Moxtresr, Dec. [5th, 1554

TO THE SAINTS GATHERED TO-THE NAME OF TUOE LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

BeLovED BRETHREN,- -

When evil is maintained with a high Land, and the mainten-
ance of discipline in an assembly hecomes impossible on this
account, separation {rom evil becomes nccessary to the very
endeavour to kecp the unity of the Spirit. This is that to which
at last we are forced, and the evidence of the truth of our state-
ment is before the eyes of all.

The circular of Nov. 29th, signed by the 38, sent everywhere,
is the assumption of a party to condemn as false doctrive, what
in part is truth long recognized as such among us, in part is a
misrepresentation of their own, and the rest of it, what (with
full knowledge of it) J. N. D. and others, incinding A. P. C.
himself, have for vears gone on with. And on this account to
reject the whole ministry of a brother, and to exhort others to
reject it, is sufficiently intolerant and sectarian in itself. Against
this we had contented ourselves with protesting; but it has
been followed by still morve extreme and high handed action,
against which the only sufficient protest is by action of our own.

In the first place, in defiance of the plainly expressed opposi-
tion of a large number, they sent, as from the assembly;a letter
of final admonition to our brother F. W. Grant (who had left
the city), thus falsely claiming as the act of the assembly what
our consciences refused. At the meeting called for this pur-
pose it wae attempted to silence as disorderly a number of
brethren who had gone out of the prayer meeting a week;before,
in consequence of an address of A. P. .Cs, laying division aud
following human leaders at their door, and telling them that
praying without repentance as to their evil deeds was hypoerisy.
The withdvawal from the prayer mecting had been made quietly
and deliberately, as a silent protest, not only against the conduct
of A. P, C.at this neeting, but agaiust a constant course of
procedure that had been grieving and trying ums for many
weeks. .

Nevertheless those of us so admonished as disorderly, were fo
take no part in discipline mectings.

The letter went, spite of our protest, to the brother in ques-
tion, but was rofused by him as not really from the assembly,
as it purported to be, and then a meeting was called to receive
his answer. At this meeting it was stated that the paper then
presented to the assembly for their adoption, had been alivady
assented to by 45 persous | This kind of eanvassing hal been



steadily going on and every effort nale to influence people be-
fore the professel deliberation begnn.  The result was that regard-
less of the opposition of a lurge numbor. they arain declared as
an assembly act. the will of a majority, that F. W. G. was put
outside. i

They had now established a table really upon new ground,
sectarian in character, set up in willulness, awl where we could
not be without bowing to evil, which plainly we could not
control.

At a meeting then and ’chere announced for those who dis-
sented from thm judement, and which took ph“e last evening,
there were present about forty brethren and sisters. After
prayer and conference it was agreed that we shounld meet next
Lord’s day in a room on Craig qtm et to remember the Lord in
the breaking of bread, in dwtmc‘ refusal of the table in the
Natural HlStOI y Hall.

Throughout all these sorrowful and dishonorine scenes of
several months duration, A. P. C. was ever foremost, the leal-
ing spirit of the whole, with Alfrcd Mace as his support, except
in the closing one, when A. M. was absent {rom the cite. Ther
are-of course fully identified with the table now a$ the Natural
History Hall, to which they have g.ven its unhapyr chavacter.

Our prayer to God is that our brethren elsewhere may be lerl
to a right judgment in this matter.

Affectionately in Christ Jesus our Lord,
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Communications may be addressed, Joux Jayes, 203 St. Urbain strect,
Montreal, Canada.



