
* Plas Newydd, , 
791 P r i n c e ' s Drive 

Colwyn Bay-

Beloved Bre th ren : » ' 
I have for some t ime been gravely concerned , along with ve ry many 

o t h e r s , at the inc reas ing downward t r end in both the teaching and the mora l i ty of the 
Exclusive B r e t h r e n . (I adopt the t i t le used by themselves in appeals on behalf of 
b ro the r s in P ro fes s iona l Ins t i tu t ions , made to the Government of this count ry , though, 
in A m e r i c a , the s a m e sec t is r e g i s t e r e d with the Government of the U . S . A . as Plymouth 
Bre th ren No. 4 for the purpose of secur ing exemption f rom Combatant Serv ice ) . It has 
been my constant p r a y e r to the Lord , that I might rece ive f rom Him , 'eye sa lve that I 
might see 1 and now I can say humbly and without p re t ens ion , that my eyes a r e fully open 
to the awful s i tua t ion , that has now become establ ished among this s ec t . It is with g rea t 
so r row of h e a r t that after 50 y e a r s happy fel lowship, I a m compelled in loyalty t o Chr i s t 
to separa te f rom iniquity as ins t ruc ted in 2 Tim. chapter 2. My reasons for so doing 
as s ta ted ve rba l ly to the b r e t h r e n in Colwyn Bay, on the evening of January 19th, 1961, 
a r e as follows: 

1. AUTHORITATIVE MINISTRY This l ies at the root of a l l the false doctr ine at p r e s e n t 
existing among the Exclusive Bre th ren . A min i s t ry 

(or sy s t em of teaching or doctr ine) which is r ega rded by its adheren ts as infal l ible, and 
must never under any c i r c u m s t a n c e s be challenged, is s imply 'Roman i sm ' in d i sgu ise . 
I know of only two sec t s in Chr i s tendom which make such a shocking c l a im , the Roman 
Church and the Exclusive B r e t h r e n . No longer do we hear among these b r e t h r e n 'What 
sai th the Sc r ip tu re s ? ' but r a t h e r 'Is it in the M i n i s t r y ? ' and if the two conflict, as they 
often do, it is always ' the "Ministry1 to which heed is given. When leaving the E lders at 
Miletus (in Acts 20) Paul commit ted them to God and the Word of His g race and from then 
to the end of the d i spensa t ion , t h e r e has never been any other safeguard or r e s o u r c e for 
the faithful h e a r t . Forsak ing the Word-ofGod, and substi tuting the doctr ines of m e n , has 
led to a l l the confusion in Chr i s t endom, and to al l the confusion now rampant in the iniq­
uitous' sec t of Exclusive B r e t h r e n , they have ' forsaken the Word and the re is no light 
in t h e m ' . A fur ther se r ious m a t t e r is that it is openly s tated by thei r l e a d e r s , and 
accepted by t he i r fo l lowers , that it is not at a l l n e c e s s a r y to follow the S c r i p t u r e s , but 
must l i s ten to the 'voice of the Spiri t in the a s sembly . ' Here we have a r ea l ly dreadful 
doc t r ine , a c lea r suggest ion that the Blessed Holy Spiri t is now teaching what is con t r a ry 
to the Word of God, which He Himself indited. I have warned the b r e th r en publicly that 
this doct r ine b o r d e r s ve ry c losely on 'b lasphemy against the Holy Spi r i t ' for which the re 
is no forg iveness ; and yet this p h r a s e , so shocking to every r ight sp i r i tua l sens ib i l i ty , 
is one mos t commonly on the lips of many b re th ren . If anyone has the m o r a l courage to 
cal l at tention to these false d o c t r i n e s , they a r e immedia te ly m a r k e d down for ' excom­
munica t ion ' , as one who is 'not going on with the t ru th ' (what is cal led the t ru th by these 
b re th ren is the s y s t e m of fa lse and unsc r ip tu ra l doctr ine now taught among them. ) The 
p h r a s e r e f e r r e d to above contains another, subtle e r r o r , that the Exclusive Bre th ren a r e 
•the A s s e m b l y ' , but with that we will deal l a t e r . 



2. PHARISAISM. Of al l the sec t s existant among the J e w s , when the Lord Jesus Chr is t 
was h e r e on e a r t h , none rece ived m o r e scathingdenunciation than 

the P h a r i s e e s (or Holy Ones , as they called themse lves ) . To them and to them a lone , did 
He add re s s that t e r r i b l e denunciat ion, 'Generat ion of v i p e r s , how shal l ye escape the 
damnation of Hel l? (Though b l e s sed be His Name, many among them obeyed His word and 
were saved) . The thoughtful be l iever cannot fail to see in the Exclusive B r e t h r e n , many 
evidences that they a r e the m o d e r n vers ion of what Paul r e fe r s to as ' the s t r i c t e s t sec t 
of the P h a r i s e e s ' . I have a l r eady r e f e r r e d to one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , that of 'making the 
Word of God1 vo id , but in addition thei r p r e s e n t line of 'Authori ta t ive Minis t ry ' falsely 
so ca l led , has for its end the making only of the outside of the plate c lean , and every effort 
is being made to whiten the outside of the sepu lch re , neglecting the dead men ' s bones 
ins ide . And what a m a s s of cor rup t ion the re is ins ide , never in fifty ye a r s among them 
have I known such foulness . Young men and women, and older ones too , even some taking 
a prominent l ead , have been found guilty of adul te ry , fornicat ion, unc l eannes s , inces t , 
d runkennes s , faLsehood, decei t and other such th ings . Yet the outward appearance of 
what is t e r m e d by them ' the tes t imony 1 mus t be maintained at al l c o s t s . Many ea rnes t 
s o u l s , a r e s t i l l held in a fa lse posit ion by the des i re to p r e s e r v e the outward unity of 
the pos i t ion , many indeed who would wholeheartedly endorse everything in this l e t t e r . 
A g rea t deal of t rouble and s o r r o w has come in of l a t e , by the false and totally u n s c r i p ­
t u r a l doc t r i ne , that m e m b e r s of this iniquitous s ec t , must not eat with any outside the i r 
own m e m b e r s h i p , whether r e l a t i v e s , be l ievers or unbe l i eve r s . This is a lso the s p i r i t of 
the P h a r i s e e , who ga thers his holy ga rmen t s around him and says ' L o r d , I thank t hee , 
I a m not as other m e n ' . 
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Widespread s o r r o w and m i s e r y have followed in the wake of this false doc t r ine , false 
as to the life and movements of the Lord Jesus and His disciples when h e r e , in whose 
steps we a r e to follow,false as to the teaching and example of the Apostle Pau l , of whom 
we a r e exhorted to be imi ta to r s as he was of Chr i s t . Of those l eaders who teach this 
doctr ine it can t ru ly be sa id , 'des t ruc t ion and m i s e r y a r e in the i r ways and the way of 
peace they have not known1. At one Assembly Meeting (so called) it was s ta ted openly in 
the p r e s e n c e of s e v e r a l hundred b r e t h r e n , that 'we cannot follow the Lord , as He was 
unique, and could do what we cannot do1 , we cannot imitate Fau l , he was an elect v e s s e l , 
and so on. So now apparent ly it is wrong to follow the Lord (though s c r i p t u r e exhorts 
us to do so ) , we cannot imi ta te Paul (though again we a r e exhorted to do s o ) , and we 
cannot accept the Word of God, what unut terably folly and sin is h e r e , the sa tanic source 
of it a l l is c lea r ly evident. 

3 . EXCOMMUNICATION Although the re is only one case of excommunicat ion in the 
New T e s t a m e n t , in 1 Cor . 5 , and that of such an incestuous 

c h a r a c t e r that even the Gentiles would not mention such th ings . The whole sy s t em of 
Exclusive Bre th ren has run completely r io t in this m a t t e r . All over the world Godly 
b r e t h r e n who have se rved the Lord and His people faithfully for y e a r s , a r e hounded out 
of fe l lowship on the f l imsies t p r e t e x t s . Some for having dared to call at tention to un­
s c r i p t u r a l teaching in thei r so called 'Authori tat ive Min i s t ry ' , others because pa ren t s 
have had a mea l with thei r own chi ldren , who had been excommunicated a lso for totally 
inadequate r ea sons and so on. Once anyone is 'outs ide ' the mos t ex t reme and untruthful 
.s tatements a r e made about them. They a r e said to 'have left the a s sembly - left the 
fellowship of God's Son' - 'to be unfit for Chris t ian fellowship anywhere; - they a r e 'dogs 
and l i a r s ' - ' swine rushing downhill to their own des t ruc t ion ' . They a r e ' in the outer 
d a r k n e s s ' - ' in the congregation of the dead' - ' a ssoc ia ted with the table of de mons ' . 
The above and other p h r a s e s , have been used by the i r l eade r s in public m e e t i n g s , in 
the p r e s e n c e of hundreds of b r e t h r e n , and have never been chal lenged, so g rea t is the 
re ign of t e r r o r in this evil and iniquitous s ec t , ncr have they been recan ted in any way. 
All this displays the ignorance of thei r l e a d e r s . This kind of thing was well desc r ibed 
by beloved J . N . D. as 'mons t rous fol ly ' , and so it i s . It is a l so noticeable tha t , as in 
a l l cases in Church His to ry , where persecut ion has been r a mpa n t , it is the meek and 
Chr is t l ike who suffer and the vain, a r rogan t and bruta l take the lead. 

4 - LAODICEAN PRESUMPTION. It has a lso become increas ing obvious in the las t 
year or two that the sma l l and insignificant sec t of 

Exclusive Bre th ren have come to r e g a r d themselves as 'the Assemb ly ' , this being 
abundantly evident in thei r 'Min i s t ry ' and a lso in ph ra se s used in P r a y e r and P r a i s e , 
such as 'we - the a s sembly ' - ' the Lord is putting the finishing touches to the a s sembly 
in view of His speedy r e t u r n ' - 'The re is an added glory in the a s sembly of late in view 
of the p re sen ta t ion ' - 'The Lord will come on some Lord ' s Day morning when we a r e 
breaking b r e a d ' , these and many other ' g rea t high sounding words of vanity ' a r e in 
common use among the Exc lus ives , c lea r ly indication the Laodicean posit ion into which 
they have fal len, a condition so nauseous to the Lord that He says "I will spue thee 
out of my mouth ' . With al l their wonderful opinions of themselves they 'know not that 
they a r e poor and wretched and naked and bl ind ' . It is good to know that there a r e many 
who have sought from the Lord Jesus 'eye salve tha t they may s e e ' and with anointed 
e y e s , have left this iniquitous sy s t em. They have come, out of the house of bondage and 
f rom under the re ign of t e r r o r and a r e finding joy, peace and happiness in the Lord. 
Many s t i l l going on with the evil sy s t em would fully endorse al l that is se t forth in this 
l e t t e r , but they a r e held by family t i e s , by fear of the isolation that in many cases has 
r e s u l t e d , and other motives unworthy of t hem, and mark ing them as lacking in faith 
and loyalty to our Lord Jesus Chr i s t . 



5. INTOXICANTS. On this subject two things a r e quite c l ea r . On the one hand the 
rightful use of Alcoholic Liquor is not forbidden in s c r i p t u r e 

(but let it be noted that Timothy was apparent ly a r igid abs t a ine r , until he rece ived a 
spec ia l word from the Apostle Paul) but very solemn warnings a r e given throughout 
s c r i p t u r e as to over- indulgence in Intoxicants . In spi te of this the b r e th r en a r e now 
told they ought to have Intoxicants on their tables to show that they have 'Chr i s t i an 
l iberty'. This false doctr ine has a l ready led to deplorable r e s u l t s . Young men and 
young women holding pa r t i e s at which some have been completely intoxicated, with 
Sorrowful m o r a l r e su l t s , , act ivi t ies that a r e commonly found amongstf teenagers ' in 
the wor ld . Young men who have appeared before Tribunals as having a conscience 
agains t mi l i t a ry s e rv i ce have not hes i ta ted to get completely drunk and been rebuked 
by godly young men from other s e c t s . The d i sas t rous consequences of this new and 
mons t rous doctr ine is only jus t beginning to bear fruit . In thei r anxiety to sweep and 
ga rn i sh the i r houses by l a w s , ru les and regula t ions , they a r e 'making room for 
seven devils worse than the f i r s t ' and this is a l ready becoming apparen t . 
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6. F ina l l y I mus t expres s my deep s o r r o w at having to s epa ra t e f rom many beloved 
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s with whom I have walked for many y e a r s . Nothing I have wri t ten 
has ever to my knowledge marked any in the Meeting in Colwyn Bay, but , a l a s , even 
they cannot escape their fellowship with meet ings far and n e a r , where many of these 
things a r e found, and in loyalty to my Lord and Saviour , Jesus Chr i s t , I must s epa ra t e 
f rom the co r rup t and iniquitous sec t of Exclusive B r e t h r e n , 

In view of the above it is imposs ib le for me ever again to se t foot in any room 
used by this s ec t . As they have now no jur isdic t ion over m e , I cannot be seen by 
any coming officially f rom t h e m , nor accept or recognize thei r ca re Meetings or 
Assembly Meetings as having any Scr ip tu ra l validity or author i ty . 

My house will always be open to any who love our Lord Jesus Chr is t in s incer i ty 
and who walk in obedience to the revea led mind of God in His Word. Such may ever be 
a s s u r e d of a w a r m , affectionate and hospi table recept ion . 

Your bro ther in Chr i s t , 

J a m e s Rainford. 


