the hagpy realms of Paradise, where naught but joy can
dwell!

Everlasting our inheritance, the worldly, poor and fleeting.

Incorruptible, untarnished, is the crown Gob gives, entreating

Us to trust with all our heart upon the One Who died to
save us,

And to bring us to the mansions which in His great love He
gave us.

Ought this not then as a stimulus to lead us to endeavour

To be pleasing to Him always; to delight Him more than ever!

Therefore let us not at all against His chastening rebel!

G. S. PURNELL.
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Notes From a Meditation
(St. Luke xxiv)

H ERE on the day of His resurrection the Lorp takes the

scene into His own hands. When arrested in the Garden,
He recognised that moment as man’s hour, the hour of dark-
ness, “This is your hour”. He was disposing of the scene there
as it pleased Him,

So it continued until the three hours of darkness on the
Cross when Gob took it into His hands “and it pleased the
Lorp to bruise Him . . . and make His soul an offering for
sin”. 1t is most desirable to note the special characteristic of
that moment, for all through His life the FATHER’s counten-
ance was beaming upon Him. Was He forsaken of His
Faruer through life?  Read His utterance in Ps. xxi [the
Spiret of CHRisT in the Psalmist]; but now, according to the
prophetic voices, and the premonitions of John the Baptist,
there He was—Gop’s Lams, and at once becomes the con-
queror by His death. Gop did not wait for the resurrection to
sanction the death of JEsus but sanctioned it by rending the
veil of the temple—His private seal, and the rapidity is beau:
tiful to observe.

When with the appointed “third day” the time came for
Gop’s public seal upon that death by the resurrection.

We cannot measure the time between the giving up the
Guost and the rending of the veil (Mt. xxvii. 50, 51) for that
was the satisfaction of the throne. In two ways the Lorp
when here was doing the will of Gop. His business through-
out life was turning darkness into light, that being the will of
the FaTHER, as at the Well of Sychar, while here as a living
minister; as a dying Victim on the Cross He was doing the
will of the throne where judgment was seated. This throne
was satisfied when He gave up the GHost. One was a doing
of the will of the FaTHER in grace [as at Sychar]; the other was
doing the will of Gop in judgment {at Calvary].

Having passed through man’s hour and Gop’s hour, here
in Luke xxiv. we see Him in His own hour in resurrection life.
His own hour is eternity. Blessed indeed to be in His com-
pany in the path of life entering a bright and intimate
eternity with Himself, the Lorp Jesus. (Contributed)
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The Old Paths
(Jeremiah vi, 16)
By THE EDITOR

« ASK for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

Those addressed thus by the prophet were people who had
somehow missed the path, got out of the way, and were in a
deplorable spiritual condition. This is described in these
scathing terms “ from the least of them even unto the greatest
of them every one is given to covetousness; from the prophet
even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. They have
healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying,
Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

They were nominally GoD’s people, yet says the prophet

“ they refused to walk in the old paths, saying, We will not
walk therein,” with the above sad result.

The frequent and abortive efforts for re-union in Chnsten-
dom witness to the uneasy feeling that on the whole there has
been a great drifting or wandering from the old paths and the
good ways of apostolic doctrine and practice. Yet truth
whether rejected wilfully, or drifted from almost uncon-
sciously, does not alter its character. The old paths and the
good way still remain inviting souls to find rest in doing the
will of Gop as written in His word.

It is always to * that which was from the beginning” Gop
by the SPIRIT and the written word directs His people in times
of spiritual failure and decline, like those in which our present
lot is cast. “Let him that nameth the Name of the LORD
depart from iniquity (2 Tim., ii, 19).” Hence it must be
individual work, the call being, “ He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the SPIRIT saith unto the churches.” To such as
give heed a seven times repeated promise is given “to him
that overcometh.”

Along the old paths and the good way stand two signposts,
OBeDIENCE and HOLINESs. The first that greets the traveller
on the highway of spiritual blessing and rest, is that of
OBEDIENCE pointing to the age long revelation recorded in
1 Sam., xv, 22, “Hath the Lorp as great delight in burnt
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offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp?
Behold, to .obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams.”

The second is HOLINESS, as the Psalmist (xciii, 5) says,
“Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine
house, O Lonrb, for ever. And a highway shall be there, and
a way, and it shall be called the way of holiness, the unclean
shall not pass over it (Isa. xxxv, 8).” And since separation
from evil is Gop’s principle of holiness we find it written
“ Be ye separate . . . perfecting holiness in the fear of Gop”
(2 Cor. vi, 17—vii, 1),

In the old paths and the good way we become, as a Psalmist
says, companions of @il then: timt fear Thee, and of them that
keep Thy precepts. It is in the keeping, the observing, of His
precepts that this joy of companionship is realized. As in the
dark days of Israel’s history recorded by the last of the Old
Testament prophets, when even the revived remnant of those
who returne¢d from the Captivity were failing, then “ they that
feared the Lord spake oftenm to one another”” It is not
difficult to think what the subject of the conversation of this
faithful remnant of a remnant would be. We are told they
feared the LorD and thought upon His Name. The associa-
tions gathered around that Name—JEHOVAH were many and
precious to such godly Israelites as these. JeHOvAH—jirch
Who provides; JEHovAH—nissi Who gives victory; JEHOVAH
—shalom Who gives peace; JEHOVAH—tsidkenu What He is,
the LorD our righteousness; JEHOVAH—shammah Where He
is, the Lorp Is there (Gen. xxii, 14; Ex, xvii, 15; Judges vi, 24;
Jer. xxiii, 6; Ezek. xlviii, 35). As they that thought upon His
Name spoke often one to another they found it to be a real
gathering centre for them in the day of small things in which
their Jot was cast. They possessed a common joy in it, shared
a deep and mutual reverence for it, and sorrow at the dis-
honour done to it by the religious leaders of their day. In
that day, as in this, such as were really exercised about the
honour of Gop and trembled at His word, became those
through whom the light steadily shone amid the growing
darkness. They were those too, by whom witness was still
bome to the great truths and principles upon which Gop
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always blesses His people. It was then, as now, a day of
difficulty and weakness, and an assurance given through a
prophet three centuries earlier received by them a fulfilment.
“For thus saith the high and lofty One that mhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy
place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones.” Again for the comfort and encouragement
of the individual who may be even hated by his brethren on
account of faithfulness in spiritual matters a further word of
strong consolation was given through the same prophet, “ To
this man will 1 look (saith the LOKD) even to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at My word.”

And of the little remnant of a remnant in Malachi iii, 16,
we read ““ the LorD hearkened, and heard ”—these words are
not identical. Hearkened has the sense here of attention
arrested; heard expresses rather the loving interest in those
who were not speaking ro Him but to one another abour Him.
These were they who feared the Lorp, trembled at His word,
and loved to speak often one to another about Him. They had
their reward in the mutual comfort of His love, but more
awaited them, They shall be Mine in that day when I make
up My jewels (lit. peculiar treasure).

“ Ask for the old paths and the good way, walk therein and
ye shall find rest for your souls.” If reproached for the Name
of CHRIST on account of devotion to His Name and word,
there is another ancient word which has been a great comfort
to such for faithfulness in keeping in the old paths and the
good way, and this is what it says: “Hear the word of the
Lorp, ye that tremble at His word; Your brethren that hated
you, that cast you out for My name’s sake, said, Let the LorD
be glorified: but He shall appear to your joy, and they shall
be ashamed” (Isa. Ixvi, 5).

The Response of the Heart

AND there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah
to the hold unto David. And David went out to meet
them, and answered and said unto them, If ye be come
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peaceably unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit unto
you; but if ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, seeing
there is no wrong in mine hands, the Gop of our fathers look
thereon, and rebuke it. Then the spirit came upon Amasai,
who was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we,
David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; for thy Gop helpeth
thee (1 Chron. xii, 16-18).

There is a beautiful picture here in the heart’s response to
David’s person. Some of Benjamin and Judah come out to
the wildemess, to find David during the time he is cast out of
the kingdom. But this evidence of their desire is not enough,
and David challenges them, challenges their hearts and
motives. How refreshing to his own spirit must have been the
response. There was nothing in his circumstances to attract
them, and there appeared no prospect of future glory, so that
we may conclude that it was the person of David himself that
really drew them. We read, “ The spirit came upon Amasai.”
It was the delight of the Spirit to respond in this way to David,
and the pledge of complete identification follows with the
promise of a peace that only faith could apprehend, for the
reason for it, “Thy Gop helpeth thee,” was known only to
faith.

There is a sense in which we face a challenge similar to
this every time we gather around the LORD in the presence of
the tokens of His death. Today is still the time of His
rejection, and there is no visible evidence of any glory to
follow. The bread and the wine seem to say to us,—What are
you doing here? There is nothing here but declared weak-
ness, even unto death : —why have you come? And it is only
as led by the SpiriT that there will be a similar willing response
in our hearts, for He who testified of David, testifies with
perfect delight of David’s LORD, who is also there, according
to His promise, in the midst of the twos and the threes
gathered to His Name.

“Thine are we, David.” Yes, here are the memorials of
that death by which we have been redeemed. That body,
prepared for this very purpose, was laid down in death for us,
and the precious blood of CHRIST was shed for our ransom.
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In the presence of these memorials, we delight to own that we
have been bought with this price; that we belong to Him who
took our place in death. We are gathered because of this
very thing, to remember this blessed Person, rather than to
think of His glory, while at the same time it is our joy to
utter His worthiness, to whom also we have been given by the
FATHER, the recompense for His suffering and travail. This
is the response of love to that great love that brought Him to
deliver Himself up for us, that we can know and say, “ Thine
are we.”

They knew Him by name. They did not come to the
wilderness to someone unknown, but to one whom they knew
by name. “Thine are we, David.” And it is not to be
doubted that the LorD’s heart is delighted today when we
come to Him as to One well known. If we have known the
value of His work, and have companied with Him in the way,
then we may rest in the communion of His presence in perfect
delight, finding His fruit sweet to our taste, It was not pre-
sumption of John to lean on JEsus’ bosom, that place was
ever open to a loving heart, and still is; all that He is, all
that is conveyed in His Name, may be enjoyed in the quiet
rest of His presence.

The deep inner conviction of the soul produces action
consistent with the conviction. There is no such thing as an
abstract relationship—that is, one only acknowledged intel-
lectually—and life, and the assurance of life, is proved by
what is manifested. “ Thine are we ” is the blessed assurance
of relationship; “ On thy side” is the inevitable manifested
result. Inevitable, that is, where there is the true devotion of
an honest heart. How can we deny Him who has brought us
to Himself? If our heart is exercised, if our affections are
warm, we shall rejoice to be known as His in the very place
where He is rejected, and shall covet the commendation given
to those who have not denied His Name. This is the claim
on us of the bread and the cup, for, says the apostle, “ we
thus judge, that if One died for all, then were all dead: and
that He died for all, that they which live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them,
and rose again ” (2 Cor. v. 14-15).
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“Thy Gop helpeth Thee.” There are secrets revealed to
love that the enemy is not to know yet, but will prove to the
full in the day of our LorD’s glory. We meet around Him
here until we are taken to that glory. This is the expectation
of the place: “Till He come.” We know His worthiness
today, and how all things are in His hand—hidden from
others, it may be, but the blessed assurance is ours of Gop’s
good pleasure in CHRIST. “ The pleasure of the LorD shall
prosper in His hand.” A peace in which we shall have a very
blessed place with Him shall be the outcome of all His travail,
and the recompense of His worthiness. And today, gathered
around Him, we may rehears¢ His worth in His ear, for
nothing delights His heart like a true and firm apprehension
of His excellency. Our occupation with it before Him brings
the response that “Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the
honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue™ (Song
iv, 11).

And thus, in the time of His rejection, may His heart
rejoice in the response of those drawn, not to His power and
glory, but to the beauty and worth of His peerless Person.

D.E.B.

Encouragement in Difficult Days

WE cannot fail to notice that much of the ministry of the

Old Testament Prophets is occupied in denunciation and
exposure of the people’s departure from the way of the Lorp,
and their consequent falling into evil ways, which brought
the judgment of JEHOVAH upon them. But the eye of the Holy
One of Israel was upon those who sighed and cried over these
abominations (Ezek. ix, 4), and trembled at His Word,
(Isa. Ixvi, 2, 5) in contrast with those who would not regard
His Word and refused His admonitions (Isa. xxx, 15).

If our hearts are straitened and distressed in the midst of
the prevailing departure and indifference, let us return to the
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rest and peace of Gob’s presence, there to find salvation and
solace for our souls. Looking up with quietness and confi-
dence we shall thus find spiritual strength to go on with the
Lorp. Shall we fall into the snare of pulling away the
shoulder and stopping our ears? (Zech. vii, 11). It is fatally
easy to go with the multitude and to find our own pleasure.
(Isa. Mviii, 13).

On the very eve of the LorD’s coming for His own, hearts
grow cold towards our beloved LORD, spiritual insensibility
has allowed the enemy to sow tares among the wheat, but still
His voice pleads with us recalling us to Himself. Who or
what is there that we would allow to take His place in our
affections? Deep personal attachment to CHRisT is the
antidote to all the poisonous and soul withering influences
that abound today. Let us return to Him, taking with us
words of confession, contrition and confidence, for He will
receive us graciously (Hosea xiv), and cause us to revive and
grow for His pleasure and joy. There will never be any
abatement in His love and care for His own. Alas that we
should be so easily ensnared by the subtle and insidious
influences which abound on every hand, and little by little
be drawn away from the simplicity that is in CHRiST. If we
would keep ourselves in the love of Gop, we must pray in the
HoLy GHosT, and watch thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints. Epaphras laboured fervently in
prayer that his brethren might stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God (Col. iv, 12).

There cannot be spiritual progress without communion with
the Lorp, and a quiet unwavering confidence in Him. Neither
can we live on another’s spirituality, but must each feed on
CHrisT for ourselves; reading the word with humility of mind
and resolutely refusing to compromise the truth which shall
abide for ever. Like Moses we must meet Amalek (a type
of the flesh), with the sword of the SpiRIT, which is the word
of Gop. The LoRD is our banner and the flesh must perish
for ever (Num. xxiv. 20). The Lorp will certainly be with
us if we walk with Him; may it be that we shall be found of
Him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

L. Howson.
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The Body of Our Humiliation
(Philippians iii, 21 R.V.)

THE body in which the Christian now lives belongs to his

condition of humiliation and suffering in this present world.
While in this “tabernacle we groan, being burdened,” for the
body we now have contains the sinful nature, and is associated
with death.

It is true that the body is the instrument by which the evil
nature within us executes its sinful desires. But it is more
than this. The body is sometimes the occasion of sin. Is not
the drunkard’s body the exciting cause of his besetment?
When the body is weak or sickly the temper is apt to be
irritable. In fact, a good meal can sometimes alter the outlook
on life!

The fact is that we are not built in watertight compartments.
The body affects the mind, and the mind affects the faith; and
vice versa. A part, at least, of Elijah’s unbelieving dejection
was due to physical exhaustion. And it would seem that
Luther’s burly and robust physique was in a measure respon-
sible for the boldness of his faith. A Christian’s actual output
of work for his MASTER is usually far less than he desires, by
reason of the heaviness of “ that torpid ass "—the body. And
a few with inherited infirmities or organic disease find it
virtually impossible to engage in what is usually known as
Christian work. They can just manage to “keep going”
each day, and have to use their spare time in trying to regain
sufficient strength to enable them to get through their daily
tasks.

Believers sometimes fail to grasp the fact that nature
ignores motives. Ill-health is the result of the violation of
nature’s laws, whether in the service of evil or of good. Some
Christian workers may imagine that because they become ill
in the LoRD’s service they are entitled to expect a speedy,
easy and almost miraculous cure. And they are painfully
distressed when a cure tarries or never comes.

When healing comes, it is always Gop who gives it, for “in
Him we live, and move, and have our being.” He is the
Author and Sustainer of all life, including the life of our body.
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But He usually heals, both in the case of Christians and of
non-Christians, through natural means, such as diet, rest,
exercise, climate, medicines, surgery and mental suggestion,
and by the operation of those vital forces within the body,
of which He is the Author and Renewer. There are, of course,
many authenticated cases of Divine or miraculous healing
through the prayer of faith, such cases not being confined to
any particular church or company of Christians. But the
general rule is for a sickness to run its ordinary course in the
case of the believer as in that of the non-Christian, It is a
mistake to fasten the attention on the exception, and dishonest
to erect the exception into a standard.

The apostle tells us, by implication, to “keep the body
under.” This cannot mean that we are to keep the body in
a weak state, for he advises Timothy to take a little wine for
his indigestion and frequent sicknesses. The meaning is that
we should keep the body in the condition of a healthy,
obedient and willing servant, under the control of our higher
nature.

The spiritual body, the “ house from heaven,” for which
the Christian looks, will be in perfect harmony with the
spiritual life which it contains, will be in perfect harmony
with its new environment, and will be perfectly controlled by
the redeemed spirit. The body “is sown in corruption, it is
raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.”

So we look for the SAaviour, the LorD JEsus CHRIST:
Who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it
may be conformed to the body of His glory ” (Phil. iii, 20,
21 RV).

E. Apams.
Lest We Forget

(Another Reprint on Church Development and Departure)

THE Church of Rome in St. Paul’'s day was acknowledged

by him as being Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. Composed
of those who were “saints by calling,” whose *faith was
spoken of throughout the whole world,” and who were in
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full communion with the Apostles, she was indeed what Rome
still claims to be. But what was the “faith of our fathers,
holy faith,” of which modern Romanists are never weary of
singing? Examined in the light of the Scriptures the Roman
faith in Apostolic days was such that no present-day Romanist
would recognise it as his. A few .of the doctrines firmly held
by first century Roman believers were: Justification before
Gop by faith alone; enjoyment of peace with Gop as_the
normal experience of a Christian; joy in GoD because fulltl)]'
reconciled to Him by CHrisT's death; baptism unto d

and not as a means of regeneration; assurance of “no con-
demnation ” and “no separation,” together with a joyous
spirit of sonship leading to liberty of worship; assurance of
salvation to every believer; and the exaltation of scripture as
the means of joy and peace in believing. These are some
of the early Roman Church doctrines which strangely enough
are neither held nor taught by Romanism to-day. Scripture
and tradition is what Catholic doctrine is based upon. Our
Lorp’s words in S. Matt. xv. 1-9, on tradition transgressing,
adding to, and neutralising scripture, show the inevitable
result in formalism and hypocrisy. Formalism and hypocrisy
however, are not peculiar to Romanism; indeed, using geo-
graphical terms which have also acquired an ecclesiastical
significance, it might well be said that from Plymouth to
Rome, and everywhere en route, this danger threatens. To
be taught the fear of God by the traditions of men is fatal to
spiritual life and godliness, and was condemned by Isaiah in
his day. While Rome, to-day as always, dogmatically holds
and maintains the Christian faith as to Gop; the deity and
humanity of CHRIST, the GODHEAD and personality of the
SpIrIT; the inspiration and infallibility of scripture; the doom
of the finally impenitent; she has obscured, overlaid and
corrupted the truths of the gospel of the grace of Gop by
adding to the Christian faith the commandments of men.
Her peculiar doctrines of the Immaculate Conception of B.V.
Mary; Papal infallibility; purgatory; indulgences; veneration
of relics; invocation of saints; worship of images; and extra-
ordinary devotions to the Mother of our LorD are additions
to ‘“the faith once delivered to the saints.)” The cause is
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found in the weird doctrine of development applied to revealed
truth; the result is seen in the tendency to obscure the real
features of Rome’s original faith. The dates of the frequent
and successive [nnovations of the Roman church may prove
interesting in connection with her development of doctrine.

The Invocation of Saints ... AD. 375
Prayors for the dead 400
Worship in unknown tongue 606
Supremacy of the Pope ... 606
Worship of the Cross, Images, Relics ... 787
Constrained celibacy of the clergy 1000
Canonisation of saints 1000
Infallibility of the Church 1075

Pope Urban II. instituted the first crusade
for the material Image of the Cross,
and since then millions of lives have

been sacrificed ... 1095
Sacrifice of the Mass 1100
Seven Sacraments ... 1160
Transubstantiation ... . 1215
Compulsory confession to a pnest 1215
Elevation of the Host and the use of hghts

in the daytime .. 1220
Ringing of bell at Mass ... 1227
Corpus Christi Day 1264
When the Host is transubstantlated by a

priest it is Caredet in possession ... 1336
Withholding the cup from the Lalty 1415
Purgatory ... . 1438
Tradition 1546
Apocryphal books ... 1547
Priestly intention necessary to the vahdlty

of a Sacrament . . 1547
Venial sins ... . ...+ 1563
Sale of mdulgences 1563

Creed of Pope Pius IV., in which twelve

new Articles of Faith were added to

the Creed, composed A.D. 325 1564
Immaculate conception ... 1854
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Papal infallibility ... 1870
Assumption of Virgin Mary 1952

The following is the answer given to a Roman Catholic
journalist at an Anglo-Catholic public meeting by a clerical
leader—a Church of England clergyman: —

“ We are exactly 1,016 clergymen who have these last eight
years subscribed to the faith of the Council of Trent, and
pledged ourselves to preach it to our parishes. Moreover,
some two thousand others are in sympathy with our aims, and
join us every year with their parishioners in a Novena for the
return of the Anglican Church to the Papacy.”

It is not at all surprising that the representative of the chief
Roman Catholic journal said, “ The writer’s first impulse was
to fling his cap and rush out to tell his fellow-Catholics all
about it.”

But what of the feeling of shame and dismay in the heart
of evangelicals, and of all who grieve over Rome’s apostasy
from her earliest faith!

And how loud the call to return to the utter simplicity of
the gospel of the grace of Gop, and the transparent sincerity
of faith and fellowship solely based upon the Scripture of
truth. Can we hear it? We need to awake to the trend of
things in the so-called religious world to-day, and to quit
ourselves as men of Gop, that is, those who stand for Gop
in an evil day.

QUARTUS.

Psalm xxiii is the sheep speaking about the SHEPHERD;
St. John x the SHEPHERD speaking about His sheep.

\ * * *
“T shall not want ” “1 will fear no evil ” are two precious

negatives. If I do not want in the present and do not fear
for the future, then surely I am in a happy position.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges
By THE EpiToR

The Book of Judges is one of the most interesting books in
the Bible, with messages for all ages, food for the heart and mind,
and illustrations of how, to the Jewish people, prosperity was a
reward of faithfulness, and adversity the wages of disobedience.
It is remarkable among other things for its variety; and the
hinges upon which the history of Israel turns in the days when
the Judges ruled are relapses through man’s unfaithfulness to
known duty and revivals granted through the pity and compas-
sion cf GoOD in answer to their pitiful appeals from time to time.
All through the four and a half centuries, under the twelve
Judges raised up by the LORD for their deliverances from succes-
sive terms of servitude, the constant clashes were between what
the ANGEL of JEHOVAH—one of the Christophanies before the
permanent Incarnation of the SON of Gob—calls “My covenant
and your league (covenant),” with resultant snares and adver-
saries entailed by disobedience and forgetting responsibility
(ch. ii. 11-13).

The high calling based upon redemption by blood and power
from the Egyptian bondage, confirmed by the miraculous wilder-
fiiess providences and victorious entry into Canaan under Joshua,
was forgotten by the generation then in the land, and instead of
being a living growing testimony to JEHOVAH the GoD of all
the earth, they became like the heathen peoples around forsaking
GobD and sinking into idolatry and gross moral evils. This is the
charge the ANGEL makes.

Yet the Book of Judges opens on a singularly hopeful note not,
however, maintained throughout. It is, that although great
human leaders have passed away the Divine Leader ever remains
with His people, the opening verses of chapter one being, to a
Bible student, reminiscent of Hebrews xiii. 7-8. There the people
of Gob are exhorted to remember their leaders who have spoken
unto them the word of Gop but are passed away; and are re-
minded that the Captain of their Salvation still remains for
“JEsus CHRIST is the SAME yesterday, and today, and for ever.”
Fudges commences with, “Now after the death of Joshua it came
to pass that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who
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shall go up for us against the Canaanites to fight against them?
And the Lorp said, “Judah shall go up: behold I have delivered
the land into his hands” (i. 1-2).

There is a similarity in the way both Joshue and Fudges open
with references to the passing away of Moses and Joshua whose
leadership had, by Divine appointment, meant everything to the
people; and in the immediate reminder in each case of their
true King, they not having then sought another like the nations
around to rule over them, and lead them to battle. So they ask
Him for guidance and at once receive it; this being carried out
and resulting in fellowship in service of Judah and Simeon, there-
by the victory over long entrenched foes is granted them.

‘The Book of Fudges falls into three distinct sections, chapters
i-iii. 7 being introductory, and giving a general summary of the
conditions prevailing when the Judges ruled, of which far too
close a resemblance spiritually presents itself in Christendom
today. The second section, containing the story of the disasters
and deliverances under the various Judges, is in chapters iii. 8-
xvi; and the appendix, chronologically misplaced, is given in
chapters xvii-xxi; and it is there the whole sad secret of
apostasy is revealed in words twice repeated, “In those days there
was no king in Israel, and every man did that which was right in
His own eyes.” Such a policy is fatal in church and state.

The Book of Judges taken as a whole is a story of Revivals
and Relapses, much as the spiritual history of Christianity would
be if truly considered. On every page can be clearly read a tale
of human disobedience leading to disasters involving untold
misery followed by Divine direction which, when followed, led
to deliverance. In each case the deliverance springs from the pity
and compassion of GoD of Whom it says, “His soul was grieved
for the misery of Israel,” (x. 16). It is “with mercy and with
judgment,” as the poet sings, “the web of time He wove.”

Just as Israel were expected to maintain strict separation from
the people of Canaan and their idolatrous ways and moral evils,
so the Christian is called to eschew worldliness, to fight the good
fight of faith, and thus to overcome the world. “They are not
of the world, even as I am not of the world,” is our LORD’S
declaration in St. John xvii. 16, followed by that other great
word, “As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also
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sent them into the world,” (v. 18). In the world to be a testi-
mony to Him Whom the world refused, therefore aliens from its
pleasures, follies, interests and idolatries of wealth and position.
Alas the history of the churck in the world presents rather the
world in the church. '

Hence in Fudges spiritual weakness and low moral conditions
resulting from intermarriages, toleration of local paganism, and
adopting the line of least resistance to encroaching evils lead the
Israelites to forget their true calling and character, and why they
are in Canaan at all. And in the Christian company is not the
wide gap between profession and practice often lamentably evi-
dert? Fudges, with its story of Revivals and Relapses, is up-to-
date.

(To be continued D.V.)

G0

“ The Fellowship of His Sufferings ”

The Lorp JESus CHRIST is unique and inscrutable in His
Person, the sum of perfection and beauty, and witnessed to be
flawless in all His ways when manifested as Man here. He is the
only one to whom the epithet Perfect can be applied without
qualifications. Yet we are reminded that our Gob, in His mercy
10 us, has given for our help the example of a man of like passions
with curselves, who trod the Christian Way as we do, and whose
soul-consuming desire was to be so like CHRIST, and for CHRIST,
that he could say, as he seeks to help us, “Be ye followers of
me?”” adding the proviso, “even as I also am of CHRIST.”

Paul learned much in those three days when he was without
sight and did neither eat nor drink. The wound had gone deep,
the lesson was being thoroughly learned, and he emerges from
the experience with a clear knowledge of the forgiveness of his
sins, of the fact of his union with CHRIST, and that at some day
he would be conformed to the image of CHRIST in glory.

How much this conforming applied to Paul’s inner life we
have often been reminded, and his Epistle to the Philippians is
the treatise on this subject he has left for our help.
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But Paul not only desired to “know CHRIST and the power of
His resurrection” in this way; his affection for CHRIST JESUS
His LorD was so great that he desired he might even outwardly
suffer and die in the same way as His Lorp. “That I might know
...the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable
unto His death” is part of Paul’s in-wrought desire. Truly he
knew what a privilege it would be to “follow His steps™!

How far this earnest desire was attained is reflected in the
records of Paul’s career and his Epistles, and a contemplation
of some of these may both strengthen and humble our souls.
The following are an indication of some similarity between
our LorD’s sufferings and those of His faithful servant Paul.

Whilst our LORD came to be the SAVIOUR of the World, yet
His first mission was to the Jews—“He came unto His own.”
Alas, He was refused by them, for “His own received Him not.”

Paul, too, laboured first for the Jew, for on visiting a strange
city he first sought the Synagogue, “as his manner was.” But he,
tco, must feel the sadness of rejection, for time and time again
his compatriots “judged themselves unworthy of eternal life”
and rejected the message Paul brought to them.

Our LoRrD wept over Jerusalem saying, “How often would I
have gathered thy children together!” Paul likewise carried this
burden in his heart, for he could testify, “I say the truth in
CHRIST, I lie not . .. I have great heaviness and continual sorrow
in my heart...for my brethren my kinsmen according to the
flesh.”

The Lorp’s life “led only to the cross,” but that death must
be accomplished at Jerusalem. “It cannot be that a prophet
perish out of Jerusalem,” He testified. What were the emotions
of His heart as He entered that hostile (yet beloved) City for the
last time! And so with Paul. Jerusalem must be the place of his
betrayal and apprehending, for he was fully aware of this and
declared that he was “ready, not to be bound only, but also to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the LorD JEsus.”

We do not know that Paul was actually betrayed by one who
was his “own familiar friend’ as was the LORD; but we have on
record that he was on occasions “in perils of false brethren,” and
must have felt all the accompanying anguish of such an ex-
perience. (Alas for Israel when, in the coming Tribulation, the
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False King will betray them and break his covenant with them!
How much they will have to experience, not only outwardly, but
in heart what they caused their MESSIAH to suffer!)

The Lorp’s trial and examination before a callous Gentile
Ruler and a wicked Usurper-King (“that fox Herod”) were re-
flected in Paul’s answers before Felix the Gentile, and King
Agrippa the Jew. The trial of scourging by “Roman rods”
ordered by Pilate was later known by Paul, for “thrice (says he)
was I beaten with (lictor’s) rods.” The Jewish insults to our
Lorp also were somewhat reproduced for Paul when he suffered
one of the few punishments the Jews were allowed to inflict—
“of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.” (“Save
one!” Then a suggestion of mercy was shown to Paul. But when
our blessed SUBSTITUTE was “smitten of GOD and afflicted,” the
wrath of GoD was inflicted without mitigation. Solemn thought!
No “save one” at Calvary!)

“All forsook Him and fled,” says the Evangelist, and the LORD
was left alone by those whose cause He had come to take up.
“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook
me,” said Paul, when He had witnessed a good confession so that
others might reap the benefit and “obtain the salvation which is
in CHRIST JESUS with eternal glory.” His gracious absolution,
“] pray GoOD that it may not be laid to their charge” may have
been prompted by the remembrance of our LORD’S “FATHER,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

“Away with Him, crucify Him! His blood be on us and on
our children!” was the expression of a whole nation’s hatred.
What were Paul’s thoughts when probably those very “children”
cried against him, “Away with such a fellow from the earth; for
it is not fit that he should live!”

This storm of hatred surely reached its height when the Divine
Sufferer prayed, “Save Me from the lion’s mouth.” In mercy to
Paul, however, he was, at that “first answer,” saved from that, for
he records, “I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”

And now, CHRIST is above, delivered out of all, and far above
the power of Satan or malice of men, “angels and authorities and
powers being made subject unto Him.” So Paul, in anticipation
of his place in that same kingdom, could by faith rise in spirit
above all around him—above all thought of despondency, or
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sorrow, or death, and triumphantly, even exultingly, cry, “And
the LoRp shall deliver me from every evil work and preserve me
unto His heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen!”

Truly Paul was a “chosen vessel,” and given a part in suffer-
ings above that of any called to tread the same Christian Way;
but even the consideration of these things may aid and encourage
us in our little experiences, for unto us dso “it is given, in the
behalf of CHRIST not only to believe on him, but also to suffer
for His sake.”

J. R. GRADWELL.
——C O m—

One Thing

It is instructive as well as interesting to notice how often one’s
attention is called to “One Thing” in the Scriptures. It may be
a thing to be desired and sought after, or a vital thing that is
lacking in devotional accomplishment.

Abraham had the one thing without which it is impossible
to please GoOD, and the LorRD JESUS reveals to His unbelieving
audience the secret of Abraham’s devotion, in the memorable
words: “Abraham rejoiced to see My day, he saw it and was
glad” (John ix. 56). Evidently Abraham’s heart was set on one
thing, which was the Lord’s honour and glory.

Moses shows the one thing that his heart was set upon in the
request given utterance to as soon as he had the opportunity, say-
ing: “Shew me Thy glory” (Exodus xxxiii. 18). How wonder-
fully Gop has responded to this heart-felt devotion in that He
“Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
Gob in the face of JEsus CHRIST (2 Cor. iv. 6). GoD has de-
clared with a voice from heaven that JEsus CHRIST is His Be-
loved SoN in Whom He is well pleased (Matt. xvii. 5).

David shows in the Psalms the one thing that his heart was
set upon: “One thing have I desired of the LorD, and that will I
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LorD all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in
His temple” (Psalm xxvii. 4). He was inspired to say also:
“The Lorp said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until
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I make thine enemies thy footstool” (Psalm cx. 1). He under-
stood the significance of this plain statement, while the Scribes
and Pharisees could not answer the question which the LorD
JESus put to them about it (Matt. xxii. 41-46). David could
say: “I have set the LORD always before me: .... and declare
that at the LORD’S right hand there are pleasures for evermore
(Psalm xvi. 8-11).

Job recognized that there was only ome thing that he needed
in nis distress to take away his fear. He longed for a “Daysman”
to come between him and GobD on his behalf (Job ix. 33). He
acknowledges the one thing that was the cause of his distress,
the difference between himself and Gop, in that he was a sinful
man and GOD was holy.

In the New Testament the LorRD Himself commends the one
thing that he found in Mary, that was lacking in Martha, saying
that that one thing should not be taken away from her.
 The apostle Paul, writing to the Philippians, describes the one
thing that was his object: ... “Forgetting those things that are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things that are before, I
press towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of Gop
in CHR1ST JESUS (Phil. iii. 13).

Can we not all follow the example of the apostle Paul in press-
ing towards that mark, which means living in the momentary
expectation of seeing Him, and being transformed into His image
(1 Cor. xiii. 49-58).

“One thing thou lackest,” is what the LORD JESUS said to the
one who asked him what he might do that he might inherit
cternal life. He claimed to have fulfilled all that the law re-
quired from his youth. He was sad, and went away grieved at
the thought of giving up everything that he valued, and taking
up the cross and following JESUS. It was beyond all human
effort, to follow the LORD JESUS to the death of the cross, as was
clearly shown by all His disciples forsaking Him and fleeing when
the supreme moment came (Mark x. 21-22).

One thing deprived Moses of the privilege of leading Gop’s
people into the promised land—he spoke unadvisedly with his
lips (Ps. cvi. 33). Let us take care that acting unadvisedly does
not deprive us of any privilege that might otherwise be ours.

G. S. PURNELL.
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The Place

(Genesis xxii. 3-4)

Abraham had been called out of heathenism from Ur of the
Chaldees, to inherit the land of Canaan. There JEHOVAH had ful-
filled His promise and given Abraham a son in his old age. In
chapter xxii GOD calls upon Abraham to offer up to Him his only
son, upon one of the mountains which He would tell him of.
Manifesting prompt obedience, Abraham rises early and sets out
on his journey. On the third day Abraham lifts up his eyes and
sees “the place” afar off. It was to become a place of unforget-
table memories to him, “the place” from whence he received back
his son from the dead in a figure (Heb. xi. 19). So Gobp could
from eternity look to “the place’” where His SON was to be offered
up, and to the hour when He would make Him Who knew no sin
to be sin for us (2 Cor. v. 21), “the place” where obedience re-
ceived its due reward, and where JEHOVAH provided, and where,
in fellowship with His servant, He speaks of “thy seed” which is
CHRIST.

THE PLACE
(St. John xviii. 2)

“The place” where JESUS ofttimes resorted with His disciples,
to which Judas comes that he might betray JESUS, and where all
His disciples forsook Him and fled. Gethsemane was a place of
particular remembrance to the disciples, for there they had often
heard the gracious words that fell from His lips, words in season,
bringing comfort and peace to them always. With what loving
care had He instructed them, in plain and simple language
(John xvi. 29-30) and that they might believe that He was the
CHRIST, the SoN of Gop. “The place” known to them as the
spot where they often gathered around the LorD, becomes “the
place” where He knew loneliness and betrayal.

THE PLACE
(St. Luke xxiii. 33)

“The place” called Calvary. This is where we gather in spirit
on LorD’s Day morning, ‘“the place,” unique, solemn and
hallowed, where we wait before the LORD, apprehending afresh
the tremendous issues which came to fruition there. The waves
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and billows {fowed over Him there and deep called unto deep
when He made His soul an offering for sin. He cries there with a
loud voice, “it is finished,” and bows His head in death. The
majesty of suffering, the holiness of Gob, the awful weight of our
sins, the unrelenting enmity of evil against Him: all gathered
there in mighty conflict. But JESUS in perfect dependence, bows
under the deluge that sweeps over Him. “The place” called
Calvary is where love, grace and obedience triumph. To the
world only “the place” of a skull, may it be “the place” to which
we shall often lift our eyes.

Abraham locked forward from “the place” and rejoiced to see
CHRIST’S day, we look back to *“the place” and rejoice in Him,
the living One, who became dead, and is alive for ever more.

Stephen the martyr (Acts vii. 49) quotes from Isa. Ixvi., where
is “the place” of My rest? No magnificent temple could ever be
GopD’s place of eternal rest. Only in His beloved SoN could Gop
rest finding an added joy in the work of Calvary’s cross, “the
place” of perfect rest for Gop and for us to all eternity,
where: —

“Thy soul’s exceeding sorrow,
Thy crying strong with tears,
While keeping lonely vigil,
Thy Father knows and hears.
O Lorp, “the place” called Calvary,
Was shame and death to Thee;
Stricken of Gop and dying
As LamB of Gobp, for me.” L. HowsoN.
——Oy O

Notes on “ The Lord’s Prayer”
(St. Matthew vi. 9-12; St. Luke xi. 2-4)

This prayer the LORD gave to His disciples before His death
and resurrection, and (needless to say) it perfectly suited the cir-
cumstances of that time. He had already made known to them
that they had a FATHER in heaven. This was unknown to the Jews
before CHRIST came to teach them, and only applied to those
who were truly disciples of JESUS. JESUS had not yet been finally
rejected by the nation of Israel, the kingdom was still in view
and the prayer “Thy kingdom come” was appropriate. “Thy
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will be done on earth as it is in heaven” follows on this and will
be fulfilled when the kingdom is set up on earth by CHRIST, as it
surely will be. Before the cross Israel was stll in relation to
GoD on the basis of works so the prayer asks for forgiveness on
the ground that they forgive their debtors.

2. Subsequently, when the rejection of the LorD JESus by
Israel was definite, the LORD gives fuller instructions to His dis-
ciples regarding prayer. These are found in the gospel of John
(chapters 14-15). First, He teaches them to ask “in His Name”;
He refers to this six times in the three chapters. Presenting our
petitions and thanksgiving to the FATHER in the name of His
SoN, our LorDp JeEsus CHRIST, is the special characteristic of
christian prayer, but the LORD does not mention this in “the
LoRD’s prayer” because the latter was appropriate for the transi-
tional pericd before His death as stated above. In these chapters
in John the LoRrD also brings His disciples into the enjoyment of
much nearer relationship with the Father than “our FATHER
which art in heaven,” for He says, “If a man love Me he will
keep My words: and My FATHER will love him, and We will
come unto him, and make our abode with lim.” That is a very
near relaticnship and communion with the FATHER and the SoN,
which is not expressed in “the LORD’S prayer.” He says again
“the FATHER Himself loveth you, because ye have loved Me, and
have believed that I came out from Gop.” After His resurrection
He brings them even closer to the FATHER in association with
Himself in the mesage given to Mary to deliver “I ascend unto
My FATHER and your FATHER; and to My Gop and your Gobp.”
3. Instead of asking for forgiveness on the ground that we for-
give others, every believer in the LoRD JESus and in His atoning
death on the cross should know that his sins are forgiven, and the
exhortation is “forgiving one another even as Gop for CHRIST’S
sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians iv. 32).

4. As to temptation “ler no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of GOD” (see James i. 12-15). “Gop is faithful, Who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able” etc.
(1 Cor. x. 13). Also believers in the LORD JESUS are delivered
from this present evil world, from the power of darkness, from the
bondage consequent on fear of death, etc. (see Gal. i. 4; Col. i.
13; Heb. ii. 15).
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5. Unlike the Jewish remnant—the disciples to whom the LoRD
taught “the LORD’S prayer”—believers in the LORD JESUS now
should be “looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appear-
ing of the great Gob and our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST” (Titus ii.
13), rather than for the kingdom. The Jewish view of the kingdom
was a time of peace, prosperity and blessing for the nation of
Israel, but the christian hope is for the LORD to come in the air
for His own (1 Cor. xv, 51-52; 1 Thess. iv, 14-17); and for Him
to be displayed in glory here on earth where He was once
despised and rejected—to reign “till He hath put all enemies
under His feet” (1 Cor. xv. 25 and many Old Testament and
New Testament passages).
6. Nevertheless it would be well that our prayers should follow
the general pattern of “the LORD’S prayer” in that
(a) We should address GoD in the nearest relationship re-
vealed to us (Paragraph 2 above).
(b) Our first thoughts should be the glory of His Name and
what is due to Him, before we think of our needs.
() When we think of our needs we should not ask for things
which are merely a matter of self indulgence (see James
iv, 3), and so our prayer should be in principle for bread
for this day.
(d) In the spirit of shewing grace to one another we should
not harbour bad feelings towards others.
(e) Praise and worship should also mark the ending of our
prayers.
7. The Lorp Himself prayed three times ‘“‘saying the same
words” in the garden of Gethsemane (Matt. xxvi, 44). The
apostle Paul prayed thrice that the thorn in the flesh might de-
part from him (2 Cor. xii, 8). But it is altogether inconsistent
‘with the teaching of Scripture and the privilege of a believer in
the LorRD JESUS to pray a fixed form of words day after day,
still less to do so several times a day. Apart from “prayer books”
we easily drift into more or less thoughtless forms of prayer. It is
hardly too much to say that constant use of “the LORD’S prayer”
has often reduced it to an empty repetition (see Matt. vi, 7),
and that if Gop answered it literally and promptly the petitioners
would be greatly disturbed, to say the least.
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8. Finally, since the day of Pentecost (Acts ii), the HOLY SPIRIT
of Gop dwells in every believer, and He leads out our hearts in
appropriate prayer if we are subject to Him. After the
coming of the Lorp for His own (1 Thess. iv, 14-17), the
“LoRD’S prayer” will again be appropriate for the Jewish rem-
nant awaiting the Kingdom (i.e. The millennium).

J. C. KELL.

ES e
Land In Sight

We sighted land on the Friday morning after a week’s tossing on the
stormy Atlantic. It was a welcome sight, telling of the journey nearly
ended and rest at last.

AND is in sight! The home of the blest,
L We’ve sighted the land where soon we shall rest;
The joys that await us no tongue can declare,
We long to be anchored for JEsus is there.

Land is in sight, the voyage nearly o’er,

No waves, and no billows, e’er break on that shore;
There sorrow is ended, and tears all are dry,

No cloud ever lowers to darken the sky.

Land is in sight, the long promised land,

Soon we shall reach it and on its shore stand:
But, oh! best of all ’twill then be to see

The blest face of JESus, with Him there to be.

Land is in sight, the journey nigh o’er,

There farewells ne’er come, and friends part no more;
There JESUS awaits us to welcome us home,

Where from Him we never shall wander nor roam,

Land is in sight, the glory’s before,
Behind is the tempest, and wild billows roar,
To Him be our praises, who's led us along,
His love, grace and mercy, the theme of our song.

E. E. NICHOLS
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges
By THE EbDITOR
(continued from page 123)

THE story in Judges opens with the record of a general relapse
into idolatry by the people of Israel. The cause of this is
stated later by a Psalmist in words even more revealing than
those in the narrative itself. “ They did not destroy the nations
concerning whom the LORD commanded them: but were
mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. And they
served their idols, which were a snare unto them. Yea, they
sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, and shed
innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and their daughters,
whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land
was polluted with blood. Thus were they defiled with their
own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.
Therefore was the wrath of the LoRD kindled against His people,
insomuch that He abhorred His own inheritance.” (Ps. cvi.
34-40).

Eight years of bondage under the tyranny of the King of
Mesopotamia, whom GoOD used as an instrument of correction,
brought not only a deep sense of their self-caused misery and
distress, but awakened them to the only possible hope of any
deliverance from it. So out of the depths they cried to Gop
“Whose soul was grieved for the misery of Israel” (x. 16),
“Who delighteth in mercy.”

Othniel the first of the Judges appears on the scene, and it
is to be noted “ the LoRD raised up the Judges ” that it may be
clearly seen that “ Salvation is of the LorD, a principle every-
where stressed in Scripture. Not elected, chosen or appointed
by the people were these Judges, neither did any take the
position without Divine appointment, they were chosen, called
and faithful.

Othniel, the first of this new order, was always reckoned by
the Jews to be the highest of them all. The younger brother of
Caleb “who wholly followed the Lorp,” Othniel seems to have
belonged to a family which was included in the commonwealth
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of Israel by grace (as Numbers x. 29; xiii. 6, where “ for ” not
“of ” the tribe of Judah would suggest).

The important thing in connection with his appointment is
that the HoLy SPIRIT is here first mentioned in Scripture as the
SPIRIT of JEHOVAH. It is not so much the thought of the might
of Gob, as of the grace and condescension of the One Who in
the covenant relationship taken by Him was their Redeemer
pledged to the need of His people. Hence the fitness of the title
taken by Him on the occasion of the raising up saviours, as the
Judges were literally called to be.

Under Othniel Israel enjoyed a true revival and the land had
rest for forty years; but upon his death they soon relapsed
again into their evil state and “they vexed His HOLY SPIRIT
and turned Him to be their enemy ” says a Psalmist. It is a
thing never to be overlooked by the people of Gop that relation-
ship regulates responsibility. Israel then, in the days of the
Judges, like Christians in our own times, occupied a place of
special relationship to Gop, and this aggravated their offences.
Hence the exhortation to ourselves “grieve not the HoLy
SPIRIT ” is enforced by the reminder “ by Whom ye were sealed
unto the day of redemption” (Eph. iv. 30).

Eglon, the King of Moab, was the instrument next used by
GoD to recall the people to the loss and misery entailed by self
will and stubborn rebellion. Eighteen years of oppression by
Eglon gradually made the people of Israel realise afresh what
an evil and bitter thing it is to forsake the LORD and go after
other gods. In Ehud the Judge, then raised up to deliver them,
some words of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians receive illus-
tration. “ Gop hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty” (1 Cor. i. 27), for
Ehud the new Judge was a member of the smallest tribe in Israel
and also a left-handed man.

The details of his initial exploit are such as do not call for a
verse by verse exposition, but they do serve to prove him to be
one of those who through faith “ out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the armies
of the aliens” (Heb. xi. 34). His personal exercise is soon
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followed by blowing the trumpet of testimony and gaining an
overwhelming victory for the people under his leadership. As a
man of faith in the God of Israel, he cries, “ Follow after me:
for the LoRD hath delivered your enemies the Moabites into
your hands.”

The third of the Judges, Shamgar by name, is one of whom
very little is recorded. Indeed, the exploit placed to his account
appears to have been little more than a successful skirmish
against the Philistine invaders. But the sacred writer says, “ he
also delivered Israel,” and this was what the LorD had raised
him up to do, and to be a saviour or Judge.

Othniel had his advantages, Ehud his disadvantages, and
Shamgar his insignificance, according to their respective records,
but each had his own place, did his own work, all of which is
written for our learning and encouragement. As in our LORD’S
parable of the Talents, “ unto one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one; to every man according to his several
ability ” (St. Matt. xxv. 15), so it was in the case of the Judges,
the Lorp Who raised them up knowing their several ability.
The lesson for ourselves, surely, is to fight the good fight of
faith, fill the post assigned us, and according to our ability
whatsoever we do, do it heartily as to the LORD, and not unto
men . . . for ye serve the LORD CHRIST.

e GO

On Watching and Waiting

“ Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching
daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My
doors™ (Prov. wviti. 34).

IN Old Testament days godly men watched and waited for
their promised MESSIAH (1 Peter i. 11); in these days be-
lievers are called to watch and wait for the blessed hope, the
coming LorRD. More than one word is used in the original of
the New Testament to describe what the translators render as
““ awaiting,” “ waiting for,” or ‘“looking for.”
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Of three of these the first we will consider here is given in a
Greek Concordance as

TO WAIT FOR, TO EXPECT.

In our English version the same one is variously given as
“ waiting for” (Luke ii. 25; xii. 36; xxiii. 51); and as “looking
for ” (Luke ii. 38; Titus ii. 13; Jude 21). To the aged Simeon
in Luke ii. 25, it was revealed by the HOLY SPIRIT that he should
not see death before he had seen the LorD’S CHRIST. In what
sense then did he wait ? Surely as one who expected: the
secret of the LORD was with him, filling him with living faith
and expectancy. As the HoLy CHILD JESUS lay in his arms and
the supreme moment for which he had waited so long came, he
blessed Gop and said, Mine eyes have secen Thy salvation. Anna,
the prophetess (Luke ii. 36-38) spoke to a group of waiting
ones “ to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”

Another beautiful example of a * waiting ” one is the honour-
able counsellor Joseph of Arimathea, “ Jesus’ disciple, who also
waited for the Kingdom of Gobp,” of whom each of the Evan-
gelists makes mention. To the Jews the cross was indeed a
stumbling-block, not so to Joseph. How far his spiritual intelli-
gence went we do not know, but when the new tomb is opened
to lay the body of his LORD therein, Joseph is mentioned as one
who expects the Kingdom of Gop, as also did the penitent
robber when he prayed, “LORD, remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom.”

It is by our conduct far more eloquently than by our words
that we tell to others, and above all to our LoRD, how really we
are expecting Him. “ Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights shining, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for
their LORD . . . blessed are those servants whom the LorD when
He cometh shall find watching ” (Luke xii. 35-37).

We may well “wait” and “look ” as those who “expect” ;
no signs are to be looked for, but “the LorD Himself shall

come > and His voice will summons all His own to meet Him
in the air (Cf. 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17).

Another word occurring once only yet rendered also as “ wait ”
in 1 Thess. i. 10, is described as
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“ TO HOLD OUT, TO WAIT FOR AS FOR THE COMING

OF THE MORN.”

Those young believers at Thessalonica enduring bitter persecu-
tion and opposition far the sake of the Name of CHRIST are
spoken of as “ waiting for His SON from heaven, even JESUS.”
This waiting had a special character in their circumstances,
namely, that of holding out, waiting as for the dawn through
the long darksome hours of the night. But that the night would
end in cloudless day, they were confident as they waited for
Him; meanwhile they so diligently served the living Gop that
their “ work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope
called forth special thanksgiving to Gop from the Apostle who
had brought the gospel to them.

A third word which calls for notice is not unlike our first
one, but is described as

‘““TO WAIT LONG FOR” or “ TO AWAIT ARDENTLY.”

The simile of the bride waiting for the bridegroom describes
not so much the awaiting an event as the waiting for a person,
the object of one’s love. Not just a desire to leave a scene of
suffering, sorrow, trial and difficulty, but an ardent desire to see
the One Who has engaged our affections and won our hearts
to Himself. Waiting for the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST
(1 Cor. i. 7); our citizenship in heaven from whence we look
for the Saviour, our LORD JESus CHRIST (Phil. {ii. 21) ; these
are where “ to wait long for” and “ to await ardently ” perhaps
more clearly emphasise the familiar words of the A.V.

Not only do we wait and ardently long for that moment of
“the Rapture,” but the earnest expectation of creation waiteth
for the subsequent manifestation of the sons of Gop (Rom. viii.
19), awaiting ardently that day . . . “ and not only they but we
ourselves . . . waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our
bodies, if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience
wast for it” (Rom. viii. 25). Blessed is the man that heareth

. . watching . . . waiting.
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“We wait for Thee, Thou wilt arise
Whilst hope her watch is keeping;
Forgotten then in glad surprise
Shall be our years of weeping;
Our hearts beat high, the dawn is nigh,
That ends our pilgrim story
In Thine eternal glory.
S. G. ScatLes.

Behold the Glory of the Lord

“ Behold the glory of the LORD filled the house. And he
said to me, Son of man, the place of MY throne and
the place of the soles of MY feet, where I will dwell in
the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and MY
Holy Name, shall the house of Israel no more defile
neither they nor their kings.” Ezek. xliii, 5-7.

N the midst of judgment GOD remembers mercy, and so it is

that the bright beams of coming glories shine out from time
to time in pages of judgment, like precious jewels that the dust
of centuries or ruins of ancient temples can never hide (Nahum
i. 7). Truly prophecy is like unto a light shining in a dark
or squalid place, to cheer the pilgrim’s heart until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in our hearts. It is indeed the constant
assurance of Divine triumph in the end that makes its study of
so real and profitable interest to the believer, who (saved by
grace in this present dispensation of grace) is enabled to see
beyond present things and is “ looking for that blessed hope, and
the appearing of the glory of the great Gop, and our SAVIOUR
Jesus CHrist ” (Titus ii. 13). Ezekiel had been sent of GOD
with the most stern denunciation of judgment on the conduct
of Israel, and the assurance of coming judgment already falling,
and with strokes more severe to follow on the rebellious nation.

How his heart must have burned within him as he listened to
this glorious message and glorious affirmation, combined with a
vision of that glorious and holy future at the end of the tribu-
lation and chastisement foretold to his contemporary prophet
Daniel, but here displayed in vision before the eyes of Ezekiel.
Even the plan of the Holy City and Temple whose latter glory
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as assured to Haggai was to be greater than the former (Haggai
ii. 9).

Should not our hearts burn within us as we (now so much
nearer that coming day) can by the HoLy SPIRIT unfolding to
us, see the glories concerning the LORD JESUS in things to come,

These words of final triumph and glory were given in a day
of ruin and judgment, and though fulfilment was yet far off,
godly souls embraced them. The possession of those precious
promises made them a separated waiting people (Heb. xi.
13-16). The vision of the Coming One, the glory of the Holy
city whose foundations were built by GoD was indeed “the
light of the lonely pilgrim heart,” as Habakkuk wrote, “ Though
it tarry wait for it, it will surely come,” and looking on to it
from a day while evil seemed in the ascendant he says, “ yet
will T rejoice in the Lorp, I will joy in the Gob of my salva-
tion” (iii. 18). Shall we fail in the patience of hope, and
faith, or lack of interest in these blessed themes as though they
were really far off, and our LorRD delays His coming. Paul
the apostle sought to encourage the saints in his day with his
awakening word, “ Now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed ” (Rom. xiii. 11). The day is at hand, and the Author
of these promises assures us that the gracious and mighty One
who is coming, yea, came once nineteen centuries ago, is coming
again, and “ Will not fail nor be discouraged till He have set
judgment in the earth” (Isaiah xlii. 4).

Here let us pause a moment and wonder, Why so long?
While evil lifts up its head and suffering saints still cry with
Habakkuk “ O Lorp, how long? ” Can it be that the bright
beams of coming glory are faded out in the shadow of His
cross? Must we give up hope with those who said: “We
trusted that it had been He that should have redeemed Israel ”” ?
Are we to believe, as many seem to do, that the precious
promises to Israel can never be fulfilled seeing that the King
came so long ago and was rejected? “ He came to His own
and His own received Him not.” The place of the soles of His
feet is still defiled. The city that He owned to be the city of the
Great King is in alien hands, and the house that He called “ My
FATHER’S house ” destroyed (John ii. 16). Or worse still, shall
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we say, “ Why concern ourselves about the future of Israel? ”
No, let it not be so! For all that concerns the future glory of
our LoRD should be precious to us even as He is precious. How
slighting such thoughts are of the gracious love of Him Who
speaking to His FATHER said, “ The glory that thou gavest me
I have given them; that they may be one even as we are one”
(John xvii. 22). The glory of that coming day He wills that
we shall share with Him. Passing on a little, Ezekiel was
bidden, “ Shew the house to the house of Israel that they may
be ashamed of these iniquities and let them measure the pattern
thereof ” (v. 10-11). Here we may trace an analogy that may
lead us to shame and confusion of face, for we are living stones
in a spiritual house, builded together for a habitation of Gop
through the SPIRIT (1 Peter ii. 5; Eph. ii. 22). What answers
can our consciences give as we consider the form and pattern
of that house?

) Sixty years ago I well remember a dear honoured servant of
Gobp’ used to say, “ Everything committed to man’s responsi-
bility has failed, but Gobp’s purpose stands.” He could look
back over half a century earlier to the happy time when GoD in
His grace awakened in the hearts of many a renewed interest in
the favour and pattern of GOD’s present spiritual building, and
the heavenly calling of the saints, together with a new deep
interest in things to come. Blessed be GOD, notwithstanding all
our failure the purpose and foundation of GOD stands firm, and
though there are vessels to dishonour to be purged out from and
much wood, hay and stubble to be burned up, the gracious work
goes on and its future is assured. Its unity will yet be seen ir
glory, and its purity eternal. A glorious triumph of Gop’s
grace, “ fitly framed together,” a “ holy temple in the Lorn.”

“Unto Him be glory in the church by JEsus CHRISI
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. iii. 21)
ComMprTON MoOSS
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