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UHANGED IN A MOMEN'l' 

.A Dialogue 

W
ELL, Willinm, sni<l :l Christian fat.her to hi:;

so11, who had come to see him 011e S1111dny 
�vcning, I henl' yon hnve IJeen attending those },w­
Lu1·es 011 the Lord's coming. 

Yes, father. I hn\'e; and I only wish yon hnd been 
with me, for whnt I have lenrnerl hy so cloing hns 
made it nppear ns though I hnd been nslecp almost 
nil my <lays, so different does every thing look in 
the light of the Lord's coming. You seem different; 
I m,·self seem different; tlie wol'ld seems different, 
nnd" n.11 I see bears another aspect altogether in the 
light of that. glorious day. I have been n. Cl1ristin11 
now these ten years, nncl I ha\'e heard you say that 
you hnve known the Lord nearly forty years, but I 
never hen.rd you speak of these things; neither have 
I ever heard any one else spenk ot' them till very 
lately, and it makes me feel quite sad to think that 
I should hn.,·e hee11 converted nil this time without 
knowing thnt thnt glorious One is coming to take us 
to Himself, thnt where He is, there we mny be als,,, 
nncl not only to he with Himself, but to he like Him 
fo1·ever. (Johnxiv. 3: Phil. iii. 20. 21; I John iii.2.) 

Oh, Willinm, I hope the Lor<l is coming every 
cl:ir, an<l everr houl' in the dnr, to comfort or con­
Yc;·t some poor soul. I am SU

0

1'C I feel Him coming, 
and comfoning me eontinually; and 1 know He 
comforts us whe11 we :u·e nssembled togetliel' in His 
name: nncl I heal' e,·ery now tt1Hl then or some poor 
sin11cr being converted: what is th:lt llut Lhe Lorci's 
coming? 'I'his is tho way I h:we nl ways looked at it, 
and I tlm sure it has gh•cn much joy nnd comfort to 
my soul so to do. 

'In this sense, fnthe1·. tht:! Lord Jesus ts w1tL1 us 
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nlwnys, n<'('orcH11g to His p1·om1Rc.- B Lo, • nm 
with yon nlwn.v. even 1111Lo the l111d of' Lho world �01· 
agt']. '' But. Hi� being with Ill-I down hcl'e, in our 
Ro1Tows nnd t.rin.ls. it:1 11. ver,r 1lHfore11t thing t'rom our 
hl'i 11g with Hi III ll p thl'rc i II His glory, with these 
Yilc hodics di:rngcd. n.11<1 mu.de like unto His glol'i­
otts bocl�1

• sit.ting with Him on His throne. being· IIi!.i 
bride, His companio11, sharing i11 e,·er.,· thing \\ lii(•h 
He has. Oh, my heart ho1111ds with joy nt the glo­
rious prospect.. kuowing t.lmt, it is nil sure a11d <:er­
Lnin th1·011gh Hi.,;; deal.Ii.. Three times in the last 
ch:lpter of the book ol' Ren:!ln.t.ion the Lor<l ,Jesus 
tells us t.hllt Ile is con1i11g quickly. Oh, father, the 
Lol'(l Jestts is comi11g q11iddy-surely He is coming. 
( Rr v. ii i. 11 ; Joh II xi v. 3. ) 

But, '\Villiam, do ,,,e 11ot go to he with the Lord 
when we die? Diel He not, sn.,v to the helievii1� thief 
on the cross, HThis d:ty shalt tl10u he with l\Ie in 
pn.l'adise"? And St. Paul s:.tys, �. Ab!-�1\t from the 
body. anrl pl'esent with the Lord." (2 Cor. v. 8.) 

Yes. dear father, but do you not see that it is 
Babsent.frorn the bfJdy"? n.11tf this is n. very different 
thi11g from the body being glo1"tfied, :.rn<l with the 
Lord. ,vhen we rlie, Olli' s0111s g-o to be with Christ. 
most nssure<.lly. and this is most 1rnpp_Y, hut Olli'

hoclics go into t.he grn.Ye. The souls of J->tl.lll am.1 of 
Pctel', n.11rl of thousands ot' Grnl's saints, nre up 
there wiLh Cltl'ist, enjoying the Lord's presence, but. 
al'e st.ill i11 nn 11nclothe<l 1:;tn.Le, nnd therefore not 
glorified, but in a wtiiti11g posit.ion, 1111til Llmt hnppy 
moment eomes when Lhcil' bodies will be rn.iscd 
ugni11. nml 11101·tality shnll he swallowed up of life. 
Thcl'cfore death is 11c,·cr spokeu or in the ,v ord of 
Goel o.s llie hope of the bdic\'<.'r. httt. alwn.,rs lite

Lonl','3 com.iny. (Phil. iii. 20, 2 l; Titus ii. 18.) 
Yt!s. ,villinm, I know Lh<! Scl'ipt.111·,•s speuk or the 

Lm·d Jesus comi11g with ten Lho11su11ds or Ilis ,�mint�. 
tnki11� ,·c•ngC'an<.·o on thc·m thn.t know 1101, God, nml 
that. ul.Jc_y not luc gospel or Olli' Lonl Jesus Christi 
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n1.1d the11 we shall 1·calJy know whether we n.rc His 
�Ii 

f\c it. 
U,11 .. l:tti1'"r·, tl11s is not the time of which I nm 

speaking. Before t.hc Lo.-<1 comes tvillt His sn.inLs. 
He will first <.:ome /01· them; because we must be 
with Him up there hefore we cn11 come forth with 
Him down here. n11rl the disti11cLio11 between these 
Lwo cvctHs is m:irkell Yery plu.inl,r in SeriplurE>: for 
when He comes with His saints. c,·er,r eye i-hall see 
Him (Rev. i. 7.); hut wlil•n He <·omes f"r His stiints, 
it is not nt all likely thnt any 0110 hut His saints will 
see Him; fol' n.s the apostle Jolin s:i,,·s, "When He 
shnll npprnr, we �lmll be Hirn Him, fut· we shall see 
Hirn ns He is." (1 John iii. 2.) Ho t.hnt it seums 
very plain tbnt e,·er,v one who se(•s Him then will 
know this tr!lnsforming power. A1ul then again, 
when He c·omes with His saints. Ho will eome to 
this cu1·th. His feet will stn11d upon the l\Iou11t, of 
Olives (Zeeh. xiv. 4.); but when He c·omcs fm· 
His saints, He will onh- come into the douds, ancl 
not to the en.rth, n11tl Ilis saints (Lite dt>:td raised, 
nntl 1he living chnnge<l) will he l0a11�ht 11p to meet 
Him i11 tho nil-, n.11rl go hack with Him i1110 heM·c•11 
:1.t otu.:e (1 Thess. i\'. 16, 17.); n11d llwrc 1•,·t•r.v one 
will he p11t i1110 his proper pince (lfo.11.. xx. 23; 2 
Cor. v. 10. ), nnd the mnrringe or the Lnmh will 
tnke pl:i.ce, an1l nftcr that, we nll �hall come forth 
\\'ith Him in glory to the earth. (Re,·. xix. 7-14.) 
And, dear fn1her, ns regards our k11owi11g, when 
1 hnt d:1.,.y of j11d�ment comes, whethet· we belong to 
Christ or not, Scripture never spenks in this wuy; 
hut it always tells us, in the most posith·e nnd plain­
est la11g11nge possihlt-, that those \\'ho hclie,·e in tho 
Lord Jes11s Cl1rist are really His 110w. down here, ns 
1r111<·h ns Lil(',\" will be h.,· and h.,· wht•n they are with 
Him up there; not yE>t glorifit·d. of course, lrnL 
rcnll,v l-Iis, allog-ether llis, a11d His ulonc, ho11ght 
\\'ilh His own l1lood. Tho n.po�tlt•. in \\'l'iting to the 
Corinthians, says. •• K11ow ."" 11ot. that your l,ocly r's 
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th� trmple of Lhe Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
re hn.Ye of God, n11tl �·c n1·c not )'Our owu? for ye

arc bought with a pl'i('e; therefore glo1·if'y God in 
)'om· ho<ly a111\ i11 .rou1· spirit, whil'h are Goers." 
Then ag!lin, in tlte epistle to t,he Colossinns, HHatlt 
ddiYered ns from the power of darkness, an<l hcctlt 
translated us i11Lo the kingdom of His dear Son." 
Therefore, )'Oll see, fnLher. it is not a thing which 
remai11s to be done, bht it is <lone already. And 
what. God doe�. He does like Himself, a11d worthy 
of Himself. He allows llothing to be added to it. 
uor any thing to he taken from it, so thn.t we m!t.,· 
have perfect liberty to serve Him in this worlrl, wiLh 
with the full consciousness that we are His-alto­
gether His. ( 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; Col. i. 13; Eph. 
i. 5-11.)

,¥h,\". '\Villiam, �·ou quite surpl'ise me; for I al ways
thought our minister preached us very beautiful 
sermons; an<l I l.inve Leen hen.ring him now these 
twenty years ancl more; but lie 11eYer talks to ns in 
that way. He is <.:011tin ually telling us to I.told on, 
labor hard, and pray without ceasi11g, and then we 
may expect to get the blessing at Inst, or perhaps 
we may he sr .. c or it, it' we do not' gi \'e way. 

Yef--, fttther, I k11ow the way yon htwe been 
prt.'!l<.:lted to, anrl tlie way I have been preached to 
also: hut si 11cc I heard these lectul'cs, I have hee11 
ren.,li11g the Wonl or Goel for myself, a11d have read 
it as the \Vonl or Go1l, und believed what it sars. 
This is what l\fr.-- so pressetl upon us, telli11g' 11s
to hri11g 0111· Bibles with us when we came to lienr 
him spenk. n.11<1 11ot to tlepe11d upon whnt he �n.id. 
h111; upon whnt Go<l snid: :u11l Llmnkf'ul indeetl I am 
that I en.•r did so, fot· I h:we 110w a joy u11�peak­
n.blc and fu 11 of' glr,ry. which lwfol'e I knew 11othi 11g 
of. Not tlint I wns 11ot a child ol' God hcfore. fo1• 
I can 110w 1-\ee tlrnL 1 rcullv wn�. lwcau�c I tn1h· hr­
li<'Ye<l in Christ., and wr�s :d1I<'. th1·ough met'<;_r. to 
"-U,\', "Ahha, F11.th<•r. '' But, I hud IH'l'll lisLe11i11� t.o 
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wbat lll!lll sa.ys, insleatl of rcn.ding Lhe \Vorel of God 
for myself, to see wbat He snicl; nml the result wn.s, 
thn.t I we11t on holdi11g down m,v head, not knowi11g 
whcLhc1· I should be snfe nt last or 11ot; an,1 I nm 
sure I <lid not honor Go,l hy so doing, for t.he true 
wa,v Lo honor Him is Lo believe what He says and 
do wlt:1.t He tells us Lo <lo. And if He tells us that 
hy believing in His Son we :tre His. n11d His forever, 
anrl that He loves us :ts Ile lov4.-!s Christ. it is fot· us 
Lo how C>lll' hen.els and �ay, Amen ; and thank and 
prn.ise Him fot· it i 11ot, Lo <lonbt whether He is as 
goo<l as His word 01· 11ot., and thereby virtually 
make Him n. liar. Oh, I do wish Christians would 
hearken to what Gorl says, n11rl not to what. man 
says! (l 'fhess. ii. 13i John v. 24; !John v. 9-12.) 

William, how long is it sinee you hear(l those 
lectures, anrl took to readi11g yout· Bible so m11eh? 

Not quite fifteen 1nonths, father, yeti hut I seem 
to hn.\'e learned more in tlmt short time than I had 
,lone in thH whole ten yen.rs before. I nm sure there 
is 110 teaching like being tn.uglit of God Himself. 
(John vi. 45; 1 John ii. 27.) 

But dhl this new view yott have got of the Lord's 
coming do nil this fo1· you, \,Villi:tm? 

Not e11tirely, father, hnt it sent me to the \Vorel 
of God, nn<l then, in looking into thn.t fot· the Lord's 
coming, I i--n,w 0Lhe1· things also. And uot only so, 
but l\Ir. - �howed us from the Scriptures thnt 
the Holy Ghost is <lown hen�. 11ot only to gn.the1· out 
of the ,vorl,l n hl'ide fol' Christ, but th:.1.t He lrns 
taken up IJis nbode in ead1 heliever, nlHl is 110w in­
stnwting t.hem, taking of the things or Christ nnd 
showing t.hem to 11s, a11d Rhowi11g us t.hi11gs to come; 
allll so is le:l.lii11g the Church nlo11g through the 
worltl 11p to the glory, nlways delighting to point 
believers to t.h:tt hnppy clay whPn they will see Him 
who died fo1· tlil'm. I nm R11rc I l,ave found it to ht-,

so with me, nnd I c:t11 onl.v wouder that I l'oultl 
bnve kE>l'L s•> lo11g i II sucli dai·kncss n.nd ignol'ance 
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ns l wns, l>ut I 110w sco tho blindi11g cflecL or tra 
clitionnl ten.chl11g, n.nd the power nml claim which

cnrly cducn.t.ion hns upon tis; but. I n.m happy in 
knowi11g t.hnt it is, in some lit.tic 11urn.sm·e, losing its 
bold upon me uow, :llld I <lo hope Lhe Lord will stili 
lend me 011. for I nm sure that Ile alone is able to do 
so. (1 Pet. i. 5.) 

Do tell me, )Villin.m, how it is this knowledge of 
the Lord's coming has such n.n cfrel·t upon the Curis­
t.ian, for I cmrnot 111Hiet·sta11<l it, although I <·nn see 
the effect it lm.s hn.d upon you; and there certninly 
seems somel.l1i11g very beautiful in it. 

It works i II tliis wny, father: St1ppose I retire to 
be,l to-11igl1t wit.h the thought tlrn.t perhaps Christ 
may come before the morning, an<l I rise in tlte 
mm·ning thi11ki11g He may be here before uight, you 
cn.n underst::uHl Lhe efl'ect it will ba\'e upon my 
thoughts� my will, my wa.,·s, my rlesi1·es. I shall be 
ver.v c·n.l'ef11l to c.lo every thing I can that is pleasi11g 
to IIim, a11cl to avoid every tlii11g which is contrary 
to Him ; n.nd, as Peter exhorts tlJose to whom he 
wrote, I shall be diligent 4. to be foun<l of' Him in 
peac<·, without spot, a11cl hl:uneless." (l\Iany things 
which Christians look nt ns blameless an<l harmless 
now, a111l cn.H hy pretty mun es, look very dark in 
the light of thnt corning glory.) This is the way 
the Lord's coming is alwnys presented in Scripture; 
1wt as ct. doctrine telling of sornething comiug m,e1·ely, 
hut as a blessecl hupe, which acts as a. stay to the 
soul, a11Cl meets us in e,·e1·y corner of our lh·es, 
stirri11g 11s 11p to nctive service for Him. ( 1 Cor. xv. 
58.) It is also a lmlm fot· every wound, an nnticlote 
fo1· eve1·y RotTow; ancl I nm sure there is not a s01·­
row t,hnt cnn e11ter the mind, nor a pang cn.n rencl 
the heart. l,ut tliis hlesse,l hope is n Eloln.ce for it all, 
as well ns n reme,ly ng:ii11!-t worldli11ess. 

Now, if we look at n. l'cw pnssn.ges of Scripturn 
where this glorious e,·<•11 t is spoken of. I thi11k we 
sl.inll very plainly see thu.t, it il::1 alwnys spokcu or iu 
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such n. wn.y u.s to meet those to whom it is propose<l 
in the Vt,t'Y circumstances of sorrow or trinl in which 
they were then fou11tl. In tho fourteenth chaptet· 
of the gospel by ,Jo;•111, we �ee the disciples were in 
sonow been.use tl1� Lot'cl Jesns wns going to leave 
them: for up to tlmt time, tlic,v had 11ot heen awn.re 
that 1-Ie wns going- to do so. They Juul been looking 
nt Him ns the ]{it1!! of lsrnel, about to t.nke the 
throne of His fnlhet·...,Davi<l (Luke xix. 37. 38 ; A<!ts 
i. 6. ). insten.<l of looki11g nt Him ns a s11ffori11g Sav­
iour, going to be crucifieci ; therefol'e they were very
sad, nnd the Lord sai<l to them. "Let not your
heart he trouhled . . . . In l\'I,· Fnther's house 
are many mansions: if it were 11ot.so, I would have 
told yon. I go to prepare a pince fot· you. And if 
I go anrl prepare n pince for Joli, I will cnme again
nnrl receive yon unto 1'11,rself': tlmt where I am, there 
_ye may he also." Now, what could have met them 
in their circumstances of sorrow and separation like 
this precious promise? How it must have dried up 
their tea.t·s, nnd birl their so1·1·ows cea..-.e, thus to 
know that though He whom they so loved w:1s going 
a.wn..r, )'et He was coming bnck ngni11 to receive 
them to Himself, tbnt thev miQ:ht he with Him to 
enjoy His company forevei'· ! And whnt is so com­
fot·ting to the children or Goel 110w, who nre feeling 
their loneliness in this world, and mourning the ab­
_;ence of that glorious One, as to be able, by faith, 
Lo look np nnd see the Lord Jesus gone to prepare 
JL pince for them in His Father's honse, o.nd to know 
tlint very soon He will fulfill His parting promise, 
;md they shall be with 1-lim. basking in the sunshine 
�f His presence throughout nn unchanging eternit.v? 
·rh11s you see, father. how the hope of the Lord's
,:oming lifts the Roni above this present scene through
whid1 we are passing. 

Ali, ,vmiam, I nm nfrnid there arc but few of 
i}0<l's people who :ue fecli11g themselves lonely n11(l
sorrowful in the world bccauso the Lord J esns i�
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ahsent; we f-Cl'm to he mltkillf,! our�clves l'Omforto.­
hle n11cl nt home in it, nu<l tho E<orrowH we mosLlv 
luwo urc tho result of our not l1ci11g nhle to do so': 
hnt surely it ought not \.o he so, for it wns n pnlb of 
loneliness n.nrl sonow i111lee<l t.o Him wben lie wn.s 
down here, n11d we ought 11ot to desire it should be 
otherwise to us, 1101· to be seeking n path of' roses 
where He hnd n. pn.t h of thorns nnd b,.· ers. 

This is too trnt!, I know, fn.t.her, with the greatest 
pnrt of Go<l's people upon t.he en.1·th, but still it is 
plensiug to know thnt there is 011e here a1Hl another 
there who in secret are si�hi11g and crying because 
of tllese things, mul w 1 a1·e longing to see and be 
with thn.t hlessed One who has died for them : not 
to get away from the trials and sorrows of tbe world 
merely, but because ot' their <lesire of being- with 
Christ; the langun.ge of tl1eir hearts is, "Whom 
lrn.,·e I in heaven but Tliee. nn<l there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee;" rrn<l their inwar<l 
breathings are continually, �' Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly;" au<l I am sure it is such desires 
which truly ple:1se nnd llonor God. 

Now, if we look a�nin at the Lord Jesus after His 
resurrection, when He fiuully left I-Iis disciples. to 
tnke His sent at His Fnther's right hn.11(1, He having 
been seen of them forty rlnys, mid spPnki11g of' the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of Goct, He lell 
them out ns far us to Bethany, n11d lil'ted up His 
hands nn<l blessed them ; nncl it came to pnss that 
while He hlesse<l them, I-le was taken f1·om them, 
u.nd a <:loud received Him out ot' their sight. An<l
while they looked steadf'nstJy as He went\1p. behold
1.wo men stoocl L.v them in white nppnrel, which nlso
oaicl, '· Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gnzing up
into heaven? this same Jesus. whi<·h is taken up from
you i11to hen.ve11, shall so come in. lilce m.anne,· ns ye
hnve seen Him go into hen.ven." Then l'eturned they
unto Jeruso.lem from tho mount co.lied Olivet. Thus
,ve sec them going quietly buck, holding them�<'ln•:,;
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in n. wniting position, ready to do any little service 
which God might cnll upon nnd enable them to do 
in the meantime, while He wns awny. And very 
soon we see them b1·ought into such a position 
of powet· and servi('e, and active testimony for 
Christ, through the Holy Ghost, as the world never 
saw hefore, uor since; nnct I am sure there is uoth­
ing whicll gives such power fo1· en.Im yet true nnd 
acceptable serviee to God :Ls this blessed hope filling 
our heal'ts and n-'gulaLing all the moveJ)lents of our 
lh·es; because, if we are continually expecti11g to 
see and be with tlmt glorious One, we shall be seek­
ing v�ry carefully to know His mind and will in all 
things; and k11owing it, we shnll do it. This is a 
very different thing from that bustling religious zeal 
which is abroad in the world. 

Do you think. William, that the apostles were 
really looking fo1· the Lorcl Jesus to return in 
their day? 

Yes, father, undoubtedly they were; for we find 
them telling the Jews tlrn.t though tliey h::ul crucified 
Him, yet if they repented, God would send Him 
back nguin; and tlle burden of their preaching was, 
u tllrougu. Jesus the res11nec:t.iou from the dead"
(Acts iii. 20; hr. 2.); not of the dead, bnt frmn
the dearl, or, from among the dead, as it wn.s with
the Lol'tl Jesus Himself. I-le rose out from among
t.he dead. So will it be with all who are united to
Him; they will rise to meet the Lord in the air when
He comes, leuxi11g the trn believers, or wicked dend,
c;till in theit· graves. ( l Cur. xv. 22; Rev. xx. 5.)
Then again, the aposLle Peter fo11111l it 11eellflll to
exllort the Chl'isti::rns to whom he wrote, not to think
the Lorcl wn.s slack concerning His promise, as some
men c.·ou11t sl:wkness, because He hu<l Hot come ac­
cordi11g to their preaching; but lie assured them the
reason or liis rlelay was sulvu.tion, God not hei11g
willing that n11y sl1oulcl perish, hut that all should
<·01,.� to rcpe11La11cc. So you see, f'u.Llier, the reason
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why Christ hns delayed His coming these eighteen 
hundred years is, that you nnd I, and many oLlicr 
poor sinners like ourselves, might. be brougllt into 
this blessed positio11, nn<l form a part of that glori­
ous company. (2 Pet. iii. 9.) 

Why, then, vVillin.m, yon mnke out tha.t there will 
be two resurrections. I 11en�1· heard an_v tiling like 
this before. Surely this (•nn11ot be the case. 

Yes, fo.ther, it is i fol' not.hi11g is more plainly de­
clared in Scripture thnn thnt tll<:'re will be a resur­
rection both of the j,,::;t and of the uujnst; two dis­
tinct thi11gs o.t two distinct times, all(l a long time 
separate from ench other; a thousand years, at 
least, is to elapse between the two, as we see in the 
twentit!t.h chapter ot' the book of R�veln.tion. And 
the Lor<l Jesus, when He ,,·as upon earth, told the 
Jews, when they 1mule a feast, uot to call their rich 
friends, but thei1· poo1· neighbors, because their poor 
neighbors could not usk th<>m ngai11, nud so mnke a 
recompense, hut they slioulcl he n•eompense<l n.t the 
resurrection of the just; so that tl1e Jews lrn.<l n cer­
tain knowledge of two resurrections, as we see also 
from Hebrews xi. 35 ; Luke xh·. 14; Acts :\."Xiv. 15. 

,Veil, William, if thi.; he the cn.se, what a state 
the Church of God bas been in tl.ie greatest part of 
its time ! 

Wliat a state indeed, fnthel' I hut I um so glad 
that the Lord Jesus hns, in His grace, opened the 
eyes of many ot' God's people now, just as He is 
about to return; fol' JOII remember, in the twenty­
fifth chapter of 1\1n.uhew, in the panLble of the 
\lirgins, tlmt they all slumberecl n11cl slept, and at 
midnight the cry went fort Ii, "Behold, the bri(le­
groom cometh: go ye out to meet Him;,, n.n<l th"­
sl11mbel'ing virgins arose, a11d trimmed tlteir lumps, 
nnd the bridegroom immediately c:unc. So uow I 
find the cry has gone fol'Lh fur a11cl wide of httc, nn<l 
God's people nrc nwnki11g, n11d t 1·i mmi11g the it· lamps, 
a.n,l n1•p Qtnnnincr w:1iLi1w fut· llim, as the Lonl Jesus 

C C 
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sni<l, "Let yom· loins be gir<lecl nbont, nn<l your 
lights buruiug; nud ye yourselves like unto men 
who wait for their lord." This is a happy posi­
tion ; niul I nm sure it is the one we should qccup_,. 
-expecting onr Lor<l.

But who do you think the foolish virgins are,
Willinm? 

Ob, this is a very solemn question indeed, father. 
because, you see, they had 011ly lamps; they h:td no 
oil in theit· vessels with theit· lamps; or, in other 
words, they had not the Spirit of Go<l dwelling in 
them; they <lid not love Christ, though they pro­
fessed His nnme, o.nd were associated with His peo­
ple; therl.!fore they could not be admitted to that 
happy scene where nothing but Jove reigns. They 
woul<l not he hn.ppy and at home amid the jo,,·s of 
the Fathe1·'s house were it possible fot· them to be 
t\dmitted. The unrenewed soul would, like Adam 
in the garden, seek to hi<le itself from the presence 
of the Lor<l, even were it in the glories or heaven. 

Oh. William, this almost makes me tremble. 
I am not surprised, father. The lig-ht of truth is 

ver.v searching, nnd if there is any dark corner in 
us, it is sure to reveal it-and to expel it too, thank 
God, if our eye is siugle. 

The nPxt passage we will look at is the fifteentll 
chapter of 1 Coriuthians. There we see the Lord's 
coming spoken of as taking pln.ce very sn<l<lenl,

r-in 
a moment, in the twi11kli11g of an c.re, the suortest 
space of time which can he expressed; tt11cl this is 
quite in keeping wi Lh their <·oncli1.io11. for, as a church, 
they were in a ver.v cn.relt:>ss and loose state, reign­
ing as kings, while Christ was absent, atlll 1-lis 
apostles in sorrow, nnd were allowing things a�ong 
them whicll we1·e not so mnch as nn.me(l among the 
Gentiles. Wbat was, therefore, so (•alculnte<l to 
arouse them, and hri 11g t.h(•m to a SP use ot' t.ll<'it' con­
<l i tion, as the s111l<l<•11 appen1·nnce of their Lonl? J 
can nlmost f:1.11c,r I St!e them, when iL was thus 
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pressed homo upon them by the apostle, all in con­
fusion, ns it were; pushing this thing this way, and 
that thi11g thnt wny, to get things a little straight, 
ns soon ns possible, lest the Lord Jesus should come 
before they were nb1e to <lo so; like a servant, bear­
ing his rnn.ster's feet at the door, whi1e things inside 
were nil in disor<ler. This is whnt tbe true knowl­
edge of the Lord's coming always does; it throws a 
light upon present things, giving us to see them as 
they real1y are, so that we are able to discern be­
tween tbe evil nncl the good, the precious a11<l the 
vile, nnd to see that which is of God nnd that which 
is not of Him. I nm sure this is how it has heen 
with me; for how many things ha\'e I heen glad to 
push aside, and cast awn.y a1together, since my eyes 
have been opened to it, in which before I saw but 
little 01· no laarm. 

This quite accounts, for the difference I have seen 
in yon of late, William ; for many tltings with which 
yon were formerly so J)leaserl, now seem to have lost 
their charm for you, and many other things which 
before you did very wearisomely, now seem your 
delight. 

It is so, father, and I nm so glad it is made mani­
fest in my conduct; for words, however prettily 
spoken, do not speak so loudly ns actions. 

But do you not think, \Villinm, t,lrn.t those ear]y 
Clu-istin.11s must hnve felt very much disappointed 
when they knew themseh·es to be dying, and the 
Lor<l Lad not come? 

Oh, no, father; I have 110 doubt whatever but 
1 hat most of them drew theil· In.st b1·eath looking for 
Ilis coming; nncl there they nre now up there with 
Christ, still wailing for that snme l1!tpp_v <lay i and 
wheu it does come, they will then have the fruit of 
their having waited for Him down here. They bad 
!l. certain fruit of their doing so wuile upon earth, in 
i1s having filled tlieir h('nrts with jny and gladness. 
:lll<l kept thcit· souls above present things, nnd tlwir 
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affections tr.ue to the Lord. 'rhcreby they escaped 
many corruptions and e11tanglements, which other­
wise they might have been led i11Lo (2 Pet. i. 4.); 
and beside this, tllere will be its fruit also in resur­
rection glory, for when the apostle Paul came to the 
end of his enl'tllly course, anrl sought to stiL' up and 
encourage his son Timothy to a life of faithfulness 
to God, he sai<l, "I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept tlle faith; hence­
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous­
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give 
me at that day; and 11ot to me only, but unto all 
them also that love His appearing.'' Now, there are 
several crowns spoken of in Sc1·ipt11re to be given as 
rewards for faithfulness to t.he Lord in this world. 
Peter speaks of a crown of glory which facleth not 
away, held out to those who lJl'operly feed and take 
care of Christ's sheep duriiig His absenee; and in 
the book of the Revelation, there is a crown of life 
promised to those wl10 are faithful unto death; and 
in tlte fii·st epistle to the Corinthians, an incorrupti­
ble crown to those wllo run well; and here, in Tim­
othy, a crown of righteousness to those who love 
His appearing, 01· who have fought the good fight, 
finished their course, an<l kept the faith; because it 
is impossib1e for us to love Chl'ist's nppenl'ing with­
out doing so in om· mea�rnre. We may have a very 
eorrect knowledge of it in our minds, a11cl he :lble to 
speak pretty well of it with om· lips, but if we love 
U, we shall act consistently with it. Therefore, to 
say we love Christ's appearing. all(l Jet go hanrl in 
lm11d with the worlrl, or to seek to please ourselves 
in it, is a co11tradi<·tion; he<.'n.t1se the two things 
c·n.1111ot exist together, a11,v more illan can light and 
dark11<'RS. 

Oh, I sec this ve1·y plainly, ,villiam,-the one must 
expl!l tile oth<:!r; for we c::muot he glaci to see any one, 
C\'l"' II if we love t,lwm C're1· so rn ucli, if we know they 
will fi11d us dvi11g thing::; that Lhey do 110L like. 
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Yes, fn.tbcr, I nm suro it is so; nnd I tlllnk lt J,. 
�o betmt.lful to seu tho npostlo Pnul, when ln the run
Oow ot' service to tho L01·,l, snying ho did 11ot count 
his life dent· unto himself, so thnt ho might fl11i�h his 
course wilh jo_,,, nnd the ministry whit•h he hn<l rc­
ceh·cd of tho Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grnco of God; n11d then, when he hn.<l come to the 
end of his co111·so, he coul<l look hn.t•k n11cl see that 
hu hml done it; he hn,l not loitered in the wny, nor 
been pleu.sing himscll' on the roncl, hut lind done thnL 
which the Lord Jesus hn.<l given him to do; there­
fore he was not ashamed, but oould hold up his hend 
with joy, knowing that the crown wns wailing for 
him. And I nm sure it is the privilege of e11d1 of 
us, in om· measure, to do the snme things. Ilow 
many there nre of God's dent· children who find their 
dying pillow plnnted with thorns, instead of roses, 
becnuse they hn.\'e not been careful to do so, but 
have n.llowed present things to o<·cupy theh· atten­
tion. instead or service to tue Lord ! ( 1 Tim. 9-12.) 

Oh, )·es, I see it now, ,vmbm; nncl tllis puts 
faithfulness to Christ iu this world in its })l'Oper 
pince; not mnki11g our salvation depend upon it, 
but it is the fr11it of salvation; we being nh-endy 
snved, through His c1enth, it is for us to seek to 
pleu.se Him wbo hns saved us. 

Yes, fnther, it is so. ,vere it otherwise, our snl­
vntion would depend upon ou1· own doi11gs, nnd not 
upon what Christ hns <10110. Christ hns saved us, 
nnd then given enc:h of us n. puth to wulk in, n. serr­
ice to do; nnd by doing it. we get present blessi11g 
to om· souls. n11d slrn.11 have II is nckuowledgment 
n11d npprobution or iL hy nncl by, when we seo Him 
in the glory. ( l\Intt. �--:xv. 2 1.) 

Agui11, if wo turn to the epistle to the Philippians, 
the lntter end of the thircl clrnpter, we shall tllen, 
�(.•e they hml some nmo11g tl11:.•m who di<l not like the 
"ross. hut., on 1 ht! 01,he1· h:rntl, mudc u. god of theil· 
h,�lly, u11d glol'ictl in their sham<•, nllll W(•re mintlin� 
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earthly things. Now, this is just the opposite to our 
true po�ition ; for we nre 11ot of the world, even as 
Christ is not of the world, but om· conversation. 01· 
citizenship, is in henven; a11<l i11st.en.d of feasting 
these poor bodies down here, it is fot· us to be look­
ing for the Lord Jesus to <·ome from heaven, to 
change them, n1ul mnkc them like unto His glorious 
hody. But instcnd of this. there were some. even 
in the npostle's <lny. who began to say in their heart, 
·' l\I,v Lord <lelayeth His coming." They did not
say it with their lips. perhaps, but in their heart;
and theit· conduct m1swered thereto.

But oh, what n. sure reme<ly is this glorious hope 
for every carnal appetite I and if it is 11ot abi<ling in 
our souls, something else is sure to take its place; 
inward corruptions will arise, and lenrl us into paths 
which are not good. Knowing this, the apostle might 
well say, •'Therefore. my brethren, denrly beloved 
n1ul longed-for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in
the Lord, my dearly beloved : " for, so sure ns we 
are not stnnciing fast in the Lord. with that glory 
vivi,lly before om· souls. so surely will the worlcl gain 
upon us, in one way 01· other: we shall begin to 
pamper 01fr nppetites. or take pleasure in something 
that. is goi11g on in the world, 01· among ourselves; 
hnt the Blll'e wny to keep every thi11g in its proper 
pla('e flown hel'e is to be occnpiecl with that glol'ious 
One np there. It is uot to be done hy effort, nor 
hy c:u·efnlness. hut h_v bei11g occupied with Christ; 
communion with Him hei11g the moving spring. 
ever.v thing will work properly; there will be a time 
:ind place for evel'.V thing. n11cl every thing will l>e in 
its pince: we shnll tlwn he content that. the worl<l 
should have its o"'n• an<l that we should have the 
cross, know in!.! t lmt ver.v soon those who now have 
the <·l'oss will t.hen hnve t..he crown. Oh. father. what, 
n contrast. l a few moments the cross; the crown 
,:ternnllr ! 

\Vhnt n c•r:ntrast i11cleed, ,villiam ! how little it 
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mnkes m·ery thing rlown here look, except it be 
fnithfuluess to God nnd His saints. 

Yes, fnthcr; litt.le indeed the things of earth nre 
in the light of that coming glory ; because present. 
things nre fn.st passing awny, nnd therefore ought 
not to cause one anxious thought; because nothing 
will nvnil ns in that nay hnt what has been done in 
and to the Lord. The apostle, in writing to the 
Corinthinns, says, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast, unmovable, always nbounding in the 
work of the Lorrl, fornsmuch ns ye know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.'' All else, then. will 
be vnin. We shall then see that all flesh is indeed 
grass, and the glory of man as the flower of grnss ; 
in the morning it. groweth up, in the eYening it is 
cut down nnrl withered: bnt a cnp of cold water 
given fo1· Ghrist will not be forgotten by Him in thnt 
clay, nor lose its reward in the glory; a kind look. n 
kind word, or a smile to one who belongs to Ch1·ist 
in this col<l world, will then shine more brightly than 
all the ,Hnrlcms of earth, or nll the gold of the 
Indies. ( 1 Pet. i. 24; Ps. xc. 6; l\Inrk ix. 41.)

Aguin, if we turn to the first epistle to the Tliess­
alonians, we shnil fln<l tlJem in n Yery different condi­
tion to an r of the otber churches; hence, the Lorrl'i­
comiug is" :i.lso spoken of in a ver,v different wn.y to 
them: bnt in sm.·h n. wny as to dry up e,·ery tenr 
they hu<I. n11<l ,Hspel every sonow. ,vhen the apos­
tle we11t first to Thessnlonicn to preach Christ's gO!,­
pel, he found them worshiping itlols, bowing down 
to blocks of wood n11(l stone i hnt those who be­
lieved soon cnst their idols awny to servo the living 
nncl trnc Gon. and to wait for Ilis Son fi·om heaven.
But the npm�tJe wnR not allowed to stay among them 
more than t.hl'ee weeks. heing clri\'en nway by per­
secution. (Acts xvii. 2-10.) Ile tl1ercf'oru hntl not 
time to fullv estnhli�h them in tlte doctrine of the 
Lonl's c•omi'n�. hut lie h:ul taught tll(•m to tt'a1'/ fof 
the Son of God from hcn\'c11 : :111rl '-O c-tLl'IIP�th· W<'rc 
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they doing so, t.hnt they never expected any nmong 
t.hem would die; but den.Lb did come in, lLn<l took 
some from their midst, nnd it put them all iuto con­
sternation, fur they seemed to have thought that 
t.hose wbo hn.d died would not pnrtn.ke of the glory; 
therefore the apostle wrote to comfort them in their 
sorrows, and to set them right wherein they had 
made a mistn.ke; an<l this he did by referring to 
those brethren who had been taken from them hy 
death as being asleep, exhorting them not to sorrow 
n.s those who ha<l no hope, been.use" they who sleep 
in Jesus will God bl'ing with Him" wben that day 
of glory comes. He also told them that we wlio are 
alive shall not be in the glory before them, for "the 
Lord Himself sl1n.ll descend from heaven with n 
shout, with the Yoice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall risejfrst; 
then we which. are alive and remain shn.11 be ccmgltt 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air, :u�d so shall we e\'er be with the Lord. 
"7herefore," said he, "com fort one another with 
these words." ( 1 Tbess. i. 5, 9, 10; h•. 13-18.) 

,vell, William, I never saw the den.th of God's 
people in such a beautiful light before. This must 
have been a comfort indeed to those poor sorrowing 
Thessalonians. How very differently they must 
hrwe looked nt those brethren who hnd been remo,,ed

hy dent.I! I a11,l ho,v very different must have been 
t.beir feeling ns to those who died nfterwnrd ! 

Yes, father, it takes the gloom away from the cold, 
icy grave, �:hus to regnrcl those wbo depnrt in the 
Lord, us beiug asleep in Jesus, like a babe asleep in 
its mother's arms, watched ovet· nn<l c:u·ecl fot• with

the tenderest love, knowing thnt very soon the same 
grnC'ious, lo,·ing One who ltns put the·m to sleep 
will come nittl wnko them up ngnin in 1-Iis own like­
ness, to enjoy llis company forevct· in unfn,ling 
glory, wbcrc sorrow nnd de nth cnn never rench t.hcm 
any more, and separation will be unknown. But of 
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course to tho nn.tnrnl cyo i� is deu.th, with nl1 its 
tt!rro1·s; but to faith it is sleep-sleep in Jesus. Oh. 
how sweet these words nrc to my soul, hecnusc they 
rob <l�u.th of it.s sti11g, n11d chase nwny nil its gloom ! 
(1 Cor. xv. 51-55; Is. xxv. 8.) 'l'uis pnssnge :i.lso 
mnkes tlrn.t pol'tion in the eleventh ch:i.pte1· of the 
gospel by Jolrn so very simple nnd pin.in, wliich at 
one time wns quite a mystery to me. The Lord 
Jesus snys to l\In.rthn, "I am the resurrection nnrl 
the life ; he that believeth on l\le, though he were 
dead, yet shnll he live, and whoso liveth nn<l be­

lieveth in l\Ie shall never die; believest thon this?'' 
So that you see, fn.tlier, those believers who are alive 
when Christ comes will neYer <lie at ali, because the 
living will be changed, and, like Enoch nncl Elijnh, 
will he taken up to heaven without tn.sting the pains 
of death in nny way wlrnte,·er. I do not suppose 
l\Inrtlrn, un<lerstood this at the time. hut no doubt 
she did so fully nfterwnrd, when the Holy Ghost wns 
,rh·en. Then, again, in this fourth chapter of the 
Thessn.loninns there seems something so very beauti­
ful in the word'· shout:" people shout in Yictory; nnd 
well may the Lonl Jesus do so when He comes to 
call His sleeping 01ws out of thrir grnves, nnd His 
living ones out of the rcnch of Snurn, to be·witli 
Himself forever. 

Ah, ,vminm, this is the C'l'OWning point of nil, to 
be with the Lor,l Jc�11s fo1·e\.'er. The thouglit of 
heaven is very plcnsa11t, the Fnthcr's house very 
ben.utiful, the glory very desirable; but wllnt is it 
all when compnrnrl with being with Christ? 

Ah, whnt indt!etl, father I It woul<l be nil n dreary 
blnnk if He wore 11ot thcl'O; but the thought is so 
chccting that we ni·c to be with the Lor<l Jesus, :ind 
like llim, vi'ithout the possibility of nny <.:unnge or 
scpn.rn.tion whr1tevcr. Could there he for n. moment 
the fpa1· of such n. thing lmppcnin�, t.he glory woulo 
im,t.:111tlr (!l'OW dim in <HII' c.,·l'i:.. n1ul it woul,l quench 
every spnri<: of joy we I.Juve; fo1· what mak�s nil so 
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exceedingly precious is, thnt it is Ile Ilimself who 
has done uud securccl it all. 

Now, if we pass on to the epistle to the Hebrews, 
the lntter part of the tenth chapter, there we shnll 
see the stnte of suffering all(l sorrow these poor 
llehrew Cliristinns were in. I feel more for them 
thnn I do for n.11y of the othe1· churches, because, 
when they first believed, their joy wns very great, 
nnd, like their forcfnthe1·s on the bn11ks of the Red 
Sea, they sang triumphantly; hut they found the 
wilderness very rongh and. trying to thei1· feet, for 
through their hnvi11g belie,·ed in Christ, and receiv­
ing His apostles, the.v hel·:une subject to a. long nnd 
bitter persecution, aud all their earthly goods were 
taken from them, and they themsel \'es •' made n 
gazing-stock both by reproaches a1Hl afflictions, nnd 
pnrtly whilst they hecame compn11ions of them that 
were so used." But they took it nil joyfully, know­
ing in themselves they had in uearen a better nnd 
nn euduring substance. But they found the contin­
uance of these things very paiufnl, and hard to en­
dure; for week nfter week and yenr afte1· J�m· passed 
n.wny, nnd the Lord <lid not come, n01· theit· ciL·cum­
stances niter, and they felt themselves very much 
discouraged ancl cast down, and almost rea<ly to 
turn hnck, and give up their confidence in Christ, 
and the aprnnle bnd to exhort them not to do so, but 
to go on patiently; for aftet· we bi:we done the will 
of Go1l, we shall receive the promise; '· for yet a 
little while and He thn.t shall come will come, and 
will not tarry." What n. balm must these three 
little words, "a, little ivhile,'' llave been to their 
drooping spirits I Bow it must have cheered them, 
nnd enn.hled them to go on thei1· way with n. light 
but S1C'ncly step, to he thus assured they should soon 
see theiL· Lo1·d nncl l\laster, aud be with Him forever, 
nnd thnt then they should bid farewell to the wilder-
11ess n11d all its circumstances,-the jom·ney would 
bQ ovc1· and pnst, suffering and sorrow forc\'Cl' gon<', 
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nil ten.rs wip<. .. ,l nwn.,· from their <•yes, nnd they wiLh 
Him who lind ,lie:·d for them ! 

This wn.s a word of eomfort for them indeed, 
William. 

Yes, father, this is the wny 011 r grncious GO(l 
nlwnys does; wlum we am press�d lo our utmo�l 
strength, then He 11eYer fails to come in with His 
nhounding c·onsolntio11!;, making up in Himself what­
ever we mn..r he lnckh;g ot' present thi11gs through 
faithfulness to Him; nucl whPn our souls are enjo�·­
ing His compnny. a Yery liule ot' the thi11gs of enrth 
goes n great wny; the <.·rn.Yings of 1int.11re are k<>pt 
down in His presenc·t-: n111l though He mny u.llow 
the privation nnd sorrow �, ill to �o on, yet. 011 the 
othe1· hand, He ne\'(•r fnils to administer thnt joy 
n11d strengl h by wliic·h we are able to hear it. 
(lCor.x.13.) 

Yes, ,vminm, I know it to h� �o. All His wnys, 
from first to last, show Him t II h,� :i. God of love; 
nnrl I was thinking, if" the npo::.Lle cou],l say "n 
Jittle while" <'ighteen lnmrh·ed yen.rs ago, how must 
it he now? It must be Y<>ry neai- indeed. 

Yes, father, ti.int aiHl mn11.y other passages show 
,·ery plainly tlmt the Lorcl is at hctncl-ns it were. j 11st 
at tbe door; a1al I am so glacl it is so. for I loug to 
see Him, aJHl, as Joh says, that my eyes may 
behold Him for my�('lf, n11d not :i110Lher. But. I 
know that His time is the best, a11d my desire is, 
that my heart rna.y be directed more aIHl more into 
the Jove of God, and i11to the patient waiting for 
Christ, an<l at all times, ancl in all circumstances, 
to say, "Not my will, but Thine be done:" for by 
so doing, we truly glorify God. Tr11e ser\'icc to 
Him is doii,g or suffering that which He has gh·en 
us to do ot· suffer: not ma.king to oursel\'es paths of' 
our own, nor walking h_y the Ji�ht of sparks of our 
own kindling, but se<'king simply lo know I-lis will, 
and then cbeerfnlly doing it. 

The next pnssuge we will turn to is i11 tl.ie epistle 
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of James, the Inst <•unpter. The believers there 
addressed seem to l1ove been mostly agricultural 
laborers, nnd thcil' rich neighbors seem to have em­
ployed them to reap down their fields a11rl did not 
pay them for it. Of course these poor Christians 
must have suffered very much in thus being de­
prived of thei1· wages. Only look at them in their 
lonely cottages, with their empty cupboal'cls, and 
their fii·eless hen.rths, through tlu.!ir cruel oppressors. 
But the apostle exho,·ts them to take it patiently, 
for the Lord is coming; and he bids them behold 
the lrnshan<lmnn, who never looks for fruit in the 
winter; be is then plowing tile ground, C'asting in the 
seed, and waits patiently ti! l harvest-time for fruit; 
therefore, says he, let it be t..he same with �·ou. "Be 
ye also patient, stablish you 1· hearts, for the coming 
of the Lor<l draweth nigh.'' Therefore, never mind 
enduring lmrdness now, yon will have ple11ty of fruit 
hy and by in resurrection glory. The apostle Peter 
also, writing to the strangers scattered throughout 
<lifferent countries in bis day, reminds them ot' ·'the 
inherit.a.nee which is incorruptible, and undefiled, 
anrl that fa<iet.h not away, reserved in hea,·en for 
yon; who are kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time; " and he speaks of their being in heavi­
ness through manifold temptatio11s, and tells them it 
is '• that the trial of their faith, being much mol'e 
precious thnn ot' gold that perisbeth, though it be 
tried \Yith fire, might be found unto praise and honor 
rind glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.'' ( 1 Pet. 
i.) Therefore you see, f:lLher, that these very trials 
au<l sonows which we are now passing through, if 
endnred properly, will enhance our glory when we 
see tl.te Lord. 

Well, )Vi11inm, the farther you go on the more 
surprised I am that 111,v eyes sl10uld have beeu closeu 
so many :,�ars to these hcn11tiful scriptures. 

Beautiful indeed tliey are, father, and I am so glad 
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you sec their loveliness, for they give 11. real dignity 
and ctllmuess to the soul, puintiug us on to tbe Lord's 
coming, when every thing will be put stl'night with 
God's people, nnd evel'y loss fully made up, and mol'e 
tlinn mnde up, a. thousandfold. Thus the apostle, 
in Wl'iting to the Philippinns, says, "Let yont· mod­
eration [ or yieldingness] be known unto all men. 
Tlte Lorcl is at hand." As if be bad said, If men 
seek to deprive you of your rights, do not stand up 
and contend with them, bnt quietly yield, fo1· the 
Lord is coming; He is just at band, and you ,vill 
not then be sorry for any thing you may have been 
deprived of for His sake down here. (Phil. h·. 5.) 

Ah, ,villium, �hough this is very beautiful and 
ver_y hnppy, no doubt, yet on the other hand it is 
very trying to flesh and blood to allow ourselves to 
be tm.mpled upon and say nothing. 

Yes, father, I know it is, bn t it is not for us to 
consult flesh and blood at nil, seeing we have died 
and risen with Christ., and are united with Him in 
heavenly glory. We are not of tllis poor world, 
even as Christ is not of the world; but we are only 
passing through it to our heavenly borne. An<l did 
not the Lord Jesus allow Himself to be trampled 
upon indce<l for us, when He laid aside the glory 
which He had with flis FaLher before this world 
was. nJl(l lwt·nme poor, that we through His poverty 
might be made rich? (Is. Jiii. 7.) He wns revilc><l. 
but reviled not again, and wlien He suffered, He 
threatened not, but committed Himself to Him who 
judgeth righteously, and, nt ]ast, gave I-Iimself n 
ra11som for us: surely, the11, we ought to count iL 
happy if we are allowed, in any little measure, to 
make Him the smallest return in n11y way. We want 
to k110w more or om· tr11c character ns st,1·nngers 
here; it would remove mn11y difficulties out of 011v

pn th, ancl mn ke many tlii 11gs plt•a�n.11 t which now n.1 c 
really very tryi11g. People thi11k l111t liule of mnnJ 
iuconvenien<:ies nnd hardships tht>y have to e11du1·� 
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while on n jou I'll<',\". nwny from home, whil'h, i r fli,

home, would uot he "o c:t�.v to put up wiLh. \Ve 
shnll have plenty ot' J'P:-.t :rncl <>:1�e when at lwme, in 
the Fo.thcr's house. Besides. if we are looking 011-

wnrd with delight nncl joy to �omething whfl'I, i� 
coming, we no not foel the pressure of present things 
lmlf so nrn(•h ns those who nrc 11ot <loing so; therc-
1'01·e we do well nt nil times to keep thnt bright dny 
of glory before onr souls, knowing thnt it will soon 
burst upon onr view in nil its eternal realities; and 
in the light of that glory, present things look so 
litt]e,-oh, so little! but on the othc>r hnnd, e,·ery­
thing connecterl with Christ nnd His Chm·ch, so 
weighty,-oh. so weighty! 

I wish these things hod more power o,·e1· ns all, 
,villiam, fot· I see very plainly tbnt muc:h of the 
weakness and fnilure nmong God's people is been.us� 
these things are so little before our minds. 

This is the case, father. \Ve get looking nt the 
things which nre seen, inste:ul of the things whi<-h 
are unseen, and om· souls get dragged down b�· them. 
It wou]d not he so were we more oc:c11pied with 
Christ up there mul Ilis g-lor.v down here; ever 
ready to endure hnrdness, ns good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. 

May the Lorcl keep 11s from )ooki11g for ense or 
satisfaction i11 this world, fol' if we do, we slinll he 
sndJ�, disappointed, becnui;e it is not to he fou11d i11

it. It is n. plnnt that will 11ot grow 11po11 earth; earth 
is too unge11i:1.l a soil for it; hut it f!l'ows freely i11

henven, n11d we �et,, ns it were, u. small bud now 
mul then f rom the tree; hut we no sooner have it

ti.Jan it withers in our lmnrl, tl.te atmosphere of cnrth 
is so hleuk null chilly; but we shnll be nhle to enjo,,· 
it fu11y when we are with the Lord. It is in Him 
alone that joy is to be found : nml we ought to be 
drnwing from Him now, moment hy moment: but 
we are so prone continun11y to look fot· it in some­
\bing clown here. This is n great mistake, ni1d wP
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1·cnp sorrow instencl of jo,,· b�· so tloing. (l'hil. iv. 4.) 
Now, if wo t11r11 to tho fi1·st t>pistle of John, the 

third «.·lmplcr. we shall find these wonls: '· Beloved, 
now nrc we the sons of God ; anti it doth not J<'t 
appcnr wlin.t we slrnll he, hut we know thnt 1when Ile

:-:hnll appea1· we shnll he like Him, for we slw.11 sec 
llim n.s He is. And every man that hath this hope 
in Him, p11rifieth himself, e,·cn ns He is pure." 
Here, the Lord's coming is spoken of as a men.ns b_v 
which we nre kept fro1n the evils by which we nrc 
surrounded; and surely it is so, for there is no 
possibility of giving wa.y to a.ny evil thing when tlin.t 
blessed hope is filling onr hearts, and throwiug its 
rays upon ont· pn.Lh. A11<l 11ot only so, but if we 
are clelighting ourselves in the thou�ht that we shall 
ver.v soon see Christ, and lie like Him forever, we 
sh:.ill d<'light ourselves also in seeking to be as much 
tis possible like Him now-meek, Jowly, Jo,·ing, 
mild; because, wl1en it sa._ys that wben we see llim 
we shall be Jike Him, it does not menn thnt ou1· 
bodies are to he changed mPrely, hut something 
much deeper than this; it mcnns tlmt we slmll be 
altogether like Him, both out.wnrdly n11d inwardly; 
thoughts, desires, feelings, wa_,-s,-yea, in every 
thing like Him, so that tliere will not be one dis­
conlant note throughout eternity, but we shall be 
ent.irel_v meet fot· IJ is presence, with capacities to 
t:.11jo_y l-Iis company in every thing. 

Tlien, agnin, in the book of the Re,·elation, t\Je 
first chapte1·, I think we linve a ye1·y sweet reference 
to this sa.me lmppy time. The-re, John sees the Lonl 
Jesus in glory, and fnlls n.t His feet as de::i,d; a.iHl

He lays His right hand upon him. and says nnto 
him, '· Fear not; I am the first anrl the Inst: I nm 
He that liveth, and was dead ; nnd, beholcl. I nm 
nlh·e for evermore, Amen ; and lrn.vc the keys of 
hell ("r tbe grave] nn<l of death." Thus rerni11cli11� 
John of thnt time of suf fering n11rl sorrow wh,•n he 
su.w Him bow His bcml on lhe crosR, nnd follo"c(/ 
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Hun to the scpulehre; hut that He wn.s now alive 
n.gnin fot· evermore. a11,l ho.cl, ns it. wt::re. brought 
awn.y the keys of de:\Lh nnrl Llie grave with Him; u.11tl

thnt in 1-lis own proper Lime He would show it. fortb 
by unlocking tlie gruve of all His saints, and bidding 
clenth be go11e. 

Then, I suppose. Wil)lnm, the Lonl Jesus was 
here remincli11g John ot' Lhe hnppy dny when He 
woulrl fulfill His promise as recorded in the four­
teenth chapter of the gospel b.,· John? 

Yes, fn.ther, there is 110 (loubt of it. Ancl what 
could have i11spil'ecl John with such happy confidence 
in the Lord's presc11<·e ns this? 

Ah, what in<lced, ,rilliam ! for since we have been 
looking into it this eve11i11g, I nm sure I hnve had 
such :\ lrn.ppy·lo11ging after the Lord Jesus as I have 
not luul for mm1y n. lo11g day before; the world has 
indeed been lllHlet· m_y feet. 

This is the way the Lord's <�orning nlwa.rs nets, 
father, when the lien.rt is trne; nnd the gn�at reason 
why the children of Go1l are so mixetl up with tho 
world is that they have lost sight of ti.int happy dny. 

Yes, William. I believe it is so-that I do. 
Then ngn.in, in the seconcl :wcl third cha.pters of 

this book we see the sn.me glorio11s time continua.11,r

referred to hy the Lord Jesus, aud use<l by Him as 
a means to stir up the churches to faithfulness and 
watchfulness. Then, in the fourth n.1Hl fifth C'hn.pters 
we see the Church in glory, casLi11g their crowns be­
fore the tlirone, saying, "Thou nrt worthy, 0 Lonl, 
to receive glory nncl honor an,l power." Ancl 
'\gain, "They sung a new song, saying, 'Thou :trt 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by Thy bloo,l out of every kindred a1Hl 
�ongue n.nd people n.ll(l J1ntio11 ; a1ul hast m:ulc us 
unto our God kings a11tl priests; arnl tve shall ,·eign 
nn the earth.'" Ancl t.hc Chnn·h is ever :tfte1· seen 
in hcaveu\ that fu\'ored t·omp:t11y havi11g hcl'll <•oJU• 



ph•tNl. nml lnk<'n to he whh t.he Lorcl. Tht!n in till' 
six1h <.'hnptm·. wu RPO the j11dgt1H!IILS hegi11 to l1t• 
pm1r"d 0111, upon tltu c1u·th. previous t.o tho Lord'"' 
c·o111i11g- i11 g-lo1·y with nil JliR sn.i11Ls, flll(l 1.nki11g to 
llims,•lf Hi� great power mul reig11i11g. (Rt•,•, xi. 
la-17.) Then, Htho kingdoms of thiR wo1·l<l will 
he<•ome t.lu.l king1lomR of out· Lord nnd of His 
ChrisL ''-thnt jo\ful time for which crention gron11i-. 
nud trtwnils in pain, wniLi11g for the rnn11ifeslntio11 of 
tile 8011s of Goel. Then this hon<inge of <:Ol'l'll[ltio11. 
wuid, all ('l'('{lLio11 is JIOW lnhori11g llll<lcr, will he )'('­
JllO\'tHl ; n1Hl the lion and the lam h wi 11 rhv<�II 
together, nwl the s11<.'ki11g child will piny upon the 
hole of the nsp, and put his hand 011 the co<·lrn.trit·l:!'s 
den; "they shall 11ot hurt nor clcstrov in nil 1\1,· 
holy JnOllll

0

l3.i11, for t.he cart.h shall hew full of th
0

P 
kno,vledge of the Lord ns t.he wn.t.ers <.:ovel' the sen.'· 
And uot only will t.lle poor brute c·1·ention he nt 
penC'e with cnch otlter, hut meu n.lso will "beu.t 
their swords into plowshares. :uul tlll'h' spears i11to 
pnrning-hooks; 1Htt.io11 shnll 11ot lift up swo1·cl 
ngniust 111tt,ion, ncithe1· �hnll t,hey lenrn wm· nny 
more." ( Isa. ii. 4 : xi. 5-9 : )xv. 25.) 

Hut., ,vitliam, I have nlwnys hen.rd that this 
blessed time is to be bronght about by the pre:wh­
ing- of the gospel I 

Yes, father. 1 k11ow this is what man has been 
snying, hut God says j 11ist the l'everse. He sn,rs 
that during this dispeusnl iou ., evil men n11d S<•­
<luct!rs shall wax worse a11<l wonw, <lc..·ccivi11g n11d 
l>ci11g clc<.:eive(l" (2 Tim. iii. 13. ). :w<l thn.t thil)
glol'ions timu is 011ly to he h1·oi1ght nhout b,Y the
ap1,,-,w·i11g of lite Son o.f God, t.he Lo I'd Jesus Chl'ist.

,vtw.t is meant, ,,Villiu.111, hy tho manifesUtLiou ot' 
the sons of God ? 

It is t,hnt whi<·h takes phwe at this snme hnppy 
time, ftLther; for •• wucn Christ,, who i::; onr lire, 
lilmll nppNu·, then slmll we also appem· with Him in 
�iory." (Col. iii. 4.) The11. 1111e t:ilmll lie m,o.nffestell 
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n.s the sons of God in glory with Christ. lJTe are lhe 
sous of God now, hnt the "worl(l knoweth us not, 
hecnuse it knew I-Tim not;" the11. it will. The 
Lord Jesus will come to he glorifietl i11 llis �:.1iuts, 
nn<l to be ndmil·eti in nil them that belie,·e. (2 Thess. 
i. 10.) He will then set 11p His kingdom upon cn.rtl.J
and reign in rightconsness.

And do you renlly think, Willinm, thnt the Lord 
Jesus will yet reign ns King ovet· this eartu? 

I do, ft\ther. Scripture tells 11s ove1· nll(l over 
ngain that it will he �o. You 1·em<>mber, at His first 
coming He was born King of the Jews; but IJo 
came in circumstances ot' lrnmilintion and need, n 
man of sorrows, an«l acquni11Led with grief, and Is• 
rnel hicl ns it were theit· fnccs from 1-Iim; He w:u 
despised, and they esteemed Him Hot, He ·wns to 
them as a root out of a dry gronncl, without form or 
comeliness, an<l the.v saw no henuty in Him thnt 
they should desire Him (Isn. liii.); nn<l when H,1 
presented 1-Iimself to them ns their Ki11g sitting 011

nn nss's colt (John xii. 15. ), they took Him nnrl put 
Him to death; they even sent n message after Him, 
saying. ,� We will not hn.ve this l\Inn to reign ovel' 
ns." But though they did this, the kingdom wrui 
not clo11e awny wiLh, only put off for a time, in 
which God is bringing about Ilis eternal purpose 
respecting 1,ihe Chun•h; a11d when the Lord Jesus 
�hall come again in p-lory, Israel will gln.dly receive 
llim, both ns their S:tviour and theit· King; they 
will then Jook upon Ilim whom they have pierced, 
n.ml mourn; I-le will come out of Zion as t.bcir
Deliverer. nnd tnrn nwny ungodliness from Jncob
(Rom. xi. 26. ), n11cl bri°ng tl1em into evet·lasting
blessing. They will not then he n p1·ove1·b anrl n.
h,

r-word among the nations n.s they now n.rc, but
LIiey will he gaLher<'«l into theii· own lnnd, n1Hl men
will cti.ll tlv,m tho hol_,. or tho Lord : honorable ; for
t.l1e,, will he the seed of t.he hles�e,1 of the Lord.
nnci' theii· offspring with them; Lile Lord will ho
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their everlasting light, ancl th� dnys of their mourn­
ing will he ended. (Isn.. lx. 20.) But this cannot 
be till the Church is gn1.here<l 111 n.11(1 taken to he wilh 
the Lord; nlso the Old-Testament Rn.in ls will l,e 
raised at the same time, nnd will he with Christ 
in glory. This is the happy time for which all 
creation is gro:u1ing- nncl ·waiting wilh earnest ex• 
pectation. (Rom. Yiii. 19-22.) 

Then· I suppose, William, we must be carefully 
looking out for those signs whi<·h are spoken of i 11 
the twenty-fourth chapter of l\Intthew, and otlwr 
pl:t<'CS? 

Oh, no, fn.tlier; they are for tlJe faithful umo11µ
the Jews when the Lo)'(l Jesus is about to come i11

bl�s�it1g- to them; n.ncl they will have them in n.lrnnd­
a11cc: hut/01· us there nre neilher signs nor sen.sons. 
110r 1 imes not· dates; hut the Lor<l l1as left 11s this 
promise, "Sui·elJJ I cmne q11,ickly." A11<l it is for us 
to be wn.ili11g for 1-Iim with our loins girded, nnrl 
onr lights burning, and not to put our hands to a 
si11gle thing if we cannot leave it hnlf finished and 
go to meet Him with n. smile. 

Then we ha,·e not been looking at the Lord Jesus 
coming to the en.rlh in glory at :{11, William? 

No, father: perhaps we may <lo so at some future 
time, if the Lorrl tn.ny; hut, we h�tve heen looking 
ut our being gathe1·ecl unto Hirn, the Lonl Jesus hav-
ing come into the clourls, to call 1u1 itp to 'meet Hini in 
the afr; because, as I have nlrea<ly said, we must, he 
with Him i,p t.hm·e before we can com.e fo1·th with lfl'.ni 
<lown here. For this we nre to be looking a11d wait­
ing <·ontinu::tll)", ns it rnny take plaee n.ny moment. 
I must now go, ns I have stayed very much longer 
than I had in te11<iNl. 

,veil, Wil1inm, I am sure it h�ts not been in vain; 
ancl I clo hope I sbull pl'nyerfully look into the "\iVol'<l 
of God for m,rsclf. n.11rl prn..v t.hn.t this cvcni11g's in­
terview mny result in an nbidi11g blessing to each or 
0111' i;;onls. 
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EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HI�l 

A DIALOGUE 

SEQCEL TO "COANOED IN A 1.fomtNT" 

S
O you have heen aofe to get here, William, this

evening. I am very glad to see you, I have so 
many questions to ask. 

Well, father, I was determined not to be hindered by 
trifles, and have therefore come as I gave you to 
expecl How have you got on 1 Have you been look­
ing into those pa�sages of �cripture we referred to 
when I was 1ast with you 1 

I have, William, and the result is that qnite a ne"W

world is opene1l up to my view, I can now fully enter in­
to what you told me, that when you first saw the doctrine 
of the Lor<l's coming, everything appeared to you in 
�together c:. different light from what it did be­
wre. Just so i8 it with me now; for, the forty yuan; 
,">f m: ' �h:i�t�an life seem almost like a dream. 
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That ie thA o.ppeRmnrfl thAy mA.y hBve, fnther, but they 
are not a droom, t.h�y tLre u.11 et.urnCLI rmLlity. A II our 
movoments ei11ce we bul ifweu, ho.ve their epecin.l relntiou 
to thnt coming glory. HeT. ii. 23. \Ve might all this 
time have been laying up in etore a good founda­
tion agnin�t the time to come instead of allo,Vl ng our­
selves to be to.ken up with the many trifles with which 
we have been occupied; thus much precious time ho.a 
been lost which might have been turned to ve11 
great profit, both to our own souls, and to the eoc1s 
of oth8rs. But I do hope the Lord Jesus will keep 
our eyes steadily gazing upon Himself the few remain­
ing days we have to stay upon earth, so shall we reflect 
I Lim to those around us as we paAe along; and thue 
be a real help to each other, and thereby please 
Him who has died for us; because we truly serve 
one another just in proportion as we reflect that 
glorious One, and thereby help ea<-h other to appre­
ciate and enjoy Him personally. As the apostle 
John says, "that wh..ich we have s<•en and heard declare 
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ." 1 John. i 3. But the last timtl 
I was with you we were talking about the Lord Jesus 
coming into the air and calling His church up to meet 
Him there, and we proposed that when we met again 
we should look a little into the word of God to see 
what it tells us about His coming to t/1,e earth in glory
with all His saints. Zee. xiv. 5. 

We did, William, but before you go on I shoul<l 
very much like to ask you about the judgment seat of 
Christ. ,vhen will it be set1 

It will be Aet, father, after we are c,111gltt up to be 
with the Loru, and be/ore we come forth with Him 
to the earth in glory. The Lord Jesus will put 
thiDge straight with His church up there, before 
Re comE\A forth with ua to the earth; and this HE\ will 



,In by having ue o.11 before Hie jmhrment eent, "that 
dYtu·y one may r�cuive the things Joue in his hotly, 
.icconling to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
h:ul." Rom. xiv. 10-12; 2 Cor. v. 10. 

O1.i ! William, I did not think it would be thus. I 
r.honght you said that judgment was passed and gone 
for ever with the believer, because Christ had died. 

So it is, father, as to all that affects our eternal life: 
for the Lord Jesus Himself said, when He was down 
here, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth 
my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath 
everla.c;ting life, and shall not come into condemnation ; 
but is passed from death unto life." John. v. 24. And 
not only so, but by believing in Christ we become 
united to Him by a bond which nothing can sever, so 
that we become a part and parcel of Himself, "mem• 
hers of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." Eph. 
v. 30-32. Our sins are for ever washed away by Hie
precious blood, but this does not hinder the Lord J esue
from holding us responsible for our behaviour since He
brought us into this glorious position, but quite the
contrary; therefore He will look over our walk and
see how we have conducted ourselves in the several
positions in which He has placed us, then He will
�1ve to every one of us according to our wol'ks. This
will take place when we have done with this present
�cane, and are up there with Hi�e(f in 9t01 y. This the
Church at Corinth failed to rem em her, therefore they
hegan to judge one another, and the apostle tells them
•• to judge nothing before the time, until t.he Lord
come, who both will bring to light the hiduen things
llf darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
heart.a: and then shall every mo.n have praise of God."
l Cor. iv o. Therefore, you see, father, that not only
will our actions be brought to light, but the counsels wa,
each of us, now take with our own h�arts will all
nome out in that. ,-tav nf lllor.v. How v .. ry careful.
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r.herefore, we ought to be in all our movements, fo.T

Ql)d duo� not see i.LS man sees. But we must ever keep 
in mind that it is not our persona which will be 
jurlged, but ou,r conduct; for, we 8ltall bP. in our glori­
fied lmtliP.s when the judgment will take place: there 
will, thorefore, be nothing to fear, because none will 
be cast out, but each believer will form a distinct part 
of the bride of Christ; and, as we have already seen, 
all who compose that happy co111 pany have "eternaJ. 
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of His hand." Nevertheless, thtt 
apostle's prayer ever was that we may be found un• 
blameable and unreprovable in that day. Phil. i IO j
l The.ss. iii. 12, 13; v. 23; 1 Tim. vi. 14; 2 Pet. iii 14:.
At this time also it is that the rewards will be given to
each one, according to their faithfulness to Christ while
upon earth; and "he which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully." 2 Cor. ix. 6; Phil iv. 17; Rev.
mi 12.

Oh I William, it quite makes me tremble to think tha1; 
all my movements in this world will be made manifest; 
in that day of glory. This does throw a dark and gloomy 
shade over that bright and beautiful picture of beinEt 
in Christ, and with Him, and like Him for ever. 

I can quite understand, father, the first sight of it 
making you thus shrink back alarmed, but you will 
not do so when you have fairly looked into it. I remem­
ber it had the same effect upon myself when it 
was first presented to me. I felt, in a little measure, 
like the prophet Habakkuk, I trembled, my lips 
quivered at the voice, and rottenness seemed to ente:r 
my bones; for I trembled in myself to think that I 
should have to stand before that holy, glorious Lord 
Jesus, and that all the movements of my life would be 
made bare in His presence. But now I can see that it is 
quite right and proper it should be so, and it often 
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gives me the greatest calmness, when otnera are think­
ing and speaking improperly of me, to know that there 
is such a day coming, when everything will be made 
clear and plain. I find it also a daily, and hourly 
check upon my conduct, for if I catch myself going to

do or say anything thnt has any relation to others, be­
hind their back, which I would not do, or say before 
their face, I instantly check myself by saying Ah I I 
may be able to do this, or say that, and they, perhups, 
may not know it now, but they will know it well 
enough by and bye (Luke xii 2, 3) ; and I am very 
glad afterward that such a check has been upon 
me, both for my p1·esent peace and comfort, as well as 
with respect to that glorious day. Therefore, I can truly 
say th.at there are but few things which I am more 
thankful for than the knowledge of the judgment-seat 
of Christ, when everything will be made manifest; be­
cause it acts as a check against the workings of nature 
ln a. way which, perhaps, nothing else would: and if 
we are doing all we now do, in the Lord's presence. 
and in the light of that coming glory there will be no­
thing tu dismay us iu the prospect of that time of mani­
festation. Dear father, if you have anything covered 
up from th-, Lord, or from your brethren, or from any one 
else, go and unccrver it at once; make full conf ea­
lion, and r�toration if pos�ible, and it will be done 
away with for ever, and so will not have to be un­
covered before the Lord in that day; and you will have 
the present joy and blessedness of so doing. But so 
surely ad you leave it nnconfessed now, so surely 
will it have to be put straight then, be it little 
or much. Ilow very much better, then, to uncover 
it now, and have it done away with, than to leave it 
to be manifested in the light of that day of glory. 
2 Cor. v. 10; Rom. xiv. 12; Jas. v. 16; 1 John i. 9. 

This, William, certainly pntR things in a very different 
lis!htto that in which they liri�t appeared. .811t. l UJ11!-lt 



eonf P�I', that the fi�t view of it WM very gloomy; for 
after the soul bus been so happily reposing in tht, love 
of Christ, and nestling itself in His bosom, to be told 
that all our movements down here are thus to be laid 
bare in that day is not very pleasing. 

No, father, it is not, at the first eight; especially 
to those who know their own imperfections, and 
how sin is mixed up with everything they do; bnt when 
properly looked into, there is nothing to intimidate the 
upright soul, but, on the contrary, it imparts a. calm­
ness and dignity to know that there is such a day 
coming, when everything will be put stra:ght, and be 
seen in its true light and character, and also to know 
that our little desires toward God, and our little services 
toward each other will all be faithfully remembered, 
and acknowledged by Him in that glorious day. 

But this seems a very poor motive, indeed, Willinm, 
to serve God with the thought of getting rewardeu tor 
what we are doing. 

Yes, father, there could not be a lower motive pos­
sible, than to labour, in such a. case, for what we can get; 
love to Christ is the moving-spring of all true service; 
but on the other hand, if the Lord Jesus sees us desiring 
to tread in His stevs, and to do His will in this world, 
where everything is so against us, and where, at times, we 
can scarcely keep our heads above water because of the 
corruptions within and without, and been.use of our own 
weakness and the weakness of God's people with whom 
we are associated-if, I say, in th�e circumstances, Christ 
is pleased to hold out many precious promises of rewards 
to encourage us to watchfulness, and faithfulness, it is 
not for us to despise them, but, on the contrary, to honour 
Him by valuing them. Hebrews xi. 26. ]\-foreover, I 
think it is so plea.sing to know that the question is not 
,oltat 1oe do, but that we do that which He luu gitJen tu
to do, whatever it may be, with the one object of 
plewring Him. This being the case, the most menial 
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thing will be done with the same delight..� thew .... 
exalted, and will meet with the same acceptance antJ

approval by Him in that day ; because the Lord J eeue 
will measure everything we now do, by the position in 
which He has placed us, and accorrling to the strength 
and measure of grace which He ha.� given to each of us; 
"to whom much is given, of him shall much be 
required." Rom. xii 3; Ephes. iv. 7; vi. 7, 8; Col iii 
23, 24. 

Ite gloominess, William, does certainly quite pass 
away as you carefully look into it; and I do hope 
that I shall find the subject to be as useful to me 
as it has been to you. 

I should also like to know your thoughts about the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, because it seems to me 
that it will take place up there, previous to the Lord 
Jesus coming forth with us to the ea1th. 

I think it is very plainly shown to be so, father, 
and that it will take place after the dec:sions of the judg­
ment seat; because, when everything is put straight 
with the church, and each one is in his own proper r..lace, 
then Christ will formally pl'esent us to Himself a.a Hie 
bride, the purchase of His own blood ; and this will be 
done with the greatest demonstrations of joy, and glad­
ness, as is shown forth by the figure of a marriage. 
The false bride or harlot, will meet her doom about the 
same time, and her smoke will rise up for ever and 
ever. The heavenly hosts will rejoice at the downfall 
of the one, and at the exaltation of the other. Eph. v. 27; 
Rev. xi%. 1-7. You see, father, the scene will be then 
altogether changed with them both. When the harlot 
was here upon earth, she glorified herself, and lived ddi 
ciously, decked with gold, and precious stones, anJ 
pearls ; living in every luxury the wodd could produce. 
The merchants of the earth wen, made rich through tho 
abundance of her delicacies, whlle the true bride of 
f!hiist passed throuizh the worhl. in t-111I.1e l!Je&iUl'e u 
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her Lord, Rolita.ry and despiRed. But oh I how much 
better to he ·treading in tht, steps of that glorious One 
now. during this little while, though in poverty and 
sorrow. 1·ather than to be going band in hand with the 
false bride of So.tau's producing, whose end will be 
destruction. 

This, I trunk, I fully enter into, Willfam. Then, 
there are those who are called unto the marriage supper 
of the Lamb; I should like to know your thought.a 
about them before you go on. Rev. xix. 9. 

They seem, father, very plainly shewn to be the old 
testament saiuts, that is, all who died in faith previous 
to the Lord's crucifixion: they are the friends of the 
bridegroom as John the baptist calls himself, .(John iii 
29) because the old testament saints will not form a part
of the heavenly bride, yet they will be in the nearest posi­
tion possible to Christ: for who is nearer to you than
your friend who is as your own soul; but your wife is
a part of yourself. Eph. v. 31, 32.

I think l see this very plainly, William. 
I am so glad you do, father. \Ve will then 

go on to look a little into what the Scripture 
tells us about the Lord J&J"WJ coming to thia earth in 
glory,· and I think we shall find this quite as 
interesting, and that it concerns us quite as much 
as His corning into the air and gathering us up to 
meet Him, though of course the latter must take place 
first, and is therefore that for which we are to be more 
immediately looking. But I do not know anything 
more needful for us to keep before our minds, than 
that the Lord Jesus is co111 11g to put things straight 
down here, in this world, wJ1tH·e everything is now in 
such confusion and disorder, and to bring in everlastr 
ing righteousness and peace where sin and iniquity 
now dwell This, Christ will surely do; for as we 
have seen, He will first put thiug� stx-aight with His 
'bride the church; then with Lu1J.�l, Hie people; and 
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�.ner that also with the poor world. How very desirable 
1hiR is, seeing that all cruation is now groaning under th� 
l,ower and rule of the wicked one, and we all are
oeling most keenly what the maligna.nt reign of that 

,ruel usurper, Satan, is, who is now the prince and god 
lAf this world. Very much a.round us is shewing forth 
wost plainly the influence and working of that evil 
spirit, in all hii:: malice and cruelty; wars and blood­
shed on every hand, and what, perhaps, is still worse, 
I.lie envy, and hatred, and malice, which are disseminated
In every circle of life upon earth, so that it is quite a
l'are thing to find even a houRehuld dwelling together in
unity and love, such influeuce has that wicked one
over the hearts and minds of all mankind. But his
1·eign is of limited duration, and already there are many
Indications that it is drawing very near to its close. How
bnppy for the poor world that it is so! And how
taappy for us also, who believe in Christ, to know that
,mr stay upon earth is very short ; for, we are not of
"he world, even e.s Christ iB not of the world, but we
,lre the espoused consort of eanth's rightful, but, at
.,resent, rejected King, who has all power given
·•mto Him both in heaven and in eartq.; and though
.men are now despising Him, and many of His pro-
1lessed frienns are putting Him to shame in the midst
J)f His enemies, yet very shortly will He be manifested 
1LS the Kingof glory, andevP-ry knee shall bow toHim, "of 
,h.ings in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
thtl �arth, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Chnst ie Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Tlic-1,
will have come the time of the church's manifestation
urith Ohriat; for we sh&ll reign with Him over the 
oarth in unclouded glory, and thus will the Lord J esua 
be honoured, and glorified, where He has been so de­
■piaed, and put to shame. With this blessed hope be­
fore our o!IOu.ls we can well afford to be, for a short time,
n s He wu down here, in weakness, and &1orrow, an�



re:jectlon, until that happy moment comes; knowing 
t.hat "if we suffer [ with Him], we ehe.ll also reign with 
Him:" and "the sufferings of this present time are no! 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us." Psalm xxiv. 10; Rom. viii 17-19 i 
2 Tim. ii 11, 12; 1 Peter iv. 13. 

Did you say, "\Villiam, that Satan is the prince and 
god of this world 1 Surely this must be a mistake. 

No, father, it is not; for the scriptures speak of him as 
such continually. The Lord J esue Himself, in the 
fourteenth chapter of the gospel by John, calla him the 
prince of this world. And in the temptation of Christ 
in the wilderness, Satan '' shewed unto Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the 
devil said unto Him, e.11 this power will I give Thee, 
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever l will I give it. If Thou, therefore, 
wilt worship me, all shall be Thine." Luke iv. 5-7. 
Also in the fourth chapter of the second epistle 
to the Corinthians the apostle calls him the god o1 
this world, who blinds the minds of them that 
believe not. Of course, he is not the God of the 
earth: "the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereoff and He is overruling everything in His provi­
dential government, "making even the wrath of man 
t.o praise Him," as well as '' giving UB rain and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness," not• 
withstanding the wickedness which is going on in the 
world. But everything which men, as mon, are delight­
ing themselves in, is of Sa.tan, and has been so, more or 
less, ever eince .Adam yielded himself to him in the 
garden of Eden. From that time, men have, more or 
lees, been p111'8uing a co111'8e contrary to God. As it ia 
written, "that which is highly esteemed among men ie 
an abomination in the eight of God." All God's joy and 
delight ie in Christ; therefore, whatever is going on 
down here that does not epriDJl from love to Him, how 
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ever seemingly plausible nnd pmiReworthy it ma) I., 
God has no delight in it; ancl what we see men, for tu, 
most part, doing at this present time is seeking to make 
the world beautiful and hnppy, while Satan is it.a 
prince, and Christ, its rightful King, ie rejected: and 
we can expect nothing but this from the men of the 
world, but it is very snd, indeed, when any of God's 
people are found joining hands with them in it. Luke 
xvi. 15; xix. 14.

Oh 1 Willio.m, this does put true age of progress, of
which men are so making their boast, in a light I never 
had any idea of before. It seems that the very same 
spirit is now actuating men which actuated those who 
built the tower of Babel in days of old ; their end being 
to get themselves a name. 

It is exactly so, father, and when the Lord Jesus 
comes, He will destroy everything in which men are 
priding tbc,rnselves: as it is written, "The day of the 
Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud 
and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and 
he shall be brought low." And we read of its' being 
"upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 
and all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant 
pictures," and upon everything which causes men to 
hold up their heads, and exalt themselves; "o.nd the 
lofty looks of man sha.11 be humbled, and the haughtiness 
of men dhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in that day ..... and the idols He shall 
utterly abolish." And He "will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from J emsalem, and tlie battle 
bow ehall be cut off, and He shall speak peace unto 
the heathen; and His dominion ehall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river, to the ends of the eart.h." 
Isaiah ii 11-18; Zechariah ix. 9, 10. 

How long a time do you think will elapse, William, 
between the takin� up of the church and the •JJJJ� 
of the Lord J e.au� to bring this about I 
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I do not know, father, but it will not be very long; for 
while the Lord Jesus is putting things straight with Hie 
eain� up there, previous to His comi.Ilg, it will be a time 
of very groat trouble and sorrow down here. The Lord 
Jesus, when on earth, alluding to this interval, said, 
"except those days should be shortened there should 
no flesh be saved; but, for the elect's sake those days 
shall be shortened." It will be the time of Satan's 
greatest power, and he will be full of wrath, because 
he knoweth that he bath b11t a short time. Iniquity 
will then be at its height, because the church, which is 
now the salt of the earth, will then have been removed 
to be with the Lord. As soon as it is gone, the 
earth will become corrupt. It is bad enough now, but 
then it will be ten times worse, and God will pour out 
the vials of His wrath upon the earth, because of the 
wickedness which will then be going on. In those days 
men will gnaw their tongues for pain, and will blaspheme 
the God of heaven because of their pains and their 
seres, and yet will not repent of their deeds. Matthew 
xxiv. 22; Rev. xii. 12; xvi 10, 11.

You said, William, that it was for the elecfs sake
that those days would not be allowed 'to contin.ie very 
Jong, does not this s�em to indicate that the church 
will still be upon the earth at this time1 

At first sight it may do so, father; but by carefully 
looking into the Scriptures we see very plainly that. 
this will not be the case: yet, as God has never lef\ 
Himself without a witness in the ,v'>rld, even in the 
very worRt of times; neither will He do so then ; for, 
after the church is taken away, God will raise up an 
elect company who will be His faithful witnesses upon 
the earth in this exc�edingly trying time. For it will 
be then thl\t the .Antichrist will make his appearnnce, 
and present himself to the Jews as their long-expected 
Mfssiah; and they will receive him as such, as the 
Lord J esu.a told them when He said. "I am come in 



my Father's name, and ye receive me not; if anot1.c1 
shall come in his own name, him ye will rece:ve." JohL 
v. 43. They rejected the true Christ, and now thb)
will be allowed t , receive, with open arms, this fahlt­
one. Part of the Jews will be in their own land again
at this time and will have got their temple built, and
their worship going on, as tar as they can, as in fom1tH 

days ; and this wicked one will come in a very flatt8r·
ing way (Damel xi 32), and will be endued by Satan
"with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness" (2 Thess. ii.
9, 10), so that he will �use fire to come down from
heaven in the sight of men, and deceive them that
dwell on the earth (Rev. xiii 13, 14), and will gain
such power and ascendency over the Jews in a. very
short time, that he will exalt himself above all that
is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he, as God,
will sit in the temple of God, shewing himself to be God.
2 Thess. ii 3-5. Tb.is is "the abomination of desolation
spoken of by Daniel the prophet as standing in the holy
place," whom the Jews, as a people, will worship; but a
few of them chosen of God, will not do so(l\fatt.xxiv.15),
but will utterly reject him,and will therefore pass through
those sufferings spoken of in the twenty-fourth chapter of
Matthew and elsewhere. The Lord Jesus, speaking to
this faithful few, tells them that as soon as they see this
wicked one in the temple as the object of worship,
the only way for them to escape the sword will be to
flee to the mountains and secrete themselves there: �lark
xiii. 14-16, for he will $eek to destroy all who will
not bow down and worship him, antl many will he cause
to be put to death, therefore, the only way for them to
save their lives will be by flight; and those of them who
are on tLe house-top must not stay to take anything
out of their houses, neither will it do for llllD that is i1..
the field to turn back to take up his cloth8s. $0 suddenl,'f
fLncl fiercely will this peN1••c11tion con1ti uµu11 them. Tl1·
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Lord also exhorts them "to pray that their flight mu.y 
not be in the winter, neither on the Snbbath day f' for, 
if in the winter, they will suffer in the mountains from 
the inclemency of the weather and for want of :£,od: and 
if on the Sabbath-day, they, being Jews, could only go 
a Sabbath-days jolll'Dey on that day, and could, therefore, 
soon be overtaken by their en••mies and destroyed. 
This wicked one is called in the book of the Revela­
tion a beast, and he "will cause all to receive a mark 
in their foreheads or in their hands," so that they may 
be known as his worshippers: and no one will be 
allowed to buy or sell, unless he has those marks. 
Therefore, this little faithful band, who will not bow 
ll• •wn to him, will be in the greatest str.it'ta possibl�, 
even on the very eve of perishing ; for it seems that 
their adversaries will pursue them with the greatest 
hatred to where they have fled for safety, and will 
compass them in on every iside, and be just a.bout to 
pounce upon them and make them their r-rey, when, in 
their great extremity, the Lord will appear and fulfil 
His promise, that "those who endure to the end shall 
be saved," or delivered. And as s0on as they shall see 
Him "coming in the cloud& of hea·v�n, with. power and 
great glory," they will cry out and say, "Lo, this is OUR 
GOD; we have waited FOR H1H, and He will save 
a.a: this is THE LORD: we have waited for Rm, we will 
be glad and rejoice in His SALV.A.TION.'' Isaio.h xxv. 9. 
That which will be salvation to this faithful few will 
be destruction to their enemies. The man cf sin himself 
will "the Lord �onsume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and destroy with the brightness of His coming.'' It ii;; 
not only the Jews, however, who will receive this wicked 
one, but all christendom also--those who have not re­
ceived the love of the truth that they might be saved 
" God will send them strong delusion that they ehn.ll 
believe a lie, that they all might be damned who 
halieve not the truth. but have pleasure in unrighteoU&-
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neAs." Therefore It le that the gospel of God's grace 
is either "a savour of life unto life, or of death unto 
death;" so that it will be much better in that day for 
those in heathen lands who have never heard the 
gospel, than for those m such places as England where 
it has been so fully proclaimed; becam�e, those, who 
havlng heard of, will not receive Christ, now, in this 
time of God's longsu tferi,ng love, will then receive His 
enemy, and ·will have their part with him in everlast­
ing destruction. Matt. xxiv. 13-22; 2 Thess. ii

S-13; Rev. xiii. 16, 17; xiv. 9-12.
This is a very sad and sorrowful picture indeed,

\V'illiam. But do you not think there will be any from 
among the Gentiles ·who will pass through this time of 
trouble and be spa.red to remain upon the earth 1

Oh ! yes, father, most surely there · will: for we 
read that during the reign of Christ, which will imme­
diately follow that time of trouble, the G1mtiles shall 
come to thy (Jerusalem's) light, and .Kings to the bright­
ness of thy rising. Isaiah lx. 3. .And, agaiu, "The 
Gentiles shall see thy (Jerusalem's) righteousness, and 
all Kings thy glory." Isaiah lxii. 2. At this time it is 
that the Lord Jesus will be a light to lighten the Gen­
tiles, and the glory of His people Israel Luke ii. 32. 
And we find that there will be those who will be received 
or rejected according as they have been kin<l or unkind 
to Christ's brethren du.rillg their time of suffering and 
sorrow. Matt. xxv. 34-46. 

God's ancient people Israel will be brought from 
every corner of the earth where they are now buried 
umong the nations (Eze. xxxvi.. 24; xxxvii. 11-14; 
lsa. xi. 11, 12), and God will purge those who are l'f'­
bellious out from among them, "and they sha.ll not 
1mter into the land of lsrael" (Eze. xx. 38), " but the 
righteous Rhall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father." "Then tlrn woon shall be confoundeu �nd 
the sun ashamed. when the Lord of host.a 11h; ll reign in 
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Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancient. 
gloriously." Isa.. niv. 23. The glory of Christ, at 
thi� time, will, 88 it were, put into the shade our 
natural sun and moon, which give us light by day and 
night. Isa. Ix. 19-21. "And it shall come to pass, 
that every one that is left o/ u.11 the natiuna, which 
came against Jerusalem, ehall even go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
keep the feast of tabernacles." And those who will 
not come up, "upon them shall be no rain." Zee. xiv. 
16, 17. At this time will be fulfilled the long-looked­
f or accomplishment of that promise--"the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea" (Isaiah xi 9), which so many of God's people 
have been expecting to be brought about by the preach­
ing of the gospel "All (Israel) shall then know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest." " The desert 
also shall blossom as the rose," and all creation will 
be brought into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. Rom. viii 19-22. Thero will be no longer the 
hostility and unkindness existing between the poor 
brute creation which now prevails, but they will dwell 
happily together 88 in the days of man's innocence ;
(Isa. xi 6-9), because, "the bondage of corruption," 
which was brought in by sin, will be removed, and the 
spider will no longer devour the fly, nor the wolf the 
lamb; "and the child will play upon the hole of the 
asp," free from danger, for the curse, to a great extent, 
will be rolled back, like a mighty wave, from off the 
earth. "In that day shall there be one Lc,�J, and Hie 
name one;' and that cruel usurper, Satan, that great 
e11emy of God and man, will then be bound in chains, 
and cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years 
(Rev. xx. 1-3), and all hie emissaries with 
him. Men will then delight in just the opposite of 
that which they are now pursuing, because love and joy 
anrl harmony will rei� where now jealouaiea and 
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envyinga and bickeringe dwell ; sword and spear will 
be no longer needed, for people will "dwell in peace 
and eo.fety, and none shall make them o.fmid." "Many 
people shall say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the houso of the God of 
Jacob: and He will teach ue of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for out of Zion ehllll go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalom." Isa. 
ii. 3. The earth also will bring forth its fruite in
abundance, for "there shall be a barnlful of corn in
the earth upon the top of the mountains, the fruit
thereof shall shake like Lebanon;" "and the desert
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose." Ten men shall
take hold of the skirt of him who is a Jew, saying,
We will go with you; for we have heard that God is
with you. Isaiah xxxv. 1; Zech. viii. 23.

What a contrast this will be, William, to what 
exists now! For what on earth is more despised than 
the poor Jew. 

What a contrast! indeed, father. Yet, at times, 
when I see some of them going along the streets 
despised and suspected, I find my heart rising up to 
God, and saying, 0 ! Lord do remember Thy ancient 
people Israel, and speedily fulfil Thy promise. to them, 
that they may be no longer " a proverb and a byword 
among the nations." And sure I am that those words, 
which that wicked man, .Balaam, was forced to utter 
concerning them are true even to day-" Blessed is he 
that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that cun;eth 
thee." Num. xxiv. 9. 

Then you rmi.lly think, William, that the Jews will 
be restored to their own land again, and brought into 
bleseing1 

Yes, father, I do. There is nothing more certain; 
for Scripture is full of it, from one end to the other : 
and it apeaka of their being not only brought into 
blessing themAelvef\ but of their being made ohannelfl 
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of bleMing to the w.nole earth. It tells ue thAt "Ierael 
shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with 
fruit," (Isaiah xxvii 6), o.nd will continue eo to do o.a 
long as the sun and moon endureth. J er. xxxi 35, 
36 ; Isaiah lx. 15. For the shame which they are 
now passing through, they shall " have double f' ever­
lasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness; sorrow and sighing shall flee away; 
"the wildernese and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom 88 the 
rose. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even 
with joy and singing." Isaiah xx.xv. 1, 2. Scripture is 
ful! .,f such promises 88 these to the, now, poor 
despised, but then blessed and honoured, house of 
Israel; and they will all be fulfilled to the very letter, 
when Christ comes to take " the throne of His father 
David, and reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of His kingdom there shall be no end." Luke i 
32, 33. In the book of the Revelation we see the 
twenty-four elders, who represent the risen saints, sitting 
on their seats before God; and when they see this 
happy time brought about, they fall on their faces, and 
worship God: for they well know what it is to 
have been down in this world, under very different 
aircumetancee to the reign of that glorious One.. 
They will, therefore, ao fully enter into the joy end 
blessedness of that happy change, though they them­
selves will be so far above it all, that they will say, 
"We give Thee thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and wast, and art to come; because Thou hast 
taken to Thee Thy great power, and bu.st reigned.• 
Rev. xi. 15-17. 

This is that long-looked-for time of blessing, when 
the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of Hie Christ, and He ehe.11 reign for ever 
and ever. Rav. xi. 16. The saints of the most High 
■hall posee&i this kingdom (Dan. viL 18), and every
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thing will be gathfrP.d out of it that offends and tl1em 
that do iniquity. Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (�fatt. xiii 
(.1-43); and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces. Isaiah xxv. 8. 

Then will be fulfilled that sure promise to Abraham, "In 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because t·nou hast obeyed my voice." Gen. xxii 18. 

I suppo:_;\e sin will be quite banished from the eartn 
&t that happy ti.me, William i 

No, father, not entirely, though it will be a reign of 
righteousness: not as it is now, the weak going to the 
wall, but" the Lord with righteousness will judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth." Isaiah xi 4. As soon as sin shall make its 
appearance, it will be instantly dealt with. Psalm. ci. 
7, 8. Now it is not so: and "because sentence agains\ 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefoT"e the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil" Eccle,' viii. 11. God is now keeping silence for a 
time, and allowing men, and Satan, to have their own 
way ; then it will not be so, " the Lord will come, and 
will not keep silence." Psalm L 3, 21. This explains 
in a little measure, that mystery which bas perplexed 
the minds of so many of God's people in all ages, how 
that the " wicked man prospereth and bringeth hie 
wicked devices to pass,'' while the righteous is often 
trodden under foot. J er. xii 1, 2 ; Ha.b. i 13. Not 
that the wicked man's actions will be passed over and 
forgotten for ever, far from it; for there is an hour 
coming when for "every idle word that men ehall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of judg­
ment." Matt. xii 36. But God is now sitting on "a 
thr<m6 of grace." Heb. iv. 16. In the kingdom, Christ 
will ei\ on a throne of judgr,umt. Psalm ix. 7-12: 
therefore, sin will then be dealt with immediately. 
The he&rt4 of many will still be unchanged the.n, 
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.,.,. now, but sin and iniquity will be kept down; Satan 
d,nd his a�ente will be gone, and not allo,ved to deceive 
men aa they are now doing. and righteousness and 
peace wiJJ flourish. Psalm lxxii .,_ 7. At. t.he end of 
the thousand Yea.r8 of blessing, however, things will, 
uotwith.otanding, present a very sa,l picture, thus shewing 
that thra unrenewed bean of man ia the same under 
,111 circumstances: for, whether he be in innocence, oa 
Adam in the garden ; or under law, as lsme.l with 
God's visible presence among t.hem; or under grnce, 
aR the Gentiles at th.ii present time; or in t.be enjoy­
wont of the righteoUB reign of Christ, with the absence 
of So.tan from the acene, aa those du.ring the millen­
nium will be, mo.n's weakness and unprofitablen088 ia 
seen: for when "Satan is loosed out of hia prieo» .. " 
and goes "forth to deceiTe the nations which are in 
the four qunrtere of the earth," he gets a vost numbor 
"o.s the sand of the sea" instantly to enrol themselves 
under his banner, and to "go up and compass the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city," to 
fight o.grunst Him who has been their Lord and King, 
and who has done such great things for them. Then 
the wickedness of men and Satan will be endured no 
longer, but "fire will come d.own from God out of 
heaven nnd devour them.» Rev. xx. 7-10. At t.hia
time will come to pass that which the apostle Peter 
■peaks of, "The hMvens shall pass a,vay with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat;
the earth also, and thP works therein, shall be burned
up. . . . . . Nevertheless we, according to His 
promi8e, look for new heavens and a new earth, where­
in dwelleth righteousne&." 2 Pet.er iii 10-13. Thus 
will close the scene of this present world altogether. 

You were speaking of signs to the J ewe, ,viniem, 
"When you were here before. What will be the 
earliest for them, do you think, 

l do not know of any sign for them, fath-,r, until
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they get back agf\in into their own land, and have got J17 
rusalem into their possession. Perhaps the fact that they 
are desiring and taking steps to get there, is the first 
sign to them, for we read, "Thou shalt arise, and have 
mercy upon Zion; for the time to favour her, yea, the 
set time is come; for Thy servants take pleasure in her 
stones, and favour the dust thereof." Psalm cii 
13, 14. This we see they are beginning to do already. 
Not thnt any sign will be apprehended by the 
nation at large, nor yet by the whole of those who are 
in the land of Israel, for they will have received the 
false Christ as thei ,. :Messiah, and therefore will not be 
looking out for the Christ of God; but the signs will 
especially be to the faithful of those days, who will be 
in very great tribulation, and persecution, and will 
indicate to them that the Lord is coming, and that 
therefore "their redemption draweth nigh." Luke xxi 
28. When those who have persecuted them are
destroyed, and they th�m�elves brought into blessing,
the change will be so great that it will seem to them
like a dream: then "their mouth will be filled with
laughter, and their tongue with singing." They also who
are "among the heathen," the ten tribes, will hear of it,
and will say, "The Lord hath done great things for them,"
and will instantly discover that tlte1J themselves are

included in the blessing, and will say, "The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad." They
will then desire to return to their own ln.nd imme­
diately, and will so.y, "Turn again our captivity,
0 Lord, as streams in the south." But it will not be as
it was when they came up out of the lnnd of Egypt, "a
mixed multitude" allowed to go with tbom into Canu.an,
but the Lord will meet thorn on their way, and wiU
purge the rebels out from among· them, and none will
be allowed to enter into the land of Israel, but those
whose hearts arc upright toward God. Psalm ex.xvi;
Isaiah x.n:v. 10 ; Ez•1. XL 34-38.



Thi8 will be a happy time, William, for thie poor 
worlJ, and for the poor brute creation also, thus to be 
brought so near to their ori;..rinnl position-thnt in 
which t11�y were created-auu from which they fell 
through tl1e sin of man. 

It will indeed, father, be a hnppy time, both 
for man and beast. Groaua and sighs will mostly 
cease, and joy and delight be in their stead. Thie is 
the happy time concerning which the mother of 
lobedee•s children requested of the Lord Jesus that 
her "two sons might sit the one on I I is ri�ht band, 
and the other on IJjs left, in His kingdom,. (Matt. :,-..x.
20, 21), and which "the ctisciples thought would imme­
J1atdy appear" when the Lord Jesus was down here, 
in the house of Zacchreus; concerning which al�o they 
contended, while eating the passover, as to which of 
them should be accO\mted the greatest in it. (Luke xxii 
�4--30. But the Lord told them that this was the 
way the Gentiles were acting. They were seeking for 
places of distinction ove1· each other; and those who 
gut authority, and used it, were called benefactors: but 
it was not to be so among them, but just the contrary, 
those who would be chief must take the servant's place, 
for those ''who humble themselves shall be exalted, .. 
"but those who exalt themselves shall be abased." 
Therefore, those who wish to have the highest place in 
the kingdom must take the lowest place now. And 
this remains quite as true of us, in these days, as of 
the apostles. The Lord Jesus took the lowest place, 
when He was down here; "He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the
erode. '\\Therefore God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every nnme; 
that at the name of J csue every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, e.nd things in en.rth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tnnJ:ene i;l,oul,1 confPAA thal 
JetWI Christ. 18 Lord, to the glory of Uod I.he h.Lh,,r.'•
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Thia ta the time, I rnppnRe. William, which the 
Lord JoeUR rofonod to whon speaking of HtmHelf u

a man going into a far country to receive a king• 
dom and to return, and he left hie house o.nd ecrvnn ts, 
and gave every man his work, and commanded the 
porter to watch; and so.id, "\Vatch ye, therefore; 
for ye know not when the 'Master of the house cometh, 
at even, or at midnight, or o.t the cock--crowing, or in 
the morning; lest coming sudtleu.Jy, he find 7ou alee� 
mg. And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch." 
Mark xiii. 35-37. 

It is, father. I have long looked at this beautiful 
Scripture, and have thought it showed forth, in a very 
special way, the present position of the church of God 
upon earth: because we know the Lord Jesus will 
come for us before He will come to take the kingdom 
and reign. And He com pared things down here, during 
His absence, to a night; and, according to the custom 
of the Jews, divided it into its different watches. The 
first watch, or even, is from six o'clock till nine; the 
second watch, or midnight, from nine till twelve; the 
cock--crowing from twelve till three; and the morning 
from three till six. Then the day commences. Now 
if we compare this with the timo that the Lord JesUB

has been away, I think we shall very plo.inly see that 
the course of things down here, both as regards the 
church and the world, b:i.s been shown forth very 
forcibly by these diilorent watches. The time of the 
apostles and the first four or five centuri01-1 mny be very 
properly looked at as tho first watch or even, because 
when the Lord J eeus had risen from the dead and 
taken Hie seat at lli.e !lather's right hand, He then 
sent down the Holy Ghost to sat up a light for God 
upon earth, and it shone very brightly for o. time, but 
it gradually became dim, gotting lower and lower, unti] 
a time of the greatest ignorunce o.nd superstition eel 
In: a10 t.hat from the fifth till tho fifteenth century 



chings were so, that men tl1Am!-10lvee now Npeak of ft 
e.s o. time of midnight darkness, and call it the dark 
agoe. ScriptUl'e always speaks of this present time, 
this interval between the Lord's crucifixion and 
His coming again in glory, as being night. Not but 
that there has been, every now and then, a bright 
star to be seen glimmering through the gloom, even in 
the very thickest of the night, but they have been very 
few, and �hose few scarcely seen because of its dense• 
ness. But in the fifteenth and sixteenth centurief· 
God brought to light the glorious truth of justification 
by faith which had been hid so long, and thereby dis­
persed a great deal of the thickest of the darknesa; 
from that time till the present Goel has been gradually 
sending forth His light and His truth abroad in the 
earth; till, now, where a.re we1 Not that the wicked­
ness of the world has been checked by the light, quitE> 
the contrary, though in some cases it may have changed 
its gross aspect and put on a little better appea1-anct 
but sin bas gone on increasing as the wor<I 
of God tells us it would, so that it was nevP1 
i-,rreater than it is to day. But, oh! father, is not th, 
night indeed far spent, and the day ne,'lr a.t hand t I, 
not that bright and glorious morning-star just abou1 
to burst upon our view1 Because Christ will come fo, 
His chUich in the morning, beforo the day breaks 
li&.d we been living in the first watch-the time of th, 
apostles-we might have said, There is mjdnight ancl 
the cock-crowing to come yet; the Lord may stay tiU 
either of these watches, before He comes: or, He ma., 
stay even till the morning. But now, if, according t, 
the figure, we see that all these watches are passed. 
and we are a long way advanced into the morning, wt­
are, as it were, pushed up into a corner, us Christ, accord 
ing to His own word, must come in the morning. 
And, though to us there are neither sigus nor seuons, 
yet wee.re not justified in being ignomnL of the day11 
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ln which we live. But to many of ll! m&y be repM­

ted what the Lord Jesuseaid to the J�we, booauee they 
did not comprehend the time of His coming in hmnilia­
tion and sorrow. He said, "You can discern the face of 
the ekies, and of the earth, but how is it that you do 
not discern this time1" 

Oh I William, how glad I am that God has, by His 
Spirit, opened my eyes to see these glorious truths, 
though it be now in the time of my old age: ,mi.I I 
pray God thnt thnt huppy moment may not 6.n<l roe 
in any way slumbering or slet,ping, but that I may be 
watchful and sober. And I think the order of those 
event.A is af.so shown forth very plainly, by the Lord ,Jesus 
being spoken of continunlly as t.be :Morning-star in 
connexion with His church. But to the faithful among 
the Jews, and those who fear His name in that 
day, He is spoken of as "the Sun of righteousness, 
arising with healing in His wings." 

Yes, father, it is th UH shown forth very plainly 
indeed: because the morning-star appeare while it is 
yet night, and those only eee it who are up and 
awake; but when the sun rh1es, every one sees it,
because it brings in the day. So will it be with the 
Lord Jesus when He C()meJJ /()'/' Hu church, He will 
come as the Morning-star, and those only will see Him 
whose eyes are open to do so; but, when He comes to
the J ewe, He will cmne to the earth in glory as the 
Sun of righteousness, and bring in the day, thot h11ppy 
day, of joy and blessing to this poor world. But, on 
the other hand, He will consign to an unchnnging 
night of unspeakable sorrow and anguish, all who 
have rejected Him. Luke xix. 27. 

This time of the kingdom, William, brings to my 
mind thot favourite piwnge in the 8th of Proverbs, 
where the Lord ,J e&\18 presents Himself in the chanl.l'ter 
of wisdom, anu speaks of Ilia delight being "with the 
eom of men" before ever the wcirJtl waa, when as yet 
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Be had not m1ute the earth. nor ih"' fl�lct11. nol' th.

fountiunA abounrling with wator. H-., then 11aw m111,

in the distance, and found Hie delight, and intereML in

him. But sin came in, and made a barrier betwe110 
God and man j and thereby, for the time. Aeemed v,

frustrate, and set aside, the purpn�cs of that glorio111:1 
One. But it did not touch His luve, nor hindP-r H111 
feelings toward us, nnd here in this time of ble�fledn81411 
a.nd joy, ChriRt SCl'lll� to get that on which His heart 
was set from nil etornity. 

The Lord .J esns will find a certain measure of satis­
faction at this time, fo.tuer; but things upon earth 
",11 not even then be such as He can be well pleaRed 
with (thiB will only be in the time of the new heavens 
and the new earth), for, as TI"" have seen, sin will still 
be in the world, and though men will bow to Him 
because of His power, and glory, yet we read of many 
"yielding feigned obedience to Him." Psalm xviii 
44-; lxvi. 3. (see margin.) It will not be a. submi��ion 
ln heart, on the part of many, and, therefore, will not 
be that which the Lord can take unmingl�d plea.�ure 
in. This world, which "was created by Him and for 
Him," will have the traces of sin still left upon it at. 
this time as we have seen, but the weakness and failure 
of man, from the beginning, however, will serve as a 
means by which the Father, through that glorious 
One, will bring about a. purpose, which He had purpoi;ed 
in Himself before this world was (2 Tim. L 9), namely, 
of bringing the church into likeness to, and union with 
His beloved Son ; and of forming a bond between 
believers and the Lord Jesus, such as, probably, never 
could have existed, hnd man remained in innocence in 
tho garden of Eden, and had sin never come into the 
world. For, not only has the Lord J esue done tlm.t, 
by which He will have a people in tlte nezo earth 
to delight in; but He will havo a company 11,p tlte-re, 
with Himself, in His own glory, and that accompliRlaetf 
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in Buch a way, that we eho.11 be able t.o Jose sight of 
ourselves altogether, and find our whole joy, and 
delight in Him. And He will ·have His perfect joy, 
and delight in us also, without the possibility of any 
interruption, throughout an unchanging eternity. 
l\lan mny fall in Eden; angels may not keep their 
first estate, but leave their own habitation; but 
we, whom Christ has bought with His own precious 
blood, He hns made as secure as He Him�clf is secure; 
for He has said, "because I live, ye shull live als<>." 
But the accomplishm�nt of this involved a great deal, 
for we had become sim:ers; and "the wages of sin is 
death." This debt we had in<'urred, and it must be paid.
Therefore, if that Holy Lord Jesus would have us np 
there with Himself in His glory, He must first come 
down here, and put Himself in our place, and die in 
our stead And this He ha.s done. He was cruci­
fied "between two thieves," upon mount Calvary, and 
at the close said, " It is finished: and He bowed His 
head and gave up the ghost." Eph. i 4--11. Thus ow 
salvation was accomplished, and everything settled 
and done; and He is now set down at His Father's 
right hand For by (this) one offering He hath per­
fected for ever them that are sanctified. Heb. x. 14. So 
that our hearts are now at leisure from ourselves, and 
we have nothing to do upon earth but seek His glory. 

It is this, William, which bows my soul in worship 
and adoration before Him; for though I delight in the 
glory, and can look forward with joy to t]mt happ1, 
time of which we hav& been speaking: it is when l 
contemplate that Holy, glorious, Son o.f God, as spit 
upon, and nailed to the cross for me, that my heart is 
laid low at Hie feet, and I have nothing to say before 
Him, but Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Jesus I 

Yes, father, it is the dying love of Chri!!t which 
melts the heart of all God's people, o.nd produces true 
worship and adoration before Him. We see tha$ 
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which constituteA the greatest theme of praise In 
boo ven ie, "tlte Lamb tluit ww, slain." And we can 
qnite understand, that when this pure and spotless 
One first mnde His appearance in this world of sin 
an<l death, with what joy the heavenly hosts appeared 
to the shepherds, " praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the hig�. �ctt, nnd on earth peace, good will to­
ward men;" b"cause they saw Him by whom they 
were created, and by whose power they were upheld, 
thus become a babe, wrapped in swaddling bands, and 
lying in a manger, an inhabitant of this world of sor­
row. Isa. ix. 6; Heb. i 3. Also, when He was nailed 
t.o the cross, we can understand the sun withdrawing 
its light, and refusing to see its riiaker thus banging 
on a tree, and the earth quakinf:!, and the rocks rend­
ing, when the Lord of glory bowed His head in death: 
but man, poor man, for whom He died, could become 
the willing perpetrator of that dreadful deed, and 
behold it unmoved. Col i. 14--20; l Tim. iii 16. 

Oh! William, what debtors to mercy we are; for we 
have the same evil nature as those who did it: and 
had we been there would, most liltely, have been fo� 
most in it all 

But we have not yet ref erred to the Lord J eeua 
coming in flaming fire. How do you regard that 1 

You remember, father, that when we were looking 
at the Lord Jesus coming to receive His church, we saw 
His coming prei::ented, in different Scriptures, in various 
aspects, according to the circumstances of each ass�rubly, 
under whose notice it was brought; so also is His 
coming in glory presented in one aspect to the Jew, and 
in another aspect to the world. In the first chapter of 
the second epistle to the Thessalonians, where the 
Lord Jesus is spoken of as coming in .flaming fire, we 
find that the world is persecuting God's people: H� is 
therefore, presented as coming in this way-taking 
t1engeanu. Again, in the book of the Revelation. WE\
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1ee Him coming forth as King of kings, and Lnl'ci oi 
lords; with Hie eyes as a. flo.me of fire, clothed 
ln a vesture dipped in blood, because He is coming to

meet I I iB entmiiea in battle (l8 a man of war. But 
when lie is spoken of as coming to His faithful and 
suffering witnost11es in that day, whether Jew or 
Gentile, it is as their Deliverer, and Saviour: and, to 
those who fea.r His name, as the Sun of righteous­
ness, with healing in His wings. When about t.o 
pnt things straight in this world, He is spoken of as 
" coming with clouds; and every eye shall see Him : 
and they also which pierced Ilim." So also are we 
who believe in Him presented in different n�pccts: for 
sometimes we are spoken of as the saints of God, 
coming with Christ to the mount of Olives; then ngnin 
as the manifested sons of God, and all creation brought 
into blessing at our manifestation; and in the book 
of the Revelation as the armies of heaven, coming 
forth with the Lord Jesus, " on white horses, clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean;" then, after thut., as 
"the bride, the Lamb'a wife:" each case, in accordance 
with the circumsta11ccs in 'l1hich we are presented, 
but all beautiful and glorious, acconh.ug to lliw who 
has done, and ordered it all 

Who do you think, Willinm, they are, who a.re 
t!poken of in the first pnrt of the twentieth chapter of 
the book of the Revelation; ,vho live and roign with 
Christ a thousand years, after. Satan is bound, and 
whose resurrection is called the first resurrection 1 

They, father, are evidently those who had been put 
to den.th, because they would not worship the be11st, 
and his image, and whose souls we see under the altar, 
in. the six.th chapter, crying for vengeance. With 
their resurrection closes the resurrection to life, the 
church anti the old testament saints hnving been 
raised betbro, the whole of which is there spoken 
'lf as the first resurrection iD cont.rust. to the aooon,l. 



32 

,,•hioh la the resurrection t,o condemnation, and 
which will not take place till after the thousand 
years of blessing are over : the Lord J esU8 referred 
to both these events, in the fifth chapter of the 
gospel by John, the one He called the resurrection 
to life, and the other, the resurrection to damnation, or 
condemnation. The souls under the altar crying for 
vengeance, are told to rest yet for a. little season, until 
their fellow-servants and tlieir brethren that should be 
killed as they were, should be fulfilled; and in the end 
of the nineteenth chapter, we see the little season is past, 
and then they get the vengeance for which theycriNl exe­
cuted: and here in the commencement of the twen­
tieth chapter, they g<'t that also for which they did not 
cry, that is the quickening of their mortal bodies, and 
they live and reign with Cl,rist a thousand years. 
Their blood had been spilt by the sword of the Anti­
christ, because they would not bow down and worship 
him. And here they have the reward of their faithful­
ness; their bodies are raised to share the glorywith Christ. 
At one time their cry, when under the altar, pained 
me very much, their impatience for vengeance gave 
my spirit quite a chill, when I read of it, because it 
was so unlike the Lord Jesus, who, when they were 
nailing Him to the cross, said, "Father, forgive them, 
they know not what they do." Stephen also, as they 
were stoning him to death, with his lo.st broath said, 
"Lord, lay not this ein to theu charge." But these 
cry with a loud voice, saying, "How long, 0 Lord, 
holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on tbe earth 1" Bnt when 
I saw there were dinorent companies of saved �aints in 
he.aven, and that they, whose souls John eaw under 
the altar, did not belong to the church-the bride, the 
Lamb's wife--but lll'e a company of another dispensa­
tion, the mystery i .. my mind was solved immediately 
and l could hear their cry without a pang l'Vun u: J 
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o0uld look at King David, the man after God's own 
heart, on hie death-bed giving charge to hie son 
Solomon, concerning Shimei and others, who, on refer­
ring to their past conduct, could say, "His hoar head 
bring thou down to the grave with blood." '\\'hat 
shouJ<I we think of such a death-bed in these days 1 
The child of God would shrink back from it with 
horror. The same may be said of many expre�sions in 
the Psalms. But it was quite consistent with go<lli­
nes..q, in the days of David, and throughout the Jewish 
dispensation, so also will it be in· days yet to come, 
when the church has been taken from the earth. 

Then, William, the fo.ct of their living again being 
called the first resurrection, docs not argue that the 
old testament saints, and the church, have not been 
raised before this time i

Certainly not, father; but aR we have already said, it 
� the finishing up of the resurrection to life. 

But, William, is not this to assert, that there will 
be several resurrections to life 1 

No, father; though those who are saved will not 
all rise at one time, as we have seen, yet properly 
speaking, it is only one resurrection: because those 
different companies will all rise to life everlasting, and 
reign to�r.ther with Christ in glory: whereas, they 
who will be left in their graves, when Christ shall 
appear, will be left to the second resunection which 
is the resurrection to conc.lemnation. 

We having been taught from our childhood that there 
will be only one resurrection-that the wicked and 
the righteuus will all rise together, and stand before 
their judge, as criminals at the bar-it becomes very 
difficult for 118 to. get rid of the old thought, and to 
allow our minds to be turned into another channel, 
how113ver correct and true it may be. 

It is so, William; but it becomes very simple, when 
thus explam� Tb�u in the latter end of the chapter 



there {e the " great white throne, and Him 'Vl'ho sat. 
upon it, from whos'3 face the earth and the heaven 
fled away ; and there was found no place for them : 
e.nd I (John) saw the dead, small. and great, s1.and 
before God; and the books were opened." 

Yes, father, this is the sad and sorrowful pictur0 of

the second resurrection, or the resurrection of the 
wicked dead, those who have died without Christ in 
all ages. Their bodies ho.ve been in their gra.ves, or 
in the sea, or elsewhere, up to this time, when this 
world's history in wn/ne:cion with sin, will close alto­
gether. Then they will be raised, smo.11 and great, 
to stand before God, to receive every one according 
to their works. 

You said it is the scene of the judgment of the 
wicked dead, William; but I see there is the book of 
life spoken of as being open. 

There is, father, but we do not find one mentioned as
having his name in it. You see, they are called tM

dead, though they stand before God. It is also said, 
"the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books." 

But what about the righteous, who die during the 
thousand years of blessing, William1 

It does not appear, father, that the righteous will 
die at all during that happy time ; nor that death will 
then come upon any one, but as the result of sin. This 
being the case, there will be, none of God's people in 
their graves at that time, because all the righteous 
will have been raised before the commencement of this 
time of blessing, and will have been with Christ in 
glory; and aa to the righteous who will be alive upon 
the earth, it does not appear that they will di� at all, 
but their bodies will be changed, es with m, a.t the 
beginning: for we know that " flesh and blood canno� 
inherit the kingdom of God." 1 Cor. xv. 60. 

Then. William. there n.rn the new heaven. and thr 



new earth, spoken of in the twenty-first chapter of the 
Revelation. I suppose this is tho.t ho.ppy period when 
everything connected with this present scene of sin 
and death will b1we passed away for ever. 

Yee, fnthor, the Lord Jesus will have reigned till He 
bath put all enemies under His feet. �I.1he last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death. Iniquity will have 
been put down, and the wicked will have been eent to 
their own place, which is the lake of fire; and the 
Lord Jesus Himself teJIA ne that their worm shall 
nevor die, and the fire wlJl never be quenched. (Mark 
ix. 48-48.) And o.s the apostle Paul lel,i; us, the heavens
will pass away with a great noise-tho elements shall
melt with fervent heat-the earth also, and the works
that are therein, sl1all be burned up. Nevertheless,
we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness; and
here the apostle John tells us that he saw the new
heavens and the new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away, and there was no

more sea. Thie will be a perfect state, which will noi
be the case in the millennium. Hence the new Jerusalem
will come down to the earth, and the tabernacle of God
will be with meu, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be
with them and be their God, and God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes, and thel'e shn ll be no more
death, neither liOrrow nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain, for the fonner things are passed
away. l'Lis will not bo the case during the thousand
years, blessed as it will be : for sin and death will
still be there, though not to the extent it is now. But
in the eternal state they will both be gone for ever, and
everything connected with them. The Lord Jesus will
have subdued all things unto Himself. (Phil. iii. 21.)
Then will He deliver up the kingdom to God, even
the Father, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. x•
28-28.)
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This ie a glorione prospect, William, for the wbole 
redeemed fawlly of God from Au�l dowow1Lrds But 
have we any scripture which will give any idea of Lbe 
position of the bride in the eternal state ? 

1'here is not much said about her, father: bnt she is 
represented by the new Jerusalem, which at this time

is still seen o.s a bride ndorned for her husband, havmg 
all the freshness, iu love and joy, of the marriage day. 
And we know tbnt this our relationsllip with Christ 
will never cease ; but as His bnc.!e we shwl be with 
Him, enjoying His company. Be will be our delight 
as our Saviou1· lWd Redeemer. The One to whom we 
owe our all. And we shall be His delight as the 
especial gift of the Father, and the purchase of Hie 
own blood ; sharing in all His glory as the glorified 
Son of Man. And with Him beholding the glory which 
He had with His Father before this world was. (John 
:r.vii. 22-24.) Jt appears also that the bride, or the new 
Jerusalem will be the especial dwelling-place of God

and the Lamb. (Rev. xxi. 3, �2, �8.) 

- .:a
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