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SIR JAMES SIMPSON, OF EDINBURGH.

IAMES YOUNG SIMPSON was perhaps the most dis-

tinguished Scotsman of his day. By his development of
the use of chloroform as an anzesthetic he relieved the human
family of untold suffering, and won for himself the highést
honours a grateful nation could lavish upon him.

He was born on June 7th, 1811, into a humble family at
Bathgate, in those days a weaving village near Edinburgh. His
father, David Simpson, was the village baker, so the future
physician had to climb the ladder of fame from a lowly rung.
James was the youngest of a family of eight, seven sons and
one daughter. At the time of his birth times were very hard
with the family ; debt was increasing, and ruin and starvation
were nigh their door. The mother was a godly, hard-working
woman, and rising from her bed when the baby was but a few
days old, she nobly faced the difficulties with her husband.
Under her careful management their business began slowly to
improve, so much so that the neighbours commented on the
good fortune the advent of the seventh son had brought.

When James was but a boy at school the health of the
mother began to give way. She was a woman of prayer.
After her morning’s work was over she was frequently missed
(rom the shop, and James on coming home [or his forenoon’s
‘““piece ” would sometimes find her in her room with face
buried praying for the individual members of her family,
whom it was quite evident she must soon leave. Doubtless
much of the future success of the famous physician was due to
the earnest prayers of his devoted mother.

Possessed of a good memory and a wonderful aptitude to
learn, his brothers and sister decided he should be the
student of the family, and to this end they each contributed
their mite. At the age of fourteen, having learned all he
could in the parish school of Bathgate, he was enrolled as a
student in the Arts Classes of Edinburgh University. Forty
years alterwards, when receiving the Freedom of the City of
Edinburgh, he said to his fellow-citizens: “I came to settle
down in Edinburgh and fight amongst you a hard and uphill
battle of life for bread, and name and fame ; and the fact that
I stand here before you this day so far testifies that in that
arduous struggle 1 have won."”

In 1835 he settled down in Edicburgh to acquire a practice
of his own His patients being mostly poor, he had a hard
fight to get ends to meet, but, as he himself said, he put “a
stout heart to a stey brae,” and it was not long until patients

6



Sir fames Simpson, of Ldinburgh.

with fees in their hands, hearing good reports of him, came to
Teviot Row to seek out the talented young doctor. He
married in the year 1839, and in 1840, when only 29 years of
age he was elected to a Pio‘essor's Chair in the University.

\When a student at the University, James had sickened at
the suffering he witnessed in the operating theatre, and had
serious intentions of abandoning his medical studies. He,
however, thought bet er of it, and resolutely made up his
mind to wage a determined fight against pain, so that when
in 1846 there came [rom America the news of the first trial
of ether in surgery, no one welcomed it more heartily
than Professor Simnpson, who was the first man to use it in his
own line of practice. DBelieving, however, that something else
could be got which would serve the same purpose as ether and
yet be unaccompanied by its inconveniences, he set out in hot
pursuit of a better “drowsy syrup” than ether. During the
summer and autumn of 1847 he and his assistants spent night
after night, after their day’s work was over, trying various
narcotic drugs. On the night of 4th November, 1847, the
famous discovery was made, which is described in a letter
written aflterwards by Professor Simpson to a friend. He says:

“I had the chloroform for several days in the house befare
trying it, as, after seeing it such a heavy, involatile-like
liquid, I despaired of it, and went on dreaming about
others. The first night we took it, Dr. Duncan, Dr. Keith,
and I all tried it simultaneously, and were all ‘under the
table’ in a minute or two.” Needless to say, Professor
Simpson’s joy was great at the discovery of so potent an agent
to deaden the suffering he had daily to witness. The Duchess
of Argyll wrote him within a month after the discovery, and
said: ‘““Next to the cure of souls, there can be no more
wonderful blessing bestowed on man than to have been
allowed the possession of such a gift of healing.”

In the year 1862 Prolessor Simpson underwent a great
spiritual change. ‘‘\WWhat do you consider the greatest discovery
you ever made?” an interviewer once asked of him. “That I
have a Saviour,” replied the Professor without hesitation.

It was about this time that he wrote as [ollows:

“When I was a boy al school, I saw a sight I never can for-
get—a man tied to a cart and dragged before the people’s
eyes, through the streets of my native town, his back torn and
bleeding from the lash. It was a shameflul punishment. For
many offences? No; for one offence. Did any of the towns-
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Str fames Simpson, of Ldinburgh.

men offer to divide the lashes with him? No; he who com-
mitted the offence bore all alone the penalty of a changing
human law, for it was the last instance ol its infliction.

When I was a student at the University, I saw another
sight I never can forget—a man brought out to die. His
arms were pinioned, his face was already as pale as death—
thousands of eager eyes were on him as he came up [rom the
jail in sight. Did any man ask to die in his room? Did any
iriend come and loose the rope, and say, ‘Put it around my
neck, I dieinstead ? No; he underwent the sentence of the
law. For many offences? No; for one offence. He had
stolen a money parcel from a stage-coach. He broke the law
at one point, and died for it. It was the penalty of a chang-
ing human law in this case also; it was the last instance of
capital punishment being inflicted for that offence.

[ saw another sight—it matters not when—myself a sinner
standing on the brink of ruin, dese1vmg nought but Hell.
For one sin? No; for many, many sins committed against
the unchanging laws of God. But again I looked and saw
Jesus, my Substitute, scourged in my stead, and dying on the
cross for me. I looked, and wept, and was forgiven. And it
seemed to me to be my duty to tell you of that Saviour, to
see if you will not also ‘look and live.””

In the execution of his duty he had to witness many a
death scene, and when all human aid had failed he would
point the dying patient to the Lord Jesus Christ, the unfailing
Healer. He had implicit confidence in the Bible. It was his
constant companion throughout life, and amongst the many
changing volumes which littered his study and bedroom there
was always close at hand “ The Book’ he had learned to read
standing at his father’s knee.

Old before his time, through overstrain and worry he began
comparatively early in life to show traces of ill health. During
some night journeys to London in bitterly cold weather to
give his opinion in a legal case, he contracted a severe cold
from which he never really recovered

One of his favourite hymns was ‘ In Immanuel’s Land,” and
when on his death-bed he would ask for the hymn to be read
and re-read to him. As his nephew repeated to him his
favourite psalms and porllons of Scriplure he would say,* Stop

a moment, say that again.” On the evening of 6th May,
187o,when only 58 years of age, he who had lived for the
benefit of his fellow-men entered into * Rest.” J.G.
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THE NAME ABOVE EVERY NAME.

Z
z
7
Z
7
7
7

VEN in its wondrous adaptability the precious Name of
Jesus can lay claim to the above title. In fact it could

be used every Sunday of the month and every month of the
year, and still not be exhausted. I. Who has not heard of
the old and good way of using it in acrostic fashion: JEsUs
ExacTLy Suits Us SINNERS. This could easily be used for
infants as a Fiznger Lesson: 11. There is another old setting
which works well as a Blackboard Lesson: JEsus (Matt. 1. 21)
ExaLTeED (Acts 2. 36) Saviour (Acts 13. 23) UNIVERSALLY
(John 3. 16) Saves (1 Tim. 4. 10). II[I. Here is a new
style which makes a good Ca»d Lesson: Jesus (Luke 1. 31),
with bold capital letter in blue, smaller letters underneath, or
on back of card. EVERLASTING (John 5. 24), gold or yellow
letter. Saves (Heb. 7. 25), white letter, to indicate, made
‘“clean every whit.” UxcoprLy (Rom. 5. 6), black letter,
telling of sin, death, and doom. SINNERS (1 Tim. 1. 15),
red letter. Crimson sins cleansed in Calvary's crimson tide.
1V. A Study Lesson for Senior or Bible Class is formed of
what Jesus does: JUusTiFiEs (Luke 18. 14); EMANCIPATFS
(Titus 2. 14) ; Saves (Matt. v. 21) ; UNsurbpENs (Matt. 11. 28);
SATISFIES (John 4. 14). V. Last, a good Lesson lor Zeackers
and others might be given on * Wonders in the Name ” (Acts
4. 30): (1) Lame cured (Acts 3 6), (2) Sick made whole (Acts
9. 34), (3) Demons cast out (Acts 16. 18), (4) Li‘e to all who
believe (John 20. 31), (5) All shall bow (Phil. 2. 9). These
will indicate that ** IHis Name is indeed wonderful.” ‘Teacher
must adapt and illustrate according to nature of the class. uyrp.

lyepate Levson, No. 49 9



THE GOSPEL OF PEACE.

ESCRIBED by the apostle as the ‘* Gospel of God” and

the **Gospel of Christ”; God’s good news for this

dispensation ; the reply of grace to the -guilt of the Cross : the

answer of the love of God to man’s hate; the declaration of
an amnesty and the proclamation of forgiveness.

Concerning Jesus Christ (Romans 1. 2). Tells us of the
Person and theme of God’s revelation ; His identification with
the fallen sons of men (sin excepted), and His suffering
for sin (Rom. 8. 3). Afterwards His glory. There is not
a claim made by the Son while on earth but God has
recognised and vindicated in the Gospel. It is also the
declaration of certain facts concerning Jesus Christ (1 Cor.
15.3). Thelife and death of Christ are authenticated history,
but the truth that “Christ died for our sins”is a Divine
revelation preached to the world for the obedience of faith.

The Revelation is a threefold one—(1) of the righteous-
ness of God (Rom. 1. 17), a righteousness before which the
whole world stands guilty and condemned, but a righteous-
ness which finds satisfaction for sin in the death of God’s
Son, and declares itself in the justification of the sinner (Rom.
3. 26); (2) a revelation of His grace (Rom. 5. 21).—grace
which triumphs over the Cross, and the subsequent rejection
of Christ; which, in spite of man’s sin, still proclaims peace;
(3) arevelation of God's glory (2 Cor. 4. 6). The Crossissucha
complete triumph that He who hung upon it yesterday is on the
[father’s throne to-day;oursalvationisin keeping with Hisglory.

Its Power. 'To the world the preaching of the Cross is
[oolishness, but by that Cross God has weighed and measured
the hearts of men. Through the Cross alone grace flows out
to man. God has concluded all under sin that He might
have mercy on them that believe (Gal. 3. 22). The Gospel
is not only God's message, but to the soul who believes it
becomes (God’s power, regenerating and sanctifying His life.

Its Claims. [Preached for the obedience of faith it is more
than an invitation. Tt is also a command. God claims for
His revelation the beliefl of mankind, and this is the only way
in which grace can reach the sinner. It is here the Gospel
meets us, and the response of the believer is the first step in
the pathway of faith. The Gospel separates us (o its service
(Rom. 1. 1), requires our fellowship (I’hil. 1. 5), makes us

witnesses (Acts 1. 8), and ambassadofs (2 Cor. 5 20). and
brings a responsibility which will only end when the servant
hears tbe summons, * Come up higher.” J. H.

Bible Class Lesson, No. 38 10



SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS,
Seven Forms of Judgment in 1 Corinthians.

1. Motive judgment,- 4.5 | 5. World judgment, - 6. 2
2. Self-judgment,- - 11.31 | 6. Angelic judgment, - 6. 3
3. Divine judgment,- 12. 32 | 7. Civil judgment,- - 6.6
4. Assembly judgment, 6. 5 T. B.
Job a Type of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jobr.3, - - His Former Glory, - - Prov. 8
Job 16. 15, - - His Humility, - - - Phil. 2. 8
Job 42. 10-12, - His Latter Glory, Phil. 2.9; Rev.1.8

Last Days of Old and New Testament. D-W-
Malachi’'s day corresponds with Laodicea. Six things

marked their condition—

1. DousTeED Love. * Wherein hast Thou loved us”—
Mal. 1. 2.

2. DEFiLeD Honour ¢ Ye offer polluted bread upon
Mine altar "— Mal. 1. 6.

3. DespiseD TaBrLe. “The table of the Lord is con-
temptible "—Mal. 1. 7.

4. DEGRADED MoRAL STANDARD. * Every one that doeth
evil is good "—Mal. 2. 17.

5. DEPLETED STOREHOUSE. “Ye have robbed Me"—

Mal. 3. 8.

6. DiscCONTENTED SERVICE. ‘‘[t is vain to serve God"—
Mal. 3. 14.

Contrast ** Then they that feared the Lord spake often one
to another ”— Mal. 3. 16. W. H.

Four Examples of Lowliness.

In Philippians 2 we have four great examples of
“lowliness "'—

1. Tue Lorp HlinseLr. Unselfishness brought Him
from above. 1 can learn a great deal [rom my brethren,
but I only see perfection in the Man Christ Jesus.

2. Paur (verse 17). ¢‘ Offered upon the sacrifice.”
Margin reads, ‘‘ poured out.” He likens the faith of the
Philippians to the ‘“bullock,” and his martyrdom to the
“cup of wine" poured on the oﬂ'enng Forty years bufleted.
¢« All for the elect’s sake."

3. TiMoTuEUS (verse 19) Like-minded.” All seektheir
own, but Timotheus ¢ cared for you."”

4. ErapuroDITUS (verse 25). The man who could carry
a parcel for Paul from Philippi to Rome at the risk of his
life (verse 30). When sick he thought not of his sickness,
but of their anx’ely about his sickness (verse 26).  w. w. r.
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For BiBLE Cuasses, Sunpay Scuoors, aAND Home Use,.

A Series of Studies taking up as Old Testament portion the entrance of Israel
*“INTO TIIE LAND OF PROMISE.” and as New Testament portion some ** STIRRING
SCENES FROM THE SAVIOUR'S LIFE.”

DAVID ESTABLISHED KING.

ReAD 2 Sam. 6. 1-12. LearNy Heb. 10. 12, 13. IIN18, God’s king, Psalm 2 6; King of
kingy, 1 Tim. 6. 16; King of saints, Rev. 16. 3; everlasting dominion, Dan. 7. 14.
DAVID is admittedly a type of our Lord Jesus in His calling, in His

rejection, and in His exaltation, subduing all enemies under His
feet, and in His universal reign; consequently we may expect to see in
this les<on teaching regarding King Jesus.

KINSMAN. ‘“We are thy bone and thy flesh.” So said all Israel
that day. Though for long he had been disowned by the manyand
owned bythe few, he was now approached as a kinsman. Jesus, our
Lord, was really Son of Man as well as Son of God—is our Kinsman
Redeemer (Heb. 2. 14). It was necessary that the eternal Sosz assume
the likeness of men in order that He might redeem men (Phil. 2. 7).

VICTOR. “Thou leddest out'’ (verse 2). Recollection of deeds
wrought for them arisein their mnemories and ase confessed. The slay-
ing of Goliath and defeat of the Philistines form a ground of faith in
David’s fitness to rule. So all the works of Jesus, in overcoming the
devil and releasing out of his grasp, proclaim Jesus worthy to wear the
crown (Rev. 5. 9). *The Lord said unto thee.”’ Divine authority is now
recognised; the good choice of God is at last assented to. The tall
‘* Saul” was the choice of the people; the shepherd lad God’s choice.
Jesus is God's chosen and anointed King (Psalm 2).

SHEPHERD. ‘‘Thou shalt feed my people lsrael, and thou shalt be
a captain over lsrael” (verse 2). Feed as a shepherd and lead as a
captain. Sheep need a shepherd, warriors require a captain. Sheep
williout a shepherd are helpless (Mark 6. 34), and warriors without a
captain becoume a fleeing mob (1 Kings 22. 17). David is a true type of
the Lord Jesus Christ, who fulfils towards His people to-day the double
office of Shepherd and Captain. A Shepherd to feed us from the green
pastures and still waters of His Word (Psaln 23). and a Captain to lead
us in the right way, the end of which is glory (Heb. 2. 10).

KING. ‘“David made a league with them” (verse 3). Into covenant
relationship with the submissive Israelites who now took their place,
David took his. This was right, and the right order. The confession
(Rom. r10. 9), obedience of faith (Rom. 1. 5), and covenant mercies (Isa.
55. 3) are God’s way of blessing. No bargaiu first, nor bargain from the
sinner—it was David who made the league. °‘‘Theyanointed David'
(verse 3). This was the third stage in the anointing of David the king:
according to God and of God (1 Sam. 16. 12, 13), by Judah (a section of
the people only) in 2 Sam. 2. 4, and now by the whole. So wrought out
God's purpose with David—so will yet Go1's purpose be fulfilled with
Jesus (Phil. 2. 10, 11).

DAVID'S FAITHFULNESS.

Rrap 2 S8am. 0. 1-16. Lranry Rev. 21, 3. 1LinTs, God's dwelling places, Exod. 23. 8;
1 Kings 6. 13 ; Isainh 57, 15; 1 Cor. J. 16; 2 Cor. 0. 10.

ANY yecars had elapsed since the Ark of God—that sacred symbol

of the Divine Presence—lnd found a resting-place at Kitjath-

jearim (¢ Sam. 7. 1), and no mention is made of it during all the life of

Saul. To David belongs the credit of stirring up God'’s people to seck ite
recovery and a place of sacred honour in the midst of them,

A NEGLECTED ARK. It was the very heart of the tabernacle

worahir—a symbol of the Divine P’resence. It might be good to describe

i, witll its mercy-scat, cherubim, and shekinnh glory; its place cf
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Dawmd’s Faithfulness.

dwelling in the Holy of Holies. Its use should also be explained—a
meeting-place of God with man (Exod. 25. 22) on the groundpof atone-
ment. For seventy years it had lain in partial neglect, and having been
established king, David now takes measures to make the capital of his
kingdom the central place of worship for all tribes.

A GREAT REVIVAL. True godliness seeks much fellowship, so
David gathered the chosen of Israel, 30,000 (see 1 Chron. 13), and con-
sulted with them about what was in his heart. This was a great
conference, on a great subject, with a great purpose in view. David’s
piety comes out here—his desire to set God in the midst of the kingdom.

A GRIEVOUS ERROR. Everythingin connection with the taber-
nacle had been particularly arranged for, and it was written in the books
of the law. David should have read that law (Deut. 17. 18-20). There it
was written that the Levites should carry the Ark (Num. 4. 15; 7. 9; I0.
21). David evidently copied the Philistines in putting the Ark on a new
cart, drawn by cattle (1 Sam. 6). But the Philistines had no Bible; David
had—this made him responsible (Heb. 2. 1). To disobey God is a
grievous sin, and vet there are many to-day refusing to obey the Gospel
(2 Thess. 1. 8; 1 Peter 4. 17).

A SOLEMN LESSON. Uzziah, who was, with his brother Ahio,
driving the cart, put up his hand to steady the Ark, and died. His con-
duct indicated irreverence. The Levites were forbidden to touch the Ark
on pain of death (Num. 4. 15-20). The joyous procession was stopped,
the day ofgladness became a day of sadness, all through inattention to
God’'s Word. Many cases like this (see Lev. 10. 1-6; Num. 20. 1-13; 1
Sam. 6. 19; 15. 22, &c.). The judgment of God made David so afraid that
he refused to move the ark to hiscity. David’s fear was like Adaw’s in
Eden (Gen. 3. 10); it was the result of sin. There is a right kind of
fear which is the beginning of wisdom. We should fear and reverence
His presence; but there need be no dread of'God if He is approached in
the right way (Heb. 4. 16).

A BLESSED RECEPTION. A resting-place was found in Obed-
edom's house, and a remarkable blessing followed the pious reception ot
the Ark (see John 1. 12; Luke 19. 6, 9). The same blessed result follows
the reception of the Lord Jesus into the heart (Acts 16. 34).

DAVID'S LOVE.

REaD 2 Sam, 9. 1.13. Lekarx Eph. 2, 13, IlinTs, Love to friends, John 15 13; to a
world, John 3. 16; to enemies, Rom. 5. b; to a person, Gal. 2. 20.
HERE is no sweeter or simpler story, brimful of Gospel allegory, to
be found on sacred page than the one before us now. A few of the
points only can, in the space allowed, be noted here.

KINDNESS. In 1 Samuel 18. 1-4 we read of the heart action out of
which the story rises. Jonathan loved David *‘ as his own soul,"” and in
1 Samuel 20. 13-17 is recorded a covenant made by Jonathan with
David which covered not only their own life-titme, but that of their
lhouses for ever. In this covenant we get first the expression *‘the
kindness of the I.ord " (verse 1).

REMEMBRANCE. Tirmly established on his thrine. David's heait
was moved toward the old love and the old covenant. ** The kindness of
God " was the terms of the bargain, an unlimited quantity, and to be
bestowed, not on account of the recipient’s condition or position hnt
solely and onlv * for Jonathan's sake’ (verse 1).

PERFORMANCE. The *house of Saul" was overthrown and
almost extinet, Saul had been David's inveternte enemy, yet it was of
this family the King would make the subject of kindness like God's
(Romi, 5, 8, 10), Thiv subject had to be searched for, and was found at
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Dawvid’'s Love.

Lode-bar, a poor cripple, lame in both feet. David sent and *‘ fetched'”
him, aud brought him to himself—this is pure gospel (1 Peter 3. 18).

NEARNESS. In his royal grace David showed God’s kindness in
bringing Mephibosheth to himself into his own presence, and to sit at
his table, aug that for all hisdays (John 17.24). Reautiful type of the
position and prospects of all who are subjects of divine grace.

WORTHLESS. ¢ A dead dog’ (verse 8), unworthy of the King’s
notice; true appreciation of grace acts thus. No reason for kindness to
me iu myselfis the heartfelt expression of the believer. *I am a man
of unclean lips,” said Isaiah; * I am not worthy,” said the prodigal; I
am the chief of sinners,” said the apostle.

INHERITANCE. Poor, lame, Meplibosheth had his inheritance
bestowed upon him, and a retinue of servants appointed to serve him
and supply his wants; add to this that his place of residence was the
KinF's palace at Jerusalem, and you have a complete picture indeed
(Eph. 1. 3).

CONTINUANCE. Mephibosheth did eat continrally, and emphasis is
put on the fact that he was *‘lamein both his feet.”” David saw Jonathan
in that cripple man. and doubtless never wearied of the lame one’s
deformity ‘ for Jonathan’s sake.” Oh, how sweet to know a poor sinner
can be loved and borne with “ for Jesus’ sake’” (1 John 2. 12; John 16.
27), and wonderful the assurance that this love and grace will last to all
eternity.

DAVID’S LAST WORDS.

Reap 2 Sam. 23. 1-7. Leawry Isainh 55. 3. I1lixts, JacoD, Gen. 4S; Moses, Deut. 313
Joshua, Joshua 23 ; Stephen, Acts 7 ; Paul, 2 Tim. 4. 6-8.

THE last words of an aged man, if he bea wise man and has had
much experience, must be interesting and profitable.

EXALTED BY GOD. ‘David, the son of Jesse’ (verse 1). This
points back to the howme of Bethlehem, and reminds us of lowly origin—
a poor shepherd boy, a farmer’s son (1 Sam. 7. 8). God in grace stoops
down to lift up the poor (2 Cor. 8. g9), as well as save the lost (Titus 2. 11).
The subject of grace owns the extent of that grace. Trom the dunghill
to the seat among princes (Psalm 113.,7, 8; 1 Sam. 2. 8; Eph. 2. 4-6).

REJECTED BY MEN. ‘Theanointed of God" (verse 1). In this
a type of Jesus, the Messiah (Psalm 2. 2). As David was God's anointed,
and for a time rejected, so Jesus, the Real Anointed, is now rejected
(Luke 19. 14), and as David ultimately reigned in Jerusalem, so will
Jesus yet reign (r Cor. 15. 25).

CROWNED WITH GLORY. ‘“There shall be One that ruleth’
(R.v.). God's own King comes into prophetic view here—the only King
Jesus (1 Tim. 6. t5). The very One who was crowned with thorns to
save will be crowned with many crowns to judge and reign (Rev. 19. 13).
See also Daniel 7. 4.

UNFAILING IN PROMISE. Although my liouse, that is, David's
natural children, may and did fail, yet God’s purpose and promise never
could, It was ‘ ordered in all things,” and *sure.” Iiven the failure
and sin were covered and provided for in the coveuant of God (Psalmn
89. 34). Jesus sealed and confirmed Ilis covenant in Ilis own Dblood
(Luke 22. 20), and it is now an everlasting covenant (l{eb. 13. 20), aud
sure and steadfast (Heb, 6. 19).

RIGHTEOUS IN JUDGMENT. ‘“Sons of Relial.” Words of
warning here. Salvation so great, who shall lose it ? (Ileb, 2. 3). *‘They
shall be thrust away.” ‘‘T'hey shall be utterly burned with fire.” The
reign of Christ {4 the destruction of the impunitent unbeliever (I’salm a).
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Sulyects for Sunday.
THE ATTRACTIVE SAVIOUR.

Reap John 1. 35-51. LEARN Rev. 22. 17. HiNTS, All may come, Matt. 11. 28 ; John G.
37; all will not come, John 5. 40 ; all will see, Rev. 1. 7; Luke 13. 28.

THE ptesent lesson is an interesting glimpse of Jesus as the centre
_ of attraction and the gathering unto Himself of a little band of
admiring followers, who saw in Him the long-looked for Messiah.

THE PATTERN SAINT. Friends and relations first (Luke 8. 39).
Andrew is not a patron saint, but a pattern saint in this, that, having
found Clirist himself, he sought his own brother and told him of his
great discovery—the Clrist—and brought Simon to Jesus.

THE KNOWING SAVIOUR. We are reminded of Adam in Eden
putting names on all he saw, using his wisdom in that work. Jesus, to
everyone who comes to Him, can at once give.a name fitting to their
character. ‘ Thou art,” shows He knows what Zas been; ‘‘ Thou shalt
be,” that He knows what is yet to be.

THE GROWING CIRCLE. Philip was mnext brought into the
circle; he was of the same place (Bethsaida) as Andrew and Peter—
possibly a companion of theirs. Did Andrew and Peter expect this, or
ask it? Two of one family, three out of one village, gathered to Jesus.

THE DIVINE REVEALER. As in the case of Peter, when
Nathaniel was brought to Jesus he found One who knew him, could tell
who he was, his character, and what he had been doing (Heb. 4. 13).
This is abundantly shown in John’s: Gospel. In the revealing of
Nathaniel to himself, Jesus’ own Person shone out—His divinity, His
royalty, was apprehended by the ‘‘Israelite indeed.” Note the force of
the word ‘ indeed.” Contrast with ‘“in name"” or in nationality only.

THE FUTURE GLORY. Jacob's dream (Gen. 28) is shown to be
yet unaccomplished. It shall yet be fulfilled, and believers will see it, and
are looking forward to it. Blessed ‘coming,” ‘‘ inding,” and ‘‘ seeing.”
Coming to Jesus, the Lamb of Gcd, Son of God, finding Him, and in
Him eternal life and glory; seeing in Him not only the dying, sin-
bearing One, but the living, risen, gloiified, and coming King.

SOLOMON'S WISE REQUEST.

Reap 1 Kings 3. 5-15. LeArN Deut. 30. 19. 1lixTs, Bad choice, Gen. 13. 11; strange
choice, ITeb. 11. 25 ; wise choice, 2 Chron. 1. 10; best choice, Luke 10. 42.

AVID, God's chosen king, has passed away, leaving his testimony

of God's goodness behind him, and his son Solomon accupies his.

prominent place. A great opportunity for good or evil is before that

young man. How will he use it? So before every young person lie a
lifc on earth and a future beyond it to be either a blessing or a curse.

SOLOMON'S REVELATION. ‘The Lord appeared to Solomon 1u
a dream” (verse 5). God of old, before Bible revelation was coumplete,
often dealt with man in dreams (Job 33. 14-16), as at the outset of Jacob's
life at Bethel (Gen. 28. 12), to Joseph (Gen. 37. 5, 9), and to Pharaoh,
Nebuchadnezzar, and others. Note the grace of God in thus offering
him the choice of all that God could out of lHis great riches give Ilis
youug servant. No special visit is now needed; the hike offer stands
good in God's Word to-day (John 16. 23, 24).

HIS OPPORTUNITY. Doubtless the Iord knew Solonion’s heart,
and could put this opportunity within his reach. Not every man can he
trusted Lo choose. Remember Iot's choice (Gen. 13. 11), lisau’s choice
(ITeb. 12, 16), 1lerod’s wife's daughter’s choice (Mark 0. 25), the people's
choice (Luke 23. 18). God help all to make Mary'a choice (Tuke 10, 42).
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Solomon's Wise Request.

HIS CONFESSION. ‘ Thou has showed .. great mercy” (verse 6).
Solomon in his reply calls to mind and confesses that his father David
Teceived all from éod's store of mercy—not his own merit—and
Solomon’s own position was just a continuance and sequel to that same
muercy. God's mercy to the father and God's mercy to the son. The
covenant holds good to all related to the Head (Rom. §. 1, 2).

HIS HUMILITY. ‘‘Iam but alittlechild....I know not” (verse 7).
This is a mark of a converted one (Matt. 18. 3). ‘‘Of such is the
kingdom of heaven’ (Mark 10. 14). A truly great confession. A deep
sense of our ignorance is the highest wisdom (1 Cor. 8. 2). The going
out and coming in need the guidance and instruction of true wisdom
(Eph. 5. 15).

HIS REQUEST. “ An understanding heart” (verse g). Passing by
riches, honour, fame, and all outward showy things, Solomon sought the
best of gifts—good for himself, good for his people, and pleasing to God.
The condition of the heart is of the most vital importance; as a compass
to a ship, as a mainspring and regulator to a watch, is the heartin man’s
life; if wrong there, all is wrong (Prov. 4. 23; Rom. 10. 10). God is
pledged to give an answer to such a petition (James 1. 5); a wise child is
a father’s delight (Prov. 10. 1). * The speech pleased the Lord”
(verse 10). How often man’s choice and speech have gneved the Lord.
‘The highest pleasure anyone can give to God is the acceptance of His
Son as Saviour, and the desire to know more of Him (Luke g. 23).

HIS RICHES. ‘I have also given thee.” If the right things are
sought after, they come not alone. ‘* Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”
(Matt. 6. 33). Our lesson sliould then teach the benefit of wise desires;
to the unsaved, God waits to bestow freely the best of all pifts, eternal
life in Christ Jesus, a salvation procured by the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ ; to the saved, that wisdom fitting for a child of God, pleasing to
Him and beneficial to all men.

SOLOMON’S GREAT WORK.

Rra0l KRings & 64-G3.  1.earN Psalm 72.17. 1lints, A great work, John 17. 4; great
workers, John 5. 17 ; finished work, John 19. 30.
OUR present lesson has for its subject the king in his glory in the
presence of the temple he had built, and in the midst of God's
<hosen people gathered round it.

A FINISHED WORK. We seein the temple building a finished
work. It had been a long time in preparation and progress. The plan
Tad been great, and much toil and wisdom involved. but now it was fin-
ished. Tlhis reminds us of a greater work. ‘' Finished” (John 1g9. 30)
so far as redemption work is concerned, yet being carried on to comple-
tion by the glorified Christ.

A COSTLY WORK. It had been a costly work. The gold, silver,
stones, and timber were of untold value, yet were of no value when we
think of the precious blood of Christ (t Peter 1. 19; Acts 20. 23).

GOD-GLORIFYING WORK. It had been a God-honouring work
in that in the view of all the nations, as well as in the midst of Isrmael,
God had his place of worship set up. Solomon's work, however, is not
to be compared with the work of Christ in glorifying God (John 17. 4) in
the past, at present, and in the future,

A BLESSED WORK. IL was a work conveying Dblessing lo the
people. God in [is place, and honoured, is sure to result thus. Having
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Solomon’s Great Worhk.

concluded his prayer at the dedication of the finished temple, Solowon
rises from his knees, and facing theé)eople blessed them with a loud
voice. In this he is a type of the Lord Jesus, who went to heaven with
upllfted hands of blessing (Luke 24. 51), whose hands are now uplifted
in God's presence for us (Heb. 7. 25), and who will come in like manner.

A PEACEFUL WORK. ¢“Hath given rest” (verse 56). This is a
great blessing—the opposite of disquietude and trouble, war and alarm,
as well as freedom from burdened labour. Christ gives it (Matt. 1r1. 28),
and we receive it or enter into it by faith (Heb. 4. 3). Restis cousequent
on finished work ,Gen. 2. 2; Heb. 1. 3).

AN UNFAILING WORD. ¢‘“There hath not failed one word’”
(verse 56). Much had been promised (Deut. 12. g-12), and all had been
fulfilled. It will always be so. God will perform all His counsel (Matl.
24. 35). ‘‘ Not failed ” is a beautiful expression ; all the trustthat can be
reposed in any word of God will be fullyJubtlﬁed Christ is the unfail.
ing God (Heb. 1. 12); His Word'the unfailing Word—* a faithful word’”
(r Tim. 1. 5).

A DIVINE PROMISE. “ The Lord our God be with us” (verse 57).
I'rom praise Solomon glides into prayer that God should be with them,
and *‘ not leave nor forsake them,” that covenant mercy be given them,
and, funher, that ‘ hearts may be inclined to Him?” (verse 58)—a
beautiful condition of Ruoch-like communion. What a wonder that
Christ’s atoning work makes this possible (1 John 1. 7).

SOLOMON'S ROYAL VISITOR.

ReEap 1 Kings 10. 1-13.  Lekary Matt. 12. 42, IIints, A learned visitor, John 3. 2
weeping visitor, Luke 7. 37 ; needy visitor, John 4. 47.

HE story of the visit of Sheba's Queen to the court of Solomion the
Kingis rich in type and allegory, and admittedly is a type of the
greater Aing of Glory, our Lord Jesus.

THE KING'S FAME. Some who had seen Solomon’s glory and
heard his wisdom. in their travels spread the King's fume. and m dark
Ethiopia Sheba's Queen heard. Having some ‘‘ hard questions” (verse
1) she could not get solved elsewlere, she travelled some 1500 miles to
see the King himself. The journey w ould be undertaken on the camel's
back, and assuming that the party travelled at the rate of twenty miles
per day—a fair average —it would take seventy-five days for the journey.
I'he return journey would of course take the same time. It would be well
if people were as anxious to day to hear ahout the King of kings and
I.ord of lords. Note that it was ‘‘ concerning the name of the Lord”
(verse 1) that Solomon's reputation reached her.

THE QUEEN'S DIFFICULTIES. Not content with hearing abou?
Solomon. the Queen earned fame by coming Lo him. Shecame with her
difficulties to the King. There is a lesson here fur all; we ought to
bring not only our difficulties but our sius to Jesus.

‘* He Lears them all, and frees us
Frow the accursed load.”

HER CONFESSION. The Queen *coumnmuned with him of all that
was in her heart " (verse z). Nolto everyone can we opeu the heart; but
such the grace and wisdom of Jesus that a poor sinner can tell ALL . and
ITe will not despise or spurn (John 6. 37), and ** Ile told her all things™
(see Jobn 4). * Come, see a Man, which told me all thiugs that ever 1
did.” Thus this woman shared in Solomon's wisdom, and had her puzzles
unravelled to her nmazement and satisfactiou, When we unburden all
that 1s in our hearts, He reveals to us all the grace that is in 1lis heart.
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Solomon’s Royal Visilor.

“It was a true report” (verse 6) I'rue, but only partial—*'the half was
not told me™ (verse 7), she said. Some things cannot be described fully
—the riches of Christ are unsearchable (Col. 4. 4).

HER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. The Queen blessed God forgiving
His people such a King, and exclaimed, ‘' Happy are thy men’’ having
the privilege of hearing ‘ continually his wise words" and seeing his
great works. Such happinessis the portion ofthe believer (Luke 10 42),
now and will be to all eternity (Rev. 22. 4).

HER GIFTS. ‘She gave the King,” (verse 10) and King Solomon
‘‘gave unto the Queen” of his royal bounty ‘‘all her desire.”” Sois the
Lord honoured in the voluutary gifts of His people, and His people are
enriched by His gifts. He gave her more than shegave him. Anything
we give to the Lord Jesus will be paid back with interest. The first

request He makes is: ‘‘ Son, give Me thine heart.”

HER JOY. ‘' She went on her way rejoicing,” as did the eunuch
(Acts 8. 39), full of joy, to tell others of the wondrous person and wondrous
things she had seen and heard, as well as to show the gifts she had
teceived. In the Judgment thisqueen will appear as a witness against
all who neglect and reject the wisdom and bounty of a greater than
Solomon (Matt. 12. 42).

A PHARISEE PERPLEXED.

Reap John 3 1-17. LrarM John 3. 5. [TiNTs, Result of visit, John 7. 50 ; 19. 39 ;sinner’s
night, Dan. 5. 30 ; traitor’s night, John 13. 30 ; Saviour’s night, 1 Cor. 11. 23.

.OHN'’S third chapter is perhaps the chapter most fawiliar to us of all
the Sacred Book, yet we can never look into it without gaining fresh
views of the great depths it discloses in its profound teaching.

AN HONEST SEEKER. Nicodemus was a sample mau in many
senses—perhaps one of the best that could be found—a Pharisee, that 1s
a very strictly religious man; and a ruler, that is a master or teacher of
Israel. He was no common or ignorant man, and yet he was only a
man, born of the flesh (Rom. 8. 8), though religious.

A TIMID VISIT. Came to Jesus—faultily—faintly—ignorantly; but
ke came, Jesus did not fault him for the way he came, eventhough it
was possibly shame and fear that hindered him coming by day.
Ignorantly, Nicodemus said: ‘ We know that Thou art a teacher,” for if
he knew only that, e knew too little, and Jesus’ answer was fitting:
‘““ Except a man be born from above lie cannot see the kingdom of God.”

APUZZLED TEACHER. Born again! an old man born anew—he
had never heard of such a thing. ‘*Marvel not,” said Jesus, ‘*if you
knew yourself you would know that flesh is always flesh and Spint is
always Spirit”’—the one does not alter into the other—it is ‘‘a new
creation” (2 Cor, 5. 17). So * ye must be born again.”

A GREAT NECESSITY. The Iord Jesus explains the process of
the new birth from man’s side. We cannot *‘command ” life, but we
can fulfil the conditions necessary for the reception of life. AS the
Israclites bitten of the serpent and dying (Num. 21) owned their state
and accepted God’s way of healing; SO the sinner, conscious now of his
need, looking off in faith to Jesus “lifted up,” receives life as a gift
(Romni. 6. 23), and is * born of God ” (1 John 5. 1).

A WONDERFUL LOVE. (od’'s love—love to a perishing world of
such a character that Ie gave 1lis Son, ITis Only Begotten, for the very
purpose of imparting his life through death to a world dead in trespasses
and sins.

Truly that was a memorable visit to Jesus, and the truths unfolded of
importance and value heyond couception,
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HANDFULS OF HELP.

‘* Our Consolation Aboundeth by Christ” (2 Cor. 1. 5).

1. In the world ye shall have tribulation : but
be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world, - - - . - John 16. 33

2. It is given you to suffer, Phil. 1.29; John 15.18-25; 16.2-4

3. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto
you. . .. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid, - - - John 14. 27

““These things have I told you, that when the time shall
come ye may remember that I told you of them ” (John 16. 4).

What God Uses in our Interest.
GOD USES HIS—
Eye, - - - - - 2 Chron. 16. g ; Deut. 11. 12

Ear, - - - - - - Zech. 10. 6; Ex. 2. 24
Mouth, - - - Isa. 53.7; 62.2; 1 Kgs. 8. 15
Voice, - - - - 1 Kgs. 19. 12 ; Jer. 51. 16

Arm, - . - - - - Isa. 63. 5

O© 0N O d B N

Hand, - - Isa 41. 13; ]er 31. 32; 1 Kgs. 8. 24
Finger, - - . - Ex 31 18 Deut. g. 10
Shoulder, - - - Deut 33.12
Feet, - - - Zech 14. 4 ; Isa 52. 7; Nah. 1. 15
ro. Thoughts, - - Jer. 29. 11; Isa. 55. 8; Psa 139. 17

‘“ He Cometh” (Psalm 96. 13).

1. The Believer’s Expectalion—He that shall Heb. 10. 37

come will come, and will not tarry, Col 3.4; 1 Jno. 3.2
2. The Believer's Attitude—Looking for that

blessed hope ; waiting for the Son from Titus 2. 13

heaven, - - - - - - I1Thess.1.10
3. The Believer's Stimulus—Seeingthatallthese

things shall be dissolved, what manner of

persons ought ye to be?- - - - 2 DPeter3. 11
4. The Sinner’s Dread—He cometh to Judge
the earth, - - - DPsa.g8.9

5. God shall brm‘lr every work into judgment,

with every secret thing, whether it be

good or whether it be evil, - - - Lccles.12.14
6. Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every

eye shall see IMim, and they also which

piertced Him; and all kindreds of the

earth shall wail because ol Him, - - Rev. 1. 7
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

A Costly Dress.—The train of the coronation dress of the
Empress ot Russia was a mass of silver embroidery, and cost
£9ooo. Yet this is not to be compared to the dress of the
meanest Russian subject who shall stand *‘ before the Throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in
their.hands” (Rev. 7. 9).

Mixed with Musk.—There is in the East a mosque with
the mortar of which musk was used; and although centuries
have passed since it was built, a rich odour is given out when
the sun shines on the building. The Church of Christ is built
up with a still sweeter perfume, even with love (Ephes. 4. 16);
and while in the night there are traces of the precious odour,
when the Sun arises in His strength, heaven and earth will be
filled with the glory like “ointment poured forth” (S. of S 1. 3).

A Human Bridge.—A brilliant Oxford student who went
to Africa, and died after a year’s work, said: “ I think it is
with African missions as with the building of a great bridge.
You know how many stones have to be buried in the earth, all
unseen, for a foundation. If Christ wants meto be one of the
unseen stones, lying in an African grave, I am content, for the
final result will be a Christian Africa.” Such * unknown”
heroes shall yet be * well known” (2 Cor. 6. 9) in the day of
““the recompense of the Reward” (Heb. 11. 206).

Then and Now.—Striking contrasts between the old and
the new in the South Sea Islands may easily be made. A
forimer missionary to Tongoa, in the New Hebrides, witnessed
an assembly of 6oo natives gathered on a hill side, decently
clothed, and heartily joining in Christian service. Fifteen
years before he had addressed on the same hill-side a com-
pany of naked, painted cannibals. Truly of the Gospel, which
is ‘“the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1. 16), in cannibal
or Christian lands, it can be said, as was said of Goliath’s
sword, ¢ There is none like that” (1 Sam. 21. 9).

The Safe Compass.—A country lad, who was about
leaving his Sunday School and friends to go up to the Metro-
polis to take a situation there, was accompanied to his starting-
place by a Christian friend, who kindly said to him: ‘“ Now,
my boy, rccollect you are going Lo launch your craft on a
dangerous ocean.” *“Yes, I know it,” said the boy; and,
taking a Bible out of his pocket, and holding it up, he added,
““but you see I have got a safe compass to steer by.” The
guide of young ‘l'imothy is still the best guide ol youth
(2 Tim. 1. 55 2. 1). Hy”,
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THE TRUE WORKMAN.

Ir much hangs and turns upon the choice of the work we
are to do and the feld where we are to do it, it must not be
forgotten how much also depends on the time when it is
undertaken, the way it is performed, and the associates in
the labour. Inthese matters the true workman will wait for his
Master’s beck, glance, or signal, before a step is taken. A.T.P.

Dr. GEORGE FRED BERGIN,

OF BRISTOL.



DR. GEORGE FRED. BERGIN.

HE removal by death of our dear friend and brother in

Christ, Dr. Gro. I*. BErRGIN, which took place on Dec.

7, 1909, has occasioned deep and widespread regret. Bornin

1865, he was only 44 years of age, so that his earthly service

has been brought to an early termination. To us, it seems as-

if the life were broken off and incomplete, but we check our
thoughts with the remembrance that we only know in part.

Converted at the early age of seven years, as the result of
an address given in CARDIFF (where the family then resided)
by the late beloved Robert Chapman, of Barnstaple, his
course from that time was steadily onward. He was received
into the visible fellowship of the church when fifteen, and proved
his love and loyalty to Christ during the whole of his life.

The desire to give himself to the work of the Gospel in
foreign lands was early developed, and he decided to equip
himself for service as a medical missionary. For this purpose he
entered upon the usual course of study, and in 1889 passed
his Exams. as M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. (Lond.). In 1893 he
took the M.B. degree, also in London. With these qualifica-
tions he went forth to CHiNA in Sept., 1894, with his sister,
Miss Fannie Bergin, who still continues in the work there.

They first joined Dr. and Mrs Parrott in Laohokow. In
1897, owing to impaired health they both visited Chefoo and
other places, and received benefit by the change. In that
year Dr. Parrott left Laohokow for this country, and returned
early in 1898. Towards the close of the year 1897 Dr. Bergin
and his sister decided to move in the following spring to
Singan, which appeared to be a good centre for medical work.
But this was hindered by the serious illness of Dr. Bergin,
who wrote, July 11, 1898: “Why the Lord should have
all »wed us to make every arrangement, and buy all the things
for an early move to Singan, and then stopped our going, is to
us an impenetrable mystery, but we pray that He will give us
true heart-subjection to His will.” At length it became
evident that a return to England was necessary, and both he
and his sister left China in 1898. ItaLy was reached near the
end of the year, a brief stay being made in Genoa and Alassio,
in the hope that it might prove beneficial. This, however, was
not the case, and the journey to England was renewed.

After reaching BristoL, Dr. Bergin's illness became still
more serious, and at one time it was not expected that he
could live more than ten minutes, but God had still some
work for His servant to do, and his lile was spared for ten-
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Dr. Bergin, Son of Mr. Bergin, of Miiller’'s Homes.

years longer. The return to such health as he ultimately en-
joyed was slow and tedious, but he was gradually able to
take up different forms of work, and during the last
five or six years of his life was able te preach
-on Sunday evenings with considerable frequency. He
was welcomed wherever he went ; and his ministry was much
valued. Since the departure of the beloved Mr. James Wright
Dr. Bergin had been of great service to his father in the direc-
tion of the OrRPHAN WORK on Ashley Down, and particularly
during the iast three and a half years had been able to devote
himself to the work with scarcely a day’s interruption through
illness. In this sphere he was beloved and appreciated by all
with whom he came into daily contact, and it was hoped that
he might long continue to serve the Lord in that important
work. This hope, however, was not destined to be realised.
In spite of the long-continued favourable appearances, he
knew, and the family knew, that symptoms of the old malady
(Bright’s disease) were coristantly present, and were only kept
at bay by careful dieting and bodily discipline. There can be
no doubt that he often bravely persevered in service against
the attacks of pain and languor.

In Sept. of 1909 the first serious symptoms of breakdown
began to show themselves, and although hopes were now and
then raised, his health rapidly failed until he was taken home
on the date already named. His loss is keenly felt in the
family, the institution, and the church. During his illness, a
missionary (Mr. Alex. Robertson) coming from his old station
in China, visited him, and was impressed by the keen interest
with which Dr. Bergin enquired for one and another of the
Chinese Christians whom he remembered with affection.
Among these there will be sorrow, too, at his home-call.

The funeral service at Alma Road Chapel, Clifton, on
Friday, Dec. 10oth, was in itself a testimony to the affection and
esteem in which he was held. The chapel was filled, and
addresses were given by Mr. J. L. Stanley and Mr. . H.
Bennet ; the bereaved (ather closing the service with prayer.
The interment took place in Arno’s Vale Cemetery, the grave
being quite close to that of the late Mr. George Miiller.

Among the last words spoken by our dear [riend were
these : “ God is faithful.” Coming {rom the midst of suffering
and weakness they form a precious testimony; and now, (or
ever released [rom these earthly conditions, he is proving their
truth in the presence of the Lord Himselfl J. L. S.
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THE IDEAL SUPERINTENDENT.

QUESTION I.—IWhat are the seven marks of an Ideal
Superintendent 7

BEFORE enumerating the ‘““seven points which help to
form an Ideal Superintendent,” there is a foundation
which is essential, and upon which all good qualities must
rest. This basis is a personal knowledge of the Saviour of
sinners, and an absolute faith in Christ’s finished work.

This important fact acknowledged, perhaps the next most
important points are :

I. AN OVERWHELMING SENSE OF CHRIST’S CONSTRAINING
Love, which will lead the Superintendent to undertake his
important work because he feels that ‘‘they which live, should
not hencelorth live unto themselves, but unto Him which
died for them and rose again” (2 Cor. 5. 15). With a sense
of this “love” in his heart there will be no slackness or luke-
warmness in the carrying out of various duties, which might
otherwise become irksome.

II. A BUrRNING LOVE FOR THE SoOULS OF THE CHILDREN,
which love takes no account of trouble or time spent, if there-
by one child is led to know the Saviour who so dearly loves
the children. A love which is not deterred by refractory
scholars or unsatisfactory teachers, but seeks patiently by
prayer and kindness to gain the grand ultimate.

III. A HEarT THAT UNDERSTANDS CHILDHOOD and that
can feel the joys and sorrows of the young. A capability for
viewing things occasionally from a child’s standpoint, which is
a grand thing to be remembered when working among the
little ones. While the Superintendent must be obeyed and
his authority must be upheld, yet authority and obedience
should ever have their source and spring in love.

IV. PATIENCE 1S ANOTHER IDEAL QuaLiTy ‘The patience
of Christ,” how much it means! How much may be accom-
plished by gentle reminders, patient pleading, the love that
will not let go.  ith the children it is always ‘“‘line upon
line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little”
(Isa. 28. 13). Christ, weeping over Jerusalem, said, *“ Hoz
often would I have gathered you.” Not only do the children
require patience, but often how much smoother affairs would
be among the workers, were the Superintendent a patient man.

V. TACT 1S REQUIRED IN NO SMALL DEGREE. The ability
to know when to reward and praise, when to reprimand and
punish—what a point to be desired is this! The Holy Spirit
can so work that the most awkward man may, by virtue of the
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Seven Marks of an ldeal Superintendent.

Spirit’s power and influence, know exactly when to say or do a
thing, and also the manner of accomplishing it.

VI. THE ABILITY To MAKE TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS FEEL
THEY ARE ‘“WORKERS TOGETHER,” that they meet for help
and encouragement, and above all to learn of the Lord Jesus.
So there will be a precious bond of union.

VII. This is the last point, but it is included in the first
and every succeeding point. AN EARNEST, ABIDING, NEVER-
CEASING SPIRIT OF PRAYER, which remains ever in constant
and instant communion with God.  This is the true secret of
success, for we know ‘that except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it” (Psa. 127. 1). If this be the
spirit that pervades all the duties which the Superintendent
undertakes, there must be success and there must be result,
though both may be in God’s own way, which does not always
agree with our own ideas. There is no more delightful work
to the true-hearted Christian than being used of God to lead
children to the Saviour who still loves and calls them. E.a.w.

THE CHRISTIAN’S PROSPECT.

** Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance ” (Ps. 32. 7).
VERY believer has in some past time come to God
through Christ Jesus, and found in Him a ‘‘hiding
place.” His experience since then is that he is preserved
from trouble and preserved in trouble. In the blessed future,
when all the wilderness trials are over, he will be “compassed
about with songs of deliverance.”

Much of the experience recorded in the Book of Psalms is
sorrowful ; but at the end, psalm after psalm is full of praise.
The book concludes with a grand hallelujah chorus to God—
Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer. And such is the assured
prospect for every believing soul.

Great and many may be the sorrows passed through—the
power of adversaries, the prevalence of sin, the weakness and
sufferings of the flesh, the loss by death of those dearly loved
and trusted ; as the Psalmist says elsewhere, “ Thou, O God,
hast proved us; Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried, but
Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place” (I’s. 66 10-12).

It is the blessed end, the hope of glory, which crowns the
believer's pathway, that nerves his energies for conflict and
suflering here. He reckons that the light afliction, which is
but for a moment, is working out for him a (ar more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 4. 17). J R.C.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Which would you rather be?—‘‘A gentleman asked
me ” said a Race Course Mission worker at one of the report
meetings, ‘““if I saw the King lead his horse into the paddock
after the Derby. I told him that I did not, neither did I hear
the mlghty roar which they say was the most mighty that had
ever risen from those downs. I was away amongst the whins
near Tottenham Corner, leading three or four people to Jesus
Christ. I was just coming away when a man came up and
asked me if I would go and see a man who was dying in a van
at Tottenham Corner. He said, ‘I do not know you, but I
thought you looked as though you were in touch with heaven’.”
‘“ He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11. 30). ‘‘They that
be wise shall shine as the stars” (Daniel 12. 3).

Found in the Testament.—Major Colquhoun relates the
following incident: ¢ On the day following my first landing in
Corsica, I distributed in the streets of Bastia a number of Gospel
Tracts, gladly received by all. I had brought from the hotel only
one small New Testament, and had given it at the Old Port
to a quiet-mannered, sad-looking woman in black, who had
persistently asked for it. Four months later I was one morn-
ing accosted on the Piazza by the same woman, who smilingly
reminded me of the little book. ¢Have you read it?’ I asked.
Si, Signor.” ‘And what have you found in it?’ ‘I have
found Jesus Christ init.” *‘And who is Jesus Christ?’ ¢y
Saviour.’” Above all joys is the joy of being able to say,
‘““We have found Him ” (John 1. 45). He is *“mine.”

The Air-Ship Explosion.—Senor Severo, a member of
the Brazilian Parliament, invested all his fortune in construct-
ing an air-ship, which he named Z%¢ Pax (meaning *The
Peace”). Accompanied by an assistant named Sachet, he
made his first ascent at Vaugirard, France, in the presence of
his wife and friends. At the height of about 1000 feet, the
balloon suddenly exploded and fell to the ground, both
ceronauts being instantaneously killed. The greatest sym-
pathy was expressed for the sad loss sustained by Senora Severo
and her seven children. Z/e APax air-ship was the pride of
the inventor; he had embarked in her his all, and as he
wished his wife farewell and rose into the heavens all seemed
bright. Twenty minutes later the whole alfair was lying a com-
plete wreck. How diflerent they who invest their all in Christ
Jesus (Rom. 10. 9-10), for *‘ they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles” (Isa. 40. 31). They shall be * caught up.” 11y P.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

A Garden Study.

““ A garden enclosed” (S. of S. 4. 12). Taking the simile
of a garden, it needs to be—

1. Chosen. 4. Variegated in 6. And sunshine.

2. Hedged in. style, &c. 7. For use and en-

3. Planted. 5. Needs care joyment of others.
JoW. T,

‘“ Abundantly Satisfied.’’
Some of the provisions of His house (Psa. 36. 8)—

1. His abundant mercy for every sinner, - - Psa. 36. 5
2. His far-reaching faithfulness for the saint, - ,, 36.5
3. His righteousness like a mountain high, -, 36.6
4. His judgment as an ocean deep, - - - ,, 36.6
5. His watchful care a theme of praise, - -, 36.7
6. His loving-kindness ever true, - - -, 36.7
7. His sheltering wing a refuge near, - - - 5 36.7
H.'R. F.
The Heart in Hebrews. | Seven Great Rocks
SEVEN MARKS. OF SCRIPTURE.
1. Erring heart, Heb. 3. 10 | 1. Salvation, - Psa.8q. 26
2. Hardened,, ,, 3.8-15| 2. Stability,- - Matt. 16.18
3. Evil ’ yy 3.12 3. Security, - - Psa. g4. 22
4. Discerned ,, »» 4.12 | 4.Shelter, - .Psa.61.3
5. Sprinkled ,, ,, 10.22 | 5. Satisfaction,- 1 Cor. 0.4
6. True ’ ,, Io.22 | 6. Strength,- - Psa.31.2
7. Established,, ,, 13.9T.B. | 7. Shadow, - - Isa.32.2 x,

Christian Appellations.
“\WHOSE NAMES ARE IN THE Book OF LIFE” (Phil. 4. 3).

1. Sinner, The Fallen Name, - - - 1 Tim. 1. 15
2. Son, The Hereditary Name, - - Rom. 8. 14
3. Saint, The Separated Name, - - Actsg. 13

4. Servant, The Business Name, - - Acts2.18
5. Stranger, The Unknown Name, - - 1 Peter 2. 11
6. Believer, The Dependent Name, - - Acts 5. 14

7. Disciple, The Scholar's Name, - - Aclsg. 36

8. Friend, The Confidential Name, - « John 15.15

9. Christian, The Relative Name, - - 1 Peler 4. 16
10. Brethren, The Family Name, - Acts 6. 3
11. Children, The Regenerate Name, - Rom. 8. 16
12. Pilgrim, The Traveller’'s Name, - 1 Peter2. 11
13. Apostle, The Official Name, - - Acts1.2 )s.¥s
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CHRIST OUR FORERUNNER.

THE person and work of Christ secure to the believer every
blessing he possesses, but the enjoyment of these bless-
ings is determined by his knowledge and appreciation of that
Person, and His work, therefore the importance of knowing
Him, not only on the cross, but also as risen, and glorified.

Pre-eminence. ‘“The Lord is risen ” is the glad message
of the Gospel: ‘“The first begotten from among the dead”
(Col. 1. 18) ; ““the first fruits of them that slept ” (Cor. 15. 20).
His exaltation has been in keeping with His humiliation. The
““despised and rejected”’ Jesus, has been made both Lord and
Christ. He bears the Highest name in Heaven (Phil. 2. g).
All authority has been subjected to Him. All the fulness of
the Godhead dwells in Him. Anointed with the oil of glad-
ness, He is not only God’s only begotten (John 3. 16), but He
is also His first begotten (Rom. 8. 29).

Place. The highest place the world found for the Son of
God was the Cross. Jehovah has said to Him : “Sit Thou on
My throne,” and Christ has sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on High, not only as God’s Son, but also as His
accepted Servant (Mark 16. 19). The fact that He sits there
proves that His work was perfect, and that no spot or stain
attaches to those for whom it was performed. His place is
one of nearness and of power, assuring us of sympathy and
succour (Heb. 2. 18).

Purpose. All the glory and honour, won by the Son in
His redemptive work, has been made good to us. He has
left us meantime, but He has gone within the vail as our Fore-
runner. His presence upon the throne is the promise that
all who are His shall be where He is (John 14. 3). The first
fruits tell of a harvest to follow, and that corn of wheat sown
in weakness at Calvary, presented as the first fruits on the
morning of resurrection, will bring forth a full harvest to the
glory of God.

People. Meantime, while *the Place” is preparing for
us, we are being prepared for that place. Justification is but
the beginning of God’s purposes concerning us. His ultimate
end is conformity to His Son (Rom, 8. 29). The purposes
and love of God contemplate ** many sons ” (Heb. 2. 10), and
“many brethren” (Rom. 8. 30). As suffering precedes glory,
we are being called upon to pass along the way He has trod.
While we do so, remember (1) that it is our preparation for
the glory to follow, and (2) that no trial, or power of earth or
hell can separate us from the love of God in Christ, JuIL
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FAITH AND ITS FRUITS.
AITH has
ever been a

Simple, Faith in God r s
avourite sudjec.

ZRUITFUL - for lessons]to
CTIVE o yhoulr)llg f(l)(lécs, a('js
INVINCISLE PRI

favourite means

T RUSTFUL . for conveying the

AND

lesson. Draw as

H EAVENLY here, or get child

to stretch hand

on board, line round, and put letter on each finger. Whilst
specially adapted as a chalk talk, this can be reversed and
given on white sheet, using a penny bottle of black ink and
red ink with plain brush. It could be used as object by
having wooden cross (pieces of Venetian blinds make simple
cross), putting each line on card or paper and affixing to
the bar. Begin by pointing out.that you are going to speak of
‘““one thing needful.” Get boy to read Hebrews 11. 6:
‘“ Without faz// it is impossible to please God.” Girl to read
Romans 4. 2, to show that “ works” could never get anyone to
heaven. Next introduce Cross. Make clear that it is not
the cross that saves, nor even faith that saves, but Christ. In
proof let boy read Acts 4. 12. Now take letter by letter,
keeping boy and girl reading alternately. FAITH should be
Fruitful. ‘“Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit” (John 15. 8). Life first, through faith in Christ; fruit
next, through abiding in Christ. Active. * Even so faith, if
it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (Jas. 2. 17). Faithin
God must be manifest by works before men. Invincible.
““Whosoever believeth in Him shall not be asZamed” (Rom.
9. 33). Faith in Christ makes the Christian in the long run
invincible against all his foes. ** Who is he that overcomet/e . . .
but he that believeth?” (1 John 5. 5). Illustrate by Samuel
and David's sons—passing by the sturdy and °elect1ng the
stripling (1 Sam. 10. 7). Trustful. “Have faith.in God”
(Mark 11.22). With such a God to trust in, surely we should
trust more and more. Heavenly. ‘ According as God hath
dealt to every man the measure of [aith” (Rom. rz. 3).
Unbeliel is an earthly plant, faith a heavenly one. Ifach
point can be enlarged or illustrated according to time at

command, age of scholars, and stage of lessons. HYP.
Lycgate Lesson, No. so. 29




FACTS ABOUT TRACTS.

A Striking Confirmation.—At the Tract Band Confer-
ence held in Bethany Hall, Paisley, on November 4, 1905, one
of the speakers, Mr. James Wilson, of Glasgow, said he had
much joy in being there, as he was saved through a tract.
A pleasure-loving, careless sinner, he was leaving for Edinburgh
when a fellow-servant handed him a copy of *‘ Safety, Certainty,
and Enjoyment.” Stuffing it into his pocket, he forgot all about
it till all was settled at night. Sitting down to a quiet smoke,
he wanted something to read. Nothing else being available,
he remembered the booklet, read it, believed the glad tidings,
and that night was a saved soul, and since then has been
blessed to the conversion of many more.

A Racecourse Tract.—At the annual meeting of the
Derby Auxiliary of the Religious Tract Society, Prebendary
Webb-Peploe said it was 40 years since he had been in
Derby. A few years before that he had been placed as a
privafe pupil under Mr. Jenkins at the neighbouring village
of Hazlewood. While there he came into Derby races in
the hope of being able to throw off an uncomfortable im-
pression. In his undecided frame of mind someone handed
him a tract. He was awakened, arrested, and finally
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as hlS Sav1our, and for more
than 40 years has told forth the glorious Gospel.

A Suicide Saved.—A card inscribed, ‘“Look to Jesus
when tempted, when troubled, when dying,” was one day
handed to each of the passengers in a New York car. One of
them read it carefully and put it in his pocket. When leaving
the car he said to the giver: ‘ Sir, when you gave me that
card, I was on my way to the Ferry to drown myself. The
death of my wife and son had robbed me of all desire to live,
but this card has persuaded me to begin life anew. Goodbye,
|

and God bless you !

'he Converted Gambler.—Passing through Switzerland
a tract distributor presented a tract to a man in a town
notorious for gambling. On his return several days later he met
the man, who exclaimed, “I thank you for saving my son! and
body.” He then explained that on that day when he received
the tract he had lost heavily in gambling and was contemplating
suicide; but the tract arrested his attention and led him to Christ.

A Weaver Converted.—Liverpool, 23rd May, rgos.
Mr. Emest A. Thomas writes: “A man (a weaver) was con-
verted at Mill Hill, Blackburn, on r1th April, whilstat svork,
through reading Gop's WAY OF SALVATION. Hallelujah | "



PEARLS FROM OLD SEAS.

MosT sorrow is self-inflicted... Weakness is the way to bad-
ness...Every sin knows its sinner, and every sinner will know
his sin...Evil within is eager to burst out. Evil without is
longing to rush in...Sin is the result of disobedience; and
depravity is the result of sin...God accepts me when I accept
the sacrifice which He has accepted...We may escape wreckage
on the rocks of vice only to be drowned in the whirlpool of
indifference...In looking round upon our fellows we find few
who are much better than ourselves, and still fewer who are
any worse...You can read a man’s character by the things
which he laughs at...What a man does with his leisure time is
a true index of what he #s...An unrighteous God would be
the most terrible of all conceivable calamities...Never allow
what you do7’¢ know to disturb what you do know. What you
know is knowledge, what you don’t know is ignorance. T. B.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For BIBLE CLaAssEs, SunDAY ScHooLs, AND HcME UsE.

REHOBOANM’'S MISTAKE.

REeap 1 Kings 12. 1-17. LearN Prov. 22, 3, 4. HINTS, Sin separates, Isaiah 59, 2 ; sin-
ners separate, Luke 6. 22; a great separation, Matt. 25. 32.
IN a recent lesson the glory of the king and kingdom of Israel was our
theme. In this the scene is dark and sad. Sin and declension
clouded the last days of Solomon, and the fruit of it now appears in the
lifetime of Rehoboam his son.

JEROBOAM'’S PROMOTION. ‘Jeroboam, son of Nebat’ (verser).
The son of a widow, an industrious man, who was promoted by Solomon,
and chosen by God to be the instrument of chastisement to David’s
erring house (see 1 Kings 11.26). God sees the end from the beginning,
and may cause the sinner-to prepare the rod of punishment for himselg

THE PEOPLE’S APPEAL. ‘‘And Jeroboam ... spake unto Reho-
boam,” &c. (verse 3). Rehoboam was Solomon’s son, who reigned in
his father's stead. Solomon had been very extravagant and taxed the
people cruelly. They sent to Egypt for Jeroboam to represent them to
the new king and to seek relief from their burdens. It is sad to think
that there are those to-day who are serving sin—a more cruel despot
than Israel’s king—but unlike Israel they make no protest (Rom. 6. 23).

VARIED ADVICE. The king turned to the sages and got good
counsel—**a soft answer turneth away wrath” (Prov. 15. 1). They said,
‘* Be a servant and they will serve thee.” ’That is the way Jesus teaches
us to serve, by being Ilimself a servant (Johu 13). Tull of pride,
arrogance, and boasting, ‘‘Be a despot, be a lord, glorify thyself.”
Such is the way of man; so unlike the meek and lowly spirit of Jesus,
who stooped to bless and serve the oppressed.

THE KING’'S MISTAKE. “The king spake to the pcople after the
counsel of the young mien.” There is always the danger of accepting
what flatters and puffs up. It must have seemed to the young king
more king-like to bluster and threaten than to entreat and deal kindly.
Note, tliere is no thought of God, Relioboam took counsel of old and
young—God was igunored (I’s. 10. 4).
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Relwoboam’s AMistale,

THE OVERRULING HAND. ¢‘The cause was (rom the Lord.”
‘T'he plan in God’s purpose was working out. IZach in his own way, and
after his own character and will, was filling up the detail. ‘' His king-
dom ruleth over all” (Ps. 103. 19).

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM. *The people answered the king.”
That answer was revolt and rebellion, sullen and determined; the people
departed to their homes, fully purposing to resist the oppression and
despotism of the young king. A sad picture this. A great contrast to
a subwissive, happy, and contented people. Compare with the reigu of
Jesus the King, who is a ‘*shadow’” and a “refuge” inn a weary land,
not exacting, but full of blessing (Isa. 32. 1, 2). ‘' Blessed are all they
that put their trust in Him”’ (Ps, 2. 12).

The Lord Jesus is a contrast to man’s lords. He is the Sin-bearer
(1 Peter 2. 24), and the Burden-bearer (Isa. 53. 6). He imifoses no heavy
yoke (Matt. 11. 28), and gives rest to the weary.

THE WIDOW’S FRIEND.

Reap 1 Kings 17. 1-16. LgarX Isaiah 41. 17. HINTS, Seeking a drink, John 4. 7;
getting food, John 4. 32; multiplying supplies, John 6. 9-13.
IT is a great relief to turn from the dark picture of man’s sin and
failure to see, even in the midst of it, God's faithful witness and
God’s faithful mercy, in the story of the prophet and the widow.

A SUGGESTIVE NAME. “Elijah the Tishbite.” Elijah means
“ My God is Jehovah,” and Tishbite means ‘ The Converter”’—a very
appropriate and suggestive name, descriptive of the prophet’s character
and mission. The Christian’s name should be no empty title or decep-
tive appellation. Jesus’ Name described His character and work (Matt.
I. 21-23).

A BOLD DECLARATION. ¢ As the Lord God of Israel liveth”
(verse 1). This was the prophet’s bold declaration to the ungodly King
Ahab. Ahab was a Baal-worshipper; his wife was the infamous ]ezebel,
high-priestess of Baal. Elijah’s bold character shines out in his first
words, ‘‘ God lives’ ; Jesus lives to save (Heb. 7. 25; Rom. 5. 10), and
lives to judge (Acts 17. 31).

A GROUND OF CONFIDENCE. * Before Whom I stand™ (verse
1). Ahab's presence and power ignored—God’s presence everything.
This is true courage and simple faith (Acts 16. 23). See also Hebrew
captives (Dan. 3. 17) and many others.

A CHALLENGE AND A JUDGMENT. ‘There shall not be dew
mor rain’’ (see James §. 17, 18). In prayer, Elijah had the assurance that
1his would be—it was an evidence that God had control of the elements,
and not Baal. The worshippers of the false god attributed all fruitful-
ness to their deity; this was a challenge, a judgment, and an evidence.

HIDDEN BY GOD. ‘Hide thyself by the brook Cherith' (verse
3). His message delivered, the messenger was God's care. This is a
beautiful illustration of Matthew 6. 25-34 : preccpl, ** Seek first the king-
dom of God''; promise, ‘ These things shall be added.” There, in that
seclusion, the brook and the ravens met Elijah’s need.

REMEMBERED BY GOD. ‘' Arise, get thee to Zarephath ' (verse
9). The failing brook God knew of as well as Elijah, and He did not
forget His dependent one (Isa. 49. 15).

PROVIDED FOR BY GOD. “ A widow woman” (verse g). This
is not like wman’s way, but it is like God’s. Over the boundary of
favoured and apostate Israel’s land, in the dark heathen lnud of the
Zidonians, God sent IIis servaut, a light i (he darkness. To-day,
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The Widow's Friend.

Jewish fall is Gentle salvation (Rom. rr. 11). A widow woman to support
a strong man ; this was humbling to Elijah—not so humbling as Jesus
the Creator to depend on the creature Mary and others (Phil. 2). It was
honouring to the widow for God to choose her (1 Cor. 1. 27).

A HUMBLE INSTRUMENT. ‘A widow woman there to sustain
thee” (verse g). The poor woman was at starvation’s point herself; yet
God from her death-level commanded sustenance for herself, her son,
and the prophet. Out of Jesus’ weakness and death come our life and
strength (John 12. 2¢4). The story is full of point and interest, but space
will not admit detail. The happy issue is worth noting—a continual
supply, day by day, of sustaining meal and eniiching oil. All suggestive
of salvation from death, preservation, and continual supply of sustaining
grace. Faith is the root of all. *‘ By faith we have access” (Rom. 5. 2).

FALSE PROPHETS JUDGED.

Rrap 1 Kings 18, 25-29. Lrary 1 Kings 18. 21. HixTs, The true Prophet, Deut. 18. 15;.
John 7. 40; end of false prophet, Rev. 20. 10.

\VE last saw Elijah taking up his abode with the widow of Zarephath,

and there he was safely hid and sustained till the end of the three
years’ terrible drought. Then the people and King Ahab being in sore
straits, God sent His servant Elijah to meet the king, and call the people
together. Our lesson has to do chiefly with the demonstration of the
folly and uselessness of all religious beliefs and services other than faith
in and service to the One Living and True God.

A FIERY TEST. Beginning with Cain and Abel’s sacrifices, fire has
had intimate connection with God’s worship and revelation. At Horeb,
Moses saw the burning bush; at Sinai, the fire-like glory of the Lord
appeared (Ex. 24. 17); in Leviticus g. 24, the fire consumed the sacrifice,
and in the following chapter consumed the false worshippers.

A DELUDED SINCERITY. Nothing could exceed their zeal, and
their deluded sincerity is apparent. How loudly they called on their
sun-god, but no answer. ‘The bullock lay on their altar; no fire con-
sumed it. Like Cain’s flowers and fruit, no God was found to accept the
offering, though they ‘ cut themselves after their manner.” Awfully
in earnest, but wrong, like Saul of Tarsus—approaching to madnessin
their zeal, yet futile. Blind men, perverted in their nature, destroy
themselves. See Rowans 1.

A UNITED TESTIMQNY. ‘“Elijah took twelve stones’ (verse
31). Simple, grand, and broad this action. ALL represented there;
God’s unity is recognised. So acts our Lord Jesus in all His doings,
ALIL our sins were laid on Him (Isa. §3. 6); ALLL His sheep are known
by Him (John ro. 14); ALI, His come to Him (John 6. 37); and ALL His
own will be glorified with Him (John 17). Hezekiah acted on the same
principle (2 Chron. 30).

A COMPLETE CONFESSION. Twelve barrels of water were
poured on the sacrifice, soaking the wood on the altar, and filling the
trench round about—fire could be no accident for the sceptic to explain
away. God gives certainty for faith to rest upon (Acts 1. 3; 1 Cor. 15.
5-8). Perhaps it would not be fanciful to see confession of Israel's sin
and weakness in thal poured-out water (2 Sam. 14. 14); and note that it
was poured on the sacrifice.

A FOUNDATION FACT. ‘“Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel” (verse 36). Back to the covenant titles of God, and His covenant
relationship with that erring people, Elijah, taught of God, appealed on
that ground for a demonstration of His power and presence.
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lalse Proplets [udged.

A WHOLE-HEARTED RESTORATION. ‘Turned their heart
back again’ (verse 37). The purpose of God by His servant is to win
thew, not destroy. Even though they had departed from God, He was
seeking after them, as in the case of Adam (Gen. 3. 9), and all through
history (1 Chron. 6. 15), and latterly in the person of His Son Jesus (John
3. 17); and even to-day, by His Word and Spirit, God is seeking lost man.

AN OLD STATUTE. 1n Deuteronomy 13. 5the judgment of death
is passed on all false prophets and perverters of God’s people; this was
then faithfully carried out in the case of Ahab’s school, all perishing
miserably at the brook Kishon. ‘‘What shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel ?”’ (1 Peter 4. 17).

WEARIED AT THE WELL.

Reap John 4. 6-26. LEARN John 4. 14. HiINTs, An old type, Genesis 24. 14 ; salvation
well, Isaiah 12. 3; invitations, Isaiah 55. 1; John 7. 37 ; Rev. 22. 17.

THE present study reveals our Lord Jesus in a deeply-interesting

aspect, viz., dealing in patient, lowly grace with a poor, nameless,
sinful woman, leading her into a knowledge of herself and of Himzeelf,
and adding her to the company of believers and witnesses to His grace.

THE WEARIED JESUS. That He could be tired proves His perfect
humanity (Heb. 4. 15). In order that He might know by experience the
feelings of a frail man, He took a like body to hunger, thirst, sleep, weep,
rejoice, and sorrow. Such was Jesus, God’s Son, who came to toil and
suffer for man,

THE NEEDY WOMAN. We could not by searching find a meaner
object than this Samaritan woman. Porr she was, for she was drawing
water — a slave’s work ; she was a Samaritan (2 Kings 17. 245 25), that is,
of a false religion ; and she was sinfx!l, and she knew it. The “ Man”
who sat on the well was plainly a ¢ Jew,” yet of her He asked a drink.
No Jew would have done this. Jesus was a great deal more than a Jew—
He was God’s gift to the world (John 3. 16).

THE GIFT FROM GOD. The woman was surprised that a Jew man
would “take” water from a Samaritan, yet Jesus told her that He would
‘“ give,” if asked for, a gift of * living water.” This is figurative expres-
sion for the gift of eternal life, ministered by the Spirit (John 7. 37-39;
Rom. 6. 23, &c.).

THE UNSATISFYING DRAUGHT. Water from Jacob's well
could only be had by toilsome drawing and fetching, and Jacob’s water
only satisfied for a little, then thirst again ensued. The living wWater,
fountain-like, river-like, is always springing, flowing, following (1 Cor.
10. 4).

THE CONVICTED SINNER. Jesus shone into her heart and
revealed to her her state. She speaks of ‘ worship’ and  religion,”
doubtless thinking that these would help her into God’s favour. But
Jesus shuts both against her by saying, “ It must be spiritual,” *‘in
spirit and in truth.,” This was above and beyond her—it is above and
beyond all ‘‘natural ” men and women—and the woman then speaks ot
her last hope and expectation, ‘‘ The Messiah,” coming to remove all
darkness and tell us ‘' all things.” It is good to see all other hope taken
away, that He may be resorted to.

THE REVEALED MESSIAH. “TI amn He,” said Jesus. There,
while He was hid from the wise and prudent, she had the privilege of
getting to know God’s own Anointed One, the Fountain of Life. What
more she learned, and what further she did after testifying to the men,
we can only guess, but we know that her dark life was enlightened and
made pure and happy by that blessed meeting.
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HANDFULS OF HELP.

Urim and Thummim (‘‘ Light and Perfection”),

Light and perfection constitute the character of Christ.
I. HE 1s LiGHT (1 John 1. 5)—

1. The Light of the World, - - - - Johng. 5

2. The Light of Life, - - - - - John 8. 12

3. The True Light, - . - John1.g

4. The Light of the Glory of God - - - 2Cor. 4.6
II. HE 1S PERFECTION—

1. The Image of the Invisible God, - - Col 1. 15

2. The Brightness of His Glory, - - - Heb. 1. 3

Urim and Thummim—Light and Perfection—Himself, our
High Priest. Manward Heis Light; Godward He is Perfection.

The Aaronic priests could not appear before God without
the Urim and Thummim as, not possessing light and perfection,
they could not perfectly typify Christ our High Priest.

Israel had forsaken the Lord, the priests were no more
worthy of their office, and the sacrifices were no longer.accept-
able to God. Soin Ezra 2. 63 we read: They should not eat of
themostholythings—the meat offering, the sin offering, the peace
offering—until therestood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.

We now have a great High Priest who Himself is Urim and
Thummim, who is passed into the heavens, there to appear in
the presence of God for us (Heb. 9. 24); and as priests unto
God we are privileged to eat of the most holy things—the meat
offering, the sin offering, the peace offering—of which He
Himself is the type.

They which minister about holy things live of the things of
the temple; and they which wait at the altar are partakers
with the altar—Himself (1 Cor. g. 13).

The Believer’s Occupation.

1. To wait for His (the living and true God)
-Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come,

2. To occupy till He come, - -

3. My beloved brethren, be ye steadf'lst un-
moveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord, - 1Cor.15.58

4. Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is
with Me, to give to every man according
as his work shall be, - - - Rev. 22,12

35 K. A. H.,

1Thess.1.10
Luke 19. 13



TALES WORTH TELLING.

A Startling Sight.—A horseman rode across a dangerous
bridge one dark night ; and, on reviewing the place next day,
he fell into a swoon when he became sensible of the danger
which, by the darkness of the night, was hidden from him.
If unsaved men and women could only see how near they are
to a lost eternity, how they would ‘“flee from the wrath to
come” (Matt. 3. 7, Rev. 6. 16) to the mighty Saviour of sinners.

The Wind Bloweth.—On the Hudson River, a man, in
indignation, tore up the tract which was handed to him, and
pitched it into the river. Butone of the pieces was blown back,
and fell on his coat sleeve. That piece contained the one word,
Eternity, by means of which he was at once aroused to his
godless condition, and led to ‘“ seek the Lord while He may be
found ” (Isa. 55. 6). Truly ‘“the wind bloweth where it listeth.”

Trusting the Doctor.—A medical man, under conviction
of sin, was visiting a patient who was saved and happy in the
Lord. ‘“Now,” said he, addressing the sick one, ‘I want you
just to tell me what it is—this faith in Jesus, and all that sort
of thing that brings peace.” His patient replied, ‘“ Doctor, I
felt that I could do nothing, and I have put my case in your
hands—I am Zrusting in you. This is exactly what every poor
sinner must do to be saved—put implicit trust in the Lord
Jesus. ““Is that all,” exclaimed the doctor, ‘simply trusting
in the Lord Jesus? I see itas I never did before.  He has
done the work. Yes, Jesus said on the cross, ‘It is finished’
(John 19. 30), and ‘whosoever believeth in Him shall not
perish, but have everlasting life’” (John 3. 16). From that
sick-bed the doctor went away rejoicing in Christ.

“What Sort of a Person is your God ? "—A celebrated
freethinker once met a poor labouring man on his way to church.
In a sneering tone he asked the man what he went to church
for? “To worship God, sir,” was the reply. ¢ What sort of
a Person is your God ? ” continued the scoffer; ‘‘let me have
an exact description.” ‘O, sir!” replied the poor man with
fervour, “ He is so grear 'that the heaven of heavens cannot
contain Him, yet so /:#¢/e that He can abide in my heart.’”
The scoffer felt the poor man had answered well, and told
some friends alterwards that he had done more to convince
him of the truth of Christianity than tomes of learned theo-
logical books. “TIfor thus saith the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is Holy; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble:
spirit” (Isa. 57. 15). So holy and yct so lowly | HyP,
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OUR WORK FOR GOD.

[T is a possible thing for every man to discover just what
the work of God for him in this world is. There is not one
man who cannot discover the precise work which God has
for him to do in this world. As a matter of fact, God is
infinitely more anxious that you and I should discover that
work than we are to discover it. R. E. S.




ROBERT MURRAY M‘CHEYNE.

ROMINENT among the honoured servants of Christ of
the past century stands the name of M‘CHEYNE, and
few have left such an influence behind them as the frail
youth, whose earthly sojourn was so brief. Born in Edinburgh
in the year 1813, his early days were spent in the refining
influences of a Christian home. Of marked mental ability,
with a highly sensitive disposition, he never seems to
have given way to open vice, though he spoke of those early
days as the time wherein he cherished a pure morality, but
lived in heart a Pharisee.

In 1831 his brother, David, his senior by eight or nine years,
was taken to be with the Lord. His godly life and premature
death made a deep impression on the sensitive youth, which
never left him. A year later his diary contains, *“On this
morming last year I received the overwhelming blow to my
worldliness. How blessed to me, O God, Thou only knowest
who hast made it so.”

Although an ardent believer in instantaneous conversion,
his own did not come about suddenly. He was led to Christ
through deep and ever abiding, but not distracting con-
victions. On March tr1, 1834, he writes, ‘Read in THE SuMm
oF SavING KNOWLEDGE, the work which I think first of all
wrought a change in me.” Open confession of assurance was
in those days rare, and some of the relapsesinto worldly
pleasure which took place at this time, he attributed to
cowardly silence. These relapses were followed by seasons of
heart-searching and deep humiliation.

Questioning himself as to his deep longings for mission
work abroad, he asks, ‘Does the romance of the business
weigh with me, the interest and esteem I would carry with
me, the wise journals I would write and receive?” Andrew
Bonar and Alexander Somerville were his companions in study
and early labours, which were carried on among Edinburgh's
slums, visiting the sick, seeking to preach Christ in the
wretched hovels, and win the besotted inmates for the Saviour.
In 1834 he records his impressions as he learns of the first
soul he had been instrumental in winning. “Lord, I thank
Thee Thou hast shown me Thy marvellous working, though I
was but an adoring spectator rather than an instrument.”

In 1835 he completed his studies, and soon after he com-
menced as helper of Mr. Bonar of Larbert and Dunipace.
The workers at the collieries and ironworks at Carronshore, and
the dense popu’ation around, he carried into the presence of
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Robert NMurray N*Cheyne, of Dundee.

God, while he sought to bring the gospel before the people.
Personal visitation ever formed a great part of his service.
His day was carefully planned, his thirst for the Word of God,
and his longing for communion were in keeping with his
buraing pissioa for souls, so that while he had portions of each
day reserved for devotion, meditation, and study of the Word,
he was ever afoot in the service of soul-winning.

He was invited to take up the pastorate of St. Peter’s,
Dundee, in 1836, and the barrenness of the parish is summed
up in his first impressions of Juteopolis. ‘‘A city given to
idolatry and hardness of heart. The prophets prophesy lies,
and the people love to have it so.” A pastor in the truest
sense, his diary abounds with touching incidents, showing the
extent to which visitation, personal dealing, prayer with and
for the suffering and indifferent, entered into his daily service.
His habit was to spend the day in visitation, then gather the
families visited into one of the houses, and preach the gospel
to them collectively. A weekly prayer meeting was also com-
menced, at which the young servant of Christ encouraged the
people to pray for and expect revival.

Perhaps no personal ministry was more blessed than his
dealing with applicants for communion. Time and again the
formal applicant was kept back ; not a few after seeing him,
convicted of their unfitness, voluntarily stayed away ; while very
many were brought to a saving knowledge of the truth.

The continued strain of his arduous labours began to tell
on his not too robust constitution, and palpitation of the heart
forced him for a time to discontinue active work. While thus
incapacitated a mission of inquiry to the Jews was proposed,
and his missionary zeal at once seized on the prospect of
being able, during his enforced idleness, to serve the Lord by
helping to carry the Gospel to Hisancient peop'e. After much
prayer the mission, consisting of Drs. Black and Keith,
Andrew Bonar, M‘Cheyne, and others, set out in May, 1839.
Their journeyings extended for sixth months, during which
time they toured Palestine, returning by Constantinople,
Moldavia, Wallachia, Austria, and Germany. On the vessel
which conveyed him from Leith to London he was enabled to
present Christ to a Jew, and throughout the entire tour he
missed few opportunities of personal conversation with the
sons of Israel. \While at Beyrout he contracted (ever, and for
some time his life was despaired of. Only partly conscious,
still his heart was full of his life mission, and his prayers rosc
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Robert Murray M Cheyne, of Dundee.

constantly to the throne of grace for the people of Dundee.

It is singular that while he was thus brought so low, and
severed far from friends and work, God showered down the
blessing he had so long craved. Mr. Burns, son of the parish
minister of Kilsyth, took up the work in his absence, and on
August 8 (one of the days on which M‘Cheyne was so weak),
whlle he was preaching, the power of the Spirit bent the audi-
ence like a sheaf before the storm, and the glorious work of
grace commenced. The church was thrown open nightly,
and vast companies heard the Word and remained for prayer
and personal dealing. It is estimated that in all 8oo souls
were personally dealt with in a few weeks.

The first intelligence the travellers received of the remark-
able awakening was when they reached Hamburg, though it
was not until his arrival in London that M‘Cheyne learned it
was among his own people where the hand of God had been so
singularly manifested. The deluge was-past when he arrived
home, but the gentle shower continued for some months, and
he was wonderfully used to strengthen and build up the young
converts.

For three years longer M‘Cheyne was permitted to labour
among them, during the whole of which period his energy
never slackened, signs following the preaching of the Word.
He was also instrumental in raising up much practical interest
in the people of Israel, pleading for them in various parts of
Scotland and Ireland.

If in many parishes throughout Scotland there were signs of
a gracious revival, there were whole districts utterly callous to
their spiritual needs, and where gross indifference was
apparent. The godly young pastor yearned aflter these
needy spots, and at length his heart’s desire was granted when
the door was opened for him and Mr. Alexander to visit the
districts of Deer and Ellon.

It was to be his last journey. After preaching three weeks,
in and out of doors, he returned to Dundee. On the following
Sunday evening he preached at Broughty Ferry. He was laid
down with typhus fever on the Tuesday, and after thirteen days’
sullering he fell asleep on Saturday, March 25, 1843, aged 29.

Next to the Bible, the “Life and Letters of Samuel Ruther-
ford " was his favourite book, and in many ways he resembled
that honoured servant of God. He dwelt in the presence of
God, and made it his daily business by life and lip to represent
Christ to his fellows, and win them for Him. J. H.
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SEVEN MARKS OF AN IDEAL SUPERINTENDENT,

QuesTIoN 1. (continued)— What are the seven marks of an
ldeal Superintendent?

I. BE PunctuaL. If the Superintendent is not punctual
he cannot expect the teachers to be, and if the teachers are
not there at the right time, they cannot blame the scholars if
late. As in the commercial, so in the spiritual, “ Punctuality
is the Soul of Business.”

II. BE PraverrUL. This is the sad need of the present
day. Both in the Sunday School and in all branches of the
Lord’s work, the prayer meetings are neglected. How can we
expect the Lord to bless when His children fail to ask His
help? If we are at our posts punctually, we shall have time
before the scholars arrive to silently lift up our hearts to God
to bless the lesson or message about to be given.

III. BE Patient. Waiting upon God will give us the
patience that is most needed with children. Oftlimes they
are very trying, and need a lot of forbearance. * The husband-
man wattet/z for the precious fruit ... and hath Jong patience
for it” (Jas. 5. 7). So the worker amongst the young must
“ Be patient, therefore, brethren.”

IV. Be PERSEVERING, remembering ‘ He that goeth forth
weepmg, bearing precious seed, shall, doubtless, come agam
rejoicing, bringing his sheave with hlm Also, “In due time
we shall reap if we faint not.” Then let us

V. BE PurroseruL. The definite aim of all our labours is
to sow the precious seed, that we may find it ‘“after many
days,” and bring glory to God and eternal good to the children.
We must ever have the purpose of the Apostle before us: * By
all means save some” (1 Cor. 9. 22). Definite conversions
must be the definite goal of our labour.

VI. BE A PaTTERN. Surely this is much needed now,
especially as children are such imitators. How needful for us
to walk as the Pattern put before us, that in some small way
the children may see we are endeavouring to walk even as He
walked, and thus be able to follow our example (r Cor. 1. 1),
as Paul said, “ Be ye followers of me, even as I am of Christ.”
Then shall we truly |

VII. BE Prosrerous. The Word of the Lord shall be a
power in our lives. The children and those we come in con-
tact with will see we have ‘‘been with Jesus” and “learnt of
Him ” (Matt. 11. 29), and thus become, as in 1 Thessalonians
1. 1-10, followers of us and the Lord, “to serve the living and
true God, and wait for His Son from Heaven.” W. AL DI,
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Confidence in God.—Two boys were conversing about
Elijah and the chariot of fire. Said one, ‘Wouldn’t you be
afraid toride in such a chariot?” ‘*No,” was the reply, *‘ not if
God drove ” (2 Kings 2. 11). ‘“Cast not away your confidence ”
(Heb. 10. 35). “ Trust in the Lord with all thine heart.”

* Coffin Nails "—A constable at Willesden Police Court
said he heard a boy say to the shopkeeper, “Let’s have a
packet o’ coffin nails ” The magistrate: “ Coffin nails!” The
policeman: “ He meant five-a-penny cigarettes.” Not a bad
title for that which assists in the ruination of health, body and
soul. ‘“Abstain Irom all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5. 22).

Power of Kindness.—A Quaker had a quarrelsomeneigh-
bour, whose cow often broke into the Quakers well-cultivated
garden. One morning, having driven the cow from his
premises to her owner’s house, he said to him, * Friend, I have
driven thy cow home once more, and if 1 find her in my
garden again”—* Suppose you do,” his neighbour angrily
exclaimed, “what will you do? ’° ¢ Why,” said the Quaker,
“I’ll drive her home to thee again, friend.” The cow never
again troubled the Quaker. “In so doing thou shalt heap
coals of fire on his head” (Prov. 25. 22. Rom. 12. 20).

How Different the Tears!—The superintendent of a
Sunday school in Lambeth was recently talking to the infants
about the text, “ Jesus wept” (Jobn 11. 35). In order better
to impress the minds of the children with the picture of the
Saviour weeping, the superintendent asked if they had ever
seen their parents cry. Up went the hand of a little six-year-
old girl: “Please, sir, my mother cries.” “Oh! when does
your mother cry?” ‘‘Please, sir, when she's drunk.” How
different! and yet not so different, for was it not sz mirrored
in the doomed city (Luke 19. 41), and sor7o7v in the dead man
(John 1r. 35), which caused the Saviour of sinners to weep?

Going to the Devil.—A well-known member of the Scot-
tish bar when a youth was somewhat of a dandy, short and
sharp in his temper. He was going to pay a visit in the
country, and was making a great fuss about his preparing and
his appearance. His old aunt was much annoyed at all this
bustle, and stopped him by the somewhat contemptuous
question : ““ Whaur’s this you're gaun’, Robby, that ye make
sic a grand wark about your claes?” The young man lost his
temper, and pettishly replied, “I’'m going to the devil.”
“Deed, Robby, then,” was the quiet answer, ‘‘ye needna be
sae nice ; he'll juist tak’ ye as ye are” (Mark 5. 3). HY.

42



SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Jesus in the Midst.
. On the Cross, - John 19. 18, The central object of shame

H

2. In the Church, Matt. 18 12, " » of worship
3. In the Glory, - Rev. i . , of praise
H.K.D.
The Heart in Peter. Preparation for Study.
1. God in the heart,1 Pet.3.15 | 1.Regeneratemind,1Cor.2.14
2. Humility |, v 3. 4| 2.Willing ,» John?7.17
3. Love ,s »» I.22 | 3.0Obedient »y JaS.1.21,22
4. Hope ,, 2Pet.1.19| 4.Teachable ,; Matt.11.25
T.B. W D.

Three Things ‘¢ at the Beginning.’’
Gen. 3. 2, PosiTIoN in relation { 1. Away from Him, Is. 53.6

to God, - - | 2. Separated by sin,Is. 59. 2
Gen. 3.12,13, ConpITION before | 1. Guilty, - - Gen.3.12
God, . {2. Dead, - -y 2,17
1.Shadow, - - Gen.3.21
Gen. 3.21, ReMissioN by blood, {2. Substance, Heb.g.22 g.w.
Three Revelations. Threefold Writing.
1. Power of God, - Rom.1.16 | 1.Writing of justice,Ex.31.18
2. Righteousness of 2. Writing of grace, John 8. 6
God, - - -Rom.1.17 | 3.Writing of judg-
3. Wrath of God,- Rom.1.18 ment, - - - Dan.5.25
H.K.D. JS.Fs.

Three Precious Portions for the Year.
. To Israel at the end of the forty years’ wilderness march:
““The Lord thy God ’Lath been with thee,”  Deut. 2.7
. To Joshua entering upon the conflict of Canaan: * The
Lord thy God #s with thee,” - - Joshua 1. g

>y

N

3. By dying David to his son Solomon in view of his rear-
ing the Temple: ¢“The Lord God, even my God, will be
with thee,” - - 1 Chron. 28. 20 HyP.

The Trinity : Manifestations of God

FATHER,SON,AND HOLYSPIRIT, IN THE BELIEVER,

1. Increation, -Gen.1.26 | 1. Dwelling, - -1Cor.3.16

2. In atonement,- Heb.g9.14 | 2. Walking, - -2Cor.06.16

3. In baptism, - Matt.28.19 | 3. Speaking, - - 1 Pet. 4. 11

4. Inaccess, -Eph.2.18 | 4. Working, - - Phil.2.13

5. In election, -1Pet.1.2 | 5.Praying, - - Rom. 8.26

6. In direction, -2Thes. 3.5 | 6. Fighting, - - Gal. 5.17

7. In benediction,2 Cor.13.14 | 7. Ruling, - - Acts2o.28

T.D. JS. IS,
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THE HEAVENLY CALLING.

ARDONED on the ground of the sacrificial work ol
Christ, the believer is united to Him, and called to
share with Him, where He now is, all the triumphs which He
has accomplished. The question of sin being settled (Heb.
I. 3), the question now is that of glory (Heb. 2. 10).

Position. The world being under condemnation (Rom.
3. 19), the Christian’s blessings and calling are not of this
world (John 17. 16). He has been separated from it (1) by
the choice of the Father (John 17. 6), and (2) by the work of
Christ (Gal. 2. 20). The cross, through which his sin has
been dealt with, cuts him off from the world. He has been
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, called a son (1 John 3. 1);
and given the spirit of Sonship (Gal. 4. 6). Gifted by the
Father to the Son (John 17. 6), he is even now seated in
Heavenly places with Christ (Eph. 2. 6).

Privileges. ‘“All are your’s, and ye are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3. 23), tells of the unlimited privileges
gifted by grace and enjoyed by faith. Bondage is unknown
where grace and love are fully understood and enjoyed.
“ The spirit of life has made us free from the law of sin and
death” (Rom. 8. 2). The precious blood has brought us
nigh (Eph. 2. 13) ; we are fellow-citizens with the saints (Eph.
2. 19). It is the Father’s delight to have us in His presence
(r Cor. 1. g9), and with the saint who walks in obedience and
dependence. He makes His abode (John 14. 23).

Blessings. ‘“ All spiritual blessings (Eph. 1. 3); here
there is enough to satisfy every longing desire of the new-
born saint. Just as the heir is brought up in a manner be-
fitting his position, so God has provided for us in keeping with
His purposes toward us. “In Christ” tells us where these
blessings are, and how they may be obtained.  Our calling is
that we shall be His associates, and partake for ever of the
inexhaustible fulness which is in Him.

Responsibilities. We are urged to make our calling and
election sure (2 Peter 1. 10), and this can only be done by a
whole-hearted appropriation of Christ, and a complete sur-
render to Him. While the purpose and the promise of God
toward Israel was all Canaan for an inheritance, their
possession of it was determined by their treading upon it
(Josh. 1. 3). If any seem to come short of the full apprecia-
tion of this glorious calling, and the realisation of standing we
have belore God, it is because they have failed to lay hold of
what it means to be *‘In Christ ” (2 Cor. 5. 17). J. 1L
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A THREE-FOLD RULE

GET a wooden rule or a tape measure, or sketch rough out-
line on blackboard. ‘T'ake up three simple points.

I.—The Rule Maker. The British Parliament ordained
that this was to be the standard measure of length, and we
determine the difference between two lengths by this means.
God has astandard measure which He has ordained, His Hor .
Hold up the Brsre. Tell them of three things God measures.

1. “THOUGHTS” (Exod. 20. 17 ; Prov. 24. 9; Prov. 22. 15).

2. ““\Worps.” Read Exodus 20. 16; Genesis 3. 4, 5.

3. “ DEEDS " (read Exod. 20. 15). Speak on the beauty ol
the hand. Get them to raise, turn, and shut with you.
Observe its silent, painless motion. Refer to its usefulness
and power in sculpture, painting, building, but capable of
doing wrong things. Mention first wrong (Gen. 3. 6); what it
led to, nailing Christ to the tree.

II. The Rule User. Endeavour to awaken conscience.
Have they ever yet and always used this rule ? (read Jas. 2. 10).
Only one ever could (Matt. 5. 17, 18). Give His name—Jesus.

I1I. The Rule Breaker (read Heb. 10. 28). Remind of
the boy when fighting took God’s name in vain (Lev. 24. 11, 14).
He had to die for it. Contrast the present. ‘There was no
Saviour for him. Bring in God’s rule for salvation. Rich and
poor must all be saved in the same way, namely, by faith only
(Acts 13. 39); Abraham (Gen. 15. 6); Paul (Acts 9. 6);
yourself (tell them how you believed). Explain how God can
save those who have broken I1is rules. He counts them to
have died with Christ. Thus are theyfree (John 8. 36). 7Js. Fs.
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THE SINNERS' DREAM.

‘* God speaketh once, yea twice . .. In a dream, in a vision ol the
night, when deep sleep falleth on men” (Job 33. 14, 15).

HE Church bells were hushed, for the night-cloud
had lowered,
3 And the sentinel stars set their watch in the sky;
¢ The worshippers slept on their beds, overpower’d
By the Sabbath's long weariness, joyless, and dry.

2. When reposing that night on my pallet of ease,
Bythefear-scaring faggotsof hopesbright butvain;
3t At the dead of the gloom came a vision to please,

“ And thrice ere the morning I dreamed it again.

Methought from life’s battle-field's dreadful array,
Far, far 1 had roamed on a heavenly track;

'Twas peaceful, and sunshine arose on the way,
To the home of the blessed they welcomed me back.

I flew to the pleasant fields traversed so oft

In thought and in song when my bosom was young ;
I heard my own little ones singing aloft,

And knew the sweet strains that the glorified sung.

Then drank we the joy-cup, and fondly I vowed

From that home and my gathered ones never to part;
My little ones kissed me—a blest happy crowd,

And heaven was mine in my fulness of heart.

¢““Stay! stay with us—rest, thou art weary and worn,”
And fain was the joy-dreaming spirit to stay ;

But sorrow returned with the dawning of morn,
As the voice in my wakened ear melted away.

Alas! for the dream of the sleeping professor,

For the dream through a lifetime of heaven and joy;
O dreamer, awake! be of grace a possessor,

Ere the waking of death shall thy vision destroy.

Awake!| and the Christ of the blest resurrection,

The Christ of the Cross, where He died for man's sin,
Will give thee a title that knows no rejection—

No dream | but blood-saved thou shalt surely pass in.

John 11,25, Gal. 2,20, John 1. 12. Rev. 7. 14, W, LUFF
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MORE PEARLS FROM OLD SEAS.

By Divenr T. Bairn,

THE dog who hunts by scen needs not to see the form of the
game he follows. His sense of scent will bring him there sooner
or later. So we who walk by fasz2 need not to see the things
which God has promised. /Faith gives present substance fto
Juture prospects.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For BiIBLE CLASSEs, SunpaY ScHooLs, aND HomEeE UsE.

THE STILL SMALL VOICE.

IRReap 1 Kings 19. 1-.18. Lrarxy Psalm 46. 1, 2. Hixts, Jacob, Gen. 28. 16; 32. 2¢;
Moses, Exod. 34. 28 ; woman, John 8. 9; other forty days, Matt. 4. 2.

’I‘HE story of the thrilling events on Carmel, in which the prophet

Elijah occupied so lofty a position, and bravely stood for God, is
closely followed by the narrative of asad collapse, in which the weakness
of even the strongest man as wellas the goodness of God are plainly seen.

AN IMPENITENT SINNER. Jezebel is not softened, not subdued
—famine, fire, and death only enrage and harden her. A picture of a
sinner with heart steeled against God (Rom. 2. 5). The contest at Car-
mel had amply demonstrated two things—(1) That Elijah’s God was the
true God, and (2) that Baal worship was false. Jezebel was an evil
women who loved her sin, and to take sides with Elijah and his God
meant she would have to part company with her sin; this she was not
piepared to do. There are many to-day who will not accept Christ,
because they love their evil deeds (John 3. 19).

A DISCOURAGED PROPHET. The threat of Jezebel to kill had a
strange effect: ‘‘he went for his life” (v. 3). Atthethreatofa woman God’s
man ran. ‘ The fear of man bringeth a snare’ (Prov. 29. 25). Seealso
Isaiah 5r1. 12; Luke 12. 4, &c. Contrast with the three Hebrew children,
Daniel, &c. ; and remember the Lord Jesus who, threatened by Herod
(Luke 13. 32), about to be stoned by the Jews (John 1r. 8), and perfectly
aware that the nails and the spear were ready for Him, never turned
aside one hairbreadth. If Jesus had swerved as Elijah did, what a
calamity! Elijah should have stayed by his work and cowpleted it—
what a mercy that Jesus did! (See also John r17. 4; 19. 0). ‘‘Requested
that he might die.” This prayer was not answered. Elijah asked to die
in a wilderness, under a juniper-tree. God had better in store—a trium-
phant translation in a whirlwind and fiery chariot to the skies (Eph. 3. z0).

A FAITHFUL GOD. Though as a servant Elijah failed and lost
sight of God, he was not forsaken by God. He may run away from duty,
but the goodness of God goes after him (Psalm 23. 6). ‘‘Ariseand eat,”
said the angel who came to serve him. This reminds us of the scene on
shore of Galilee lake {John 21. 9). Elijah fell asleep again, the angel
visitor waiting on him all the time. (See Heb. 1. 14).

A CONVINCING REBUKE. We are not told why Llijah went to
Carmel. It wasalong journey. The place was noted—*‘a mount of God "
—it would almost seem headquarters. There God appeared in the bush
(Exod. 3. 1), and there Moses abode forty days *‘in the mount with God"
(Exod. 24. 18). Here the prophet came, and here alone with God he was
dealt with. ‘ What doest thou here, Elijah ¢" This searching question
implies that he ought to have been somwewhere else. Ilis answer con-
tains a great many I's, a similar strain to the man of Luke 18, and was
not a direct answer to the question at all. God then caused wind,
earthquake, and fire to pass before Iis servant—tokens of 1fis almighty
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The Still Small Voice.

power—a rebuke to his faint heart—humbling, convincing (as Job 41. 42),
and preparing for the * §till, small voice.”” Distress and tumult give
way to peace, and Ged is not in the great noise of outward display, but
in the vuice of His Word, winning, wooing, converting. Eike the
appearing of Jesus—the voice of God to all who have ears.

A RENEWED COMMISSION. “Go, return,” said the Lord, and
gave him instruction what to do, thus graciously restoring him to office
and his work (2 Cor. 12. 9

AHAB'S MURDER AND THEFT.

Reap 1 Kings 21, 1-16. Lrearx 1 Thess. 4. 6. IiNTS, Another vineyard story, Matt.
21. 33-41; another murder, Acts 3. 14, 15. other murderers, 1 John 3. 15.

"[‘HE same cye' that compasses the unbounded universe observes the

sparrow's fall; the Almighty wh) raises up kings and is the
defence of nations is also the avenger of the poor and humble. This is
the theme of our lesson to-day.

AHAB'S SELFISH REQUEST. Jezreel was the royal Windsor of
King Ahab. Samaria was the capital of Israel and Jezreel seemed to be
a country palace. At theclose-of thelate war (see chapter 20) Ahab had
returned to his country residence, and was passing the time planning
alterations to his palace and garden. Close by his magnificent garden
was a vineyard which belonged toa humble man named Naboth. The
vineyard had belonged to Naboth’s forefathers, having been given to
them by God (Lev. 23. 23). Ahab thought his grounds would be greatly
improved by the addition of tlns piece of land, and so he pioposed to
buy or barter it (see Isaiah 3. 8).

NABOTH’S FIRM REFUSAL. ‘“The Lord forbid it me” (verse 3).
Naboth coald not entertain the idea of parting with his land, since
according to the law of Moses no Israelite was permitted to sell his
inheritance. If through extreme poverty a Jew had to part with his
land, it was handed over on the conditions that it was redeemableatany
time, and at all events it reverted in the year of jubilee toits owner. It
was not, therefore, disrespect to Ahab that caused Naboth to refuse.
Toyalty to his family, faithfulness to the Lord who gave it to them,
justified Naboth in acting as he did. Naboth preferred to obey God
rather than man, and died a martyr to the truth (Acts 5. 29).

AHAB’S COVETOUS PASSION. Like a petted child, so unlikea
manly king, he went to bed in a pet. His condition of mind was such
that Satan could make easy prey of him. Covetousness ruined Achan
(Jos. 7. 211, and Gehazi (2 Kings 5),and Judas, and many others. Covet-
ousness makes thieves, liars, and murderers (see Luke 12. 15).

JEZEBEL'S EVIL PLOT. This woman hated God and His people.
Most likely Naboth's sturdy faith in God had roused her passion against
him—he was doubtless one of the 7000,who did not bow to Baal. Recall
the Hebrew children (Daniel 3), and Mordecai (IIsther 3. 5). The Queen
said: *1 will give thee the vineyard,” and set to work. Hypocritically
pretending that Naboth had blaspliemed God, she sent lettersproclaiming
afast.and found false witnesses, theresult being that Naboth was stoned.
Just the way men treated the Iord Jesus (Mark 14. 56).

AHAB'S ILLGOTTEN POSSESSION. Now that he had got the
garden, was the king happy? Was Judas happy when he had the thirty
pieces of silver? No, there is a conscience that will wake up and tell
the evil-doer, perhaps when Loo late, of the evil that has been done and
the judgment to follow. This came to Ahab in the person of Llijah,
who found him out and pronounced lis fate to hiw,
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Ahlab's Murder and Theft.

GOD’'S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT, (see 2z Kings g. 26). As they
had done, so was done to them. Twenty years passed before it was all
fulfilled, but sure it came, and of haughty Jezebel the dogs only left the
skull, feet, and palms for burial. So retribution follows sin. *‘‘Be sure
your sin will find youout,” unless *‘ blotted ont”’ in God's mercy through
the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘*‘Without the shedding of
blood there is no remission” (Heb 9. 22).

A REMARKABLE TRANSLATION.

Reav 2 Kings 2. 1-11. LeArN 1 Thess. 4. 17. Ilixts, Enoch, Heb. 11. 6; Jesus, Acts
1. 10; saints, 1 Cor. 15. 52; 1 Thess.1. ¥; 1 Thess. 4 17; John 14. 3.

HE death of the believer is ‘ falling asleep,” and the end ** with the

Lord” (1 Thess. 4. 13-17). Our present lesson is concerning the

glorious closing of Elijali’s stormy life ou earth, and his translation to
‘“‘ brighter realms above.”

A DEATHLESS PASSAGE. Out of His own goodness God de-
signed the honour of a deathless passage to heaven. Wecan remember
Elijah wishing to die in his own blind despair (1 Kings 19. 4); but God
had a better end for him. Only one other man, Enoch, passed into
heaven without passing through the grave. ** Fiom among the dead”
Christ was the first to 11se to God’s right hand in glory (Acts 26. 23).

A PERFECT RESIGNATION. There is no sign of alarm, or re-
luctance, or desire for lengthened days. Like Paul, he could +ay.**ITam
ready” (2 Tim. 4. 6), and he *‘ desired to depart,” for it was *‘ far better”’
(Phil. 1. 23). The believer who is right in soul is in like altitude,
‘“looking for’ the hour when the Lord will appear and call him home
(Titus 2. 13). The unbeliever dreads that appearing.

A LAST FAREWELL. Elijah knowing that his end on earth was
close at hand, would, like Peter (2 Peter 1. 14), and Paul (Acts 20.),and the
Iord Jesus, in his journeying to Gilgal, Bethel (wheie was the school of
the prophet's sons), and to Jericho, speak words of wise counsel, and
confirm the faith of his bretliren, Last days are precious; each day may,
as it comes, be the last for us.

A TRUE FIDELITY. Threetimes over the prophet sought that his
friend should leave him to journey alone, but he would not. Like Ruth
clinging to Naowi (Ruth 1.16), Ittai to David (z Saw. 15. 22), and the
disciples to Jesus (John 6. 67). How much Elisha foresaw we know not,
but this he did know, that soon le would be parted from his loved

master, and he would not willingly leave himm—he would have lost much
if he had.

AN OPENED WAY. Jordan's stream baired the path of the two
travellers, and God's call was onward. Elijah, in faith's eneigy, smote
the flood; it parted; they passed over dryshod. Death's dark stream
itself canuot hinder; there is a way through it; its watais shall not
overthrow the believer (Isaiah 43. 2).

A PARTING GIFT. A parting gift is offered, and a choice by Elisha
falls to be made. ** Give me a double portion of thy spirit,” says Elisha.
The double portion was the first-boru’s share (Dcut. 21. 17), so what he
asked for was a son's legacy—not double what Iilijah had, but a large
portion of it. * This is a hard thing,” said Eliiah, Perhaps, like the
asking of James and John (Mark 1o. 38), it involved hard things for the
asker. Yet it was n pood choice—the best. *If thou scest me,” snid
Llijah, ** it shall be”—this was a condition that involved constant «x-
pectancy and watchfulness.
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A Remarkabdle Translation,

A GLORIOUS CHANGE. Suddenly, as they talked, arrived the
chariot, and the wind caught Elijah away from Elisha's sxde and up to
heaven the prophet went. Elisha saw him go, the promise came tiue,
and the mantle of Elijah became the property of his successor in the
work. Many saw Jesus go into heaven; these also at Pentecost recelved
the Holy Spirit to carry on His work. The translation of Elijah is a
suggestive picture of the rapture of the saints when, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, they shall be caught up, changed and clothed with
immortality (r Cor. 15. 51).

A WONDERFUL CURE.

RERap John 4. 43-64. LEeARrRN John 4. 48, INinTs, A widow's son, Tluke 7. 12; Ruler's
daughter, Luke 8. 54 ; a loved brother, John 11.
FRO\I Sychar, where Jesus had spent two days with the Samaritans,
He passed on to Cana of Galilee, where He made water wine. Cana
was twelve or fourteen miles distant from Capernaum, referred to in our
lesson as the place where the son of the sick nobleman lay.

A GREAT MAN. ‘*‘There was a certam nobleman” (verse 46).
Pilate, the Roman governor, ruled only in Judea, and one of King
Herod s sons, named Herod Antipas, reigned over Galilee (see Luke 3. I).
Itis generally believed that the man who came to Christ was a courtier
in the house of Herod Antipas ; indeed, it is even possible that he may
have been the steward Chuza, whose wife was one of the wealthy women
who *‘ ministered " to our Lord (Luke 8. 3). Though not many * noble ”
are called (1 Cor. 1. 26), it does not say ‘‘ not any.” The rich are difficult
to reach with the gospel. ‘‘The poor have tlie gospel preached to them”
(Matt. r1. 5), but rich and poor alike need to be saved.

AN URGENT CASE. The nobleman had a son who wasseriouslyill;
the doctors could do nothing for him; indeed, he was dying. Having
heard that Jesus of Nazareth had healed some atJerusalem, he sets out
early in the morning and covers the twenty miles to Cana of Galilee by
the seventh hour (1 p.m.) It was an urgent case,and he came in person.
He did not send a servant though he had many. Oh that men to-day
exercised the same anxiety in regard to eternal life.

A DEFECTIVE FAITH. Hecried,‘ Come down, ere my child die,”
seemingly thinking that the distance between them plevented healmg
The poor man (unlike the centurion of I.uke 7) did not know the power
of Jesus’ word, which can bless from heaven to earth as easily as from
Cana to Capernaum.

A POWERFUL WORD. Itwasa trying time for the anxious noble-
man ; Jesus seemed to put him to the test severely (r Peter 1. 7),and did
not start for Capernaum at his entreaty, but said, ‘‘Go thy way—thy son
liveth.” Thus, without any other ground of hope than the bare word ot
Jesus, not “seeing," only believing (Luke 8. 50), the nobleman had to
start homewards, He would be filled with comfort or otherwise just in
the measure of his believing (Rom. 15. 13).

A JOYFUL REPORT. Next day, as the nobleman travelled towards
his house, a company of his people came out to meet him with the good
news that the boy was quite better. Ie asked."* When did my son begin
toamend?” *Ol,” they said, ‘‘ he got well all at once ! the** fever leflt
him.” *‘*At what lour 2"’ (vcrse 51). ‘*At the seventh hour!” l'.:\actl)
the hour when Jesus had spoken the word—quicker than telegraphic
flash (Psalm 33.9).

AN INCREASED FAITH. ‘The uobleman had Lelieved the word
(verse 51); his belief now rests in the Person who spoke the word, and
the result ofthe miracle was a household of believers (verse 53), (aee also
Acts 16, 15; 16. 34; 18.8).
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HANDFULS OF HELP.
Six Steps and Six Lions.

* There were six steps to the throne, . .. and lions stood there on the
one side and on the other upon the six steps ” (2 Chron. 9. 18, 19).

The six steps of Solumon’s throne, on each of which were
lions—symbols of strength and power—recall six victories
obtained by our Lord over sin and death at the commencement
and close of His three years’ ministry, ere He, ‘‘the Lion of
the tribe of Judah,” to whom is accorded blessing and honour
and glory and power (Rev. 5. 5-13), sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1. 3). The first three, we would
notice, occurred during His temptat1on in the wnlderness
(Luke 4. 1-14), when on three occasions He was attacked by
the devil. Then, face to face with His foe, hungry, weary,
lonely, His only weapon the Word of God, He came off more
than conqueror in that three-fold assault of the arch-enemy of
man, for He returned into Galilee in the power of the Spirit,
strengthened by the conflict.

At the close of His ministry on earth, when He * must
return unto the Father,” we find the three last victories in His
death, resurrection, and ascension. He must die. He had
the power to lay dowa His life, and the power to take it again
(John 10. 18). He must go down to death and set the captive
ree. In anticipation of its accomplishment we read in Hosea
13. 14 : *“O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be
thy destruction.” He destroyed him that had the power of
death (Heb. 2. 14), and henceforth holds the keys (Rev. 1. 18)

Fifthly. Deathis swallowed up in victory (Isa. 25. 8). Death
had no dominion over Him, for He rose again the third day
(Cor. 15. 4); and the apostle in alluding to the circumstance
triumphantly exclaims: “*O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? ” (1 Cor. 15. 55).

Finally. Havingrestored man to peace with God (Rom.s.1),
having destroyed the works of the devil (1 John 3. 8), He led
captivity captive (Eph. 4. 8), and ascended up on high

What a glorious reception awaits the return of this Conqueror,
the King of Glory! Through heaven’s arches rings the shout
of myriad voices: * Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King of Glory shall
come in” (Psa. 24. 7). And yet again: * Lilt up your heads,
O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ; and the
King of Glory shall come in” (Psa. 24. 9). He passes in, the
gates are shut, and not again until He comes to fetch His
waiting people home will they re-open (1 Thess. 4. 1.4-16).
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Not ‘‘Half’’ but a ‘‘ Whole” Crown.—A veteran
Methodist preacher was tramping up a hill to the little chapel.
““Well, John,” said a scoffer amongst a number of men by the
roadside, ‘‘ I suppose you’ll get half-a-crown for the sermon.”
‘““ Nay, nay,” replied John promptly, ‘“I’ll get a whole crown
by and by.” Diligent elders shall receive ‘“a crown of glory
that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 5. 4).

Which Loved Best ?—An Eastern lady desired her three
sons to give her an expression of their love, before her depar-
ture for a long journey. One brought a marble tablet with
her name inscribed thereon ; another presented her with a rich
garland of fragrant flowers. The third entered her presence
and said, ‘“ Mother, I have neither marble tablet nor fragrant
flowers, but [ have a heart ; here your name is forever engraved.”
The Lord claims the whole person when He says, “ My son, give
Me thine heart” (Prov. 23, 26). He counts nothing if that
is awanting. ‘ Nevertheless thou hast left thy first love”
(Rev. 2. 4).

The True Motive Power.—A gentleman visiting one of
the hospitals for lepers in India, and wishing to test the nurse
on duty, said, ‘“ You must have a great deal of the enthusiasm for
humanity to labour here amongst those awful cases of disease.”
““ Enthusiasm for humanity indeed,” replied the nurse, ‘that
would not keep me here a week ; but I do possess some of the
compassion and enthusiasm of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that
is the reason why I am content to live and labour amid such
surroundings.” It is the *“love of Christ” (2 Cor. 5. 14)
that 1s the motive of all true service for God. We love lepers
because He loved us (1 John 4. 19).

Struck by Lightning.—A young sailor once rose and
said: “In a thunderstorin, far at sea, I was struck by the
lightning and taken up for dead. As they were carrying me
along the deck, I heard the mate say, ‘Poor fellow; he is
gone." I was conscious, and knew all that was said and done.
I said to myself, ‘*Where will I go to?’ In a moment it
seemed as if all the acts of my wicked life passed in review
before me. It was an awful sight. I thought hell was not
far off ; and go there I must. ‘T'hey revived me; but I had
been too near eternity to be any longer indifferent. I fled for
refuge to Christ. That was five years ago. I have stood up
for Jesus ever since, both on land and sea.” ‘“So persecute
them with Thy tempest, and make them afraid with Thy

storm” (Psa. 83 15; Nahum 1. 3).
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TAKE TIME TO PRAY.

I'OR at least a briefinterval each day a man should be alone and
practise the presence of God. He should taketime. \Weare busy
men; but then if you canactuallyaccomplish something through
prayer it is worth while to take time forit. I have a friend who
says that the man who is too busy to take timeto pray, is like a
boat that has so much business that it cannot take time to stop
and take on coal. PROF. E J. BOSWORTH.

MR. AND MRrs. SAYAD
AND TWO OF THEIR CHILDREN.



A PERSIAN LADY MISSIONARY.

PERSIA of old has many points of interest to the Christian.

Mentioned as early in the world’s history as Genesis 10,
its national history is said to date back to the time of Noab,
and Medo-Persia to be associated with Madai, third son of
Japheth (1 Chron. 1. 5). Inthedaysof Abraham, Chedorloamer
was king of Llam, one of the early Persian provinces (Gen.
14. 1). Then it is promment in the times of Esther (the
feast of Purim, mentioned in the Book of Esther, being
observed to this day) and Daniel, whose tomb is still shown at
Shushan. Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes, Artaxerxes, and other names
tell of its ancient glory.

Persia of to day continues to be interesting in the national
movement for liberty, which may have a far-reaching effect in
opening doors long closed; in the religious movement in
revolt from the Koran, known as Badism, whose followers
accept the New Testament, and which may be even more far-
reaching as a means of the entrance of Gospel light into
densely darkened Mohammedan hearts; and in a small move-
ment to carry out New Testament principles, and to cleave
alone “to God and to the Word of His grace” (Acts 2o0. 32).
One of the “fellow helpers” in this latter effort is the subject
of the present ‘‘ brief record.”

AsLIE Savap was born March 20, 1879, in Marnoha, a
village on the shores of Lake Urumiah, in the lower part of the
River Nuzlov. Deszended from the noble Syrian (Nestorian)
people she showed marked ability from her earliest days,
when she was a pupil in one of the schools, conducted by the
Christian worker who afterwards became her husband. At
the age of 13 she was received into the seminary of FIDELIA
Fiske (a famed lady mission worker) at Urumiah, where she
studied for some years, and where she was saved at the age of
14 during a revival in the seminary, when many of the girls
were convicted of sin, and converted to God.

On March 9, 1895, she was married to ABISHALOM SAYaD,
then working in connection with the American Mission, and
at once undertook a full share of service for the Mlaster.
Besides her household duties she undertook a women’s Bible-
class on Sundays, and taught in the school through the week.
In June, 1896, Mr. Sayad removed to DBarlou, the largest
village in the district of Urumiah, with a population of 3900
Mohammedans and 300 nominal Christians. Inthistown Mrs.
Sayad exercised great influence, especnally amongst the women.
Their first son, Nathan, was born in Barlou, but died in infancy.
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A Persian Lady Missionary.

In 1897, alter six months waiting upon God, Mr. Sayad was
led to visit. Britain; -Mrs. Sayad settled in Urumiah. Here
their second child, Christiana, was born. 1Vhen two months
old a fire occurred in the house, mother and daughter barely
escaping with their lives. Her letters to her husband at this
time testify to her unfailing trust in and thanksgiving to God
for His marvellous grace. A serious attack of typhoid fever
brought her to the point of death in 1898, and, as if to add
calamity to calamity, when she was lying unconscious, little
Christiana was ‘““called home.” Health broken, baby dead,
husband in a far-off land, her trust was still “in the Name of
the Lord.” On recovering, her health was restored in a
wonderful degree, enabling her to attend the meetings, and
conduct a women's Bible-class for 31 years, as well as to be a
true spiritual help to other workers in the mission field.

Letters to her husband in Britain told of help derived
through meditations in the Book of Psalms; ‘ Morning by
Morning,” by C. H. Spurgeon; Baxter’s “Saint’s Rest ’; “ The
Pilgrim’s Progress,” and similar standard works. She also
recounted wonderful answers to prayer in regard to supplies
for herself and Mr. Sayad’s mother, living at a distance away,
and, instead of complaining, encouraged her husband. On
August 8, 1898, she wrote, ‘“ Do not feel lonely in a foreign land,
your Heavenly IFather will inake the beams of light to shine
upon you. The day will come when you will return to your
home. The same God, who has been with you until now,
will be with you hencelortk*

The years 1897-9 were marked by terrible upheavals in
Persia. Hundreds of Nestorians joined the (Russian) Greek
Church.  One of the inducements held out being the present
of a Cross to each pervert. Famine, outrage, brutalities, and
massacres were rampant in many parts A woman sold her
two children (or bread, a beautiful girl of eight was treated
inhumanly, murders were common, Mrs. Sayad’s grandfather
at Marnoha was beaten, robbed, and left almost dead.

In 19or Mr. Sayad returned from Britain, then the real
opportunity (or activity in Christian work was opened to bis
helpmeet, and right heartily did she fall into line. During
his tour amongst the Lord's people in the British Isles Mr.
Sayad had learned from the Word of God the truths of
assurance of salvation, the priesthood of believers, oneness of the
body of Christ, believers’ baptism, the life of faith, the coming
of the I.ord, and kindred truths. () iietly waiting till he had
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A Persian Lady Missionary.

opportunity ol reading the Scriptures on these important
themes with his wife, he set them before her little by little.
The intelligent Oriental mind slowly though steadily began
to grasp the truth, the eyes of her spiritual understanding were
opened, with the result that r7 months alter her husband’s
return she was one with him in doctrine and practice,
publicly conlessing Christ by immersion on November g, 19o2.
Her testimony was ‘“ For your sake I will not go down into
the water, but I have been convinced from the Word of God,
and fully believe in what our blessed Lord says. Therefore I
do not feel ashamed to conless Him before the public.”

Henceforward she truly walked ‘“in newness of life” (Rom.
6. 4) as manifested in her utterances being ‘‘always with
grace, seasoned with salt” (Col. 4. 6); “ Ye wives be subject
to your husbands in the Lord” (Eph. 5. 22) in the careful
management of her household ; ‘“abounding in hospitality *
(Heb. 13. 2), entertaining 30 or 40 guests for the three or four
days of the small Conference of Believers; encouraging her
husband to take extended tours into needy districts, and other-
wise rendering invaluable help in the pioneer work of grace
and truth in this ancient land.

Just when she seemed most useful she was taken from
husband, family, [riends, and work. On February 24, 1909,
a little boy was born, and named John Bunyan Sayad. A mild
fever laid her low, doctors were called in, alter a time she was
taken to the American Mission Hospital, where she gradually
got worse. A consultation was held, and her husband was
informed that consumption in its worst form had set in.
Open-air treatment, and every remedy which loving hearts and
willing hands could devise were freely tried, but she steadily
weakened, and passed away on October 23, 1909, in her 31st
year, leavmc four children—Christiana II., 7} years; Annie,
5; Grace, 3; and John Bunyan, 8 momhs a sorrowing
husband, and numerous relations and (riends to mourn the
loss of one who sought to ‘“adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things.” The value of her testimony was
manilest in the 400 or more, even at short notice, who
attended the funeral on the following day. Being dead, she
‘“yet speaketh” in a cry for devoted women to press into the
‘“regions beyond ” with the glad message to their less fortunate
sisters, and for all to ‘“awake out of sleep,” and labour on in
view of that day when ‘“many shall come (rom the east and
west, and shall sit down . .. in the kingdom of heaven.” wHyr.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Three Whosoevers.
1.A startling fact, - Rev.20.14
2.Solemn statement, ,, 22.15
3.Sweepinginvitation, ,, 22.17
H.K.D.

The Ability of Christ.
1. Abletosave, - Heb. 7. 25
2. Able to keep, - 2 Tim.1.12
3. Able to subdue, Phil. 3.21
W.N Y.

God’'s Side——and——Your Side.

“God so loved the world
that He gave His only be-
gotten Son.”

The loving and giving are

God’s side.

Seven Crowns.

I. Crown of thorns,Matt.27.29
2. n oflife, Jas.1.12; Rev.

2.10 [2Tim.4.8
v ofrighteousness,
n of rejoicing,1 Thes.2.19
nincorruptible,1Cor.qg.25
nofglory, - 1 Peters.4
wof gold, Rev.4.4 )J.H.B.

N Ov s w

What God is——and

(John 3. 16).

“ That whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish,
but /ave everlasting life.”
The believing and having are

your side. .

Seven Mysteries.
. Incarnation, - 1 Tim.3.16
Divine indwelling,Col. 1.27
. The Church, - Ephes.5.23
. Iniquity, 2 Thess.2.7,8
. Translation, - 1Cor.15.51
Israel (condition of),
Rom.11.25
7. Restoration,Ep.1.9,10 HyP.

What God Gives.

g\u‘«hwp -

A Study of Psalm 34. 11, 12.

1.God is a sun,

- [nward, -

- Light, life, and love.

2.God is a shield, - Outward,- Protection, power, prosperity.
3.God gives grace, Time,Salvalion,separation,sanctification.
4.Godgives glory,Eternity,Rom.8.17,18; 8.28-30; Col.3.4.p.w.

The Heart in Ephesians.

The blind heart, - - 4.18
The filled heart, - - 3.17
The melodious heart, 5. 19
The comforted heart, 6. 22
The single heart, - 6.5 T.s.

P~

Precious Things of Peter.
1. Christ, - - 1 Peter2.4-7
2. His blood, - 1 Peter1.19
3. The promises,2 Peter 1. 4
4. Faith, - - 2Peterr.1
5. Trial of faith, 1 Peter 1. 7

Ten Representative Lepers.
A Study of Luke 17. 11.

On B O

. They all had the same disease, - -
They were all in the same place, -
They all cried to the same Person,- .
They all cried for the same thing, -
They all got the same prescription,
. They all got the same blessing, Cleansing = regeneration.

Leprosy =sin.
Afar ofl = distance.
Jesus =God.
Mercy =helpless.
- Go = obedience.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Ten Thousand Worlds.—*“ Now I would not part with my
Saviour for ten thousand worlds.” Thus spoke a girl who had
once trod the path of sin, but was now rejoicing in Christ. “Unto
you therefore which believe HE is precious” (1 Peter 2. 7).

Young Heads on Young Shoulders.—A little five-year-
old girl named Helen returned home [rom Sunday school and
said : “ Mamma, every Sunday the man reads how much money
each class gives, and then he tells how much Total gives, and
Total gives more than anyone. He must be a rich man. \WWho
is Total, mamma?” How often teachers forget that *‘ when I
was a child I tkought as a child” (1 Cor. 13. 11), and that the
Saviour's loaves were not only perfect, but broken (Mark 8. s, 6).

Sadly Correct. —A Temperance worker, while addressing
a Sunday-school, desired to bring out the fact that the drunkards
of the future must come from the boys of to-day. ¢ Boys,” he
said, ‘““these men that we see about us, on the street,in the
shops, in this church, will grow old and die. Who will take
their places and be the men then? ” After a moment's pause
they answered, ‘“\Ve boys.” *‘Now, boys, you have all seen
men who drink too much—drunkards we call them. They
will die, too. \Who do think will take their places when they
die, and be the druakards then?”” Promptly came the answer,
‘“We boys.” This reply started the whole school. Alas,
there was too much truth in the reply. How need(ul then to
aim at getting the young people ‘‘ converted” (Matt. 18. 3.),
and linked up with a “power” (Rom. 1. 16), which will enable
them to ‘“‘abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5. 22).

Condemned Already.—One day a poor criminal, under
sentence of death, asked for pen, ink, and pagper. They were

given him, and he began to write. ‘“\What are you doing?”
asked the doctor. “I am making my will,” replied the
prisoner. ‘* Making your will?” said the doctor. ‘Do you

not know that from the day the sentence was pronounced
upon you in court, you have been in the eye of the law a dead
man? No will or deed executed by you now would be valid
in any court ol justice in the land. The law cannot recognise
the acts of a man whose existence is legally at an end. Itis
a mere accident that you are still alive. In the eye of the
law your life closed the moment the judge passed sentence.”
The poor fellow had never before so completely realised his
position. Burying his face in his hands, he burst into tears.
He was dead while he lived! (1 Tim. 5. 6). So ‘he that
believeth not is condemned already ” (John 3. 18). Hyp.
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A CHAT ABOUT THE COMET.

YOUNG worker amongst young folks sends a timely
suggestion as to the use of current objects of interest

and conversation. ‘‘Interest first, apply next,” will be a motto
easily carried out in this case. Draw word GOMET on black-
board in chalk, or on sheet of paper in crayon. Most book-
binders will supply a sheet or two of black lining paper, which
does admirably for blackboard. Ask what is the coming event
ip the sky? Answer HALLEY's coMET. What is the greatest
event which will ever happen in the sky? THE LORD'S COMING
(1 Thess. 4. 13-18). Then take letter by letter as acrostic,
and point out that GHRIST 1S coMING (John 14. 3; Matt. 25.
1-13). The One who died now reigns, and i1s coming. The
Saviour Himself promised, “1f 1 co I will come.” He has
certainly gone, then He will certainly come. The angels
confirmed His promise. “Jesus ... shall come” (Acts 1. 11).
He is coming ONLY FOR His sainTs (1 Cor. 15. 51). Explain
that a saint means simply a saved and sanctified one. All
believers are saints. Next remind them that MANY WILL BE
LEFT (Matt. 25. 10). As with Noah, some were left out; as
with Lot, some were lelt in Sodom ; so when Christ comes
the unsaved will be left. This tells us that now EVERYBODY
MAY BE READY (Rev. 22. 17). Tell how you got ready; get
any saved scholar to tell how they got ready ; ask each, Are
youready? The lesson would not be complete without telling
how to get ready—TrusT Jesus (John 1. 12). You know
how to apply and illustrate this If not, ask the superintendent.
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CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE.
“ FOLLOW His steps” (1 Peter 2. 21), suggestively por-
trays the walk of the disciple, and it must never be
overlooked that discipleship with Christ only begins at the
Cross. As our Forerunner He is within the veil; the end of
the journey is where He is (John 14. 3), and it is ours to
mark His footprints and follow where He has trod.

Humility. Theself-emptied Servant who exchanged riches
for poverty (2 Cor. 8. 9) and honour for humiliation is shown
first to us in an act of submission (Matt. 3. 7). John, who
had spoken of His glory marvels, and remonstrates, but He
whose Deity John proclaimed was baptised of him. ‘To
fulfil all righteousness” was His mission, and no humiliation
was too great if thereby God might be glorified. He stops at
the call of a blind beggar in order to emphasise His character
(Mark 10. 45, 46). He would save a woman of Samaria
(John 4. 1), and in order to do so requests a favour.

Dependence. His humiliation was so full that it involved
absolute trust in His Father. Notice His prayers, at baptism,
in temptation, ere He chose His disciples, His vigils on the
mountain side after His miracles, His last night in the garden,
and see how fully He had surrendered Himself to His Father’s
will. In temptation He shelters Himself behind the “Thus
saith the Lord” of Holy \Vrit. In His miracles He disclaims
power as of Himself (John 5. 19). His utterances are not
His own. He lives by the Father (John 6. 57).

Obedience. His subjection to His parents was in keeping
with His Father’s will. He took the place of the learner
(Isa. 50. 4). He hid the law of the Lord in His heart (Psalm
40. 8). His daily life was the interpretation of it in practice.

Love was the great power which enabled Him to so fully
and faithfully fill the servant’s place. Well might the willing
servant’s words be in His mouth, “I love my master; ... I
will not go out free” (Exod. 21. 5). We can only measure
or estimate that love as we ponder that life, and as that service
and devotion are brought home to us a corresponding love to
Him will be begotten there. Service and devotion with this
motive, and from this source, are what God requires of us.

Victory. Too often we only think of the present, and if
our dignity is safeguarded and our interests secured we
imagine that victory has been accomplished. With Christ,
however, personal abasement was victory. FHis was a life of
self-denial from the cradle to the cross. In His surrender to
death He has gained the victory by which all His glory has
been secured. J. M.
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HANDFULS OF HELP.

God's Bounty to His Church (As seen in Ephesians).
IHE HAS MADE HER PARTICIPATOR IN—

1. The glory of His grace, - - Eph. 1.6
2. The riches of His grace, - . - - Eph 1.7
3. The exceeding riches of His grace, - - Eph. 2.7
4. The riches of His mercy, - - - - Eph. 2.4
5. The riches of His glory, - E - - Eph. 3.16
6. The unsearchable riches of Christ, - - Eph. 3.8
7. His great love, - - - Eph. 2 4
8. The love of Christ which passeth knowledge, Eph. 3. 19
9. The power of His might, - - . - Eph. 6. 10
10. The exceeding grea'ness of His power
His mighty power, - - - - Eph. 1. 19
11. His manifold wisdom, - - - - Eph. 3. 10
12. The fulness of Christ, - - - - Eph. 4.13
13. His own [ulness, - - - - Eph. 3. 19

““O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God ! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out!” (Rom 11. 33).

A Preparation for Service.

1. Come, ... learn of Me, - = : - Matt.11.28,29
2. Come, take up your cross and follow Me, - Mark 10. 21
3 Our Example, - - - 1 Peter 2. 21-23 ; Heb. 5. 8

Two Aspects of Sanctification.

I. Tue PERFECTED SaNcTIFicaTION of Hebrews. Christ’s
finished work for us—sanctified by the blood; perfected in
and by Christ.

1. By one offering He hath perfected for ever Heb. 10. 14

them that are sanctified, - - Heb. 13.12
2. We are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all, - - Heb. 10.10

II. THe PROGRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION of Peter. The Spirit’s
work in us ; sanclified by the Spirit (1 Peter 1. 2, 16, 22).

1. ThisisthewillofGod, evenyoursanctification, 1 Thess. 4. 3
2. God hath...chosen you to salvation through

sanclification of the Spirit, - - - 2Thess.2.13
3. Christ ... loved the Church, and gave Him-

self for it; that He might sanctily and

cleanse it . .. by the Word, - - - Eph.s.25-27

““ The God of Peace sanclily you wholly” (1 Thess. 5. 23).
F. A L



SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.,.

For BiBLE Crasses, SuUNDAY SchHooLs, AND HomME UseE.

THE NOBLE WOMAN OF SHUNEN.

Reap € Kings 4. S8-37. Learx John 11. 25, 26.  TixTs, Noble women, liebh. 11. 35;
Anna, Luke 2. 30; Elizabeth, Luke 1. 5 Mary, Luke 1. 27, 28.

THE town of Shunem lay between Samaria and Caruiel. The woman

of our lesson had wealth and influence, and observing the prophet
Elisha passing through the place, invited him to eat bread. She was
a great lady, but evidently ohserved the godly demeanour of the man of
God, and wanted to show kindness—which was sure to bring a blessing.

A HEARTY WELCOME. ‘A great woman...constrained him to
cat bread ” (verse 8). Elisha in the carrying out of his work had a great
amount of travelling to do. TFrequently in the course of hisjourueys he
would rest at the village of Shunem, where he received from the
Shunammite woman a hearty welcome. The reecption of the Lord’s
servant brought blessing to her home. A similar result attends the
receiving of the Lord Jesus Christ into the heart. Those who receive
Himare introduced to all the blessings of the children of God (Juhn 1. 12).

A GRACIOUS ACT. ‘‘I perceive that this is an holy man of God ”
(verse g). A godly woman herself, she observed that Elisha was an holy
man of9 God, and as he was a frequent visitor she agreed with her hus.
band that a room should be set apartand furnished for his special use.
There was nothing superfluous about the furniture, but everything the
prophet required was provided—a room, a_bed, a table, a stool, and a
candlestick—a complete outfit, shelter, rest, provision,and light. Kind-
ness shown for the Master's sake is as kindness to the Master Himself
(Matt. 25. 40, &c.). But the first request He makes at the unconverted is,
““Son, give Me thine heart’ (Prov. 23, 26).

A GRATEFUL PROPHET. God will be noman’s debtor: a cup of
cold water given to one of the Lord’s people in Christ's name shall not
lose its reward (Matt. 10. 42). Elisha was anxious to express his grati-
tude. A money payment would have been a breach of good manners,
and so Elisha offers to speak a good word for her to the king or general
of the army, but being perfectly content witlh her lot she declines with
thanks. She had one grief; she was childless, and this toan Eastern
woman is a great sorrow. Elisha therefore informed her in the Name of
the Loord that she would embracea son. Itisalso worthyofnote thatthis
miracle of mercy was the means, years afterwards, of restoring to her
her home and property, which had been unjustly taken from her during
her absence (2 Kings 8. 1-6). God's goodness is far-reaching, even from
everlasting to everlasting.

A SORE TRIAL. There is no home exempt from trial. Several
years later, when the child had grown to be a boy, he was out in the
harvest fields with his father, and took suddenly ill, probably with sun-
stroke, and died. It was a severe trial to the woman, but she did not
give up. Like Abraham, she appears to have had faith that God could
even raise the dead (Heb. 11. 19'.  Without wasting time complaining;
without seeking even the comfort of her husband’s sympathy, she laid
the child on the prophet's bed, and hurried to Mount Carmel to find
Elisha. The prophet sent Gehazi, his servant, with his rod in his hand,
but the woman was not satisfied; she said, *‘* As the ILord liveth, and as
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee” (verse 30). Cleaving like this
brings blessing (sce Genesis 32. 26-29; Ruth 1. 163 John 6. 68). e are
reminded that by nature we are all ““dead in trespasses and sins’ (Iiph,
2. 1). God alone can give life, and this life is in Ilis Son. * lle that
belicveth on the Son hath everlasling life” (John 3. 36).
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The Noble Woman of Shunem.

A BRIGHT ENDING. Elisha’s way with the boy is instructive.
His earnest activity, prayer, and contact with the dead boy convey many
lessons, and the final and happy result, as themother clasped herdarling
to her breast and carried him away, is a bright outcome of her faith—
persistent, active, and genuine. Recall the truth that as Elisha came to
the boy and contracted himself to the boy’s stature, &c., =0 Jesus came
to man’s condition, and contact with Him is life eternal (John 12. 42).

THE GREAT SYRIAN GENERAL.

Reap 2 Kings 5.1-14. Lrarx Acts 4.12. HixTs, Wholly vile, Isaiah 1. 6 ; fully cleansed,
P'salm 561. 7; 1 Cor. 6. 11; a new creature, 2 Cor. 6. 17.

THE familiar story of Naaman, his trouble and its cure, affords the
teacher a very picturesque and interesting parable of Gospel truth.

THE GREAT MAN. Naaman, whose name means pleasant, was
Commander-in-Chie f of the Syrian army and friend and favourite of the
King. He was brave, rich, honoured and successful, * bu¢ he was a
leper” (verse 1). Leprosy is a loathsome, defiling disease, for which in
Naaman’s case there would really be no cure. It had doubtless put an
end to his brilliant career, and brought despair to his wife and family,
Leprosy is illustrative of the disease of sin for which, apart from Divine
intervention, there is no cure. It is possible to have leprosy and the
disease not to show itself on the face and hands. There are many to-
day outwardly moral and religious, but who, never having been con-
verted, born again, bloodwashed are still in their sins (Rom. 3. 23; 5. 12}
6. 23).

THE CAPTIVE MAID. ¢ The Syrians had gone out by companies”
(verse 2). She had been cruelly snatched from her hiome, and made a
slave to the great man’s wife. Little did Naaman or kis wife know the
value of that little, nameless one. She was a precious believer in the
great Jehovah of Israel, whose faith was preserved in that distant and
heathen land. As Joseph was sold to Egypt in God's purpose to save
lives, so the maid’s captivity and bondage were Naaman’s salvation. It
was +0 at the Cross of Calvairy; the hate of men put Christ to death and
yet His death brought life to the sinful sons of men.

THE MAID'S TESTIMONY. *‘ Would God my Lord were with the
prophet” (verse 3). Her testimony was short but complete. She
mentions three persons—God, the prophet, and the leper. How like
salvation! It’s source is God; it’s channel is Jesus Christ, and it's
object is the sinner (Acts 13. 38 and 39). All who come to Jesus, the
Great Physician, are received and healed.

THE LEPER’'S MISTAKES. ‘I will send a letter unto the King
of Israel” (verse 5). The little maid had said nothing about either the
King of Syria or the King of Israel. The King of Israel was probably
Jehoram the son of Ahab and Jezebel; and apparently neither knew God
nor His prophet. Naawmwan went to the wrong source for cleansing.
God's prophet was the only one who could cleanse then, just as God’s
Son is the only Person who can save now. He made another wmistake.
He took with him gold, silver, and garments to pay for his cure, but
God is a Giver, not a Receiver and so his present was refused. The gi/?
of God is eternal life (Rom. 6. 23).

THE SIMPLE WAY. ''ILet him come (0 e, and he shall know"
(verse 8). This invitation was gracious and opportune. [.ike this, Jesus
says, ** Bring him to Me ” (I.uke 8. 41); ** Come unto Me ™ (Matt. 11, 28);
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The Great Syrian General.

‘‘ Look unto Me"” (Isa. §5. 22) ; and knowledge and assurance of salvation
result (2 Tim. 1. 12). It was very humbling for a proud man to stand
at a prophet's door and be told by a servant to dipin Jordan seven times.
Naaman’s pride almost took him back to Syria a leper to die a leper.
Pride of heart is keeping many to-day outside the kingdom. Naaman
was persuaded to obey the word of the Lord. There is salvation only in
obeying the Gospel.

THE PERFECT CURE. ‘ His flesh came again like that of a little
child” (verse 14). Probably Naaman was an old, wrinkled man, besides
being a leper. He came up out of Jordan ‘‘a new man” (1 Cor. s. 17),
his leprosy gone for ever, and new life his. Jordan's death-stream the
burial-place of the old and seed-plot of the new (John 12. 24) ; Naaman's
gratitude, tender conscience, and desire to serve and worship the Lord
are the closing points of this most interesting portion.

THE COVETOUS SERVANT.

Reap 2 Kings 5. 15-27. Learx 1 Tim. 6. 10. ILixTs, Warning, Luke 12, 15 ; character
of covetousness, Col. 3. 5; a contrast, Acts 20. 33.

AAMAN now a cured leper, is converted happy and grateful. He

was not like the nine lepers of Luke 7. 12, who took the cure and

never returned to give thanks, He came back, and would have given

the Prophet Elisha quite a fortune, having brought with him about
4 12.000, as well as other valuables. He was deeply grateful.

A SPLENDID TESTIMONY. ‘“NowIknowthatthereisnoGodin
all the earth but in Israel ” (verse 15). Naaman was right. Thereis but
one God. and one Mediator between God and man. There is salvation
in no other (Acts 4. 12). *‘Jesus is the way, the only way.”

A FREE GIFT. Naaman offered gifts to the Prophet Elisha, but he
would take nothing. Why? ‘T'he money would have been useful, but
it would have marred the grace of God. * \VWithout money, without
price” (Isa. 35). ‘* Freely by His grace’ (Rom. 3. 24). Money cannot
pay for it, but need can have it free.

ATRUE WORSHIPPER. ‘ Shallthere notbe giventothyservanttwo
mules’ burden of earth ?” (verse 17). What Naaman’s idea was in ask-
ing for the earth is not easy to say, but thisis clear, he would in future
sacrifice to, and worship, the only living and true God. There was to
be no more idol-worship for Naaman ; and now that he is cleansed from
defilement God will accept his worship. ‘There must be * new birth”
before there can be *‘ true worship.”

A TENDER CONSCIENCE. ‘“When I bow down myself in the
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant” (verse 18). Rimmon
was a Syrian deity, probably the sun, or the planetary system. The
King of Syria being a worshipper of Rimmon, Naaman acted as his
attendant, and rendered him service during his worship in the house of
Rimmon. The prophet’s answer was simple and ample—*‘Go in peace.”
He would not bind a burden on the young convert, but send him for.
tvard and expect that light would shine on his path as he greav in grace
and kuowledge (1 Cor. 3. 2). The Lord’s yoke is easy and His burden is
light,

A COVETOUS SERVANT. ‘“Gehazi followed after Naaman” (verse
21). Gehazi, altlrough long associated with godly Elisha, gives way to
the sin of Covetousness. Ie was guilty of lying and hypocrisy, but
being found out the result was shame, disgrace and death, *‘‘Behold your
sin will find you out” (Num. 32, 23). Many and solemn are the warn-
ings against this in Scripture. T'his destroyed I.ot (Gen. r3. 10); Lot's
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The Covetous Servant.

wife (Gen. 19. 26); Achan (Joshua 7); Judas; Ananias and Sapphira;
Demas, and many others, Surely there is need that the heart be
fortified with grace and contented with Christ, so that love ofattractive
things may not be nursed in the heart to the ruin of the soul. Gehaz
passes out of the scene a * leper for ever’—hopeless, dark, dark doom.

AN UNSEEN ARMY.

READ 2 Kings 0. $-23. Lranrx Pealm 125.2. 1IixT8, God near, Psalm 46. 1; Acts 17. 28
Phil. 4. 5; angels near, Heb. 1. 13, 14.

I seeat work in our lesson the knowledgeand power of the unseen

yet all-seeing God, in the pretection and preservation of His

people and His servant, in the face of their deadly foes. The condition.

of God's people at this time adds to the lustre of the grace of God in
thus befriending them.

THE SECRET PLOT. ‘Theking of Syria warred against Israel”
(verse 8). The king of Syria was carrying on a sort of guerilla warfare
against [srael. By inroads on different parts of the country he was
doing his best to surprise and defedt king Jehoram. Elisha advised the
king of the secret purposes of the enemy, so that he was able toanticipate
and frustrate his attacks. Thus Elisha, God’s prophet, looked after the
interests of God’s people. This is the present work of the Iord Jesus
to-day at God's right hand. Heisinterested in everythingthat affects His
people on earth. * The Lord looketh from heaven; He beholdeth all the
sons of men” (Psalm 33.13). If we putourtrust in Him the enemy of
souls will not be able Lo steal a march on us; we will be able, like Daniel,
to say, '“ He revealeth the deep and secret things'' (Dan. 2. 22).

THE SUPPOSED TRAITOR. “The king of Syria was sore
troubled ” (verse 11). Thinking there was a traitor in his own camp,
the king of Syria called together his servants and asked who it was
among them that was for the king of Israel. Evidently Elisha's reputa-
tion as a man of God who could work wonders had reached the Syrian
Court. Probably Naaman, who had been cleansed of his leprosy, was
a witness for God in Syria, and it may have been he who informed the
king that Elisha was a ‘‘revcaler of secrets.” In effect the king of
Syria is told that God is against him. Anyone who takes sides against
the children of God fights against God. Saul found that out on his way
to Damascus: ‘‘ Why persecutest thou ME ?" (Acts 9. 4).

THE NEW PLAN. If it is Elisha, then the king must proceed
against Elisha—nothing easier. A small force sent against Dothan will
make short work of the prophet. It was blind, foolish, labour in wvain.
God, the Almighty, was Ilisha's Protector, and no weapon could pierce
the shield of God’s man (Isa, 54. 17; I'salm g1. 2, &c.).

THE AFFRIGHTED SERVANT. The morning light revealed to
the servant of Tlisha a sight that filled him with terror. A host all
round, with horses and chariots. ‘*Alas!” he cries, ‘' how shall wWx
do?"” God was not in all his thoughts—he saw nothing but the enemy.
Reminds us of the sRics (Nunmbers 13), the army of Saul in presence of
Goliath (1 Sam. 17), &c.

THE GREATER POWER., 'The inner circle filling the mountain
round about; not cold steel, not man who could Le defeated— a wall of
firc, horses and chariots of God ngninst horses and chariots of man.
All the power of God guards 1lis own (r Peter 1. §; 2 I'im. 1. 1a; John
10. 28), “ Grenter is Ile that is for us than sll that be against us*
(z Chron. 3a2. 7; Rom. 8. 31 1 John 4. 4).
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An Unseen Army.

THE COMPLETE VICTORY. Dlindness fell on the whole force—
so blind that lilisha could Jead them all a fool's errand. ‘The warriors
werc more humbled than if they had been fought with. Completely
subdued, they stood prisoners at Samaria. Then the lovely grace to
enemies appears. When Israel's king would kill, God’s Man prevented,
and fed his conquered enemies (Rom. 5. 6-10'. He slew his enemies by
sparing them. In a waythe Syrians may be said to be figuratively
converted, for we read they came no more into the land—their enmity
was slain, not by the sword, but by coals of fire (Row. 12. 20, 21).

THE HELPLESS HELPED.

Rrap John 5. 1-.15. Learx Psalm 113, 7. HixTs, The Healer, Jer. 17, 14 ; Psalin 103. 3;
healing not neecded, Rev. 21. 4,

AT Capernaum the nobleman’s son hhad recently been healed while Jesus
was at Cana, twelve miles off : and now we find the Lord at Jerusa-
lem attending the Passover feast, of which He Himself was the substance.

A HELPLESS CROWD. In favoured Jerusalem, not far from the
Temple, near to the very centre and metropolis of religion and ritual,
there lay A GREAT MULTITUDE of impotent folk—a lapsed mass that
could not enjoy Temple blessings—who TAY there helpless, and with
vague, uncertain hopes (Rom. 5. 6). Their hope lay in being able, either
alone or by ** help,” to getdown FIRST intothe pool. Thus the strongest
and Dest llelpe(F only could expect a cure. ‘That is the law which says
“*do’ and **live" (Gal. 3. 10), and is contrast to the Gospel of God’s grace
which brings salvation (Titus 2. 11).

A SPECIAL CASE. Doubltless long ago given up by all—literally
forsaken, blankly hopeless. A long time, tllirlg’-eight years, a lifetime;
but Jesus saw an‘l Jesus knew (Exod. 3 7), and, better ~till, Jesus pitied
(James 5. 11). The man was unconscious of this. ‘This 1s truth for
every sinner if they will but lhear and believe il. The more dire the
need the greater the pitying love (Eph. 2. 4).

A STRANGE QUESTION. *Wilt thou be made whole?” Did it
not seem usctlesstuask? It was tostir up desire in the man, to have
the pleasure of hearing him say, *“I would.” \Veareiemiuded that the
I.ord said to the woman of Samaria, ** Thou would’st ask, and He would
give.” Lxpressionofourwillingnesstoreceive isall Ileseeks(Rev.2217).

A FRIENDLESS MAN. In effect the man said, ** There's no help
for me. Others have friends; I bave none' (Isa. 6t. 5). Little did he
know man’s greatest and bLest Friend stood 1eady, all-powetfu] and all-
loving at his side. Ol, that men knew Jesus, the great Physician, the
Friend above all {riends (John 1. 10)!

A POWERFUL WORD. ‘Rise, take up thy bed, and walk!"”
The voice of the Son of God, enabling, energising— by which the worlds
were made, by which the dead live, and the living exist (John 5. 24, 25).

A GOOD ANSWER. “TIt is not lawful,” say they. They did not
know the law, or [Iim who gave it. The man's answer was beautiful:
** He told me; that is enough for me.”

A NEEDFUL WARNING. *Sin no more” points to the root of
the man’s sore an | lengthy trouble. Sin and suffering are inseparably
joined ; Christ suffered for sins (1 Peter 3, 18) not His own, and turgive-
ness and redemption can be known by faith in Him. ‘T'his is also word
for all who have been saved (1 Peter . 1). Sin isof the devil (1 John 3. 8),
and Christ the Son of God came not only to relieve suffering and save
from judgment. but to destroy the works of the devil.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

The Lamb in Revelation.

““ WORTHY 1S THE LAMB.” [4.Songofthe Lamb, - 15.3
1.Wrath of the Lamb, - 6.16|5.Marriage of the Lamb, 19.7
2.Blood of the Lamb, - 7.14|6.Supper of the Lamb, - 199
3.BookoflifeoftheLLamb, 13.8]7.Throne of the Lamb,22.1).B.

N =

. He that cometh to God

Divine Necessities.
Six Groups—three in each Group.
We must needs die, - Condemnation, - 2Sam.14.14

must belseve that He ts, - Homologation, - Heb. 11.6

3. Ye must be born again, - Regeneration, - John 3.7
4. The Son of Man must be
lifted up, - - - Propitiation, - John 3. 14
s. He must rise again, - Justification, - John 20.9
6. What is written must be
accomplished, - - Corroboration, - Luke 22. 37
7. The Gospel must first be
published among all
nations, S 2 - Evangelisation, - Mark 13.10
8. There is no other Name
whereby wemust besaved, Salvation, - - Acts 4. 12
9. When the heaven must
receive, - - Approbation, - Acts 3. 21
10. He must increase, - - Appreciation, - John 3. 30
(of Christ) .
11. But I must decrease, - Depreciation, - John 3. 30
(of self)
12. God is a Spirit, and they

13.

I14.
15.
. We must through much

17.

18.

that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit

and in truth, . - Adoration, - - John 4. 24
I must work the works of

Him that sent Me, - Consummation, - Johng. 4
Them also [ must bring - Unification, - John 10. 16
For He must reign until, - Domination, - 1 Cor. 15.25

tribulation enter into
the kingdom of God, - Tribulation, - Acts 14. 24

We must all appear before

the Judgment-seat of

Christ, . - - Manilfestation, - 2 Ceor. 5. 10
This corruptible must put

on incorruptibility, - Glorification,1Cor.15.53 T.R.D.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

The Boy and the Bishop.—A child of six years of age, intro-
duced into company for his extraordinary abilities, was asked, by
a dignified clergymen, * Where God was,” with the offer of an
orange. ‘Tell me,” replied the boy, * where He is not, and I
will give you two.” ““Whither shall I flee from Thy presence.
If T ascend into heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed
in hell, behold, Thou art there” (Psa. 139. 7-12).

The Martyr’s Message.. A martyr, when he arrived at
the stake, took his final leave in these affecting words: “ Fare-
well sun and moon! farewell my honoured friends! farewell
my beloved relatives! farewell all the beauties of creation,
and comforts of life! and farewell, thou precious, precious
Book of God!” “I will give power unto my witnesses ”’ (Rev.
11. 3) “So great a cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12. 1).

Lost in the Catacombs.—Some disciples of Voltaire and
Rousseau visited the Catacombs of St. Calixtus, in Rome. In
the midst of their mirth and blasphemy one of their iumber
lost his way, his light went out, and he was alone with the
dead. Groping amongst the vaults and touching the bones,
his infidelity failed him. He cried to God, and was taken out
of the tombs the next day a blasphemer no longer (Eccles.
7. 6; John 8. 12).

The Fear of Man.—Oa April 1 the cadets in a school
nailed a shilling to a piece of wood made fast in the ground.
Any one passing it and attempting to pick it up was “ fooled.”
In making the attempt an old gentleman dropped a notebook
containing a large sum of money. On missing the book,
and returning about half an hour later, he was surprised to
find several persons looking at money and book, yet afraid to
pick up either lest they should be “fooled.” How many miss
salvation through ‘“ the fear of man” which “bringeth a snare”
(Psa. 29. 25).

Lieut. Shackleton’s Testimony.—Lieut Shackleton,
describing his expedition to the South Pole, says : * Over and
over again there were times when no mortal leadership could
have availed us. It was during these periods that we learnt
that some Power beyond our own guided our [ootsteps. If we
acknowledged this—as we did—down among the ice, it is only
fitting that we should remember it now, when the same Power
has brought us sale home through all these troubles and

dangers.” “Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither
let the deep swallow me up” (Psa. 69 rg5). * God ruleth”
(Psa. 59. 13). nuyr.
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ABOUND IN THE WORK OF THE LORD.

IT 1s true the Gospel demands our all, but I fear that, in the
general claim on all, we have shortened the claim on every-
thing. e are not under law. True, but that is not to make
our obedience less complete, or our giving less bountiful;
rather, is it not, that after all claims of law are settled, the
new nature finds its joy in doing more than the law requires?
Let us abound in the work of the Lord.  GEORGE MULLER.

JOHN HALYBURTON,
OF ST. CATHERINES, ONTARIO.



JOHN HALYBURTON.

OHN HALYBURTON was born in the district of Coat-
bridge, the centre of the Lanarkshire coal and iron district
of Scotland, on November gth, 1851. The son of Christian
parents, he spent the first twenty years of his life in the service
of Satan. When quite young he thought he was going to die,
and became alarmed about the future. He joined the Good
Templars, fell into bad company through a fellow-lodger, was
again alarmed by a dream, which stopped his novel reading,
and ended in his realising that he was ‘‘a guilty sinner,
standing on the brink of hell.”

At this time a Gospel meeting was held in his father’s house,
which young Halyburton attended. After the meeting four
brethren and John adjourned to another house for a conversa-
tion, which lasted till 11 o'clock. Before parting one of the
brethren asked the anxious soul ‘“ when he was going to join
them.” John said “‘he was trying, but could not manage it.
He could not see through this delieving ; that was his difficulty.”
One of the brethren said: “Do you believe that Nelson,
Shakespeare, and Burns were in this world?” John answered
“Yes.” ‘“How do you know they were in this world? you
never saw them.” John said: ““No, but I have seen their
monuments and read about them ; I believe they were here.”
The brother then held up the Bible and said, * This is God’s
Book. It tells me that the Lord Jesus Christ came from
heaven to die for sinners, and I believe it the same as you
believe that Nelson, Shakespeare, and Burns were in this
world.” John inquired, *“ Have I to believe it the same way
that I believe in Nelson, Shakespeare, and Burns?” The three
unitedly said *Yes.” There and then John Halyburton
accepted Christ as his Saviour, and was saved for Lternity.
Glad at the lost one being found, they said, *We will have a
word of prayer, and also thank God for saving your soul.”
They all knelt down, and while they were praying that chorus
came to John’s mind—

‘I do believe, I will believe
That Jesus died for me;

That on the cross IHe shed His blood
From sin to set me free.”

Fain would the young convert have sung it out aloud, but
his courage failed.

Rejoicing in his new found joy, he set out [or his father’s
house, accompanied by one of the company. When they
reached home his father and mother were retiring for their
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Jokn Halyburton, of St. Catherines, Ont.

night’s rest. But when they heard the joyful news there
followed a midnight scene of praise and worship over the
return of the prodigal.

As he had served the devil well for twenty years, he ex-
pressed the desire that God would spare him for other twenty
years to serve well his new Master. Like Hezekiah, who got
fifteen years added to his life, John Halyburton had eighteen
years added to his wish, as he bore the honoured name of
‘“a servant of Jesus Christ” for thirty-eight years.

The day after his conversion he commenced to testify for
Christ in the iron works where he was employed. A year or
two later he went to Ireland for his health during July holi-
days. \Vhilst in Ireland he made the acquaintance of one of
the '59 revival veterans named Rodger Luke, who had himself
been changed from a lion to a lamb. Rodger invited him to
his farm to have some meetings, got the barn ready, and urged
the people to come. A good work commenced, souls were
convicted and converted. John told Rodger that he would
require to go home as his holidays were finished. Rodger
said, ““You cannot go away and leave the work just now, for
God is working.” John wrote asking an extension of time
from his master, and got a reply stating that he could stay as
long as he liked and his sitnation would be open for him when
he came back. But he never returned, as he spent his whole
time in the Lord’s work till his departure to be with Christ on
Jan. 16th, 1910 He laboured for about ten years with Alex.
Scott, and preached in many parts of the North of Ireland. God
used them mightily to the conversion of sinners, the building up
of saints, and the starting of assemblies of God’s people.

After this, along with David Oliver, he came to Glasgow
and commenced a special campaign in Wolseley Hall on the
oth of January, 1886. This went on (or three months, God
moving in a special way. A good number were saved, the
Christians got revived, over 3o were baptised and added to
the Assembly. Afterwards they had meetings in Cathcart
Road, Young Street, Bridgeton, and Parkhead, then a month
in the Gospel Tent in Paisley Road, with considerable bless-
ing in each place.

The following year David Oliver, Alex. Frazer, and John
Halyburton sailed for America. In 1891 Mr. Halyburton
was united in marriage to DMiss Arville Chase, of St.
Catherines, Ontario, who proved a true helpmeet, till her
home-call on June 16, 1906.
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John Halyburton, of St. Catherines, Ont.

His own health not being good, he paid a visit to Britain in
1907. He laboured a while with his old yoke-fellow, Alex.
Scott, who soon after fell asleep. Returning to Canada in
1909 he spent some time in Toronto, then in Galt, where he
ministered the Word at the conference for the last time on
Sept. 6. His malady—Bright’s disease—becoming acute he
went into Galt Hospital. A temporary improvement enabled
him to return to St. Catherines in December. On Monday,
Jan. 10, he had his last ‘bad spell,” and continued to sink
gradually until early on Sunday morning, when he fell into
a comatose state from which he did not rally until he passed
into the presence of Him whom he loved and served so long.

The unaffected simplicity, godly sincerity, and true humility
which characterised him in life, is worthy of the imitation
of those who knew and loved him.

TALES WORTH TELLING.
Gleaned at Glasgow Half-Yearly Meetings by the Editor.

His Favourite Prize.—There is an old soldier of my
acquaintance, said Mr. Hucklesby, of London, who carries on
his breast several medals, and 1t is his delight to talk about
those medals. There is one medal in particular of which he
usually says he would rather die than part with. If you ask
him, “Why think so much of it?” he will reply, *Think
much of it! why, Queen Victoria herself with her own hard
pinned that medal on my breast, and I would rather die than
part with it!” Paul looked forward to the time when his
Lord was going to place on his brow before all heaven with His
own pierced hand a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4. 8).

The Element Awanting.—William Shaw, of Maybole,
recounts: ‘“\Vhen a lad I tried to manufacture some powder,
and I had a drawer filled with the composition, when it was
found out. My grandfather ordered that I should put it in
the garden, which I did in a long train. I put a match to it,
and it went off, but not rapidly. I was informed afterwards
that it lacked one element. It should have been immersed
in a certain fluid and dried in the sunlight. I have often
thought since that our Christian testimony has sometimes an
element awanting. An address is delivered in perfect order
firstly, secondly, and thirdly, but there is an element awant-
ing. Perbaps we require to take that address, that hymn, or
that ministry and immerse it in the love of Christ, and then a
few words will go a long way (Acts 1. 8; 1 Cor. 13. 3).”
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AN IDEAL TEACHER.

QUESTION 1I.— What are the seven points about an ldeal
Teacher?

I. Love. The ideal teacher is full of love, yet two aspects
of it are especially apparent. Firstly, there is a great love for
those being taught, a love which in its strength seeks to toil
hard for their welfare, is willing to “spend and be spent.”
Secondly, there is an intense love for what is taught. By the
teacher’s love for the subject is the learner’s interest aroused,
and belief in its importance brought into existence; and by
love for the subject, and only in this way, is freshness in
placing it before others continually maintained.

II. KNnowLEDGE. This is a predominant characteristic of
the ideal teacher. He knows God, and has accepted His Son
Jesus Christ as his Saviour. He knows from experience the
trials and temptations which beset the Christian, and he knows
also from experience the power of the Holy Spirit, who makes
one morethan aconqueror. HehasstudiedtheBible earnestly,
can answer enquiries, and is master of the dispensations, dates,
and that historical matter which goes far to elucidating the
Scriptures ; and he always has a more particular knowledge of
the lesson immediately under consideration—the outcome of
careful and patient revision.

ITI. PaTience. Theideal teacher remembers what patience
God manifested when leading him into the way of truth; and
he remembers His long-suffering afterwards when he stumbled,
erred from the way, and often grew careless and unresponsive
to His great love. He remembers that God is a God * ready
to pardon,” and whose ‘‘compassions fail not.” This has
made him willing to forgive continually, to tell over and over
again the truths he would impress, to explain minutely all
difficulties to the less intelligent, to be unruffled at inattention
and forgetfulness, although making it understood that he is
grieved by these—in a word, it has made him patient.

IV. HumirLity. The ideal teacher is mindful that any
knowledge, any goodness, any influence, he may possess are
his only through Divine grace. He is very humble, never
losing his sense of perspective, knowing that, although he may
have attained, his attainjent is as nothing compared with
what is yet to be done. This humility carries a twofold
blessing : the teacher himsell continues in the state in which
God can teach him fresh lessons, and reveal to him more of
the knowledge of Christ; and the scholars, finding pride
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An ldeal Teacler,

(which sin always produces disrespect in others) dis-
countenanced, form a deep regard for the teacher, and become
willing to learn.

V. JusTicE. Justice is an attribute of God, and the ideal
teacher, in some little measure, has come to reflect it. Heis
impartial, and does not allow himself to be biassed in any
way. The naturally brilliant scholar does not gain the most
approbation, but rather the conscientious, willing worker. No
favouritism i1s shown, all are treated with absolute fairness,
and are commended or reproved as their case demands. His
is the justice which loves all so much that special preferment
is impossible, and yet which hates sin to such an extent that
it calls forth a rebuke irrespective of the person oftheerring one.

VI. TrRute. Truth has been apprehended by the ideal
teacher, and is practised by him, not alone in the chief matters
of life, but also in all the details. This has caused to develop
accuracy, punctuality, orderliness, and many other qualities,
which all go to forming a reliable and methodical character.
His word can be depended upon, and carries weight—nothing
is said at random, nothing is exaggerated or minimised in the
slightest. He is a quiet worker amidst the *strife of tongues,”
a bright light of reality amidst the surrounding natural waver-
ing and indecision; and he is all this solely through constant
and close contact with Jesus Christ, the Lord of Truth.

VII. PRAYERFULNESS. The ideal teacher would refer to
this as the pivot upon which all else turns. Is grace needed
that one may be patient? Is wisdom wanted in approaching
the critically circumstanced? Is knowledge desired? 1Is love
growing cold? Islooseness of speech creeping in? Is pride,
although yet unseen to the world, present and at its ruinous
work? On all these occasions the one Refuge is the Lord,
who hears the cry for help, and who is more willing to give
than the pleading one to receive. By prayer, every weight
can be laid aside, every difficulty straightened. By it the
ideal teacher gradually became what he is; and by it can he
too, in his measure, attain to a greater fitness for the service
of God. Let us pray at all times; and, ever looking unto
Jesus, let us press forwards and upwards, moment by moment,
hour by hour, day by day. The minutes go to compose the
day, and attention to details makes for perfection.  This is to
be our aim—perfection, completeness—we are lo be vessels
unto honour, sanclificd, and mee? for the Master's uso
(2 Tim. 2. 31).  May it be so in many tenchers. A LLE,
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.
A Threefold ‘‘ Arise.”

. I will arise and go fo my Father—SaLvaTioN, Luke 15.18
. I will arise and go for my Father—SeRrvice, Matt.21.28,29
. I shallarise and go 0 my Father—SATISFACTION,

Jobn 14.2,3 G.H.
Four Pointed Questions.

. Where art thou? Condition and position, - Gen.3.9
. What hast thou done? Responsibility to God, Gen. 4.10
. Towhom belongest thou? Ownership, service,1 Sam. 30.13

Wilt thou be made whole? Blessing and salvation,

Johns5.6 T.D.W.M.
Trinities of Evil.

. The lust of flesh,...eyes, and pride of life, -1 John 2. 16

The dragon, beast, and false prophet, - - Rev.16.13

. Leaven of Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herod,

Mark 8. 15; Matt. 16. 6

. Three languages—Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, John 19.20
. Cain, Balaam, and Core, - - - Juderr w.w.F.

The Full-orbed Gospel of Jesus Christ.

. “ Without Christ,” the unsaved sinner’s sad

condition, - - . - - - Eph.2.12
. ¢“ Through Chnst " the d1v1ne way of salvation
for contrite sinners, - - - - Eph. 2.7
. ““In Christ,” the position of the bellevmg sinner,Eph.2.10
. “ With Chrlst " the prospect of the saved sinner,Eph.2.5
G.H.
Thoughts of Himself

¢« My meditation of Him shall be sweet "’ (Psa. 104. 34)-
His love, - - - - Gal. 2. 20; Eph. 3. 18, 19
. His condescension, - - - Heb. 2. 14; Phil. 2. 7,8
. His exaltation, - - ‘ Phil. 2.g; Heb. 1. 3, 8
. His glory, - - - - - John17.5; 17.24
. His present service for us, - - Heb. 9. 24; 7.25
. His return, - - - - - John14.3 E.AR

Christ’s Seven Offices.

God’s appointed Saviour. To deliver, - Matt. 1. 2r
. God’s appointed Redeemer. To restore, - -Rom.8.21
God’s appointed Mediator. To reveal, - - John14.9
God’s appointed Priest. To intercede, - Heb. 4.14
. God’s appointed King. To rule, . -Luke 1.33
God’s appointed Head. To control, - - Eph.1.22
. God's appointed Judge. To award, -Johns.22 )s.Fs.
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STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS.

IT is important to notice that the Christian does not become
‘“a pilgrim ” in order to obtain some blessing, but because
the heavenly calling he has received has made him a stranger.

Confession. The fact of conversion not only brings pardon,
but it also separates from sin; cuts off from the world’s
pleasures, as well as from its doom (Gal. 6. 14). A new
relationship is established between our souls and God (Gal. 4.
6), and a new affection fills our hearts (Rom. 5. 5). The
Spirit of God unfolds to us the beauty and love of Christ
(John 16. 14), and the glory of the world to come (Rom. 8.
18); fills the vision of our faith with the ‘“ house not made with
hands” (2 Cor. 5. 1), “and the city which hath foundations ”
(Heb. 11. 10). Turning our hopes and expectations heaven-
ward enjoins us to go *forth unto Him without the camp.”

Conditions attaching to the pilgrim character are four-
fold, and it is only in the measure in which we realise our
‘““heavenly ” calling that we will carry them out (1 Peter 2.
11-21). I. ABSTINENCE. Without we have the present world;
within the fleshly desires to which the world's allurements
appeal, but because we are pilgrims we abstain. II. Sus-
MiSSION. The place of our pilgrimage is in a strange land,
and God requires submission to its constituted authority.
III. ENDURANCE. The character of the world is such that
likeness to Christ can only bring reproach and shame. IV,
SUFFERING. In the sacrifice of Christ He has left us an
example in suffering and patience.

Consummation. In taking a journey we always have the
end in view. “I go to prepare a place for you” is the promise
of the Lord to His disciples. Experience is teaching us that
‘ this world is a wilderness wide,” but beyond the struggles of
the present we have the assurance that ¢ He hath prepared for
them a city” (Heb. 11. 16). Discipline, trial, and temptation
all go to make up the wilderness journey, and their purposes
are (1) that we may know ourselves, and (2) that we may
prove our God, but the end is ‘“the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12. 22).

Compensations. Not only is the future bright with the
promise of eternal glory, but the present is fraught with
choicest mercies. Stronger than every power which is opposed
to us is the sustaining grace of God. ‘‘The Lord is my
helper” (Heb. 13. 6), more than compensates for either loss or
cross down here. While the final contrast will be—a momentary
light afiliction—an eternal exceeding weight of glory. J nu
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THREE ROYAL RINGS.

P INGS are familiar objects in every
part of the world, either on the
finger, in the ear or nose, or adorning
the female form in various manners.
Rings are mentioned all through the
Bible in connection with Pharaoh (Gen.
41. 42), Ahasuerus (Esther 3. 10), the
prodigal’s father (Luke 15. 22), the rich
man in the meeting (James 2. 2), and
others. Here is a simple lesson with
THREE ROYAL RINGS OF GRACE. Read
all together Galatians 2. 20, then take

I. THE WHITE RING. Get a piece
of cardboard, cut round with compasses
or a pin and string. Make it white to
indicate the pu#1Zy and perfection of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Point out how
wonderful is the “ WHo.” Created all
things (John 1. 3), upholds all things
(Col. 1. 16),is Heir of all (Heb. 1. 2),
and will judge all (John 5. 22). Vet
says ‘‘ whosoever will” (Rev. 22. 17).

Il. THE RED RING. Cut from same pattern to keep same
size. Make red to indicate redemption. A little slit / will let
this ring hook on to No. 1, which can be left whole. No. 2
has two ideas—(1) “WWho LovED.” You know plenty of texts
to prove and illustrate this—John 3. 16, John 11. 36, Rom.
5. 8, I John 4. r1, Rev. 1. 5, &c.; (2) “Who GavEe HIMSELF.”
‘The manifestation of His love, the glory throne empty, the
gory cross filled. Jonathan might have given himself for
David, but he didn’t. David expressed a wish to die for
Absalom, but he couldnt. Jesus ‘‘gave Himsell” for us.
This is greater than the greatest love (John 15. 13).

IIl. THE BLACK RING. Cut same size to keep uniform.
Slit through and hang on blackboard or wall of hall. Black
tells of sin. Who is a sinner? ¢ ME,” for “all have sinned”
(Rom. 3. 23). Make personal application. One thief said
“us” (Luke 23. 39), and went to hell. One thief said “me”
(Luke 23. 42), and went to heaven. Yet with all mysin I
can say, ‘“Who gave IHimself ror ME.” Ask what ‘for”
means. Use school or home illustrations. Press each one
to say it from the heart ‘‘now ” (2 Cor. 6. 2), and pray earncstly

that this may be a simple and salvation lesson. HYP.
Lyepate Lessons, No. 51 17




SCATTERING THE TRUTH.

By the late Georor MUuLER, of Bristol.

FOR the sake of younger believers in Christ, I make the
following remarks with reference to their service in
seeking to circulate the Holy Scriptures and tracts.

[. Never to reckon our success by the number of Bibles,
or Testaments, or tracts which we circulate; for millions of
Bibles, Testaments, and tracts might be circulated, and
little good result from our efforts.

II. We should, day by day, seek God’s blessing on our
labours in this particular; and on every tract or copy of
the Holy Scriptures which we give, we should, as much as
possible, ask God’s blessing.

III. We should expect God’s blessing upon our labours,
and confidently expect it; yea, look out for His blessing.

IV. We should labour on in this service, prayerfully and
believingly, even though for a long time we should see
little or no fruit; yea, we should labour on as if everything
depended on our labours, whilst, in reality, we ought not to
put the least confidence in our exertions, but alone in God’s
ability and willingness to bless our efforts by His Holy
Spirit, for the sake of the Lord Jesus.

V. And what will be the result of labouring on patiently
in such a spirit? We find the answer in the Epistle to the
Galatians, vi. g: ‘“ Let us not be weary in well-doing; for
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”” Observe in
due season. The whole of our earthly pilgrimage is a sow-
ing time, though we may be allowed to see now and then,
already in this life, fruit resulting from our sowing to a
greater or less degree; but if it were not thus, or if com-
paratively but little fruit were now, in this life, reaped, the
due season is coming. At the appearing of our Lord Jesus
all will be made manifest ; our reward of grace will then be
given to us for our patient service; and in the prospect of
that day we have patiently to continue in well-doing. But
this patient continuing in well-doing calls for much prayer,
for much meditation on the Word of God, and for much
feeding on the work and person of our Lord Jesus, in order
that thus our spiritual strength may be renewed day by day.

By Prayer and Faith. —The Ashley Down Orphanage and
Scciptural Knowledge Iostitutlon, founded by tho late George Milller,
were enabled up to 1909 to care for 12,983 orphan boys and girls; to
circulate 2,162,125 Blbles or portions; and other noble work,
£1,791,722 4. 7}d. baviog been seat in without being asked [or, so
that above testimony should have weight with all.
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MORE PEARLS FROM OLD SEAS.
By Diver T. Bainp,

ALTF the evil existing in the world to day comes through
inaccuracy. Therefore be truthful ... In assembly
discipline the fastest should never move faster than the
slowest ... The doctrine of the swrvival of the fittest does
not explain the arriva/ of the firss...Trial is God’s furnace...
Character is God’s gold...Life is an awful trust....Revenge in

man is sin...\WVe seldom meet half our fears.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY,

For BIBLE CrLAsses, Sunpay Scuoors, aND Home USsE.

DYING OF HUNGER.

Rreap 2 Kings 6. 24-33. Lrary John 0. 35, Hixts, Another famine, Luke 15. 14;n
coming famine, Rev. 18. 8§; no famine, Rev. 7. 16.

OUR previous lesson showed the Syrian army frustrated in their
attempt to capture the Prophet Elisha, and themselves struck
blind and led captive to the gates of Samaria. Grace was extended to
them ; their sight was restored, they were fed and sent home unharmed.
They had evidently forgotten the kindness shown them, for in our
present lesson we find them back again in the land acting as God's
scourges on His unfaithful people.

THE BESIEGED CITY. Samaria, the capital city of Israel's ten
tribes, the place where King Jehoram, son of Ahab, had his palace and
court. There also lived Elisha, with other God-fearing men (verse 32),
lights in the darkness (Matt. 5. 14), salt in corruption (Matt. 5. 13)—as a
lily among thorns (Song of Sol. 2. 2). Around all, closely investing the
city, lay the enemy's host.

THE GREAT FAMINE. ‘The Syrian’s plan was not to storm the
city, but to starve it. They besieged Samaria until food became so
scarce that the head of an ass—which has but little flesh on it and is
ceremonially unclean—was sold for £s, and a pint of dove’s dung (a
coarse corn) was worth five pieces of silver, about twelve or fifteen
shillings. Worse than this, mothers were actually eating theirown
children. All this was foretold by God, as a result of the people’s way-
wardness. ‘ Ye shall eat the flesh of your sons and...of your daughters'’
(Lev. 26. 29). God’s judgments as well as His promises will be fulfilled
to the letter. If those who recesve the Gospel are saved, those who reject
it will be lost (John 3. 36).

THE WOMAN'S APPEAL. ‘““Help, my lord, O king"” (verse 26).
When the king was passing by on the wall, probably looking after the
defences of the city, a woman called for help, but the king told her
there was only One could help and that was the Lord. In this he was
right. r_Iesus Christ alone by His Death and Resurrection can save men
to-day from going down to the pit (Job 33. 29). There is salvation in
none other (Acts 4. 12).

THE REAL CAUSE. On hearing the story of the barbarous agree-
ment of the two mothers and the failure of the one to fulfil her part of
the bargain, the king rent his clothes, and it was then seen le was
wearing sackcloth next his skin, a sign of repentance. Ilis repentance
was not sincere; he was sorry about the famine, but not on account of
his sin. Ile blamed Elisha, and threatened to kill hiui (verse 31). The
real cause of the famine, however, was his own and the people’s sins.
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Dying of Hunger,

Their sins had separated them from God, and cut them off from the
source of supplies (Isa. 59. 2). God uses scarcity of food as a reminder
of man's dependence on Himself (Deut. 8. 3), as well asa punishment
for sin (Psa. 105. 16 ; Isa. 3. 1; Job 15. 23, &c.).

THE PROPHET’'S TRUST. ‘‘Elisha sat in his house and the
elders sat with him’’ (verse 32). Notwithstanding that Elisha knew the
king had despatched a messenger to take off his head, the man of God
sat with his elders apparently undisturbed. Probably they were having
a prayer meeting for the good of the king and the salvation of Israel.
Be that as it may, Elisha's attitude seems a fiilfilment of God’s promise.
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee ;
because he trusteth.in thee’’ (Isa. 26. 3). To trust in God means salva-
tion, to distrust Him condemmnation (John 3. 18).

SAVED FROM STARVATION.

Rzap 2 Kings 7. 1-11. Learx 1 Cor. 1. 27. HixTs, Good news, Luke 2. 10; for me
Gal. 2. 20; for us, Rom. 5. 10; for all, 2 Cor. 5. 14.

’I‘HE city of Samaria (as we saw in our last) was in great extremity

through famine inside its walls,and a deadly enemy outside. The
city seemed without help or hope; it had no claim on God’s mercy, it
had forsaken God and He might justly have left them to perish; never-
theless it was just then the grace of God appeared bringing salvation
(Titus 2, 11).

THE PROPHET'S PROMISE. It is always darkest just before
the dawn. Elisha foretells that notwithstanding the great straits the
city of Samaria wes reduced to, within twenty-four hours’ time there
would be plenty. Such a promise was a real test of faith. To those
who believed, Elisha’'s word would be good news, but some did not
believe. The good news of the Gospel is preached world-wide to-day,
but there are many who believe not. Of the many who hear the Gospel
the question might be asked, ‘ \Wha hath believed our report?”
(Isa. 53. 1).

THE UNBELIEVER'S FATE. ‘“Then a lord .. . answered the
man of God” (verse 2). A courtier, for whom the king had an
affection, and on whose prudence he much relied, set his opinion against
God’s express and plain promise. He thought his opinion to be of more
value than the Word of the Lord. To disbelieve God’s Word makes God
a liar (1 John 5. 10) and denies His ability to do what He says (2 Peter
3-4). The punishment of this ‘' scoffer” is a warning to all who remain
in unbelief. The unbelieving will find their part in the lake that
burneth (Rev. 21. 8).

THE LEPER'S STATE. ‘‘There were four leprous men at the
entering in of the gate (verse 3). Being unclean these lepers sat dying
outside the city. They had not heard the word of the Lord, and did not
expect 10 be God’s agents in bringing good news to the distressed city.
‘““Why sit we here till we die ?” they said one to.another, and their
desperate need caused them to venture out to the place where God had,
unknown to them, been working on their behalfand on the behalf of all
the poor, starving inhabitants of Samaria. Here we are reminded of the
truth that God has been working for the salvation of men who are blind
to the fact (2 Cor. 4. 4); aund it 1s the poorest and most desperate of
sinners that find God’s salvation first (Matt. 2r. 31).

THE GREAT PROVISION. *‘The Lord had made the host of the
Syrians to hear a noise (verse 6). The siege of Samaria was raised not
by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of the T.ord. The lepers found
the enemy overthrown, and abundance of pravision to meet their need.
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Saved from Starvation,

This is just what we find on coming to Christ, viz., sin, death, and
Satan conquered (Heb. 2. 14, 15), and abounding supplies for all the
soul’s need (2 Peter 1, 3). Well might these poor men (now rich) say,
“This day is a day of Good Tidings”—tidin;lzs that must be told to
others. Every joyful believer delights to tell the Gospel; besides, it is
his solemn duty (Rom. 1. 14-15; 1 Cor. g. 17).

THE JOYFUL MESSAGE. Plenty and to spare; God has wrought,
God has provided. The people were to believe—only affer they had
sent to see if it was true (fid they venture out to the place of plenty so
freely provided for them. So God’'s word came to pass in its promise
and its judgment, for the people had plenty and one man never tasted it,

A HIDDEN KING.

ResD 2 Kings 11. 1,16, Lxary 1 Tim. 6.15. HiNT8, Another Hidden King, Acts 3 21;
coming to reign, Matt. 25. 31, 34 ; to reign for ever, Rev. 11. 15.

’I‘HE interesting story which forms the subject of our lesson to-day

gives us a view ot the implacable hatred and usurping wickedness
of the Evil One against ‘“ The Seed Royal,” God’s care of the same, and
the ultimate triumph of the rejected King.

THE CRUEL USURPER. Athalia was daughter of godless Ahab
and wicked Jezebel. In many respectsshe resembled her parents. After
the death of her son Ahazialh she destroyed the seed royal and ascended
the throne of Judah herself. She should never have been Queen. The
hatred of the Evil One to the Royal Seed is seen all through Scripture.
It reached its climax when they crucified the Son of God, and yet, while
the Cross reveals the hate of man, it also expresses the love of God.

THE PRESERVED ONE. Athalia thought she had destroyed all
the Royal Seed, but she was mistaken. The young child Joash was
hidden in the temple by his aunt Jehosheba (Jehovah’s oath) wife of the
the then high priest Jehoiada (Jehovah knows), and thus the Royal
Seed was preserved, in whose line the Messiah would be boru. We
have similar examples of God’s preserving care in the case of the young
child Moses, and also of the child Jesus from the hatred of Herod.

THE WICKED REIGN. The wicked usurper reigned six years,
little dreaming that soon the Seed she thought she had destroyed would
be brought to light and manifested to the people, and his manifestation
would be her destruction. The rightful King, the Lord Jesus, will one
day be revealed from heaven with the mighty angels and His mani-
festation will mean vengeance to those who have not obeyed the Gospel
(2 Thess. 1. 7, 9).

THE FAITHFUL PRIEST. At the right time Jehoiada began to
act; he called captains and guards, declared to them the truth, invoked
loyalty, bound them to the young prince by a covenant and an oath,
and revealed the kiug’s son to them. So in the present day the Holy
Spirit is gathering faithful ones round the Lord Jesus, binding them to
Him, anfrevealing Him to them (r Peter 1. 12; John 16. 14).

THE CORONATION DAY. ELvery man in his place, with a true
heart, set in order by God’s faithful high priest, it was an eventful day
in Jerusalem. As the prince stepped out to the gaze of the people, fair
and bright, and fitly attired, no doubt, every heart went out to-him, and
when the royal diadem was put on his brow, the Word of testimony (his
guide in rule and judgment) in his hand, and the anointing oil on his
young head, the people rejoiced, shouting, ‘“Let the king livel"
llnps)y scene, a coronation l—whut will the crowniug day of Jesus be
like
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A Hidden King.

THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. This wassudden, this was sure,
The day of righteous judgment had come, and the wicked daughter of a
wicked mother died as she deserved. So will all His enemies perish
(Psalm 2); they need not if they submit; they may even know the
blessedness of trusting Him instead of rejecting Him.

A MULTITUDE FED.

Iteap John C. 1-21. Leaay Johin 0. 60. HhixTs, Another mullitude, Exodus 16. 30 ;
Letter bread, Deut. 8. 3; Jer. 13. 16; John G. 35.
THE miracle of feeding five thousand uen, besides women aud
children ig the theme of our present lesson. This is the one
miracle recorded by all the four evangelists (Matthew 14, Mark 6, Lukeg,
aud John 6). Bethsaida’s ‘‘desert” place was thescene of this event,
Jesus had bLeen bLusy in Capernaum, and, crossing the sea.of Galilee by
boat, sought retirement and rest with His disciples on the opposite
shore, The people followed Jesus by land and sought Him, and found
Him in this ‘*desert” place. Speaking to them and healing the sick,
the day wore away, and the night was setting in when the disciples
called the attention of the Master to the people, their need, and the
place they were iu.

THE LORD’'S QUESTION. ‘Whenceshallwebuybreadthatthese
may eat’ (verse 5). The Lord did not ask this question to get inzforma-
tion, but rather to give instruction. He knew what He would do, but
the question was asked to test the disciples’ faith; to see whether their
faith rested on ordinary means or on the Lord. When Ezekiel was
asked, ‘‘ Can these bomnes live?” (Ezek. 37.3), he answered, “ O Lord
God, Thou knowest.” But Philip missed the mark, and showed lie was
a man who trusted to ‘ways and means’ rather than to the power of
God. The I.ord wants to be trusted; indeed there can neither be
blessing to saint nor salvation to sinner apart from faith in the living
God (Proverbs 3. s).

THEDISCIPLE'SANSWER. ‘““I'vo hundred pennyworth({s 18s.8d.)
of bread is not sufficient’ (verse 7). Welearn from Mark 6. 37 that all
the disciples spoke of this suui, and it has been suggested that this may
have represented all that was in their common purse. Philip and the
others failed to realise they were in the presence of the Giver of every
good and perfect gift,and that He could supply the need of over five
thousand hungry men, women and children, without the aid of even
two hundred pence. Christ alon¢ on that occasion fed the people;
Chirist alone to-day by His atoning death and glorious resurrection can
meet the need of every Christless soul, and satisfy every longing of the
human heart.

THE DESPISED COMMISSARY. *“There is a lad here which
hath five barley loaves and two small fishes" (verseg). ‘' What are they
among so many?” says Andrew: but in the hands of the Lord they are
ample. In the bLoy's hands only enough for himself: in Jesus' hands
enough and to spare for all. The youngest and smallest child of God
can do something for or give something to the ILord. It may be des-
pised by some, but accepted by the I.ord, IHe will make it a blessing,
and pay it back with interest.

THE ABUNDANT SUPPLY. In an orderly way, and without
respect ol persons—all on a level on the grass seated—]Jesus IIimself the
Dispenser, the disciples the distributors, cveryone present was filled to
satisfaction, and morce left than before the supply began, Wondrous
view of infinitude—the Bread of Life is suflicieut for all who come. and
the comers are shortler than the provision, as in the case of the widow'a
oil (2 Kings 4)—the vessels ceased before the oil. ‘' Ilnough and to
spare’ (Luke 15). “ All things are ready, come” (Matt, 22, 4).
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HANDFULS OF HELP.
‘ There will be Time no more.”

. The angel which I saw stand upon the sea

and upon the earth li(ted up his hand, and

sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever,

. that there should be time no more, - Rev.10.5,6
Soon the heavens and the earth will pass

away, and all creation will be ushered

into eternity. There lies before all an

eternity of everlasting glory or everlasting

punishment, - - Jno. 5 28-29
. The acceptable day of the Lord wnll have

ended. The day of grace will be past; Isa.61. 2

God’s long-suffering will cease. The day

of vengeance of our God will close for

ever all opportunity for those who are not

already in Christ, - - - - - Isa. 6r1.3

4. The door of mercy will be shut; what He
shutteth, no man can open. After that Rev. 3.7
the judgment, - - - - - Heb. g. 27

This solemn time has not yet arrived. As we have passed
the close of another year the patient, loving Saviour stands
knocking at the door of every heart that has not yet opened to
Him. Listento His words: “If any man hear My voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him” (Rev. 3. 20). Heis
holding out to you a precious gift ; the gift of eternal life, the
gift of God (Eph. 2. 8). No money, no price (Isa. 55. 1) does
He require.

Do not weary Him ; He stands knocking, knocking. Look
at those pierced hands and feet! Thrust your hand into that
wounded side. It was with those wounds He purchased the
gilt He so patiently holds. 1Vill you not accept it? Think of
the love that brought Him from His home in glory (Isa. 63. 9);
an everlasting love (Jer. 31. 3). Will you not, ere it be too late,
give Him in return your whole heart and soul and being? “The
night is far spent” (Rom. 13. 12); “now is the accepted time ;
now is the day of salvation ” (2 Cor. 6. 2). \When we reach the
brink of time, there will be no delay; all must pass on—and
whither? ‘“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap ” (Gal. 6. 7).

Three Points in Jude.
r. God’s purpose in the saints, . - verse 1, R.V,
2. God's power over the saints, - - - verse 24
3- God’s charge to the saints (2 Peter 1. 2-12) verse 21
83 E. A. 1L,
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

How to Prove Dreams.—A man once applied to be
admitted at Surrey Chapel, and stated that his conversion
originated in a dream. “ Well, that may be,” said Mr. Hill,
“but we'll tell you what we think of your dreams, when we
have seen how you walk now your are awake.” *“Not every
one that sayetZz . . . but he that doet2” (Matt. 7.21). ‘““By
their fruits ye shall know them ” (Matt. 7. 20).

Overflowing Joy.—\Vhen approaching the valley of the
shadow of death his father said to a young lad of seventeen : * It
is all peace and joy, Frank, is it not?”  “Oh,” he replied, it
has been peace and joy all along; but now it’s overfflow:ing.”
Think of that!—overflowing peace and joy in the midst of
suffering, and with the certainty of death close at hand.

‘“ B:lieving ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory”
(1 Peter 1. 8).

The Police Commissary and the Testament.—In a
remote Russian village the Commissary of Rural Police related
the following bit of autobiography to an agent of the British
and Foreign Bible Society: ‘I had been promoted to be
Commissary in Province, when one of our chiefs was
passing through, and I was ordered to meet him at the
boundary of our circuit. Through some accident I had
unexpectedly to spend two days and a half waiting for his
Excellency at the solitary post-station, I had nothing to read
or to do, and was at my wits’ end to know how to kill time.
Lying under the JZoz I saw a copy of the Russian New
Testament—they are to be found placed at each post-station,
thanks to your Society. I had seen the same thing hundreds
of times, and now [ said to myself, ¢ \WWaat’s the use of wasting
time reading fables?’ I felt great reluctance even to take the
book in my hand. However, this frightful idleness made me
open it, and [ began reading from the first chapter of St.
Matthew. As I read on my attention grew. This was the
book of fables and nonsense! No book had ever awakened
such tender feelings or touched me like this. I did not notice
that my candles were burning out until they spluttered, and
then I got [resh ones, and sat on reading until the dawn. I
read the book right through from cover to cover, and since that
night I have thanked God over and over again for your Society,
which puts the New Testament even in such out-of-the-way
post-stations.” At the end of his story the Commissary bought
twenty copies of the Gospel (or gratis distribution. * The word
of God which liveth and abideth (or ever” (1 Peter 1. 23).
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HE IS OUR GOD.

NoTHInG is more difficult, when we see our faith derided by
the whole world, than to direct our speech to God only, and
to rest satisfied with this testimony which our conscience
gives us, that He is our God. However fierce the waves are
which beat against us, we hold fast this as a fixed principle,
that we are constantly under the protection of God, and can
say to Him freely, “ Thou art our God.” JOHN CALVIN,

JAMES M‘ALONAN,
IRISH EVANGELIST, BELFAST.



JAMES M‘ALONAN, IRISH EVANGELIST.
JAMES M‘ALONAN was born and brought up in the

neighbourhood of Ballymena, Ireland. During the
Revival of 1859, when a lad of sixteen, through attending
some gospel meetings he was deeply convicted of sin. One
evening sitting by the fireside in deep anxiety of soul he was
reading the s3rd chapter of Isaiah, and on reaching the fifth
verse, “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed,” the words,
‘““we are healed,” seemed to let in the light of God, and taking
God at His word he had peace through believing.

Shortly after his conversion he had a dream which was
abundantly fulfilled in his after life. He dreamt that with
a great crowd of people he was walking along a beautiful
country road, when he suddenly came to a deep chasm in
which the road ended. He immediately turned back and
called to the others who were coming thoughtlessly along that
there was danger ahead. The greater part of his life from that
time onward was spent in warning sinners ‘‘to flee [rom the
wrath to come,” and telling of the love of God in Christ.

Some years after he removed to DUNDEE, where like Paul,
the pattern preacher, he worked with his hands during the
day, and preached the gospel in the evenings wherever
opportunity offered. DBefore leaving Ireland he attended a
course of three lectures, in which his minister, who belonged
to the Presbyterian Church, sought to show that baptism by
immersion was unscriptural. He went to these lectures fully
believing in infant baptism, but at the end of the first his
confidence was a little shaken. At the end of the second it
was still more so, and at the close of the last lecture, he left
fully persuaded that only believers ought to be baptised, and
that baptism by immersion was the only scriptural mode.
However, he did not get baptised then, and on going to
Dundee united with the Free Church. Shortly after, he
followed the Lord in baptism, but had no thought of severing
his connection with the church with which he was connected.
Some of the elders got to hear that he had been baptised, and
one day the minister came and said that he would have to
leave the IFree Church, as the elders objecled to his remaining,
though he had no objection, and was very sorry indeed to
part with him.

Soon alfter this he had offered to him the post of missionary
in the North-East coast of Scotland, which he accepled, and
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James A Alonan, lrish Evangelist.

removed to PETERHEAD, where he laboured for about a year.
During that time the Lord graciously granted a revival,
hundreds of souls were ““ born again,” and the Lord’s people
filled with love and zeal for their Master. Mr. M‘Alonan
visited the fisher folks in their homes, at their boats, and
preached the gospel nightly in the villages of Barnbhaven,
Buchanhaven, Boddam, as well as in Peterhead. Sometimes
as many as seventeen persons professed to be saved in one
night, there was great anguish of soul among the unsaved, and
the Lord's pzople were filled with such a sense of God’s love,
that some told him it was too much for them to bear. One
night towards the close of the meeting a woman left her seat
and, coming up, laid her head on the little pulpit, and
cried out, ‘“Oh, sir, what must I do? I am lost, lost, lost!”
Many wept in sympathy, some wept for themselves The
woman before leaving was able to say, “I am washed in the
Blood of the Lamb.” People often came to the house crying
like the jailor of old, “What must I do to be saved?” and
Mrs. M‘Alonan, who was a devoted Christian, had the joy of
leading some to the Saviour of sinners. One feature of the
revival was the number of prayer meetings held by the young
converts, some of them meeting in the mornings as well as
the evenings, and even the children, a good number of whom
had been saved, met to pray in the corner of an old boat, or
anywhere they could find. However, the strain on mind and
body was too great, and Mr. M‘Alonan’s health broke down.

His next step was to accept the pastorate of the Baptist
Church of BaLLymonEy, Ireland. Here, in a community
permeated with dead religious formality, he laboured for his
Lord, witnessing by life and lip to the power of the Gospel.
He went there full of energy and zeal for his Master, expecting
the same results as in Peterhead, but in this he was
disappointed ; and [rom one year’s end to another, saw only a
few brought to know the Lord through his instrumentality.

Learning from the Word of God the unscripturalness of the
one man ministry, he left the Baptist Church and identified
himsell with a few Christians meeting simply in the Name of
the T.ord Jesus. I‘rom thistime onward he cvangelised in the
North of Ireland, and also throughout ScoTLAND, where he
was the means in God's hands of leading many souls to
Christ, and of edifying the people of God. His aim wherever
he went was to exalt his Lord.

After long, patient, and [ruitful years ol service, in the
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James A Alonan, Irisk Lvangelist.

summer of 1906, his health began (o fail, but he could not be
persuaded to give up his work and rest for a time. On Lord’s
Day morning, December gth, 1906, he attended the meeting
for “breaking of bread” in Adam Street Hall, Belfast, and
spoke on Calvary, and the resurrection. He appeared to be
enjoying better health than usual, and throughout the day was
exceptionally cheerful. Being asked to preach the Gospel in
Adam Street the following Lord’s Day evening, he consented,
but before that time he had seen ‘the King in His beauty.”
On the Monday moming he did not come downstairs at the
usual time, and on his daughter going to call him he was
found lying with a look of happiness and peace ‘absent from
the body, present with the Lord.” E.M.

TALES WORTH TELLING.

Gleaned at Glasgow Half-Yearly Meetings by HyP.

His only Boy.—Said a father: ¢ Never did I realise in
anything like an adequate manner what my salvation cost God
until my only boy at college wrote me and said: ¢ Will you
give me your consent to go as a missionary to tell the poor
dying heathen of Jesus?’” One only son, and he to go to the
heathen. God had one Son (John 3. 16), and He gave Him
up to the death for us all (Rom. 8. 32).

‘““You never had that one before.””—A little girl came
bounding into her father to say good-night and give him the
parting kiss, alter whichshe went out of theroom. Presently she
came running back and kissed her father again. *“You said
good-night and kissed me before,” said her father. ¢ But you
never had that kiss before,” replied the little girl. The
prodigal never had had such a kiss as he received when he
returned from the far country (Luke 15. 20).

The Place Called Calvary.—I remember meeting a
tramp one day. He was down on his luck, and having
travelled over a great part of the earth he recounted to me
his wanderings. \hen he had finished I asked if ever he
had been at a place called Calvary. He thought for a moment,
and said, **No.” “Well,” I said, ‘it is away in the eastern
end of the world outside Jerusalem in IPalestine. Once upon
a time the people took the Lord Jesus Christ, and on Mount
Calvary (Luke 23. 33) they slew Llim between two thieves,
and il ever you are to be amongst the redeemed in heaven
you must come round by Calvary” (Rev. 5. 9).
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THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN.

* Let us go [orth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing
His reproach ” (Heb. 13. 13).

I CANNOT give it up,
The little world I know!
‘The 1innocent delights of youth,
The things I cherish so!
"Tis true, I love my Lord
And want to do His will,
And oh! I may enjoy the worid
And be a Christian still !

I love the hour of prayer,
I love the hymns of praise,

I love the blessed Word that tells
Of God’s redeeming grace.

But I am human still!
And while I dwell on earth

God surely will not grudge the hours
I spend in harmless mirth !

These things belong to youth,
And are its natural right—

My dress, my pastimes, and my friends,
The merry and the bright.

My Father's heart is kind !
He will not count it ill

That my small corner of the world
Should please and hold me still!

And yet—*‘ outside the camp”
’T'was there my Saviour died !—

It was ke world that cast Him forth,
And saw Him crucified.

Can I take part with those
Who nailed Him to the tree?

And where His name is never praised
Is there the place for me?

Nay, world! I turn away,
Though thou seem fair and good;
That (riendly outstretched hand of thine
Is stained with Jesus’ blood.
I{ in thy least device
I stoop to take a part,
All unaware thine influencc steals
God's presence [rom my heart.
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recompense.

The Young Christian.

I miss my Saviour’s smile
Whene'er I walk thy ways;

Thy laughter drowns the Spirit’s voice
And chokes the springs of praise.

If e'er I turn aside
To join thee (or an hour,

The face of Christ grows blurred and dim
And prayer has lost its power!

Farewell. Henceforth my place
Is with the Lamb who died,

My Sovereign! While I have Thy love,
What can I want beside ?

Thyself, dear Lord, art now
My free and loving choice,

“In whom, though now I see Thee not,
Believing, I rejoice!”

Shame on me that I sought
Another joy than this,

Or dreamt a heart at rest with Thee
Could crave for earthly bliss !

These vain and worthless things,
I put them all aside;

His goodness fills my longing soul,
And I am satisfied.

Lord Jesus! let me dwell
““ Outside the camp,” with Thee!
Since Z/wow art there, then there alone
Is peace and home for me.
Thy dear reproach to bear
I'll count my highest gain,
Till Thou return, my banished King,

Totake Thy power, and reign!  AMARGT. MAURO.

OUR GREAT EXAMPLE.

IT was for the joy that was set before Him that the Lord
Jesus—the great example of faith and obedience, of sorrow
and patient suffering—endured the cross and despised the

The right hand of the throne of God is His rightful

0o

Those, too, who have followed Tlim shall share
ITis joy and glory, as, seated before the throne, they chant
[lis praise, and are compassed about with heavenly myriads,
who learn in them the exceeding riches of the grace of God.



SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Lot’'s Declension.
Genesis 13 to 19. His MISTAKES.

1. Eyes not higher than ]ordan the way of the

world, - - - Gen. 13. 10
2. Pitched his tent toward Sodom, - - Gen. 13. 12
The mistake of seeing how far we can go
towards the world, instead of how far we
can keep from it.
3. Dwelt in Sodom, - - - - - Gen. 14. 12
Brought him into trouble and loss.
4. Sat in the gate, - - - - Gen. 19.1

Identified entirely with the world
Lot lost his (1) property, (2) communion, (3) testimony—

Gen. 19. 14—(4) faith—Gen. 19. 19. G.].H.
Fourfold Fragrance. ‘‘ His.”’

1. The fragrance of God’s 1. His will, - - - Eph.1.5

knowledge, - 2Cor.2.14 (2. His grace, - - ,, 1.6

2. The servant, a fragrance 3. His blood, - - ,, 1.7
of Christ, - - 2Cor.2.15(4. Hisglory, - - ,, 1.12
3. The fragrance of death 5. His calling, - - ,, 1.18
unto death, - 2Cor.2.16|6. His power, - - , 1.19
4. The fragrance of life 7. His feet, - - - ,, 1.22
unto life, - - 2Cor.2.16(8. His body, - - ,, 1.23

T B. G.H.

The Righteousness of the Lord Jesus.
Heaven, earth, and hell bear witness to His righteousness.
1.{3udas, - - - Matt.27.4 |5.The thief, - - Luke23.41
2. Pilate’s wile, - 27.19|6. The centurion, ,, 23.47
3. Pilate, - - » 27.24|7. Demons, - Marki1.24; 3.11
4. Herod,- - . Luke 23.15|8. The IFather, Luke3.22;9.35
In type the testimony of the Spirit, Ex. 12. 5; Lev. 1. 3-10;

3.1-6;5.18; 6.6;22.21, &c.; Num. 19. 2
Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, - Heb.7.26
J.R.C.

Four Aspects of Faith. The Friend of Outcasts.
1. The security of faith, I. Aseel\mg Savxour,]ohng 35
1 Pet.1.5|2. A sincere Enqulrer, » 030
2. The trials of faith, ,, 1.7|3.A surprising revela-
3. The joy of faith, - ,, 1.8 tion, - - - - ,, 9.37
4. The end of faith, - ,, 1.9|4.A simple faith,- - ,, 9.338
W.E.V, W R.
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OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST.

N AN'S sin is responsible for Christ’s absence [rom the earth,
but through God s grace His presence on His throne is
blessed to His people. He is the Mediator, the High Priest

Manhood. DPartaker of flesh and blood, of the seed of
Abraham (Heb. 2. 14, 16), tell how complete was His accept-
ance of human relationships and responsibilities. Made like
unto His brethren (Heb. 2. 17), tempted in all points like as
we are (4. 15), offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears (5. 7), proclaim the reality of His
humiliation. “Yet without sin” is the witness of the Spirit
to the perfection with which He occupied the relationships and
discharged the obligations which He thus accepted.

Exaltation. ‘Thou art a Priest for ever,” was spoken of
the Son in His exaltation. He has been made a Priest after
the order of Melchisedec. @ Appearing on the scene only
once, Melchisedec is referred to again and again, and his
priesthood without beginning or end fitly exemplifies the
unchanging priesthood of Christ. Commencing where every
earthly priest was compelled to relinquish his office, our High
Priest is ordained, not by a carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endlesslite (Heb. 7. 26, 28).

Position. The priestly work of Christ begins where His
sacrificial work ends. An earthly priest retained his office
because of the sacrifice he offered, but our great High Priest
has (1) Offered up Himself (7. 27); (2) By His own blood
entered into the holy place; (3) Made one sacrifice for sins
for ever. Thus He fills for us every relationship necessary for
our communion with God (chap. 8. 1, 2, 6).

Ministry. Every office which the glorified Son of Man
fills He fills for His people. In His priesthood, His service
is (1) to maintain our heavenly relationship with God, and (2)
to secure that our enjoyment of it should never cease, ‘ To
succour them that are tempted ' (2. 18) points us to that great
preventative work hinted atin Luke 22.32. “Touched with the
feeling of our infirmities ” tells of the perfect sympathy of like
experience. ‘‘Save to the uttermost” of His unfailing power.

Results. We have a perfect Man who thoroughly under-
stands what weakness, [railty, limitation, and temptation are,
who has passed the way before us, whose life was given for us,and
who, perfected now, uses all His glory on our behalf to sustain,
restrain, and constrain us to Himself. *Iold fast the confid-
ence.” ‘‘Come boldly" (IHeb. 4. 16). ‘ LEnterinto the holiest."”
Such is the liberty which this relationship establishes. ). 1.

Bible Class Lesson, NVo. §3. 92



THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR.
) EAD Luke 10. 25-
LUKE X, 32 _\ 37. Take one
R side of board and
roughly outline RUIN.
Point out thres broad
Jacts. (1) ““A certain
man,” illustrates every
man. (2) “Went down,”
shows the course of all
men by nature. (3)
From the Holy City to the cursed city, man’s end if
left to himself. Then show three present results. The thieves
(1) “Stripped him,” left a naked and bare sinner in the
presence of High Heaven. (2) ‘“Wounded him”—worse still,
full of wounds and bruises (Isa. 1. 6). (3) ‘“‘Left him,” help-
less, hopeless, ¢‘ half dead.”

Apply these as a basis, then turn the board for REMEDY.
Draw a big 6. Ask who C stands for. CHRIST, the only hope.
No hope in PRIESTCRAFT or LEVITE form or ceremony. A
“Certain ” sinner (verse 30) needs a ‘‘ Certain ” Saviour (verse
33), moved with *“ Gompassion ” (verse 33). Such is Christ to
every needy sinner here. Notice what He does (1) CURED.
Took him as he was, where he was, and without more ado
““bound up his wounds.” Tell how you got soul-cured; ask
all round if cured. (2) CARRIED. ‘‘He set him on his own
beast. He brought him to an inn.” No forced walk, or left
to chance. He saves, then keeps. Had the cured one any
fear? Cannot those who believe on Jesus say, “I will trust
and not be afraid” (Isa. 12. 2)? ‘ He that believeth on Me
hath everlasting life” (John 6. 47). (3) CARED FOR. Even
at the door of the hostel he is not left to look after himself.
The good * Neighbour ” said, “ Take care of him " (verse 35).
Supplying sufficient means, ‘“ two pence.” Some have said
they mean the Old and New Testaments; others, Grace
and Truth ; certainly they indicate that He who cared for him
‘““yesterday” was providing for ““to day and forever” (Heb. 13. 8).
Even if two were not plenty, ‘“more '’ (verse 35) would follow.
He who had been cured and carried must be sufficiently cared
JSor till “I coME acaIN.” Urge your class to own up their ruin
and accept the wonderful redemption so freely provided, be
cared for all through their pilgrim journey, and by and by
land, not in the Jericho of eternal ruin, but in Jerusalem, the
golden, city of the great King. With such a subject the teacher
must feel, ““ Whatever thou needest more I will supply.” Hyp.
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MORE PEARLS FROM OLD SEAS.

GREAT is the strength of cheerfulness...So long as we have
God to please we need never be idle...In salvation faith is
as distinctive of man as grace is of God...Our being bad sheep
does not make Christ a bad Shepherd...Nothing that is /i%e
truth must be swallowed as truth...Works cannot produce
faith, but true faith will produce works...If we have no faith
in God’s Word, how do we know that we have faith in God?>...
Nothing that resembles truth should be substituted for truth.
...We must not pray to please ourselves or others, but pray to
please God...That science cannot be sound which would
commit the Scriptures to a science which cannot be true...
How beautiful must that assembly be where Watchful is the
porter; where Discretion governs; where Prudence has the
oversight; where Piety conducts the worship, and where
Charity endears all members to each other.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For BiBLE CLaAsseEs, Sunpay Scuoors, aAND HomMe UsE.

REPAIRING THE TEMPLE.

Rrap 2 Kings 12, 1-16.  LxarN Rev, 3. 20. HiNTs, A great Restorer, Acts 3. 21 ; time of
restoration, Isaiah 32. ; all restored, Rev. 21. 1.

THE young king Joash we recently saw crowned and enthroned at
Jerusalem, and the wicked Athaliah overthirown and slain. In our
present lesson we see Joash using his power for God.

THE TEMPLE. One hundred and forty years had passed since
Solomon had finished and dedicated God’s house, and since that time it
had been neglected and abused. God had been almost forgotten, and
His beautiful house was in ruins. This condition of things had been
brought about by the ungodly influence of the idol-worshipping Jezebel
and her daughter Athaliah, the queen grandmother of Joash. Joash,
being instructed by Jehoiada in the right way, he sought to put it right.
A greater ruin by far has fallen on Adam’s race. God has been forgotten
in the world, and His great works have been marred, but Jesus is the
great Restorer (Acts 3. 21), and when He reigus (Isa. 32) all will be right.

THE WORKERS. There was:work to be done, and Joash called first
the Eriests, and through them all the people, into fellowship in the good
work. First of all the half-shekel (Exodus 30. 12, 13) ransom money is
called for (this is the tribute money referred to in Matthew i7. 24), and isa
reminder of the atonement price paid for every one—a price we could
never pay—paid by Jesus, the Lamb (1 Peter 1. 18), in His blood—not
silver. Besides this there was the voluntary offering according to ‘' the
heart” of the offerer, God leaving room for the showing of love to His
Namie as in the case of Mary (see Jolin 12. 3).

THE DELAY. Then, as now, the men were not over zealous in the
business. About twenty-three years apparently passed and little was
done, but the money was gathering in the hands of the priests, who
were collectors, and seemingly slow to give up the funds accumulated.
The men who should have pushed on the work were hinderers (Jer, 48.
10, marg.). For the unsaved this is the ** day of salvation " (a2 Cor. 6. 2)
for the saved this is the day of opportunity (Matt. a1, 28).
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Repasring the Temple.

THE COLLECTION. A large chest, having a hole in the lid, was
set by the door of the temple, and the money was put in there. The
chief men and all the people were pleased with the arrangewent, and
joyfully cast their gifts into the chest (2 Chron. 24. 9, 10). When the
heart is right with God it will not be difficult to get the means to carry
on His work. The high priest had the money properly counted and
checked by the king's scribe.

THE PROGRESS. We read that the workmen who wrought on the
temple works dealt faithfully. They spent it well, and did the work
honestly, and in 2 Chronicles 24. 13, 14, we read that they *‘set the
house of God in Iiis state,” and ‘‘ finished ” it, and brought the balance
of the money to the king. Thisisbeautiful,and justasitshould be. So,
in the day of Christ's reckoning with His servants, may we be found
‘*approved’ (2 Cor. 5. 9, 10). The unregenerate need to be reminded
that there can be no service, no work for God, no reward until the
atonement has been honoured,and Christ made Lordby faithin Hisname.

DEATH OF ELISHA THE PROPHET.

REaDp 2 Kings 13. 14-21 Learx Rev. 14. 13. HinTs, Paul’s end, 2 Tim. 4. 8; Stephen’s,
Acts 7; Dives’, Luke 16, 22 ; death destroyed, 1 Cor. 15. 26; Rev. 21. 4.

ELISHA was now quite ninety years of age; he had been prophet in
Israel for fifty-five years. His life was closing in days which
were growing dark for Israel.

THE PROPHET'S RETROSPECT. From his sick-chamber the
aged prophet could lcok back over these fifty-five years and remember
all the good way he had been led (Gen. 48. 15, 16). The Shunammite
and her son; Naamanthe leperand his cure; Gehazi and his fate; the awful
famine in Samaria and the relief of it, with the fate of the unbelieving
lord; these and much more he could see behind him, all full of God’s
great power and goodness. Everyone, young and old, has a past to
ponder; may it be like Elisha’s, a past in which God's dealings with us
can be reviewed with pleasure (Deut. 8. 3-5).

THE PROPHET'S PROSPECT. From the sick-chamber Elisha
could see ahead. The heavens had opened and received his master, and
to the same haven of rest he was going, notin the same way, perhaps,
but to the same place. Everyone oughtto havedefinite knowledge about
this (2 Cor. 5. 1). Christ Jesus died to bring this to light (2 Tim. 1. ro),
that all may know, not only sin atoned for, but that a home is prepared
in heaven for every believer (John 14. 2). The believer rejoices in ‘‘ hope
of the glory of God” (Rom. 5. 2), but the unbeliever is * without Christ,"”
and consequently has ‘‘ no hope' (Eph. 2. 12).

THE ROYAL VISITOR. Joash, the king, though not a good man
himself, could not help knowing that the venerable prophet was God's
servant and medium of God’s favour and mercy. He knew that the
death of the man of God would mean incalculable loss to the kingdom.
It will also be a dark day for the world when the Lord takes His people
out of it. All restraint against evil will be gone, and the world will ripen
rapidly for judgment (2 Thess. 2. 7). The only safe course is to take
sides with Christ now, for those who do so will never come into judgment
(John 5.24). It would seem that Joash endeavoured to comfort the dying
man by suggesting that the same chariots by which XElijalh had been
translated were waiting on JElisha's spirit to bear it home.

THE PROPHET'S REBUKE. ‘T'he man of God was wroth with
him” (v. 19). War was sowmetimes declared by the shooting of an arrow
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Death of Llisha the Prophet.

into the enemy's country, Elisha's instructions to the king to shoot
eastward was a symbolic act indicating that he would have war with
Syria, and the smiting on the ground thrice (v. 18), represented the num-
ber of victories he would gain over his enemies. Elisha was wroth with
Joash for stopping at the third stroke, which revealed his want of faith
aud energy to fully chastise Syria and deliver Israel.

THE RESURRECTED MAN. ‘“They cast the man into the
sepulchre” (v. 21). A funeral procession being disturbed by a band of
Moabites, the corpse was placed in Elisha's tomb, which could easily be
done by removing the stone from the mouth of the cave. On the bodies
coming into contact the man was miraculously restored to life again.
The object of the miracle was doubtless to confirm faith in the prophecy
of Elisha. See Matthew 27. 52, where the death of Christ was the
quickening of the bodies of the saints.

ISRAEL CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY.

Reap 2 Kings 17. 6-23. LEARN 1 Peter 4. 18. HINTs, A loved nation, Deut. 4. 7, 8;
a sinful nation, Isaiah 1. 4 ; a scattered nation, Jeremiah 31. 10.

OUR lesson records in a very brief and complete manner the ruin of

God’s favoured people Israel, and gives at the same time a
summary of the reasons for that dire calamity, teaching that the long-
suffering of God has an end, that ¢ whatsoever is sown >’ must sooner or
later be reaped (Gal. 6. 7), and that the way of transgressors is hard
(Prov. 13. 15). Captivity, transportation, and slavery were the fruit and
wages of a long-continued ccurse of God-forgetting, persistent dis-
obedience, and continuance in evil and heathenish practices. These are
recounted with some measure of detail in the narrative.

REDEMPTION’S CLAIM. Redemption from Egypt and deliver-
ance from the thraldom of Pharaoh was the basis of Gog's dealings with
Israel and the ground of their duty of obedience (Deut. 6. 12, 13). Sin
against the God who had done so much for them was base ingratitude.
He had brought them out and brought them in to the land ; all they had
they owed to Him, yet they departed from Him and served other gods.
God did not expect the heathen nations who were not so redeemed to
serve Him as He expected Israel to do, and in later times the same holds
good. The redeemed, and the redeemed only, can serve and obey God,
and redemption is the ground of the claim (1 Peter 1. 18; 1 Cor. 6. 20).

HEATHEN STATUTES. The next step downwards was
adopting ‘‘ the  statutes of the heathen’ (verse 8). The fate of the
people who had dwelt in the land before them was recorded for their
instruction, yet withal Israel did not take warning. They sinned
against light. There are numbers to-day sinning against the light of the
Gospel, whose end will be eternal loss. The action of the Israelitish
kings is also referred to; having a desire to conserve their rule aud to
prevent the people from going up to Jerusalem, the kings had set up the
1dolatrous calf worship of Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 12. 26). This seed of
idolatry grew,and proved thie ultimate destruction of both rule and people.

SECRET SIN. *“‘The children of Israel did secretly those thiugs
that were not right ' (verse 9). At first ** seecretly "’ and then openly built
high places, and set up images everywhere. David prayed : "(f)lcnnsc
Thou me from secret faults (Psa. 19. 12). To think evilis sinningagainst
God. Nolife is right where thought ts wrong., Sinful thoughts lead to
evil wayd. Seccret sins will yet be spread out in the light of God.

REPEATED WARNING. YProphets and seers oft and agnin sent
with the cntrealy, “Turn ye from your cvil ways' (verse 13).  Sce
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Israel Carried Inlo Caplivily.

Hosea 14, 1, 2, and the entreaty of love and promises of grace there. In
resent Gospel days the voice of entreaty is plainer, if that is possible
2 Cor. 5. 20; 2 Peter 3. g). The tears of Jesus are evidence of God's

heart of love (Luke 19. 41), the Cross of Jesus of God’s righteousness in

exercising that love (Rom. 1. 17).

IRRETRIEVABLE JUDGMENT. ‘“The Lord...removed them
out of His sight.”” Three times is this fact stated (verses 18, 20, 23). In
one sense (Psalm 139) no place can be found where God’s eye sees not;
the meaning of it must be, ‘“ Out of the place where His eye rested in
favour into the dark region of heathen captivity.” Disgrace, and dis-
tress, and darkness fell on that people, but there will be restoration
(Rom. 11. 26). The rejecter of Christ and His Gospel will know no
return (Matthew 25. 46, &c.).

A PROUD KING'S FALL.

READ 2 Chron. 26. 14-23. LRARN Jas. 4. 6. HiNTs, A wise prayer, Prov. 30. 8. B; gmce
needed, 2 Cor, 12. 7-10; grace given, Jas. 4. G.
OUR present lesson is concerning a clever young king, the story of
his success, rise, and sad fall and ruin, with a revelation of the
causes of the same.

GODLY ADVICE. Young king Uzziah found a good adviser in the
erson of the godly priest Zechariah. A good companion is a great
oon. ‘‘Every man is /ikethe company he keeps.” Uzziah was helpfully

influenced by Zechariah, for we read, *‘ Uzziah sought God in his days"
(v. 5). The young king experienced the truth of the promise, * Those
that seek Me early shall find Me " (Prov. 8. 17).

TRUE SUCCESS. ‘' God made iim to prosper” (v.s). Solong as
Uzziah sought the Lord he was prosperous, for all true prosperity comes
from above (Jas. 1. 17). We are dependent upon God for every blessing,
and that being so, we should render to Him the obedience of our hearts.
Uzziah's was temporal success; soul prosperity is of greater value than
earthly riches (1 Tim. 6. 6).

MARVELLOUS HELP. Uzziah ‘‘was marvellously helped,” see
verses 7,8, and 15. As a Warrior he overcame his enemies, and these
became tributary to him. His victories were such that his kingdom
extended to the Egyptian frontier. As a Builder he strengthened his
position by building towers of defence. As an Inventor he made
engines of war. There had been no such prosperity since the days of
Solomon. There was a liniit to Uzziah's success. ‘* He was marvellously
helped, i1ll ke was sérong” (v. 15). Uzziah began to lose sight of God,
and to think the great success of the nation was due to his own strength
and ability. God does not mean any to be strong in themselves (2 Cor.
12. 10). Strong in the Lord, in grace, in faith, is approved—strong in
self spells ruin; ‘ without strength” is the condition of sinners for
whom Christ died (Rom. 5. 6).

DEADLY PRIDE. *‘Lifted up,”’ or ‘become haughty.” *DPride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall"’ (Prov. 16. 18).
Uzzial'’s great success should have made him, like David (2 Sam., 7. 18),
a humble worshi{)per and willing servant; but pride of heart knows no
limit, and intrudes into the most holy places (Col. 2. 18). All sin is
hateful, but the sin of pride is specially marked heinous (Prov. 29. 23).

SURE RESULT. The place and work of king and priest were
clearly defined by God, and King Uzzinh must have known this, but his
heart was so inflated with pride that presumption ensued, and he
violently laid hands on the priestly work. ‘“This has been done oflen,
and will continue to be done till the Man of Sin takes the very place of
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A Proud King'’s Iall,

God (2 Thess. 2. 3). The end of Uzziah was destruction; the only end
that can be to the proud and presumptuous sinner. Pride of heart keeps
many from Jesus, and heaven is shut against all such (Luke 18. 17).

THE TRUE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

ReaDp John 8. 1-16. Leary Eph. 6. 13. TixTs, Light created, Gen. 1. 3; light
rejected, John 3. 19; light communicated, 2 Cor. 4. 6.

THE scene of Lhe lesson is the court of the temple at Jerusalem, and
there we find the Lord busy at work ‘‘early in the morning"
teaching the people. Fresh from a night of communion on the Mount
of Olives, He is a pattern for all who would effectually teach either old
or young. DBesides ability to teach, He doubtless there on that mount,
as the Man dependent on the Father, breathed the atmosphere of divine
Jjustice, wisdom, and grace which comes out so beautifully in His dealing
with a poor, convicted sinner.

THE WOMAN. The nature of the sin in question requires that the
subject be spoken of carefully among the young, and sin in its broader
meaning kept before the mind. It is sufficient that she was a poor,
guilty, detected sinner in the bright, shining presence of the ** Light.”
Like Isaiah (chap. 6) ; like Job (chap. 42. 6); like Peter (Luke s. 8); like
the Publican (Luke 18. 13); and many others.

THE ACCUSERS. The Scribes and Pharisees had found a new
occasion to put Him they hated tothe test. *‘This theysaid, tempting
Him, that they might have to accuse Him” (verse 6). Not zeal for God’s
glory, or for Moses’ law; not horror of sin, but hatred of Jesus, the
moving impulse of their action. It is perfectly right to judge sin, but
the motive and the spirit should be right in the judging. This-can
easily be applied, as most of the zeal shown in accusing others arises
from no love of righteousness, but from malice and envy.

THE QUESTION. ‘What sayest Thou?” (verse 5). The way of
Jesus here is very beautiful. Overand over again the question is put;
calmly the One who knew their hearts traced in the earth His mark—
what a mark Jesus has left in the earth!—and then lifting up Himself
He said: ‘‘ He that is withoutsin. .. first.”” The Light which shone
on the sinning woman now shone on the accusers, and convicted under
His word (Mal. 3. 2), ‘““they went out one by one, beginning at the eldest,
even unto the last,” the biggest sinner first, and so on in order until
there was nobody left but the sinner and the Saviour.

THE JUDGE. Left alone with the only One sinless enough to deal
with her in judgment, the woman stood. %‘he Light shone upon her—
the light oé mercy, the light of truth. Not to condemn, but to save
(John 3. r7), Jesus came; and grace reigns, not that sin may abound,
but that sin may not have dominion (Rom. 5. 20, 21). **Sin no more"” is
her orders, walk in the light her path; the forgiven follower of Jesus
shall not *‘ walk in darkness.”

THE VERDICT. The Phaiisees would not allow the Lord thus to
expose them, would not accept the judgment of God against them
(Luke 7. 30), or Christ’s testimony about IIiiuself. They said, ‘“ Thy
record is not true.,” This was making Him a liar, and plainly declaring
their unbelief (r John 5.9,710). Besides His own words and works,
testimony to and evidence of His verily, Jesus referred them to the
TFather-God's testimony (Matt. 3. 17; 17. 5). So, to reject Christ is to
reject God, for they are one. Further on Jesus said: '‘ Ye shall die in
your sins’’—an awlul condition to die in; and that is the end of all who
refuse convicting and converting light—they go out into the blackness
of darkness for ever.
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HANDFULS OF HELP,.

‘¢ Peace, Peace, to him that is far off, and to him
that is near’’ (Isa. 57. 19).

I. Darkness was upon the face of the deep,
and the Spirit of God moved, then there
was light, life, and [(ruitfulness, Gen. 1. 2 31

II. Dead in trespasses and sins. All darkness Lph. 2. 1
and unflruitfulness until the Spirit be
poured upon us from on high, the wilder-
ness become a fruitful field, and the
fruitful field be counted a forest. Then
judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and
righteousness remain in the fruitful field, Isa.32.15,16
“The work of righteousness shall be peace; the effect or
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever” (Isa. 32. 17).

MY PEOPLE SHALL DWELL IN—
t. A peaceful habitation. Thou wilt keep him Isa. 32. 18
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on Thee, - - - - - Isa. 26. 3
2. In sure dwelling places. They that trust in Isa. 32. 18
the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever, Ps. 125. 1
3. In quiet resting places. They shall sit every Isa. 32. 18
man under his vine and under his fig
tree; and none shall make them afraid, - Micah 4. 4
4. In qunet resting places when it shall hall
coming down on the forest. Only in the Isa. 32. 19
land of Goshen, where the children of
Israel were, was there no hail, - - Ex. 9. 26
“‘So mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other” (Psa. 85. 10).

The Keeper and the Kept.

1. The Lord is thy Keeper, - - - - DPsa. 121. 5
2. He will keep the feet of His saints, - - 1 Sam 2.9
3. Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee, Gen. 28. 15
4. By the power of God,- - - - - 1 Peter 1. 5
5. Kept from falling, - - - Psa. 121. 3; 145. 14
6. Kept from evil, - - - John 17. 15; Psa. r21. 7
7. Kept in peace, - - - - Isa. 26. 3; Phil. 4. 7
8. Kept contmually, - - - Psa. 121. 4; 139. 18
9. Kept in the hour oflemptalnon, Rev. 3. 10; 2 T'im. 4. 17
“ Now unto Him that is able to keep, . .. be glory, . .. both

now and ever. Amen"” (jude 24).
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Like a Lamb.—* He died like a lamb” said one to a
Christian worker. “ But did he /f2¢ like a lamb,” inquired the
veteran Baliamtried toliveasinnerand dieasaint (Num.23.10).

The Broken Mirror.—Lais broke her looking-glass because
it showed the wrinkles on her face. Many men are angry with
those who tell them their faults, when they should be angry
only with the faults that are told them. * Faithful are the
wounds of a friend : but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful ”
(Prov. 27. 6).

The Orphan’s True Friend.—¢ What do you do without
a mother to tell all your troubles to ? ” asked a child who had
d mother of one who had none. ‘ Mother told me whom to
go to before she died,” answered the little orphan. “I go to
the Lord Jesus: He was mother’s Friend, and He’s mine.”
“Jesus Christ isin the sky. Heis a long way off, and He hasa
great many things to attend to in Heaven. It is not likely He
can stop to mind you.”” ‘I donot know anything about that,”
said the orphan; ‘“all I know is, He says He wil/, and that's
enough for me.”’ ‘“Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee” (Psa. 50. 15; 90. 15).

The Brahman's Parable.—A Brahman compared the
Christian missionary to a mango tree. It puts forth blossoms
and then weights its branches with fruits. Foritself? No,
for the hungry who come to it for food. By-and-by the treeis
assailed with clubs and stones. Its leaves are torn and its
branches are bruised and broken. It is stripped bare. But
does it resent this cruel treatment and refuse to yield fruit
anotlier year? No, next year it is more fruitful than ever. So
it is with the Christian missionary, said the Brahman. ‘They

that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the
Word ” (Acts 8. 4).

The Light on the Pattern.—In one of the [amous lace
shops of Brussels there are certain retired rooms devoted to
the spinning of the finest and most delicate lace patterns.
These rooms are altogether darkened, save for the light [rom one
very small window falling directly upon the pattern. There is
only one spinner in the room, and he sits where the narrow
stream of light falls upon the threads that he is weaving.
““ Thus,” you are told by the guide, ‘“do we secure our choicest
products. Lace is always more delicately and beautifully
woven when the worker himselfl is in the dark, and only his
pattern is in the light.” When any soul is shut in with God
how wonder(ul the web of life is wrought (Rom. 8. g).
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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

THE supreme end of life is to know God and make Him
known ; and how is this possible so long as we neglect the
very means He has chosen for conveying to us that knowledge!
Even Christ, the Living Word, is to be found enshrined in the
written word. Our knowledge of Christ is dependent upon
our acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures.  a.T. PIERSON.

MADAME WILLY,

WHO LAID DOWN HER LIFE IN LAOS.
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MADAME WILLY, OF LAOS.

N[ ADAME HENRIETTE EL1SABETH HUBERTINE WILLY was

born March 28th, 1864, at Herve, in the Provincé of
Liege,in Belgium. Her parents were devout Roman Catholics,
but when yet a young girl Mademoiselle Lovenfosse (as she
was then) was awakened in some measure to her need of God
by hearing the priest read Matthew 7. 7, 8 at her confirmation
service. Her heart was so aroused on that occasion by the
Word of God that she could not, like the other communicants,
spand the rest of the *“Confirmation Sunday” in gaiety, but
withdrew herself from the scenes of frivolity, and went aside
and prayed earnestly that God would allow her to go to
heaven on the ground of His own Word that she had just
heard. It was not, however, till some years later, whilst living
in Paris, that she really found peace through believing. Her
conversion was a thoroughly clear-cut one. The same Word
which had so greatly influenced her years before now flooded
her soul with light, joy, and the blessed liberty that only
emancipated Roman Catholics know. It was characteristic
of her to take God at His Word. She honoured God by
believing all His Word.

Mrs. Willy was a diligent student, and had received high
diplomas as a teacher, in which capacity she taught at Cheltén-
ham High School, and at different places on the Continent.
Many speak most highly of her as an efficient teacher, but
above all she had a powerful influence for good upon all
her pupils.

The condition of the heathen lay greatly upon her heart,
and in 19o2 the Lord sent her forth to labour for Him. She
first went to ToNGKkAH, Lower Siam, where for about a year
she lived with Dr. and Mrs. Amner, seeking to acquire a
knowledge of Siamese. In September, 1903, Miss Lovenfosse
came down to Singapore, and was married to Mr. M. Willy
by the writer of these lines. After a brief stay in Singapore
Mrs. Willy left with her husband for SonNGkHON to work
amongst the Laotian people. These were pionecring days,
and the accommodation was anything but comfortable, but
she was there for her Lord, and gladly suffered privation for
the Gospel’s sake. The strain of the work soon proved too
much (or her, and she had often to *““rest awhile.” IEarly in
1goy it was thought necessary that Mrs. Willy should leave
Songkhon for an operation, but on arriving in Singapore the
Lord graciously averted this operation. During this time of
sickness our sister, Miss Mary Irame, gave unwearied atten-
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AMadame 1Villy, of Laos.

tion to Mrs. Willy, and after a sojourn of about ten months
in Singapore the Lord opened the way for Mr. and Mrs.
Willy to visit Switzerland in April 19o8. They had not been
long home before the terrible news reached them that two of
their fellow-workers, Mr. and Mrs. Contesse, had been taken
away by cholera. This greatly hastened the return of Mr.
Willy. After her husband had returned to Laos Mrs. Willy
stayed a short while seeking to find a home for her two little
girls. In April, 1909, Mrs. Willy came out alone to join her
husband. She was full of bright hopes for future work, and
had many plans for the ‘‘dear Laotians,” as she always
affectionately spoke of them. The Lord had also arianged
something better for her.

In December, 1909, she contracted acute dysentery, had a
relapse with fatal complications, and for two months she
suffered great agony, but amid intense suffering there was
“‘peace, perfect peace.” On February 1oth, 1910, she realised
that she was going home, and turning to her husband, said,
““Tell all the dear friends that I remember them, and that I
am perfectly happy; I am rejoicing, for I shall soon sing the
song of the Lamb.” Then she sang the first verse of the
French hymn, ““I thirst after Thy presence.” With a radiant
smile she said, “The Lord Jesus is here, He has come to
fetch me. Take care of my two darling ones.” She asked
brother Audétat if he knew the French hymn, ‘ Near Jesus
all will be beautiful?” neither knew this hymn, so she sang
it herself, and remarked how beautiful it was. Truly trans-

lated it reads:
‘“ Oh, how I long to go away !
What an ugly scene down here!
Oh'! up yonder, up yonder,
It will always be beautiful.”’

The days that followed were full of suffering, yet her heart
thought and cared for others. It was simply heart-breaking
for the dear husband to hear her refer to her two precious
little pets so many thousands of miles away. ‘You will give
many big kisses to my darlings, and tell them how much I
would have liked myself to kiss them; bid them love the Lord
Jesus all the days of their lives.” Sa'utations to all the good
friends. ‘‘ Ask them to pray for the dear Laotians; this is my
last request, then I would like to lay my dear chi'dren on the
heart of the assemblies of God.”

Lord’s Day, February 13th, she asked the time, and being
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Madame Willy, of Laos.

told 10 a.m., she said, * The saints are gathered together novw,
the Lord bless them.” Her cry throughout the day was,
“Lord Jesus, do come and fetch me!” She sang very
sweetly two I‘rench hymns, ‘“Open Thou my hear:,"” and
““The precious Blood of the Lamb.” Thursday, 17th, still
conscious, but quite unable to open her mouth  Her husband
sang with her consent their favourite hymn, ¢ The Precious
Blood.” She folowed both the singing and the prayer that
followed, and at midnight at 12.30 o’clock she was not, fi r
the Lord had taken her. Her brief period of devoted service,
her weary hours of suffering are passed. She has entered
into * the recompense of the reward.”

Where are the sisters who will rise up and fill up the gaps

and strengthen the ranks of devoted women workers for
God? A.R.T.

HINTS FOR OPEN-AIR WORKERS.
Collected at a Conference in Glasgow, May 28, 1910, by HyP.
PSALM 126, 5 speaks of the sower, Psalm 127. 1 of the
butlder. Sowing is outside work, building inside. The
two should always be kept together.

Three contrasts are given in Psalm 126. 6—Sowing—reaping,
seed—sheaves, weeping—reaping.

Three commands—** Go ye into all the world” (Mark 16. 15),
“ Go ye into the highways and hedges” (Matt. 22. g), *“ Go ye
and teach all nations” (Matt. 28. 19).

In heaven they sing Redemption’s song, on earth we are
privileged to se// it.

Tradesmen usually put the best outside—why should not
the open-air workers?

Cultivate a lowly spirit. ‘“What a lot they think of them-
selves !” loudly remarked a tipsy man at an open-air meeting.

There are thirteen and a half millions of children in the
British Isles, yet only six millions attend Sunday schools.
The other seven and a half millions can only be reached by
the open-air.

Most denominations are mourning over declining interest
and numbers. The energetic open-air preacher never had
such numbers, interest, or freedom as to-day.

To maintain what is sometimes called ““a Gospel testimony”
in connection with the assembly, many a good open-air meet-
ing is stopped to enter a building where there are a few
Christians and a number of empty seats.
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Hints for Open-Air Workers.

Three aims should ever be before the workers—obtain,
retain, constrain.

OBTAIN by good muster, united action, hearty singing, brief
and pointed addresses, concentrated interest of all.

RETAIN by avoiding long yarns, awkward pauses, unwise
statements, workers staring around, talking to each other,
giving away tracts, or otherwise lacking concentration.

ConsTrAIN by personal enthusiasm, quiet prayer, pleading
for Jesus sake, inviting to indoor gathering, or friendly word
at close.

The outdoor metkod could be taken indoors—the indoor
order could well be taken out of doors.

If you have one text don’t have more than three points
for same.

The subject dispersed in the speaker’s mind will soon lead
to a dispersed audience.

The ideal open air has three things—testimony, truth,
and thrust.

Dwell much on the fact, folly, and fatality of sin.

John Wesley said he did far more good preaching three
days from his father’s tomb than three years from his father's
pulpit.

“ His spirit was sZ77ed in him” (Acts 17. 16), so will it be
with every effective open-air preacher.

It is computed that out of a population of close on goo,o000
in Glasgow, only about one-third ever enter a religious build-
ing, and many of these we know do not hear the Gospel.
How are the remaining 6oo,000 to be reached? One way is
by faithful open-air preaching.

TALES WORTH TELLING.
Related at same Conference of Open - Air Workers.

Where to fish.—A fisherman asked a local man if it was
against law to fish in a certain stream. ‘‘It’s not agaiast law,
but it’s against commonsense, for there have been no fish in
that stream from time immemorial,” replied the resident.
Fishers of men must go where the fish are. “Launch out
into the deep ” (Luke 5. 4).

Was it faithful preaching?—A North of Ireland
enthusiast remarked that he was not preaching five minutes
till the people were fleeing in all directions. He called it
faithfulness; we call it something else. Paul the Pattern said,
“ By all means save some” (1 Cor. 9. 22).
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MARKS OF A SPIRIT-FILLED MAN.

’I‘HE man jfull of the Spivit will be  known by his fruits.”
Every side of his Christian life will be influenced
thereby. I will point out three marks:

(a) The Spirit-filled believer will be holy in charagler.
Not that the evil principle in him called ¢ the flesh” will
be improved by the presence of the Spirit, much less
eradicated, nor even that it will cease to * lust,” but it will
be controlled by the contrary ¢ lusting” of the Spirit, so
that the believer will not do the evil things his flesh would
prompt him to do, or in other words, * will not fulfil the
lusts of the flesh,” but will bring forth the nine-fold fruit of
the Spirit—“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.”

(0) He will be thankful in habit. In Ephesians 5. 19 the first
result of being filled with the Spirit is ¢ speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” to the
accompaniment of ¢ melody of the heart,” and the ¢ har-
mony of life” in verse 19 already referred to. The Spirit-
filled man will, like Barnabas, that good man and full of
the Holy Ghost, be glad when he sees the grace ot God in
operation, even though he may not have been the in-
strument of blessing. He will not seek to belittle the work
of others because ‘‘they follow not us.” Like Paul, he
will rejoice if Christ is preached, though he may deplore
much connected with the preaching. He will be thankful
for all that is of God in the movements around, while, as far
as in him lies, ¢ taking forth the precious from the vile”
(Jeremiah 15. 19).

(c) He will be fasthful in testimony. All we know of the
apostolic preaching shows that it was no one-sided pro-
clamation of the love of God apart from the question of sin
and judgment. Peter, at Pentecost, full of the Holy Ghost,
pressed home on his hearers their rejection of Christ, and
so in Acts iii. and iv. In like manner Paul did not shun to
declare to the saints the whole counsel of God. He kept
back nothing that was profitable. The elders in Acts iv.
marvelled at the boldness of Peter and John. The Spirit-
filled preacher will neither fear the frown nor seek the
smile of those who listen. His testimony will include all
the truth of God for saint or sinner ¢ in its season.” Paul
was as full of the Spirit when he branded Elymas as a
““ son of the devil " (Acts xiii. g), as Stephen was when he
prayed for forgiveness on his enemies (Acts 7. 60).  w.I1.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.
A Solemn Threefold Cord.

1. The Saviour’s gracious invitation, - - -
2. The Saviour’s plaintive lamentation, - -
3. The Saviour’s solemn declaration, -

Threefold Privilege.
1.Abide with Me, 1 Sam.22.23

2.Abide iz Me,- - Johnis.g4
3.Abide for Me, - Hos.3.3
G.H.

Matt. 11. 28
- John 5. 40
- John8.24 c.H.

What the Thorns Teach.

1.Ruin, - - - - Gen.3.18
2.Redemption, - Matt.27.29
3.Regeneration, - Isa.5s5.12

H.K D.

Five Points of Time.

1. The fulness of the time, - -
2. The consummation of ages, -
- Matt.13.39,Close of Christianity

3.The end of the age, -
4.The fulness of the times, -
5.The end of time, - - . -

Things Eternal
for the People of God.
1.The Son ... who be-
came the Author of
eternalsalvationunto
all them that obey
Him, - - - Heb.5.8,9
2.Hath obtained eler-
nal redemption for
us, - - - - Heb.g.12
3.That they might re-
ceive the promise of
eternal inheritance,Heb.9.15
E.A.H.

Lessons from Lazarus.
1.He was loved by Jesus,
John11.s
2.He was lifeless, John1r.14
3.He got life through
Jesus,- - - -Johnir.gqq
4.He got light,- - John 11.44
s.He got liberty, - John 11.44
6.He had life sustained,
ohnr2.2
7.He manifested lile,
Johnr2.11
W.JL M.

Gal.4.4, - The birth of Christ
Heb.9.26, The cross of Christ

Eph.1.10, The millennium
1 Cor.15.24 W.W.F.

Soul Prosperity.
1.Delighting in Lord, Psa.34.2
2. Thirsting for God, ,, 42.2
3.Trusting in God, ,, 57.1
4. Waiting upon God, ,, 62.1
5.Satisfied and follow-

ing closely, - - ,, 63.5-8
6.Praising the Lord, ,, 103.1
7.Keeping low, adher-

ing to the Word,and

loving it exceed-

ingly, - - Psa.119.25,167
8. Waiting for the Lord,

Psa.130.5,6 w.j.M.

The Mounts of the Bible.
t.Sinai, the law, - Deut.33.2
2.EDal, the curse of the law,

Deut.27.13
3.Calvary, the curse removed,
Luke23.33
4.Gerizim, present blessing,
Deut.27.12
5.Pisgah, future inheritance,
Deut.34.1
6.0lives, coming, - Zech.14.4
7.Zion, the final kingdom,
[sa.24.23 ).1.1.
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A HOLY PRIESTHOOD.

PRIESTHOOD, which includes both access to and worship

in the immediate presence of God, can only be enjoyed
by His call and separation, though to-day it is the privilege
of every believer.

Separation. ‘Ye are a royal priesthood " (1 Peter 2. g),
is a quotation from Exodus 19. 5, while the language of this
portion, as well as the Epistle to the Hebrews, is that of
Leviticus; therefore the shadow of the past finds its fulfil-
ment in the blessings of the present. The promise was
addressed to a redeemed and separated Israel, and then, as
now, the ultimate end of redemption was the relationship
which priesthood expresses (Rom. 5. 11). The limitations of
Israel’s priesthood but emphasise the grace under which we
enjoy this blessing, the favour of God allowing us near.

Standing. Scripture makes it abundantly clear that the
order of priesthood has been changed, that the earthly
tabernacle has been removed, and that in heaven itself the
spiritual priesthood exercise their blessed office. Of old the
way into the holiest was a pathway of blood, and so to-day in
every relationship we occupy we are dependent for our fitness
and acceptance on the finished work of Christ. In Hebrews
9. 12-24 we see the precious blood in relation to the sanctuary,
and in chapter 10. 14 in relation to the saint; that which
makes us meet also gives us our standing before God, while
He who shed it is our High Priest and way of approach (v.z20).

Sacrifice. As the priesthood has been changed, so also
has been the sacrifice *‘No more sacrifice for sins” (Heb.

10. 26), tells that propitiation is completed. * Spiritual
sacrifices’ (1 Peter 2. 5). *‘“The sacrifice of praise” (Heb.
13. 15). ‘““To do good, and to communicate ” (verse 16)

defines the nature and character of the sacrifice, which is not
to secure acceptance, but to express affection. Not the bond-
age of a slave, but the response of a loving -heart to the grace
of God. The formation in us of a desire to render unto God
our all, in return for the ALL so (reely given for us.
Sufficiency. Nothing less than the full response of heart
and life is worship, and yet it would be incomplete and un-
acceptable in itsell. The incense on the censer required the
live coal from the altar. The priest in the holiest, the blood
in the basin, and so it is only in humble dependence upon
God and in communion with Christ that acceptable worship
is possible. Its origin must be the cross, its energy the power
of the Spirit, and its object the glory of the \Well-Beloved. J .
Bible Class Lesson, No. ¢/. 108



THE HEAVENLY LIFEBUOY.

OU are at the sea-
side; you want an
effective lesson at short
notice. What more
striking and simple than
a LIFEBUOY, which can
readily be drawn on a
blackboard obtainable
from almost any day-
school, or black sheet
of paper supplied by
any bookbinder, or better
still a real buoy can
be borrowed from most
captains, piermasters,
coastguard, or lighthouse
keepers. Fix up on pier wall or railing, or get big lad to hold
on table. Fix the minds of the young on central words. 1.
Whko is it for 7 LOST. Draw on sketch or get some lady or
gentleman to read Luke 19. 10, “To save that which was
LoST.” No use on land, little use to captain on the bridge,
invaluable to anyone drowning, lost at sea, or in danger.
Thrust home »«:n point, thenapplyremedy. 11. #Whatis 5t for?
SAVE. Not ornamental, not for pleasure, but practical, to
SAVE from a watery grave. So Jesus saves from ‘‘the wrath
1o come” (Matt. 3. 7), “ from the power of Satan ”’ (Acts 26. 18),
‘““unto the end” (John 13. 1). A drowning man does not do
half and someone else half. He trusts entirely to the buoy.
Jesus saves entirely all who trust Him (Heb. 7. 25). III.
How is 1t done? GHRIST JESUS. The man on shore must
throw the lifebuoy. It is help from without. So the Saviour
of sinners leaves the glory, is lifted up on Calvary, and thus
comes “NIGH” (Rom. 10. 8) to any lost one who desires to be
saved. Here point out folly of delay. Apply any local story.
IV. Who can have i¢?7 THE WORLD. Not the good, not the
select, not the rich on/y, but “THE WHOLE wWoRLD.” Helper
might read 1 John 2. 2 to clinch this point. Tell own con-
version ; point out different nationalities in crowd—LEnglish,
Scotch, Irish, French, American, &c. Ask the saved to testify
unitedly by holding up their Bibles, that * whosoever will may
come” (Rev. 22. 17). V. How s the audience divided? All
are either U.S. or S.S., no middle class. Each one who has
‘“ believed on the Lord Jesus” is a Savip SINNER. Each one

who has ' believed 70¢” is an UNSAVED SINNER. HYP.
Eyepate Lessons, No. 55, 109




TALES WORTH TELLING.

‘“ Dead Certs.’’—The Christians in a village in Wales are
called * Dead Certs,” because they hold to the Word of God,
which says, ‘“ He that heareth My word and believeth on Him
that sent Me /%a?% everlasting life ” (John 5. 24), and ‘“ye may
4now that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5. 13).

The Hermit and the Scoffer.—A wild young f