
7, Jiount Park Crescent , 
Ealing ». 

21 Feb. 1907. 

My dear Brother . 

l ir . K i l l s having l e t me see your l e t t e r to h i n giving an 

aocount of ??hat took p lace l a s t Lord 's day a t l o r k Road, Tunbridga 

S e l l s , which f i l l B rae with sorrow. I f ee l cons t ra ined to l ay "before 

you a succession of fac t s with most of which you are well acquainted -

or have the neane of ver i fy ing by tvo or t h r ee witnesBeB. Can the 

"brothers who express t h e i r agreement with Mr. SibtLorpe 's statement 

have any idea of the colenaa r e s p o n s i b i l i t y they have incurred in 

contravening t h e i r express "decis ion" of October 16th 19C3, as nsado 

known in t h e i r c i r c u l a r l e t t e r of £0th Sovenber following? 

In t h a t c i r c u l a r l e t t e r , a charge was made aga ins t l£r. Strange 

tha t he "asked J£r« JJushell t o spread another Tab le , " thus s e t t i n g aside 

the assembly a t Tunbridg© tfells. This charge, raada, a s liac been proved, 

on the au tho r i t y of a s ingle wi tness , and therefore in disobedience to the 

word of God, X-sut SIX,15, was as you know, owned by Mr. Susholl himself 

in May, 'OB to be incor rec t fwhioh he confirraod even in wr i t i ng , accord-

ing t o ycur l e t t e r to ££r. Mil ls of 10th Aug. 190B), by which i t appears 

tha t the vrordn used by Mr. Strange, wa&e s i ap ly t o ask Kr. JJushell whether 

he was prepared to stand with /-ir. Strange, and t h a t lir. 33u«h«ll then 

denied tha t he had been asked "to spread another Table". The charge 

arose from a nir.underetondlng, and yet i t remains unconfirmed and 

unwith drawn to t h i s day. 

Eaving had occasion to meet ::x. Sllrtfcorpc about a yc.cr a f t e r 

t h i s by the i n v i t a t i o n of a brother ss to another n a t t e r , I took the 

opportunity of c a l l i n g h i s a t t e n t i o n to these ff.ots and on tho following 

day (iGth t-s-y 1906} was led to tvrite I 'r. Eihthorpc a fur ther en t rea ty tha t 

he and the oiiier bre thren should frankly own what i s c l e a r l y proved to 



be ha3te and e r r o r in deal ing with these thingB. In h i s answer, dated 

22d May ' 06 , Mr. 3 ib thorpe , while thanking me for the l e t t e r , refuoed 

to enter in to any fur ther correspondence on the sub jco t . 

As a subsequent in terview, six months l a t e r , I f ind him 

equally r e s o l u t e . 

Ehat io t c be sa id of suoh a l i n e of conduct? I s an unfounded 

accusat ion to be allowed to stand for noar ly three years and a h a l f against 

a b ro ther , without any of for t to have BO simple a n a t t e r ole*xed up end 

a s u i t a b l e repara t ion made? I s i t thus tha t we show, as bre thren , tha t 

we love one another and seek to g lo r i fy our Fa ther , and the Losrd Jesus 

Chris t ??ho !lov*d tin arid save Himself for uo? Let tic net f e r r e t our l o r d ' s 

words in Matthew 18, c los ing the 3 oleira parable of the two "debtors*. '• 

Put th«re i s another painful feature in t h i s ccurnG of SEr. 

S ib thorpe 1 s . 

On July 30, 1905, a f t e r having long abstained fron going to 

Tunbridge Tfella on Lord 's day morning, on account of the fee l ing displayed 

t h e r e , &r. Strange, ac t ing on tlie repeated reooiaaen&ation of b re thera 

fmyself amongst the number), went to the moating a t York Soaft, maintained 

s i lanea and l e f t e a r l y ; u f te r which rlr. 3ibt2iorp« road Acts I I , 42, and 

remarked to the following e f f e c t , "you w i l l see by t h i s t h a t t h in 

apsembly can have no fellowship with I£r. Strange- coining aere to break 

brejid t h i s morning." Several were surpr ised and could not understand the 
1 

discrepancy wita the "decision* read out in the gathering, on the Sunday 

; morning following Friday 16th October 1903. There was of course no 

opportunity for onquiring whather or not this was the mind of "the assembly" 

Cn 22d September '05, Xr. Devine, at or after a visit to VJT. 

Sibthorpe with the earnest desire to bring » H these sorrow:: to a 

righteous and friend^ termination, obtained from him a short typewritten 

statement, undated and unsigned, to the effect that "the assembly" at 



(3 ) 

T. Wells had no fellowship with Kr. Strange in h i s "breaking "bread, t h e r e . 

This olandesdine doouraant was shown to severa l b ro the rs gathered four dayB 

l a t e r i n answer t o Mr. 2ovinaTs appeal , one of then remarking tha t "by m;ch 

an a c t , Mr. Sibthorpo put himsplf out of fe l lowship . 

Consequently, Xx. S ib thorpe ' s ac t ion of l a s t Lord 's day iaorning 

'17th inc t ) on the occasion of a fur ther attempt of 2ir. S t range 'a to show 
( • • / • • • - * - • • ' i ' • • ' • * * * • ' ' 

t h a t he bowed to tha "decis ion" of October 1903, in s p i t e of a l l ths.t had 

ocourred, i s a r o p e t i t l o n for the t h i r d tisae of h i s (Mr. Sibthorpe 'o) 

unwarranted and u n s c r i p t u r a l assumption t o represent the e n t i r e assembly 

without any pi'evioura attempt to a r r ive a t an "assembly judgment." Host 

merciful ly t o us a l l , God did net allow t h i s t o pass unchallenged, ao 

your l e t t e r shows, while affording Mr..' Strange an opportuni ty for Hh owing 

p r a c t i c a l l y , t c h i s cvn coa t , t h a t he des i red to avoid confusion in the 

meeting, and t o be reconci led to h i s "brethren with whoa he i e l o c a l l y 

a s soc ia t ed . 

2o make use th*n of 2£r. S ib thorpe ' s own words, I ask you, dear 

b ro the r , who are those who have acted " in s e l f w i l l " and disregarded the 

consciences of t h e i r "brethren? la t he r e not i n the mooting unconfessed 

s in of three and a h a l f yssir 'a s tanding, the name of "the assemblya being 

used to cover i t up? Can such nn "assembly" be said t o be gathered in the 

holy name of the Lord Jesus Chr is t? I s i t cha rac te r i sed by ready obodieno* 

to the word of t he Lord, tdad thnt f6.1th which works by love?.. 2oes the 

assembly KS A whole accept t he solemn r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of endorsing Mr. 

Sibthorpe 's ac t ions? 
io h» has rep n a t t i l y sa id t ha t he w i l l l i e t e n to nc: b ro ther , who 

does not in the f i r s t place enucrpe the decision cl* Cctober 16, 'OS, 

which he himself IiR8 set &nide in i t s rosin proviso , v\! I csfn w i s e s t i s 

tha t you should ca re fu l ly ver i fy the statementn above wade-, and, i f you 



oonaolenoea nay fce duly exercised in the Lor&'e preoenoe. 

Looking; to Him to gulda in t h i e ja lnful caatter, I ramaln, 

Dear Brother, Affeotly youra In Hira. 

17. J. Lowe. 

ilr. II, A. Harborow. ..; •..•-...-•..-..•..., 


