BIOGRAPHY OF LORD ADELBERT PERCY CECIL

Lord Adelbert Percy Cecil (1841-1889) was the eighth of five sons and four daughters born to the 2nd Marquess of Exeter, Brownlow Cecil, and his wife Isabella Poyntz, of Burghley House estate near Stamford, Lincolnshire. 

The Cecil family has had a long history of involvement in British public life going back to the 16th century. Lord Cecil’s most noted ancestor, Sir William Cecil, was the 1st Baron Burghley and was the chief minister of Queen Elizabeth I for most of her reign. Lord Cecil's father, his oldest brother and the husband of his oldest sister were all politicians who sat in Parliament and held positions in the governments of three Prime Ministers. His distant cousin, Robert Gascoyne-Cecil, the 3rd Marquess of Salisbury, was Prime Minister three times for 13½ years during the period from 1885 to 1902 and was in office when Lord Cecil died in 1889. His four brothers also bore the title of “Lord,” but this title was strictly honorific for Adelbert and his brothers and did not accord them any special privileges. Two of his sisters died in infancy and two of his brothers died at ages 20 and 27. Only his oldest brother and youngest sister had children.

Lord Cecil first came to Canada in 1862 at age 20 as an officer in the First Battalion of the Prince Consort's Own Rifle Brigade. The battalion, which was then comprised of 764 men in 10 companies, was sent to Canada to strengthen British forces there after a threat of war arose between Great Britain and the United States. On 08 Nov 1861, three months after the outbreak of the American Civil War, a U.S. Navy frigate intercepted the British mail ship Trent off the north coast of Cuba and seized two diplomats from the Confederate States of America who were aboard the ship on their way to Britain and France to attempt to persuade the European powers to grant diplomatic recognition to the Confederacy. This so-called Trent Affair severely strained relations between the U.S. and Great Britain and raised the threat of war between the two countries. In order to meet this threat, the British took steps to strengthen their military forces in North America and the Atlantic. One of these steps was to order the First Battalion of the Rifle Brigade to proceed from Dublin, Ireland, to Hamilton in Canada West. Queen Victoria's husband Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, was Colonel-in-Chief of the Rifle Brigade, and after his death on 14 Dec 1861, the brigade was redesignated as the Prince Consort's Own Rifle Brigade in his memory. 
The battalion left Dublin on 11 Dec 1861 and disembarked at Saint John, New Brunswick, on 03 Jan 1862. From there, the battalion took a nine-day journey north to Riviere-du-Loup on the St. Lawrence River in horse-drawn sleighs and from there proceeded to Hamilton on the Grand Trunk Railway, arriving 10 Feb 1862. The battalion had to take this roundabout route to reach its destination because their ship had been unable to enter the St. Lawrence due to bad weather. The battalion was stationed at Hamilton from Feb 1862 till May 1864 and remained in Canada in various locations till Sep 1870. Coincidentally, 1862 was also the year that J.N. Darby first visited Canada where he attended the annual conference of Brethren at Guelph in September of that year.
Cecil returned to England for a time in 1865 and also in 1867 after the death of his father but otherwise remained in Canada serving with his battalion. He was converted to Christ sometime during his first stay in Canada from 1862 to 1865. This fact is related by Rev. William Haslam, an Anglican clergyman in England who became a close acquaintance of Lord Cecil after his conversion. Haslam gives an account of his relationship and work with him in his book entitled, More Years of My Ministry. He devotes a whole chapter of the book to this account under the title, “The Young Nobleman,” in which he relates events that took place in his ministry in 1865. In that chapter, he recounts how he met Cecil in England that year and how Cecil told him on that occasion about his conversion earlier in Canada. After his conversion, in his free time, he evangelized among his fellow-soldiers in both England and Canada and in other places and was reprimanded several times by his military superiors for doing so. The reason for the reprimands is not clear, but it may be that the military authorities regarded this kind of activity as something that was the proper province of military chaplains rather than that of regular soldiers. 
In 1868, while posted at Ottawa and living nearby in barracks at Chelsea, Quebec, he was given an order by the Duke of Cambridge, the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, to cease his evangelistic activities. Rather than yield to the order, he relinquished his commission in the Rifle Brigade in the summer of 1868 in order to continue his evangelistic labours without hindrance. Two other Christian officers in the Rifle Brigade who had served with him at Ottawa, James Buchanan Dunlop and Christopher Hatton Turner, also relinquished their commissions in 1868 and became fellow-labourers with Lord Cecil in evangelism and Christian ministry. All three had joined the Rifle Brigade in the same year, 1858. 
The association of Lord Cecil and his fellow-evangelists with the Brethren began in the autumn of 1868 when they were introduced to their teachings by a brother from the Ottawa assembly of the Brethren, Francis George Scott, a retired British Army captain and civil servant. For the next 21 years, Lord Cecil laboured mainly in Ontario as an evangelist and Bible teacher and was associated in this work with James Buchanan Dunlop and another evangelist named Edward John Hayhoe. His life was cut short on June 12th, 1889, five weeks before his 48th birthday, when he drowned after falling out of a sailboat in the Bay of Quinte in Lake Ontario near Adolphustown. His drowning and funeral were reported in detail in the Kingston and Toronto newspapers and also in accounts by his fellow-Brethren Edward J. Hayhoe and B.F. Pinkerton. He is buried in Riverside Cemetery in Napanee, Ontario.
In 2004, Present Truth Publishers of Jackson, NJ, published “The Collected Writing of A.P. Cecil, Vols. 1 & 2,” in one bound volume of 564 pages. This publication includes a 4-page account entitled “Record of the Closing Days of our Brother Lord Adelbert P. Cecil” by B.F. Pinkerton.
The Local History & Archives Section of the Hamilton Public Library has an album of photos depicting several members of the Rifle Brigade and their activities during their stay in Hamilton. Included among these photos are a full body portrait of Lord Cecil in uniform and a photo of his tent at the brigade’s shooting range at Grimsby.

In 1912, William Cecil, the 5th Marquess of Exeter and a grand nephew of Lord Cecil, purchased 12000 acres of ranchland surrounding 100 Mile House in the South Cariboo Region of British Columbia, 450 km north of Vancouver. His son Martin Cecil, who became the 7th Marquess of Exeter in 1981, moved to Canada in 1930 to manage the ranch which became known as Bridge Creek Estate. In the 1940s, Martin co-founded a New Age network known as the “Emissaries of Divine Light” whose headquarters was established at Sunrise Ranch in Loveland, Colorado. He led the network from 1954 till his death in 1988 when his son Michael Cecil (born 1935), the 8th Marquess of Exeter, became leader. Michael left the network, which had about 4000 members, in 1996 and two years later founded another more open New Age centre in Ashland, Oregon, known as “The Ashland Institute.” The network and institute still exist and both have websites. Michael and his son Anthony once owned the Bridge Creek Estate at 100 Mile House which eventually became an equestrian and cattle ranch comprising 4600 acres. It was listed for sale for $6,500,000.00 in 2014.
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During the summer of 1868, Lord Cecil and James Dunlop participated actively in an evangelistic campaign with Baptist believers in Ottawa and in townships in the Ottawa region on both sides of the Ottawa River. There was much blessing and hundreds of souls were converted. In Ottawa, Cecil and Dunlop preached to crowds of up to a thousand people at Her Majesty’s Theatre on Wellington St. and extensive reports on these meetings were published in the Ottawa Citizen. 
After Cecil and Dunlop came into fellowship with Brethren, in 1869 they returned to the areas of their evangelistic labours and sought to spread the teachings of the Brethren among the Baptists and those who had been converted the year before. This caused consternation among the Baptists but they were successful in persuading some in those areas to associate with Brethren. J.N. Darby made a reference to their efforts in this regard in one of his letters (Vol. 2, p. 87) where he says that “a very real work has been done” but that “the evangelists had in some places shut the door against themselves somewhat by preaching against the denominations and baptism, which alienated the minds of some.”
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