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TIDINGS

NEW ADDRESSES. The new correspondent for the Willmar, Minn. as-
sembly is: Tilfred Rierson, 620 Johanna Ave., Willmar, Minn. Phone Belmont
5-5294,

New address of the corr. for the Culver City assembly is: James Parr,
3707 Sawtelle Blvd., Los Angeles 66, Cal.,, U.S.A.

New corr. of Westbank assembly: Gordon G. Hussey, Box 73, Westbank,
B.C.

VANCOUVER, B.C. — J. Ronald and N. Crawford are having good inter-
est and attendance in the Woodland Dr. Hall.

LOUISVILLE, SASK. — The fall conference was well attended and a
time of blessing.

SAULT STE. MARIE, ONT. — Special meetings by T. Wilkie and J.
Blackwood, after the conference, were well attended but no visible fruit in con-
versions. J. Norris went to Armley, Sask. for Gospel meetings. James Clark
and E. Pears concluded meetings in Larium with some blessing. G. McKinley
had a week of ministry in the Soo.
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR
— A. W. Joyce

As this article is being written, we are drawing to the close
of 1960. Soon the greeting will be upon the lips of multi-millions of
people throughout the world, ‘A Happy New Year.”

In preaching the Gospel, we often tell the unconverted that
the Christian is the only person who truly has the right to be happy.
All the joys of te world are fleeting, and those who reject the
Saviour will soon have to bid an eternal farewell to every form
of joy and pleasure they have ever known. The joys of the Christian
are abiding and the present ones are but faint foreshadowings of
the future eternal ones. ‘At Thy right hand are pleasures forever-
more.”” We can only notice some of the many sources of happiness
which the Christian has here on earth.

THE HAPPINESS OF SALVATION. Well might Moses, the man
of God, among the last words he uttered cry: ‘‘Happy art thou,
O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord?”’
(Deut. 33:29). Great had been Israel’s salvation from Egyptian slavery.
As a redeemed people they had been brought near to God and
given a wonderful inheritance in the land of Canaan, flowing with
milk and honey. Greater still has been our salvation from the
bondage of sin and Satan which has brought us into intimate nearness
to God, by the redemptive power of the blood of Christ.

In Luke 15, amid sounds of joy and rejoicing the father joyfully
announced, “This my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost and is found. And they began to be merry.”” The prodigal had
proved to his sorrow that the supposed joys of the far country
quickly come to an end. The joy of the father’s house was a
continuous one. It had a beginning, ‘‘They began to be merry,”
but there is no record that it ever ceased. Would any of us
exchange the happiness of salvation for anything in this world?

“As I bid adieu to the world’s fancied pleasures,

You pity my weakness, alas, did you know,

The joys of salvation, that best, hidden treasure,
Would you have me forsake them? Ah never, Ah no!”

THE HAPPINESS OF RESTORATION. But one may say, “I do
appreciate the fact of salvation, but I am not enjoying it as I should.”

Could we not all confess this at some time in our Christian
experience? One may even say, ‘I am afraid I have lost all the
joy of my salvation.”” The Psalmist, David, had that experience
when sin of a very serious character came into his life. When he
covered his sin, he lost all his joy. In Psalm 32 and in Psalm 51,
he records the experience through which he passed when his heart
was broken under the sense of his guilt. Thank God, he got to know
the happiness of restoration. When he made honest confession of
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the divine command, theirs was an experience of uninterrupted joy.
When they disobeyed God, not only sin entered but sorrow entered
as well. In John 13:17, the Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “If
yve know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” Every one
of us should have a desire to search the Scriptures that we may
learn from them what God wishes us to do. However, the joy
does not come in merely knowing the commandments of the Lord
but, in obeying them.

A sister had been absenting herself from assembly meetings.
She was visited by the late Mr. David Oliver, who kindly enquired
as to the reason for her absence. The sister replied sharply, ‘“While
you folks were at meeting I was at home reading my Bible, and
what could one do better than that?’’ Mr. Oliver quietly said, “I
know something that is better than reading the Bible.”” ‘“Whatever
could be better than reading the Bible?”’ she asked. ‘‘Putting it
into practice,” was the wise reply.

THE HAPPINESS OF SUFFERING. This is one of the par-
adoxes of Scripture, but they are not actually contradictory terms.
Peter teaches us this in his first epistle 3:14 — “If ye suffer for
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror,
neither be troubled.” If someone had said to Peter, ‘It is easy
enough to talk, but how could one possibly be happy in the midst
of suffering?’’ Peter could have replied, ‘I have proved this in my
own experience and that is why I can so speak. When John and I
were shamefully beaten before the leaders of Israel for preaching
the Gospel, we ‘‘departed from the council, rejoicing that we were
counted worthy to suffer shame for His Name’’ (Acts 5:41). Similarly,
the apostle Paul lists a number of paradoxes in his experience
and in verse 10 of II Cor. 6, says, ‘As sorrowful, yet alway re-
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and
yet possessing all things.”

THE HAPPINESS OF CONFIDENCE IN GOD. Proverbs 16:20
tells us, ‘‘Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he.” Again the
Psalmist, after proving the faithfulness of God in spite of his own
failure, cried: ‘‘O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is
the man that trusteth in Him’ (Psalm 34:8). What joy and
strength it gives to the soul to remember that we have One upon
Whom we lean, Who is unchangeable and has never failed the
trusting soul. Earthly friendships may fail and cease, circumstances
may change, loved ones upon whom we have leaned for years may
be taken from us, but if we trust in Him, we can look upward and
say, “Thou, O Lord, remainest.”

Other sources of happiness will have to be left for a future
paper for the sake of space. But the foregoing thoughts may presently
suffice to look into the unknown future with confidence that it shall
be—

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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I'M SAVED — THAT'S GOOD
—@G. G. Johnston

In this series of articles it is proposed, as the Lord gives help,
to aid young Christians, and older ones too, by applying the Scriptures
to some of the practical things in daily living for God. It is
earnestly desired that these notes may encourage and strengthen
the purpose of many readers, stirring up a deeper desire in this
direction. Where it is necessary, may they result in arousing careless
consciences regarding the use of the precious life God has given
us here in which to ‘lay up treasure in heaven,”’ an opportunity that
shall never be repeated. ‘

I am supposing that you have recently been saved. What a
mercy! Do you acknowledge from your heart that you were guilty
of sinning against God, condemned already, and destined for Hell?
You answer: ‘“Yes, I do. But I see that God loved me in spite
of my sin: Christ bore my punishment at Calvary, and I know from
His Word that I shall never be lost.”” What a grand thing is
conversion to God!

The writer well remembers the day when he opened his heart
to Jesus. Though over fifty-four years have passed since then,
the scene is vivid on memory’s walls — a little bedroom at the
top of a steep stairway in my father’s house — a patient soul-winner
seeking to guide my anxious soul to the light, by the use of the
Scriptures — no light at all from several verses read and considered,
then the thought: ‘“If Christ died for sinners, then He died for me.”’
I said: “That’s it.”” The precious verse, John 3:16, didn’'t say,
“Christ died for sinners,”” but I could see that in it. How my
heart seemed about to burst! We knelt together and for the first
time I thanked God for saving my soul. I was born twice in one
house. Where were you ‘“born again?”’ Don’t fail to recall it every
day and thank God afresh.

Think of what might have been your experience. You might
have been one of the millions who have never heard the name of
Christ. Your parents might have been Mohammedans or Jews,
sincerely prejudiced against Christ. Or you might have been held
by Roman Catholic superstitions, believing that salvation during life
is an impossibility and that it may finally be possible only to a
very few who prove faithful to all that church’s ordinances, who
have accumulated plenty of merit through ‘‘good works,” and live
and die trusting in the Virgin Mary to save them. You might have
been a poor deceived Protestant, believing that you were made a
Christian when christened as a baby; or a poor careless sinner
living to gratify the lusts of the flesh and of the mind, refusing to
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think of eternity. Through ungodly influence you might have been
a blasphemer, trying to make yourself and others believe that there
is neither God nor devil, though there is abundant evidence of both.

God often reminded Israel of their previous bondages in Egypt
and of their redemption by the blood of the lamb, then of their
deliverance by His mighty power at the Red Sea. It was a salvation
all of God. The remembrance of His grace and mercy stirred up
their souls to thanksgiving and worship. Most heartily they worked
together to build the Tabernacle in the wilderness. They sang
together the song of redemption.

You may not have been long saved, yet you are not as happy
as.you were. Think back and consider what you once were. You
were a slave of the devil, a rebel against God. Your soul was as
dark as night. You are now in Christ, ‘“accepted in the Beloved,”
on the way to heaven. ‘Hell and judgment are behind you: Grace
and glory on before.”” Begin to thank and praise God for this.
Count your blessings. Forget not all His benefits. Does your joy
not return, even then? Then there must be some other cause.
Ask God sincerely to show it to you. Perhaps our next paper may
help you.

THE LORD PRESENT

I suppose we have often observed a family of children, who, in
their father’s absence, were noisy and boisterous in the extreme,
and perhaps spoke to one another in a way that was not becoming.
But no sooner does the head of the house appear than there is a
hush. Quiet at once prevails. What has made the difference? The
presence of their father — that is all.

In like manner God’s children have often a strife among them-
selves, and use language to one another that is not becoming. They
seem to forget, or they do not believe, that their heavenly Father
is present. If they were conscious that HE was in the company,
how much strife would be avoided — how many unkind words that
never would have been spoken!

When things are not running smoothly, it just needs the Lord
among us. And then what a hush there would be! To be conscious
that He is present, hearing what we have to say, and beholding
what manner of spirit we are of, would put a bridle on our lips, yea,
on our very spirit, that would go far to cause the living waters
to flow once more. This shows the great need there is for the
realized presence of God, not only at our meetings, but every day
and every hour. Let us seek that we may have at all times a
sense of the abiding presence of the Lord.
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CAN A SCENTIST BE A CHRISTIAN
IN AN ATOMIC AGE?

—C. 8. Hudson, B.Sc., Ph.D., A.C.G.I,
Farnborough

Because it will enhance the value of the following article to
young believers to know that the author is qualified to speak
as a scientist, we have prevailed upon Dr. Hudson to permit
mention of some of his degrees, and the fact that he is Deputy
Head of the Electrical Engineering Department of the Royal
Aircraft Establishment at Farnborough, and Superintendent of
the Research Division of that Department.

We live in a day in which the advances of science are household
topics. Man-made satellites circle the earth, and attempts are
being made to send rockets to the planets. The exploration of
interstellar space by radio telescope is revealing new facts and
wonders previously inaccessible to man. The most spectacular,
if not the most important, progress of recent years, has been in
the realm of nuclear physics, and it is scarcely an exaggeration
to call this period in which we are living an atomic age. But
what is the effect of these discoveries on the claims of Christianity?
It has been asserted by some that Christianity is outmoded by
science, and that thinking people do not now give it a second thought,
but can we dismiss it as simply as this? For some of us the
question posed by the title of this article is of vital importance;
it affects, however, a much wider circle, for if science has disturbed
the foundations of Christianity the non-scientist is equally involved.

Consider first what is meant by science. As I understand it,
science is the gaining of knowledge about nature by the examination
of observable facts. It makes use of the faculties of sight, hearing
and touch; the range of these faculties having been extended greatly
by the many scientific instruments which have been developed.
The data obtained are then compared and -classified; theories to
explain the data are proposed and tested by further experiment,
and so the frontiers of knowledge are slowly advanced. Science
is thus the pursuit of truth, but the limit to what is discoverable
is set by what can be observed, and beyond this the scientist can
only speculate.

This is particularly true of such matters as the origin of the
universe, and it is of interest to note that Prof. A. C. B. Lovell, in
the fifth of his Reith lectures on the ‘‘Origin of the Universe’
states, ‘“‘But when we inquire what the primeval atom was like,
and how it disintegrated, and by what means and at what time
it was created, we begin to cross the boundaries of physics into
the realm of philosophy and theology.”” Also: ‘‘As a scientist, I can-
not discuss the problem of the creation of the primeval atom, be-
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cause it precedes the moment when I can ever hope to infer from
observation the conditions which existed.”

Science can therefore only take us part of the way, it can
attempt to explain what has been created, but it is silent about
the first great cause of all; here another source of information is
needed. We can, of course, draw inferences from what we know
to be true in our own experience. For example, it is commonly
recoghized that anything which exhibits design, whether it be an
intricate piece of equipment or a work of art, must have a designer.
If this is true of the imperfect and limited things with which we
are familiar, how much more should we expect it to be true of
the universe. Again, as we examine the world and consider the
factors which make life not only tolerable but pleasant, we are
compelled to conclude that the Creator is beneficent.

Thus while it is possible by scientific methods to infer the
existence of God, the Creator, there is no known scientific means
of establishing contact with Him. If we are to find God, it must
come by some means other than by science. In fact, there is no
possibility of knowing Him unless He reveal Himself. Christianity
claims that God has done this, first in the inspired writings of the
Bible, and secondly in the unique Person of His Son Jesus Christ.
It declares that the barriers that stood in the way of man knowing
God have been removed by the redemptive work of Christ, and
that this experience of God is entered into by faith.

But how are we to determine that these claims are valid? We
can attempt to check the historical and scientific accuracy of the
Bible and assess whether it is internally self consistent. Careful
researches by many scholars and the massive results of archaeolog-
ical investigation have shown beyond doubt that in these respects
the Bible is essentially accurate. The ultimate proof is in the
realm of human experience as there is submission to the claims
of Christ. It will be found that such an experience, far from
being a restriction and a handicap, widens the horizon and makes
the world we live in a more wonderful place that it had seemed
before. Many noted scientists of this and past generations have
taken this course and have become confirmed Christians.

—Precious Seed.

VISITING THE SICK

Tenderness is essential. Enter the room very gently. Tread noiselessly.
Get near to the sufferer. Speak as softly as possible. Remember his nerves;
noise is often torture. Sympathize with his weakness, restlessness and pain.
True, you did not come to minister to his body, but enter into his symptoms
and his suffering. Avoid a professional, official or formal air. The case may
be too grave for cheerful words, but, if otherwise, let your face carry a little
sunshine into the sickroom. Be ready to kneel and pray. Go with a brother’s
heart. Take the sick man’s hand, if he can bear it. Be brief — brief in
your talk.
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THE BURNT OFFERING
—Ext.
Part 3

Before the offering was placed upon the altar, another ceremony
was appointed; it was to be flayed and divided into its parts.

1. The head, representing powers of intelligence, observation
and directive control.

2. The fat, which indicates healthfulness and vigour in the parts
to which it pertains.

3. The inwards, which typify the inward activities of thought
and feeling.

4, The legs, which denote the path practically pursued.

These various parts were carefully distinguished from each other
before they were given to the altar.

In this, again, we see the importance attached in Scripture to
a knowledge of what Christ was, while He was living and acting
here. Tt was here that He showed how all His powers inward and
outward, were wholly and always dedicated to God. Even if no
results had ever flowed to us therefrom, the living dedication of
Christ would not have lost its excellency. It was excellent in itself
apart from all its results, and, as we learn from this type, is to
be considered, not carelessly, but with minute and accurate dis-

crimination by all who would appreciate the full value of the Burnt
Offering.

We can scarcely estimate the change that took place in the
apprehension of the disciples, when first they began to think of God
as accepting them in the perfectness of the offering of Christ. Or,
to use typical language, when they became acquainted with the
fire that had fed on the perfectness of the Burnt Offering. That
fire represented the searching holiness of God. Israel had beheld
that holy fire in Egypt when it burned terribly against the Egyptians.

Peter became conscious of the presence of that holy fire, when,
astounded by the manifestation of Almighty power in Jesus, he said,
“Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”” He had not
yet learned the lesson of the Burnt Offering altar. There, indeed,
the fire was seen unchanged as to its holiness. Its relation to
everything merely human was taught in the wood which was given
to it to be consumed. But the wood was not the only thing that
was given, the Burnt Offering also was laid upon the altar; and the
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fire as it fed thereon, although still the type of holiness, became
the type of holiness placated. The coal from the altar could, after
this, touch the lips of the unclean, and it could be said, ‘Lo, this
hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy
sin purged.”

The Burnt Offering was a sweet savour of rest unto Jehovah.
The word “Rest”’, omitted in our version is important, as shewing
how much it is the object of the whole passage to keep prominently
before us, the great doctrine of SATISFACTION in connection with
this Offering.

Two things were needful in order that God might rest in His
people. First, His violated Law required a satisfaction that could
be rendered only by. death — atoning death. But His claim for
positive perfectness must be satisfied also. God could not rest in
those to whom no righteousness attached, any more than He could
rest in those whose guilt was unforgiven. Imputation of righteousness
therefore was needed, and was granted in virtue of the same great
act that gave them immunity from wrath. He Who bore in their
stead the stroke of judgment, did at the same time present for them
His own personal excellency to God. The offerer, as he beheld
the altar breathing forth towards heaven its cloud of fragrance,
saw in that fragrance something that was attributed to himself.
He learned in it the blessed truth of IMPUTATION.

How much the people of God today need that imputation! The
sin even of believers cannot frustrate the purposes of the grace of
God. The Burnt Offering altar remains what it ever was. Its
offering retains its efficacy, and in virtue thereof, the church unitedly,
and each believer individually, stands before God, not only protected
from the consequences of their failure, but is accepted according
to the excellency of Him Who has lived and has died for them.
They will enter into the presence of God, not as those who are to
be oppressed by the recollection and sense of their failure; but
as those who are to be welcomed and rejoiced over, because they
are encompassed by the results of the sacrifice and service of Another.

Our title to this blessing is not affected by the degree of our
faith, nor by the depth of our spiritual experience, nor by the
character of our service. It is given on the ground of what Christ
is, and becomes the inheritance of the believer solely because of
Him. The thief on the cross, and the jailer at Philippi, when they
believed, could have had little knowledge of their condition — little
estimate of sin — little experimental acquaintance with truth — little
appreciation of Christ and the fulness of His salvation. Yet Paul
himself, when able to say, ‘I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith,” was not more certainly
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under the efficacy of this most precious offering than were they,
from the first moment they believed. The babe that falls asleep
in Jesus, has, as regards this, the same title as an apostle; because
that title is, in either case, derived exclusively from Another.

But while we have firmly to maintain the prerogative of grace,
in giving according to its own bountifulness out of its own riches;
and have jealously to guard those blessings which are the Church’s
common heritage, we must not on that account despise such present
blessings, as are, by God’s own appointment, made dependent on
growth in the knowledge of Christ our Saviour. A knowledge that
is not necessary for acceptance may be necessary for our comfort,
and for the right direction of our service here.

When first our eye is turned believingly towards Christ our
Passover, we are quickened by the Spirit, and He begins to dwell
within us. To quicken is the work of the Spirit toward us when
we are in the world. To teach us respecting Christ, and to cause us
to appreciate the things which are freely given to us by God is
the Spirit’s work toward us when we are in the Church.

If, then, the Scriptures describe our relationship to God after we
have believed, by the type of one standing at the altar under the
full acceptance of the Ascending Offering, should we not seek to
recognize this as our position, even though it is true that we are
safe without such recognition? The priests bearing the holy fire,
and laying thereon the wood are a type of believers occupied in
the service of the sanctuary. There they learned to estimate God’s
holiness, which is as the fire, in contrast to that which is merely
natural like the wood. Should we not now desire to have an
experimental acquaintance with such things?

Yet the soul of a believer may, as regards its experience, linger
in the land of Egypt, and never know the lessons of the Tab-
ernacle. It may think of Christ as One Who delivers from coming
wrath — it may recognize the fire of divine holiness as burning
destructively against Egypt and its works — it may even appreciate
its own immunity from that wrath through the blood applied on
the door-posts and yet be a stranger to the Tabernacle. To know
the blood so sprinkled (blessed as such knowledge is) is not the
same thing as beholding it presented at the altar, and there accepted
with the offering of sweet-smelling savour. The one speaks of deliv-
erance from destruction; the other of heavenly acceptance and joy
in God. How different the place of an Israelite standing in the
dark midnight scene of Egypt's judgment, and an Israelite standing
as an accepted worshipper by the side of the altar in the Tabernacle
of God! How different the aspect of that holy fire, which on the
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night of Israel’s release, shone terribly against their foes, and the
aspect of the same holy fire when seen in the Tabernacle on the
altar of Burnt Offering!

There at the altar it could be approached — there the priests
could handle it — could consider its nature and acquaint themselves
with its character. There they could learn what it eschewed, and
on what it delighted to feed. If in Egypt they found deliverance,
in the Tabernacle they found Him Who had delivered. In thinking
of Egypt we learn what we leave; in entering the Tabernacle, we
learn whereunto we have come. New interests, new comforts, new
employments open on us when first we begin to appreciate our
place at the altar. The abiding interests of eternal life are there.

HER ONLY SON
—G@Geo. F. Pentecost

In the first year of the Civil War, a widowed mother in a Ken-
tucky town gave her only son up to her country. So great was
her love for the Union that she said to him: ‘“Go, my son; though
you are my only son and child, my joy and support, I give you
freely.”” That was a great sacrifice. Just before the regiment
started for the camp at the front, it was drawn up in line, and all
our friends came out to bid us ‘‘good-bye.” That widowed mother
stood by her son, her arms about him, all her deep mother-love
looking out of her eyes up into his face. Then the bugle sounded,
‘“Prepare to mount.”” She clung to him with a closer embrace,
when in another moment the second bugle sounded, ‘‘Mount.”” The
boy gently unclasped his mother’s arms from about his neck, and
sprang to his saddle; but the mother lay at his feet in a swoon.
Ah! it was costing her sore to part with her only son.

Some of you, perhaps, know what it cost you to give son,
husband, brother, and betrothed; but could that mother have fore-
seen what I saw a few days afterward — that only son smitten
down by the fragment of a burst shell that went crashing through
his brain, and the next moment trampled under foot by the red
iron hoof of war, as the battle surged back and forth over the spot
where he fell; could she have seen her boy, torn, mangled, bleeding,
dying, dead, and buried in a nameless grave — I doubt if she could
or would have given her only son. The cost would have been too
great.

Could the loyal mothers have foreseen all, they would have
held back the sacrifice. They gave with the chances in their favour
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that their dear ones would come back covered with glory. But
when God gave His own He knew what would be the result. He
knew that from His manger-cradle to the Cross He would be set
upon by the devil, that the very people He came to save would never
rest until they had hanged Him on the Cross. He foresaw those
hours of agony in the garden where He sweat, as it were, great
drops of blood. He foresaw the trial before Pilate, the shameful
buffeting, the cruel pillar, and the Roman lash laid over His bare
back till His holy and sinless flesh hung like ribbons there. He
foresaw the Cross, with its nails crashing through hands and feet,
the pierced side, the thorn-covered and pierced brow. Yea, and He
knew that in the bitterest hour of His sacrificial agony He must
withdraw Himself and forsake Him.

Think you not that it cost the Father something to hear that
well-beloved Son cry out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?” And why did the Father forsake His own when He was
gladly doing His will? Why? Because He was dying under the
curse of the law, in the place of sinners, and so must suffer as a
sinner, though He knew no sin. And the Father could not draw
near to help. When I think of all this, and that that Blood was
shed for the redemption of my sins, I say too — it is precious.

The Son of God paid the last farthing of our redemption price.
O my soul, and this for thee! Precious Blood! Precious Son of
God! How great was and is Thy love to sinners! Alas, alas!
that sinners should scorn and despise Thee, reject and refuse Thee.
No wonder the wicked are turned into hell with the nations that
forget God, for where else could they go who have no place in
their hearts for Thy dear love and redemption? Does it not speak
to your heart? Have you trusted in the Blood? Have you life
through His death?

HIS GLORIOUS KINGDOM

Father, O how vast the blessing,
‘When Thy Son returns again !

Then Thy saints, their rest possessing,
O’er the earth with Him shall reign.

For the fathers’ sake beloved
Israel in Thy grace restored,

Shall on earth, the curse removed,
Be the PEOPLE of the Lord.

Then shall countless myriads wearing
Robes made white in Jesus’ blood,
Palms (like rested pilgrims) bearing,
Stand before the throne of God.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 13

THEY SAY LIFE IS NOT FAIR!
—Mervyn Paul

Is it true that Life is unfair? As this New Year begins, many
Christians are convinced that it is true, especially among that large
majority whose dreams have not come to pass. Dis-illusionment
(which, sooner or later, must come to us all) has resulted in dis-
appointment; and in some cases, in deep resentment, plus murmurings
about the unfairness of it. Let me suggest a few examples — not the
actual cases, but near enough for illustration of how we may be af-
fected.

Jim decided the Lord meant him to be a doctor, so he could go to
the foreign field as a missionary. His parents being poor, he had to
earn most of his way through college, borrowing a bit to enable him
to get his degree. It was a great day when he graduated, and his
hopes were high while he interned. Then came the car accident —
and a wheel-chair for life!

Jane greatly desired to be a nurse and from her early teens
dreamed of the day when she should be capped. She did well in high
school and had just finished when polio struck her down. Bravely
she struggled through her recovery, on up to regaining the use of her
limbs, but remained slightly crippled. Today she earns her living in
a very different kind of work — one which she really does not like,
but which is all she can manage.

Jessie — dear Jessie! — She is now one of that ever growing num-
ber of sisters in the Lord known as ‘‘unclaimed treasures.” She
certainly had not expected it to be this way; but one by one her girl
friends married and she was left alone. And now she can see no
hope whatever in that direction. Her longed-for security never comes.

K. married a fine young Christian man. He was clever and after
a time began to chafe at the restricted creature-life of an obedient
child of God; and to see things only in the half-light of creature-suc-
cess. Heaven became ‘‘a happy land, far, far away’’ to him. He felt
he must strive ‘“to make good’’ at all costs. Giving his heart and mind
more and more to his endeavour to ‘‘achieve something worth while,”’
he got far away from God, left the assembly and soon became a great
trial to his young wife. But she never lost hope for him; and years
later saw him blessedly restored to the Lord. To suit the natural
mind, I ought to be able to say they “lived happily ever afterward;’’
but the truth is that illness has struck and ruined their dreams once
more — this time, permanently.

Well now, must we conclude that Life is not fair? We are begin-
ning another year; and who can tell but that your hopes, and mine,
may receive severe set-backs? Or, it may be that some of us, seeing
a most unhappy situation in the making, will pray, ‘‘O Lord, stop it!
Don’t let it happen, Lord!”’ — but (if He be not come) will be compel-
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led, before 1961 has ended, to say: ‘“The thing which I greatly feared
has come upon me’” (Job 3:25).

“But don’t you think that’'s the way Life is?”’ some philosophic
friends have asked me. ‘Life,”’ they say, ‘is full of ups and downs—
sometimes more downs than ups.” Others hold that we must not look
on the dark side. We must be optimistic. But these explanations
seem pretty lame beside such assurances from our Heavenly Father
as:

— Rom. 8:28: ‘“‘And WE KNOW that all things work together for

good to them that love God . . .”

— 2 Cor. 4:17: “For our light affliction, which is but for a mom-
ent, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory.”

— Rom. 5:3: “Tribulation”’: the fourth BLESSING of this
chapter.

You see, Beloved, when our hearts resent interferences with our
plans (WHICH WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO EXPECT!) our re-
sentments really are directed at our God. Deep down within us we
feel we have been seeking to please Him, have prayed much over our
course; and then, in the end, He has let everything go wrong! So,
fearing to blame Him directly, we let ourselves out by saying, ‘‘Life
is not fair!”’ (Voice of experience, alas!)

Now, let us go back over the cases I have described, briefly and
guardedly . . . Jim wanted to be a missionary doctor. That was his
exercise and he supposed it to be the Lord’s leading. But EXERCISE,
ALONE, IS NEVER A SCRIPTURAL FORM OF GUIDANCE. If you
think it is, read Acts 7:23, and then the rest of the story. Jim’s
education as a doctor was only PERMITTED, not DIRECTED of the
Lord; indeed, Ambition was his foremost counsellor. But the de-
velopment of his spiritual life was of vastly more importance to the
Lord than his service could have been. Hence the wheel-chair calling.

Jane has a personality problem (as I happen to know), unrealized
by herself, but fully known to her Lord. Likely, in view of the ages
to come, this is one reason He allowed her plans to be frustrated.

Dear Jessie! She longed for love, and a home, and the security
of these things. But her all-wise Heavenly Father, seeing in her
a greater need that she should find her security — her all — in Him-
self, is keeping her suitors away (Ruth 2:9, centre).

And K. and her husband — would you know ‘‘the reason why?”’
. . . Also, why He rarely answers our, ‘‘O Lord, please don’t let it
happen!” prayers? (Jer. 23:12, centre). Well, if you will ‘“‘read, mark
and inwardly digest”’ Phil. 2:13 you will have the complete answer for
all such perplexities. Then maybe you will join me in praying earn-
estly that, for whatever of 1961 the Lord may be pleased to leave us
here, we may learn much more fully TO EXPECT Him to fulfil that
verse in our lives. And then no longer will we be troubled because
Life does not seem fair.
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THE PASTOR'S SPIRIT
A Lesson from Jeremiah, (Jere. 13:15)

Jehovah’s gracious message hear, O Israel, and be not proud;

Unto the Lord give glory ere He o’er thee brings the gloomy
cloud—

Before on mountains dark ye fall and vainly from death’s
shadow call.

But if ye will not hear, my soul shall weep in secret for your

pride;

Mine eye in briny drops shall roll, my cheek be bathed from

sorrow’s tide;

Because Jehovah’s flock — my care — the captive’s bitter

lot shall share.

Thus Jeremiah warned and wept for many seeming fruitless

years,

Till scattered was the flock he kept, in spite of all his words

and tears —

Words that shall stand in that great day — tears which God’s

hand has wiped away.

"Tis well that Pastors should be sage, that guides, their
Master’s will should know
But, tenderness springs not from age, and knowledge makes
no tears to flow:
‘Tis only love that can impart a shepherd’s feelings to the
heart.

A voice to warn, a soul to weep, a faithful lip, a tearful eye,

An active hand the flock to keep, a heart that will in secret
sigh—

He must possess, who would bestow a pastor’s care on saints
below.

O for such shepherds now, to lead the “little flock’ beset
with fears!

The weak to bear, the strong to feed, and seal their work
with secret tears,

Great Shepherd, in these evil days such guides and overseers
raise.

When the Chief Shepherd shall appear each faithful watcher
to relieve,
Such for their toil and sorrow here a crown of glory shall
receive:
Each humble labour, tear, or sigh, shall shine a jewel
by-and-by.
—W.

B.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
—Hector Alves

The great Physician now is near,
The sympathizing Jesus;

He speaks the drooping heart to cheer,
Oh, hear the voice of Jesus.

This hymn was written by Dr. William Hunter, a Methodist
preacher, an editor, and a professor of Hebrew. He was born
near Ballymoney, County Antrim, Ireland, in 1811, and was brought
to New York when six years of age. Besides his work in the
above callings, he write many good hymns, one hundred and twenty-
five in all. Perhaps the most popular was the one — ‘Joyfully,
joyfully onward I move.” It is the dying song of many who
learned to sing it—

Death with thy weapons of war lay me low;
Strike, king of terrors; I fear not thy blow.
Jesus has broken the bars of the tomb,
Joyfully, joyfully haste to thy home.
Dr. Hunter passed away in Ohio in 1877 at the age of 66.
There’s a Stranger at the door;

Let . . . Him in!
He has been there oft before:
ILet ... Himin! ...

Let Him in, ere He is gone;

Let Him in, the Holy One,

Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son:

Let . .. Him in! .

This stirring gospel hymn was written by John Bush Atchinson,
a Methodist preacher who composed several good hymns. This one
was a favourite in Great Britain and much used of God during
D. L. Moody’s meetings in that land. It is related that a retired
colonel of the British Army had become concerned about his spiritual
condition, and decided to go to London to attend Moody’s meetings
there. At the conclusion of one of the evening services, as he was
about to leave he was arrested by a sweet voice in the audience
singing the words, “Let . . . Him in! . . .”> On taking the train at
Paddington Station for Bournemouth the words remained in the
' gallant soldier’s heart, and the wheels of the train seemed to repeat
in his ears the words he had heard sung so sweetly, ‘“Let ... Him
in! . . .” This resulted in his letting the Saviour in, and he was
converted to God. He went again to London and sought out the
singer whose voice had so impressed him. She was a lady of high
rank, and in the course of a few months became the wife of the
colonel.
The writer of the hymn was born at Wilson, N.Y., Feb. 18,

1840, and died July 15, 1882.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(Send all questions to Hector Alves)

Question, Will you please, through the pages of the magazine,
offer any suggestions you can, to help us keep the young people in
our assemblies. We find them drifting away from us to that which
seems to attract them more than does the place where they are. What
about clubs and hobby classes?

Answer. This is a good question and of vital interest to many of
our older brethren and sisters. We need to exercise spiritual wisdom
and prayerful consideration regarding the course to take in this mat-
ter. The answering of this question is not easy, but by the help of
God we will seek to do it at length because of its importance.

The assembly is ‘‘the house of God,” it is ‘‘a spiritual house,” so
that rules out any suggestion of ‘‘clubs,’”” ‘‘hobbies,”’ social functions,
etc. as a solution to this problem. ‘‘Hobby classes,’”’ as they are called,
have no doubt proved useful in attracting the unsaved, and getting
them under the sound of the Gospel; but the young people in the
assembly should find attraction to the house of God in more spiritual
exercises than ‘‘clubs’’ and ‘‘hobbies.”” Some say, ‘“Retain the young
at any cost.” No, a spiritual house can only be built up by spiritual
methods.

Some assemblies have what they call ‘“Young People’s Meetings,”’
convened for the purpose of interesting and keeping the young people
in the assembly together. This term is not found in the Word of God.
From observation we have noticed that such meetings lead to divided
interests in the assembly; the old and the young working apart. Such
a course is foreign to the apostles’ doctrine as well as the pattern
and example of the apostles themselves. The younger Christians re-
quire the guidance, presence, and godly counsel of the older. Our aim
should be not to try some new thing, nor to inaugurate some doings
that will cater to the whims and fancies of the immature mind, but
to continue in the things for which we have a ‘‘thus saith the Lord,”
things that have been tried and proved; things that have produced
men and women of God in the past, as well as in the present gener-
ation of the Lord’s people. Perhaps one reason why some of the
young people are drifting away from the assemblies is because they
have never been born again, and like Moab of old, their taste re-
mains in them, and their scent is not changed. No good method, and
no amount of spiritual attraction will retain in the assembly those
who are ‘‘dead in trespasses and sins.”” John the apostle writes,
‘‘“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been
of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out,
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us”
(I John 2:19).
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Before suggesting a remedy we will mention some causes of de-
fection on the part of the young people today. Many have not had a
revelation to their souls of what it means to be gathered unto the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They could scarcely give a scriptural
answer if they were asked why they are in the fellowship of those so
gathered together. Another reason why some leave is because older
brethren in the assembly monopolize the time in most of the meet-
ings, to the exclusion of the younger men. Also, much of the minis-
try given is too deep, and sometimes too dry to find any response in
the hearts of the young in Christ. Then again, when a young brother
does open his mouth he is criticised for his theology. When he asks
a question in the Bible Class he is snapped at, or ignored altogether.
These things are bound to drive away our young people. To a great
extent the assembly is just what the leaders in it are in themselves.

To keep the young people in the assembly and going on for God,
we suggest the following:

1. Good, godly home training will go a long way in instilling into
the heart of the young believer the high dignity of the house of God.
The Christian’s house, and God’s house are closely associated in the
developing of spiritual character in the young convert. It is said of
Timothy that the faith which Paul saw in him dwelt first in his grand-
mother Lois, and in his mother Eunice. This we have seen again and
again in our day, the result of the home training and example shining
out in the young believer.

2. Elder brethren should see that the young people get plenty to
do. There is work for all in the assembly, each in his or her own
sphere. ‘“He gave to every man his work’ (Mark 13:34).

3. Have good weekly Bible Readings, where encouragement is
given to the younger brethren to ask questions and make them feel
that they are an integral part of the Bible Class.

4. Give young brethren plenty of opportunity to take part on
Lord’s Day mornings, and in all meetings where the Holy Spirit may
so lead. Monopoly by older brethren is a discouragement to all pres-
ent.

5. See to it that young brethren get an opportunity to give their
testimony in the Gospel Meeting from time to time, and also en-
courage them, without flattery, when they take part in preaching the
gospel.

6. Open Air Meetings have proved to be one of the spheres for
the energy and exercise of the young believer. There, gift is developed
and opportunity given to some who would shrink from getting up to
speak indoors.
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7. Lack of teaching is one of the chief reasons why some of the
most promising amongst our young people leave the assembly and go
elsewhere. They need to be grounded in church truths so that they
will have an intelligent understanding of what it means to be gathered
to the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘“‘Purgatives’’ may be required
occasionally, but the young cannot live on that sort of ministry, they
require to be fed, not scolded all the time. We have heard the ex-
pression, ‘‘Tether them by the teeth.” That is, see that there is al-
ways ‘“food convenient,”’ the ‘‘sincere milk of the Word,” so that the
young may grow thereby. When a traveller finds a good restaurant,
a place where he is given good food for his physical requirements,
he continues to patronize that place, and does not require to go else-
where, trying out other restaurants.

8. Brethren, take good care of the lambs of the flock, so that
they will say, ‘“Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and
the place where Thine honour dwelleth’’ (Psa. 26:8).

Question. I would like to submit the following question to your
“‘Questions and Answers Column’’ in Truth and Tidings. After consid-
ering the exhortations given in Rom. 13:1-2, Titus 3:1, I Peter 2:13-14,
would you say that the incident recorded in Daniel 3, in which the
three Jews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were delivered from
the fiery furnace, is sufficient reason for a Christian to assume that
the Lord will honour him in certain conditions (any condition) when
he refuses to be subject to the definitely established ordinances of
men, even though these might curtail his activities in the things of
the Lord?

Answer. ‘““The powers that be are ordained of God’’ (Rom. 13:1);
and the portions of Scripture referred to in this question clearly set
forth the responsibility of the child of God to kings, magistrates, gov-
ernors, etc. “Let every soul be subject (in subjection to R.V.) the
higher powers.” We are to ‘“Fear God. Honour the king” (I Peter
2:17). On the other hand, we read also, ‘“We ought to obey God rather
than men’’ (Acts 5:29). There is no contradiction in these portions of
the Scriptures. When obedience to the ‘‘established ordinances of
men’’ hinders our obedience to the Word of God, the course to take
is made quite plain for us. Obedience to the Word of God, no matter
what the consequence may be, is a principle laid down in the Holy
Scriptures, and deliverance will follow.

The Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah, and Puah, refused to obey the
king of Egypt when he commanded them that all male infants were
to be killed. The result of this was that Moses was raised up to be a
deliverer of His people. Moreover, ‘‘Therefore God dealt well with the
midwives . . . And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God,
that he made them houses’” (Exodus 1:20,21). In a later day, ‘‘Moses
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refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Heb. 11:24);
God honoured him in this, and his name is great among the Jews to
this day. In Esther 3:2 we read that king Ahasuerus commanded
that reverence be done to Haman the Agagite; but we read in the
same verse, ‘‘Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.”” Then in
chapter 8, verse 15, we find Mordecai coming ‘‘out from the presence
of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown
of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of
Shushan rejoiced and was glad.” When we come to this dispensation
we find Peter and John saying to the council, ‘“Whether it be right in
the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye”
(Acts 4:19). The result was, ‘‘Being let go, they went to their own
company’’ (verse 23).

Long ago God said, ‘‘Them that honour Me I will honour” (I Sam.
2:30). These words are as true, and as good today as the day when
they were uttered.” ‘I am the Lord, I change not.” Yes, the Lord
can, and will honour and deliver His own in ‘‘any condition,” when
there is obedience to His Word, and implicit faith in His power to
deliver.

HOMECALL OF BROTHER FRANK PIZZULLI

Brother Frank Pizzulli has been called home after an illness of 19 months.
He was born in October 1909, born again in December 1924 and went home
on Nov. 26th. Frank’s parents commenced the Long Branch Assembly in
their home. In this small beginning, he laboured actively in Sunday school
work. He was commended in 1938 to the work of the Lord and laboured in
tent work with brethren Rosania and Carboni. He won many children to
Christ, including two of his own. He sang hymns the last three nights, one
of which was, “I have Christ, what want I more.” The funeral was so large
the hall was not able to contain the company. The Word of God was fitly
spoken by Wm. Ferguson and (C. Patrizio. Among the many who paid their
respects were school teachers and school principals of Long Branch, N.J.,
where he lived.

WE ARE COMPELLED TO BELIEVE IN MYSTERIES

Two travellers went to hear a sermon. After they returned to their
hotel, they said that the preacher did not appeal to their reason, and they
would not believe anything they could not reason out. An old man who was
sitting near remarked, “You will not believe anything you cannot reason
out. As I came to this place on the train, I noticed sheep, cattle, swine and
geese feeding in the same field. Now, can you tell me by what process that
same grass is turned into wool, hair, bristles and feathers?”

“No, we don’t understand that.”

“Do you believe it is a fact?”

“Oh yes, it is a fact.”

“But,” said the old man, “I thought you said you would not believe
anything you could not reason out!”



KITCHENER, ONT. — We had appreciated visits from D. Calderhead,
L. McBain, G. McKinley and E. Pears. The first three brethren, also E.
Doherty and W. Warke, also gave helpful and appreciated ministry at Pall
Mall assembly, London. Gospel meetings are expected in Pall Mall at the
beginning of the year by R. Boyle and J. Gray.

TORONTO, ONT. — The meetings in Pape Ave. were very well attended
by the Lord’s people and some strangers professed to be saved.

CRAPAUD, P.EI. — When Arnold Gratton had to return, Robert Mec-
Ilwaine was joined by D. Howard with encouraging crowds to hear the Gospel
and some interested. Two have professed.

SOLON, N.S. — J. McCracken and D. Petherick have obtained a building
and are getting the unsaved under the sound of the Gospel.

YORK, N.Y. — L. E. McBain and J. Smith saw a little blessing in meet-
ings here.

DETROIT, MICH. — The West Chicago Blvd. conference was largely
attended with blessing and profit in the ministry. Fourteen of the Lord’s
servants were present.

WATERBURY, CONN. — We had a good conference this year which was
larger than usual and the ministry was helpful and encouraging.

ONTARIO, WIS. — The conferences here and at Omaha were very good.
The meetings at Thanksgiving at Garnavillo, Ia. were large. Four ministered
the Word. C. Yost continues at Bloomfield, Wis., also L. Brandt and H. Wahls
at Waukon, Ia. with some interest. S. Hamilton had a week in Larium, Mich.,
then at Grandview and is now in Avoca, Minn., preaching to saved and un-
saved. P. Elliott and B. Orr had meetings in a school-house near Kamar, Ia,,
and hoped to get a place in which to preach in Webster City. Eric McCullough
is preaching the Gospel in Stout. L. DeBuhr has gone to Valley City, N.D.
for meetings.

ELGIN, ILL. — Brother L. W. Gabler writes that for 45 years he has
sent tracts freely to those who will distribute them carefully and prayerfully.
His address is: 617 Laurel St., Elgin, Ill.

OTHER LANDS

DUNEDIN, NEW ZEALAND — “The visit of our brother, Hector Alves”
to these parts, has proved to be a blessing. Meetings in the Mailer St. Gospel
Hall have been exceptionally well attended; many came from outside points
and from the sects. Ministry on church truth has edified the saints. At
Henley, many came from neighboring assemblies, and elementary truths
helpful to the young were given.” He went on to Invercargill and Timaru.

BELFAST, NI. — T. Campbell and H. Paisley are having well attended
meetings in Ebenezer Hall and a good number of young men have professed.
F. Knox and Dr. Emerson have seen some blessing in Windsor Hall. In Rath-
friland, A. McShane and Lyttle have had large numbers attending their meet-
ings. Brother Hull is at Ballygigan and Brother Cooke is having good ministry
meetings in Harryville. E. Allen and Nesbitt have an interest in Ballykeel.
John ’{)‘Pomrpson has laboured faithfully in Martary and has helped the little
assembly.

WITH CHRIST

TORONTO, ONT. — On Nov. 14, Mrs. Henry Fletcher went home to be
with the Lord Whom she loved and served. Nee Agnes C. Renwick (her
mother was the daughter of John Rae, pioneer preacher of Manitoba and
the prairies), she was born in Brandon, Man. Donald Ross, when visiting her
parents, often took her as a child upon his knee and gave her pennies.
She was awakened through the truth of the coming again of Christ and saved
while not quite eight. Her parents moved to Galt, Ont., where later she was
received into the assembly. In 1920 she was commended to the work in Ven-
ezuela and left with Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Johnston to marry Henry Fletcher.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BOUND VOLUMES

To the many of our readers who have sent in their subsecriptions for
1961, we wish to express our thanks. As we cannot reply individually, we wish
to thank all those who have encouraged us by their expressions of appreciation
for the magazine and the help which they have received from the written
ministry. We would remind those who have overlooked renewing, to do so
as soon as possible. Please have U.S.A. Postal Orders marked in both Can-
adian and U.S.A. funds, as otherwise they cannot be cashed in Canada. Make
all orders, and cheques, payable to “Truth and Tidings” and address 1 North
Park Drive, Toronto 15, Ont., Canada. To help those in Sterling areas, we
are keeping the price of single copies, and up to four, at 10 shillings, parcels
of five or more to one address at 7 shillings.

We have prepared a larger number of 1960 volumes than ever before.
These are very attractively bound, conveniently indexed for contents, and
would make a fine gift. We also have a limited number of 1959 volumes. The
price remains at $3.00 per volume, post paid.

TIDINGS

NEW ADDRESSES: Edward Doherty (Cuba), 283 Midland Ave., Midland,
Ont.; G. B. McQuillan (Africa), ¢/o G. Corbett, Tullyinkesay, Castledawson
P.O., Co. Derry, N. Ireland. (We regret the delay in this insertion.)

Correspondent for the Highfield Road Assembly, Toronto — Charles
Warner, Fairport Beach, Pickering, Ontario.

VANCOUVER, B.C. — In the recent meetings in Woodland Drive by J.
Ronald and N. Crawford, several professed to be saved.

DESERONTO, ONT. — G. P. Taylor had two weeks of ministry using his
chart on “The Church and Churches of God” with good interest.

NIAGARA FALLS, ONT. — Please note change of meeting time. B. of B.
10 a.m., S.S. and Bible Class, 12:15, Gospel at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, prayer and
ministry.

CHARLTON, ONT. — E. Doherty has been visiting the four assemblies in

this area and purposed returning in the New Year for Gospel meetings in
Englehart.

CROW LAKE, ONT. — T. Kember and Murray McLeod had eight weeks
in this new place. They expected to return in the New Year.
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PSALM 50
—A. W. Joyce

Psalm 50 is the first of the “Psalms of Asaph,” of which there
are twelve. Likely he did not write them all, for in I Chron. 16:7 we
read, “David delivered first this Psalm . . . into the hand of Asaph
and his brethren.” It may be that Asaph composed music for this
Psalm as he was a musician. However, 2 Chron. 29:20 indicates that
Asaph wrote some Psalms for we read, that Hezekiah commanded
the Levites ‘‘to sing praise unto the Lord with the words of David,
and of Asaph the seer.”

The Psalms are not written TO us for they are primarily con-
cerned with the Lord and Israel, but all the Psalms are written FOR
us, see Romans 15:4. The great subject of the Psalms is Christ
(Luke 24:44), in His sufferings and in the glory of His coming king-
dom. While Psalm 50 points onward to a future day when Christ will
“judge His people’”’ (verse 4) and condemn the wicked (verses 16-22),
we may draw much practical help from it for our present need. ‘“We
suck the honey from Israel’s flowers, yet leave the flowers intact.”

The opening words of this wonderful Psalm bring before us a three-
fold title of God, (as students of the Hebrew language agree) — El,
Elohim, and Jehovah. We may learn from this, and the words that
follow, the greatness of God. ‘“The mighty God, even the Lord, hath
spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going
down thereof.”” Here we have:

Verse 1. THE POWER OF HIS VOICE. God hath spoken. There
are two great voices that are heard all over the world, from the ris-
ing of the sun to the going down thereof. We learn more particularly
of these two mighty voices in Psalm 19. ‘‘The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handiwork. Day unto
day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge . .
their words (goeth) to the end of the world.”” This is The Lord’s voice
in CREATION. Gazing upon the wonders of it, surely, as the Psalmist
said elsewhere, ‘‘The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.”

Then in verse 7 of Psalm 19, we read, ‘“The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-
ing wise the simple’ etc. This is the Lord’s voice in REVELATION—
the Bible.

Verse 2, we have THE PLACE OF HIS CHOICE. “Out of Zion,
the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.” Why did God shine forth
the light of His glory and presence from Zion? Simply because Zion,
or Jerusalem, was the place where God had chosen to put His name.
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There, God commanded the Temple to be built. There, God dwelled
in the midst of the people of Israel. There, all the tribes of Israel from
Beer-sheba to Dan gathered to offer sacrifice, worship and praise
to God. ‘Jerusalem .. . whither the tribes go up, the tribes of
the Lord unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the Name
of the Lord” (Psalm 122:4). From the holiest of all in the temple,
the shekinah glory of God radiated, so that the intelligent Israelite
prayed: ‘‘Thou that dwellest between the cherubim, shine forth”
(Psalm 80:1). To draw Israel away from the centre of God’s
choosing was a sin that God would not forgive or forget. Jeroboam
did this from self-seeking motives and was tagged by God down

through the years: ‘‘Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel
to sin.”

Has God chosen the place of His people’s gathering in this dis-
pensation? Most assuredly He has. ‘“For where two or three are
gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them,”
said the Lord Jesus in Matt. 18:20. God has not left His people in
doubt and uncertainty, to ‘“‘go to the church of their fathers’’ or to go to
the church of their choice, or even to ‘“go to a church with a saved
Pastor who preaches the Gospel.” This brings us to:

Verse 5, THE PURPOSE OF HIS REDEMPTION. ‘Gather My
saints together unfo Me; those that have made a convenant with Me
by sacrifice.”” We may speak of this as an Old Testament definition
of a saint: ‘‘One who has made a covenant with God by sacrifice.”
As a nation, Israel was redeemed to God in the land of Egypt on the
night when they sacrificed the Passover lamb and applied the blood
to the doors of their houses. They were then redeemed by the power
of God from Egypt altogether, then, and then only, as a redeemed
and separated people in the wilderness, God commanded, ‘“‘Let them
make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them’ (Ex. 25:8).
All the subsequent dealings of God with Israel were based upon re-
demption. On Mount Sinai, God gave minute instructions and a divine
pattern for the building of the sanctuary as a dwelling place for Him-
self. In the New Testament, we have the divine pattern for the
foundation, gathering and functioning of churches or assemblies ac-
cording to His mind. The exercised child of God, thinking of the im-
mense price of his redemption will ask, ‘“Lord, what wilt Thou have
me to do?” By the reading of the Word of God, under the guidance of
the Spirit of God, he will be led to the place of God’s choosing, where
the Lord Jesus is given by the world the place of rejection and re-
proach. The believer’'s response will be: ‘“Let us go forth therefore
UNTO HIM, without the camp, bearing His reproach’” (Heb. 13:13).

From verse 7, we have God reproving Israel because of their
lack of understanding of the character of true worship. When God
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does not have the heart-affection of His people, He does not want their
gifts and sacrifices. There must be a loving heart and a willing mind
to make any sacrifice acceptable to God. Giving as a painful neces-
sity or even as a necessary duty brings no joy to the heart of God.
We are now introduced to THE PLENITUDE OF HIS WEALTH.
“Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills’’ (verse 10). The Lord is the Creator and the Possessor of ALL
THINGS. He does not need our paltry gifts. It is only His grace that
condescends to receive anything from our hands. When David ‘‘pre-
pared with all his might’’ for the temple and gave in gold and silver
what must have amounted to over a billion of dollars he said to the
Lord, “Of Thine Own have we given Thee.”” He seemed to feel that
he was only giving back to God a little of what he had first received
from Him. ‘“The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”” Was this one of the
reasons why the Lord loved David so much?

What a great encouragement it is for the child of God, when in
great need, to remember that ‘He holdeth the wealth of the world in
His hands.” How often two Scriptures have been blended as the
needy saint has come to His God and Father reminding Him that,
“The silver and the gold is Thine, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills.”

‘“We are coming to a King,
Large petitions we may bring,
For His love and power is such,
We can never ask too much.”

Which brings us to:

Verse 15, THE PROMISE OF HIS GRACE: ‘“‘Call upon Me in the
day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.”” What
a wonderful promise this is! First, it is an encouragement to the
backslider to return. Taking it with what goes before, it is as if God
said, “If you will return to Me, and give Me the place in your life that
is due to Me, I will put a cheque in your hand that will cover every
possible exigency, which may arise in your future life.” ‘“In the
day of trouble,”’” whatever that trouble may be, personal, home, as-
sembly, financial, spiritual — whatever it may be, just CALL UPON
ME.

Now we have the promise, ‘I will deliver thee.”” The Lord does not
tell us HOW he will do this; that we must leave to Him. God may de-
liver His child out of the trouble altogether. Or, He may deliver His
child by bringing him safely through the trouble, as He delivered the
three Hebrew youths by bringing them through the fire unharmed,
and Daniel through the den of lions.
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Then we have the result, ‘“And thou shalt glorify Me.”” Surely God
was glorified in the two great deliverances to which we have just re-
ferred.

Summing up verse 15 we have, The Exhortation — Call upon Me,
The Time — In the day of trouble, The Promise, — I will deliver thee,
and The Result — God is glorified.

In the closing verse of the Psalm we have:

THE PRAISE OF HIS PEOPLE. The Lord Jesus said at the close
of His life here below, ‘I have glorified Thee on the earth.”” This was
the first purpose of His coming into the world. Man was created and
formed at the beginning for God’s glory, but how miserably he failed
to glorify God. When God redeemed man from his sin, he made it
possible for the very ones who had dishonoured God by their sins, to
glorify Him in their redeemed lives. Not only can we glorify Him in
our deliverance from trouble as we have noticed in verse 15, but we
can glorify Him in our praise. “Whoso OFFERETH PRAISE glori-
fieth Me”’ (verse 23). Certainly this is within the reach of the youngest
or least gifted believer — to offer praise. When we think of all we
have in Christ, our hearts should be sending up to God a constant
stream of praise, thanksgiving and gratitude. ‘‘What more befits the
tongues, soon to lead the eternal songs, while heaven the note pro-
longs, PRAISE, BRETHREN, PRAISE.”

Alas that so oftentimes we exhibit rather a murmuring, discon-
tented spirit. May the Lord deliver us from this. The heart of Christ,
as the perfect servant here on earth was ever filled with praise, and
so also in resurrection (Heb. 2:12). In Psalm 22, after telling of the
sufferings of the cross, the writer exhorts, “Ye that fear the Lord
praise Him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify Him.” O that we might
praise our God more, when alone with Him and in our family wor-
ship. Dear brother, are you excercised continually about giving praise
to God in the assembly, at the ‘‘breaking of bread” and at the
prayer-meeting? May the Holy Spirit stir us up to give to God the
praise of our hearts and thus glorify Him.

VENEZUELA, S.A. — About 250 children gathered in Puerto C. for the
annual “treat”. The hall was packed and excellent order prevailed while W.
Williams spoke to the children and S. Saword to the adults. In spite of oppo-
sition 1960 was a good year. Three new halls have been built and opened
free of debt. Another assembly was formed in San Juan two weeks ago.
N. Thompson and 'W. Williams had very encouraging meetings at Valle Seco,
where a large number professed and it is hoped soon to form an assembly.
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M GROWING — THAT'S BETTER
—G. G. Johnston

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ,”” (2 Peter 3:18).

The birth of a child is a happy event, but that joy would be short
lived if it was soon evident that there was no growth. Our Heavenly
Father is deeply concerned about the growth of His children. He is
more observant than any earthly father, and with tender affection
broods over even the most isolated of His little ones, all for their
good. He sends the north wind of adversity, then the south wind of
favour, all to develop and strengthen His own and produce what will
delight His heart, (Song of Solomon 4:16). Whether we are conscious
of it, or not, He is constantly near to His own, longing for and en-
couraging a growth in us that will thrill His loving heart.

No earthly father expects his newly born son to be able to share
with him in the affairs of life — his problems in business, his suc-
cesses. But from the day his child is born he has dreams of the time
when his son will have attained to the capacity of full manhood. He
is willing to spend for his food and clothing, his doctoring, his educa-
tion not merely because he is obliged to, but in view of his boy’s de-
velopment. What chagrin when, because of indolence, rebellion, or
other cause, that father is made to feel that all his loving bestowals
have been spent upon his son in vain. The son has squandered all the
kindness showered upon him by his loving parents.

A normal child wants to grow big, longs for increased intelligence.
His endless questions manifest this. He insists in asking, ‘“What is this
for?”’ “Why this? Why that?”’ He tries to do things without knowing
how, and gets hurt. He wanders away from home in quest of what
may be beyond his little circle. He is encouraged to eat his vege-
tables though he dislikes them, because his mother tells him they will
make him big like his Daddy.

As in the normal development of a natural life, so it is in the
growth of the soul. The first desire of a newborn babe is usually for
food. And that cry is as often repeated as the need occurs. At fre-
quent intervals the mother must comply; or she ‘“‘will hear about it.”
If the child continues to enjoy good health through life not a day will
pass without partaking of some form of nourishment for the body. A
serious sensation we call ‘hunger’ demands it.

With what zest we drank in the ‘‘sincere milk of the Word” in
those early days after conversion! Some of us received little from
others then, being situated where there were no Bible readings or
ministry meetings. But what a treasure we found in the Bible! We
just drank and drank of that pure milk. John 3:16, John 5:24 and
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Romans 5:1. “I’ll never be in hell. Praise the Lord.” They that
gladly received His word were baptized (Acts 2:42). ‘“Yes, I want to
be baptized too. Anything, everything for my blessed Lord.” Did we
grow? We may have been as unconscious of it as is a child about his
body, but others saw it.

They who are but babies in Christ do well to establish a set of
rules for reading All the Holy Scriptures, chapter by chapter. Use a
book-mark to keep the place. Feed your soul upon it in the morning.
It is as important to your soul as is your breakfast to your body. Why
starve and pine all day? Begin with the New Testament. Give your-
self time to digest (meditate upon) at least a verse or two. Get an-
other ‘‘feed’’ at night. You may not sense it, but others will see that
you are growing.

Where did you read today? What verse spoke to your soul as
the voice of your Heavenly Father? Did He show you something new?
Then rejoice over it. Did He chide you for some failure? Confess it
and He will surely forgive you, (I John 1:9), and give you back your
joy. You don’t understand how food nourishes our bodies, but it does.
Pray for more light and He will give it. Neglect your Bible and
you will starve spiritually. You will become weaker and weaker
until you are carried away by some ‘‘wind of doctrine,” or by some
evil temptation in which you will dishonour the Lord you love. Keep
near to Him.

PSALM 119
(Extract from a recent letter)

“I enjoyed what the Psalmist said of God in Psalm 119. Verse
57, “Thou art my portion, O Lord.” Verse 68, ‘“Thou art good and
doest good.” A good God could only do good. Verse 151, ‘““Thou
art near, O Lord.” In the previous verse the enemies were drawing
near, but when God is near to help and bless, all is well. Verse
114, ““Thou art my hiding place and my shield.”

“My never failing treasury filled,
With boundless stores of grace.”

In contrast, he says, (verse 19) “I am a stranger in the earth.”
Verse 141, “I am small and despised.”

May God help us to live loosely to earth, with our minds on
things eternal. The world is getting into the hearts and homes
of many of the Lord’s people. One assembly has fourteen T.V.
sets in the homes. Oh for men raised up of God to “Cry aloud
and spare not, to show my people their sins.” David said, ‘“Turn
away my eyes from beholding vanity,” and again, ‘“Open Thou
mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.”

God has still His faithful ones and all such will be rewarded
“in that day.” —James Storey, N. Ireland.
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THE FIRST FISH
—William Williams

““Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that
first cometh up”’ Matt. 17:27. To obey this command required faith on
Peter’s part. Naturally he would have reasoned as a fisherman that
it was not the right time to fish; and who ever heard of money being
in a fish’s mouth? But faith triumphed, as it always will when we
obey the Lord’s command and do not follow our own natural reason-
ings. Not only had Peter to believe, he had to act — ““Go thou.”” Fish
will never be caught without activity. @ Some people would like to
catch fish while sitting in an armchair with a Young’s Concordance.
We heard the preachers speaking about ‘‘concordance sermons’’ at the
Cleveland conference. This practice is catchy, concocted and con-
tagious. But what shall we say of the would-be soul-winner who goes
to the concordance to get his points?

First Peter had to use faith, then his feet, and now he has to
use a hook. The right size of the hook is very important as every
angler knows. Had Peter used a hook that would catch a hundred-
pound fish he would have missed his catch. Peter used his sixth
sense — sanctified common sense, and threw in the hook.

It is pitiful to hear some brethren addressing children with lang-
uage which is suitable for hardened sinners; telling them that they
are going straight to hell unless they repent. Jesus never spoke thus
to little boys and girls. He did say, ‘‘Suffer the little children to come
unto Me.”” His word was ‘“‘come.” Then again we have heard
would-be fishers use such fancy nickel-plated hooks with such lovely
plumes that the ordinary fish are nonplussed. The simple hook and the
natural fish-worm will interest and catch most fish.

Now Peter had to take the first fish. This was the one with the
money in its mouth. We can see Peter, as the fish comes wriggling
to the shore, put out his brawny hand and catch it by the head, open
its mouth and find there, sure enough, the stater, a silver coin equal to
two of the forementioned drachmas and so was the exact sum re-
quired for both.

This business of the first fish is suggestive. We wonder how
many of us have caught the ‘‘first fish.”” Andrew soon caught his
first fish in the person of Peter, his brother. It may have only ap-
peared to him that he had caught a sardine; but sure enough, on the
day of Pentecost, Peter had grown to be a great fish. The Samadritan
also caught her first fish and lost no time in bringing a number of
those sinful men to the satisfying Saviour.



28 TRUTH and TIDINGS

We are afraid that many who glory in being ‘‘gathered to the
Name’’ have never won a soul for Christ. Of no one can they say,
‘“My genuine son in the faith.”” Sad it is to see the saints with so
much zeal for what they call ‘“‘the truth” but with so little de-
sire to follow the Lord’s command, ‘‘Ye shall be My witnesses,”” and
““ambassadors for Christ.”” The Christian who does not go in for
soul winning is losing the best of the Christian life. ‘He that winneth
souls is wise.”

HID BEHIND THE PICTURE

A Christian worker, passing along a busy street in Glasgow,
noticed a crowd around a shop door. Pausing, he found that a sale
of pictures was going on. The auctioneer raised a valuable picture
so that all could see it. When he got it into the proper position,
he began to describe it to his audience, engaging their attention
with all its beauties. So highly did he extol the worth of the picture
that every eye was fixed upon it. ‘‘And yet,” added the Christian
worker, in telling the incident, ‘“I never saw the speaker: he was
hid behind the picture he was showing.”” That is just how it ought
to be with all who speak of Christ. They must be content to hide
themselves, if they want to attract the souls of their hearers to
Christ Himself. That is just what every true servant of the Lord
should make his aim.

One who served the Lord and testified well of Him, could say,
‘“‘He must increase, but I must decrease.”” Another faithful servant
said, ‘“We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and
ourselves your servants, for Jesus sake.”” This is the spirit of true
service. To hold up Christ, to exalt the Lamb of God, is the sort
of preaching and teaching that God honours in the salvation of the lost.

Many a wise and gifted preacher is passed by, and the lowly
servant is made the chosen instrument, because he makes every-
thing of Christ, and hides himself behind the Cross. But it is not
in preaching that the habit of hiding self is acquired; it cannot be
“put on.” It has to be learned before the Cross, and by the study
of Him Who ‘made Himself of no reputation.”” We need ‘‘the
mind of Christ.”

‘““God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no
flesh should glory in His presence.’”’
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THE BURNT OFFERING
—Euxt.

Part 4

I have already said that the appreciation of the offerings is
not necessary to our acceptance. Nevertheless, none that desire
to advance in the knowledge of Christ will despise that typical
unfolding of the riches of redemption which the book of Leviticus
supplies. We ought to estimate Christ as there typified; we ought
to apprehend His various relations to God and to ourselves as they
are there shadowed. We should desire to be able to say of each
particular type, that it had been verified, more or less, in the
apprehensions of our souls. In this way, Leviticus becomes a most
useful test, whereby to prove our spiritual experience.

Our experience falls short of that which it might be, just in
proportion as it fails to realize the manifold relations of the one
great Sacrifice here typically indicated. Such falling short in our
experience does not take from us the gift of salvation, for that
is of grace through faith; yet, although not less secure, we are less
happy — less able to serve God. He might be very sure of having
attained maturity in the knowledge of Christ, who could say that the
experience of his heart accorded with the types of this holy book.
But who amongst us will pretend to this? Are not our attempts
even to sketch what these types are, mere feebleness? Nor should
we have courage to attempt it, if God made us offenders for a
word, or if He despised the day of small things.

But there is yet another relation of the altar of Burnt-offering;
it is the place at which we may ourselves serve. The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ which has given us acceptance, has not shut
us out from that which He considered, whilst here, His peculiar
joy — the service of God. Therefore He has consecrated an altar
for us, and left it for the place of our service, and for our gifts.
The object indeed for which the Lord Jesus served, was essentially
different from any that can be proposed for us. For He served
in order that He might redeem. In life, and in death, He acted
and suffered only as the Redeemer; but none of us can redeem
our brother, nor give unto God ‘“‘a ransom for him.” Moreover His
service was in itself perfect, and was accepted in its own intrinsic
excellency; whereas ours, being imperfect, can only be accepted
through Him. Nevertheless, we through Him draw nigh to serve
the same God.

He gave us an example that we should follow His st.eps. If He
found in devotedness to God the spring of His joys in a world
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which was to Him, otherwise, as the valley of the shadow of death;
a path of similar character is, through His grace, opened to us.
We too may render the powers of our being unto God. We too may
spend upon others, and not upon ourselves. We too may receive
the approbation and praise of God — His approbation here — His
praise in the day of the glory of Jesus. It was a small thing for the
Philippians to part with a little of their worldly goods in order to
relieve the need of an apostle of God, yet how is this their gift
spoken of in the Scripture? It is spoken of as ‘“‘an odour of a sweet
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.”” The value of
Christ was reckoned to it; it ascended in the value of the Offering
that had been burned on the Burnt-offering altar.

Who then would not desire to serve such a God — to serve on
such terms as these? This is the true way of learning to deny
ourselves. It is comparatively a light thing to lose our lives in this
world, if we gain these employments, and these compensating joys
in the Tabernacle of God. Self-denial, as self-denial, must necessarily
be painful; but when accompanied by the happy consciousness of
accepted service, the pain is counter-balanced; or rather, cummuted
into joy. The self-devised austerity of asceticism has no element in
common with this. It knows nothing of the altar of Burnt-offering,
nothing of the happy liberty of the service of Christ.

When the soul even feebly apprehends these things, it cannot
but desire to dwell in this Tabernacle, and to serve at this altar.
“Blessed are they that dwell in Thy courts: they shall be still
praising Thee.”” ‘I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.”’

Nevertheless we must be pf‘epared to learn in the Tabernacle
many a humbling lesson respecting our own incapacities, and our
want of thorough devotedness to God. Humiliation will be one
result of every right attempt to serve Him fully. Yet, this will
only enhance our sense of the excellency of the service of Him Who
served, and Who died at that altar for us. We shall the more
gladly lay our hands on the head of that holy Victim, and bless
God for that wondrous provision of His grace that has made its
excellency ours. We shall meditate with the more joy on that
coming hour, when the great manifested proof of our having been
accepted in the value of the great offering will be given. It will
be given, by our receiving in attestation of its preciousness, a
change — such a change as shall leave in us nothing that is wealk,
nothing that is unworthy. It shall give us new powers of being, to
know as we are known, and to love, and to serve perfectly. Then
only shall we fully understand the results of the Burnt-offering hav-
ing been accepted for us.
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THE FIRST GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
—Harold 8. Paisley

“Where art Thou?’’ Gen. 3:9 “Where is He?”’ Matt. 2:2

These two great questions confront us at the very openings of
the two parts of the Bible. The first was asked at the entrance of
sin, the second at the entrance of the Saviour. They go to the
very root of the greatest things in the world, man’s true condition
and God’s abounding grace. The first is God’s great question con-
cerning man, while the second is man’s great question concerning
Christ. May the unsaved stand in the Garden of Eden, then in
the city of Jerusalem, hear these two questions and then thought-
fully ask: What are they to me?

WHERE ART THOU? Gen. 3:9

This was the first of three searching queries put by God to
Adam and Eve (Gen 3:9, 11, 13). It was the voice of God, and ch
how personal, startling, solemn, and revealing. His voice when
heard is always so. It came from the God of all grace to the guilty
sinner. When angels sinned no grace was ever shown. God did not
move to them or speak again (2 Peter 2:4). They are awaiting His
voice of summons to the judgment of the Great Day. How con-
descending of God to address the guilty sinners in the garden, no
doubt a bright foreshadowing of the grace that still speaks in tender-
ness to the guilty still. God’s grace is not only seen in calling the
guilty, but He is revealed as a seeker after those in hiding.

Adam and Eve had not been accustomed to hide away from
God. They usually ran to meet Him and enjoyed His presence.
Now they seek concealment from His voice and presence, as if this
were possible. God is revealed as the Shepherd coming, after the
wandering sheep. Adam said, “I was afraid.”” How closely allied are
sin and fear. Sin causes men to dread God. The Gospel's glad
note dispels all fear when accepted. Adam was guilty, hiding and
afraid — God was gracious, seeking and faithful. It was also the
voice of the living God to the dying man. Yes, Adam was now a
dying man. He was now separated from God in spiritual death.
His sin involved the separation of soul and body at natural death.
If unforgiven, both soul and body must be banished from God
and Heaven in eternal death in the Lake of Fire.

Apply now this question to yourself. God asks, ‘“Where art thou?”’

This question is very personal. In relation to sin, — have you
acknowledged it? In relation to God, — are you hiding from Him?
In relation to Salvation, — are you seeking it? What is your true

position? Find out in time where you are, lest you should discover
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your true estate when you are beyond all hope of remedy. None
in Hell today are in any doubt of their condition, though when they
were on earth it gave them little concern.

WHERE IS HE ? Matt. 2:2.

This is a very simple enquiry, yet how important are its issues.
It was asked by the wise men from the east, and wise indeed are
all those who enquire for the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice, it was
indeed Christ they sought, not the Temple with its imposing ritual,
not even to hear some rabbi teach, but the glorious Person Who
had come down to save sinners by His atoning death.

If a truthful answer is given to the question, “Where art thou?”’
the sinner will soon enquire, ‘“Where is He?”” The men who made
this enquiry had little to guide them, but they sought Him earnestly.
They did not know the Saviour’s name, they were acquainted with
only fragments of revelation and were led by a star in the heavens.

In this, they put to shame and condemn those who have the
full and clear light of the glorious Gospel of God’s grace. Some
who are still journeying to destruction, are going wilfully, having
heard much preaching. Theirs will be an awful Hell, yea, ‘‘Deeper
down than Tyre and Sidon, will the Christ rejecter be.”

I am persuaded, and I speak feelingly, that the deepest places
in eternal fire will be occupied by some who have been brought up
under the sound of the Gospel, but who have never asked from an
awakened heart, ‘“Where is He?’’ How sad to leave the Gospel
Hall ‘“‘back seat’’ for everlasting woe! How sad to remember the
sight of a company of Christians gathered around the Lord, when
in dark damnation! May God enable any in such danger to seek
the Lord NOW. Such a search will not have the world’s approval.

It aroused the enmity of Herod and the hatred of Satan, when
the wise men made this enquiry. Such has ever been the case,
but those who overcome all hindrances and get to Christ find in
Him joy and satisfaction which no worldling knows.

“Where is He?” Not now in the house at Nazareth where the
wise men found Him, but in the Father’s house, exalted upon the
throne. But He is willing to welcome sinners who come to Him,
resting upon the work which He finished upon the Cross. The old
hymn well puts it:

“Let your will to God be given,
Trust in Christ’s atoning blood,
Look to Jesus, now in heaven,
Rest on His unchanging Word.”

May this be the happy portion of all who read these questions
today.
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GUIDES ARE PROVIDED BY GOD
—Mervyn Paul

There is no substitute for Experience. Since the world began, there
never has been — never will be.

As a result of the American Presidential election, when a rather
young man appears to have been chosen for that high office, some
of my young friends have been exultant. It having been speculated
that the in-coming government would be composed of young, energetic
men, with new ideas, the proposal stirred the imagination of these

young folk, leading to the exclamation, “Now Youth will get its
chance!”’

Of course it isn’t so simple as all that. Both houses of Congress
are led by men in their seventies, ready to apply the brakes if
necessary. But always Youth’'s urge is to forge ahead; while older
heads are likely to insist on restraint. Why should this be so? Why
should Youth not be allowed to scrap the old ideas and to try out
new ones? Why should these attitudes differ? It is because older
persons have EXPERIENCE OF HOW THINGS WORK OUT; while
younger ones suffer a complete lack of it.

It was that way, you may remember, back in the days when
Rehoboam ascended Israel’s throne. Uncertain what his government’s
policy should be, he called together his father’s councillors to get
their advice concerning the people’s petition for a less harsh system
of taxation and forced labour. The old men counselled him to be more
lenient, to show the common people more Kkindness.

But the young king was not impressed by what those ‘‘old-timers”’
had to say. He had a lot of friends — young men who had grown
up with him — who would share his ambition and drive, and have
newer ideas. So he called them together; and, as you would expect,
they decided the advice of the elders was altogether out of date.
We read: ‘“He forsook the counsel which old men gave him, and took
counsel with young men that were brought up with him, that stood
before him.” (See 2 Chron. 10:11) . . . the result: revolt and the loss
of five-sixths of his kingdom, a loss that has not been regained unto
this day.

Likely those young men were go-getters, tired of the same old
thing in the same old way, anxious to get going on their own ideas.
To them, no doubt it appeared that, at last, Youth had got its chance
to scrap, change and reform. Alas! It didn’t work. They had lived
long enough to form new ideas; but not long enough to be able to
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FORESEE how they would work out. They lacked the one thing vital
to success in most fields of human endeavour — experience.

Now I would not feel called upon to write on this topic had it not
been brought to my attention in past weeks that, in certain Assemblies,
Youth seems anxious to take over the leadership, seeking to push
older brethren to one side.

It was mid-July, 1903, that I was received into Assembly fellow-
ship; so that I have had time to watch a lot of vigorous young men
“grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). I also have watched a number who became
leaders of malcontents; and this is what I have seen:

Some of them, taught of God, quietened down, ceased their
agitations for change and ‘“more liberty’’, and, eventually, because
good, responsible men.

A number were allowed of God to have a fall, which brought
their aggressiveness to an end.

Still others (some of whom caused great trouble) left the Assembly
and finally went, as captives of their own ideas, down to Babylon.

Now some of the discontent young Christians frequently feel
with their Assembly life comes from looking around to see what
other companies are doing. Yet we need to remember that the partic-
ular features God desires our Assembly to display may not be the same
as those of other companies, even as Smyrna’s role was different
from that of Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-11). It seems to me that, while some
Assemblies may excel in Gospel work, the Lord’s gifts to others
may be seen more in their pastoral care, or in teaching (Eph. 4:11).
Other companies of the Lord’s people might be more given to praising
the Lord, or to praying; while all should own the Lordship of Christ in
daily life, as well as in the meetings, “HOLDING FAST’’ to His faithful
Word (Rev. 3:11).

If it be true that the Assembly is God’s tilled field (I Cor. 3:9),
then should we not expect that the character of our Assembly. and
the fruits the Lord desires to get from it, will be ACCORDING TO
THE SEED HE PLANTED IN IT? (Note I Cor. 15:37-38.) We need
not be disheartened if instead of His field resembling that of flashy
corn it seems only like a patch of dull timothy hay, since all depends
on the seed He had planted there. Moreover how to make the assem-
blies more interesting places, so people will want to come, just cannot
be of the importance TO THE LORD that some people imagine, or
surely He would have put something, somewhere, in the Bible about
it, don’t you think?
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But to return to my subject, this we do know: it is His will that
in them there shall be God-taught, experienced men, called over-seers
(bishops) because of their work; also called elders, because of their
age; also called pastors (under-shepherds) because of their care of
the flock; and leaders, or guides (Newberry: Heb. 13:7;17;24). And
if we truly love our Lord, we will heed the four commandments He
gave us concerning them: to REMEMBER them; to FOLLOW their
faith; to OBEY them, and to SALUTE them, with due respect. They
have what no young person, no matter how gifted or clever, can
have: experience of God, His Word and His Ways, experience of
human weaknesses and follies, of sin and its pitfalls. Let us then be-
ware of any who ignore Prov. 22:28; 24:21-22; for the counsels of the
Lord, Beloved, cannot suffer change!

A SPIRITUAL AND HEALTHY CHURCH
—J. Ritchie

The spiritual condition of a church — whether large or small
in numbers — is determined by the spiritual state of the individuals
who compose it. There is no other road to a spiritual community
than by each individual member seeking to attain to and maintain
such a condition in the kingdom of God within him. The spiritual
state of churches to which the apostolic letters were primarily sent
was gauged after this fashion. The words addressed to the Thessa-
lonian Church — ‘““Your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity
of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth’’ (2 Thess. 1:3),
reveal the secret of that church’s healthy spiritual state. The low
condition of the Corinthian Church is attributed to this, that ‘‘every
one of you saith I am of Paul, I of Apollos, I of Cephas” (1 Cor. 1:12).
The community became carnal, because the individuals had made
it so.

It is a rare thing to find a church composed of spiritually
healthy, godly, and active saints, each contributing his part to the
maintenance of a glow of spiritual warmth within, and to the holding
forth of a clear and bright testimony to the world without. In
most cases, the actual maintenance of both devolves on a few. They
eventually come to regard their business to be to provide for and
serve the rest, who quiescently fill the seats all the year round
as consumers. If the ‘“‘ministering brethren’’ — or whatever else
those who do the deputy work of the whole may be called — are
godly and spiritual, they will provide and give out seasonable food
to nourish and enrich the flock. By means of this they, even in
their indolence, may for a time, and to a certain degree, be kept
from open backsliding, but they will be far from being a spiritual
or an active people.
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Wherever ministry, or rule, or any outside aid whatever, takes
the place of personal dealing with God in heart-searching, prayer
and the Word, with the daily exercise of heart and conscience in
regard to the place He has called the individual to fill, and the
work He has given him to do, then there is, there must be decline in
spiritual health and vigour. There will be an arrest of the develop-
ment of those functions which God has set in the body for its
health and growth. Alas, for the church, where the bulk of those
who, in theory, claim to be ‘‘priests unto God’’ never open their
mouths from one year’s end to the other. They may take credit
to themselves that they belong to a church where ‘‘the liberty of
the Spirit’”’ is unhindered. But they are never ‘“led’”’ to do anything,
save to seek pastures green for their own enjoyment, never thinking
of the need of others. Such words as ‘Stewards of the manifold
grace of God”’ (I Pet. 4:10), have no particular reference to them or
to anybody else, except perhaps the few special ‘‘gifts”” who are
expected to do all the work of ministration. These must feed a
people who have practically become dependents, and have ceased
to either dig or gather for themselves.

This is a perversion of the functions of Divinely-given gifts of
ministry, which we are told are ‘for the perfecting of the saints
unto the work of ministering’’ (Eph. 4:12, R.V.), to fit and furnish
all saints to serve, each in his own sphere, according to the
measure of grace given. Where this is attained and in operation
according to God, there you have a spiritual and a healthy church.

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
—Hector Alves

“When all my labours and trials are o’er,

And I am safe on that beautiful shore,

Just to be near the dear Lord I adore,
Will through the ages be glory for me.

Ref. Oh, that will be . . . Glory for me, .
Glory for me . . . Glory for me, .
When by His grace I shall look on His face,
That will be glory, be glory for me.”

The author of this hymn, Charles H. Gabriel, has been called
‘““The Prince of Gospel Song Writers.”” Not because of the amount
that he wrote, but because of the popularity of what he wrote.
His hymns include, besides the above: ‘‘God is calling the prodigal,
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come, without delay.” “O sweet is the story of Jesus.” ‘O soul
without a Saviour.”’

Mr. Gabriel tells us that the ‘‘Glory Song’’, as it is called,
was inspired by the frequent utterance of a man called Ed. Card,
the Superintendent of The Sunshine Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Mo.
“He praised God, not with many words, but with one word many
times repeated — Glory.”” The Glory Song literally burst into popu-
larity, and today it is sung around the world. After some fifty-five
years of use, millions of copies have been printed in a number
of languages. Truly, its author, being dead, yet speaketh.

During World War I, Charles H. Gabriel went to New York to
bid his son, Charles H. Gabriel, Jr., Godspeed, as he departed for
France. ‘Dad,” said Charles, Jr. from the embrace of his father,
“if T never see you again here, T'll meet you where the gates
never swing outward.” It was while clasped in that last good-bye,
that the father’s eyes turned toward the gates through which his
son must pass to go on board ship. Those gates of entrance to
war and death swung both ways. The words, “I'll meet you where
the gates never swing outward,”’ sketched a picture in the mind of
Mr. Charles Gabriel, Sr., which, while the train journeyed westward
toward his Chicago home, resulted in the following:

“Just a few more days to be filled with praise,
And to tell the old, old story;
Then, when twilight falls, and my Saviour calls,
I shall go to Him in glory.

Ref. I'll exchange my cross for a starry crown,
Where the gates swing outward never;
At His feet T'll lay every burden down,
And with Jesus reign forever.

Just a few more years with their toil and tears
And the journey will be ended;

Then I'll be with Him, where the tide of time
With eternity is blended.” etc.

CUBA — D. L. Adams writes from Pinar del Rio that they are still
permitted to carry on meetings here. The monthly production of tracts by the
press which he operates there is over 175,000. Of 11 missionary brethren,
only three now remain in Cuba. Brother T. Smith also writes of still having
liberty to preach both in the halls and in the open air around Havana.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(Send all questions to Hector Alves)

Question. Can you show from the Word of God that those living
now who have heard the gospel and have not accepted it will not have
a chance to do so after the Lord comes for His people? Some tell us
they will, and say they have scripture to prove it.

Answer. We have heard of some who think that there will be an
opportunity to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour after the
church has been taken to heaven. They base this belief on the words
of Joel 2:32: “‘And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be delivered.”” Also kindred statements.
We might as well say that Matt. 24:13 teaches the same thing: ‘“But
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”” We must
rightly divide the word of truth, (2 Tim. 2:15). While both Peter and
Paul quote from the prophet Joel in connection with the gospel as
it is preached today, it is given an application that is not the primary
meaning of Joel’s words. The prophet does not teach that the gospel
will be preached as it is today right up to the great day of the Lord,
the day of judgment upon the earth. No scripture is of any private
interpretation, and no doctrine can be built upon an isolated text.
One portion of the inspired Word never contradicts another portion,
whether in the Old or in the New Testament. In Luke 24:23, the
question is asked: ‘‘Are there few that be saved?’’ That is, in this
dispensation. The answer is, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate:
for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”
Then the Lord goes on to tell of a time coming when the door will
will be shut; meaning, we believe, the door of salvation. That will
take place when the Master of the house is risen up, typical of the
coming of the Lord for His saints. Further light is given on this in
2 Thess. 1:7-10. There we read that there will be ‘rest” for the child
of God when the Lord comes ‘‘taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” We
know of no scripture upon which to build hope for those who hear
the gospel now and reject it, to get another opportunity after the
rapture of the church, and the ascent of the Holy Spirit to heaven.
But scripture abounds with descriptions of the judgment that awaits
the Christ rejecter of this dispensation.

Question. There is a question I would like answered in the pages
of the magazine. A brother or a sister asks for baptism, all are satisfied
that he or she has divine life, and the act of obedience is carried
out. Would it, or would it not, be proper for that person to sit in the
circle the following Lord’s Day morning?

Answer. It has often been said, and with a good deal of scriptural
authority for it, that ‘“‘Baptism is not the door into the assembly.”
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We would go further, and say, it is not even the doorstep. Believers’
Baptism is one thing, while reception into the fellowship of a local
church is quite another thing. Some believers see in the Scriptures
the meaning of believers’ baptism, while they have not had a revel-
ation to their souls of what it means to be ‘‘gathered unto the Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ” (Matt. 18:20). Usually the Holy Spirit
reveals these truths to the soul one at a time; not two or three
doctrines all at once. Furthermore, there are some who may be
fit subjects for baptism yet not scripturally fitted to be in a local
church fellowship. Some brethren want to act on the words of
Acts 2:41 in this matter, and receive into the assembly fellowship
immediately following baptism. ‘“Then they that gladly received
His word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.’” This has been done to their
sorrow. In those early days things were different: ‘“Of the rest
durst no man join himself unto them’” (Acts 5:13). Too many
nowadays are being brought into the local church who could not
give a scriptural reason for why they are there. Let the baptized
convert apply for fellowship in the assembly; then let two or three
spiritual brethren interview the applicant, and be satisfied that he
or she is a fit subject for reception into the fellowship. Then the
name of the brother or sister ought to be mentioned to the church
when gathered together. If all are satisfied, then the church receives
that one into the fellowship; it is not a matter of ‘‘the person sitting
in the circle the Lord’s Day following baptism.”

Question. .In magazines I notice that frequently the letters
“D. V.” are used; particularly in connection with the continuation
of articles; ‘““Continued next month D.V.” What do these two letters
mean ?

Answer. The letters ‘‘D.V.” stand for the Latin words ‘‘Deo
volente’’, which mean, ‘“God willing”.

Question. What is the meaning of ‘‘Follow me; and let the dead
bury their dead” (Matt. 8:22)7

Answer. The man to whom these words were addressed had
said, (v. 21) “Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.”” Note
the words, ‘“Lord”’, and ‘‘me first.”” That is a paradox. How
could he call Him ‘“Lord’’, then add ‘““me first?’’ Our Lord shows
him the meaning of Lordship; “Follow Me,”” and adds, let the

(spiritually) dead bury their (physically) dead. As his Lord, He
had other work for this man to do.

Question. Is it proper or justifiable for a brother, or brethren
to keep a weekly account of the money they give to the Lord each
Lord’s Day morning, then at the end of the year to submit this
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account to the elder to get a receipt from him for exemption from
income tax? Would this satisfy an income tax inspector? Please
answer through Truth and Tidings.

Answer. We see nothing wrong or unscriptural in keeping a weekly
account of that which is given to the Lord. It is well to have a
record of the percentage of one’s income that is given to the Lord.
Submitting the account to an elder in the assembly is a different
matter., The scripture which comes to mind in this connection is
Matthew 6:2: ‘“But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth.”” We know of no scripture which
would prohibit the practice mentioned, but some of us would not
care to let an elder, or anyone else know how much, or perhaps
how little, we put into the bag or box on Lord’s Day morning.
Suffice it that the record is on high, and God will recompense to
every man his just reward. We know a good brother who gives a
large percentage of his modest income to the Lord. He said to us
on one occasion, ‘“If the authorities do not allow me the full deduction
from my income tax for that which I give to the Lord, He knows
all about it, and will make it right in that day.”

Regarding the second question. There are differences in the
men who inspect income tax returns, and it is difficult to say just
what will satisfy all. We have known brethren who were allowed
deductions when all was not accounted for by receipts of any kind;
and we have known some who were refused deductions even when
receipts for all were submitted, because these had not come from
~ecognized agencies.

Question. In I Tim. 3:2 we read, ‘A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one wife,”” etc. Does this mean that a
man must be married in order to be an overseer in the assembly?

Answer. The expression ‘‘the husband of one wife’”’ does not
indicate that a bishop must be a married man; what it does mean
is that he must not have more than one living wife. The emphasis
is on the word ‘‘one” rather than on the word “wife.” Polygamy
apparently was quite common among the Gentiles in those days,
and many of the converts may have had more than one wife at
the time of conversion. The apostle here informs Timothy that
such were not qualified to do the work of a bishop or overseer
in the assembly. If the apostle meant to convey the idea that an
unmarried man could not be a bishop it is likely that he would
have used the words ‘‘unmarried’’ and ‘‘married” as he does in
I Cor. 7:10, 11, etc. If we try to prove from I Tim. 2:3 that a man could
not be an overseer unless he was married, then in the light of
verse 4 he could not be one unless he had children. There is a
translation which renders this ‘‘a one-wife man.” This question
comes up again and again; we wonder why.



MILTON, ONT. — As a result of God’s blessing upon the work begun
here by Ron Dart and Frank Pearcey in May, 1960, it gives us joy to announce
the planting of a new assembly in this town. In the hall constructed last
year a baptism was held on Jan. 15th, when the hall was crowded to capacity
and some were unable to get in the building. Order of meetings: B. of B.
10:30 a.m., S.S. and Bible Class, 12:15 and the Gospel at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
prayer and Bible reading at 8 p.m. <Correspondent Murray D. Regis, 357
Kingsleigh Court, Milton West, Ont. (This shows what can still be done by
continuous Gospel meetings, with God’s blessing, in new places. How much
better this is, especially for younger brethren, than going from assembly to
assembly; and how very much better than the practice, alas on the increase,
of some spending their time crossing the country with a few nights here and
there for ministry.)

PARSON’S POND, NFLD. — Herb Harris and ‘Gaius Goff have been
preaching the Gospel for some time in this new part. Bert Joyce and George
Campbell helped for a while but have returned to Labrador. At Parson’s
Pond and nearby Daniel’s Cove a good number have professed to be saved.
There is good prospect of the formation of another assembly. Our brethren
there have learned what it is to “rough it” and they need our special prayers
as at times the character of the work, by boat, plane, and snowmobile is ac-
companied by real physical danger. Most know that ice-bergs, fog, gxtreme
temperatures, high winds and the rough terrain of the country contribute to
make this a difficult province in which to work. Quite recently, when about
to take off, in Charlett-town, Labrador, the plane broke through the ice
but Bert Joyce and those with him were able to escape before the cabin
submerged. The extent of the damage has not yet been determined.

WILLIAMSTON, MICH. — W. Warke and J. Lipke expected to start in
the Gospel on Jan. 15th, and A. Klabunda and G. Baldwin in Jackson, Mich.

SOLON, MAINE—One man professed, before the meetings by J. McCrack-
en and D. Petherick closed. They had a couple of nights in a home in Bath,
Me.

BYFIELD, MASS. — After the E. Boston conference J. McCullough had
some Gospel meetings and sought to help the little assembly which is getting
weak. Attendance was good.

STEUBENVILLE, OHIO — A. Klabunda and G. Baldwin are holding
Gospel meetings. One young man was baptized who was saved lately.

CONNECTICUT — C. Patrizio purposed visiting the Italian meetings in
Connecticut in the New Year.

HITESVILLE, IA. — A good company gathered for the all-day meeting at
New Year’s. The Lord’s presence was felt in the ministry. P. Elliott and R.
Orr are preaching at Ackley, Ia. Eric McCullough has seen a good interest
with blessing in the salvation of souls at Stout. L. DeBuhr saw the Lord’s
Hand in salvation at Valley City, Dak. C. Yost and H. Harms started meet-
ings in Aredale, Ia., on Jan. 8th. L. Brandt and H. Wahls are expecting to
try meetings in, or near, Soldiers Grove, Wis. S. Hamilton had about three
weeks in Avoca, Minn., preaching the Word to saint and sinner.

SEATTLE, WASH. — Harry McCready and John Adams had a good
series of Gospel meetings and a nice number professed to be saved.

OTHER LANDS

N. IRELAND — Very good meetings were reported over the holiday
season in Armagh, Gransha, Buckna, and Mullafernaghan. A. McShane had
helpful meetings in some places in Scotland, hindered somewhat by weather
conditions. E. Allen and B. Neshitt were encouraged with souls to Christ
in Ballykeel. John Thompson had a good work with real blessing in Martary,
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TIDINGS

TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. We would remind you that the dead-line
for news is the 10th of the preceding month. We endeavour to include all
items of news which are received by us up to the 10th. Where possible,
however, we would appreciate if you would mail news as soon as possible after
the first of the month. The Editor makes up “Tidings” previous to the 10th,
and adds late items received on the 15th. We do our utmost to have the
magazine mailed on time each month. Of course when away from home
this is more difficult. In the case of obituary notices, we would appreciate
if those who preach the Word at the funerals would confer with the family
or the correspondent of the assembly so that this matter is not overlooked.

WINNIPEG, MAN. — Frank Pearcey and Fred Holder are preaching the
Gospel in the West End, with a nice number of strangers attending.

ENGLEHART, ONT. — E. Doherty has been preaching the Gospel with
a good interest in the meetings and in the homes where he has visited.

HUNTSVILLE, ONT. — Ed. Wickert has seen blessing in the Gospel.
After closing at Huntsville he went on to Deer Lake for meetings.

SAULT STE. MARIE, ONT. — John Norris has had helpful ministry for
three weeks on the “Journeys of the Apostle Paul”. One soul also professed
to be saved during the meetings. James Clark of the Soo has been in Dawson
Creek, B.C., with A. Wilson preaching the Gospel. E. Dellandrea had a short
visit at the Soo in January. Recently, at the regular meetings two men and a
young woman professed in Sault Ste. Marie. Local brethren from here are
trying a special Gospel effort in Searchmount, about 30 miles away. (We
are very glad to learn of local brethren reaching out in their spare time
into new localities in various parts. This is most commendable. In Gore
Bay, brethren Sherlock and Booth have been preaching the Gospel with
some professing to be saved.

TORONTO, ONT. — Our brethren from Northern Ireland, T. McKelvey
and E. Fairfield, have had appreciated ministry meetings in the various halls.

LONDON, ONT. — J. Gray and Robert Doyle have been encouraged by
a good interest and attendance in the Pall Mall hall, and some have professed.
Brother Gray asks for prayer for a purposed effort in the Gospel in LaCrosse,
Wis,, by himself and Earl Pears.
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FRANK PIIIULLI

Born, October 1909 — Born again, December 1924.
Went Home to be with Christ, Nov. 26 1960.
A faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(We have just received the above photo of our beloved brother
Frank Pizzulli. We regret that it did not reach us in time for inclusion
with his obituary in the January issue.)

GATHERED HOME

Gone on high to be with Jesus, in His presence blest;
Gathered home to dwell forever, oh, what perfect rest.

“Present with the Lord’’ and waiting for the full display,
Of His resurrection triumph, on that coming day.

Then the voice, the shout of victory, tokens of His love,
And the Father’s House bursts open as they soar above.

Bodies of humiliation sown in weakness here;
Raised in power and incorruption for the glory there.

Now the world grows poor and empty as they pass on high,
And the hope of being “with Him,” brightens to the eye.

Thus they rest, while some are waiting just to tell His worth,
And to gather out His jewels from a ruined earth,
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IS THERE NO HIDING PLACE?
—A. W. Joyce

Recently, a news commentator, in speaking of the satellites,
with their various instruments for photography and detection
which men have put into orbit around the earth, states: ‘‘the time
has come when men have no place on earth where they can hide.”
It is a sobering thought that silently, unconsciously, to millions of
people, one nation can keep close scrutiny upon another, until there
is literally no place on earth to hide.

It is a much more solemn thought, however, that thousands
of years ago it was revealed in Holy Scripture that there is no
place where men can hide from God. Almost four thousand years
ago, Hagar discovered this when she said, “THOU GOD SEEST
ME” (Gen. 16:13).

About twenty-six hundred years ago, God asked in Jere. 23:24,
“Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him?
saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.”

Again, in Psalm 139, the writer searched the universe — not
only the earth, but the heavens above and hell beneath and found
there was no hiding place from God.

Reader, stop and think! There is no hiding place from God!
Every sin you have ever committed, of thought, word, or deed, is
known to God. All have been recorded against you and you will
meet them again at the Judgment of the Great White Throne (Rev.
20), if you die in your sins.

‘“But,’”’ one may say, ‘I think I have a hiding place.”

Multitudes of people THINK they have found a hiding place.
They are hiding behind, the good life which they have lived, the
prayers they have said, the church to which they belong, the sacra-
ments they have observed, the money they have given, and the
religious duties they have performed. To all who are trusting in
such things the Lord replies in Isa. 28:17, ‘“‘Judgment also will
I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail
shall sweep away THE REFUGE OF LIES, and the waters shall
overflow the hiding place.”” The Scriptures of both the Old Testament
and the New abundantly prove that there is no hiding place from
God in these things.

When it is too late forever, multitudes will seek unavailing for
a hiding place, from the wrath of God, when every mountain and
island shall be moved out of their places. Then, ‘“the kings of the
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earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man hid
themselves in the dens and in the dens of the mountains; and said
to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face
of Him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be
able to stand?”’ (Rev. 6:14-17).

Blessed be His Name, while there is no hiding place FROM
God, there is certainly a SURE HIDING PLACE IN GOD AND
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

In Psalm 32, after making an honest, broken-hearted confession
of his sin, David discovered this, and cried: ‘“Thou art my hiding
place’” (verse 7). Previously, he had tried to hide his sin (verse 3),
but now he flees for refuge to the very One from Whom before
he had been fleeing.

Isaiah wrote, ‘““A Man shall be as an hiding place from the wind,
and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place,
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land” (Isa. 32:2).

But how could a holy, sin-hating God become a hiding place
for a guilty sinner? Only because of Calvary; there God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, and making provision
for all who would avail themselves of His hiding place. There,
at the Cross, the sinless Saviour endured the storm of the wrath
of God against sin, that He might become a hiding place for every
repentant, believing sinner. As Major Andre wrote:

“On Him, almighty vengeance fell,
That would have sunk a world to hell,
He bore it for a sinful race,

And thus became, my hiding place.”

Have you availed yourself of this one, and only, Hiding Place?

Have you personally trusted Christ as your Saviour? If not,
the wrath of God is before you, from which you can never escape
for the ages of eternity. If so you are safe as God can make you,
and you can confidently sing:

“Thou blest Rock of Ages, I'm hiding in Thee.”

But not only is the Lord a sure hiding place from the judgment
to come, He is a PRESENT HIDING PLACE from every storm —
trial, bereavement, grief, persecution or trouble, that the Christian
may meet along the way, as he travels toward his eternal home.
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The worldling, in the days of health, strength and prosperity
thinks that he is self-sufficient; he needs no external hiding place,
but when his circumstances change and troubles gather thick and
fast, he has no one to whom he can turn for refuge. The late Lord
Tweedsmuir, hearing a man boldly declare that God was non-
existent, quietly remarked, ‘“That man has no invisible means of
support.”” How altogether different it is with the Christian! God
is never nearer than in the time of trouble.

“In the time of trouble He shall hide me in his pavilion: in
the secret of his tabernacle shall He hide me; He shall set me up
upon a rock” (Psalm 27:5). Even when trouble comes that seems
to be overwhelming, the Lord proves Himself to be All-Sufficient.
‘“From the ends of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I .. . Thou hast
been a refuge (R.V.) for me, I will trust in the covert of Thy wings”’
(Psalm 61).

We cannot expect immunity from the persecution and opposition
of the world, if we “live godly in Christ Jesus.” The Lord plainly
warned of this when He said, ‘“In the world ye shall have tribulation,”
but He added, ‘“Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33). The Psalmist David said, of those who trusted in Him,
“Thou shalt hide them in the secret of Thy presence from the pride
of man; Thou shalt Keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife
of tongues’’ (Psalm 31:20).

If doubts arise in the Christian’s mind as to his acceptance
with God, how assuring is the Word of God. ‘‘Set your affection on
things on earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God’” (Col. 3:2-3). As to the future, it could not be brighter.
The next verse says, ‘When Christ Who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with Him in glory.”

Should the question come into the mind, ‘“how can I know that
the mighty God is concerned about the affairs of an insignificant
Christian like me, may I not be overlooked?”’, in Isaiah 40:26, after
emphasizing the greatness of His creatorial power, God says, ‘‘Why
sayest though, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from
the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God?”’ Then
follows the wonderful promise of the everlasting God to those who are
faint and weak, ‘“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength’ etc.

When we think of all the faithfulness of our God, may we trust
Him more. When we think of the security of our hiding place, may
we serve Him better.
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I'M GROWING — THAT'S BETTER

—@G. G. Johnston
(Second Part)

Last month we considered the importance of spiritual food,
if we are to ‘‘grow in grace.” But food is not all a babe needs. It
needs to be kept clean. The daily bath is important to keep its skin
healthy, and for its comfort. Some infants protest loudly when
being bathed, but the wise mother proceeds to do it nevertheless.
Not only for shame’s sake does she cleanse that little body, but if
this were neglected her child would develop sores and other serious
conditions, greatly retarding growth.

As Christians, we must attend to spiritual cleansing. As sinners
we came to the Saviour to be cleansed once for all. If this has
been experienced, it need never be repeated. We stand before
God ‘‘clean every whit,”” by virtue of the precious blood of Christ,
and who dare accuse us of a stain? But as God’s children we shall
always require, not the Altar of Sacrifice, but the Laver of Cleansing.
This is a defiling scene. Besides, we still have a sinful nature. Our
conscience will tell us we have been defiled, though we should under-
stand that we are still the children of God. We deserve our heavenly
Father’s chastening, and are troubled. What should we do now?

Satan, the accuser of the brethren, will seek to take advantage
of this situation, and may cruelly taunt you, suggesting you give
up all claim of being a Christian. ‘“Go back to the world and enjoy
yourself.”” Some have heeded him, but soon proved that they could
not enjoy it. A fair proof that they were the Lord’s all the time.

Another subtle suggestion is not to worry about the thing: in
time it will fade from memory. This satanic ruse has often withered
the soul of a young believer and caused him, or her, to be completely
stunted in spiritual growth. ‘He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper”’ (Proverbs 28: 13). The sin may be one that has no
relation to another human being, yet it burdens the conscience—a
lack of love to God, or a spirit of rebellion against His word in some
matter. Do you ask what you should do? Go to your heavenly
Father in sincere confession. Tell Him you have sinned. Will that
help? Will He forgive me? ‘‘He is faithful (because He has promised)
and just (because of Calvary) to forgive” (I John: 9). Rest in His
unchangeable love (Romans 8: 39).

Should I confess it to any human? The Romish and Lutheran
catechisms (perhaps others) teach that we should confess to our
priest, or pastor, and he will pronounce over us the absolution. This
is blasphemy, for no man, whatever office he may claim to hold,
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is authorized by God to forgive sins. The Jews were amazed that the
Lord Jesus should pronounce over anyone the forgiveness of sins.
And they would have been right had He not been the Son of God.

But, you may have sinned against a fellowman. You deceived
that person, or you said something to harm his reputation. Your
conscience tells you that you have sinned, and you go to God in
confession. Very good: But, is that all? No, you cannot hope for
a full restoration of joy and blessing to your soul unless you go to
the person you have deceived, maligned, or harmed in some other
way, and make confession. This is what the Word of God teaches,
and this is what we have sought to practise throughout our Christian
experience. We have found that it works. ‘Confess your faults one
to another’”’ (James 5:16).

Wouldn’t that be a very humbling experience? Yes indeed, but
‘he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” Would that individual not
despise me for life for what I did? Far from that, he will see that
you have a conscience of what sin is. It may even awaken his
conscience. Try it.

MOTHER'’S BIBLE

I’ve an old and faded Bible

That I cherish now with care,

And underneath its covers

Lies a lock of silver hair.

It didn’t mean so much to me

A few short years ago,

But every day since Mother’s gone

It’s value seems to grow.

Each evening in the twilight,

So long as she was well,

She would read to me a chapter,

And its truth to me she’d tell.

And all the Bible stories

That Mother then read o’er

Now have a sacred meaning

That they did not have before.

Best of all the well loved stories

That she read and told me then

Was how Jesus came to earth and died

To save the souls of men.

This is the only ransom

Which from sin doth make us free.

So I thank God for that Bible

Mother read and left to me.
—G.G.J.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 47

HINTS REGARDING BEHAVIOUR
IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE SAINTS

When you appear before God (Psa. 42:2) in the assembly of His
saints (I Cor. 11:18) make it your aim to be there in a right
condition of heart and soul, self-judged (I Cor. 11:31), and cleansed
from all unrighteousness (I John 1:9). In order to give time for
this, ‘‘awake early’” (Psa. 57:8), so as to have a season of meditation
and prayer before going out.

Seek to preserve an undistracted mind on the way (Eccl. 5:1),
share in no conversation (Prov. 10:19); (James 4:11), that would
grieve God’s Spirit in you (Eph. 4:30); look upon no object, which
would turn your thoughts to vanity (Psa. 119:137).

Be in your place rather before the time than after it, so as to
have a few moments for silent prayer and quiet waiting on God
(Psa. 27:14); (Isa. 40:31). Late comers miss this privilege and
disturb the peace of others, while they greatly dishonour the Lord,
who at the appointed hour, is in the midst of His gathered people
(Luke 22:14).

As the exercises of the assembly proceed, under the Spirit's
guidance (Phil. 3:3, R.V.), seek to share in the upward flow of
worship, offering up to God the sacrifice of praise (Heb. 13:15), as
your heart is led out toward God, silently, or as expressed in the
words of whoever leads the assembly’s thanksgiving and worship.
If God gives a word of ministry, be ready to receive and be edified
by it (I Cor. 14:12), no matter through whom it comes. Avoid
criticism and ungracious judgment of others in God’s assembly; it is
the temple of God (I Cor. 3:16), and holiness becometh His house
for ever (Psa 93:5). Gazing about, occupation with people’s dress
and such like, are unbecoming. While the Lord’s Supper is being
observed, seek to fix your thoughts on the Person and Work of the
Lord Jesus, His agony, sufferings and death (Psa. 22, Isa. 53); the
excellencies and sufficiency of His sacrifice as meeting all God’s
claims and your need (Heb. 9:14), looking upward to Christ on the
throne (Heb.2:9), and onward to His coming again.

Worldly dress, showy jewelry and whatever else would attract
undue attention to your person, or occupy the thoughts of your fellow-
worshippers, should never appear in the assembly of God. “God is
greatly to be feared in the assembly of His Saints, and to be had
in reverence of all who are about Him’' (Psa. 89:7).

—Submitted by W. McDowell, Port Arthur, Ont.
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CHRIST THE UNDOER
—J. Evans, Australia

Upon entering each year, our minds invariably go back over
the past and probably we can recall incidents in which we were
involved that we would give much IF WE COULD ONLY UNDO.
In a moment of carelessness we did an act or said a word that makes
us blush with shame when we think of the wounding effect it had
upon a friend.

“Only an idle word, forgotten as soon as said,

But ’twill rankle deep in that sore heart, until that heart
is dead.

“Only an idle word, forgotten as soon as said,

To one whose heavy weight of woe was heavy enough before.

Only an idle word, but it had a bitter tone,

Which gave such pain and anguish, as a poisoned arrow
thrown.”

We may undo things in the physical realm, but in the moral
and spiritual there are things that we can never undo, and because
we cannot, strong reactions are manifested in various ways; hopes
are dashed to the ground, purposes are frustrated, friends become
estranged, and life becomes a most miserable and embittered
thing. Some, because they could not UNDO, found that their minds
broke down under the strain. But we need not despair; we have
good news to tell.

CHRIST CAN AND WILL UNDO

“For this purpose was the Son of God manifested that He
might undo the works of the devil” (I John 3:8, Newberry). The
Amplified New Testament translates it, ‘“The reason the Son of God
was made manifest (visible) was to UNDO (destroy, loosen and
dissolve) the works the devil (has done).”

The magnitude of this stupendous UNDOING can only be
appraised by knowing something of the number and extent of Satan’s
works. He worked to accomplish the RUIN of mankind and of the
earth on which man lived.

In Gen. 3, we see Satan the cause of introducing the Lust of
the eye, the Lust of the flesh, and the Pride of life. Doubt, distortion
of truth, sorrow, sweat and eviction from Paradise resulted. Thorns
and briers fell on a cursed earth and Death, both spiritual and
physical.

In Gen. 4, Hate, Murder, curse, vagabondage, fear, misery.
Gen. 5, Death stalking through the land.
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Gen. 6, Evil hearts, corruption, violence. God’s ways abandoned.
God’s refuge rejected. Universal destruction, Gen. 7:4.

Gen. 11, Rebellion against God, followed by sodomy, idolatry,
war and slavery, Chapt. 14 and Chapt. 19. In the New Testament
the world is no better as seen in Romans 1:21-32. Glory be to God,
His beloved Son will destroy and obliterate all these evils and every
other of the works not mentioned. The Lord’s works go further than
that, for He will restore the whole creation to its pristine glory in
the times of the restitution of all things, Acts 3:21, Zephaniah 3:19.
“I will UNDO all that afflict thee.”” May we not then correctly
designate our

Lord Jesus Christ as the UNDOER.

“He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think.” Is not this suggestive of Him being the Almighty Conqueror?
We note the Lord uses three methods mainly in His work of undoing:
(1) By unloosing; (2) By breaking; (3) By restoring. Christ unloosing.
In Matt. 18:23-28 we read the account of a servant who owed his
Lord 10,000 talents. As he could not pay he was to be bound and sold;
but on pleading with his Lord, the Lord was moved with compassion,
and I.OOSED him and forgave him the debt. We too owe Him a debt
We can never repay, and if we come to Him confessing we are bank-
rupt sinners He will loosen our bonds and forgive us the debt.

In Luke 13:11-17 we read of a woman whom Satan had bound
with infirmity for eighteen years; she was so bound that she could
not lift up herself. When Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and
said unto her, ‘“Woman, thou are LOOSED from thy infirmity. And
He laid His hands on her and immediately she was made straight.”

In John 11 we see that death had come into the home of Mary
and Martha, causing sorrow and separation. But He who is the
Resurrection and the Life came on the scene and we see His power
to UNDO the works of the devil in a striking way. Though Lazarus
had been dead four days and was in his grave, Jesus said, ‘‘Lazarus,
came forth.” He came forth but he was bound with grave clothes,
so again the Lord spoke, ‘“Loose him and let him go.” The other
effects of death were undone at the same time. Separation was over
and the family were united again. Sorrow was over and they were
filled with joy.

Surely we should shout ‘‘Hallelujah,’”’ to know our blessed Lord
can undo all that death has done. Through His death and resurrection,
He brought to naught him who had the power of death, that is the
devil: so that we can say, ‘O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?”
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We stand appalled as we view what Satan has done. Through
him, the poor are oppressed, hearts are broken, captives are made,
and many are blind, bruised and maimed. Christ’s work undoes
all this. Read Luke 4:18, ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel; He hath sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”

(2) Christ as the Breaker

Satan puts huge obstructions, that we are powerless to break
down ourselves, in order to hinder our progress, just as in warfare
the defender puts up barbed wire fences and pill-boxes to prevent
the invader from marching on to victory. Means are then used
to break down these barriers so that victory may be achieved.
This is what our Lord has done for us in our holy war. The captain
of our salvation has broken every barrier down. Where He has
trodden, we may safely follow. ‘‘When He putteth forth His own
sheep, He goeth before them.” As Micah 2:13 also says, ‘“The breaker
is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through
the gate, and are gone out by it: and their King shall pass before
them, and the Lord at the head of them.”

Let us briefly look at some references showing what an
invincible Breaker He is. In Rev. 5:1-9, He breaks the seven seals
when no one else could do so. In Psa. 107:14, “He brought them
out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands
in sunder.” Let us pause here and sing together of His delivering
grace:

“My chains are snapt, the bonds of sin are broken, and
I am free:
Oh let the triumphs of His grace be spoken; Who died for me.’”’

Hosea 2:18, ‘““And I will break the bow and sword, and
the battle out of the earth, and will make them lie down safely.”
. Eph. 2:14, “For He is our peace, Who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”

Dan. 2:44-45, We see the stone breaking the king’s colossal
image to pieces.

(3) Christ as the Restorer

Through Satan’s wiles, the human race has been robbed of
Paradise, Peace, Communion, Power, Righteousness, Holiness,
Spiritual Life, Safety, Certainty, Enjoyment, Hope and other untold
blessings. Christ, in Whom is vested all power and authority, will
restore all these blessings and much more. At this present time,
PERSONS ARE RESTORED.
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Psalm 69:4, ‘“He restored that which He took not away.”

Joel 2:24, “I will restore to you the years that the locusts
have eaten.”

Matt. 12:13, ‘“Then saith He to the man, stretch forth thine
hand, and he stretched it forth; and it was restored, whole, like
as the other.” '

Mark 8:25, ‘“After that, He put His hands again upon his eyes,
and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man
clearly.”

Jeremiah 18:1-9, Please read. The vessel that was marred,
He made it another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

Multitudes can testify to the truth of this, including the writer.

At a future time, THE EARTH WILL BE RESTORED. Only
a few of many Scriptures can be referred to: Isa. 2:1-5; 9:6-9;
chapters 11, 35, 60; 65:17-25; Jer. 30:17-22; 33:12-26; Zech.14; II Pet.
3:13; Rev. 21:1-5.

WHAT A WONDERFUL SAVIOUR, IS JESUS, OUR LORD.

TOMORROW
He was going to be all that mortal should be—
Tomorrow!
No one should be kinder nor braver than he—
Tomorrow!
A friend who was troubled and weary he knew,
Who'’d be glad of a lift and who needed it, too,
On him he would call and see what he could do—

Tomorrow!

Each morning he stacked up the letters he’d write—
Tomorrow!

And thought of the folks he’d fill with delight—
Tomorrow!

It was too bad, indeed, he was busy today,

And hadn’t a minute to stop on the way,

More time he’d have to give others, he’d say—
Tomorrow!

The greatest of workers this man would have been—
Tomorrow!

The world would have known him had he ever seen—
Tomorrow!

But the fact is he died and he faded from view,

And all that he left here when living was through

Was a mountain of things he intended to do—
Tomorrow!

~-Anonymous.
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LEVITICUS AND HEBREWS
' —Ext.

In reading the typical parts of Scripture, we must remember
that we have frequently to draw contrasts between the appointments
of God to Israel in their typical ritual, and the application of the
anti-typical realities to ourselves. The Epistle to the Hebrews
abounds with such contrasts. For example, Aaron needed to offer
for himself as well as for the people; but Christ needed no offering
for Himself. Aaron offered again and again, and yet never perfected
those for whom he offered. Whereas, Christ offered ONCE and
forever perfected, as to acceptance, all who come unto God by Him.
If, in such cases, we institute parallels instead of drawing contrasts,
we sap the foundations of our faith.

Israel had to provide for themselves the various offerings, and
to offer them in the appointed manner. If the offerings could not
be procured, or if, when procured, they were not offered according
to the manner, the result was not attained. But observe in our case
the contrast. For us the Sacrifice has been provided, slain, offered,
accepted. All has been finished; and the moment we believe we
reach the point which Israel typically attained when they were able
to say, that all the appointed ceremonies had been duly accomplished
by them; and what is more, we reach it forever.

In the case of Israel, the mercies typified by the altar, mercy-seat,
and all the ministrations of the Tabernacle, were held by them on
the tenure of their own faithful obedience to God’s holy law; con-
sequently, they have been all forfeited. Whereas the believer’s title
to these mercies, being made dependent on Him Who is consecrated
for us in the power of an endless life, remains unchanged forever.
How unspeakably important then are such contrasts. If, instead of
drawing them, we institute false parallels, and suppose that what
was typically done by Israel must be by us repeated (if not out-
wardly, yet in the apprehension of our souls) then we frustrate the
grace of God, and become virtually teachers of the law.

Popery re-enacts pseudo-levitical ceremonies, which it pretends to
be necessary for attaining an effectual interest in Christ’s sacrifice.
But even where this gross delusion is avoided, there is a doctrine
which makes the inner realization of the value of the great Sacrifice
to be necessary to the attainment of an interest therein. This is
inward Popery, and is scarcely less destructive of God’s method of
saving ‘‘through faith”.

Sin, says the Apostle, is so entirely forgiven to the believer,
through the offering of the body of Jesus ONCE, that ‘‘there remains
no more offering for it”’ (Heb. 10:18), consequently, there is not one
type that concerns acceptance or forgiveness of sin, that is not
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accomplished to every believer. Its blessing rests upon him the
moment he believes in Jesus.

The same may be said of those classifications, under which the
various services of Israel were distributed. For example, we find
the individual Israelite, or the congregation of Israel as such, set
in one position of service; the Levites in another; the Priests in
another. Yet all these various positions and their accompanying
privileges pertain to all believers. Every believer is an Israelite — a
Levite — a Priest. As we say, however, that an Israelite standing
as an offerer by the side of the Burnt-offering altar, occupied a
higher position of typical privilege than an Israelite protected in
Egypt under the blood of the Passover; so, on similar grounds we say
that an Israelite acting as a Priest, occupied a place of higher priv-
ilege than one who acted merely as an offerer.

The passive place, or the place of ignorance waiting for guidance,
marked for the most part the relation which individual Israelites or
the congregation of Israel, as such, held towards the Tabernacle
and its service. They did little — sometimes they did nothing, and
what they did was commonly under the direction and superintendence
of others. They were, for the most part, ministered to; passive
recipiency, rather than agency, was the chief characteristic of their
condition. The Priests, on the other hand, acted as those who be-
longed to the Tabernacle — had entrance into the sanctuary, and
understood the ways of God. They were able, intelligently, to worship
and to serve, and it belonged to them, therefore, to guide, and to
instruct others.

Thus, in Leviticus 1, the offerer advances only to the door of
the House to which the Priest belongs. The offerer presents his
offering, and divides it into its parts, showing thereby that he has
some apprehension of its excellency. But when it becomes necessary
to present those parts duly to God — when the fire is to be handled
and brought into contact with the wood and with the sacrifice, then
the offerer does nothing. All such service as indicated an acquaint-
ance with God in His own holy character, and with nature in its
nothingness, and with the adaptation of the sacrifice to God’s altar—
all such knowledge pertained to the Priests alone. The presentation
of the sacrifice — the ability to say, ‘“here the sacrifice is,” is one
thing; a wise and understanding estimate of it in its relation to
God is another. Such estimate implies priestly knowledge.

And here again, observe the importance of contrast. No mere
Israelite could be a Priest, but all believers now are Priests — even
a holy and a royal Priesthood (I Peter 2). All have received the
priestly anointing; all have access even into the holiest of all.
Nevertheless, though all believers are Priests, they may practically
in their habits and in the inward apprehensions of their souls, fall
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back, as it were, into the condition of mere offerers; or even into
that of Israel in Egypt, where no altar could be reared unto the Lord.

When the soul thinks only of Egypt and its own deliverance
from destruction, without considering the new relations in which it
stands to Him who has rescued it, it has not practically and ex-
perimentally entered the Tabernacle even as an offerer, much less
as a Priest. We may so live below our privileges, as to realize
little of that which is nevertheless fully and inalienably ours.

The Corinthians were, practically, more in the position of the
congregation than of Priests, when they were permitting the Apostle,
not merely to labour and suffer for them, but even to think and to act
for them, in things in which they might have thought and acted for
themselves. But their souls, because of evil which they had en-
couraged, and because they had wished to ‘‘reign as kings’’ before
the time, were but little exercised — little enlarged. They were
being fed as babes when they might have been acting as men.
Content with receiving blessing, they were but little anxious to in-
crease in the ability of apprehending or practically using it.

If we see a believer meditating exclusively on his own immunity
from that blow which is about to fall on the world around him, we
see the anti-type of an Israelite yet in the land of Egypt, there
waiting for deliverance from the doom of the Egyptian, in virtue of
the blood marked on his door-posts and doors.

Again, if we see a believer meditating on Christ as the One Who
has atoned for his (the believer’s) shortcomings in glorying God,
and who has supplied his perfect devotedness in the room of his
(the believer’s) failure, we see, antitypically, an Israelite brought
into the Tabernacle of God, and laying his hand on the Burnt-offering.

Again, if we see believers so instructed in the knowledge of
Christ as to be able to strengthen themselves and others therein;
if we see them appreciating the nothingness of man and the holiness
of God, and the perfectness of the offering that has met that holiness,
we see an anti-type of those who had priestly knowledge and priestly
service at the altar.

Thus, whilst we carefully remember to draw that all-important
contrast, and to say, that what those Priests typically did, has been
so accomplished by the One Offering once made, that all is finished,
and ‘‘there remaineth no more offering for sin’; yet we do not
discard these types, as though they furnished no instruction. Though
we seek no longer to propitiate the holy fire, yet we may learn
the character of that fire which has been propitiated. And although
we seek to bring no offering for sin, we may meditate on the
detailed perfectness of that which has been brought, and gain fresh
views of its acceptableness on the altar of God.
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THEY SEARCH FOR PEACE!
—Mervyn Paul

Yes, they search for it, but search in vain; for their minds are
confused with DOUBTS; they brood and worry, and peace they
cannot find. They remember when they accepted the Saviour, and
know most of the assurance passages in the Bible as well, yet
they are plagued with doubts and fears. In such cases, likely the
trouble does not arise from ignorance of the Word, but from some
form of destructive thinking. The Lord’s servants do all they can
to get those whose doubts arise from a lack of understanding of
the Scriptures settled and grounded in the truth; but often they have
but little success with persons who indulge in ceaseless questioning
of, and in brooding over, their salvation. So let me try to explain
a little about how destructive thinking commonly works, as it may
relate to one’s salvation. And to do this, let me give you a picture of
it, first of all.

A person goes to a stirring gospel meeting where warnings of
the wrath to come are the chief feature. Entering into the spirit
of the meeting, this person begins to wonder if all is well for eternity;
and, pushing into the background of his thinking the positive assur-
ance of God’s Word, he (or she) begins to tremble, concludes that
this must be the Holy Spirit’s strivings, and that, therefore, he cannot
be saved. Brooding over it, the doubts and fears become reinforced
by such reasonings as these:

—If T were saved, how could I feel the way I do?

—I can’t help doubting that I am saved. And since doubts are
unbelief, and no unbeliever can be saved. I must be lost!

—1If the Holy Spirit is striving with me, then surely I cannot be saved.

—I never have had an experience like the preachers describe, and
I never have the joy they talk about. How can I be saved and be
like this?

—When someone reads a verse like Prov. 29:1 the words cut me to
the heart. I can’t help but feel, in spite of what everybody says,
that this is one more warning from God. I must be on my way
to hell, or why would such verses hit me so hard?

—Woe is me! I thought I had accepted Christ, but He does not
seem to have accepted me!

In answer to such arguments, let me say it in loving-kindness,
and yet bluntly; for any person who has accepted Christ as Saviour
(John 1:12), ALL SUCH REASONING IS ONLY DESTRUCTIVE
THINKING — that, and nothing better.

Now, in order to see the difference between destructive thinking
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and THE POSITIVE RESTING on God’s Word that brings peace to
the soul, consider the following contrasts. Of two persons, much alike
in temperament, D. will represent the doubter, and R. the resting
person — the one who, figuratively, sits down on what God has said,
thus finding rest and peace.

D. and R. attend a solemn gospel meeting which makes them
both to tremble. The text: Psa. 9:17.

—D: “Oh how solemn! That word makes me tremble. Surely I
would not be affected like this if I were saved!”

—R: “Oh how solemn! That word makes me tremble, too. But,
‘Christ died for the ungodly,” and so I am safe.”

—D: ‘“Oh the doubts I have! and doubting is unbelief, and no
unbeliever can be saved. Surely I am lost! I am lost!”

—R: “I, too, have had doubts, and doubting is a form of unbelief.
But it is not the same as Neglect or Rejection of Christ — the
things that land sinners in hell. I have accepted Christ, and
have not rejected Him at all. So I rest on His good word to
those who have accepted Him, in I John 5:12a.”

—D: ‘I think the Holy Spirit must be striving with me, to show
me my lost condition. Oh, woe is me!”’

—R: “I think the Holy Spirit must be striving with me to show
me how fully the Christ Who died for the ungodly satisfied
God’s claims against me” (I John 2:2).

—D: “Yes, I accepted Christ (John 1:12); but how do I know that
He accepted me? He did not accept those in John 2:24.”

—R: “Yes, I accepted Christ, and I know He accepted me because
of His own word in John 6:37.”” (Actually, as later chapters
show, those that Christ did not accept — John 2:24 — were
Christ rejecters. They only wanted His miracles, not Himself)
. . . Now, can you see the difference?

Oh no, Beloved! All these if’s and but’s, these doubtings, reason-
ings, arguments and broodings are not of God at all. THEY ARE BY
NO MEANS THE FAITH OF A LITTLE CHILD (Matt. 18:3), but
the very opposite.

Indeed, they are morbid counsels of confusion and despair, tools
of the Powers of Darkness, destroying peace, happiness, communion
with God and usefulness for Him. That is to say, they are destructive
thinking. And it is of vital importance that Doubters should recognize
what destructive thinking really is, and how it is done.

The examples given are only samples of this deadly habit; but
my space is at an end. More next issue (D.V.). (And should you
wish to write, confidentially, about this problem, my address is:
R.R. 6, Galt, Ontario, Canada.)
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
—Hector Alves

“God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsel guide, uphold you,

With His sheep securely fold you,

God be with you till we meet again.”

(Number 181 in ‘“The Gospel Hymn Book’.)

The definition given in the dictionary for good-bye is ‘“‘God be
with you;”” and that is how Dr. Jeremiah Eames Rankin got the
theme for his hymn. Written in 1882, as a Christian ‘“‘good-bye’’, it
was called forth by no particular person, or circumstance. The author
wanted to write a song for the conclusion of Christian gatherings;
so he looked in the dictionary for the meaning of ‘‘good-bye’”, and
found it gave, ‘‘A condensation of ‘God be with you.” ”

The first stanza was written, and a copy sent to two different
composers; one famous, the other little known and not thoroughly
educated in music. Dr. Rankin requested each to submit a tune
for his hymn. The tune of the little known composer, W. G. Tomer,
was selected. The author said later, ‘I attribute the popularity of
this hymn, in no little measure, to the tune of which it is set.”
Mr. Tomer was a school teacher, a soldier in the Civil War, then
clerk in the Treasury Department. He was teaching school at the
time he wrote the tune for “God be with you till we meet again.”

Doctor Rankin, a native of New Hampshire, for many years
preached successively in prominent congregations in New England,
and in Washington, D.C., until 1889. Then he became President of
Howard University in Washington, which position he occupied for
thirteen years. Although Dr. Rankin held honorary degrees, and
wrote scores of hymns, articles and poems, his name lives best as
the author of this hymn. God only knows how many, many times
this hymn has been sung at the parting of friends who have met
again, and also of friends who have never met again upon earth.
And surely no better farewell could be expressed, than is found in
this simple wish—‘‘God be with you till we meet again.”

Dr. Rankin was born in 1828 and died in 1904.

CHOICE SAYINGS
A pessimist is one who sees the difficulty in the opportunity,
while an optimist sees the opportunity in the difficulty.

A fold is a circumference without a centre: a flock is a centre
without a circumference. — John 10: 16.
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN THE CHURCH OF GOD
—Hector Alves

So much has been written on this subject that we doubt if
the gainsayer can be convinced by further evidence of the un-
scripturalness of musical instruments in the assemblies of God’s
people.

However, we will here bfieﬂy give the testimony of the Holy
Scriptures, the testimony of Church History, and the testimony
of some eminent writers.

I. The Testimony of the Holy Scriptures

In I Cor. 14:7 we read that a musical instrument is a thing
“without life;”” — ‘“‘things without life giving sound, whether pipe
or harp.” Then in verse 15 of this chapter we read, ‘I will sing with
the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”” Young’s
Concordance mentions that the Greek verb ‘‘psallo’” here means
“to sing to the accompaniment of string music.” However, it is
plain from the writings of the best of Greek students that, while
“psallo’’ has the primary meaning of ‘pluck or twang with the
fingers”’ in a few New Testament passages, it is not so used
generally. The late W. Rodgers, in his writings, tells us, ‘“‘Words
have a habit of developing in their significance, till in the course
of time the root idea in them has been entirely lost sight of; and
this has been the case with ‘psallo’, which in the New Testament
simply means ‘sing’ or at the most ‘sing praise.” ”’

The noun “psalmos’’ is frequently used in the New Testament;
we find it in Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; and I Cor. 14:26. In the latter
we read, ‘“‘every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath
a tongue,” etc. Surely this cannot mean, every one of you hath
a musical instrument. When the apostle wrote to the church of
God at Corinth, “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with
the understanding also’’ (I Cor. 14:15), he had in mind the exercise
of his heart, and not a ‘‘thing without life,”” (v. 7). There is not
even the very slightest hint in the New Testament of the use of
instrumental music in the early church. It is quite clear from I Cor.
14:15; Eph. 5:19; and Col. 3:16, that it is the praise to God from
the heart of the believer that is in view, not the sound of a dead
instrument.

2. The Testimony of Church History

We learn from authentic Church History that. little or no
music was introduced into the churches during the first four cen-
turies. It was when the church departed from ‘‘the right ways of
the Lord’”’ that musical instruments were introduced as substitutes
for the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Along with vestments
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and sacraments, and other unscriptural devices came the intro-
duction of mechanical music into the churches.

Coming down to our day, we recall when the introduction of
musical instruments was abhorrent to many even in the sects and
denominations of men. But now, during our more than forty years
among those gathered unto the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
(Matt. 18:20) we are amazed at the efforts being made to introduce
organ and piano into the assemblies of God. Is not this the Lao-
dicean condition that we read of in Rev. 3:14-22? One meaning of
Laodicea is ‘‘the people’s customs.” Are we going to follow the
people’s customs, or the right ways of the Lord? Moses was in-
structed to ‘‘look that thou make them after their pattern, which
was shewed thee in the mount”’ (Ex. 25:40). There is neither musical
instrument, solo singing, nor quartet found in the New Testament
pattern of the church of God. Let us beware of that ‘“‘lukewarm”,
and ‘‘wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”
condition found in Laodicea, which suggests to us the closing days
of the churches’ history on earth (Rev. 3:17).

3. The Testimony of some Eminent Writers

From the Word of God, and from Church History we turn
to the writings of men who knew something of the mind of God
in this matter.

“I believe that the use of such instruments of music in the
Christian church is without sanction and against the will of God;
that they are subversive of the spirit of true devotion . . . . I never
knew them productive of any good in the worship of God. Music, as a
science, I esteem and admire; but instruments of music in the
house of God I abominate and abhor” (Adam Clark).

““Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would
be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting up
of lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of the law’’ (John
Wesley).

“I cannot therefore see in all my horizon one fact, argument,
reason, or plea, that can justify us in using musical instruments
in the worship of the church . . . . Let us learn from the experience
of others and be content with what God has ordained, and suffer
instrumental music and all its concomitants to remain where they
were born, amid the corruptions of an apostate church’” (Dr. H.
Christopher.)

Much more could be written, but let us dismiss from our
minds as simply conjecture and wishful thinking the idea that
Instrumental Music belongs in the church of God.

(This is in answer to a question asked in New Zealand.)
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(Send all questions to Hector Alves)

Question. In reading in Exodus concerning the construction
of the tabernacle I find the word brass again and again. Is
this correct? or is it a mistranslation?

Answer. The ‘New Translation” (Darby) and other Versions
give ‘‘copper’’ where ‘‘brass’’ is used in the Authorised Version. We
believe this to be the correct translation. It was native copper
that was used in the making of the altar of the burnt offering, with
its grate, and also the sockets of the pillars, etc. Brass is an
alloy, that is, a mixture of two or more metals, and so would not be
a fit type of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom there was no mixture.
He is called, ‘That holy thing”’ (Luke 1:33); and in Heb. 7:26 is
said to be ‘‘holy, harmless, undefiled, separated (R.V.) from sinners.”
Native copper, as used in the tabernacle, was pure, just as it came
from the hand of God, unadulterated by the hand of man, a fit type
of the purity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Moreover, copper was more
suitable for the grate and plates of the altar of burnt offering, than
brass would be, absorbing and enduring the intense heat of the ever
burning fire which consumed the sacrifice.

JUST AS I AM

Just as I am, Thine own to be,

Friend of the young, who lovest me,
To consecrate myself to Thee,

Oh, Jesus Christ, I come.

In the glad morning of my day
My life to give, my vows to pay,

With no reserve and no delay,
With all my heart, I come.

I would live ever in the light,
I would work ever for the right,

I would serve Thee with all my might,
Therefore, to Thee I come.

Just as T am, young, strong and free,
To be the best that I can be
For truth and righteousness and Thee,
Lord of my life, I come.
—G.G.J.



CHARLOTTETOWN. P.E.I. — Douglas Howard and Albert Ramsay are
preaching the Gospel, the unsaved are coming out well, some are troubled
and they look for a “break’” soon. Robert Mcllwaine is working on the new
hall in Rosebank and giving help in the west end of the Island. Our brethren
hope soon to have a baptism in this part and see another assembly gathered
to the Name of the Lord. The weather has been very stormy and the roads
bad but our brethren seek to carry on for God.

SOUTH PRESTON, N.S. — Two brethren from Halifax have been carry-
ing on a work among coloured folk, J. McCracken expected to join them in
nightly Gospel meetings.

SKOWHEGAN, MAINE -— L. K. Mcllwaine and Jim Smith started
meetings in a rented building.

NORTH TAMPA, FLA, — Douglas Reid and family came from Cuba
because of conditions there. He is giving help in the Fletcher Ave. Hall at
the regular meetings and seeking to make contact with Cubans in this city.
A. W. Joyce had a few ministry meetings and purposed joining O. L. MacLeod
in the Gospel in Hickory, N. Car.

NEW ADDRESS — E. J. Wickert, 239% W. Maple, Clyde, Chio, U.S.A.

BEETOWN, WIS. — S. Hamilton has been preaching to saved and un-
saved. L. Brandt has been getting some unsaved in at Soldiers Grove. S.
Mick has seen some interest in West Union, Ia. Yost and Harms are in
Aredale. B. Dobson and E. McCullough are preaching the Gospel in Garna-
villo. The latter saw a number profess to be saved recently in Stout. Paul
Elliott and Robert Orr are in Ackley with some blessing in the Gospel.

OTHER LANDS

PALMERSTON NORTH, NEW ZEALAND — After a large conference
at Dunedin, Hector Alves had a “farewell meeting”, then went on to Palmer-
ston N., for meetings, using his chart on the “Seven Churches”. The meetings
have been very well attended. He is expected shortly in Australia where

his address will be, ¢/o Dr. W. M. Benson, 43 Cherry St., Warrawee, N.S.W.,
Australia.

PUERTO CUMAREBO, VENEZUELA — Since the return of Bruce
Cumming he has had meetings with J. Wells with some professing to be saved.
Later, he had meetings in a humber of places with an able local brother. Now
he is working on the enlargement of the hall in Coro. He expects to be joined
by Wm. Williams in meetings in Punta Carda. Miss R. Scott is working hard
among the children and in teaching adults to read.

ARGENTEUIL, FRANCE — Wm. Taylor writes of having at last found
a building for a Gospel Hall after a search for two years. The last meeting
place was sold over their heads — all the members of the Town-Council
being communists. A young couple in the assembly recently were married.
She had studied in view of becoming a nun, but was saved during a visit of
brother Taylor to the north, was baptized and received into fellowship in
the assembly, and since has gone on well for the Lord.

BELFAST, N.I. — A. McShane had ministry meetings with interest in
the Temple, 'Matchett St. He purposed going to Burnside, near Antrim, for
Gospel meetings. H. Paisley is preaching in Lisburn.

CONFERENCES

McKEESPORT, PA. — The annual conference will be held, D.V., April
22 and 23, with a prayer meeting April 21 at 7:30 p.m. All meetings will be
held in the main pavilion at the City (Renzie' Park. The Lord’s servants



walking in the old paths are welcome in ministry. Please advise beforehand
of your coming. Corr. Wm. H. Moore, 2629 Hill St., McKeesport, Pa.

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. — The annual conference will be held,
D.V., at North Vancouver, March 31, April 1 and 2, in the Community Centre
Building, 22nd Ave. at St. George St., one block east of Lonsdale Ave. Prayer
meeting March 30 in the Gospel Hall, 133 E. 4th St., N. Van. Communications
to J. H. Turvey, 1131 Cloverley St., North Vancouver, B.C.

TORONTO, ONT. — The seventy-fifth annual conference will be held,
D.V., Friday, Saturday and Lord’s Day, March 31, April 1 and 2, at the
Central High School of Commerce (West Side), also at the Eastern High
School of Commerce (East Side).

Thursday, March 30, prayer meeting Brock Ave. Gospel Hall, (West Side),
and in Pape Ave. Gospel Hall, (East Side), at 7:30 p.m.

The meetings will be held as formerly in both schools at the same hours.
Communications for the East Side to Alex Walker, 22 Kimbourne Ave.,
Toronto 6, Ontario, for the West Side to Sam Moore, 882 Palmerston Ave.,
Toronto 5, Ontario.

“Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see and ask for the ‘old
paths of the Lord’ and see what is the good way and walk in it. And ye shall
find purification for your souls” (Jer. 6:16, Sent. trans.). ‘“The ways of the
Lord are right and the just shall walk in them” (Hos. 14:9).

CULVER CITY, CAL. — We purpose, D.V,, to hold our conference in
the Culver City Gospel Hall, commencing with a prayer meeting, March 31,
and continuing through Lord’s Day, April 2. Ministering brethren practising
and preaching the right ways of the Lord welcome. Corr. James Parr, 370712
Sawtelle Blvd., Los Angeles 66, Cal.

WITH CHRIST

VANCOUVER, B.C. — Our dear sister, Mrs. Alex Ingram, went home
after a prolonged illness on Jan. 21st, in her 86th year. She was saved in
1884 in Peterhead, Scotland, and later was received into fellowship in Aber-
deen before coming to Montreal. She was in the old Cedar Cottage assembly
since 1917 (now known as Vietoria Drive assembly) until her homecall. She
was quiet, unassuming and faithful to the truth of God. R. W. Carson, W.
Hutchison and H. B. Boyd shared in the funeral services.

TILLSONBURG, ONT. — Our sister, Mrs. Frances Beckett, suddenly
passed to be with Christ on Jan. 14th, in her T4th year. She was saved in 1905
in the home of the late Wm. Garnham, Straffordville, and at once became
exercised about the many members of her own family, as well as others. For
many years, before going to Tillsonburg, she was a faithful helper in the
Straffordville S.S. and, with her late husband, was much given to hospitality.
The funeral was conducted by George Patterson and R. Boyle.

ENGLEHART, ONT. — Our sister, Miss R. Marshall of Ottawa, went to be
with the Lord on Jan. 10th at the age of 73 years. She was saved in early
life and was in fellowship in the Summerset, Ottawa assembly. The funeral
was held in the Englehart Gospel Hall with E, Doherty preaching the Word to
a good company. Burial was in the Englehart Cemetery.

MIDLAND, ONT. — Our esteemed sister; Mrs. John Silvester, beloved
wife of the late well known servant of Christ, slept away into the Lord’s
presence Jan. 29th in her 83rd year. She was saved at the age of 18 in Shanty
Bay at meetings by brethren Benner and Finch. She was heloved by her
family of a son and 5 daughters who knew her as a real helper and “mother
in Israel” for many years in the Midland assembly, till she moved latterly to
Belleville. J. Gunn conducted the large funeral service.
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of worlds, was wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.
Into a world, perishing in soul-hunger, stepped the One Who alone
could save and satisfy. He came to announce Himself as in John 6:35,
“I am the BREAD OF LIFE: He that cometh to Me shall never hun-
ger: and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.”” Of that birth
we sing:

‘““Angels with rapture announce it,
Shepherds with wonder receive it.”’

After the angelic announcement, ‘‘The shepherds said one to
another, let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” Well
might we exclaim with wonder, ‘““Great is the mystery of Godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh’’ (I Tim. 3:16). Thus to Bethlehem,
the House of Bread, came God’s great provision for mankind, the
Bread of Life.

BETHESDA

Bethesda means, ‘“The House of Mercy.” In John 5 we read:
‘“‘Now there is at Jeruslem by the sheep market a pool, which is
called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these
lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, wait-
ing for the moving of the water.”” What a scene of helplessness and
sorrow! Would it not have been more suitable to have named this
the House of Misery, rather than the House of Mercy? But into this
scene the Saviour steps and picks out what surely must have been
the most pitiable case of all. He knew that this patient was one who
had lain helplessly for thirty-eight years. (How blessed to know that
the Great Physician perfectly understands every case.) The Saviour
speaks twice, first with a question and then with an authoritative
command. ‘“Wilt thou be made whole?” Are you willing? Then
comes the word, ‘‘Rise, take up thy bed and walk.” So the scene of
misery becomes the House of Mercy. .

Thus the Saviour of the World presents himself to all with the
question as it were, ‘“Are you willing to be saved?’”’ For

“All the fitness He requireth
Is to know your need of Him.”

The Saviour’s power to save is absolutely unlimited. No sin or
transgression is too vile for His grace to forgive. The PLACE of
forgiveness however is limited to earth, the House of Mercy. There is
no forgiveness of sins after death. ‘‘The Son of Man hath power on
earth to forgive sins” (Mark 2:10). Sins are not forgiven in heaven.
“God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell”
(IT Peter 2:4). Sins are not forgiven in hell. When the rich man
of Luke 16 prayed for mercy in hell, he found it was too late.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 63

‘“Earth’s the savoured spot He chooses
To display the truth of this
That God is love.”

How wonderful to learn that in this world, marred and spoiled
by sin, groaning in its misery, whosoever will may find this world to
be to them The House of Mercy through simple faith in the Person
and Work of the Saviour, Whose precious blood shed upon the cross
of Calvary, ‘‘cleanseth from all sin.”

BETHABARA
Bethabara means ‘‘The House at the Ford,”” a place where the
river Jordan could be forded or crossed. There is some question as
to this word and its meaning. A reference to Judges T7:24, however,
seems to confirm the meaning that has been given. We read in
John 1:28, ““These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan
where John was baptizing.”

John the Baptist most powerfully preached repentance, and
judgment to come. He told that he was but the forerunner of the
Coming One, Whose shoe’s latchet he was not worthy to unloose. John’s
baptism was not Christian baptism but was a baptism of repentance,
preparatory to the reception of Christ as the Messiah and Saviour of
Israel.

Jordan speaks of death and judgment, the full reality of which
our blessed Lord has borne for us. In John 1:29, John cried, ‘“Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

“All the billows rolled o’er Jesus
There exhausted all their power.”

In Christian baptism, upon believing in the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour, the believer has the privilege of being immersed in water,
thus passing through in figure what the Lord passed through in
reality upon the cross of Calvary. Let us not forget that scriptural
baptism is a commandment of the Lord, Acts 10:48.

Jordan would also remind us of physical death which God’s
people have to face until the coming again of the Lord. While we do
not look for death, if the Lord does not return ere then, we too will
have to face this ‘“‘last enemy.” For the believer, however, the worst
sting of death has been removed. ‘““The sting of death is sin”’ (I Cor.
15:56). When the believer has to die, he comes, as it were, to Betha-
bara, The House at the Ford. He finds the Lord is there Who assures
him, ‘I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

“Death to the Christian no terrors can bring.”

The deep waters for him have already been sustained by the Saviour.
Because of this he crosses safely at the ‘“House at the Ford.”

But we must reserve for another paper the consideration of
other Scripture houses. '
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I'M BAPTIZED — WHAT'S THAT MEAN?
—@G. G. Johnson

It may seem strange that after one has been baptized he
should be asked what the act signifies. But, is it not true that most
who are baptized have but a faint idea that it bears any meaning
other than that it indicates an advance step toward being accepted
into the fellowship of the assembly?

Would elders not do well, especially when there are several
applicants for baptism, to gather them together and give them some
special instruction from the Scriptures as to its doctrinal significance?
Would that not be included in the term, ‘“Apt to teach’’? This, of
course, should not be done, as when the catechism is taught in many
places, to put the words in their mouth which they should answer
when catechised later. It should be done, not that they might learn
a form of words, but that they might obtain a clear understanding
of what it sets forth and of the obligations it brings with it.

A good rule, and an old one, to apply to all we practice is,
first, the question whether our Lord taught it, as recounted in the
Gospels. Second, did the early Church practise it, as given in the
Acts? Third, is any teaching relating to it found in the Epistles?

The Lord Jesus sent His disciples to preach the Gospel, and
then to baptize those only who believed. The early disciples practised
baptism wherever that Gospel was preached and believed, even
under difficult circumstances, such as when the travelling eunuch
believed, (Acts 8: 35-40). The apostles Paul and Peter give us much
to learn regarding its spiritual significance. Thus, in the matter
of baptism, this old rule as given above, is good. Many bad doc-
trines would fade away, if put to the same test.

You say that you have been baptized, and you know that you
have done right, for the Lord Jesus commanded it. And, besides,
it was practised by the early disciples. But, you admit that you
could not clearly explain its meaning.

In T Cor. 10:2 you will find that the children of Israel ‘‘were
all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” They had been
slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but now redeemed by the blood of the
lamb and delivered by the power of God, they passed under the cloud,
with walls of water on either side. Thus they were, for a time,
“buried” from sight. Coming out on the opposite bank, they were
happy to be under Moses( their new leader—a free people to serve
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the Lord. In this they professed to have died to Egypt and all it
contained.

We read in Romans 6:2-4, that we, who like the Romans have
been converted to God through the Gospel, are ‘dead to sin” in
God’s reckoning, then that those who were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized . . . buried with Him. What should be done with a
dead body? Why bury it, of course. What should be done with
one who claims to have ‘““died with Christ?’’ Bury him. Thus baptism
is not “‘with water’’, but ‘‘in water’’, for it means ‘‘burial.”

You have been baptized. Do you and I daily acknowledge what
that means—death, burial? Is that all it means? No, it signifies
resurrection also. The individual who is baptized comes up out of
the water, not changed at all by the act, but having acknowledged
by it that in his conversion to God he has been cut off from this
Egypt world, has been buried as regards its vanities. Not only so,
but he at his conversion voluntarily chose another as his new
Leader. He is not now to do the will of the devil, nor yet his own
will. He has been saved to serve his new Master. There is to
be a new life, motivated, not by fear of the consequences, but by
love to his present Master—a desire to please Him.

God has reckoned, and He desires us to agree with Him in that
reckoning. That is the teaching of Romans, chapter six. Read it very
prayerfully and absorb its teaching. God reckons that when Christ
died, we died with Him. And that He was buried and we were buried
with Him. And when He arose the third day, we rose with Him.
This did not await our baptism to take place, but all happened at Cal-
vary, and God then saw every soul that would ever believe as assoc-
iated with Him. These are His thoughts, and he wants them to be
our thoughts. These things we possess individually when we first
put faith in Christ as our Saviour.

Then, why be baptized at all, if all that is ours, without baptism?
Because our baptism sets forth this death, burial and resurrection
in one simple act, which our Lord has enjoined upon all those who
have found Him as Saviour, as a testimony to that faith, before
witnesses. Besides, it is our privilege and responsibility to enact
in our daily life what we have set forth in figure in baptism—death
to the world, and a new life unto God. Does our daily life give the
lie to what we then enacted?

Baptism is not a sort of diploma to be waved about as a
means of deceiving the gullible, thereby obtaining their favour. It
is a very solemn step of identification with Christ, and of desire to
be wholly subject to His control.
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SOME GODLY COUNSELS FOR PREACHERS
—Extract Submitted by J. Grey

See that the depth of your communion with God is equal to
your activity in service.

Preach the Gospel (Mark 16:16). Preach Christ as did Philip
the evangelist (Acts 8:5). Preach the Word as did the persecuted
disciples (Acts 8:4).

Do not preach yourself, or your success, or announce results
and tabulate in round numbers how many converts you have gained.

Many evangelists are rude in their manners. Be courteous. A
servant of Christ should be a living personification of practical Chris-
tianity.

Avoid mannerism. As few anecdotes and stories as possible.
Preach the Word and not yourself.

On no account look to saints of God for money or hint at tem-
poral needs. Look up and direct to Christ, whose servant you are.
Do not court the rich nor despise the poor.

Do not be attracted by a passing popularity (Mark 1:37). Never
be disheartened if rejected (Mark 5:17-21), but quietly pass on
elsewhere.

Do not be over anxious as to immediate results. Patiently la-
bour; reaping time is coming (II Tim. 2:6; I Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:9).

' Aim to produce solid results, not startling news. Avoid exag-
geration in statement.

We have heard of the effect produced by the touching hymn,
sung by a band of minstrels at an exciting address, ‘“‘Steal away to
Jesus’’; that and all these means such as music, melting tales, etc.,
leave the conscience untouched, and that is what evangelists should
aim to reach.

Avoid as far as possible the relation of personal experience.
Subjective truth has its place, but as a rule that comes within the
province of the teacher. Objective truth is more in the line of the
preacher and it is that believed which can alone produce true state
of soul.

Quote Scripture freely. Do be simple, earnest and clear in
your statements of Gospel truth.

Baptize your work in prayer and solemnly remember that the
Holy Ghost is your only power in service.

Do not prolong the Meetings. Remember that people have
bodies as well as souls and God thinks of both.

Do not hurry souls into a confession that they are saved. Peace
with God is not to be gained by hasty confessions wrung from un-
willing lips.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 67

WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?
—Wm. Williams

The disciples had affirmed their faith in Christ. They had seen
abundant evidence in His life, miracles and teaching to inspire
confidence in Him under ordinary circumstances. But in Luke
chapter 8, we have extraordinary circumstances. The wind howled,
the waves were enormous, and the boat was filling with water and
sinking. Now would their faith stand the test? Did He really care?
Would it be better rather to do something that be ‘‘still and know
that He was God’? Surely common sense would say, ‘“Awake Him —
He does not know the peril we are in.”” So they shake Him and awake
Him. After calming the wind and the waves He asks, ‘“Where is
your faith?”

Abraham stood in the land that ‘‘flowed with milk and honey;”
but he had neither found the one nor the other. He had faith to
leave his father’s house; but now comes the supreme test. Would
it not be wise to go down to Egypt, to world-border a little? He
would be a pilgrim down there just the same as in Canaan. Why
stay and starve? ‘‘Self-preservation is Heaven'’s first law’’ — certainly
go down. But had that ‘“Theophany’”’ met him, as He did later,
and asked him about his faith, he would have had to recognize that
it was gone. He took the line of least resistance.

He seems to have discovered that Sarah was good-looking when
he crossed the border and so the two concocted a lie. The ‘“‘father
of the faithful’’ was without faith. It was a sad relapse and brought
tremendous consequences. He had to leave Egypt as a ‘‘persona
non grata’, (one who is not welcome). He took with him a con-
cubine whose progeny would harass him and his seed for millenniums
to come. Where is your faith?

Poor David stood with a look of fear on his face. Fear had
entered his heart and faith had gone out. He mused, ‘I shall
now perish one day by the hand of Saul. It is better for me to go to
the Philistines.”” Where is your faith? He looked back and re-
membered the lion and the bear; he still thought of God’s hand in
delivering him from the giant Goliath. But circumstances alter
cases; his heart would say that God was not just the same as of yore
and that he should escape. Where is your faith? It was strong,
bright and brilliant in the past; but now the fine gold has become
dim. He just could not bring himself to have faith in the living God.

“I go a fishing,” said Peter. “We also go with thee,” said six
more of the disciples. They had put their hand to the plough but
were turning back. The Lord had distinctly called them from the
fishing business, and they had no orders to return. They had only
to wait and meet Him at a certain place. But waiting is the biggest
test of faith. Carnal activity can get along without faith; but divine
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guidance relies an faith. ‘‘He that believeth shall not make haste.”
“The king’s business requires haste,”” they tell us. That was not
true when it was first spoken (I Sam. 21:8), for it was not the
king’'s business but David’s business. It is not true now. To run
without being sent will end in disaster. Where is your faith? We
heard the late Dr. E. Martin say that he could always trust God
when he had fifty dollars in his pocket. Faith is often least when
needed most. It is easy to advise others to be calm and confident, to
assure them that God will not fail them; but when the trial comes
to our own door, it is then that real faith will rise above circum-
stances and keep the soul in peace, perfect peace! Well may we
pray, ‘Lord, increase our faith.”

OTHER LANDS

AUSTRALJIA — Hector Alves, (43 Cherry St., Warrawee, N.S.W.), writes:
“After two weeks of meetings in the Goulburn St. Gospel Hall in Sydney,
which were well attended, many coming from other assemblies in the city
and district, we came north to Old Bonalbo. The hall is located four miles
out of the village and sixty miles from the railroad. We began meetings ten
days ago, ministering the Word to the Lord’s people. A good number of un-
saved were attending, and, through the preaching of the Gospel, a number
have [frofessed faith in Christ.”” He expects to continue for a while in
Australia.

VENEZUELA — W. Williams had five weeks in and around Caracas
with Sr. Naranjo. They visited 5 assemblies and 33 were baptized in the
various places. They were able to help the brethren in Caracas to get an
automatic printing press to continue the work of printing tracts. A new
assembly has been formed in a new district of “The Port” called Valle Seco.
Fifty or more will be in fellowship. Six of the Lord’s servants were at the
opening. Miss Edith Gulston had to be flown back to Toronto for an emerg-
ency operation for a serious eye condition.

CONFERENCES

The Grahamtown Gospel Hall, Frostburg, Md., purposes in the will of
the Lord to have their annual conference, beginning May 20th at 2 p.m., and
continuing Lord’s Day the 21st. Accommedation as usual. Corr. Wm. C.
Knieriem, 80 Walnut St., Frostburg, Md.

VALLEY CITY, N.D. — Annual spring convention will be held, D.V.
April 22 and 23, with a prayer meeting, April 21 at 8 p.m. in the Gospel Hall.
Saturday and Lord’s Day will be in the basement of the City Auditorium,
S. end of Central Ave. Corr. Eldon Clark, R.F.D. 1.

AKRON, OHIO — The annual conference will be held May 27th and
28th, with a prayer meeting on the 26th. Further particulars next month.

DESERONTO, ONT. — The Deseronto - Picton conference will be held
May 20th., 21st., and 22nd. On account of fire destroying the Legion Hall,
meetings will be held in Napanee. Full particulars of changes in time of
meetings and place next month.

LA CROSSE, WIS. — Our annual conference will be held, D.V., on May
6 and 7, with a prayer meeting on May 5. <Communications to L. Uglum,
2122 Denton, La Crosse, Wis.
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ANGELS AND THEIR MINISTRY
—W. H. Bennett

(Angels, and angelic ministry, is a subject about which often-
times there is enquiry among the people of God. It is a subject
upon which there is little spoken, and not much written ministry.
The articles which we purpose publishing are from the pen of a
bygone writer of ability, which we believe will be helpful to those
interested in this subject.)

1. Though the fact of the creation of angels is distinctly stated,
the time of it does not seem to be indicated. Paul found it
necessary to warn saints against the teachings of a false philosophy
which led to the worshipping of angels (Col 2:18), but he prepared
them for this warning by the great truth that angels owe their
being to Him with Whom saints are made one. ‘“For by Him were
all things created that are in heaven, or that are in earth” etc.,
(Col 1:16).

That they were created before God laid the foundations of the
earth is clearly implied by His question to Job, ‘“Where wast thou
when I laid the foundations of the earth . . . when the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”’ (Job 38:4-7).
In those days the people of God had time to think about unseen
things, as this ancient book bears witness. In a vision from which
Eliphaz had learned the low estate of man, this truth was enforced
by the statement that even these exalted spirits are imperfect,
when contrasted with Him Whose perfections are absolute. ‘‘Behold
He putteth no trust in His servants, and His angels He chargeth
with frailty’’ (Job 4:18). The word rendered ‘‘folly”’ in the A. V., but
‘“frailty’”” by able scholars, refers to the inherent infirmity of the
creature as compared with the glory of the Creator. Their attributes
cannot be compared with His, and it is well to note that the peculiar
dignity of the Son of God, is set forth by showing His superiority
to the highest of His creatures (Heb. 1).

2. Angels are spirits. They have not flesh and blood as men
have. But this does not imply absence of form, and the form of
angels seems not to differ from the human form. When they have
been seen by men they have appeared as men, and therefore they
are sometimes called men. The common idea that all angels have
wings seems to be scarcely supported from Scripture, and their
constant appearance as men is somewhat against it. Seraphim have
wings (Isa. 6), and so have cherubim (Ezek. 1); but all angels are
not seraphim or cherubim.

It is said of Gabriel that he was ‘‘caused to fly swiftly’’ (Dan.



70 TRUTH and TIDINGS

9:21), but the meaning of the word is not quite certain. The rapidity
of their movements seems to be referred to in Heb. 1:7, “Who
maketh His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire,”” R.V.
They are as swift as the wind or the lightning of earth, and as
readily obey the command of their Creator.

4. The Titles of angels are all suggestive. In the book of Job,
they are called ‘“‘Sons of God’”’ (chap 1; 2; 38:7), and ‘holy ones’’
(5:1; 15:15, R.V.). That the expression ‘“Sons of God’’ here does
not denote relationship, as “My Son’’ in Psalm 2 does, is made
evident from Heb. 1, “For to which of the angels said He at any
time, Thou are My Son, this day have I begotten Thee.”” The title
expresses strength and dignity, as do the words in Psa. 29:1; 89:6,
Sons of the mighty, R.V.

From the beginning of the Bible to the end, angels are described
as holy. Enoch prophesied, ‘“Behold the Lord cometh with His holy
myriads'’, Jude 14: in Job 5:1 and 15:15 and Dan 4:17, they are
called “‘holy ones’ and in the New Testament, ‘‘holy angels.’”’ Holiness
is more than innocence. Had sin never appeared in God’s universe,
they would have been innocent; but holiness implies intelligent sep-
aration from sin which is known and in some measure estimated.
That this holiness is theirs as the fruit of God’s sovereign decree,
is made very clear by the fact that these holy angels are called
““the elect angels’” (I Tim. 5:21). If they stood while others fell
it was not from inherent strength, but because God, in the exercise
of His good pleasure, had marked them out for Himself, and con-
sequently sustained them.

The description of them as ‘‘elect angels’”” may also remind us
of the teaching of Col. 1, that things in heaven, as well as things
on earth, are embraced in the reconciling work of Christ. Angels
are not redeemed from sin, or reconciled from a state of enmity;
but they have a nearness to God as the result of the death of Christ,
which they had not on the ground of creation. Yet their standing
must ever be distinguished from that of the redeemed of Adam’s
race. When the seed of Abraham, that is those who are Christ’s,
(Gal. 3:29), are contrasted with angels, it is said, ‘‘For verily He
doth not lay hold on angels; but He layeth hold on the seed of
Abraham’ (Heb. 2:16).

The meaning seems to be that the Lord did not take hold of
holy angels to raise them up into the higher position of Sons of God,
and make them His own brethren (verses 10-12). This special dignity
is reserved for the heirs of salvation on whose behalf angels render
service. But, in contrast with their own original position, which was
one of equality with those who fell, and therefore liable to do the
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same, their eternal happiness in the Kingdom of God, and their
condition of abiding holiness are secured to them. They were pre-
served when others fell, and now in Christ, as the Head of the new
creation, they are forever secured from the possibility of falling.

These holy angels are called ‘‘the angels of God,” as being His
own special attendants and messengers, and the ‘‘angels of heaven’,
because, whatever may be the sphere of their service, heaven is
their proper abode. When they appear it is always as sent from God,
as Gabriel said to Zacharias, ‘“I am Gabriel that stand in the pres-
ence of God, and am sent unto thee.” So the Lord said of the little
ones of His kingdom, ‘‘In heaven their angels do always behold the
face of My Father which is in heaven.” The Lord Jesus can also
speak of them as His angels (Matt. 13:41).

5. The Glory of the Holy Angels. Whatever their frailty as
compared with their Creator, and their inferiority to the Son of God,
they are by creation, glorious beings, occupying a very exalted rank,
and being endowed with wonderful powers. They are greater in
power and might than man and they ‘‘excel in strength.”” The
narratives of Scripture give us glimpses of their glory, though we
have carefully to distinguish between the appearances of created
angels, and those of Him, Who, as the ‘‘Angel of Jehovah,” often
in His grace spoke to men.

That holy angels have some charge and control over the affairs
of the kingdoms of earth, seems implied in the book of Daniel, as
well as by the statement, ‘For unto the angels hath He not put in
subjection the world to come, whereof we speak” (Heb. 2:5). The
record of the slaughter of 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians by
the angel of the Lord, tells what these servants of His can accomplish
at His bidding. At the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, an angel,
with ease, rolled away the stone from the door of the sepulchre,
though the stone was ‘‘very great.” When the time comes, one
angel will be sufficient to arrest and bind the mighty prince of
darkness, (Rev. 20:1-3).

6. The Number of the Holy Angels. Though the number of
unfallen angels is nowhere given absolutely, there are clear indica-
tions of its vastness. In speaking of the appearing of Jehovah on
Sinai, Moses says, ‘He came from the ten thousand of holy ones.”
The psalmist writes, ‘The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands upon thousands (Psalm 6, R.V.).

In the sublime vision given to Daniel of the investiture of the
Son of Man with the Kingdom, he beholds the Ancient of Days on
His throne and says, ‘‘Thousand thousands ministered unto Him,
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and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him’ (Dan. 7:10).
In the book of the Revelation, it is said of the angels, ‘‘The number
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand (lit. myriads of myr-
iads) and thousands of thousands.”

7. Orders of Angels. A monotonous equality is no feature of
the works of God. The heavens above and the earth beneath are
full of variety. That there is a corresponding variety amongst the
heavenly hosts, seems clearly implied in the statements of Scripture.
Paul speaks of ‘‘thrones, dominions, principalities and powers,” and
Peter says, ‘‘angels, authorities and powers.”” Michael is described
as ‘‘the first of the chief princes,”” (Dan. 9:13), and is spoken of
as the leader of the heavenly host, just as Satan is the leader of
the hosts of the rebel angels, (Rev. 12:7-9).

The only other angel whose name we know is Gabriel whose
name means ‘‘mighty one of God.”” The bearer of this name is
evidently ‘‘one of the chief princes” who stand in the immediate
presence of God (Luke 1:19). In Rev. 8:2, we read of ‘‘the seven
angels which stand before God.” Whether this description identifies
them with the ‘‘chief princes’ it is impossible to say.

(To be continued)

HIDDEN WORKERS

“My fellow-labourers, whose names are in the Book of Life”
(Phil. 4:3).
“Unknown and yet well known’’ (II Cor. 6:9).

They lived, they served the Master, this we know, and naught besides;
No record of their names is left to show how soon they died;
They did their work and then they passed away, an unknown band,

And took their place among the greater host, in their home-land.

No glory clusters round their names on earth, but in God’s heaven
Is kept a book of names of greatest worth, and there is given
A record of their labour and their fight, though here unknown,
And there the workers’ names shine forth in light, before the throne.

Then take who will the boon of fading fame, but give to me

A place among God’s workmen, though my name forgotten be;
And if in that bright roll at last is found for me a place,

A song of loudest praise to God shall sound, for all His grace.
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THE BRIGHT HOPE KILLED
—AW.J.

“The Bright Hope Killed,”” such was the heading of the following
article which appeared a few days ago in a current publication.

“Of all the eighteen young American skaters who scrambled
aboard Sabena Airline’s 707 Boeing jet at Idlewild, none had greater
prospects of winning fame and glory than did 16-year-old Laurence
Owen. She was bright-eyed, glowing with health and excitement.
She was already near to achieving the dream for which she had
worked all her life. Only a month ago, at Colorado Springs, she
had won the U.S. figure-skating championship. Then, on February 12,
she won the North American singles championship at Philadelphia.
The next goal was the world championship at Prague.

‘“Travelling with Laurie—and sharing her dreams—was her older
sister, and with them their mother who was guiding them both to
Prague. As the jet winged over the North Atlantic last week, the
forecast was for bright sunshine over Brussels, and there was no
anxiety among the 72 aboard. 49 of them were Americans. Right on
schedule, Capt. Louis Lambrechts dropped down for a landing. Then,
something went wrong. Twice the plane circled the field, twice it
lowered and retracted its wheels. Then it plunged down from 600
feet at a 70-degree angle into the field. All aboard were killed.

‘“‘Classmates’ Tears: For aviation experts, it was the eighth
worst disaster in air history . . . For Laurie Owen’s friends, it was
a shocking tragedy. At the high school in her home town of
Winchester, Mass., many of her classmates burst into tears when
the crash was announced. The school flag was lowered to half staff.
Her English teacher, Miss Ruth White, brought out one of Laurie’s
recent poems, to read it to the class. Miss White began to read;
then she broke down sobbing. Laurie’s poem:

Softly,

Softly the spring comes creeping o’er the tired land,
All men awake refreshed;

They rise to greet the world with joy

And birds sing and all becomes newborn.

Gloom is but a shadow of the night, long past;
Hope is the light,

The radiance.”

Underneath the accompanying photograph of Laurie were the
words: ‘“Dreams of glory died in flames.”” Who would not be deeply
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touched with the tragic end of the young athlete and those who
travelled with her in the ill-fated plane?

Let us remind our readers, however, that every worldly dream,
even though it may not end so tragically and suddenly as Laurie’s
did—will dissolve and pass away. One is reminded of the words
of an old hymn:

Tell me the “old, old story,’” if you have cause to fear,
That this world’s empty glory, is costing me too dear.”

The child of God has made the discovery that nothing, absolutely
nothing, in this poor world can really and permanently satisfy. Only
those are really satisfied who can sing with the dying woman who
was surrounded by poverty, “I HAVE CHRIST, WHAT WANT I
MORE?"”

All the brightest hopes and dreams of glory that are connected
only with this world will prove to be a disappointment and will vanish
away. The Lord Jesus asked the question: ‘“For what shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”’ (Mark
8: 36). In order to save the souls of men from sin and all its final
consequences, the wrath of God and the Lake of Fire forever, the
Lord Jesus Christ took our place upon the Cross of Calvary, enduring
the unparalleled sufferings which those sins deserved. He died, He
rose again, and sent forth the glorious Gospel into the world, offering
to WHOSOEVER WILL not only eternal salvation, but present and
eternal satisfaction. “The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Unsaved one, will you not, right now,
receive God’s gift to you?

All those who accept that great salvation find that accompany-
ing it, is a Bright Hope that never will be killed, and Dreams of
Glory which will be fulfilled eternally, far beyond the brightest of
those dreams. What is that bright hope? Jesus is coming again. “If
I go away, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also’’ (John 14:3). What about the dreams of
glory? The Apostle Paul wrote: ‘“‘For I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us’”’ (Rom. 8:18).

May the Lord encourage all who have trusted Christ as a
personal Saviour, to turn their backs upon the world and wholeheart-
edly walk the path of fellowship with the One who is still, ‘‘Rejected,
and by the world disowned.” With the Apostle may we gladly say:
““God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world.” (Gal. 6:14).
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THEY WANT TO FEEL FORGIVEN !
—Mervyn Paul

In our last issue I tried to illustrate a few of the reactions of
Destructive Thinking — an unpleasant theme, but one which confronts
me more and more. Let me describe another angle of it, in the
hope that saints, old as well as young, may be helped to recognize
the thing for what it really is.

Here is a fairly common form: ‘I am so unhappy that I wonder
if T ever shall be happy again. I know I am saved; but I sinned
against the Lord and so displeased Him. I have confessed it, and
confessed it many times; but I never get any relief. It seems
as if God won’t forgive me. I can’t forget it. It haunts me day
and night. I can’t pray; and when I read my Bible it only seems
to condemn me. I don't feel like going to meeting anymore. I can’t
face the Christians. I am so confused I don’t know what to do. I
wish I could go away some place where nobody knows me, where
I could forget and begin over again. Why doesn’t God forgive me?’’

What is there to say about such matters?

Well, assuming that there are no requirements of Assembly dis-
cipline which have been neglected, nor matters requiring to be put
right, this much can be said. It is abundantly clear that dear ones
who are troubled in this manner must be in darkness of soul — in
darkness because they have no light on their problems. And, over
against this situation is the fact that ‘“God is light; and in Him is
no darkness at all’”’ (I John 1:5). Verse 7 shows us that darkness
comes upon us when we fail to walk in His light. What we need to
do, then, IS TO GET BACK INTO HIS LIGHT (the light of His
Word) — not to try to run away from our troubles, something that
cannot be done. They always follow us.

Now, our believer friend says he has confessed his sin. Very
well: but we need to remember that confession is a telling out to
God of the details of our sin—not praying and pleading with God
to forgive us. Indeed, when we plead with Him to forgive us, this
in itself would be a proof that we are not walking in His light at all,
but in darkness. Because, since Calvary, THE RBIBLE NEVER
COUNSELS EITHER SINNERS OR SAINTS TO BEG FOR FORGIVE-
NESS. The sinning saint is told to confess his sin -— to own it all up —
to the Lord. When this is done, we have His iron-clad promise:
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’’ (I John 1:9 ...
True, or false?
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Now then, when Christians have confessed their sins to the Lord,
He declares that HE HAS forgiven them; and more, HE HAS cleansed
them from its defilement . . . .Is He not to be believed?

But it happens now and again that our believer friend still is not
satisfied. His next question is likely to be, ‘“Well, if I really am
forgiven, why do I feel like I do?”’—a tell-tale question, if ever there
was one!

First of all let me state a principle: No maftfer what the situation
may be, wherever there is brooding over things, we can expect to
find self-pity and resentment, also. Therefore the answer, com-
passionately given, but plainly, has to be: ‘It is because you are
indulging in self-pity and resentment, and do not believe God! You
are as sorry for yourself (or for your predicament) as ever you
can be; and you resent the way things are going. The reason?
It is because you do not really believe God’s promises. You consult
your feelings, then brood over your troubles; you worry, resent and
fear, and so build up your tensions” . . . Moreover, if any one
affected as above does not ‘‘snap out of it’”’, such circular reasoning
can become an obsession, leading on to serious emotional disturbance.

Oh Beloved! surely the Word of the Living God should be be-
lieved! When He says that the confessor is both forgiven and
cleansed, then, in positive resting, we ought to respond: ‘“God says I
am forgiven and cleansed—and that’s enought for me! I am going to
rest on His Word, and PRAY FOR GRACE to stop being sorry for my-
self.”” For Self-pity is the hand-maiden of Destructive Thinking. Further-
more, the chief problem of Recovery is to be so used of God that
the distressed believer SHALL: GET AWAY FROM THE CURSE
OF OCCUPATION WITH HIMSELF, HIS TROUBLES, AND THE
WAY HE FEELS, and into such close contact with the Lord (Matt.
17:17) that the power of His Word, plus His resources, will enable
him (or her) to carry on normally once more. Then, if necessary,
he (or she) can live down any stigma by walking in manifest humility
(Romans 12:21).

Many more examples of this very bad thinking and feeling
habit — a habit that plays us right into the hands of the Powers of
Darkness — might be mentioned; but a book-length article would
be needed to do so. These workings of evil spirits upon our human
spirits (Eph. 6:12) are thought by some to be increasing, as the
end of the age closes in upon us. So may we be helped of God to
recognize these snares as Satanic; and let us go in for positive
resting on God and the Word of His grace (Acts 20:32), come what
may. Soon these conflicts will be over, for the return of our Lord
is close at hand.
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NOTES ON GOSPEL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
—Hector Alves

‘““There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.”

In the June, July, and August 1951 issues of the magazine, much
was written about William Cowper as the author of some six hymns
appearing in ‘‘The Believers’ Hymn Book.”” Now, in going through
the writers of hymns in ‘“The Gospel Hymn Book’’ we find the above

hymn from this great writer’s pen. We here add a little more about
the author and his hymn.

William Cowper suffered all of his sixty-nine years. Physically
he had a weak constitution. Mentally he suffered from uncontrollable
melancholy; he had the idea that everyone was against him. Four
times he was committed to insane asylums, and his depressed con-
dition of mind drove him to attempts at suicide, but God always
overruled. He was also afflicted with impaired speech, lisping and
stammering; he studied law, but could not plead cases because of
nervousness and fright. Yet, when he had the control of his faculties,
William Cowper wrote prose, produced poetry, and composed hymns
which have placed him amongst the foremost of English writers.

John Newton, the one time slave trader, did much to encourage
and bring the best of talent out of William Cowper. While Cowper
played with his pet rabbits, and talked to his birds, Newton would
tell him of the need of a hymn for the Prayer Meeting, and soon
he had it. This led to their jointly compiling ‘‘The Olney Hymns’’,
sixty-seven from the pen of Cowper; a book that has been both
widely used, and copied from. Critics have found fault with some
of the expressions used by William Cowper, but his writings have
stood the attacks of two hundred years, and today they are as
popular as ever.

For a long time Cowper thought it was impossible for him to
be saved. However, in July, 1764, sitting in his garden one day
with the Word of God in his hand, he was arrested by the words in
Romans 3:24, 25; “Being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to be
a propitation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God.”” The light of the gospel contained in these wonderful words
entered his soul, and he there and then ‘‘believed to the saving of
his soul.”” No doubt it was with this in mind that he wrote—
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“There is a foyntain filled with blood,
Drawn from anuel’s veins.”

This is a hymn that*has been sung all over the world, and is
very popular in our Gospel meetings. Little did Cowper imagine,
when he first heard John Newton announce this hymn for the first
time in that Olney prayer meeting, that it was the beginning of
singing a hymn that would be sung by countless hundreds of thousands
all over the world. Also, two hundred years after those ‘‘lisping,
stammering tongues lay silent in the grave,”’” these words would
still be resounding around the globe. These were days of sunshine
in Cowper’s spiritual firmament, and his hymns have lightened the
hearts of many a sin sick soul. The influence of this hymn was
greatly felt during ‘“The Revival of 1859.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Send all questions to Hector Alves.

Questions. The following questions have come up in our Assembly
Bible Readings recently, and I would like them answered in Truth
and Tidings for the help of all concerned.

1. Is it correct to say that the local church is in ruins? And
because of this discipline cannot be carried out according to I Cor.
5:4-13, in this age of the church.

2. Do you not think that by showing hospitality and inviting the
disciplined one to our homes for a meal, we might win over the
erring one? Do you not think verse 11, ‘“No, not to eat’’ is going a
bit too far with one who has just been put away from the assembly?

3. Are the sins mentioned in I Cor. 5:11 the only sins that call
for being cut off from the fellowship?

4. What if a brother in our assembly insists on giving ministry
that is neither upbuilding nor edifying to the church? Or if, by his
ministry he is seeking to introduce open principles into the assembly,
should he be asked by those who have a care for the assembly, to
keep silent? What if such an one refuses to take heed? What does
the scripture teach should be done with such a man?

Answers.

1. We do not believe it is correct to say that the church is in
ruins. We have no ‘“thus saith the Lord” for such a statement.
True, there is dearth, declension, and departure from the right ways
of the Lord on every hand today; but there are also many churches
of God where the Philadelphia condition is found. ‘“Thou hast a little
strength, and hast kept My Word, and hast not denied My Name’’
(Rev. 3:8).



TRUTH and TIDINGS 79

Most assuredly discipline according to I Cor. 5:4-13 can be carried
out, ought to be carried out, and is being carried out today in the
churches of God.

2. No, we do not think that the showing of hospitality toward
one under the discipline of I Cor. 5:11 would win the erring one.
However, it is not what we think, but, What saith the Scripture?
“Put away from among yourselves that wicked person’’ (verse 13).
“With such an one no not to eat,”” (verse 11) refers to partaking of
a social meal. One of the several reasons for such discipline is that
the erring one may feel and realize his or her sin, guilt, and
shame. After a period of time, and when there is a real mani-
festation of humility, repentance, and of bowing to the discipline
carried out, then there should be a confirming of love to the erring
one, (see 2 Cor. 2:8).

3. The sins mentioned in I Cor. 5:11 constitute a list, but not
the complete list, of sins which call for excommunication from a
church of God in any given locality. There are other sins, too vile
to mention here, which call for excommunication from the fellowship.
Also, we believe that Matt. 18:17, ‘““Let him be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican;”” and I Tim. 1:20, “Whom I have
delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme;’’ refer
to excommunication from the church.

4, When a brother insists on forcing undesirable ministry upon
the saints, that which does not tend to ‘‘edification and exhortation,
and comfort,”” then Titus 1:10, 11, and Titus 3:10 ought to be carried
out. His “mouth must be stopped;’’ and ‘‘after the first and second
admonition reject.”’ His ministry is to be rejected; the Revised
Version margin gives ‘‘refuse.” That man is a heretic, a factious
person. If such a man does not bow to this form of internal
discipline, then his conduct will, in time, call for excommunication,
because he “will not hear the church.”

Question. We have a question that we would like answered in
Truth and Tidings, if you think it profitable to do so. ‘“What seems
to be the correct interpretation of 1 Cor. 13:10?”’ The Lord has blessed
us through the printed ministry of Truth and Tidings; it is surprising
how often the ‘‘Questions and Answers” have been along the lines
on which we have needed help.

Answer. Verses 8, 9, and 10 of this chapter ought to be read
together, and looked at in the light of verse 12. ‘‘For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is
come, then that which is in part shall be done away” (1 Cor. 13:9,10).

There are some who believe that ‘‘when that which is perfect
is come” refers to the time, not far distant at the time of writing,
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