










































































PUBLISHED MONTHLY, D. V.
EDITOR e __ A. W. JOYCE, 26 Munro Blvd., Willowdale, Ont., Canada.
ASSOCIATE EDITORS ___F. G. WATSON, 92 Regal Rd., Toronto, Ont.
G. G. JOHNSTON, 140 Woodycrest Ave., Toronto, Ont.
HECTOR ALVES, 338 W. King Edward Ave.,
Vancouver, B.C.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR IN ADVANCE

Please do not remit small amounts for subscriptions by cheque.

Send all subscriptions to: Send all items of news, conferences and
TRUTH and TIDINGS, notices of deaths to:
92 Regal Road, Toronto, Ont. A. W. JOYCE,

TRUTH and TIDINGS,
26 Munro Bivd., Willowdale, Ont., Can.

“Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa"

IS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION DUE?

Since the majority of our subscriptions fall due at the end of the
year, this makes December and January our busiest months. If your
subscription is due, your prompt renewal will relieve us of added work,
and will assure you of not missing an issue. Your co-operation in this
matter will be appreciated. United States postal orders cannot be cashed
in Canada unless they are marked in ‘Canadian funds as well as U.S.A.
When remitting by a small cheque, please add 15 cents for bank charges.

The bound volumes have not yet been received (January 11), from
the book-binders, but as soon as we receive them we will mail to those
who have sent in their orders. Further orders will be filled until the
supg)ly is exhausted. The price of the 1955 bound volume is $2.50 post
paid.

TIDINGS

VANCOUVER, B.C.—Jim Currie has been preaching the Word in
various assemblies and giving accounts of the Lord’s work in Japan.
He sails for his field of labour in Japan on March 12, D.V.

SARNIA, ONT.—The mew address of the correspondent is John
Kember, 1393 Murphy Rd., Sarnia, Ont.

GORE BAY, MANITOULIN ISLAND—The work has been very
encouraging during the past summer and fall. Robert Booth baptized
15 and 13 have been added to the little assembly.

TORONTO, ONT.—J. Govan and D. Moffat commenced Gospel meet-
inigs on January 8 in the Brock Ave. Hall. On account of the pressure
of five Sunday schools in different districts during Sunday afternoon
the brethren in the West Toronto assembly are changing the time of
the Breaking of Bread from 11 am. to 10.30 a.m.

LINDSAY, ONT.—Local brethren from Toronto have been continu-
ing with interest on Thursdays and Lord’s Days. F. G. Watson and
A. W. Joyee gave a little help.

HENDERSON, ONT.—Timothy Kember and Russell Harris are
doing a good work in this new place about 60 miles north-east of
Deseronto. About eight homes have opened up for the Gospel.
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THINGS WHICH ARE MOST SURELY BELIEVED AMONG US
A. W. Joyce
‘The Word of God is filled with expressions and statements which
carry with them an air of authority and assurance. This is not to be
wondered at when we remember that “All Scripture is given by in-
spiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). When Luke wrote the Gospel which
bears his name, there were things most surely believed by the people
of God which had been taught to them orally. We learn from Luke
1:1 that many took in hand to set forth in order, in writing, a declara-
tion of those things. From among these, God selected Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John in order that we might have a full-orbed picture of
the Lord Jesus Christ in His birth, life, death and resurrection as the
King, the Servant, the Son of Man and the Son of God. From the
many writings then extant, by an “inspiration of selection”, God chose
out these four accounts which had been given to His people, in which
every word had been inspired and therefore was absolutely without
error. Thus Luke, along with the other evangelists and apostles, was
used to give us in permanent, written form the Holy Scriptures of the
New Testament.

We can thank God with all our hearts therefore that
1. We have a Book which speaks with all authority.
2. 'We most surely believe all that is in the Book.
3. Weare in a place where God’s Word is not challenged.

For in spite of the fact that undoubtedly there is failure in the
most Scriptural of ‘God’s assemblies, yet there is an acknowledgement
that every Word of God is true, and the faithful Word of God can be
ministered to rectify things that are wrong. If any company of God’s
people refuses to allow corrective ministry in the Spirit, that company
is in grave danger of soon losing all the distinctive features of a scrip-
tural assembly and of the presence of the Lord in the midst.

The Preaching of the Gospel

One of the things most surely believed among us is the Gospel
and our responsibility to preach it, “publicly and from house to house.”

The Gospel in its essence is declared to us in 1 Cor. 15:1-4, and
is expounded in all its fullness in the Epistle to the Romans. Every
Christian should be familiar with the great doctrines of the ‘Gospel.
It is possible, however, to have a good theoretical understanding of
the Gospel and yet fail lamentably to tell it forth. How often the
enthusiasm of a new convert, who knows very little more than that his
sins are forgiven through the death of Christ on Calvary, puts older
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Christians to shame. He is “not ashamed of the Gospel of ‘Christ”,
the Name of Jesus is constantly on his lips and God uses his simple
testimony to the awakening and salvation of others. It is to be feared
that there is much failure among us in confessing ‘Christ, in personal
giving of Gospel tracts, and in personal invitations to our Gospel meet-
ings. Let us go in for the knowledge of the Gospel, but do not let
our knowledge outrun our enthusiasm and love for the souls of the
perishing. ‘

Unless the Gospel is regularly and faithfully preached, the title on
our meeting place, “Gospel Hall”, becomes a mis-nomer. Not only
should the Gospel be preached each Lord’s Day, but we believe evcry
assembly should be exercised about a series of Gospel meetings nightly,
at least once a year. Brethren who have been commended to the
work of the Gospel are not fulfilling their ministry (Col. 4:17), if they
do not keep at serics of meetings constantly, as health and strength
permit, not only in the more highly favoured larger centres, but among
struggling little assemblies off the beaten path. Also, the custom
scems to be largely dying out of endeavouring to get into a new place
at least once a year and give it a good faithful try. If the Lord be
not come, we believe our younger brethren who have not done this,
will look back with regret when strength begins to wane, that they
did not use their best years in the establishing of new work and in the
planting of assemblies. Certainly they will regret it at the judgment
seat of Christ.

The Positive Assurance of Eternal Love

Another of the things most surely believed among us is the eternal
sccurity of every real believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Oftentimes,
epponents of this scriptural doctrine have complained that this truth
makes Christians careless in their living, as if to keep saints in doubt
of their final salvation would make them more careful in their lives.
Are they wiser than God? No truth of ‘God, if rightly held, will cause
us to tend toward careless living. The Apostle Paul takes up this
very objection in Rom. 6, when he asks, “Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, who died (R.V.) to
sin, live any longer therein.” The new nature which God has im-
planted in the believer rebels at the thought of “turning the grace of
God into lasciviousness”. It could only be unconverted professors
who would plan their lives according to such a principle.

The work of ‘Christ on the Cross of Calvary assures the believer
that, “It is finished”. The resurrection of Christ to the right Hand
of the Father proves our complete justification (Rom. 4:25). The
immutable Word of God emphasizes that we are the possessors of
eternal life and shall never perish (John 5:24). The present work
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of Christ as the great Advocate of His people must fail, ere one of
His own could be lost (1 John 2:1-2). The body of our Lord would
be incomplete for the ages of eternity if one of His members missed
Heaven and went to Hell. “We are members of His Body, of His
Flesh, and of His Bones” (Eph. 5:30).

Instead of “the falling away doctrine” leading to a more godly
life, it keeps God’s children in spiritual babyhood and in torment of
mind instead of enjoying perfect peace with God and the peace of
God which perfect confidence brings (1 John 4:18). May this
wonderful assurance lead us to a deeper appreciation of the Person
and work of ‘Christ and of the Word of God, and cause us to serve
more whole-heartedly as we sing on our homeward journey:

“A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy 1 sing,

Nor fear with God’s righteousness on, my person and offerings

to bring.”
(To Be Continued)

FERVENCY IN OUR PRAYERS

Let us seek earnestness and fervency in our prayers. What fervour
marks the prayers recorded in Scripture! What conscious dealing with
God! What refusing to be denied! How Jacob prayed, and would not
let the angel go until he blessed him. These things characterized
Elijal’s wondrous prayers — a man, nevertheless, “subject to like
passions” with ourselves. The prayers of David, of Hezekiah, of
Daniel and his fellows, and of many others, were such as would admit
of no denial. Of our blessed Lord Himself, we read, that “He offered
up strong crying and tears,” and that, “being in an agony He prayed
morc earnestly.” Paul speaks of his “great conflict”, and makes
honourable mention of Epaphras, who “always laboured fervently in

prayers.”
* * * *

A GOOD PRAYER

O Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
The courage to change the things T can;
And the wisdom to know the difference.

* * * *

Many preachers are more concerned about preaching the Gospel

so that Christians will appreciate the message, rather than that sin-
ners will understand it.
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SOME NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT

EZRA, THE SCRIBE
G. G. Johnston
It is certain that God disciplines His people, yet His dealings are
in grace and mercy. By the mouth of His prophet Jeremiah (chapter
29:10-14) He had promised “After seventy years be accomplished at
Babylon, I will visit you . . . T will bring you again.”

“God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform.” The
hearts of certain godly souls, such as Daniel (chapter 9), were deeply
exercised about the state of Israel in Babylon, and more than this
about the condition of the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. At the
same time, the heart of Cyrus, king of Persia, was stirred up to make
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom calling upon those who so
desired to go up to Jerusalem to rebuild the house of the Lord.

Seventy long years had not sufficed, with many, to blot out their
affection for the place where God’s name could be honoured, in sepa-
ration from the abominations of Babylon. While some, perhaps many,
of those captives of Judah had settled down to life in Babylon, many
more mourned over the separation from their land. These pined for
the tabernacles of their God. They could not fully serve their God
in Babylon; they must come out of her.

Some dear saints who once knew the sacred privilege of separation
from the Babylonish systems, where the will of man rules, have today
returned to bondage in them. They are no longer free to exercise
their priesthood, as the Holy ‘Spirit might lead. They may be satisfied
thus to continue, while others are groaning under the unequal yoke
and long to be free. The language of their hearts is: “Oh that we
were free to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!”

After this first company had left Babylon and reached the land
of Israel, they made an effort to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.
All seemed to go well until certain “adversaries” of the cause of re-
vival came forward, seeking a share in the effort. The wiles of the
enemy are indeed many, and often take the form of a feigned co-
operation. The true character of these would-be helpers is seen when
the people of God refused to allow them to share in the work.

The unconverted today are often willing to give, or to work, but
when told that until they are converted they can do nothing to please
God, nor can they have any share in His work, then they will do all
they can to hinder, thus showing whose they are. The Jews were
accused before the then ruling Artaxerxes of rebuilding a rebellious
city and of setting up the walls thereof, which latter was not then true.
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A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL-GIRL'S ESSAY

Recently, in one of the Junier High Schools in the U.S.A. a
teacher asked the class, without previous preparation, to write an essay
on “The person who has intluenced my life more than any other”
{apart from parents). J telt very nervous, her teacher was a
worldly young woman. ‘Would she resent the subject and penalize
her on her marks? ] lifted up her heart to the Lord and began
to write.

His Death Made Me Choose Life

During his life he always did his best to help me be the kind of
girl he wanted me to become. But it wasn’t his life and all he did for
my good then that I am writing about. It was his death. His death
led me to do the most important thing in my life.

It was the death of my grandfather that woke me up to the
fact that I was a sinner going to Hell, and if it were I who were
dead instead of him, that is where T would be. I knew that grand-
father had accepted Christ as his Saviour as a boy over in Ireland,
and he had always warned and entreated me to do as he had done.
However, in the past I always thought there was plenty of time,
I was young, and these things were for older people. But it was his
death (though I had been expecting it for over a year) that brought
it so clearly before me.

I went to the funeral and stayed with his family, but was as one
in a daze. T wanted to be saved more than anything else. I did not,
or could not mourn for him properly until later. T could not even shed
a tear, for when something hurts or grieves me very deeply I cannot
cry.

When I returned home the next night, I saw, as grandfather had
seen at my age, for the first time, that when ‘Christ was on the Cross,
during the three hours of darkness, after man ‘had done his worst to
Him, then ‘God laid all my sins on Him. He bore my punishment,
and by trusting Him I would be free from them all. “Who His own
self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.” I knew then that I
was saved. Since then I have tried (though I have failed many times),
to live as he and my Saviour, with Whom grandfather is now, would
have me.

With fear and trembling J handed in her paper. The result?
‘When her paper was returned it was marked “A plus” and the teach-
er’s written comment was, ‘I think this is your best piece of work
so far this year! Keep it up.”- .

May some other Christian girls be encouraged by the reading of
this paper to confess Christ and not be ashamed of their best Friend.
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God, to “the clergy” or to some human order of priests. All believers
are priests. ‘“Ye also,” writes the apostle Peter to all believers, ‘“as
living stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 2:5).

Then, again, the apostle John, writing to the seven churches in
Asia, representative of the whole church of ‘Christ, ascribes glory to
Jesus Christ in these terms, “Unto Him that loveth us and loosed us
from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen!” (Rev. 1:5,6,R.V.).

All who by faith are regenerated by the Holy Spirit are born into
the priestly family, both those who fail, like Nadab and ‘Abihu, and
those who are faithful, like Eleazar and Ithamar. A sinner who
believes is not only forgiven, he is constituted a worshipper. There
is no order of high priests or of officiating priests recognized in the
Acts and Epistles as distinguished from the rank and file of Christians.
Not one mention is made from 1 Cor. 11 to 1 Cor. 14 of any official
class of presiding persons corresponding to the modern “clergy”. We
have “a High Priest over the house of God”, “Jesus the Son of God”
(Heb. 4:14, 10:21), and there is not another. When we read in the
Acts “that a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith,”
it simply means that a number of Jewish priests became believers in
the Lord Jesus, and so ipso facto priests of the heavenly order.

I well remember the interest of a young converted Jew in Paris,
of the name of Cohen (priest), when told that, claiming as he did to
belong by natural birth to the one family whom God had recognized
as ecarthly priests, he had now through faith in Christ become a
spiritual priest to ‘God. It will be seen at once that if all believers are
priests, one class among them should not be distinguished from the
rest by a special dress, title, food, or privileges. All such pretensions
are but a counterfeit and sham; a denial of the spiritual character
of the dispensation in which we live.

There are three things constantly confounded, but essentially
different — oversight, gift and priesthood.

(1) Oversight is the work of the bishop (bishop is only a cor-
ruption of the Greek word episcopos — one who oversees) or overseer,
called also elder in Acts 20:28, where the apostle, speaking to the
elders of Ephesus, says, “The flock . . . over which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers” (bishops). A bishop may be gifted as an
evangelist or teacher, and so “labour in the Word or doctrine” (1 Tim.
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5:17), but this is not essential to his position as overseer, which de-
pends rather on his character and experience as a Christian, and on
the possession of certain qualities and graces rather than on the
possession of a gift properly so-called.

No young believer is called to the work of oversight in the Church
of God, nor are all old believers either. All who “stretch forth” to
this work (not office) of oversight should weigh themselves solemnly
in the light of 1 Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:7-9.

(2) Then as to Gift. Though all believers are called to some
service (at any rate to be “helps” (1 Cor. 12:28) if nothing else), and
so may be viewed from this point of view as ‘“Levites”, yet all are not
gifted in the sense of Eph. 4:11 — all are not evangelists, nor yet
pastors and teachers. It is a serious abuse when a brother, under
cover of his priestly liberty for worship, insists on inflicting unprofit-
able ministry on the assembly. Liberty as to priesthood, does not in
itself qualify a man to edify the saints. For this the Spirit will use
those who are gifted for this service. Those who are thus gifted are
to be known by their work, rather than by the title of their gift. Tt is
somewhat cold comfort for a flock to learn that a certain man is to
be called “Shepherd So and So,” if he does not give them anything
to eat. We never read of Dr. Paul or of Pastor Barnabas, much less
of the Reverend Silas or of his lordship Bishop Timothy of Ephesus,
but we know what these men were by their works.

(3) When we come to Priesthood it is different. Not all believers
are bishops, nor have all received distinct gifts, but all are priests
unto God. All have not the same spiritual energy, nor the same
preparedness of soul for the exercise of their priesthoed, but all have
“received the anointing oil”, and all are priests in the same sense and
with the same title. What more blessed sight on earth than a re-
deemed company around the table of the Lord worshipping the one
Father as a holy priesthood. and what more glorifying to God? Any-
one who dares to intervene between his fellow-believers and God, as
an intermediary priest, is setting on one side the High Priesthood of
Christ, quenching the action of the Holy Spirit, and infringing on
the liberty of his fellow-priests. One man priesthood is a dishonour
to Christ, the death-knell of spiritual worship, and the bane of
Christendom.

Our responsibility is to come back to the Word. We have nothing
to do with what we see around us in the world.
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LEPROSY
Wm. Williams

There is much said about leprosy in the Word of God. Many
details are given about how it was to be detected, and many instruc-
tions as to the cleansing of the leper. Leprosy is a type of sin in its
secret and unseen working, and also in its open, outward, gruesome
manifestation. To be smitten with leprosy was a living death.

There are three cases where leprosy was sent as the punishment
of sin to which we wish to call your attention.

1. The case of Miriam for evil speaking, in Numbers 12.
2. The sin of Uzziah for presumption, in 2 Chron. 26:19.
3. The case of Gehazi for covetousness, in 2 Kings 5:27.

Much has been written and spoken about the sin of evil speaking.
It is the besetting sin of many a Christian. Very often, evil speaking
is the outcome of envy and jealousy, as in the case of Miriam. It is
very sad that the young lassie who stood by her brother and watched
until Pharaoh’s daughter came and adopted him; the same Miriam,
who, when grown up, could lead the praises of her sisters after the
Red Sea crossing, has now in her old age become a grievous critic of
the very brother she loved and served in her younger days. How often
have those who were good men or women in their early life become
old, crotchety, critical and cross.

Jealousy is surely “cruel as the grave”. It spares no one, and
vents its spleen very often on the innocent. In this case we read,
“And the Lord heard it.” God hears unjust criticism. We love to
think that God hears prayer, but we wish that He would turn a deaf
ear to our criticisms. Now whether Moses did right or wrong in
marrying the coloured woman is beside the point. Miriam had no
right to find fault with her brother and God punished her with
leprosy. How many lepers would there be today if God visited all
evil speakers against the Lord’s servants with the plague of leprosy?
What grace Moses showed when he prayed for his sister! What mercy
God showed when he healed her! But God’s forgiveness does not
mean God’s indulgence. “One sinner destroyeth much good.” The
whole camp was held up for seven days.

How many assemblies are at a standstill through evil speaking?
We quote from a letter we had from a brother the other week. —
“Another source of strife is the fact that one of the sisters is well
taught in the Word of ‘God and stands firmly for the truth, but alas,
she has grown more in knowledge than in grace.” Christians who
are not conditionally right do more harm than good to the truth
when they harp on being positionally right. There is no use in a
person standing hard for the truth if he is not right in his character
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and life. Nor are “arm-cHair” critics any good who do nothing them-
selves by way of example but just sit down and criticize others whose
ways are unscriptural. There are too many today “at ease in Zion”,
they are in the right place and know it, but they have settled down
on their lees and are a stumbling block to the truth of the Word of
God.

We now come to the case of Uzziah. His history is a little oasis
in the barren history of the kings of Judah at that time. How sad
to read, “And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously
helped, till he was strong. But when he was strong, his heart was
lifted up to his destruction;‘for he transgressed against the Lord his
God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the
altar of incense” (2 Chron. 26:15-16). There were men of God
who counted God’s order and honour before their personal safety.
However, pride filled the heart of King Uzziah. He would brook
no contradiction and was angry with the priests. He had the censer
in his hand and he would use it. But now God smites him with
leprosy that rose up in his forehead, the priests thrust him out and
God made him willing to go. He dwelt in a leper’s house and was
cut off from the house of God. How dreadful 1s presumptuous sin!
“Who can understand his errors? 'Cleanse thou me from secret faults.
Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me” (Psalm 19:12-13).

The vast religious systems around us are honeycombed with pre-
sumptuous sins, from the proud, pretentious Pope down to the Bible
School prepared “pastor”. God has still an order, and only God’s
choice of men can carry out that order. All ecclesiastical titles are
the sin of presumption and should be avoided by the saints.

Lastly, we come to the leprosy of Gehazi. The leprosy of Miriam
lasted a week, that of Uzziah until his death, but the leprosy of
Gehazi not only ruined him, but it clave unto him and his seed for-
ever. How solemn! The leprosy of Gehazi speaks of covetousness —
that insidious sin so hard to detect, like leprosy. This sin may be
latent for years before some act brings it to the surface. Covetousness
means to “love more”; not content with what God has given, but
always ready to get gain, covered, if possible, by a religious pretence.
Balaam was a gifted man undoubtedly, but for filthy lucre he was
ready to sell his gift to Balak. How many today have gifts from God
but they sell them “for a larger sphere of usefulness,” as they say.
The Lord help us to be content with such things as we have. To
depend on God is the essence of Christian service, to depend on man,
or any group or committee of men, is the bane and blight of the soul.
*“My soul wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him”
(Psalm 62:5).



34 TRUTH and TIDINGS

ABOUT THE WAY WE TAKE THINGS
Mervyn Paul

Ignored . . . Pushed off . . . Shoved aside . . . Shut out .
Lonely . . . Longing to fly away from it all! If the reader should
know of any Christian to whom these words might apply, then this
message is for him, for her . . . of whatever age.

Very much I should like (were it possible) to begin by telling
you a few real-life stories of some of the Lord’s dear ones who, even
while you are reading this, are suffering from grievous frustration. In
some cases these stories commenced in early childhood when there
were unsatisfactory parents, children unwanted, poverty, hardship.
From such beginnings they struggled on up into later youth; they got
saved, then married, only to experience more poverty with. its endless
strugg]e to keep out of debt. But “hope springs eternal in the human
breast.” If Childhood, Youth, Married life have all been dis-
appointments, perhaps (they reason) when the children have grown
up, and have married, things will be different. So it is that when
the family has grown up and married (and have things so very much
nicer and easier than ever we could have!), life’s cup of bitterness
scems filled to over-flowing when the same old pattern emerges once
more; Ignored . . . Pushed off . . . Shoved aside . . . Shut out . . .
and Lonely . . . and feeling a gnawing resentment.

But before I write another sentence, if the reader should know of
any to whom these words might apply, whether in Youth’s unsatisfied
days, or in Married Life’s disillusionment and endless demands, or
in Later Life’s disappointments and unwantedncss, let me ask vou
to tell them that there is a happy “way out”.

If they will read Luke 2:10-12 they will realize that likely there
were a number of babies wrapped in swaddling bands to be found
in the great crowds gathered in Bethlehem at that time. But there was
only One which would be found lying in a manger. This was to be

their sign — surely a symbolic sign that, in full agreement with
Isa. 53:3, was to be seen so often throughout His sojourn among
men: Ignored . . . Pushed off . .. Shoved aside . . . Shut out . . .

But NOT lonely, NOT frustrated, and without a particle of resent-
ment!

Do we wonder — remembering the power of His Deity, and the
greatness of His condescension when He “became in the likeness of
men” in order to redeem us — do we .wonder how He could take
things as He did?

In John 4:34, speaking as Jehovah’s perfect Servant, He gives
us the answer, “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me”
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the servant-attitude that made Him (and can make us, also} com-
pletely proof against such things as Frustration, Resentments, Con-
flicts, Depression, and resultant Nervous Tension.

Your attitudes, my attitudes, every body’s attitudes — these are
the things that condition our lives (including Temperament and Char-
acter) and so make or mar them. For example, suppose someone
“snubs” or otherwise humiliates me. You will see at once that the
effect on me will depend on how I take such treatment. If my attitude
is one of “don’t care” my reaction will not be the same as if I should
take the mental position, “Who does he think he is? I’ll show him
he can’t do that to me!” It will be different, also, if I conclude,
“Well, T deserved it;” and still more so if I shall take David’s attitude
toward Shimei, “Let him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord
hath hidden him!” 2 Sam. 16:11.

These four possible reactions resulting from differing attitudes
should be enough, I hope, to help my readers to think still further
about the very great importance of Attitudes in the business of Chris-
tian living. For it’s the way we take things that so often decides
whether or not, we shall recognize our loving Heavenly Father’s hand

in all our troubles . . . or shall tumble into one of Satan’s snares, such
as the Frustrations — Boredom -— Resentment triad, with spirits very,
very low because we are Ignored . . . Pushed off . . . Shoved aside . . .

Shut out . . . Lonely.

Now, as I have said, there is possible a blessed release from
such weariness But I must warn our readers that it just isn’t likely
to come the way so many of us think it ought to come — by a change
in our circumstances! In fact when these continue to be what we
consider unfavourable, unfair or unbearable, we can make up our
minds that they are that way because God intends to make a change,
NOT IN THEM, BUT IN US; Rev. 3:19 with Matt. 11:29-30.

To say it bluntly: He seeks to teach us by experience that the
happy, casy life so many of us desire is not at all His will for us.
Indeed, were we to achieve it, it would be but an empty shell. For
release from frustration tensions cannot be wholly gained through the
fulfilment of the wishes of our wills; Eccl. 1:8. Tt does come, fully
and blessedly, when we abandon the struggle to get what we want,
and set ourselves to seek, unreservedly, to “LIVE THE REST OF
THE TIME . .. TO THE WILL OF GOD;” (1 Pet. 4:2).

Let me try once more to tell you, briefly, what can be done about
it . .. and don’t forget Matt. 11:30:

(1) We can overcome Complaining by practising the Grace of
Acceptance; Matt. 11:26.
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(2) We can “set to our seal” that at all times, and in everything,
“Ye serve the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:17, 23-24) . . . and so bring our-
selves into the servant-attitude so blessedly seen in our Master . . .
counting our entire lives as being lived unto Himself, no matter how
disagreeable, or unjust, or hard-to-bear He may permit the conditions
of such service to be. It would be wise to memorize Col. 3:17, 23-24,
so that their counsel shall be available at all times.

(3) We should make it a habit to seek our Master’s face every
morning (Prov. 8:34; Isa. 50:4-5) in order to learn from Him what
He wishes us to do that day. ‘When we have prayed, let us not jump
up and run away, but stay on silently before Him (Psa. 46:10) and
so give the Holy Spirit a chance to form in our minds His directions;
Prov. 27:18; Psa. 73:24; Neh. 9:20a.

He may bring before us some passage from the Word that will
teach us His way. Or we may be reminded of some neglected duties;
or He may set before us some particular need, or send us on an
errand. To an invalid He may impart some of His thoughts to be
passed on to others. It would be impossible to suggest all the possi-
bilities. But in thus allowing Him to direct our everyday steps, our
Attitude towards Himself changes into a servant - Master relation-
ship in which He assumes all responsibility for the direction and man-
agement of our lives. And it is in this way, in whch we are seeking
to accept everything as from Himself, and arc doing everything as
unto Himself, that the old sense of being Ignored, Pushed off, Shoved
aside, Shut out and Lonely, with all the Frustration-resentments,
will fade away. Even hateful tasks, or weary waiting, will be replaced
by a new realization of Purpose and Achievement. And ‘“‘the reasor
why” all the unhappiness was permitted will be recognized as His
method of altering our attitudes — “for the rest of the time”.

The mention of Thy Name shall how
Our hearts to worship Thee,
The chiefest of ten thousand Thou,
The chief of sinners, we.

* * * *

Take time to pray, before the day

Goes on its full and busy way,

Let God be first — it is His time,

The day will ring a happy chime,

Take time to pray, before Him lay

The precious gift of each new day,

Give up yourself to Him anew,

Ask Him to guide the whole way through.
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THE MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART
Leslie C. Garnham

Recently we read in a magazine, “Many have been puzzled to
know for what particular reason God speaks of David as ‘a man after
His own heart”” (1 Sam. 13:14). Mr. Newberry in his translation
prefers to render this portion thus, “The Lord hath sought Him a man
after His own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be leader
over His people.”

In the word of the Lord through Ahijah to Jeroboam we read
in 1 Kings 11:34, “I will make him prince all the days of his life, for
David My servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he kept My com-
mandments and My statutes. This is also emphasized in verses 33
and 38. This is in contrast to 1 Sam. 15:23 where Samuel said to
Saul, “Because thou hast rejected the wor dof the Lord, He hath
also rejected thee from being king.”

GOD SETS GREAT VALUE ON OBEDIENCE TO HIS
WORD.

Again, we read in 1 Samuel 2:35, “I will raise Me up a faithful
priest that shall do according to that which is in Mine heart and My
mind, and T will build him a sure house: and he shall walk before
Mine anointed forever.” This was spoken by a ‘“man of God” verse
27, to Eli in rebuke, because his sons disobeyed the Word of the Lord,
both in their public service (1 Sam. 2:13-17, 28-29), and in their
private lives (vs. 22).

The Lord rewarded Jehu (2 Kings 10:30 with the promise, “thy
children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel,”
the reason given was “because thou hast done well in executing that
which is right in Mine eyes, and hast done . . . according to all that
was in Mine heart.” (Well would it have been for Jehu had he only
continued in the path of obedience).

SHEPHERD CARE OVER THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Another thing that is in the heart of God (Jere. 3:15), “I will
give you pastors according to Mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding.” David was a true shepherd for we
read, “He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheen-
folds . . . He brought him to feed Jacob His people and Israel His
inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart:
and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands” (Psalm 78:70-72).

Two outstanding things in the life of David then are, his obedience
to the commandments of the Lord and his care for the people of God.
If the point is raised about David’s great sin, another thing might be
added — his broken-hearted confession and repentance, plus his life-
long submission to the chastening Hand of the Lord which fell upon
him and his family as the result of his fall.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. It was stated recently that “Christ did not atone for
our sins”. That the word “atonement” in Rom. 5:11 ought to be
translated “reconciliation”. Would it not be right to say that Christ
has made atonement for our sins? Please take this up in the maga-
zine, both for my help, and that of others.

Answer. “Atonement” is an Old Testament word. In the Au-
thorized Version it is found only once in the New Testament; “By
whom we have now received the atonement” (Rom. 5:11). The
word in the margin, and in most other good translations is “reconcilia-
tion”. “Atonement” in the Old Testament is from the Hebrew word
“kaphar”, which means “to cover”. In Gen. 6:14 we read concern-
ing Noah and the building of the ark; “and shall pitch it within and
without with pitch.” The word there is “kaphar”; he “kaphared” the
ark; that is, covered it with pitch. God, on the great Day of Atone-
ment, (Lev. 16) covered over His peoples’ sins year by year. How-
ever, to say that ‘“‘Christ did not atone for sin” would be wrong. Using
the word “atonement” in the New Testament, we would get the
meaning by breaking the word in English into three parts, at-one-
ment. That is exactly what our Lord accomplished on the cross; He
brought the sinner and God at-one-ment. Man reconciled to God.
But it would be better to speak of His death as that of expiation, and
propitiation, rather than that of atonement. The child of God has
received more than atonement through the death of Christ on the
cross; he has been fully justified, cleared of all guilt; not simply for-
given, or having his sins covered over. We sing, ‘“The atoning work
is done,” etc. That is quite true, but it is only part of the truth;
there has been infinitely more than atonement accomplished by our
Lord’s death on the cross. In present day English the meaning of
propitiation has been attached to the word “atonement”. Christ has
sins, He has completely cleared us before God. “Who shall lay any-
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.”
Rom. 8:33.—H.A.

Question. I have read your answer in the October number, re-
garding the question of a closed platform, at Conference meetings.
Would you please go into the subject a little further? Do you not
think that the open platform gives opportunity for unqualified, as well
as disqualified men to occupy time to no profit? Does not the pre-
arrangement of speakers save us from this affliction?

Answer. In the earlier years of our assembly life, such a question
as this would never have been raised; much less would such a thing
have been practised. The fear of God was prevalent in our Con-
ference gatherings, and the Holy Spirit generally had His way un-
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hindered, and ungrieved. But today we freely acknowledge the truth
of what our correspondent states, that unqualified men do, at times,
take advantage of the open platform. But we do not believe that
a human arrangement is a remedy, nor does it assure God-given min-
istry. Two wrongs do not make a right, either in the sight of God
or man. To close the platform and appoint speakers, giving each an
allotted time, may keep the man with little or no ability to speak, off
the platform; but it would not guarantee ministry suited to the present
need of those who are gathered together “before God, to hear all
things that are commanded of God.” (Acts 10:32). There likely
would be exercise of heart on the part of some of the Lord’s servants
present, but such an arrangement would exclude them, and prohibit
them from giving their message.

Regarding public ministry, there appears to be two principles set
forth in the New Testament.

(1) Acts 14:27. “And when they (Paul and Barnabas) were
come and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that
God had done with them, and how He had opened the door of faith
unto the Gentiles.” With this example before us, it is quite scriptural
for any servant, or servants of the Lord, to arrange for meetings for
the ministry of the Word, and for such meetings to be wholly in their
hands. They bring the saints together, and are fully responsible for
the ministry. Others may be praying for them, that the right messages
may be given, and help from God to deliver them.

(2 In 1 Corinthians 14:23-33 we have an altogether different
principle. Verse 23, “the whole church is come together into one
place.” Verse 19, the speaking is “in the church”. Verse 26, there
Is no pre-arrangement; “each of you hath a psalm (or hymn) hath
a doctrine (teaching), .. . hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.
Let all things be done unto edifying.” Verses 29-30, “Let the prophets
speak two or three, and let the other judge. If anything be revealed
to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.” A careful
reading of 1 Corinthians chapters 12 and 14 shows clearly that this
will give place for the Lordship of Christ, and leave room for the
leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit. A recognition of these divine
principles will not guarantee that all will be done to edification, for
the flesh we have always with us; but we do believe that these
scriptural principles are still workable, and we have seen them work
again and again. A chairman on the platform, arranged spcakers,
and announced time limits, and in some cases annouced subjects at
Conference Meetings, all tell a sad story, a confession that God’s order
is unworkable.

We would state again, if there seems to be the danger of any
brother being obtrusive, or of occupying the time to no profit, it
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would be quite within the scope of, “Let all things be done unto
edifying” (1 ‘Cor. 14:26), for two or more of the brethren responsible
for the Conference, to take such an one apart quietly, and in the
spirit of meekness bring him the advisability of his keeping off the
platform at such a time.—H.A.

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves
“Come ye, who bow to sovereign grace,

Record Immanuel’s love;
Join in a song of grateful praise
To Him who lives above.”

This hymn is from the pen of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, some-
times called “the prince of preachers”. So much has been written
about this man that there is little need to rehearse it here. Born at
Kelvedon, Essex, England, he began to preach at the age of sixteen.
In the life of this great preacher, hymn writing is not outstanding;
although he did write a few good hymns. The above is the only one
of them found in The Believers Hymn Book. Also well known
amongst us is —

“Amidst us our Beloved stands,
And bids us view His pierced hands;
Points to His wounded feet and side,
Blest emblems of the Crucificd.”

frequently sung when sitting around the Lord’s Table.

His Prayer Meeting hymn is often sung —

“The Holy Ghost is here,
Where saints in prayer agree;
As Jesus’ parting gift — is near
Each pleading company.”

C. H. Spurgeon died at Mentone, France, Jan. 31, 1892. Funeral
services were held on Feb. 11 in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Lon-
don, where he had so faithfully ministered the Word during the greater
part of his lifetime. ‘On his coffin lay an open Bible. The sides of
the hearse bore the text, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Tim. 4:7).



DESERONTO, ONT.—G. P. Taylor had a setback by a serious
attack of pneumonia besides the heart trouble. He is slowly recovering.
Hector Alves had an appreciated visit for five nights.

VALLEYFIELD, QUE.—Cottage meetings held each week here and
at Farnham by B. Grainger, using the “T'wo Roads” in French are en-
couraging to the believers and some unsaved come out regularly.

SHAWINIGAN FALLS, QUE.—N. Gratton and V. Davey purpose
having a series of meetings in January.

NORANDA, QUE.—Jim Smith is having some cottage meetings.

CLEMENTSVALE, N.S. — Exceptionally heavy snowstorms have
hindered work in the Maritimes. J. MdCracken expected to start meet-
ings in Westbrook but has been hinderad. by his wife’s illness.

LOUISBURG, N.S.—Fred Holder had a few meetings, one pro-
fessed. He expected to visit Baddeck and Halifax.

OXFORD, N.S.—D. Petherick is following up the work, interest
continues.

BLOOMFIELD, P.EI—R. Mcllwaine helped by L. Mackenzie had
to close meetings on account of snow-blocked roads. One man pro-
fessed.

BRISTOL, CONN.—C. Patrizio was encouraged in Gospel meetings.
Two boys professed. He also visited Hoboken, N.J. and Jersey City.

BRYN MAWR, PA.—O. L. MacLeod and Hector Alves had well
attended ‘Gospel meetings which went on right through the holiday
season and a number professed to be saved. The latter expected to
have some meetings in Bridgeport, Conn.

AKRON, OHIO—The brethren have moved into a fine commodious
new hall and had well attended opening meetings on January 1 and 2.
L. E. McBain, S. Mick and A, 'W. Joyce ministered the Word. The
latter two remained a short time for further ministry. Word has just
been received that brother Ross ‘Campbell, who worked hard on the
new hall, has suffered a stroke and is in a critical condition. Pray for
him,

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WIS.—L. Brandt and H. Wahls had meetings
in a school-house till December 23rd, with some blessing to saved and
unsaved.

HITESVILLE, TA.—Well attended, good meetings were held over
the New Year.

CEDAR FALLS, TA.—O. Smith and P. Eliott have started in a
school-house.

GARNAVILLO, IA.—J. Gray is having a few ministry meetings.

WILMAR, MINN.—L. DeBuhr intends visiting here to help the
young in 'Christ who have been reached during the past few years.



CYLINDER, IA.—S. Hamilton is preaching to saved and unsaved.

SEATTLE, WASH.—Bro. Peacock was here for some appreciated
ministry meetings and was joined by L. K. McIlwaine.

NEW ADDRESS

The address of the correspondent for Bridgeport is now, Samuel
Rainey, 202 Colony St., Stratford, Conn.

LOS ANGELES, CAL.—The West Jefferson conference was one of
the best we have had. Seven of the Lord’s servants ministered the
Word with freshness and power. Many assemblies were represented.
S. Maxwell remained for some meetings.

CAMDEN, N.J.—The conference theld at Haddon Heights was well
attended and ten of the Lord’s servanis ministered the Word to the
profit of all. There was an excellent spirit in the meetings and the
Gospel also was faithfully proclaimed. After, Jas. McCullough had a
few meetings in Barrington and George Graham in Camden.

VENEZUELA-—Our brother, Wm. Williams, writes of having four
months of happy service for the Lord with Sr. Naranjo and they saw
the Hand of the Lord with them in a real way. They were preparing
for the 41st conference in Puerto Cabello.

CONFERENCES

MANCHESTER, CONN.—The annual conference will be held, D.V.,
March 30, 31 and April 1 in the Masonic Temple, E. Center :St., Man-
chester at 10.30 am. and 2.30 and 7 p.m. Prayer meeting will be
in the Gospel Hall, 415 Center St., at 7.30 p.m., March 29, ‘Corr, Wm,
MecBride, 98 ‘Church St., Manchester, Conn.

WITH CHRIST

VANCOUVER, B.C.—Our brother, Alexander McGregor, passed into
the presence of the Lord in his 90th year on October 26, 1955. He
was formerly in fellowship in Brandon, Man., then in Vancouver, latterly
in the South Main assembly. He maintained a good testimony to the
end. G. Campbell and J. Harris spoke the Wiord at the funeral. .

CALGARY, ALTA.—On December 18th, our esteemed brother in
the Lord, Frank Matheson, departed to be with Christ in his 89th year.
A steady, God-fearing man who will be greatly missed in the assembly
at West Hillhurst.

ROCHESTER, N.Y.—Frank Perrott passed quietly into the Lord’s
presence on December 22, with a heart aftack. He was born in 1885 in
Devonshire, England, and born again at the age of 16. He was in fel-
lowship in York, N.Y., a faithful brother who will be missed.

TORONTO, ONT.—Our sister, Miss Hilda 'Croker, who had been an
invalid for years, passed quietly into the Lord’s presence on January 7.
She had a gocd testimony, was a patient sufferer, and was a diligent
tract distributor from ther sick-bed. A.-W. Joyce spoke to saved and
unsaved at the funeral.
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT

Nehemiah and His Walls and Gates
G. G. Johnston

The book of Nehemiah naturally follows the one entitled “Ezra”.
With the temple rebuilt, the priests of God worshipping at the golden
altar, and the smoke of sacrifices rising from the brazen altar in the
court, some may have been quite satisfied. They may have desired
nothing more. But there still lacked one important matter. The sacri- -
ficing at the brazen altar might be taken to symbolize the gospel and
its presentation today to a needy world, but in the wall we recognize
a figure of separation from the world in its religion, as well as in its
folly and sin. Nehemiah was exercised by God particularly in the
matter of the walls and the gates. These would keep in the people
of God, and also keep out the uncircumcised world.

There is ever a number of Christians who profess interest in the
spread of the gospel, and who are ready to join hands with any who
seem to preach it clearly, without pausing to consider whether or not
these men faithfully fulfil the commission of our Lord in haptizing
those who believe, then teaching them to observe all things. In other
words, they have no desire to erect a wall to divide between what is
according to Holy Scripture and what is not. Nehemiah knew that
God’s glory could not be maintained if the ungodly were allowed
to come in, or if Israel were to go out and mingle with the uncircum-
cised.

This clear mark of separation was very evident in New Testament
times. Those early assemblies founded by the apostle Paul and his
companions had a definite wall of separation, and gates by which
those who were truly the Lord’s could enter, not to come and go, as
some would seem to imagine, but to form a definite part of that
assemnbly. If guilty of grievous sin, they were disciplined and put
outside, until their repentance was evident to all, when again they
could be restored to full fellowship.

The character of the local assembly of saints is as clearly outlined
in the epistles, as is that of the universal Church, yet some fail to duly
appreciate the difference between them. Men and women are made
members of the Universal Church by divine act upon believing the
message of the Gospel and receiving the Holy Ghost, while entrance
to the local church does not take place until the applicant is admitted
by common consent of that assembly, guided by the Word of God.
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MEDITATIONS IN FIRST PETER
L. E. McBain
We note in the opening verses in this epistle that Peter is writing
to the Christians of the dispersion who were scattered abroad after
the death of Stephen, Acts 8:1, and who were passing through a fiery
trial of their faith. Several expressions such as “the sprinkling of the
blood”, verse 2, and “the girding of the loins”, verse 13, would cause
us to think that Peter had the journey of the children of Israel from
Egypt to Canaan in mind, but these suffering saints in contrast to
them, had a heavenly inheritance which is beyond death, sin, decay
and time, verse 4.
_ Like TIsrael’s history, these Christians began with redemption, verse
18, and Peter reminds them of the great truth of the

Salvation of Their Souls

of which salvation the prophets had prophesied and which was
preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, verses 9-12.
They had been delivered from tradition, verse 18, and had obtained
the salvation of their souls, verse 22. This would be exceedingly
precious to these dear saints who were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. It is to be feared that the salvation of the soul is not as
precious to many as it should be because of their conforming to the
world rather than their being transformed from it. In former times
the saints rejoiced in this great salvation and McdCheyne wrote in one
of his hymns:

“When I hear the wicked call

On the rocks and hills to fall,

When I see them start and shrink

On the fiery deluge brink,

Then, Lord, shall I fully know,

Not till then, how much T owe.”

After speaking of their deliverance in the first
chapter, Peter warns them of the dangers to which they were ex-
posed; ie.,

The Snares of the Soul

in these words, “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul,”
1 Peter 2:11.

What a disappointment and disillusionment it is for the young
believer to find that he still has the “old man™ with its passions and
lusts! A warfare has begun that was never experienced when un-
saved, Gal. 5:17!

It was after Israel was delivered by blood from Egypt and had
drunk the water from the smitten rock that Amalek attacked those
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How comforting it must have been to these suffering ones to read
Peter’s words in chapter 4:19, “Wherefore let them that suffer accord-
ing to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in
well doing as unto a faithful Creator.” Here he assures them that
Christ was the

Sustainer of Their Souls.
In chapter 2:23 he tells them that when Christ suffered He threatened
not but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously and now
they were to do the same. Just as Jehovah bore Israel on eagle wings
and sustained them by His everlasting arms about them, so our Blessed
Lord Jesus will sustain His own for He knows their strength and will
not suffer them to be tempted above that which they arc able,
1 Cor. 10:13.
“He lives, the great Redee¢mer lives;

What joy the blest assurance gives!

And now before His Father, God,

Pleads the full merit of His blood.

“In every dark, distressing hour,
When sin and satan join their power;
Let this blest truth repel each dart,
That Thou dost bear us on Thy heart.”

MY ‘OLD BIBLE

“Though the cover is worn,
And the pages are torn
And though places bear traces of tears,
Yet more precious than gold
Is this book worn and old
That can shatter and scatter my fears.
“This old Book is my guide,
"Tis a friend by my side,
It will lighten and brighten my way;
And each promise I find,
Soothes and gladdens the mind,
As I read it and heed it each day.
“To this Book I will cling,
Of its worth I will sing
Though great losses and crosses be mine,
For I cannot despair
Though surrounded by care,
While possessing this blessing Divine.
(Found in an old Bible formerly belonging to Mr. W. B. Johnston,
a servant of the Lord now in Heaven)
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BOOK OF THE ACTS
THE PERSECUTION OF THE SAINTS AND THE RE]ECTION OF ISRAEL
A. McShane

One of the major objects of the Book of the Acts is to trace the
gradual setting aside by God of the nation of Israel, and to show how
its rejection led to the bringing into Divine favour the despised Gen-
tiles. Running parallel with this rejection of God’s earthly people,
and closely associated with it, is the record of the persecution of the
saints, especially those engaged in the public service of God. In-
variably, throughout this book, the Jews, although given preference as
regards the offer of the gospel, are seen to be sternly opposed to it.
Indeed, most of the sufferings of the Christians, recorded by Luke,
were either from the Jews directly or from Gentiles whom they stirred
up. Surely all this reveals that the enmity towards Christ, manifested
at the cross, was no temporary lapse, but a deeply rooted and incur-
able evil.

In connection with this opposition, it is interesting to compare
the times of Jeremiah with the days of the apostles. For example, both
were transitional periods in the Nation’s history. During the proph-
et’s ministry God was transferring world dominion from Israel to the
Gentiles, and during the apostles’ days He was removing Israel from
being His witness upon earth and entrusting the responsibility of
witnesssbearing to His Church. On both occasions the guilty and
intractable Nation refused to repent under the preaching of the Lord’s
servants; its leaders putting the messengers of God in prison, thus
bringing upon themselves the fierce wrath of Jehovah. During both
periods the servants of God received little except abuses from their
brethren according to the flesh, and, what is more surprising, little
but kindness from the uncircumcised heathen.

Important as it may be to dwell upon the numerous passages in
the Acts which have to do with the persecution of the saints and the
rejection of Israel, the purpose of our present paper is rather to point
out the development of these two matters — a development, we be-
lieve, designedly traced by the writer of this book.

Amongst the Jews in apostolic days, two main schools of religious
thought -vied with each other for supremacy, namely, Pharisaism and
Sadduceeism. The latter sect appears to be the more prominent dur-
ing the early chapters of Acts. It included in its ranks many of the
priests and rulers of the people. As might be expected, it was from
this quarter that the first opposition to the gospel arose, for these
rationalists were bitterly opposed to the truth of resurrection preached
by the apostles. In Acts 4 they arrested Peter and John and put them
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who witnessed his execution became “baptized for the dead” and
more than filled the gap made by the martyr’s death.

Until the end of chapter eleven of Acts, the ill-treatment of the
Christians was exclusively from the religious element, but in chapter
twelve the political power, represented by Herod, joins the opposition.
Herod fully maintained the reputation for cruelty of all the kings
of this name. Here again we note a development in the persecution.
It is seen not only in the uniting of the religious and political powers
to oppose the gospel, but also in the slaying of James, whose death was
the first break in the apostolic band. Unlike Saul, who was chiefly
responsible for Stephen’s death, Herod paid dearly for murdering
James. In the one case we see the goodness of God in salvation, in
the other, His severity in judgment.

WORD-FIGHTING ALWAYS EVIL

When the shepherds fall out, it usually fares ill with the lambs
of the flock. Instead of having the tender and godly shepherd care,
the feeding and the leading, which they ought to receive, they not
infrequently have to listen to the “word fighting”, and it may be the
ungodly quarrelling of those who professedly are over them in the
Lord, and whose words and ways ought to be ensamples to the flock.
Need it be wondered if young believers become discouraged, if they
become backsliders and wander from the Lord’s path, under such
conditions. Better, infinitely better, for those who have the honour
of the Lord at heart, and whose desire is to see His saints fed in the
green pastures, and led on in the paths of righteousaness, to leave the
fighting men alone, to manifest what is in them, than to continue an
unseemly warfare even for right, which necessitates open debate among
those who should be standing together before the saints of God.
Sooner or later, God will manifest what is well pleasing unto Him,
and with whom His truth is. Nothing is ever gained, but always much
dishonour done to God, by 'Christian men, especially such as minister
to God’s saints, exposing their weaknesses, in fighting over “points”
of difference, in presence of the feeble ones of the flock. If what is
done be according to God, then it needs no defence. God will see
to it. If wrong, no amount of argument can make it right before
God. So that “word fighting”, looked at from any point, is always
wrong.

Everything which helps us to glorify God and enjov Him alone,
this is a precious good. Everything which tempts us, or enables us
to indulge self, in enjoying the creature apart from God, this is evil.
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God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20). We
know that blessedness whereof He spoke in John 20:29, “Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

‘Through chapters of a life story D A had learned of one
who had borne with and triumphed over similar yet greater handi-
caps than her own. So we through the chapters of the Word of God
learned first of our sin and guilt, then of Him Who “hath suffered
being tempted” and is “able to succour” and “able to save” (Heb.
2:18; 7:25).

As time goes on how much more each word she hears of Helen
Keller will mean to the little blind girl and how eagerly she will listen!
Thus it should be with us as we have opportunity to learn more of
our Lord Jesus Christ through the Word. Yet that wonderful experi-
ence at the reception tea is not likely to be repeated to her. But
what a blessed privilege it is to us gathered in His name (Matt.
18:20), to keep the feast (1 Cor. 5:8), each first day of the week
(Acts 20:7), when, if in the right condition of soul, we can say, “We
have seen the Lord” (John 20:25). Of us it can then be said, “Then
were the disciples giad when they saw the Lord” (John 20:20). This
joy will soon give place to a greater, for “we know that, when He
shall appear we shall be like Him for WE SHALL SEE HIM as He
is” (1 John 3:3).

And you, dear unsaved reader, YOU must see Him too, for
“EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM and they also which pierced Him,
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him” (Rev. 1:7).
May you by faith “behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29), and be saved now, for, “NOW is the
accepted time; behold NOW is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH
Part ||

Jewish and Christian Worship
Wm. Hoste
As we look on Christendom to-day. we recognize without diffi-
culty, that things ecclesiastical are conformed to the Jewish model
in principle, if not in detail. Had Israel a “house of God?” — then
Christendom must have her myriads of sacred shrines, cathedrals,
churches, chapels, for each of which she claims the name of “the
house of God”. Like the Jewish temple, they are made with hands,
costly ir. material, sometimes beautiful in design, dedicated to “divine
service” with elaborate lustrations, consecrations, and anointings.
They contain altars of sacrifice or tables of memorial, christening
fonts, corresponding rather to the laver of the priests of Israel than

to the baptisteries of early times.
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He has entered in within the veil as our forerunner (Heb. 6:20}, not
“into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the
true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us” (Heb. 9:24). And we too have boldness (lit., liberty) to
enter into the holiest by His blood (Heb. 10:19).

It is retrogression of the worst kind for ‘Christians to be occupied
at this time with symbols and shadows, with material buildings and
literal vessels, when we possess the spiritual reality and substance of
which they all spake. Our privilege is “to draw near with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith,” into the heavenly temple — the
very dwelling-place of God. 'Our gathering place may be in the
open alr (Acts 16:13, in a schoolroom (Acts 19:9), a private house
(Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15) — and it should be, as far as
possible, suitably lighted, heated, and furnished, so that all may be
done “decently and in order” — but to adorn it with objects of “art”
and man’s device, on the plea of making a “beautiful house for God.”
is worse than ignorance. The place of gathering matters little, the
presence of Christ sought and realized there is everything. His prom-
ise 1s — “Where two or three are gathered together in My Name,
there am I in the midst” (Matt. 18:20). Christ 1s the centre, and
His Person corresponds to that “place which God hath chosen to
put His Name there.” “Every place is hallowed ground” where He is
in the midst. Realizing this we say, “This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” because as our hearts
and thoughts are fixed on Him, we rise by faith and enter “by the
blood of Jesus into the holiest”, there to worship the Father in Spirit
and in truth. Alas! what slackness and weakness there often is, to
thus enter into our privileges, but all else is a vain travesty and show.

JERRY DISCOVERS AN ENEMY

Mervyn Paul

Self-revelation is something that is bound to come in everv voung
Christian’s life — something that cannot be avoided nor ignored.
Jerry (as I shall name him) really had only a most hazy idea of what
the preachers were talking about when they addressed the Lord’s
people on the subject of their enemies, the World, the Flesh and the
Devil; so that had you spoken to him about ‘Self—revelation —- well, you
would not have made much impression. He was what they call
“socially-minded”; that is, he liked company, was interested in what
people were talking about, doing, and thinking. Thus these matters
formed the bulk of his own conversation, as for example: “He said,”
and, “I said,” and, “She said;” and. “Did you hear what happened?”
or, “What’s doing at—?” Since this line of things occupied a large
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TIDINGS

KITIMAT, B.C.—R. Peacock is visiting this new field with the Gos-
pel from door to door. He hopes also to go to Terrace, B.C., while in
this part.

TOGO, SASK.—J. Ronald is labouring in this part. During the
winter he visited Mervin, Lashburn and Maidstone, and tried meetings
in nearby towns making some interesting contacts.

GLEN EWEN, SASK.—J. Gray is having ministry meetings after
a week at Portage. He intends going on to Northern Saskatchewan.
A. Wilson and J. Frith are expected for Gospel meetings in Minitonas.

WINNIPEG, MAN.—W. Warke and R. Boyle are preaching the
Gospel with interest and some encouragement. One woman confessed
to be saved.

PORT ARTHUR, ONT.—G. McKinley had a few ministry meetings.
He expects to leave for a visit in Ireland in May.

CHAPMAN VALLEY, ONT.—Earl Pears commenced Gospel meet-
ings, expecting to be joined by S. Simms.

KITCHENER, ONT.—W'e had a helpful visit from D. Calderhead
for two weeks’ ministry meetings and an appreciated week end from
F. G. Watson. D. Calderhead went on to Owen Sound and was expected
also at Eden Grove.

WELLAND, ONT.—G. P. Taylor had some ministry meetings which
were an encouragement to the little assembly. They expected a visit
from A. Douglas.

STRONGVILLE, ONT.—Donald Armstrong has moved to Barrie and
the new correspondent of the Strongville assembly is Arnot Johnston,
R.R. 1, Stayner, Ont.

LINDSAY, ONT.—A. W, Joyce visited here seeking to help the
little company and had some Gospel meetings. A couple professed to
be saved. He expected also to visit Victoria Rd. for some ministry
meetings.

VALENS, ONT.—F. G. Wiatson is having two weeks of ministry to
help the little assembly here.

WINDSOR, ONT.—Jas. ‘Clark had 7 weeks’ Gospel meetings. The
hand of the Lord was seen in the salvation and restoration of a number.
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(f) Epaphras, a fervent man of prayer and zeal.

(g) Luke, the beloved physician.

(h) Demas — No commendation follows. The silence of Scrip-
ture may suggest that already Paul could detect signs of
defection in Demas.

It would seem in this chapter that Marcus or John Mark, is on
the way back into the confidence of the apostle Paul, while Demas
seems to be on the way out.

DEMAS GONE

About two years have passed since the writing of chapter two
in the history of Paul’s fellow-labourer and we come to chapter three.
“Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world and is
departed unto Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:10). Paul, the faithful old
warrior of the cross, is lying in a Roman dungeon awaiting martyr-
dom. Christ fills his heart, his faith and hope are unquenchable but
he is very human and longs for the companionship of his brethren.
He sends for Timothy and John Mark, for “only Luke is with me.”
Under these circumstances how keenly Paul felt the desertion of
Demas! What is the underlying cause of the breakdown? It is not
the case of courage breaking down under pressure. It was LOVE
OF THIS PRESENT WORLD. This expression in verse 10 stands
in direct contrast to the expression in verse 8, the crown of right-
eousness promised to “all them that love His appearing”. And so
Demas is gone as to his testimony for God and steps out of Scripture
history into oblivion, with no later mention of his recovery.

Whether we are servants of the Lord giving all our time to the
ministry, overseers of God’s assemblies, younger men who have helped
in the work, or young Christians not long saved, let us solemnly
beware lest the love of Christ in our hearts be displaced by love of
the world. The world was never more attractive, prosperity never
was so universal, the powers of the devil never were more manifest,
the coming of the Lord never was so near as at this present time.
Many men of God who stand for the Lord and His truth never need
sadly to write of us ——————— hath forsaken us, having loved
this present world.

Nature is content with a lit¢le, and that which is most natural;
Grace with less; but Lust with nothing.
* * * *

Onc of the ancient philosophers once said: “When men speak
ill of thee, live so that no one will believe them.”
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was indeed short, for God swiftly purged His house, and removed the
guilty pair by death. Both filled early graves, lost their all in time
and their reward in eternity.

This first trouble in the Church bears some resemblance to the
first outbreak of sin among the Israelites after they entered Canaan.
On boeth occasions God’s people were surrounded by bitter enemies
and were specially cast upon God for His help. Both sins were a
combination of covetousness and lying, and both were punished by
death. Although we may not now witness the same immediate judg-
ment upon sins of this nature, we must not on that account think they
are any less hateful in the sight of God.

Three good results, however, followed the burial of Ananias and
his wife. Firstly, “great fear came upon all the church”: secondly,
“of the rest durst no man join himself to them”; and thirdly, “believ-
ers were the more added to the Lord.”

Often, as the numbers of God’s people increase, so also do their
troubles. At any rate this was the case in the early days. Once the
disaster we have just considered was over, a new problem arose — a
problem which was more serious than the former in that it involved
not merely a household, but a great section of Jewish believers. The
Grecians, or Greek-speaking Jews, complained of partiality in the
distribution of the widows’ daily portion (ch. 6:1). For the first
time in the ‘Church’s history the happy fellowship and oneness of
mind which had prevailed amongst the saints, was disturbed, and
murmuring and discontentment took their place. What a painful
situation confronted the apostles! How unseemly for the party dis-
tinctions which divided the Nation to reappear in the Church! Some-
thing would have to be done if the joy and peace of the saints were
to be restored.

The grace, consideration, and wisdom of the Twelve in handling
this delicate situation leave nothing to be desired. Their plan for
settling the dispute was as simple as it was effective. Seven men were
to be appointed to supervise the distribution and so end any possibility
of partiality.

It is important to note that those chosen were all favourable
to the Grecian minority as can be seen by their Greek names. Thus
the apostles and brethren did not meet the murmurers half-way, but
went beyond what could have been lawfully demanded, in order to
remove all grounds for complaint.

It must also be emphasized that, although the work of these
men was of a material kind, they were not without spiritual qualifica-
tions. The meanest task amongst the people of God requires clean
hands and spirituality on the part of those engaged in it. If the
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deacons were to have the respect of the multitude of the disciples
they must have a good testimony, hence they were to be men of
“honest report”. Their work was of such a nature that a power
beyond their own would be needed to sustain them in it, hence they
were to be men “full of the Holy Ghost”. In bearing with, and
listening to, the various complaints from the believers, they would
need no ordinary amount of sound judgment, hence they were to
be men “full of wisdom”. And lastly, the supplies they were to
handle were provided by ‘God through His people for the daily needs,
so His unfailing care must be trusted by the distributors as well as
by the recipients, hence, those appointed were to be men “full of
faith”.

If we consider the credentials of these seven men we will not be
surprised to learn that some of them afterwards became engaged in
a more noble work than serving tables. In the following chapters
Stephen and Philip became mighty gospel preachers, exemplifying the
unchanging principle, that those who do little things well, will soon
be entrusted with more important work.

The settling of this serious dispute led, as we should expect, to
great blessing in the church, so that the number of the saints was
multiplied. It is ever so. God honours His people when they are
right with himself and with one another.

LOOK UP
“I don’t look back; God knows the fruitless efforts,
The wasted hours, the sinning, the regrets:
I leave them all with Him who blots the record,
And mercifully forgives, and then forgets.

“I don’t look forward; God sees all the future,
The road that, short or long, will lead me home,
And He will face with me its every trial,

And bear for me the burdens that may come.

“But I look up — into the face of Jesus,
For there, my heart can rest, my fears are stilled;
And there is joy, and love, and light for darkness,
And perfect peace and every hope fulfilled.

He that would attend to the prosperity of his own soul, must
with Jesus retire from the multitude.
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THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD
A. T. Stewart

The testimony of the Lord has been the subject of much discussion
in recent years, some contending that the Gospel (alone) is the testi-
mony for God’s people today, as the Law was for Israel in a bygone
day. Let us look at this in the light of Scripture.

Referring to Israel, we find that the Law on two tables of stone
was a testimony. See Exodus 31:18. Did their testimony end there?
By no means! The ark was a testimony to Israel (Ex. 40:20-21), that
they had broken that holy law and that God was still bearing with
them in grace through the intercession of Moses (Ex. 33). Again,
when God brought them (Israel) into the land of Canaan they were
to be a testimony to the ONE living and true ‘God (Deut. 6:4) in
contrast to the many gods of the nations around about them. Then
again it was a testimony when Israel went up to Jerusalem to offer
their sacrifices and to give thanks — at the place which God had
chosen.

Coming now to New Testament times, the Apostle Paul does
speak of the Gospel as TESTIMONY—1 Cor. 2:1. It is a testimony:

1. To the power of God (Rom. 1:16).

2. To the work of Christ on the Cross as sufficient to meet all
God’s holy claims against sin; and save the sinner who believes it
(1 Cor. 15:1-5).

3. To the presence of the Holy Spirit in the world to convict men
and women of their sin, and make them ready for the Gospel {John
16:8-12). To say, however, that our testimony today is limited to
the Gospel, is surely to come far short of God’s purpose for us His
people.

Some of God’s people came out from the sects and systems of men
leaving behind us (as in my own case) ‘Christians that would put
us to shame by their zeal for the Gospel. Why did we leave these
places? We were obedient to the Word of God when we saw that one-
man ministry, coupled with sprinkling babies and other unscriptural
practices, were not according to the Word of God. The Word of God
that brought us out would never take us back in again although some
have gone back. We learned that a scripturally gathered company
of believers had room for the whole Word of God and room for
the Holy Spirit of God to lead and guide, according to 1 Cr. 14.

In 1 Cor. 11 the Lord’s supper is spoken of as showing forth the
Lord’s death (same word as 1 Cor. 2:1); so that apart from the
Gospel altogether we proclaim to the world “on what ground we hope
to stand, when the Lord shall come with clouds, joined by Heaven’s
exulting crowds.”






108 TRUTH and TIDINGS

NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
SOLOMON, THE WISE

G. G. Johnston

Who of us has not heard the words: “As wise as a Solomon?”
In his own writings, particularly in the Proverbs, Solomon exalts
wisdom above all else, and encourages youth to seek after it, as for
hidden treasure.

There is perhaps nothing so deplorable as ignorance, and the
folly which springs from it. It must be recognized, of course, that
the first kind of wisdom we must seek is acquaintance with Him who
is wisdom personified, our Lord Jesus Christ. Until a person has
received Him as personal Saviour, he cannot be considered wise, in
the truest sense -of the Word. Surely to live without God and to
die without hope, when this blessing is for all who will come to
Christ as sinners, is to commit folly and madness.

Solomon’s attitude toward life, during his youthful days, is surely
worthy of emulation by the youth of all ages. He looks out over the
sea of life and confesses to God: “I am but a little child: I know
not how to go out or come in.” (1 Kings 3:7 ). Unfortunately, this
is not usually the attitude of youth toward life and its problems. Sin
has so ruined us as to fill our hearts with conceit and self-sufficiency,
born of pride. While, in our hearts, we truly fear the mysterious future,
we are slow, even though professing Christians, to admit to ourselves
and to the Lord, much less to others more experienced than ourselves,
that we cannot go forward alone. What some of us might have
avoided had we only more willingly placed our feeble hand in the
Lord’s, to be guided and holden up by Him! And how much we
might have benefitted by seeking the counsel of more experienced
brethren and sisters in Christ!

Dear young brethren and young sisters, recognize humbly your
weakness and inexperience, and pray much about your path in life.
A step in the wrong direction now may seriously affect your whole
life. Put yourself in the Lord’s hand, and do not refuse His guidance,
though the way may seem dark. Far better not to fall, than to have
to be picked up from the mire, as in the case of a proud and wilful
child. Ours is a tender heavenly Father, but how it must grieve His
loving heart when, in our pride and rebellion, we persist in taking
our own way! Do not refuse the counsel of other godly people, either.
They may be God’s instruments to help you.

Solemon “spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a
thousand and five” (1 Kings 4:32). He had largeness of heart also
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to include all Israel (v. 29), but one incident in his life, as judge
of that great nation, has been preserved in the divine record for our
learning.

Two women appear before him, the one carrying an infant. Each
of them had borne a son. While they shared living quarters and were
sleeping near each other, the one lay upon her babe and smothered it.
Discovering that her child was dead, (this woman stealthily rose at
midnight, placed the dead child beside the other woman and stole
away the living child. Now each claimed the living babe, as they
disputed before the king. It was a critical moment, but the king called
for a sword, and gave order to divide the living child and give half
to each mother. In this the wisdom of Solomon was seen, for the real
mother’s yearning over her son made her to cry out: “O my lord,
give her the living child and in no wise slay it,” but the other said,
. .. “Divide it.” (1 Kings 3:26). At once Solomon, and all present,
knew to whom the living child belonged.

Many a living child has been divided to satisfy the heartless self-will
of one who cared more to havc his own way than he did for that
which had received life from God. The case of Diotrephes (3 John
9) comes to mind, who for his love of the pre-eminence among the
saints, excluded even the apostle, and cast others out of the church.
It is not that the apostle John would have desired that all and sundry,
who professed to be Christians, should have been received into the
assembly, for his ministry is of the most searching character; but
Diotrephes, like the heartless woman, cared little for any other than
himself. “Let it die; divide it,” was his cry, so long as he had his
own way.

‘We are not ignorant of the fact that some would apply the words
of the heartless woman to those who dare to take a definite stand for
the truth as to a clear separation from the world and from man-made
systems of religion. Those who would return to fraternize with mis-
sions and denominations, where the Scriptures are not carried out,
raise the cry against the true men of God, as though these latter were
the cause of trouble and division of what would otherwise live and
thrive. We would refer such to the accusation of Ahab against Elijah:
“Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” To whom he answered, “I have
rot troubled Israel: but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have
forsaken the commandments of the Lord.” (1 Kings 18: 17, 18).

One recalls the words of a faithful man, now at home with the
Lord, who said: “When the Lord said, *Come out,” He meant, ‘Come
out, and stay out.””

What pleasure the history of wise king Solomon would give us,
had he ended his career as he began it! Alas, it was soon manifest
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that he was only a man. Like many another, he turned aside from
the Lord in later life and fell into the sin of mingling with the ungodly
nations around and copying their ways. Whereas he should have
been a living witness to the holy character of the God he professed
to serve, he fell into idolatry and its many abominable and sinful prac-
tices. The unequal yoke has ever been a snare, and many who might
have been great and useful men, have been bound in it to their ruin.
Of all the unequal yokes, that of marriage is perhaps the most fatal, for,
while others may be abandoned at considerable sacrifice, this yoke
must remain through life.

In Solomon, the wise king, we surely learn, among other things,
that we need to put our hand in the Lord’s at the beginning of our
Christian life, and that we need to keep it there. “It is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps.” (Jer. 10:23).

HELPS AND HINTS ON PRAYER
Part 2

J. 4. Gray

The secret place for prayer was recommended by the Lord Jesus

in Matthew 6:6. Here the Christian learns how to overcome. Upon

entering his closet he has gained the victory over the flesh. The flesh

never encourages prayer. Shutting the door would suggest closing

out the world, and praving to his Father in secret would be a defeat

for the Devil. Every time the believer prays in the Spirit and with the
understanding (1 ‘Cor. 14:15), he has gained a great victory.

A Forced Prayer

Prayer is a great force, yet some have to be forced to pray. This
was Jacob’s experience in Genesis 32:24-32. Here he learned his
own impotence and God’s Omnipotence. The short and sweet cry,
“I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me,” was forced out of
his soul by God. God was training Jacob to trust Him. Penuel was
an important phase of Jacob’s school life and a vital page in his
school book. There he saw the face of God, felt His touch and heard
His voice. It was there his name was changed from Jacob to Israel
which means, “Prince of God”, one who has power with God and
with men. The man who was forced to pray proved to be forceful
in prayer in the presence of God. Some who have had the experience
of being forced to pray by God, have, by their example of Godly pray-
ing, forced other less prayerful Christians to pray more.

A Fight Prayer
Sometimes the Christian has to fight to pray, at other times he
has to pray in order to fight. One has well said, “Pray until you want
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for warmth and we need warmth to pray. '‘Cold Christians and cold
places go together. Living in a cold place with cold people who hold
cold principles and make cold prayers will bring the soul into a “deep
freeze” condition. Coldness to the Saviour will lead to coldness to
the saint and also to the sinner. How one needs to pray for the “fire
ministry” of John 21.  When the Lord Himself is allowed to minister,
He can truly warm up with “the fire” and build up with “the food”.
This was the blessed experience of the cold and hungry disciples.

ISRAEL AND THE ‘CHURCH
THE CHARACTER OF WORSHIP
Wm. Hoste

We will now consider the difference between the Aaronic worship
of the past and that of the “holy priesthood” of the present dispensa-
tion. In former dispensations, Christian worship was, of course, im-
possible, for “the way into the Holiest was not yet made manifest”
even had there been a '‘Christian to enter in, which there was not.
But we find many instances of spiritual worship among Old Testament
saints. What could be more real than the worship of Eliezer? (Gen.
24:26, 52). the head bowed in adoration, the heart welling up in
blessing to God! Or that of Moses, when Jehovah “made all His
goodness pass before him?” (‘Exod. 34:8). So too with many of the
Psalms, which though not rising to the full height of Christian experi-
ence, go far beyond the experience of many Christians. But this is
individual dealing with God, rather than that collectve priestly wor-
ship, with which we are now dealing.

The priests of Israel were set apart “to minister to Jehovah”
{Exod. 28:1), “to offer both gifts and sacrifices” (Heb. 5:1). “to
burn incense before the Lord” (1 'Chron. 23:13). The two things
ordained in Exodus 29 and 30, immediately after the consecration of
the priests, are significant: they are the continual burnt-offering on
the brazen altar and the continual burning of incense on the golden
altar. The priests had other duties to perform. but their priestly
worship seems to have been more particularly connected with these
two altars. From Exodus 29 and Leviticus 8, we learn, that four
things were placed on the brazen altar. (1) The burnt offerings—
type of Christ as the willing Victim offering Himself “without spot
to God,” and ever reminding Jehovah of that perfect Sacrifice.
(2) The meal offering, which always went with the burnt offering,
in its due proportion, with the oil and all the frankincense upon it,
“even the memorial of it unto the Lord” (Lev. 6:15). telling of the
perfect human life of Christ in the power of the Spirit, with all its
even consistency under every possible test. (3) A drink offering of
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wine, poured over the burnt offering (Exod. 29:40), the out-pouring
of that life in entire devotion and consuming zeal for the glory of
God (John 2:17; see also Phil. 2:17). (4) The fat of the peace-
offering, the Lord’s portion (Lev. 3:16) speaking of the hidden
excellencies of Christ only to be fully known and appreciated by
Jehovah Himself. The service of the golden altar (Exod. 30:1} con-
sisted in the perpetual burning of incense morning and evening, re-
newed at the same time as the burnt offering. This incense was

unique, compounded of equal parts of four spices — stacte, onycha,
galvanum, and frankincense, “tempered together, pure and holy,”
speaking of the preciousness of Christ — His every act and word a

sweet savour unto ‘God. Four, being the earthly number, these spices
may set forth the different aspects of His Person as recorded in the
four Gospels.

We may notice then the following points as to the worship of
Israel. It was (1) RITUALISTIC, consisting of divinely ordained
rites and manual acts; (2) SYMBOLTCAL — the foretaste of a
spiritual reality; (3) FORMALISTIC — consisting not only of out-
ward acts, but of such, continually repeated, in a fixed order and
at a fixed time; (4) INARTICULATE — As far as we know, not
a word was spoken in the tabernacle. Singing and playing of instru-
ments belonged to Levitical, not to priestly service. Dumbness did
not exclude from priestly functions, as we see from the case of
Zechariah, who though struck dumb, was still able to “fulfil the days
of his ministry” (Luke 1:20).

The worship of Christendom is, generally speaking, after the Jew-
ish model. If not inarticulate, it is either in a foreign tongue, or
often, for other reasons, unintelligible. If not symbolical of anything
Divine, it is at least ritualistic, consisting of outward rites—masses,
eucharists, incense, stereotyped services, liturgical forms of man’s in-
vention and composition, which, while drugging the conscience, prac-
tically quench the Spirit and bring the worshippers within the scope
of Jehovah’s solemn words—“In vain do they worship Me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men.” Even where there is more
simplicity and intelligence, Officialism and Ministerialism, like
Pharaoh’s lean kine, have well nigh devoured the common priest-
hood of all belicvers, and worship in spirit and in truth has given
place to preaching and teaching. In most unexpected places, too,
where the present guidance of the Spirit is most insisted on, a tendency
to formalism is often found.

They are fools who act only on the advice of others; and they are
otherwise who think they have no need to be advised.
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PERPLEXITY IN JUNE
Mervyn Paul

‘_]une, regarded as the Month of Brides. is also the time of per-
plexity, and secret tears, for the oft brides’ maids, as well as for their
many sisters who, thus far, have been compelled to sit alone. In
obedience to the will of their Lord they have shunned the company
of unsaved young men. So it is that not a few of these obedient ones
will wonder, with many misgivings, at the Lord’s dealings with them
in that He seems to be doing nothing to find for them a mate. They
know within themselves, so keenly, that only in marriage will it be
possible for them to fulfil their divinely-implanted instincts and
natural abilities for wifehood and motherhood. (But there are so
many girls in the Assemblies, and so very few young men!} Hence
they will be watching wistfully as others of their friends get their
chance, gain their opportunity for “fulfilment”.

For some of these.dear young women there will be a sense of
disappointment that really hurts, accompanied, perhaps, by a sharply-
felt resentment at the way things have turned out. ‘“What has she
got that T haven’t?” they will ask; while others will retire into a
gloomy hopelessness; or, it may be, will begin a spiritually-reckless
experimenting by dating unsaved boy friends.

Some there will be, also (married folks as well as unmarried)
who will marvel that the brethren (in many cases) den’t do some-
thing to correct those young men who will court a girl’s friendship for
a time, then will drop her to take up with someone else. To these
lads it means so little, since their outlook is so different from that of
young women. They are eager “to play for fun”; for marriage to
lots of men is something that catches up with them, rather than a
goal to be attained. (My little sisters, did you know that?) They do
not know that most young women think only of “playing for keeps,”
and that toying with a girl’s affections (for which she was not de-
signed by God) can be disastrous.

So it is likely, as I have said, that there will be a measure of
perplexity in the minds of many of my younger sisters . . . an asking
why the Lord seemingly should ignore the specialized needs He, Him-
self, created . . . a wonderment that He Who can do everything
should fail to regard the lot of His Scripture-hedged hand-maidens.
This riddle can become a serious thing, causing dear cnes to be so
confused about their circumstances that they begin to feel disappointed
in their Lord. And as Peter proved, such disappointment can result
in questioning, doubting, and eventual denial. It is for this reason,
then, that I write these lines to counsel the Lord’s unclaimed ones.
And please believe me, my sisters, when I say that you have my
deepest sympathy.
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many Christians who, at the first, were happily married. (For per-
sonalities change with the passing years. Couples who were ardent
lovers in their twenties may be nasty scrappers in their thirties!)

My space runs out; but let me conclude by saying that there is
a solution to your perplexities, as well as to the entire problem-field
relating to love, courtship, marriage, and life-as-it-has-to-be-lived
afterwards. Tt is for us definitely, deliberately, to put our lives, and
all the details, into the Lord’s hands for direction and management;
Prov. 3:5-6. And having done so, resolutely to refuse to take any
step apart from His recognized direction; Isa. 55:8-9; Psa. 32:8-9;
31:23. In such a course the language of our hearts at all times is,
“Not my will . . . but thine be done.”

—That’s the solution, my sisters. But the sad part concerning this
happiest of all solutions is that most of us are scared even to think
of trying it . . . until after we have bungled things ourselves!

—Mark 4:40.

PRAYER OUT OF PLACE

Prayer is a wonderful privilege, but it may surprise some to be
told that there are times and circumstances when prayer is out of
place. In Exodus 14:15, “The Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore
criest thou unto Me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go
forward.” This was a time, not for prayer but for faith, obedience
and action. In Joshua 7:6-10, we have Joshua praying to the Lord
upon his face and God’s word to him was, “Get thee up; wherefore
liest thou thus upon thy face?” There was sin in the camp and the
time had come for the exposure and judgment of that sin.

Perhaps the reader of these lines has not the assurance of
salvation and has been earnestly praying for it. Spurgeon tells of an
incident in dealing with such a case.

“An anxious enquirer to whom I had plainly put the great Gospel
command, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,’
constantly baffled my attempts to lead her out of self to Christ. At
last she cried out, ‘Pray for me! pray for me!” She seemed greatly
shocked when I replied, ‘T will do nothing of the kind. I have prayed
for you before; but if you refuse to believe the Word of the Lord, I
do not see what I can pray for. The Lord bids you believe His Son,
and if you will not do so, but persist in making God a liar, you will
perish, and you richly deserve it This brought her to her bearings.
She begged me again to tell her the way of salvation; she quietly
received it as a little child, her frame quivered, her face brightened,
and she cried, “Sir, I can believe, T do believe, and I am saved. Thank
you for refusing to comfort me in my unbelief.” Then she said softly,
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‘Will you not pray for me now? Assuredly I did, and we rejoiced
together that we could offer the prayer of faith.”

“He that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting life”” (John
3:36). “These things have I written unto vou that believe on the
Name of the Son of ‘God; that ye may KNOW that ye HAVE eternal
life”, (1 John 5:13).

Here we have the Lord performing some of the work of Him
that sent Him. The virtue of saliva in remedying eye troubles dates
back before the days of our Lord on earth; the use of clay in con-
nection with eye disorders is mentioned in ancient historv. However,
we are not told why our Lord used this method. He could have sim-
ply touched the man’s eyes, or merely spoken the word, and he would
have been made whole. It is quite within the scope of Scripture to
say that the clay is a type of humanity, for man was made of the
dust of the earth. Spittle denotes abasement and humiliation. The
clay and the spittle might suggest our Lord’s humanity and the great
degree of abasement to which He was subjected. It was through His
humanity and His shameful death on the cross that salvation was
brought to us. Then the Lord gave this blind man a test as to his
faith. “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” I suppose the man had to
get someone to lead him there. Siloam means “Sent.” No other
water, no other pool would do. He simply had to do what the Lord
told him. The Lord made the clay and did the anointing; that was
His work; the man must go and wash in Siloam; that was his responsi-
bility. So with Naaman in 2 Kings chapter 5; he must dip in Jordan
seven times. Faith often humbles one, but it brings its results.—H. A.

We have heard of a child who said her prayers, and then added,
“Good-bye, God; we are all going to Saratoga, and father and mother
won’t go to meeting, or pray any more till we come back again.” We
fear that many who go to the seaside, or other holiday resorts, give
God the go-by in much the same manner.

* * * *

An aged 'Christian, lying on his death-bed in a state of such
extreme weakness that he was often entirely unconscious of all around
him, was asked the cause of his perfect peace. He replied, “When
I am able I think of Jesus; and when I am unable to think of Him,
I know He is thinking of me.”

* * * *

Many choose rather to be great than to be humble; forgetting
that only they who choose to be humble, are truly great.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“Have ye counted the cost,
Have ye counted the cost,
Ye warriors of the cross?
Are ye fixed in heart for your Master’s sake
To suffer all earthly loss?
Can ve bear the scoff of the worldly-wise
As ye pass by pleasure’s bower,
To watch with your Lord on the mountain-top,
Through the dreary midnight hour?”

Many volumes of poems for children bear the name of Jane
Elizabeth Leeson, but of the lady herself, we can discover no par-
ticulars whatever. She also made a number of meritorious translations
from the German, and these are in common use both in America and
Britain. It is a pity that we know so little about some whose writings
and hymns indicate a most spiritual character, whose hymns are rich
in scriptural truths and sentiment. ‘This hymn, from her pen, would
stir up anyone to seck to “endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.” (2 Tim. 2:3)

“Ye may count the cost, ye may count the cost
Of all Egytia’s treasure!
But the riches of ‘Christ ye cannot count;
His love ye cannot measure.”

“Now I have found a Friend,
Jesus is mine;
His love shall never end,
Jesus is mine;
‘Though earthly joys decrease,
Though human friendship cease,
Now I have lasting peace,
Jesus is mine.

These verses were written as a poem and privately printed in
1852, by the author, Henry Joy McCracken Hope. He was born near
Belfast, Ireland, in 1809. Few details regarding his personal history
can be obtained, beyond the fact that he was a bookbinder. His death
occurred at Dunadry, Co. Down, Jan. 19, 1872; but his words live
on—
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Question. What is the meaning of the last clause of 1 Cor. 11:10?

“Because of the angels.”

Answer. Angels here, I believe, should be looked upon in the
ordinary sense of the word; heavenly beings. I do not think they
refer to messengers of the church, bishops, or elders, etc., as some
would suggest. Scripture frequently refers to the relation in which
angels stand to this present world. It is said of our Lord that He
was “seen of angels” (1 Tim. 3:16). In writing to the saints at
Corinth Paul tells them that the apostles were “made a spectacle to
angels” (1 Cor. 4:9). From these portions we learn that in some
way angels are looking on, they are spectators of what is taking place
on the earth. We can well understand that they would be interested
in the becoming and godly order of things in the assemblies of God’s
people. Angels no doubt witnessed the fall of man in the garden.
As the result of that, the woman is to carry a token of an authority
to which she submits. ‘So, from this expression, ‘“Because of the
angels,” we may learn that God’s desire is that while the angels may
not see His order being carried out in the world, He wants them to
see it being carried out in the church. In 1 Timothy 5:21, we read.
“I charge thee before 'God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect
angels, that thou observe these things.”—H. A.

FAITHFUL ABRAHAM

It was FAITH — simple, calm, dignified trust in the bidding of
God, — which led him from his paternal plains to the wild glens of
distant Canaan. It was faith which reared altar upon altar wherever
his tent was pitched. It was faith that girded on his armour against
the confederate kings, and crowned him with victory. It was faith
which dictated the unselfish proposals to Lot, in the partition of the
land. Faith sent him to wrestle in prayer for the doomed cities of the
plain. Faith enabled him to master the struggling emotions in his
heart of hearts, in the hour when that grace culminated in its grandest
triumph on the Mount of Sacrifice. Except in one solitary instance,
his faith ever forbade any mercenary calculations, — any debate be-
tween duty and expediency — between natural affection and divine
obedience. He had but one thought, and that was to obey his God,
—making his own will coincident with the Divine. He lived for this.
It was enshrined in his soul, and sanctified and interpenetrated his
whole being. God was to him food and raiment, home and country,
Father and Friend—his All in AllL
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
ISAIAH, AND HIS GOSPEL
G. G. Johnston

God has had His witnesses in the earth at all times. To be
favoured by God as His messenger is surely an honour, though few
are given a special call, as was Isaiah.

Before he was properly fitted to humbly perform such sacred
duties, as those of a prophet of God, Isaiah had to see something of
the “plague of his own heart”. (1 Kings 8:38). 1In the early chapters
of his prophecy he utters stinging words of reproof against Israel for
her rebellion and idolatry. In the fifth chapter, he proncunces six
woes upon that nation, no doubt all fully justified, but the seventh
woe he pronounces against himself (chap. 6:5), as he sees himself
in the presence of the Lord of Hosts. It was then that Isaiah heard
the call of the Lord: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
and answered, from lips purified and made tender by contact with
the coal of fire from off the altar of sacrifice: “Here am 1, send me.”

No doubt we find represented in this experience some features of
God’s dealings with a sinner and his cleansing through faith in the
sacrifice of Calvary, before he can be used in any degree in the service
of God. But, have we not more than that? How necessary that those:
who desire to serve the Lord should first learn “the end of all flesh”
(Gen. 6:13), not only as it is found in others, but as it is in themselves.
This would wither their pride, and give them a greater tenderness in
their words and dealings with others. And the more we continue in
the presence of the Lord, the better we shall all be prepared for His
holy service. It is those who get a vision of God himself who are
fitted to speak of Him. Those who see the verities of eternity while
dwelling in His presence are alone able to speak with due tenderness
and pathos of these matters.

How often we all have been guilty of speaking truths which we
do not duly feel in our own soul, because we have not considered
them in God’s sanctuary!

Among the manv messages which this good prophet of the Lord
delivered to his people we find much reference to Christ, His birth,
His life, His death, His millenial glory, etc., etc.

How important to hold fast to these precious truths, so clearly
emphasized throughout the Word of God! When many are seoffing
at the virgin birth, and saying that it is but a myth, may we be found
glorying in the fact that our blessed Lord bare nothing of the taint
of Adam’s sin. He was that promised “seed of the woman”, Iinmanuel
-—God with us—the Godman. He became man that He might die,
but he was ever and eternally God.
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Of His life, this prophet said: “He shall grow up before Him
as a tender plant, and as a root (tender shoot) out of a dry ground.”
What a constant delight the Father had in the life of that Holy One,
who did always those things that pleased Him!

Regarding the death of 'Christ, though he wrote his prophecy
some seven hundred years before Christ, yet he gives the reason for
His rejection: “There is no beauty that we should desire him. He is
despised and rejected of men.” And because He claimed to be the
Son of 'God, they “did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted.” As to the mode of His death, he says: “He was wounded,
bruised, chastized,” and all this that “with His stripes we might be
healed.” (Read Isaiah, chap. 53). In verse seven, he mentions His
silence before His tormentors, and in verse nine the fact that they
would have buried His body in a common grave with the wicked,
but He was with the rich in His death (in Joseph’s new tomb.) The
results of His travail and subsequent glory are included in that precious
“Gospel according to Isaiah”.

The glory of His millenial reign is clearly revealed in chapter
eleven, where righteous judgment and equity will replace the woe-
fully unjust reign of the leaders of nations, when “they shall not hurt
nor destroy,” and peace and joy shall prevail under His direction.

In spite of the godly influence of Tsaiah the man of God, Israel’s
condition grew worse and worse, until when our blessed Lord himself
appeared upon the scene they heeded not His voice either, and to
end His faithful protests against their sin, they hurried Him to the
cross of shame, thus fulfilling the unheeded prophecy of Isaiah, the
man of the vision.

Without exception, all past dispensations have ended in failure,
with only a small remnant continuing faithful to the end. The present
period, the Church’s testimony, is prophesied to end in failure also.
Shall we, by God’s grace, be found among the perhaps very small
remnant of faithful ones when He comes and this Church period ends?

An aged Christian, lying on his death-bed in a state of such
extreme weakness that he was often entirely unconscious of all around
him, was asked the cause of his perfect peace. He replied, “When
I am able I think of Jesus; and when I am unable to think of Him,
I know He is thinking of me.”

* * * *

There are many portions of Scripture which we do not under-
stand at the time; yet they are quite clear to us afterwards in the
hour of trial. We are quick learners in the day of visitation.
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BOOK OF THE ACTS
INTERNAL TROUBLES
A. McShane

Before concluding our remarks on this second trouble in the
early church, it might be helpful to point out some of the more im-
portant lessons which it no doubt teaches — lessons which, if kept
in mind by those who have to deal with matters of a similar nature,
would help them reach an equally successful arrangement.

One of the first of these undoubtedly is, that the same type of
troubles abroad in the world are liable to creep into the assembly.
Had there been no division between the Grecians and the Hebrews
before conversion, there would have been no grounds for the quarrel
that afterwards arose. Another lesson to be learned from this inci-
dent is that murmuring amongst Christians is a serious evil, and every
effort ought to be made to remove the cause of it. Israel’s murmuring
in the wilderness brought down the judgment of God, and no com-
plaining assembly will have His blessing. To try to ignore it, or carry
on as though it did not exist, cannot result in the upbuilding of any
company wherein it has appeared. A third and last lesson which we
might suggest is that when no truth is at stake, we ought to yield as
far as possible to those who complain about our actions. Abraham’s
willingness to give first choice to Lot (Gen. 13), and the action of
the apostles in this case are two examples which, if followed, would
end many an unpleasant situation in the Lord’s assemblics.

We have already seen that the first trouble in the Acts concerned
a man and his wife and that the second problem concerned a section
of Jewish believers. Now we are about to look at a yet more serious
trouble, one which involved the two peoples of which the Church was
composed. Not only so, but while the two earlier matters were con-
fined to the Jerusalem assembly, this one affected all the existing
churches. Yes, the trouble of chapter 15, over circumcising Gentile
converts, was no petty quarrel, but an obvious development beyond
anything previously experienced amongst the saints. Indeed, we have
little idea of how much depended upon a settlement being reached
between Jewish and Gentile believers on this great issue. Had the con-
ference ended in failure, the early saints would have been divided
into twe opposing camps.  Such a condition of things would have been
a practical denial of all that God has revealed of His purposes for
His people in this dispensation. However, the threatened disaster was
averted and when the storm was over the bonds of fellowship between
the churches, far from being snapped, were stronger than ever.

‘We must bear in mind that it was God Who had made the clear
distinction between His earthly people Israel, and their Gentile neigh-
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HELPS AND HINTS ON PRAYER
Part 3 ]
J. A. Gray

The hour of prayer was a recognized period in the life of Dariel
(Daniel 6:10). He prayed three times daily. Peter, in the Acts, had
this godly habit also. He set aside “hours” to pray. In Acts 3 he was
seen going up to the Temple at the ninth hour and in Acts 10 hc is
praying on the house top at the sixth hour... Here we have the “habit’
and “hour” of prayer.. These men, with others, planned to pray and
prayed before making plans. They were not strangers to the presence
of God and the presence of God was not strange to them. When we
begin to enjoy the good habit of prayer, then very hour becomes an
hour to pray. This does not mean that the saint will pray for one hour
at a time, but no hour will pass without praying. This is bringing God
into everything and keeping Him out of nothing.

A Fruitful Prayer

God answers prayer. This was proved by Hannah, Daniel,
Nehemiah and others. Jabez, in 1 Chron. 4:9, 10, is a lovely example
of a man getting an answer to prayer. See his honourable standing
among his brethren and the simple sincere prayer he made! Mary and
Martha, in John 11, learned, that delay is not denial in the praver
life. The period of delav was a test for faith. God has to teach His
people that while He is working in a wise way to answer prayer, they
must wait in a wise way till the answer comes. How good when God
is working and we are waiting. Answers to prayer. do not come in
our time but in God’s time, neither in our way but in God’s way.
Faith wisely allows Ged to plan the way and patiently waits the time.
This is submission to the will of God. Elijah, on Mount Carmel,
prayed seven times (1 Kings 18-42:46). God wisely withheld the
answer until the seventh petition was made. The prophet learned
the art of patience as he continued instant in prayer. Abraham failed
to make his seventh petition, note his six lovely petitions on right-
eousness in Genesis 18:23-33.

A Fatal Prayer

The last prayer of Samson resulted in the loss of his own life
and the lives of many others (Judges 16:38-30). It was fatal. In
Daniel’s day the law was against prayer (Daniel 6:10-12). His prayer
put him among the lions. The man who was not afraid to pray was
made fearless through prayer. It would seem he had a good time
among the lions. Courage and fearlessness is born through prayer.
Today, “the law”, encourages men to pray, what a contrast to Daniel’s
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day. Daniel stopped to pray but did not stop praying. God is de-
lighted when men stop to pray and the Devil is delighted when men
stop praying. Daniel learned that “God writes with a pen that never
blots. speaks with a tongue that never slips and acts with a hand that
never fails.”

A Fragrant Prayer

The book of Luke opens with the Priest at the altar of incense.
Prayer is answered and Zacharias is promised a son (Luke 1:8-23).
This teaches us the full results of prayer. What God gets and what
man gets. The former received the sweet incense of devotion and the
latter the blessing of faith in prayer. In Revelation 5:8, we get the
same principle. The prayers of saints are seen as preserved in the
golden vials. They are a sweet smelling savour to God. This is God’s
portion from every true and righteous prayer and one of the many
sweet smelling things that can leave earth and reach heaven. It can
he said that the greatest prayers, although simple and perhaps feeble,
are delightful to God and a blessing to the one who prays as well as
being a blessing to the one prayed for. God becomes a receiver and
then becomes a bestower.

A Final Prayer

Prayer is for earth and not for heaven. The prayer life of saints
will end. The final prayer on earth is important, it is the perfection
of the prayer life, such would be incomplete without it. In Acts 7:60,
Stephen prays his final prayer. See the circumstances under which
he prays and how he prays like his Master. Paul, in 2 Timothy 4,
refers to his friends and foes and while dying the death of a martyr,
prays like his 'Master (verse 16). This is the last recorded act of
Paul in prayer. Prayer unfolds the spirituality and character of a
man. Stephen and Paul revealed by their prayers that they were good
Godly, gracious, God glorifying men who lived a life of simple de-
pendence upon God. There is another sense in which we can con-
sider a last prayer. Paul, in 2 Cor. 12:7-10, prays his third and final
prayer about his thorn in the flesh. He learned it was time to stop
and while God did not remove the thorn He gave the grace to bear it.
This was an unexpected answer to which Paul had to submit. God
grants wisdom to know when to pray, what to pray for and when to

stop praying.

Oh, child of God, keep no company with any one with whom you
cannot kneel at the throne of grace, and speak freely about your
blessed Master.
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A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM
A.W.].

He was a loving father, but he was not saved. Over in Scotland
where he lived he had been in soul trouble for some time and could
get no rest from the burden of his sin. The Spirit of God was dealing
with him, but somehow he did not know how he could KNOW that
he was saved, and that he could be assured that the burden of sins
was removed.

One day the father was left to look after the little girl while his
wife went on a visit. The little daughter said, “Daddy, we are going
to play school. I will be the teacher and you will be my class,” so
the lesson began. It was not long before the girl ran out of material,
so she said, “Now, Daddy, we are going to play at Sunday School.
I am going to say a piece, and, if you repeat it correctly, I will give
you full marks.” She began, “Say this after me, ‘Just as T am,”” the
troubled father began, “Just as T am,” “Without one plea,” said the
little girl, “Without one plea,” repeated the burdened father, and so
it went on,

“But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,”

but when they reached the last line,
“0, Lamb of God, I come,”

the father stopped and could get no farther. “Come on,” encouraged
the little teacher, “Say the last line and I will give you full marks,
*0, Lamb of God, I come.” But a big lump rose in the father’s throat,
and he said, “I can’t say it.” The little girl persisted, “It’s easy to say
‘O Lamb of God, T come.””

They were interrupted by a knock on the door. The father
unlocked the front door and his wife entered. Glancing at her hus-
band, she noticed his agitation and asked, “What is the matter?”
“You cannot help me,” was the reply, and with his heart bursting with
stifled emotions, he went back to his daughter’s bedroom. He got down
on his knees at her bed, and. looking by faith to the Saviour of sinners
Who died to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, he exclaimed,
“Q, Lamb of God, I come.”

If you long, like the father in the incident, to know your sins
are forgiven, you too may come now to the One Who has never refused
a repentant sinner. His invitation still goes forth, “Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”
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their own spiritual condition, or to get the needful instructons from
Him as to what He wants them to do, and where and how they are
to do it: It is the lack of thus being in the presence of God, and
coming forth from that presence with the savour thereof in the soul,
that makes so much of the preaching and teaching of our time point-
less and fruitless. It is easy enough to sing —

“0, the pure delight of a single hour,
Which before Thy throne I spend.”

But when in reality did you last spend an hour — a literal hour of
sixty minutes — there?

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SPAIN
G. G. Johnston

Information has reached us from an absolutely trustworthy source
in regard to the so-called religious liberty in Spain. While cunning
priests and some unprincipled statesmen would endeavour to make
the leaders of the United States and other lands believe that Spain
boasts of religious liberty, as do other countries, the fact remains that
no less than thirty-two buildings and smaller places of meeting be-
longing to one group of ‘Christians, today are closed by government
order. Some of these smaller congregations have, thus far, been able
to gather in private dwellings, but not without the fear of being
reported fined, or worse.

Gradually all liberty of publication is being withdrawn. Petitions
for permission to print anything, even for the help of evangelical
churches, are systematically ignored (not even acknowledged); then
when, in desperation, anything is printed without permission, fines are
imposed, the work confiscated and the printing stopped. Foreigners
involved in such disregard for the law are liable to be expelled from
the country.

In no case must any chapel, or meeting place, bear a notice board,
or means of identification whatsoever. Anyone daring to speak pris
vately to another regarding the faith of Jesus Christ, give anyone a
tract, or pamphlet, portion of Holy Scripture, or anything of the sort
not published under the auspices of the Roman Catholic Church, is
guilty of propaganda, and subject to a heavy fine.

Anyone who has in infancy, or later, been baptlzed into the
Roman faith can never be considered as separated from it. There-
fore, unless able to obtain a release from the bishop of his district, he
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cannot be married by the civil courts, or by a Protestant minister.
This has caused great distress.

Not only do the priests rule in civil matters, the army is also
under their heel. Young soldiers, on joining up, are, of course, called
upon to take the oath of allegiance. Included in this function, in
Spain, 18 a mass in which the host is elevated, and at which moment
every soldier is bound to bare his head and fall to his knees before
this god of flour. Because some God-fearing young men have refused
to participate in this idolatrous act, they have been sorely abused
physically, and put in prison. Two have been condemned to two
full years of confinement, and another is likely to follow. All pleas
in their favour have been ignored in spite of the fact that their com-
manders affirm that otherwise their behaviour has been exemplary.

Not more than twenty persons are allowed to meet in a private
home, yet if they were to buy or build a more convenient meeting
place, there is little likelihood that they would be granted a permit
to use 1t.

ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH

The Character of Worship

Wm. Hoste
Was Christian worship ever intended to be after the Jewish pat-
tern? Our Lord’s words respond, ‘““They that worship Him, must wor-
ship Him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). There are four dis-
tinctions drawn in this passage — (1) between the future and the
present. “The hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain
nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father” (verse 21). (2) Between
the Divinely-sanctioned and intelligent worship at Jerusalem, and the
man-invented, ignorant worship on Mount Gerizim. “Ye worship ve
know not what, we know that we worship” (verse 2). (3) Between
the material and symbolical temple worship and spiritual and true
worship even then begun, and soon to be the rule of every true wor-
shipper. “The hour is coming, and now is (see for this same ex-
pression chap. 5:25 and 16:32), when the true worshippers shall

worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”
There was even then in Israel, outside the official priestly system,
a little circle to whom the Father had been revealed and who wor-
shipped Him in spirit and in truth. This could not be strictly speaking
priestly worship, but the worship of relationship — of the children to
the Father — for two contrasted systems, the heavenly and the earthly,
could hardly be divinely recognized on the earth at the same time.
(4) Between phases of worship both true today, the worship of the
Father and the worship of God, which last, I judge, is essentially
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MEMBERSHIP IN AN ORGANIZATION
Mervyn Paul

A number of my young friends are concerned about their rela-
tionships with various types of organizations — Trades Unions, in
particular. Some have been saved since they accepted the union’s
yoke. ‘Some belong but do not take any part in union affairs, paying
only their dues. Others are confronted with joining or losing their
jobs . .. jobs for which they may have had years of training, and
where there are no prospects of employment in any other field —
a very frightening possibility, indeed!

Now right at the start we had better admit to ourselves that
labour unions must be given a great deal of credit for the vastly
improved working conditions in industry today. Some Christians who
have not had any experience of working in industrial plants are
reluctant to admit that they have any value whatever, secing them
only as the troublesome cause of a constantly rising cost-of-living index.
Nevertheless that there is a great mass of evidence in their favour
respecting the gaining of better working conditions, as well as more
equitable rates of pay, cannot be denied.

The principle of collection bargaining (plow through, my young
friends, won’t you?) is a modern device intended to equalize the
power of those who are employed to that of the employers; while the
right to strike, basically, acknowledges a person’s inherent privilege of
choosing for himself whether or not he shall labour for another.
Picketing is a one-sided method of compulsion not so fully established
as a just procedure, especially when violence is used; and any possible
interest the public may have in a strike has not yet been considered.
save when national welfare is at stake.

As intelligent Christians it is not our business to dispute these
things. Moreover, as those yielded to God, we have nothing to do
with such matters. The principle of Separation, so fully set forth in
2 Cor. 6:11 - 7:1, when it is obeyed, sets us clean outside of them
altogether . . . And here let me interject the remark that a person
may be considered a member of a company organizaticn and vet be
nothing more than an employee — something that is not at all the
same as being yoked, through a binding membership, in an alliance
in an organization. In the first case the employee is IN it, but not
OF it. In the second he is both IN it, and OF it.

And something more: in view of the principle of Separation it is
important that young Christians should understand the reason for
it very, very clearly. Indeed, their Christian parents need to under-
stand 1it, also. lest they urge their children to train for, or to seek
after, positions which will invite immediate conflict — or compromise
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— when the young people start out on ther careers. And that reason
can be stated quite simply. It is that GOD DESIRES TO HAVE
HIS CHILDREN ENTIRELY UNDER HIS CONTROL. See Jer.
2:1-2,1 Cor. 6:20; 7:22-23; 2 Cor. 5:15; 1 Pet. 4:2.

This was His intention when He created Adam and Eve, and
for a time it was fulfilled. But when Mother Eve allowed herself to
be brought under an outside influence the complete dependence-on-
God relationship was shattered. Then ceaseless sin became the in-
evitable consequence, and Redemption a necessity. For vour re-

emption, and mine, was intended to bring us back into such a
relationship, where the subjecting of the Second Man Adam to His
Father’s will (John 5:30,6:38) becomes our example.

But, oh dear young Christians, do not allow yourselves to
slump back into a hopeless that’s-too-high-for-me attitude! The “path
of the just” is no sudden achievement. Rather is it “as the dawning
light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day:” Prov. 4:18
RV. ITS GROWTH GETS A PROPER START WHEN WE
ADOPT A PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARDS GOD: Matt, 12:47-
50; John 7:17; Phil. 2:13. For when that attitude becomes a daily-
renewed one (2 Cor. 4:16) of, “Not my will, but thine be done”
(Luke 22:42) then many of our attitudes towards earth’s problems
will be settled. And surely — in spite of our weakness and our end-
less failures — such a fixed purpose is bound to be the objective of
the twice-born! Only our sincerity and the depth of our desire will
decide how much it i1s to be uppermost in our thoughts. After that
our faith in Himself and His Word will govern how far we shall go
in obeying Him.

Now if it be true that God desires to have His children entirely
under His control, then we must realize that if we bind ourselves to
follow the direction of any organization that may require us to act
contrary to God’s revealed will (even in a “church” fellowship, or a
society for promotion of the Gospel then THAT MUCH OF OUR
LIVES IS TAKEN OUT OF HIS CONTROL.

In a general sense you will find that it isn’t of any use to try
to explain such matters as your Separtion, or the Mark of the Beast,
to unsaved agitators. See 1 Cor. 2:14; Matt. 7:6. In my own
experience, when under the fire of labour unions, I found it best to
say, simply “I am saved. T belong to the Lord, bag and baggage. I
believe it to be His will that I shall not join an organization of any
kind — not even of a church” . . . to say that, and nothing more . . .
and to stick to it. Such an answer leaves no loop-hole for argument
—a very helpful thing for a young Christian who may not be too
skilful with the Bible.
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It is well also (even with life insurance agents). to admit freely
all their benefit arguments, since our stand for God-control of our
lives cannot be influenced by the prospect of material benefits: Matt.
6:31-34. His will for us is all that matters . . . But don’t expect an
unsaved person to understand that! To them it will seem to be rank
fanaticism.

That going in for full acknowledgment of this principle usually
wreaks havoc with our own plans for our lives certainly is true. We
are to have no plans for our lives except whatever the Lord has plan-
ned, and are to rely on Him for its full development, walking as, and
where, He directs. But for some who have been saved late in life,
whose whole working experience has been under union control, and
who have no prospect for employment in other lines, the problem is
one of faith . .. of how far, and at what cost, a person may be willing
to depend on the faithfulness of God. Often the decision is made
to continue as a member, but to take no part in union affairs, paying
only the required dues. And some of my young friends have taken
that position.

For these dear ones T dare not legislate. Even as your faith is
of no service to me, so you cannot walk by mine. John may have
sufficient faith to follow His Lord into the high priest’s palace. But
for Peter it may result in a temptation to denial. But this I can say with
assurance: I have known some men — men with families — who re-
fused the labour union’s unequal yoke, in a trembling faith. They
lost their trades as well as their chance to continue in work. And
it’s pretty hard to look into the face of one’s wife, one’s dependent
little children, and know that one’s [ormer providing power is gone—
gone for good! But this also I can say: the God ‘Who caused it to
be written, “them that honour Me, I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30)
did not fail them. After they had stepped out in obedience and faith,
they found He had other provisions made for them . . . and I think I
may have the right to say so, for I was one of them.

As there is no rest without labour, so there is no victory without
conflict.

ERRATA—We regret very much the printer’s error in last month’s
issue on pages 117 and 119. The article “Prayer out of place” should
have ended with (1 John 5:13) near the top of page 117. The following
long paragraph should have followed at the close of page 119 of “Ques-
tions and Answers”.
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We have already published an article on this great hymn, and
made mention of the author of it, Gerhard Tersteegen, a man of
sterling worth. But it is only fair and proper that we should also
make mention of the good man who translated this hymn into the
English language, John Wesley. His brother, Charles Wesley, was an
original hymn writer, his works numbering many hundreds, but John
Wesley was a great translator, especially of German hymns.

The following is told regarding the above hymn. ‘Oliver Wendell
Holmes and Ralph Waldo Emerson were once discussing the merits
of various hymns. Holmes declared that most hymns were only
‘cabinet work’, not really poetic, but he added that there was one
supreme hymn, and began to quote the above words and the one
which follows it —

“Is there a thing beneath the sun

That strives with Thee my heart to share?

O tear it thence, and reign alone

The Lord of every motion there!

Then shall my heart from earth be free,

When it has found repose in Thee.” ‘
‘I know; I know,’ repeated Emerson, ‘that is the supreme hymn’.”
It was an extravagant claim, but Holmes and Emerson should be
good authorities on the literary merits of any hymn.

John Wesley was a severe critic of hymns. He strongly dis-
approved of weak sentimentality, and of phases which he deemed
too familiar to be addressed to the Deity. He did not hesitate, when
editing a collection of hymns, to alter those which contained such
expressions. His brother’s hymns were not exempt; in one well known
hymn, the expression “My dear Redeemer’s praise,” was changed to
“My great Redeemer’s praise.” These alterations were not made
because Wesley’s heart was cold, but because he had a high sense
of the reverence with which man should approach God.

Wesley also had very positive opinions concerning the tunes put
to hymns, and we today would do well to be exercised about the
same. Many tunes are being taken from the world’s songs and put
to spiritual hymns, some of which are most unbecoming to the occa-
sion of our gathering together. “Let all things be done decently and
in order.” (1 Cor. 14:40). John Wesley also laid down some rules
for singing in public:

(1) Sing no anthems.

(2) Do not suffer the people to sing too slowly as this tends to
formality.

(3) Exhort everyone, both men and women in the congregation, to
sing.
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On the day before his death he was heard to sing Isaac Watt’s
hymn —

“I’ll praise my Maker while I've breath,
And when my voice is lost in death
Praise shall employ my nobler powers;
My days of praise shall ne’er be past
While life, and thought, and being last,

Or immortality endures.”

These words seem literally to describe his death. Every little while
he broke out into some song of praise, even when his strength was
hardly adequate to the strain. His last words were the joyous shout,
twice repeated, “The best of all is, God is with us.”” That closed the
life which for more than half a century had been spent in active
evangelism. During that time he had travelled 250,000 miles, and
preached 40,000 times.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. When it is necessary to rent a larger building for Con-
ference Meetings, and the meeting on Lord’s Day morning to break
bread is held in the large rented hall, instead of in the Gospel Hall,
as the custom is, would that be the same as setting up the table
temporarily somewhere? For instance, at a Summer Camp; or at
some seaside place where a group are on a vacation, Some tell
us there is no difference.

Answer. We believe there is a difference. There is no similarity
whatever; these cases bear no comparison. In the first place, the word
“group” is not a good word to use in this connection. =~ We find in
the New Testament the word “church” and the word ‘“assembly”.
These denote a gathered out company; not a group of people who
might mutually consent to meet somewhere. One of the privileges
of an assembly of God’s people, gathered together unto the Name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, is to remember Him in the breaking of the
bread and the drinking of the cup. There can be no “breaking of
‘bread” apart from a ‘“church” or gathered out company. The
“apostles’ doctrine forms “the fellowship”, and “breaking the bread”
is one of the privileges of that fellowship. (See Acts 2:41-42 R.V.)
In Matt. 18:20 we read, “For where two or three are gathered to-
gether in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.” This verse
has been translated by Mr. Thomas Newberry (Editor of the Newberry
Bible) as follows; “Where two or three are, having been and being
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TIDINGS

CALGARY, ALTA.—Westhill - Hurst Gospel ‘Hall. “We had John
Gray here for several nights, also A. Douglas for about two weeks and
Harold Paisley gave us one night on his way to Vancouver. The ministry
was good with nothing to please the flesh or tickle the ear, but that
which would reach the conscience. A few strangers have been coming
in and we are encouraged in this new district. G. MeCullough.”

G. G. Johnston writes of good conferences at Winnipeg, Portage and
Pine Creek, though at the last place attendance was hindered by heavy
rains and bad roads. He expected to go on to Taylorside and Mervin.
0. Smith and P. Eiliott went to Winnipeg from Portage and then back
to Towa. A. Wilson and J. Frith returned to the west coast.

Reports have been received of 'good conferences in Sarnia, Eden
Grove and Victoria Rd. The Charlton-Earlton conference was a time
of blessing. At the former place the attendance was the largest they
have had. J. Clark went to Arnstein for some meetings. C. Patrizio
went on to Port Arthur for work among the Italians and may go on to
Winnipeg and the west coast as the Lord may lead. S. Simms left for
home and purposes joining Earl Pears in work in the Dunchurch district
for the summer. A. W. Joyce and Ed Doherty (Cuba) had well-attended
meetings after the conference in: Earlton and Charlton.

ENGLEHART, ONT.—A. W. Joyce commenced meetings July 8th
using the “Egypt to Canaan’ chart.

HENDERSON, ONT.—R, Harris and T. Kember expect to spend the
summer with the Gospel in this neighborhood.

TORONTO, ONT.—Fred Holder and Frank Pearcey have been preach-
ing the Gospel under canvas in the eastern outskirts of the city with
some blessing in the Gospel.
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THE CENTURIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. W. Joyce
It is most striking to notice the comments of the ‘Word of God
upon the Centurions who have been introduced into the pages of
Scripture history. In almost every reference there is something about
the Centurions which draws out one’s admiration — the more so
when admirable qualities are discovered where they would be least
expected. What a contrast these military Roman officers were to the
four Herods who reigned during the days of our Lord’s sojourn on
earth and in the days of the apostles. The first Herod, among many
other crimes, murdered the babes of Bethlehem, the second beheaded
John the Baptist, the third slew James with the sword and the fourth
rejected the apostle Paul’s testimony in Acts 26. The High Priests,
Caiaphas and Annas, the religious rulers of the Jews, were consistent

in their implacable hatred of the Lord Jesus and His people.

As the name indicates, a Centurion was a commander usually of
one hundred men in the armies of Rome, which was then the mistress
of the world. We have many 1nc1dents recorded involving various
Centurions with the Lord and His apostles. We might begin with

The Confessing or Believing Centurion

It would seem that the great army of those who have been saved
by grace since the Saviour died upon the Cross is hcaded by the very
Centurion who superintended the crucifixion of the Lord of glory.
What a triumph! Likely many things spoke powerfully to the heart
and conscience of this Roman officer. He watched the unresisting
submission of this Man to the soldiers who stripped Him of all his
outer garments and nailed His hands and feet to the cross (Psalm
22:16). He heard His prayer, “Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do” (Luke 22:34). He noted the Lord’s tender care of
His sorrowing mother as He committed her to the care of the apostle
John. He would hear the taunts of the thieves (Matt. 27:44). With
wonder he would notice the change in the case of one of them when
in repentance the plea for mercy came, “Lord, remember me,” to be
answered by the Saviour’s words of forgiveness and assurance.

But there are two things in particular which are mentioned in
the Scriptures which convinced the Centurion of the deity of the
Saviour. “When the Centurion, and they that were with him, watch-
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake. and these things that were done, they
feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God” (Matt. 27:54).
The awesome darkness of three hours duration, the earthquake "and
the rending rocks, struck fear into their hearts, convincing them that
they were participants in a scene of unparalleled importance, affect-
ing both the Creation and the Creator.
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The second thing is related in Mark 15:39, “The Centurion which
stood over against Him, saw that He so cried out, and gave up the
ghost.” The death of crucifixion is a long, slow, lingering one , and
death ensues finally when all strength is gone. 'The loud cry, “It is
finished” and “Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit,” con-
vinced the Roman that this was not the death of a crucified criminal
but the dismissal of the Spirit by a mighty Conqueror. He had power
to lay down His life, and when the work of propitiation was done,
He dismissed His Spirit.

All this caused the Centurion to burst forth in the sublime con-
fession, “Truly this man was the Son of God.” What a stinging rebuke
to the High Priests and leaders of Israel! They had said, “Thou
blasphemest,” when He said, “I am the Son of God” (John 10:36).
In this confession the Centurion acknowledged Christ’s deity, and in
Luke 33:47, he acknowledged the perfect character of the Son of
Man when he said, “Certainly this was a righteous Man.” Well might
we cry at the contemplation of such a triumph, “Hallelujah, what a
Saviour!” May we ask all who read these lines, have you seen by
faith the Saviour, dying for you a sinner, that you might be saved?
Have you exclaimed in adoration, “Truly this Man was the Son of
God?” or, like Thomas, “My Lord and my God!”

The Courteous Centurion

When Paul felt constrained to appeal to Caesar, he was commit-
ted, along with other prisoners, to be sent to Rome under the charge
of Julius, a Centurion of the Augustan cohort (Acts 27:1, R.V.).
When the ship made a port of call at Sidon, “Julius courteously en-
treated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh
himself.” The rigours of a prisoner’s journey to Rome must have
been greatly mitigated by the courtesy of the Centurion. A little later
Julius turned down the advice of Paul against continuing the journey
at that season (Acts 27:11). Naturally the soldier would think, I
may trust Paul with liberties on the journey because of his character,
but after all, surely the ship captain knows more about the sea than
an inexperienced landsman. Before the ill-fated voyage ends in ship-
wreck, Paul’s moral greatness thrust him into leadership in a time
of danger and crisis. When the storm threatened death at any mo-
ment, with quiet confidence in God, Paul encouraged all on board.
When He gave advice the next time, verse 31, the Centurion and the
soldiers were glad to take it for the preservation of the ship. On
the third occasion, Paul gave wise counsel in regard to taking nour-
ishment and “gave thanks to God in the presence of them all.” For
the sake of Paul, the Centurion refuses the counsel of his own soldiers
to kill the prisoners, lest they escape. The experience on the Island
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of Melita {Malta), and the closing days of the journey to Rome,
must have made a deep impression on the courteous Centurion. We
have good grounds to hope that the consistent testimony of the apostle
Paul resulted in the conversion of Julius. If so, every courteous act,
after his conversion, will be rewarded by and by.

One of the exhortations of Peter’s epistle is, “Love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Peter 3:8). Peter had learned some good
lessons since he impulsively cut off a man’s ear in the garden of
Gethsemane, in defence of the Saviour. How often since then has
a lack of Christian courtesy cut off the ears of sinners, and closed
their minds against the Gorpel. How often, also, the truth of God
has suffered, because, in endeavouring to be faithful in our dealings
with God’s people, we hav:z forgotten to be courteous, and thus have
weakenge#fie very stand we: intended to strengthen.

There are several ~ther occasions when Paul came ir contact
with Centurions. In Acts 22:25, he used his Roman citizenship to
prevent his being unlawfully tortured, appealing to the Centurion in
charge. In Acts 33:17 he reported a conspiracy which had been made
to assassinate him and in Acts 24:23 Felix, the governor committed
Paul to a Centurion to be guarded. Paul did not let opportunities slip
to witness for Christ, so there were many Roman officers who will
forever remember their association with Paul, whether for weal or for
woe. There are two other outstanding ‘Centurions of the New Testa-
ment which we must reserve for another paper.

EIGHT THINGS THAT TEND TO POVERTY, OR HOW
TO BECOME A POOR MAN

Keeping what we should give—Prov. 11:24.

Refusing what we should receive—Prov. 13:18.

Talking when we should be silent—Prov. 14:23.

Love of sleep, when we should be awake and doing.”
—Prov. 20:13

Oppressing the poor and giving to the rich—Prov. 22:16.
Drunkenness, drowsiness and gluttony—Prov. 23:21.
Following after vain persons (or pursuits)—Prov. 28:19.

Hastening to be rich—Prov. 28:22.

* w® * *

It is vain to stand up and plead innocence before Him Whose
omniscient eye can see the blackest flesh under the whitest feathers;
and the foulest heart under the fairest act.
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
JEREMIAH, THE WEEPING PROPHET
G. G. Johnstor

In all ages of man’s history, God has called and sent forth men
specially fitted by Him to act as His witnesses. Some of these periods
were exceedingly dark and difficult: none more so, perhaps, than the
last days of Judah’s existence as a nation, before almost all were
carried into captivity in Babylon.

It would seem that Jeremiah was a comparatively young man
when he made his first appearance as a prophet to Judah in the
thirteenth year of the reign of good Josiah. God had graciously given
a time of blessed revival under this king; nevertheless, because of the
bloody and wicked deeds of Manasseh, who before him had filled
Jerusalem with idols and caused its streets to run with innocent blood,
God refused to spare the nation. They must go into captivity to learn
in Babylon the hatefulness of the sin of idolatry. When, after seventy
years of bitter captivity a remnant came up from Babylon, they had
been so cured of that sin that, however great their other sins may be,
they cannot be accused, until the present day, of being an idolatrous
people.

In the first chapter of his prophecy, we learn something of how
God prepared His servant for so weighty a task as that of reproving
a perverse, headstrong nation. When God revealed His purpose to
Jeremiah, saying: “I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations,” we
hear the answer: “Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am
a child.” The grace to be little in one’s own eyes is surely an essential
fitness for God’s service, and a haughty spirit ill becomes any who
profess to serve our Lord Jesus.

Twice in this chapter the Lord exhorted Jeremiah not to be afraid
of their faces, because He was with him. “The fear of man bringeth
a snare,” (Proverbs 29:25), and many of us have been caught in it,
when, because of timidity we have failed to witness for our Lord
before the ungodly, or held back the faithful word of warning, or of
counsel, lest we should offend. This should not be interpreted to
mean that any lack of subjection or respect to parents, to older per-
sons, to constituted authority, or to others who merit our respect,
should be counted a virtue, The Word of God most emphatically
enjoins such respect, but that fear of the face of man, whoever he be.
that makes us refrain from doing, or saying, what we know God would
have us do, or say, is to be deplored. Nor should it be considered =
virtue to speak out because we feel annoyed and have a desire to give
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vent to those feelings. That is usually an evidence of the lack of self-
control, which the grace of God would teach us to exercise.

Possibly the best cure for the slavish fear of man is to learn a
deep measure of the fear of God. This is not that sort of fear which
possessed us before we were at peace with God. ‘'We were then afraid
of God. The fear of the Lord which is the beginning of wisdom
(Prov. 9:10) is rather a fear to grieve Him, born of love to Him.
How often when the fear of man has taken hold of us, we have felt
that we have grieved the Lord, because His ‘Spirit was urging us to
do the thing. And when we have sought grace to fulfil our duty,
we have also found that the man (or the woman) we feared was,
instead, thankful to us.

In spite of the fact that the Lord had promised to be with
Jeremiah, and was with him, this did not mean exemption from trial,
opposition and even imprisonment. As he foretold faithfully the
approaching captivity of Israel, the numbers of his enemies increased
and their fury grew apace. His call to the nation to repent of their
many sins only resulted in the bitterest hatred, and finally God’s faith-
ful prophet was put into a dungeon, and his feet were fastened in
cruel stocks.

God can, and does, make use of varied means to accomplish His
purposes. When there seemed not to be a man in all Israel who
feared the Lord, respected His word or felt for the misery of His
faithful prophet, an Ethiopian, Ebed-melech, a servant in the king’s
court, pled for his life and was allowed by the king to draw him up
out of his filthy dungeon. Then he was allowed to remain in the
court of the king’s house until Jerusalem was taken and the eity was
broken up.

God’s care of His true servant is also seen in the charge given
by the king of Babylon concerning him: “Take him, and look well to
him, and do him no harm: but do unto him even as he shall say unto
thee” (Jer. 39:12). While these words may seem suitable to give
to a bride upon her wedding day, they are, properly, a token of God’s
care of those who serve Him faithfully, not fearing the face of man.

Whatever other good may have been done by Jeremiah’s testi-
mony, at least it seems to have resulted in the conversion of the king’s
colored servant, Ebed, as would seem evident from the latter part of
chapter thirty-nine. May we not each ask himself today: “Who has
come to know the Lord through my testimony?*
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BOOK OF THE ACTS
INTERNAL TROUBLES
A. McShane

The enemy had now failed in his first three attacks from within,
Neither deccit, discontent, nor division had succeeded in harming the
Church. We are about to look, however, at a more painful incident
— one which we could truthfully call the black spot of the Acts, for
the sad story of Paul and Barnabas parting company (ch. 15:36-41)
has no parallel throughout its pages.

The church at Antioch had been steadied and established in the
truth through the letter from Jerusalem and through the ministry
of Paul and Barnabas. This being so, Paul began to consider thc needs
and dangers of other infant churches, and became exercised about
revisiting them. Naturally, he desired his fellow-labourer, Barnabas,
to accompany him in these journeys, but at this juncture an unex-
pected difficulty arose. Barnabas was determined that Mark should
be allowed to go with them, and Paul was equally emphatic that he
should not. Determination may be an essential quality for success in
the service of God, and none will doubt that these two warriors were
characterized by it. However, in this case in which two strong wills
were opposed and neither would vield, it was a disadvantage rather
than a blessing. The contention was sharp and when it ended the
two brethren parted company. It is not easy deciding who was the
more at fault, but one thing is certain, both could not have been right.
The incident is all the more sad because it happened so soon after
the singular victory won by these brethren when a more vital cause
was at stake, whereas, on this occasion, for either to yield would not
have violated any Scriptural principle, nor would it have divided the
church at Antioch or the churches about to be visited.

The background of this dispute must also be considered, if we
are to view it in its true perspective. In Gal. 2 we learn that Peter
had visited Antioch shortly before this, and that during his stay there,
Barnabas, through his bad example, had been turned aside. This
breakdown of Barnabas must have somewhat humbled him in the
eyes of his brethren. Likewise, Paul’s stand and boldness in rebuking
Peter on that occasion must have been no less exalting to him. It was
then we suggest that the first seeds of division between these two
brethren were sown. How could Paul yield to Barnabas when he
had so recently and so successfully resisted one of the chiefest apostles;
and how also could Barnabas bear being let down a second time
before the Antioch assembly? Alas, the weed of pride can quickly
show its ugly head even in the choicest of saints.
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Another feature must be considered in viewing this case. It is
that of human relationships — a feature which more than any other
perhaps, has influenced the decisions of the Lord’s people in matters
of this kind. Mark was the nephew of Barnabas. It was thercfore
natural that they should desire to be yoked together in the work
of God. It would appear that Barnabas, having faltered somewhat
himself, was now sympathetic toward his failing nephew, and thought
that now after he had learned his lesson, he should be given a second
chance. On the other hand, Paul had vivid memories of the desertion
of their servant, and that at a time when he was sorelv needed. How
unfair then, Paul probablv thought, that one who had found the road
too rough and had returned home on that account, should be allowed
to travel the same way again, now that it had been smoothed some-
what by the presence of churches. To say the least, such a weakling
as Mark would be a poor example to the young converts, some of
whom, no doubt, also remembered his defection.

We must not forget, however, that Barnabas was the senior
worker. It was he who had introduced Paul, not only to the assemblies,
but also to the work. Was it not he too who had first perceived the
usefulness of this “chosen vessel”? It was therefore not unfitting that
Paul for this time should yield to his more experienced brother not-
withstanding the shortcomings of Mark. Would it not have been
better to bear with Mark, than to part with Barnabas? Further, if
Mark acted as he did on the first journey, a short time would rid
them of him; and if not, his services would be most useful. But no
such compromise was apparently considered. Instead, the two serv-
ants of God who had so loyally laboured together, who had suffered
together, who had reported the Lord’s doings together, who had prayed
and wept, toiled and sweated together, parted company never to be
yokefellows in the work of God again. How could they be united in
service and divided at heart? What a strange sight and what a poor
example for the comparatively young church at Antioch to witness
the two missionaries, who under God had made their assembly what
it was, go their several ways, one with Mark, the other with Silas!
If ever tears were fitting it was then. and if ever two men left an
assembly sad and grieved, they were Paul and Barnabas. Was there
no one to arbitrate? could no one be found to give timely advice or
help to avert the disaster? Apparently not, otherwise the result might
have been different. Perhaps Paul has somewhat similar circumstances
in mind, when later in his life, he wrote asking his yokefellow to help
Euodias and Syntyche to settle their differences (Phil. 4:2-3).

Had Barnabas exercised patience and waited, he would have
seen an end to his difficulties with Paul as regards Mark, for confi-
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dence was restored in due course. Paul also proved to be no less
sensible than his fellow-worker in acknowledging recovery when it
took place, although perhaps, on this occasion, he was less quick to
detect it. How beautiful are his words to Timothy, “Take Mark, and
bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”
(2 Tim. 4:11).

It seems to be implied in the closing words of verse 40 (“being
recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God”) that the
saints at Antioch, who must have been acquainted with the details
of the dispute, were more favourable toward Paul and Silas than
they were toward Barnabas and Mark, for of the latter brethren no
such phrase appears in verse 39 where we are told of their departure
to Cyprus. Throughout the remainder of the Acts Barnabas drops
out of the picture, whereas the work of Paul is followed closely to
its close. However, too much stress must not be laid on this fact,
as the same is also true of Peter and others.

It remains for us now to gather up these weighty lessons that may
be learned from this, the saddest of all the troubles in the Acts. The
first of these is, that victories are often followed by defeats. The sec-
ond is, that human relations should not be allowed to influence our
judgments. A third is, that when no Scriptural principle is involved
or truth at stake, it is often all the more difficult to get brethren to
settle their differences. A fourth is, that when two servants of God
fall out, fellowship between them is seldom the same again. And a
fifth is, that a little patience and yieldingness might avert much that
is painful and unseemly. May the Lord write these lessons upon our
hearts so that when differences of this nature crop up amongst us —
and we all know they constantly do we may have grace to wait upon
God and thus overcome all that is of the flesh and self.

He is a rotten professor who says in his heart, “Why may I not
be drunk as well as Noah, and commit adultery as well as David?”
Did you ever hear of any who put out their eyes, because others were
smitten with blindness? Or of any who cut off their legs because others
went on crutches. But if you have sinned as David and Noah did,
you should mourn as they did. Their acts are not for our imitation,
but for our warning. They are not land-marks to direct travellers, but
sea-marks to warn mariners. If a man find a piece of gold covered
with dust, will he preserve the dirt and throw away the gold?

* * * *

Ignorant worldlings look upon gain as their greatest godliness,
and not on godliness as their greatest gain. But a golden plaster is
a poor application for a wounded conscience.
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THE ASSEMBLY LIFE OF BELIEVERS
lts Privileges and Responsibilities
J. Ritchie
The receiving or welcoming of a believer to the fellowship of
saints, although in itself a joyful act, is not to be regarded as a light
matter, or hurried through with little thought or care. The following

wise and sober words of another regarding it are well worth remem-
bering.

“The receiving of a believer into the fellowship of an assembly,
whether it be one newly converted, or one from a sect, is no trivial
matter; for first, it affects the whole assembly and therefore ought
not to be the act of an individual; secondly, it is not an act that can
be done today and cancelled in a week. Once received into fellowship,
there is no power to separate such an one until such sin has been
committed as warrants their being put away upon Scriptural grounds.
Thirdly it carries with it not merely the privilege of breaking bread,
but all the privileges connected with “the coming in and going out”
{Acts 9:28) among the believers. If this were understood, brethren
would no longer take upon themselves the responsibility as individuals
of bringing others to the breaking of bread; on the contrary they
would gladly seek the help of those who care for the flock, so that
each believer might be introduced in a godly and ‘Scriptural way and
at once be received with confidence by the whole assembly.” (J. B. C.)

In the case of one newly converted, nothing beyond clear evidence
of conversion with a desire to learn and do the will of the Lord would
be required to ensure his hearty reception. In days of much empty
profession, time for godly discernment and care may be necessary, or if
personally unknown, the testimony of one like Barnabas, in whom the
Lord’s people have confidence. He was able to testify how Paul had
(1) “seen the Lord in the way”, and (2) “preached boldly at Damas-
cus in the Name of Jesus” (Acts 9:26-28) — in other words, of his
conversion and his practice. The evangelist ~— naturally a sanguine
man in estimating the reality of those who profess to be converted
under his ministry — ought not to hasten the reception of his con-
verts, He should leave this to others having fuller opportunity of
knowing their ways, and less likely to be partial, while on the other
hand they ought not to be oversuspicious or dilatory and so leave the
voung believer to be picked up by, or drift into, one of the world’s
religious denominations. When one is received, he should then be
lovingly cared for “taught the way of God more perfectly” (Acts
18:26). There is ample scope for such Priscilla and Aquila service
amongst young believers, and evidently fewer to share it as the years
20 by. .
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With one who has been in a sect, greater care is needed, First,
regarding his conversion. Many who have not been born of God, are
in full membership of “the churches”, and while a profession of be-
ing converted may be required in others, the standard is generally low,
that any who can give a clear statement of evangelical doctrine may
pass, without much difficulty. Then, as most of the denominations now
regard fundamental error with complacency and permit it to be taught
in their pulpits, it may be necessary to inquire whether the applicant
is personally sound in the faith, otherwise he may bring in such error
as will corrupt and mislead others. As there must be some cause
why he is leaving the denomination of his choice, it is only reasonable
that he should be asked what this is, otherwise you may give refuge
to one who is a troubler, or has had a quarrel, or cannot get his way.
or may be fleeing from such discipline as exists in the place where he
has been. All this may require time, which no right-minded person
will grudge. It leaves room for God to manifest what may not be
apparent at first sight, and to give others the opportunity of satisfy-
ing themselves that the applicant is a true believer and desires to walk
according to the Word. All this is rudely set aside by those who claim
and use the liberty of bringing in their personal friends, or any whom
they think fit, frequently with only a very casual acquaintance of
their faith or practice, and without the least consideration of the con-
victions of others. The result is that in many companies where such
practices have become the rule, they do not know “the number of
the names together” Acts 1:15). They do not make any attempt to
exercise that godly care and rule enjoined in such Scriptures as 1
Thess. 5:12-14; 1 Pet. 5:2, or to exercise such discipline on those
who require it as is commanded in 1 Cor. 5.

Whatever time may be necessary to give a hearty welcome to
one seeking to “join himself to” (Act 9:26) a company of believers,
such delay is not rejection. It does not warrant the oft-used but
utterly inapplicable term of “exclusion”. It is not a “barrier to fellow-
ship”, for as may be easily ascertained by any who have the wish to
do so, it is in assemblies where such care is exercised, that the larger
number of believers are to be found “continuing steadfastly” in the
ways of the Lord. Where the practice prevails of any who take the
Christian name coming casually to “break bread” and then disappear-
ing nobody knows where, or has the least interest to inquire, this is
not Scriptural Assembly fellowship. However attractive to some the
theory may be that there is no assembly responsibility other than that
which belongs to all who are born again, there is not even one of its
most ardent advocates but has to recognize and ‘act in the most practi-
cal way on the truth of “assembly fellowship”, in simple, mundanc
things. For example, when money is required to pay the hall rent and
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to meet the current expenses for which they are mutually responsible,
do they then appeal to the “church universal”, or to ““all believers who
form the church, in that place, but do not all come,” to meet their
liabilities? No chain is stronger than its weakest link, and here mani-
festly the “church universal”, theory — which is the only aspect of
the church some see, or will allow others to own — fails, for a church
that never assembles cannot be held liable in local affairs, nor would
any ordinary house owner accept it as a tenant, to be held liable for
his yearly rent.

IMPRACTICAL AND SENTIMENTAL TEACHING

Young Christians are in danger of being spoiled by the senti-
mental. There is a teaching abroad which is nauseous in the extreme.
Women, as being more susceptible of tender feeling, and young con-
verts, who are mainly characterized by the emotional, are chiefly the
victims of the sentimental and impractical teaching referred to. It is
pleasant to recline comfortably in a drawing room and be conducted
through Solomon’s gardens and vineyards by a highly imaginative
mind — one who can interpret the meaning of every fruit and flower
and perfume. One feels so good for the moment — so self satisfied!
Honey and wine are flowing in every direction! There is precious
teaching in the Song of Solomon as in all other parts of the Sacred
Volume. But teaching with fibre and muscle is needed. Teaching
with backbone in it. Life is earnest and real. We need strength for
weakness, and power to battle with daily difficulty. We fear the kind
of teaching which leads to indolence and enervates the spiritual
powers.

Two Christians who were invited to help in Gospel work one
Lord’s day evening, declined on the plea that they had holier and
higher occupation. How hateful this assumed spirituality must be to
the blessed Master, while He sees thousands of the lost sinking finto
Hell every hour. The believer is both a priest and a servant. He
worships within and serves without. A vigorous and healthy type of
Christianity, as exhibited in Peter, Paul and John, cannot be produced
by the mawkish and impractical kind of teaching which leaves you
full of feeling, but selfish and strengthless. Take heed — one and all
— how and what you hear.

* * * *

If the second birth has no place IN you, the second death will
assuredly have power OVER you.
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ANSWER HIM NOT
Wm. Williams

“But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for
the king’s commandment was, saying, Answer him not,” (Isa. 36:21).
This was very good advice which Hezekiah gave to his people when
Rabshakeh ridiculed and blasphemed the living God. What a bless-
ing it would be to all of us if we could remember the little word;
“Answer him not.” The flesh can always retort, answer, speak back,
but it takes grace to keep quiet and refuse to answer. How different
it would have been with Eve, if she had heeded the injunction,
“Answer him not.” Never discuss with the devil. Let him have the
“sword of the Spirit” — “it is written” and just rest there.

How much better it would have been for David when they told
him Nabal’s words, to “answer him not”. But David said to his men,
“Gird ye on every man his sword” (1 Sam. 25:13). David could
leave his life and cares with the Lord and He delivered him from
Saul; but he could not trust the Lord to avenge him of a Nabal, a
fool. He would fight the churl with the carnal sword. Here is where
we too fail. We hear something detrimental to our character and
testimony, something which some brother or sister has said. We wish
to gird on the sword and clear ourselves. Augustine used to say,
“Lord save us from the vice of self justification!”

It had been good for Moses to have listened to this word when
the people said, “Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out
of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilder-
ness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?”’ (Num.
16:13). Moses was very wroth, and with a good reason, but even so
“the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God”. He was
provoked and lost his temper and spoke unadvisedly with his lips. He
was the meekest man in all the earth. But he broke down on his
strong point, “Answer him not”.

Paul stands before Ananias to be judged. He was innocent and
when the Jewish dignitary told those who stood by to smite him on
the mouth, he simply could not stand it. He let go. “God shall smite
thee thou whitened wall.” (Acts 23:3). But he was wrong. He had
to take it back. He retracted. How much better to have obeyed the
inner voice, “Answer him not.”

“And he went into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus,
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.” (John 19:9).
Here the Lord fulfilled Isa. 52:7, “He was oppressed, and He was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth . . . So he openeth not his
mouth.” Here the Lord’s silence speaks volumes. His silence is better
than “words of gold in pictures of silver”. In the unguarded moment
may the Spirit of God bring to our mind, “Answer him not”.
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THE PLACE OF SINGING IN THE PURPOSE OF GOD

Harold S. Paisley, North Ireland

Singing has a remarkable place in the will of God in all ages, past,

present and also in the future. There is a world of song around us

but Divinely inspired songs were sung before the world began and
will be continued when all of earth is past.

The World's Songs

These are described in Psalm 69:12 as the song of the drunkard
and in Ecc. 7:5 the song of fools. In our unsaved days such songs
were often on our lips but now redeemed by precious blood, sweeter
words engage our tongues, for He hath put a New Song in our mouth
even praise unto our God. Unlike the passing songs of earth which
are new today and forgotten tomorrow this song is old, yet ever new.
Thus the songs of the world hold no further appeal to us who have
iearned Redemption.

God Given Songs

These are described in Psalm 137:3 as the songs of Zion and
in Eph. 5:19 as Spiritual Songs. Our thoughts in this paper are
confined to these and as can be seen they cover a wide range of
rruth and embrace many subjects.

Early Songs

In Job 38:7 the Holy Spirit records singing in an undateable
period “When the morning stars sang together and all the sons of
God shouted for joy.” The first mention of singing in the Bible is
in Gen. 31:27 being the words of Laban to Jacob, however the first
recorded song for our meditation is in Ex. 15. What an echo of praise
ascended on the banks of the Red Sea, when Moses and Isracl sang
unto the Lord who triumphed gloriously. It is significant to mark
that the last song recorded in the Bible embraces this first song and
links with it the Song of the Lamb as overcomers stand upon the Sea of
Glass having the harps of God (Rev. 15:3).

Many other early songs are worthy of mention. There is the
remarkable song of Deborah and Barak in Jud. 3, full of touching
eloquence and giving praise to God for the deliverance but also re-
vealing the carelessness of some in the day of need, and giving com-
mendation to others who jeoparded their lives in the high places of
the field. In Ezra 3:11 there is singing at the laying of the founda-
sions of the Temple while in the hour of the slaughter of Goliath of
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Gath women sang in honour of the Victor. All these are full of
instruction to the Lord’s people. Men of God sang in O.T. times;
David, the man, after God’s own heart, was the sweet psalmist of
Israel, and Solomon’s songs were 1,005 while Job caused the widow’s
heart to sing for joy.

Singing in New Testament Times

When the Lord’s Supper was instituted by the Lord Jesus in
the night of His betrayal “they sung a hymn and went out”. It is
wonderful to consider that He Himself sang in that hour when the
darkness of Calvary was so near. His voice soon to be heard crying
“Eloi Eloi Sabacthani” was lifted up in song: truly a song that many
waters could not quench. The same One who sang then (Martt.
26:30) sings now as Leader of the praise in which we His brethren
join (Heb. 2:12).

Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises unto God in the jail at
Philippi, and those God given songs in the night (Job 35:10) were
followed by wonderful results in the conversion of the keeper of the
prison and all his house.

Singing in Assembly Testimony

In Eph. 5:19 and Col. 3:16 assemblies are exhorted to the use
of “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in our hearts
unto the Lord, as filled by the ‘Spirit and the Word of Christ dwelling
in us richly.

Some of the popular hymns being sung today alas are far from
the Word of Christ and the unscriptural language used and the doc-
trines suggested are not suitable for assembly use. There are many
others which are old but ever new and will live forever in our hearts.
Some of the Psalms can be used even today, while many of them are
for another dispensation. Psa. 23 and Psa. 40 have been sung all
down the age and are rightly included in our hymnbooks.

Hymns are meditative in character and are specially in use when
gathered to remember the Lord, thus leading out our hearts in worship
and in adoration. Exercise is needed that appropriate songs may be
given out on such precious occasions.

Spiritual Songs seem to strike a triumphant note and would in-
clude songs of the Gospel used at home, or in the open-air witness,
or in indoor efforts in the Gospel. God has blessed many of these
good old gospel songs and it cannot be said that the increasing num-
ber of new ones are as exalting to the Person of Christ or as plain
in their words of truth and soberness. '
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One other thing might be pointed out and that is that in vain
can any precept or example be found for the modern solo singing in
connection with any N.T. Assembly.

Future Songs

Restored Isracl will sing as a nation when the Redeemed of the
Lord will return to Zion with singing (Isa. 51:11).

Also before the Lamb in yonder regions of joy with scenes of
sadness all behind, singing will have an eternal place:

“And they sung the new song saying, “Thou art worthy’” (Rev.
5:9). Until we join in that everlasting song may the words of the
late Thomas Kelly be true of all His Own,

“Qur song then forever should be
Of the Shepherd who gave Himself thus
No subjects so glorious as He
No theme so affecting to us.

“We’ll sing of such subjects alone
None other our tongues shall employ
Till fully His love becomes known
In yonder bright regions of joy.

ONE THING
One thing lacking.—Conversion (Mark 10:21).
One thing I know. Assurance (John 9:25).
One thing needful. The listening ear (Luke 10:42).
One thing I do. Progress (Phil. 3:13).
One thing have I desired. Communion (Psalm 27:4).

One thing of which we should not be ignorant. The Lord’s return
(2 Peter 3:8).

Not one thing hath failed. God’s promises ( Josh. 23:14).

If God’s to-day be too soon for thy repentance, thy tomorrow
may be too late for His acceptance. Mercy’s clock does not always
strike at our back.

A covetous man is fretful because he has not as much as he
desires, but a gracious man is thankful because he has more than he
deserves.
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HANDICAPS IN CHRISTIAN MARRIA(?

Mervyn Paul

The suggestion that the home-life of young married couples can
provide a feeding-place for “little foxes” (S. of 8. 2:15) may startlc
some of my young friends . . . a queer subject to bring up when alf
is love and happiness! Moreover, as you read on, likely you will think
I have picked on some strange examples. So let me hasten to explain
that accumulating evidences of damage in this basic sphere of Chris-
tian walk and ‘testimony are the reason for what follows. Almost surely
you will not have heard such matters discussed in ministry to the
Lord’s people. But read about them; then judge for yourself whether
or not fruit-bearing in the home (with its attendant influence in the
Assembly) could be injured by them — or by others like them . . .
For who knows but that our powerlessness in testimony may have its
origins in our home-life?

—“Well, I guess I am of the romantic type. I just love romance!
Without it life wouldn’t be worth living. And since we’ve been
married it has just been wonderful” . . . “Romantic type”: well now.
if that is true, what a pity! Of course I know that many go through
a romantic stage in early adult life — something like the period when
little ones reach up to grasp the moon. Until recently I should not
have thought it profitable even to mention such a subject. But lately
I have been forced to recognize that ROMANTICS CAN BE A
BASIS FOR FOLLY, since it may mar a home-life by taking over
the position of first place that belongs only to the Lord. Especially
is this possible when young people consider it a virtue to be thus
minded. Having first developed their taste for this form of emotional-
ism by reading stories of that type, coupled with a string of false ideas
of love and marriage based on fiction, they go on to dream dreams
about their “ideal”, and so to give the purposes of God for their lives
such a wholly minor place in their reckonings . . . well, to say it in
their own language, all He is asked to do IS TO GIVE THEM
WHAT THEY WANT!!! Think of the new homes that are being
set up right now based on the plea, “Oh make our dreams come true”!
And how it challenges the mind to try to conceive what Spirituai
power and blessing might ensue were we to be founding all this new
homelife on the Garden prayer, instead — “Not my will, but Thine,
be done.”

Of course I may not write of confidential matters. But I can
tell you of a certain Christian couple, newly married, highly intelligent.
but with their Christian testimony blighted by romantic notions. Of
course they have each other, and their ideals — and an old car.
Otherwise, as twice-born ones, they are “magnificently unprepared for
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the long littleness of Life.”” Beyond doubt they have made a bold bid
for instruction in God’s School, where one of their earliest lessons will
be that life-as-it-must-be-lived bears little resemblance to life-as-we-
imagined-it-would-be. Their home-life has gotten off to a poor start
since their romanticism has earned them a poor testimony. It seems
as if it might be many years before there is a full-recovery — if the
Lord be not come.

Another serious handicap to vs — single or married — is to be
“ego-centric”’. This somewhat uncommon term just means to live
a life that centres around myself, my interests, my advantage — mak-
ing me self-centred, self-ish. One unhappy feature of this defect (that
speaks so loudly to the unsaved!) is that the victim mav not know
he has it. If he shares his possessions, it is with an inward pang.
With reference to OTHERS, the attitude generally is an expectation
that THEY should consider MY happiness, do things for ME. Diffi-
culties and sorrows of OTHERS receive scant sympathy, because such
things disturb ME. Little effort is expended to help OTHERS, for
all my time and energies are needed to attend to the wants and wishes
of ME . .. Anyway, what is there in it for ME? . . . How utterly
contrary such attitudes are to the examples given in Matt. 20:28 and
1 Cor. 9:19, as well as Phil. 1:20-21! How these verses shame us!

In married life the self-centered young husband is forever making
demands on his wife — demands that may be unreasonable, hard to
satisfy, and that may end in friction, or open quarrelling. Occasion-
ally, a man who develops a feeling of inferiority in the world of men
will compensate his loss of self-importance by assuming an exaggerated
role as head of the house . . . the ego-centric wife (bolstered by a
set of personal standards re what she is going to have, and what she
won’t stand for) demands attention to, and full husband-willingness
to carry out, her decisions. How could the Lordship of Christ be
operative under home conditions like these? If a partner gives in to
the dominant one, the meekness shown is likely to be regarded as
deplorable weakness. Thus the “boss” of the house adds a tinge of
contempt to his, her, other sins. Any hope that a family may be.
raised to the glory of God under such circumstances will be rather slim.
Nevertheless, if an unduly subjected wife can leamm to pray down
grace from heaven (Heb. 4:16) to enable her to keep on bearing
with the unbearable (Heb. 11:27b; 12:2) her gracious example may
make it possible for her children to be raised for the Lord. And for
every effort made to act thus, for His sake, doubtless she will receive
a worthy reward in a coming day. May the Lord dry the tears, and
encourage the hearts, of any such sister. . However, I note these things
only to help us to learn to recognize self-centredness in ourselves, rather
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than to enable us to see it in other people: 1 Cor. 11:31; Matt. 7:3.

A determination TO HAVE THINGS NOW is a most dangerous
spiritual handicap in the lives of some young couples . . . made pos-
sible by a careless disregard of the Lord’s mind and the modern down-
payment system — and snare. To buy an article on the instalment
plan, and to leave it in the store until it is paid for, may be com-
mendable. But all the arguments in the world that “everybody does
it” will not setle accounts with the Lord for filling one’s home with
un-paid-for furnishings, for plunging far ahead of His leading (Psa.
106:13b) as well as piling up debt: Rom. 13:8. More often than
not the desire to have more (covetousness: Luke 12:15) is the lure
that leads us into this trap.

Finally, let me say that one more hindrance to home felicity and
spiirtual tone is the all too common error of one partner setting out
to re-model the other. Any number of women, when they marry, have
an “ideal” back in their minds to which they expect to conform their
husbands! True it is that adjustment to each other is a necessity.
But some Christian marriages are entering upon dark days, because
flesh ranged against flesh means conflict. Beware, my sisters! There
is no counsel in the Word to support such schemes. Instead. we have
the divine instructions of Eph. 5:21-33; Col. 3:17-18; etc.

Now as I have said, an accumulation of actual damage-evidences
is responsible for these remarks. They are submitted to our readers
in the hope that some may hear therein the instructing voice of the
Good Shepherd — and hearing, may be helped to glorify still further
the Lord Who bought them: Prov. 22:3.

Riches have made many good men worse, but they never made
any bad man better.

* * * *

If a sinner dies soon, it does but haste his torment; and if he
lives long, it does but heighten his torment. The longer God is in
raising His hand, the heavier will be the blow when it falls.

* * * *

Sinners do not perish because of their disease, but because of
their physician. Disregarding the Great Physician they think to cure
themselves and this leaves them incurable. Good works are so in-
digent, that no man can be saved by them; and yet so excellent, that
no man can go to Heaven without them.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“Rise, my soul! thy God directs thee;
Stranger hands no more impede;
Pass thou on; His hand protects thee,
Strength that has the captive freed.”

Brief reference has already been made in these pages to John
Nelson Darby, but we here add a few more “notes” regarding this
remarkable man. “J. N. D.” is better known as a writer of books,
and by his translation of the Holy Scriptures, than as a hymn writer.
Although his hymns are few, they are of a superior quality.

As a young man, Mr. Darby was admitted to the Irish Bar. and
it was his father’s intention that he continue in that profession. How-
ever, there was a deep work wrought in his soul by the Holy Spirit,
and he turned to give his life to the ministry of the Weord and the
service of the Lord. At the age of twenty-six Mr. Darby was ordained
as an Anglican clergyman, and was appointed to the parish of Wick-
law, Ireland. He became distinguished for his self-denying and un-
tiring devotion to pastoral work among the Irish poor. He lived him-
self in a peasant’s cottage on the bog.

God had a greater and more difficult work for His devoted serv-
ant to perform. A fall from his horse laid him aside for more than
three months, and during that time, through careful study of the Holy
Scriptures, some hitherto unseen truths were revealed to his soul.
Among these were —

(1} The perfect acceptance of the believer in Christ before God.

(2} Not churches, but the one church as the body of Christ.

(3) The Holy Spirit now dwelling in the church, and uniting it to

Christ in glory.

(4} The return of the Lord to take His people to be with Himself
in glory.

This marked a new epoch in the life of J. N. Darby, and it
characterized all of his ministry from that time forward. Through
the providence of God he became intimately acquainted with some
well known and able brethren; among them were J. G. Bellett, Lord
Congleton, Edward Cronin, and others. These men had left the de-
nominations, and already had begun to gather together in the Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. With these Mr. Darby soon cast in
his lot, and became the source of strength and encouragement to the
little companies which at that time were beginning to gather togeher
in various parts of Britain.
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Mr. Darby’s vigorous activity, and forceful exposition of the
truths he had learned brought him in contact, and often into conflict,
with leading men in many places. At Oxford he opposed the skepti-
cal Francis Willilam Newman, and John Henry Newman who after-
wards turned to Romanism. There he also was in contact with W. E.
Gladstone who later became Premier of Britain. Mr. Gladstone was
too much influenced by J. H. Newman to follow the teaching of
Mr. Darby. At that time the acquaintance of G. V. Wigram was
made, and resulted in close association and fellowship. Space does
not permit to give account of the labours of this ardent exponent of
the Word. His labours took him to France, Switzerland, and Ger-
many, where many assemblies were formed, and good-sized companies
gathered unto the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. With the help of
learned men, translations of the Scriptures were made from the
Hebrew and Greek, into French, German, and English; the latter
being accounted one of the most accurate translations into our
language.

The above hymn, amongst Mr. Darby’s earliest, was written while
meditating upon the wilderness experience of the Christian. In 1845,
he wrote —

“O Lord, Thy love’s unbounded!
So sweet, so full, so free!
My soul is all transported,
Whene-er I think on Thee.”

Perhaps the best known, and the most popular of Darby’s hymns is —
“This world is a wilderness wide,” etc.

Conflicting stories are told regarding the circumstances which led to
the writing of this remarkable hymn. One is, that it was written while
resting by the wayside, after a long and tiring walk on one occasion
in the West Indies. Another is, that it was written during a period
of despondency, after having been refused by Lady Powerscourt, his
proposal of marriage. She declined, as she felt that such a step might
be a hindrance to his good work for the Lord. Perhaps the true ac-
count of the writing of this hymn is that it was composed while the
writer was sitting looking over the beautiful Lake Killarney, one of
the magnificent scenes of nature ; and so Darby wrote —
“This world is a wilderness wide,
I have nothing to seek or to choose;
I’ve no thought in the waste to abide;
I have nought to regret nor to lose.”
In 1881 Darby wrote his hymn, “And shall we see Thy face?”

and the next year, April 29th, he was taken to see the face of the
One whom he had served so faithfully.



NEWFOUNDLAND—Herb Harris has been able to secure a motor-
boat suitable for working the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador
where there are hundreds of fishing villages. Most of these can only be
reached by water. He expects, along with George Campbell, Bert Joyce,
and likely other brethren, to visit these villages with ‘Gospel tracts and
open air work, following up contacts where there is encouragement.
Pray for this pioneer effort.

AUGUSTA, MAINE.—An excellent conference was reported. After
the conference, brother Jas. McCullough left for Madison, Maine, and,
while there, suffered a heart attack and is now in the hospital in
Skowhegan, Maine, where he will be for at least two weeks, with a period
of rest following. Pray for our brother who for many years has faith-
fully preached the Wird to saint and sinner. He had intended joining
his son in tent work in '‘Hudson, N.H., a new field.

EAST BOSTON, MASS.—A one day meeting was held with good
ministry by bren. Pizzulli and Rosania along with local brethren. Pray
for our brother, J. F. Pearson, who is slowly recovering from a recent
illness.

GARNAVILLO, IOWA.—L. E. McBain and Harry McCready had
six and a half weeks of Gospel meetings and a number professed to be
saved. Brother McBain hopes to give help in tent work with Norman
Crawford and J. Lipke who are pitching twelve miles east of Fremont,
Ohio.

FRESNO, CAL.—Hector Alves had about two weeks meetings, min-
istering the Word to the Lord’s people. He is now preaching the Word
in Long Beach.

McKEESPORT, PA.-—George Graham had two weeks’ ministry on
the Philippians which were enjoyed. Frank Carboni is expected in July.

CHILI, S. AMERICA
‘Wm. McBride has secured a hall in Curico where they had the tent
a year zgo and is starting meetings.
R. Hannah has a Gospel meeting each Lord’s Day in his own house
and also visits Lota, twenty-five miles from Concepeion with the Gospel

message.
CUBA

David Adams had 14 weeks in a portable hall in a new district of
Pinar del Rio and has seen the Hand of the Lord in a number professing
to be saved. Pray for the press work which brother Adams has resumed
in the absence of E. Doherty. It is planned to print over one million
tracts this year which will be distributed throughout Cuba, South
America and even among 'Spanish speaking people in’ U.S.A. Mr. and
Mrs. Douglas Reid arrived from Vancouver in May and are now in Pinar
studying the language.

Vernon Markle writes from Holguin, Cuba: “Next Lord’s Day, God
willing, we are to have a small conference because of a baptism, We
expect to baptize about ten, among them our own two eldest. Most of
these have been saved over two years. We have been having Bible
readings with them ever since and they have gone on well. Their
baptism has been delayed chiefly because of their own extreme shyness.”

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

CHICO, CAL.—The assembly which formerly met at 118 W, 12th St,,
has now moved into the new Gospel Hall at 2045 Magnolia Ave.

The address of Andrew J. Cotton, correspondent for the 85th St.
Assembly, Chicago, has been changed and is now, 8616 Wolcott Ave.,
Chicago 20, I1l.



CONFERENCES

ORILLIA, ONT.—The conference will be held, D.V., with a prayer
meeting Sept. 1 at 7.30 p.m., Sept. 2 at 10.30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sept 3
at 10 a.m., 2.30 and 7 p.m. Servants of the Lord walking in the right
ways of the Lord are welcome. Cecil R. Clark, R.R. 4, Orillia, Ont.

OSHAWA, ONT.—There will be no conference in Oshawa this year
on account of the building of an extension of the Gospel Hall. Tt is
expected when the building is completed to have a day of special
meetings.

CLEVELAND, OHIO.—As mentioned in our last issue, there will
be no conference this year as the assembly is meeting for the time being
in temporary quarters.

HUNTSVILLE, ONT.—Conference, D.V., Sept. 8, 9, 10, with a
prayer meeting on the 7th at 7.30, 8th and 9th at 10 a.m., and 2.30 and
7.30 p.m. 10th at 10 a.m. 2.30 and 7 p.m. The Lord’s servants teaching
and practising the old paths welcome. Corr. Geo. Cottrill, R.R. 2, Hunts-
ville, Ont.

ARLINGTON, WASH.—The usual conference will be held here
(D.V.) Sept. 1st, 2nd and 3rd with the usual arrangements. The Lord’s
servants teaching, and walking in, the old paths will be welcome. A.
Colburn.

LA CROSSE, WIS.—Our annual conference will be held, D.V., Sept.
1 and 2 with a prayer meeting Aug. 31. Corr. L. Uglum, 316 S. Sixth
St., La Crosse, Wis.

HITESVILLE, IA.—The Annual Conference will be held, D.V., Sept.
15 and 16 with a prayer meeting Sept. 14 at 8 p.m. ‘Corr, Geo. L. Frey,
Aplington, Ia.,

SAULT STE. MARIE—The joint annual conference of the two Soo’s
will be held, D.V., in the Technical School, Sco, Ont., as follows: Sept. 1st,
2nd, and 3rd, Saturday: Praise and Ministry of the Word, 2.30 and 7.30
p.m.; Lord’s Day: Remembering the Lord, 10.30 a.m.; Sunday School,
1.30 p.m.; Ministry of the Woord, 2.30 p.m.; Gospel Meetings, 7.30 p.m.;
Monday: Ministry of the Word, 10.30 and 2.30; Gospel Meeting, 7.30.
Preceded by Prayer Meeting in the 'Gospel Hall, Friday evening, Aug.
31st. Visitons will be freely entertained. (Corr. R. H. Davis, 662 Bay St.,
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

WITH CHRIST

STRATFORD, ONT.—Our dear sister, Mrs. J. Wray went home to
be with the One Whom she loved, at the age of 71 years. She was saved
thirtyfour years ago and gathered to the Name of the Lord and was
a lover of the Word and truth of God.

LOS ANGELES, CAL.—Our beloved brother, Norman MacLeod went
home ‘to be with the Lord on June 11 at the age of 78. He came to
these parts from 'Ontario, ‘Canada, where he was saved over 50 years
ago. He has since been identified with those gathered unto His Name
in West Jefferson assembly. He was a faithful and consistent brother.

QOur beloved brother Herbert W. ICotton, passed into the presence
of the Lord on June 28th aged 66. Saved as a young man in Liverpool,
England, he was in fellowship in the assembly now at 86th and Bishop
Sts. for 44 years. Always active in the assembly he loved the place
where ‘His honour dwelleth. The funeral was large and taken by Herbert
Dobson assisted by Bren. Bradshaw, Gould and Pollard. Remember his
wife who suffered a stroke two years ago and still suffers from it.
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NEW ADDRESSES

DETROIT, MICH.—Many of our subscribers also take WORDS IN
SEASON. Please note the new address of the Editor to whom all cor-
respondence relative to WIORDS IN ‘SEASON should be addressed.
William H. Ferguson, R. E. D. 2, Williamston, Mich., U.S.A.

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.—After many years as correspondent
of the North Vancouver assembly, brother J. W. Dennis has to relinquish
this service on account of ill-health. The new correspondent is, Mr, J.
H. Turvey, 1131 Cloverly, North Vancouver, B.C.

CHICAGO, ILL.—The new address of brother Herbert Dobson is,
9431 Springfield Ave., Evergreen Park, Il

) TIDINGS .

VANCOUVER, B.C.—The meetings in Woodland Drive Hall by
Harold Paisley were well attended with some blessing in the Gospel.
He expected to have meetings in South Main, Fairview and Carleton
halls, before coming east for Gospel meetings in Pape Avenue, Toronto,
in late September.

MERVIN, SASK.—The Mervin-Louisville ‘Conference was a time of
blessing and cheer to the saints. The Word was ministered by C. H,
Willoughby, F. Hunter, G, G. Johnston, T. Williams and J. H. Gray.
Brother Gray remained for a week. One professed. The conference at
Taylorside was also good. A. Wilson and J. Ronald are preaching the
Gospel at Togo with interest and R. Boyle at Belmont. G. G. Johnston
visited Louisville and expected to be at ICalgary, Alta., by August 12th.
F'. Hunter returned to Manchester, Ia., calling at Glen Ewen and Portage.

CALGARY, ALTA.—C. Patrizio had two weeks in Port Arthur, a
visit at Winnipeg and then went on to Calgary, intending visiting among
the Italians and having meetings in the hall. He purposes, D.V., to hold
Italian meetings in Vancouver at 696 Semlin Drive.

HUNTSVILLE, ONT.—Eleven were baptized recently. Besides the
regular Gospel meeting here, the brethren carry on weekly 'Gospel meet-
ings in Bracebridge and Deer Lake.

ARDEN, ONT.—R. ‘Harris and T. Kember pitched a tent two miles
west of Harlowe village, commencing on July 8th. Some unsaved are
attendins, and there is interest in children’s meetings.

WELLAND, ONT.—The saints were cheered recently by a week of
ministry mectings by A. T. Stevoit, Our brother also had helpful meet-
ings in ‘Chatham, Merlin and St. Thomas.

ENGLEHART, ONT.—The interest and attendance in meetings by
A. W. Joyce was very encouraging with a full hall nightly and some
blessing in the Gospel.

"TORONTO, ONT.—In the meetings east of the city where F. Holder
and F. Pearcey were preaching there was some encouragement in the
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What a rebuke this is to our frequent unbelief! What a rebuke
also to our insubjection. We profess to be servants of the Lord, yet
the unquestioned, instant obedience of which the Centurion spoke is
so often lacking in us the people of God. When the Lord says,
“COME,” do we immediately obey? “COME out from among them,
and be ye separate,” from every unequal yoke. When we hear His
Word, “GO forth unto Him,” do we respond and gladly bear reproach
for His Name’s sake? When He says “DO this, in remembrance of
Me,” do we gather according to His blessed Word to remember Him
in the breaking of bread? Have we heard him say, “COME ye after
Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17)?
Have we obeyed this call? When the Lord’s Word says, “DO all to
the glory of God”, do we order our lives according to this? When He
says, GO ye unto all the world and preach the gospel” do we obey
the command and go with the glorious Gospel message? When the
Master calls to discipleship, “COME after Me, take up the cross, fol-
low Me,” what is our response? To all of this, do we, like the Cen-
turion, acknowledge the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ in our
lives?

A BOOKLET WELL WORTH READING

A booklet has recently been published entitled, “RABBI, WHERE
DWELLEST THOU? OR HOW WE FOUND THE NAMELESS
PLACE,” by Mr. Wm. Williams of Venezuela. This little book of
forty pages deals with his conversion, early experiences, mistakes and
the ways of God in leading our brother “Outside the camp”. It tells
of early service for the Lord while learning God’s ways in the as-
sembly, and the exercise which led to the field and a lifetime of service
in Venezuela.

Written in a very interesting way, this booklet will make a valu-
able addition to the larger books previously written, “IT CAN BE
DONE” and “THE DAWN OF A NEW DAY IN VENEZUELA.”
To those who have not yet read these books, “RABBI, WHERE
DWELLEST THOU?” will make an interesting and profitable intro-
duction to the author and his writings.

‘Copies may be had, or information regarding prices, etc., from
Miss B. Johnston, 215 St. Marie St., Collingwood, Ontario.

Would’st thou do some great thing that man can see? Seek rather
to be faithful in the little things that none bu God can see; and from
the desert the Lord may call thee to be His witness before many —
if He sees you have grace to bear it.
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
EZEKIEL, THE REPROVER
G. G. Johnston

As in the case of Isaiah, God gave this man an awe-inspiring
vision before sending him to serve as His prophet among the captives
of Israel in Babylon. Ready subjection to the will of their Creator,
on the part of those beings which he saw, was no doubt an object
lesson to Ezekiel. “Whither the spirit was to go they went.” They
must exercise no will of their own, and no obstacle must hinder their
progress. And, though God told Ezekiel before he went (and he soon
learned the same by experience) that Israel was a rebellious nation,
the Lord prepared and strengthened him to faithfully deliver his mes-
sage. “All my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine
heart . . . and speak unto them.” (Ch. 3:10, 11).

This is surely a voice today to all those who would desire to be
God’s messengers. The first essential is that the truth should be re-
ceived into the heart. It is easy to have only received it into the
head. But if it reaches the heart it will affect the ways, and will become
a part of the person, so as to govern all his doings.

God’s way with sinful man has always been to “kill and make
alive, to bring down to the grave, and bring up,” (1 Sam. 2:6), and
the ministry of Ezekiel was primarily a message of reproof, with a
view to Israel’s repentance and return to God. They are referred to
the grace of God in setting His love upon them at all, knowing how
they would turn out, then to His mighty workings in delivering them
out of the bondage of Egypt. In the same way, God reminds the
Ephesians: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should
boast.” (Eph. 2:8, 9). In a similar way he would remind us of His
mercy to us in the past, while seeking to reach our consciences today
regarding our sin and departure.

In delivering the children of Israel out of Egypt, the Lord called
upon everyone to “cast away the abominations (idols) of his eyes”
(Ezek. 20:7), but it was soon evident that they had not done this,
and that their course from that day had been a downward one, a
course of rebellion, until God had them carried away to Babylonian
captivity. But, why did God work for them such deliverances through-
out the intervening centuries? Why did He show them such patience,
knowing, as He did, how they would end? One answer to this is
found in chapter twenty. “I wrought for My Name’s sake, that it
should not be polluted among the heathen, in whose sight I 'brouqht
them out.” God’s dealings with rebellious Israel have been an o‘bject
lesson for all the nations even until the present day.

Man’s sin and rebellion have caused all the various periods, or
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dispeansations, of God’s dealings with him to end in failure. Each suc-
ceeding epoch has progressed in a steady downgrade. Tested, as he
has been, by God in several distinct ways, man has proven himself
incapable, in himself, of rising; instead, he has steadily weakened
and become more degraded and sinful. Vain boastings are contra-
dicted by stubborn facts, and this downgrade will continue until, with
the Man of Sin at their head, men shall defy the armies of God
Almighty, only to be swept away by the besom of destruction. But
what of the Church? Is not the Christian Church becoming greater
and grander than ever, as it advances toward a glorious future? Some
think so, as also some think regarding the world with fits marvellous
discoveries and prosperity. But apostolic prophecies concerning the
Church coincide with those relative to Israel , and, as the Church’s
history is unfolded, the development is manifestly in accord with the
prophecies long since announced, concerning the “latter days™ of the
Church’s testimony on earth. Departure, self-will, pride, refusal of
sound doctrine, loving to hear smooth things, and many such evidences
of a carnal state are predicted.

But, why mention such depressing things? Because, as in Israel,
there is a reward today for the faithful remnant. The truly exercised
soul will find that there are still those who are anxious to walk with
God and to serve Him. There are the young in faith who require in-
struction, and without making any boast of fidelity to the Lord, let
us seek in all humility to go on to please and serve Him.

Perhaps the departure of the glory of the Lord from Israel, as
seen in vision by Ezekiel, is the most pathetic part of his inspired
prophecy. God’s patience is marked by the stages of that departure.
First, it rose from the church, upon which it rested, to the threshold
of the house. There it paused, while certain things happened which
seemed to indicate the reluctance of the Lord to leave them. But now
the glory leaves the threshold of the door and stands over the cheru-
him. These lift up ‘their wings and bear that symbol of the presence
of God to rest upon the mountain on the east side of the city, from
whence it disappeared altogether. That historic Mount of Olives will
once more be lit up with the glory of the Lord when the rejected One
returns to set foot upon it at His descent 'to establish His glorious reign
upon earth for one thousand years. Such will be the exhibition of
His power then that He will cause the great mountain to part asunder
beneath His feet, (Zech. 14:4. The surface of the land will thus be
changed, altering the watercourses and bringing fruitfulness to large
areas which hitherto had been desert. (Isa. 35:1).

Ezekiel’s reproving ministry was aimed at recovery, and God-sent
ministry today has for its purpose the recovery of a remnant that shall
seek humbly to glorify God in an ever darkening day.
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"IF JESUS CAME TO YOUR HOUSE"

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two—
If He came unexpectedly, 1 wonder what you’d do—7?

Oh! I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honored guest,
And all the food you’d serve Him would be the very best—

And you would keep assuring Him you’re glad to have Him there,
That serving Him in your home is joy beyond compare—

But when you saw Him coming would you meet Him at the door?
With arms out-stretched in welcome to your Heavenly Visitor—

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in—
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they’d been?

Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn’t heard —
And wish you hadn’t uttered that last, loud nasty word?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some Hymn books out—
Could you let Jesus right in or would you rush about?

And I wonder if the Saviour spent a day or two with you —
Would you go right on doing the things you always do?

Would you go right on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day—

Wouid your family conversation keep up its usual pace—
Would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace?

Would you sing the songs you always sing and read the books you read,
And let Him know on which the things your mind and spirit feed—

Would you take Jesus everywhere you planned to go—
Or would you maybe change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your closest friends,
Or would you hope they’d stay away until His visit ends?

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on—
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do—
If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you.

—Selected
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CROSS BEARING
Hector Alves

The subject of cross bearing is one that seems to be little under-
stood by many. The writer, like many others, used to think that the
cross which the believer is called upon to bear, or to take up, is the
cross of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ. Reading the Revised Version of Luke
14, verse 27, makes it clear that is not so, “Whosoever doth not bear
his OWN cross, and come after Me, cannot be my disciple.” Concern-
ing the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, we sing, “He bore it all alone.”
That was His cross, and His alone; the Christian has *“his own cross”
to bear.

Then again, some have the idea that life’s inconveniences, annoy-
ances, and disappointments, are the crosses they are called upon to
bear. I shall recall once in a Christian’s home, the subject of cross
bearing came up. A number of young people were present, and we
were having a profitable discussion, with the Word of God in our
hands. I asked one young sister in the Lord, the question, “What is
the cross you are called upon to take up?” Her immediate reply was,
“My cross is my bad temper.” Ah no; the Christian’s cross is neither
a bad temper, nor sickness, nor headache, nor toothache. The un-
saved are all more or less afflicted with these things, and often bear
them with far more patience and contentment than do the children
of God.

CROSS BEARING IS A VOLUNTARY THING

The Christian may or may not take up his or her cross, just as
he or she pleases. It can be avoided, it can be declined or refused,
it can be gradually let go. ‘Sickness, disaster, or calamity of any kind,
often have to be borne, whether we like it or not. These do not come
of our own free will. The Christian’s cross is a voluntary thing. In
Luke 9:23 we read, “If an man will come after ‘Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” Notice the words
“if’, and “let”, and “take up.” He may choose to avoid his cross;
he need not take it up against his will. Some say, “This is my cross,
and I have to bear it.”” That is not so. But when we get to the place
where we see it fis what God would have us to do, then we voluntarily
take up the cross, or better, our cross.

CROSS BEARING IS IN THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE

The true disciple takes up the cross; the backslider in heart and
ways takes up no cross. There is a price to pay; cross bearing costs
something. ‘The bearer of his own cross will find a weight on his
shoulders. The child of God finds his cross only in one path, that is the
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path of obedience to the Word of God, the path of separation. When
he chooses to walk in any other path, he will find no cross to take up.
The path along which the cross is borne is not found in Prov. 16:25—
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man.” No cross bearers
are found on that road. But to the one who says, “Lord, I will follow
Thee whithersoever Thou goest,” (Luke 9:57) there will be crosses,
and perhaps not a few. But, while the path of obedience is a path of
cross bearing, it is also a path of fellowship with God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Scottish hymn writer has well penned the words —

“Ye’ll niver hae a cross tae bear,
But He’ll tak the heavy end.”

And more; “Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

CROSS BEARING IS A DAILY EXPERIENCE

“If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23). We will never get
beyond cross bearing as long as we are in the body. The veteran of
half a century or more in Christ, takes up his own cross, as does the
babe of a few weeks in the faith. We hear of “the victorious life”, and
“full surrender”, and “over Jordan”. etc. Whatever these experiences
may mean, there is no getting beyor 1 cross bearing. If one is to be
found in that path “which no fowl knoweth”, the path of obedience
to the Word of God, the path that is well pleasing to our Lord Jesus
Christ, then there must be the ¢ :aking up his cross daily”. The apostle
Paul said, “I die daily,” that is, he took up his cross every day, and
to the end of the journey. The expression, “I die daily”, brings us
to our last point —

CROSS BEARING SPELLS DEATH

Cross bearing in the New Testament is connected with death.
Our Lord “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
(Phil. 2:8). That was His cross. Our cross perhaps spelled death
to tobacco, to the theatre, to the card game, to the unequal yoke;
to many habits and indulgences which were pleasing to the flesh, but
displeasing to the Lord. “Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?”

Let us take up our cross daily, and follow Him.

A bad cause is not bettered by fleshly argument; and a good
cause needs no such heln.
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Word ever bore such a distinctive title. The three occurrences are
worthy of note (11 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8, James 2:23). The failures
of God’s Friend are recorded for our instruction, and are fitting proof
of the inspiration of God’s Biography, in contrast to man’s idea of
biography, where virtues only are reported.

The call of Abram to separation from social, domestic and family
relationship (Gen. 12:1-3) to a life of dependence upon God comes
with equal force to all who would have the privilege of friendship
with God. After delaying full obedience to the call until his father
Terah died, Abram went out, not knowing whither he went. In the
path of obedience trials are sure to abound and if, in a day of famine,
the friend of God went down into Egypt to sojourn there, how care-
ful we should be to keep ourselves unspotted from the world and to
maintain complete separation from Egypt and its ways. The solemn
lesson of “Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap” is seen
in Abram’s going down to Egypt. There Hagar was obtained as an
handmaid to Sarai and the results of his sojourn in Egypt can be traced
in Tsrael. There too it is not unlikely that Lot’s desire for the well-
watered Sodom was first formed for Sodom was like the land of
Egypt (Gen. 13:10). These are heart searching lessons teaching us
that in any going down into Egypt we ourselves may be restored but
others may be influenced by us for evil and may never be recovered,
—“none of us liveth to himself” (Rom. 14:7).

Is it not also solemn to read of Abram’s recovery in Gen:. 13:1-4?
Here we have the first mention of riches in the Bible and it is con-
nected with the Friend of God coming out of Egypt, rich in cattle in
silver and in gold. But much precious time was lost and he must
return to the place where his tent was at the beginning. Many are
occupied with obtaining the cattle, silver and gold of Egypt still, and
precious time for laying up treasures in Heaven is being lost. How
fully Abram afterward pleased the Lord is a valuable study by all
those who desire to be Friends of God.

The Friend of the World . . . James 4:14

The friend of the world cannot be the friend of God but rather
is the enemy of God. Such a friendship will bring disaster upon the
child of God. The path of absolute separation from any unequal yoke
with the world is the only path of blessing. In 2 Cor. 6:14-18 there
is a plain warning against five distinct unequal yokes, in the five
questions asked. A different word for fellowship is used. ‘““What fellow-
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?”” The word righteousness
suggests commerce. Many who fear the religious and social yoke with
sinners seem to have no exercise concerning the launching of business
propositions involving one purse with the unsaved. The political, social,
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marriage and religious yokes also suggested in this portion, cannot be
contnued in long without loss both in this life and in the new life
to come. The call today is “Come out from among them and be ye
separate,” may the answer be “Let us go forth therefore unto Him
without the camp” (Heb. 13:13).

Unsaved Friends . .. Mark 5:19

All of us have unsaved friends, our kinsfolk and acquaintances.
What should our attitude be to them? It is the midnight hour and
many can say “a friend of mine is out of the way” and lost in sin.
We can shew our frends what great things God hath done for us by
our lives, and we can tell the same friends the gospel with our lips.
It is also our privilege to pray for our friends as did Job and be
exercised as was Paul (Rom. 9:1-3). Paul had kinsmen who were in
Christ before him (Rom. 16:7). How we value friends who were in
Christ before us and lived, prayed, and worked for our conversion.
May we in turn be exercised for others. Cornelius arranged for his
friends and kinsmen to hear words whereby they might be saved
(Acts 10:24, and what results in conversions followed! May the
question of Queen Esther burn its way into our souls ‘How can I
endure to see the destruction of my kindred”?

THE ASSEMBLY AND THE WORLD

The Assembly must be in the world; but the world should not
be in the Assembly. A ship fs in the sea, but if the sea gets into the
ship it becomes water-logged, and if this advances beyond a certain
point ‘the ship will founder. The Assembly is in the world in order
that it may be a blessing to the world, but its ability to be a blessing
is in proportion to its unworldliness.

A prelate of high rank was showing a visitor over St. Peters in
Rome. As they beheld the glittering ornaments, gold, silver, precious
stones, etc., the prelate said, “You see, we cannot say with St. Peter,
“Silver and gold have I none.’” “Neither can you say with St. Peter,
‘In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk,’” was the
unexpected response.

How true it is that worldliness and spiritual power cannot go
together. Oh! for an unworldly spiirt in every Christian and in every
Assembly.

If we have not the spirit of supplication and thanksgiving let us
begin with the spirit of confession.
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THE LORD IS MY STAY

This is a designation of our Lord which should give us great peace.
We love to view Him as our Shepherd, Redeemer, Mediator, etc., but
to know Him as our STAY, reveals a side of His character which is
very precious, especially to those who realize their extreme weakness
and are pressed by overwhelming odds against them. Thus it was
with David as Psalm 18:18 indicates. Note the circumstances in
which this Psalm was written. It was in the day that the Lord de-
livered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of
King Saul and he said, “I will love the Lord my Strength. The Lord
is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; my God, my Strength,
in Whom I will trust.” Here he has a strength outside of himself that
has made him more than conqueror and His strength was his STAY.
Thus he bursts forth in a tribute of praise as he realizes the greatness
of His deliverer using twelve different Names or Titles to ascribe the
All-sufficiency of His Lord as a Stay. One has written of this Psalm,
“The poetry is very fine, the images bold, the expressions lofty and
every word significant, but the piety far exceeds the poetry.”

The key verses, I think, of Psalm 18 are the sixteenth to the
twentieth. “He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of
many waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from
them which hate me: for they were too strong for me. They prevented
me in the day of my calamity: but the Lord was my STAY. He
brought me forth also into a large place, He delivered me, because
He delighted fin me”. We too can say the same words, for He sent
His beloved Son from above. He took me, He drew me out of many
waters, i.e., Judgment, as typified by the Red Sea; Death, as typified
by the river Jordan; the ungodly, as represented in Rev. 17:15; and
from Tribulation, see Isaiah 43:2. We have been delivered from
our strong enemy, Satan. And from them that hate us — The World.
John 15:19. The three-fold enemy, the World, the flesh and the
Devil are too strong for us, they seek to hinder and overwhelm us, but
we are delivered for the Lord is our STAY,

WHAT IS A STAY? A stay is a means of support, a buttress,
a means of strength. A stay resists and overcomes the pressure that
causes strains and stresses in a structure, which #t is too weak in itself
to withstand. A steam boiler needs the angle and gusset stays to pre-
vent the ends from bulging under heavy pressure.

A Stay in any place is to prevent collapse. We never discover
the value and strength of a Stay till mighty forces are pressed against
it. And when we see the weak structure to which it is attached re-
maining srong and immoveable then we realize how indispensable the
Stay is. What the Stay is to a structure so our God is to His people.
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‘We could not overcome the evil and powerful forces opposing us but
for our Stay who is greater in us than he which is in the world. Our
Stay is so irresistible, so strong, that we though weak are rendered
steadfast and unmoveable always abounding in the work of the Lord.

Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blest;
Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest.
Hidden in the hollow of His blessed hand,
Never foe can follow, never traiter stand;

Not a surge of worry, not a shade of care,

Not a blast of hurry moves the spirit there.

The apostle Paul experienced the Lord was his Stay in a full measure
so that he could gladly glory in his infirmities that the power of Christ
might rest upon him. He could say “When I am weak, then am I
strong,” realizing the blessedness of the Lord’s statement so beautifully
transtated by Knox, “My grace is enough for thee; my strength finds
its full scope in thy weakness.” Isn’t that what the Stay does? Paul
writes to the Philippians on the same line, Weymouth’s translation,
“I have strength for anything through the help of Him who gives me
power” (Phil. 4:13).

We bless and praise the Lord who is as our Stay. “He stayeth
His rough wind in the day of the east wind” (Isa. 28:8). If the
east wind is all that we can bear then He in His grace will not permit
another to overwhelm us or as 1 Cor. 10:13 puts it, “God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye may be
able to bear it.”” When there are opposing elements troubling us like
the the stormy sea then He says, “Hitherto shalt thou come and no
further; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed (Job 38:11). Again
“Thou wilt keep hirm in perfect peace whose mind is STAYED on
thee (Isa. 26:3).

“Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice
of His servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light, let him
trust in the Name of the Lord, and STAY upon his God” (Isa. 50:19).
A STAY is intended 'to be a permanent and indispensable attachment.
If we really know His name we shall know he is the ALL-SUFFI-
CIENT ONE, the El-Shaddai, and we shall realize that “God is able
to make all grace abound toward us; that we always having all-
sufficiency in all things may abound to every good work™ (2 Cer. 9:8).
Thus we shall never want to be detached from Him, knowing that
like the STAY He will keep us strengthened, stablished, and secure.

“As He is so are we in this world”. As He is a STAY so may
we be in some measure. Thus we read that Aaron and Hur STAYED
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up the hands of Moses, so that the people of God might prevail over
their enemy. We also may stay up the hands of intercession on behalf
of those fighting in the front line in foreign lands so that victory may
be assured.

Christians who live separated godly lives and are sound in doc-
trine, continuing steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread and in prayers, become a Stay to those who
are in danger of being blown about by every wind of doctrine.

The Assembly should have the character of a STAY, (1 Tim.
3:14-15). “These things write I unto thee hoping to come unto thee
shortly; but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men ought to
behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and Stay of the truth (R.V.). The Assembly
should be firm and steadfast in loyalty to the Lord and to His Word,
not yielding to anything that would mean a departure from the
Scriptural principles of gathering to His Name.

LET US LEARN OF HIM, AND THEN USE WHAT WE HAVE

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled;
and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus”
(Acts 4:12). The well known evangelist, Dwight L. Moody, had
only a meagre education and his English was not always the best.
One night he addressed a large group of ‘Oxford University students.
At the close one young man approached him and said haughtily;
“Sir, you have no business to be speaking in this auditorium, you
made a dozen errors in English tonight.” Mr. Moody looked at the
young man with a steady eye and replied: “Young men, I am using
all the English I know to the glory of God. Are you doing the same?”

SUFFERING FOR CHRIST'S SAKE

Long ago, when threatened with dire punishments, Chrysostom
made the following noble reply:

Should the Empress determine to banish me, let her banish me:
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” If she will cast
me into the sea, let her cast me into the sea; I will remember Jonah.
If she will throw me into a burning fiery furnace, the three children
were there before me. If she will cast me to the wild beasts, I will
remember that Daniel was in the den of lions. If she will condemn
me to be stoned, I shall be an associate of Stephen, the proto-martyr.
If she will have me beheaded, the Baptist submitted to the same pun-
ishment. If she will take away my substance, “Naked came I out of
my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return” (Job 1:21).
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YOU MAY HAVE HIS JUDGMENT

Mervyn Paul

Now my young friends, I hope you will forgive me for writing
on a theme that will have a much wider field in view than your inter-
ests, alone. For it is intended to be suggestive all the way from writing
exam papers to the many kinds of daily problems not specifically
dealt with in the Word, whether of young people, or of older folk.
Nevertheless, the initial prompting for these lines came from a ’teen
ager’s letter received some time ago. And there are also some present
reasons. Hence T am hopeful that you will be sufficiently interested
to keep on reading.

In Job 35:14 we read concerning the invisible God: “ . . . Judg-
ment (the giving of decisions, or verdicts) is before Him; therefore
trust thou in Him” . . . Isa. 26:8. And in that previous text, Psa.
25:9, we are promised, “the meek will He guide in judgment . . .”

Unfortunately most Christians think that this verse means that
God will guide their judgment, just as they suppose that Jas. 1:5 is
a promisc to supply plenty of human wisdom to cnable them to get
by . . . forgetful that “the wisdom which is from above” (3:17) is
heavenly in character and content.

Oh no, Beloved! Rather is it that God’s decisions and His vastly
superior wisdom are T'O REPLACE our own sin-blighted judgment
and wisdom. See David’s prayer for Solomon (Psa. 72:1). Tf only
we can get this truth firmly settled in our minds it will reveal to us
blessed possibilities open, only, to the twice-born (Psa. 119:175),

Save as it is based on the Word, our judgment, at the best, always
is faulty. Always there are too many factors which are hidden to our
minds. Even when all details are known, we can do no more than
estimate what the results will be from any action we may take. Hence
not only are we prone to making mistakes in judgment, but our errors
sometimes turn out to be major blunders. Thus it has been in my
own story, at any rate.

This human weakness is recognized in the world of responsible
business men, also. If it were not so, why does a large fraternal
organization continue to ask in its ads., “Do You Laugh Your Great-
est Powers Away?” followed by advice to join them and learn how
to heed and harness our hunches? Books are being written (and
hungrily devoured by some Christians) dealing with the sub-conscious
mind, giving advice on how to use its experience-impression contents
in solving our problems.

Now I do not write to challenge these teachings, simply because
there is a basic element of truth in such metaphysical techniques. But,
having some knowledge of these matters, I do desire to “cry aloud”
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that for the child of the Living God there is “a more excellent way”.
“Judgment — infallible judgment — is before Him; therefore trust
thou in Him”. Unhappily, all too few of His people know how to
avail themselves of this better way.

Without launching into a discussion of the sub-conscious mind
(which I nearly did!) let me stress that Man never will discover any
personality deeps for which God’s Word has not made allowance. In
Psalm 119:11 the writer says, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against Thee.” In these simple terms he suggests
all the essential features of mental storage, and recall, that any ordin-
ary Christian ever can use to advantage. These are:

—He has a “heart” . .. the core of his being.

—It is capable of the storage of impressions.

-—He can store it with God’s Word . . . His “sayings”.
—These can be recalled to guide and guard His daily life.

Now please do not dismiss these reflections as being common-
place. For if you have not learned how to gain the judgment of your
God concerning your personal problems it is clear that you have not
yet realized the very great importance of the storage space your mind
possesses — apart altogether from a good memory, or a bad one.
But when you remember that it is in the realm of the mind that the
Holy Spirit operates, chiefly, you should see that there may be possi-
bilities here which have been overlooked.

In order that the mind-storehouse may become fruitful in the
solving of our problems, let me note 4 requirements:

1. A Christian has no greater need (Job 23:12) than that his
mind should be “filled to the brim” with the living Word of His God.
For only to the extent that it is so filled will the holy Spirit be able
to teach, or to lead him as He would desire. Compare John 14:26,
16:13. Since He is sovereign, we dare not say He cannot use other
means, if He should choose tc do so. But I am inclined to think that
if we had our sub-conscious minds sufficiently charged with Bible
principles, teachings and promises it would be rare that He should
use other means. But if He cannot lead us by His Word, may it not
be because we “know” so little of it?

2. However, He surely will make use of any little we may have
hidden in our hearts. Therefore the second factor will be to do as
did Hezekiah — “spread before the Lord” the details of the problem,
2 Kings 19:14-19.

To do this, since our conscious minds are so faulty, I find it good
to write down on paper an outline of the problem (including those
of my correspondents). Only in this way am I able to get a clear



TRUTH and TIDINGS 177

picture before my mind of the matters for which I seek the judgment
(decisions, or verdicts) of the Lord.

—At the top of your paper write the problem.
—Below this, outline the details of it.
—At the bottom, note any Scriptures that have come before you.

A. This done, go to your knees and tell it all out before the Lord
in prayer. Banish, completely, any ideas you may have as to what
His answer will be! Hezekiah’s answer came through a prophet. But
we have the completed canon of Scripture, and the Holy Spirit to
teach us all things, AND TO BRING TO OUR REMEMBRANCE
His Word out of the storage of our hearts, or to call our attention
to something as we shall be reading the Bible.

Sometimes the verdict of His Word comes to us while we quiet
ourselves before the Lord. At others, we may have to wait a while —
nothing in storage — Like Elijah’s servant, we may need to “go again
seven times.” But in recent years it has been rare that He has kept
me tarrying for long. (cf. the principle: Heb. 2:3). i

4. Finally, “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” John 2:5.
Do not allow yourself to bring the conusel of His Word before the
bar of your own judgment! But if you are in any doubt about it, you
are warranted to seek from Himself the “two or three witnesses” from
His Word (2 Cor. 13:1b).

And so, once more, I am urging you dear young people TO FILL
YOUR MINDS WITH THE WORD so that the Holy Spirit will
have material on which to work. The sheep are to follow their Shep-
herd by hearing His voice . . . through the application of His Word
to them by the Holy Spirit. And surely to follow Him in everyday
affairs for which their may be no specific directions in the Bible, is
quite as necessary as for acts of obedience laid down therein. The
leading of the Spirit cannot be supposed to by-pass this large area of
our lives. But “the proof of the pudding is in the eating of it.” If
you really would rather have the judgment of the Lord than your
own, then may I ask that before you drop these suggestions you give
them a serious trial?

However, should you feel you must square His decisions, His
verdicts, with your own “common sense”, or if you expect to measure
the benefits obtained by the world’s standards, there will be little
use in your seeking His counsel. Isa. 55:8-9, and Rom. 8:13-14, make
it very clear that such a system won’t work.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

Since August 1948 we have sought monthly to give brief notes
on the hymns and their writers, found in “The Believers’ Hymn Book™.
Some of the hymns in the book are of unknown authorship. In some
cases, the author’s name are known, but little of importance is known
about them. We have given, from information to hand, what we
thought to be profitable and interesting. We have been encouraged
to continue with these “Notes” by letters received from time to time
from the readers of these volumes. So, with this issue, we begin with
hymns and their writers found in “The ‘Gospel Hymn Book” (published
in Vancouver, B.C.), a book with which most of our readers are
familiar.

“Almost persuaded” now to believe,
“Almost persuaded” Christ to receive,
Seems now some soul to say? —

Go, Spirit, go Thy way,

Some more convenient day

On Thee 1’1l call.

The name of P. P. Bliss is found frequently in almost every
gospel hymn book. The author of this hymn of solemn warning and
entreaty, was born at Rome, Penna., July 9, 1838. He was named
Phillip Bliss, and from this unusual spelling he changed it to Philip
P. Bliss. Mr. Bliss was among the first to write what might be termed
evangelistic gospel hymns; departing from the more formal style of
hymn then in use. The precedent which he set was soon followed
by many other writers, giving us an excellent collection and variety of
hymns suitable for gospel meetings. Bliss was saved at the age of
twelve, and baptized ‘at Cherry Flats, Penna. At the age of twenty-
six he went to Chicago, and ten years later became associated with
D. L. Moody. This happy and fruitful yoke in the work of the gospel
lasted little over two years. Mr. Bliss met a tragic death in a railroad
accident at Ashtabula, Ohio, Dec. 28, 1876, at the age of 38 years.

The words of the above hymn were “born” after Mr. Bliss had
listened to an address by a preacher named Brundage. In closing his
address, Mr. Brundage, having in mind the words of King Agrippa
to the apostle Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,”
(Acts 26:28) said, “He who is almost persuaded is almost saved, but
to be almost saved is to be entirely lost.”” Mr. Bliss was very much
impressed with that statement, and immediately began to work on
the words of this hymn, which has proved to be one of his best short
hymns, and perhaps the most solemn of his many gospel hymns.
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VANCOUVER, BRC.—G. G. Johnston had profitable ministry meet-
ings in various halls after a visit to Westbank. He expects to return
shortly making some visits on the way.

CALGARY, ALTA.—Brother McCullough writes of appreciated visits
by ‘C. Patrizio and G. G. Johnston. The latter had two weeks on the
Tabernacle.

ARBORFIELD, SASK.—J. Gray had helpful visits here and in Tay-
lorside, one professed. At Belmont one professed during a visit by
R. Boyle, J. Ronald and A. Wilson had some interest in Togo.

DESERONTO, ONT.—G. P. Taylor is keeping fairly well again. He
bad a good Lord’s Day at Peterborough.

HENDERSON, ONT.—R. Harris and T. Kember had a tent pitched
some miles from here at Harlow, and have ‘had encouragement and bless- -
ing in the Gospel. They expected to have a baptism on Sept. 9.

MANITOULIN ISLAND.—F. Pearcey and R, Booth saw some bless-
ing in the Gospel. They hoped to return for further meetings in Mani-
towaning,

OTTAWA, ONT.—Brother C. Fleming of North Ireland, with his
family, has located in Kemptville, Ont., near Ottawa.

VALLEYFIELD, QUE.—About 50 gathered for the baptism of a
young French couple in the iSt. Lawrence river and heard the Word.
A. Grainger goes on with cottage meetings.

GIRARDVILLE, QUE.—The conference was well attended and en-
couraging. N. Gratton had meetings, also in the new mining town of
Sheboogamo.

BEDEQUE, P.E.I.—Several professed in tent work by A. Ramsay
and R. Mcllwaine.

PENNIAC, N.B.—George Heidman and Wallace Cudmore are having
a good interest in Gospel meetings.
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HOW THOU OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE THYSELF
A. W. Joyce

The Apostle Paul wanted Timothy to be intelligent in regard to
behaviour in the Assembly, and then to instruct others by his teaching
and example. He wrote therefore, “But if I tarry long, that thou may-
est know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The Revised Version changes the reading to
“How men ought to behave themselves.”

The Christian’s BEHAVIOUR in the Assembly, in the home, in
the world and in private is of the greatest importance. The behaviour
will determine if one is a help or a hindrance in the Assembly, whether
one is leading the family to Heaven or to Hell, or, if the children are
all saved, whether one is leading them in the right ways of the Lord
or in the ways of the world. The behaviour will decide whether one .
is a testimony or a stumblingblock before the ungodly, and whether
we shall gain or lose an eternal reward. Thus our behaviour will
affect others for all time, and ourselves for all eternity.

Before looking at good behaviour, let us notice things we ought
to avoid.

Unseemly Behaviour

In 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, the apostle wrote “Love suffereth long,
and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, doth not behave itself UNSEEMLY , seeketh not her own.”

The Corinthians certainly needed this word for they had been
behaving themselves very unseemly. How unseemly was their indif-
ference to moral evil in God’s Assecmbly. How unseemly were their
actions in going to law with their brethren. How unseemly their turn-
ing from the Lord Who had bought them with His precious hlood, and
from Paul, their spiritual father, to following men and splitting up
into parties. How unseemly had been the behaviour of the women in
cutting their hair (1 Cor. 11:6) and in failing to cover their heads
in the Assembly thus manifesting their insubjection. “Doth not even
nature itself teach you?” asked the Apostle.

Let us who are brethren ask ourselves, “Is my behaviour un-
seemly?” Let those who are sisters ask themselves, “Is my behaviour
in keeping with my profession of subjection to Christ as Lord?”

Disorderly Behaviour

“Now we command you, brethren, in the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ve withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of
us” (2 Thes. 3:6). The Thessalonian Assembly was a good one, but
there were some whose disorderly behaviour gave the apostle much
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concern. They were neglecting their daily occupations and were not
walking honestly before them that were without (1 Thes. 4:12).
Obedience to the “tradition” or teaching of the apostle would have
corrected this abuse. Subjection in the world to-day is almost a thing
of the past and lawlessness is rampant. The spirit of insubjection is
creeping in, and in some cases is flooding in, to the Assemblies of God,
- — insubjection to the Word of God and to godly oversight and rule.
May it never be recorded in Heaven against us, “He, or she, behaved
disorderly.” And may we not be found in friendly company with those
from whom the Word enjoins us to “withdraw” ourselves.

Inconsistent Behaviour

Sometimes a child of God gets away from God and acts in a way
wholly inconsistent with the usual tenor of his life. An example of this
is seen in the life of David. David was “a man after God’s own heart,”
but the best of men when away {rom God can contradict their usual
bchaviour. Moses, ‘the meekest man in all the earth lost his temper.
David was a courageous man, a noble man, a kingly man. In a dark
day in his life, through discouragement, “David arose and fled that
day for fear of Saul and went to Achish the King of Gath” (1 Samuel
21). The women of Israel. in their unwise comparison in their song
of triumph, ‘Saul hath slain his thousands and David his ten thou-
sands”, had already brought David’s life into jeopardy by Saul’s envy.
Again, this ill-advised song arises to threaten the life of David and he
was “‘sore afraid”. David “changed his behaviour before them and
feigned himself mad, . . . scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let
his spittle fall down upon his beard.” What caused such behaviour,
so out of keeping with all of David’s past life? It was “the fear of man
that bringeth a snare.” What a downfall for the man wha had often
caused the Philistines to tremble. now plaving the madman and the
fool! Let us not be too hasty to condemn. All that is necessary to
make any of us behave inconsistently is just to get awav from God.
Well might we cry, “Preserve me, O God!” The real David is seen
in his restoration in the touching language of Psalm 34, which was
written in connection with this sad incident in the life of a noble man.
“Ths poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out
of all his troubles.” He attributes his deliverance to God’s care and
not to his own craft, to the protection of the angel of the Lord and
not to his clever plot. The Psalm ends with, “none of them that trust
in Him shall be desolate.”

Consistent Behaviour

In contrast to what has gone before, the Word of God would teach
consistent behaviour in the Assembly of God, in keeping with the
holy character of the Lord Who is in the midst. Our behaviour should
be reverent. Lightness, lateness, frivolity and insubjection to the Word
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are, of course, entirely inconsistent with the House of God. . . . the
Church of the living God. It has often been remarked that in some
of the denominations of men there is a reverence, (even though it
may be outward and formal), which is, alas, often lacking in assem-
blies of God. These things ought not so to be. If at all possible, we
should be in our places on time at assembly meetings. We should take
our places quietly. We should avoid looking and staring about at every
new entrant into the building, especially when gathered to remember
the Lord’s death.

Two exhortations in 1 Cor. 14 should be heeded.

{1) “Let all things be done unto edifying” (verse 26).

(2) “Let all things be done decently and in order” (verse 40).

If our behaviour during the seven days of the week is in keeping
with the House of God, we will be a holy and a humble people, and
thus exemplify in our lives some of the features of our Lord Jesus
Christ, unto Whom we are gathered.

Having briefly noted some things in regard to the Assembly, let
us notice now behaviour in the HOME.

Wise Behaviour

“I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt Thou
come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I
will set no wicked thing before mine eyes” (Psalm 101:2-3). If we
have before noticed David away from God, certainly we have David
here when he is right with God. David desired to display wisdom and
perfection as he walked in his own house; a high standard indeed!

What wisdom from God is required in the Christian home in our
day! Wisdom to train and guide youthful minds, wisdom to keep from
the children the things which are harmiul, and wisdom to use the rod
of correction when necessary. In the world and in the school, all too
soon, the child will hear and see things which are defiling. He will
learn to his surprise that some of his teachers will make light of, or
even scoff at, Bible truths which he had been taught at home to be-
lieve and reverence. Wise behaviour of exercised parents will go a long
way towards overcoming the evil influences by which he is surrounded.

‘The other word David used is “perfect”. When this word is
applied to the child of God, whether in the Qld Testament or in the
New, the thought is not of absolute perfection or sinlessness. This is
seen in the absolute sense in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
in no other. The word perfect in the New Testament usually sig-
nifies full growth or maturity in godliness. In the Old Testament it
suggests integrity, truth, uprightness. David desired that he might walk
in his house so as to show these virtues, and so should we. How
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quickly the sharp eyes of even little children can detect insincerity.
Could we say like David, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes?”
Could we truthfully say this if, for instance, in our homes we set a
television before them?

Humble and Submissive Behaviour

In Psalm 131, we have David in the presence of the Lord. “Lord,
my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty . . . Surely I have be-
haved and quietened myself as a child that is weaned of his mother.”
David had learned to accept disappointment and to humble and sub-
mit himself to the will of God. Surely this is Christ-like behaviour.
He said, “Take my yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek
and lowly in heart.” This is becoming behaviour indeed in the presence

of God.

GRACE TO SAY NOTHING

Generally speaking, it requires more grace to hold one’s tongue
than to speak. In the assembly there are times when the silence of
worship is broken by the brother who cannot wait on God, and
it is evident to all except himself that it is only his flesh that must be
active and not the leading of the Spirit. We heard it once said to
a brother — “What you need is grace to say nothing.”

In every-day work also, how manyv of the Lord’s people get into
trouble with their tongues. Some unconverted fellow-workman gives
a cut of some kind, perhaps it may be because you own the Name of
Christ, and in a moment you give him a little cut back again. Thus
strife begins and perhaps the testimony is lost. How simple every-
thing becomes when we bear these things patiently? If a fleshlv cut
rouses the flesh in us, it shows that we have not been keeping the
flesh in the place of death. It is truly a bad symptom when the flesh
in us responds readily to the flesh without. Let us mortifv the deeds
of the body, remembering the words of David, “I will keep my mouth
with a bridle, while the wicked is before me” (Psalm 39:1). We
shall also find need of the bridle when in the company of the people
of God, and thus we shall “sin not with our lips”.

* * * *

ErraTa—Printer’s errors require the following corrections. In the
first page of September, the thirteenth line, “traditional period” should
have read, “transitional period”. On page 165, the 28th line, for
“church” read “cherub”. '
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and give the interpretation thereof, or die. But this was a test too
great for magicians. This required the power of God. And Daniel and
his companions, who were in touch with the living God, once more
proved the benefit of knowing Him. Like all true men of God, they
resorted to prayer and supplication, and were heard. This miracle
saved their own lives and those of all the wise men of Babylon. Nor
did they take any of the honour for this, but attributed their wisdom
to the God whom they served.

The ldolatry of Babylon

The godly example of one person can greatly effect others. It
would seem that Daniel may have been away on some business in
connection with his position of state, when Nebuchadnezzar, in his
greed for the admiration of others, reared an enormous image of
himself and called upon all his subjects present to fall down and wor-
ship it. Without Daniel’s presence to inspire them, his three com-
panions stood firm and bowed not, though the burning, fiery furnace
was evidently within sight. Is our testimony such as would inspire
others with purpose to stand in opposition to the worship of Babylon
today? Man-made worship is on every hand of us today. Are we
going to take the course of least resistance, and go with the. current
of popular opinion, or will we dare to take the path we know is God’s
path for us?

The Prayers of Babylon

The pride of men has often worked their downfall, and that of
others with them. Darius, the Medes, now King of Babylon, made a
foolish decree, at the instigation of certain princes who were jealous
of the position occupied by Daniel, the Jew. The plotted decree
demanded that anv one who should ask a petition of any except the
king during thirty days, should be cast into the den of lions. Evidently
these beasts were kept for the destruction of such as displeased the
monarch, and had never been known to fail in accomplishing their
task.

With many then, as today, their rcligion was a matter of con-
venience, rather than of conviction, and flattery of those who ruled
was universal. Daniel was a praying man, and while he was undoubt-
edly faithful in his duties, as a servant, he refused to discontinue his
}Vlvéll-established habit of praying three times a day to the God of

eaven.

Evidently Daniel’s enemies lurked beneath the open window of
his home. As they expected, they found him praying, not to the king
with flattering words, as they would have done, but to the unseen,
living God. His accusation and trial were soon over, and he was
hurried to the den, to be devoured by the hungry beasts. = But, lo,
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the morning light finds Daniel in health, in spite of their hunger, for
his Ged (and ours) is the God who hears and answers prayer.

Have you never been intimidated by circumstances less exacting
than this into leaving off prayer, until some more convenient time
and place? “Them that honour Me I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30).
Not only was Daniel advanced in his employment because of his faith-
fulness to God, but, what was greater, the Lord revealed to him His
holy will, God’s prophetic outline of future events from that day until
the “cutting off of Messiah”; the uprising of the antichrist; his coven-
~ant with Israel (once again a nation and able to make a covenant) ;
his renunciation of that covenant in the midst of the week of years;
then the destruction of that false Christ and his abomination (idol)
upon the glorious appearing of God’s Christ to reign, were all revealed
to Daniel. All teachers of Bible prophecy have based their convictions
upon what is made known in the Book of Daniel. The clock of proph-
ecy was stopped with Israel’s rejection of their Messiah, but today
they once more are a nation, able to form a covenant, and the Church
is nearing completion. When the church is called from earth that
clock will start anew.

WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES

“We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord,” said the
Apostles. The world, as well as the saints, very soon see when one
is preaching himself. “Why,” they say, “that man talks mostly about
himself and what he has come through, and what he has done.” In
a word, he is preaching himself. A little experience by the way may
be very helpful, as most will readily admit, but it is Christ lifted up
that draws the people to Himself. What we should do is exalt Christ.
Let sinners be told what He has passed through, let Him be exalted
and extolled and be very high (Isa. 52:13), and we need not doubt
the Spirit will draw sinners to Christ.

We must not expect to get compliments for trying to live near to
God. 'We shall often be laughed at and looked upon with coldness,
but we must not be affected by that. We must remember that
Christ was hated in the world, and if we so live that we stir up no
opposition at all from the world, how can the Spirit of Christ be
in us?

* * * *

“A man need not be an architect to live in a house” so a man need
- not understand all the Bible to be saved.

* * * *

Pridceis a flower that grows in the devil’s garden.
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ISRAEL'S BENEDICTION
F. G. Watson

In Num. 6:22.27, we have what might be called Israel’s benedic-
tion. One cannot read it with out longing that it might be our own
happy experience, and that of the assembly of which we form a part,
to enjoy it.

This portion marks off the first six chapters of Numbers as a
definite section of the book. There are some portions that need to
be studied carefully sentence by sentence and word by word. There
are others that are better considered chapter by chapter. . . . And this
portion of Numbers seems to lend itself rather to the latter method.

In 1 Cor. 10:11 we learn that “All these things happened unto
them for ensamples; and they are written for our admonition”. So
we are right in seeking some spiritual lesson from every detail.

The camp of Israel is a beautiful picture of a scripturally gathered
Assembly of the present dispensation. In these six chapters we get six
things that, if attended to, will bring us into a condition so that the
blessings of the last few verses of Chapter 6 may be our happy portion.

God has Redeemed Israel that they might be a peculiar people
unto Himself. He kept them at Sinai from the third month of their
history as His people, till the end of that year learning His way for
them and in that time God gave them particular instruction, as to
everything. On the first day of the second year they reared up the
tabernacle made after God’s instructions, and all was ready for the
worship to start after God’s order. Then the book of Leviticus comes
in between the rearing of the tabernacle and the order of the camp
and in it God gave them instruction as to the order of their service.
In Numbers all is ready for the worship to start.

The first thing they had-to do was to declare their pedigree, verse
18, that is they had to prove that they really belonged to Israel. So
the first thing necessary before one can be received into a scripturally
gathered assembly is they should be able to tell how, when and where
they were saved, that is, “to give a reason of the hope that is in them.”
Some may not be too clear because of lack of teaching and others who
can talk freely may be able to give a good story and yet not be really
saved, so this requires spiritual discernment on the part of elder breth-
ren. But those in responsibility should be satisfied that the applicant
for fellowship is really saved. We will never get to that degree of
spirituality that we will not make mistakes but it is better to err on
the side of grace than severity and God will give wisdom as needed
if we wait on Him.

In chapter two, each tribe in Israel was allotted a definite place
in the camp by God and each kept their place without any jealousy
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tenons or hands by which they were secured to the sockets. This would
speak of sinners laying hold by faith on the value of Christ’s death
for them and thus they are put on redemption ground. Then the
bars were put in place that bound them all together and thus they
had the beginning of new dwelling place for God.

The Gershonites then came along and put the various curtains on
the boards to protect them from the elements — rain, wind, the scorch-
ing rays of the sun, etc. This speaks of the work of the pastor that
is so necessary for the blessing and preservation of the young in Christ.
Alas how often this is neglected to the detriment of the work!

The Kohathites then came along bearing the furniture of the
sanctuary, 'the Ark, the Table of shewbread, the golden Altar, and the
Candlestick, placed them in order, and all was ready for the worship
of Jehovah again. This would tell us of the work of the teacher who
instructs the new born soul in the Godly order necessary for God’s
presence in the midst of His people.

In Chapter 5:1-3 we have the command to use discipline in the
camp, “in the Midst whereof T dwell”, and they are commanded to
put three different persons out of the camp because of their unfitness
for the holy presence of God. The leper would speak of moral evil
such as we read of in 1 Cor. 5. He that “hath and issue” would speak
of doctrinal evil such as we have in 1 Tim. 1:20, and defined for us
in 2 Tim. 2:17-18. One cannot hold evil doctrine without it issuing
from them. Lastly, we have “one defiled by the dead”. That would
speak of a case such as we have in Matt. 18:15-17. A small matter
that did not need to become serious but by adding stubbornness and
rebellion to the sin, it becomes serious, for “rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Sam.
15:23). These three unfit characters had to be put outside the camp
so that the conscious presence of God could be realized.

In Chapter 6, we have the Nazarite brought before us with all
the helpful teaching, reminding us that if we are going to continue to
be censcious of God’s presence in our midst as an assembly of God we
must maintain a distinct separation from the world in every form,
social, political, commercial, fraternal and RELIGIOUS, for God will
not identify Himself with evil or sin.

If we attend to these six things we can count on the blessings of
Chapter 6:22-27 being ours. ““‘And the Lord spake unto Moses say-
ing, “Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons saying, On this wise ye
shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, the Lord bless
thee, and keep thee; the Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee; and
give thee peace, and they shall put My Name upon the children of
Israel; and T will bless them. May this be our happy experience. '
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HOW A MURDERER WAS SAVED
L. E. McBain

During the summer of 1955, while Brother Norman Crawford
and I were conducting tent meetings in Fremont, Ohio, I accompanied
Mr. Harry Hyde, a Christian business man, on a visit to the county
jail which was his regular service each week. It was here I met
Samuel Tannyhill who was awaiting trial for the crime of murder.
He had been in trouble with the law since he was eleven years old
and now at twenty-six he was a murderer!

As he talked with us through the bars of his cell, T felt drawn
to him. He had been given a testament by my friend on a previous
occasion and he began to ask some very intelligent questions, revealing
the fact that he was searching the scriptures. As we left the jail I
remarked that I would not be surprised if he got saved, and this
came about a few months later,

After his trial and subsequent sentence to death in the electric
chair in the Ohio State Penitentiary, he was taken to that institution
and put in death row. After reaching that dismal cell, he found
Christ as his Saviour and a letter to some friends was published in
the Fremont paper as follows:

‘I prayed much, but my prayers never got out of my cell. I asked
for help but hung on to the world with both hands. For three days
there was no more miserable soul on earth than I was. I prayed and
cried and prayed again but only became the more miserable. On
November 4th, 19535, I made one more try to reach God, who could
give me peace of mind. I got on my knees and truly confessed every
sin I could think of and cast myself on God’s mercy and it was then
I fully understood the love of God in giving His Son for me. That
night I slept soundly for the first time in many days and next morn-
ing I testified to my fellow prisoners that Jesus had saved me. I
was overheard by a guard who told me that he was saved too, and
he encouraged me to continue testifying for Christ. I am in a cell in
death row, but I am more free here than I ever was in the streets.
I have no fear of death for it is but a step closer to Jesus.”

After his conversion, he wrote to his lawyer, who had been
appointed by the court, and told him he was saved and he did not
desire him to appeal his case for he was guilty and was resigned to
his fate. Three judges ruled that he could not dismiss his lawyer
because the court had appointed him. Extracts from two letters writ-
ten to his lawyer reveal some exercise and growth in grace. These also
appeared in the Fremont paper and are as follows:

“I trust this letter will serve notice to you and the court that of
this date your services as my attorney are no longer needed. My life
I give to God and by so doing I give up the world completely. All my
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life I have searched for but one thing, peace of mind. This I have
found in Christ Jesus. At long last, under the shadow of death, I
have found what I could not find in my twenty-six years in Satan’s
service. ‘God’s Holy Son has made an offer to all and I am happy
and thankful to say I am among such.

My Lord and Saviour tells me in His Word Blessed are the meek
for they shall inherit the earth. T can’t be among this number by fight-
ing for right or wrong in my case. God knows what happened and
he heard every word in the courtroom. I know if God wants me to
live He will put it on some one’s heart to open a way. My job is not
to ask man for help, or do what I think best. My work is very simple
and it is to trust God with all my heart and ask His will to be done.
From then on, He runs the show and you can be as sure as your law
books He will have His way. By reading God’s word, it is plain to
see that many men took something they couldn’t give back. Cain took
a life because of jealousy, Moses because of pity, David because of
lust, and Paul because of hatred. Did any of these people have a good
case to carry to court? I think not! T am no different than these men
in God’s sight and we must all come to Christ for forgiveness.”

A letter appeared in many American papers which Tannyhill
wrote to a former pal who also awaited execution in West Virginia,
in which he said, “I am one fellow who knows how vou feel, for I
too await my turn to die for the crime of murder, and am in cell
number three in Ohio State Prison in Colombus, Ohio. I see by
the newspaper that you were born in 1929 and so was I and since we
share the same fate I am wondering if you have found Jesus as your
Saviour? We have been bad men but now all we have is a number
and a date to die, but it isn’t how we started life or lived it that
counts, for the main thing is how are we ending it?”

At the time of writing, Samuel Tannyhill has been given a stay
of execution which was scheduled for August 4th, and it may please
God to permit him to live to be a testimony for Christ in the prison.
May all who visit prisons and hospitals and give out tracts be encour-
aged to keep at it for the scripture says “cast thy bread upon the
waters for thou shalt find it after many days” (Ecc. 11:1), and may
the unsaved reader rcalize that the grace of God is extended to all
sinners and that there is no difference in regard to man’s guilt before
God as well as no difference in the grace of God extended to all
men. Rom. 3:22, 23; Rom. 10:12, 13.

* * * *

We should beware of “little sins”, there is a Latin proverb which
says, “We perish by permitted things.”
* * * *

Who swims in sin shall sink in sorrow.
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tians like us?” Or, it may be, you might say, “If he finds it hard
there’s no use in my hoping to attain to it. I might just as well give
up‘Q’

Oh no. Beloved! Not one of us, young or old, ever must give up!
What I seek to “put over” in this article 1s that we have to keep on
fighting down ourselves, every day, every hour, in order to walk as
He walked — in our measure. And for this struggle we can be, must
be, effectively prepared by constant RENEWAL (2 Cor. 4:16) through
the Word. Many Christians do not even pretend to equip themselves
for the fray. Honour bright, now, is it not true our usual “prepara-
tion” consists of :—

—Hoping things may go better today than on bad days;
~—Praying that we shall not have trouble today;
-—Deciding to try to avoid all of it that we can?

Queer, isn’t it, that a hopeful optimism, plus a reliance on meet-
ing troubles, or temptations, as best we can whenever they may arise,
should be about all the preparation for conflict that most of us ever
think of having? This attitude seems somewhat similar to that of old-
time ‘Chinese soldiers who, we are told, sometimes marched to battle
praying loudly, but armed only, with fans!

—THE WORLD — with its allurements, its pleas to be one with
it; to live, dress, think, talk and act like its own;

—THE FLESH — with its self-will, pride, ambitions, resentments,
bad temper, fear of being considered different, or queer, its envyings,
jealousies, evil-speakings, slangy talk, desires to have more (covetous-
ness), spitefulness, sulky, irritable, or frivolous moods, its laziness or
bossy-ness, and readiness to nurse a grudge, or hurt feeling and self-
pity;

—THE DEVIL — so expert at making snares appear to be harm-
less little affairs, at framing excuses that really sound like valid reasons,
at lulling consciences troubled about sins; who never helps us to read
our Bibles, to pray, or to do good — but either will blister us for our
failures, or else urge their unimportance lest we should try to mend
our ways; who frightens us unreasonably when we even think of leav-
ing all the choices with the Lord; who so savours everything belong-
ing to sin-spoiled mankind (Matt. 16:23) that he does all he can to
keep our minds occupied with what PEOPLE are saying, or doing.
in order to shut out of our interest, so far as possible, the things of
God; and who so often visits us in the guise of an Angel bringing us
Light;

—These enemies we are likely to meet, in differing forms every
day we live! Then “how shall we do in the swelling of Jordan?” Note
1 Chron. 12:15.
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Let us be certain in our minds that not only shall we need to
pray for the faith which will produce a courage like that of David’s
men, but we need the whole armour of God, also. No doubt you have
listened to addresses on Eph. 6:10-18 — perhaps a number of times.
But tell me this: Did they do you any particular good? For example,
do you really believe the first eight words of verse 12? It tells us flatly
that it is not other people who cause us our troubles.

—What would you say to that?

I won’t try to discuss the protective armour, but let me make one
suggestion re the Sword of the Spirit — the Word of God. Tt is that
you TEACH YOURSELF to say over, and over, and over (until they
grip your being and quicken your spirit) such “quick and powerful”
words as the following:'

Luke 9:62: When you feel like quitting.

Matt. 11:26: When tempted to kick about your circumstances.

Philemon 25: When you are getting indignant, or angry.

Psa. 23:1: When you are worried. Also Psa. 138: 8a.

Psa. 56:3: When you are afraid. Also, Psa. 27:1.

Rom. 8:28: When you feel discouraged, or “let down”.

Phil. 4:13: When tempted to hide behind “T can’t.”

Lam. 3:26: When tired of waiting for God to act. Also Isa.
49:23h.

Heb. 13:5b: When feeling lonely.

Matt. 11:6: When He does not seem to heed your prayers.

These are but a few of _many short passages of Scripture — easily
memorized — which, if repeated over and over many times (a minor
form of Meditation) will be proved to be Weapons for Overcoming
charged with Holy Spirit power. They also supply strength in the
battles to REPLACE the very bad habit of giving in to “our nature”
(flesh) with the good habit of giving in to the Lord. Others are learn-
ing to make use of the energy-imparting Word . . . why not you?
-— But don’t waste time arguing about this suggestion. And don’t
just read these verses. Make a note of them on a blank page in your
Bible. Learn them by heart. Then you will have something stored
away upon which the Spirit can draw whenever you are assailed . . .
and give up — NEVER!

There is a Dutch proverb which says, “Money lost, nothing lost;
courage lost, much lost; honour lost, more lost; soul lost, all lost.”
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"HE GETS WELL PAID FOR IT"
A. T. Stewart

Such were the words of a scoffer at an open-air gospel meeting,
as an aged servant of Christ stood forth to proclaim the glorious gospel
without money and without price. The preacher upon hearing this
said to the crowd, “That’s right! I’ll get well paid for it now and also
at the judgment seat of Christ.” As God’s people we can take the
words of the scoffer and say of all our service, whether it be for saint
or sinner, “We will get well paid for it.”

When the gospel is proclaimed, publicly or from house to house,
apostolic fashion (Acts 20:20), we serve the Lord Christ. What a
dignity this puts upon our service! Then when sinners receive the
gospel and get saved we share His joy (Luke 15:6). On the other
hand, when they refuse the message, as many of them do, we are
still unto God a sweet savour of Christ (2 Cor. 2:15).

Carrying the thought of reward still further, we will get well paid
for any service we render to God’s people. The Good Samaritan as
he is called in Luke 10 promised the innkeeper he would repay him
when he returned for looking after the man that was wounded and
half-dead on the Jericho road.

The Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 1:1-5 exhorts the elders to feed the
flock of God and not to lord it over God’s heritage. What a work
this is! What wisdom, patience and grace is needed to shepherd and
strengthen and guard the flock and to seek out those who have strayed
away. A special reward awaits all such service. “And when the Chief
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away.” (1 Peter 5:4). This is something the preachers won’t get
and yet with some, preaching seems to be the sum total of all service,
judging by their desire to be at it. Timothy seems to have graduated
to be a shepherd, as the Apostle Paul speaks of him serving in the
gospel with him (Phil. 2:22).

Hospitality surely is a field for the sisters especially, as well as
the brethren. In Matthew 25:35 the Lord says, ‘I was a stranger and
ye took me in,” . . . ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Verse 40). This
refers no doubt to a coming day, when that godly remnant of Jews
will be persecuted under the Anti-Christ. Still the principle applies
today as well as that coming day. He will richly reward all who shew
kindness to His people.

In our suffering for Christ, we have the promise of a great re-
compense of reward (Hebrews 10:35). The Apostle sees the danger of
the Hebrew Christians casting away their confidence, after being perse-
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LEARNING THE TRUTH FROM GOD

There is a new generation arising and coming into prominence in
many assemblies of God’s people, who have come into the position
they occupy more by force of example than by conviction from the
personal examination of the Word. They have inherited rather than
“bought” the truth, which many of their fathers fought to win and

suffered to retain. The tendency is for such to hold what they do
with a feeble, half-hearted grasp, and in the hour of testing they let
it slip or forsake it.

Nothing is really a blessing or a power to the soul, save that which
is learned from God, and held in the firm conviction that it is God’s
truth, which can never be changed. Let it be our business to “search”
(John 5:39) and “examine” (Acts 17:11) the Word of God, and
thus learn the truth for ourselves. Then it will become a power in
the heart and an unction in the life and ministry. It will not be some-
thing to barter or trifle with, or to change with every passing wind
of doctrie. It will stand firm in the soul, and faith will ever hold it
fast in communion with its Divine Author.

“His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.”

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves
(P. P. Bliss, continued. Part 2)
“Free from the law, oh, happy condition!
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission,
Cursed by the law, and bruised by the Fall!
Christ hath redeemed us once for all.”

“What shall I give my husband for a Christmas present?” asked
Mrs. P. 'P. Bliss of a friend, just before the holiday season, in 1871.
At the suggestion of the friend, she presented her husband with a
bound volume of “Things New and Old” edited by C. H. Mackintosh.
From reading in this book an article on the believers’ deliverance by
the death of Christ from the curse of the law, and his own death with
Christ setting him entirely free from the Law’s domain, (Romans 7
and 8, and Hebrews 10), Bliss saw the blessedness of the Christian’s
position in relation to God. To give expression to the joy of his heart
at this deliverance, he sat down and wrote this hymn,

Another popular gospel hymn from this writer’s abundantly pro-
ductive pen is —

“*Tis the promise of God
Full salvation to give,
Unto all who on Jesus,
His Son, will believe.”
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In compiling his beok, Gospel Songs”, in 1874, Mr. Bliss desired
io publish in it the well known hymn, “Hallelujah! Thine the glory”,
because of its popularity at that time. He was refused this permission
by the owners of the copyright, and so to supply the want, he wrote —

“Hallelujah! ’tis done,” etc.

both the words and the tune. Hundreds of souls have been led to
Christ through the singing of this hymn; we could relate some whom
we have seen and known. So the church has reason to rejoice over
that vefusal.

“Whosoever heareth! shout, shout the sound!
Send the blessed tidings all the world around!
Spread the joyful news wherever man is found:

Whosoever will may come.”

During the winter of 1869-70 Henry Moorehouse, a young man
from England, known as ‘The Boy Preacher”, offered to preach for
D. L. ‘Moody in his Hall in Chicago. Mr. Moody, although by no
means anxious that he should do so, thinking him toc young for
preaching, finally consented. The recult was that the place became
packed with people for seven nights in succession, so great was the
attractiveness of Moorehouse’s preaching. On each of the seven nights
he took the same text, John 3:16, and preached on the same subject,
the love of God for the sinner. Moody said that these addresses
altered in many respects his own style of preaching, and they also
deeply impressed P. P. Bliss who was present. As an outcome of
what he had heard from Moorehouse from that verse, he wrote—
‘Whosoever will may come.” And whenever Bliss sang this hymn, he
always put the emphasis on the word “WHOSOEVER?”.

“Repeat the story o’er and o’er,
Of grace so full and free;
I love to hear it more and more,
Since grace has rescued me.”

The words of this hymn were suggested to Mr. Bliss when read-
ing notes of his friend and sometime fellow-labourer in the gospel,
James Brookes of St. Louis. Mr. Brookes had written on the visit
of the queen of Sheba to king Solomon, and remarked on her words,
“Behold the half was not told me!” Mr. Bliss then wrote the hymn,
the chorus of which runs,

“The half was never told,
Of grace divine, so wonderful,” etc
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Note: It is a pleasure to receive helpful and edifying questions,
and we welcome all such, whether they be for the unfolding of some
portion of the Scriptures, or relative to some assembly problem. Fool-
ish and unedifying questions are a waste of time and postage stamps.
For over eight years we have endeavoured to answer every question
received, either through these columns, or else to the questioner direct
by mail. Send all questions to Hector Alves, and please include name
and address.

Question. What ought the assembly to do with a young sister who
is in fellowship, who marries an unsaved man when she is well aware
that he is not a child of God? Ought any action to be taken? Don’t
you think the brethren should read her out of the assembly?

Answer. Yes, some action ought to be taken, but there is no scrip-
tural authority for excommunicating such a person. The first action
is for a spiritual and well taught brother to bring before this sister
who is contemplating such a marriage, the wrong of keeping company
with an unsaved man, and the unscripturalness of the unequal voke.
This is plainly taught in 2 Cor. 6:14 to 7:1. as well as in other por-
tions of the New Testament. Also, the matter ought to call for the
prayers of all in the assembly, to the end that the sister in question
might see the error of her ways, and break off keeping company with
the unsaved man. If the course is still persisted in, and the sister
shows no inclination of submitting to the Word of God, then she ought
to be warned of the consequences. The disciplinary action to be taken
iIs to be of an internal nature, but not excommunication from the
assembly. If this sister has been teaching a class of children in the
Sunday School, that should be taken from her, as she is not fit for
this service. Those who have been showing real fellowship with her
ought in turn to show reserve, thus manifesting their disapproval of
her ways. The exhortation is, “that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother (this includes sisters as well) that walketh disorderly” (2
Thess. 3:6). that the erring one may feel and realize their wrong
doing, and that thev “may be ashamed” (verse 14), also that others
may fear (1 Tim. 5:20). When the marriage has taken place, the
sister is then in God’s hands. As a Father He may chastise His erring
child; and He mav alro come in, overrule in grace, and save the
unsaved husband. But the erring sister is zure to suffer loss, both now,
and at the Judgment Seat of Christ. We have known of excom-
munication being carried out in such cases, but that is without scrip-
tural authority. Such extreme action usually results in the erring
saint being driven away altogether and for all time, and produces
discord in the assembly.—H.A.



u B%DDECK, N.S.—A. Aiken helped by B. Carmichael are preaching the
108pel.

WEST DALHOUSIE, N.S.—J. McCracken and D. Petherick are try-
ing to get an opening for meetings here. Mrs. J. McCracken who has
been laid aside for a long time is improving in health.

NEWFOUNDLAND—In the boat which Herb Harris obtained for
this purpose, the first trip has been made over the north shore of New-
foundland and the coast of Labrador. About 1,000 miles of coastline was
covered and at least two meetings were held daily at each of the fishing
villages which were visited and as high as four meetings in the day.
Some definite blessing was seen in the Gospel and the brethren feit that
the work was well worth while. Accompanying Helb Harris for the
greater part of the time were Douglas Howard, Bert Joyce and George
Campbell. Don Moffat, who was with them at ‘the early part of the
trip, took sick and had to return.

U.S.A. .

FREMONT, OHIO—Continuing the work in this distriet, N. Crawford
and J. Lipke had a tent pitched 3 miles from Bellevue. They were much
encouraged by a good number professing to be saved.

SEATTLE, WASH.—W. Warke had a most profitable week of min-
istry here after preaching the Gospel near Bellingham, ‘G. G. Johnston
and J. Frith were expected for a visit after the Arlington conference.

HITESVILLE, IOWA.—O. Smith and Harold Paisley of N. Ireland
have been having large meetings with some blessing in the Gospel.
Brother Paisley expects to start meetings in Pape Ave, Toronto, on
Sept. 23rd with A, W. Joyce.

ARLINGTON, WASH.—“The conference was one of the largest and
best for some years. e enjoyed having ‘H. Paisley with us a week
before the conference. A. S. Colburn.”

Good reports have come in of well attended conferences in La Crosse,
Wis.; Akron, Ohio; Orillia, Ont.; Sault Ste. Marie, Ont, and Michigan,
and in Huntsville, Oni.

LA CROSSE, WIS.—The conference was good and the largest for
years. 75 requests for prayer were rcad for the unsaved and for the
sick.

WILMAR, MINN.—O. Smith and L. DeBuhr were encouraged in tent
work by the salvation of some souls. Similar blessing was seen in the
tent at Sparta, Wis., where brethren Jamison and Elliot were in tent
work. There is some interest in meetings by L. Brandt and H. Wahls
in Ostrander, Minn. S. Hamilton and 'S. Mick had a good spell at Lynx-
ville where two professed and interest continues. A. T, Stewart had
3 meetings at Blue River after the La Crosse conference. There was some
interest in Madison where C. Yost was in tent work.

JAPAN—An interesting letter has been received from our brother
Jim Currie (1412 Higashi 1 Chome, Magome Machi, Ota Ku, Tokyo,
Japan), which lack of space forbids giving in detail. He and his family
returned four months ago to Japan. At first they felt like moving out
of Tokyo, but felt led back to Fuchu, where he had previously laboured
and saw a hall built i 1954. They were encouraged by seeing the
assembly going on in the right ways of the Lord. Fuchu is a city of
50,000 people. Since returning he took three weeks in the north visiting
four of the assemblies. At Aomori he visited the nearby leprosarium
where there are 45 lepers who arc professing 'Christians. Tt was a
touching sight to see these dear souls, many of them terribly disfigured,
hardly able to enunciate properly, singing praises and giving thanks to
God. Brother 'Currie expected to commence Gospel meetings in a tent
in Fuchu on August 5th and desired prayer for this new effort.

CONFERENCES

WATERBURY, CONN.—We expect, D.V.,, to have our annual Con-
vention on Oct. 28 and 29 in the Gospel Hall, Spencer and Phoenix Aves,,
Waterbury, with the usual order of meetings. Corr. m. Batterton,
R.F.D. 2, Greystone Rd., Terryville, Conn. ( Note new address).
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Who are the spiritual Ashers or happy men and women to-day?
They are those

(1) Whose sins have been forgiven. “Blessed (or happy) is he
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered” (Psalm 32:13.
Indeed, New Testament revelation goes further because of accom-
plished redemption and sees the believer “Justified from all things,” or
cleared of every charge as if they had never sinned at all.

(2) They are those Christians who are enjoying communion with
the Father and the Son.

Are we among these? If so we may also enjoy in a spiritual sense
all the blessings of Asher which we have enumerated.

Fruitfulness

The first of the blessings was fruitfulness. “Let Asher be blessed
with children.” 'Something is missing in the life of every Christian
who has not won at least one soul to Christ. Every Christian could be,
and should be, a soul winner. The whole world would be stirred if
every Christian on earth won a single soul for the Saviour in the
remaining months of this year. How can I become a soulwinner? one
may ask.

DESIRE IT SUFFICIENTLY, AND THEN GO IN FOR IT.

If you desire it, you will pray that God will make you one. You will
search the Word of God that you may get the wisdom and the tools
to go in for it. You will associate with spiritual Christians who are
themselves soul winners. You will deny yourself, (for it does take self
denial) and then you will get to work. If you do this you will not
need to wait for the reward in a future day, (though that will be sure),
but “God will pay you on the spot”.

Fellowship

The second blessing was fellowship. “Let him be acceptable to
his brethren.” The true Asher will not be a “lone eagle” but will
seek for and appreciate the fellowship of his brethren in the assembly
of which he forms a part. The greatest men of the Old Testament
and the New were men who longed for fellowship. Moses and Aaron,
Elijah and Elisha, Paul and Barnabus, Paul and Silas, Paul and Tim-
othy are examples of this. On one occasion Paul wrote, “I had no
rest in my spirit because I found not Titus my brother” (2 Cor. 2:13).
Even our blessed Lord longed for the fellowship of His own people
and felt so keenly the desertion of the disciples. The Asher-like man
will not be a “hedge-hog” he will not be a continual fault-finder, he
will seek to foster and not to strain the bands of ‘Christian friendship.
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He will not be quick to give offence, nor quick to take offence, but
he will be quick to forgive.
" SPIRITUAL WALK

“Let him dip his foot in 0il.” We all know that oil is one of the
outstanding types of the Holy ‘Spirit of God. The believer’s walk down
here before men and before God is most important. Gal. 5:25 says,
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” This means
that our walk down here should be regulated and governed by the
Spirit of God. The guidance of the Spirit is always in keeping with
the Word of God and the example of the Lord Jesus when here upon
earth. The Psalmist prayed, “Order my steps according to Thy Word”
(Psalm 119:133). Peter tells us that Christ has left us an example
that “we should follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). Connected with this
we have next

Fitness for the Journey

“Thy shoes shall be iron and brass.” There was no “wear-out”
to the provision that God made for His people through all their jour-
neys. ‘““Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot
swell, these forty years” (Deut. 8:4).

“Though thy way be long and dreary,
Eagle strength He’ll still renew;
Garments fresh and foot unweary
Tell how God hath brought thee through.”

Let us go forth on our journey with our “feet shod with the
preparation of the Gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15), bemg assured that
God will provide for every exigency of our wilderness journey until the
sand of the desert is exchanged for the glory and presence of God.

Strength for the Journey

The final promise is, ‘As-thy days, so shall thy strength be.” How
often this promise has been a tower of strength to the people of God
down through the generations. Mr. Newberry puts it, “as thy days,
so shall thy sufficiency be.” The Revised Version translates it, “so
shall thy rest be.” The pilgrim has proved all three thoughts to be
true; throughout all the days God has given, day by day, strength for
the journey, sufficiency to meet every rising need, and rest and re-
freshment to the weary traveller.

Well might Moses break forth in conclusion into the happy song
of triumph, “Happy art thou, O Israel; Who is like unto thee, O
people saved by the Lord” (Deut. 33:29). May the joy of the Lord
be our strength — ‘Happy people, happy people, happy though de-
spised and poor.”
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A PLANT OF RENOWN
Wm. Williams

“For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root
out of a dry ground,” Isa. 53:2. This is a prophetic utterance re-
garding the Lord’s first advent. How that blessed one grew up
before his God no one knows. On the one hand it is written of him:
“I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up.” Ps. 88:15. Again
on the other hand it is said of him: “And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God and man.” Luke 2:52. In all
those silent years we are sure that there was perfect harmony in that
dual nature. The Romanists have a tradition that when he was a
child he made little mud birds like the other boys but with this dif-
ference, he could throw them in the air and they would fly away!
They also relate that as he worked in the carpenter’s shop and by
mistake cut a piece of wood too short he could take it by the two
ends and draw it out to the required length! But the Bible negates all
these silly and puerile legends. In John 2:11 we read—“This begin-
ning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee.”

We know that, although veiled in flesh, he was “upholding all
things by the Word of his power,” yet he never manifested that stu-
pendous omnipotence until he was about thirty years of age. Were
he a mere man he would have undoubtedly shown his prowess to an
admiring humanity. But he held back, biding his Father’s time. His
first miracle was wrought in the creatures and in harmony with the
divine institution of marriage.

“And I will raise up for them a PLANT of RENOWN.” Ezek.
34:29. 'This is a glorious promise on the part of Jehovah to a people
of a stiff neck and a rebellious heart. When we read through the
Bible we do not pass over Ezekiel. Many of the Lord’s people never
read Ezekiel as they say that there are too many wheels in it for them
to understand! But it is part of God’s Word written for our learning.
Amidst all the imprecations against the rebellious nation for their sin,
impudence and idolatry, Jehovah makes from time to time a rift in
the dark cloud of judgment and the glorious light shines through.
Such is the passage we have cited. I will raise up for them a Plant
of Renown. God did raise Him up; but they rejected and crucified
Him. But he is coming again to free his earthly people from the sor-
row and shame which has been heaped upon them” until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” What will the Jews say and think when
they see THE PLANT OF RENOWN? Joseph revealing himself to
his brethren is a type of this. There was mutual weeping. There
were tears of sorrow and tears of joy, (“They also that pierced Him
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and all the kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.” Rev.
1:7). Remember that the Plant of Renown is for Israel and not for
the Church.

You will notice that all the figures of Christ the Messiah refer
to the earth — ““a root out of a dry ground” — “a plant of renown”
and so on. We may think of Him as such surely, but for His Church
the figures are heavenly and not connected with the earth. For ex-
ample He is “the root and offspring of David” to Israel but “the bright
and morning Star” to the Church. Let the Church then look up,
away from the earth. Let us look not for signs and wonders which
sc thrill the “prophecy mongers” but for our blessed Lord —

“We wait to see the Morning Star appearing in glory bright.
This blessed hope illumes with beams most cheering
The hours of night.”

NIGHT THOUGHTS

Through the tangle of the forset

Will the Lord our pathway clear,
If we follow in His footsteps,

Without wavering, without fear.

Or ’mid dark and surging waters
Will be heard His word of “Peace™;
Then the winds and angry billows,
Froin their noisy strife will cease.

Though the night be lone and weary,
Yet ‘the Morning™ will arise,
With its many shades of beauty,
To illuminate the skies.

Let us follow daily, hourly,

In the footprints of our Guide,
May each trouble draw us nearer,
Nearer to His wounded side.

Till the long and rugged journey,
Of the wilderness is o’er,

And we join the “Hallelujah”
On the cverlasting shore.

—A. W, P. Srroneg
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
HOSEA HIS CALL TO ISRAEL

G. G. Johnston
This prophet heads the list of several minor prophets raised up
by God, not only to prophesy (some to Israel and some to Judah), but
also to leave us an inspired record of those prophecies. The meaning
of the name Hosea is “deliverance”, or “salvation”. and in spite of
his dark word picture of the spiritual and moral conditions existing in

Israel, vet there is a nete in his writings of hope for recovery.

It has been said that our God is “the God of recovery”. Despite
the prolonged backsliding of Israel, turning from the loving God to
the idols of the heathen and to their abominable customs, yet He says
through His prophet: “I will heal their backsliding, T will love them
freely.” And He invites them, saying: “Take with you words, and
turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive
us graciously.” (chap. 14:1-14). Before this could take place with
Israel, there had to be a period of deep spiritual exercise. Their fallow
ground had to be broken up, the thorns had to be rooted out. And
until they were conscious of their sin, and willing to forsake it, He
threatened to hide His face, and permit affliction to drive them to
seek after Him, humbly acknowledging their offense.

At different times in Israel’s history there had been a degree of
humbling and a return, in part, to the Lord, but it had been onlv
partial and fleeting, as expressed in the words: “Your goodness is as
a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.” (ch. 6:4).

Idolatry was everywhere in evidence. Idols were installed in
every prominent place, and such was Israel’s adherence to these abom-
inations, that God said: “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone”
(ch, 4:17). Until they had tasted the bitterness of departure from
the Lord, He would have to leave them to their own devices. In fact,
no full measure of recovery could take place until they had been “many
days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice and
without an image (a pillar), and without an ephod, and without
teraphim.” (ch. 3:4). This remarkable prophecy has been and is
being fulfilled before the eyes of all who care to see it, a proof of
God’s displeasure over their rejection of Him in Hosea’s day, and a
prophecy of God’s dealings with the whole nation, for their rejection
of His beloved Son.

Before this prophecy closes, we have plain indication that there
will be a return of a remnant of this people to their God. Once again
God will work in their hearts, as stated in chapter 14:4, saying, “I
will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger
is turned away from him.” And as for that people, Ephraim shall



nN
o)
~1

TRUTH and TIDINGS

say: “What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard Him and
observed Him.” (ch. 14:8). Repentant and subdued, a godly remnant
shall return to the Lord, after the Church has been “caught up”.
(1 Thess. 4:17). These shall feel the full weight of that “Great
Tribulation” which the Antichrist shall inflame against them, and
the Lord will cut it short by coming in judgment upon that wicked
one. God will surely once again take up a remnant of His peonle
Israel (Rom. 9:27). The privileged Gentile will be set aside. As for
Israel, He says “God is able to graff them in again.” (Rom. 11:23).
The present is the special “Day of Grace” to the nations. Their oppor-
tunity is being despised in great measure, and is nearing its end.

What may we, God’s children of today, learn from this prophecy?
Surely it was written for our learning, as was all of the Old Testament.
Has not Isra=l’s departure been our departure? Their hearts grew cold
toward the One who had redeemed them and brought them out of the
bondage of Egypt, that they might be a people for Himself. They
soon forgat His mercy and were unthankful. Then they began to
copy the nations around them, first in customs, then in worship. This
downgrade soon drageed them into drunkenness. immorality, deceit
and evil of all kinds.

Our Lord’s complaint to the highly privileged church of Ephesus
was: “Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4). The drift toward
clerisy, evil doctrine and total rejection of the Lord and His Word,
as seen in the other churches of Asia, was the natural consequence
of the defect seen in Ephesus.

From time to time, since the day of those early churches in Asia,
there have been times of revival in soul and return to the truth, but
each time of recovery has been followed by a falling away. A recovery
-of truth, following the Reformation, brought into existence a great
many assembhes of saints all over the world, which were free of rlerlsy
and its attendant evils. The testimony of these groups, some of them
verv small at first, was so convincingly of God, that many souls were
saved, and following the same simple pattern or the Word of God,
were added to the number, or started other assemblies after the same
pattern.

Are we not forced to admit the tendency to departure? First, we
must note the departure in heart. Then we sce the tendency to copy
the ways of worldly religions around us. A studied effort is made to
be like them. The aim to make our message to the world a pleasing
one is in evidence. Schools are inaugurated to prepare an educated
clergy. Buildings are erected that ape the architcture of worldly re-
ligious edifices, nor is there a conscience regarding the unnecessary
use of means to effect this adorning. What may the Lord not have to
use to bring us back to “the simplicity that is in Christ?’ Or, is there
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no hope of this avalanche being stopped? Godly men have interceded
with God and pled with their brethren seemingly in vain. When our
Lord comes, shall He find faith on the earth?

Yet, may we not now take to ourselves words and return unto the
Lord. Let us say not: ““THEY have sinned,” nor *“YOU have sinned,”
but “WE have sinned.” If we do, we can be assured of mercy and
grace from our God.

SOME CREATURES IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE LORD
Harold S. Paisley

Frequently in the Word of God men and nations are likened to
beasts but what a contrast to the creatures in association with the
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ in the days of His flesh.

In Psalm 22, for instance, the heads of Israel around the cross
with Satan behind their activity, are described in verse 12 as strong
bulls, in Verse 13 as a lion and in verse 16 as dogs, whereas the suf-
fering Saviour is a Worm, verse 6. Significant too, is the fact that the
inspired title of the Psalm is Aijeleth Shahar which is “The hind of
the morning”. The inscription suggests a new day introduced after
the night season and the beautiful oriental thought of a gentle hind
merging to freedom, dellvered from the power of the dog. Thus saints
can sing —

*“"Tis past the dark and dreary night, and Lord we hail Thee now,
Our morning star without a cloud of sorrow on Thy brow.”

In Luke 13:32, the Lord calls the crafty Herod “that fox” while
in the same chapter He Himself is the protecting hen.

‘World Empires are described in Daniel 7, and four ferocious
beasts set forth their power and might; the lion with eagles wings
(Babylon). The bear (Persia), the leopard (Greece) and the beast,
dreadful and terrible with iron teeth, (Rome).

Even today, nations choose as their emblems the greater and more
cruel beasts: as the bear (Russia), and the eagle (U.S.A.). the lion
(Brivain), the leopard (Belgium), and so on.

In turning to the scriptures how wonderful to consider the
meek, docile and gentle creatures connected with the earthlv pathway
of God’s Beloved Son. As we behold as in a glass the glorv of the
Lord, may we be changed into the same image as by the Spirit of the
Lord and so worldly men will take knowledge of us that we have been
with Jesus.

The Lamb ... John 1:29

This animal evervwhere is found pointing to the Lamb of God.
Typified (Gen. 4), Prophesied (Gen. 22), Slain (Ex. 12), Personi-
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fied (Isa. 53), Identified (John 1), Preached (Acts 8), Magnified
(Rev. 5), Angry (Rev. 6) and Glorified (Rev. 22).

There are two outstanding thoughts in the lamb: submission and
sacrifice. In the Lord Jesus we sce perfect submission to the will
of God. “He is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter,” God’s righteous
claims must be met and thus the baptism of untold wrath must be
passed through by His only Son. There was no other way and Christ
was steadfast in His submission even unto the death of the cross. The
will of God for Him, meant buffeting, shame, and contradiction from
sinners, yet when He was reviled, He reviled not again; when He
suffered He threatened not, but committed His cause to Him that
judgeth righteously. God’s answer to all this is the glory and honour
which now is the portion of the Lamb upon the Throne. The sacri-
fice of Calvary tells out the love of God and the mighty cost of our
redemption when the dying Lamb of God bare our sins and shed His
precious Blood.

What a voice has all this to us who have tasted of redeeming
grace! The young believer will be anxious to submit to the pathway
marked out for all the sons of God in the unerring Guide Book, the
Word of God. “What wilt thou have me to do?” is the question of
submission to a new Master and Lord. Thank God the path is plain,
and as only one is to be found, none need be in any difficulty. The
first step is baptism, not in the judgment of God which was our due
but in the symbol water, speaking to our souls of death’s dark waters
which were passed through by God’s submissive Lamb. Believer’s bap-
tism is the answer of a good conscience toward God (1 Peter 3:19),
the confession of discipleship to man (Acts 2:41), and the likeness of
death and resurrection (Romans 6). He who will submit to the Word
of God will not lightly. esteem the command or change the order of
the book: Conversion, Baptism, Reception to the assembly testimony,
Continuance in the apostles’ doctrine, breaking of bread and prayers.

For this path of submission a sacrifice must be paid, but as we
consider Him we realize that we have not yet resisted unto blood (Heb.
12:3, 4). Those who pay dearly for the truth are not likely to sell
it for a mere trifle. There 1s no sacrifice of ours down here, but in
return a rich reward will be given to the faithful, and even now many
are proving the words of David in Psalm 19, “In keeping of them is
great reward.”

(To Be Continued)

IMPATIENCE UNDER God’s corrections only shows cur need
of the discipline with which He is pleased to visit us.
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A SCRIPTURAL LIST OF ASSEMBLY MEETINGS
E. Tipson

In Matt. 18:20 we read the words of our Lord when He said,
“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am
I in the midst.” The words “gathered together” represent one word
in the Greek (sunagé) and that word when used in connection with
the Church in the New Testament gives us a complete list of seven
different kinds of meetings that every assembly ought to have. The
word is also used of other gatherings, such as Herod gathering together
the chief priests and scribes in Matt. 2:4, etc., but the word as used
only in connection with the Church gives the following list: —

(1) THE PRAYER MEETING, Acts 4:31, “And when they
had prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled together.”
Here the word is translated “assembled together.” 1t is surely very
significant that the first meeting of the Church where this word is
used is a prayer-meeting, especially as nowadays, if attendances sig-
nify anything, the prayer-meeting is generally looked upon as the
least important in the Church. We should remember that Matt. 18:20
was spoken In connection with prayer.

Two things should be noted of this meeting: First, that the word
used for prayer (and there are several), is the word used of the Lord
praying in Gethsemane, which in Heb. 5:7 is described as “When He
had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears.”
Second, it was prayer that shook the building and was accompanied
by the filling of the Holy Spirit. Do we know anything of such prayer-
meetings today? Only when the Church realizes again the important
place of the prayer-meeting amongst the other church meetings, will
there be a reviving amongst us.

(2) THE TEACHING MEETING OR BIBLE ADDRESS, Acts
11:26,” They assembled themselves with the Church and taught much
people.” This is also a very important meeting. Often, alas, it is badly
attended and thus the people lack instruction in the things of God,
not because there is no provision for such instruction, or a lack of
teachers, but because they do not assemble at that meeting, not realiz-
ing perhaps the importance of being instructed in the things of God,

What was the teaching in New Testament days?

DoctriNE—]Jesus and the resurrection, Acts 4, 2. The Word of

the Lord, Acts 15:35; 18:11.
PracTice—To do whatsoever Christ commanded them, Matt.
28:20.

Elders who watch for souls and have the care of the ministry
should see that regular and consistent mlmstry on the doctrines of
Scripture is supplied to the believers.
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But doctrine is not all. There should be a balance in teaching as
the Lord commanded His disciples before He left them, “Teaching
them to observe (ie. to do), whatsoever I have commanded you.”
Practice as well as precept.

(3) THE MISSIONARY MEETING, Acts 14:27, “And when
they were come and had gathered the Church together, they rehearsed
all that God had done with them.” Note that missionary meetings are
not a modern innovation. They were amongst the first of the Church’s
gatherings. Note also the purpose of the meetings — not to tell of
what the missionary has done and thus glorify him, but what the
Lord had done. See how much the first missionaries needed to learn
this lesson.

In Luke 9:10, we are told that the apostles returned and they told
Him of all that they had done. See also Luke 10:17: “When the 70
returned with joy, they said, “Lord, even the devils are subject unto
us’” They did add, “through Thy name,” but there was the exalta-
tion of what they were and had done; and so the Lord had to rebuke
them with the picture of Satan falling — surely a hint that they were
also in for a fall, if they persisted in rejoicing in that kind of thing.
To these He immediately gave, by illustration, the right attitude to
take, as we see in verse 21. “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and
said, “I thank Thee, G Father.”” What a difference!

(4) THE ELDERS’ MEETINGS, Acts 15:6, “And the apostles
and elders came together to consider of this matter.” This was a
matter which had caused ‘no small dissension and disputation,” and
the elders had a meeting to consider it, at which there was also much
discussion. It was a question of wrong doctrine being taught to the
believers, and had all the elements of a serious division in the Church.
Yet see how wisely it was handled. Firstly, on the way down to the
meeting the brethren did not spread the disaffection, but rather held
missionary meetings (see vv. 3, 4 and 12), to fasten the people’s minds
on what God was doing in the spread of the gospel, rather than the
disputed things. Secondly, see where they turn for their final author-
ity on questions — the Word of God. It was what God had done,
what the Lord Jesus had done, and what the Holy Spirit had done,
that was the final word with them.

We may note, of course, that this was not a meeting of local
elders strictly; nor indeed of elders only. It was the apostles as well
as the elders that came together, and these not from one particular
locality. It nevertheless establishes as a precedent the fact that it was
regarded as wise for elders to come together in their care and concern
for the teaching and spiritual welfare of the saints. And further, an
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apostle, because he was an apostle, did not cease to be an elder. (See
1 Pet. 5:1).

Elders’ meetings are very necessary to the welfare of the Church.
Remember, elders watch for your souls. And happy is the assembly
that has wise and godly elders. The state of a meeting can usually
be determined by the kind of elders found there. But they need your
prayers, and probably most when you disagree with them. Let the
elders realize their tremendous responsibility and the others their
responsibility to pray for them, instead of criticizing them.

(5) THE BIBLE READING MEETING, Acts 15:30. “When
they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle,
which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation (or ex-
hortation, see margin).” The same word for reading is used in Acts
8, where the Ethiopian and Philip had a Bible Reading together on
the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. How profitable that was!

Why is it that so many Bible Readings are unprofitable? That is
the only word that adequately describes some. And why is it that they
have fallen so much into disfavor and decay? Is it not that often
brethren come together to consider a portion of the Word of God with-
out ever having spent five minutes beforehand studying that portion;
and so, when they come together no one has a single profitable thought
to give to the rest of the assembly? If you get several godly brethren,
who have prayerfully and carefully studied the same portion of the
Word before coming to the meeting, you may rest assured that you
will get a really profitable Bible Reading, and the Saints will go
home, as the Saints in The Acts went home, rejoicing.

(6) THE BREAKING OF BREAD MEETING, Acts 20:7,
“When the disciples came together to break bread.” When? On the
first day of the week  This is proof positive that the Christians did
not keep the Jewish Sabbath; for these travellers were there (Troas)
for seven days (v. 6) and thus were there on the Jewish Sabbath, the
day before; but they did not break bread on that day, but the first
day of the week.

What a precious meeting this is, acknowledged and enjoyed more
than any other meeting by the majoritv of believers (if the attendance
is any guide!). And vet, here a word of caution is needed. If it is
considered by some that this meeting is so important that it is all that
is necessary for one’s soul, and they become what are called “once a
week” believers, then let them consider that God by His Holy Spirit,
did not put this meeting first on the list He gave us, and let it be
remembered that He gave all the others as equally necessary. Thus,
if the others are neglected, however precious this one may be, it is
not sufficient for the growth of the soul, nor for the up-building of
the Church.
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(7) THE DISCIPLINE MEETING, 1 Cor. 5:4, “In the Name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit,
with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto
Satan . . .” Here is the saddest meeting of all. Is there not the sug-
gestion here that this should be a special meeting for the purpose?
I think the practice of just “reading out” a person at the end of a
Morning Meeting, and then forgetting the person, is quite wrong.
If the assembly got down to earnest and tearful prayer for the dear
one, who has fallen by the way, that he or she may be restored, how
often would it result in the erring one being brought back into happy
fellowship with the assembly again,

Remember that the Church of Ephesus was known for its exact
correctness as to doctrine, and how they could not bear them which
were evil, yet they themselves were in a loveless condition and ready
to be set aside by God as far as their testimony was concerned.

May God help each one of us to make use of all these meetings
that God has ordained for the blessing and welfare and growth of
His people, and T am sure there will be a more healthy state amongst
us.

(Slightly abridged)
—Precious Seed

INFIDELITY IN THE FACE OF DEATH

Infidelity has been proved to be a much better companion in the
days of health and prosperity than it is in the davs of sickness and
adversity. As far as the Christian is concerned, it is much better to
know and trust Christ as Saviour and Lord at all times, in life in all
its vicissitudes, in death or in eternity.

What a cold comfortless theory is infidelity in the hour of sorrow.
Two people start down the “valley of the shadow of death.” The
one has rested his all on the value of the blood of Christ, once shed
for sinners upon the cross of Calvary. Triumphantly, he can look
up to the great Shepherd of the sheep and cry, “Thou art with me,
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.”” The other has to tread
the last steps, all alone. He peers into the darkness with fearful fore-
bodings of the future. “Now,” cried one dying infidel, “for the leap
in the dark.”

Years ago, in the United States, infidelity found an active cham-
pion in the well-known, talented, Colonel , who made an open
profession of his disbelief in Christianity. A daughter of the Colonel’s,
to whom he was very much attached, became very ill. During the
progress of her illness, the medical Doctor was dining with the Colonel.
After dinner, they adjourned to the library where the Colonel intro-
duced some infidel publication te the Doctor’s notice.
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Just then, a servant came to announce that an alarming change
had taken place in the sick daughter. They hastened to the room.
As the father approached the bed the dying girl took his hand and
said, ‘Father, I feel that my end is drawing near; tell me, I entreat
you, am I to believe what you have taught me, or what I have learned
from my mother?” Her mother, who was a sincere Christian, had
spared no opportunity to bring the Gospel of Christ before the mind
of her daughter.

Her father paused a moment, he fixed his eyes upon his dying
child, his countenance changed, his frame seemed to be convulsed
to its very centre. The struggle was too great, the conflict between
the pride of human reason and the swelling of parental affection in
the heart was more than he could bear, and even over his stubborn
will the truth prevailed. With quivering lips, that could scarcely give
utterance to the words, he said, “Believe, my child, what your mother
has taught you.”

“He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life” (John 3:36".

“Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come” (1 Tm. 4:8).

YOUR TOP INTEREST IS . ..
Mervyn Paul
Can you name it without hesitation? In the ’teen ages, interests
often are unsettled. First, one will have the top spot in one’s think-
ing, then a new one will arise to push the earlier one down below.

Usually, however, by the time the late ’teens have been reached, and

“Fool’s Hill” (which all must conquer!) have been passed, young

people begin to move on out into the more settled levels of the begin-

ner’s stage of adult life. So do not be perplexed, my ’teener friends,
if you should find yourselves “halting between two opinions” respect-
ing what your chief interest may turn out, eventually, to be.

For the sake of our little talk this time let us consider the fol-
lowing briefly noted groups of common interests:

(1) Academic: Books, School, College, or other study courses.

{2) Technical: Learning trades, or other skills, experimental or
Scientific doings, Art, Music, Writing.

(3) Social: Home affairs, Entertainment, T.V., “Do’s”. Novel Read-
ing? Boy-meets-girl, Good times together, Courtship, Being in
love.

(4) Motor Activity: Some form of work, Hobbics, Sports, Recreation,
“Horse-play”, Cars, and going places.

(5) Humorous: Telling yarns, or jokes, Smart slang or snappy re-
torts, “Being funny”, or “acting crazy” — keeping them all laugh-
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ing. Now, since we all know that everybody desires to out-shine
his fellows in some one thing, let me suggest that you get a pen-
cil and underline the interest, or interests, that appeal most to
you . . . not those you think you ought to be interested in, but
only those you really feel keenest about. Then, if there are more
than one, go over them and decide which item has the top-most
place in your thoughts — your interest.

Finally, if you then will make a comparison between vour keen-
ness for that top interest, and this final group:

(6) Spiritual: the Word of God, prayer, and general interest in the

things of God . . . (but not including your service for Him —
which can be a satisfying activity outlet, in itself, and apart from
much fellowship with God) . .. Your comparison will give you
an insight into the measure of the worth-while-ness of your pres-
ent way of living; because most of such interests as those of the
first five groups either are passing things, or vary from time to
time. Indeed, a few years from now, should the Lord leave us
here that long, you are likely to find it hard to believe that they
ever seemed of such great importance to you! For even the hot
fires of a boy’s ambition, or the intensities of being do not, cannot,
last very long, you know . . . or, did you know? Dis-illusionment
commonly follows in the wake of the interests and dreams of
late adolescence and early adult life. The time is bound to come
when, as you review your once flaming pursuits, you will feel you
definitely “missed the mark” — even as T did, myself.

What then . . . do T seek to dampen your ardour, or to put old
heads on your shoulders? . . . I surely hope not! But since the getting
clear of encumbering interests is a painful process, and the breaking
of habits of thinking and acting formed in these years is difficult, let
me make a simple suggestion. It is that, even now as you are reading
this article, you will pause and listen intently for a certain “still, small

voice” . . . the voice of One Who (in human terms) was Himself a
young Man . .. “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me:” Matt.
11:29.

* * * *

“It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth,” we
learn from Lam. 3: 27: while the contrasting details of Eccles. 11:9
are a record of “Youth’s Revolt” — fruitless revolt! — against the
wearing of any yoke contrary to its own inclinations, impulses and
insufficient judgment. Perhaps somewhere above this low level, yet
much below that of our Master’s call to us, we shall locate the plane
of our own Christian walk after we have made notes of our chief
interests. And perhaps, (Oh may it be sc!) there may be aroused
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once more within us all a longing to be, truly, “All for Jesus! — all
my being’s ransomed powers.”

—“But, Mr. Paul, I don’t seem to be that way. I guess it’s the
way I was born, or brought up, or something. But I can’t seem to
want to be much different than I am. Yes, T've prayed lots about it,
but it doesn’t seem to do any good. I know I’m not like what I onght
to be; but I am what I am, and I can’t help it — nobody can!”

Hmmm. Sounds quite hopeless, doesn’t it? Yet surely it cannot
be hopeless, else of what value are all the exhortations in the Word
— such as 2 Cor. 5:14-15, for example? There we read, “For the love
of Christ constraineth us . . .”

Without going further, let us notice the implications of that word
“constraineth.” It means (in the original) “to be held together” —
or compressed . . . compressed into the single channel of living de-
scribed in the next verse as living, not unto themselves, but “unto
Him which died for them and rose again.”

Did you ever see men digging in a sewer trench? Their entire
field of activity is bounded by the trench walls. There is not much
room to “cultivate wide interests” in such narrow confines! Their type
of working exactly pictures for us ONE CHANNEL LIVING — the
very idea behind the thought, “constrained by love . . . to live unto
Him” — a single channel of living which we soon discover, however,
to be as wide as the interests of the living God! To use the metaphors
of Ezek. 47:1-5, the waters may seem but ankle depth at the start,
but straight ahead lie waters which cannot be passed over — “waters
to swim in.”

But why do we find it such a hard matter to get started, and to
work up an interest in, this love-constraining form of living?

These verses declare that the death of all for whom Christ dicd
is counted as having taken place when He died on the cross, this truth
reminds us at once of Rom. 6; And there, in verse 13, we discover the
main factor in our failure to be constrained by the love of Christ intc
one-channel living. It is the failure to have yielded ourselves unto
God. No wonder our interest wanes!

Now let me emphasize that the definite act of yielding oneself
to God stands (as we professed in our baptism) as the starting point
of a proper progress in the things of God. (That the Holy Spirit
intends us to understand that it is a definite, single act of yielding of
which He is speaking is indicated by the aorist tense in the following
clauses: Yield yourselves unto God; so now yield your members, vs.
13, 19; present your bodies, Rom. 12:1; first gave their own selves

1

to the Lord. 2 Cor. 8::5. Grammarians tell us the aorist indicates ‘a
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completed action”: see Green’s Grammar, or the Newberry Bible).

But does the going to our knees to hand over, definitely, to the
Lord “all we are and have” bring about some wonderful new “second
blessing”? No, it does not! All that happens is the establishing within
us of a NEW ATTITUDE TOWARDS OUR GOD. But it is this
that makes it possible for Him to begin to work in us more fully “to
will and to do of His good pleasure”: Phil. 2:13. Then, each morn-
ing, we shall need to give it the daily support of daily renewal, in order
that we shall faint not: 2 Cor. 4:16.

So you see your case is not hopeless after all, my discouraged
young friends! Let us be in a hurry to obey Rom. 6:13, and so to rid
ourselves of the old, hindering, self-pleasing attitude which denies that
we died with Christ and rose again to walk in newness of life. Then
His love-constraining one-channel living—unto Himself—will become
our top interest.

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

(P. P. Bliss continued — Part 3)
Hector Alves

“I am so glad that our Father in heaven
Tells of His love in the Book He has given;
Wonderful things in the Bible I see —
This is the dearest, that Jesus loves me.”

Mr. P. P. Bliss probably wrote more gospel hymns that are held
in high esteem by the church today, than any other American, with
the single exception of Fanny J. Crosby. He belonged to a family
that had very little of this world’s goods. They lived for a time in
a log house, and moved a good deal, so that Philip had very little
schooling. However, his father taught him the Word of God by his
singing, praying, and Bible reading, and every day his mother gave
him lessons. Early in his bovhood he showed a passion for music, and
would sing and play on rude instruments that he had made himself.
He was ten years old when he heard a piano for the first time as he
was passing a house, and the poor, barefoot boy was so fascinated
that he dared to enter the house and stand at the parlor door. The
young lady who was playing the piano stopped when she saw him.
“O lady, play some more,” said the boy; but far from being moved
by his evident appreciation of the music, the young woman answered
him rudely, “Get out of here with your great feet.”” At the age of
eleven young Bliss set out from his father’s house to work on a farm,
with his few belongings tied up in a handkerchief. He went to school
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when he could. In 1850, when he was twelve vears of age, gospei
meetings were being held in the schoolhouse nearby, and although he
always loved to hear of the Saviour, it was at this time that he was
converted to God. In 1864 he wrote his first hymn.

“I think it was in June, 1870, that ‘Jesus loves even me’ was writ-
ten, writes Major Whittle. Mr. and Mrs. Bliss were at that time
guests in my home in ‘Chicago. One morning Mrs. Bliss came down
10 breakfast and said as she entered the room: “Last night Mr. Bliss
had a hymn given to him that T think is going to live, and be one of
the best he has ever written. I have been singing it all morming, and
I cannot get it out of my mind.’ She then sang it over to us.” The
idea that Bliss had in mind in writing this hvmn, was to bring out
the fact that the peace and comfort of a Christian are not founded
so much upon his love to Christ as upon Christ’s love to him. Mr.
Bliss said that the hymn was suggested to him by hearing the chorus
of the hymn, “Oh, how I love Jesus” repeated very frequently in a
naeeting which he had attended. After joining in the chorus a num-
ber of times, the thought came to him, “Have I not been singing
enough about my poor love for Jesus, and shall I not rather sing of
His great love for me?” Under the impulse of this thought he went
home and composed this, one of his most popular children’s hymns.

Major Whittle also relates, “A young woman went to a mceting
in England, where she heard Ira D. Sankey sing, ‘I am so glad that
Jesus loves me.” While the hymn was being sung, she began to feel
for the first time in her life, that she really was a sinner. All her sins
came up in an array before her, and so numerous and great did they
appear, that she imagined in her heart ‘Jesus cannot love me; He
cannot love such a sinner as I.” She went home in a state of extreme
mental anguish and did not sleep that night. Every opportunity to
obtain more light was eagerly seized, and she saw in God’s open Word
that it was for sinners that Christ died, and for none others. When
she realized this she began to sing, ‘T am so glad that Jesus loves e,
— Jesus loves even me.”” Many others similar incidents could be
related, but space will not permit.

“I will sing of my Redeemer,
And His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered,
From the curse to set me free.”

This is believed to have been one of the last, if not the last of his
Gospel hymns. It was shortly after he wrote this beautiful hymn that
Mr. Bliss, along with his wife, was on one of his evangelistic tours, and
both of them were killed in the great railroad disaster at Ashtabula,
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Ohio, Dec. 29th, 1876. The train was precipitated down a ravine
sixty feet deep by the collapse of a bridge. The cars caught fire, and
one hundred of the passengers were killed. It is said that Mr. Bliss
could have saved himself, but he perished trying to rescue his wife
from the burning coach. The death of Mr. and Mrs. Bliss under
circumstances so tragic, was a deep sorrow to Christians all over the
world. He and his wife were loved wherever they went, and his hymns
were sung everywhere, and still are.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. Would it be in accordance with the Scriptures to bap-
tize a young girl who professes to be saved, but is keeping company
with an unsaved young man?

Answer. We do not think so. In fact the one is a contradiction
of the other. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers

. what part hath he that believeth with an unbeliever?* (2 Cor.
6:14, 15, R.V.) Baptism by immersion, and coming up out of the
water, set forth in type the believer’s death, burial, and resurrection
with Christ. The act is a confession of the believer’s identification with
Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. “Buried with Him hy
baptism into death.” (Rom. 6:4) *“If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above . . . for ye are dead, and your life
is hid with Christ in God.” (Col. 3:1, 3). When a saved girl
chooses to keep company with an unsaved young man, she is denying
this. In God’s reckoning, every believer has been crucified with
Christ. (See Gal. 2:20). And the apostle Paul declares, “the world
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” (Gal. 6:14). The neces-
sity of an evidence of this by one’s daily walk, is enjoined upon all
who would seck baptism It is an act of obedience on the believer’s
part, but it is also an act by which he or she acknowledges the claims
of Christ as Lord. In Acts 2:41 we find it was those who gladly
received the Word that were baptized. In ‘Acts 8:12, “When they be-
iieved Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.” The sacredness and solemnity of this ordinance ought to
prevent anyone looking lightly upon it. —H.A.

Question. During my forty years in the assemblies of God’s people,
gathered to the Name of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ, I have seen first an
increase in the spiritual tone of the assemblies; then, alas, during
the past ten or twelve years there has been a decline, and a lack of
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practical godliness. Can you suggest any reason for this declension?

Answer. We feel the same way about things, and at times have
sought to find the cause. We suggest the following:

1. Professions are too easily made, and conversion to God is
being made cheap, to to speak.

2. Light and superficial ministry from the platform, and a great
lack of teaching the young, and instructing them in church truth.
3. Neglect in daily reading of the Word, and private prayer.

4. Absence of shepherd care, and visiting by the pastors in the
assemblies.

5. Little excrcise about service for the Lord, on the part of the
voung men in the assembly.

6. Prosperity, and the rush and bustle of the present time.

7. The church is losing sight of the blessed hope of the coming
of the Lord—H.A.

Covet not that which thou mayest not have.

* * * *

We can least bear correction when we most need it.

* * * *

A great artist made it a rule never to look at a badly done pic-
ture, as he had found by experience that, whenever he did so, his
pencil had a tendency to reproduce the bad work. Apply this to
bad books and bad company. Let us look “off unto Jesus” and we
shall have God’s perfect standard before the mind’s eye.

* * * *

Whatever our circumstances it is never necessary to disobey God.
* * * *
The more we exercise self-judgment, the more we will discern
the flesh in ourselves, and the less it will be seen by others.
* * % *
Do not waste time in showing that God’s Word is consistent with

the highest reason. We are not called upon to apologize for the Gos-
pel, but to proclaim it. ‘
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WINTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

As we send out the last issue of 1956, we would remind all our
readers whose subscriptions fall due at the end of the year of the im-
portance of renewing promptly. This is our husiest time of all the year
and late subscriptions add to our labour, which of course is freely given
as service for the Lord and His people. Your co-operation will be greatly
appreciated and will thus make unnecessary the mailing of individual
reminders of expiration.

BOUND VOLUMES

We purpose, as in the past, to prepare a limited number of bound
volumes of 1956 with a handy index of subjects. A postal order for
$2.50 will send one of these attractively bound volumes to any address,
post free. Last year our supply ran out with orders still coming in for
the 1955 volume. We had some more made up and have a few left for
any who desire ‘them, until the supply is exhausted.

TIDINGS

One of the most appreciated features .of the magazine is “Tidings”.
Many say that this is the first part that they read. But this is also at
times the most criticized part, by some. There is good work done for
God that is not reported because no report is sent to us. There are at
times reports published which, if we were acquainted with all the facts,
might be altered or not published at all, but these cases are exceptional.
We seek reports from reliable sources, and then, of course are dependent
upon those who send them in. The appearance of names of brethren
who are preaching does not mean recognition of them as full time work-
ers. Sometimes the Lord’s servants receive valued help from local
brethren in a series of meetings. But we do our best to supply reliable
information to the Lord’s people of work going on for God in the
assemblies and in new places. We are sure that God will not overlook
unreported work done for His glory, in' a coming day.

VANCOUVER, B.C.—R. Peacock and A. Bergsma are being encour-
aged in the Gilbert Rd. Hall, Lulu Island, a few miles from Vancouver.
A number of outsiders have professed to be saved. The Sunday School
work there is also encouraging. J. Hutchison has been ministering the
Word in various halls with fairly good attendance. One professed at the
Carleton Hall.

PRINCE ALBERT, SASK.—J. Ronald and A. Wilson had a spell of
. Gospel meetings and then went on to Nipawin in an Orange Hall.
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a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not take anything that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich” (Gen.
14:21-23). This godly, decided refusal of any of the king of Sodom’s
rewards so pleased God that “after these things” the Lord said I am
“thy exceeding great reward.”

Alas, how many to-day have lost spiritual strength and will lose
the great reward by world-bordering or by accepting some of the
goods of this Sodom world! How many once promising young men
have exchanged “the souls” that they might have won for the Lord
for temporal prosperity in the world! How many young sisters have
forfeited a great reward forever by laying their shorn tresses at the
feet of the world, instead of laying their long hair at the feet of their
Saviour and Lord! How many will regret in a coming day discarding
the “ornament of a meek and quiet spirit” and putting on the for-
bidden ornaments of the world or masculine attire! Moses was an-
other man who turned his back on the world’s pleasure, treasure and
honour, but what a great reward will be his! .

A great reward is offered for

Obedience to the Lord's Commandments

Psalm 19 has been well called “a pocket edition of the 119th
Psalm.” Like the much longer Psalm the 19th brings before us, “The
law of the Lord . . . the testimony of the Lord . . . the statutes of the
Lord . . . the judgments of the Lord”, verses 719. Then in verse 11 we
read, “Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of
them there is GREAT REWARD.” Obedience to the commandments
of the Lord brings even in this life the great reward of a good con-
science. It preserves from the host of evil consequences which always
accompanies the path of disobedience to God and His Word. Simple,
whole-hearted obedience of the child here below brings delight to the
heart of the Father above and will result in a great reward at the
judgment seat of Christ.

Some of the commandments of the Lord, though they “are not
grievous”, are nevertheless unpopular even among many professing
Christians. Has the reader been baptized by immersion as a believer
since conversion’s day? Baptism is a commandment of the Lord. Are
we in any unequal yoke, fraternal, social, business, religious, political?
Are you toying with tke thought of marriage to an unconverted part-
ner? The plain commandment of the Lord forbids all this. “Be ye
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” Do you take a sec-
tarian name or do you fraternize with unscriptural systems of the
religious world? The Word of God forbids vou to do this. Do you
gather only unto the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 18:20),
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the New Testament commands you to do this. Do you, in the fellow-
ship of a scriptural assembly, remember the Lord’s death each first
day of the week, in the “breaking of bread”? The Lord commanded,
“This do for a remembrance of Me.” Do you love the people of God?
Do you shew a forgiving scpirit to those who injure you? We are com-
manded to do both these things. “A new commandment I give unto
you, that ye love one another” (John 13:34). These are a few of
the commandments of the Lord, which, if obeyed, will bring a great
reward.

None of us like suffering, but there is much encouragement to
the sufferer to know that there will be a great reward for '

Suffering For Righteousness' and for Christ's Sake

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against vou
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:10-12). There are two forms of suffer-
ing here for which God promises a great reward; (1) for rightcousness’
sake, (2) for Christ’s sake. John the Baptist is an illustration of the
former, when he suffered martyrdom for his faithful rebuke to Herod
and Herodias for their sinful alliance. Joseph suffered in prison for
righteousness’ sake when he refused the sinful overtures of his mas-
ter's wife. However it may not be the suffering of imprisonment or
martyrdom that is involved to-day, and yet it might be real suffering
for righteousness’ sake. Many a man has lost earthly hopes of ad-
vancement because he would not violate his conscience and do an
unrighteous act. Refusal to tell lies for an employer, to put over a
“shady” deal, to misrepresent a product has sometimes cost a Chris-
tian a good position.

Christian men and women for Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s
have suffered the loss of home and its comforts, earthly prospects and
temporal prosperity. Is the sacrifice worth while? “Rejoice and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.”

There is no GIVING in the “far countrv”’, not even of husks.
Satan sells all and dearly. Men’s souls are the price. You must buy
everything. The world’s principle is, nothing for nothing.

* * * *

Some, like Peter, try to warm their hands at the world’s fire and
end by burning their conscience.

* * %* *

The love of God — not any loveliness in the sinner — accounts for
the extravagant liberality of his reception in Christ.
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NOTABLE CHARACTERS IN HOLY WRIT
MINOR PROPHETS

G. G. Johnston

Following the prophecy of Hosea, of whom we wrote last month,

we find no less than eleven prophets sent to God’s earthly people.
In the case of six of these, we are informed of the time of their pro-
phecy by reference to kings or governors then in power. Of the
others, Obadiah’s message is a prophecy concerning the downfall and
destruction of Edom, the descendants of Esau, and the final victory
of Jacob. This destruction will result from the perpetual feud between
these two elements, so manifest today in the Arab’s hatred of the Jew.

The cause of this overthrow is referred to in the words of chapter
1:10: “For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover
thee, and thou shalt be cut off forever.” They had shared with the
heathen in bringing down their brother Juda, had rejoiced with them
over the destruction of Jerusalem, had shared in the spoils of the
land, and had even intercepted those who did escape and delivered
them up to their tormentors. Now they are foretold that it shall be
done unto them likewise.

In this way we may learn a most solemn principle of the Lord’s
dealings with men, repeatedly menticned in the Scriptures for our
warning and instruction: that is, “Be not deceived: God is not
mocked: whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Gal.
6:7). To hold a grudge against another and then to rejoice over his
downfall is wicked exceedingly, and merits punishment.

In the wonderful little prophecy of Joel we find something of
God’s dealings with His earthly people. A fearful drought has hit
the “land of delights” and much of its beauty and fruitfulness has been
destroyed. Then a plague of locusts has covered everything, darkened
the sun and devoured all remaining vegetation. These are followed
by a plague of worms, until the land appears to have been burned
with fire. There are no animals left for sacrifice.

At this juncture the prophet calls for a blowing of the trumpet,
calling the people to a fast of repentance and weeping, assuring them
that to such God will be gracious and send the carly and the latter
rains. With such inspiring words as: “My people never shall be
ashamed,” (2:26), he seeks to recover them from their despair.

As is the case in other prophecies of Scripture, there is in view
an early partial fulfilment of God’s promise, with a further and roore
complete fulfilment still future. The outpouring of God’s Spirit prom-
ised in chapter 2:28, as following the terrible dearth, would seem to
suggest the wonderful advent of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pente-
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cost, after the darkness and spiritual drought of the days of the minor
prophets and the four hundred silent years before the coming of
Christ. In his wonderful address in Acts 2, Peter claims that what
was happening before their eyes was a fulfilment of the prophecy of
Joel, though it is clear that again it lacks fulfilment in part, as when
“the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of the Lord come.”

That great and terrible day of the Lord is described in the third
chapter as a judgment our Lord will execute upon the nations as-
sembled in the great valley of Jehoshaphat.

These nations had been permitted of God to take His disobedient
earthly people into captivity, to enslave them, to destroy them, and
to part their land among themselves. Then, why should He punish
them for doing it? Because they did it not to serve the Lord, but out
of the wicked enmity of their hearts toward all that was of God. Once
again the sun and the moon shall be darkened, not with locusts, but
with the dark clouds of war. God’s earthly people, restored to the
land, would seem an easy pray for such hordes.

But, “The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake.” He who
created the atom will not require man-made atomic bombs to destroy
His enemies.

“Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass
through her any more.” For long centuries the Holy City has been
trodden under foot of the Gentiles, but when our Lord is manifest in
glory, with His Church by His side, He will destroy all opposition and
set up His kingdom in righteousness. This event is nearing: how
much nearer is the rapture of the Church! “What manner of persons
ought we to bel!”

INCENTIVES TO OBEDIENCE

In every true child of God there is a desire to know His will in
order to do it, and to “Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.”
To this there are three incentives. The first and highest is Love; the
lowest is Fear; the intermediate is Reward. By love and reward the
Blessed Master was actuated, but of fear He knew nothing. To obey
from fear of chastisement is better than to disobey; and it is lawful
to have respect to reward, but to love is the highest motive as it is
also its true spring. “I love the Father,” said the Son, “and as He
gave commandment, even so I do.”

By catching at the Devil’s bait, you will receive the Devil’s hook.
The wages of sin is death.
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WORSHIP

Worship is not preaching, though that is the thought in the minds
of many in ‘Christendom who may be real Christians. No matter how
scriptural may be the ministry, it is not worship. It is true that the
presentation of truth may /ead to worship. But in preaching — if
indeed it is God’s truth that is delivered -— the servant comes with a
message from God to those who listen; in worship, saints are led into
the presence of God to present adoration and praise. The two things
are therefore of an entirely and essentially different character.

Worship is not prayer. The suppliant is not a worshipper. If
I go to the King with a petition, I am presented before him in that
character; but if I am admitted into his presence to render homage, I
am no longer a petitioner. So when I unite with others in prayer and
intercession, we are before God as those who are seeking special bless-
ings; but when we bow before Him in worship, we give rather than
receive; we are before Him asking nothing, but with full hearts over-
flowing in adoration at His feet. :

Thanksgiving is very intimately connected with, if not the essence
of, worship. Thanksgiving is the consequence of blessings received,
whether in providence or in redemption. In pouring out our thanks,
we mayv be led to reflect upon the character and attributes of the God
Who thus delights to surround us with the tokens of His love and care;
and consequently thanksgiving passes over into worship.

But in worship — considered in and by itself — we lose sight
of ourselves and our blessings, and are occupied with what God is in
Himself, and what He is for us as revealed in Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, we rise above ourselves, and contemplate the Lord in all His
varied attributes and glories (for while “no man hath seen God at any
time, the only begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of the Father, He
hath declared Him” John 1:18). Overwhelmed by the display of
His holiness, majesty, love, mercy and grace, we cannot but bow at His
feet, as we render, in and through our Lord Jesus Christ, the homage
of our hearts.

The death of Christ is the foundation of all Christian worship,
for it is by the efficacy of His precious blood that we are qualified to
enter into the presence of God. His death is the revelation to us of
all that God is in His majesty, holiness, truth, grace and love, and
it is through the contemplation of that wondrous sacrifice in our
hearts, wrought upon by the Spirit of God that we are led out in
adoration and praise. Thus worship is connected in a very special
way with the Lord’s Table, because it is when we are gathered around
it, that we shew the Lord’s death till He come. One has said, “It is
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impossible to separate true spiritual worship and communion from the
perfect offering of Christ to God. The amount our worship separates
itself from its efficacy, and the consciousness of that infinite acceptance
of Jesus before the Father, it becomes carnal, and either a form or
delight of the flesh.”

GOD OVER ALL

Back of all that foes have plotted, all that friends of God have planned,
Human schemes, or work of demons, moves a higher, hidden Hand.
Man’s horizon is but finite, present mysteries ensnare;

Wrongs in vain seek an Avenger, right is termpted to despair.

But in God’s eternal future, the exact and full reward

Will reveal the even balance, in the judgments of the Lord.
Through the mystic fabric, woven on the great Historic loom,
Runs one golden thread of purpose, not a tangled skein of doom.

Warp and woof, are heaven’s making, all the pattern good and wise;
On the earth side, strange, perplexing, perfect to celestial eyes.
Nothing too minute to enter into God’s complete design,

Perfecting the forms and colours, in the outline so Divine.

Nothing happens accidental, all that men ascribe to “chance”,
Choice of God has first determined ; nothing can evade His glance.
E’en the wrath of man unconscious, serves one all-controlling Will.
Man proposes: God disposes, all things His designs fulfil.

This, the goal of all the ages;

Hither, highways, byways tend;
So, despite all foes and factions,
God, proved Victor in the end.

“Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will”
—Eph. 1:21.

Election looks at the place from which we are taken.
Predestination looks at the place to which we are going.
Of His people, God says, “I knew you before the world was.”

Of the wicked, God says, “I never knew you — not I knew vou
and you fell away.
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SOME CREATURES IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE LORD
PART 2
Harold S. Paisley
The Dove — John 1:32

On this occasion at Jordan, God the Son is marked out as the
Well Beloved Son of the Father and the Spirit descending from Heaven
like a Dove abode upon Him. The first mention of the Dove reminds
us of the fact that it could not find a resting place in a scene which
was under the judgment of God (Gen. 8). Here is one upon Whom
the dove can rest. “There only can the Spirit trace a perfect life
below.” There was no rest for the Lord Jesus Christ until His glorious
purpose was completed, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.”
Truly our Heavenly Boaz would not rest until He had finished the
work He came to do. The dove too is gentle, easily hurt and harm-
less, thus the sensitiveness and gentleness of our Lord can be easily
seen. “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he
not quench.”

The saved of the Lord are pilgrims here; we have no continuing
city and in this place which is soon to be burned up, we must not rest
but be wide awake to our responsibility to serve and to wait for our
soon coming Lord.

The Lord said, “I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves,
be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16).
Paul urges the saints at Philippi to “do all things without murmurings
and disputings: that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world; holding forth the Word
of life”. (Phil. 2:14, 15, 16). Surely in such a condition of things
none would ever seek to find a resting place. May we have our lights
burning, and as harmless doves wait for the end of our service here
and then we shall rest forever.

The Worm — Psalm 22:6

No more insignificant and lowly creature can be found, yet how
wondrous was the humiliation of the glorious Lord to cry, “I am a
worm, and no man: a reproach of men and despised.” In the estima-
tion of proud men, he was but a worm to be trodden down and
bruised, only an insignificant figure of reproach and scorn. Those
who side with Him today will be the object still of reproach and
because of the fewness of their numbers and the insignificance of their
outward appearance, will be trodden underfoot by the proud of the
earth. Babylon glories today in power and display and influence, but
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“outside the camp, bearing His reproach” are those who have by
Divine Grace learned the preciousness of His promise “Where two or
three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of
them” (Matt. 18:20). :

The Hen — Luke 13:34

There are two thoughts here; the first, Love, and the second,
Protection. The tender love of a mother hen for her chicks is well
known. The story of a prairie fire which once swept across hundreds
of miles of 'Canada, illustrates the enduring love of the hen. When
the fire had passed, a man surveying the damage came across the
charred lump of what proved to be the remains of a hen, when he
kicked the blackened carcase from beneath that burned breast, out
came the little chicks alive. The Lord describes Himself as a Hen
gathering her brood under her wings, what a touching picture! In
John 11:5, we see His love for each individual; Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. Yes, each one is loved individually and
in all our affairs, He is personally interested. In Eph. 5:25, it is col-
lective love; He loved the Church, while in John 13:1 we see His
love continues right on to the end. “All other love may measured
be, but not Thy dying love to me.”

Not only is there love in the Hen, but also Protection is seen. A
hen will do all she can to shelter her brood. How happy to realize
that we are safe for all Eternity in His Hand — John 10:28. When
surrounded by that cruel throng in Gethsemane, about to be taken
away to be mocked and put to death upon the tree, He turned to
the band and said, “If ve seck me, let these go their way.” Now upon
the Father’s Throne, His love is unchanged and He is able tc save to
the end, all that come unto God by Him.

One of the proofs of Divine life is a love for all the family of
God, “We know we have passed from death unto life because we
love the brethren” (1 John 3:14). How ready we should be to
prove our love by serving and exhorting and teaching one another,
and we should be ready also to lay down our lives for the brethren
1 John 3:16).

May these features of our Perfect Example be more in evidence
in us till we shall be perfectly conformed to his likeness. The words
of Sir Edward Denny are the outburst of a soul desiring more like-
ness to Christ.

“One with Thyself, may every one,
In us Thy brethren, see
That gentleness and grace that spring
From union, Lord, with Thee.
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THE SUPPER OF REMEMBRANCE

Franklin Ferguson

On the very night in which our Lord was betrayed He instituted
the Supper of Remembrance, for the observance of His disciples;
for those then present, and for them that should after believe on Him,
till He comes again.

The wish of our beloved Lord was that we should remember Him
in His agony and blood-like sweat in the garden of Gethsemane; in
the contradiction of sinners in Pilate’s judgment hall; and in the
awful death of the Cross, when His soul was made an offering for sin
(Isa. 53:10), and all the waves and billows of God’s wrath went over
Him (Psa. 42:7).

In the chosen emblems of bread and wine — bread for His body,
wine for His blood — we see the spotless Lamb of God crucified and
slain. As we reverently eat and drink of the emblems, we show or
proclaim, that death which stands alone in its significance for time
and for eternity, to be much observed of all the people of God.

How beautifully expressive and how simple is this Divine ordinance.
A room, a table, seats, a loaf, a cup. An entire absence of ritual, dis-
play, officiating priest, ordained minister, or presiding elder. Simply
the Lord and His redeemed people assembled: “Where two or three
are gathered together in (or unto) My name, there am I in the midst
of them” (Matt. 18:20).

Each saint is one of the “holy priesthood”, entitled to “offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:0);
the sacrifice of “praise, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to
(or, confessng) His name” (Heb. 13:15). Worshippers, worshipping
“in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). The presence of the Lord, to
faith, as “ointment poured forth,” ravishing our souls; our worship
as “spikenard sending forth the smell thereof” (S. of 8. 1:3, 12},
delighting the heart of God as a sweet savour of His beloved Son.

Nothing this side of Heaven can equal the Supper of Remem-
brance, and no other experience on earth can so bring Christ Himself
before us in “the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of His
love” (Eph. 3:18, 19). Nothing else can so fullv show us the infinite
love of God in not sparing His own Son (Rom. 8:32) ; the great price
at which redemption was purchased; the complete acceptance of us
all in the Beloved, and our wonderful privilege as a “holy” and “royal”
priesthoed.

How often when He has brought us into the banqueting house have
we sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit has
been sweet to our taste! (S. of S. 2:3, 4). How often has it been
experienced, as of old, “Then were the disciples glad when they saw
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the Lord” (John 20:20). Happy foretaste of that fair morn when
no longer as “through a glass darkly,” but “face to face” we shall gaze
upon our Beloved, and behold His pierced hands and feet, and hear
His sweet voice, saying, “Peace be unto you.”

A WORD TO MOTHERS
By One of Themselves

Mothers! it may be that some of you are in need of a word of
comfort and encouragement concerning the daily reading of God’s
Word in your family circle. Your husband may not always be at
home to conduct it, and you find little sympathy or help from others,
who might be expected to give it. Yet you feel it deeply inwrought,
that this way of acknowledging God in the home circle must be main-
tained at all cost. You may have endeavoured to carry this out as
God would have it, for a considerable time, but you find it most diffi-
cult to get the family to come together; in fact there seems to be time
for everything but for collectively reading the Word of God and
acknowledging Him as the ‘Guardian and Guide of the home. Now
your hands are ready to fall down. But take heart again; you must
not yield in this matter; the honour of God and the eternal interests
of your household are involved. Think of the triumph that the enemy
of God and His Word will have if you relax or surrender to him.
Your hold on your children, and your power to bring them up in a
godly way will be in a manner lost, if you surrender this sacred trust.
As one has said, “a family without the daily acknowledgment of God
and the reading of His Word, is like walls without a roof.”

We have the Divine promise, “Them that honour Me, I will
honour.” Take hold of this promise, make it afresh your own, and
you will soon have to put “P” for “proved” over against the text.

Our young folks may soon be called away from under the parental
roof, to meet the cold world and all its temptations; let the Divine
Word be instilled into them before they go. Then, if called to a home
of their own, they will carry the force of your example with them.

I heard a son telling the other day, of his godly mother’s practice.
He said, she used to have the reading with her children as the father
was unsaved. The Lord called her to Himself, and the first Lord’s
day after she was with Christ, breakfast over, the father in a sadly,
solemn manner said, “Bring the Book.” In memory of his faithful
wife’s example, he continued the reading with them, and not long
after, he was brought to the knowledge of the Lord.

God will be no man’s debtor. If we make it our highest aim to
lionour Him and magnify His Word, giving it the place He claims
for it in the heart and the home (Deut. vi. 6-81), He will not fail to
bless us, and make us a blessing. —J.L.R.
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FORGIVENESS AND CLEANSING

Forgiveness is sweet; but what would forgiveness be without
cleansing? “If we (believers) confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1
John 1:9). Many are content with the forgiveness, while they are
very little concerned about the cleansing. But the two things go
together; and wherever there is real confession, there will be real
forgiveness, and as real cleansing from unrighteousness. If I am not
much concerned about the cleansing, it shows that I am not much
concerned about the sin in which I have been overtaken. We cannot
attach too much importance to the cleansing. The evil principle itself
must be judged, else we will go and do the same thing again. And
not only is this needed with some particular besetting sin; there must
be a cleansing from all unrighteousness. Sins are to be found in gangs.
We question if you ever find only one particular sin lording it over
a2 man. One sin may have a chief place; but there are many others
indulged in at the same time, although they have a subordinate place.
Let ours be a godly concern, that no sin is having dominion over us;
and when confession is made, let us make sure that none of the dregs
are left. Rest not short of being cleansed from all unrighteousness.

"1 AM BUT A LITTLE CHILD"

This world has but little use for a man who says this. The spirit
of the world is the opposite of that of a little child. The truly child-
like spirit which Christ commends and with which God is pleased is
conscious of its own weakness, and has confidence in the strength of
others — in the Father’s love and care. Conscious weakness and con-
fidence in God are two precious possessions which are linked up with
the character of the little child. The great need of the child of God
is summed up in these two expressions. To be conscious of our own
weakness does away with a host of evils which assail the believer. When
are we really strong? Paul tells us, “When I am weak, then am I
strong.”

This, then, is the true secret of strength. It is to be in our own
eyes what we are in God’s eyes, to see ourselves in some measure as
He sees us, taking the creature place — the place of a sinful creature
saved by grace. Sin has taken man out of his true place, has made
him independent of God, and has deceived him into imagining that
he is strong. This condition is ripening men for the attempt to measure
their strength against that of the Lord Jesus Christ.

* * * *

God can let nothing pass; He can forgive all, and cleanse from

all, but He can let nothing pass.
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GODLINESS IN THE FAMILY
A. Leishman

A Godly family circle is always a sphere of fruitfulness for God,
and the nursery from which God has taken those whom He has used
for His own special service. True, God’s grace cannot be limited;
that grace can reach the guiltiest. The blood of Christ can make the
vilest clean, even at the close of a godless life. “His ways are past
finding out.” He never fails those who honour Him and regard His
Word. “Them that honour Me, I will honotr” (1 Sam. 2:20).
Grace does not run in the blood, but it certainly does in the line of
the godly; many instances of this may be found in the Word of God.
It has been proved by all who have sought it “with purpose of heart.”

A godly family influence, and a place for the Word of God in
the family, are of paramount importance. Our children absorb just
as much of God’s Word as they see is a reality in the home circle,
and God’s blessing is added under the same condition. In other
words, that which is dearest to the heart of the Christian parent and
most esteemed in the home, will bear fruit in their children. If home
influences are adverse, the fiat of Jehovah is against all other influences
combined. There is greater hope for the children of the stranger when
under the Gospel’s sound, for whatever their home may be, base or
refined, it is not a denial of the great truths of the Gospel. But for
God’s people, “sowing to the wind”, means reaping the cvclone, and
all “sowing to the flesh” reaps corruption.

Before God took up the nation of Israel, the only testimony and
witnesses here for Him were individual men of faith and their families.
Set apart for God, by special dealings, to bear witness for Him, were
Enoch. Noah, Abraham, Job, etc. He says of Abraham “For I know
him that he will cornmand his children and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham, that which He hath spoken
of him” (Gen. 18:9).

After God took up the nation of Israel, the hoops holding it to-
gether for God, were its families after the pattern of Deut. 6:6-9.
“And these words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
thou shalt talk of themm when thou sittest in thine hAouse, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down. and when thou
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine kand, and
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write
them upon the posts of thine house, and on thy gates.” While these
conditions were fulfilled, and God’s Word honoured, they prospered,
and their children’s children were blessed (Psa. 77:50). But when we
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get near to the end of their history as a nation, family worship seems to
have ceased, love for the truth had become obliterated (Jer. 5:1), and
general corruption abounded. Sometimes a godly mother rnse above
her surroundings, and the result was a Samuel, a Josiah — whose
mothers’ names appear in honourable mention alongside the record
of their sons’ godly lives (see 2 Chron. 29:1; 2 Kings 22:1).

Centuries have rolled along; times have changed; knowledge has
increased, but there are two things just the same to-day. 1st, “As
face answereth to face so the heart of man to man.” 2nd. “Train up
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart
from it” (Prov. 22:6).

How many of the Lord’s people are mindful of the cow for the
milk, the chickens for the eggs, the bees for the honey, and the trees
for the fruit, but utterly neglectful of the place the Word of God should
have in their family circle, till a sudden outbreak at home has caused
them to cry out bitterly, “They made me the keeper of the vineyards,
but mine own vineyard have I not kept” (Song of Sol. 1:6). For
three reasons at least, the daily honouring of God’s Word and family
prayer are essential to real godliness in the home, spiritual prosperity,
and testimony for the Lord.

First. In the father (or the mother in his absence) maintaining
the place of authority as head of the house, and receiving the respect
due of the family. Second. In bearing testimsony to the world and to
the Church, that God is honoured and His Word recognized as the
guide. Third. There will be fruit unto God, in the home. in the
Church, and in the world. The first commandment with promise is,
“Honour thy fatber and thy mother, that thy days may be long in
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”

If our children are to be well pleasing to God (and this is surely
to be desired by all who are Christian parents) we cannot afford to
be half-hearted for the glory of Him — “whose we are and whom
we serve.” If our children are displeasing to God, and disobedient to
us, we are to blame. Honour God and the children will honour you,
is the royal law. ‘Children know what their father professes to be;
they see the place he takes before men; they hear his public prayers,
admonitions, and warnings, and they also know to a certainty what it
all amounts to, by what they see of him at home. If the home life
contradicts the church or world testimony, they become sceptics.
“Believe on the Lord Jesus ‘Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house,” has been given to be believed, counting upon God to grant the
desire of the heart.

(To Be Continued)
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ABOUT COUNTING THE COST
Mervyn Paul

“Give me liberty, or give me death,” cried Patrick Henry, as he
stormed against the Stamp Act, and sought to rouse the American
colonists to fight for independence. And many voung persons have
echoed that cry within their own souls when, with unwelcome living
conditions they have found themselves:

—Trapped by circumstances;

~—Hedged in by compulsive duties;

-—Thwarted, frustrated by this thing and that;

-~Yet compelled to keep on going when they long to “fly away and
be at rest” from it all (Psa. 55:6). Many a Christian, I repeat, finds
himself, herself, cornered in this way.

And many a proud spirit, striving to be self-sufficient, like Saul
of Tarsus, continues “to kick against the goads”. finding the effort
painful, hard, and unrewarding except as this expression of their
rebellion against circumstances may serve to keep their spirits from
fainting in their adversities . . . an inward conviction advising them
they simply must keep up the struggle at all costs, lest they sink down
into hopelessness, despair. - To these dear harassed Christians it seems
certain that to give up the battle could be nothing less than fatal.
The Voice that called in salvation’s day, ““Come unto Me, all ye that
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,” seems much
too impractical for all these forms of problems. And yet, THAT
BLESSED VOICE IS CALLING STILL!

* * * *

“Oh well, of course I do come to Him in prayer, and I do try to
cast my burden on the Lord. Bnt then, oh well you just wouldn’t
understand.”

I see . .. yet not too clearly because behaviour patterns and their
resultant reactions are pretty much an open book these days. More-
over I suspect that I have come over about as many humps and hollows
of emotional conflict as most ordinary folk. Still, even if it be true
that I wouldn’t understand, there are three things of vastly more
importance to consider. The first one is that, if there be such conflicts
in your life, it is an absolute proof spiritually, and psychologically,
that you do not understand vourself. 'The second is that there is One
Who understands you through and through. And it is He Who calls
you again to come to Him, to take His yoke upon you, and to learn
of Him — that is, if you honestly do desire to find rest to vour soul;
Matt. 11:28-29.

In those days when we were troubled about our sins it was none
too easy to admit to ourselves that we were utterly bankrupt sinners.
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For some of us it was a hard fight to get ourselves down, down, to the
place of admitting that we were lost, undone — “to come to an end
of ourselves.” We feared to let go altogether, for then we felt we
surely would be lost! And in a similar way it often proves every hit
as much a battle for saved sinners to get down to the facts that, in
curselves, there is no sinlessness, Roman 7:17; no goodness, verse 18;
no power to live as we should, verse 19. These commonly are called
“the three bitter lessons of Romans 7.” They are necessary lessons
for those of us who have not yet learned, in practice, our bankruptcy
. . . that we died — died — yes, DIED when Christ died on the cross:
Romans 6:3-9; 2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 2:20. For is it not a fact that most
of our conflicts grow out of five things?

-—We can’t have, or can’t get, what we want.

-—We can’t do what we want to do.

-—We can’t be what we want to be.

—We can’t go where we want to go.

—We can’t get clear of some person, or persons, who cause us trouble.

1f you can agree that this is so, then our third important considera-
tion will have to be that you — or we — have not yet understood that
people who have died do not have such concerns! Those Christians
who have learned to “reckon” themselves “dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 6:11) count
that all such concerns stayed down there in the tomb when we died
with Christ. 'Oh yes, T know that we rose again with Him; but that
was to walk in newness of life — a new kind of life altogether — a kind
of life where me and my desires do not matter at all, where nothing
matters — nothing whatever — except the will of God. But please —
oh please! — do not wring your hands and cry out in despair, “That’s
far too high ground for me!”

Neither let yourself say, “I must count the cost! I know within
myself T just never could pay the price!” Instead, ask yourself, “Was
it too great a cost for me to step out of my sins into Christ, that day
I was saved?” And tell me this: Would you care to go back (if you
could) into your former “lost estate”? Did you find you had paid an
intolerable price after the Holy Spirit had revealed to your troubled
soul both a finished work, and a Saviour who had finished that work?
If you did not, then can you suppose that to step out of your self-
centred life into the life where Christ is truly Lord will cost you more?

Oh no, Beloved! It cannot be; for He Who paid the cost of our
redemption by dying on the cross, now lives to save us by His life:
Romans 5:10. Just as the Good Samaritan, who first rescued the man
on the Jericho road, afterwards assumed the full costs of his further
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care (Luke 10:35) so, too, does the Lord Jesus make Himself re-
sponsible for those who obey the command in Romans 6:13. TFor the
word telling us to “yield ourselves unto God as those that are alive
from the dead” is a command, every bit as forceful as that relating to
Baptism . . . even as is Romans 12:1; which is exemplified in 2 Cor.
8:5, and is made good in our lives bv daily renewal; 2 Cor. 4:16 —
But what about counting the cost?

If you will read Luke 14:25-33 you will have the Lord’s answer.
In verses 25-27 He tells us bluntly that total abandonment to Himself
is the threshold leading to Discipleship, even as in Romans 6:19. Then
He gives us two illustrative parables re counting the cost.

—The man who is not able to finish his tower will surely hear
Satan’s sneers and mockery; verse 30.

—The king who essays with a small army to make war on one
twice its size, if he be not able to defeat it, surely will have to send an
embassage to the enemy seeking conditions of peace . . . And are we
not among the number, Beloved, who have heard those Satanic jeer-
ings because we have had to see, so often, our hopes of living “all for
Jesus” go glimmering? And how often, also, we have given up, and
sought conditions of peace! ... But for what reason?

Clearly the cause of such defeats is our failure to count the cost.
But then, WHAT IS THE COST?

In both parables the men were not able. Their need was that
there should be SOMEONE IN CHARGE 'WHO WAS ABLE. And
this is the cost — the only cost. We, ourselves, are not able. But HE
IS ABLE. And handing ourselves, and our all, over to Him we are
abandoning our inabilities in order to avail ourselves of His infinite
ability. Compare Josh. 5:13-15. For not in independence, but in total
dependence on the Lord, even as little children, do we begin to enter
into the meaning of Matt. 11:29. Was there ever one more wholly
. dependent on God than our 'Exemplar, the Lord Jesus, as a Man upon
earth? And was His dependence “worth while”?

Peter was a witness of the sufferings of Christ and a partaker of
“the glory (1 Peter 5:1).

Paul was a witness of the glory (Acts 22:14) and a partaker of
the sufferings (‘Col. 1:24, Phil. 3:10).

Paul’s theme is the Heavenlies.
Peter’s theme is the Wilderness.

Peter addresses the saints as ‘“‘strangers scattered”, Paul’s word
is “no more strangers” (Eph. 2:19). Up there, in Heaven, we are at
home. Down here, “strangers” we are no longer at home in the world.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

Hector Alves
“All things are ready — Come!
Come to the supper spread;
Come, rich and poor; come, old and young;
Come and be richly fed.”

Three of Albert Midlane’s hymns appear in “The Believers’ Hymn

Book” —
“Lord Jesus, Thine.”
“Revive Thy work, O Lord!” and
“Without a cloud between.”

Five are found in “The Gospel Hymn Book™. (Vancouver.) Be-
sides the above, there are in it —

“How solemn are the words.”
“Passing onward, quickly passing.”
“Salvation, oh Salvation,” and
“There’s a Friend for little children.”

The last of the above hymns was written in 1859, the year of
“The Great Revival” which swept the British Isles. It was this
children’s hymn which brought Mr. Midlane world-wide fame.

The name of Albert Midlane is cherished to this day in Newport,
Isle of Wight, where he was born, January 23, 1825. Before he died.
February 28, 1909, he had written more than 800 hymns. We quote
the following. “Unlike most authors, Mr. Midlane did not take out
a copyright for any of his hymns, and never derived any monetary
benefit therefrom. This was indeed noble of him. “Freely ye have
received, freely give,” ‘Christ ssid when He sent His disciples out to
preach.” As hymn-writing is only another form of ministry, the same
rule would apply to it, we believe. But faith is not without its testings
and trials, and after more than fifty years of close and honest attention
to business. Mr. Midlane found himself a bankrupt te the extent of
$2,500. This was through no direct fault of his, for his failure was
brought about through his having become guarantor for a friend. It
is the same old and oft-repeated story of a man smarting for becoming
surety for another’s debts. (See Prov. 6:1;17:18;22:26).

“But loval friends quickly rallied to his relief. His misfortune
became public, and Sunday School friends throughout the country
subscribed generously, with the result that Mr. Midlane was able to
pay all his creditors, and get his bankruptcy annulled; and an annuity
was secured which relieved the veteran hymn-writer and his wife of
further anxiety in this respect.”

On the morning of Feb. 11, 1909, this good man was stricken
with apoplexy, and on the last day of that month, just as the Lord’s



TRUTH and TIDINGS 239

Day was dawning, while in sleep, he quietly passed away, to be with
Christ, “above the bright blue sky.” At the laying away of the body,
those gathered sang some of his hymns; “Star of the morning, rise!”
and “One lasting, long Amen.” The service was concluded with a
number ‘of children singing “There’s a Friend for little children.” A
touch of pathos was added to the scene by the internment of a little
child, not twenty vards away, while the last verse of the childrens’ hymn
was being sung —

“There’s a crown for little children,
Above the bright blue sky —
And all who look for Jesus,
Shall wear it by and by.
A crown of brightest glory,
Which He will then bestow
On all who trust the Saviour,
And love His name below.”

The following lines were among the last penned by this author:

“What is the world to one whose hopes
Are fixed beyond the skies?
What can impede the charioteer
Just near to grasp the prize?

“Enough! One’s cup is brimming full,
All earthly struggles o’er;
Beneath the shadow of His wings,
In bliss for evermore.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. Is it right or wrong for a brother, with his family, to
seek fellowship with a company of believers meeting in a town some
distance away, when there is an assembly of saints gathered to the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the town where he lives? Is it
scriptural to pass that assembly by, and go to the more distant one?

Answer. Without any knowledge of the circumstances, it would
be difficult to give an intelligent answer to this question. However, we
can quote Scripture which ought to give guidance in the matter. In
the opening words of both the First and the Second Epistles to the
Thessalonians, we read, “Unto the church of the Thessalonians;” and
so in all of the best translations. This expression suggests to us that
the church in Thessalonica was composed of those living in that city
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