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December, 1954
To OUR READERS,

Another year of WORDS OF HELP constrains us to
render thanks to the LOorRD for help in this branch of His
happy service. A sincere echo arises in our hearts as we
write, and the more so as the years pass, of the words of
the Psalmist, ““ the GOD of my mercy.”

Our readers still send encouraging letters with assurances
that WORDS OF HELP continues to live up to its title.
Very gratefully we again make our acknowledgments to
those who give valued help by their contributions to our
pages, thereby serving the Lorp and His people.

To our Printer and Publisher for their very practical
assistance in the production and circulation of the Magazine
many thanks, and to those who distribute it at home and
abroad also.

The prayers of our Christian readers are still needed and
valued by your friend

THE EDITOR.
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That Blessed Hope
(Titus ii. 13)

If T were told that CHRIST would come tomorrow,
That the next sun

Which sinks would bear us past all fear and sorrow,
Care and pain,

All the fight fought, and all the journey through;
What should I do?

I do not think that I would shrink or falter,
But just go on,

Doing my work, nor change, nor seek to alter
Aught that is gone;

But rise, and move, and love, and smile, and pray
For one more day.

And lying down at night for a last sleeping,
Say in that Ear

Which hearkens ever, “ LORD, within Thy keeping
How should I fear?

And when tomorrow brings Thee nearer still,
Do Thou Thy will.”

I might not sleep for awe: but peaceful, tender,
My soul would lie

All night long: and when the morning splendour
Flashed o’er the sky,

I think that I could smile, could calmly say,
“It is His day!”

. ANON.

Made and Printed in Great Britain and Published by C. A. Hammond,
11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1.
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FOR THE NEW YEAR
HITHERTO — HENCEFORTH
(1 Samuel wvii. 12; St. Jokn i. 51)
“Looking back, we can but bless Thee,
Looking forward, but adore;

For Thy present favour give Thee
Children’s praises evermore.”

HE writer of these choice lines was one who found in Ex-
.perience and Hope a quiet contentment in a long life full of
incident and adventure at home and abroad.

In early life her attention was drawn to the miserable condi-
tions under which poor Italian organ-grinders with their
monkeys, and the roast chesmut sellers, were living in the then
lowest slum of Deptford (long since condemned, cleared and
covered by blocks of modern dwellings). Here, in a quiet way,
she began a ministry of love among them for CHRIST’s sake, her
fluent knowledge of Italian paving the way. These poor un-
wanted foreigners were charmed by her kindly interest in them
and gladly listened as she read the Scriptures in their poor
hovels. '

When the slum clearance order came into effect the scatter-
ing of the people to other districts brought her work there to
an end, and became a part of the “hitherto” in her life the re-
sult of which only the Day of CHRIST will reveal.

Scorning the comforts which her station in life commonly
desired her thoughts tumed to the foreign Missionary field, and
the way opened for her to go to China, then as now a real
Missionary field. A meeting with a Chinese Missionary and his
wife who were shortly returning afforded just the opportunity
she desired. They had originally gone out under the auspices
of the China Inland Mission, but had been led to see that all
Christian service is rightly rendered under direct responsibility
to the Lorp, and in dependence therefore upon His guidance
for the supply of all needs spiritual and temporal. Being in this
of the same mind she accompanied them upon their return
journey to China. After some years of happy fellowship and
fruitful service this was suddenly interrupted and a short sea-
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son of almost complete isolation followed. During this time
she continued her work alone among the women and children.
The loneliness of this period led to a deepened confidence in
the Lorp, the One Who never leaves nor forsakes His people
in any circumstances whatsoever. Faith and patience so exer-
cised were rewarded after a while by the arrival of a small band
of like-minded workers to cheer and comfort her, and for
several years this happy fellowship continued. Then extreme
age necessitated retirement from her long service in China, and
returning to the homeland, for the rest of her pilgrimage Miss
C. Helena von Poseck still served the LORD as opportunity
afforded.

Among a dozen or so of choice devotional hymns in which she
reviewed the ‘“hitherto” and anticipated the “henceforth™ those
at the head of this paper occur, and may well serve to quicken
our grateful reflection, standing as through mercy we do as
Frances Ridley Havergal sang “at the portal of the opening
year.”

For ourselves, too, this opening of another year reminds us
that the road of the “hitherto” by which we have arrived at the
present is one lined with abundant blessings. The stages of
the road “hitherto,” namely, infancy, childhood, youth, maturity,
age and perhaps in some cases old age were marked by the
patience, perseverance and loving kindness of Him Who
“crownest the year with Thy goodness” (Ps. lxv. 11).

We do well also at this time to reflect upon the follies, way-
wardness, wilfulness and oft forgetfulness of Gop Who in spite
of all has still borne with us and endured us. Of Israel it was
said, “they vexed His HorLy SpIrIT” while He suffered their
manners in the wilderness. Alas, alas, confesses the truly con-
trite believer, how true of myself!

One who seriously reflected upon this side of the “hitherto”
exclaimed,
“That Thou canst think so well of us,
Yet be the Gop Thou art;
Is darkness to my intellect,
But sunshine to my heart.”

For such, though enjoying the forgiveness of sins and the
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knowledge that “their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more,” yet being truly contrite can never forgive themselves.
Thus one-is safeguarded from drifting into the sad condition in
practical Christian life of the short-sightedness of which the
warning is given in 2 Peter i. 8, 9. “Who hath forgotten that he
was purged from his old sins.” It is indeed with a humble and
contrite spirit which in the sight of the Lorp is of great price
such gratefully confess, “Hitherto kath the Lord helped us®

That “hitherto” is the promise of ‘“henceforth” our Lorp
assured Nathanael upon his great avowal, “Rabbi, Thou art the
Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.” JESUS answered and
said unto him, “Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the
fig tree, believest thou?” This was the “hitherto” of Nathanael,
now follows the great “henceforth.” ‘“Thou shalt see greater
things than these...verily, verily, I ‘say unto you, hereafter
(henceforth R.V.) ye ghall see heaven open, and the angels of
Gop ascending and ®escending upon the SoN of MaN.”

The lines with which these meditations started on “Hitherto”
may well be followed by others from the same pen on the
“Henceforth.”

“Stretched before us lies a future
Filled with bliss no tongue can tell—
Thine own house of many mansions,
Where we shall for ever dwell.”
W.G.T.

——— O m—

ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD AND THE
GLORY OF THEM.
(St. Matthew iv. 8.)

THE kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, regarded
as one united whole, has been the coveted ambition of man
from time immemorial, and how many men have been allowed
in self-will to prove the impossibility of men ever attaining such
an object.

The devil claims “All this power,” since man in general has
been ready to listen to and submit to him rather than to Gob,
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and he dangles it before men’s eyes as an incentive to do homage
to him. With the impudence of a usurper, he offered it to its
real Owner, when he was allowed by divine over-ruling to do
so, saying, “For that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever
I will give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be
thine.” As the embodiment of all that Gop intended man to be,
JEsus CHrisT, Who is shown to us as “GoD, manifest in the
flesh,” resisted the devil’s appeal with what is written for man’s
guidance by divine inspiration. “Thou shalt worship the Lorp
thy Gop, and Him only shalt thou serve.” (Deut. vi. 13;
Luke iv. 6, 8.)

In Matthew xii. 29 this sphere of power is referred to by the
Lorp JEsSus as “The strong man’s house,” to be “spoiled only”
by first “binding the strong man,” while in Luke x. 18, the
Lorp JESUS anticipates, as if it were an accomplished fact, the
fall of Satan as lightning from beaven, agd, having given power
to His emissaries over all the power of the 8nemy, He admonishes
them to rejoice that their names are written in heaven rather
than in the fact that the spirits were subject to them. Then
again He refers to the enemy as “The prince of this world” and
expresses the certainty of the judgment of his sphere of activity,
and of his being himself cast out. When the climax of His
carcer as a man approached, He says “The prince of this
world cometh, and hath nothing in Me” (John xiv. 30).

From a merely human standpoint, it looked as if the devil
was making good his claim, when he brought an apparently
united world against the rightful Heir and killed Him, and was
it not evidently a great stumbling block to His followers to see
Him meekly submitting to the worst that the enemy could do?
Where is the Kingdom of Gop to be found? “Except a man
be born again” he cannot even see it (John iii. 3), and “Except
a man be bomn of water and of the Spirit” he cannot enter into
it. New birth, and the guidance of Gop’s HoLy SPIRIT alone
can make it plain.

The “strong man” who is even now to faith a conquered foe
has yet to be bound, but before being bound, divine prophecy
shows plainly that the sphere of his activity is going to be con-
fined to the earthly kingdoms, when in the person of the beast
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and with the help of the false prophet, he makes the whole world
do homage to him. Death will be the penalty for all who won’t
acknowledge his supremacy.

So, before the Kingdom of GOD can be established on earth,
the strong man’s kingdom, the kingdom of r.he prince of this
world referred to in Daniel ix. 36, as the “prince that shall
come” has yet to be set up, and destroyed by divine interven-
tion. Proud man, who has always preferred the devil to Gob,
will no doubt find him and his kingdom as popular as that of the
true King has been unpopular. The anti-christ will be as readily
received as the true CHRIST has been rejected (John v. 43).

Recently a learned doctor, addressing a Methodist Confer-
ence, advised his hearers to take part in politics, in order to
help in preparing the course of this world for the Kingdom of
JEsus CHRIST. Alas! the idea of men preparing the world for
CHRIST belongs to the realm of men’s imaginations. Simple
faith knows that GOD alone can do this, and when He begins to
act, it will be a very drastic and effective proceeding. Ortho-
doxy unfortunately prefers to rely on historical traditional in-
terpretation of prophecy, and to pretend to believe that most
if not all prophecy has had a literal historical accomplishment.
It explains away the truth of the 10 Kingdoms, “that give their
power to the beast” that was and is not and yet shall be. This
has never yet had any sort of fulfilment, in accordance with facts,
and the image of Daniel, which portrays the course of Gentile
authority to the end, when “a stone cut out of the mountain
without hands falls on the feet of the image” and smashes it all
up. When this takes place, the image is complete in all its parts,
but the ten toes are not yet clearly developed. The idealistic
dreams of men find it hard to accept the revival of the empire
responsible for the condemnation of the King of the ]ews, or
of the Jewish kingdom that betrayed Him to that empire, com-
pelling it to act unjustly.

Human sentiment dislikes the thought of a hell, and torment
for ever and ever, and so it makes the thought of both heaven
and hell merely figurative, and denies the existence of devils.
It turns the gospel into mere philanthropy, and makes out that
the soul remains unconscious till the resurrection, which is re-
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garded as general and taking the form of a sort of re-incarnation,
deliberately setting aside all that the Word of GOD reveals. Let
us beware of all the delusions to which unbelief is going to be
given up, and cling whole-heartedly to revealed truth!

G. S. PURNELL
—C e

THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF JUDGES
By THE EDITOR
(Fudges iv. 5)

“IN those days there was no king in Israel and every man did

that which was right in his own eyes.” And the picture
presented after twenty years of this is one of incredible failure
and feebleness on the part of the people of Israel.

Spiritually, GoD was increasingly being forgotten as “they
chose new gods” and sunk into idolatry.

Socially, everything gradually disintegrated; “the highways
were deserted”; trade languished as the caravans ceased to use
the roads; venturesome travellers resorted to byeways, or (as the
marginal reading suggests) used crooked ways and devious routes
as likely to afford more shelter from ambushed archers lurking
near the wells and fountains to which necessity of course forced
people. Many of the villages were destroyed, or at any rate
ceased to be occupied, as, in the confusion and panic produced
by the prevailing lawlessness, families herded together in such
towns as afforded more protection.

Nationally, the condition was such- that after submitting to
twenty years of galling and disgraceful servitude to a heathen
despot who boasted of his nine hundred iron chariots (tanks as
we should say today), “mightily oppressed them.” Then at long
last, they remembered that “GoD is our refuge; a present help
in trouble” and tumed to Him for deliverance. The prevailing
state of things had become so bad that any hope of testimony
to the Name of Gop of Israel faded out. Yet the very land they
occupied had been taken possession of by their fathers in His
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Name. Then Deborah arose, a prophetess and a mother in
Israel, there not being a single man to whom they could turn in
their present need. What a confirmation of their low spiritual
and moral condition and what a rebuke to the men of Israel im-
plied thereby.

On the moral and spiritual plane Deborah becomes the voice
of the living GoD speaking to the conscience of a recreant people
who had forgotten Him and cast His laws behind them, since
“every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” Sending
for the only man likely to heed the message from Gop, Deborah
sent and called Barak with the word of the LorD GoD of Israel’s
command and promise of His active intervention in this hour
of national disaster and distress. Barak certainly is a man, but
what a man! He recognises the command and promise of Gop,
but lacks faith to obey it fully. Instead: of exercising personal
faith in the living GoOD and answering to his own responsibility,
he leans on the faith of another. Undoubtedly he was the best
man available, but what of his unmanly reply as he says to
Deborah, “If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou
wilt not go with me, then I will not go.” And she said, “I will
surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou
takest shall not be for thine honour; for the LorD shall sell
Sisera into the hand of a woman.”

Poor Barak!! In leaning on the faith of another he only anti-
cipated numbers in later times, some as in the days of the pro-
phet who testified in the word of the LoRD, “they have
removed their heart from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught
by the precept of men” (Isa. xxix. 13). How many there still
are in this condition, whose spiritual affairs are transacted
secondhand instead of by direct contact with Gob.

Deborah, Barak, and the people of Israel are presented in the
Book of Judges as persons from whose conduct we ourselves may
learn salutary lessons. St. Paul says of the things that happened
to these ancient people “they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”

Gop’s purpose, of course, abides, although His thought of
deliverance seemed then only to be grasped by one woman; and
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the stern discipline of war with its attendant horrors was needed
to awake His people to a right sense of their condition. But the
prophetess knew the mind of Gop and stirred up the people to

prepare for His gracious intervention on their behalf, and styles
herself a mother in Israel.

As a result of Deborah’s maternal interest in Israel a move
was made in the right direction. “Where there’s a will there’s
a way,” runs the proverb, and especially if there is a woman
like Deborah behind the will. So we read that some who could
handle the pen came; other who could better handle the sword;
some wholeheartedly jeoparded their lives in brilliant exploits,
these may remind us of those valiant ones recorded in Acts xv.
26, “Men that have hazarded their lives for the Name of our
Lorp JEsus CHRIST.” Of some it is written, “They willingly
offered themselves,” and, since one willing volunteer is worth ten
pressed men, these counted for much in the conflict. But in
spite of the hearty response on the part of many, there were de-
faulters, who professed to be greatly exercised by the state of
things, but did nothing about it. “Each tribe is passed in review
by Deborah in her song. The easternmost and the westernmost,
who had alike been wanting: the sailors of Dan and Asher, who
had tarried in their fishing-craft, or in the creeks along their
coasts; the chiefs of Reuben, whose prolonged debates on the
banks of their mountain torrents only ended in their remaining

among the sheep-troughs to listen 10 some shepherd’s melody
in the hour of danger.”

Talking, debating, discussions ending in talk—how modern in
many a Christian assembly—and how futile. Some sulked and
failed in the hour of opportunity. Or did they really despair of
Gop and of the future for His people, since things seemed so
hopelessly bad? Did it not szem that Deborah was calling them
to a forlorn hope, since there were now no great leaders; no
really gifted men now like Moses and Joshua? Did they for-
get that the Captain of the LoRrD’s host never dies; but still lives
to lead on to the accomplishment of all Gop’s purposes? We
cannot say, but may well ponder some questions suggested by
this piece of ancient history. For example, as the professing
people of Gop we may ask ourselves:
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1. Are the highways of practical holiness deserted by us now?

2. Do the byways of crooked compromise afford us common
paths in things spiritual or secular—crooked ways?

3. The friendly villages of simplicity, sincerity and bro-
therly kindness—have they ceased in the Israel of Gop?

4. Are we still exposed to the sharp arrows of unkind criti-

cism, slander, evil speaking and contempt at our meeting places
for drawing water?

Then we must cry to Gob, while at the same time we must
co-operate with His present workings in grace; and ask our-
selves such questions as: Do we enjoy our portion in CHRIST?
Have we grasped His purpose in our salvation? Do we really
care for the testimony to CHRIST in these difficult days, and
realise our place in it as His witnesses?

(To be continued D. V)

O

ON THE WORD OF GOD

AT all times it has been good for the LoRD’s people to cul-
tivate a holy reverence for the Word of Gop; specially so
in these perilous times of the last days.

The Apostle Paul, in view of the terrible evils which would
come in after his departure, says, “And now I commit you to
God, and to the Word of His grace, which is able to build you
up and give you an inheritance among all the sanctified.”
(Acts xx. 32.)*

That “grievous wolves” have come in, and that “evil teachers”
from within Aave risen up, is now patent to any true lover of the
Lorp and His Word. In John viii. the LORD says to the Jews
who believed Him, “If ye abide in my Word, ye are truly My
disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set
you free.” Many, alas! despise that word and such will be held
accountable (Prov. xiii. 13). Many professed servants of Gob,
professing themselves to be wise, have become fools, and sit in
judgment on that Word by which they will be judged (John

* Quotations are from New Translation.
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xii, 48). Others, at will, take from it or add to it, having no
regard to the solemn wamings as to this, both in the Old and
New Testaments (Deut. iv.; Prov. xxx. 5, 6; Rev. xxij. 18),

Satan’s malice and man’s efforts to get rid of Gop’s Word
are alike powerless, for it still remains. “For ever, O JEHOVAH,
Thy Word is settled in the heavens” (Ps. cxix. 8, 9). It is a
lamp to the feet so that we may not stumble into the pitfalls of
the enemy; and a light to the path, pointing on to where the
pathway of faith ends (Heb. xii.). It is truly the chart and com-
pass of the believer over the sea of life here, as also his comfort
and consolation in trials and afflictions. The SPIRIT of GOD
ministering CHRIST to us through it, leads us to sit at His feet
to learn of Him, and thus to find rest in this world of unrest.
Thereby hopes have arisen in our hearts which will never find
full satisfaction until we see Him Whose love has kindled them.

By His Word “we have known and have believed the love
which Gop has to us” (1 John iv. 16, 17), and that JESUs the
SoN of Gob loved us and gave Himself for us, and hath washed
us from our sins in His own Blood. Therein, too, we learn that
He is soon coming to receive us to Himself. Whilst we await
His coming, He would have us keep the Word of His patience;
and (whilst He waits in patience at Gob’s right hand for His
day) to have our hearts apart from earth’s joys, honours,
pleasures, aims and pursuits, as those who through grace deliber-
ately cast in our lot with the REJECTED ONE; having learnt from
the Word that “all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the
FATHER, but is of the world; and the world is passing, and its
lust, but he that does the will of GoD abides for eternity” (1 John
ii. 16, 17).

In that Word is spread before us the wondrous pathway of
our blessed LorRp—the subject, dependent, obedient One, Whose
every look, word, step and work, went up to His Gop and
FATHER as frankincense of a sweet odour, and upon Whom the
FATHER could look with ineffable delight. “Thou art my beloved
Son, in Thee I have found my delight” (Mark i. 11; Luke iii.
22).
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Having come to Gop by the way of the cross through faith in
CHRiST and His finished work, redeemed to Gop by His Blood,
we, as belonging to the priestly family, have our portion of this
Oblation given to us of Gob’s offering by fire. Infinitely
blessed! Wondrous grace! The FATHER gives us to share in
His thoughts and joys in that Blessed One whose every step was

as music to His ear as He walked about doing the will of His
FATHER.

What a treasure-house and mine of wealth is the precious
Word of Gobp. May we each value it more than life, remember-
ing the words of the LOrRD JEsus, “If any man love Me, he
will keep My words, and My .FATHER will love him, and We
will come to him and make Our abode with him” (Jobn xiv. 23).

R. Goss

QO
THREE GOSPEL SIGNS

(“And this shall be a sign unto you,” St. Luke ii. 12.)

BEAUTIFUL sign, the Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes lying in a manger. All heaven is occupied with
this wonderful sign, and a multitude of the heavenly host praise
Gob. Herod and all Jerusalem, however, are troubled at the
news. The wise men from the east come to worship Him Who
is born King of the Jews. Shepherds hasten to see this thing
which is come to pass at Bethlehem. Mary ponders these things
in her heart. After an interval of forty days the aged Simeon
takes the Holy Babe up in his arms and blesses Gop. Neither
man nor angel had ever seen such a sign before. EMMANUEL had
come in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, GOD was mani-
fest in flesh. All whose hearts had been touched by Gob join in
worship and praise because of the wonderful sign which He had
given. “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.”
The display of Gop’s marvellous wisdom and grace at the
Incarnation bows us before Him to worship and adore. En-
tirely outside the understanding of the wise and prudent of this
world, we see in the lowly Babe of Bethlehem, the CHRIST the
sent One of Gop. This divine mystery should claim our con-
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tinued attention, that we may ever bow before Him in adoration.
St. John says, “we have seen with our eyes, we have looked upon
and our hands have handled of the Word of Life.”

(“The sign of the prophet Jonas.”)

In answer to the enquiry of the scribes and Pharisees our
LoRD replies, “as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
belly of the great fish so shall the SON of MaAN be three days
and nights in the heart of the earth.” This was another wonder-
ful sign; the SoN of MAN would enter into death, being three
days in the grave. Only by His death could deliverance be pro-
cured for man in his irretrievably lost condition, whether Jew
or Gentile. The Cross is the only righteous answer to every
claim of Gob’s holiness, thereby providing a way by which Gop
can justify the ungodly sinner who believes in JEsus (Romans
iii. 26). The Cross is a sign, unappreciated by the wise and pru-
dent, wherein is manifested the fullness of divine love, and the
immeasurable perfection of our LLORD’s obedience and faith-
fulness in completing the work He came to do.

(“What sign shewest thou unto us?”)

The raising of the body of our LORD was a third sign which
bore witness to His divine power as having life in Himself, and
also, as being the resurrection and the life; it was a sign that
witnessed to the truth that He was the SoN of GoD (Romans
i. 4). The resurrection was an essential part of the display of
the divine power whereby our Lorp having entered into death,
rises again triumphantly after three days. The disciples them-
selves at first could hardly believe that JESUS was risen from
the dead (St. Luke xxiv. 11). Now He is known to us as the
living ONE Who became dead, alive for evermore, having the
keys of death and of hades.

These three scripture signs form a threefold cord which can-
not be broken, testifying of His Incarnation, Death and Resur-
rection; truths upon which every believer rests by faith, the
basis of all blessing for the Church, the Jews, the nations and,
indeed all creation (Romans viii. 21, 22).

L. HowsoN
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges
By THE EbpITOR
(continued from page 9)

WHEN Gideon appears on the page in chapter vi he is a
middle-aged man with a grown-up son, and Joash, his
father, still living. His story is a veritable masterpiece of
inspired history, filled with encouragement and warning for
the reader. His career falls into two parts, in one of which
he is a brilliant success, entitling him to a place among the
heroes of faith in Hebrews xi; in the other, alas, as a sad
failure.

Of the twofold character of these Old Testament stories
the Apostle Paul reminds us, * For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope ”; and “all these things happened unto them for en-
samples and are written for our admonition . . . wherefore
let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
(Rom. xv. 4; 1 Cor. x. 11, 12)

In Gideon’s day things had again come to a very bad pass,
the inevitable relapse having followed the revival under
Deborah. The knowledge and worship of the true Gop had
nearly vanished in a welter of superstition; altars to Baal,
the god of lust and evil blood passions, being now again
erected all over the countryside. The people under the very
heel of their heathen neighbours, living in dens and caves,
despoiled of home and livelihood, cried out in their misery.
and GobD, Whose “ soul was grieved for the misery of Israel,”
sent a prophet to arouse them to the cause of their distress.

But the national conscience was fast asleep, and Gideon
alone appears to have been awakened by the prophet’s mes-
sage though addressed to all the people. He at once experi-
ences much personal exercise as to the prevailing condition
as verses 7-10 show; and is rewarded by a clearer view of
what the occasion demands by the visit of an angel with a
message from Gob to himself personally. Here was one whose
subsequent career proved to be willing to do the will of Gop,
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and the ever true principle that such should know, was
stamped by the authority of our LorD centuries later, ** If
any man wills to do His will, he shall know.”

There is a suggestive sequence in this story with a message
for ourselves in our own times. In the case of Gideon it was
fourfold:

1. Personal exercise as to the prevailing conditions.
2. Private exercise before God.

3. Public service before men.

4. Powerful results from all this.

Note first, this personal exercise as to the general condi-
tions leads Gideon to take a very depressing and discouraging
view of things. As a man of faith, and such he certainly was,
he felt something should be done for Gop’s honour. But
what? When? How? By whom? The answer comes
while occupied in his daily work. He is busy beating out a
few ears of corn in a secret wine-press instead of in the
threshing-floor lest the Midianitish marauders should discover
the household supply of wheat. His heart is rising to heaven
about the oppression of his people, but what can be done
about it, when, and by whom?

“The LorD is with thee thou mighty man of valour . . .
go in this thy might and thou shalt save Israel . . . surely 1
will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one
man.” This is the startling answer which breaks in upom his
solitary musings.

2. Private exercise before GOD now follows Is he dream-
ing? It all sounds so unreal, as though his exercised heart
is being mocked by the angel. At last he stammers out in a
kind of hopeful wonder, “ Show me a sign that thou talkest
to me.” How very true to life in these unusual circumstances;
but Gop never mocks a truly exercised heart. He is about to
act upon a secret principle afterwards disclosed (in 1 Cor, 1.
28). *“ Things which are despised, hath Gop chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are.”
Gideon himself is very conscious of his personal insignifi-
cance and feeling like a thing which is not of any account.
“Oh my Lord,” he exclaims in utter sincerity, *“ Wherewith
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shall 1 save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh,
and I am the least in my father's house”” It is of such
characters that Gop says, “ To this man will I look, even to
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembleth
at my word.” Hence the, what to us may appear at first sight,
extravagant form of address by the angel, becomes in reality
a simple statement of the divine plan of deliverance of Israel
by Gideon. '

3. Public service before man is here introduced as in the.
case of Moses by first putting domestic things right ; the
idolatrous altar in the house must be thrown down and the
grove destroyed. Gideon with-ten servants breaks down the
altar and cuts down the grove surrounding his father’s house.
He tears down the emblem of Baal worship and sets up again
the outward signs of the worship of JEHOVAH the GOD of
Israel. The way to deliverance, peace and prosperity for
Israel lay through that levelled grove and over that prostrate
altar. It still does when the modern equivalent of Baal
worship, money-loving, pleasure-loving, self-indulgence and
love of ease block the road to spiritual blessing and Christian
activity. Well may we pray:

“The dearest idol T have known,
Whate’er that idol be,
Help me to tear it from Thy throne
And worship only Thee.”

For Gideon it was like taking his life in his hands, but it
had its effect, and the sleeping conscience of the nation is at
last awakened. One man has stood for Gob, things now begin
to happen, and thirty thousand men are stirred up to take part
in delivering their country from the oppressors.

The thirty thousand are not an army—but a mob. Two-
thirds of them lack courage, glad to be out of the dangerous
enterprise and allowed to return home. Of the remainder the
majority are not too keen on the job, and a simple test reveals
that only a bare handful in comparison, some three hundred,
are really wholehearted in this business. To win the war, to
beat the foe, to save the nation was the main thing in their
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minds, and it was by the gallant three hundred that the victory
was won. Some plain lessons on the page for ourselves are
that quality, not quantity, is what counts in the service of
Gop; that the men He can use are wholehearted even at the
cost of personal comfort. Personal faith strengthens for ser-

vice, while occupation with personal comforts and convenience
disqualifies.

The symbolism of the empty pitchers, lamps and trumpets
in the story may well direct our thoughts along profitable lines
in this connection. We have the treasure in earthen vessels,
the light of the knowledge of the glory of Gop in the face of
Jesus CHRIsT, and the trumpet of testimony to “hold forth
the word of life.”

“ Do you know why it is that Christianity makes so little
progress? ” said a Chinaman to an Englishman. “It is be-
cause so few of you are like JEsus CHRIST.”

(To be continued, D.V.)

e

The Abiding Love of the Lord in Resurrection
(John xx)

¢¢ HEN Jesus knew that His hour was come that He
should depart out of this world unto the FATHER, having
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end ” (John xiii. 1). His love is clearly exemplified many
times after His resurrection in both John xx and xxi. That
the LorD’s love also still continues now He is in heaven is
clear from Rom. viii. 35, Eph. v. 28-30, and many other
Scriptures. But there is much to learn from the instances
given in the end of John’s gospel, which the * disciple whom
Jesus loved ” was inspired by the HoLy GHosT to record for
our instruction and blessing.
Confining ourselves therefore to the gospel of John in order
that we may not confuse the lessons peculiar to that gospel,
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we find that the LorDp had implied His resurrection in much
that He had said to His disciples. For example, He told
them He had power to lay down His life, and had power to
take it again (John x. 18). Again, He had told them a corn
of wheat must die in order to bring forth fruit, but He had
also told them that if He went away He would come again
(ch. xii. 24; xiv. 3). There are also many other instances in
this gospel. Yet the disciples had not understood or grasped
the truth of His resurrection. Consequently Mary of Mag-
dala, when she saw the stone taken away, jumped to the
conclusion that the body of JEsus had been stolen. Simon
Peter and John went home believing the same thing, although
they had been into the sepulchre. They had seen the grave-
clothes there. If the body had been stolen, would the thieves
have spent the time in the tomb removing the wrappings?
And if they had, would they not have taken off the napkin
that was about His head simultaneously, leaving it with the
rest? The RiseN LorD in His love had left the clothes there,
and the napkin wrapped together in a place by itself, evidence
of His resurrection, power and triumph for them to see. Like
them, alas! we are often blind to His loving way of meeting
our ignorance.

Devoted, broken-hearted Mary could not leave the tomb.
The Lorp in His tender love provided two angels in white,
adequate testimony of heavenly solicitude, to ask her in
gracious sympathy, “ Woman, why weepest thou? ” But even
then Mary failed to grasp the point, and her reply is a
repetition in substance of the false conclusion to which she
had jumped when she first saw the stone had been taken away.
The RiseNn LorD does not give her up for her denseness.
This is never His way, or where should we ourselves be? His
love for her (which led Him to the cross and to the grave)
has brought Him to the vicinity of the tomb and He Himself
repeats the angels’ question. She supposes Him to be the
gardener, for in her ignorance and blindness nothing was
further from her thoughts than His resurrection, and in her
request to Him she still adheres to her false assumption. Then
she hears her own name, spoken by Him in such loving grace.
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That one word broke down all the barriers of ignorance and
blindness of her heart. The perseverance of His love is over-
coming our denseness is wonderful, and when we are en-
lightened we are moved (as we judge Mary was) to an act of
worship.

The Lorp further shows His love by honouring Mary with
a message to His disciples, thus rewarding her devotion to
Himself which had kept her near the tomb. There is not a word
of reproach for her ignorance, but how different was the
message He gave her from what she had told Peter and John
on her own initiative! How essential it is that our endeavour
to speak (or write) of the LorRD to others should be commis-
sioned (as it were) by the Lorp Himself.

When we consider the message He gave her we find still
more evidence of the love of the RISEN LorD for His own.
He calls His disciples His brethren. First they were His
followers; then His disciples, learning of Him; His servants
to do His will; His friends, to whom He made known His
purposes—now His brethren, brought into the family circle
of the FATHER’S love and His. He emphasises that in this
new relationship they are very closely allied with Himself—
“My FATHER and your FATHER, My Gop and your Gob.”
The character of the whole message challenges them to re-
spond to such love by rejoicing that their RISEN LORD was
about to ascend to the FATHER.

There are doubtless many other lessons to be learnt from
these first seventeen verses of John xx., but consideration on
the foregoing lines draws out our hearts’ affections to the
RiseN Lorp who could deal so lovingly and patiently with
one who was really devoted to Him, though ignorant and
slow to learn. He has dealt, and does deal, with us in the
same way, blessed be His Name. May we be as devoted to
Him as Mary was!

The next incident in the chapter gives evidences of the
RiseN LorD’s love for His gathered ones. He Who had
triumphed over death spoke, “Peace unto you’ to those
who were gathered in fear. He had promised “ Peace I leave
with you, My peace I give unto you ” (ch. xiv. 27); and at the
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end of His discourse on His way to the garden He had said,
*“ These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might
have peace.” Now in resurrection He confirms this as He
stands in their midst. He shows them in His own Person the
evidence of His triumph over death and the grave, the very
foundation of our peace, and again says * Peace unto you.”
We cannot fail to see the love that was displayed in this—
love that allayed their fears, and assured them of His endur-
ing love for them in resurrection; love too that commissioned
them, empowered them, and gave them authority.

But Thomas the twin (your twin?) was not there. No reason
is given and we have no right to invent one. When the other
disciples told him they had seen the LorD, he said he would
not believe without material proof. The love of the RISEN
Lorp for Thomas was such that even his unbelief of the con-
certed testimony of the other disciples was lovingly met on
the following “first day ” (for both first and last days of a
period were counted so that * after eight days” is equivalent
to what we should mean by “ after seven days ). The LorD
confirms by His Presence their coming together on the first
day of the week. Again He announces * Peace,” for again the
doors were shut. Then in His fathomless love He meets all
Thomas’s doubts. We cannot wonder that Thomas’s response
is to own Him both Lorp and Gobp. Surely in verses 19-29
of this chapter we have a foreshadowing of the way the LorD
manifests His love to us when we gather on the first day of
the week to remember Him in * the breaking of bread.”
Peace fills our souls as we realise something more of His love.
By faith we see His hands and His side as we consider the
meaning of the bread which we break and the cup of which
we drink. His very Person occupies our every thought. Our
hearts worship Him, our LorD and our Gob.

“ Our theme of praise art Thou alone,
Thy cross, Thy work, Thy word.
Oh, who can fathom all Thy love,
Thou living, blessed LorD!
J. C. KELL.
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One Flock and One Shepherd
(St. John x. 15, R.V.)

“MY sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they
follow Me,” said the One Who truly claimed to be the
Good Shepherd, Who gave His life for the sheep. Some of
the Good Shepherd’s sheep were in the Jewish fold, and He
was calling them out, saying that He had other sheep which
were not of the Jewish fold, and them also He would bring
and there would be one flock and one Shepherd (John x. 16).

This One Shepherd mentioned that it was a special source of
His FATHER's love to Him that He gave His life for the sheep,
in order that He might take it again. *“ No man taketh it
from Me, I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment
have I received of My FATHER,” were His very definite words
in connection with the great sacrifice that He was making.

Those responsible for His crucifixion could not touch Him
until His hour was come, and even then He might have calmly
walked away as He had done before His hour was come,
when they went away backward and fell to the ground, but
He delivered Himself up to their will, saying: “If ye seek
me let these go their way.” And though they crucified Him,
they could not kill Him, like they did the two malefactors by
breaking their legs, but He astonished some of those present
by crying with a loud voice: “It is finished. FATHER, into
Thy hands I commit my spirit,” He said as He laid down His
life. Pilate marvelled if He was dead when the question was
raised about His burial, but the soldiers sent to see found
that He was “ dead already.” It was a very remarkable death,
even from a physical standpoint: three hours of darkness, an
earthquake, and the veil of the temple rent in twain from the
top to the bottom (not man’s rude hand from the bottom to
the top!), besides the loud shout of triumph, that seemed to
be miraculous coming from one in the terribly weakened state
that a mere man would be in after receiving the cruel and
heartless treatment that had been meted out.
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His body was taken down from the cross, and put in a
new tomb wherein no body had been laid, and the tomb was
closed with a huge stone, sealed and made as secure as human
effort could make it. Then an angel rolled away the stone to
let it be seen that the body was no longer there, and some
who were looking for the body were asked the question:
“ Why seek ye the living amongst the dead? He is not here
but risen.” The prophecy that was used by false witnesses
against Him had been literally fulfilled: ‘“ Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.” The temple was His
Body, and the One Shepherd had given His life for the one
flock, and the deed was sealed with the Shepherd’s own
blood, and nothing could alter it.

Unbelief asks: “ Where is the one flock now, among all
those that men call  their flocks” ? ” Simple faith recognises
in the Shepherd the omniscience of Gop, and believes that
where two or three are gathered unto His Name, there the
Divine Shepherd Who gave His life for the sheep is in the
midst, invisible to the natural eye, but made manifest to faith
by the HoLy SpiriT, Who alone can gather in this way.

Do you know what it is to be thus “Gathered to His Name™
by the HoLy SpiriT, Who is here to glorify the One Who
sought not His own glory, but the glory of the One Who sent
Him?

G. S. PURNELL.
e

Abram
(Genesis xil., xifi)
By W. KELLY
HAT we see in the word of GoD before this remarkable
account of the call of Abram, though profitable surely.
for us, is also humbling; and none the less the more we think
of it and see what Gop has told us of man’s sin and ruin,
not merely as bringing on the flood, but as following it. What
was to be done now? For GoD had hung out a sign in the
very heavens that He would no longer visit the iniquity of
the race as He had done in the deluge. There had been a
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secret principle of grace with Gop that He always acted on;
but now this principle was to be brought out manifestly.
What had made the difference in the case of Abel, of Enoch,
or even Noah? It was grace that had flowed to them and
wrought in them whatever was good and holy and true. But
there is a new thing that comes out in the history now before
us. It was to be no longer the favour of GoD in its hidden
dealings.

Promise was to be thenceforth a public ground of action
on the part of Gop. Is not this a most weighty and instructive
change? Gop was no longer content that He should act after
a secret sort. If He had Himself called souls without any
one knowing it outside, now He would make the call distinct
and plain, drawing to it the attention of friends and enemies:
and this so definitely that it has been the invariable starting-
point with Gop from that day to this. It was the call of Gop,
no more secret but evident to all.

So we are told in this place: * Now JEHOVAH had said to
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house unto a land that I will shew
thee.” We are apt to pass over such a statement of the ways
of GoD because of the tendency to confound what is a secret
of grace with what is manifest. But Abram was called by Gop
to a place of separation, so as to be manifest. This is the
express point with which the chapter opens, and the great
principle that Gobp would have us now to weigh with all
seriousness, as we read His word.

By Israel at Sinai the ground of law was taken. Yet Gop
had called His people by grace out of Egypt; but they were,
as most know, put (or put themselves) under the law. The
consequence was that, however divine the principle was, it
fell through in the case of the chosen nation. So again, Gop
has now applied the self-same principle to the call of the
church. There it is not (one need not say) a body put under
law, but the very contrary, dealt with in sovereign grace. It
is not merely mercy towards the soul, for this has always been
true; but Gop has a body publicly called in this world, com-
posed of such as are meant to be witnesses of His grace in
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CHRIST on high, just as much as Israel ought to have repre-
sented the law graven on stones and manifested it before the
whole earth.

This will shew, then, how early and wide the principle is.
But the LorD begins, as you can easily understand, first of all
with an individual; and there was great wisdom and much
force in this. Long centuries after, it was the resource of
the prophet Isaiah, impressed upon his heart by Gop when
Israel was passing into a desperately low condition, and with
the prophecy of still greater ruin at hand. How does he seek
to comfort the people? With the fact that Gop called Abra-
ham alone. He falls back upon what was the salient prin-
ciple of Gop’s dealing at this very time. It was as good as
saying, “ Be things as they may, count on the LorD. Impos-
sible to be lower than that with which Israel began; for when
Gop called and blessed at first, it was Abraham alone.”

To what end was this? Not only that he himself should
be blessed, but to be a blessing: and this not only to his own
seed, but to others far and wide. ‘* In thee shall all the families
of the earth be blessed.”

In the earth and with men, as they are, such is the sole
possible way of blessing. In the line of His call Gop brings
out His promises, and there it is that His blessing is found
and maintained. Man may, no doubt (not to say that he must,
when put on the ground of law), end in more manifest ruin
than ever; but the principle of His call is not only sound but
invariably true. If there is to be blessing at all in a world
that is ruined, it must be on the ground of one who comes
out obedient to the call of GoD, not staying where he is, nor
attempting to reform the evil in the midst of which he may be.
Gop made it particularly manifest at this time; for it was
now that the world for the first time had seen nations and
families and tongues, all arranged in the elements of that
which is in our day approaching its finally developed form.
The world was no more as it had been before the flood; it
was separated into its distinct nationalities. Government also
had now been instituted. This was of course an outward
mercy for the world. Wickedness was not to go on unpun-
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ished, iniquity must be restrained by the judge. Gop had
accordingly given responsible charge on the earth to man who
was thenceforth to curb evil in the world. He had authority
for it from Gob (Gen. ix.).

But now that idolatry had entered (Joshua xxiv, 2),
separation to Gob, the true GoD, comes in as the recognised
place. Instead of having souls to walk individually with Him,
although seeking to please Him by faith, Gobp, from that day
to this, takes up what was then a wholly new thing for man,
that, if He is to be pleased or magnified, if His will is really
to govern, it must be as separate to Himself, and not merely
by our looking to Him individually where we are, and in the
midst of all our national associations. Gop looks for more
now; He calls out. Hence the force of the word here, “ Get
thee out,” etc.

It is not simply “ believe ” ; this was not at all the question
put. The great object of faith was not brought out, though
we find a type of the way of faith in chapter xv. where
Abram’s faith is seen exercised on the word of promise that
GobD gave him; but still it is not a question here of the gospel
being sent out, nor of CHRIST being presented personally. It
is Gop who separates to Himself, at His own word, a man
who was in the midst of all that is evil—his own family wor-
shipping false gods like the rest. For although Gop had
already marked off a certain part of the sons of Noah as pre-
served for blessing, and Shem particularly so—that it might
be proved it was in no way an after-thought, but Gop’s pur-
pose in all stedfastness and not depending on a certain part
of mankind as in themselves better than others (though in
fact pity was there); yet here too was the solemn fact that
the family of Shem had gone into idolatry no less than others.
In spite of the predicted purpose of Gop, Shem’s sons had
proved faithless. What next could be done? Was there no
way of securing' Gop’s honour? This was the way: the call
of Gop goes out in sovereign grace, separating to Himself a
man no better than his fellows but avowedly involved in the
idolatries of his fathers. ‘“ Get thee out of thy country . . .
unto a land that I will shew thee.” (To be continued, D.V.)



Sparkling Gems

How the wolf would howl over one sheep branded with the
SAVIOUR’S name were that one to fall a prey to his teeth!
They are all numbered and each one in particular is known
to the GOOD SHEPHERD.

* * * * *

If you and I, beloved, walk with Gob and Gob be with us,
our godliness will show itself in the pity we feel and the kind-
ness we show to the feeble and the faulty.

* * * * *

As a creature you are frail; as an inhabitant of the world you
are exposed to casualties; as a man there is an appointed time
for you on earth. You must pass off with the tide, you must be
swept away with the generation. “ The time is short.”

* * * * *

Let your lips be a fountain from which all streams that
flow shall savour of grace and goodness.

* * * * *

As we travel home to our Father’s house the distance
diminishes and we begin to sight the city of the blessed, till
we think of “the home over there.”

* x * * *

In Gop's flock there are always some lame sheep . . . lame
sheep will commhonly be found even in the tiniest flock. It will
be necessary, then, to be tender of their infirmity.

* * * * *

I do not consider we sing enough to Gob. . . . For my part
I like to hear sacred songs in all sorts of places. The maid-
servant can sing at her work and the carter as he drives his
team. The occupations are few which could not be enlivened
by repeating the words and running over the tune of a hymn.
If it were only a faint whisper, the habit might be cultivated.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)



e e s P

. =7 _
From T fw"
\ & FroMm THE o) c

S SCRIPTURE o TRUTHL | )

,

é@mwmv@, eI

MARCH, 1954 VOL. XLIII No. 3

~ CONTENTS

{
) Page
@ Thoughts on the Book of Judges - - - 25
)‘< The Bright and Morning Star - - - - 27
‘?J The Need for Today - - - - - - 28

The Abiding Love of the Lord in Resurrection - 34

London: C. A, HammonD, 11, Little Britain, E.C.1.

Tunbridge Wells: BisLE anp Tract Derot, B84, Upper
Grosvenor Road.

Philadelphia: J. D. RoBERTS, 300, Walnut Street.
Canada: OtTo MULLER, 7, Glen Castle Street, Toronto.

Australia: B. Lickiey, 58, Sunnyside Crescent, Castle-
craig, Sydney, N.S.W,

PRICE THREEPENCE

May be ordered through wmost Booksellers




WORDS OF HELP

A Monthly Magazine for Believers

All communications for the Editor should be sent to W. G. Turner, The

Gables, St. Nicholas-at-Wade, Birchington, Kent. All business enquiries as

to WORDS OF HELP, or other publications mentioned, must be addressed
to the Publisher, C. A. Hammonp, 11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1.

Book Review

The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians, trans-
lated from a correct text, and expounded by William
Kelly. (C. A. Hammond, 11, Little Britain, L.ondon,
E.C.1. 8s. 6d. net.)
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges
By THE EpiTOR
(continued from page 16)

GIDEON'S position as leader, deliverer and judge was
now recognised by the people. The victory, coupled with
the statesmanlike way of dealing with the tribal difficulties,
jealousies and differences which followed, so impressed the
people that they would gladly have accepted him as a King.
“Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, “Rule thou over
us, both thou and thy son, and thy son’s son also: for thou
hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

But Gideon knew that Gop was their King, and that it was
He who had given deliverance to them, and that he had
simply been the instrument used by Him. The people, like
many today, in the hour of their distress had cried unto Gop,
but in the day of deliverance forgot Him. At once he loyally
replies, “I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule
over you: the Lorp shall rule over you.”

A smaller man lured by the temptation of power and popu-
larity might easily have been entrapped in this snare spread
by Gop’s enemy for the feet of this faithful and successful
servant. Not so, Gideon, and had his history ended here
what a blameless record of a consistent life of faith, humility
and service to Gob, would have been for ever associated
with the name of Gideon the son of Joash.

But since “the best of men are only men at the best” he
who resisted “the pride of life” succumbed to “the lust of
the eyes,” to one like Gideon obviously a more subtle form
of temptation.

“And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of
you, that ye would give me every man the ear-rings of his
prey — (they were golden ear-rings, because they were Ish-
maelites.” To this the people willingly agreed, adding orna-
ments, sweet jewels (margin), purple raiment and other costly
chains of gold. Carefully let us note what soon followed, and
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heed the Apostolic waming why such things are left on the
record in the Old Testament narratives, “Let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fail.” (I Cor. x. 11, 12).

So we read, and “Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put
it in his city, even in Ophrah; and all Israel went thither a-
whoring after it: which thing became a snare [“ruin” mar-
gin] unto Gideon, and to his house.” This was not merely
a great mistake, but a sin against both Gop and the people,
for through it the people relapsed again into their old idola-
try, and finally into 2 worse servitude than that from which
Gideon had been used to deliver them.

For all this time the Ark of Gop abode at Shiloh, with
altar, ephod, priest and sacrifices for sin as appointed and
established there by Joshua by divine direction for the true
worship of JEHOVAH.

Yet Gideon, who had broken down the idolatrous altar
at Ophrah and destroyed the grove with its unholy associa-
tions of Baal worship. now proceeds to build again things,
which earlier, he had dsstroyed. He is older, has had more
experience of God’s grace and help, more light therefore on
the way acceptable to Him, yet he makes a sham ephod,
erects a sham altar, and in his own city led the people to
make Baal-berith their God, and as the record reveals “went
after Baalim.” So the story of Gideon becomes one of
spiritual deterioration followed by that lack of Godly self-
control and domestic concord revealed by the “many wives”
and “the seventy-one sons” one of whom became the curse of
the land after his father’s death.

And the drift, decline and disaster of the later years dated
from those golden ear-rings coveted by a successful servant
of Gop and so grossly misused by him. These things “are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
are come, Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall.” (1 Cor. x. 11, 12). Gideon, Solomon,
Demas — all were men of singular spiritual advantages whose
sense of responsibility was not commensurate with that of
their privileges. A Christian poet reminds us:
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“The gray hair’d saint may fail at last,
The surest guide a wanderer prove.”

Another, equally awake to the danger prays:
“O guard my soul Lorp JESus
Abiding still in Thee;
And if I wander teach me
Soon back to Thee to flee.”

———— A —

The Bright and Morning Star

T the end of the Revelation, the last book of the Bible,

CHRIST is revealed as the Morning Star, a unique title
that is outside the realm of prophecy. He is the Root and
the Offspring of David, the origin and heir of the temporal
promises made to Israel, but more than that, He is the
brilliant Star of the Morning. He has not yet taken His
place as the Sun of Righteousness in a world plunged in
darkness, but for faith the daybreak is ahead, and faith’s
assembly in the darkness that covers the world, sees Him as
the bright and morning Star. This assembly, according to
His Word is watching for Him, and waiting as knowing Him
in His radiant and heavenly character, a character which is
not revealed to a sleeping world, but which is the happiness
and joy of those who are watching, and the reward of him
who holds fast to the end. (Rev. iii. 28).

When He risss up as the Sun of Righteousness, He will
no longer be known as we now have the privilege of knowing
Him under the character of the Morning Star. In the glory
of that day the world can know nothing of this character of
the Morning Star. As long as CHrIST has this place, the
SeirIT dwells in the assembly here below, which is looked
upon as in its own relation, unique, as the spouse of CHRIST,
and as having a corresponding desire towards Him.

So the SeiriT Who dwells in the assembly, and the assem-
bly itself say: “Come,” and this expression of longing desire
is not for one who is a judge or a rewarder, but it is for the
revelation of Himself, Who is awakening the desire of the
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spouse towards Him according to the relationship in which
grace has placed her. It is not a question of mere sentimental
desire, but the SpiriT Who dwells in the assembly suggests
and controls its conception. Then the SpiriT, and with Him
the hearts of those who find joy in their relationship, turn
towards others outside and say: “Let him who hears say:
‘Come!"” Let him who hears the voice of the SPIRIT in the
assembly join in the cry and say: “Come!™ This expresses
a common hope, and ought to be our common desire, and
the conscicusness of what is coming on the earth, and the
ruin of the things that are; these ought to be a powerful
motive for evoking this cry from all hearts.

Dear fellow-believer, although we are still here below,
have we not another place? Are not our desires raising us
up towards Gop and our heavenly Spouse? Ought we not
to reflect the character of Gop Whom we know as having
His nature and His SpirIT manifested in the love of CHRIST,
and being in possession of the water of life, though as yet
without the Spouse? Do we not turn to those around and
invite them with the words: “Let him that is athirst come,
whosoever will, and partake freely of the water of life? Is
not our whole position, as conscious of the place of assembly,
developed here from the desire for the coming of CHRIST to
the call addressed to whosoever will to come.

CHRIST encourages our hearts, as true believers, with the
assurance that He is coming quickly, and our hearts answer
with a desire both ardent and sincere: “Amen! come LorD
Jesus!” This wonderful Book closes with the salutation of
grace, leaving in our hearts the promise and the desire as the
last words of our LorD and SAvIouR, JESUS CHRIST!

G. S. PURNELL
¢

The Need for Today

THERE could be no more apt illustration of the formation
and operation of the Church of Gop than the HoLy
SPIRIT'S choice of the human body. A composite thing of
many members yet a complete whole; a thing in which there
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is much duplication of members yet but one head; which can
function more or less if some members are injured or missing,
but completely useless without the head. So we being many
are one body in CHrisT. (Rom. xi. 5).

Chapter xii. of 1 Corinthians, tells us a good deal about
this spiritual body. First as to its formation; by one SpIrIT
are we all baptised into one body (v. 13). Verse 3, pives the
same thing in another way — “no man can say that JEsus
is the Lorp, but by the HoLy GHosT.” What a man thinks
of CHRIST is the touch stone, and makes the difference between
being in the Body and not in the Body.

Verse 18, says, “Gop hath set the members every one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.” He is the builder
and organiser of all, and determines, as in the natural body,
how many hands, feet. etc., are needed for the purpose He
has in view. In both cases, too, most of the essential duties
are provided for in duplicate, so that near-normal operation
can be continued though some members be removed.

An essential consideration is the nature of gift. “Gob
hath set the members every one of them in the body as it
hath pleased Him.” We are exhorted to covet earnestly the
best gifts, and in certain circumstances one may give assis-
fance in a sphere not normally his, but usually the gifts are
distinct, and our wisdom will be to acknowledge the, distribu-
tion as of Gop. He knows the future, and can prepare His
church for it with the gifts He sends.

Verses 21 to 23, need quoting to stress the importance of
the point to be made; particularly verse 22. “The eye cannot
say unto the hand, T have no need of thee; nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more
those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble,
are necessary; and those members of the body, which we
think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more
abundant honour.” The point to be noted is interdependence;
our need for one another — a vital pressing need. Not just
tolerance, but need. A hand without an eye to guide it, is
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sadly limited. Blind persons can be trained to use their
hands marvellously, but the normal thing is for the eye to
guide the hand. An evangelist can do without a man of
prayer behind him, but how much encouraged he feels when
he knows prayer is being offered for him by others.

The point here stressed however, seems to go beyond what
we might call obvious dependence; the members spoken of
are, “those which seem to be more feeble,” v. 22; “which we
think to be less honourable;” v. 25, and the surprising state-
ment about them is that they “are necessary.” How exactly
opposite to the human mind which would gather together
the strong and exclude the weak. Here we are told Gob sets
the members as it pleases Him, and the feeble members are
necessary. Set beside this Ephesians iv, 16, which tells us
that the body is nourished by what every joint supplies, and
we get a complete picture of things. The first need of the
body is nourishment, and that is supplied, bit by bit, by
every member according to their gift and capacity. Does not
this stress the importance of every member for the well-
being of the whole; the necessity of the feeble member even?
How often do we find one who seems to us useless, always
in trouble or lagging behind or in some other ways causing
distress to his brethren. And how often as we look back
over the past, do we find such an one gradually pushed out
and the door closed behind him with a sigh of relief? Relief
it may be for the moment, but just think what it means. One
for whom CHrist died, outside the sphere of the practical
expression of the Body. A member whom it has pleased Gop
to set in the Body; one of the joints who ministers to the
nourishment of it. It may be said he was a weak member,
a cause of weakness. Gop says the feeble member is
necessary. How can we be strengthened in patience and
grace if neither is called into exercise? The sad part of such
a case is that, in the final result, the Body lacks the vital
contribution of the individual; whether exercised in the world
or in the church makes no difference; the deficiency is there
and the expression of the unity and strength of the Body
suffers from the loss.
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Let us therefore be particularly careful with such. In a
similar connection in the Epistle to the Romans we have
the following statements; firstly, “Gop hath received him;”
secondly, “he shall be holden up;” and thirdly, “Gop is able
to make him stand.” (Rom. xiv, 3-4). Gob speaks of such as
being necessary to the Body, and how blessed for that to
be recognised, but if not, beware, “Gop is able to make him
stand.” What a joy to follow the Apostle into the final
development of his line of thought in writing to the Corin-
thians (I Cor. xiii), where love abides and surmounts all.
Is the weak member holding back the gifted one? Does he
seem a trial to the ambitious? Or is he for ever causing pain
and sorrow to his brethren? Love can cover a multitude of
things, and by the display of it the world knows that we are
Curist's disciples. The Apostle evidently would have us to
realise that its exercise is of paramount importance, and
there is no doubt that if it is exercised, it will be a check upon
the outflow of the unworthy sentiments that are the fruit of
the flesh and which cause dishonour to CHRIST,

Sometimes, alas, there is a need for the exercise of dis-
cipline in the assembly, a need which dare not be overlooked;
and as a result a member may be removed, but how different
might be the approach, and possibly the result, if the above
points were kept in mind; 1, every believer is a member by
the same grace; 2, every member is set there as it pleases
Gop; 3, every member, however feeble, is a necessity; that
is why Gop put him there; 4, the growth of the Body is by
what every member furnishes. Let us, therefore, beloved
brethren, sce that our dealings with one another are governed
by the remembrance of these things. The more we think
over them the more convinced we shall be that the loss of
one member, even the weakest, is a calamity. The mark of
the good Shepherd is that he seeks the one sheep that wanders
away, and if we would imitate Him no member of the Body
can be regarded as valueless and not worth saving. Carried
out in this way, discipline, when needed, cannot be entered
into lightly, and cannot be with any other motive than re-
covery, lest there should be done permanent damage to the
testimony before the world.
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The exercise of discipline must be a cause of great sorrow
to those who are called upon to do it, and of humbling before
Gobp that, with the HoLy SPIRIT in the midst, it has been
impossible to combat the action of the flesh and gain the
victory without individual loss. Furthermore, it must be
understood by those who act, that a great responsibility rests
upon them in connection with the member removed from
their midst, lest complete shipwreck of faith should befall
him. Though sundered from his brethren practically, he is
still a member of the only Body known to Scripture; still
dear to God though of necessity chastened; and still ‘a
potential source of supply of that which “every joint” supplies
for the nzeds of the Body. His absence should bring a sense
of a lack that only his return can remove. It is also a fact
that one who has had to be put out, cannot be in such a
spiritual frame of mind as to be closely in touch with Gop
as either to desire or actively to seek return to the place of
privilege. It is, therefore, incumbent upon those who have
had to act for Gobp in the matter not to leave it half done,
but to proceed according to the injunction given in Gala-
tians vi, 1; “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek-
ness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” This
cannot be done without deep and real exercise before Gop,
but a very blessed exercise which brings us in a very
vital way into the current of the divine mind toward
man. It is grace, divine grace alone, by which any of us
can say we stand; and which acted for us to make us realise
that we had a need, when we were yet sinners. That same
grace is still available for keeping us on the road and if we
can say we still stand, it is only on this same account. If
another has fallen by the way, for whatever reason it matters
not, how like the Master shall we be if we concern ourselves
about them, and how ready will He be to answer a petition
so absolutely in accord with His own thought, if we go to
Him about them. We need the erring one to complete the
testimony of the united Body; and he needs his brethren to
intercede for him when momentarily overtaken in a fault.
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If, now, we allow our minds to run further afield, we see
many who are really the LorD's by faith, walking in paths
of man’s making. What should be our attitude toward them?
It is still true that Gop has set them in the Body and that He
planned that they should minister to its needs in some way.
We rejoice that Gop is able to over-rule man’s mistakes and
blindness, to accomplish His purposes, but that does not
warrant us to look for some special manifestation outside of
the simple instructions of Scripture.

In the beginning all believers were together with one accord
in one place (Acts ii, 1), expressing the unity of the Body.
Only the imposition of man’s will made anything else the
rule, but this became so insistent as completely to nullify
the plain scriptural testimony in subsequent years. Only
through the great grace of GoD in recent times has there
been a revival with a measure of pristine fervour, but very
circumscribed scope, which, alas, is already subsiding into
lukewarmness. But the very fact of there having been a
revival at all should give us confidence to go to the Gop of
all grace about it. We have no strength to stand by ourselves,
and follow in the wake of those who collectively had no
strength or desire to recover themselves, but Gob for His
own purposes came in and granted a little reviving. Let us
honour Him by leaning hard upon Him, not in walking in
any show of strength, for those who walk in pride He is able
to abase; and lzt us be continually before him in prayer
for those who, though members of the Body, walk in man-
made paths. Let us confess before Him our need, individu-
ally, for strength and faith to walk in the path of His
ordering; and collectively, to confess our brokenness, and
the dire need we have of the ministrations of those gifts to
the Body of which we are denied the benefit through the
- present confusion. Let us ask in faith, nothing wavering
(James i, 6), remembering that “the effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much” (James v, 16). On the
other hand it is recorded, “ye have not because ye ask not;
ye ask and receive not because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your lusts.” (James iv, 2-3). To ask for
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the sake of pride in numbers would be disastrous; but to
ask because our blessed LLorp did the same (John xvii, 20-
21), and that it will therefore be for His glory, is a vastly
different thing and cannot fail to receive an answer. May we
be increasingly conscious of our need of one another, and
of the necessity of invoking divine aid to enable us to walk
together to glorify Gob.
A. A. TUuNLEY

The Abiding Love of the Lord in Resurrection
(John xxi)

EVEN of the Lorp’s disciples go fishing together, the law-

ful occupation to which most of them were brought up, if
not all. (Incidentally, here it is interesting to notice that what
these disciples had already learnt of the LorRD’s lpve was
reflected in their association with one another. To take
extreme cases, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who lay on
His breast at the supper, had not refused to be associated
with Peter who had denied the Lorp, or with doubting
Thomas). This affords anothzar occasion for the manifestation
of the abiding love of the Risen Lord. He is there, stand-
ing on the shore, and intervenes, asking them the simple
question whether they have anything to eat, and on their
replying “No” gives them instructions which they obey with
immediate overwhelming success. Thus, in His abiding love
He teaches us His care for us in our daily occupations, and
more — that we are dependent on Him, not on ourselves,
and that blessing depends on obedience even in our ordinary
vocations and in the provision of our daily food. We may
work to the best of our ability on our own initiative to no
profit. For success in mundane matters as much as in any
form of “work for the LorD” we are dependent on His love
and subjection to His word. This is paculiarly true for ‘all
who are His disciples. Further, He demonstrates that His
love for them is such that He will provide for them apart
altogether from their efforts, though graciously combining
the fruit of their obedience to His word with His own
sovereign bounty. As a secondary lesson from this passage
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by introducing from Matthew His promise that He would
make Peter and Andrew fishers of men (Matt. iv. 19), we
learn that gospel efforts undertaken in our own way on our
own initiative are fruitless. We need to be so assured of His
love that we await His time and His instructions. Then we
find gospel work is crowned with success. Is not this one of
the explanations of the “lack of result” so often deplored?
How lovingly the LorD teaches us these things! In these first
thirteen verses His love for His own is displayed in that He
was on the shore. He drew from them the acknowledgment of
failure, He directed their efforts to success, He showed them
He could and would provide for them apart from their own
efforts, He brought the result of their work into use, He
appreciated and met their physical needs, and withal presided
as the giver of all.

Having thus manifested His love in so many ways since
His resurrection as related in Chap. xx and the first thir-
teen verses of Chap. xxi, the LorRD now dealt in love with
Peter. Peter might naturally have expected blame and
reproach for having denied three times that he was a dis-
ciple of JEsus. But the LorD's love was too great to take
this way. He gently prompts Peter to search his own heart.
To what extent could Simon say he reciprocated such love
as the Lorp had shown, and was still showing to him? To
a greater extent than the other disciples? How humble is
Peter’s reply! He makes no comparison with others,
He does not even wuse the same word for loving
as the LorD uses, but answers “Yea, LorD, Thou knowest
that [ am attached to Thee,” using the Greek word for love
that expresses the natural affection between friends. What a
contrast there is here with Pecter’s self-confidence expressed
at the end of John xiii! The RISEN Lorp in His love
expresses no reproach to Peter, but on the contrary commits
a trust to him “Feed My Lambs.” Is not this a characteris-
tic of the LorD’s love? The LoRD repeats the question, and
again Peter answers in the same words. This time the LorD
commissions him to shepherd (or “tend”) His sheep. But
the third time the LorD questions Simon He condescends
in love to use Peter’s word for loving — “Simon, son of
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Jonas, art thou attached to me?” This loving grace deeply
touched Peter's heart, and in His response he not only
acknowledged the LoORD’s omniscience, but in particular
that He knew Simon himself through and through. The Lorp
then commissions Peter to feed His sheep; and goes on to
tell him in veiled language how he would glorify Gop in his
death, a wonderful loving antithesis to Peter’s previous confi-
dent boast “I will lay down my life for Thy sake” (xiit, 37). The
LorD further crowns the whole incident beautifully and
gloriously by saying to Peter “Follow Me” — the RISEN
Lorp Who had so recently sent the message by Mary “I
ascend to My FATHER and your FATHER; and to My Gop
and your Gop.” These verses 15 to 19 inclusive teach us the
love of the RISEN LoRD in dealing with failure through self-
‘confidence, and how, in His love, He fits His own for ser-
vice to His flock and gives them their commission. There
are deep lessons here for all who seek to feed or shepherd
the lambs or the sheep of His flock, but perhaps the greatest
lesson is to perceive the abiding character of His love.

Even then Peter took his eye off the LorD, turned round,
saw another disciple. and became occupied with him. Maybe
it was natural affection for John that prompted the question
“LorDp, and what shall this man do?”, but the LorD gently
reproves Peter and emphasises the individual appeal “Follow
thou Me”. Yet once again the love of the LoRD is manifested,
for with the rebuke He associates a reference to His coming
again.

From John xx we saw in a previous article how the RISEN
Lorp dealt in love with the ignorance and denseness, the
fear of man, and the materialistic doubts of His disciples.
He met their condition in patient persevering love, and used
each occasion not only to meet their shortcomings but to
reveal His love in even fuller measure. Such is His love for
His own individually still, for we, too, are often ignorant,
slow of understanding, timid, and hard to convince. He is
never impatient with us, never gives up, but uses even our
faults to teach us more of the depths of His love. We also
saw that He confirmed by His presence the gathering together
of his disciples on the first day of the week.



Throughout the two chapters the abiding love of the RISEN
Lorp stands out supremely. As we meditate on this, and
realise how true it all is in the circumstances of today, our
hearts are filled with worship and, each in our measure, the
love of our hearts is drawn out to Him. But so great is His
love for His own that He desires more even than this — “that
ye love one another as I have loved you.” Let us examine
our own hearts and ask ourselves whether we really do so —
in cases of ignorance and denseness, timidity and doubts;
towards those active in ill-directed gospel work and those
who have broken down altogether in their testimony for the
Lorp. Let us show the same patience and tenderness, the same
gracious encouragement towards all who are His, as
characterised the love displayed by our LoRD in these two
chapters.

In this connection there is a very touching expression in
I Peter i, 8. We have seen how Peter failed to use the LORD’s
word for “love.” That word is used of Gop Himself (John
iii, 16; I John iv, 7, 8, 16) and there is none of higher sig-
nificance. Peter humbly used an inferior word. Yet writing
to the scattered Israelite Christians he wrote “Whom having
not seen ye love”, attributing to them that highest “love”
which he had not dared to use in his reply to the Lorp.
What a beautiful example of the effect on Peter’s outlook!
The RisEN LorD's love characterised Peter’s attitude towards
the saints in this remarkable practical answer to the LorD’S
question *“Lovest thou Me more than these?” May the LorD
use the meditation on these two chapters to teach us more of
the depths of His love, that our heart’s affections may be
drawn out more to Him in worship, our walk and ways be
more controlled by His abiding love, and that His love may
be reflected in our whole attitude towards all who are His.

J. C. KeLL
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It has been said, “Self is the centre of every irritated heart.”
There there will be no more self!
* * * ¥* *

“Lead me” and “hold me” is the language of faith.



Sparkling Gems

The spirit of observing Gop in all things was prevalent
amongst our Puritan ancestors. They saw GoD in every single
drop of rain and in every ray of sunlight. They were wont to
talk about the commonest changes of the atmosphere as com-
ing from the hand of Gobp, to speak of incidents which we
might account trivial, as connected with the decrees of Him
Who ordereth all things after the counsel of His own will.
Oh, that we too amidst the various mazes of life could thus
learn to track the course “ of boundless wisdom and of bound-
less love!

* * * * *

“Talk ye of all His wondrous works,” such conversation,
brethren, would be very ennobling . . . Gop’s wondrous works,
Gob’s works in creation, Gop’s works in grace.

* * * * *

The true experience of the Christian life is occupation with
CHrisT — and His things; and not with ourselves, or evil.
* * * * *

He tells us not to make much of sorrows and afflictions
here. But He makes much of them. “All our tears are in
His bottle.” He knows more about our sorrows than we do!

. * * * * *

One cause of so much head-knowledge is that there is so
little meditation; and Divine things float through the mind
and become intellectual, whereas they were meant for our joy.

As to effects and as to results, we need never be anxious;
they are not ours to produce.

* * * * *

The effect of the Truth is not merely to bring us into
separation from the world, but into fellowship with one
another. Occupation with our Lord unites us.

¥* ¥* ¥* * *

“My soul shall make her boast in the Lorp; the humble
shall hear thereof and be glad.” If you want to cheer and
encourage souls, boast of the LorD, and not of self, or attain-
ments.

. * * ¥* * *

To say we don’t know, is often the road to learn.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond).
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RiIseN CHRIST, our souls adore Thee:
Thou hast left the silent grave;

Death and Hades quail before Thee,
Thou art mighty now to save:

RiseN LorDp, Thou now art seated
On the FATHER’S throne on high:
Gobp the place supreme has meted
To the One Who came to die:
All completed, hell defeated,
Glory, glory, LoRD, we cry.

RISEN SAVIOUR, past for ever

Is thine hour of untold woe:
We rejoicing in Thy favour

Share Thy blissful triumph now:
Risen Saviour, now and ever

At Thy glorious feet we bow.

C. HELENA VON POSECK.
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges

By THE EpIiTOR
(continued from page 27)

EPHTHAH, the seventh judge, was probably the most ill-

used man in the Old Testament. Of despised birth, badly
treated at home, disowned by his brethren, misunderstood and
misrepresented in life and after death, he yet proved himself
to be “a brother born for adversity.” In their distress it was
to Jephthah they promptly turned for help, and they were not
disappointed. He had by then become the captain of a “ band
of vain men,” and this is sometimes considered as being to his
discredit. How about David then, with his band of bankrupts,
discontented, bitter-spirited outlaws a couple of centuries
later? Indeed it is not difficult to trace a parallel between the
circumstances of these two great men. Each, in his measure
also, may serve as a type of our LorD, since CHRIST is found
in all the Scripture. Jephthah, like David, was destined to be-
come first the deliverer and then the judge of the people. In
the New Testament he is named as a man of faith, one of
those ““who through faith subdued kingdoms and wrought
righteousness.” He ranks with Gideon, Barak, David and
Samuel: a man of faith therefore, from whose history we may
learn needed lessons and glean encouragement today.

The most significant thing in the story of Jephthah is his
regard for the NaAME of the Lorp. When the deputation of
Israelitish elders came cringingly to seek the aid of their
previously despised, but now sorely desired, brother, the
NAME of JEHOVAH THE LoRD immediately receives great pro-
minence in the narrative. From the commencement of the
interview, “ If ye bring me home again,” to the exclamation
after the great victory, “I have opened my mouth unto the
Lorp,” the controlling factor is ‘“the NAME of the Lorp.”
This reveals the character of the man then, as another has
well said, “ If the NAME and PRESENCE of the LORD is the
supreme distinction in any man’s life and history, Old Testa-
ment or New, prosperity or adversity, then he that runs might
surely have read in that Jephthah’s character and Jephthah’s
standing in the true Israel”.
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The phrase “ Jephthah uttered all his words before the
Lorp ” does not convey the thought that he said his prayers,
or read his prayers, but rather out of the aloneness of his
heart and the conscious nearness of Gop he uttered all his
words. The past with all its experiences, the present with its
opportunities, the future with all its hopes and fears, all alike
uttered to the LOrRD to Whom past, present and future lay
like an open book. As in the touching interview with his noble
daughter later he confessed, “ I have opened my mouth unto
the LorD and I cannot go back,” so she, her father’s true
daughter (and sharing his reverence for the 1.ORD) recognizes
the obligation. ‘“ My father,” says she, in effect, to her heart-
broken parent (for she was his only child), ““if thou hast
opencd thy mouth unto the LorD that settles the matter.”

Six more years the broken-hearted man lived exercising one
of the shortest Israelitish judgeships on record. But his great
word, “ I have opened my mouth unto the LorD and I cannot
go back ” still strikes a chord in the heart of all who once
made their sincere confession of CHRIST as SAVIOUR and LORD.

O Jesus, I have promised
To serve Thee to the end;
Be Thou for ever near me,
My MasTER and my FRIEND;
I shall not fear the battle
If Thou art by my side,
Nor wander from the pathway
If Thou wilt be my GUIDE.

For, I have opened my mouth unto the LorRD and I cannot
go back; nor would I if T could.

(To be continued D.V.)

S

At My Right Hand

(“Sit on My right hand, until 1 make thy foes thy footstool ”
—Heb. i. 13.)

N Genesis (xxxv. 18) Benoni, “ son of my sorrow " to his
mother Rachel, is Benjamin ““ son of the right hand” to
Jacob his father. Jacob’s own name had been changed by
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GoD to Israel “a prince with Gop,” and he in giving the new
name to his son showed faith worthy of this.

Benjamin, as a type of CHRIST in some respects, was the
only one of Jacob’s sons born in the land of Canaan in
Ephratah—Bethlehem. Jacob himself typifies the returning
remnant of Israel of a later day, who, after passing through
sorrow and travail (like Rachel) will find their comfort in Him
(the Son of sorrow yet the Man of the right hand of the
FATHER) Who will come forth to rule; “ Whose goings forth
are from of old, from everlasting (Micah v. 2, 3).

At that time of restoration, preceded by a time of trouble
such as never was known before, Israel will display Benjamin-
like qualities in the treading down of their enemies (cf. Gen.
xlix. 27; Micah v. 8; Dan. xi. 32). Meanwhile the one-time
MaN of sorrows is saluted as the MaN of Gop’s right hand,
the place of exaltation (cf. Psalm lxxx. 17; St. Mark xvi. 19;
Hebrews i. 13). It is the place of honour (Hebrews ii. 9;
x. 12) into which no created being could intrude, where JESUS
now sits “ crowned with glory and honour, having by the
grace of Gob tasted death for every man.” The scriptural
description given is “ far above all principalities and powers,
and every name that is named.” To Him every knee shall
bow, and every tongue confess Him as LORD.

This present position of the LorD JESUs CHRIST is a spring
of joy to the Christian believer, for He now sits at the right
hand of the Majesty on high as having found eternal redemp-
tion. He has been perfected by death, burial, resurrection,
ascension and glorification as MaN, the MaN of Gop's right
hand. His contrasting glories against the background of His
humiliation in the days of His flesh cause the affections of
His redeemed people to rise in adoring worship.

For now we see Thee risen
Who once for us hast died,

Seated above the highest heaven,
The FATHER'S GLORIFIED.
Soon wilt Thou take Thy throne,
Thy foes Thy footstool made,

And take us with Thee for Thine own—
In glory love displayed.
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For this our LORD waits, and His people wait with Him;
looking for that blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory
of the great GoD and our SAVIOUR JESus CHRIST; Who gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous of good works.

L. Howson.
——Ae—e

A Habitation of God

S«TYAVID found favour before Gop, and desired to find a

tabernacle for the Gob of Jacob. But Solomon built Him
an house. Howbeit the Most High dwelleth not in temples
made with hands, as saith the prophet (Isaiah Ixvi. 12):
Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool: what house
will ye build Me saith the Lorp: or what is the place of
My rest? Hath not My hand made all these things?  (Acts
vii. 46-50).

Stephen, with his face ““ as it had been the face of an angel ”
and himself full of the HoLy GHosT, gave utterance to these
words when he was falsely charged with having said that
“ JEsus of Nazareth shall destroy this place (Jerusalem and
its temple) and change the customs which Moses delivered ”
(Acts vii. 1-53).

He was speaking to a hostile audience that ““ gnashed on
him with their teeth,” and when he said: “ Behold I see the
heavens opened, and the SoN of MAN standing on the right
hand of Gob,” cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears,
and ran upon him, casting him out of the city and stoning
him to death.

The apostle Paul, standing in the midst of Mars Hill at
Athens, proclaimed to the Athenians: ** Gob that made the
world and all things therein, seeing that He is LorRD of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands, neither
is worshipped with men’s hands as though He needed any-
thing, seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things ”
(Acts xvii. 24, 25).
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His audience was not as desperate as Stephen’s, when he
went on to say that *“ Gop had appointed a day in the which
He will judge the world in righteousness by that MaAN Whom
He hath ordained: whereof He hath given assurance unto all
men in that He hath raised Him from the dead.”

They contented themselves with mocking at the thought of
the resurrection, and some even proposed hearing him again
on this matter.

The dwelling-place of Gobp has always been a highly con-
troversial subject among mere men, and the thought that
Gop is not very far from every one of us, to be felt after and
found by those willing to seek Him, as One in Whom we live
and move and have our being, is not easily accepted by those
who prefer to keep Him at a distance. Even professing be-
lievers hardly like the thought that we cannot draw a breath
or move a muscle without His sanction, and that we ought to
be momentarily conscious of His nearness to us.

When Gob was manifest in the flesh in the person of JESUS
of Nazareth, John the Baptist stood with two of his disciples,
and looking upon Him as He walked, said: ‘ Behold the
LaMme of Gop!” His two disciples, when they heard it, fol-
lowed JEsus, Who turned and asked them what they were
seeking. Their answer was: “ Master, where dwellest Thou?
His reply was: “Come and see.” They accepted the invita-
tion, saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day.

At the present day is not a believer placed in a wonderful
position? He is told that his very body is a temple of Gop
in the PERSON of the HoLy GHOST, Who came down into this
scene at the request of GoD’s only begotten SoN to find a
habitation in those who believe in Him, and to guide such in
doing honour to the ONE Who sought not His own glory, but
the glory of the FATHER Who had sent Him. The HoLy SpiriT
deigns to find a dwelling-place in the body of a simple and
humble believer, and also to take His place in an assembly
consisting of even two or three gathered by Himself to the
Name of the One Whom He is here to honour. Amongst all
the wonders of the preseat day, what is more wonderful than
this, and what more needful of care lest His honoured presence
be grieved or quenched by what is not worthy of Him?
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“ Behold T stand at the door and knock,” says the Lorp
Jesus CHrisT Himself, in the power of the HoLy SpIrIT: “if
any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in to
him, and sup with him, and he with Me ” — one last oppor-
tunity of having the last meal of the day with the ONE in
Whom we live and move and have our being (Rev. iii. 20).

G. S. PURNELL

—————O O mm——

In Holy Contemplation
INCARNATION

THAT WHICH WE CONTEMPLATED CONCERNING THE
WORD OF LIFE.

THE WORD (not a spoken word or message merely), but
a Person, Whom the Apostle John with his fellow Apostles
had contemplated as they companied with Him in the days
of His flesh. So he puts on record both Who He was, and is,
Whose glory it was they beheld and the kind of glory it was.
“In HiM was life, not an imparted life such as creatures
enjoy, but life itself inherent, with fullness of understanding
of the divine purposes and power both to express and bring
to fruition. Thus He the effulgence of Gop’s glory, and the
expression of His substance, became flesh and dwelt among
us revealing GoDp as LiGHT and Love, Himself full of grace
and truth, the Only-begotten of the FATHER.

Let us now in holy contemplation go with the shepherds to
Bethlehem to sce the thing that has come to pass; the Babe
lying in the manger; the promised Seed of the woman Who is
destined to bruise the serpent’s head; and to adore Him in
the meekness and majesty of His true humility. He Who is
creation’s Head, * the WorD, by Whom the world was made,”
has entered His own creation in real humanity, and as with
the shepherds and the wise men now we contemplate Him we
also would worship and adore.

Listen now to the aged Simeon in the temple as, holding
the Holy CHILD in his arms, he says, “ LORD, now lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy
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salvation.” To Jordan’s bank now let us make our way in
holy contemplation in the company of those whom He
describes as “the excellent of the earth in whom is all My
delight ” (Psalm xvi.), and listen in spirit to the VoICE from
the open heavens: “ This is My beloved SON in Whom I have
found My delight ” (St. Matthew iii. 17 (New Trans.)).

Let us still follow His blessed footsteps and ponder His
gracious words recorded in the holy gospels written that ye
might believe that JEsus is the CHRrIST the Son of GoD; and
that believing ye might have life through His name. For the
Worp was made Flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory—* that which we contemplated,” says the beloved
Apostle.

ATONEMENT AND SUBSTITUTION

“ For He hath made Him to be sin for us,” and it was Him
Who knew no sin Who was made sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of Gop in Him. As we contemplate this
precious scripture wonder and worship from our inmost souls
1s the response which surely rises. The depths we cannot
plumb; the physical, mental and spiritual sufferings endured
by the sinless Sufferer on the cross no mind of man can pos-
sibly conceive. Made sin for us, He Who knew no sin; the
LamB of Gop Who was manifested to take away our sins and
in Whom is no sin (1 John iii. 5). The “sin offering”
(Lev. vi.) is “ most holy ™ or could not prevail or be accepted.

The precious blood of JEsus prevailed in the heavenly
sanctuary itself, while Jesus suffered without the gate of
Jerusalem (Heb. xiii. 11, 12). The HoLy SpirIT guards against
the unholy thoughts and evil suggestions of those around the
cross, for the Victim was the Holy One of Gop however low
He stooped in grace for Gop’s glory and in his suffering to
death for man’s salvation.

“Oh! come my soul and gaze
On that great grief, that crown of thorn!
See there, in deep amaze,
Thy sentence borne.”
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MaDE UnToO Us

CHRrIST JEsus Who is from Gop made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor.
i. 30). Yes, made unto us, poor sinners, sometimes foolish,
disobedient, and deceived (Titus iii. 3). CHRIST is made to us
the wisdom. of Gop. The LiFe was the LIGHT of men reveal-
ing the darkness while bringing and unfolding the answer to
all man’s need—GoOD’s plan, purpose and remedy. HE is the
way, and the truth, and the life.

Made unto us righteousness—as the best robe only suited
the Father’s house on the prodigal’s return (Luke xv.), so it
is with us as CHRIST is made to us the LORD our righteousness,
and we are “accepted in the BELOVED ” (Eph. i. 6).

Made unto us sanctification, and the erstwhile wanderer
becomes a pilgrim, and a citizen of the heavenly Jerusalem;
one of a holy people, cleansed, and sanctified or set apart to
Gob by the blood of CHrisT (Heb. x. 10).

Made unto us redemption, covering all our needs, honour-
ing every claim, setting captives free, filling the mouth with
singing (Ps. cxxvi. 2, 3) since we have redemption through
His blood the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of
His grace.

In holy contemplation,
We sweetly thus pursue
The theme of GobD’s salvation,
And find it ever new.
C. Moss

- -

1T

Abram
By W. KeLLy
(continued from page 24)

Now the first thing I would press is that faith is shewn, not
so much by following what others have received before, but
in believing what Gop brings home now to one’s own soul
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and for one’s own path. For Gop has a will about each
successive stage in all the varying phases of life, as evil itself
grows and works in the world. Satan does not limit himself
to the same snares of falsehood and sin, but becomes more
and more subtle and determined in his plans. Gob looks for
faith in His word accordingly. So in this case (I refer now to
Shem’s line) the very family that had whatever there was to
hope for were fatally involved in his meshes just like other
men. But Gop has a way, a blessed and worthy way, of vin-
dicating Himself; and this is a way which, giving all the glory
to Himself, faith at once feels is just what it ought to be.
The call comes without the slightest ground for it in Abram
himself. This we see to be perfectly consistent with the deal-
ings of Gob. He meant the blessing to be in that line; He
meant to take up this man and make him the father of the
faithful; but he was evidently a child of the unfaithful, and
no doubt an unfaithful child himself. The calling was, accord-
ingly, of grace: Gob Himself called; and Gob, at the same
time, was fitting this man for the place of blessing; and Gop
had, before Abram was fitted for it, pronounced what it was
in His heart to give him, so that it might be, not of Abram
who deserved it, but of Gop that called him. It was grace.
“ And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great.”

The whole principle of the blessing as flowing out of the
call of GopD had been manifested in a man distinctly separated
to Him, and (I would add) called out without disturbing the
arrangements of the world. There was no setting him up with
a mightier sword in his hand to put down the workers of
iniquity. The world was left, after having been arranged un-
der the providence of Gop in separate families, nations, and
tongues, but not till government by man was sanctioned by
Gop. But there GoD’s honour being completely set aside, and
false gods worshipped, He separates under His promise of
blessing the man who comes out at His call to the land He
would shew him.

This then is Gop’s own blessed way—one most effectual,
as it is also peculiar to Himself; and on it in fact Gop has
acted in our own call whether to Himself or into the church.
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It is on my heart to dwell a little on the general truth of
the call of Abram, so as to illustrate the way in which Gop
connects the principle of the call with the promises and with
the whole place of faith here below. It was much for Gop to
say, “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great.” But there was another word, and
this was especially dear to the heart of one so blessed him-
self. “ Thou shalt be a blessing.” This was to make him not
only the object of grace, but the instrument of it. It was to
give him communion with Gop Himself in the activity of His
own goodness. “ Thou shalt be a blessing; and I will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee ™ (of
course, on the earthly side); “and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.”

Abram then acts on the word of the Lorp. “ He departed,
as JEHOVAH had spoken unto him.” But there was more than
one drawback. Lot his nephew went with him and we shall
see the consequence of that. Further, Abram not only took
Lot, * his brother’s son, and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran,” but
in the chapter before we have a remarkable intimation not
brought before us here. It was not that Abram took Terah,
but that * Terah took Abram.” This was not merely a hin-
drance, it was a false position as long as it lasted. It acted
as an interference with the call of Gop; for although the call
might seem to nature harsh, and that which no doubt man
would have been quick to condemn, the word of GoD was
plain—** Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house.” Abram does get out of his
country, though hardly from his kindred; but instead of
getting *“out of his father’s house,” his father takes him.
There was clearly an influence at work that was inconsistent
with the call of Gobp. It was not merely that Terah was with
him; the SpiriT of GoD has not put it so, and of course it was
incompatible with due relationiship that a man should or could
be said to rake his father. 1t was * Terah took Abram.”

Here then was that which positively hindered the accom-
plishment of the will of Gop as long as Terah lived. The call
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of Gop should be paramount; but the honour due to a father
who was not in it must oppose. ‘‘ Terah took Abram his son,
and Lot the son of Haran his son’s son, and Sarai his daughter
in law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth with them
from Ur of the Chaldees.” The simple fact is stated in
chapter xi.; and one can see that the reason why it is stated
there is this. It was purely a question of Abram acting from
his own judgment, from himself, and not from the call of
GoD, who therefore does not make it a part of chapter xii. No
doubt, the move was after the call of Gop spoken of in chap-
ter xii, but inasmuch as it was not the accomplishment of
His will, Gop puts it in the chapter of nature and providence
(that is, chapter xi) and not in that of grace and promise,
chapter xii. We have in chapter xi simply a list of fathers
and sons from the flood, and among the rest Abram and
Nahor. Sarai is seen there with no child. This was nature;
and had it simply been a question of nature, so it would
always have been—Sarai always barren. When grace begins
to act, we find the dawning of hope in the heart of Abram
(at any rate what we can now well understand to point in that
direction); finally Gop gives the distinct word that Sarah
shall have a child. But this was after grace begins to be de-
veloped. At first there is nothing of the sort, and it is here
therefore we have the account of Terah taking his son Abram
and coming as far as Haran, and dwelling there. Accordingly
there also we have the days of Terah shewn us, and Terah’s
death.

But now there is another side so distinct that, although the
same facts are alluded to, GoD begins an entirely new un-
folding of His mind. In chapter xii He is not speaking of the
family as viewed in nature, but of His call. Although Abram
believed in Gop, yet nature was at work and had its way.
Accordingly Gob takes no notice of it here. Thus we see that
what looks a great difficulty in the two chapters —a thing
which people have often put one against another—is perfectly
solved the moment we come to see that the one chapter is the
_story of the family in nature, the other is the secret of grace
now made manifest
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“ Now JEHOVAH had said to Abram, Get thee out.” Note
that so He “ said to Abram,” not to Terah. As long as Terah
was there he was the acting person, as indeed he had the
claim of father; and if (not Gop but) you bring a father on
to the ground of faith, what is the effect? If he is not in the
call of Gop and you are, what must result from allowing your
father’s authority to have its way there? It swamps you. It
is not that you raise him into the higher regions of faith, but
that he drags you down into the quagmire of nature. This
is what we may see in these two chapters; so that, spite of the
blessed call of Gop, we have the fact brought before us that
Abram remains at Haran and fails to reach Canaan.

At length, however, “ Terah diedin Haran”; and what
follows? We are told next (verse S) that *“ Abram took Sarai
his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance
that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan,
and into the land of Canaan they came.” Now what a different
tale! Not that everything was according to Gob, for there
is no perfection save in One; but still Abram could now act
and not before. Lot was his nephew only, and did not bar
the way as his father had done. While he was alive along with
him, Abram must needs be subject, but henceforth he was free.
Lot might act selfishly and be an encumbrance; but his father,
if there at all, must have a father’s authority; and so it was.
He found himself in a sort of half-way ground, and this was
what compromise leads to. It is certainly no longer Ur of the
Chaldees, but yet only Haran, and not Canaan. The fact
brought before us in the previous chapter explains how it is
he can get no farther. Terah, who was not in the call of Gob,
was nevertheless the one who “took Abram ” thus far, and
Terah acted so positively as a hindrance that, as long as he
lived, Abram could never get on; but the moment that Terah
is taken away, as we read, Abram took Sarai, etc., “ and they
went forth to go into the land of Canaan, and into the land of
Canaan they came.”

" There is no failure, so far, in the accomplishment of the
purpose of Gob.
(To be continued, D.V.)



Sparkling Gems

“ Before the world was.” What perfections shine in every
word of the Son. The world is the arena where sin dishonoured
Gop, and where, according to purpose, the glory of Gop will
eventually be displayed with even greater brilliance than at
the creation.

* * * * *

The greatest of all faults is to be conscious of none.
* * * ¥* *
If we are to understand GoD’s purposes we must not
neglect any part of His word.
* * * * *

The early morning is the beginning of the day’s work and
the eventide sees its completion or failure.

* %* * * *

The first time that love is mentioned in the Bible is: “ Isaac
whom thou lovest.” It is the love of the father to the son and
it typifies for us the first and greatest of all loves, and the
source from which all true love has flowed, the love of Gop
the FATHER for His Son.

* * * * *
What a change it makes in a Christian’s outlook when he

discovers the fact that he is precious and desirable in His
sight.

* * * * *
Gop’s love will be the dominant thing and, what goes along
with that, love to Him in response to it.
* %* * * £
He gains our love by disclosing His own; He gains His
desire to have us for Himself by showing Himself to us, as

brighter and better than the brightest and best that would be
a rival to His claim.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)
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The Gem

By Sir EDWARD DENNY

EM of the deep, within its rugged shell,
Spotless and pure, and exquisitely white,
Lurks the rich pearl: —Thus love, O Lorp, will dwell,
Love to Thy Name! where our defective sight
No beauty finds, while Thou through all canst see,
And prize the jewel that belongs to Thee.

Lorp! Thou art love—and shall we dare contemn
The feeblest soul where Thou art pleased to dwell?
Where love divine, that pure and perfect gem,
Dim and unpolish’d now, shall far excel

Yon orient sun, when sorrow’s night is past,

In its full lustre unobscured at last.

What brought the SON, O blessed FATHER, down
To dwell, to suffer, die at last on earth,

But love divine? In Thine eternal crown

What gem of nameless ail-excelling worth,

Most brightly shines—irradiates all above

With its pure beams? What jewel, LORD, but love?

Made and Printed in Great Britain and Published by C. A. Hammond,
11, Little Brilain, London, L.C.1.
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges

By Tue EDITOR
(continued from page 38)

TO some of the Judges great prominence is given, to others

little more than a bare mention of name and length of ser-
vice with addition of some domestic details. We are thereby re-
minded that even then there were obscure servants of Gop, with
limited oppertunities, and handicaps, lacking the kind of recog-
nition afforded to some others. But these obscure Judges “whom
the LORD raised them up judges, then the LorD was with the
judge” (chapter ii. 18) were equally chosen, called and faithful,
and so were included in the list of servants of Gob.

Gideon, Jepthah and Samson among the judges may possibly
rank with Peter, James and John among the apostles. If so, then
Tola, Jair and Ibzan may occupy in the Book of Judges posi~
tions similar to James the less, Simon Zelotes and Bartholomew
in the Gospels. Yet each and all are judges or apostles respec-
tively since then as now:-—

“All service counts the same with Gop.”

Whether in the Old Testament or the New they were all
faithful men who did their work, serving their own generation
by the will of Gob, as St. Paul said of David (Acts xiii. 36).
And it is both interesting and encouraging to note that the ob-
scure servants of Gop always greatly outnumber those more
prominent in the eyes of their contemporaries. The significance
of this fact we, the more obscure, may leave, but the comfort
and cheer we can take to heart and find in it an incentive to be
more diligent to fulfil what is allotted to ourselves; “not slothful
in business, but fervent in spirit serving the LorD, knowing that
of the LORD ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for-
ye serve the LOrRD CHRIST” (Rom. xii. 11; Col. iii. 24).

In the Day of CHRIST such faithful though obscure servants
will discover that “they have not run in vain, neither laboured
in vain,” although during the earthly course it may often have
appeared far otherwise. Limited opportunities, handicaps and
lack of recognition by their more prominent fellow-servants will,
in the retrospect, be seen to have been not so important if the
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“well done good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
the LORD” is spoken to them by their Loro.

It is well also to reflect that the perils of obscurity are not so
great as those of popularity. Great leaders, eloquent speakers
and gifted writers receive an apparently disproportionate share
of religious limelight here from their brethren, bur the true
value of this will be seen in the Day of CHRIST when He reckons
with His servants as to the use of gifts according to ability.

One thing marks the record of each of these obscure Judges
namely, the accomplishing of the task they were raised up to do.

Tola the first named of these we have considered in a fairly
recent article. He arose to defend Israel and did it satisfactorily
for twenty-three years—not a bad record for the first of these
obscure Judges.

Jair who followed him also delivered Isracl from oppression
and guided public affairs in such a way that at least suggests
his judgeship to have been a time of peace and prosperity.

Ibzan, who followed in the wake of the much more prominent
Jephthah, was like Elon and Abdon one whose sphere of service
was very restricted. The opportunities of these three judges were
curtailed to seven, ten and eight years of activity, but as all are
included in the inspired record among the Judges they obviously
did good and useful work in their day. So we, too, in our humble,
possibly secluded positions, may take courage since this was writ-
ten for our learning that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope (Rom. xv. 4).

However limited may be our sphere of service the considera-
tion of these faithful obscure servants of Gop should stir us up
to serve faithfully and diligently remembering “Whose we are
and Whom we serve.” The days are evil, the difficulties many,
the opportunities may be few; but, says the Apostle, “See that
ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil (Ephes. v. 15, 16). Redeeming
the time, literally, “buying up the opportunity” (R.V.).

(To be continued D.V.)
r—ww

“The wants, weaknesses and difficulties of the assembly are
only opportunities to CHRIST for the exercise of His Lko%I.”D
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Abram

By W. KeLLy
(continued from page 48)

“THE Canaanite was then in the land.” (Genesis xii. 6). Things

were not yet according to Gob. It was not only that Abram’s
faith shews the weakness of man, but further, the state of Canaan
was altogether opposed to that which befits the nature and proper
purpose of Gob. It was not only that the world already left be-
hind by the man of f{aith was still pursuing its idolatries; but if
there were men on earth peculiarly under the curse of Gop, it
was the very race that Satan planted in Capaan. “Cursed is
Canaan.” What a solemn thing, the meeting of the blessed one,
about to be a blessing, with the cursed ones, that Gop would
surely deal with in the day that was coming (and so accordingly
we find)! Satan’s object by it was no doubt to thwart the pur-
pose of GoD: but it only gave Him the opportunity of carrying
it more thoroughly and gloriously to the enemy’s shame and
everlasting contempt.

We never understand the importance of our walk here below,
unless these two things are distinctly and stedfastly before us,
not merely that we are objects of GOD’s tender mercy and per-
sonal interest, but that we are called out to Himself, as well as

“the better country” that He has shewn us. But Hc has told
us too who has meanwhile usurped possession of it. The heavens
are now opened, and we see by the HoLy GHOST sent down
thence Him who is on the throne of Gobp interceding for us as
cleansed by His blood, and gone to prepare a place for us. The
heavens were opened not merely for Him to enter as the vic-
torious SAVIOUR, but they are open still where He is exalted.
This is the way in which He is now revealed to us. They will be
open until the LorD has brought us there. I do not say that they
will be closed after that, but that judgments will fall thence. In
grace they are open fer us to look now into. He whose blood
cpened them for us is the One on whom they opened, not for
judgment, as we read once in Ezekiel i., but, as in the very be-
ginning of the New Testament (Matt. ii. 16), that Gop might
express His delight in Him, His SoN, the perfect Man withal
here below.
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Let us remember then that we too are identified with Gop’s
great starting-point for Abram; we are called out, and blessed,
to inherit and to be a blessing. Does the grace of it (and it is not
the richest part of our blessing) fill our hearts at all times? Take
for instance our ways as members of CHRIST’s body, the church,
etc. It is not merely that we come together to acknowledge His
mercy to us, which of course we do. Thankfulness should be the
first thought of the heart that has been opened by the grace of
GobD. Who are we that now speak to GoD, looking up and sing-
ing praises? Sinners brought out from guiltier evil than that out
of which Abram was called. I can understand those who never
had sin celebrating His praise, wherc sense of personal delivering
grace is not the special character of their thank-offering before
Gob. But who can understand a soul that is redeemed presuming
to begin with anything but hearty thanksgiving for the mercy
that has plucked him from destruction, and put him so that he
can look up to Gop and magnify his SAVIOUR? But whatever we
begin with should not be the end for us. It is very right that we
should feel evermore what it is to be the object of the tender
mercy of GOD, in awakening our hearts and lips to thank Him;
but we should go on to praise Him for what He is as well as own
all He has done. For now we see how worthy He is, and can
delight in what He is even apart from ourselves. The heart can
thus go out in adoration of another and a higher character, in
praise and blessing as well as thanksgiving.

It is not only that we are blessed, and that the spring of thanks-
giving is touched, and that praise flows forth from those that
are blessed; but there is more than this, an activity of love that
looks around according to the goodness we have learnt in Him,
as well as love breaking out in praises as we look on high and see
Him who in our midst praised and taught us to praise before
He went there. So we see here: “Thou shalt be a blessing,” and
“in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Take the
occupation of the LorD’s day. That which calls forth our hearts,
is it only when we gather round the LORD at His Supper? Has
not such grace and truth as His furnished special occupation all
through the day? I should say that its entire course has its calls
and place no less than the assemblage at His Table, and I say it
the more because there is a danger of a little reaction. Time was
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when men used to think the chief thing worth hearing was a
gospel sermon, and when they used often to bear a great deal that
tried them to get what was not even a good sermon, longing to
hear something that might help, comfort and strengthen their
souls. There are many Christians in that state still. Are we in
the enjoyment of better blessings from Gop? Have we the sense
of what His grace has done for us in heavenly places? But do
we, as well, keep up the activity of His love in our souls? or
are we settling down, content simply to give thanks for the bless-
ing that we possess as children of Gop?

Do you suppose that a person can be at the spring of blessing
without also knowing more or less of joy in the power of its
active going forth? Depend upon it that this is of great import-
ance to the Christian as such and to the assembly; for it will
always be found true, that if we are not going forth in the power
of blessing, the world in its power of evil steals in upon us.
There will be a withering influence that will shew itself under
perhaps fair forms. Do you say, why should I go and listen to
the gospel? What have I to do with the message to the uncon-
verted? You kave, you ought to have, a great deal to do with it.
You may not be a preacher; but is there no such thing as fellow-
working? or even loving interest if not positive help? Are there
no hearts that go forth with every word that is said by the evan-
gelist, none to pray with him for every soul that listens, and
especially for those awakened by the SPIrIT? I do say that we
are called on, not to be as we once were, with our heads down
and our eyes anxiously looking out, if haply we might get some-
thing to satisfy our starving souls. By grace we now know Gop
to be no hard master, and we can in our measure see and enjoy
the rich provision of His glory. We of all men then should not
appear like the bold beggar that having got his morsel goes off
therewith content. Can it be that this is what it has come to with
any of us? Or that any soul would sanction such selfishness?
Take care that we never seem to come short in this respect. Let
us look to it that we put far from us every semblance of heeding
only our own things but the things of JESUS CHRIST as to sinners
as well as saints. If we value the things of our LORD in the
Church, so also let us not be slack in the gospel. Let us have this
simply and fully before our hearts, to remember that we too
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have Abram’s portion, not only as objects but as instruments
and channels of blessings. For indeed it is meant that we should
draw from the very spring of grace that is ever flowing, whether
for the help of those who are already CHRIST’s, or for those in
that darkness out of which we have been delivered by infinite
mercy.

There is a fresh point I should point out. “JEHOVAH appeared
unto Abram”—He not only spoke but “appeared,” language to
me not casual, but intentional. “JEHOVAH appeared to Abram
and said.” How it was done, we do not know; but we do know
what is written. All that we read the first time is that “JTEHOVAH
had said,” but now we find “JEHOVAH appeared to Abram and
said, ‘Unto thy seed will I give this land.’ ” There is nothing
vague any longer, but precise. It is not “a land that I will shew
thee,” but “unto thy seed will I give this land.” What is the con-
sequence? There “he builded an altar unto JEHOVAH,” and not
this merely, but “unto JEHOVAH who appeared unto kim.” It is
quite evident therefore to my mind that in this was the needful
preliminary to worship, which necessarily awaits the manifesta-
tion of the Lorp. Worship follows, when He has appeared, and
the heart knows Him as He has made Himself known.

(To be continued D.V.)

———OO—

The Word of Truth
(Truth both Objective and Subjective)

OB]ECTIVE truth tends to raise the soul of the Christian to
a higher spiritual sphere, lifting us out of ourselves and
occupying the heart and mind with what Gob is to, and has, for
us. I suppose the highest form of objective truth is that which
presents the Person of CHRIST to our souls in all His moral
beauty and loveliness, Who is now glorified and set apart as the
blessed Object for our poor hearts. As they become engaged
with Him the sentiments of the bride in the Song of Songs are
appreciated and become our own. “Let Him kiss me with the
kisses of His mouth, for Thy love is better than wine. ... Thy
name is as ointment poured forth.” And, “I sat down under His
shadow with great delight and His fruit was sweet unto my
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taste.” Then it is we “count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS our LORD”—raising our
excelsior banner, with the Apostle we “Forget those things
which are behind (good or bad) and reach forth unto the things
which are before, we press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of Gop in CHriST JESUS.” “Beholding...the
glory of the LoRD we are changed into the same image from
glory to glory .. .”

Subjective truth tends to subject our hearts to the ways of
Gobp when inclined to depart from those ways, at least in their
hidden recesses. As an example take Ephes iv. 25, “Wherefore
putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour:
for we are members one of another.” Again, verse 29, “Let no
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying that it may minister grace
unto the hearers.” Then in Ephes. v. 1, 2, “Be ye therefore fol-
lowers of GoD as dear children; and walk in love .. .”

Perhaps the most extreme example (if one might so speak) of
subjective truth is the decalogue. Now just as it was impossible
for the ten commands with their, “Thou shalt not,” to correct
the evils of the heart of old, so even now in those who have the
new life subjective truth by itself will not suffice. It will but turn
the sincere, conscientious soul in upon itself and bring it to the
border of despair as in Rom. vii. “Oh wretched man that I am,
who shall deliver me from the body of this death.” While the
superficial soul by subjective truth alone becomes legal and self-
righteous. ,

But in the holy Scriptures we find both objective and subjec-
tive truth, and, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of Gob
and is profitable...” So we need both. But in ministering to
the saints if a balance is not kept the result will incline to either
theoretical Christianity or Christianity with a big I. The neglect
of subjective truth results in practical Christianity losing ground
and we are inclined to become too theoretical, full of high truths,
sure perhaps of our eternal portion, but careless as to our walk
down here. We need subjective truth to balarnce us, that our
practical walk may be in keeping with the high truths we hold.
But on the other hand, when objective truth is given not sufficient
prominence and subjective truth is pressed too heavily it tends to
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occupy us with ourselves, our blessings, our spiritual attainments -
or lack of them. The good which the new nature must have for

its proper growth and development, under this moral pressure

is looked for within, and as a result the honest, conscientious

soul is disappointed, lacks joy and liberty, while those who are

sufficed by mere outward form and Christian activity become

self-complacent and self-satisfied.

There is the root of sin in each one of us—the flesh; we cannot
eradicate it, we cannot improve it. In order that it may not be
active we must judge it, but to judge it does not mean to wrestle
with it, if we do it will throw us every time. But we must make
a true appraisal of it, realize and acknowledge that “In me, that
is, in my flesh dwelleth no good thing.” So that I must turn away-
from all that I am in myself and be occupied with the good.
When Gob saves us He takes us out of our old standing in Adam
and puts us in CHRIST, this is a Divine and sovereign act of grace
not dependent upon our spiritual qualifications; if we have ack-
nowledged our sinnership and accepted the sinner’s SAVIOUR
we have a new place before GoD, we are “in CHRIST,” if we fail
we do not go back to the old, it is done with forever. Wonderful
grace! The HoLy SPIRIT has taken up His abode within my
heart, not to enable me to fix up and improve the old man, but
to occupy me with a blessed Object outside of myself, CHRIST!
“Who is made unto us (all that we need) wisdom, righteouness,
sanctification and redemption.” That is, the HoLy SPIRIT has
not come into our hearts to help or enable us to produce a holy
I, a reconditioned self, a lovely thing which we can esteem and
admire, but to take of the things of CHRIST and show them unto
us. To occupy us with that which is above; to reveal to us the
things which Gob has prepared for those that love Him. To open
up to our hearts and minds the purposes and counsels of GoD as
far as it has pleased Him to make them known in His blessed
Word. And above all, to fill our hearts with the ONE who is the
centre of all those purposes and counsels and who is all the
FATHER’s delight, and He wants Him to be the centre of our
thoughts and the delight of our hearts.

So a balance of truth is essential, subjective truth to instruct
us as to our behaviour down here and to check and correct loose
thoughts and careless ways; objective truth to occupy us with
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the good, to feed us upon the Manna, the Bread come down from
Heaven, CHRIST in His humiliation. To lead our spirits into the
garden, there to witness the agonies of Gethsemane as the shadow
of the Cross passed across His soul. From there to follow to the
brink of Golgotha, to peer, as it were, into its fathomless depths!
To hear that anguished cry of abandonment! To instruct us as
1o the “Why” of that forsaking. To reveal to our wondering
hearts the empty tomb and to lift our souls into the Heavenly
sphere where ONE sits enthroned at the right hand of Gob,
whose thorn-marked brow is now radiant with a crown of glory!
Whose nail-pierced feet will soon tread down his enemies, and
the hand into which in mockery they placed the reed will wield
a sceptre of iron over a world which still defiantly rejects Him
or else, like His former religious enemies, would strip the Divine
ONE of His Deity.

What an Object for your hearts! And what can subject them
in their tendency to wander like the Cross of CHRIST ministered
in the power of the SPIRIT of GoD? E. O. HEWLETT

S

On Conversation

A DICTIONARY definition of conversation is intercourse,
talk and familiar discourse, but in the Bible the word is
used also for conduct, and even for citizenship, as in Phil. iii. 20.
It is surely a very interesting and profitable study to look into
all the divinely inspired records of conversation in the Bible, the
first being that of Gop with His creature man, before and after
he had been in conversation with GoOD’s great enemy and had
listened to his lying propaganda, which implied that GOp was
deliberately withholding from him something that would be for
his good.

This is soon followed by the conversation between Adam and
Eve on the birth of their children in the light of Gop’s promise
in connection with the Seed of the woman.

Then Gop Himself converses with Cain after he had slain his
brother, and shows His character as merciful and gracious, even
to His impudently hard-hearted creature Cain. Those conversa-
tions in which Gop Himself takes part are specially interesting.
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GobD treated Abraham as His friend, and said: “Shall I hide
from Abraham that thing which I do?” And what a remarkable
conversation takes place over Sodom and the possibility of its
escape from the doom pronounced against it! (Gen. xviii. 17-
33).

The conversations between GoD and Moses are supremely im-
portant and show those who look into them what the Gop with
Whom we have to do is like. He is the same and changes not.
Moses was specially chosen to be the law-giver, but grace and
truth came by JEsus CHRIST (Johni: 17). The conversation that
GOD had with Satan about Job, unknown to Job himself, in
which He refers to him as being a pattern among the sons of men,
not ancther man like him in his fear of Gobp and hatred of evil,
shows us how our conduct ought to be such that GOD can use it
for a testimony before the enemy, even without our knowledge.
When Job is challenged by GOD and given an opportunity of
conversing with Him, he realises what a fool he has been hither-
to and he has nothing further to say after all his fine speeches,
but an acknowledgement of an abhorrence of himself in Gop’s
presence.

Gob conversed with the little boy Samuel, before he was old
enough to call upon Him as LORD, and then again, when He had
to rebuke him, in his old age, for his persistent mourning for
the one whom He had rejected from the royal office into which
he had been received.

Gobp evidently conversed with Enoch, before He brought the
flood on the “World of the Ungodly” and revealed to him His
future dealing in judgment. This is mentioned in Jude’s epistle
(vv. 14, 15). In the Epistle to the Hebrews Enoch’s translation
is mentioned, and his testimony that he pleased Gop. (Heb. xi.
5). He walked with Gobp before his translation, and was not, for
GoD took him (Gen. v. 24). What GoD revealed to him has not
yet taken place, when He shall come with ten thousand of His
raints, to execute judgment on the world of the ungodly.

What a comprehensive expression “The world of the ungodly”
is! It includes the whole world, which in 1 John v. 19 is said
to lie in wickedness, or in the wicked one. (R.V.) Proud man,
satisfied with the grandeur of his own accomplishments, and car-
ried away by his own heart’s thoughts of himself, does not like to
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think of judgment to come, and when he is brought face to face
with even the providential judgments of GoOD, he is taken by
surprise, and curses Gop Who has power over such things (Rev.
xvi. 9).

The judgments of GOD are universally to be acknowledged as
not only just but inevitable, and in them there is an element of
surprise for many who ought to have known better. What a reve-
lation it was when the risen LORD appeared in the midst of those
who, knowing that He was the CHRIST of GoOD, had forsaken
Him and fled when He submitted to the judgment of a righteous
and holy GoOD against Whom they as well as we had sinned.
“Ought not CHRIST to have suffered these things and to enter
into His glory?” and “Thus it is written and thus it behoved
CHRIST to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are
witnesses of these things” (St. Luke xxiv. 46 - 48). It was not
until the “Promise of the FATHER” came upon them that they
were able to comprehend.

In Psalm 1, 23, we read: “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
Me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I show
the salvation of GoD.” And we are instructed to let our conver-
sation be as it becometh the gospel of CHRIST; and are reminded
that our conversation, or citizenship, is in heaven (Phil. iii. 27,
30). G. S. PURNELL.

=)

A Letter to a Friend on Personal and Private

Communion with God

By the late Dr. E. B. Brooks
N reply to your enquiries, I may say, that ever since I was
brought to the LorDp, which is more than fifty years ago, I
have always been impressed with the value and importance of
prayer; sectet, and, as far as could be, continued prayer, that is,
lengthened seasons of prayer. In my early Christian days I
used to find opportunities for this, and those times were most
enjoyable and helpful, and I am thankful to say that it is the
same still, although I don’t feel able to give the same length of
time to it. In those early days secret prayer was a most delightful
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exercise, and I am sure I owe much, very much, to the habit of
prayer then acquired. As the duties and responsibilities of life -
increased, of course, time could not be found for long seasons of
prayer, but all through my Christian life I have felt unhappy
and condemned if I negiected prayer, and more than that, I felt
the serious loss and injury to my own spiritual welfare and happi-
ness. I thank Gob, that now I have more quiet time, I try, but
brokenly, to keep up this excellent habit. I used to rise early for
praycr, but that is now too much for my physical powers. Now [
find the quiet of evening the most favourable time. I go into 2
quiet room, often in the dark, and sit down for a time endeavour-
ing to realise the LORD’s presence. I speak to the LoRD and ask
Him to let me find Him speaking with me. I use short, broken
petitions, and, if I may so say, I find myself quietly and rever-
ently talking with Him. After a time, I kneel down and pray
more definitely and specifically, not only for myself but for all
who are laid on my heart, e.g., relatives, friends, saints, mention-
ing them by name, servants of the LORD, etc., etc. I recognise
that persons are differently constituted in many ways, physically
and mentally, and we do not all, and cannot all, act alike, but, for
myself, I must say that spiritual declension inevitably results
from the neglect of private prayer and secret communion with
Gob.

I attach the greatest importance to what I used as a boy to
hear my dear father speak of as “ejaculatory” prayer, and I could
not live without it. But it will not act as a perfect substitute—
for me, at least—for set times of prayer. When I was young, I
used to read a good deal of the biography of godly men, such
as Baxter, Doddridge, Howe, etc., and those were men of prayer;
and I also read their books, e.g., Baxter’s “Saint’s Rest.” That
was one of the first books I read, and I read it with intense in-
terest. I owe more than I can say to that book, and thank Gop
He ever led me to read it. The impressions then made will never
be effaced.

——O O

“With bowed heads and open hearts may we offer ourselves.

We can do no more, and we dare do no less.”—Bp. Westcott.
* * * * *

We need the daily renewal of faith, fidelity and self-denial.



Sparkling Gems

One great evidence of my abiding in CHRIST is quietness.

* * * * *

Love likes to be a servant and selfishness likes to be served.

* ¥ * * *
He has purchased us too dearly to give us up.

* * * * *

-Walk then in love...and you will walk in power and in the
glory of Gob.

* * * * *

“Love to all the' saints” ‘is an element of the blessing spoken
of by the Apostle, and cven as to intelligence—*‘able to compre-
hend with all saints”; because they are in CHRIST’S heart, and
if not in ours, He has not His place, and self has so far excluded
Him.

* * * * *

The blessed Lorp never fails in sympathy and kindness for

the inevitable sorrows of the way.

* * * * *
Is the thought of the LORD’s coming our daily delight? does
it influence us in the ten thousand details of our life?
* * * * *
Communion with Gop always gives confidence in His power.
* * * * *
Simplicity is a great trait of walking in the presence of Gob.
3+ * * * +*
In these days when the word of GOD is so called in question,
it is blessed to think how a single verse of Scripture was sufficient
for CHRIST for authority, and sufficient for the devil, who had

not a word to say.
(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges

By THE EpIiToR
(continued from page 50)

N the days when “every man did that which was right in his

own eyes,” it is not surprising that strange things occurred,
even among those who were called the people of Gop. Two
ancient characters, with whose modern counterparts, alas, the
Church is familiar, are recorded in chapters xvii, xviii. They ap-
peared very early in the story of the days when the Judges ruled,
but form part of the appendix, almost at the end of the Book.

Micah the Ephraimite and Jonathan the Levite, respectively,
present the reader with a very precious pair of plausible religion-
ists. The former, 2 middle-aged man with grown-up sons, is
introduced to us in the act of confessing himself to be a mean
thief who has robbed his own mother of eleven hundred shekels
of silver. He has been discussing the robbery with her, but when
she breaks out in curses upon the unknown thief, his cowardly
superstitious fears were awakened; hence the confession. He
falters out, “ Behold the silver is with me; 1 took it.” .

The old mother, every whit as superstitious as her son, at once
attempts to nullify the curse which she cannot recall by invoking
a blessing upon the culprit. “ Blessed be thou of JEHOVAH, my
son,” she exclaims, as he shamefacedly restores the silver to her.
“I had wholly dedicated it unto JEHOVAH from my hand for my
son,” she continues, “to make a graven image and a molten
image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee.” But Micah,
still fearing the awful curse, would not take it. His mother then,
heedless of the commandment “ Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image,” sends two hundred shekels of silver to a
founder to make a graven image. Micah and his mother are thus
seen to be both religious and superstitious, as in their conver-
sation they both carefully use the sacred Name of JEHOVAH.
They are fearful lest the curse should really fall, and yet juggle
with the money so as to keep back over four-fifths of the dedi-
cated sum. What a story of greed, theft, cursing, idolatry, super-
stition and self-deception this of Micah and his mother records
for our learning. “ For the love of money is the root of all evil:
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which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (I Tim.
vi. 10). Much dishonour to the LORD, and many sorrows to
themselves, might be averted by taking heed to that word which
is “a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm
cxix. 105).

As one downward step inevitably leads to another, we are not
surprised to learn that “ the man Micah soon had a house of gods,
and made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his
sons, who became his priest.”” But the scheme somehow did not
work satisfactorily for Micah. At their very best man-made gods
and man-appointed priests are mere useless absurdities. Micah
and his priestly son knew too much of each other for mutual
religious comfort, and the need for something in his religion,
higher, nobler and more real was increasingly felt to be necessary.

It is just here, as in the nick of time, that Jonathan the Levite
appears on the scene. He is outwardly very religious, very
respectable, of very good family, and very plausible personally.
Indeed his “ holy orders ” are unquestionable, being the son of
Gershom, and thus a grandson of the Lawgiver Moses, which
confirms the early date of these happenings.

To Micah’s enquiry, “ Whence comest thou? ™ he readily
replies: “I am a Levite of Bethlehem-judah; at present looking
for a post.”

“ Dwell with me,” says Micah, “ and be unto me a father and
a priest. I will give thee ten shekels of silver by the year, a suit
of apparel and thy victuals.” Inwardly no doubt reflecting how
providential and very opportune the young Levite’s call was. At
last he would now be able to put his spiritual affairs on a really
sound religious footing.

Meanwhile Jonathan shrewdly feels this offer of Micah is too
good to be missed, and the bargain is struck on the spot, to their
mutual satisfaction. How great this is on Micah’s part is revealed
as he joyfully exclaims: “ Now know I that the Lorp will do
me good, seeing I have a Levite for my priest.” He has forth-
with entered that spiritual fools’ paradise of religion by proxy,
where my priest, my clergyman, my minister, my spiritual direc-
tor is regarded by me as in sole charge of my spiritual affairs,
forgetting that every one must give an account of himself to Gob.
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A fools’ paradise is described as “ a state of happiness based
upon false hopes or expectations, imaginary, unreal, with no
sound foundation,” and says Scripture, “ the hypocrite’s hope
shall perish.”

From this point in the story Micah becomes a mere pawn in
the game at which earlier he had played the chief part; and
Jonathan the Levite, a plausible religious adventurer, a man with
no fear of Gop and no regard for human obligations, fills the
picture in the exciting events which quickly follow.

A party of spies, known to him, come on the scene one day,
and with them he discusses his affairs. They inspect and admire
the valuable furniture in Micah’s house of gods, the statues, the
ephod and teraphim, and report what they have seen to their
leader. Later they return accompanied by a band of armed men
who promptly strip the place, and with little persuasion entice
Jonathan to join them.

“ Go with us,” they say, “ and be to us a father and a priest:
is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or
that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel? ” And
the priest’s heart was glad—any comment would only spoil this!

Alas, poor Micah, with gods that could be stolen, and a priest
who could be enticed by love of money and position from his
solemn charge. The lament of the disillusioned man revealed the
emptiness of the spiritual fools’ paradise in which he had been
dwelling.

“Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest
which I consecrated: what have I more? ” Here are sounded
the sad notes of disillusionment, despair and hopelessness by one
who had felt quite safe and satisfied with religion by proxy, when
he uttered the words “now krow I that the LorD will do me
good, seeing I have a Levite for my priest.”

Some salutary relections suggested by the story are: that
conscience makes cowards of us all;- that man’s own religious
schemes and efforts are useless; and that religion by proxy is
utterly unavailing in having to do with a LIvING GoD. Against
having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof, we
are warned to turn away (I Tim. iii. 5). A consideration of these
things enables us to see why this extraordinary story is found in
the canon of Holy Scripture given by inspiration of Gop.
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Abram — the Altar Builder
(continued from page 54)

O Abram, when JEHOVAH has not merely spoken but also

appeared, builds an altar to Him.

Do we know how blessedly true this is in our LORD JESUS
Curist? This is precisely what He was shewing, but what
the disciples were so dull to take in. You remember Philip
saying, “ LoRrp, shew us the FATHER," when the Lorp JESus
had been shewmg them the FATHER in His own self all the while
here below. It is what the HOLY GHOST soon after made real,
not when JESUS was there, but after He had gone, that it might
be completely a matter of faith, and that we who never saw but
believe might have the joy no less. Need I say, that what the
word of GoD gives us of our LORD JEsus CHRIST is incompar-
ably more to us than if we had but seen Him ever so long with
our bodily eyes? I hope we all really understand this; for it is
of no slight moment. We can easily imagine what a wonderful
thing it was to have looked on Him and to have heard Him; but
no intelligent believer need hesitate to say that we have far
more of Himself in and by the word than if we had seen and
heard Him all through His life and ministry on earth without
that word. Do we not appreciate this? If we believe it, let us
give Gop thanks now as we shall for ever.

I will explain why this is so. Are your eyes and your ears as
good as those of Gop ? The word is not merely Peter’s or
Matthew’s or John’s impressions of the LORD, but Gop’s truth,
though no doubt He employed them to write it. Then think of
the advantage we possess in having it not only perfectly but
permanently, not left to the shifting sands of memory under the
ebbs and flows of the heart, still less to anything before the eye
for a passing moment. Here we have Gop’s mind about JESUS
faultlessly, completely, and imperishably, in the word of Gob.

And now is sent down the SPIRIT that we might see the
FATHER in One who alone could make known the FATHER.
What is the consequence? Wherever the heart surrenders itself
to Gop as He manifests Himself, there is an altar built. This is
by grace the way and the effect. It is not therefore the fact,
observe, that we had the worship all at once. Not the least trace
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of it appears till now. Possibly Abram may have built altars on
his pathway from Ur of the Chaldees to and in Haran; but this
I do say that, if so, GOD makes nothing of it at all. The only
altar up to this He mentions is now in Canaan after He had
appeared 1o Abram. It may well be, in point of fact, the first
altar that he ever erected; but of this we must be sure, that it
was the first that Gop thought worth naming to us. What a
lesson for our souls!

Abram was now in what answered to the heavenly land, and
there the LORD gave a fresh manifestation of Himself. It is when
the soul has reached this in faith, when (not merely His word
and His work, but) the Lorp Himself is personally known to us
brought nigh to Him (for this is the point that it sets before us
as a principle), that one truly worships. If He has brought me
near Him and shewn Himself to me in CHRIST, what can I do
but use the altar built for His worship? For *“ we have an altar,
whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle ”—
they who prefer Jewish forms and shadows to CHRIST, now that
He is come and has wrought redemption and placed us as
children before His GoD and FATHER.

But there is more than this. Abram ‘‘ removed from thence ” ;
but if he pitches his tent elsewhere, he none the less worships.
Move or not, Abram has his altar, wherever he finds himself in
the land of Canaan. “ There he builded an altar to JEHOVAH,
and called upon the name of JEHOVAH.”

Alas! a new scene opens to us. “ There was a famine in the
land, and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there.” Did
he ask JEHOVAH before going there? Did he spread the circum-
stances of the land before Him? Not a word is said implying
it; and I think there is the strongest reason to gather from the
silence of scripture that he did not. For its silence, if we are
familiar with it, speaks to us no less than what it utters. Gobp
brings before us now the sad slip into Egypt of the man who,
once called out in the face of difficulty and spite of hindrances
which his own unbelief had brought in or allowed, had at last
found himselt in the place of blessing with Gop ; but, there
getting into trial, he goes unbidden into the place of the world’s
plenty. ‘“ There was famine in the land.” Why did he not then
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lay all before JEHOVAH? Undoubtedly Canaan was not yet as it
should be according to Gop; but had He not called him there,
and could not He keep him there? Abram goes down to Egypt
to sojourn in it without a word of guidance from JEHOVAH. It
was the direction of common sense, “ for the famine was grievous
in the land.” GoD states the fact without reserve ; He never
withholds the truth, albeit to the shame of those He loves.

“And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter Egypt,
that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, 1 know thou art
a fair woman to look upon; therefore it shall come to pass, when
the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife;
and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray
thee, thou art my sister.” How solemn it is when a saint takes
and perseveres in the downward path! It is not only now that
he departs from the land that JEHOVAH had shewn him, and
given to his seed; that he is distressed just like a Gentile by the
famine, and bound for a country (Egypt, figure of the world,
as Canaan of heaven) where there was abundance without a word
from GoOD ; but now, further, having put himself into these
circumstances of nature, he falls even from its proprieties.

Indeed, I may ask, do you ever find a child of Gop taking
the ground of nature without going below it? When the
Christian deserts CHRIST to stand on character, wonder not if
his character utterly fails. Is Gop with him in it? A Christian
is called to be a witness not merely of justice and right, but of
CHrIST. Do you look for no more than honesty in a Christian?
Where then is his testimony to the grace and truth of CHRIST?
He is content to give up CHRIST if he is content to be only an
honest man. “ He does not want to be always praying and
singing, preaching and bringing in his religion” To slight
CHRIST thus is a solemn thing. I did not ask for his religion, but
that he should manifest CHRIST. Is he ashamed of Him? Is
his conduct such, his bearing such, that it would not do for
CHRIST to be named by him? Is it not to be feared so? He does
not like to name CHRIST, lest persons should ask, Who is this
that talks so about CHRIST? He who by faith behaves in a way
which becomes that excellent name does not shrink from speak-
ing of Him. But the unfaithful Christian is content to be known
among his own class as an honest man. Will this last since Gop
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is not with him? Gop upholds those who humbly confess
CHris1. To speak of CHRIST is to sound the silver trumpet of
the LORD, who thereon will own and be with you; but you who
do not sound His name, have you the LORD to protect you?
Assuredly you will fail.

So it was with Abram at this time. He goes down without
JEHOVAH directing his way, as he seems not to have called on
His name: and in Egypt, sad to say, the father of the faithful is
guilty of equivocation, with no purpose higher than that of
protecting himself at the expense of his wife: not a noble place
for a husband, nor a worthy use to make of his wife. But so it
is, when one who ought to have been walking in faith falls back
on the slippery paths of his own fears and the world’s favours.

(To be continued, D.V.)
W. KELLY.

O

Faint Not
(St. Luke xviii. 1; 2 Cor. iv. 1; Heb. xii. 5)

THE exhortation is needed, for we are all liable at times to
lose heart. The Christian race is long and difficult, and we
never get beyond the reach of temptation, in some form or other.
Backsliding is often the result of discouragement. Savonarola
had as his motto the three phrases, “ Hold on; hold fast; hold
out.”

There are many causes of depression, including constitutional
weakness and pessimism, bodily ill-health, monotony of occu-
pation and surroundings, the dark side of the Chrisuan revela-
tion, and the assaults of Satan. We will look briefly at three
matters in connection with which we are liable to faint.

1. FAINTING IN PRAYER.

In Luke xviii our LORD exhorts us to unceasing persistence in
prayer by drawing a contrast between the selfish and unrighteous
judge and our loving heavenly FATHER. “ If that bad man will,
for his own interests respond to the appeal of the widow, surely
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a good Gop will be far more ready to listen to the cry of His
own children.”

Every Christian has asked, “Why are not my prayers
answered? ” The basic reason why our request is not granted
is that it is not within the will of Gop. Why, we do not always
know. But we can see that Gob will not grant a request that is
not for our good, or not for our good now, or will work harm
for somebody else. The second great reason for unanswered
prayer is that the conditions are not met on our side. Are we
living holy lives? Do we ask in faith? Do we abide in CHRIST
and plead the authority of His Name?

We may fail to see that prayer has been answered because
means have been used to answer it, Again, in answer to believ-
ing prayer, GoD changes things in us, and for this reason, too,
we may not perceive that prayer has been answered. Further,
Gop may meet the rea need rather than answer our petition
which may not correctly interpret that need.

The prayer of faith is offered when we pass from the artitude
of asking to that of taking; when fajth rises to the level of
assurance; when we know that the blessing is ours in the Divine
intention, and will surely reach us in due time.

George Miiller, that expert in prayer, emphasised the import-
ance of not fainting, not giving up, not ceasing to expect Gop

to answer prayer, but continuing until the prayer was answered
—ar stopped.

II. FAINTING UNDER AFFLICTION.

Trouble is one great cause of loss of faith and of backsliding.
Hence in Hebrews xii we are urged not to faint under affliction.
The mind may be perplexed and the heart wounded, but let us
see that the faith is not injured. Let us insist that Gop knows,
and loves, and cares, in spite of the things that would make us
doubt Him. By contemplating Gop’s love and receiving the
spiritual and natural good things that come to us as gifts of His
love, and by communing with Him constantly, we shall be keep-
ing ourselves in the love of Gop. And being exercised by the
“chastening” or “child-training” of the Lorp, it will yield “ the
peaceable fruit of righteousness.”



69

III. FAINTING IN CHRISTIAN WORK.

Every Christian worker—except perhaps the big evangelist—
knows the meaning of disappointment. There seems so little
fruit!

What is our motive for doing Christian work? Is Christian
service with us first of all the service of CHriST? Do we view
it as His work in our hands? Has He chosen it, called us to it,
does He enable us in it? Is our aim to be useful to those to
whom we minister? Are we in the will of Gop? For it is
possible for self-will to operate in such a good thing as Christian
service.

In a meeting where nothing seems to happen, the power may
be the same as when there are visible results. A large stone is
being struck with a hammer. Nothing seems to happen after
each of the first five blows has descended, but the stone breaks
in pieces at the sixth blow. The power in each of the six blows
was the same, and the first five were as needed as the sixth, by
“softening up” the fibre of the stone, breaking down its resis-
tance, and so making possible its shattering at the sixth blow.
To lead a soul towards CHRIST is as really soul-winning work
as to lead him f0 CHRIST. Many sow; some reap. The chief
factors in the conversion of the unsaved are a godly home and a
spiritually prosperous local Church, with its Sunday school and
Bible classes.

Every believer has been sent into the world for a definite
purpose, and the Sender is our LorD JEsus CHrisT. If this
thought grips our hearts it will give us peace, confidence and
hope, and in some measure the force of unity will mark both life
and service. In view of all this, let us not be weary in well-doing,
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.

E. Apams
S

On the Epistle of Fellowship

“YOUR fellowship in the gospel from the first until now”
might well be used to describe the atmosphere into which
the reader is introduced by the Epistle to the Philippians. Says
Luther as he meditates upon it: “ This nightingale among
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Epistles,” for the song issues from the Roman prison in which
at that time the Apostle was incarcerated.

“This most characteristic and cheering of Paul’s epistles,”
says William Kelly in his exposition of this Philippian letter. It
is the least dogmatic of Paul’s epistles and yet presents the essen-
tial substance of Christian doctrine and practice. It gives the
sources of real Christian activities, suggests the lines upon which
they run, at the same time providing real food for thought,
matter for devotional meditation, and inspiration for action. The
life of CHRIST, and the life of the Christian in CHRIST are both
portrayed graphically as in a word picture drawn by a master
artist.

Joy is the keyword, just as joy is the dominant note of New
Testament Christianity. Joy rising above all circumstances; joy
persisting throughout all circumstances; joy independent of all
circumstances is the keynote of the music of this epistle. Neither
broken hopes, weary delays, bodily dangers, nor anything else
can stifle the note of joy in this sweet and fragrant epistle of
fellowship.

Joy, says a modern Christian scholar, has an eternal quality,
as distinguished from “pleasure” ; joy is the triumph of life;
joy is the result of acquisition or expectation of cherished good.
“Joy,” to quote W.K. once more, “is the truest safeguard
against the religious snares of the enemy.”

When the same blessed Apostle in another epistle is led to
describe the ascending scale of experience of those who believe
in Him who raised JESus from the dead, he crowns the whole
as he exultantly exclaims, Not only so but we also joy in GoD
through our LorD JeEsus CHRIST by whom we have received
the reconciliation. Yes, indeed, Christianity understood is a
joyous thing, for our hearts are filled with peace and joy in
believing.

Here in Philippians the joy is of a four-fold character:

(1) The joy of fellowship in the gospel from the first day
until now.

(2) the joy of witnessing spiritual growth and fruitfulness.
(3) The joy of happy service to the LorD and to his own.
(4) The joy independent of all circumstances which Paul and
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Silas knew in Philippi before there was any assembly
there. The prisoners heard them singing praises at mid-
night, and only happy souls burst into song at such times
under such circumstances.

No final analysis of such an epistle can ever be made, no more
than of the music of the babbling brook or the soaring lark. But
some suggestions are offered in the hope that they may be help-
ful to a firmer grasp, clearer understanding, and fuller enjoy-
ment of the truth here. It is, of course, of especial interest to us
that this epistle was sent to the first Christian assembly in
Europe. About the year 52-3 A.p. the gospel came to Europe
(Acts xvi) on the well-known visit of Paul, Silas, Luke and
Timothy to Philippi, resulting in the conversion of Lydia the
seller of purple and her household, of the Philippian jailer and
his household, and of probably a few others. At any rate two
Christian households were set up in Europe. Then five years
later, in the spring of 57-8 a.p., the Apostle re-visited them,
finding increasing numbers and much happy fellowship, and
after a further period of five years, having received communica-
tions from them by Epaphroditus, he sends this very letter which
it is our privilege to consider. The absence of the Apostle in
prison on account of CHRIST’S cause; and the consequent activity
of the enemy Judaising, persecuting, seeking always to sow dis-
cord and dissension wherever possible among the saints of Gob;
and the mutual affection of the Philippians and the Apostle
constituted the circumstances in which this letter was written.

The character of the epistle is seen in its development, argu-
ment and sequence to be joyous, peaceful, hopeful and practical.
There is an overflow of love and gratitude on the part of writer
and recipients, and this is no mere passing emotional experience
but of a more permanent nature, leaving deep impressions on the
whole assembly. Polycarp and Ignatius a century later both
mention the joyful, generous, peaceful character of the Philip-
pian church in their day.

The challenge of the epistle is to character developed by
experience; to confidence deepened by experience; to conflict
and endeavour inspired by experience; all of which we expect in
such an epistle of Christian experience.
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A brief summary or outline of its contents might take this
form:

Chapter i. Conflict on account of the enemy.

» 1. Courage because of example of CHRIST, and of
Gop working in them to will and do of His own
good pleasure.

» 1il. Consummation of blessedness of being with
CHRIST in the same glorious condition as Himself.

» iv. Comfort from experience of GoOD’s peace,
presence and power.

Another suggestion as to the character and content of the
epistle equally. close to the Apostle’s writing may be given as an
epistle of joy because of:

Chapter i. GoD’s perseverance with his Saints.

» 1i. GoD’s presence in His Saints—subjectively.

» 1. Gop’s prize for His Saints—objectively.

» 1v. GoD’s peace among and around His Saints—
experimentally.

In the history of the Philippian assembly is illustrated the
great maxim of Christianity, “ There is neither Jew nor Greek,
neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, but all one in
CHRIST JEsus.” Lydia, the Jailer, Slave Girl, Euodia,
Syntyche, Epaphroditus, and Clement all are there. Three dis-
tinct classes, nationally, socially, religiously are represented by
Asiatic, Greek, Roman; Commercial, Official, Common people;
Jewish, Mystical Pagan, and Political Pagan, but the bond of
fellowship which subsists merges all into “ My dearly beloved
and longed for,” for whom “I thank my Gop upon my whole
remembrance of you.” Such is the Christianity of the Epistle
to the Philippians, a fellowship which includes at least, and ex-
presses, companionship, communion, comradeship, partnership,
association and sociability. Would there were more of this visible
in our better-instructed circles today! For we possess not only
the epistle they had but the whole revealed mind of Gob in the
Scripture now in our hands.

A century later Ignatius, on his way to Rome to be martyred,
was kindly entertained and escorted on his journey by members
of the assembly at Philippi.

QuaArTUS



Sparkling Gems

The closer the acquaintance with the Lorp JEsus and the
stronger the assurance of divine forgiveness, the more softly and
lowly will the spirit walk with Gob.

* * * * *
Humility is the feeling of dependence; prayer is its language.
* * * *® *

As the Christian grows in grace he grows also in humility.
* * * * *

Many preserve themselves by humbling themselves; the bullet
flies over him that stoops.
L d * * * *

The iron anchor of the seaman is cast downward into the deep
of the sea; but the hope anchor of the Christian is thrown up-
ward into the deep of heaven, and passing through the super-
celestial waters, finds its ground and fast-holding there.

* * * * *
Heaven is to be our eternal home. Death will never knock at
the door of that mansion . . . Home! no sorrow, no crying, no

death . . . but home, sweet home, glorious home, everlasting
home! Home with each other, with angels, with Gop!
* * * * %

A blood-bought man should be holy; an heir of glory should
be holy; he who walks with angel-guards and is soon to pass into
heaven should be holy; he who is called to holiness and pledges
himself to be holy and prays for a holy life, should be holy. Are
these feet to tread the holy streets? Are these eyes to see the
HoLy Gop? Am I to dwell in the holy city, with the spirits of
just men made perfect? Then shall the thirst of my soul and the
endeavour of my life be to “ follow after holiness, without which
no man shall see the LORrD.”

%* * * * &

Love to CHRIST is the essence of the spiritual life in the

human heart.
L &* * *® *

" CHRIST conquers all for us; He conquers all in us.
(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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QUERY AND ANSWER

As to changing one’s circle of assembly fellowship—what do
you think right?

If in the providence of GoD one finds oneself in fellowship
with a company of believers confessedly free from evil in doc-
trine, practice and general associations, it is a very grave respon-
sibility, and an act of self-will on the part of any, to sever such
a connection. For one has at least some inside knowledge of the
company with which one has been for years, but except by hear-
say, or controversial propaganda, can have no real knowledge of
any other. So by leaving it, one definitely condemns what one
knows to be right (waiving those incidental failures common to
all) and joins that of whick one really knows nothing. Is it there-
fore strange that it is often assumed that “a wider path for
service,” or “easier financial circumstances” (in the case of one
out wholly on the LoRrD’s work), or “social amenities,” play a
part, perhaps more or less unconsciously, in desiring to take such
a drastic step. As none of these, 1o my knowledge, influence me
I have not—“left” to “join—although feeling every whit as
strongly as you do the present anomalous condition of things,
mentioned by you in your query.

If any or all of these assumed reasons will stand the test of
the Judgment Seat then they may be lawful, and even expedient;
but otherwise the risk is too great. W.G.T.

Made and Printed in Great Britain and Published by C. A. Hammond,
11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON JOHN 111
By THE EbpITOR

HIS familiar chapter with its background of the Baptist’s

I preaching, baptising and personal witness to the Coming

Orne of Whom he was the Forerunner, always richly repays
the attention of the Christian reader, however often it may have
been meditated upon.

In structure and style it is somewhat unusual, narrative, ex-
position, and explanatory comment being mingled without clear
distinction of speakers. Sometimes it is the LorD Himself Who
speaks, then the Evangelist, and again the Baptist, but right
throughout the chapter there is the stately march of divine truth
as to man’s universal need, GOp’s universal provision, man’s
universal responsibility. and CHRIST’s universal supremacy.

Written evidently by one living in the days when Gnosticism
and Doceticism were subtly beginning to undermine Christian
thought, the insistence on “belief” as against mere knowledge,
and the reality of “the WORD made flesh,” the “only-begotten
SoN,” “the SoN,” “JEsus CHRIST come in flesh,” characterise
the writings of John in the Gospel and Epistles.

Qur chapter opens with a characteristic feature by presenting
the first of a series of intirnate individual interviews given by our
Lorp in this gospel. “Now when He was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, in the feast day, many believed in His Name, when
they saw the miracles which He did. But JESUs did not commit
Himself unto them because He knew all men, and needed not
that any should testify of man: for He knew what was in man.
But there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews.” Here is given his class. his name and position. “4
man of the Pharisees,” one of the class which had specially inter-
viewed John the Baptist as to his credentials; “named Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Jews,” and therefore an authorised teacher
and a member of the Sanhedrim, the supreme ecclesiastical and
judicial tribunal of the nation.

“The same came to JESUS by night and said unto Him, Rabbi,
we know that Thou art a teacher come from GOD.” But his
greeting, “Rabbi,” i.e. Teacher, does not go well with what
follows, for “we know” is hardly the way to address “a teacher
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come from GOD” by one ostensibly seeking instruction.

“We know,” however, is seen throughout this gospel to be the
current, characteristic and proverbial formula of the Pharisees,
the pre-eminently wise in Israel. (Cf. vii. 49; ix. 24, 29.)

“Thou art a teacher come from GOD.” By this unintelligent
and unworthy mode of address Nicodemus proves himself to be
quite unaware of the real dignity of the One he addresses.

“To come from Gop” was a form of words which he must
have known was exclusively dedicated in prophetic scripture to
the One Who was to come—Messiah. The sole exception to this
rule is its use once only when prophetically referring to the Fore-
runner of Messiah, he being the only other coming one concern-
ing whom prophets had spoken.

Now since one khad come and announced himself the fore-
runner of the CHRiST; if this second One “came from Gob,” as
Nicodemus affirmed, Who could He be but Messiah Himself?
Moreover, Nicodemus confessed how the Messianic signs during
the feast had deeply convinced him that this second One was a
teacher “come from Gob” for, said he, “no man can do these
miracles that Thou doest, except Gop be with him.”

No doubt like the other ready disciples at the end of chapter
ii., he, having been awakened by the testimony of the Baprist,
was deeply impressed by the signs recorded as happening at the
recent Passover. He had, however, failed to realise man’s natural
incapacity even on the earthly side to enter into the Kingdom of
Gob, which the Baptist had proclaimed as being at hand.

What a contrast, too, is seen by comparing the greeting of
Nathaniel in chapter i. with that of Nicodemus in chapter iii.
. “Rabbi, Thou art the SON of GoD, Thou art the King of
Israel.” “Rabbi, we know that Thou art a Teacher come from
Gob.” One is the greeting of an Israelite indeed in whom there
is no guile, the other that of a man of position and some personal
importance impressed by certain recent religious happenings,
who has a long way to go and a lot to learn, ruler of the Jews
though he is. So to his spiritually ignorant mind startling words
are spoken. “Verily, verily I say unto you, Except 2 man be bomn
again (anew) he cannot see the Kingdom of Gop.” He has to
learn that what is born of the flesh is flesh, and cannot inherit the
Kingdom of Gob. That while nominally every Jew by natural
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descent was a child of the Kingdom, yet actually every such one
needed a new birth to enjoy the fulfilment of Gop’s promised
blessing in the land. A son of Abraham, a daughter of Abraham,
was only really true of such as shared the faith of father
Abraham. In the cases in the gospel narrative where CHRIST
addresses any in this way there is faith to receive Him and to
obey His word; Zaccheus and the crooked woman are illustra-
tions of this which readily occur to the mind. Throughout their
national history this had always been true, for among the many
Israelites by natural generation and descent, there had been both
the godly and the wicked, the new birth making and marking
the difference between such.

Nicodemus also has to learn that capacity to enter into the
things of the SPIRIT must be created by the SpirIT, and to his
stammering inquiry the LORD replies, Art thou a master of
Israel, and knowest not these things? Amazing that one so
learned should be so ignorant of such vital truth!

As “a teacher of Israel”—the position taken by himself and
recognised by others—Nicodemus should have known that the
expected Kingdom on the earthly side was to be a Kingdom
with a visible King; ushering in a new social order; to be con-
firmed by divine miracles and gifts of the SPIRIT accompany-
ing that reign of righteousness, according to all the prophets
had foretold.

The Lorp then tells him of the general necessity of a new
birth, of regeneration for entrance into the Kingdom of Gob,
giving it a particular application and declaring it ¢ universal rule
for everyone, Jew and Gentile alike.

By the reference to the Brazen Serpent, He says in effect, Life
comes through My being lifted up to die; the love of GOD comes
through the giving of the only begotten SON; the light of life
through My coming into the world. The universal need of man-
kind, the universal provision made by the love of GoD to meet
that need, and the universal responsibility of men to come to the
light, believe the love and accept the provision, is then and thus
taught by our Lorbp.

The “only begotten SON” in verse 16 is a title of affection,
while “the SON” in verses 35, 36 is one of dignity and equality
with the FATHER.
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The Baptist’s witness to the personal glory of the LORD JESUS,
the supremacy of His person, and the perfection of His testimony,
is followed by the Evangelist’s summary in verses 35, 36 that
all things for possession, disposal and administration are given
to the SoN; and that His Person is the touchstone alike of faith
and human destiny.

The initial truths of the New Birth, and the crowning truths
of Eternal Life, Eternal Light, and Eternal Love all meet here.

But as these truths are enunciated in the ears of the ruler of the
Jews, how sublime, lucid, forceful they appear. Not “a teacher
come from GoOD” is the great need of mankind, but a SAVIOUR
Wheo by His atoning sacrifice discloses the love of Gop for the
world of mankind.

Not merely One Whose miracles show that Gop “was with
Him,” as Nicodemus admits, but the Only-begotten SoN, the
SonN of His love Himself is here shedding the light, and speaking
of life eternal for once perishing sinners through believing in
Him. Here is indeed the river that maketh glad the city of Gob,
a river of water of life.

— e

ABRAM IN EGYPT
(continued from page 67)

Everything now flourishes outwardly. Abram had never been
so rich. Had he ever been prospered before as now? But how was
it all gained? Oh, if Abram had but placed himself before Him
that appeared to him, not a single acquisition but would have

been a wound in his heart, and the keener too as it was through
the denial of his wife.

The Lorp nevertheless dealt in His own marvellous way; for
He did not smite Abram, or even Abram’s servants to thin them
down, but “he plagued Pharaoh and his house with great
plagues.” How striking are the ways of the Lorp. and how full
of instruction for us! The righteous government of GoD was
at work: for Pharaoh knew well enough that he had no right to
take the woman, even if she were Abram’s sister. He was taking
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advantage of his position to claim what did not belong to him.
The issue is that, struck by the evident hand of Gobp, Pharaoh
calls Abram and finds out the truth. Now it was Abram'’s turn
to feel. If Pharaoh was plagued, Abram was put to the blush:
what a humiliation for him! The very world reproaches Abram
And what can he say? He came without Gop and he went with-
out honour.

Abram quits Egypt. Pharaoh had learnt somewhat of GoD’s
righteous ways: what could he think of Abram? Were his riches
to his credit? He had gravely compromised himself, and been
rebuked by a heathen; but at least he is on the right road again.
“He went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had,
and Lot with him, into the south,” and afterwards goes to Bethel
“unto the place of the altar which he had made there at the first,
and there Abram called on the name of Jehovah” (chap. xiii. 4).

Yet surely, brethren, that passage in Abram’s life had not been
in vain. Did not grace then as now cause all things to work for
good to those who love Gop? No slight work was that which
went on in Abram’s soul. He had been compelled to review his
conduct, and we see clearly that it was the LorD who brought
him back to the point whence he ought never to have departed.
Repenting before His sight he returns, and in due time and place
is found again a worshipper. But it is in Canaan, not in Egypt,
where scripture hints not a word at either tent or altar.

Lot now comes before us. If I do not dwell more on him
now, let me remark at this juncture how nobly Abram comes
out. There was a strife among their respective herdmen; and
what does Abram do? Lot was the nephew, he the uncle. To
Abram, not to Lot, all had been promised; nevertheless, when
dispute arises, he stands up for no rights of his. He had learned
too well his wrongs. He had been before the LoRD, and is as far
as possible from taking a high place, even with one who ought
10 have been subject.

But mark the blessedness of bowing before the LORD and of
refusing to fight for our rights, however natural to the heart.
The moment that Abram gives up to Lot, Jehovah appears
again; and never was a gift in such distinct and large terms
to man as that which He now gives to Abram. Lot “lifted up
his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan,” and chose the best
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of it. Now Jehovah says to Abram “after that Lot was separated
from him, (that is, after he had taken possession of his ill-gotten
gains,) Lift up now thine eyes”—how blessed are the words of
the Lorp!—*“Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and
westward; for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it,
and to thy seed for ever.”

How sweet for Abram to have trusted in the Logrp, leaving
all the question, though apparently with Lot, really with
Jehovah! When shall we leamn to be thus simple and confiding?
Assuredly we shall also learn at the same time that there never
is a giving up of self that is not answered by the Lorp, in His
grace and in the sweet assurance of it to our souls, by a better
gift still through JEsus CHRIST our LORD!

(To be continued D.V.)

———— A r—

SERVANT —BONDMAN

HE word ‘servant in the New Testament it is generally
I known usually means ‘slave’ or ‘bondman’. It is remarkable
that among the many types of CHRIST in which kings, priests,
prophets and other important men appear, a most precious type
of our LORD JESus CHRIST should be given by GOD in the story
of the Hebrew servant in Exodus xxi. 2 - 6. How wonderful that
by means of such a type Gop should have given some fore-
shadowing of His beloved SoN, and of the love shining out in
His blessed character as man here below.

The servant’s fourfold declaration, “I love my master.” “I
love my wife.” “I love my children.” “I will not go out free,”
typically express the love of JEsus. As He went forward to the
Cross, we hear Him say, “That the world may know that I love
the FATHER; and as the FATHER gave me commandment, even
so I do” (St. John xiv. 31). We also read “CHRIST loved the
church, and gave Himself for it” (Eph. v. 25); while the Apostle
Paul as an individual says “the SON of Gop loved me, and gave
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Himself for me” (Gal. ii. 20). And surely in these instances the
Anti-type of the Hebrew servant (Ex. xxi.) is plainly to be seen.

/hen he had thus declared his love for Master, Wife and
Children it was confirmed as he was brought before the judges,
taken to the door (through which he otherwise might have gone
out free) and there received in his own person the token of his
servitude for ever. How strikingly true all this of the great Anti-
type, Who in resurrection life showed His disciples the marks
of the suffering into which His love to Gop and themselves had
led Him. “He showed unto them His hands and his side”
(St. John xx. 20).

The foregoing may well lead us to meditate upon the place
given to His servants, bondmen in the word of GOD a subject
both deep and wide. For example in the 2nd chapter of St.
John’s gospel at Cana of Galilee it is stated thar though the ruler
of the feast knew not whence the wine was made,” the servants
which drew the water knew.” The least and lowest were in the
secret of the LORD.

The prophet Amos (in chapter iii. 7) says, “He revealeth His
secret unto His servants,” and much more could be written as
to the honour He puts on His servants and their service. Him-
self the great Exemplar to His own says, “He that is greatest
among you, let him be as the younger, and he that zs chief, as
he that doth serve” (St. Luke xxii. 26, 27). Then how pleased
the Apostle Paul was to call himself “a bondman of JESUS
CHRIST.” And when setting forth the responsibilities of the
various relationships of life what a comparatively large place he
gives to servants, really slaves, in his exhortations. He exhorts
them to “singleness of eye as unto CHRIST”; and speaks of their
service being to the LorD Who will reward good for good done
by them ( Eph. vi; Col. iii. 22-25). Again one whole epistle
(Philemon) is devoted to what concerned a runaway slave when
converted, in his relations with his master, and discloses depths
of Christian feeling and affection in this incident which refreshes
the believing readet’s heart. The great word (in 1 Cor. vii. 21,
22) addressed to bondmen also, is worthy of remark lifting the
whole subject of bondmen and freemen up to the highest level
for Christian life and service to the LORD.
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Peter, James, John and Jude all in their turn style themselves
the bondmen cf Gop or of CHRIST. What a blessed thing it is to
be called by GoD’s grace to this happy servitude as we hear our
LoORD say, “Blessed are those bondmen whom the LORD on
coming shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that He will
gird Himself and make them recline at table, and coming up
will serve them” (St. Luke xii. 37 New Tr.).

T. WiLson
———— A —

COMMUNION

HAT does communion in its simplest form mean?
KX[ Intimate intercourse can be called communion, and so
can fellowship. To introduce mystery into its meaning
and to make a fetish of it, rabs it of its simplicity. To have com-
iunion with anyone, I must enter into the thoughts and feelings
of the one with whom I have it, and this involves an intimacy

that includes a simple understanding.

To start with a wrong notion makes real communion impos-
sible. The whole tenor of Scripture makes it quite plain that
Gob desires His creature man to have communion with Him-
self, and the highest and simplest expression of this is to be
fcund in the words of the Lorp JEsus CHRIST Himself in
John xvii.: —“This is life eternal, that they might know thee,
the only true Gop, and JeEsus CHRIST whom thou hast sent.”

To know Gob, I must believe the revelation that He has made
of Himself, and humble myself in His presence, acknowledging
that what He says of me is true. I need a SAVIOUR, such as Gop
alone can provide, to rescue me and make me fit for communion
with Him. This is what He has already provided in the person
of His only begctten SON, Whom He has sent for the express
purpose of bringing life eternal to those already dead in tres-
passes and sins. This life eternal is made available to whoso-
ever will, and the only thing that prevents those upon whom the
wrath of GOD rests from being rescued is perseverance in the
wrong notion that they are already fit for the presence of Gop
Whose very nature is holiness. A religious fanatic like Nico-
demus, as long as he persists in his own accepted notion of Gob
and of himself, can only say helplessly “How can these things
be?” when confronted with the most elementary truth, and can-
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not be communed with on heavenly things because of unbelief.

In 1 Cor: x. 16, we read: —*“The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of CHRriST? The
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
CHr1ST? For we being many are one bread one body: for we
are all partakers of that one bread.” If I don’t acknowledge the
significance of the blood of CHRIST or, on the other hand what
the body of CHRIST means, how can I pretend to a communion
that belongs exclusively to these, without making a mockery of
them? What a significant challenge we have in 2 Cor: vi. 14-
18, which begins with the injunction not to be “unequally yoked
together with unbelievers.” If I pretend to recognise a merit in
the mere partaking of the cup of blessing, and the broken bread,
apart from their simple significance, I make a mockery of the
whole thing. Making it a mere ceremony that all can partake of,
whether believers or unbelievers, makes it no more than a Pagan
ritual, 2 Cor: xiii. 14 links together “the grace of the LorD
Jesus CHRIST, and the love of GOD, and the communion of the
HoLy GHOST.” Are not these three things essential to accept-
ance with Gop? They are exclusively the common ground of
true fellowship.

In Matt: xxvi. 26, 27; Mark xiv. 22 - 24 and Luke xxii. 19,
20, we are given the institution of what is commonly called the
LORD’s SUPPER, but here it is introduced exclusively to Jewish
believers, who had kept company with the Lorp JESus CHRIST
Himself, but in 1 Cor: xi. 23-27, where the apostle Paul,
specially appointed for Gentile believers, writing to the church
of Gobp at Corinth, to those sanctified in CHRIST JESUS, called
saints, and to all that in every place call on the name of JESUS
CHRIST our LORD, both theirs and ours, declared that he had
teceived of the Lorp that which he delivered unto them—the
gereral introduction of the LORD’s SUPPER for all true believers.
Here there is a warning against the introducing of anything un-
werthy of the occasion and a recommendation to self-examina-
tion with a view to participating in it. My presence at the Lorp’s
‘TABLE is a matter between me and the Lorp Himself. Neglect
of the things about which we are warned is definitely stated to
be a cause of weakness, sickness, and even sleep, among the
negligent. In Acts ii. a continuance in the apostles’ doctrine and
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fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers are linked together.
In Acts xx. 7-12 is recounted the coming together of the dis-
ciples to break bread at Troas on the first day of the week, this
day being specially chosen out of the seven days stay there.

1 Cor: i. 9, speaks of being called unto the fellowship of His
SoN, JEsus CHRIST, our LorRD, Gop Who is faithful, and this
is followed by an appeal for unanimity, all speaking the same
thing, with no divisions, and all perfectly joined together in the
same mind and judgment. Here a very fruitful source of division
is mentioned as being the result of choosing mere human beings
as leaders, even including CHRIST as if He was a mere human
being among men.

1 Cor: xii. 27 points out that believers are members in parti-
cular of the body of CHRIST, and that there ought not to be any
schisms in the body, each member performing its appointed
functions, and 1 Cor: iv. 11 gives us something to strive after
that the life of JESUS might be made manifest in our mortal
flesh.

What an occasion of fellowship is mentioned in Phil: iii. 10:
“That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto
His death.” This chapter ends up with the thought of our
citizenship being already in heaven we should treat the fact of
the calling on high by Gop in CHRIST JESUS as a prize to be
striven after, although it is in principle an accomplished fact.
It is the SAVIOUR, the LorD JEsus CHRIST Himself that we
look for, and the glorious change that His appearance will
accomplish (v 20, 21), Then again in Phil: ii, fellowship of the
SPIrIT is linked up with consolation in CHRIST, comfort of love,
and bowels of mercies, together with like-mindedness, posses-
sion of the same love and unanimity in purpose and mind, with
no strife or vain-glory, but with lowliness, taking CHRIST JESUS
as our pattern.

The secret of happy fellowship is contained in Acts ii. 42: —
“They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship and in breaking of bread and in prayers.”

All fellowship with evil is strictly forbidden: —(1 Cor: x. 20,
21; 2 Cor: vi. 14-18; Eph: v. 11).

G. S. PurRNELL



83

UNITY IS STRENGTH

T seems so obvious that it is taken for granted, that unity is
Istrength in every walk of life. At least in theory it is so; alas

in practice it is not always put into effect. Concerning the
prosperity of those who believed in Him, the LORD JESUS prayed
to His FATHER that they all might be one, “that the world may
believe that Thou hast sent me” (Jn. xvii. 21). “While I was
with them,” He said, “I kept them in Thy name;” and again,
“HoLy FATHER, keep through Thine own name those whom
Thou hast given Me, that they may be one as we are.”

The second chapter of Acts is a striking commentary on this
early unity. Verse 1, says, “they were all with one accord in one
place.” Verse 4, says of them whilst so gathered, “they were all
filled with the HoLy GHOST.” The result of this in the world
1s shown in verse 47; “the LORD added to the church daily such
as should be saved.” It could not be otherwise.

GoD’s purpose is to gather together in one all things in
CHRIST; not only the church, but all things. He is to be supreme
in heaven and earth, but if those who profess to be subject to
Him cannot agree to walk together, finding mcre reasons why
they should not, than why they should, can we be surprised that
the world holds us up to ridicule and Gob does not publicly own
us by the addition of large numbers to our ranks? It is still true
that Gop wills not the death of one sinner, and that Gop calls
whom He will to Himself, but how much better if we who be-
long to Him could show that unity which should testify to the
world that the FATHER sent the SON, that He might be graciously
pleased to add those whom He adds to the church, to our ranks.

Today the church is broken into fragments so that the unbe-
lieving world looks and laughs. The unity that was to have been
the strength of the gospel testimony is gone, and to whose ranks
can those be added whom grace is pleased to save?

GoD is ever gracious and His ear is ever open to our cry.
Brethren, let us not cease to pray earnestly for spiritual percep-
tion and divine guidance that we at least, may never be lacking
as to our part in this unity. Who knows? He may yet be entreated,
and grant us a little recovery before the LORD comes.

A. A. TuNLEY
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FRESH AND FRUITFUL ALL THE TIME

OES not this epitomise the First Psalm? At all events it
D characterises the godly life. What a holy ambition is here
presented to us! Fresh and fruitful all the time.

The Second Epistle of Peter ends with an exhortation to grow
in grace and in the knowledge of CHRIST. And it does not add:
“This is written for the young in years.” Christian progress
should be lifelong. Stagnation is not piety. And it is not only
the old who may be mummified in mind and heart and spirit.

What is the remedy for this deplorable condition whether in
young or old? Well, many answers could be given, all equally
Scriptural. We will select one: “Walk in the SPIRIT.”

The Church loses through paying insufficient attention to the
ministry of the SPIRIT. A company of religious people without
the SPIRIT is organised weakness.

Every Christian is born of the SPIRIT, sealed by the SPIrIT,
and has the SpPIRIT dwelling in him. As Advocate and “Com-
forter” He pleads our cause and strengthens us by His company.
He is the Author of all victory over sin, of every Christian grace,
cf every effectual prayer, of all power for witness, of all fruitful
service.

The Divine command, “Be filled with the SPIRIT,” implies 2
continuous process or movement, and may suggest a full pond
on the hillside, with both inlet and outlet. It is always full be-
cause it has an inler; it is always fresk because it has an outlet.

The SririT-filled life is constantly receiving from CHRIST,
on the one hand; on the other hand, it is constantly giving out in
loving service to others.

It is the SpiriT of the living Gop Who gives the enduement
of power both for holy living and for effective service. It may
come, in our experience, suddenly or gradually. Centrally, and
apart from all accompaniments and however varied its outcome
in life and ministry, the fulness of the SPIRIT means that the
life is under the control of the SPIRIT of CHRIST. Are we walk-
ing habitually under the SPIRIT’s stimulating direction, in in-
vigorating abundance of spiritual life? May Gobp in His mercy
save us from becoming mummified in mind and palsied in heart,
living but torpid specimens of arrested development.

E. Apams



Sparkling Gems

If the King of wild beasts is first named (Job 38), it is not
without purpose thar the raven follows. The contrast is marked;
but JEHOVAH careth for both. He is good to all and His tender
mercies are over all His works.

* * % * *

The Lorp looks for activity of love among His own.
* * * * *

Since we are objects of a love which can never fail, He would
have us to be instruments or channels of it one toward another.

* * * * *

The thief in whom grace wrought on the cross, blessed as was
the new-born desire of his heart, got help on three points, each of
exceeding interest. He asked (1) to be remembered by the LorD
(2) at His coming (3) in His Kingdom. The LoRD surpassed each
feature of his request, for He promised (1) that he should be with
Him (2) that day (3) in Paradise! This affords the fullest Scrip-
ture teaching as to the blessedness of those who put off this
tabernacle .. . . and that “to die is gain”, clearly establishes that
the emancipated spirit enjoys (1) the blessedness of being “with
CHRIST”, which is far better than any blessing enjoyed here be-
low, (2) that such blessing is immediate and (3) it is in the elysium
of His own presence, a locality otherwise defined.

* * * * *

Two things go together for us as saints; the certainty of the
LorD’s coming and the uncertainty whether or not we shall fall
asleep before He comes.

* * * * *

The real value of the glad tidings of GOD can only be rightly
estimated by the ccnsideration of the alarming fact that “the
wrath of Gobp is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness”,
which shews that GoD’s terrible judgment against all that is con-
trary to Himself is coming upon men from heaven. It is not a
local or partial intervention of GoD’s anger, but “against all
ungodliness™.
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The pow’r of human speech brings neither peace nor light,
The heart is drawn alone by Thine own mighty word.
Thou kindlest in my soul the light of truth divine;

The hidden treasure now is seen, and it is mine.

(From the German of Gottfried Arnold.)
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THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF JUDGES
By THE EbITOR
(The Tragedy of Samson)

ROM the special circumstances of his birth Samson, as a

Nazarite, should have been a living witness to Israel’s

position among the nations as a separated people. The
unshorn locks remained nearly to the end; but the inward
departure from a dedicated life is seen early in the story. Chosen
companions from the Philistine enemy were cherished by him
and soon turned his steps to a path of unfaithfulness to his high
calling, which path as always became easier to tread as time
passed. The early promise remained unfulfilled as the physically
strong proved to be the morally weak, until the saddest sentence
in the record runs, “ And he wist not that the Lorp had departed
from him” (xvi. 20).

Another has written of his pre-natal advantages thus, “ What
more could Gob or man or angel of Gop have done that was not
done for Samson? Every man must work out his own salvation
with his own hands, or not at all; but short of doing for Samson
what neither Gop nor man could do, what more could Gop or
man have done that was not done? From his birth, and for long
before his birth, the gifts of Gop were simply showered on
Samson. He had a father and a mother of the very best.”

The greatest spiritual advantages do not ensure conduct
consistent with such privilege. They are no safeguard against
fleshly desires which war against the soul. They may be carelessly
frittered away becoming atrophied from lack of use. And the
story of Samson’s parents as given in the Book of Judges affords
more spiritual profit to the reader than that of their famous son
told at much greater length.

His dedication and separation to GOD as a Nazarite was made
more easy for him by that of his mother. In the angel’s message
however an ominous note was sounded as he says, “ He shall
begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” Begin
to deliver!
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Actually he judged Israel for twenty of the forty years of the
Philistine oppression. He was thus a ‘“saviour” as all the
Judges are styled, but not a perfect one, as he could only begin
to deliver them.

In his appointed office, as a “ saviour ” raised up of Gob for the
people of Israel, he was in this respect a type of the LorD JEsus
CHRIST the Saviour perfectly of all His people. Save for this
official resemblance the less said the better, however much some
preachers and teachers appear to suspend New Testament truths
on texts here and there from the life of Samson which the story
rightly understood will not bear.

With all his patent failings, however, Samson was a man of
faith as Hebrews xi. 32 informs the reader. For in spite of much
that would appear to contradict, or throw doubt upon this, and
although his faith at times seems sadly lacking in discernment,
and at best of a fitful character, yet it was really present and
evidenced as when he one time sought an occasion against the
Philistines the record is ““ it was of the LORD,” yet apparently in
that secondary sense of permission, not of appointment, as the
sequel would suggest.

Gop graciously gives credit to his failing servants for every bit
of faith in exercise, even though in His governmental dealings He
has to deal with the failures, of which, alas, we each have more than
we are probably aware.

In the case of Samson who began to save Israel from the
Philistines in spite of his acting upon sudden impulses, by fits
and starts so to say, when we read, “ The SPIRIT of the LoRD
began to move him ” (xiii. 24): *“ came mightily upon him”
{xiv. 16); “ came upon him** (xiv. 19); and “ came mightily
upon him” (xv. 14); the general atmosphere pervading his
career is that of a low level of spiritual enlightenment and moral
purity. The chief secret of the weakness and ruin of Samson the
strong man (as in the case of Solomon the wise man later) was what
is known as uxoriousness. The daughters of the Philistines were
his undoing, until at long last the symbol of the Nazarite vow of
consecration is formally broken. The source of his strength lay
in his dedication to GoD as he confessed when he said, * Then
shall I be weak, and be as another man” (xvi. 7).
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In King Solomon’s case we read “ he loved many strange
women . . . his wives turned away his heart” (1 Kings xi. 1-3).
All of which is placed on record for our instruction and warning.
Otherwise the stories of the weakness of Samson and the folly of
Solomon would have found no place in the Scripture record of
such greatly gifted men.

————

ABRAM AND MELCHIZEDEK
(Genesis x1v)

HEN our LORD JEsus appears as Melchizedek by-and-by,
§ X/ then will be the day for our glory with Him; and thevarious
traits here prefigured will coalesce in Him, not merely the
sole dignity of the priest but the exercise of the priesthood 1n its
character of blessing. Then will be the answer to Abram’s putting
down of the victorious powers of the world, the deliverance of
the poor though faulty people of the Lorp (shewn by Lot), and
finally the bringing out the symbol of what Gop gives not only for
the sustenance of His people but for their joy—the bread and the
wine of that day. So it is that the Lorp will then act; for this will
be one of the wonderful differences between the LORD JESUS as
the priest on His throne and all others that have ever governed in
this world. It is the sorrowful necessity of those that govern now
that they must take the means of maintaining their dignity and
grandeur from the people whom they govern; that even the
poorest contribute to that which the world owns as greatness and
majesty. It must be so; it is the necessity of earthly glory which
never can rise above its source; for the haughtiest monarchy of
the world is after all founded, whatever the sovereign gift and
ordinance of GoD, on the least contributions of the least people
on earth. But when creation is arranged according to the mind
of Gop, and when His kingdom comes in its proper power and
majesty, how different! It will be His prerogative to supply all.
The instinctive sense of this was what made the people wish the
Lorp Jesus to be king when He was here below. When He
miraculously fed the multitudes with bread, they as it were said,
This i the kind of king we want—a king that will give us plenty of
food without our working for it.
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And doubtless the day is coming when the kingdom will be so
ordered. That which the corrupt heart of man would like very
well now, to avoid toiling in the sweat of his face, the LoRD will
give, according to His own goodness, when man is bowed down
as well as broken and the riches of Gop’s grace are no longer made
the cloak of man’s selfishness to His dishonour. This is one of the
great distinctive features of that future kingdom, and Melchizedek
shews it here. It is not only that there is food for the hungry, but
he brings out bread and wine for the conquerors. That is, it is
not merely the meeting of the necessities of man, but Gob acting
after the victory is won according to His bounty and as is due to
His own glory. And so it is that in the great day of the coming
kingdom Gob will do these wonderful things on man for the
earth. But mark His wise and righteous way—not before the
cross, that is, the mighty work of the SoN, is a fact; nor before
the SPIRIT of GOD has wrought to bring the souls of those very
men into the acknowledgment of Him that wrought it, and into
the appreciation of the value of that atonement which was
accomplished on the cross. Gob will have wrought this work in
the remnant of His people whom He will make a strong nation,
when the day arrives for the Lorp JESUS to manifest Himself in
the exercise of His Melchizedek priesthood—not merely to be the
anti-typical Melchizedek, for this He is now.

At present He is not yet bestowing His Melchizedek favours;
but when that day comes, it will be, I repeat, for the exercise of
the priesthood, and not merely the glory of that one sole priest.
The need of man too will be secured in that day. The people will
be prepared for blessing. If there will be power and glory, it will
be the portion of a people poor in spirit, confessedly contrite and
broken down, sensible of the mercy that Gop had shewn their
souls, and made honest enough by grace to confess their sins, a
people in short that will have found all their boast in that SAvIOUR
whom they once despised and in that which was their abhorrence.
Then it will not be a base and selfish seeking of what merely suits
themselves and allows them to vegetate in idleness. Not so; but
it is the day for the King to lavish what He has Himself wrought,
and for Gob to manifest what was ever in His heart. For Gop
has always longed to bless men; but He awaits the day when He
can righteously as well as freely bless them. Alas! man has never
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yet been in the state wherein he can be blessed. For to bless him
when his heart is at enmity to Gop, where would be the good of
it for man, not to speak of Gop ? Would it not be, on the contrary,
the grossest mockery to pour out blessing on man who, being
unrenewed and unrepentant, must after all be cast into hell?
Such is the state of every man naturally; no showers of blessing
from above, if this were all, could change the soil. In his natural
state he is not fit for heaven, nor even for the earth under the reign
of our LorD JEsus, but only to be cast into the place that is
prepared for the devil and his angels. But in the day that is
coming the Lorp will have a people born of Gob, washed every
whit clean, and rescued out of the hand of the spoiler, by His
own redeeming grace and power; and then we see the LORD
Jesus bringing out all that will manifest the goodness of Gop and
glory of Gop, making the heart of man to rejoice before Him,
and his face glad for ever. Then shall man know what is the Gop
he has to do with, when he sees reversed and set aside and rooted
out every vestige of Satan’s old lie that Gop does not take pleasure
in goodness and in lavishing the fruits of it on man here below.

This then is the scene that is soon to open, surpassing fable
indeed, and yet true. Mark too how all confirms it in the context.
CHRIST is the antitype of Melchizedek, the king of righteousness
and afterwards of peace. Then will be the day of peace founded
on righteousness. But further He is the * priest of the most high
Gobp.” Glorious title! It is not merely “ JEHOVAH,” nor merely
“ ALMIGHTY.” The almightiness of GoD comes out in protecting
His poor pilgrims; and His character of JEHOvVAH, as of old in
judgment when the people were under the first covenant, so under
the second, particularly when He shews Himself the unchangeable
Gob, who cleaves to His purpose of blessing a people that were
alas! changeable more than all others on the earth. But “ the
most high Gob ”—what is its force ? Just this. When all other
oracles are dumb, when every false god becomes, like Dagon, a
fallen and dishonoured stump before the true ark and Him whose
glory dwells there, then and then for the first time, since Satan
foisted idol-worship into the world, shall every idol vanish out of
it, and their worshippers be ashamed before the only true Gob.
Then shall Gop have His place as “ the most high Gop.”

Yet He is not only this, but *“ the possessor of heaven and earth.”
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When will that be, and what will display His possession of heaven
and earth? We all know He is so now in real title; but when is
the due testimony to it on the earth? Where the power that en-
forces it? As far as one sees, man is the possessor of the earth
now; and if one bows to scripture, who can deny that the devil
is the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air? Itis
only faith can say that Gob is really so; but in that day it will be
evident to all. His possession of heaven and earth will be manifest
when the Lorp Jesus comes. For whence does He come? Not
from Bethlehem then, but from heaven. He will come from
God’s right hand and put down all contrary powers here below,
and the heavens and earth, long severed, will be manifestly
at one. The mind of heaven will be no longer as now in contrast
with the mind of the earth. Then will come the reconciler, the
blessed ONE who will unite, for Gob’s glory and under His own
sway, ‘ all things, whether they be things in heaven or things on
earth ”—even in Him “ in whom we have obtained aninheritance.”

This then is the evident meaning of the glorious foreshadowing
brought before us in this divine tale of Melchizedek.

I need dwell no more on the history, except to point out one
moral feature, the beautiful manner in which Abram, thus blessed,
and deeply affected by both Gob’s dealings on the one hand and
this remarkable confirmation of his faith on the other, answers
the king of Sodom, who, feeling all thankfulness for the mighty
intervention of divine power through Abram, offers unsought to
give Abram the goods. But Abram at once shews us that faith is
more generous still, knowing what it is to be rich toward Gobp, and
refusing to tarnish His testimony by anything that would enable
the king of Sodom to say “ I have made Abram rich.” At the
same time he pleads for the others. Whatever may be the self-
renouncing grace of Abram, he in the largeness of his heert forgets
not what is due to those who had not his faith. He asks for Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre, who had helped him. It was only and quite
right that they should participate in the spoil.

I need not spend many words in exploding the petty and
nauseous hypothesis which regards the whole chapter, the battle
of the kings and the interview of Melchizedek and Abram, as a
traditional patch worked in at this point. Certainly there is a
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discriminating use of the divine names in the different portions
of Genesis as everywhere in Scripture even to the Revelation of
John in the New Testament; but only the credulity of an infidel
could have thence been induced to believe that Genesis, any more
than the Revelation, is a compilation of distinct documents by
differing writers.

A rationalist may be learned; but he is necessarily ignorant of
Gob’s mind in Scripture, as his false principle leads him to deny
it, and hence not even to seek it, as the believer does who sees in
the word of Gob the SPIRIT’S testimony to CHRIST.

W. KELLEY
.Y . 2

LT

THE BEST LAST

19 HOU hast kept the good wine until now > (John ii. 10),

l These words spoken by the president of the feast after

he had tasted the * water that was made wine ” must

have made a lasting impression on John’s mind. It is Gop’s way
to keep the best wine until the last.

This principle finds an illustration in the various stages in the
carth’s renovation and in the creation of the various forms of
life as described in Genesis 1. Vegetable life is followed by animal,
and that is succeeded by man, the crown of GoD’s creative
process. Made in the image of Gop, and capable of communion
with his MAKER, man is a kingdom, a world, in himself.

The same principle is seen in the structure of the Bible,
recording, as it does, the progress of Divine revelation to man.
The Bible is the inspired record of the progressive revelation of
GobD and His salvation through law-giver, prophets and the events
of history, culminating in the person, work and teaching of
CHrisT. Gob usually moves in slow stages, in the changes of the
seasons, in the movements of Providence and in the revelation
of His will. The progress is not of course in the character of
Gop, nor in the truth itself, but in the unfolding of it. The mists
gradually roll away from the landscape, disclosing scene after
scene, but the whole landscape was there all the time. There is
progress in the New Testament as compared with the Old.

And there is progress within the New Testament itself.
Contrast, for instance, the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount
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with that of the Upper Room. Further, in the course of His
farewell address, our LoRD said, “ I have yet many things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when He the
SpiriT of Truth is come, He shall guide you into all the truth.”
(John xvi; 12, 13). After He had returned to the unseen world
He continued to teach and direct His apostles by His SpInir,
and the record of that further teaching is found in the Acts and
the Epistles. This further teaching never contradicts CHRIST'S
own teaching as given in the Gospels, but enlarges and develops
it. So that the teaching of the whole of the New Testament is the
teaching of one mind, the mind of CHRIST. And the Apocalypse,
with its unfolding, in the form of spectacular symbolism, of the
age-long struggle between the Church and the world, of judgment
and of final victory, makes a fitting conclusion to the Word of
Gop.

Christian experience should also be a continuous progress.
John speaks of “ babes,” ‘ young men » and “ fathers.” Peter's
closing word to ‘‘ grow in grace ” applies to believers of all ages.
““ For one look at self take ten looks at CHRIST,” said the saintly
McCheyne. Yes, but let us take the one look at self. Occasional
spiritual stock-taking is an excellent and wholesome exercise.
Among marks of Christian progress may be mentioned the
following: abiding assurance of salvation; increasing purity of
motive; acting from principle rather than from impulse; greater
broadmindedness—of the true kind; less relish for the world;
a deeper peace amid the things that happen; and the organizing
the entire life around Gob and His will,

‘““ The best is yet to be; the last for which the first was made.”
May not this apply to the eventide of life as well as to the hereafter ?
Someone has said that youth, like the spring, is an overpraised
season. At all events, it is in the early fall of the year that nature
yields most of her fruits. And may we not expect some, at least,
of the best fruits of grace to be produced in the autumn of life ?

Stanley Jones tells how an Indian lady was entertaining some
visitors. One was impressed by her poise, dignity and sweetness,
and said, “ You are so beautiful!” * Why shouldn’t I be ?” she
replied; “I am 72 years of age.” She had evidently learned to
grow old gracefully and gratefully.
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And “ the best last ” applies—for the Christian—to the future
as compared with the present life. Now we are at school; then
we shall be at home. Now we are subject to the limitations and
infirmities of the time-state; then we shall enjoy to the full the
liberty of the sons of Gob. Now * we see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face.” Now life entails pain and conflici, sacnfice,
frustration and disappointment; then it will mean victory and
fulfilmene.

* Like a river glorious
Is Gop’s perfect peace,
Opver all victorious
In its bright increase;
Perfect, yet it floweth
Fuller every day;
Perfect, yet it groweth
Deeper all the way.”
E. ADAMS.

— e

“LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY”
(Joun x. 10)

S soon as our first parents fell, Gop in His grace gave a
Aword for faith to take hold of and trust in, and so it has been
~“*ever since, divine revelation becoming gradually fuller and
clearer, and perhaps more and more generally known in the
world.

Without faith it is impossible to please God. Faith in His
word, its reception because it is Gop’s word and comes to us
with divine authority, is the indispensable condition of spjritual
blessing, and of personal intercourse between the soul and Gob.
Yet the degree and specific character of the blessing have altered
from time to time. The case of Abraham, for instance, stands out
conspicuously, in contrast with the antediluvian patriarchs, and
in some respects even in contrast with his descendants under the
yoke of the law. For, though testimony as to the MESSIAH and
His kingdom was constantly getting clearer and brighter with the
unfolding of prophecy, still the Sinaitic covenant * gendered to
bondage > (Gal. iv. 24); such was the result to the Israelites of
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putting themselves under law, instead of casting themselves upon
the grace of Gob, as expressed in His unconditional promises to
their fathers, the result in fact of their utter ignorance alike of
GobD and of themselves.

But though JEHOVAH’S righteousness has ever been that in
virtue of which sinners have been saved—though in the mind and
purpose of Gob even before our being justified by faith, and not
by works (by works only evidentially,) nevertheless of
accomplished righteousness, and the subsisting justification
which depends on and follows it, none could derive the benefir, as
a known state and standing, till it became and was proclaimed as
an existent fact. The prophets prophesied of it (Isaiah lvi. 1);
and Daniel stated (ix. 24), that seventy weeks were determined
amongst the things “ to bring in everlasting righteousness.” It
was spoken of, and trusted in, from of old, but not * revealed,”
nor could the SPIRIT consequently be given as the seal of
accomplished righteousness (John vii. 39), till the Lorp JEsus
died, rose, and was glorified in ascension. Paul however, formally
dwells upon it as accomplished and revealed (Rom. i. 17, iii.
24-26); and the whole teaching of the New Testament as to
christianity, and even as to eternity, is based on it. Vain is the
attempt, then, to obliterate distinctions Gop Himself has made,
and to reduce all His dealings to one common level. The wisdom
of GoD’s ways, as displayed in the successive dispensations, will
remain for ever marked like the rings which mark the growth of
the tree, or the successive accretions, the age of a stone.

The glory of Gop, and blessing of man, have all and completely
depended on CHRIST as MEDIATOR. Through Him only have men
ever been saved. But this does not mean that, in the administration
of divine grace to men through Him, there have been neither
degrees of spiritual intelligence nor diversities of spiritual
privilege. An infant has not the intelligence of a full-grown man,
and what is in this true in the case of individuals is true of
dispensations. The spiritual status granted to saints of previous
economies was wholly and in all cases inferior to the christian
status, as is very clearly stated in Luke vii. 28; and consequently
the spiritual capacity and intelligence were also very different.
It is fallacious to say that because Old Testament saints were
born of GOD, and are now in heaven, that therefore what is known
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by the christian, such as remission of sins, justification of life,
peace, the heavenly calling, etc, were. known to them as to us.
They had simple childlike faith in Gob, and in His word—a
faith given by Gop in the coming MESSIAH, sustained by Him,
and which Gop did not disappoint, for He uses this resource in
this world, and afterwards took them to heaven. But to apply to
them, cither as regards spiritual intelligence, state, or condition,
truth, which for its revelation and subjective realisation depended
on the accomplishment of atonement, and on the descent of the
HoLy GHosT, is altogeths r a mistake, and (though unintentionally)
disparages virtually the work and person of our LorD. The
Epistle to the Romans, for example, is written from a christian
stand-point: the spiritual expaegience and privileges, therein
spoken of, must be taken as in the light of christianity, and can
be understood only from the christian position, and by the
christian sense. The sins of the Old Testament saints are said
simply to have been “ passed over,” or pretermitted (Rom.
iii. 25). In fact the value and effect of the work of CHRIST could
be known, in the intelligence and power of the SpiriT, only after
CHrisT had suffered, been raised, and was glorified. And the
personal and practical state is necessarily and at all times contingent
on, the revelation which Gob gives, varying in degree with it in
such a way that whilst in each dispensation, individual and personal
faith and apprehension varied, yet dispensational light, state,
standing and privilege vary also, as a whole and as a system—
the christian economy being the climax and perfection of all, and
justification of life, and life in resurrection, being characteristically
christian privilege. In Rom. vii. 14-24, the man spoken of has
light beyond that of an Old Testament saint, but not up to the
full christian standard. As to the divine nature there was that in
the saints of Old Testament times, which through grace enabled
them to please GoD up to the light He gave them. They were
born of GOD, and therefore feared, trusted, and obeyed Gob.
But we must distinguish between the quickening grace of the
SPIRIT, and the SPIRIT as indwelling and so the seal of accomp-
lished righteousness. “ Ye are not in the flesh but in the SpIRIT,
if so be that the SPIRIT of GoD dwell in you,” could not have been
said till the SPIRIT was given. It is a test now, but would have
been no test then, because, though born of Gop and by the
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SpPiRIT, they had not the gifr of the SpiriT. Nor in their case was
the distinction brought to light between the mind of the flesh
and the mind of the SPIRIT, because flesh and SPIRIT were not
then known to be irreconcilable. Without this profound and
SpiriT-taught knowledge, they simply walked in the fear of
Gob, and with the sense of His mercy which enabled them to say,
“ Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, O Lorp; for in
Thy sight shall no flesh be justified”; whereas the christian
knows that he will never come into judgment, but is passed from
death unto life.

As soon as our LORD came into the world, hearts were opened
to see in Him the SAVIOUR, and to receive Him as such. Simeon
takes up the blessed Infant in his arms and said, * Now lettest
Thou Thy servant, O Lorp, depart in peace according to Thy
word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” And when thirty
years after, that BLESSED MAN, anointed with the HoLy GHosT,
went forth upon His mission, far surpassing any that the Old
Testament saints knew was the privilege of those who saw,
heard, and received Him. In short His appearance in the world
constituted an epoch (1 John i.), a fresh starting point in every
sense, and in all Gop’s dealings with men, either spiritually or
temporally. Saints were not merely quickened but made * children
of Gob by faith in CHRisT JEsus,” with the SPIRIT of adoption
given to enjoy it and cry to the FATHER. They had a conscious
relationship, and a nearmess of position, never known before.
Of this salvation, Peter tells us, the prophets had enquired, but
were told that not unto themselves but unto us they ministered
the things now revealed by the HoLy GHOST sent down from
heaven (1 Peter i. 10-12). We are told also by Paul (Titus
ii. 11), that “the grace of Gop that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men ” etc. True, this does not mean that men did
not look for a SAVIOUR before; but it certainly means that a
vastly more advanced and privileged position is now proclaimed
to all, and is ours by faith. J.B.P.



Sparkling Gems

The Gospel is as powerful as ever. If we could but get it out of
the sheath of so-called culture, education, progress and question-
ing and could use the bare, two-edged sword of the Gospel upon
the hearts of men, we should again hear shouts of victory.

* * * #* *

You can very well afford to be quiet with your fellow-men when
you yourself are perfectly restful in the living Gop.
* * * * *

If you are conscious of the LORD’s presence, you will do the
best thing possible by being very calm, deliberate and quiet in
His service.

* * * * *

All around us there is growing up in tangled masses the ill
weed of ' modern thought,” which is nothing better than an
infidelity too cowardly to wear its proper name.

* * * * *

It is not want of knowledge that hinders souls from acting
according to Gop: I speak now of the general rule. But want of
faith dulls the force of what we know and makes it as if we knew
it not,

* % * * *

Of the New Heaven and the New Earth, Rev. xxi. 1-7; tells.
us what will not be there but very little of what will. The latter
we shall know later.

* * * * *

The present seems to be a time for preparing the stones for the
future temple of Gob rather than for displaying that temple in
miniature.

* * * * *

Each stone has to be precisely prepared in Gop’s way for the
place and purpose it has to fulfil. No tool will be lifted up upon
it when the building is erected.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)
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A Song from a Sick Bed

NEVER MIND

NEVER mind the why and wherefore,

Never mind the how and when;

For the thoughts of Gop are higher
Than the thoughts and ways of men.

Never mind the peradventures,
Never mind the “ifs” and “buts”;

JEsus holds the Key of David,
When He opens, no man shuts.

Never mind the fear of favour,
Never mind the “ayes” and ‘“noes”’;
He who sides with GoD and goodness,
Far outnumbers all his foes.

Never mind the weights and measures,
Never mind the have and had;
CHRIST can banquet starving thousands,
From the wallet of a lad.
Never mind the when and whether,
Never mind the “thens” and “1ills”;
Trust in Gob’s unchanging mercy
Rest upon His ““‘SHALLS” and “Wills.”
THOMAS SPURGEON

Made and Prinled in Great Britain and Published by C. A. Hammond,
11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1.
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Ananias of Damascus
(Acts ix. 10-18)

By THE EpITOR

IN this short section of the Acts of the Apostles the brief but
illuminating story occurs of Ananias of Damascus. Introduced
by name, and that a name which had been tamished in the early
days of Christianity by another holder of it, this Ananias
appears on the page as “a certain disciple at Damascus,” who
is addressed by the Lorp in a vision. He is a disciple who is a
vessel fit for the MASTER’s use. Happy indeed would it be if
every disciple were found in such a condition, and the first
question the story of Ananias raises in the mind must be, Am
I one equally fit to be called on by the Lorp for special service
should occasion arise?

For the certain disciple is one who could be trusted with a
most important and delicate service to CHRIST and His Church
at that time. The story reveals him to be on most reverent and
yet intimate terms with his L.ORD, a man so in communion with
Him as to be permitted to discuss the commission given him,
and frankly speak his own thoughts about the matter.

The MASTER gives instructions naturally 1ievealing the ful-
lest knowledge of all circumstances, and the disciple expresses
his feelings as to the difficulties which will probably be met with
in obeying the order given him. His immediate response to the
call, “Ananias,” is “Behold, I am here, LORD,” and indicates a
spiritual character in not being taken by surprise at surfg «€
summons. The humble heart and the quiet mind - .
hear the Divine Voice. But the preciser the story of Anamias
Ananias to perform the allotted servinedge of the LORD shown
rently, which he stated very blmrch we reside; the house, and
street which is called Straightor; where we hail from and what we
for one called Saul, of .7 doing at the moment. All this as well
hath seen in a vision zi0lds for us. With a Psalmist we may well
ting his hand on hte in Thy hands,” and with the patriarch Job,

Of course thahe way that I take” (Job xxiii. 10).
meticulous pr
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thoughts in the reader. The name of the street in the city, the
house in the street, the name of the householder, the lodger, his
name and where he came from, his actual present occupation
and what he was to become as the result of this mission of
Ananias may well awaken in every disciple and servant some
sense akin to that expressed by the Psalmist when he says, “Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me” leading to the realisation,
“Thou art acquainted with all my ways.” (Psalm cxxxix. 3 - 6).

How clearly Scripture mirrors actual human life is shown
here by the attitude of Ananias as with great freedom he informs
the Lorp of things which he has heard, and indeed some things
which he knew for a fact, which apparently had not been
noticed by the LORD in this matter of Saul of Tarsus.

So Ananias answered, “LORD, I have heard by many of this
man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem:
and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all
that call on Thy Name.” Thus Ananias lays before the LorDp
what appear to him to be almost insuperable difficulties in
carrying out His instructions.

Who, with any knowledge of the world, does not recognise the
difficulty of suggesting to one’s superior whether in commer-
cial, professional or service life, some flaw in instructions or
orders, and with what ill grace such are often received, even if
accepted. And how often do the disciples today offer a wealth
of gratuitous information in so-called prayer to the LORD.

. Tn Ananias the Lorp listens patiently, and then very graci-
his mind at rest as He says, “Go thy way: for he is

hﬁéver Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles

Trust in Gou™P of Israel: for’I will f}]ow him how

Rest upon His ‘;\__”My Name’s sake.” Now with a

* 1 disciple wends his way to

THOM:a' o house, and putting his

ORD, even JESUS that

. . ot
Made and Prinicd in Great Britain and Published U;\hivsltsl(:n:hr:ef_lg:‘a;

11, Little Bvitain, London, EC.1. - as it had been
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scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was
baptsed.”

In after years when bearing witness to the Name of JEsuUs
before the high priest and official heads of the children of Israel,
Paul disclosed more of what Ananias had said to him than is
given in our chapter. This is what he said: “And one Ananias,
a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all
the Jews which dwelt there (Damascus) came unto me, and
stood and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And
the same hour I looked upon him. And he said, ‘The GoD of
our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will,
and see that JusT ONE, and shouldest hear the voice of His
mouth, For thou shalt be His witness unto all men of what thou
hast seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? Arise and be
baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the Name of the
Lorp ” (Acts xxii. 12-16).

Ananias having fulfilled his mission now retires into the
obscurity from which he had been called and commissioned by
the Lorp. He was indeed a vessel meet for the MASTER’s use,
as the (never to be forgotten by Paul) greeting “Brother Saul”
testifies. He did the gracious task in a humble brotherly spirit,
becoming thereby the link between the Lorp Himself and the
chosen vessel, the vessel of election, the greatest of all CHRIST’S
bondmen, the exemplar of the mercy of GoD to the chief of
sinners, and an example of wholehearted loyalty to the claims of
CHRIST. But what a link in so great a chain of blessing!

“Behold he prayeth” was the mark given to assure Ananias
of his genuineness, not “ behold he preacheth,” for some preach-
ers have proved deceivers; but behold he prayeth, prayeth in
;f.cret, secret prayer being a sure mark of one truly seeking the

ORD.

What comfort believers may draw from the story of Ananias
of Damascus, by the intimate knowledge of the LoRD shown
therein. The very street in which we reside; the house, and
whether householder or visitor; where we hail from and what we
are actually occupied in doing at the moment. All this as well
as what the furure holds for us. With a Psalmist we may well
say, “My times are in Thy hands,” and with the patriarch Job,
“He knoweth the way that I take” (Job xxiii. 10).
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The Holy of Holies
(Psalm v. 7; Hebrews x. 19)

“BUT as for me, in the greatness of Thy loving kindness will
I enter Thy house; I will bow down toward the temple of
Thy holiness in Thy fear” (Psalm v. 7. N. Trans.).

David had been looking around on others with some realisa-
tion of what evil is in the sight of Gop. and how surely judge-
ment must overtake the evil doer. It might seem at a passing
glance that (like the Pharisee in the temple in St. Luke xviii) he
was comparing himself and thanking Gop that he was not as
other men were. Yet from consideration of these words we may
learn how very far from selfrighteousness he was in writing this
Psalm. In verse 7 he comes to an abrupt change. Could it be
that while denouncing others as men of deceit- and murder he
recognised those sins as the darkest stain of his own life? Did he
recall Nathan’s reply to his over righteous indignation, “Thou
art the man” (2 Sam. xii. 7)? It may possibly have been so as
he tumns in upon himself with, “but as for me.”

Ii is well at times for us to examine ourselves (1 Cor. xi. 28;
2 Cor. xiii. 5); and specially so as we come to the LorD’s Table
to remember Him in His death and to worship the FATHER in
spirit and in truth.

For David all thoughts of selfrighteousness or personal
worthiness are completely banished from his heart, as the
thought of his own grievous sin had taught him that there was
not an offering he could bring to cover or atone for his guilt
(Ps. 1. 16). But a broken spirit and a contrite heart he did bring.
His joy and glory in entering JEHOVAH’s house or presence was
the greatness of His loving kindness Who was there, and Whose
glory therefore filled the holy places. How precious are these
words — “the greatness of Thy loving kindness.” as though
author and translator had sought what may appear a superlative
expression; but can any words fully convey what it really is?
David was looking onward to that temple made with hands to
which the LoRrD would come, a holy place, a house of prayer on
earth for all nations, where Gob would be pleased to put His



Name. That temple is now no more but the LoRD JESUS is with
the FATHER in heaven and neither in “this mountain nor in
Jerusalem” do we look to, or gather in, as the temple of GoD’s
holiness. Yet we have a centre no less real, no less holy in the
precious Name of the LORD JESus with the assurance that
“where two or three are gathered together in My Name there
am I in the midst of them™ (St. Matt. xviii. 20). The greatness
of the loving kindness of Gobp is fully revealed in the SoN of
His love, Who by one offering has perfected for ever them that
are sanctified, that is separated to GoD as worshippers by the
blood of CHRIST. He it is Who leads the spiritual worshippers
into the “holiest of all.” Our title to draw near is the same as
David’s although much more fully understood. “Let us draw
pear with a true heart in full assurance of faith having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and cur bodies washed
with pure water.” (Heb. x. 22.)

Soon we shall know as we are known having been begotten
again to a living hope to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled
and unfading reserved in heaven for which we are kept by faith.
Then we shall adore the greatmess of the loving kindness which
provided “the water and the blood” which “has made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” (Col.
i. 12). Well may we wonder and enquire,

“But who that glorious blaze
Of living light shall tell
Where all His brightness Gop displays
And the Lams’s glories dwell?”
C. Moss

DAL

18

Signs of a Revival
(Wilt thou not revive us again? Psalm Ixxxv. 6.)

HE signs of a revival, whether in an individual soul, in an
assembly, or in a neighbourhood, will be found to be sub-
stantially the same. A revival of true, vital godliness in the souls
of believers, or an increased number of conversions, is the work
of GOD’s SPIRIT. Strictly speaking, He is the only REVIVALIST.
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To apply the term to any of the servants of CHRIST is a mistake.
Hence, the signs and fruits of a genuine revival, must be in
accordance with truth and holiness, for He is “the SPIRIT of
truth,” and “the HoLy SPIrrT.” All that is contrary thereto,
must be attributed to man’s faultiness in the details of the work.

1. The first sign, or indication, of a reviving of the LORD’s
work in a neighbourhood, we believe to be, a fresh quickening of
His own people in that place. Like the fire that has become set
and dull, it needs to be stirred up, so that its energies may be re-
newed, and that they may spread forth on all sides. In like
manner, with the LORD’s own people who may have become dull
and inactive, they need stirring up. But when the divine life in
the soul has been stirred up by the SPIrIT of GoOD, then it will
manifest fresh life, and fresh energy. A heavenly freshness will
pervade the soul, as if it had received new life. This blessed
work may begin, and for some time be manifest, in only one or
two individuals; but where the SPiriT of Gobp is, there is
gathering power, and their numbers must soon increase. By this
means, the people of Gop are brought into sympathy and fel-
lowship with His mind and purpose. Now they can work to-
gether. The love of the world in its many forms, will immedi-
ately and greatly decline. Obedience to its exorbitant demands
will be refused. And on the other hand, love to CHRIST, and
true subjection of heart to His claims will greatly and rapidly
increase. To meet the desires of His heart, will now be the
delight of each newly invigorated soul.

2. The second sign will be manifested in a revived spirit of
prayer. The tender sensibilities of the renewed mind, will soon
be made to feel the coldness and deadness that prevails around.
This will lead to an earnest desire for prayer on the behalf of
such. Time and place will be found. Difficulties hitherto insur-
mountable will be overcome. This sign is now so generally re-
ceived as a token for good, that persons are in the habit of
saying, “I have no doubt that the Lorp is about to work there;
the people are coming together for prayer.” Still, there may be
an increase as to the number of prayer-meetings, without much
increase as to the spirit of prayer. An effort may be made to
“get up” prayer-meetings in one place, because they have been
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made a blessing in another, or because they are becoming general.
In some instances this may be little better than imitation. But
where the work has been begun by the SririT of GoOD, there
will be a real, earnest spirit of prayer. There will be such felt
need, and such conscious weakness, that prayer will be eagerly
desired. Any hour, any place, that affords the desired oppor-
tunity will be heartily welcomed. The less display, the more
congenial to the heart. There is a wonderful difference between
merely coming to a prayer-meeting, and coming in the true
spirit of prayer. The one may be a formality, the other is a living
reality; the former may be gone through in a dull, sleepy state,
but the latter will be manifested in the stirring energies of life—
in a spirit of real waiting upon GOD, and eamest crying unto
Him.

3. The third sign may be, an increased love for precious
souls. The spiritual vision of the revived ones is now so bright
and clear, that the fearful condition of unbelievers, and the
solemn realities of the future, are vividly before them, and
greatly affect them. Hence, the eternal welfare of the uncon-
verted, becomes a subject of the deepest interest. They will
think much about them, affectionately entreat them, and con-
stantly pray to the LorD about them. Their love for precious,
immortal souls will grow exceedingly. The love of CHRIST,
Himself, for them, is seen in a new light. His glory in their sal-
vation, and His dishonour through their unbelief, are differently
felt. The perishing soul, is now, as it were, seen in His light, and
loved with His love. Oh! what a change! what a happy change,
as to their love for precious souls. When things are in a low
state within the church, souls that are outside are but little cared
for.

4. There will now be efforts made answering to this love.
We have abserved, in such times of refreshing, that there is
not only a difference in praying, but also in preaching. What
plainness—what earnestness—what beseeching—what depth of
feeling, is exhibited; and how intensely bent the preacher is
upon the one thing, namely, to win souls to CHRIST. The Church
has been awakened, aroused, blessed, and has caught the sacred
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fire. Every one is seeking to do something for the glory of the
Lorp, the building up of the Church, and the ingathering of
precious souls. Attention and kindness are shown to strangers.
Children are cared for. The salvation of their souls is earnestly
desired. The thoughtless, outside, are thought of, and efforts
are made to bring them in. Tract distribution, in various ways.
is attended to, with the most lively and hopeful interest. All are
at work, and all are earnest and happy in their work. A revived,
healthy, vigorous, elevated tone, and self-denying effort, now
characterise the assembly of Gob.

5. Another happy feature of a true Revival is an enlarged
expectation of blessing. Not only is blessing prayed for, and
efforts made to obtain it, but it is expected. Gop is trusted. His
grace to meet every need is counted upon. Answers to prayer
are looked for. Blessing to souls in connexion with the preaching
is searched for, and prayer is made that the search may not be
in vain. It is no longer the mere routine of service, the use of
means, as it is called, and leaving the results with Gop, without
being concerned as to what these results are. But now, in the
improved state of things, diligent search is made as to what
ground the seed has fallen upon, and where it has taken root.

At such times, and on some occasions, it has pleased the Lorp
to give special faith to some of His servants in expecting bless-
ing. So much so, that they have been led to pray for it, not only
with expectation, but with certainty. And through them the
faith of others has been strengthened, and encouraged to look
to the LORD, in the fulness of expectation, and in the confident
assurance that showers of blessing would be poured down. Such
faith can never be disappointed. Numbers of conversions must
follow—the blessing must extend. The power of Gop is now
manifest in the assembly, even if His special servants are absent.
The work cannot stand still; it moves on steadily and surely.
Conversions bear the special seal of Gop. Unbelievers are mare
thorougnly overpowered by the character of the work, than by
the power of preaching. There is no room for criticism in such
remarkable cases of blessing. Gop is present of a truth. His
power is felt, and numbers of the most unlikely, and the least ex-
pected, bow before Him, confessing their sins, and worshipping
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Him as the SAviOUrR-GoD. O, what a blessed, happy, Gob-
honouring state for an assembly to be in. To be brought into such
close communion with Gop—such real fellowship with Him in
His work of grace—such blessed nearness, as to make the praying
ones feel as if they were “inside the veil.” O, who would not
earnestly breathe after such a state of things? Who would not
seek to be blessed with the bright beams of such wondrous grace?
Who would not fervently cry to the Lorp, that He would so
revive His work amongst us, and give us to taste and see such
floods of blessing? ANON.

kS

1T

He Gave Himself
(Ephes. v. 2; Gal. i. 3-5; ii. 20; 1 Tim. ii. §, 6; Titus ii. 13, 14.)

HESE words, “He gave Himself” or their equivalent occur-

ing six times in St. Paul’s epistles, reveal the wonderful way
in which Gobp’s thoughts concerning the work of the Lorp JEsus
on the Cross have been made known ta us.

In Ephes. v. 2 the value to Gop of the sacrifice of the SAviour
is clearly shown as being of supreme importance. “ CHRIST also
hath loved us and given Himself for an offering and a sacrifice
to Gobp for a sweet-smelling savour.” Here is a reference to the
first of the Offerings of which details are given in the Book of
Leviticus, the Burnt Offering, which the priest had to “burn all
upon the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire
of a sweet savour unto the LorD.” How clearly this prefigured
the sacrifice of our blessed Lorp Who gave Himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to Gobp for a sweet-smelling savour, His
life of obedience and His death of devotion which the bumt
offering typified being linked in Eph. v. 2 with the sin offering
by the words “for us.”” By this His suffering on the Cross brought
infinite glory to Gob, and eternal blessing to all who trust Him
for salvation.

In Gal. i. 3 -5 we are carried a little further into the purpose
for which the LorRp JeEsus died. “Our LorD JEsus CHRIST,
Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from
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this present evil world, according to the will of Gop and our
FaTHER.” Not only for Gop’s highest glory, but “for our sins
and to deliver us from this present evil world” He gave Himself.
We belonged to a world at enmity with Gobp, were en-
slaved by Satan the prince of this world and in a bondage from
all of which the Cross of CHRIST delivers us. “Gop forbid”
says the Apostle, “that I should glory, save in the Cross of our
Lorp JEsus CHRIST, by Whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.” So Gob’s highest glory and our great
deliverance from our sins and the present evil world according
to the will of Gop our FATHER is because “He gave Himself.”

In 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 another thought is preseured as we read,
“CHRIST JESUS Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testi-
fied in due time.” The sacrifice He made is here shown as be-
ing sufficient for the whole world, and that Gob would have the
testimony to this great work of His proclaimed to all, that all
and any believing it might have full opportunity to benefit by it.
“To be testified in due time,” and “behold now is the accepted
time,” hence the gospel, this good news is by the commandment
of the everlasting GOD made known to all nations for the obedi-
ence of faith (Rom. xvi. 26). “He gave Himself” making this
possible by His sacrifice, thus becoming “the propitiation for
our sins” as believers, “and also for the whole world” (1 John
ii. 2).

In Titus ii. 13, 14 we are again taken still further into the
purposes of GOD in giving His SoN “Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar (literally, for His own possession) people,
zealous of good works.” It is as “our SAVIOUR JESus CHRIST”
He does this, being obedient unto death thus to realise Gob’s
eternal purpose of having a people for Himself and suited to
Himself. Israel having failed to glorify Gop as His people are
for the time being ‘“not My people,” and an election of grace
chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world has come
into operation, those called being cleansed, sanctified, justified
before GoD, and zealous of good works before men.

In Ephes. v. 25 - 27 we leamn that not only did the Lorp
desire “a peculiar people” but purposed to bring them into
closest relationship with Himself as “members of His body.”
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“CHRIST also loved the church, and gave Himself for it; that
He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish.” No sign of age or decrepitude appearing
then.

Therefore for the realisation of this the HoLy SPIRIT des-
cended on the Day of Pentecost to baptise all believers into this
one body of CHRIST. Thus and then the assembly of Gop, the
church began, but alas how little do those who belong to His
assembly, “the church of the licing Gop” (1 Tim. iii. 15) realise
and appreciate the wonderful position into which grace has
placed them.

In Gal. ii. 20 the personal love of “the SoN of Gob, Who
loved me and gave Himself for me” is emphasised by the Apostle
Paul. No doubt he felt in a very special way the love that had
arrested him on the road to Damascus, when travelling to perse-
cute those who loved the Name of JEsus. But none who trust
Him as their SAVIOUR surely can have the slightest doubt that
His love to them today is as real and blessed as it was even to
the Apostle when he wrote “the SON of Gop Who loved me and
‘gave Himself’ for me.”

H. W. Rounp.
— A ——

The Day of God

“rTYHE Day of Gobp” is a very remarkable expression in 2

Peter iii. 12 and suggests the time when everything is really
according to Gop. It is distinguished from the “Day of the
LorD,” mentioned in verse 10, in that the Day of the Lorbp is
a day of judgment in preparation for the Day of Gop, in which
the new heavens and the new earth are constituted the dwelling
place of righteousness.

In view of the prospective dissolution of everything, we are
called to consider what kind of people we ought to be in holy
conduct and godliness while waiting for this unique day, on
which the fire of judgment dissolves and melts the ele-
ments of the heavens as well as the earth. The literal transla-
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tion of the passage implies waiting for and hastening the coming
of that day (not merely hastening fo it, but hastening #t). The
implication seems to be that the condition and general conduct
of the saints of Gobp is linked up with the speed with which that
day comes.

In the present earth righteousness has to suffer on account of
the many unrighteous elements in it, and the supreme example
of this is the way in which “He Whom the FATHER sanctified
and sent into the world” has had to suffer for righteousness’ sake.

This righteous ONE, Who is no less than the only begotten
SoN of Gop, has been raised from the dead by His own power,
as well as that of the FATHER and the HoLy SPIRrIT, and He will
reign in righteousness universally during the millennium, but
this righteous millennium reign will not obliterate unrighteous-
ness, a thing which only the fire of Gop’s judgment can do.

The earth and the heavens will have fled away, and there is
no place found for them, when the new heaven and the new earth
are constituted the dwelling-place of righteousness, when the
RiGHTEOUS ONE will have delivered up the kingdom to the
FATHER. that GOD may be all in all (1 Cor. xv. 24 - 28).

Surely the time when Gob is all in all is the “Day of Gop”
and does not the general trend of the teaching of the LORD JESUS
CHRIST imply this? The righteous King, in rejection by those
who ought to have been His loyal subjects, teaches His disciples
to pray: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven,” to pray for the FATHER’s kingdom, when GobD is
all in all.

The work has already been done for the certain accomplishment
of this by the ONE Who could say: “I have glorified Thee on
the earth, I have finished the work which Thou gavest me to
do,” and what seems to be the delay is due to the fact that Gop
is patient, not willing that any should perish, but rather that all
should come to repentance. How thankful we ought to be for
the patience and long-suffering mercy of Gobp. It is not His will
that any should perish but rather that all should come to re-
pentance. Any who perish will have only themselves to blame
for their folly. Gop’s Word says ‘“Whosoever will.”

G. S. PURNELL.



Sparkling Gems

Indeed, Lorp, as Thou sayest, ‘“the night cometh, when no
man can work,” . . . Ler me bestir myself for the time; ler me
lose none of my few hours; let me work hard awhile; because I
shall soon rest everlastingly.

* * * * *

I find that all worldly things require a long labour in getting
and afford a short pleasure in enjoying them. I will not care
much for what I have; nothing for what I have not.

* * * * *

How, happy, O LORD, is the man that hath Thee for his Gop!
He can want nothing that is good; he can be hurt by nothing
that is evil; his sins are pardoned; his good endeavours are
accepted; his crosses are sanctified; his prayers are heard; all
that he hath are blessings; all that he suffers are advantages;
his life is holy; his death comfortable; his estate after death
glorious.

* * * * *
Pride is the most dangerous of all sins . . . one drachm of it
poisons many measures of grace,
* ¥* * * *

It is a hard thing to speak well; but it is harder to be well
silent . . . I will not care how little, but how well.

* * * * *

If that servant were condemned for evil that gave GobD no
more than His own, which he had received, what shall become
of them that rob Gob of His own?

* * * * *

I have never loved those Salamanders that are never well but
when they are in the fire of contention. I will rather suffer a
thousand wrongs than offer one; I will suffer a hundred, rather
than return one: I will suffer many ere I will complain of ane
and endeavour to right it by contending. I have ever found, that
1o strive with my superior is furious; with my equal, doubtful;
with my inferior, sordid and base; with any, full of unquietness.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges

By THe EpITOR

THIS series may well conclude with some further reflec-
tions upon the revival under Gideon. The whole period
from Othniel to Samson has been a series of backslidings, or,
as already remarked, one of relapses and revivals. The des-
cription of this, “they did evil in the sight of the Lord,” and
“they were greatly impoverished" gives the two sides of the
story.

A later prophet was to write, “Thine own wickedness shall
correct thee and thy backsliding reprove thee: know there-
fore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast
forsaken the LorD thy Gob, and that My fear is not in thee,
saith the Lorp of Hosts.” (Jer. ii. 19). To which the Book of
Proverbs adds, “The backslider in heart shall be filled with
his own ways,” a most unsatisfying meal to digest, as all back-
sliders discover sconer or later.

In the story of Gideon (chapter vi.) when like a swarm of
locusts Midianites and Amalekites jointly invaded the land,
devouring all the fruit of the Israelites’ labour, a great
impoverishment naturally resulted, and in their distress they
cry out for relief. If this is to be afforded however, they must
be awakened to the cause of their lamentable condition. While
it was true of Gob that “His soul was grieved for the misery
of Israel,” it would not do to heal the wound lightly. So a
prophet of Gob is sent to the people with a general message
couched in terms calculated to stir the national conscience
and brings about a change of heart.

In Gop’s dealings “mercy and truth meet together”;
righteousness and peace are seen to be the ground of relief
whether to the penitent sinner, the contrite believer, or the
repentant nation. Hence the prophet came with a message
which, if hearkened to by the people, would have brought
about a state of things in which it would be just and right to
intervene on their behalf and grant the relief they craved.
“Thus saith the LorRD Gobp of Israel, T brought you up from
Egypt. and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;
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and [ delivered you out of the hand cf all that oppressed you,
and drove them out before you, and gave you their land. And
I said unto you, I am the LorD your Gob, fear not the gods
of the Amorites in whose land ye dwell. Bur ve have not
obeyed my voice.”

This general message addressed to all was apparently only
heeded by Gideon who is introduced to the reader when beat-
ing out a scanty harvest in secret, and sadly brooding over the
distressful state of things prevailing. Gideon is here shown to
be a humble minded man, deeply conscious of his own per-
sonal insignificance, yet withal greatly exercised by the
prophet’s message. Of such an one it is written, “To this
man will T look even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my word.” (Isa. lxvi. 2).

The general message being heeded is soon followed by a
special one personally addressed to him, “The LorD is with
thee thou mighty man of valour.” This startling greeting
causes the deep broodings of his exercised heart to find vent
in the exclamation, “Oh, my Lorp, if the LorD be with us
why then i3 all this befallen us? And where be all His
miracles which our fathers told us of. saying, Did not the
Lorp bring us up from Fgypt? But now the Lorp hath for-
saken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”

“That which preoccupied the mind of Gideon is now mani-
fested. It was not his own position but the relation between
JeHovAH and Israel. ‘If JEHOVAH,” said he. ‘be with us, why
then is all this befallen us? . ...’ Faith indeed was the source
of all these reasonings and exercises of mind. JEHOVAH had
wrought all these wonders. He had brought the peop'e up
from Egypt. If JEHovAB was with Israel. if such was His re-
lation to His people, why were they in this sorrowful condi-
tion? (Oh, how applicable would this reasoning be to the
assembly! JN.D)”

Then to him is given a special message which brings out a
response revealing his humility. He is being guided and taught
for “the meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will
He teach His way” (Ps. xxv. 9).

This special message given to Gideon, now in the con-
dition to receive it is twofold. assuring him of Gopn’s presence
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with him, and appointing him to high and successful service.
His little faith almost fails to grasp these promises, and he
begs for a sign to convince himself that he is not dreaming.
“Show me a sign that thou talkest with me,” is his request.
Gop has great patience with little faith, because it is faith,
and this is shown by the immediate response to Gideon’s
request. “I will tarry until thou come again.” We who as
Christians know and believe the love of Gop may well pause
here to reflect upon this in its bearing upon His dealings with
ourselves — we of little faith. Infinite love, wisdom, power
and patience are all combined in His merciful kindness con-
stantly being shown to us, slow as we are to recognise and
appreciate this. Here in the story the Divine Messenger waits
on the little, but real, faith as the present of Gideon is being
prepared and offered. Faith and obedience are here linked.
the Angel of JEHOVAH — our LorD Himself really (anticipa-
ting the Incarnation. His delights being ever with the sons of
men), accepts the present offered by the sign of fire con-
suming it. Gideon exclaims in great alarm: “Alas, O LorD
Gon! Because I have seen an angel of the Lorp face to face.”
“Peace be unto thee; fear not, thou shalt not die,” is the
assuring answer to his fears.

Now with strengthened faith Gideon builds an altar there
to the Gop of peace, and calls it “JEHOVAH-shalom, the LorD
send peace.” Further instructions follow for the obedience of
faith. Since faith without works is always dead, Gideon obeys,
and thus follows on to know the LorD.

However, being like many disciples of a later day, “of little
faith,” he, for fear of men, had not the courage to do it by day,
so did it by night, and so, little faith notwithstanding, the altar
of Baal is cast down, and that of JEHOvAH duly erected on the
top of the rock upon which the accepted sacrifice had been
offered.

The two-fold sign of the dew and the flezce, type of reviving
grace, again exhibits the patience of Gop in educating His
children and fitting them for the victory of faith and the over-
coming of the world. But let us beware of backsliding for
great impoverishment inevitably follows.
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What is a Sect?

HE word “seci” is employed in the English translation to

express the Greek word “haires’s.” The meaning of this
word is well known. It is used (except in the Acts of the
Apostles, where it is found six times) only once in the Epistle
to the Corinthians, once in the Epistle to the Galatians
(chap. v, 20), and once in that of Peter (2 Peter ii). In the first
epistle to the Corinthians alone it is translated by the word
heresy (1 Cor. xi, 19). It signifies a doctrine, or a system,
whether of philosophy or religion, which has its adherents
uniled as adopting this doctrine. Its meaning is a little modi-
fied now, because the professing church (at least the greater
part of it) has taken the name of Catholic, that is to say, uni-
versal. Then every religious body, every Christian gathering,
which does not belong to this community (so-called Catholic),
is by it called a sect; from this the word is become a word
of censure. All the Christian bodies are sometimes called
sects, in the sense of divisions, when they separate themselves
from the whole complement of Christians, or from those who
bear this name. However, the word sect implies in itself
always more or less of censure, from the idea that those who
compose it are re-united by a doctrine or a particular denomi-
nation. We cannot say that this way of looking at it js entirely
false; the application may be false, but not the idea itself.
But what is important is to discover that which, in fact, is an
assembly of Christians justly deserving this name: or. since
it is applied to assemblies or Christian corporations, it is
necessary to understand the true principle on which we ought
to assemble. That which is not based on this principle is
really a sect.

Although the Catholics (so-called) have made a bad use of
this truth, it is not less true that the unity of the Church is a
truth of the greatest importance for Christians, whether the
unity of all individually manifested in the world (John xvii).
or that of the bodv of CHRIST. formed bv the HoLy GHoST
come down here (Acts it; 1 Cor. xii, 13). So in John xvii the
LorD asks the FATHER. with regard to those who shal'l believe
through the word of the apostles, “that they all may be cne
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in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”
(John xvii, 21). We see there the practical unity of Christians
in the communion of the FATHER and the SoN. The apostles
should be one in thought, word, and deed, by the operation of
one SPIRIT, as the FATHER and the SonN in the unity of
the divine nature (ver. 11). Then those who should believe
by their word ought to be one in the communion of the
FATHER and the Son (ver. 21). We shall be perfect in the unity
of the glory (ver. 22); but we ought to be one now, in order
that the world may believe (ver. 21). Further, the HorLy
GHosT came down frocm heaven on the day of Pentecost
(Acts ii), baptised all believers of that time into one body,
united to CHRIST as a body to the head, and manifested here
below on the earth in this unity (1 Cor. xii. 13). We see clearly
that it is on the earth, where 1t says, in the twelfth chapter of
the first epistle to the Corinthians, “If one member suffer, all
the members suffer; and if one member be honoured, all the
members rejoice with it.” We do not suffer in heaven. But
then it is added, “Now ye are the body of CHrisT, and mem-
bers in particular.”

The whole chapter shows the same truth; but these verses
suffice to demonstrate that it treats of the Church on earth.
See here, then, the true unity formed by the HoLy GHOST:
first, the unity of brethren between themselves; and, secondly,
the unity of the body.

The spirit of a sect exists when we see disciples unite cut-
side this unity, and when it is around an opinion that those
who profess 1t are gathered, in order that they be united by
means of this opinion. The unity is not founded on the prin-
ciple of the unity of the body, nor of the union of
brethren. When such persons are united in a cor-
poration, and mutually recognise each other as members
of this corporation, then they constitute formally a sect, be-
cause the principle of the gathering is not the unity of the
body; and the members are united, not as members of the
body of CHrIsT, when they are even such, but as members of
a particular corporation. All Christians are members of the
body of CHRIST — an eye, a hand, a foot, etc. (I Cor. xii, 13-
2%5). The idea of being 2 member of & church is not found in
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the word. The HoLy GHosT compares the Church on the earth
to a body, of which CHrisT is the HeaDp (Eph. i, 22, 23;
Col. 1, 18); then each Christian is a member of this body, se
of CHRrIST. But to be a member of a particular corporation
is quite another idea. Now, the Supper of the LorD being the
expression of this union of the members (as says 1 Cor. x, 17),
when a corporation of Christ'ans recognises its right to receive
its members to it, there is a unity formally opposed to the
unity of the body of CarisT. It is possible that this may be
ignorance, or that these Christians have never apprehended
what is the unity of the body, and that it is the will of Gop
that this unity be manifested on the earth; but, in fact,
they form a sect, a denial of the unity of the body of CHRIST.
Several of those who are members of the body of CHRIST are
not members of this corporation; and the Supper, although
the members partake piously of it, is not the expression of the
unity of the body of CHRIST.

But now a dfficulty is presented: the children of Gop are
dispersed; many pious brethren are attached to this opinion,
to that corporation, and mixed up for advantage sake, even
in religious things, with the world. There are, alas! many
who have no idea of the unity of the body of CHrisT, or who
deny the dutv of manifesting this unity on earth. But all that
does not annihilate the truth of Gop. Those who unite them-
selves, as I have already said, are but a sect in principle. If
I recognise all Christians as members of the body of CHRIST,
if I love them, and receive them, from an enlarged heart, even
to the Supper, supposing they are walking in holiness and
truth, calling upon the name of the LORD out of a pure heart
(2 Timothy ii, 19-22; Rev. iii, 7), then I am not walking in
the spirit of a sect, even although I cannot gather together all
the children of Gob, because I walk according to the principle
of this unity of the body of CHRIST, and seek a practical union
amongst the brethren. If I join with other brethren to take the
LorD’s Supper only as a member of the body of CHRIST. not
as a member of a church, whichever it may be, but verily in
the unity of the body, ready to receive all Christians who are
walking in holiness and truth, T am not the member of a
sect; T am a member of nothing else but the body of CHRisT.
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But to gather together upon another principle, in whatever
manner it may be, to make a religious corporation, is to make
a sect. The principle is very simple. The practical difficulties
are sometimes great by reason of the state of the Church of
Gop; but CHRIST is sufficient for all; and if we are conient
to be little in the eyes of men, the thing is not very difficult,
A sect, then, is a religious corporation united upon another
principle than that of the body of CHrIST. It is formally such
when those who compose this particular corporation are re-
garded as being members of it. It is to walk in the sgirit of a
sect when those alone are recognised in a practical manner,
without giving themselves out as properly members of a cor-
poration. We do not speak of the discipline which is exercised
in the bosom of the unity of the body of CHRIST, but of the
principle upon which we are gathered together. The word
does not recognise any such thing as to be member of a
church; it speaks always of the members of the body of
CHRriIsT. But these are bound to manifest unity in walking to-
gether. We can cite Matthew xviii, 20, as a precious en-
couragement in these times of dispersion. in these sad times
of the last days, where the LorRD promises His presence to
two or three gathered together in His Name. He gives us
2 Timothy ii, 22, to direct us in the path of His will, in the

midst of the confusion which reigns around us.
J. N. Darpy.

—— O

The Brothers

PAUL the Aged was led by the HoLy SpIRIT to put upon
record much instruction for the BROTHERS.

Remembering the respect for age inculcated under the
law: “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour
the face of the old man, and fear thy Gop” (Lev. xix 32), we
give them the place of honour by considering first what is
written specially concerning them. For wisdom, experience.
standing, and influence the elder brethren, the aged men surely
should normally take all precedence of those younger in years.

Hence the Apostle instructs Timothy that in his contact
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with such, deference is to be paid to them. “Rebuke not an
clder, but intreat him as a father,” he says, or as a more
literal version renders it: “Reprimand not an elder, but
exhort him as a father.”

Doubtless some of the elderly brothers at Ephesus caused
the young apostolic delegate many very anxious moments, and
needed exhorting to do their duty; and of being intreated to
remember how the younger ones in the assembly were at times
perplexed, if not actually stumbled, by their conduct. They
were old enough to know better, and should recollect what
effect their example might have on others. But Timothy is
enjoined not to speak harshly to an older man, an injunction
which some younger brothers have probably never noticed.
These elder men were not official elders; had this been so the
word would apply even more strongly. They were simply
elderly brothers whose age gave them warrant to be treated
with respect, regard, and consideration. They may have
needed reproof, but because they were brothers, and aged ones
at that, were entitled to all Christian courtesy from those
younger in years.

Writing to his delegate in Crete the Apostle, in the things
which befit healthful, or sound, Christian teaching, says:
“That aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in
charity, in patience.” The lack of any of these virtues in an
elderly brother is felt by all but himself to be deplorably incon-
sistent; but assuming now the active exercise of the first five
qualities enumerated by the Apostle, how would it strike our
elder brothers to read “Aged men be . . . sound in patience.”
Age is sometimes apt to feel impatient; and, has it never been
known even to develop in the brothers into irascibility and
irritability? “Aged men sound in patience”! What a triumph
of grace in some cases this would manifest. Yet our Apostle
could pray for the Colossians saints that they “might be
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power,
unto all patience.”

Upon this charge to Titus regarding the aged men being
healthful, sound in patience. WiLLIAM KELLY has a real gem
of exposition which all but the aged men, and some of them
doubtless, read with spiritual relish. Here it is: —
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“There is another final want of which the Apostle speaks:
that the aged men be healthful —in their patience (or
endurance), as well as in faith and love. Evil abounds; but
evil, where one abides in faith and love, will not seldom give
the opportunity of being above it. It may cause suffering;
but in this there is fellowship with the MASTER; and patience
well becomes the aged saint. It was a primary sign even for
an apostle; as few things seem more sad where it is lacking,
particularly among elder men” (Expos. Titus, pp. 57, 58).

Old RIcHARD BaXTER has some sound advice for the older
brothers: “Another fatal hindrance to a heavenly walk and
conversation is our too frequent disputes about lesser truths.
A disputatious spirit is a sure sign of an unsanctified spirit.
They are usually men least acquainted with the heavenly life
who are the most violent disputers about the circumstantials
of rcligion. Yea, though you were sure that your opinions
were true, vet when the chiefest of your zeal is turned to these
things, the life of grace soon decays within. Let every surz
truth even, have but its true proportion, and I am confident
that the hundredth part of our time and contention would
not be spent as it is spent.” So far MASTER RICHARD BAXTER.
and is he not right?

“I am not free to come to wrangle on ecclesiastical irregu-
larities. We have argued against these things for many years
and are as far from the desired goal as ever. Only the LorD
can break us down and lead us to see where we are wrong.
Humbly confessing our failure before Him, and that together.
will work for us the desired change.” So wrote a sober, grave,
discreet, right-minded elder brother. an example of “that
moderation in spirit and conduct which bespeaks circumspect-
ness and sense of the presence of Gop,” to again quote
W. Kelly. And the writer of this paragraph above given is
very strict as to evil in doctrine, practice, and associations, but
happily free from that disputatious spirit which Richard
Baxter deplored.

THE YOUNGER BROTHER

To young Timothy, excellent model for all young brothers,
comes the personal charges, first to be strong (strengthened)
in the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS; then to “study to show
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thyself approved unto Gop, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”; and, finally
to “flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace with them that call upon the LorD out of a pure
heart.”

His youthful soul is directed at once to the source of all
spiritual strength and continuous strengthening — “the grace
that is in CHrisT JESus.” Then he is to present himself to
Gop, studying, giving diligence to be approved as a workman
that needed not to be ashamed. Conduct, character and con-
versation all befitting one in whose lips was the law of truth
because “the whole counsel of Gob was constantly the sub-
ject of his meditation.” Finally, he is to “flee youthful lusts
and follow after righteousness, faith, love and peace with
them that call on the LorD out of a pure heart.”

Youthful lusts here, are not the same as another Apostle
warns all the saints against. In 1 Peter ii. 11, the word is:
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.” These
are gluttony, drunkenness, impurity and sloth, to which all,
or any, may be tempted if the body is over-indulged and
pampered. But youthful lusts are anything but sensual, such
things as personal ambition, impetuosity, self-confidence,
undue levity, self-assertion and the like. These are what often
spoil the younger brothers, and retard their progress in divine
things, and their usefulness in real service to the Lorp. It is
a good thing to remember that no amount of talent, gift or
ability; no amount of loyalty to truth even; no amount
of humility, strange as it seems, can make up in the
younger brother for the wisdom, and the experience,
and the standing, and the influence of the older men who have
for many years been quietly following on to know the LoRrp.
A spirit of pride, haughtiness, arrogance and self-sufficiency,
may, like gluttony, drunkenness, impurity and sloth, enter
where there there is unwatchfulness and lack of constant
prayer. To be planted in the house of the Lorp, and flourish
in the court of our Gop, and to still bring forth fruit in old
age, is all of grace; yet, as the Apostle Peter exhorts:
“Brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election
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sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”

To what things is he referring? Hark back to verse S, in
this first chapter of his second Epistle, where he writes:
“Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” Faith, courage,
knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness, brotherly love
are all conditioned by divine love, and these to be not only
in you, but to increase so that they make you neither barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our LorD JESUS CHRIST.

The Lorp enable us “brothers,” whether elder or younger,
to labour that we may be always well pleasing to Him.

“Y our young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams.” But visions of the future must lead to dili-
gence in the present. It was by faith and patience the elders
obtained promises, and faith, patience and spiritual energy are
called for today if the visions of the ycung men are to be any-
thing except visionary. And visionary young men are apt to
be of little practical use.

“Your old men shall dream dreams.” What kind of dreams
does the text suggest? Not dreams of “the good old days”
which never were so good as some imagine, for “distance
lends enchan‘ment in time as well as space,” but dreams of
what may yet be accomplished if by Gop’s grace we wake up
to make them real. Oh! for a reviving amongst brothers
voung and old, that shall demonstrate that if the days are evil,
which undoubtedly they are, yet “the path of the just is as the
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day.” W.G.T.

Save

What do ye more than others?

T is the MasTER speaking. He is addressing His disciples.

The “others” here are those who do not accept His teaching
nor profess to follow Him_ people with whom His words have
no weight because they are not disciples.

But the “ye” to whom He puts the question are those who
do claim to follow Him, learn of Him, and seek to translate
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into practice the lessons learned. These, outwardly accepting
discipleship, profess the desire to serve Him here and now in
the world and expect to share His glory when “He shall come
to be glorified in His saints and to be admired in all them that
believe” (2 Thess. ii. 10). Hence the appositeness of the ques-
tion, “What do ye more than others?”

It is not a spirit of emulation He is seeking to awaken in
His disciples, nor one of that competition which would
inevitably gender spiritual pride, a most hateful thing in the
eyes of Gop, but rather the healthful activity in divine things
which self-judgment always fosters.

So by way of deepening this in His disciples the Lorp
throws into relief what even the more unlikely of those
“others” do. The general friendl ness of the majority of decent
living people who make no religious profession; the social-
ability and exhibition of natural good fecling often sur-
prisingly shown by strangers; and the recognition which all
decent folk show to their relatives; these “others” appear to
do quite as much as those professing to be disciples of CHRIST.
The old cynical tag, “We choose our friends, but we have to
take what relations are sent us.” does not cancel out the obli-
gation all right-minded people acknowledge to care for one’s
own folk, and the milk of human kindness is always sweet.
“For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye?
Do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your
brethren only what do ye more than others? Do not even the
publicans so?” In private life the harsh and eruff tax collector
mav be a kindly and genial soul, indeed quite often it is so.

As to the idea of reward, another has well remarked. “To
love because we shall gain something either in this world or
the next, is not love but long-sighted selfishness,” however the
reward offered here is a growing likeness to our FATHER in
heaven. This to a true disciple may well serve as a great in-
centive to effort and a real strengthening to our weakness.
The question, “What do ve more than others?” is intended
to stir deeper desires to “be perfect even as our FATHER is
perfect.” Not. of course. perfect in power and wisdom but
as in St. Luke’s account, “Even as your FATHER is merciful.”

QuarTUS.



Sparkling Gems

A servant of Gop asked one who had been converted
under a sermon he had preached “Tell me, friend, what part
of the sermon fixed itself on your soul?” “Not a word of it,
but the rext, that was the sword that pierced my heart and cut
both ways.” The preacher said, “this sentence humbled me,
but exalted the Word of Gop.”

* * * * *

One testifies: “[ shall never forget when I was a tiny child
seeing my mother evidently at her secret altar. She had no
idea that eyes were upon her, but the impression of the
entranced soul in worship has never left me.”

* * * * *

Many will say: “I have for many years set up my altar; I
could not live without prayer and yet I find it so difficult to
pray; directly I am on my knees my thoughts wander” ...
Satan takes much pains to stop the Christian from speaking to
Gop, if he can. I will tell you an admirable way to keep your
thoughts from wandering, have plenty to pray about.

* * * * *

Sometimes Gob's children are lax in prayer, then the
FATHER sends a great affliction to make them cry mightily to
Him; their thoughts do not wander then, they have something
really to ask for.

* * * % *

Make a point of praying over your Bible portion and then
you will be sure to have a blessing. Do this morning and
evening and in one year there will be 730 blessings! If you
begin at ten years old then and arrive at sixty you will have
received at least 36,500 distinct blessings! Oh. what cer-

tainties of blessing there are in the prayerful study of Gop’s
word.
* * * * *

Delay not till tomorrow what you may do today, death may
come, a good work may now be in your power: make haste

and do it lest the time be gone. Death, who never waits, may
step in between vou and your work.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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Humility
That in dl things He might have the preeminence. (Col. i. 18.)

DO not ask that crowds so throng the temple
That standing room be counted worth a price;
I only ask that as I voice the message,
They may see CHRIST.

I do not ask for pomp in church or pageant,
Or music such as wealth alone can buy;
I only pray that as I voice the message,
He may be nigh.

I do not ask that men may sound my praises,
Or flaming headlines spread my name abroad
I only pray that as I voice the message,
Hearts may find GOD.
ANON.
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11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1.
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Thoughts on the Book of Judges
By THE EDITOR

E left Gideon with an altar erected to the GoD of peace,

and may now follow him as with strengthened faith he is
shown to be prepared for conflict with the Midianite oppressors
of Isracl. Chapter vii of the Book of Judges opens with what
must have appeared a surprising intimation that the assembled
army was too big for winning the desired victory. For in the
service of GoD there is always the lurking danger of being temp-
ted to imagine that the arm of the flesh, if not absolutely essen-
tial, is at any rate a valuable ally. So hard is it to believe that in
spiritual things the flesh profiteth nothing. Here therefore
Gideon has to learn a lesson not by failure, as so often in our
case, but by obedience to what must have seemed puzzling to
him since the enemy were then swarming like locusts over the
land. “And the LorDp said unto Gideon, The people that are
with thee are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their
hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine
own hand hath saved me.” How well the Lorp knows His people,
and the proneness of their hearts to forget Gop their SAVIOUR,
and take credit to themselves. It is therefore an abiding principle
in Scripture that “Salvation is of the LorD.” In the turbulent
times of the Judges; in the unique experience of the prophet
Jonah; at the jubilations on the re-building of the temple by
Zerubbabel the same note is sounded, “Salvation is of the Lorp;
not by might, nor by power, but by My SPIRIT, saith the LoRD
of hosts.” The Apostle Paul, too, in his epistle reminds the high
minded Corinthian believers, boasting of spiritual gifts and elo-
quent teachers, “Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lorp” (1
Cor. i. 31).

The lesson to be learned immediately preceding victory is the
danger of leaning on the arm of the flesh as numbers easily be-
come 2 snare to such as rely upon them. The language of King
Hezekiah centuries later when the Assyrian King with over-
whelming forces and supreme stategy besieged Jerusalem was
“With him is an arm of flesh: but with us is the LORD our Gop
to help us and to fight our battles.” (2 Chron. xxxii. 8.)

Gideon now marshals his army which numbers thirty two
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thousand, but is soon to be reduced to the inconsiderable number
of three hundred, a mere nothing in comparison with that of the
enemy.

The methed by which this reduction took place is both in-
teresting and very instructive to note. ‘“Whosoever is fearful and
afraid let him return and depart early” was the welcome order
to twenty-two thousand, and home they quickly went. They had
had enough of soldiering before the battle started, and were glad
to be dismissed the service, as they all lacked courage. A simple
test then revealed lack of sufficient caution in many others shown
by taking unnecessary time over necessary things. This lack of
alertness might easily lead in a battle to both surprise and defeat
—so these were sent home. They showed themselves to be men
who were not prepared to endure hardness as good soldiers. The
dwindled remnant, however, believed in Gop and their captain,
their battle slogan being, ‘“The sword of the LOoRD and of
Gideon.” These showed themselves to be the kind of men whom
GoOD could use to secure victory.

These defections must however have tried Gideon’s faith, Gop
immediately encouraging him with the assurance, “By the three
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midia-
nites into thine hand. Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I
have delivered it into thine hand.”

« Gob also bids him take Phurah, his body servant, for two are
better than one, and make a last reconnaissance of the enemy’s
position before the commencement of the night operation. To-
gether they cautiously take their way, and are soon arrested by
the sound of a curious conversation between two of the sentinels.
They have just come on duty and one is telling an unusual dream
he has had. The other, from some sort of uneasy intuition,
gloomily forbodes the complete defeat of Midian by Israel. He
evidently knows quite a bit about Gideon who is greatly en-
heartened by what he has thus heard. He at once lifts his heart
in worship, and with faith reinforced, issues to his army the
message received earlier that evening by himself from Gob.
“Arise; for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the hosts of
Midian.” GoD’s promise taken hold of by Gideon’s faith leads
him to speak of the coming victory as an already accomplished
fact. This is the hall-mark of true faith, since the word He hath
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spoken cannot be broken, and says our LoRrDp, “Believe that ye
have received.”

Next comes the mention of the trumpets, empty pitchers and
lamps with which this story, once it has been heard, is ever con-
nected. The three hundred equipped with these now take up the
positions assigned them by their leader, and it would be surpris-
ing if a significance were not discerned in these as being typical
of the divine equipment of all who are willing to endure hardness
as good soldiers of JESus CHRIST as the Apostle Paul exhorted
Timothy in his day, and ourselves in our own times, to become.

The trumpet of testimony must give no uncertain sound, “for
if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself
10 the battle?” (1 Cor. xii. 8). We have the treasure of the know-
ledge of the glory, that is the character, of GoD fully revealed in
the person of the LorD JESUS CHRIST; “but we have this trea-
sure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be
of Gob and not of us.” (2 Cor. iv. 7).

As with Gideon’s three hundred tried and faithful followers
the vessels were empty save for the light within, so with our
Lorp’s faithful followers it is empty and broken earthen vessels
which provide the means for the outshining of the light. “Always
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lorp Jesus that the
life also of JEsus might be made manifest in our body” (2 Cor.
iv. 10).

With things at their weakest, themselves but a tiny remnant
in comparison with the host of Midianites, and at their darkest
hour, the beginning of the middle watch, virtually at midnight,
then Gop gave the victory.

Equipped with trumpet, empty pitcher save for the light with-
in now they are ready for the fray. With blast of trumpets, crash-
ing of pitchers and sudden blaze of light on three sides the startled
Midianites blindly begin to attack each other adding thereby to
the general confusion. They have lost the battle before it has pro-
perly begun, and the great army rapidly degenerates into a panic
stricken mob. On every side in the darkness rings out the cry,
“the sword of the LorD and of Gideon,” until the rout is
complete.

It is well to note that the presence of Gop in the midst of the
strife and tumult was announced by the trumpets, pitchers and
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lamps. All else was circumstantial, this was evidential; and vic-
tory was thus assured to Israel. So the victory was won, so the
victory in the fight of faith is always won, for GOD unseen but
present shows Himself strong on behalf of all who trust in Him.

The lessons are, first the snare of numbers leading to con-
fidence in the arm of flesh; the kind of men GOD uses are those
in whom courage and caution or alertness are combined; the
trumpet of testimony, the broken but earthen vessel and the out-
shining of the light of the knowledge of the glory of GoOD in the
face of JESUs CHRIST; and finally first and last and persisting
throughout that “Salvation is of the LorD; not by might nor by
power but by My SPIrIT saith the Lord of Hosts.”

“Lead on, Almighty Lorp,
Lead on to victory:

Encouraged by Thy blessed word
With joy we follow Thee.”

m———— O

Unfulfilled Prophecy

THE Apostle Peter is inspired to tell us that “Holy men of
old spake as they were moved by the HoLy GHOST” (2 Peter
i. 21), and Jude writes in his short but very significant epistle
that “Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of those who
“corrupt themselves in what they know naturally as brute beasts”
referred to as “clouds without water, carried about of winds,
trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up
by the roots, raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own
shame, wandering stars to whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness for ever”, saying, “Behold the LORD cometh with ten
thousands of His saints to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly
deeds which they have ungodly committed and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him” (verses
14, 15).

This unfulfilled prophecy implies that the first resurrection,
which is divinely selective, or from among the dead, has already
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taken place when it becomes a fact. Those upon whom the judg-
ment falls are described as murmurers, complainers, walking after
their own lusts, and their mouths speaking great swelling words,
having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage (verse
16). Then the inspired writer reminds his readers of words
spoken before by the apostles of our LorD JEsus CHRIST that
there should be mockers in the last time who should walk after
their own ungodly lusts. These mockers separate themselves and
are led by the flesh and have not the SpiriT. This implies a re-
ligion of the flesh that presumes to be divine, but is wholly anti-
christian.

The “last time” referred to in verse 18 cannot be accomplished
in full as long as the HoLy SPIRIT, Who came down at Pentecost
is here. When He is taken out of the way (2 Thes. ii. 7), the un-
godliness refered to by Jude reaches its ¢limax in the judgment
of those “who believe not the truth but have pleasure in unright-
eousness. (2 Thes. ii, 12.)

Ir Daniel ix. 26 “the people of the prince that shall come” is
mentioned, and to simple faith this people is the revived Roman
empire of the “last rime” and its ungodly ruler. Reader, beware
of the false interpretation that is put on this verse by those who
make out that the last of the 70 weeks of Daniel’s prophecy has
already been fulfilled. This false prince is referred to as “the
beast” and his image is set up in the revived temple of GOD in
Jerusalem as an object for worship. This is the abomination that
brings desolation, an idol in the temple of GOD, and the beast
and the false prophet are cast alive into the lake of fire (Rev.
xix. 20) and they are mentioned as being there when the devil
himself is cast in later. (Rev. xx. 10.)

The image that Daniel presents for our instruction, represent-
ing the course of this world in Gentile hands, and finishing up
with ten toes which are explained to represent 10 kingdoms.
These ten kingdoms give their power to the beast, who is the em-
bodiment of the natural man, acting in selfwill without Gob.
The image is there complete when the “Stone cut out of the
mountain without hands” falls on its feet which have distinctly
ten toes. There has never yet been a combination of ten kingdoms
voluntarily giving their power to one godless man, and there has
never been the commercial aspect of restriction when no man is
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allowed either to buy or sell without the mark of the beast in
his forehead or right hand. Surely the increasing degree of re-
striction is leading on to this, but He Who lets will let until He
is taken out of the way (2 Thes. ii. 7). If the present aspect of
things is so terribly complicated, perplexing and terrifying, what
will it be like when the present restraint of Gob’s HOLY SPIRIT
is gone, and the devil’s power is confined to the earth before the
final catastrophe? Christian reader, do you realise that you will
not be here when this takes place? The coming of the 1ORD,
and the resurrection from among the dead draw near and nearer.
Even so, come LoRD JEsus (Rev. xxii. 21).

G. S. PURNELL.

DA

(@

Children of the Resurrection

€ "T"HE Children of this world marry and are given in
marriage: but they which shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from
the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:
neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto
the angels; and are the children of GOD, being the

children of the resurrection.”
(St. Luke xx. 34 -36.)

HUMAN hearts ever crave for light on the life beyond the grave,
and this our LoRD gives when speaking of the children of the
resurrection. It was on a day when His enemies, sinking for a
moment their mutual animosities, sought to entrap Him in His
speech and thus find occasion for His immediate arrest by the
authorities. “They watched Him, and sent forth spies, which
should feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of
His words, that so they might deliver Him unto the power and
authority of the governor.” Pharisees and Herodians were both
so answered that “they marvelled at His answer and held their
peace.” The Sadducees then came forward with a purely hypo-
thetical query as to the resurrection and the conditions obtain-
ing in an after life in which, by the way, they did not believe.

Our Lorp’s reply to this attempt of the Sadduceean triflers to
entrap Him before the listening attentive crowd, is a clear
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authoritative word on the life of the world to come. As the Sad-
duceean questioner based his query on the marriage state in re-
lation to the next life, our LORD commences by saying that “they
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain (or attain to) that
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage.”

Here is an arresting phrase, “they which shall be accounted
worthy.” By whom are they accounted worthy, and on what
grounds?

Obviously accounted worthy by Gop, but still the important
question persists on what ground can any of the sinful human
race, be accounted worthy by Him since worthiness pre-supposes
merit, desert, and suchlike qualities.

Here it is helpful to reflect that our LORD also describes those
accounted worthy to attain that life of blessedness beyond the
grave as children (literally, sons) of Gop, and as the children
(lit. sons) of the resurrection, Children is relationship by birth,
while sons or sonship in Scripture denotes rather the position
of children as grown and taking interest in the concerns of the
parent. How one becomes a child of Gob is clear, distinct and
unequivocal as seen in the words, “Of His own will begat He us
with the word of truth” (James i. 18); “being born again . . .
by the word of GoD, which liveth and abideth for ever . . . the
word which by the gospel is preached unto you” (I Peter i.
23 - 25). What has this to do with being accounted worthy?

There is a divine principle, “Them that honour Me, I will
honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed”
(1 Sam. ii. 30). Now, Gob having broken into human history by
the Cross and Resurrection of CHRIST has once and for ever
shattered the tyranny and power of darkness, bringing life and
incorruptibility to light through the gospel (2 Tim. i. 10). All
this, says the Apostle, is by the appearing in this scene of our
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST; and the account of His reception given
in the gospel of St. John illustrates both how one becomes a
child of Gop, and also how one honours Him Who sent the SON
to be the SAVIOUR of the world. “He came unto His own (things),
and His own (people) received Him not. But as many as received
Him, to them gave He the power (right) to become the sons
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(children, Gk.) of GoD, even to them that believe on His
Name: which were born . . . of Gop” (St. John i. 11-13).

Here is clearly shown both how one becomes a child of Gob,
and how one thereby honours Gop in believing His Word of
truth and accepting His SoN, Whom the world refused, and
alas, as a whole, still refuses. Now the ancient but abiding prin-
ciple comes into action, as He accounts them worthy of the life
to come with all its eternal blessedness, who honour that SoN
Whom it is the will of the FATHER that all men should honour.
All idea of personal merit, desert or worthiness on the part of
the believer is ruled out, the fact remains that those accounted
worthy by Gob are all those who have accepted as SAVIOUR
and LorD the SoN of His love Whom the world crucified and
cast out.

Those accounted worthy to attain the life of blessedness in
the world to come are therefore called by our LORD sons of Gop,
being sons of the resurrection, which is a title of the victory of
Gop achieved by the Cross and Resurrection. Further light is
thrown upon their condition then by the word: “they are equal
to the angels,” which does not at all imply that they are angels,
but a resemblance is found in the condition of those glorious
beings of heaven, its natural derizens. “They neither marry nor
are given in marriage; neither can they die any more.” In the
life to come there are no gaps caused by death as here, nor addi-
tions by generation, each of the redeemed being like the holy
unfallen hosts, individual beings created by Gobp. And so those
counted by GobD worthy to attain to the blessedness there can
not die. “CHRIST the LORD of resurrection being raised from
the dead dieth no more,” and they that are CHRIST’s at His
coming will bear the image of the heavenly, and reign in life by
Jesus CHrist (Rom. v. 17), for each has been created by Gob,
a new creation in CHRIST JESUS.

True, the angels are also called sons of Gob, but not sons of
the resurrection; their position and high order of intelligence
being fitted to do Gobp’s will in providence, and to act in wind
or flame, as many Scriptures show. They are represented as
shouting for joy at the Creation and while being greater in
power and might than mankind, yet are intensely interested in
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our Redemption “which things the angels desire to look into”
(1 Pet. i. 12).

The children of resurrection though being equal to the angels
as to condition enjoy a position greatly superior on account of
their close union with Him Who is Lord of men and angels.
Hence while angels serve they never reign; but the sons of Gop
who are also sons of resurrection, not only reign in life by
CHRIST JESUS but are associated with Him in His kingdom,
For a little while He was made lower than the angels that by the
grace of Gop, through the suffering of death, He should bring
many sons unto glory. This being accomplished : —

“Angels with saints combine
Ascribing to the LAMB once slain
Honour and power divine.”

One other word of our LoRD in connection with some being
accounted worthy to attain the blessedness of that life beyond
may be touched upon briefly, “and the resurrection from the
dead.” What does this mean “from the dead”? Surely, out from
the dead.

The final prayer in the Office for the Burial of the dead, valued
and used by millions in English speaking Christendom contains
these words, “that at the general resurrection in the last day we
may be found acceptable in Thy sight.”

Now in this same Book, Article VI speaking of Holy Scripture
says “whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby,
is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as
an article of the Faith.”

Where then in Holy Scripture is there to be found any refer-
ence to a general resurrection at the last day? On the contrary
our LORD here speaks of a resurrection from the dead; St. Paul
also in (Phil. iii. 11) speaks of resurrection from the dead (R.V.,
Gk.), and in the Revelation we read, “they lived and reigned
with CHRIST a thousand years but the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first re-
surrection” (Rev. xx. 4-6). Two resurrections here, not one
general, and further blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection.”

It is true our LORD also said, ““The hour is coming in which
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all that are in the graves shall hear His Voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation”
(St. John v. 28, 29). How long is that hour in which this trans-
pires? Not one of sixty minutes reckoned by earth time, yet
much could take place in that time. For the rapture of the
saints is (1 Cor. xv. 52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
teaching that here it is instantaneous; but the “hour” in John v.
must be considered in the sense of the same writer’s expression (1
John ii. 18) “the last hour,” which has already run over the
lengthened period of nearly two thousand years. Hence the
apparent difficulty as to the “hour” disappears.

In conclusion the sons of the resurrection gladly receive and
repeat those words of the same Apostle, “Beloved, now are we
the sons of GoD, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that wher He shall appear, we shall be like Him:
for we shall see Him as He is. And every one that hath this hope
in Him purifies himself even as He is pure.” W.G.T.

—— A

The Sisters
By QuarTus

UARTUS as his name suggests (cf. Rom. xvi. 23) is a bro-
ther, but one not unappreciative of the value of the prayers,
patience and labours of the Sisters.

It is a commonplace to speak of the “brethren,” and, of course,
in the fullest sense the “brethren” as a term descriptive of the
children of GoOD includes the “sisters.” “There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in CHRIST JESUS.” (Gal. iii. 28.)

Yet the “Sisters” in spite of their more subordinate position
in the church, often equal and frequently excel the “brothers”
in devotion, devotedness and zeal for the things of the LoRD.
This never seems to get the recognition it deserves, being taken
for granted by brothers in general as was remarked to the writer
a short while ago when the subject was referred to: “Ah, you



131

see women are naturally more religiously inclined, more spiritu-
ally minded than men.”

Whether they are naturally so or not is beside the point, the
fact being that Christian women compare very favourably with
their brethren in this respect.

In the New Testament this is clearly marked both in the
Gospels and in the Epistles. In the gospel by St. Luke what illu-
minating references are made to women disciples of our Lorp
in the days of His flesh.

In chapter viii. 2, we are introduced to “certain women which
had been healed” by Him. In verse 3, to women which ministered
unto Him of their substance; in chapter xxiii. 49, 55, “women
that followed him”; that moumed Him at the Cross; that were
messengers of His resurrection, chapter xxiv. 10.

All the Evangelists refer to the loving loyalty and devotion
to our LORD on the part of these women disciples. Comparing
St. Matthew xxvii. 56; xxviii.; St. Mark xv. 40; St. John xx.
we note the mention by name of some of these Mary Magdalene,
Mary, mother of James and Joses, Salome, Joanna, Susannah,
and many others, to say nothing of the blessed Mother of the
Lorp whom all generations shall call blessed, and Mary of
Bethany also.

What a picture of devotion and devotedness these holy women
present, all remembered by their discipleship to Him Who is
Lorp and Master of us all. Each in her measure and degree of
opportunity brought love’s offering of a humble, lowly, loving
service. They differed in character, circumstances and tempera-
ment. Joanna the wife of Herod’s steward and Martha of Bethany
were doubtless as unlike as Mary Magdalene and the wife of
Zebedee, but loving loyalty to the One Whom they had followed
gave a unity of expression, and remains an inspiration for our
Sisters today. “Thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love
of women” sang David, eulogising his departed friend Jonathan,
but the love of “the women which followed Him” was women’s
love in the highest. Well might a Victorian poet say of Mary
Magdalene when comparing her with the Apostolic band: —
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“Not she with traitorous kiss her Master stung,
Not ske denied Him with unfaithful tongue,
She, when Apostles fled, could dangers brave,
Last at His Cross, and earliest at His grave.”

Space prevents more than a passing reference to a “Sister” in
Acts ix. 37, but this stands out clearly for the encouragement and
imitation of our “Sisters” that she was “a disciple,” “full of
good works,” and “alms deeds,” whose untimely decease caused
a deep sense of loss, so beneficent had her life been. When she
is restored to life it becomes an occasion of great blessing, so
widely spread had been her Christian influence.

The Apostle Paul was one who valued the “Sisters” in their
place and work above many, probably all. In that wonderful
chapter full of Christian love, kindest regards, and loving re-
membrances (Rom. xvi.) “Phoebe our sister” has first mention,
she is a servant of the Church at Cenchrea; Priscilla a matron;
Mary of whom we know nothing but her name, yet regarded by
the Apostle as a real labourer for the Lorp; Tryphena and Try-
phosa, “both almost certainly” says Dr. Moule “female slaves”;
Persis a “beloved woman” who toiled hard in the LORD; the
mother of Rufus indicated, but unnamed; Julia, and the sister
of brother Nereus. If to these we add Lydia, the first European
convert of the Apostle, and Euodia and Syntyche of the same
Philippian assembly, we can form some idea of the devotion to
CHRIST and devotedness to His service and His servants of the
“Sisters” in those days of long ago.

(To be continued D.V.)

—P A

The spiritual discovery of the condidon in which we are, and
the casting ourselves on the resources of Gob as those who have
failed, is perfectly humbling and sorrowful, but then, “the joy of
the Lorp will be our strength.” The first duty now is to humble
ourselves. Patience is often a great remedy, because there is a
Gop Who acts, and cares, where we must let Gop alone do all.

J.N.D.



Daleth
(Psalm cxix. 25 -32)

MY soul (for dust I am), unto dust cleaves,
And unto dust must I return, as dead,
According to Thy Word which I have read.
O quicken me as one who now believes
Thy Revelation, and Thy Truth receives!
I have declared my way, and Thou hast heard:
Teach me Thy Statutes now by that same Word,
And make me understand what soul distress relieves.

Of Thy blest Precepts make me know the way:
Upon Thy wonders I will meditate:
My soul for sorrow drops, for Thee I wait.
Raise Thou me up according to the way
Of Thy true Word which I would fain obey.
The way of falsehood now remove from me,
And Thy Law, longed-for, grant me graciously.
The way of faithfulness I chosen have, I say!

Thy Judgments have 1 set before my face:
I have unto Thy Testimonies cleaved;
JEHOVAH, put me not to shame, relieved,

The way of Thy Commandments I apace

Will run when Thou in Thy blest sovereign grace
My heart wilt (as Thou only canst) increase.
Thus only can I have enduring peace:

Thus only can I meet Thee in the ordered place!

Thus, Quickened, Taught and Made to Understand,
Raised up from sorrow’s depths, and far removed
From what is false, and by Thee fully proved,
The Way of Faithfulness now Chosen, and
Thy Judgments Held, thus by Thy guiding hand
Unto Thy Testimonies Cleaving, I will run
The Way that Thou to show me hast begun,
With heart by Thee enlarged to do what Thou hast planned!

G. S. PURNELL.



Sparkling Gems

VWhat I cannot avoid I will learn to bear.

* * * * *

There is no man so happy as the Christian, when he looks up
to heaven he thinks, “That is my home; the Gop that made it
and owns it is my FATHER; the angels, more glorious in nature
than myself, are my attendants.”

* * * * *

The godly sow in tears and reap in joy. The seedtime is com-
monly waterish and lowering. I will be content with a wet spring,
so I may be sure of a clear and joyful harvest.

* * * * *

It is a true word, O Lorp, that Thy Seer said of Thee long
ago: “The Lorp seeth not as man seeth” (I Sam. xvi. 7). Man
sees the face; Thou seest the heart; man sees things as they
seem; Thou seest them as they are; many things are hid from
the eyes of men; all things lie open and displayed before Thee.
What a madness then were it in me to come disguised into Thy
presence; and to seek to hide my counsels from Thine all-seeing
eyes!

* * *® * *

Hath not Gob given you His angels for your attendants; Him-
self for your Protector; His Son out of His bosom for your Re-
deemer; His SpiriT for your Comforter; His Heaven for your
inheritance? If gifts can attract love, O my Gob, who can have
any interest in my heart but Thy blessed self, that hast been so
infinitely munificent to my soul?

* * * * *
All our way is known to the Lorp. Every tumn in the way is
noticed by Him. Yesterday’s difficulty was under His eye. Today’s

trial He knows. Tomorow’s care is seen by Him. He says to us
“Let not your heart be troubled.”

(Selected by C. A. Hammond)
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The Right Way
He led them forth by the right way.—Ps. 107, 7.

E led them by “the right way,”
With His own skilful hand;
All through the toilsome desert,
Safe to the promised land.
With angels’ food God fed them,
And from the flinty rock
With water He supplied them
As shepherd keeps his flock.
His tender care was o’er them
Along the desert way,
And boundless was the mercy
Renewed to them each day.

* * *

And still in love He leadeth
“His own > by the right way;
On through the trackless desert,
To heaven’s bright, cloudless day. .
- With bread from heaven He feedeth,
And mid the drought and heat
His hand of love supplies us
With living water sweet.
Soon in His house we'll praise Him,
Safe, in that glory-land,
We’ll praise Him who hath led us
By His own skilful hand.
E. E. NICHOLS.

Mpdz and Prinled-in Great Britain and Published by C. A. Hammond
; 11, Little Britain, London, E.C.1. y
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The Builders — Then and Now

(Notes of an address at the opening of Victoria Hall, Cowes,
on Saturday, October 2nd.)

By THE EbpITOR

“We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we
build the house that was builded these many years ago, which
a great King of Israel builded and set up.” (Ezra v. 11.)

HESE words forming part of an ancient Persian official

document of some 2,500 years ago have been preserved and
recorded in Holy Scripture for the encouragement of servants
of GoD in other circumstances and later days. While circum-
stances may change, principles remain valid for all time. The
principles governing the actions of the builders in the time of
Ezra are the same as those that have led to the building of this
new hall in our own times.

Very briefly these then, and now, are: —

1. Continuity of the testimony to the Name of the LORD in the
place where they were engaged.

2. Unity with the original purpose of GOD as revealed in His
word to His people.

3. Activity in carrying forward this purpose according to ‘their
abnhty, their then present activities bemg with a view to the-
extension 4nd expansion of the Divine intention in a prac-
tical fashion.

Now these builders were undoubtedly the people of Gob; but
not ‘all of the people of GoD, only a remnant! A tiny remnant’
indeed numbering under 43 000 including a few stragglers out’
of the ten tribes. In the days of King Jehoshaphat the army-
alone was some 1,600,000 strong, or six times as maty as all
those who returned from the Babylonish Captivity. It was in--
deed, as the prophet Zechariah records, * a day of small things,”-
but became a day of large endeavour, for. * the people had a.
mind to work ; ”” and “ the good hand of our Gobp was upon us.”.
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The day of small things and of large endeavours became one of
great hopes realized.

The house “that was builded these many years ago and set
up” had been destroyed as a prophet had prophesied, “ Out
holy and beautiful house, where our fathers praised Thee, is
burned up with fire ;” and yet these ardent builders said, “ We
Build the house that was builded these many years ago, which
a preat King of Israel builded and set up.” What did they
thean? Simply that this present activity is for the continuity on
the same foundation for the same purpose of testimony to the
Gop of Israel. True, actual stones may crumble to dust and
timbers rot or be burned, but in plan, purpose and performance
it is on the same ground this house is builded. All the three
teffiples: Solomon’s, Zerubbabel’s, Herod’s, were each divinely
recoghized, even Herod’s being called “ My FATHER’S house”
by our Lorp Himself.

We here today (not claiming to be all His people in the town,
Goad forbid) are found as a remnant of a vast company, and with
grateful hearts make the words of Ezra our own in a very real
sense,

The sole object in the building of this Hall is that continuity
of testimony to the Name of the LoRrD as the gathering centre
of Gap’s people ay here be maintained, in the revealed unity
of the Divine purpose. We do not claim to be the Assembly
or Ghurch éf Gop, but a gathering on that Divine grdund, for
“ there is one body,” and CHRIST died to “ gather together in
one the children of Gop that were scattered abroad ” (St. John
xi. 52); and “ He is the HEAD of the body, the church” (Col. i.
18). On the Day of Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian
Church, the HoLy SPIRIT baptized into one body all the be-
lievers,thand still continues to add to what He then inaugurated
on earth.

So, tuday, this VicromiA HALL is opened for the continuity
of testiftiotty t6 the Name of the LoRD set up thefi at Pentecost,
afid éoimmericed here ih Cowss many years ago, by setvants of
the LorD. They have passed out of our sight and are at rest
with the LorD they loved and served. But it is on the same
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Divine ground of the one Body, one SPIRIT, one Hope, one LorD,
one Faith, and one Baptism that our activities are engaged. The
Breaking of Bread in its integrity (Acts xx. 7); the children’s
work in its importance (St. Matthew xviii. 10, 14; St. Luke xviii.
16); the gospel preaching in its simplicity (Acts x. 26); the
Prayer Meeting in its sincerity (Ephesians vi. 18); the Reading
Meeting with its necessity (Acis xvii. 11); and every other thing
which serves the interests of CHRIST, represent what we desire
may be maintained, extended and expanded here to the glory
of Gop.

For the continuance in all these the true balance must be
kept between worship and service, the church and the gospel.
The inspiration for this is found in the constraining love of
CHRIST. The secret of power lies in individual communion with
Gop; and as we dedicate ourselves to His service, He accepts
what we offer and consecrates it by “ filling our hands,” which
is the true meaning of consecration. So with the Psalmist (xc. 17
we pray, “ Let the beauty of the LORD our GoD be upon us; an
establish Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of
our hands establish Thou it.”

————O( O

The Next Great Event

“IN the days of Noe ” is a time-phrase taken from the Lorp’s
own words in Luke xvii. 26, and surely it is worthy of the
deepest consideration. Before the days referred to a very strik-
ing thing had already happened. This momentous happening is
referred to in Hebrews xi. 5 as an example of the power of faith.
Enoch had already been translated when Noah was born, and
the remark that he “ was not found ” suggests that a search wag
made for him, as was the case when Elijah was translated
(2 Kings ii. 16-18). Of Enoch it is said GoD took him, and be-
fore his translation he is mentioned as having this testimony
that he pleased Gop, but “ without faith it is impossible to please
Him ” (Heb. xi. 6). Enoch walked with GOD in his day (Gen.
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v. 24), and so did Noah in his. Noah is described as ““a just
man and perfect in his generations,” and the secret of this is
given as in his walk with Gop (Gen. vi. 9).

In the days of the SoN of MaN, the church will already have
been translated, as Enoch had been before the deluge, and the
world, after ceasing to wonder, will go on in its usual course,
until the day of the outpouring of judgment. The Lorp’s title
of SoN of MAN is connected with Judgment (John v. 27), and
He is the executor of the judgment that is inevitable.

In spite of the increase of knowledge prophesied by Daniel
(xii. 4), and the progress that humanity boasts of, the world is
ripening for this judgment which will come when it is least
expected, but before it can come the faithful will have been
translated. This translation will no doubt come when many
who ought to be prepared for it are not expecting it.

“ Surely I come quickly,” says our Blessed Lorp (Rev. xxii.
20). 1f He should come now, are you prepared to meet him?
(1 Cor. xv. 47-58; 1 Thess. iv. 14-18.) E. ApAMS

QO

The Sisters

By QuARrTUS
(continued from page 132)

TI—IE Apostle Paul in his inspired letter to the Church of Gop
at Corinth and to all that in every place call upon the Name
of JEsus CHRIST our LoORD (thus embracing all Christians every-
where) says: “ The unmarried woman careth for the things of
the Lorp, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit ”
(1 Cor. vii. 34). This was characteristic of the Mother of the
Lorp when living a single life in Nazareth. *“ Out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” so when the Angel of
the Annunciation came with his message of GOD’s purpose for
her life, so august, so startling, the meek yet wholehearted
response was: ‘“ Behold the handmaid of the LORD; be it unto
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me according to thy word” (St. Luke i. 38). This young un-
married woman cared for the things of the Lorp, and found
life’s fulfilment in being “ the handmaid of the LOrRD.”

“Every Christian,” says an old writer, “ will feel that the
Mother of the LorD ought to receive the deepest honour and
reverence. She was highly favoured, and could not have been
selected out of the myriads of the human race to be the Mother
of the SAVIOUR without the possession of conspicuous gifts and
graces. Yet, as though with definite purpose, she is left in the
depths of her almost unbroken seclusion. and reserve.” The
omament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of Gop
is of great price, characterised the humble-hearted maiden of
Nazareth. “ Personally,” says J. N. Darby, “she had found
favour, so that she was not to fear: but Gob had sovereignly
bestowed on her this grace, this immense favour, of being the
Mother of the Lorp. In this she was the object of Gop’s
sovereign favour.”

William Kelly also writes: * The angel bids her not to fear,
for she has found favour with Gob. She is the chosen channel of
the wondrous purposes which should yet fill the world as well as
her own people with blessing—the appointed Mother, she is to
be of One in Whom GoD was about to solve all the difficulties
that sin had brought into the world by a righteous triumph of it
—nay, to make it possible for GoOD to bless those who believed,
sinners though they had been, and to make them righteously
triumph through and with Himself.”

Mary herself is marked as “ she that believed ” ; as the willing
“handmaid of the LORD ™ ; as the singer of that Magnificat the
echoes of which circle the world wherever the profession of
Christianity is found. The character of the song is Jewish both
as to the joy and acknowledgment of the mercy, for she was a
Jewish maiden. But the character of the singer, as a “believer,”
“the handmaid of the LoRrp,” and an exultant singer of His
praises, “ rejoicing in GOob my SAVIOUR,” is one which all the
SISTERS may both admire and seek to emulate.

The writer was privileged when a lad to meet such an one. She
was not a “ SISTER ” in the technical ecclesiastical (or geograph-
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ical) sense; she was not even a very well instructed believer, but
she knew herself to be a “handmaid of the Lorp.” Without
ever knowing it, or even suspecting the possibility of such a thing,
she exercised a wide, deep and lasting influence for good over
the writer’s life. May not then the motto for our SISTERS be
that of the maiden of Nazareth, the blessed Virgin Mary: Be-
hold the handmaid of the Lorp; be it unto me according to Thy
word.

Many a good cause in the interests of CHRIST would languish;
many a true servant of GoD would be greatly handicapped in
His service, were it not for the genuine piety and prayers of the
S1sTERS who serve the LORD like Anna the aged widow, like
her whose name we do not know but whose generous gifts in His
sight so won His approval on that day when—as now—He sat
over against the Treasury and “beheld how the people cast
money into it.”

Our SISTERS in youth and maidenhood, or in mid-life and
married, or aged and widowed, all have their part to play in
furthering the interests of Him Whose they are and Whom they
serve.

When Paul in his pre-Christian days as a Pharisee of the
Pharisees daily repeated such words as these, “ O Gob, I thank
Thee that I am neither Gentile, nor slave, nor woman,” he had
no idea that days would come when the recollection of the help
of SISTERS would lead him to give thanks for “those women
which laboured with me in the gospel,” for Phoebe, Priscilla,
Mary, Julia, and many another.

When the gospel came to Europe it was a womanr’s heart
opened which was the prelude to the wonderful victories for
CHRIST in the West. So the SISTERS, whether as “ handmaids
of the LorDp ”; Priscillas in the assembly amongst the servants
of the LORD ; or anonymious givers to the service of the Lorp—
all have a part to play and a place to fill which none can fill so
well as themselves. How much indeed depends upon their piety,
prayers and gifts only their LORD can say. And did He not say:
For whosoever shall do the will of My FATHER which is in
heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.”
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Service in Closing Days

S I lay reading in my berth on the steamer, I was struck

afresh with the order of the teaching set forth in 2 Tim. ii.
2-7 (New Trans.), especially from verse 3. (1) “ Take thy share
therefore in suffering, as a good soldier of JEsus CHRIST.” Who
is to measure to each his share? The One who gives them the
power to bear it. If he will not allow us to be tempted above
what we are able to bear (1 Cor. x. 13), neither will He allow us
to suffer more than is necessary.

(2) “No one serving as a soldier entangles himself with the
affairs of this life ;” then the reason is given, “ that he may
please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.” It is a question
of entanglements, not of relationships. How easy to drop into
things which soon become entanglements! Instead of being free
as soldiers, ready for anything, to please the One who has called
us, we become “ lovers of self >—the first thing which charac-
terises the departure of the last days (2 Tim. iii. 2); then “ lovers
of money "’—then “ boastful.”

(3) Then the figure changes. If a man is an athlete, he can
only gain the crown if he strive lawfully. This is important for
us. There must be adherence to Scriptural ways and means.
Never was there such a time as the ptesent for resorting to all
mannet of ways of expediency in doing the work of the Lorb.
Well, he who uses them may appear to be first in the race, and
receive the plaudits of his fellows, and thus be strengthened in
his love of self; “yet is he not crowned except he strive lawfully.”
The gospel has fiot lost any of its power; it Is still the J)ower of
Gob to evety one that believeth (Rom. i. 16). It needs no ex-
temal helps, or supports, or auxiliaries. Nor is it necessary for
the “man of Gob ” to count heads, or to plead with audiénces
to “hold up hands, those who have been blest,” in otder that
he may be able to say “so many wefe convetted.” It is Gop’s
wotk. It has pleased Gop by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe ” (1 Cor. i. 21). “ Preach the Word ” is
the servant’s wotk. “ We need not to speak anything,” says
Paul, *“ for they themselves show of us what mifiner of ehteting
in weé had unto you, and how ye turfied ufito Gop from idols to
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serve the living and true Gob, and to wait for His SoN from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even JESUS, who deliv-
ered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. i. 9-10). These are
the blessed results where the gospel has been preached with the
HoLy GHoOsT sent down from heaven, and without any external
help of any kind whatever. It speaks for itself. The servant is
hidden. Neither hands nor heads are counted; but the holy, un-
selfish, and separate lives of the converts speak to all, and point
to a work of GOD done by lawful means.

(4) Again the figure changes to tcach another important lesson.
“ The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits.”
Fruit does not spring up in one night. Patience is nceded.  Be-
hold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it, until he receives the early and
latter rain *’ (James v. 7). He has to wait. He labours first and
then waits. Methinks much of the gospel fruit of today would
have been a great deal better if it had not been “ forced.” There
is not the natural strength and vigour and hardiness seen in it
which resists the various climatic changes to which it is exposed,
hence it withers under the scorching sun of prosperity, or is
nipped with the severe frost of adversity. Remember the hus-
bandman, ye workers in the Master’s field. Don’t be so anxious
to “force” the fruit. Put the plough in deep; harrow the ground
well; pray for the rain to fall on it. Don’t finger it yourself;
let the HoLy SPIRIT do it all; and you will find your prayers
and your patience rewarded by fruit you will not need to talk
about, for all will see it to be such as only Gob could produce,
though- deigning to use a human instrument as His tool.

(5) Lastly, “ Think of these things which I say, for the LORD
will give thee understanding in all things.” If the mind is dwell-
ing on these things, the LOoRD will open them up; their vastness
and importance -will be apprehended, while their lessons will be
learnt and carried out by the one who seeks to please the LORD.

Briefly, then, we have: (1) Endure hardness as a good soldier;
(2) No soldier entangles himself; (3) The athlete must strive
lawfully; (4) The husbandman must labour first, and then' pat-
iently wait for the fruit; (5) Think of these things, and the Lorp
will open them up to you in a fuller way. A. A. TUNLEY



Sparkling Gems

According to the divine plan, if I am a member of the church
at all, T am a member of the church everywhere. If I go to any
quarter of the world where saints call upon the name of Jesus
CHRIST our LorDp, I am a member, not by permission nor by
courtesy, but by universal recognition on the part of believers of
the title which grace has given me. Baptised by the SpirIT, I am
a member of CHRIST'S body, wheresoever 1 may be.

* * * * *

In apostolic days that membership, and none other, was known
throughout. There might be differences of view. There might
be need of the word, “ Whereto we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same things.” Some
might eat herbs and some might eat meat; but the SPIRIT said,
and says, “ Receive ye one another, as CHRIST also received us
to the glory of Gop.”

* * * * *

Now the glory of GoD is identified, not with some, but with all
the members of the body of CHRIST.

L % * * *

A person is used of GOD to move souls powerfully and with
blessing; to gather them in and to bring them to CHRrisT. There
is an evangelist clearly.

* * * * *

GoD was so glorified in the cross of CHRIST, that He raised
Him up and seated Him in glory at His own right hand—not
only forgave us, but seated us in CHRIST in heavenly places. This
is Gop’s righteousness, which is revealed to faith.

* * * * *

That the LoRrDp personally comes into the air for the wondrous

meeting there to fetch us into his Heavenly house, bespeaks love

unmeasured.
* * *® * %

The Christian is waiting, as becomes the bnde, for the

exaltation of the BRIDEGROOM over the earth.
* %* * * %*

There are two ways in which CHRIST shows perfect love: first,
by coming down to bear all my sins and stripes, secondly, by
going up to heaven to give me His glory.

(Selected by C. A. Hammond.)
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Gleanings of Gladness

with daily tear-off block, Scripture verse and verse of
hymn. Artistic back. 3/6; 4/- post paid. 12 sent
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with the same block as above, but with larger design,
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Gospel Hymn Book

3rd Edition Revised

This book meets the need of a not-too-large Gospel
hymn book, is a]phabencally arranged, printed on good
qualfity paper in exceilent readabfe type. [t containg
244 hymns with index of first lines and authors,
Limp cloth, 3/~ cloth boards, 4/6 ;: postage 3d. per
copy. 12 coples and over post free (except abroad).

C. A. HAMMOND - 11 LITTLE BRITAIN, EC}
Telephone: MONarch 4950



