ilatony of the iliew South liales Raosembliecs, Prepared lny U.lefdckloy for
- Jan Tayhor forx sulmlsesion at the filssedonary Conference to be held in
Jamalca lioreh 1967«

The hletory of the NSt} asoenlilles , o0 far as we can report began with
the migration to thie country of English merchants and others An the mid
1850's or s0. As thase had been dn Lellowshlp An the old country the
Teatinony to the ford's llame was estalbllished as Assenllies were forned
where they settled,

fimong these were : An english draper named Auwstin who settled on a farn

at Forbes in the western dlstrict about 300 miles from Sydney 4in 7888,
lieetings were held in hle house and three young farmers were converted

and came Anto fellowship at The Lord's talble, On his death the U

of bread was continued,on alternate Loid's days ag the farm houses of
Lrothers “ollier and NMichodls until around the year 7935 when as a

harvest of thetr falthpulness and throubh the instrumentality of Bro. C,

Je Bentley and other brethren and a visiting diénerant Glanton preacher
several other fanilles were converted to the Lgrd and came dnto fellow-
shipe The assenbly grew to about 35/40 and became located in the lLittle
townehip of Bogan Cate. Here it Llourlshed untild about 1950 or 60 when

a nunber of odder farwmers moved from the district. The Testimony has lecn
re~estalilished again An the townshlp of Forlbes where 4t Lo going along
qLu/Le/tU,L.

Ano migrant was bro Blekerton who settled dn Boonah (Queensland) where
he estaldished a local general store. One of the farmers of Bogan Gate marr-
ded a daughter and went ot reside there. The Testemnoy in the area Lo

now cartied on in the two assenblies at Pittoworth and Toowoomba,

The Ampact of the "Raven# divieldon seemo to have been felt An the countwy
around 1895, Up to that time the assembly in the city comprloed some

500 bellevers and there were many codntry ascepblles, but following the
dlvision the remnant who withdrew and remalned An fellowshilp with the "Lowe'
group An England and 4n Europe and Egypt eomprised ondy a very small company
naindy of older brothers and sdisters, The effect of this dividion wae that
the Sydney asoembly had vidtually to start all over agaln and thils the
brethren did to the leost of théih ability as the Lord allowed, Meetings were
held mainly in cottages where the gospel was regularly preached. One of these
was An the home of a sdster fns Tennyson.

In 1898 a young man from Sydney viedted a country area at floss Uale scme 30
mides ta the south of Sydney. He attended a meeting An the home of a brother
Jawring and was converted., Returning to Sydney he took his great friend C.7.
Gentley along to llre Tennyson's home and on the very Lirst night he went
ColeB wge convested, He staalghtway legan a vigorows witness for the Load,
preachdng An the apen alr at various vantage podnts around the city
as well An the Hall. He eventually eonducted the meetling An ilrs Tennysonas
home gnd many were conveted and came into the Assembly. .

At that time the Rosemlldy was meeting in a osmall Hall In a city suburb-
Chippendale, Later it moved to the Town Hall Camperdown, then o Fercival
Street Petersham and finally to Charles Street Petersham where At iemalned
£or nany yeald.

C4Bentley marrled a daughter of Bro Blckerton (Boonah. Qf, and set home on
the north sdde of Sydney harlour, where he maintalned a ostrong and consds-
tent gosped witness., Through the cottage meetings the Assembdy had grown
consideralbdy and as Peteroham was on the western slde of the city At was
decided! that an assembly should be formed on the northen sddes This was done
and brethren from that area fired met in a room dn llorth Sgdney a dttle
plor 2079912+ The brethren flnally became established in the City lidsosdon
flall at farrington Street- An the quay area of the clityproper, A darge Bible
Class was conducted by bro Bentley among the younger generationf lbut
lecavse the Hall was unovailable on Lord's day nights no Gospel meeting wos
carviled on. s a reoedt the brethren maintalned a consdstent open ~alr
wdtness dn vardaus areas and this was carviled on for many years,

Further cottage meetings were conducted by Bro fGentley on the llorth sdde of b
the Harbour and at one, held each Tuesday evendng as many-as 80 to 700
attended.iany were converted and these eventually comprlsed the nucleas of
the Aasembly which was opened An Greenwlch around 1926, Among those converted
was ColleFlower who later went to llve in llelbowine and was much wsed of the
Load An butlding up the ittle campany which had econtinued there, The Creen-~
wich Nesembly purchased a flne meetlng Hall 4n the area awound 7960, This
had be-n duilt Iy the London (Rawds) party, lut the company dwlndled and C
they offered 4t to our brethren, The Harrlngton Street lall wae requiositioned
by the Government An 1942 and the Resembly moved into several “ity talls until

i g settling Anto the Bible Soclety's iHall An Bathurei Street.
(Radany
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In 1958, land was purchased in the osuburl of llorth Ryde and sdnee then

two Halls have leen erected. The work of the Sydney assemblies has bean
characterlsed by Goopel elforts An prilvate homes as cottage meetings and
then An the respective meeting Halls on Lords day evenings. For about
sdxteen years a Yoopel eflort was carrled on 4An the Cliy at Bille House
on flonday night once a month and this proved a worthwhile and effectlve
effort. A strong open~ alr witness was matntalned for many years by
brethren who are now oldder and unalle to cargy 4t on. Younger brothers

have follwoed on with thie. An ellectlve wltness by preaching and oadngling
was {Arst commenced ly Bro Bentley An the Royal N ath Shore Hoosplial. Here
many hundreds are witnessed to by a odngling party with the opportunity to
speak a Irlef word to each ward each Lord's day evenling,

With the new Halls at North Ryde a good young peoples work has developed
and besddes a large Sunday school every Lord's day morning, regular

youth Clubs are eonducted on four nights eveny weeks In addition a youth
Lellowshin meets ance a month and a "Coflee~ Evendng”, As held on Saturday
night once a quatter, Many score of ehlldren and teenagers ¢ .. professed
acceptance of Chrlet as Saviour and thils aspect of the work Lo most encour~
aglng.Childrene Campe and Yputh Bible Class Camps are held on a regular
%,aug, baedls the former In. May for one week and the letter over the Caster
Mo MUssdonary work has ever been undertaken by the Sydney “ssemblies,
chiefly lLecause we have felt virtually itneapable of coplng with the opport-
unltles which thls large continent wlth ite 12 million people alfords,
Assenlillies are located An odly three of the alx capltal eltles in the States
and there are nany areas where there Lo no Testimony at all.

No viodts were ever made to us by English . o& lintetering brethren
and untldl Bro llesen visited thls country An 1951 “wstralla remained
Lovlated from help other assenllles, Since then we have had' visits from
Bros Hadley, Beston Simmons (Twlce) Campledd and Wilts (Holland).

By the Lirds m wlth the comling together of the Stewgrt-Grant=Lowe=Kelly
qroups there has leen a frece. Anterchange of visits ij brethren from

and to llew Zealand.

Bro Xen Beely felt the call of the Lord dnto full time service An the
Assenbldles a few years agw and he has beeome our first laboring Brother. He
requlardy visits the assemblies thvoughtout Australla and llew Zealand,
UWladulla, In the north Western area of Tamworth some 350 miles from Sydney
there was a large assenbly., After the HRaven" divlsion only a few fanilies
remained in fellowdhip with "Lowe'. A german migrant*was converted while (# vc'(\
Uving An the area and through the minlstry ol a local schoolnasteriwho “(fones)
was in our fellowship he came Anto the meeting., On his retdrement he went
to Lve at Wladulla on the south coast where also Bro B. Lickley (senior)
aleo went to llve when he retlred from Lusineds, An assenbly was farmed
with the Breaking of Bread, Regding and Gospel meetlngs carrled on, Both
of these brothers and thelr wives went Lo be with the Lord during the

past three years and the Teatimony Ls stllL carrded on by Bro UV.Mcllab who
retired from his farm at Bogan Gate and went to e there,

Naroomge Several familles mlgrated from Holland An the 1940's and settled
in ﬂa,% da inglng dlstrlet on the south eoact. The lreaking of bread and normal
ﬁw«mmmmuomwmm. An annual Conference 4o held
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