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EDITOR'S CHANGE OF ADDRESS

As a number of letters in regard to Truth and Tidings (as well as
personal mail), has been delayed or has gone astray because of an old
or incorrect address, we draw our correspondent’s attention again to
the correct one.—A. W. Joyce, 26 Munro Blvd., Willowdale, Ont., Canada.

SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE

We would remind those whose subscriptions are due to kindly remit
as soon as possible. With the March issue we will include a notice of
expiry, but this involves considerable work, which prompt remittal will
avoid. We presume that those who receive the notice in March and
do not attend to it, do not wish to renew, and the April number will
not be forwarded.

A number of orders have been received for bound volumes of
1953, which we expect to mail before January 20. As our number is
limited, kindly place your order as soon as possible to avoid disappoint-
ment. The price for the bound volume is $2.50 post free to any address.

We appreciate the many new subscriptions recently received, and
are thankful to be able to mention that every year since our commnce-
ment has seen an increase over the year before.

SASKATCHEWAN

TAYLORSIDE, SASK.—C. H. Willoughby writes, “I had over two
weeks’ meetings with a chart on Lev. 3, the attendance was splendid
as farmers are not so busy now, and the roads were excellent, I was 81
on November 5. With the exception of brethren J. Ronald and A. Wilson
we have no one pioneering on new ground in ‘Manitoba or Saskatchewan.”

MERVIN, SASK.—A. Wilson had two weeks in the Gospel after the
fall conference, a young man professed to be saved. He then went to
join J. Ronald in his new portable hall in ROBLIN, MAN.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MAN.—J. Ronald and A. W. Joyce expect
to commence Gospel meetings on January 17.

ARBORFIELD, SASK.—G. McKinley had some ministry meetings

- here and at TAYLORSIDE.

GLEN EWEN, SASK.—A. Wilson and J. Gray ministered the word

at Glen Ewen and had an appreciated week end at BRANDON.






22 TRUTH and TIDINGS

good to us when first we trusted in Christ as our Saviour. “Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:6). And we can truly sing,

“My love is oftimes low,
My joy still ebbs and flows,
But peace with Him remains the same,
No change Jehovah knows.”

It is solemnly true, however, that there is a sense in which peace
is not enjoyed by many of God’s people. We refer to the PEACE OF
GOD, the constant enjoyment of peace in the heart, the absence of
anxious care against which the Lord warned His disciples in Matt.
6:25, 27 and 31. We are saved, but are we fretful? are we anxious?
are we discontented? are we fearful of the future? Of this aspect of
peace another well known hymn-writer penned the words,

“O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear!
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.”

When we do not obey the injunction in Phil. 4:6, “Be careful for
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
givig let your requests be made known to God, “then we do not ex-
perience the blessing of the following verse, “And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.”

Tt is always disobedience, in some form or another which robs
the Christian of the peace of God. If the reader has not been bap-
tized, knows from the Word he should be yet is disobedient, peace of
heart is lost. Perhaps the call of the Lord has been heard, “This do
in remembrance of Me” (1 Cor. 11:24), but to be scripturally car-
ried out, this involves separation from the world and fellowship in
an assembly of God, and the sacrifice is too great or self will prevails,
and peace is lost. Most of our readers, however, are no doubt already
in assembly fellowship, but are we dabbling with the world, following
its fashions, imitating its ways, loving its company? (1 John 2:15).
This disobedience will as effectually rob us of our peace as it did Lot
so long ago. Are we in an unequal yoke in business? Are we med-
dling with the world’s politics? (2 Cor. 6:14). Peace will depart from
the heart when any worldly yoke is assumed in disobedience to the
plain command of the Lord. Young Christian, are you keeping com-
pany with a worldling? You will not enjoy the peace of God till you
break that link, once and forever. No temporal prosperity, no earthly
joy, no fleshly ambition howsoever dear will compensate for the loss
of the peace of God in the heart and soul.
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tions for the work, and thus their work was either right or wrong.
Because we read that “they had done it as the Lord had commanded”
(Exod. 39:43), we also read: “Then a cloud covered the tent of
the congregation and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”
In the offering of the sacrifices, as given in Leviticus, there were
definite instructions given, and while God in mercy forgave théir
errors, as in the case of the sin offering which by mistake had been
burnt (Lev. 10:16), yet there could be but one correct order for these.

One prominent cause of Israel’s failure as a testimony for God,
and of their being set aside and carried into captivity, was their failure
to maintain a clear-cut separation from other nations. What Balak
could not do in bringing a direct curse upon Israel by enchantments,
he accomplished upon advice from Balaam, through encouraging them
to compromise. The intermingling of Israel with the Moabites (Num-
bers 25) brought down the curse of God upon Israel, nor was that
terrible plague from ‘God stayed until the thing had been judged in
a drastic manner. No doubt some would have reasoned that a degree
of social intercourse would make their testimony for God more effec-
tive, but they were soon doing as abominably as the Moabites, and
while God would and did tolerate that in the heathen, He would not
allow His people to do thus.

‘When we consider that peculiar testimony which later God raised
up, and which He calls His church, we find it is marked as positively
separate from both religious Israel and the ungodly world. The devil,
as a roaring lion, sought to destroy its early testimony by ruthless
persecution, but ‘the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the
Church”. Then his tactics changed, and as an angel of light, he
(as did that wicked prophet Balaam) accomplished an extreme degree
of harm to the Church’s testimony through winning her over to com-
promise.

The unconverted children of Christian parentage were treated as
Christians, because of this relationship. They were accepted as com-
municants, and with others (who for mingled reasons desired to form
part of the no-longer-hated but somewhat popular Christian commun-
ity) were looked upon as, and bore the name of Christians. Reared
in Christian homes, the younger generations could not be called
heathen, therefore who were they if not Christians? Lack of faith-
fulness in dealing with them as unregenerate souls, until they were
converted, resulted in an intermingling of saved and unsaved, and
in a confusion which all but wrecked the testimony of what was a
mighty power for God, when “all that believed were together,” (Acts
2:44), and of the rest durst no man join himself unto them” (Acts
5:13).

A different evil was also prevalent from the Church’s earliest days.
Teachers moved among them who insisted upon an intermingling of
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must be regulated by the Word of God. A man is “not crowned,
except he strive lawfully” (2 Tim. 2:5). Let us deliver our messages
faithfully from the platform, be it the love of God, or warnings to
flee from the wrath to come, the urgency of being saved now, or
descriptions of the judgment which awaits the unbeliever.. The Holy
Spirit will do the work of convicting of sin (John 16:8). And of
revealing Christ to the soul; “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17).

Third. What about staying behind to be spoken to? Many a
person has been led to Christ in this way, including the writer. This
is one form of personal work, of which we have many examples in
the Word of God — Nicodemus in John 3, Zacchaeus in Luke 19,
the Philippian jailer in Acts 16, etc. But does it not give a peculiar
joy, when at the close of a meeting, one confesses with the mouth,
“I trusted Christ as my Saviour while you were preaching.” This
seems to be what took place in the house of Cornelius, while Peter was
preaching. (Acts 10).

Fourth. Are there not some who have a false profession, and
who go on for years thinking all is well, then find out under plain
and faithful preaching that they have been deceived? This question
we answer in the words of another. “In regard to empty professors,
remember,” says Rutherford, “many go far on, and reform many
things, and can find tears as Esau did, and suffer hunger for truth
as Judas did, and wish and desire the end of the righteous as Balaam
did, and profess fair fight for the Lord as Saul did, and desire saints
to pray for them as Pharaoh did, and prophesy and speak of ‘Christ as
Caiaphas did, and walk softly and mourn for fear of judgment as
Ahab did, and hear the Word of God gladly as Herod did: and yet
all these are but the gold on clink and colour, and are watered brass
and base metal.” Although it is not the chief theme or purpose of
the First Epistle of John, yet that Epistle could be designated, “The
Testing of Christian Profession.” Three times in chapter 1, we find
the expression, “If we say,” and three times in chapter 2, “He that
saith,” and in each case the context shows that “saying” is not suffi-
cient proof of reality. Then in chapter 3 verse 7, the apostle says,
“Little children, let no man deceive you.”

In closing let us plainly state, it is not always the preachers’ fault
that empty professions are made; some will profess in spite of the
preacher; and some give up their profession apart from any effort of
the preacher along that line. Some years ago, in conversation with
the late Mr. David Oliver, we asked him, “Did any profess to be saved
during your recent meetings at C-?” He replied in his characteristic
way, “No, not one, but the next best thing happened, two were un-
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God through the preaching of the gospel and believes it, that moment
they are born into God’s family and for the first time can say “Abba
Father”, (Romans 8:15). To such there is imparted a spiritual nature
so that there can be a true enjoyment of spiritual things (2 Peter 1:4).

‘One can see from what has been said that the believer, because
of two births has two natures. Their source, desires and purposes are
different. They can never be reconciled (Romans 8:7). As oppon-
ents they will strive for the mastery and make the believer’s life the
scene of their conflict (Galatians 5:17). The joy of the Christian will
depend on which one is gaining the victory.| The new nature will be
the overcomer if it is fed and sustained by spiritual things, and the
old nature starved by being refused the carnal things it loves (1 Peter
2:11). Starvation means the weakening of the enemy’s power. This
in itself is the secret of victory.

HIS BAPTISM. Baptism is clearly a New Testament doctrine.
The baptism by John the Baptist must be distinguished from Christian
baptism. Paul makes a difference by re-baptizing some of John’s dis-
ciples (Acts 19:1-5). Baptism is commanded by the Lord in Matthew
28 and Mark 16. It is carried out by Peter in Acts 2 and by Phillip
in Acts 8. The doctrine is explained in Romans 6, the burial of a
dead man. In Acts 16 we see a whole household being baptized, not
as a household but as individual believers, confessing their faith in
Christ in God’s appointed way.

The subject of baptism has been assailed by many. Some have
substituted it by infant sprinkling and baby immersion. This erroneous
teaching has been held by many professed believers in Christ. It
strikes at the very foundation of gospel truth and paves the way for
Satanic counterfeits. Others teach it is essential to salvation. To
this we would say salvation is never based on baptism but on faith
in Christ (Ephesians 2:8). It is essential, however, to the carrying
out of God’s Word, and is the answer of a good conscience toward
God (1 Peter 3:21). There is another school of thought prevalent
in many assemblies, which teaches baptism is not essential to local
church fellowship. This encourages the reception of non-baptized
believers. A careful reader of the New Testament can see that all the
teaching of the Epistles is for baptized believers. Assemblies were
composed of immersed ones. Nowhere do we get the example of one
in the assembly who was not baptized. This dangerous teaching tends
to set aside the Word of God, and paves the way for unscriptural re-
ception. Examples of this latter point are in abundance. Recently
a sister was on a visit to a certain city. On Lord’s day she presented
herself to the assembly. Her letter of commendation was in order but
when questioned about baptism she frankly admitted she had never
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To such dear ones it surely will come as a shock to be told that
in the 7 final messages, sent from heaven by the Risen, Glorified Lord
to His Assemblies on earth, He did not make one single direct reference
to the preaching of the Gospel! Indeed, one lesson we might glean
from Rev. 2-3 is that, while the spread of the Glad Tidings is of the
greatest importance, IT IS NOT INTENDED TO BE THE CHRIS-
TIANS’ CHIEF CONCERN.

'If you care to take a few minutes to skim over those 7 short mes-
sages, making notes of what the Lord was expecting from the As-
semblies, you will discover for yourself the things your Master is look-
ing for. I shall leave them for your own searching out.

Oh no, Beloved! As one who thinks he has known a small measure
of zeal in Gospel work, let me urge you to remember that God does
not call upon us to be on fire for the Gospel, alone.

A literal rendering of Gal. 4:17a would be: “Right it is to be
zealous in a right thing at all times” — suggesting that our zeal may
require to reach out to more than one thing. Hence the Holy Spirit
stresses in the Word the need for: BEING “ON FIRE” (so to speak)
to learn, and to enter into HIS PURPOSES concerning ourselves,
and concecrning the Assembly of the Saints, as well as for the lost.
Rom. 12:1 was written so that Rom. 12:2 could be penned — which
not a few seem to have failed to notice. Then, referring to “that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”, exhortations follow
pertaining to service in the Assembly. Hence T suggest:

“ON FIRE” TO DO HIS WILL from every angle (Col. 1:9-10)
is His desire for each of us — whether it be to proclaim the Gospel . . .
or to live it . . . or to scrub floors . . . or to suffer affliction . . . or to
witness for Christ . .. or to clean gtables . . . or to engage in personal
work . . . or to muck around in a mine or a ship’s hold . . . or to battle
with handicaps . . . or to care for the sick . . . or to try to raise a family
for God in 3 rooms . . . or to continue to endure unendurable people
. or to take the children the 3 day’s journey into the wilderness of
your separation unto the Lord, even though they are not yet saved
—and the other Christians don’t do it . . . In other words, let’s put
our zeal to work in the proper places first of all!

You see, it’s like this: the bitter truth that sinners have so little
interest in God’s salvation — may it not be, to some degree, BECAUSE
WE ARE POOR ADVERTISEMENTS FOR ITS WORTH?

And if the Assembly seems devoid of any vital Spiritual power,
could it be that it is because so many of us are not entering into God’s
purpose that it shall be “an habitation of God through the Spirit”?
(Eph. 2:22).
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And so I make my appeal, to my own heart, to older Christians,
as well as sto the young:

IF WE ARE TO BE “ON FIRE” FOR ANY THING, LET IT
FIRST BE TO GET OURSELVES BACK INTO THE VITAL
CURRENTS OF THE THOUGHTS OF OUR GOD.

'Who will deny that it is dangerously easy to take too much for
granted?

HONEST CONFESSION

If you are confessing a fault, do it honestly. A common way of
confessing is to say, “If I have offended you, I am sorry” — “Perhaps
I was rather quick” — “If so, I am willing to apologize.” Now there
is no real confession there. If you have a godly sorrow for what you
have done, there will be no ifs. You will candidly say, “I have sinned,
I spoke in the flesh — will you forgive me?” An honest confession of
this kind is a sure sign of growth in grace.

‘When a carnal believer has to make an apology, he casts about
in his mind how to do it without humbling himself. He finds he
must confess, yet he would fain stand on his dignity all the while.
He prefaces his confession with an if or a perhaps, as if to show that
maybe he has not been in the wrong after all! This often goes by the
name of “Confessing your faults one to another.” There is little in
this corresponding to scriptural confession. This kind of a confession
may sooth the conscience of a believer who is not walking in the light.
One who is walking in the light will not hesitate to humble himself
when he needs to do it; nor will he flinch from saying, “I acted in the
flesh”, even at the risk of it becoming known among the saints that
Brother So-and-So had to confess he was wrong.

THE BRIGHT SIDE

Blessed be God, there is a bright side. The Church which Christ
is building is impregnable and “the gates of Hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matt. 16). The Church, too, as Christ’s body and bride
—the nearest and dearest of all to Him—is being nourished, cherished,
sanctified, cleansed, and loved with an eternal love, and awaits her
presentation to ‘Christ in spotlessness and in glory (Eph. 5:25-32).
The Church in this aspect is secure now and forever; and is loved,
too, now and forever. On the Divine side all is bright and certain.
Not a member of the Body of Christ shall perish. Every soul who has
sailed with Paul shall without doubt reach the heavenly shore — even
if the cordage be rent, the sail in shreds, and the ship in pieces
(Acts 27:44).
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“This world is a wilderness wide,
I have nothing to seek or to choose;
T’ve no thought in the waste to abide;
I have nought to regret nor to lose.”

The name of the writer of this hymn is more widely associated
with his expositions of the Scriptures than with him hymns; but al-
though J. N. Darby’s hymns are few in number, as might be expected,
they are rich in scriptural matter.

John Nelson Darby was the youngest son of John Darby of Leap
Castle, King’s County, Ireland. He was born at Westminster, Nov.
18th, 1800, and was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, winning
the medal for classics in 1819. Subsequently he was called to the
Irish Bar, for which his father had intended him, but God wrought
in his soul with power, and to his father’s displeasure, he left the Bar
to give himself to the service of Christ, and became a clergyman.
While riding on horseback, the animal fell, resulting in Mr, Darby
being laid aside for more than three months. During this time, while
reading his Bible a number of truths were revealed to him which
gripped his soul. Among these were, “not churches but the one
Church is the bride and body of Christ”, “the Holy Spirit now dwells
in the Church, uniting it to Christ in glory,” “the return of the Lord
to take His bride to be with Himself,” etc. This marked a new period
in the life of J. N. Darby. About that time he became acquainted
with Mr. J. G. Bellett who in turn introduced him to a number of
the early influential brethren, among whom were Lord Congleton, and
Mr. Edward Cronin, who already had begun to meet in the Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Soon Mr. Darby took his place along with
them.

Tt is recorded that while journeying with a companion they step-
ped aside from the road to rest, and while his companion rested, Mr.
Darby wrote, “This world is a wilderness wild,” etc. Some say the
spot overlooked Lake Kilarney, but this is not certain. Mr. Darby’s
hymns also include —

“O Lord, Thy love’s unbounded!
So sweet, so full, so free!

My soul is all transported,
Whene’er I think on Thee.”
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which ranks as one of his best, and—
“Hark! ten thousand voices crying,
‘Lamb of God!’ with one accord;
Thousand, thousand saints replying,
Wake at once the echoing chord.”

Also from his pen —
“Rise, my soul! thy God directs thee;
Stranger hands no more impede;
Pass thou on; His hand protects thee,
Strength that has the captive freed.”

All of which are in the “Believers’ Hymn Book.”

Darby travelled in many countries of Europe, also visiting Am-
erica, the West Indies, and New Zealand, ministering the Word and
founding assemblies of Christians, who rejoiced in the wonderful
truths he revealed to them from the Word of God. He devoted with
untiring energy the greater part of a busy life, to the expositioon of
the Scriptures. His “Synopsis of the Books of the Bible” are a lasting
monument to his memory. His last days were spent at Bournemouth,
where he fell asleep in Jesus on April 29th, 1882, in his 82nd year.
One writer says of “J. N. D.”, “He lived in his Bible and recom-
mended thinking in Scripture.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Send all questions to Hector Alves
338 W. King Edward Ave., Vancouver 10, B.C.

Question. At what time in Paul’s life did the experience de-
scribed in Romans chapter 7 take place; before the Damascus road
incident, or after?

Answer. Regarding Romans chapter 7, opinions are divided,
and the names of able men are found on various sides of the ques-
tion. Some commentators and teachers explain the chapter as the
experience of the sinner struggling with his sin in a vain effort to
master his passions, and so reform himself. They suggest that Romans
7 may refer to the experience of the apostle on the Damascus road,
when he saw that instead of serving God, he was really doing the
opposite. But the understanding of this chapter does not revolve on
the question of whether the person is saved or lost. The subject is
“the law of God”, and the picture is of a man under law, who knows
its demands, but who, in every attempt to keep it, finds himself de-
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feated on account of indwelling sin. This experience the apostle gives
is his own, but it could have been that of any unregenerate person
who attempts to keep the law by his own will or power, such as the
sincere young man of Mark 10:17-20 who said “Master, all these have
I kept from my youth.” Looking at Romans 7 as the apostle’s own
cxperience, the objection to its applying to him in his unconverted
days is found in the words of verse 22, “For I delight in the law of
God after the inward man.” An unconverted person does not delight
in the law of God. Nor would he have such knowledge of the nature
of sin, nor entertain and express such a hatred of it, as there is found
in this chapter. The experience alone could be that of an unregener-
ate person, but the context makes clear that in this case it is not so.

We believe this to be the experience of a genuine Christian; many

a child of God has had it, and does have it, but certainly it is not
normal Christian experience. Typical Christian experience is found
in verses 4 to 6, “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ. . . . Now we are delivered from the
law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” Also in chapter
8 verses 1 and 2; “There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus,” etc. The experience of Romans 7, verses
14 to 25 is usually regarded as a struggle which takes place at an
immature stage of the Christian’s life, and ends when the believer has
had revealed to him the complete deliverance from the law through
the work of Christ (verse 6). We sometimes hear the remark made
concerning such a person, “He is still in the seventh of Romans, but
may soon get into the eighth chapter.”

The experience of Romans 7 could scarcely be called a conflict
between the flesh and the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not mentioned
in all of the first seven chapters of Romans, (except for a passing
reference in chapter 5 verse 5) but when we come to chapter 8 there
are numerous references to His Person and work in the believer. In
a word, it could be said that this chapter gives us the account of a
child of God endeavouring to live up to the demands of the law in
his or her own strength alone, and acknowledges defeat in verse 24.
‘O wretched man that T am! who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?” Triumph comes at the end of this chapter with, “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Victory comes in chap-
ter 8. —H.A,

The Truth, like Him Who gave it, will always be a sign that shall
be spoken against.






EAST BOSTON, MASS.—The opening of a tidy new hall at 85
Putnam St. was the occasion of a happy conference on December 19
and 20, when numbers from other assemblies gathered to join in thanks-
giving and to profit by the Word. The ministry was in English and
Italian, those sharing in this and in the Gospel were, W. H. Ferguson,
J. F. Pearson, G. 'G. Johnston, L. Rosania, F. Pizzulli, R. Capiello, G.
McCullough, W. Elder, L. Netti and N. Vendetta. G. G. Johnston
remained for a week of appreciated ministry meetings.

MANCHESTER, IOWA—L. E. McBain and O. L. MacLeod were
encouraged by conversions to God in recent Gospel meetings, and the
assembly was cheered and helped. Brother MacLeod returned home sick
and will have to rest from meetings to recover strength.

VENEZUELA

Brother Wm. Williams writes, “We have had four hard spells this
year, building halls by day and preaching by night, which is like
‘burning the candle at both ends.” But the Lord has given us a good
year, and there has been a goodly number won for the Lord. Around
130 have been baptized, six new halls have been built, and three assem-
blies formed, so we have every reason to bless and praise His holy
Name. We do thank the Lord for His kindness to us through His
beloved people, far and near. We have been six years here (at this
time) and have let all the younger workers home for a change. Now
that Mr. Saword and Mr. Milne are back, we may be free to take a
change in the coming year if it be the Lord’s will.”

WITH CHRIST

SOUTH RIVER, ONT.—Qur brother Ed Steen went home to be
with Christ suddenly on December 28th, at the age of 75. He was
saved about 50 years ago, and for the 40 years lived in South River
where he was a great help in the assembly and in the surrounding dis-
trict, and will be greatly missed. Pray for his widow and the little
assembly.

MERLIN, ONT.—Our dear sister, Mrs. Annie Jones went home
on December 13, aged 69. She was saved 48 years ago, and in happy
fellowship with the assembly for many years, leaving a ‘good testimony.
She is survived by her husband and six daughters. J. H. Blackwood
preached the Word at the funeral to a large company.

CHICAGO, ILL.—Our brother, A. L. Patton, was called home sud-
denly and peacefully November 6, aged 67. He was saved over 50
Years ago and was gathered out in the Grace Gospel Hall in 1948, He
ed the singing of 110 B/H.B., “Hasting to that blissful morning, we
joy in Thee,” and the next Lord’s Day he was at home with Him. Words
of comfort and warning were given to a good company of relatives and
friends at the funeral by T. Williams Sr., and 'C. J. Schneider.

LANGLEY PRAIRIE, B.C.—Our sister in the Lord, Miss E. Morgan,
departed to be with Christ December 24, aged 65. She was saved in
England and was baptized and received into fellowship just over a
year ago. The services were taken by bren. E. Chambers and A. Wilson,
and the Word was faithfully spoken.
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TIDINGS

WINNIPEG, MAN.—Wm. Williams is ministering the Word and
speaking of the Lord’s work in Venezuela.

WELLAND, ONT.—Several have obeyed the word of the Lord in bap-
tism and have been received into fellowship as a result of the Gospel
and ministry meetings by G. P. Taylor. This has been a great cheer to
the saints here.

CHARLTON, ONT.—B. Widdifield is having meetings, seeking to
help the saints. David and John Adams are having some ministry meet-
ings in the different assemblies in this district, which have been much
appreciated. They expected to call at Huntsville for a few meetings.

ARNSTEIN, ONT.—Stanley Simms and W. Cudmore were expected
for Gospel meetings.

SAULT STE. MARIE, ONT.—Brother R. H. Davis writes of Gos-
pel meetings held by A. Dellandrea resul*ing in quite a number pro-
fessing faith in Christ. Some who have been prayed for for thirty years.

TORONTO, ONT.—Brother Nicol of Australia has had ministry meet-
ings in various assemblies. T. T. McCullough is expected for Gospel
meetings in the Broadview Ave, hall.

SARNIA, ONT.—C. Patrizio had some interesting visits and cottag
meetings among the Italians. .

THETFORD MINES, QUE.—N. Gratton continues to give help here
and also continues the cottage meeting at Farnham East. J. Spreeman
also was at Farnham and called at Shawinigan Falls on his way home

BUCKINGHAM, QUE.—V. Davy and B. Grainger have had visit:
and cottage meetings in nearby towns and country area with good in
terest, and some professing. The former went on to St. Honore an
Rollet, and the latter continued on with the meetings. i

MONCTON, N.B.—The conference was large and good with nine
sharing in the ministry. Five men from St. John, N.B., were baptized
which has been an encouragement to Geo. Heidman who continues in
that city. Bren. Fletcher and Hunter continued with Gospel meetings
after the conference.

BADDECK, CAPE BRETON.—Andy Aiken and Bert Joyce are see-
ing the Lord’s Hand in Gospel meetings.

LIVERPOOL, N.S.—J. McCracken and R. Mcllwaine expect to start
meetings at Beech Meadows near Liverpool.

DETROIT, MICH.—The correspondent of the Italian assembly i
now Joseph Bava, 3208 E. Outer Drive, Detroit 34, Mich. Cesare Patrizid
had a month of good meetings, one professed and two have been added

to the assembly.
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Robert came to Canada in 1938 to serve the Lord and ha
laboured faithfully with his brother John in the Maritimes sinct
that time. God honoured his preaching of the Gospel in the salvatior
of souls, especially in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. He taugh
and practised the truth of God and went on unswervingly to the enc
of his course here below, and will be greatly missed by the assemblie
of God in Eastern Canada.

About five hundred gathered from far and near for the funera
services in the Moncton Gospel Hall. Brother Henry Fletcher spok:
on the Grace of God which was not in vain in our brother’s Salvatior
in his Service, and in his later years, in his Suffering. Brother Alber
Ramsay followed with a faithful word in the Gospel. Brother Andrev
Aiken read and spoke briefly from 1 Cor. 15 at the graveside.

Remember specially in prayer his widow and two young boys
also his aged father and mother in Belfast; his brother John anc
three sisters make up the family who mourn his loss and look forwar
to the reunion at our Lord’s return.

CONVERSION AND LIFE OF R. W. McCRACKEN

Robert W. McCracken was born in Ballymena, N. Ireland o
Sept. 25, 1912. His father and mother earnestly sought his conversios
at an early age, and rejoiced together when, at the age of 17, he wa
awakened and saved. Like many others he sought the pleasures o
sin, and chafed at the restraint of a godly home.

He was sobered by the sudden death of a school-mate and of :
school-teacher. Then two of his Sunday school teachers died, on
after the other, and deepened conviction in his soul. At Gospe
meetings held by Mr. David Walker of Aberdeen, in the Ballyhacka
more Gospel Hall, Belfast, he was made to feel the powers of th
world to come. Several in his own home tried to point him to Christ
Finally his mother said, “Better let the Lord do His own work,” an
we all left the room.

In despair, Robert reached up and took a Bible from the mantle
piece. Opening at Isaiah 53:5 he read, “But he was wounded fo
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisemen
of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed.’
He made this his own, inserting the word “my” for “our”, etc. /
few minutes later he came out and told us that Christ was his. Th
next day, when writing his father about what had taken place, h
got real joy, and peace which remained with him until he wa
called home 25 years later. Thus on the 13th of October, 1929, t

use his own words, “my soul among the saved was counted in.”

Soon he obeyed the Lord in baptism and gathered with th
saints in the Name of the Lord Jesus. This truth he held dearly anc
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THE OLD PATHS
A. W. Joyce
Jere. 6:16

What are these old paths some talk so much about? How old
are they anyway? Questions like these are asked, sometimes with
a touch of irritation in the voice, on some occasions with considerable
resentment and even, sad to say, with contempt. Let us consider the
speaker and then.the lesson brought before us by the One Who
coined the expression “THE OLD PATHS.”

“THUS SAITH THE LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk
therein.” The writer was struck by the number of conference notices
sent in last month in which the assembly correspondent wrote,
“Servants of the Lord who walk in the old paths will be welcome
to minister the Word.”

First let us notice that the verse opens by striking a most
authoritative note, “Thus saith the Lord.” Even if it had begun
with “Thus saith Jeremiah” it would be worthy of deep consideration,
but this message is from the Lord Himself. Surely no Christian can
object to a message prefixed by such an assertion—it is God Who
speaks. Of course one might say, “I object, not to the message, but
to the application of it to the present time.” Before looking at what
the message may mean to us, let us look at what the message meant
to those to whom it was directly given, the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin (see verse 1 of Jere. 6) and Jerusalem, just before the
destruction of the city by the army of Nebuchadnezzar.

In 1 Kings 3:5, 400 years before Jeremiah brought his message
from the Lord, we read “In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night: and God said, ‘Ask what T shall give thee’.”
Solomon asked the Lord for wisdom, and his request so pleased God
that He not only granted his request, but added riches and honour,
but with a condition attached to the promise. “If thou wilt WALK
IN MY WAYS, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy
father David DID WALK, then T will lengthen thy days.” (verse
14). To Solomon, the old paths were simply the paths of obedience
to the commandments of the Lord, in which his father David had
walked before him. When the Lord appeared to Solomon the second
time in Gibeon, God said, “If thou wilt walk before Me” (1 Kings
9:4). Again, “If thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee,
and wilt walk in my ways . . . as David my servant did; then I will
be with thee.” (1 Kings 11:38).

Josiah was the last good king of Judah, and one of the best who
ever reigned in Jerusalem, and of him the Scripture records “He
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did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in
all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand
or the left.” (2 Kings 22:2). “And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat,
because he walked in the first ways of his father David, and sought
not unto Baalim, but sought to the Lord God of his father, and
walked in His commandments, and not after the doings of Israel.”
(2 Chron. 17:3-4).

Therefore Jeremiah’s message to Judah simply meant, “The old
paths are the paths of obedience to the Word of God, the paths
trodden by David and all others who led God’s people according to
God’s Word, in separation from the rebellious doings of Israel, and
from the idolatrous practices of the nations round about them. THE
ATTITUDE OF JUDAH TOWARDS THE OLD PATHS DE-
TERMINED THE APPROVAL AND BLESSING OF GOD, OR
THE DISAPPROVAL AND CONDEMNATION OF GOD. Con-
tinually we find such expressions, “He walked in the way of David”,
“He walked in His commandments”, or else “He walked not in the
ways of the Lord”, “He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel.”

In Jeremiah’s dark day the Lord appealed to His people to
stand, see and ask for the old paths. God assures them that it is
the “good way”, and exhorted them, “Walk therein”, and promised
them, “Ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Poor, backslidden, re-
bellious Judah said to Jeremiah, but actually to God Himself, “We
will not walk therein.”

When all of Israel’s blessing and reward depended upon obedience
to this call, shall we, dare we, brethren, contemptuously dismiss this
message of God as having no application to us to-day? “For what-
soever things were written aforetime were written for our learning”
(Rom. 15:4). God’s principles never change—present blessing and
future rewards depend upon walking the paths of obedience. There
is a growing tendency to criticize and question all that has been
done in the past, to remove the ancient landmarks which our fathers
have set (see Prov. 22:28), as the “traditions of brethren”. But one
may ask, are there not “old paths” which are wrong? Certainly
there are old paths of wickedness of which we read in the book of
Job, “Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trod-
den?” But the context in the Word of God makes very clear which
are the old paths of wickedness and which are the old paths of
righteousness and truth.

HOW OLD ARE THE “OLD PATHS?”

First, the “old paths” are as old as our fathers and those who
were the fathers of the assemblies in which it is now our happy
privilege to be in fellowship. As we have noticed from the Old
Testament, so oftentimes God referred to the good kings of Judah
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who walked in the ways of their father David, so in the New
Testament we have reference to those like Paul who laid the
foundations of the assemblies, “Though ye have ten thousand in-
structors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers” (1 Cor. 4:15).
“But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast
been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them” (2 Tim.
3:14). “Remember them that had the rule over you, which spake
unto you the Word of God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation” etc. .(Heb. 13:7, R.V.). These Scrip-
tures, and others which might have been quoted, certainly encourage
us to remember, honour and follow the men of God who went before
us, preaching the Gospel, gathering assemblies, and teaching us the
precious truths of God. We should follow them in the measure
in whiclr they followed Christ.

2. The “old paths” are as old as the great recovery of lost
and buried truths, well over a century ago, when God by His Spirit
and Word moved mightily in calling out of denominationalism His
people “outside the camp” and gathering them simply and only unto
the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Among the truths recovered
at that time were,

(a) The priesthood of all believers and the rejection of clerisy.

(b) Separation from the world in its varied forms.

(c) 'I:?e Sovereignty of the Spirit in worship and the control of

glits.

(d) The Lordship and Supremacy of Christ in the churches.

(e) The coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It might be helpful to notice here that all of the above recovered
truths are being attacked either openly or incipiently by modern
departure from early Scriptural simplicity.

The first, by the establishment of Bible schools to train preachers
—incipient clerisy.

The “open table” and laxity in regard to believer’s baptism and
reception brings the world into the assembly.

The introduction of organization, and the ‘“closed platform”,
music etc., quenches and grieves the Spirit.

The woman, leaving her God-given place of subjection and
silence to address meetings, to lead in women’s conferences, and,
either covertly or openly, to “usurp authority over the man,” by
dictating in the assemblies and on the “mission field”, attacks the
Lordship of Christ.

Lastly, the general influx of worldliness in our hearts, homes,
businesses and assemblies is robbing us of the power and freshness
of the truth of the coming again of the Lord Jesus.
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3. The “old paths” are as old as the blessed Word of God, the
Holy Scriptures, which after all are the only infallible source from
which our “fathers” or our “early brethren” learned and taught the
truth of God and laid down the paths for God’s people to tread
which have been a blessing down through the years. The “old
paths” then are as old as the Scriptures in which- they are revealed.

To any who may object that in the early days of recovered
assembly truth there were not the “walls” to which many object
to-day, we may point out that in the great Old Testament recovery
in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, the order was first the building
of the altar, worshipped restored, then the building of the city, and
lastly the building of the walls of separation which preserved the
work which had been done from being destroyed by the enemy.

' ‘WHAT ARE THE OLD PATHS?

Let us begin with the individual. The old path for the indi-
vidual child of God goes back to the early chapters of Genesis. It is
the PATH OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. “Enoch walked with
God, after he begat Methusaleh, three hundred years . . . Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” (Gen. 5:22
and 24). In the dark days preceding the flood, Enoch walked the
path of fellowship with God with unswerving consistency. In Gen.
6:9, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah
walked with God.” Amid the abounding iniquity and lawlessness of
days similar to our own, Noah walked with God. Later, as a pilgrim
and a stranger, Abraham walked as a testimony for God in the
promised land. In Gen. 17:1, God said, “I am the Almighty God;
walk before Me, and be 'thou perfect.” To walk in the old paths
means to walk in fellowship with God, with sins confessed, with the
spirit subject to God, to walk as a pilgrim and a stranger, “Content
to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss, my sinful self my only
shame, my glory, all the Cross.”

One of the old paths not nearly as much spoken about or trodden
as in the past is, the old path of SEPARATION. Why do we hear
so much less about this all-important truth than in past year? Is it
because it is less needed, or is it because it is less palatable? “And
God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from
the darkness.” (Gen 1:4). God is the Author of separation or
division of the light from the darkness. All through the Scriptures
God divides light from darkness, whether persons, the children of
light from the children of darkness, or principles, the principles of
truth from those of error. Let us be careful of trite sayings such as
“Separation is of God, but division is of the Devil.” We know what
is meant, but the statement is not correct. There is a separation
that is of God, there is a separation that is of the Devil; there is a
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division that is of God, and there is a division that is of the Devil.
The Lord Jesus said in Luke 12:51, “Suppose ye that I am come to
give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division.” See also,
John 7:43, 9:16, 10:19. The Person of Christ is the great Touch-
stone, the Teaching of Christ is the great test. Wherever the Gospel
is preached in power among sinners, it produces a division even
in famiiles as ‘“‘some believe, some believe not.” Wherever the truth
of God is preached in power the obedient believer must respond to it,
even though he may have to leave behind the disobedient or the
fearful. Needless to say, God will never send a man to sow discord
among, or separate or divide, an assembly of His people that is
seeking to go on in His ways, even though with much weakness and
failure where there is an open ear for His blessed Word. This would
be a separation or division from the Devil. The old path of separation
then would lead God’s people out of, and keep them out of, the
world in its every phase, which is the sphere of the Prince of darkness.

The “old path” for the assemblies is the path of OBEDIENCE
or subjection to the New Testament precepts and principles. To
walk in it will result in God’s people disowning every other name and
honouring only the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ as the gathering
centre, (see Matt. 18:20, which is not “only a prayer meeting”).
The assembly will be formed “according to the pattern” as we have
it in Acts 2:41:42, and in the epistles to the Corinthians. There will
be deep exerecise as to the material built into the assembly, that is,
there will be godly care in reception. There will be faithful ministry
that will both feed the people of God, and will strengthen them
to resist every unscriptural innovation that would mar the simplicity
of the assembly.

But we must close this article. May God help each one of us
to welcome, walk in, rejoice in, and continue to seek, the OLD
PATHS, and if so we will prove it indeed to be “the good way” in
which we shall find rest for our souls.

GOD’S WAY OF UNITY—By getting closer to Christ as revealed
in the Word, His people get closer to each other. As the rays of light
which are spread over all the earth, the higher men were to ascend
up them towards the sun, the nearer they would get to each other.
So by more hearty identification with Christ, and close following of
His Word, do Christians become increasingly knit to one another.

—Wwm. LincoLN

READING THE WORD—Every child of God is accountable for
using aright the time God has given for the reading of the Word. We
shall have to give an account to God of how we deal with it, and with
the Spirit, Who is its teacher.—R. C. CraPMAN.
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THE CHRISTIAN MASTER
G. G. Johnston

Condltlons which surround the Christian in life tend to affect
his sentiments more than is often realized. The communistic and
socialistic agitations that in recent years have so altered the condition
of employment have done much in some parts to alter the relations
between the employer and the employee, or, (speaking in the terms
of Scripture), the master and his servant.

The Word of God makes reference to good and bad in masters,
and warns those who abuse their employees of the consequences upon
themselves. The epistle of James, chapter 5, speaks of such as “keep
back by fraud the hire of the labourers,” while they themselves “heap
treasure together,” living in “pleasure on the earth”, and are wanton
(spending lavishly upon themselves). While it is unlikely that un-
converted employers will take heed to the warnings of Scripture, it
surely becomes all Christian employers to note its teachings and
exhortations to them, and to act accordingly. While some Christians
have an excellent testimony as employers, 1t is also regrettable that
some have acquired fame as exacting in their demands upon the
time and energy of those they employ, while keeping their wages on
a lower scale than is paid elsewhere.

The God-fearing in all ages have sought to maintain genial re-
lationships between themselves and their employees. Note the happy
conditions between the good man Boaz and those in his employ, as
he enters the field where his reapers are busy gathering in his harvest.
His pleasant salutation, as he approaches them, is returned by another
as hearty and expressive of satisfaction, for both he and they fear
the Lord. A question he asks of their foreman is answered in the
same pleasant terms in which it is asked, and in their relations to
each other the employer and the employee evidence mo ill-feeling.
The liberality with which he deals with the stranger, Ruth, in having
her share lunch with him and his employees in the field, commanding
his men to “let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her”.
would suggest a simplicity worth emulation, and an absence of greed
and selfishness on his part.

On the other hand, we note the actions of the churl, Nabal, of
Mount Carmel. The service rendered him by David in protection
of Nabal’s shepherds and his flocks, is not recognized in the least, and
when he is asked for a present in token of his appreciation, he replies
with the insolent question: “Who is David? . . . ‘Shall I take MY
bread, and MY water, and MY flesh . . . and give it unto mens
whom I know not whence they be?” (T Samuel 25:10).

It is not within the scope of this magazine to attempt to effect
any change in the attitude of employers, in general, toward their
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employees. Our purpose is to stir up the minds of our readers, who
are situated as employers and who tear the Lord, to a fuller recog-
nition before the Lord of their responsibility as such. Acknowledge-
ment of the fact that you also have a “Master” in heaven (Eph.
6:9), to whom full account must be rendered, should be a guide and
restraint, should you be tempted to fail in your responsibility toward
your employees.

THE BEAUTY OF CHRIST

I have been beholding the beauty of Christ in His members.
Some of His dear ones seem to be ever drinking of the spiritual
Rock that follows them; and they are already bearing the image of
the heavenly (1 Cor. 15:49). How fair they are! It may be the
world reckons them to be plain—very plain; yea, it may be that,
“no earthly beauty shines in them to draw the carnal eye.” Their’s
is the beauty of the Lord. Their faces shine, although, like Moses,
they know it not. Some of them may not be great in the church;
yet, in spirit, I sit at their feet. In observing that meek and quiet
spirit—the heavenly calm which surrounds their way, T feel myself
judged and rebuked—more so than by the most impassioned eloquence.
O, the eloquence of that quiet testimony for God! Who shall measure
its mighty results? Ever about their Father’s business—ever bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. How oft such humble
lightbearers have refreshed my spirit, although they knew it not!

When 1 am thus transported with these little beams from the
great Sun of Righteousness, I wonder what it will be when mine
eyes shall see the King. If I already behold such beauty in His
members, what a sight awaits me when I shall see Himself! Cheer
up, ye fainting ones; these eyes shall see the King in His beauty.
You need not doubt that He shall be the chiefest among ten thousand,
and altogether lovely. Has He not said, “I will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you?”
(John 16:22). And so shall we ever be with the Lord.

LATE AT MEETINGS
“A little less indulgence in the bed,
A little more contrivance in the head,
A little more of Jesus in the mind,
Would quite prevent you being so behind.”

A soul estranged from God will seek diversion in anything, yet
find satisfaction in nothing save in the Fountain of living waters which
he has forsaken.
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(3) Those who were left to follow the king, did so with “trem-
bling,” and even these were scattering from him (1 Sam. 13. 7, 8
and 11). This would surely indicate lack of confidence in themselves
and their leader, and they had good reason to fear the issue under
such a leader as Saul. Their morale was gone. How could such
faint-hearted men triumph over their more-aggressive Philistine foes?
History repeats itself. Many in our day are like these faint-hearts in
Saul’s day. They too feel unequal to the conflict, and would fain
avoid contending for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.
They would do almost anything rather than make a bold and de-
termined stand against the onslaughts and encroachments of the
enemies of the truth, so they hide their testimony at the very time
when they should be most prominently out-and-out for God. They
go into hiding. They will not declare themselves. They prefer not
to take sides, or else are wanting to make some kind of compromise.
Others, alas, are like the Israelites who fled over the Jordan, who
leave the fighting of the Lord’s battles to the few who choose to face
the enemy. They themselves will take no part in it. They have no
desire to fight, not even to defend the right, and would risk the loss
of precious truth rather than fight for it. Others there are, like the
people who followed their king. They are in the fight but with little
heart for it, and they follow trembling.

But where do we stand in this conflict with the world and the
enemies of truth? Alas, that so many ef the Lord’s redeemed are
rendered powerless because of compromise with earthly things! How
subtle is the enemy! How many and varied are his devices to en-
snare the people of God! How few seem able to detect and escape
from his wily ways! How few can say — ‘We are not ignorant of
his devices’ (2 Cor. 2. 11).

Two men, Jonathan and his armour-bearer, stood apart from
the rest of the people by their evident courage and faith in God.
It is refreshing to observe the courageous attitude of Jonathan and
his confidence in God as indicated in the words he addressed to his
young attendant; “And Jonathan said to the young man that bore
his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these
uncircumcised: it may be that the TLord will work for us, for there
is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1 Sam. 14. 6).

Jonathan’s armour-bearer was evidently a man of like spirit with
his master, for he replied: “Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee;
behold, T am with thee according to thy heart” (1 Sam. 14. 7).

Brave words were followed by daring deeds. Their venture of
faith was well rewarded. The enemy were unable to stand before
them, and a notable victory was achieved that day. The stand made
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by these two noble souls even drew the Israelites, who had hidden
themselves, into the battle (1 Sam. 14. 21-23). The courage of these
two men was infectious, and inspired even the laggards with a desire
not to be left out of the conflict, belated though their appearance
was. Oh, that God would give us in this day men of a like mind and
heart with Jonathan and his armour-bearer!

—Precious Seed.

THE PRIEST AND THE PUBLICAN

Come with me to a low beer-shop in one of the most degraded
districts in the metropolis, and, leaving behind the sights and scenes
belonging to the bar and parlor, ascend the staircase and gaze upon
the proprietor of the house. There he is! tossing restlessly on his bed,
the victim of vice and debauchery. His evil course of reckless god-
lessness is fast drawing to a close. With a high hand he has sinned
against God and His Christ, and has lived for half a lifetime amid
corruption of the foulest kind, until at last he lies dying, at what men
term the prime of life, his frame shattered and torn with disease.
“Some men’s sins go beforehand to judgment” seems terribly true of
him. There is no question as to his being a sinner, and a black one
too; he has served his master well, and the hard-earned wages of his
sin and folly are before him in all their naked reality—bEaTH, and
after death the JupeMENT.

Friends inquire anxiously,—‘‘Is there no hope of his recovery,
doctor?”

“None whatever here. I can hold out a faint hope upon condition
that he is removed to a hospital, as this noise and atmosphere are most
prejudicial to his recovery.”

Acting upon this advice, in the course of a few days the removal
is made, and the publican becomes the inmate of the W. Hospital,
and there we will leave him for a little. Meanwhile, T direct your gaze
to another scene.

Look! right up through the opened heavens, and see seated on the
throne of grace, at the right hand of God, crowned with glory and
honour, a Man——the risen Man—Christ Jesus, the Lord of Life and
Glory. He is seated, having rINisHED the work which His Father
gave Him to do. Once He hung between earth and heaven, the
lifted-up Son of Man a spectacle to men and angels. Calvary’s cross
displayed the sinless One made sin; and there, on that tree, He drank
to the dregs the cup of God’s wrath against sin. He bore and ex-
hausted there the wrath and judgment of God, which an endless
eternity in the lake, where the worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched, shall never exhaust. He was there as the substitute for
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sinners, not as the doer of the sins for which He suffered. So that now
the message of pardon, peace and eternal life can be sent by God
from that bright glory in which Jesus is seated, to this lost, ruined
world, and that blessed One can make known the riches of His grace
to such an one as the occupant of that bed in the wretched beer-shop.

Let us turn to him again, now that he is lying in the long ward
in W Hospital. He is not alone. By his bedside sits a gray-headed
soldier, once fighting the battles of the country, but now having on
the helmet of salvation, armed with the sword of the Spirit-—the Word
of God—and fighting the good fight of faith. To the poor, sinful
sufferer he is telling of pardon, of blood so precious that it avails
even for him—that God has come down as a giver, not a claimer,—
as a Saviour-God, to deliver, not to condemn. Will the poor man,
just upon the brink of eternal death, refuse such an offer, so suited to
him as a lost sinner? Alas! the words of love have no charm for him,
and, with evident distaste, he turns away his head. Thus repulsed,
the old soldier leaves the bedside. He has grown gray in serving his
Lord, and has often suffered, even to personal injuries, whilst pro-
claiming the gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ, and,
knowing that he is a messenger of the Lord, he can but feel that the
message being refused is a solemn thing. The old soldier leaves the
sick ward, with its long row of narrow pallets, only to pray for the
poor man’s soul.

Often and often during the fast-ebbing days of the sick man’s life
did the Lord Jesus send His messages of love and grace by the soldier’s
lips to the dying man, committing the word to the Lord of the harvest.

Not many hours after one of the old soldier’s visits, another occu-
pant of the chair by his bedside might have been seen. He was clad
in approved clerical garb, youthful in appearance, and pervaded by
an air of sanctity. He thus addressed the dying man: “You are soon
to leave this scene, my poor man. You have been a very bad man.
Now, I am a priest. If you are contrite, and confess your sins to me,
I will pray to God and read the absolution.”

With an almost superhuman effort, and with horror depicted on his
face, the poor sufferer raised himself up and said, “Go away from me.
Go away from me. THERE Is ONLY ONE MEpIATOR BETWEEN GoOD
AND MaN, THE MAN CHRIST JEsUs, and I don’t want you.”

He sank back exhausted with fatigue. Upon recovering, he asked
if he might see the “old soldier”, who was soon at his bedside listen- |
ing with breathless interest to the publican recounting the riches of
God’s grace to him. The old soldier heard to his joy that, as the
dying man lay upon his bed, the Word had, in the power of the Holy
Ghost, sunk down into conscience and heart, telling of his guilt, but
making efficacious the blood that cleansed away that guilt, and that
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WHO WAS MOST TO BLAME?
Mervyn Paul

“Aw, why can’t we have one? There’s lots of good programs on
it. They aren’t all bad. Ricky’s father has just bought one; and I'm
sure he’s a good ‘Christian man.”

“I don’t think it’s right for us to go in for such worldly things,”
his father replied rather lamely. His resistance had been undermined
somewhat by the news that another overseeing brother had yielded to
irresponsible ’teen-age pressure.

“Oh Dad! That’s what you always say. That’s what you said
about buying the car: but you got it paid for all right. Anyway we
all would be glad to help pay for it, wouldn’t we? he asked of the
others of the family.

When all quickly agreed to Junior’s enthusiastic proposal, their
father, most reluctantly, promised to think it over.

Some weeks later, worn down by arguments and constant “need-
ling”, plus Mother’s plea that the young people simply had to have
something, their father bought the T -V set (on time) and had it
duly installed.

Their children were thrilled with it beyond words. The average
32 hours per week of screen viewing was exceeded several times in
the months that followed. And while before its coming peace and
quiet normally ruled in the family circle, all was changed quickly.
For just as soon as the young people reached home, debatings loud
and furious as to which program should be turned on became the
order of the day.

Poor Mother — poor, dear, foolish Mother! — did her best to
umpire proceedings with pleadings and cajolery mixed with tearful
semi-scoldings. She had long since given up as too old-fashioned the
“child-training and counsel of the Lord” (See Eph. 6:4) as recorded
by the Holy Spirit in that incomparable text-book on “applied psy-
chology’, the Book of Proverbs. Her information re the business of
bringing up children had been gained, largely, from what she had
read in magazines (not the Bible) and heard in P. T. A. (Home and
School Club) meetings. From her own childhood she had secretly
resented the rather strict way in which her Christian parents had
raised her. However, in absorbing the “new ideas” that called for
more liberty for “self-expression”, avoidance at all costs of the alleged
fearsome consequences of Inhibitions and Frustrations, and of causing
her children to feel “unwanted”, etc., etc., she had not stopped to
enquire what sort of persons the authors of these theories were. The
Interest, Self-realization, Self-integration ideals of “progressive edu-;
cation” seemed to her a great improvement on those which had ob
tained in her girlhood. But won’t she be ashamed at the Judgment

|
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Seat of Christ to learn that she rejected the unfailing correct teachings
of the Holy Spirit to accept those proferred by unbelievers, agnostics,
and even an atheist!

Well, as I started out to say, Mother’s ability to control matters
was not noticeable,

As for Father — well, he hasn’t gotten rid of that bad T-V taste
in his figurative mouth yet. He still carries on in the meetings, of
course. But say what you will, he just isn’t the same. The old fervour
in spirit went out when the set came in. What really nags him is the
knowledge that other Christians in the assernbly have decided that
since he and Brother X have had it installed in their homes, it must
be all right. So they have followed their leaders. The fact is that
that verse in Isa. 9:16 hurts him constantly.

But the young folks surely do enjoy it! After viewing an exciting
program they hardly can work up any enthusiasm worth mentioning
for prayer meetings . . . for any meetings, truth to tell. Too tame. Time
drags heavily until they can huddle before the set again. They cer-
tainly are beginning to SAVOUR THE THINGS THAT BE OF
MEN more than the things of God. . . . Of course, so does the Devil
for that matter; Matt. 16:23. But that feature doesn’t appeal much
to them, alas!

Little do they sense it — likely wouldn’t believe you if you were
to tell them — but all unconsciously their thinking is being coloured,
their ideas of things that matter, their ideals, are being altered, not
by their heavenly Father, but by the Powers of Darkness—by Satanic
propaganda disguised as entertainment. Yet — oh the tragedy of it!
the Lord Jesus suffered the darkness of Calvary in order that they
might be translated out of that kingdom into His own (Col. 1:13)

.. into that realm where His ideas of things that matter, His ideals,
become the life-shaping factors that alone can give worth-while en-
durance throughout the coming ages. “Delivered from the power of
darkness?” . . . and “translated”?

Then why the rush to get back as far as possible into the shadows
of that darkness?

Junior has never given this angle a single thought. Nor have the
others in his family. Nor has his Tennant — Dewey — blinded mother.
But his father has; and it worries him endlessly. Worst of all, he
seems helpless to remedy matters now. The whole family would rise
up against him. So I leave my story (as true as I dare tell it) with
you; and the answer to my title-query to your judgment, your con-
science, WHO WOULD YOU SAY WAS MOST TO BLAME?

We can never be said to have outlived our usefulness, unless we
have outlived our spirituality.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

“Our Lord is now rejected, Hector Alves

And by the world disowned,

By the many still neglected,
And by the few enthroned;

But soon He’ll come in glory!
The hour is drawing nigh,

For the crowning day is coming
By and by.”

Daniel Webster Whittle is better known as Major D. W. Whiitle;
he ranks amongst the most popular writers of Gospel Hymns, using the
pen name “El Nathan®.

Daniel Whittle was born at Chicopee Falls, Mass., Nov. 22, 1840.
At the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted in the army at the age
of twenty-one, and was seriously wounded in the battle of Vicksburg,
which resulted in the loss of an arm. It was during his hospitalization,
and in his loneliness that he thought of the New Testament his mother
had given him the morning he left home, but until then it had been
left unused at the bottom of his army haversack. Opening it he began
to read, and soon realized he was a lost sinner. Dropping on his knees,
he cried to God for mercy, and in that hospital young Whittle trusted
Christ as his Saviour.

Soon after the war ended, Major Whittle met Dwight L. Moody,
and due to the influence of that outstanding evangelist, Whittle some
years later left his business to devote his life in the spread of the
gospel. His work took him to many parts of the U. S. A. and the
British Isles. Major Whittle loved children and had an apt way of
presenting the gospel to them. During a visit in the home of his
sister-in-law some years ago, she told the writer that there were few
men she knew who had a more cheery disposition and happy counten-
ance than he; as he enjoyed to the full, his salvation.

The Major began writing hymns in 1877; most of them are char-
acterized by their close adherence to the Scriptures. Besides the above,
three others from his pen are found in “The Believers’ Hymn Book”:

“Blessed hope that in Jesus is given.”

“Jesus is coming! Sing the glad word.”

“Come sing, my soul, and praise the Lord.”
Also a number in ‘The Gospel Hymn Book”, of which we may have
something to write, God willing, when considering writers of hymns
in that book.

Major Whittle was associated in his evangelistic work chiefly with
George C. Stebbins, and James M’Granahan, both of whom were hymn
writers of no mean reputation. He passed away on March 4, 1901, at
Northfield, Mass., at the age of sixty.
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Q@UESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. Mark 16:16 puzzles me. Do not the words, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” teach the necessity of bap-
tism in order to be saved?

Answer. This verse does not teach that salvation depends upon
baptism. The Scriptures uniformly teach that salvation is by grace
alone. See Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8-9, Titus 3:4-7. The emphasis in
Mark 16:16 is on “believeth”, not on “baptized”. Belief and unbelief
are contrasted in this verse, along with the result of each. The omis-
sion of the word “baptized” in connection with the one who does not
believe would indicate that baptism is not essential to salvation. It is
not the one who believeth not and is not'baptized, who is condemned,
but simply the one who “believeth not”. The unbeliever is damned
whether baptized or not. The believer would be saved, but he who
refused to unite with the disciples by confessing the Lord in baptism
would thereby give evidence that he was not a genuine believer.
Apart from the thief on the cross, there seems to have been no un-
baptized believers in apostolic times. “He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved,” might correspond with “That if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart,”
etc. (Rom. 10:9). Faith has not only an inward reality—believing,
but it has also an outward expression — confessing. Without the
latter we are scarcely safe in assuming the former. This verse also
teaches us that being baptized following faith in Christ as Saviour, is
no small matter with God—H. A.

Separation from evil is, in a great sense, the principle of commun-
ion with God. The truth, the knowledge of God, life in Christ, is the
positive principle or secret of communion, surely; but separation from
evil must accompany that. For if we meet the blessed One Himself,
we must surely meet Him in conditions suited to His presence—].G.B.

* * * *

Wouldest thou do some great thing that man canst see? Seek
rather to be faithful in the little things that none but God can see;
and from the desert the Lord may call thee to be His witness before
many — if he sees you have grace to bear it.
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Those that will be rich do but load themselves with thick clay
(Hab. 2:6). There is a burden of care in getting riches, fear in keep-
ing them, temptation in using them, guilt in abusing them, sorrow in
losing them, and a burden of account at last to be given up concern-
ing them.

MISQUOTATIONS

A very familiar Scripture which is often misquoted is Matt. 11:28:
“Come unto Me, all ye that ARE WEARY and heavy laden and I
will give you rest.”

Amos 3:3: “HOW can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Exodus 33:15: “If Thy presence go not with US, carry us not up
hence.”

Heb. 10:25: Not forsaking the assembling of YOURSELVES to-
gether, as the manner of some is.”

It is true that some of the above misquotations only vary slightly
from the Scriptures, yet it is well, especially for the young and those
beginning to take public part, to memorize the Scriptures correctly
when the mind is clear and the memory is keen.

A contributor writes, “I want to submit a misquotation I have
heard. The latter part of verse 24 of Luke 16 is often quoted, and
even read as follows, “And send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water, and cool my PARCHED tongue.” Also, it is often
said of those who have been put away from among us that they were
READ OUT. 1 Cor. 5:13 reads, “Therefore put away from among
yourselves that wicked person.”

Many are at great pains to plead their own cause, and justify
themselves before men. But if our cause is good, we do not need to
plead it — the Lord will plead it for us; and if our cause is bad, the
less we say about it the better.

* * * *
Some men seem to be no great lovers of money, so long as they

have very little of it; yet an increase of riches at once dries up the
streams of their benevolence!
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living (Rom. 14:9). As Jesus, our Divine Joshua, He will lead His
people into the full possession of their inheritance. As the Christ,
He will appear as the One anointed by God for the completion of
all His mighty purposes. The redemption which already has reached
our souls will then transform these bodies of humiliation and fashion
them like the body of His glory (Phil. 3:21).

The bondage will, in due time, be lifted from the groaning cre-
ation, the curse will be removed from the earth and the glory of the
Lord will be manifested throughout the whole vast creation.

“It doth not yet appear what we shall be but we know that,
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him
as He is” (1 John 3:2). In our glorified bodies we shall never know
again, pain or suffering, weakness or weariness, sickness or death.
There will never arise in the mind, a thought out of harmony with
the mind and will of God. What a glorious prospect!

The temporary victory which death has obtained over the bodies
of those who have died in ‘Christ will be annulled — death shall be
swallowed up in victory, the corruption in which every believer’s
body is sown will give place to incorruption, dishonour and weak-
ness will change to glory and power (1 Cor. 15:42-57). It will be
true then of each one of His own, whether among the dead or the
living at His coming again, “Meet companions then for Jesus, for
Him, from Him made, glory of God’s grace forever, there in me
displayed”.

Oh, that this wonderful hope might grip our souls, mould our
lives, spoil us for the world, produce heavenly-mindedness, fill our
souls with compassion for the perishing, separate us from the ungodly,
make His truth more dear to our hearts, make us to bear His
reproach more willingly, and above all increase our love and loyalty
to the Name and Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yea truly, all
this will result from a real revival in our souls of the truth and
imminence of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We must be prepared to surrender things not merely that are
wrong, but things that are questionable. We must voluntarily give
up things which others may deem to be legitimate, if they are the
“things of this life” which might entangle us. (2 Tim. 2:4).

* * * *

Real worship is the outpouring of the heart of a redeemed sinner,
who is filled to overflowing with a sense of the preciousness and
worthiness of the Divine Object before him.

* * * *

It is impossible to cleave to Christ and forsake His people.
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But some may say: “Few masters, even among those who profess
faith in Christ, heed seriously the exhortations of the Scriptures to
masters, or we, who are employed by them, would enjoy better con-
ditions. We must agitate, complain and force their hand.” “What
saith the Scriptures?” May God speak to the hearts of both servant
and master!

LUTHER'S SNOW SONG

On a cold, dark night, when the wind was blowing hard, and
the snow was falling fast, Conrad, a worthy citizen of a little town
in Germany, sat playing his flute, while Ursula, his wife, was pre-
paring supper. They heard a sweet voice singing outside,

“Foxes to their holes have gone,
Every bird unto its nest;
But I wander here alone,
And for me there,is no rest.”

Tears filled the good man’s eyes, as he said, “What a fine, sweert
voice! What a pity it should be spoiled by being tried in such
weather!”

“I think it is the voice of a child. Let us open the door anc
see,” said his wife, who had lost a little boy not long before, and
whose heart was opened to take pity on the little wanderer.

Conrad opened the door, and saw a ragged child, who said,

“Charity, good sir, for Christ’s sake!”

“Come in, my little one,” said he. “You shalt rest with me
for the night.”

The boy said, “Thank God,” and entered. The heat of the
room made him faint, but Ursula’s kind care revived him. They
gave him some supper, and then he told them that he was the son
of a poor miner, and wanted to be a priest. He wandered about and
sang, and lived on the money people gave him. His kind friends
would not let him talk much, but sent him to bed. When he was
asleep, they looked in upon him, and were so pleased with his pleasant
countenance that they determined to keep him, if he was willing. In
the morning they found that he was only too glad to remain with
them.

They sent him to school, and afterward he entered a monastery.
There he found a Bible which he read, and from it learned the way
of life. The sweet voice of the little singer became the strong echo
of the good news, “Justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ”. <Conrad and Ursula, when they
took that little street-singer into their house, little thought that they
were nourishing the great champion of the reformation. The poor
child was Martin Luther! Be not forgetful to entertain strangers.
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SIN COVERED. BY WHOM?
~ Hector Alves

We find in the Word of God two ways in which sin may be
covered. One will bring torment and judgment; the other will bring
blessing and happiness. The great difference in these two conditions
is determined by who does the covering. The one is described in
Proverbs 28, verse 13, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper.”
The other in Psalm 32, verse 1, “Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven,; whose sin is covered.”

An instance of the former is found in the case of Achan. (Joshua
chapter 7.) 'His sin was well covered by himself, hidden in the earth
in the midst of his tent. Not a man in the whole camp knew any-
thing about it; his sin was well covered. TIf he had heard the words
of Moses uttered only the year before, he certainly did not heed
them; “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). His sin,
covered by himself, did find him out; God uncovered it, and he was
stoned to death for it. Not only so, but others suffered on account
of his covered sin.

The saying is true, “History repeats itself;” and many a child of
God since then has had a similar experience as a result of covering
up sin when it should have been confessed. Whether the sin is of
the type of Achan’s, or is one similar to that of David; it ought to
be confessed rather than covered. Someone has said, “If the sin
of an unsaved person weighed a pound; the same sin in a child
of God would weigh a ton.”

An instance of the other way of covering sin is found in the
life of David. It seems to have been a habit with David to acknowl-
edge and confess his sin; to keep short accounts with God, as it
were. But for some reason, in the case of the wife of Uriah the
Hittite, he covered his sin for a full year. He tells of the experience
he passed through during that period. “When I kept silence, my
bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day and
night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the
drought of summer. Selah.” (Psa. 32:3, 4). No doubt his sin was
covered, known only to God, and to himself, and to the wife of
Uriah. What a dreadful, miserable, and pitiable condition to be in!
And yet during all that time he sat as king in Israel, wearing his
royal robes, and judging the people of God; putting on a fair out-
ward appearance, while all within was corrupt.

But at last David’s sin was uncovered, and he conlessed it.
Confession of such a nature must have been a painful and a humilia-
ting ordeal. But when David uncovered his sin, then ‘God covered it.
David made a clean breast of the whole thing, and also he desired
that God might “be justified”, and “be clear”. Psa. 51:4. The result
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—“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
(By God.) Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.” (Psa. 32:1, 2).

The Lord give us grace to uncover sin, and to confess it to God,
and to one another; then this blessedness will be the result.

THE RENT VEIL

The veil of the temple rent, and rent in twain! Not merely was
a fissure made in it through which a glimpse of the holy place might
be obtained, but part was separated from part, so that the holy place
was thrown open and made accessible to all. It was rent, not from
below, as by a human hand, but from above, as by the outstretched
hand of God.

The veil hung before the holy place, which was the typical
dwelling-place of God. That place could be entered only by the veil,
a clear foreshadowing of the truth which Jesus uttered, “I am the
way, and the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but
by me.”

The rending of the veil was not an accident. It was miraculous,
and is mentioned in connection with other events which must be
ascribed to the hand and power of God. “The centurion,” we read,
“and they that were with him watching Jesus, when they saw the
earthquake and those things that were done, feared greatly.” A like
impression was doubtless made on the priests, who, at this very hour,
were preparing to light the lamps and offer incense. The veil was
thick and strong, and the beam from which it was suspended was
thirty feet above the floor; yet instantly, in presence of the guardians
of the temple, it was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.

Occurring simultaneously with the death of Christ, it speaks
to us of His heart torn with anguish under the sins which He bore.
We seek not to penetrate the mystery of His sufferings. He was made
sin for us, and before that anguish, in its nature inscrutable to us, we
bow in silent and adoring awe. But knowing what the rending of
the veil signified, we ask, Of what new privileges does it speak to us?

It tells us of a way of approach to God now opened, and opened
for ever. The unrent veil spoke of a way of approach, but spoke of
it as “not yet made manifest, while the first tabernacle was yet
standing.” For but one person could pass through it, and he but
once a year, and then only with the fresh blood of sacrifice. Still it
spoke of a way to be opened by the blood of a perfect sacrifice. Until
that blood was shed on Calvary, the veil hung unrent, the way into
the holiest was not made manifest, because sin was not put away.

Now He whom all the types promised has come, and “we are
sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all;”
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“by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sancti-
fied;” by His precious blood-shedding He has made full expiation for
human guilt, and all on whom that blood is sprinkled can pass
through the veil into the holiest of all. Perfected for ever by that
one offering! That is the reason why the veil was rent. The lessons
of the rent veil are clearly before us. Atonement has been made by
the blood of Jesus, and all who are washed in that blood stand guilt-
less and uncharged in the courts of heaven.

Perfected for ever! You have read these words again and again;
but have you dwelt on them in secret before the Lord? Have you
really entered into their meaning?

Perhaps, even now, with all your conscious sinfulness, you shrink
from entertaining the thought which they convey. That thought is
not by any means that you are made personally perfect; for although
your sins are forgiven, your old nature is sinful as ever. Yet beneath
the shelter of Christ’s blood condemnation no more rests upon you.
You are a pardoned sinner, and the pardon extends to all your
transgressions.

The perfection here spoken of has reference to the conscience.
The apostle is contrasting the sacrifice of Christ with the gifts and
sacrifices under the law, which “could never make him that did the
service perfect as pertaining to the conscience;” for then, as he asks,
“Would they not have ceased to be offered? for the worshipper, once
purged, would have had no more conscience of sin.” In contrast
with these, Christ by one offering hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified. His offering takes from the vilest sinner all sense of
guilt, and enables him with countenance unabashed to look up
through his streaming tears into the face of God. He makes bare
before God the deepest recesses of his bosom. His conscience stings,
rebukes, accuses him no more. “Clean every whit” are the words
of Jesus. °‘No condemnation,” says Paul. “Perfected” and “‘per-
fected for ever”. The first absolution is never to be repeated. Our
sins are blotted out to be remembered no more, and the power of
that first forgiveness is an abiding power. As children we may sin,
and as children we may and must be chastened; but never, no never,
are we driven from a Father’s door.

This deliverance is accomplished for every believer; every be-
liever is invited to “draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith.” All the old distinctions between the priest and the people
have passed away. There are diversities of gifts and ministrations in
the church, but these do not indicate inequality of standing before
God. All are on the same footing before God by virtue of that
“one offering”. “By that one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified” — not those who are sanctified by the
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Spirit, but those who are sanctified “by the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.” Welcome news to misguided souls who
are striving to perfect themselves. Oh! that we might bear it every-
where—to the victims of superstition the world over—to all who are
vainly strwmg to accomplish what Jesus accomplished long ago. “By
one offering”. The work is done, and no man can add to it. There
is a place for faith, for repentance, for every good work and every
holy endeavour. But they are not to be added to this precious, perfect
work of Jesus. We work, if we work aright, not to purchase God’s
favor, but because it is already ours; not to be justified, but because
we are justified. Repentance is a turning away from sin to Jesus
who has atoned for it. Faith is but laying our hands on the one
perfect sacrifice. Your true place, believer, is before the very throne
of God, guiltless and stainless by virtue of the cleansing blood. Do
you make it your privilege and joy, in sorrow and weakness, to go to
God with no bar of any kind between your blood-washed soul and
Him? That position once gained, you dwell in the presence of God,
you abide in the shadow of the Almighty. Yes, the veil is rent, the
way into the holiest is open through the blood of Jesus, and you are
encouraged to enter in by the peace which it promises, by the glory
which it pledges, by the Father’s smile which it makes yours for
ever.
~—An Early Writer.

NOAH, DANIEL AND JOB (Ezek. 14:14)

“Though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in it,
they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saxth
the Lord.”

(1) The ‘Christion has three enemies or destroyers; the world,
the flesh, and the devil.

2. The Christian has three Friends or Saviours; the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit.

Here we have three saved men, whose distinguishing righteous-
ness lies in this—Noah overcame the world, Daniel overcame the
flesh, and Job overcame the wicked one.

(1) The world is the great rival of the Father.

(2) The flesh is the great rival of the Spirit.

(3) The devil is the great rival of the Son.

. * * * *

Ciriticisms in words, or rather ability to make them, is not so
valuable as some may imagine them. A man may be able to call a
broom by twenty names, in Latin, Spanish, Dutch, Greek, etc. But
my maid, who only knows the way to use it, but knows it only by
one name, is not far behind him.-—John Newton.
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WE SHALL NOT PASS THIS WAY AGAIN
Franklin Ferguson

When we finish a stage in our life and look back upon it, every
thought and word and act is there in its place, just as we left it.
All is fixed, steadfast, irrevocable, and as one has said: “stereotyped
for ever on the plates of eternity.” At the Judgment Seat of Christ
the bygone days will all come back, one by one, in order as they went,
to meet us again in the presence of our Lord. What shall His judg-
ment be? How much shall remain as “gold, silver, precious stones”.
after He has tested all? (1 Cor. 3:10-17). We cannot recall the
past, for it has gone far beyond our reach; but the present is yet in
our hands to make it what we will.

Everything passes on without a pause. Time is like a ship which
never anchors. Every day brings its work, its opportunities, its re-
sponsibilities. What are we doing? Time runs through our hands
as water through a pipe. Tt pauses not till it has run out, and if we
stand by unconcerned, making no effort to arrest the flowing stream,
we shall not realize our opportunities and duties till they have passed
away for ever.

We cannot accomplish all we should like to. We cannot sow
every field we see, but we can drop a few seeds by the way as we
pass along in fellowship with the Great Sower. There is no seed
so small that does not propagate and multiply itself. The bare grain
appears veritable weakness as our hand drops it into the ground,
but a day comes when we may joyfully gather the waving corn, it may
be thirty, sixty or a hundredfold (Mark 4:8). Though there may
appear nothing to mark in our life as great, yet there may be among
the seeds in our basket one that when sown will become a large tree,
under whose shadow many shall find rest. Despise not the day of
small things (Zech. 4:10). Do your little, and do it well. Oppor-
tunities may appear small and trivial in themselves, but who can say
what the issues shall be; and, remember, THE SAME OPPORTUN-
ITY WILL NEVER RETURN. We shall not pass this way again.

It is a law of nature that things leave some mark behind them.
Leave a mark we must. “For none of us liveth to himself, and no
man dieth to himself” (Rom. 14:7). If we felt the greatness of life,
and its possible issues, and the inexpressible value of the things which
fill its brief and narrow span, it would tinge every thought, word and
act, with the conviction of what must be. Let us seek that Divine
grace which shall make us blessings to those who come after, marks
that will secure the Lord’s “well done” in the Coming Day, when
He recalls that which is past.
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OVERCOMING THE WORLD

1 Samuel 12-14 (Part 3)
By the late Jesse Webb, India

(D) THE WORD OF GOD AND HUMAN EXPEDIENCY

We have seen that the position of the people was weakened by
their unwillingness to face the Philistine enemy, but another and
greater cause of weakness was the spiritual decline of their leader.
We have reached a sad page in the history of Israel’s first anointed
king (1 Sam. 13:8-14). Saul should have known that there was no
Justification whatever for setting aside the plain commands of God.
By so doing he entered upon a path that was to cost him finally his
kingdom and his life. The lesson for us is solemnizing, and one we
need to take to heart today. Oh, the folly of self-will and self-
pleasing in regard to the worship and service of God! Saul could
plead three apparently good reasons for acting as he did:—

(1) He had waited seven days for Samuel, who had not come at
the time appointed (verses 8-11).

(2) His army was deserting him.

(3) The Philistines were gathering for battle and he had not
made supplicationyto the Lord (verse 12). -

This was the plea of expediency, the same plea that men have
always used to justify their actings in self-will. Samuel’s answer to
this was simple and sufficient. Consider his reply to Saul’s specious
pleading: “And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly; thou
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which He
commanded thee; for now would the Lord have established thy
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not con-
tinue: the Lord hath sought Him a man after His own heart, and
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over His people, be-
cause thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee”
(1 Sam. 13:13, 14).

On a later occasion when Saul again failed to carry out the
commandment of the Lord he was met with this word from the
prophet Samuel: “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:22).

There may be much to commend in our work for God, there
may be much zeal and great self-sacrifice. There may be apparent
fruit to show for our labour, but if it is service unaccompanied by
loyal obedience to the will and Word of ‘God, service rendered con-
trary to God’s expressed will, how will it appear in that coming day
of award? “And if also anyone contend in the games he is not
crowned unless he contend lawfully” (2 Tim. 2:5, New Translation
by J. N. D.). r-
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Someone has written: “Look at your work as you’ll look at it
then. Scanned by Jehovah, and angels and men.”

In one of Caroline Blackwell’s letters occurs the following search-
ing remark: “T’ll tell you what I want . . . not to have to change my
opinions about anything when I stand “face to face’; let all the
change be now; for as heaven is higher than earth, so are His
thoughts than mine. T want to value earthly things now as I shall
then; to value souls now as I shall then: to value Him now as I
shall then.”

If eternal realities weighed with us as much as they ought, this
would be the expression of every heart that knows the Lord.

Let us heed this word of Samuel. To set aside the word of God
and substitute our own wishes and preferences, or the opinions and
preferences of others, is to act foolishly, Expediency is no excuse
for disobedience to revealed truth. What right have we to opinions
of our own in matters where God has plainly expressed His mind
and will? Saul could not have pleaded ignorance of the Word of
God. He was supposed to have written out for himself the law of
God, and to read therein all the days of his life (Deut. 17:14-20).
He must have known that he was wrong to usurp the priestly office
as he did (1 Sam. 13:8-10). He was without excuse for his dis-
obedience. What shall we then plead today as an excuse for our
innovations for which the orderings of God are set aside? We need
to reject the idea, which is becoming more and more popular in
these days of departure from God and His Word, that anything not
expressly forbidden in Scripture is permissible. Those who argue
thus should consider well the bearing of such passages as Lev. 10:
1-10; Deut. 4:2; 13:4; Josh. 1:7, 8; Prov. 30:5; Eccles. 3:14; Mark
7:7-9 and 13; Rev. 22:18. There is uncommon danger in tampering
with the plain commands of God. God’s own perfect orderings in
His House for worship and service are sufficient. ™Man’s additions
do but mar the work of God.

(E) “NO SMITH IN ISRAEL”

We come now to a passage, 1 Sam. 13:19-22, that is truly heart-
searching. Consider the implications.

(1) What Bankruptcy of Resources! “Now there was no smith
found throughout the land of Israel.”

(2) What Loss of their Separation Character! “And all Israel
went down to the Philistines, every man to get his ploughshare, and
his hoe, and his axe, and his sickle sharpened,” when the edges of the
sickles, and the hoes, and the forks, and the axes were blunted.

(3) What a Tragic Disarming for the Conflict! “And it came
to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear
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found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and
Jonathan.”

We learn from this how very subtle were these Philistine foes
of the redeemed people of God. The Philistines knew well that they
had nothing to fear from a people that had neither sword nor spear.
They were careful to see that there were no smiths in Israel, for
well they knew that ploughshares and axes could be ‘turned into
implements of war. As all the men that followed the king were
unarmed, can we wonder that they followed their leader with
trembling hearts?

The Philistines possessed plenty of initiative. They devised the
new cart (1 Sam. 6:7-12) which was copied by David with such
disastrous consequences (2 Sam. 6:1-11), and it was another Philis-
tine device to see that there should be no smith in all the land of
Israel, so that the people of God should be unarmed and unprepared
for war. The lesson for our hearts is clear. We must walk in
separation from the world, and be entirely independent of its re-
sources. Let this exercise our hearts continually that “the friendship
of the world is enmity with God”, and “If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.” The Christian has no need
of this world’s resources. Its expedients and devices are to be re-
fused. Observe what a young Christian wrote tbout this:

“And yet, outside the camp,

"Twas there my Saviour died;

It wag the world that cast Him forth,
And saw Him crucified.

Can I take part with those
Who nailed Him to the tree;

And where His name is never praised,
Is there the place for me?

*Nay, world, I turn away,
Though thou seem fair and good;
That friendly outstretched hand of thine
Is stained with Jesus’ blood.
If, in thy least device,
I stoop to take a part,
All unawares, thine influence
Steals God’s presence from my heart.”

In the Book of Isaiah we hear God declaring: “Behold, I have
created the smith that bloweth the coals in ‘the fire, and that bringeth
forth an instrument for his work” (Isa. 54:16).

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, Paul tells us who these smiths
are: “When He ascended up on high He led captivity captive, and
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gave gifts unto men. And He gave some, apostles; and some, proph-
ets; and some, evangelistS' and some, pastors (Gk. “Shepherds”) and
teachers.”

Observe the divine purpose to be served by these gifts of the
risen Lord to His Church: “For the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. Till we
all come in ‘the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God; unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:7-13).

But where are smiths today? See how they are needed (Comp
Prov. 27:17). We are living in days of lowering standards and
loosening principles. The bare word of God is not sufficient for
many today. Philistine devices are common in ‘Christendom, and
many true believers have been attracted by them. Let the Christian
who desires to be approved of his Lord in that coming day of award
refuse to adopt or use any method or device which is not sanctioned
by the Word of God. The Israelites were helpless in the day of
battle, because they had no smiths and no arms for the conflict.

The call to the child of God is clear and insistent: “Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing” (2 Cor. 6:14-17).

Our armoury is divine. “The weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds”
(2 Cor. 10: 4).

“Our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20). “Christ our life”
is there (Col. 3:1-4), and there, as to our spiritual experience, we
must live (Eph. 2:6). Only a life so lived in the energy of faith
can enable us to fight the battles of the Lord and overcome the
world. “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith” (1 John 5:4).

The following chapter (1 Sam. 14) records a great victory.
This was accomplished by two men of heroic faith in God. These
men dared to go forth to the attack upon a Philistine garrison or
stronghold. It was apparently a most foolhardy undertaking; but,
leaning wholly upon God, and daring all in reliance upon His Al-
mighty arm, they wrought a great deliverance for the people of God
(1 Sam. 14:45). These are the men God wants and uses.

—Precious Seed

Living faith is, from the heart saying “Amen” to all God tells
us about ourselves, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
* * * *
Judge a Christian, not by his coat, but by his character.
Better go to heaven in rags, than to hell in embroidery.
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PUBLIC PRAYER

It is a solemn thing to lead the children of God in their united
Assembly prayer and praise. For this we need preparation of heart
to discharge this service to edification, with Teliance on the help
of the Holy Spirit. It is sadly true that many prayers hinder, rather
than help, true devotion.

While we need to guard against the habit of sifting one an-
other’s prayers, yet there are some manifest errors into which those
are apt to fall, who seek to lead others in prayer. Bear with a few
suggestions with reference to what is desirable in public prayer.

DEFINITENESS IN OUR SUPPLICATIONS SHOULD

BE SOUGHT

In presenting a petition on behalf of ourselves or others to any
earthly potentate, would we not aim at clearness of expression of
our common wants and desires? Although God reads the heart, if
our prayers are confused and vague, how can others add their need-
ful “Amen” to our supplications. Even in prayer meetings for
special purposes, often we hear petitions not connected even re-
motely with the matter in hand.

BREVITY SHOULD BE AIMED AT, AND NEEDLESS
REPETITION AVOIDED

We sometimes hear the same petition again and again in slightly
varied terms, or uttered at different times in the same prayer. Pray-
ers lengthened out by needless repetitions produce inattention and
weariness. We have counted the word “Father” interjected unneces-
sarily, and even ludicrously, as often as seventy times in one prayer.

THERE SHOULD BE NO SET WORDS AND PHRASES

If we hold “forms of prayer” to be unscriptural, and leading to
the quenching of the Spirit, let us not fall into similar error by
using the same words and phrases in all our prayers. We almost know
what some brethren are going to say, so constantly do they repeat
favourite expressions.

PRAYER SHOULD BE FOR THE EAR OF GOD, NOT FOR
THE EAR OF MEN

We should earnestly strive against the temptation to pray so as
to be pleasing to our fellowmen. Yet we must confess we have
yielded to this. The use of fine words and poetry may sometimes
indicate that we are far more conscious of the audience of men than
of the living God. The Lord help us to pray as if we were pouring
out our requests to one ear only—the ear of God. The more we
know of secret prayer, the more helped shall we be in this, for when
praying in public, we shall be as before our Father in secret. This
will also guard us against “preaching” in praver.
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IRREVERENCE IN MANNER, OR FAMILIARITY IN
LANGUAGE IS MOST UNBECOMING

We have been brought nigh to God; we have access to the
holiest of all by the blood of Jesus; we have been made priests of
the inner sanctuary; we have received the spirit of sonship whereby
we cry, “Abba! Father!” Yet none of all these exalted privileges
should induce irreverent language, or be the plea for an irreverent
manner in our public approach to God.

LET US SEEK EARNESTNESS AND FERVENCY IN
OUR PRAYERS

What fervour marks the prayers recorded in Scripture! What
conscious dealing with God! What refusing to be denied! How
Jacob prayed, and would not let the angel go, until he blessed him!
These things characterized Elijah’s wonderful prayers, although “a
man subject to like passions” with ourselves. The prayers of David,
Hezekiah, Daniel and his fellows, and of many others, were such as
would admit of no denial. Paul speaks of his “great conflict” and
makes honourable mention of Epaphras, who ‘“always laboured fer-
vently in prayers.”

LET THANKSGIVING NEVER BE ABSENT FROM PRAYER

The offering of praise specially glorifies God, and nothing so
tends to strengthen confidence in God for the bestowal of future
blessings, as the thankful remembrance and acknowledgment of His
past goodness to us. The climax of human sinfulness seems reached
in the solemn charge against mankind in Rom. 1:21, “neither were
thankful”. Thanksgiving for ourselves and others is over and over
again enjoined on us (Col. 1:12, Phil. 4:6, Eph. 5:20, 1 Tim. 2:1,
Heb. 13:15), yet, alas! how constant is our shortcoming in this
respect.

In conclusion, if you wish to edify fellow-Christians in prayer,
seek an intelligent, Scriptural view of the wants of saints generally.
(See Eph. 1:17-20, 3:16-19, 6:16-20, Col. 2:1, etc.). ‘Consider the
special necessities of your times, both in ‘the assembly and in the
world. Let your heart be filled with the value and the importance
of the blessings you ask, with the assurance of God’s readiness to
“give liberally and upbraid not,” and of the glorious intercession
of our Great High Priest before the throne. He has said to us,
“If ye shall ask anything, in My Name, I will do it.”

Be not discouraged from prayer by any consciousness of past
failures, nor if your heart bear witness to the truth of anything that
has been advanced in this brief paper. Rather seek more earnestly
constantly, confidently than ever, the promised and all-sufficient aid
of the Holy Spirit Who waits to teach us how to pray, and what to
pray for. —~Condensed
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DIRECTED — OR, ONLY PERMITTED?
Mervyn Paul

Let me talk to you a bit about the Directive will of God, and the
Permissive will of God, both as it may affect our daily lives and, also,
the Assemblies of the saints. The reason? It is that I have found
out that not a few young Christians have begun to look for guidance,
in addition, as it were, to the counsel of the Lord, to a new false god.
His name is, Is-there-anything-in-the-Bible-against-it? (Don’t forget
that name, will you? You may hear it again some day.)

Now I feel quite certain that Is-there-anything-in-the-Bible-
against-it? never could have risen to such prominence were it not
that so many older ‘Christians have practised most all their lives a
form of self-direction that took them more or less outside of divine
direction. It seemed the mecessary thing to do since they had but
a hazy idea of any other possibility. Moreover, Self-sufficiency and
Self-reliance are recognized virtues among men . . . and — well, what
else is there? Thus it has come about the Balaam’s Guidance has
flourished in private life, while Is-there-anything-in-the-Bible-against-
it? is fast becoming a standard reference in some Assemblies.

In Psalm 25:9 there is a marvellous promise, which, I fear, so
far as it has been of use to lots of Christians, might as well never
have been written, like the case of John 3:16, and other Gospel texts.
Think of the multitudes who land in hell every day who might have
been made safe from sin’s punishment had they heeded such never-
perish promises! Similarly, think of the hosts of us Christians who
land in perplexity and difficulty every day who might have known,
instead, His guidance in judgment, the teaching of His way.

Perhaps I should point out that the new life in Christ Jesus
means more than to have received the gift of eternal life. It is also
a NEW WAY OF LIFE altogether . . . a life in which the progress-
ive Christian comes to realize that he is privileged to live in constant
relation to His Father, the living God . . . to live in an active, practi-
cal dependence on God, the All-sufficient. Unfortunately, many
dear people seem to consider that ‘the Lord is sufficient — up to a
point. Beyond that they must fend for themselves. Hence, in the
business of solving their daily problems, they generally pray about
them, then use their own judgment to the best of their ability, and
finally ask God’s blessing on their undertakings. That is to say, they
do not have His DIRECTION, but seck His PERMISSION to carry
out whatever they have decided will be best. Since He does not
often interfere to “block the way if it isn’t His will”, they not in-
frequently experience the unhappy result described in Psa. 106:15.

(“T. P.”*)
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I have said that He seldom blocks the way if it isn’t His will
for us to take a certain course. No; He desires to direct His children;
and when they are acting in obedience to His direction there is
no need for Him to block their way. We have no Scriptural authority
for expecting Him to act as a rubber stamp either in approving, or in
disapproving of our proposals. Do a little thinking and you will see
that everything that originates with, and is projected by God is of
God; all else is of the flesh — the human self-life. There can be
no alternative; Jas. 1:14-15.

What we have set before us in the Bible is God DIRECTING
His people through His Word — a thoroughly practical and efficient
Master-and-servant means of co-operation in a devil-blinded world—
hard-headed business men to the contrary, notwithstanding . . . as
well as dubious saints. (Again permit me to add, “T. P.”).

In contrast, the Book of Numbers provides us with some ex-
amples of how things work out when His people figure out for them-
selves the solutions to their problems, and then get His PERMIS-
SION to go ahead. — Israel, dissatisfied with God’s manna-provision
(Num. 11:4-6) was permitted to have the flesh for which they had
asked (Vs. 18-20, 31, 32) . . . along with its attendant plague; vs.
33-34.  Later, they received His permission to die in the wilderness,
which they desired of Him, rather than to rely on Him for deliver-
ance from the ‘Canaanites; Num. 14:2 (last clause) with vs. 28.

Balaam, his heart set on obtaining Balak’s gold, received a plain
statement of the DIRECTIVE WILL of God; Num. 22:12. Yet,
apparently hopeful that God might change His mind (!), he dared
to ask Him about it a second time; vs. 19. Knowing full well Balaam’s
unwillingness and his lust for reward (2 Pet. 2:15-16) the Lord gave
him PERMISSION to go with the men. But since he no longer
was under the DIRECTIVE WILL of God, Justice was free to
“block his way”; vs. 22. Only limitless Mercy saved his life that
day; vs. 23-33.

From these three examples of God’s PERMISSIVE WILL in
actual try-outs we learn that if we take ourselves out from under the
Lord’s DIRECTIVE WILL, we can have nothing more than His
Permissive will. And if we have only His permission to go ahead,
we shall be “on our own”, and must expect to absorb whatever un-
forseen consequences may accompany our self-directed course . . .
Risky, isn’t it?

(More next issue, D.V.)

God always keeps the best to the last. Our sweetest joy is yet
before us—when we meet our Heavenly Bridegroom, face to face.
The world’s order is, best first. The Lord’s order is, best last.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves
“Mid the splendours of the glory,
Which we hope.ere long to share,
Christ, our Head, and we, His members,
Shall appear divinely fair;
O how glorious!
When we meet Him in the air!”

Two hymns in “The Believers’ Hymn Book” were composed by
William Reid; the above, and —

“QOurs are peace and joy divine,
Who are one with Christ.”

Mr. Reid is better known as an editor than as a hymn writer. He
edited the “British Herald” (a monthly religious magazine with a
large circulation) also a large hymn book, and several tracts and
booklets; the best known and most widely circulated of these is “The
Blood of Jesus”, a book which has been greatly used in the salvation
of souls.

William Reid was born at Forfar, Scotland, in 1822. For a
time he ministered in a Presbyterian Church at Carlisle. He was a
powerful preacher and an able exponent of the Word. As a result
of his clear definition of apostolic teaching, he could see that some
were not in sympathy with it; while others in his congregation who
were spiritual, were thirsting for the sincere milk of the Word, and
drank in the truth. So, after some eight years in Carlisle, he severed
his connection with the Presbyterians, and with a number who had
left the church before him, enlightened by his expositions of the
Scriptures, they formed one of the early assemblies in those parts of
Christians gathered unto the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Later,
Mr. Reid moved to Edinburgh, where he resided until his homecall
on Aug. 8, 1881, in his sixtieth year.

He was of a gracious and humble disposition, and sought to
honour God in his life. At no time did he ever accept a fixed salary
for his service, secking to walk by faith. It is recorded that on one
occasion, having to make a journey to a distant town by rail, he
found himself without the necessary amount for his fare. However,
he was confident that the Lord would not fail him, and so he pro-
ceeded to the railway station. There he met a friend, who, although
quite unaware of the need of the preacher, handed him the required
amount for his railway ticket.

The Christian on his knees knows more, and can see further
than the philosopher on tip-toe.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Send all questions to Hector Alves, 338 W King Edward Ave.,
Vancouver 10, B.C.)

Question. “Will you please answer this question in Truth and
Tidings. Where is the Apostles’ Doctrine found? In the New Testa-
ment or in 'the Old Testament?

Answer. The expression “the apostles’ doctrine” is found in
Acts 2:42; and is variously translated, “the apostles’ teaching”, “the
teaching of the apostles,” etc. The “apostles’ doctrine” was the
doctrine which the Lord Jesus taught them while He was with them;
and also of which the Holy Spirit reminded them. “He shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you.” John 14:26. The “apostles’ doctrine”, as
such, is not found in the Old Testament because it contains the
revelation of a new covenant altogether, founded upon the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. This doctrine we find
preached in the Book of the Acts, and more fully expounded in the
Epistles.

That there is a foreshadowing of these things to be found in the
Old Testament, no one can deny; and the apostles themselves freely
quoted from the Old Testament, which alone was to them the Holy
Scriptures at that time. But these Old Testament foreshadowings
could scarcely be called “the apostles’ doctrine”—H.A.

Question. What is the meaning of verses 14 and 15 of Colossians,
chapter 2? We are not all of the same mind here, so I would like
this question answered in the magazine.

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
His cross; And ‘having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”

Answer. There is good reason for difference of opinion, par-
ticularly in regard to verse 15, because there is a difference in trans-
lation. This will be readily seen by comparing the Authorized Ver-
sion with the English Revised Version, Newberry Bible margin, etc.

Verse 14 informs us not only that Christ was nailed to the cross,
but that He did some nailing Himself. Everything that was written
against us, everything that had to do with us as sinners before God,
our Saviour took out of the way, and nailed it to His cross. Perhaps
the picture is taken from an old Roman custom, when in the early
days debt was regarded as a crime. If a man got into debt, or took
a mortgage and couldn’t pay it, the creditor could take him as a
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slave, If the amount was large enough he could take several from
that home, and make them slaves in payment of the debt. It was
a great day when the man paid his debt in full and was free. When
the bill was fully and finally paid, he nailed it over the door of his
house so that all could see that the family was now free, all had been
paid. That is what the Lord has done for us; everything that was
written against us was nailed to His cross, and is gone.

In verse 15 the meaning of the words “having spoiled”, is not
easily determined. The Revised Version gives “having put off from
Himself.” The margin of the Newberry Bible gives “having stripped
off”.  With due consideration to these and other translations, and
in the light of the context, I suggest the meaning to be that the Lord
Jesus, through His death on the cross, stripped principalities and
powers of their strength; and in His rising from the dead He “made a
show of them openly”, because they could not keep Him in the grave.
“Principalities and powers” would be fallen angels and demons,
headed by Satan himself, who are hostile to the Lord and to all His
interests. “The Son of God was manifested that He might destroy
the works of the devil”. 1 John 3:8. “That through death He
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil”
Heb. 2:14. In Col. 2:15 we have the spoiling of the system, “princi-~
palities and powers”. Hebrews 2:14 speaks of destroying, or bring-
ing to naught (R.V.) the head of the system, that is, the devil.
“Iriumphing over them in it” (Col. 2:15). “In it” is sometimes
translated “in Him”, referring to God, as in the preceding verses.
However, some translations read as follows, “by the cross He tri-
umphed over them”; “triumphing over them in the cross”.—H.A.

It is all right when the ship is in the sea, but all wrong when the
sea gets in the ship. It is all right for the church to be in the world,
but all wrong whery the world gets in the church.

* * * ¥

Abraham went TOO FAR SOUTH. He went to Egypt in a

time of famine. This move resulted in temporal prosperity, but

made much trouble and sorrow for him in the future.
* ¥ ¥ *

Many whom the world regards as dirt, the Lord esteems as jewels.
* * * *

The pride of priestcraft, kingcraft, and schoolcraft is deeply
rooted in the human heart.

We may fall in with God’s plans, God.cannot fall in with ours.
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TIDINGS

VANCOUVER, B.C.—Brother Peacock from N. Ireland continues
Gospel meetings in the Hastings East Hall. They were preceded by
tract distribution and a week’s prayer meetings. One young R.C. man
and a woman have accepted Christ, and there is good interest in the
children’s meetings and ministry on Lord’s days. Corr. R. Reid. Our
veteran brother Mr. David Scott is quite weak, remember him before
the Throne.

ASHFIELD, MAN.—The conference here was a time of blessing.
The attendance was extra large and the word ministered by Brethren
Douglas, Vanstone and Watson was varied and entered into all sides of
life. The Lord’s people were cheered and felt refreshed.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MAN.—God gave us a good time here at
our recent conference and God’s people were refreshed. The ministry
of the word was shared by Brethren Douglas, Alves, Brandt, J. Ronald,
Fish and Watson. After the Conference Bro. Douglas started homeward
calling at Port Arthur on the way. Brethren Alves and Watson re-
mained for meetings till Pine Creek Conference. It too was a time of
blessing though the attendance was a little smaller than usual, yet God’s
people were cheered and felt well repaid for the effort.

GLEN EWEN, SASK.—The conference here was a good size, though
not quite as large as some years. The ministry of the word was shared
by Brethren Alves, Hunter, D. Adams, J. Adams and Watson. The word
ministered was practical and was calculated to establish the saints in
the present truth. The Adams brothers stayed for gospel meetings.
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CONSISTENCY
A. W. Joyce

Godly consistency of doctrine and practice in the assembly, in
the home, in the world, in public and in private, is one of the things
which, as God’s people, we should greatly desire and aim for in our
lives. Where it is displayed, God is glorified, where it is absent,
God is dishonoured. It is true that godly consistency is a scarce com-
modity, and those who strive for it most would be the first to acknowl-
edge with James, “In many things we all stumble.” (James 3:2, R.V.).
Because of our failures in the past, however, we should not drop our
hands and say, “There is no use of us trying, for we all bristle with
inconsistencies.” This would be adopting what the world calls a
“defeatist” attitude .and the old adage is true, “a discouraged man
is a defeated man”.

“In many things we all stumble,” is exemplified in the lives of
the best of men. Moses, generally speaking was a most consistent
man, but he stumbled when he lost his temper and failed to glorify
God at the waters of Meribah (Num. 20:12). David stumbled on
the housetop, and Peter in the palace of the high priest, but these falls
were not consistent with the usual tenor of the lives of these men of
God, and God forgave and restored them. It must be added that the
inconsistencies were followed by most solemn results, for grace and
government are not the same. Grace forgives sin immediately upon
repentance and honest confession, but God’s governmental dealings
may go on for many years. Moses forfeited the Promised Land, and
the sword never departed from the house of David.

There is nothing, however, that glorifies God more, or influences
more powerfully the people of God, or convinces the unconverted so
greatly of the truth and power of the ‘Gospel as the Christian who is
living a godly consistent life.

There must be a consistency between our doctrine and our prac-
tice. In the old days of the Puritans, one said of a certain clergyman,
“He is such a wretched liver it is a shame he ever gets into the pulpit.
When he is in the pulpit; he is such a splendid preacher it is a shame
he ever gets out of it.” Small wonder that sinners are stumbled into
Hell!

The higher the profession of doctrine, the more is expected from
the daily life. What scorn the world pours upon the man who pro-
fesses to be a pilgrim and a stranger on Lord’s Day who transmutes
into a money grabber on Monday! What weakness to the testimony
when a man poses as a saint in the assembly but has not the love
and confidence of his wife and children in the home! What hypocrisy
to pray devoutly in the prayer-meeting and yet fail to pay honest
debts in the world! What dishonour to the Name of the Lord to
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preach piety and holiness, and to practise impurity and lust in secret!
What a contradiction to keep pleading for love, unity and peace, and
at the same time to be sowing the seeds of discord and division among
the saints, thus to have love on the tongue and war in the heart!
What folly to be demanding separation from one phase of the world,
while condoning or encouraging alliances with another phase!

When one feels wearied of the inconsistencies in self or in others,
how refreshing, strengthening and comforting it is to the soul to look
at One Whose life was ever, under all circumstances, perfectly con-
sistent. Every attribute of our blessed Lord Jesus ‘Christ was in per-
fect unison. He was so consistent in grace, so unwearied in love, so
unswerving in devotion to the will of God, so fearless in condemning
sin, so frank in forgiving it, so separate from sinners, yet so approach-
able to the broken-hearted. God help us to “follow His steps”.

In closing, let us suggest occasions on which the onlooker expects
to see consistency—

1. In the preacher of the Gospel. After a solemn Gospel meeting
in which the realities of eternity have been pressed home upon the
sinner, there is a danger of the preacher relaxing, and, forgetting
that he may still be under the observant eye of some unconverted
person, may be tempted to lightness or frivolity. Let us guard against
the conduct of the speaker destroying all the impressions wrought
upon the minds of his hearers. A prayer-meeting is a better sequel
to a Gospel meeting than a “sing-song” of hymns.

2. In the places where we go. One of the servants asked Peter,
“Did T not see thee in the garden with Him?” As if to add, “If so,
what are you doing in this company?” Let us beware of keeping any
company that would be inconsistent with keeping company with Him.

3. In the precepts and principles which we profess. The com-
mandments of the Lord and the maxims of men are entirely op-
posite. Let us not try to mix our principles with those of this world.

May we seek at all times to be consistent in our preaching,
in the places where we go, and in the principles which we profess.

If, like Mary, in the garden, we could have met the Lord — so
lately hanging on the terrible cross for us, and now, risen from the
dead — with what joyful gratitude would we have cast ourselves at
His feet in adoring worship. But surely it is the precious privilege of
those who diligently seek Him, still to find Him each morning, still to
Hear Him calling them by name. Is there any less reason to-day to
praise Him to delight in Him, than there was then?
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THE SLOTHFUL MAN
Albert Ramsay

“The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting.”
—Prov. 12:27.

Every Christian should be a hunter; that is, a seeker after the
things of God. Not that we should never be settled as to the will of
God for us, for there are certain things that should be settled early
in our Christian experience, such as the “eternal security of the be-
liever”, believer’s baptism, and gathering unto the Name of the Lord
Jesus, outside the camp. But every believer should be a seeker after
more of the mind of God for him in his every day walk in this godless
world in which we are called to shine as lights for Him.

Now, a hunter must be alert, on the watch, quick to perceive; but
if “he roasteth not that which he took in hunting”, what will it profit
as far as the nourishing of his body is concerned?

The reason many of us do not profit by the preached word, is
because we are too slothful to roast that which we took in hunting.
We travel to conferences many miles at considerable expense, but the
ministry heard does not profit us. We hunted for it, but we failed
to roast and eat it. The Indian boy would fish all day, but to clean
and eat a fish was beyond his ambition. Many of us are like that;
we will sit for hours listening to the word of God being preached,
but to profit by it—no. “The slothful man roasteth not that which
he took in hunting”.

The fourth chapter of Hebrews tells of a class of hearer whom
the word did not profit, “not being mixed with faith in them that
heard”. Why do sinners not get saved under the plainest preaching?
Because the word does not profit, not being mixed with faith in them
that hear”. Why do Christians not walk more pleasing to the Lord,
though privileged to listen to the plainest ministry? Because ‘“The
word preached is not mixed with faith in them that hear”. In other
words, “The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting”.

As God’s servants, we must not abuse nor scold God’s children, even
when they are disobedient. When Moses said, “Ye rebels,” he had
forgotten that he was only a servant himself. This led him to put him-
self on a level with God—“Must ye bring you water out of the rock?”
~ —and in this he robbed God of the glory that belonged to Him alone.
He failed to sanctify God before the people, and so lost the honour
of leading the people into the promised land.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND PLEASURE
G. G. Johnston

Prosperity brings with it an increase in pleasure seeking. The
desire to please self is ever present with men but many are curbed by
a limited purse. With an increase in earnings comes an increase in
the amount spent on pleasure, in the form of sport, travel, and diver-
sion of one kind or another, or in the more lewd forms of entertain-
ment so common in all our cities. The distressing thing about trying
to please self is that the point of satisfaction is never reached. Over
all the world’s centres of pleasure could be inscribed the words: “who-
socver drinketh of this water shall thirst again.” (John 4:13). The
pleasures of sin are but for a season.

We who profess faith in our Lord Jesus can speak of having found
a river of true satisfaction in Him. The source of our pleasure is not
in some thing, some occupation, or some diversion, but in a person—
the Christ of God. And since He fills the heart of God, He can and
does fill the heart of those He has redeemed unto Himself with His
blood. At conversion we turned from seeking satisfaction at the
world’s fountains of pleasure, and professed to have done with its
vanities, now finding our portion in Christ.

But the flesh is ever present with us, and as with the Israelites,
who craved for the leeks and onions, the garlic and the fish of Egypt,
so the flesh within us (always the same to the end) hankers after the
old pleasures. In some who formerly used alcoholic drinks, tobacco,
etc., and practiced vice and sins of the lowest type, there is a secret
longing for the old thrills, while in others it is a desire for those
pleasures of a more refined character.

Some, especially younger people, for lack of wholesome teaching
(or of wholesome exercise regarding what they have been taught),
have never made a clear cut from the world upon professed conver-
sion. Like Lot in Sodom, their testimony against the sin of the place
has seemed a mockery. With one breath they speak of the popular
games and sports of the day, and with the next they may seek to
testify for their Saviour. But is it any wonder that they make no
serious impression upon their acquaintances, and soon lapse into total
neglect of their testimony for Christ?

Others that have started well, by turning from the sports and
pleasures of the world to confess themselves “strangers and pilgrims”
in it, are later tempted to return, and even to allow themselves to
become very enthusiastic fans. In some cases, this has happened
through the influence of others, who should have given them a better
example. The result has invariably been a lowering of the spiritual
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state of the soul, a loss of fellowship with God, and of spiirtual blessing.
Are you one of those to whom the sports and so-called “clean” pleas-
ures of the world have an appeal! Apply the test of 1 John 2:16.
Is it of the Father, or is it of the world? If it belongs to the world,
let us remember that the world has its hands red with the blood of
God’s dear Son, and shall we share with them what is designed by
them to keep them happy on the way to hell!

But, does the body of the young Christian not require exercise,
change of circumstances and relaxation! That is true, but let us not
forget the wise words of inspiration: “Bodily exercise profiteth (for a)
little, but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of
the life that now is, and of that which is to come” (1 Tim. 4:8). The
youth in school may be called upon to share in the games and gym-
nastics of his class, but when those exercises are carried into the public
sphere to provide entertainment for a world that wants to forget God,
the Christian ought surely to withdraw.

In most gatherings of godly Christians, there are exercises in
which they may participate, in which both body and soul may profit.
It is very becoming that older men, acting as guides in the assemblies
of the saints, should encourage such activities as the distribution of
tracts from door to door, in hospitals and other similar institutions,
open air preaching, the mailing of tracts, etc. In fact, the godly,
exercised soul will find more than enough to do, and will end the
time at his disposal for such activities often weary in body but happy
in soul, and desirous of continuing this exercise at the first oppor-
tunity. Do you, who spend the afternoon at the ball game, shouting
yourself hoarse along with the unconverted, retire with a happy heart,
feeling that the time was profitably spent, and for God’s glory? Do
you feel that a Saturday afternoon spent thus is a proper preparation
for the Lord’s Day to follow? If you can find your satisfaction where
the worldling finds his, and not have a bad conscience, is there not
grave reason to doubt whether you are a new creature in Christ, to
whom old things have passed away?

One of the latter day developments in the denominational places
around us is the introduction of games and sports, professedly to hold
the young people. This, unfortunately, has been copied by some
assemblies of those who are professedly gathered unto the name of
the Lord alone. Their attempt to convert the meetings into enter-
tainments, whether with musical numbers, jocular preaching, or any
procedure designed to lessen the solemnity that might otherwise be
felt, can have but one of two results. The hearers “join”, after mak-
ing a shallow profession, because they feel they can have an enjoyable
time; or they go away in disgust, feeling the thing is all sham,
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Many assemblies refuse to bring in things which will please the
natural man, but some of those who are in fellowship and who desire
these things can find the same sort of mixture in many of the summer
camps and so-called “conferences”, where an attempt is made to com-
bine the holy and the profane. To many, this combination has sinister
forebodings for the testimony of the assemblies of saints, and where
a table is set up, pretending a temporary fellowship, a definite prin-
ciple of Scripture is violated.

While one hesitates to berate the doings of others, as if to justify
oneself, one would say that this is surely a serious departure. In some
of these gatherings, sport teams are organized, the conduct of which,
according to their publications, would vie with many worldly institu-
tions. Do both sides in these sports contests engage in earnest prayer
for God’s help in outstripping their opponents? Surely it lacks the
smell of God altogether.

THEY PREACHED: HE WROUGHT

The Gospel by Mark, which pre-eminently sets the Lord before
us as the Perfect Servant, closes very beautifully and in complete har-
mony with its character. Risen from the dead, the Lord had given
the command to His servants, “Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). And the closing word
tells how early love and prompt obedience took up that great com-
mission, and what was the accompaniment and the result. ‘“They
went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them
and confirming the Word with signs following” (verse 20). They
preached; the Lord wrought! They knew their part, they did it; and
the living Lord, who had sent ‘them, did the rest. They had confi-
dence in their message, and delivered it. They counted on the mighty
hand of the Lord, and it did not fail them. Now-a-days when em-
bellishments, attractions, and all sorts of frivolous addendums are put
alongside the Gospel, when preachers and solo singers are bracketted
and advertised together, one would imagine the old sword had lost
its edge, or the Lord had cast it off and ceased to own it. But thank
God this is not so. The true “Jerusalem blade”, as Luther named it,
has still its ancient double edge, and only needs to be used in faith
by men who know and count upon its Owner doing His part, to see
the arm of the Lord as in days of old. It is ours to preach: it is His
to work.
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THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS
Hector Alves

The question has been asked, “Why do some preachers say from
the platform that Paul was the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews?”
It would not be in keeping with the purpose of the Hebrew Epistle
to reveal the name of the writer; and certainly we must ignore the
man-made title which appears at the head of it in some English Bibles.
It cannot, therefore, be stated dogmatically who wrote this unique
Epistle. Some have suggested 'Apollos as the writer, and they may
have reason for so doing. But this question requires reasons for sug-
gesting the apostle Paul as the writer; we will give a few reasons.

(1) Although Paul was distinctly the “apostle of the Gentiles”
(Rom. 11: 3) that did not necessarily confine his ministry to them.
We read in Acts 9:15, “He (Paul) is a chosen vessel unto Me, to
bear My Name before the ‘Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Isracl.” ‘We learn from Hebrews 3:1 that this Epistle was written,
not to the nation of Israel at large, but to “holy brethren, partakers
of the heavenly calling”. The apostle Peter wrote his first Epistle to
“the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,” etc. (1 Peter
1:1). The R.V. reads “sojourners of the Dispersion”. His second
Epistle was written to the same people (see 3:1) and in this Second
Epistle he states “even as our beloved brother Paul also according to
the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you” (2 Peter 3:15).
This Second Epistle of Peter was likely written about two years later
than the Epistle to the Hebrews. Peter was writing to saved Jews,
and he reminds them that Paul also had written to them. If the
Epistle to the Hebrews is not that letter, then we do not have the let-
ter to which Peter referred in the canon of Scripture. .

(2) In 2 Thess. 3:7-18 we read, “The salutation of Paul with
mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” We find
that this “token” is given in each of the thirteen Epistles written by
the apostle Paul; but it is not found in one of the Epistles written by
James, Peter, John, and Jude. However, we do find it at the close
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, so giving it a Pauline character.

(3) Another Pauline characteristic is found in parallel terms.
In Hebrews 2:10 the writer speaks of the “many sons” which Christ
is bringing unto glory. Paul is the only New Testament writer who
employs the term *“sons™; the others use a different Greek word, mean-
ing “children”. Another parallel term is found in Hebrews 13:18,
“Pray for us”. In his epistles we find the apostle Paul using this
expression more than once, but no other New Testament writer uses
it. In Hebrews 5:12-14 we find the expressive terms of “milk”,
“meat”, and “babe”, so similar to 1 Cor. 3:1-2: “And I, brethren,
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could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even
as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able.”

(4) We learn from Hebrews 10:34 that this Epistle was written
by one who had been in bonds. Also in chapter 13, verse 19, we find
that he was in some way separated from his Jewish brethren, but hoped
soon to be able to join them again. This could well apply to the
apostle Paul during his confinement at Rome.

(5) The reference to Timothy in chapter 13 verse 23, with whom
Paul was so much associated in his labours for the Lord, is further
internal evidence that justifies suggesting the apostle Paul as the
writer of this Epistle.

Then, when we recall Paul’s love for his brethren in the flesh,
the Jewish nation (Romans 9:1-3), and see this love of the writer
shining out in the Hebrew Epistle, this also suggests that it came from
‘the pen of the man who wrote, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”

All of this, and much more, gives considerable ground to believe
that the apostle Paul was the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
We find thirteen letters from his pen in the New Testament; it is
quite reasonable to look for fourteen; twice seven; two speaks of
testimony, and seven, of completeness. But again let me state, where
Scripture is silent we cannot be dogmatic. “The secret things be-
Jong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed be-
long unto us and to our children forever.” It could also be said that
there are evidences that the writer of this Epistle could be other than
the apostle Paul; some of its form and style differ from the Pauline
Epistles.

The tendency on every hand is to degenerate, and go back to the
old things from which the truth of God has separated us. We are
little likely to hold fast what we have of the truth, unless we are going
on to learn Him more and more. Once we settle down, thinking we
“have already attained” and can rest at ease, we have already begun
to go back. There is continual need of the warning voice, and of
daily exhorting one another, but the exhortation is not always wel-
comed by those who need it most. The exhorters are looked upon as
troublers of the peace, and hard things are said about them. “Art
thou he that troubleth Israel?”’ is addressed to those who are doing
the most to deliver Israel from trouble.
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TAKE HEED
Robert Lightbody
Beware of the enemies at the five gates of Mansoul; Scripture’s
Intelligence Department knows all about their strength and teaches
us protection from our foes.

TAKE HEED TO WHOM YOU GIVE AUDITION

“Watch,” says the Lord Jesus, “what you hear.” In so saying
He deals with appetite. The cravings in our breast are at war; the
flesh cries feed me, while the spirit lacks its necessary food. The
battle is hot and the conflict unceasing for it is a life-long struggle to
starve the natural and nourish the spiritual. To fail in the conflict
or to turn back from the fight proves us unfit for the Kingdom of
God. “TAKE HEED,” therefore, “WHAT YOU HEAR” (Mark
4:24).

It is a scriptural principle that outlay determines intake. It is
not only what we hear but how we hear ‘that interests God and
should concern us. The Lord emphasizes this when He adds “WITH
WHAT MEASURE YE METE IT SHALL BE MEASURED”. This
then is not appetite but attitude. We have gone to the Bible Reading
with the portion to be discussed unconsidered and we have come
again empty. We have sat expecting little and with critical mien
listening to ‘God through his servant and we have risen up unfilled
and unblessed. To remedy our attitude is to make blessing assured
for “UNTO YOU THAT HEAR SHALL MORE BE GIVEN”".
What a blessed verse! What full instruction!

Life itself is an attitude. Hearing touches not only meeting days
but every day. When TRUTH is in view Scripture enjoins to an
attentive attitude but dwelling alongside the Truth there are often
disreputable neighbours — fables. A fable is “anything uttered or
passed on by word of mouth and often containing an element of
untruth.” Fables are just plain gossip. Attend to the TRUTH. Avoid
and abhor Gossip. Do not assimilate all you hear “neither give heed
to fables”. (1 Tim. 1:4).

TAKE HEED TO YOUR ACTIVITIES

“Take heed to the Ministry that thou hast received in the Lord
that thou fulfil it” (Col. 4:17). “Neglect not the gift that is in
thee” (1 Tim:4:14-16).

Dante had seven scars on his sanctified forechead and spiritual
sloth was the last but not the least. Paul uses the words above to
exhort Archippus and Timothy in their turn, to be up and doing. He
who declares that he has neither task nor talent from the Lord is
none of His. At times one has to wait patiently; in such circumstances
the truth of this old saying is precious, “If we sharpen our tools in
the period of waiting, ‘God will find work for us and them.” Attain-
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ment must needs be commensurate with divinely given aptitude and
ability, rendering us all without excuse whosoever we may be.

Next we moved from our activities in general to our activities in
particular; the activities of the tongue. “If ye bite and devour one
another, TAKE HEED that ye be not consumed one of another”
(Gal. 5:15). Here assertions are under review and it is noteworthy
that these are connected with what and how we hear. “A talebearer”,
says an old writer, “is a kind of pedlar that picks up something at
one house and presents it at the next.” How ashamed we feel in the
presence of such words, for with abominable zeal each of us is at
times found spurring this iniquitous traffick.

Further our activities have to be without admixture. There is
a little pharisee in each heart who, at everv turn, would do his
righteousness before men to be seen of them. Beware of his leaven
which is hypocrisy (Luke 21:1). Our aims are now under scrutiny.
Some of us may have what might be termed an acquisitive mind; we
put our hands to God’s work for our own ends. He said unto them
“Beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15).

Who works for glory misses oft the goal
Who works for money coins his very soul
Work for the Lord’s sake then and it shall be
"That these things shall be added unto thee.

TAKE HEED TO YOUR ASSOCIATIONS

“Take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak.” (1 Cor. 8:9-13).

“All things are lawful but all things edify not” (1 Cor. 10:23).
Sometimes we are found demolishing instead of building. Often we
hinder rather than help. To stumble a brother means to sin against
Christ. See to what issue our indiscretions run, for no man liveth
unto himself. It is apposite to realize with another that “One stray-
ing sheep often makes a gap for many more”.

TAKE HEED TO ADMONITION

To the Corinthians in his corrective epistle Paul traces Israel’s
ruin for our learning; he unfolds the sad history for our admonition.
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall”
(1 Cor. 10:12). After all, upon reaching the precarious heights of
self exaltation we only think in our intoxicated minds that we stand.
When we enter such a fool’s paradise we do well to take heed and
come down from our giddy perch for greater men than us have hurtled
headlong to dishonour both their own names and that worthy Name
wherewith they have been called. So it is that in Paul’s concluding
pages a young man receives a word for us all, “Take heed to Thy-
self.”
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TAKE HEED TO HIS SECOND ADVENT

Peter admits that fables dwell alongside the TRUTH in this
world of ours. He assures us, however, that in asserting that the Lord
is coming he is not following any suspect myths. Abraham had seen
the Lord’s Day and Peter alsc had been eye-witness of His Majesty,
and so they in different generations rejoiced together. But says the
latter, we have more to go on than an eye-witness account. “We have
also the prophetic word confirmed, whereunto we do well to TAKE
HEED” (2 Pet. 1:19). Let all them that look for that day rejoice
with glad Abraham and happy Peter. Christian, this is our God-
given Helmet! This is the Hope of Salvation!

In a rushing bustling world where problems and perplexities
abound the warning from the lips of the Master is more than fitting
“TAKE HEED to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over-
charged . . . with the cares of this world . . . and that day come upon
you unawares.” Shall He appear, Unawaited, unexpected by the
elect of God?

I have said much, but of the multitude of my words this is the
sum both for you and for me.

TAKE HEED LEST THERE BE IN ANY OF YOU A WICK-
ED HEART OF UNBELIEF, IN DEPARTING FROM THE LIV-
ING GOD” (Heb. 3:12).

MARKS OF A TRUE REVIVAL

An aged Christian, who has seen much of the Lord’s work dur-
ing a long life of active Gospel effort, writes—“I have never known
a true Revival begin by great outward activity and display. Such
Revivals are got up, and pass away like a cloud of smoke, only leav-
ing the condition of things worse than before. A true revival is
brought down from heaven, and is always associated with much ear-
nest, believing, prevailing prayer. What a change has come over us
since the days of 1859-60! Then it was prayer prayer, prayer—a
prayer meeting in every other house; whole nights of prayer, till God
gave manifest blessing. No grand preachers, no attractive subjects, no
choirs or solo singers in those days. ‘God was recognized as 'the source
of blessing, and on Him His people hung. This was the secret of
the revival of these never-to-be-forgotten years. Yes, and if we are
to see the return of such “days of heaven”, it will be by getting away
back to the old-time way of our fathers, who “drew nigh to God”,
and were on close terms of intimacy with the throne of grace. All
the empty talk of “revival” brought about by flash orators and musi-
cians, is a sham, and its results chaff, which the wind driveth away.”



152 TRUTH and TIDINGS

THE TEACHER — A SERVANT AND SOULWINNER
Frank McConnell
Words of counsel to Sunday ‘School Teachers (1).

Teaching in the Sunday School is no easy task. The work is of
a complex nature, and takes in a variety of duties. It is necessary
that there should be Sunday School teachers. It would be wrong,
however, for any to enter upon the work in a careless and light-
hearted fashion; as if the only thing that mattered was getting the
work done as quickly and with as little trouble, as possible.

The need for Sunday School teachers bespeaks the importance
of the work. There are probably more of them required than for any
other form of service. Because ‘there are so many teachers needed,
we must not assume that the work is lacking in importance or that
it can be taken up by anyone who feels so inclined. It is a work
which requires special fitness, and clearly defined qualifications. As
in every other form of service there must be a knowledge of what is
involved in the work, and of what is needed to carry it through suc-
cessfully.

In speaking thus we do not wish to scare anyone away from the
work as being too difficult to undertake, but rather that those who
are already teachers, and those who contemplate taking up the work,
should view their task seriously, being conscious of the dignity which
ought to characterize what is done.

We must face the fact then that in becoming Sunday School
Teachers we are undertaking a work for God, which, if we are going
to be successful therein, will make great demands upon us. Tt will
influence us in many directions. Tt will require us to regulate our
life in its various departments, in order that each section of the work
may make its contribution to the success of the whole.

Having these things in view we propose to consider the Teacher
and the necessity for the regulation of the life in relation to the
various duties involved.

We have indicated something of this in our title, but we wish to
make our consideration three-fold, and insert between the Servant
and the Soul-Winner another designation, that of the Student.

So then we are to consider:—

1. The Teacher in relation to the Lord—A Servant.

2. The Teacher in relation to the Seriptures—A Student.

3. The Teacher in relation to the Child—A Soulwinner.

These are by no means comprehensive, but will at least help us
to appreciate what is involved in the work from three different points
of view,

1. The Servant.
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Wha't we have to say will probably apply to service generally, but
can be taken as being of particular importance to Sunday School
Teaching.

First of all, we must realize that Sonship comes before Service.
In 2 Tim. 2 Paul speaks of the servant of the Lord in several ways,
but he opens the chapter with the thought of Sonship. “Thou there-
fore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”. Timothy
was Paul’s son in the faith. He had been the means of his conversion.
But Paul could only claim him as his son, because Timothy was a son
of God. The inference is clear. We cannot serve God in any capacity
whatever unless, and until, we have become the children of God
through faith in Jesus Christ. Conversion to God is an absolute ne-
cessity if we are to serve Him. Like the Thessalonians of old we
must ‘turn to God from idols, to serve the living and true God
(1 Thess. 1:9).

‘We must realize also that surrender comes before service. One
of the reasons why so much service is ineffective is because it has not
been preceded by whole-hearted surrender. Even with the Lord
Jesus there was first of all surrender to the will of God, then the
undertaking of service. “Lo T come to do Thy will, O 'God” (Heb.
10:9). *“The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve” (Mark
10:45). We are to give ourselves to the Lord, before we offer to Him
our service. What we are before the Lord is of far more importance
than what we do for Him, and doing cannot be made the substitute
of being. No amount of service can ever make up for the lack of
surrender. ‘Conversion must be followed by Consecration.

What ‘then is involved in becoming a Servant of the Lord in a
particular sphere such as the Sunday School? We may notice the
following:

(a) We must be Called. Tt goes without saying that the need
for Sunday School teachers is great. Superintendents are constantly
on the look-out for fresh helpers. At the same time we must re-
member that the need alone does not constitute the call. This must
come from the Lord. It may come through a wise and discerning
Superintendent, and be coupled with the existence of the need. But,
there must be the strong conviction within that the Lord Himself is
calling us to the work. It is a fallacy to think that Sunday School
work can be successfully undertaken without such a call.

(b) We must be Controlled. When the Lord calls us to His
work, He does not leave us to our own devices, to carry it out as we
think fit. He is in control, and from Him we must take our orders.
This means that we shall be constantly reporting for duty, always at
His disposal, ready to do His bidding. It will help us to realize the
value of prayer if we remember that not only must we speak to the
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Lord:; we must also give Him the opportunity of speaking to us.
Christ controlled service means fruitful service, and is the only service
which really counts.

We must bear in mind, however, that this control may be ex-
pressed through those of His servants who are mainly responsible for
the work in which we share. This is specially true of Sunday School
work. We should always be ready to receive advice and guidance
from the Superintendent, and from other teachers who are older and
more experienced than ourselves.

(¢) We must be Consistent. Need we say that if our work goes
only in fits and starts it is worse 'than useless? We all know those
who are full of zeal and enthusiasm one day, and then who are lagging
behind, and dragging their feet, the next. If the work has been com-
menced as a definite commission from the Lord, we shall not feel like
giving up the first time we come up against difficulties and discourage-
ments. The work of God demands patient plodding on, and a con-
sistent continuity in all that we do for Him.

(d) We must be Considerate. While the call to the work is in-
dividual, the work itself is usually carried out in a collective capacity.
We work with others, and what we do should fit in with what others
are doing. The Sunday School is not the sphere for one who cannot
get on with others. There is a wonderful opportunity for the de-
velopment of the team spirit. A team can only operate successfully as
each member subordinates his personal interests to the interests of
the team as a whole. ‘““In lowliness of mind, let each esteem other
better than themselves” (Phil. 2:3).

—Christian Worker.

DIRECTED — OR, ONLY PERMITTED?
Mervyn Paul

Since our God knows all things and is almighty, it is evident that
nothing can happen anywhere except it be according to His Direction
or Permission. It can be no other way. Think about that for a while,
won’t you? It will help you to see the sense in your making a decision
as to whether you will dare to go in for learning to let Him direct you
in everything or whether you will follow Balaam’s example, cling to
some measure of self-direction, and end up as a devotee of Is-there-
anything-in-the-Bible-against-it.

Yes, it’s as simple as that. Indeed, like it or not, it has to be one
or the other! I say this because my own attempts to mix in a bit of
both resulted in a code of “thou shalts” and “thou shalt nots”; and
when they could not be applied, Self-direction took over. Further-
more, if you have much knowledge of the trends in Assembly life in
these days, you will realize that self-direction is fast becoming the



TRUTH and TIDINGS 155

order of the day . .. which is just another way of saying that the di-
rection of the spirit through the Word is being by-passed as being
unsuited to the tempo of this modern, progressive age.

Take, for instance, the development of solo and quartette sing-
ing, instrumental music, in some professed Assemblies. The person
who would pretend that there is direction in the New Testament to
use them as interest-building methods for Gospel meetings would have
to be either dishonest, naive, or lamentably ignorant. Nobody needs
either the Word of God or the Holy Spirit to operate acceptably in
these fields. A good voice, a knowledge of music, and a chance to
use them are the principal requirements. Since God’s Permissive Will
is relied on to permit them to function, the same Permissive Will
should take care of the details.

Oh of course I admit that we usually pray a little for guidance
so that everything may be done to His glory (even when the hall is
to be re-named “a little church” (chapel) and when an inspiring spire
is to be erected thereon). But you must agree that it is seldom—
very seldom—that we bother much about WAITING to receive that
guidance, either for or against. Even when we do pray for wisdom
to be guided aright, is it not a fairly safe assumption that what we
have in mind is a desire that our own brains shall work so well that
we really shall need no other form of direction?

Now I am addressing these thoughts to you young people chiefly
because it usually is the young folks who put on the pressure for the
adoption of new ideas — without a single thought about enquiring
whether a thus-saith-the-Lord is the source of ‘their exercise, or
whether the idea originated in their own brain box. It is the young
people who press for Youth Rallies and Get-togethers, Young People’s
meetings, a chance to do a broadcast, for summer camps, etc., and
unless I am mistaken, It Is Because They Have Not Sensed the Vast
Superiority of a God-Directed Life that so many have come to rely
for guidance on Is-there-anything-in-the-Bible-against-it.

At this point an array of Scriptures might be quoted. Instead
by way of sharp contrast with those who advocate the adoption of
brain-wave inspired methods, let me tell you a very little bit about
those spiritual giants who planted scores of Assemblies during the
years between 1870 and 1900. They were but a handful in number—
those men who had been members of the North East Coast Mission,
headed by Donald Ross. God had “squeezed them out™ of the de-
nominations, as Mr. Ross used to say, and had brought them to the
place where they would accept His Word, alone, as their guide. So
it was that, in much weakness and ignorance, these dear men and
many who had been saved through them, began to form Assemblies
according to the New Testament pattern and order. And be it noted
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that this work of the Holy Spirit was entirely independent of, separate
from, and established on wholly different principles from, the earlier
work which commenced in Dublin in 1825-32.

Many pages would be needed even to outline the work begun
and carried on by Donald Ross, Donald Munro, John Smith, James
Campbell, James Smith, and others in the 30 years mentioned. Liter-
ally hundreds of souls were saved, and scores of Assemblies were
planted, through them and their helpers, in Scotland, Northern Eng-
land, Canada, the United States, Northern Ireland, Australia and
New Zealand — surely an amazing work of grace in so short a time!

WHEREIN LAY THEIR STRENGTH?

Since I was saved as a child, it was my privilege to have ac-
quaintance with some of these men. Let me tell you of their methods;
then you may make your own comparisons. The Word of God, the
Spirit of God, prayer and a holy zeal constituted, in large measure,
their sole equipment. It was a principle with them to speak to every
one they met, if at all possible. “Is your soul saved?” or, “Have you
been born again®’ was their common, often abrupt, approach to
strangers. For these men deliberately sought to “get to grips with
men’s consciences”, as they used to say. And the Gospel meeting was
regarded as an opportunity for pressing home more fully what they
had said to the sinner on the street. These Men Were Men of God,

Doing Business For Eternity . . . Eternity . . . and they made sure
everybody knew it! Mr. Alex Marshall used to say, “there’ll be
nothing done here until the Devil gets stirred up” . . . and he was

expert at doing just that!

Thus, yielded unreservedly to the Lord, owning no direction what-
ever save that of the Holy Spirit through the Word, the Power of
God was free to manifest itself in their lives and service . . . and it
did. They were directed.

“Lord Jesus, Thou art my righteousness as I was Thy sin. Thou
hast taken to Thee what is mine, and given to me what is Thine. Thou
hast taken unto Thee what Thou hadst not, and given to me what I
possessed not.”

* * * *

There are those who talk largely of love, but when the occasion
to show it arises they seem to have little of it. There are those who
speak of it little, but are always ready to manifest it.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“Through the love of God our Saviour,

All will be well.

Free and changeless is His favour;
All, all is well.

Precious is the blood that healed us,

Perfect is the grace that sealed us,

Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us,
All must be well.”

Mrs. Mary (Bowly) Peters was the wife of a preacher, and while
neither she nor her husband left the sects, several of her hymns were
contributed to an early hymn book used by those gathered unto the
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was published in London in
1842. The “Believers’ Hymn Book” contains no less than eleven of
her compositions, and each one of them is quite frequently sung in
our meetings. They include “Around Thy Table, Holy Lord,” her
shortest, yet one of the most suggestive and expressive which we use
when seated at the table of the Lord. Another that is frequently sung
on such occasions, is “Lord Jesus in Thy Name alone, we soon shall
meet around the throne.” A hymn of singlar beauty, by this author,
is “O blessed Lord what hast Thou done! How vast a ransom paid!”
Other hymns by Mary Peters with which every reader and singer is
familiar, are, “O Lord how much Thy Name unfolds, To every opened
ear’; “Of Thee, Lord, we would never tire”; “The holiest now we
enter”; and “Unworthy our thanksgiving’. Tt is not an uncommon
thing for us to sing two and even three of this author’s hymns at a
gathering together of the saints on Lord’s Day morning, while remem-
bering our Lord.

The hymn appearing at the head of these “Notes” was written
in 1847, and entitled, “Security in Christ;” how well it expresses the
joy and contentment of the child of God.

Mis. Peters was the daughter of Richard Bowly. She was born in
the borough of Cirencester, England, in 1813, and died at Clifton,

July 29, 1856. Her hymns will live as long as spiritual songs are sung
by the church on earth.

The greater part of our sorrows arise from mortified  pride,
thwarted self-will and anxious unbelief.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. Will you please explain in your Question and Answer
columns of Truth and Tidings, the following Scriptures? In 1 Tim-
othy 4:14, what is meant by “the presbytery”? Also James 5:13-16.
In verse 14, who are “the elders of the church”? Is this for today?

Answer. “Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.”
1 Tim. 4:14. The word “presbytery” is a collective term for “the
elders”; the word is variously translated “elderhood”, “eldership”, etc.
This verse states that Timothy had been given a certain gift, not by
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, but that they, the elders,
recognized that gift which had been given to Timothy by the risen
Lord, through the operation of the Holy Spirit. “By prophecy” may
refer to utterances made by the apostle Paul, or others. “This charge
I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which
went before on thee,” etc. (1 Tim. 1:18). In any case, it was clear
that the Holy Spirit had indicated Timothy’s fitness for certain work,
and the elders showed their approval by the laying on of their hands
on him.

“Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord” (Jas. 5:14. It should always be kept in mind that James
is writing to early Jewish believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is also
to be noted here in this verse that the initiative is not on the assembly,
but on the sick person. It is the sick person who is to call for “the
elders of the church”, and then “let them pray for him,” etc. God is
pleased to use such means for the recovery of the sick; but it is the
“effectual fervent prayer” that avails. (verse 16).

No doubt some of these early Jewish converts were shut up to
this procedure. Perhaps a Jewish doctor might refuse to attend to
their case because they had turned their back on Judaism, and along
with the taking joyfully the spoiling of their goods (Heb. 10:34) they
were being deprived of medical care, and would not wish to resort
to a pagan physician who might also practice witchcraft. So, they
could call for the elders in the assembly, when not only means could
be used, the anointing with oil, but also faith could be exercised.
It was to be done in “the Name of the Lord”.

In our day, the position of a sick saint is different. God can,
and does use, and bless means, the skill of any physician, and the
application and use of medicine, for the recovery of His saints. But
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the words of Jas. 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much”, are just as good for us today as they were for
those to whom James wrote them.—H.A.

(One might add that the epistle of James has a distinctive charac-
ter to any of the other epistles of the New Testament, and it is ad-
dressed, not to the saints, nor to the church of God, but “To the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,” James 1:1. AW.]J.).

SEARCHING QUESTIONS
For "Born Again™ People

Do you speak of the faults of others unnecessarily?

Do you love to hear others praised when God has worked through
them?

In every heart there is a supreme place—a sort of throne. Who
sits in yours—an idol, self, or God?

Can you pretend to love Christ without exerting yourself for the
spiirtual welfare of those for whom He died?

Do you give hard judgment on sins to which you have never been
tempted, while you are full of excuses for your own?

Do you impute the lower motive in any case of ambiguous con-
duct, instead of “hoping all things® as love demands?

Can you recollect six times in your life that you ever denied your-
self to the extent of real inconvenience from love to God?

Do you come up even to the Jewish standard of giving a tenth
part of your income to God’s service?

Do you try to find out subjects of sympathy instead of dwelling
on and aggravating the points on which you differ from those around
you?

Do you ever pretend to greater knowledge than you possess, or
take unworthy means to hide your ignorance, or appropriate un-
deserved praise?

Can you be said really to believe in God when the presence of
a human being is a greater restraint upon your actions than the fact
of His all-seeing eye?

Have you thought how much greater is the shame you feel when
a sin is discovered than when it was hidden from the knowledge of
others, although God saw it all the time?

Do you get real pleasure from your prayers, reading and medita-
tion on holy things; or do you get through them to satisfy the demands
of conscience, and are secretly glad when they are over?

“Search Me O God.”—Psalm 139:23.
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THE TRUE GOSPELLER

When Caesar beheld, from the coast of Gaul, the white cliffs of
Britain, he earnestly longed to carry his arms thither. The evangelist,
on the other hand, whose heart beats in unison with the heart of
Jesus, as he casts his eye over the map of the world, longs to carry
the gospel of peace into regions which have heretofore been wrapped
in midnight gloom, covered with the dark mantle of superstition, or
blasted beneath the withering influences of “a form of godliness with-
out the power.”

It would, I believe, be a profitable question for many of us to
put to ourselves, how far we are discharging our holy responsibilities
to “the regions beyond”. I believe the Christian who is not cultiva-
ting and manifesting an evangelistic spirit, is in a truly deplorable

condition. I believe, too, that the assembly which is not cultivating
and manifesting an evangelistic spirit is in a dead state. One of the
truest marks of spiritual growth and prosperity, whether in an indi-
vidual or in an assembly, is earnest anxiety after the conversion of
souls. This anxiety will swell the bosom with most generous emo-
tions; yea, it will break forth in copious streams of benevolent exer-
tion, ever flowing toward “the regions beyond”. It is hard to believe
that “the Word of Christ” is “dwelling richly” in any one who is not
making some effort to impart that word to his fellow-sinners. It
matters not what may be the amount of the effort; it may be to drop
a few words in the ear of a friend, to give a tract, to pen a note, to
breathe a prayer. But one thing is certain, namely, that a healthy,
vigorous Christian will be an evangelistic Christian, a teller of good
news.

A careless reader of the Scriptures never made a close walker with
God.

Correction despised brings sharper correction. Impatience under
God’s corrections only shows our need of the discipline with which
He is pleased to discipline us. We can least bear correction when

we most need it.
* * * *

All things that are within the compass of God’'s promises, are
within the compass of faith.



ESK, SASK.—Brethren Alves and Watson gave us three nights’
meetings before going on to Taylorside Conference. The Lord’s people
enjoyed the word ministered and felt cheered by the visit.

TAYLORSIDE, SASK.—The conference here was large and helpful.
Though the season had been very wet, God gave good weather for the
Conference. Helpful all-around ministry was given by Brethren Alves,
Gray, Willoughby, Hunter and Waatson.

WHITE FOX, SASK.—Geo. McKinley writes that he is plodding on
in this new place seeking to make impressions for eternity.

ONTARIO

NEW ONTARIO—The conferences at CHARLTON, EARLTON, and
ENGLEHART were well attended and the ministry was much appre-
ciated. Brethren sharing in the ministry were, M. Paul, A. Grainger,
B. Widdifield, V. Davey, R. Bruce, G. Shives, S. Simms, J. Merridew,
J. Clarke, A, Joyce, F. Pearcy, W. Cudmore and A. Dellandrea. Brethren
Paul and Widdifield are remaining in these parts to help the small
assemblies. 'W. Cudmore and A. Dellandrea are continuing the gospel
meetings at Earlton where they have seen the Lord’s hand in salvation.

SARNIA and EDEN GROVE, ONT.—Good and well attended confer-
ences were held here and the voice of the Lord was heard by His people.

MANITOULIN ISLAND, ONT.—Frank Pearcey and Robert Booth
are preaching the Gospel together on this island.

QUEBEC

QUEBEC CITY—A day’s meetings were held on June 24, a provin-
cial holiday, in the new hall. About 175 persons from other places and
the city attended.

SHAWINIGAN FALLS—The attendance at the meetings has grown
so that it is inconvenient to gather in the homes.

THURSO—Interest continues to be good in this new district.

GIRARDVILLE—Brother Valbuena from Spain, on a visit for a few
months in Quebec, has had much appreciated ministry meetings in the
assembly here as well as other assemblies.

MARITIMES

PUGWASH JUNCTION, N.S.—The Conference was felt to be a
happy and profitable time. The hall was taxed to capacity, and at some
of the meetings those unable to get in the hall heard the ministry
through a P.A. system. After the conference Wm. Williams of Venezuela
left with John McCracken to visit various assemblies in Nova Scotia,
and give accounts of the work. L. K. and R. McIlwaine left for the
south shore. Douglas Howard and Fred Holder, who recently returned
from Newfoundland, commenced in a portable hall in Oxford, and
J. Blackwood and D. Leathem in Pugwash. A. W. Joyce went to Prince
Fdward Island and had a week of ‘Gospel meetings in a portable hall in
Rose Valley where Russell Harris and Albert Ramsay are having a
good interest and attendance and he purposed also having ministry
meetings to help the little assemblies on the Island. George Heidman
returned to ‘St. John, N.B. Henry Fletcher went to Port Bickerton to
preach the Word. Walter Gustafson went back to Vermont, U.S.A,
and expected to be joined by G. MdCullough.

U.S.A.

HARTFORD, CONN.—C. Patrizio writes of visiting the assemblies
here and at Bristol and Waterbury. The meetings were well attended
and appreciated.

HOMER, MICHIGAN—L. McBain and N. Crawford were to begin
nieetings in this new district. The interest shown at open-air meetings
in past summers has prompted this effort.




EAST AURORA, N.Y.—The Conference was the largest they have
had in years. Ten of the Lord’s Servants were present and the ministry
was helpful and edifying.

PINE HILL, WIS.—The all-day meetings held here on July 4, was
well attended. Four of the Lord’s servants ministered the Word to
profit.

ONTARIO, WIS.—Paul Elliot and C. Yost have had a good interest
and some blessing in tent meetings here. On June 27, a baptism was
held when 17 obeyed the Lord.

b BEETOWN, WIS.—B. Jamison has seen the Lord’s hand in blessing
ere,

MASON CITY, IA.—S. Hamilton has had 4 weeks’ meetings for
saint and sinner using the Egypt to Canaan chart. Some are concerned.

SEATTLE, WASH.—W. Kendrick was here for a few nights and
gave an interesting account of some of his work in the Bahamas. The
Lord’s people seemed to appreciate his ministry.

CONFERENCES

ARLINGTON, WASH.—The annual conference will be held, D.V,,
September 4, 5, and 6, preceded by a prayer meeting Friday evening,
September 3.—Corr. A. S. Colburn, R. 2, Marysville, Wash.

SEATTLE, WASH.—Our annual conference will be held, D.V,,
September 18 and 19, preceded by a prayer meeting Friday evening,
September 17. Breaking of Bread is at 10.30 a.m.—Corr. Geo. Morrison,
4418 Woodlawn Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.

ORILLIA, ONT.—Our annual conference will be held, D.V., Sep-
tember 5 and 6, with a prayer meeting September 4, at 7.30 p.m. Only
those servants of the Lord walking in' the “old paths” will be welcome
to minister the word.—Corr. C. R. Clark, R.R. 4, Orillia.

SAULT STE. MARIE—The joint conference of the assemblies of
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, will be held,
D.V., September 4, 5 and 6 (Labour Day). Prayer meeting in the Gos-
pel Hall, Friday, at 7.30 p.m. All other meetings will be held in the
Technical School. Visitors will be freely entertained as in former years.
Corr.—R. H. Davis, 178 March St., Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

LA CROSSE, WIS.-—Our annual conference will be held, D.V., Sep-
tember 4 and 5, preceded by a prayer meeting Friday evening, Sep-
tember 3. The Lord’s servants who are teaching and walking in the
“old paths” laid down in His word are heartily invited. Corr.—L. Uglum,
316 South 6th Street, LaCross, Wis.

HITESVILLE, IOWA.—Our annual conference will be held, D.V., on
September 18 and 19, preceded by a prayer meeting on Friday evening,
September 17. Ministry from those who have the spiritual welfare of
the Lord’s people at heart are welcome.—Corr. Geo. Frey, Aplington,

Iowa.
CHANGES OF ADDRESS

John Govan, 165697 Pierson, Detroit 19, Michigan, U.S.A.—Corr. Bris-
tol, Con.. Assembly, D. Colella, 300 Divinity St., Bristol, Conn.

WITH CHRIST

RIVER HEBERT, EAST, N.S.—Our dear brother, Harry Dow, pass-
ed away in his sleep on May Tth, at the age of 55 years. He was saved
27 years ago and has been a faithful brother with a good testimony. He
leaves a wife and four children, some of whom are not saved, prayer
is requested. R. 'Harris and J. McCracken spoke to a large company in
the hall, and A. Ramsay and H. Fletcher at the cemetery.

TORONTO, ONT.—On July 5th, our aged brother Arthur Arnold
of the Birchcliff Assembly went to be with Christ in his ninetieth year.
The Word was faithfully spoken by G. G. Johnston to relatives and
{riends, both in the funeral parlors and at the graveside in the town
of Goodwood....
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TIDINGS

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.—Our veteran brother, D. R. Scott is
now 87 years of age. Because of weakness of body he has not been able
to leave the home since returning from the south last May. He follows
with real interest the work of the Lord and the welfare of the assemblies,
among whom he ministered the word during his more than 63 years in
the Master’s service.

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.—Brother Peacock has seen some bless-
ing in the Gospel.

ARMLEY, SASK.—C. H. Willoughby and F. Hunter had meetings
here and at Arborfield, also at Mervin.

"TAYLORSIDE, SASK.—J. Gray had a few meetings after the con-
ference. Previously, he and brother Maxwell had good meetings with
blessing in the Gospel in Okanagan, Wash. J. Gray’s address is now
Box 682, Port Arthur, Ont.

MAIDSTONE, SASK.—J. Ronald had a few meetings and then went
on to Meadow Lake, planning also to 'go to Prince Albert, working the
small towns by the way, with the Gospel.

TOGO, MAN.—A. Wilson and R. Boyle saw a few souls and are now
at Makaroff.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MAN.—David and John Adams had four
weeks’ good Gospel meetings with considerable fruit in salvation, which
was a cheer to the saints.

TAYLORSIDE, SASK.—F. Hunter had good meetings here and
Maidstone, and purposed having meetings in Esk and Glen Ewen. -

MERVIN, SASK.—The Lord gave a good and profitable time at the
conference, which was large; three car loads drove over 500 miles. Varied
ministry was given by brethren Alves, Hunter, Willoughby, Gray and
Watson, and one professed to be saved. Hector Alves and Bruce Cum-
ming had some meetings after and another professed. The former pur-
poses having meetings in Portage and 'Glen Ewen, and brother Cumming
expects soon to return to Venezuela. Baptisms were held at Taylorside,
Mervin, Maidstone and Armley.

KENORA, ONT.—A. Douglas is having ministry meetings.

CHARLTON, ONT.—Mervyn Paul and B. Widdifield have been seek-
ing to help and strengthen the assemblies in this district, in Kirkland
Lake, 'Charlton, Englehart and Hough Lake. Seven obeyed the Lord in
baptism north of Charlton, and at Earlton three young men were bap-
tized, two of whom were saved at recent meetings by W. Cudmore and
A. Dellandrea.

CHAPMAN VALLEY, ONT.—J. Clark and 8. iSimms had Gospel
meetings here. Brother 'Clark was called home as his wife thad an
operation and was quite ill afterwards. Pray for Mns. Clark.
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A TROPHY OF GRACE IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
“The Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.”

I was born in 1920 of French Roman Catholic parents. My
mother had poor health all her married life, and my father, a car-
penter, was compelled to be away from home much of the time in
order to earn a living for his large family. I therefore received very
little parental advice or guidance, and steered my own course.

At the age of fourteen years, T left home, ignorant of the cruel
enemy who was soon to take possession of my soul. The next six years
were spent in riotousness and drunken revelry, with wicked compan-
ions. My father tried to bring me home at different times and cor-
rect my ways. On two occasions I was locked in my room and told
I. would remain there until I became twenty-one years of age, but I
broke all fetters and chains. The parish priest was consulted for his
advice, but he failed to withdraw me from my purpose. The hireling
“careth not for the sheep” (John 10:13).

After being in institutions, hospitals and behind the bars, I soon
became weary of life, and, having refused to return to my parents,
I found myself friendless, penniless and in failing health. (Truly “the
way of transgressors is hard”). In my wanderings one day I found a
friend (who later married me) who gave me a home and a refuge.
I then “turned over a new leaf” and began to read the Bible. “The
entrance of Thy Word giveth light” (Psalm 119:30). I began to
hear the Gospel occasionally, and was awakened to the fact that I
was a lost sinner on my way to Hell.

For two years my poor aching heart longed to know my sins for-
given. Where would I spend eternity? What would atone for all
my guilty past? My soul thirsted and hungered without finding satis-
faction until, on July 13, 1950, I went to a canvas tent in an adjoining
community. I heard the Gospel plainly and faithfully preached. I
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my own personal Saviour, and the
burden of my heart rolled away; I was at peace with God. “There-
fore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:6). “All we like sheep have gone astray,
we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid
on Him, the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

“None of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
Or how dark was the night
That the Lord passed through,
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.”
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It may be that some who read the above may say, “I have never
gone into the depths of sin that this woman did, she needed to be
saved.” Remember that however carefully, morally and respectably
you have picked your steps on the “clean side of the broad road,” you
need God’s salvation or you will never be in Heaven. Take heed
that you do not fall into the error of the elder brother in Luke 15
who criticised his prodigal brother when he returned from the far
country, found fault with the father for welcoming him, and remained
in his self-righteous pride outside of the father’s house.

Before God, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” Take the
guilty sinner’s place, receive the Saviour of sinners as your very own,
and you will prove the cleansing power of the blood of Christ, and
join in the rejoicing that follows every true conversion to God. “There
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth.”

GOSSIPS

Talebearing, tattle and gossip are accountable for more trouble
among the children of God, than all other evils put together, and
preachers are not free from it. Some, who are not particularly active
in visiting among the unconverted, find plenty of time for tea-party
gossip where the affairs of others are overhauled. And the results of
the afternoon’s talebearing is often wrought into the evening’s address,
for want of something more spiritual and edifying, dug by prayerful
study from the Scriptures. Preachers of little gift, if they have true
godliness, may often be a means of great blessing to fellow-believers
alike in ministry of the Word and in visitation, but gossips are an
unmitigated curse and a cause of strife in every community to which
they gain an entrance. The only cure is to grip them firmly, as that
man did, who, when one began his tale of woe, asked him to write
what he had said, and sign his name to it.

The possession of grace fills us with very different feelings from
the possession of anything else.

Learn much of your own heart; and when you have learned
all you can, remember you have seen but a few yards into a pit that
is unfathomable.

When I look into my heart and take a view of my wickedness, it
looks like an abyss infinitely deep, and yet it seems to me that my
conviction of sin is exceeding small and faint.
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GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THY STEWARDSHIP
Wm. Williams

The parable of the unjust steward has a very practical applica-

tion today to all the Lord’s people. It shows—
1st——That a steward can waste his master’s goods.
2nd—A steward can lose his position.
3rd-—A steward has to give an account of his stewardship.

The Apostle could say, “I have a stewardship entrusted to me”
1 Cor. 9:17 (R.V.). This explains why he could say: “I am debtor
both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians” Rom. 1:14. Now, no
doubt in a very special way the Gospel was entrusted to Paul, but
he could write to the Philippians: “In the defence and confirmation
of the gospel, ye are all partakers of my grace” (Phil. 1:7).

Every Cristian should know that he or she has a debt to pay
to all the unsaved with whom they come in contact in the daily routine
of life and should never feel satisfied until they have paid that debt,
by giving them the gospel, either by word of mouth, by means of a
good tract, or by taking them to gospel meetings. In this sense we
will have to give an account of our stewardship at the Judgment Seat
of Christ. How solemn if we have wasted our Master’s goods. 'Many
of the Lord’s people never give away a tract; many never say a word
to the unsaved about their soul, (even to those who are near and
dear to them). Many of the Christians never ask anyone to go to a
gospel meeting with them. They are wasting their Master’s goods.

In view of this stewardship Paul could say: “I am ready to preach
the gospel to you that are at Rome also” (Rom. 1:15). Now we are
not all ready to make known the gospel. It requires exercise to have
a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men. The
mouth that would speak of His love to sinners must not smell of
tobacco or liquor. The feet that would go to the hall or the home
with the gospel must be clean feet — a clean walk. The hands that
‘would pass on a tract must be clean hands. The enemy loves to get
‘Christians whose mouths are not clean, whose feet are not in the way
of righteousness and whose hands are not holy hands, to show a zeal
in the gospel, a brazen-faced fearlessness in giving away tracts, in
order to cover up sin; an effort to engage in active gospel work in
order to do penance as it were, and thus cover up some unconfessed
sin. We are always afraid when we see a worldly carnal Christian
suddenly become excessively active in giving away tracts or speaking
to people about their souls.

“And as every man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God”
(1 Peter 4:10). Now this scripture says “as every man hath received
the gift”. That is, all saved ones have received some gift, not to bury
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answered their prayers as he had received a circular letter from China
so they would send the gift to China! Had they had even what is
called “sanctified common sense” they would have thought of the
preachers plodding on in their own neighbourhood.

Now all stewardship requires prayer for guidance from God and
much more the responsibility of disbursing the assembly offerings.
We would suggest that the elders throw away their lists and come
together to pray and seek ‘God’s face as to whom they should send
the fellowship. Beware of haphazard giving. Beware of “saving your
face” by giving the week-end visitor a little to “buy the gas”. Beware
of partiality and favouritism. Beware of “wasting your Master’s

goods.”

"WRECKERS"

I watched them tearing a building down,
A gang of men in a busy town.
With a Ho-heave-ho, and a lusty yell,
They swung the beam and the side wall fell.
I asked the foreman, “Are these men skilled
And the kind of men you would hire to build?”
He laughed and said, “Why, no indeed,
Just common labourers are all I need.
They can easily wreck in a day or two
What builders have taken year to do.”
So I said to myself as I went on my way,
“What part in the game of life do I play?
Am I shaping my deeds to a well-laid plan,
Patiently doing the best I can?
Or am I a wrecker who walks the town
Content with the labor of tearing down?”

For every look at yourself, take ten looks at Christ. He is alto-
gether lovely.

Live much in the smiles of God. Bask in His beams.

How many worlds would a lost soul in hell give for an oppor-
tunity of coming to Christ!
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SEPARATION FROM RELIGIOUS EVIL
Franklin Ferguson, New Zealand

The foretold apostasy of the Church is rapidly setting in and
will come to a full head when Antichrist appears. All denominations
are affected. ‘But before the climax the Lord will descend to the air
to receive to Himself His true Bride (1 Thess. 4:13-18). The mass
of merely religious people who have never been “born again” will be
left behind. Scripture reveals that there is no remedy for apostasy—
the deliberate giving up of the foundation truths of the Word, once
held (Heb. 6:4-8). It is impossible to change the religious systems
so leavened with “Modernism”;; all that can be done is simply to
leave them. “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” (Rev. 18:4). In
coming out it is not to start something new; but just to go back to
God’s order and arrangement for the Church, as at the first.

Let us turn to Heb. 13:10-16. The Jews to whom had been
committed the oracles of God (Rom. 3:2), and ordinances of Divine
service (Heb. 9:1), rejected their Messiah, saying, “Away with Him,
crucify Him!” Their house of worship, with all its ritual, was now
to be left unto them desolate (Matt. 23:38). They had cast out the
Son of God and would have none of His teaching. They led Him
without their city to Calvary and there crucified Him, in ignominy
and shame. As the sin-offering of old was burned without the camp
(Lev. 6:30; 16:27) so Jesus also suffered without the gate.

Inside that apostate city the temple worship went on, as usual,
with all its beautiful display; but where was the Christ of God? Out-
side, rejected, slain! Could that temple-worship be now acceptable
to God? Impossible! Would Christ be any more acceptable to
Christendom today, if he were to come? The leaders are denying His
deity, His virgin birth, His atoning blood. Could they more definitely
reject Him? Yet they continue their ornate services in their chaste
architectural edifices, professedly worshipping God. Does He accept
it? Nay! The true worshipper must turn his back on this religious
delusion and “go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing
offence, to this day. This is the time for the true disciple to identify
himself with the despised and rejected Son of God.

“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing” is the clear duty of every child
of God (2 Cor. 6:17). And when, at His command, we have sepa-
rated ourselves from it all, not in a pharisaical spirit, but in the fear
of the Lord, how can we be justified in returning, even for an hour,
to the thing we have left? In the words of the inspired apostle, “If I
build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a trans-
gressor” (Gal. 2:18).
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Does separation from religious evil and the systems of men cur-
tail one’s usefulness? No, it does not. To the obedient one a blessed
encouragement is given by the Lord: “I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it; for thou hast a little strength, and
hast kept My Word, and hast not denied my Name” (Rev. 3:8).

WHY BE OBEDIENT?
Mervyn Paul

If there is one word in the Bible which few Christians really love,
I think it is the verb “obey” Personally, I never have cared for it;
in fact I have given up all hope of ever acquiring a taste for it. In-
deed, it is perfectly natural to feel rebellious toward the idea of
bbedience, and to expect, rather, to captain our own ship, to do as
we wish, directing our courses according to our own inclinations and
judgment . . . just as Eccl. 11:9 points out. And yet we find
the principle of Obedience stressed on almost every page of God’s
Word; while every commandment, every exhortation in ‘the New
Testament is a direct call to obey.

But why, oh why should so much obedience be required of us? Is
it because our God is an arbitrary Being Who thinks only of His own
glory, and Who makes endless demands upon us just because He is
all-powerful, supreme?

Now it must be admitted that none of us would care to answer
“ves” to that question. Yet is it not strange that Christians rarely
bother to consider what the reasons for it actually are? We recognize
that the Lord has a right to expect us to obey Him because we belong
to Him. We know, too, that He is good, and doeth good. So it is
that with many a sigh, grunt or groan we settle down to do our tire-
some duty, considering ourselves remarkably virtuous for doing so.

After all, apart from our natural disinclinations, it isn’t always
easy to obey. Other people’s ideas, purposes and plans may be affected
by our obedience, requiring unpleasant adjustments in them. Besides,
while we realize that we must accept a measure of obedience as our
proper responsibility, yet who wants to keep on being obedient all the
time? Other young people don’t do it. . . . We admit that the Lord
Jesus was acting in obedience every minute of every day and night,
and that 1 John 2:6 calls upon us to walk as He walked. But gener-
ally we are able to remind ourselves that He was perfect, and that we
are not. Having thus quietened our consciences, we find no trouble
in turning to something less challenging, something more interesting—
to be quite frank.
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BUT WHY DO WE FEEL DISTURBED AT THE IDEA
OF BEING OBEDIENT AT ALL TIMES?

The answer comes easily;; and in stating it a flood of light is
let in on our natural reactions. It is that, since our natures have been
spoiled by sin, THE MAKE-UP OF OUR PERSONALITIES IS
LOADED WITH DEFECTS. Moreover, although we discern them
without difficulty in others, we are largely unconscious of our own
defects, alas! the bitter truth is that we, literally, are loaded down
with personality blemishes, which our blessed God seeks to teach us
to OVERCOME — in view of the ages to come. Commenting on
the present tense aspect of Rom. 8:29, one has said: “When a man
is born again the Holy Spirit begins to work in him, ‘both to will and
to do of His good pleasure’ (Phil. 2:13), and to conform him to the
image of Chrnist. This work is progressive; it is salvation from the
power of sin.” Thus the first benefit of obedience is, that to the
extent that we are learning “to will and to do of His good pleasure”,
to that extent we are becoming more like His Son, and are being
delivered from the mastery of indwelling Sin.

Unhappily, not a few Christians see but little advantage in
bothering too much about such conformity here in this life, except
as a matter of rewards by and by. They argue like this: “What’s
the use of all this concern? We know we can’t be perfect down here
anyway, but we will be up there.” Thus the ages-to-come importance
of it never enters their heads.

Since it is not easy to explain this feature in so many words, let
me illustrate this way: A man is ordered to exhibit all the apples from
a selected tree. He is not to discard a single apple; yet none is to
be exhibited with a single defect, either! What is he to do? Placing
his best fruit on the top rows, the less shapely ones below them, he
solves the problem of the great number of blemished apples BY CUT-
TING OUT THE DEFECTS with his knife. Thus his lower rows
will be filled with fruit fairly splotched with cut-out patches — a
sorry sight to see! YET NOT AN APPLE WILL HAVE A SINGLE
DEFECT. Moreover, all may receive the same careful polishing and
be exhibited in the same place and style. But had the grower been
able to OVERCOME THOSE BLEMTSHES WHTLE THE FRUIT
WAS IN FORMATION how different the display might have been!
For the effects, the results of those defects, never could be effaced.

Yes, all the natural, but sin-spoiled, counsels of our hearts will
be removed at the Bema; 1 Cor. 4:5. And we shall appear “dressed
in beauty not our own”. Yet, if there shall be regrets in heaven,
surely they will be many when we realize — at last — what might
have been! Then we shall see that obedience to the Lord in every-
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thing was 'His means of enabling us to overcome those defects
while our lives were in formation.

So those of us who display bad temper, or who go forth hastily
to strive, or are discontented, jealous, selfish, conceited, indolent, spite-
ful, indifferent to the needs, or welfare of others, are given to levity,
fault-finding, saying cutting things, getting even with others, to osten-
tatious living (1 John 2:16) and, or, other such evils resulting
from the defective counsels of our hearts, HAVE OUR CHANCE TO
ALTER THEM NOW. For obedience is the royal specific designed
to enable us to overcome them ‘“while there’s time and opportunity.”

(The Lord willing, more next issue).

NOT I; BUT CHRIST
A. P. Klabunda

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.”

An early writer, in defining Christianity, expressed it in these
words: “Christianity is the reproduction of the life of Christ in a
believer”. Mr. C. H. Mclntosh expresses it in similar words, “Chris-
tianity is but the manifestation of the life of Chnrist, implanted in
us by the operation of the Holy Spirit, in pursuance of God’s eternal
counsels of sovereign grace.” Quoting from Gal. 2:20, Paul the apostle
sums up Christianity in these words, “Not I, but Christ.”

Christianity is not what we confess with our lips; but what we
manifest in our lives, not one day in seven, but daily in the home,
in school  in the office or shop, as well as in the church. Tt is a daily
life-long business, requiring constant diligence in denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, living soberly, righteously and godly in this present
world. This can be done only as we walk in the light as He is in the
light. Reluctantly, the Jews, because of what they had witnessed,
acknowledged that Peter and John “had been with Jesus”. Though
unlearned and ignorant men, their boldness in preaching, and the
miracle done in the lame man, left the Jews marvelling and silent.
They could not gainsay it.

No man demonstrated Christianity more fully than did Paul the
apostle. From the day of his conversion until the day of his death,
his ambition was, “That I might know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering, being made con-
formable unto His death.” Christianity was such a vital, living power
in him, that his one consuming desire was, that Christ should be
magnified in his body, whether “it be by life or by death”. This is
the pinnacle of Christianity. Have we reached it? Is it the ambi-
tion of our life?
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The secret of Paul’s life lay in the consciousness of the fact that
he was “crucified with Christ”. He reckoned himself dead with
Christ, and the life he was then living, was not his own, but the life
of Christ reproduced in him. “Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me”. In as much as Christ never sought His own glory,
but the glory of Him that sent Him, so in the measure that Christ
lives in us, will we seek His glory. The apostle, though he might
desire to glory, forbore lest any man should think of him above that
which he saw or heard him to be. His glorying was in the cross, and
rather than make that glorying void, he said, “It were better for me
to die.”

The preaching of the cross was the only magnet Paul used to
draw men to Christ. He shunned every invention of man so common
today. It must be evident, even to the humblest believer, that
whether music, solos, duets or trios are used, these glorify the creature
rather than the Creator, and not only rob the gospel of its power, but
the people of its blessing. May the Lord exercise the hearts of all,
lest we should cast a reflection upon the gospel, and lower the dignity
of the cross by use of human art and man’s device. It is human to

exalt the “I”. Christianity exalts Christ. John Baptist pointed his
disciples from self to Christ. Some thought him to be the Christ. “I

am not” was his reply. ‘Others said, “John did no miracle, but all
things that John spake of this man were true.” The Lord said of
John, “He was a buming and a shining light”. Though John was
no miracle-worker, yet his testimony by life and lip turned many
hearts to the Lamb of God. This was his life’s mission, so that in a
few short years, he burned himself out for the One whose shoes he
was not worthy to bear.

The spirit of Christianity is sometimes set in reverse by men who
receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh
from God only. An example of this is found in 3 John, where a
mortal man like Dictrephes, dares to assume the place of the Immortal
among His people. In so doing, he disturbs church fellowship, and
disrupts church order by setting up “man rule”, with himself as the
man”. His love for the preeminence, and his fear of losing it,
denied many of the brethren their rightful place in the church, and
cast out others who would receive them. Yea, he would even close
the door against the apostle himself. It meant little to Diotrephes if
God’s flock, His beautiful flock, was scattered in a dark and evil day

3

i
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as long as his authority was unquestioned, and his place in the church
unchallenged. Wih him it was “Diotrephes first, last and always.”

It would seem sufficient evidence that such men will not tolerate
wholesome instruction, nor endure sound doctrine, and rather than
have it preached among them, they close the door to men who refuse
to barter the truth for personal gain. Such practice is both cowardly
and dishonest. The saints are denied the truth that would deliver
them from the evils of this world, social and religious, and that would
make them meet for the Master’s use. Men who compromise the
truth are given acceptance, whereas men who NOT ONLY PREACH
BUT PRACTISE the truth are denied. It would be a boon to God’s
Assemblies if these men would cut themselves off from their fellowship.

In contrast to Diotrephes, we find Gaius, whose love for the truth,
opened his home to men with the truth, that he might become a
fellowhelper to the truth.

Moses is another outstanding character who surrendered his asso-
ciations with the throne of Egypt, and took his place amongst the
lowliest of his brethren. Moses would rather suffer afflictions with
them than rule over them. Yea, he was willing rather to be blotted
out of God’s book than to see them blotted out (Ex. 32:32-33), and
preferred rather to lose his place amongst God’s people than to deny
them their place.

What more shall we say of Gideon, who in the days of the judges,
refused to be ruler over the people of God. When the men of Israel
said to him “Rule thou over us, both thou and thy son: for thou
hast delivered us from the hand of Midian”, Gideon said, “I will
not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall
rule over you.” His self-effacing answer was a rebuke to their fickle-
ness. Having delivered them, he might have reason to become their
head, and accept a place which they so willingly offered him; but
having God’s glory before him, he refused to enthrone himself in the

hearts of God’s people, nor would he accredit glory to himself that
belonged to God only.

Oh, for the spirit of the perfect Servant whose meat and drink
was to do the will of Him that sent Him, who said, “Not My will,
but Thine be done”; and to be like the bondservant who imitates
his Master, “Not I, but Christ”.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“I once was a stranger to grace and to God;
I knew not my danger, I felt not my load;
Though friends spoke in rapture of Christ on the tree,
JEHOVAH TSIDKENU was nothing to me.”

It was on the 18th day of November, 1834, that Robert Murray
M’Cheyne wrote this popular and well-known hymn; he was then
a youth of twenty-one years, and just recovering from an attack of
fever which had laid him on a sick bed. This man was loved and
revered beyond many in his day, because of his spirituality and
godliness of life.

It was the death of his eldest brother, David, that was used of
God in awakening him to a sense of his ruin as a sinner before God,
and the awfulness of dying without Christ. David was a faithful and
promising young ‘Christian, to whom Robert was greatly attached,
and God in His unerring providence took the older brother away from
this scene, while He brought the younger one into the knowledge of
sins forgiven.

R. M. M’Cheyne was born in Edinburgh, May 21st, 1813, The
youngest of the family; he begean to preach at the age of twenty-one.
Mr. M’Cheyne disapproved of the custom of the day, of reading
sermons; believing that this method greatly weakened the power of

the message. One who often heard him preach, said, “The heads of
his sermons were not the milestones that told how near he was to the
journey’s end, but they were nails which fixed and fastened all he
said.” From the early days of his ministry M’Cheyne laboured with
untiring zeal and fervour. Amongst his first efforts was to begin a
weekly prayer meeting, and also to establish Sunday Schools around
the district where he lived and laboured. About the end of his second
year in the ministry, Mr. M’Cheyne’s health broke down, caused by
his excessive toil and labours. He accepted an invitation to join a
deputation being sent by the church to Palestine, among whom was
one of his close associates, Mr. Andrew Bonar. There he preached
the gospel to the Jews just as he did in his homeland. Returning to
his congregation at Dundee, after an absence of three months, he
received a most affectionate welcome. The few years following were
times of blessing which spread beyond Dundee to many parts of Scot-
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be a good example before others. The Lord keep us from letting
slip the truth through spiritual carelessness, or letting go the truth
through spiritual cowardice.

THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE GIFT FROM GOD

“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God . . .
that God in all things may be glorified” (1 Peter 4:10-11). Public
ministry of the Word of God to the people of God seems to be the
special thought here. But in closing it may be mentioned that every
child of God has some gifts from God which it is yours to use and not
to abuse. There is the possible danger of attempting to do what God
has never fitted us for, to minister beyond the ability which God has
given, in which case God is not glorified. There is also the danger
of neglecting the gift which God has given, and for which each one
must give account.

In the widest possible sense every brother and every sister is a
steward, for body, soul and spirit belongs to the One Who has re-
deemed us. “Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price,
therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). All that we
are and have belongs to Christ. Each member of our bodies is His,
we hold those members as a sacred trust to use them for His glory.
In the light of the Judgment Seat of Christ, may we enter much more
than we have done in the past into the deep meaning of the words
sometimes so lightly sung,

“Not that I have, mine own T’ll call,
T'll hold it for the Giver,
My heart, my life, my strength, my all,
Are His, and His forever.

FAITH

A traveler crossed a frozen stream,
In trembling fear one day.

Later a teamster drove across,
And whistled all the way.

Great faith and little faith alike
Were granted safe convoy—

But one had pangs of needless fear,
The other all the joy.
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quence of material wealth, which only the grace of ‘God will overcome.
It is shown in various ways, and is grieving to ‘God and to the godly.
There may be evidence of that spirit in the desire to dress exclusively,
or in any manifest effort to keep up with the rich of the world. The
greatest calamity that could befall them in life would be to lose their
wealth. We have known rich Christians who held their riches with
a light grasp—not carelessly, but as given of God. While not dis-
tributing lavishly, as if to exhibit it, they have been “ready to com-
municate”. This is pleasing to ‘God and according to His Word.
Others who spend plenty upon themselves, show little pity for the
distressed. These may some day experience what it is to lack the
necessities of life.

As for those who “will be rich”, all that is promised them is that
they will “pierce themselves through with many sorrows”., Such cases
are not lacking, unfortunately, whereas, if they had been contented
with such things as they had the lender would have avoided his loss,
and the borrower would have retained a good reputation.

The sane and wholesome habit, and in many cases the only honest
one, is to “pay as you go”. The amount of credit involved today in
installment sales has many financiers perplexed. And they are not the
only persons that are worried. How disturbing it must be to con-
stantly remember that the collector will be calling! Perhaps not one,
but several, each representing a different deal! Should this condition
exist in the lives of ‘Christian people, in view of the command: “Owe
no man anything!” (Rom. 13:8). :

There are debts which are not considered as such, because the
interests of the creditor are fully covered by some collateral, such as
mortgages on properties, by which the mortgagor heartily agrees to
accept the property as guarantee for the loan, for the interest it will
gain until paid off. But is it honest to obtain from another, and
without payment in full, what will result in loss to him, if by inten-
tion or mishap payment is not made to him!

In the case of store bills and similar indebtednesses, one could
wish that no Christian would incur such a debt, but would buy only
what the cash on hand would permit. Nevertheless, when a promise
to pay has been made, it should surelybe kept, as made before the Lord.
A Christian, who toiled hard in wood cutting, had sold some of his
product, with the promise that it would be paid upon a certain -day.
On the strength of this he purchased a quantity of groceries in town.
The day arrived on which he had been promised the money, and on
which he in turn would pay the grocer. But the purchaser of the wood
failed him, leaving him unable to fulfil his obligation. At once he set
out and walked six miles to the store to inform his creditor of the
circumstances, and to assure him that he would be paid -as soon as
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THE PURPOSE OF THE LORD'S DAY MORNING MEETING
(‘Written in reply to a question)
Hector Alves

It is true that we have no scripture binding us to hard and fast
rules regarding our gathering together around the Table of the Lord,
yet there are scriptures to guide us concerning the order of this
meeting.

When we thus gather, the primary object is to break bread; “And
upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them,” etc. (Acts 20:7). When our
Lord instituted this meeting or gathering, He said, “This do in re-
membrance of Me” (Luke 22:19). Then in 1 Cor. 11:26 the Holy
Spirit adds through the apostle Paul, “For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till He come.”
When we gather around the Table of the Lord, that is neither the
time nor the place for making confession. Before the priests of old
approached the table in the Tabernacle, they washed their hands
and their feet at the laver, outside in the Court. Neither is the Lord’s
Table the place for giving out gospel hymns, nor wilderness experience
hymns, nor praying for one another, or speaking or praying about
ourselves. Whatever is said or done, or whatever portion of the Word
of God may be read before partaking of the bread and the wine ought
to be in harmony with the object of our coming together — “This do
in remembrance of Me”.

_The order of this sacred gathering may be learned from the order
of events at the institution of this ordinance; namely, Preparation,
Worship, Breaking of the Bread and Drinking of the Cup, Ministry
of the Word, Prayer and Intercession. The events which took place
in the upper room are fully recorded in John chapters 13 to 17. In
John 13, we find our Lord washing His disciples’ feet. Following
this, in chapters 14, 15, and 16 we find Him giving plain, pointed,
and practical ministry. Then in Chapter 17 we have intercession.

PREPARATION is a necessity. “Let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup,” 1 Cor. 11:28.
This is the laver of cleansing. I have heard of places where, in years
gone by, saints met in an informal manner for half an hour in prayer,
humiliation, and confession, before going to the appointed place to
remember the Lord.

WORSHTP. This certainly ought to characterize our Lord’s
Day morning gathering together. Some object to that meeting being
called “The Worship Meeting”. The question might be raised, if we
do not worship then, when do we worship collectively? We certainly
do not worship during the afternoon Bible Reading or Ministry Meet-
ing, at the evening Gospel Meeting, nor at the assembly weekly Prayer
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DIVINE ENCOURAGEMENT
Franklin Ferguson, New Zealand
Not ForGoTTEN

“I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands™ i Isa. 49:16).
There are moments when the Chnstan is tempted to think as Zion
thought, “The Lord hath forsaken me, my Lord hath forgotten me.”
When the burdens and cares of life seem more than we can bear, when
the mind is depressed and nothing gives us rest and comfort, when
things appear to be against us and little, if anything, for us, then in
the bitterness of our spirit we take sides with poor Jacob, saving, “All
these things are against mel!” Qur treacherous heart is quick to say
to us, “The Lord no longer thinks of you; for if He did, surely these
troubles would never be! But our faithful Lord must not be judged
by circumatances. *“What thou knowest not now, thou shalt know
hereafter.”

Come, let us dry the tcars, and wear no more a gloomy counten-
ance. The clouds will soon roll by. The sky will soon be blue. If
for the present Christ has strewn our path with briars instead of
flowers so that our poor torn feet can scarcely trudge along, shall we
question His wisdom or His love? “Behind a frowning Providence
He hides a smiling face.” Be of good cheer, fellow-Chmstian. How
can He forget us? 'Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee.”

It was as though Jehovah had made on the paims of His hands
an engraving of Jerusalerm — the city which He loved — marking its
walls, its towers, and its gates, that He might have its inhabitants con-
tinually in remembrance. But of the Church, that Bedy of which we
are members individually, it is no walled city portrayed upon His
flesh: it is the print of nails in His hands. Yes: and as His eyes sce
those deep wounds, His thoughts are to usward. No mother’s heart
vearns over her fond babe as His heart yearns over us. Oh, then, let
nothing persuade us that we are forgotten of the Lord. “Shall tribula-
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword,” separate us from the love of Christ? With emphasis let us
now exclaim, NO!

Trials are but blessings in disguise. Though the
and the wind is picrcingly cold. we will solace our | :
thought, “Nothing changes God's affections™. His Jo ¢
circumstance, and with unerring judgment He weighs e H
laving it upon us. When we meet Him by-and-by, we shall under-
stand what now we cannot know, and read the meaning of our tears.
And falling down before Him we shall bless the hand that laid the
strokes upon us.
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We must not be afraid of discouragements. Children can be so
trying at times. Often we shall be tempted to think that we are our-
selves, utter failures. It is then that above all else, we must cast
ourselves upon the Lord, and seek grace to persevere, and carry on
with the work. At times we need to remind ourselves of the great
possibilities which are inherent in the work we are doing. When a
child is won for Christ it is a double salvation—a soul saved and a
life saved. The Ilife thus saved may turn out to be of great use for
God. Many Sunday School teachers, have had the joy of seeing
children whom they have taught and won taking their places in the
front line of the battle in the cause of Christ, becoming in turn mighty
soul-winners. We cannot all be Peters, winning the crowds for Christ,
but we can be Andrews, and perhaps lead a Peter to ‘Christ. Would
it not be right to say that if there were more Andrews there would
be more Peters?

Moreover, the Sunday School, and all young people’s work, is
usually the most fruitful section of the whole field of evangelism.
There are far more conversions before the age of twenty than there
are afterwards. It has been stated that the peak age for conversions
is thirteen. What a responsibility and yet a privilege to have children
around this age under our care. How we should watch them care-
fully, and rejoice if we are allowed to reap where others have sown.

Taking the long view, we shall be assured of much encourage-
ment. We shall be ready to admit that the work we are doing brings
with it much happiness and is the cause of much joy and rejoicing
which we would otherwise miss. More than this, we may rest assured
that Sunday School Teachers will be well in the forefront when the
servants of the Lord appear before their Master’s Bema to hear His
well done, and to receive His reward. There surely will be more than
a sufficient recompense.

Oh sweet will be at even’
1If you and I can say
Kind Shepherd we’ve been seeking
The sheep that went astray.
Heartsore and faint with hunger
We've heard them making moan,
And lo! we come at nightfall
And bear them safely home.

—Christian Worker

“Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 5:24). We do not read that
he was a great talker, but that he walked with God. That is what
the Lord delights to see in His people.
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and thence to the miserable defeat, and death, along with his heir,
plus the desecration of their remains, described in Chapter 31.

So, to the two benefits of obedience mentioned last month, viz.:

(1) A progressive work of conformity to Christ, and deliverance
from the mastery of indwelling sin;

(2) The overcoming and modification of character defects so
that throughout the ages to come we shall not bear the marks
of their removal; let me add:

(4) A life of confidence in God, freed from fears, nervous ten-
sions, frustrations, irritability — and all the evil character-
istics of a self-centred life — which can become the portion
of those who will make it the objective of their lives “to
will and to do of His good pleasure”; Phil. 2:13.

(4) A fourth point is that obedience to the Lord’s word, “Occupy
till T come” (Luke 19:10), is His method of fitting His
children for “positions of authority and responsibility” in
the coming kingdom age. See also: Rev. 5:9-10; 20:6;
1 Cor. 4:8; 2 Tim. 2:12; etc. :

Yes, as most Christians know, the reigning time is coming by and
by. Yet few take it seriously, much less do they realize that Life time
is Training-time for Reigning-time!—Rev. 2:26-27 along with 2 Tim.
2:12.

So get your sights up, young Christians! The ages to come are
right ahead of you . . . and Obedience is the “open sesame” to the
blessings you desire so greatly before long . . . fitnesses, and distinctions,
and spheres, of heavenly service —

FOR ETERNITY!

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves
“O Lamb of God! we lift our eyes
To Thee amidst the throne;
Shine on us, bid Thy light arise,
And make Thy glory known.”

The writer of this hymn, Alexander Stewart, was a brother in
the Lord who faithfully ministered the Word; powerful 'in his ex-
position of the Scriptures, he was an acceptable preacher at Confer-
encce Meetings throughout the country.

Born in ‘Scotland, in. 1843, he had a religious training, and at
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TIDINGS

HUNTSVILLE, ONT.—There was a real good conference, larger than
usual, with thirteen of the Lord’s servants to give help in the Word.
The Amstein conference which followed the next week end was also
profitable, practical and helpful. F. 'G. Watson is having meetings in
Arnstein with the “Two Roads” chart with good attendance and blessing
in the Gospel.

ENGLEHART, ONT.—Russel Harris and E. Wickert of Cuba are
having Gospel meetings.

DEER LAKE, ONT.—B. Widdifield is having meetings and visiting
in this part.

STRONGVILLE, ONT.—Stanley Simms is preaching the Gospel
here.

SARNIA, ONT.—A. W. Joyce gave a little help in the regular meet-
ings while, with the valued help of brethren here, building a portable hall.
He has been exercised about trying the town of Oakville along with
Frank Pearcey; a lot has been obtained, but permission is awaiting from
the town council for the erection of the hall.

TORONTO, ONT.—Wm, Warke is having real good Gospel meetings
in the Bracondale Hall.

LAKESHORE, ONT.—Bert Dobson has been preaching the Gospel
and seeing souls led to Christ.

CLEMENTSVILLE, N.S.—F. Holder is having good meetings and
getting some strangers who have never been in the hall before.
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Divine Hand pressed more and more heavily upon the King and his
people. As plague after plague fell, Pharoah weakened and changed
from defiance to compromise.

The first compromise—*“Sacrifice to your GOD IN THE LAND”,
Ex. 8:25. Satan has no objection to a worldly religion, or to a pro-
fession of Christianity that does not change the life. Moses’ reply
was, “We will go three days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice
to the Lord our God, as He shall command us.” God designs that
His salvation will completely separate the believer from the world,
there must be “three days’ journey into the wilderness”. By the cross
of Christ we have been separated from the world altogether (Gal
6:14). “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2 Cor. 5:17).
This is true positionally of every real believer, and surely it should be
true in a practical sense as well.

The second compromise — Don’t “go very far away.” (Ex. 8:28).
How often we have heard Mr. Worldly Wiseman urge, “Don’t carry
this thing too far. It is all right to be saved, but do not be too strait-
laced, — do not be too narrow-minded.” A borderland Christianity
is never a real testimony for God, and it won’t last long. It is a
policy that is highly commendable to men, but the Lord Jesus called
it “an abomination in the sight of God”. See Luke 16:13:13. Strong
language, isn’t it? With such a warning before us, shall we argue,
“How near to the world can I go and still be a Christian, or still main-
tain my place in the assembly?’ Or should we not rather say, “How
far can T keep from the world, and in walking through it, how best
can I prove myself to be a stranger and a pilgrim in it?”

The third compromise — Leave your children behind (Ex. 10:
10-11). A wily Pharoah well knew how that the children would be
ruined, and the parents would be beguiled back again into Egypt. A
wily Satan argues with the Christian parents, “you can’t save your
children, and since they are not saved they must have some pleasure
in the world. Either let them have their fling in the world, or bring
some of the pleasures of the world into the home, so as to hold them
there.” How specious the arguments Satan can raise, yet how en-
tirely different to the wise counsel of the Word. “Ye fathers, provoke
not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). How balanced the Word of
God is! The wisdom and love of the spiritual Christian parent will
not produce undue resentment in the mind of the child, even though
the “nurture and admonition of the Lord”, will keep from the child
many things which are permitted by the worldly-minded parent.

The fourth compromise — Leave your flocks and herds behind.
If Pharoah cannot keep hold on their persons, he will lay claim at
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least to their possessions. He will not allow the claim of God upon
His people, (as was pointed out in last month’s article on Steward-
ship) that all they are and have belongs to Him Who has redeemed
them. Also Moses said, “We know not with what we must serve the
Lord, until we come hither”, (that is into the wilderness). In other
words, God has given us sufficient of His mind to lead us right out
of Egypt, but not until Egypt is left behind, will He fully communicate
His mind to us. Have we entered into the truth of this? Qur daily
business can be carried on to the glory of God, but this will be so only
if we recognize that the business also belongs to our Redeemer, to be
carried on for Him in keeping with that worthy Name we bear. To
Pharoal’s last offer comes the plain reply, “There shall not an hoof
be left behind.”

“Every man has his price!” No, thank God, here was a man,
Moses, whose answer to every overture of the Evil one was “NO
COMPROMISE”! Nor did Moses stand alone in this; Abraham
would not be enriched by the offer of the King of Sodom but said
to him, “I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet” (Gen.
14:23). Joseph would not yield to the solicitation of a wicked woman.
Naboth would not “sell out” the inheritance of his fathers though it
cost his life. Mordecai would not bow to Haman, nor would the
three Hebrew youths bow to the image of Nebuchadnezzar, though
the refusals brought the former to the verge of the gallows, and the
latter into the fiery furnace.

May we also, to every suggestion to sell out the truth, to remove
the ancient landmarks, to bow down to worldly maxims, to lower the
standard, say, “By the grace and help of God, NO COMPROMISE!”

DIVINE GUIDANCE—If only we are humble and self-distrust-
ful; if we wait on our God in simplicity of heart, uprightness of mind,
and honesty of purpose, He will, most assuredly, guide us. But it will
never do to go and ask counsel of God in a matter about which our
mind is made up, or our will is at work.

* * * *

Christ, as the Apostle (Heb. 3:1), came from God to speak to us.
Christ, as the High Priest (Heb. 7:1), has gone up to ‘God to speak
FOR us.

* * * *

The gift of the Lord Jesus was the declaration of God’s love (John
3:16). The death of the Lord Jesus was the necessity of God’s
righteousness (verse 14).
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THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
Franklyn Ferguson

It is well ever to keep in mind the “day of account” that is
coming for us all. We are “stewards of the manifold grace of God”
(1 Pet. 4:10), and as such shall have to render to our Lord an
account of our stewardship. All that we are accountable for must
needs be brought before the appointed Auditor, our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of God has announced, “We shall all stand before the
Judgment Seat of Christ,” and “every one of us shall give account
of himself to God” (Rom. 14:10-12); moreover, “God shall bring
every work into Judgment” (Eccl. 12:14). There can be no ex-
emptions.

The idea held by some is that the Judgment Seat will be simply
the joyous occasion of the distribution of rewards, and the conferring
of honours, and the giving of praise and glory to all who deserve it;
which is far from being the full truth of the matter. It will certainly
be all this, but more. There will also be “hidden things of darkness”
come to light; “counsels of the hearts” made manifest (1 Cor. 4:5);
the wrong materials used in our building operations will be revealed
and burned; great losses suffered; rewards and honours forfeited for
ever (1 Cor. 3:10-15). Oh, think of it! How sobering to our minds
should be this serious aspect!

All the redeemed family will share equally the Father’s love and
the many glorious privileges of His Home on high, the eternal abode
of His myriad hosts of sons and daughters. But in the Kingdom to
come, the places of honour and the rewards are apportioned to those
who have merited them, according to their degrees of faithfulness on
earth (Matt. 25:23, Luke 19:12-19).

The question of our eternal salvation will not be raised at the
Judgment Seat; that was long since settled at the Cross for every
believer. The fact of our standing before Christ in our bodies of
immortality disposes completely of such an idea. It is the Lord judg-
ing His people as to their testimony, works and service down here;
approving and disapproving; rewarding and withholding rewards;
adjusting all things by His perfect standard, once for all.

With everything finally settled and all the Lord’s people having
received their due, tears wiped from weeping eyes, then will the
eternal glory be ushered in. No more will a cloud cross our sky,
sorrow and pain will be felt no more at all, and the Church will appear
“as a Bride adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2). Happy day that
will never have a night!

Though solemn and searching as this subject is in certain re-

spects, yet we can thank God for the Judgment Seat of Christ. It
will mean much to have had the mind of Christ upon everything;
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with His correct estimate of all; so that never a question shall ever
be raised again; but there will be the feeling of full acquiescence with
all His judgment, without a tinge of jealousy at others receiving more
honours than ourselves; all saints perfectly happy together, for ever,
in the eternal glory of God!

DON'T GO BACK

Disheartened by the extraordinary dangers and difficulties of
their enterprise, a Roman army lost courage, and resolved to retreat.
The general reasoned with his soldiers, expostulated with them,
appealed to their love of country, to their honour and to their oaths.
He sought by all that could revive fainting hearts to animate their
courage and shake their resolution to return. Although they trusted,
admired and loved him, his appeals were all in vain. They were not
to be moved, and, carried away with a panic, they faced around to
retreat.

They were forcing a mountain pass, and, at this juncture, had
just cleared a gorge where the road, between great rocks on one side
and a foaming river on the other, was but a foot-path, broad enough
for the step of a single man. As a last resort the leader laid himself
down there, saying, “If you will retreat, it is over this body you will
go, trampling me to death beneath your feet.” No foot advanced.
The flight was arrested. The soldiers could not mangle beneath their
feet one who loved them, had often led them to victory, shared like
a common soldier all the hardships of the campaign, and was ever
foremost in the fight. They were inspired to a decision, they wheeled
around to resume their march, deeming it better to meet sufferings
and even death itself, rather than to trample underfoot their devoted
and patriotic leader.

Shall those who have named the Name of Christ not depart from
iniquity? Shall those who have enlisted under His banner go back
into this evil world? ‘Shall those who have renounced sin return to
its pleasures? To do so would involve a greater crime than if these
Romans had trampled their devoted leader to death. The Lord Jesus,
as it were, lays Himself down on our pathway to the world; nor
can any become backsliders and return to the practice and pleasure
of sin, without trampling Him under their feet.

To rejoice with Christ is one of the first qualifications of a soul-
winner; and I cannot be rejoicing with Him, if I am murmuring at
the gift and grace He has bestowed upon my brother.

Some people can talk Christianity by the yard but fhey cannot
walk it by the inch.
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WOMEN — AND THE WORK OF THE GOSPEL -
H. B. Thompson

I hope that in our own measure we all preach the Gospel. Not
that I advocate the public ministry of women, which the Word of
God condemns. But there is no sister in Christ who may not do what
the woman of Samaria did—invite others to the One 'Who had saved
her.

In the work of the building of the wall in the days of Nehemiah,
there was one man, Shallum, who had no sons but daughters only,
and we are told that those daughters helped their father in the building
of the wall (Neh. 3:12). There were also wise-hearted and willing-
hearted women who had a hand in the preparation of the material
of the tabernacle (Ex. 35:25-29).

Remember, that to sisters is given this unspeakable privilege of
working towards one end — the in-gathering, by the Gospel, of the
lost and perishing, to the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
apostle Paul, in writing to the Philippians, said — “I entreat thee also,
true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the
Gospel.” Help them, that is, with a view to their reconciliation —
to be of the same mind in the Lord. Some little difference had got
in between them, and similar differences, small at first, do not always
end there. Frequently sides are taken, and division may ensue from
what was a very small matter at the beginning, just as a spark may
fire a mighty building. Those women appear to have been instru-
mental in God’s Hand in furthering the Gospel, when Paul was in
Philippi. They probably went among those of their own sex, and
spoke to them individually, or brought them to hear the Gospel as
preached by the apostle.

I trust that in our respective spheres, and according to our various
capacities, each one preaches the Gospel, not merely by lip, but
especially by our lives. I have been deeply impressed with the fact
that the Holy Spirit, through the apostle Peter, in the first epistle,
places little emphasis on lip testimony. I am not disparaging that;
it is essential, but the emphasis all through this epistle is placed upon
the value of actual living. In chapter 3:1 to godly-living wives, the
gracious promise respecting their unregenerate husbands is given—
“They also shall without a word be won by the conversation of the
wives . . . while they behold (scrutinize) your chaste conversation

coupled with fear.” (See the Greek).

The eyes of the world are resting upon us. The unregenerate
do not care what our ‘creed is, but they do take cognizance of the
lives we live, and by which we either commend, or hinder the Gospel.
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ADVANCE OR DECLINE: WHICH?
W.W. Fereday

Early in the Nineteenth Century there was a remarkable move-
ment towards the recovery of the original simplicity of the Church
of God. The sweetness of the 'Gospel had been marred by inter-
mixtures of error; and the cumbrous machinery of Christendom, with
its hordes of robed and titled officials was felt to be a serious hindrance
to the free action of the Holy ‘Spirit, such as is delightfully portrayed
in the Acts of the Apostles.

Rigorous renunciation of all ecclesiastical excrescencies resulted.
A plain table with bread and wine upon it was substituted for the
gorgeous “‘altar”; a simple desk was considered more suitable for the
preacher than a carved pulpit; surplices and gowns were discarded
for ordinary garments, and expositions of Scripture (by no means
brief) pouring from hearts in deep enjoyment of the grace of God
taking the place of elaborate sermons laboriously produced.

What have the heirs and successors of the men of the past cen-
tury to say to these things? Is the simplicity so cherished and guarded
that there is abundant room for the free action of the Spirit? Elaborate
arrangements, addresses carefully planned and written, solos and
choirs, instrumental music—do all these things suggest spiritual ad-
vance or spiritual decline? Is Saul’s armour coming back upon us,
piece by piece? [Let all who fear God and reverence His Word pause
and reflect.

One thing is certain, the power and freshness of a century ago,
with its richness of exposition which attracted thoughtful souls from
every quarter, seems lacking today. But the Spirit of God abides with
us still, and the door is open for return to His ways of simplicity and
blessing.

AFFLICTION
There is a mountain in Scotland called Cairngorm — literally
“the blue mountain” — and on it are found valuable rock crystals.

It is said that the way the Highlanders gather the stones called ‘Cairn-
gorms is this; when there is a sunburst after a violent shower, they
go and look along the brow of the mountain for certain sparkling
spots. The rain has washed away the loose earth, the sunbeams light
upon and are reflected from the stones, and thus they are detected.
This is just God’s way of bringing forth His own — His “jewels”.
Affliction lays them bare.

3

Each of us has what learned men call an “individuality”; and,
if we try to “be some other person”, the attempt will be as dishonour-
ing to God, as it will be contemptible in the eyes of men.



208 TRUTH and TIDINGS

THE CHRISTIAN AND SICKNESS
G. G. Johnston

In these days of strange vagaries regarding the reasons for sick-
ness in the human family, and the proposed cures of man’s many
bodily ills, it is important to be well balanced and sane in our thinking
in such matters. It is evident that as mortals we are all naturally very
interested in our physical and mental well-being — how to keep well,
or if sick how to recover health.

Many of the theories current today are founded upon heathen
superstitions and quite unworthy of the serious consideration of any
who enjoy the light of God’s Word. ‘Of those who read and profess
to take the ‘Scriptures as their guide, some consider that sickness of
the body can only be caused by some sin; that since our Lord and
Saviour suffered for sin upon the cross, consequently all believers
should claim good health of body as the result of Redemption.

To substantiate this, they quote Matthew 8:17: “Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” These fail to observe that
this part of the prophecy in Isa. 53 was fulfilled then, during the life
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and refers, not to what He bore on the
cross, but what He bore during His life, out of sympathy with the
many sufferers of that day. In our study of this subject, we might
consider (1) What are some of the causes of sickness, among be-
lievers, according to Scripture? (2) What methods of cure are therein
proposed?
~ There is no doubt but that in some cases sickness has been and
is caused by sin in the life of the Christian. For this reason, one of
our first considerations, upon falling sick, should be to examine our-
selves and make confession, that our souls may benefit by the Lord’s
chastening. Sin among the believers at Corinth was certainly the
cause of the apostle writing “many are weak and sickly among you,
and many sleep (are taken away).” (1 Cor. 11:30). But let us not
imagine that it was only the immorality, the drunkenness and disorder
that was among them, to which the apostle, guided by the Holy Spirit,
made reference. There were pride, strife, hypocrisy, deceit and other
more respectable sins manifest among them, and we must not excuse
ourselves if we have merely escaped the grosser forms of evil. How
we all come short of the standard in Phil. 2:3. “Let each esteem
other better than themselves.” “Only by pride cometh contention.”
(Prov. 13:10). Has there been a contention between two sisters?
two brethren? Is there strife in the assembly? Are you the cause of
it? If so, beware lest the Lord lay His hand upon your body. And,
if He has already done so, make haste to set things right with the
other party, because this is not only spoiling your fellowship with them,
but also with the Lord. Do not fear to humble yourself and make
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misinterpretation of certain Scriptures, and the overlooking of others.
While in most of our Lord’s miracles of healing He performed the
work without the employment of means, we see Him anoint the eyes
of a blind man with clay and then command him to wash in a pool.
Timothy is exhorted to take a “little” wine for his stomach’s sake and
his often infirmities. Tuke, the beloved physician, must have em-
ployed some of his acquired knowledge in helping the ailing, or he
would not have been known as a physician. If in man’s future state
“the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations”, surely
the discovery of the value of herbs and other medicinal products, so
carefully studied for centuries, is not to be despised.

These, and other New Testament portions, assure us of the pro-
priety of making use of human skill in the recovery of the sick. .
Numerous passages could be quoted from the Old Testament, of
course. One of these is in reference to the poultice of figs placed
on Hezekiah’s boil.

In conclusion, it is evident that a Christian should, in case of
sickness, first seek God’s face in prayer and exercise, as to why this
has been allowed by God. Then, that it is definitely in order for
bhim to call to his aid whatever human skill he can find in the way
of doctors, medicines, or other appliances, to effect, if possible, the
recovery of the sick one.

PRAYER

Oh, the victories of prayer! They are the mountain tops of the
Bible. They take us back to the plains of Mamre, to the fords of
Peniel, to the prison of Joseph, to the triumphs of Moses, to the
transcendent victories of Joshua, to the deliverances of David, to the
miracles of Elijah and Elisha, to the whole story of the Master’s life,
to the day of Pentecost, to the keynote of Paul’s unparalleled ministry,
to the lives of saints and to the deaths of martyrs, to all that is sacred
and sweet in the history of the church and the experience of the
children of God. And when, for us, the last conflict shall have passed.
sand the footstool of prayer shall have given place to the harp of
praise, the memories of time that shall be gilded with the brightest
radiance, shall be those, often linked with deepest sorrow and darkest
night, over which we have the inscription, “Jehovah-Shammah” —
The Lord was there!

That station in life is most desirable which has the least in it
to cumber the spirit, and to entice away the heart from Christ.

They are loudest in excusing themselves, who have most need of
accusing themselves.
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Dear Martha . . . unseeing Martha! Tt is not unlikely that her
Lord’s rebuke hurt her sorely. It would seem to her so unappreciative
—s0 unsympathetic, don’t you think? True, she was cumbered; but
it was because she was trying to do her very best, to set before her
Lord “many things” — meaning different sorts of food-dishes. It
must have made her feel flat, after all her trouble, to be told that
“only one thing” — only one sort of food — was needful. Yet in
this way, alone, could her loving Lord (John 11:5), in His unfailing
faithfulness, teach her that there was a better part. Dear Martha!
she just hadn’t accepted — yet — that poor way of doing things.
Perhaps she got around to it later?

Mary’s attitude, of course, was altogether different. To her,
any simple thing would do for a meal so long as she could sit in the
Learner’s Class, “at Jesus’ feet”, and hear His Word. The meal that
her sister prepared was very good, no doubt —— while it lasted. But
the lessons Mary learned that day are in her possession still. They
“shall not be taken away from her”. From this fact we judge that
such instruction becomes the ages-enduring wealth of all who will
do as Mary did. Many young believer’s read their Bibles as a duty.
A few, who are student-minded, read them ‘to learn the principles
and teachings found therein. But the true disciple cannot be satisfied
with merely that. Such will take his, or her, Bible and read it as
before the Lord, asking Him, not only to open it up to the under-
standing, but chiefly, asking Him to speak to him, to her, through
His Word as it is being read . . . Ever do that? Actually, it is lesson 1
in the Disciples” ‘Class. Let me urge you to get the habit. For you
simply must make some progress as one who learns from Him if you
ever hope to make the next grade!

That John and Andrew, with the others, made such progress is
apparent from John 13:12-17. They still were Believers and Disciples;
but here the Lord advances them to the Servants’ Class. Likely they
had been enrolled in this class for some time (Luke 9:1-6), and had
learned its earlier lessons. But in this passage one special lesson fea-
lture is emphasized. It is that he, or she, who would be a servant
of the Lord must learn to follow the Perfect Servant’s example.

Class number 4 comes into view in John 15:14-15. The Chris-
tian’s advance into the Friends’ ‘Class is strictly conditional: “¥f ye do
whatsoever T command you”. In this grade the Lordship of Christ
and the guidance of His Word become the hourly concern of the
student, with special revelations of God’s will as the reward (Psa.
25:9, 14) and true fruitbearing.

The final grade mentioned in John’s Gospel is found in John
20:17. Because of Calvary and His resurrection, we learn that His
friends have advanced so far in intimacy with Himself that He speaks
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of them as “His Brethren”. None of us would dare to refer to Him
as “our Brother”. Yet in those words He sets before us our union
with Himself (Heb. 2:11) ; and in this class surely the possibilities and
fruits of that union (already begun in the Friends’ grade: John 15:
4-8), will be entered into most fully. Of it T cannot pretend to
speak from experience. But I feel pretty sure that the writer of 2 Tim.
4:6-8 had been an honour student therein — indeed, was about to
graduate, cum laude.

So, as these grades appear before us in John’s Gospel, I am
suggesting 5 Classes in the Lord’s School. How are we getting along,
you and 1? How far have we advanced? Since Examination Day
(2 Cor. 5:10) is just around the corner, let’s ask ourselves the im-

portant question: ~ WHAT CLASS AM T IN NOW?

FORM WITHOUT POWER

John Ritchie
SoLEMN LEssons FroM ANcIENT HisTorY

The Apostle warns us in 2 Tim. 3:1-4, that the last days will be
characterised by “a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof”.
This, in its fullest measure, applies clearly to those who are religious
professors without being possessors of Christ. But whatever it at any
time rampant in the religious world, becomes a temptation and a
snare to the true people of God, and needs to be especially guarded
against in the assemblies of the saints. Form without power, an
intellectual assent to certain doctrines, apart from their sanctifying
and spiritual force being manifested in the life and testimony, the lip
confession of the truth, without its inward grasp on the heart and
conscience, and its outward controlling power in the walk and ways,
is what believers need to dread, and watch against at the present time.
Truth held in the intellect, or known as a creed, or reecived from
others, even sound doctrine, does not sanctify, or lead to God.

Unless Divine truth comes to the soul as the voice of God, and
is welcomed and obeyed as such, maintaining the saint in soul health,
sanctified walk, and communion with a holy God, it is of little practi-
cal value, and may at any time be wrested from our grasp. Those
who “buy the truth” at some personal cost, or who, through many
and hard conflicts, recover it from the enemy, generally set a proper
value upon it, and hold it fast, because of its intrinsic worth, “in faith
and love, which is in Christ Jesus,” “by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth
in us,” as the Apostle speaks (1 Tim. 1:13, 14), but when “faith and
a good conscience™ (1 Tim. 1:19) fail, the power of the truth is gone,
and very soon its outward form is also lost or renounced.

The opening chapters of the First Book of Samuel, bring this
line of things before us in a solemn and searching light. The history
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there, has its voice and its message to us, “upon whom the ends of the
ages have come” (1 Cor. 10:11, R.V.), which we do well to hear and
to heed.

The house of the Lord is at Shiloh, with the sacred ark within its
holiest of all. Eli, the aged priest is there; so are his sons Hophni and
Phinehas, who, as descendants of the Aaronic line, succeed him in
his office. But while all is right in outward form, there is an evil
inward condition. Eli is an easy-going man; not himself personally
wicked, but unable or unwilling to guard the honour of the Lord’s
house, or purge its courts from evil. Need we wonder when he failed
to rule and judge his own? His sons were wicked men, “sons of
Belial”, who misused Jehovah’s sacrifice, and wrought wickedness in
the very courts of His house. Eli is not charged with sharing in, or
even approving of this evil. Indeed, we are told he remonstrated
with them concerning it, but the Lord says, “he restrained them
not” (chap 3:13).

His ‘business as Jehovah’s priest was to set the Divine honour
high above all, to guard the sanctity of the house of God, to see that
His claims were honoured and His Word obeyed. But he did not.
In the Lord’s reckoning he honoured his sons more than his God
(chap. 2:29), and for this he was judged and set aside, as the channel
of communication between the Lord and His people. True, he still
held his office, and wore the ephod, but Eli was no longer a vessel
meet for the Lord to use. The “child Samuel” was taken up, and
the aged priest was set aside because of his unfaithfulness. The secret
of the Lord was with a praying Hannah, but not with the official
priest. Yet he, who was thus judged by his God, misjudged and
falsely accused the woman whose prayer the Lord heard, mistaking
her sorrow of heart for wine, and misjudging her as “drunken”. And
thus it often is, as many godly souls well know. They are misjudged
and misrepresented by fallen and faithless men, who neither judge
themselves nor their house, whose eyes have “waxed dim” (chap. 3:3),
whose spiritual discernment is gone, and who being out of communion
with God themselves, can only misjudge others who walk with Him.

The failure of the priests was the beginning of the evil, and had
great and far-reaching results to Israel. It speaks to us solemnly of
the failure of the saints in their inner life, their communion with God,
and their service toward Him in His sanctuary, as those whose business
is to guard His house, according to the holiness that becometh it,
to teach His statutes and judgments, and to put difference between
clean and unclean (Lev. 10, 11). But if the priest’s lips fail to “keep
knowledge”, and to “seek the law at the mouth of the Lord” (Mal
2:7), that he may do it, and then teach it, the failure of the priest is
soon felt in the ranks of Israel.
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Godly worship of saints living in priestly communion, leads on
to and gives power in teaching, which is set by God in the Church
for “reproof and correction”, as well as for “instruction in righteous-
ness” (2 Tim. 3:16). When priestly communion fails, teaching ceases
to have the desired effect. ‘Such is the scene within. In Eli there is
laxity and indifference to the Lord’s honour; in his sons lawlessness,
ungodliness, and unholy affinity with the world. Let us look at the
results without. Israel goes to war with the Philistines, notwithstand-
ing their fallen state, and are smitten on the field. The elders ask
the question, “Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to-day?” (chap.
4:3), and without waiting to consult God, or find out the cause of
defeat by falling on their faces before Him, as Joshua had done on
a former day of disaster, to learn that secret sin was its cause (Josh.
7:6, 11), they say, “Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord
out of Shiloh unto us, that when it cometh among us, 1T may save
us” (1 Sam. 4:3). And when the sacred chest was borne into the
camp in charge of Eli’s wicked sons, the people “shouted with a great
shout” (ver. 12), as their fathers had done when that same ark was
borne around Jericho’s walls, preceded by sanctified priests in holy
garments, walking “before the Lord”—for we are particularly told
that they “passed on before the Lorn™ (Josh. 6:8), whose presence
was there with His Ark. But their shout was vain, for although the
ark of God was there, the God of the ark was not, and they were not
only smitten with a great slaughter, but the ark of God was wrested
from them, and fell into the hands of their enemies, while the sons of
Eli, who were its custodians, were slain.

That ark was the symbol of God’s presence among His people,
and of the doctrine that speaks of it. But it was in bad keeping.
The priests who had it in their charge were God-dishonouring men.
They had not His fear before their eyes. They were unclean, and
the Lord had departed from them. How could they, or even the
ark of God in their keeping, work deliverance? Instead of helping
Israel, they bring judgment upon themselves. Thus the ark falls into
the enemy’s hand, the guilty priests are slain, Eli falls dead, and
“Ichabod” is written upon Israel.

The truth of God’s presence in His ‘Church, of the Lord Jesus
in the midst, of His Supreme Headship and the indwelling of the Holy
Ghost, held in faith by godly men, walking in separation from evil
and giving effect to the truths they own, will never fail to be a source
of blessing, and a means of victory to the people of God. But when
only the outward form is there, the mere doctrine, apart from its holy
and sanctifying power, will result in judgment instead of blessing.
Power is lost when sin is unjudged, unconfessed and unrepented, and
in time the truth itself will be wrested from the church, as indeed
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it already thas been, by the uncircumcised. Truth held in unholy
hands, by men out of communion with God, in unhallowed alliance
with the world, will neither save nor bless, but will bring those who
boast in its possession, under judgment.

THE SECRET THINGS

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God.” Deut. 29:29.
Be not curious to search into the secrets of God; pick not the lock
where He hath allowed no key. He that will be sifting every cloud
may be smitten with a thunderbolt; and he that will be too familiar
with God’s secrets, may be overwhelmed in His judgments. Adam
would curiously increase his knowledge; therefore Adam shamefully
lost his goodness: the Bethshemites would needs pry into the ark of
God ; therefore the Hand of God slew about fifty thousand of them.
Hover not about this flame, therefore, lest we scorch our wings. For
my part, I will carefully improve myself by what He has revealed,
and not curiously enquire into that which He has reserved.

* * * *

In discussing a point, do not be like those who argue for triumph
rather than for truth.

LEARNING THE TRUTH FROM GOD

There is a new generation arising and coming into prominence
in many assemblies of the Lord’s people, who have come into the
position they now occupy, more by force of example than by convic-
tion from personal examination of the Word. They have inherited
rather than “bought” the truth, which many of their fathers fought
to win and for which they suffered. The tendency is to hold what
they do with a certain grasp, but in the hour of testing, they let it
slip, or forsake it.

Nothing is really a blessing or a power in the soul, save that which
is learned from God, and held in the firm conviction that it is God’s
truth, which can never be changed. Let it be the business of the soul
to “search” (John 5:39) and “examine” (Acts 17:11) the Word of
God, and thus learn the truth direct from Himself. Then it will
become a power in the heart and an unction in the life and ministry.
It will not be something with which to barter or trifle, or to change
with every passing wind of doctrine. It will stand firm in the soul,
and faith will ever hold it fast in communion with its Divine Author.

“His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.”
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“Thou art coming, O our Saviour!

Coming, God’s anointed King!

Every tongue Thy Name confessing,
Well may we rejoice and sing.

Thou art coming! Rays of glory,
Through the veil Thy death has rent,

Gladden now our pilgrim pathway,
Glory from Thy presence sent.”

Frances Ridley Havergal, the writer of this hymn on the coming
of the Lord, was converted when quite young. One of her teachers
put the questions to her, “Why cannot you trust yourself to the
Saviour at once? Supposing that now at this moment Christ were
to come in the clouds of heaven?” etc. In her autobiography she
relates, “There and then 1 committed my soul to the Saviour. I
do not mean to say, without any trembling and fear; but I did.”

Fanny, as she was called at home, was the youngest daughter of
W. H. Havergal, a preacher in the Church of England, and himself
the author of more than one hundred hymns. Miss Havergal never
married; she lived a happy, peaceful and useful life, writing prose,
poetry, and hymns. Her health was precarious, and at times she
suffered much pain, yet always exercising great confidence in God.
Most of Miss Havergal’s hymns were first written on scraps of paper.
An example of this is seen in the writing of one of her best known
hymns —

“I gave My life for thee,
My precious blood I shed,
That thou might’st ransomed be,
And quickened from the dead.
I gave My life for thee:
What hast thou given for Me?”

In reply to a private letter received from a Christian in Brooklyn, con-
cerning this hymn, she wrote—“My dear unknown friend in Jesus:
Answering your question about the hymn, “I gave My life for thee.”

Yes, it is mine, and perhaps it may interest you to hear how nearly
it went into the fire, instead of nearly all over the world. It was,
I think, the very first thing T ever wrote which could be called a hymn,
written when I was quite a young girl. T did not half realize what
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I was writing about . . . I don’t know how I came to write it. I
scribbled it in pencil on the back of a circular, in a few minutes, and
then read it over and thought, well this is not poetry, anyhow. 1
won’t go to the trouble to copy this; so I reached out my hand to put
it in the fire. A sudden impulse made me draw it back; I put it,
crumpled and singed, into my pocket. Soon after I went out to see
a dear old woman in an alms house. She began talking to me, as
she always did, about her Saviour, and I thought I would see if she,
a simple old woman, would care for these verses, which 1 felt sure
hobody else would ever care to read. So I read them to her, and
she was so delighted with them that when I got home I copied them
out and kept them. Now the Master has sent them out in all direc-
tions. I have seen many tears when these lines were being sung in
gospel meetings, and ‘have heard of them being blessed to many.”

“Thou art coming, O our Saviour,” was written at the village
of Winterdyn in November, 1873, and first appeared in a local news-
paper called “The Rock”. Later it appeared in leaflet form with
a tune by the authoress. The hymn is an illustration of her experi-
ence at the time of her conversion, when all fear was removed of
the coming of the Lord.

“Thou art coming! Not a shadow,
Not a mist, and not a tear,
Not a sin, and not a sorrow,
On that sunrise grand and clear.”

Despite poor health Miss Havergal lived a strenuous life, her
labours being wholly devoted to the Master’s service. “‘She spoke, she
taught, she sang, she prayed, she wrote for Him.” In her dying hours
she sang one of her hymns in part, to her own tune —

“He who came to save us,
He who bled and died,
Now is crowned with gladness

At His Father’s side.
Never more to suffer,

Never more to die,
Jesus King of glory,
Is gone up on high.”
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because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them,
I went from thence into Macedonia.” The “them” makes it clear
that there were brethren in Troas, and the likelihood that there was
a gathered company; for, on arriving at Troas Paul had expected to
find Titus there; apparently Troas had been agreed upon as the
place of meeting. The words in verse 13 “taking my leave of them”,
means ‘“to separate oneself from.” (See Acts 18:18 for the same
expression. )

Returning to Acts 20; it is clear that Paul is making a hurried
journey, “intending to depart on the morrow” (R.V.) Yet, he
“tarried seven days”. (R.V.) This being so clearly and definitely
stated, points to the conclusion that Paul’s stay over the Lord’s Day,
yet “ready to depart on the morrow”, was for the chief purpose of
tbeing with them for the breaking of the bread on “the first day of
the week”.

This was not an accidental gathering, nor an informal gathering,
nor a haphazard gathering; but it was a regular first day of the week
gathering together for a definite purpose, “to break bread”. The
saints at Troas were in the habit of doing this; the “upper chamber”
was in use (v. 8). Mr. Thomas Newberry, in the signs employed
in his excellent translation, brings this out very clearly. The marking
Ibefore the words in verse 7, “when the disciples came together to
break bread,” convey the meaning — “having done, and doing.”
(See Newberry Bible, Portable Edition.) Luke is the writer, and
is one of the company, so he says “we were gathered together to break
bread”. R.V. Those who came together were the brethren at Troas,
as they were wont to do, and amongst them the seven men who were
in Paul’s and Luke’s company. (See Verse 5). “Paul preached unto
them”; the “them” would include the saints living in Troas, not merely
those who were travelling through. Although they did not gather
together for the purpose of hearing Paul preach, he took advantage
of the occasion of their being gathered together; and prolonged his
speech until midnight.

By comparing Scripture with Scripture, I think we are quite
safe in concluding that there was an assembly at Troas when Paul
stopped over at Troas, as recorded in Acts 20:6, 7. Also, it would
be contrary to the apostles’ doctrine to find him and his company
breaking bread in a place where there were none who “continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and in the fellowship, and in
the breaking of bread, and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42). H.A.

Every state in life has temptations; but these thickens upon us,
and grow in seducing power, according as we rise in earthly honour.



LIVERPOOL, N.S.—There are signs of God working in the tent
meetings held by L. K. Mcllwaine and J. McCracken.

The storm “Edna”, which struck the Atlantic coast recently, did
considerable damage. Brother Mcllwaine’s trailer was blown on its side
and damaged. In Prince Edward Island, A. Ramsay’s portable hall was
blown right across the road and badly damaged. He got the loan of
the Moncton tent to continue the meetings. While H. Harris was with
brother Ramsay they saw some more saved. Brother Harris has gone
on to Newfoundland, and Bert Joyce and R. Mcllwaine have joined A.
Ramsay to continue the work which has been quite fruitful this season
in P.E.I.

OXFORD, N.S.—D. Howard has carried on with some meetings as
the interest continues where he and F. Holder preached during the
summer.

ST. JOHN, N.B.—G. Heidman continues with encouragement in the
work in this city. He was helped for a while by N. L. MacNeill.

U.S.A.

ELGIN, ILL. — Our brother, L. W. Gabler, writes that he will be
happy to supply tracts freely, to anyone who will carefully and prayer-
fully distribute them. He has been doing this work for forty years.
His address is, 617 Laurel ‘St., Elgin, I1l.,, U.S.A.

ALPENA, MICH.—Brother Flood wrote of an appreciated visit by
A. T. Stewart, who faithfully preached the Word to saint and sinner,
and says they will heartily welcome to this “out-of-the-way place”, those
who are walking in the old paths.

JERSEY CITY, N.J.—C. Patrizio had a few meetings in the Italian
hall which were well attended and one young man professed. He left to
start meetings in Hartford, Conn., with F. Pizzulli in English and
Italian. Bro. Patrizio had 20,000 “God’s Way of Salvation” printed in
Italian, and any of the Lord’s people may have some by writing him at
224 W. Louden St., Philadelphia 20, Pa.

SEATTLE, WASH.—“We have cause to praise God for answered
prayer in the recent conference in granting a time of blessing. G. Reager
and P. Plubell remained for a few meetings.”

NORTH IRELAND

LIMAVADY—T. W. Ball and J. Thompson had over 10 ‘weeks and
are continuing with good interest and attendance and a number have
professed to be saved.

KILKEEL — A. McShane and J. Turkington have had blessing in
a tent near Kilkeel.

DRUMREAGH — R. Hull has commenced here. Duff and Finnegan
are in Co. Monaghan—no easy place. Wm. Williams of Venezuela is
having meetings in various assemblies telling of the work of the Lord.









PUBLISHED MONTHLY, D.V.

EDITOR . A.W. JOYCE, 26 Munro Blvd., Willowdale, Ont., Canada.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS _.6. 6. JOHNSTON, 140 Woodycrest Ave., Toronto, Ont.
F. G. WATSON, 92 Regal Rd., Toronte, Ont.
HECTOR ALVES, 338 W. King Edward Ave.,

Yancouver, B.C.
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR IN ADVANCE
Ploase do not remit small amounts for subscriptions by cheque.

Send all subscriptions to: Send all items of news, conferences and
TRUTH and TIDINGS, notices of deaths to:
92 Regal Road, Toronto, Ont. A. W, JOYCE,

26 Munro Blvd., Willowdale, Ont., Can.
"Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa"

TIDINGS

VANCOUVER, B.C.—D. L. Adams (Cuba) and 'S. Maxwell had good
Gospel meetings with blessing, in the Cedar Cottage hall.

LOUISVILLE-MERYVIN, SASK. — C. H. Willoughby writes of a
happy and profitable time at the fall conference. S. Vanstone of Winni-
peg gave help in the ministry and remained for Gospel meetings, as ‘the
people came out so well in Mervin. Brother Willoughby has not been
well but was helped in ministering the Word.

CALGARY, ALTA.—Christians meeting in the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ at 510 5th St. 'W., Mission Covenant Bldg. (temporary
quarters), wish it to be known that meetings are as follows: Lord’s Day,
B. of B. 10.30 a.m., Bible class and S.S. at 2.45 p.m., Thursday, prayer
and ministry at 8 p.m. The Lord’s servants teaching and walking in
é\I'll‘ principles will be welecome. G. McCullough, 2313 2nd Ave. N.W.,

algary.

TAYLORSIDE, SASK.—Theo. Williams preached the Woord here,
and had a brief visit to Winnipeg, Man.

BOWSMAN, MAN.—Jim Ronald and R. Boyle found it stiff in
meetings in Brandon, but are finding an interest in Bowsman.

GLEN EWEN, SASK.—The assembly has been encouraged during
the past summer by a number professing to be saved. They had a bap-
tism and expected to have another on October 24th.

OWEN SOUND, ONT.—Mervyn Paul is having ministry meetings
to help the people of God.

SOUTH RIVER, ONT. — F. G. Wiatson is preaching the Word, using
a chart on the Tabernacle, helped by G. L. Shivas. The assembly was
saddened by the tragic death of Bro. Wm. Good, as reported in the
obituaries.

STRONGVILLE, ONT.—Wm. Williams ministered the word for
several nights and expects to be in various halls in Toronto. He pur-
poses, D.V., returning to Venezuela in December.

TORONTO, ONT.—Wm. Warke had good meetings with blessing in
the Gospel in Bracondale Hall, helped by F. Pearcey and later D. How-
ard. Brother Warke was called home to Chicago because of the death
of his wife’s mother. D. Howard continues and is to be joined by D.
Leathem. In the Highfield Rd. hall, J. Gray and J. Clark are preaching
the Gospel and looking to God to bless the seed.

DEER LAKE, ONT.—B. Widdifield is having a real good /interest
among the unsaved in Gospel meetings.
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for their substance was great” (Gen. 13:6). Then a rift appears,
“there was a strife between the herdmen” of Abraham and Lot. The
first recorded difference between these two righteous men, was not
caused by poverty, but by prosperity.

The first definite step that led to a landslide of compromise was
Lot’s choice (Gen. 13:10). Lot did not have the mind of God, nor
did he seek it, he went by the sight of his eyes. He had no “telescope
of faith” in his hand, and the telescope of natural wisdom always
trains its sights too low. Of course, Lot could stoutly defend his course
by saying, “I still am a pilgrim, dwelling in a tent.” See verse 12.
But he “pitched his tent toward Sodom,” and the Scripture signifi-
cantly adds, “The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the
Lord exceedingly.”

From Genesis 14, we learn that before the overwhelming judg-
ment of God fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah, the Lord sent a solemn
warning, for these cities were brought into bondage by King Chedor-
laomer for twelve years. When they rebelled against their oppressor,
the Sodomites were defeated in the “slimepits” of Siddim. They had
been living in moral slime, and in the day of battle, they sank in
material slime. God used Abraham to deliver Lot, but the solemn
lesson went unheeded by the Sodomites who went back to their sins,
and by Lot who went back to his former backsliding.

What a succession of compromises Lot must have made by the
time we reach chapter 19. The tent of pilgrimage has been exchanged
for a house. He is no longer near Sodom, he is in it. He came to
sojourn, he remained to dwell. He has become a prominent man, he
is a “power” now in Sodom, and sits in the gate as a judge. His
daughters have married Sodomites. But God still loved His wander-
ing, backsliding, compromising child, and delivered him out of Sodom,
saving him, “by the skin of his teeth.” Since his possessions are all in
Sodom, they are all burned up. His testimony is gone, his family
are either lost in the judgment, or they are lost spiritually through the
influence upon the minds and morals during the years spent in that
wicked city. Ask Lot, “What is the price you have paid for your
compromise with worldliness? His reply as he looks over a wasted
life would be, “Everything is lost.” He was saved, “so as by fire”.

Does all this not speak very loudly to us? We are living, not in
days of poverty, but in days of prosperity. The tendency surely is to
have the sights set too low, to be living for time, rather than for
eternity, to be characterized by carnality, rather than spirituality, to
“be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease,” and let the diminish-
ing few, “Fight to win the prize, and sail through bloody seas.” Are
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years pass, and then Jehoshaphat went down to Ahab — a mere
friendly visit. Ahab first spread a feast for his stomach, and then
spread a trap for his feet. Jehoshaphat was inveigled into an alliance
and into a disastrous war, from which he only escaped with his life
by the intervention of the Lord. He is rebuked by the prophet Jehu
with the words, “Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee before the Lord.” (2
Chron. 19:2). The King takes the rebuke well. and is apparently
restored to the Lord, see verse 4 to the end of the chapter.

In Chapter 20, verse 35, the old lesson has been forgotten, and
Jehoshaphat joined himself with Ahaziah King of Israel, who did
very wickedly. They form a partnership and are going to “make a
fortune” in the shipping business. The ships were built, all is ready
for the big venture. God sends another of His prophets with the
message, “Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord
hath broken thy works. And the ships were broken, that they were
not able to go to Tarshish.” God will not allow his servant to com-
promise his principles by yoking either in battle or in business with the
Kings of Israel.

But the most serious effects of the compromise of this otherwise
good king are not seen till after his death. His son married Ahab’s
daughter, causing Jehoram to walk in the ways of his father-in-law.
His short reign, characterized by murder, idolatry and sin of every
kind, brought disaster upon the whole nation. How little, good King
Jehoshaphat imagined the dreadful trail of evil that would flow from
friendship with the world.

It is related of C. H. Spurgeon that he was much surprised and
grieved to hear of another evangelical preacher who had permitted
a modernist into his pulpit. He asked a friend, “Why did he allow
Dr. D. into his pulpit?” His friend replied, “Personal friendship, 1
suppose.” ~ Said Spurgeon, ‘“Personal friendship to the Lord Jesus
would make me shut him out.” We could well apply this principle
when tempted to allow the friendship of the world in any phase to
seduce our affections — personal friendship to the Lord Jesus should
make us shut the door of our hearts to every overture of the world.

“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). From these three Scriptural ex-
amples of the far-reaching and disastrous consequences of compromise,
may we be admonished, and preserved until the Lord returns.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND WAR
G. G. Johnston
Testing times come to all Christians, particularly to the young,
and a step in the wrong direction then may result in a course that will
mean definite loss of spiritual blessing. In many of the assemblies of
God there were promising young men, whose testimonies were clean
and decided for Christ. The war came and they entered the forces,
fulfilled their terms of service and later returned to civil life. Some
of these maintained a bright testimony for God among their comrades,
fearlessly witnessing for their Lord, and seeking the company and
fellowship of Christian people wherever they were located. But, sadly
enough, others seemed almost immediately to succumb to temptation
of one kind or another, to lose fellowship with God and with His
people, returning home as spiritual derelicts, to the grief of their par-
ents and other godly people.

Other ‘Christian young men, exercised deeply before God in prayer
as to what they should do under such circumstances, felt that they
could not take up arms to kill their fellowmen, even though such were
rated as national enemies. They were willing to do anything that the
“powers that be” might command, if it did not violate their con-
sciences, but they felt that in this they must answer in the words of
the apostles of our Lord, “We ought to obey God rather than men.”
(Acts 5:29). These were dealt with more graciously in some countries
than in others. In some, while there was little use of appeal from
entering the forces, they were granted non-combatant work in hospitals,
etc., and in those branches they found other Christian men, by whose
fellowship and help they profited. In other.parts, appeal against
entering the forces resulted in being required to enter labour gangs
in the homeland, where their strength was employed in roadbuilding
and other projects of a useful nature. Having served their allotted
time in this way, these Christian youths were able to return to their
home assemblies, most of them having profited spiritually from the
experience.

One can surely be thankful for this more lenient attitude on the
part of the authorities in several countries during the last World War.
Some still live among us who, upon refusing to take up arms during
the first World War, were subjected to rough abuse from soldiers and
examining officers, then were condemned to prison and even to peni-
tentiary for an indefinite period. But from those prison fortresses
several came forth to dedicate their lives to the work of the gospel,
having learned much of God in that solitude.

In a recent article we sought to outline the Christian’s attitude
toward those in authority as one of obedience and intercession in
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THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
A. ]. Holiday

When the apostle Paul, by the Holy Spirit, sent instructions to
Timothy regarding oversight and service among the saints, he con-
cluded that portion of his letter with these words — “These things
write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: but, if I tarry
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
piilar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:14-13).

Here, as in Pilippians 1, the reference to those who oversee and
those who serve, makes it plain that local assemblies are in question.
And the language used exactly accords with this thought. The defi-
nite article “the” is absent in the original before the words “house”,
“church”, and “pillar and ground”. This tells us, that while the
local assembly is not THE House of God or tae Church of God, it
bears the same character. Just as in Eph. ii, not only is the entire
building growing up into an holy temple, but the Ephesian believers
also are being builded together for a habitation of God. These two
words, “House” and “Church”, set before us the two characteristic
marks of the whole body of the redeemed of this dispensation; and
equally, of each local company of believers who own Jesus as the
Lord, in relation to their gathering together.

The word “Church”, or “Ekklesia”, means that which is called
out; while a “house” speaks of something builded together. Both of
these thoughts are combined in the general use of the former word.
When the Town Clerk of Ephesus reminded the tumultuous gather-
ing that, if there were matters needing to be enquired into, they should
be determined in the “lawful assembly,” he used this word ekklesia.
When this assembly of the citizens was summoned, they were, of
course, called out from their homes; but they were also gathered
together to hear and deliberate concerning the matter regarding which
they had been summoned. In the same way the word ekklesia, as
applied to the people of God, while it declares that they have been
“called out” from the world, is everywhere used in the New Testa-
ment as including the other thought, that the called out ones are also
“gathered together”, or builded together.

It has been objected by some, that it is unscriptural to speak of
the saints forming a local assembly as being gathered to the Name of
the Lord. Those who raise this objection argue, that believers can
only be spoken of as gathered when they are actually assembled to-
gether in one place. But a careful examination of the use, through-
out the New Testament, of the word employed by the Lord Jesus in
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Then again, sin surely abounded in the woman caught in the act
of adultery. Nothing but death by stoning was her due. But again
grace abounded—“Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more.”
Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” This is illustrated in
the dying thief but sublimely offset by grace abounding at the eleventh
hour to that nefarous criminal — “Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise.” ‘Could he believe his ears? Yet the moment his spirit
left the body and sped to paradise, he saw the Saviour and was “with
Him” according to His promise.

But we come to the Epistles and see how terribly sunk were the
Corinthians. They tell us that at that sea-port, East and 'West met
and caused a whirlpool of sin unequalled in any part of the world.
Notwithstanding the base and bestial forms of the flesh manifested
in that city, there we say, amidst the lowest of the low ‘“grace did
much more abound;” and it could be written of them by Paul: “And
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.”

Now what are we to learn from all this? Never give up. Never
despair because a man or a woman seems past redemption point, re-
member that “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”
Some of the devil’s vilest slaves have become Christ’s brightest saints.
The darker the background of the picture, the more will stand out
the sovereign matchless grace of God. Never say, “He will never get
saved”, or “She will never get saved.” With God all things are pos-
sible. “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”

DEFINITIONS

SIN, missing the mark, which is God’s glory (Rom. 3:23).
TRANSGRESSION, breaking a known command; passing over
a boundary (Rom. 5:14).

INIQUITY, moral distortion or perversion, contrary to equity
(Psalm 32:5).

DEFILEMENT, moral or ceremonial uncleanness.

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, state of inconsistency with one’s rela-
tionship to God or man.

GUILT (a judicial term), amenable to punishment.
GUILE, fraud or deceit.







234 TRUTH and TIDINGS

THE FAMILY WORSHIP

Franklin Ferguson

There can be nothing of more importance in a Christian house-
hold than the daily reading of the Holy Scriptures, followed by prayer.
Morning and evening seem to be the appropriate times.

It is most suggestive that God ordained for His ancient people
Israel the offering of two lambs of the first year, day by day continu-
ally, one to be offered in the morning and the other at evening. Like-
wise, sweet incense was burned each morning and evening before
the Lord (Ex. 29:38-30; 30:7-8). Incense is associated with the
prayers of saints (Rev. 8:3). The lambs speak of Christ (1 Peter
1:19). If we wish for “the days of heaven upon the earth”, then
let us give attention to family worship (Deut. 11:18-21). Nearly all
the troubles and sorrows befalling families is traceable to the neglect
of it.

The best time, generally, is immediately after breakfast and after
tea, before anybody rises from the table. The reading need not, and
should not be prolonged, lest it become irksome to the child and its
interest is lost.

The father should take the Book in hand and reverently read the
allotted portion, make a few simple comments suited to the intelligence
of the children, and afterwards pray, all kneeling down. The Lord
should be spoken to in a way that becomes us in addressing One so
holy and so great, yet so full of love to us — the Friend that is above
all others. ‘Command attention and reverence, for in this brief while
we are approaching God. Instil into the young minds that ourselves
and all we do should be committed daily to Him, thus fixing in the
heart “that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).

Finally worship is the only true preparation of the child for the
dangers, snares, difficulties and trials of life, that it may meet them
successfully. “Train up a child in the way he should go” (Prov. 22:6)
is God’s all-wise appointment. No one is justified in being too busy
to take a short while in bringing before the mind spiritual realities.
Time is not lost but saved thereby, and things go well throughout the
day.

Let Christian parents guard this key-stone of the family arch, and
thus insure the future well-being of their sons and daughters. Look-
ing round about on the community in general, the condition of the
rising generation is clearly appalling; for they know not the restraining
power of the Word of God, being brought up in ignorance of it. Into
this atmosphere our families are daily thrown. Therefore maintain at
all cost the family worship; once a day is better than not at all, but it
seems to be the mind of God that it should be “morning and evening”.
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“Now the works of the flesh are these,” we read in Gal. 5:19.
Then follows a black list of evil deeds. But the expression “‘and such
like” (vs. 21) shows that the list is not complete. Following this we
have the nine-fold fruit of the spirit described; and at once it becomes
evident by contrast that everything that is opposite to this nine-fold
fruit must be recognized as fruit of the flesh. For verses 16, 17 make
it clear that it’s one or the other! Thus we would have for flesh-works
a list something like this:

—Not love, but lovelessness. Self-interest the chief consideration.
“I...Me...My”

—Not joy, but joylessness in the Lord, in His Word, in doing His
will. “Who wants to be obedient all the time?”

—Not peace, but a restless, dissatisfied spirit. “I can’t wait any
longer. I want to see some action!”

—Not long-suffering, but an “I’m-not-going-to-take-that” spirit. “If
they are asking for trouble they can have it.”

—Not gentleness, but a ‘“why-should-I-care?” attitude. “It’s their
concern, not mine. They got themselves into this; let them get
themselves out of it. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

—Not goodness, but: “Oh, they’re so very pious! — so good you can
hardly live with them. Well, at least, I’'m no hypocrite.”

—Not faith but: “Oh, I don’t know. People talk about getting
answers to prayer, but I never seem to get anything T ask for. So T
figure if the Lord wants me to have it, He’ll give it to me; and if
He doesn’t, what’s the use of asking for it?” (By the way, have
you noticed 1 John 5:14-15?).

~—Not meekness, but rebelliousness. “That’s not what I expected.
It’s all right to talk about the Lord’s will for me. But if I can’t have
what T want, then T don’t want anything. No one seems to care
what I think about things, anyway.”

—Not self-control, but acting as we feel like acting, regardless. “It’s
no worse for me to do it than it is for some others I know.”

* * * *

My list is not pleasant reading, perhaps; but some of those atti-
tudes do seem rather familiar, don’t you think? So let’s do some hard
thinking about them. We really must recognize our enemies if we are
to put up any sort of effective battle against them, you know. As for
the counsels of the Lord, Eph. 4:17-32 might be a good portion to
read at this point, while His promise found in Josh. 10:25 will “nerve
our faint endeavour” and strengthen our spirits for the struggle. So,
relying on the power of His might, let us say to ourselves, you and
me — and say it over and over:

“GO TO WAR, SOLDIER! . . . with yourself.”
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