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SCENES IN ~1AORI LAND . 
• 

A Visitor fron1 Afa1·. 

''F / " ,-'2 H EI{E did the gentleman con1e fron1, ,vho 
stayed \vith t1s last night, father?'' \Vas 

~~~ the q11estion that greeted me as I re­
turned at night from busi11ess some,vhat tired, and 
thre,v myself into '' the old arm chair'' in the 
coI·ner, ,vhile my little six-year-old questioner 

. 
unlaced ffi)7 muddy boots, and replaced then1 with 
a pair of \varm slippers, \vhich she had ''toasted'' 
for my arrival. 

'' He came all tl1e ,vay frorn tlaori Land, n1ychild; 
his ho1ne is there ; c.tnd he goes from place to place 
telling the boys a11d girls, and their parents, too, 

B 



Sce1ies i1i A1aori La1id. 

'the old, old story' of Jesus and His love. He has 
. 

come here on a visit to see his friends, and to tell 
us something of the beautiful countr)~ in which he 
lives and labours, but more especially of ,vhat the 
Lord is doing by His Gospel in the salvatio11 of 

ROUND THE FIRESIDE. 

sinners ther·e. For, although the people a,,,a),;·in 
that distant land differ from us in man)' things, 
there is one thing in '"·hich \Ve are just the san1e. 
\Vhat do you think that is?'' 



A Visitor fro11i Afar. 

'' I do not knO\\' , father. vVhat is it?,, 

'' I \vill tell ) ' OU. We are all sinners, alike in 
need of a Saviour, and this is what the gentleman, 
,vho ,vas l1ere last night, tells them." 

'' \Vhereabot1t is Nlaori Land? I never saw that 
nan1e in n1y geography, or on any of our n1aps at 
school,'' said another young voice. I began to see 
that if I answered all the questions with which 
I was likely to be plied co11cerning 1'Iaori Land, I 
would have a poor chance of getting my tea in 
peace; so I made the proposal, that if the whole 
circle \vould go on with lessons until I had finished, 
I ,vould tell them son1ething of the wonderful 
country fron1 ,vhich our visito1· of the previous 
night had come; or, in other ,vords, would give 
them a few peeps at Maori Land with its peoples, 
and tell then1 somethi11g of their strange hon1es 
and habits. 

Lessons ,vere got through that night with 
remarkable speed, and by the time I had finished 
n1y" tea, my audience had got seated on the rug 
before the fire, witl1 atlas, geography, and every­
thing in apple pie order, to hear tny story of 1'1aori 
Land, with its strange inhabitants. 

The sum and substance of \vhat I told to the 
little circle that evening, and son1e eve11ings after, 
I 110,\· tell to ) rou. 



• 

Tl1e La11d of tl1e Maoris. 

~(g-= PTF yot1 look at the 111ap of Australasia, you 
: • i : will see away at the extrerne south t\vo 
:
1 
- , _ _ : large islc.1nds, bearing tl1e na111e of New 

Zealand. This is tl1e cot111tr)' ,vhicl1 I called l\1aori 
Land. l\I)' reaso11 for gi\1 ing it tl1is name is, because 
the original inl1c.tbitants \\'ere n~tmed 1,1 ao1'is (,vhich 
tneans natives); c:tnd ot1r frie11d \Vas telling us last 
night what an i11tcresti11g people they are, and ho\v 
eager some of them are to hear the glad tidings of 
the Saviour's love. But, alas! tl1ey are fast dying 
out, so that very likely, in the course of a few years, 
1f aori Land ,vill be ,vitl1out a !\Iaori. 

The interest in 111y little circle of listeners had 
been so increased by this brief reference to the 



clying race, tl1at a \\1 l1ole sh o,\1cr of qt1estio11s 
• 

follo\ved i1n111 ecli ;tteJ, . ... 

\Vl1at ,1.re tl1e ~l,loris lil~e ? 

Are the)' blacl~, like tl1e Africa11s; or ,vhite, 

like us? 

Are they cannibals? Are tl1ere ,vild beasts in 
11Iaori Land? 

I think the best \Va)' ,vill be for 1ne to begin at 

the very beginning, a11d tell yo11 first about the 
coz1,1itry; next, abot1t its people .: a11d then, if I have 

time, about tl1eir /1r;111cs a11d J1abils. 

Sit all rot1nd no,,,, a11d gi,·e 111e )rour atte11tion 

for half-an-hour. 
Ne,,,. Zealand \\1as tl1e 11 ,1111 q gi ,·en to this large 

isla11d-or, 111ore corretl:1)1, ccJt1ple of islands; fo1, 
as you \\'ill see, tl1erc is a north an(] a so11th island, 

divided by Cool< s ~ tr,1it. It \\'as fi1~s t n1ade known 

to the civilized ,vorld b)' a Dt1tcl1 discoverer, 
named Tasn1a11, abot1t tl1e )·ear 1642. This same 

explorer is said to l1avc first discovered the island 
of Tasn1ania, a11cl call ed it bj, his O\vn nan1e. He 

vvas said to have fot111d 11 ,ttives of in1mense size, 
,vitl1 great cl,1bs in tl1eir l1 ,1nds, striding along its 

shores, wl10 threatened to se ihe l1is ships, and kill 
his sailors, so that Tasn1 ftn did r1ot venture to land, 
but steered his ships back to the Indies, ,,,here he 

told of his discoverv. 
~:\.l1nost 11ot l1i11 g , l10,ve,1er, ,,;as k110,,111 o f the ne,,: 



Sce11es i11 1\1 aori La11d. 

cot1ntrj·, till aptain Cook gained a footing 011 its 

shores, al1out the )'ear I 772, ancl trc.tded \\' i tl1 t lie 
natives, ,vl1on1 l1e found to be savages a11d c,1r111il)als. 

Of this there can be no doubt, for abo11t te11 years 

later, when a French vessel reached the Bay of 

Islands, her captain and sixtee11 officers went on 

shore, but ne,·er returned : thej' \\'ere bt1tchered 
and eate11 h\r the nati,?es. \" ou \\"ill tJnderstand .., 

better \\1he11 , ,ou ren1e111ber tl1is, ,,,hat the I)saln1ist 
~ . 

tneans, wl1e11 he says: '' The dark !)laces of the 
earth are ft1ll of tl1e habitations of crt1elt) ' (Psalrn 
lxxi,,. 20). Bt1t ,,,e 11eed not ,vonder, for before the 

light of the Gospel carne to our O\\'n beloved land, 
• 

it ,vas peopled b1, painted savages; if 11ot as ,vild, 

quite as ignora11t of God, ,tnd as cruel to their 

fellowmen as the 1Iaoris of these early ti111es. I-Io\V 

thankful we ot1ght to be that God did 11ot leave 11s 
to sit in clark11ess and in the shade,,, of decttl1, bt1t 

se11t tl1e glad tidings of sal,,ation to 011r sl1ores 

long before the f aoris heard it. 

I vvill r1ot go into details of t11e histor}' of tl1is 
strange countr}', \\tith its ,, .. ars and blooclshed but 

there is 011e incide11t ,vhich I m11st 11ot pass O\ er -~ 

it is so full of interest. 
Up to tl1e year 1840, there was no settled rt1ler 

or Govern111ent in Ne\\T Zealand. Each tril)e l1ad 
its chieftain l)ut there ,vas no head, no la,\r no 

co111mo11 interest amo11g the111. The c,)11sec1 ue11ce 



was, that co11tinual ,vars raged, the strong over­
po\,,ering tl1e ,veak, \vith terrible bloodshed. Then 
it \vas, that Queen \ 7ictoria and l1er Govc1~11menttook 
possessio11 of the land of the 11aoris; not to put 
them into bondage, but to gi,,e them liberty. The 
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treaty \vhich ,vas made and sig11cd by the Maori 
chiefs, and her Majesty Queen Victoria, so simply 
illt1strates what happens when a sinner is truly 
con,·erted, that I \vill read )'OU a part of it. 



Sce11es i11- A1 aorz'. La11d. 

-· '' The chiefs of the tribes of N e\V Zealand, cede 
to her Majesty the Queen of England, absol11te, 
and without reservation, all the rights and po,vers 
of sovereignty they possess ove1-- their respective 
territories.'' 

'' That in consideration thereof, her Majesty the 
Queen of England, extend to the natives of New 
Zealand her royal protection, and impart to then1 
all the rights and privileges of British subjects .• , 

So )'OU see there was a free surrender on their 
part; and immediately this was done, they had 
the rights of British subjects given them, and the 
protection of the British throne·extended to them. 
So it is when the rebel sinner st1rrenders to tl1e 
Lord J est1s; he is at once forgiven, accepted as a 
son, translated into a new kingdom, whose Ruler 
is the Son of God's o,vn lo,Te, and all the power of 
God and the armies of heaven are pledged to defend 
and protect the 011e ,vho puts his trust i11 the Name 
of the Lord. 

A Scotchman, who emigrated ,vith his fan1ilj" to 
New Zealand a number of );ears ago, rented a 
farm in a ,vell cultivated part of the island. He 
had toiled hard for t,venty years on his ''croft' in 
the far North of Scotland, but could make little 
head\vay in the c11ltivation of the land, it was so 

• barren and so full of thistles. He \\ras told the 
New Zealand farm he had rented ,vas so rich in its 



Tlie La11d of tlze 1\!l aoris. 

soil, that two crops might be gathered ever1., year 
vvith little or no tillage. Imagine his st1rprise to 
find tl1at when the first crop appeared there 
appeared also a heavy crop of lus old ene1ny, 
'' The Scotch Thistle." How it had come there 
was a mystery, yet, there it was, in all its native 
strength, and in spite of all the farmer's efforts, 
he could not rid it out from his fields. The story 
of its presence in New Zealand is said to be as 
follows :-A Scotch farmer, who went to the island 
many years ago, took witli him a quantity of some 
special kind of wheat seed, which he was anxious 
to sow in the ne,v countr)'· .1.i\s a 1·emembra11ce of 
'' Auld Scotia," he took out a very small quantity 
of seed of the Scotch thistle, desiring to preserve 
the emblem of his country in 011e thistle plant ·in 
his garden. ·The wheat and thistle seed were both 
sown in New Zealand soil, and both gre\v. But 
,vhile that special ,vheat, of ,vhich the farmer 
carried ot1t the first seed, is no longer to be found 
growing on the island, the '' Scotch Thistle '' is to 
be found e,lef)7\vhere, in such abt1ndance too, that 
farmers find it in n1any places their greatest enem)1 • 

\Ve may learn from tl1is that ,vhile that which is 
good, and according to God, is al\vays difficult to 
keep in gro\vth and fruitfulness, that which is evil 
and of Satan spreads and thrives every\vhere. 
Th11s sins and evil habits gro\\' and spread, because 
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they are indigenous to the ht1man heart, \Vhich has 
their roots deeply cn1bedded in it; but before good 
fruit can be gathered, the '' good seed'' of the 
Word must be sown, a11d received by faith as 
God's message, then the receiver of that Word is 
'' born again''-'' born of God,'' and with a new 
life and a new nature in him he bears fruit to God 
\Vhich can never perish or die out, but endures for 
ever. 

Instead of being a sa,,age countr)1 , filled ,vith 

war and bloodshed, N e"v Zealand is no"v a peaceful 
and a prosperous island. There are no ,vild beasts 
in its forests; thousands of pretty singing birds flit 
among its trees; monarch ferns adorn its quiet 
glades, a11d the whole atmosphere is filled ,vith 
fragrant odours. Thousands of sl1eep browse on 
its plai11s; merchant ships sail on its waters; great 
cities stand where 011ce 11aori huts or whares alone 
,vere seen; and, instead of the ,var-cry and the 
,var-dance, the Gospel of peace and the song of 
salvation are heard resoundi11g tl1rot1gh tl1e ,,alleys 
of l\1aori Land. \\i1hat a tnerc1·, and \Vhat a blessing! 
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Peeps at the Mc1oris. 

,~~-~ :t\IC'ST 110\v tell )·ot1 somethi11g abot1t tl1e 

• d welle1~s in this fi11e coL1ntrv ; and I ,\·ill 
• -

j: =======:- : go back to tl1e tir11e \Vhe11 it ,,,as inhabit~d 
b)r unci,,ilized sa,,ages ir1 tl1eir nativ ... e ,var-pai11t 

b efore the Gospel's sou11d ,vas heard or1 their shorl•s . 

1'1aori tradition sa)7S that tl1e first of their r,1ce 
was a chief named Tzt1'i, ,vho Cctme from an isla11d 
in the Pacific i11 a canoe, and ,,,as soon after,varcls 

joined b)' another cl1ief 11an1cd .1\1 a1zaia, ,,,ho httd 

to fly frorn his cot111tr)' becal1se of a crin1e he h l<l 

con1mitted. In the ca11oes of these t,vo chieftai11s 
,vere the men 'A·l10 beca111e a11cestors of the tril>es 

• 

wl1ich bare the 11arnes of Tara12al?i, TVa1iga1111i, 

Ra11gitikei, T1l1 aipawa, and otl1er tribes, ,vhose nam es 
are still retained as the nan1es of counties or 

districts i11 tl1e Sot1th Island. 



• 

They fot1nd a fe\v t1narn1ed natives along the 
shore, whon1 tl1e)1 drove into the interior, r1r1d 
took possession of their land. Each tribe had its 

chieftain, and there was incessant war betvveen 

them. Many of the tribes were, through time, 
corn pletely rot1ted out by war; others, once powerful, 

were reduced to a mere handful. The least injury 
done, or quarrel bet,veen individuals, often led a 
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whole tribe to \Var, and caused the death of 

thousands. \Ve need scarcely \Yonder at this, when, 
in our O\\·n time, ci,til ized, and e\ren profe~sedl)T 
Christian cot1ntries, ,,,ill go to \\Tar \vith each other 

over some paltry '' point of honour,'' or for some 
valueless piece of ground. 

Some of the most disastrous of the N e,v Zealand 



Peeps at tlte 1,1 aoris. 

wars were provoked by the inhumanity of the 
white man. A vessel 11an1ed the Boyd, sailing to 
New Zealand, had 011 board a you11g l\1aori, the 
son of Tarra, a Wangaroa chief, who ,vas in feeble 
health. The captain of the vessel treated this 
youth vvith brutal severity, and flogged hin1 in the 
presence of the crew, because he could not \Vork 
as a sailor. The young chieftain bore the injury 
in sile11ce; but when he reached his father and his 
tribe, he showed the111 the 111arks of tl1e English 
captain's lash on his back, and the heathens vowed 
they \VOt1ld be revenged. \Vl1en the captain a11d 
crew went on shore, they \Vere surrounded by the 
angry .Wangaroa :warriors, and in1mediately killed 
a11d eaten, \Vith the exception of one lad, who had 
showed kindness to the chieftain's son. 

When the news of this reached England, a thrill 
of horror· passed throL1gh the cou11tr)1 , and paved 
tl1e ,vay for the bri11ging of the islat1ds tinder British 
rt1le. 

In \var, the)' \Vere savage and crt1e1. Influenced 
b)r passion, ,v hich ,vas ,vorked up b)' the orators 
of the tribe, relating in the ears of the \varriors 
its former battles, thus goading them on, until they 
thre,v off their mat clothing, daubed their bodies 
,vith war-paint of red ochre and charcoal, twisting • 
their long 111atted hair i11to coils, \vhich ,vere adorned 
,vith feathers. 111 this \vild, and to us, ludicrous 
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garb, they began 

\vhich of all tl1e 

their extraordinary 

Maori custo111s of 

da):s was the most to l)e dreaded, 

al vva ys f ollovved by bloodsl1ed. 

,,,a1--da11ce, 

these early 

because it \\'as 

Shall I tell )10U ,vhat it ,vas lil{e, just to show 
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ho,v far men- who do not kno\v God, the God of 

lo\re•- can be led by Satan, \vho is the instigator of 

all \\.-ar and bloodshed, for you remember the Lord 
tells us he ,vas '' a mt1rderer from the beginning?\~ 



Peeps at tlie ~1 aoris. 

When a war-dance was about to begin, the whole 
of the l\!Iaori fighting men ,vere drawn up in lines 
of from five to fifty deep, according to the strength 
of the tribe. They all squatted on the ground, 
until, at a given signal from the chief, they sprang 
to their feet, each with his weapon in his hand. 
Then jumping several feet from the grou11d, 
brandishing their weapons in the air, they yelled 
until their faces were distorted, and until every 
muscle in their bodies quivered. 

The weapons that in these days were used in 
war, were the native clztb and 111eri, the latter 
resembling a butcher's cleaver, and was used in 
the most barbarous fashion, the chief aim being 
to inflict as much pain as possible. 

I must now tell you what the Maoris are like, 
or rather what their appearance was in their natural 
state before the Gospel reached them, and the 
influence of civilization and British rule were 
brought to bear upon them. 

For you must remember that the Maoris of our 
time, among which our visitor of last evening 
labours, are but a poor a11d feeble race, compared 
with the warriors of the days long gone by. 

The ~Iaori physically \Vas well formed, stately 
in appearance, and very agile and strong, although 
by no n1eans prepossessing in appearance, o,ving 
to deep tattooing on his face. His dark, sharp ey~es, 

• 
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coitld look kindly, and there was in ordinary times 
a true affection manifested toward his children and 
friends; but even this affectio11 was often shown 
in a n1ad and outrageous man11er. Just think of 
a father, in bidding farewell to his son, falling on 
his neck witl1 tears, and smothering him ,vith 
kisses to begin with; and then, after his nature 
had been fanned into a flame of wild excitement, 
piercing him with sharp flint, until he drew blood 
from his veins. 



Maori . Homes and Habits. 

HE l\Iaori house or wlza·re, was generally 
111ade o·f tin1ber or bulrushes, carefully 

·1 lined ,,,ith plaited leaves of paltn trees. 
The wood\,vork ,vas generalljrcarved with much taste 
ar1d sl<ill ; tl1e ,,,indo\vs were usually small, a11d, like 
the doors, ,vere closed by slidi11g shutters. There 
vvas 1to fur11iture inside. A .heap of bulrushes on 
the floor served as a bed, a fe,v red-hot stones were 
their cooking ute11sils, a calabash as water-jar, a 
stone axe their only tool. Flax, the chief product, 
was t1sed for ,veaving nets, clothes, and native 
1nats, ,vhich the ,vomen spent most of their time 
in ,\·eaving, ,,,ith t\\'O sticks. So slo,\' ,,,as this 
process, that it is said so1netimes three months 

. 
,,rere spent in ,,,ea,,i11g tl1eir chief garn1ent, which 

C 
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was worn only by persons of rank. The patai was 
a small kilt, extending from the waist to the knees, 
and was worn by the common people. • 

But the most extraordinary characteristic of the 
Maori was the tattooing of the face. To the 

~ 

' 

'• 
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A TATTOOED CHIEF, 

uncivilized ,varrior, this ,vas the chief attraction, 
and to hi1n the ideal of beaut)' · But it \\~as acquired 
at an enormous cost, for the cur,Ted lines on the 
,varrior's face ,vere acquired bj· a terrible ordeal. 
So intense ,vas the agon)', ,vhile it is being perfor111ed, 



1,f t101'i H 01,ies ,111,cl Habits. 

tl1at only small portions could be done at a time. 
You will 11ot \vonder whe11 I tell you how it was 

performed. 
The person to be tattooed, laid his head between 

the l{nees of the operator, who made incisions in 

.\ ~IAOHl \'OU NG \VO~tAN. 

l1is flesh ,vith a sharp ,,,l1alebone, according to the 

pattern \\1a nted, ,,·hile those around sang, to dro\vn 
l1is screa111s, ,vhile the punctt1res ,vere being made. 

Then soot, mixed ,vith oil, and kept for generations 
for tl1e purpose, ,vas rubbed i11to the punctured skin, 



leavi11g pern1a11e11t tnark~. 111 the 111cn the ,vhole 

face and 11eck ,,rere t1st1c1ll,· co,,ered ; in the \\'0me11 ., 

the lips and 11eck 011ly. Or11a111ents ,vere hung 

about the bod)' , a11cl throt1gh tl1e lobe of the ear a 

trinket, a pi1)e, or e,1e11 dead birds, ,,,ould ofte11 

dangle. 

\,Vl1e11 a cl1ild \V,ts borr1, it was \\'rapped up a11d 

laid in the su11 ; \vl1en eigl1t days old, it was carried 

to the side of a stream, a11d 11amed after one of 

its ancestors; tl1en it ,vas consecrated to the '' god 

of \Var," and a J)riest of tl1e tribe addressed a 
• prayer to the t1r1l,11owr1 god to rnake the child cruel, 
and if a bo,,. a ,,,arrior . ., . 

Ho,v all this s110,,1s t1s tl1e po\\1e 1- of Sata11, ,,1ho 

holds tl1ous,111ds ~t11cl 111illio11s i11 tl1e cruel fetters 

of l1e,tthcn d,:trl,11ess. 

a11d te11der Scl ,,i,ot1 r 

redee111i11g lo\1 , l1as 

poor l1e~1tl1e11 : s11cl1 

)'ears go11e lJ)r. 

No God of lo\·e, 110 gracious 

110 l1e,irt-111elti11g star); of 
e,1e r l)ee 11 hea1·d of b,· the .. 
~ts ,,,ere the 11 ,toris of the 

• 

I ,,,ill close tl1is })art of 111)1 story by sho\\1ing 

)~Otl the picture of a 1f aori paztli or \~illage, not far 

fron1 \Vangan11i, and will tell )10 U ,vhat an English 

lady, who was r1ot long ago a visitor there, says 

about it. 
'' The wlza1'es, or l1ot1ses, are small hovel-like 

places, made of ca11c, or long toi grass, bound 
together ,vith flax, or "t strong creeper, na111ed 



11'[ aori H 0111es aJzd Ha bits. 

'Supple Jack.! A lo\\1 door, co,,ered \\titl1 a \'erandal1, 
in front, throL1 crh ,,, 11 icl1., if y·ot1 look, :}' OU ,vi 11 
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• 

children playing about. The houses are generally 
very dirty, and the children are allowed to do 
,vhate\'er they like, no at1thority being exercised 
over then1 by the mother. 

'' The babies, with their fat chubby faces, jet 
black hair, and brown faces, are carried, when 
young, on their mothers' backs. ' As we entered 
the encampment we first came to a wliare, where 
a Maori ,voman stood by the open door, \vashing 
herself. She held out her wet hand to greet me. 
In one large wliare an old man, whose hair was 
quite white, sat with his spectacles on, reading a 
Maori Bible, while his wife stood lea11ing against 
him, listening. 1 It was a pleasant sight to look 
upon this old couple, thus engaged, with the Book 
of God; and when the aged man looked up, there 
was such a beam of intelligence and peace upon 
his face.'' , 

No doubt, when-

,' From every kingdom of earth they come, 

To join the triumphal cry," 

there will join in the great co11gregation, who sing 
the Redeemer's praise, some from the scattered 
villages of Nlaori Land. 



The Maori's Religion. 

~ ~T you ~ust not suppose that the dwellers 
1 

1 
~ : 1n Maon Lan~ of these days gone by 

... ,r--=. ~ . 
1 

were only warriors. They had a god, or 
gods, whom they worshipped, or perhaps dreaded, 
for the gods of the heathen are all '' angry gods.'' 

Their religion, if such it could be called, was a 
strange mixture of superstition and delusion. They 
believed that at death the soul left the body to 
live in another region, either in happiness in a 
far-off world, or in misery in a nearer sphere. The 
body was painted white, dressed ,vith feathers, and 
laid in the ancestral burying ground, amid many 
weird ceremonies. \Vitchcraft ,vas practised to a 
terrible degree, and all diseases and death were 
attributed to spirits, who had been in some way 

• 



inst1lted or wronged by the person, or the tribe to 
,,rhich he belonged. 

In common with all l1eathen natio11s, the 11! aoris 
of these ancient days had a ,veird and pect1liarly 
revolting ser\,ice over their dead. The devil, b), 
whose powe1· the dark minds of tl1e l1eathen ar·e 
blinded, and their reason perverted, seems to gain 
his chief advantage b)' misrepresenting the realn1 
of death, and what lies beyond it i11 tl1e world of 
spirits. The ideas of the heathe11 regardi11g the 
dead, are, in many cases, most extraordinary; but 
we need 11ot vvonder 1n uch at t}1is, wh en ,ve 
rer11ember that in 011r own land, ,vith all its 
civilization and light, men who have turned their 
backs on the Bible, and ,vho have ceased to be 
guided by the thoughts of God on such subjects, 
have descended into ideas, which, however n1ucl-1 
more refined and plat1sible, are just as far from 
being according to the revealed ,vill of God, as the 
most hideous ideas of the heathen. Man ca11 tell 
and teach us much regarding the present ,,,orld, 
and the things of tin1e; but concerning eternit1,, 
and the world be)'011d, only God can speak ,vith 
certaint)1 , and gi\1e 11s inforn1ation regarding the 
great future to which ,ve are all hastening. The 
reason for this is, that God alone, as the prophet 

. tells us, is '' the high and lofty' One that inhabiteth 
eternity'' (Isaiah lvii. 15) . 

• 



Tlze M aori's Religio1t. 

Eternity is as well known to God as time, and 
what He has been pleased to tell us is all we need 
to l<now. How grand to be able to lool{ onward 
into eternity ,vithout fear, and with the certai11ty 
that it is to be spent with God and the Lamb in 
these bright regions of eternal glo1·y, when all who 
have been saved by grace ,vhile here on earth, shall 
be gathered in one g1~and, glorious coin pany, to 
sing the p1·aises of Him ,vho was slain, by \vhose 
blood they ha \'e been \vashed fron1 all their sins, 
and made fit to d\vell in that bright and happ}1 

land. I \Yonder if ,ve ca11 all join, and truthfully 
• 

• sing 
11 I have a home above 

From sin and sorro\v free, 
A mansion ,v hich eternal love 

Designed and formed for me. 

"My Saviot1r's precious blood 
Has made my title sure ; 

He passed through deatl11 s dark raging flood, 
To make my rest secure." 

\i\Then the first herald of the Gospel went to the 
Maoris, they found them st1nk in these idolatries. 
Here is the description give11 by one :vho k11e\v 
them:-

'' \\1hen a 1'1aori dies, the frie11ds lament his 
death with all the rites of tapzt . As soo11 as the 
soul departs from the bod)', a band of singers begin 
to chant their ,,,eird dirges, to send the departed 
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spirit to the realms abo\?e. In the case of a chief, 
or a rich Maorihavingservants, a slave is slaughtered 
to atte11d his master in the spirit world, ,vhere he 
is supposed to req11ire such luxuries as he had been 
accustorned to here. It fares worse with the lifeless 

~1AORI ~{OTHER AND CHILD. 

body. The second da)r after death it is beaten 
with rods then decked with ,\rar paint and feathers, 
and placed in a sitting posture, while the friends 
and those of the same tribe dance around, ,vailing 
bitter!)·, the relatives cutting themsel,·es till the 
blood gushes forth . Then the body is put in a 
box, suspended to a tree, and allo,,·ed to hang, 
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while they feast and dance for a week, or longer, 
son1etimes till the next great annual assembly of 
the tribe. Then it is taken down, and laid in the 
ancestral burying ground. The widow of the dead 
man often takes her life, in order to bear her 
husband company in the spirit world, leaving her 
children destitute orphans. At certain times the 
spirits of the departed are supposed to visit their 
friends on earth, with \vho1n the)l converse through 
the medium of some notable necromancer." 

Such were the beliefs of the ignorant N!aoris, 
and such, alas! are the beliefs of thousands and 
tens of thot1sands in heathendom still. Nothing 
can chase a,vay the darl<ness, or break the power 
of Satan, vvho, by means of it, holds them his 
captives, but the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ. Blessed be God, wl1erever its cheering 
beams shine forth, and are received by faith as 
God's message to the heart, the darkness flees 
away, and the delivered and happy soul begins to 

♦ 

sing 
" I heard the voice of Jesus say. 

'I am this dark world's Light; 

Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
.. i\nd all thy day be bright : ' 

I look'd to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my Star, my St1n; 

i.\nd in that Light of life I 'll walk 
Till travelling da}'S are done 
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St1ch, tl1en, is a brief description of the Maoris 
as the)' existed i11 the past; and so far as their 

appearance, thei14 hornes, and son1e of their habits 
are concerned, they are st1ch till the prese11t tirne, 

011ly the vvar-spirit is not to be found, or at an)· 

rate it is not allo\ved to break forth as it did in 
years gone by. The l\!Iaoris are n1ostly no,v to be 

found i11 small villages, far from the large con1-
mercial cities, where tl1e vvl1ite 111an lives and rules, 

quietly li,,. ing i11 their wliarcs #; and are, for the 111ost 

part, eki11g out a lazy a11d n1iserable existence, 
quite conte11t if tl1e)' can grow as n1any potatoes, 

a11d as m t1ch flax as ,vill feed and clothe ther11sel,·es 

a11d their fa111ilies. 
The palt of a cl1ief is a l<.ind of fortificatio11, 

generally on the top of a hill. It is forn1ed by 
driving into the ground a double fe11ce of strong 

\\'ooden stakes. These are tigh tl)1 knotted together, 

with a stro11g, fibrot1s creeper, which is found in 
the forests. On e\1e1~y second or third stake is a 

car\red figure, usuall): a hideous face, grinning in 

savage rage, to frighten any approaching foe. Into 
this enclosure the ,,,ome11 a11d children are brought 
in tin1es of danger. In the old days of ,\Tar these 

palzs \Vere found most difficult to attack b)' the 
invaders. In addition to the ot1ter fence, ,vhich is 
strongl)' 111ade, there is a11 inner fet1ce, pierced at 
every fe,v yards ,vith l1oles, tl1rough ,vhich muskets 
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may be fired, the only 111eans of entra11ce being by 
heavy sliding doors. Happil)' tl1ese fortified paJis 
are no longer used for tribal warfare, but rather as 
a protection against robbers, and such like. 

In these rude, yet strong habitations, they pass 
their days in peace; and visitors, who have gone to 
see their manner of life, tell how pleasantly and 
peacefully they spend their spare hours, singing 
their chants and songs, accompanied by the flute 
and trumpet, the only 1nusical instruments they . 
seem to possess. The children play their favourite 
game of '' poi," with balls and string, \vhile their 
parents sit by the wlzare door, telling ad\1entures; 
or, if taught to read, with a book, fron1 \vhich one 
reads to a crowd of eager listeners. I have heard 
of several of the Lord's servar1ts going out to these 
pahs on a Summer's e,tening, to tell the wondrous 
story of redeeming lo\1e, jt1st as we do he1·e some­
times in the colliery villages; a11d l1ow tl1e men, 
,vomen, and children gather arot1nd and liste11 
with attention and interest to the 111essage. 

A Glasgo\v gentleman, ,,,ho spent some time in 
1\Iaori Land after the Gospel l1ad been carried to 
the natives, gives such a nice description of them 
in one of his letters, that I think I m11st read part 
of it to )'Ou, and thus conclude my stOf)' for the 
present. 

He sa)"S: '' \i\1hi~e li,ting for a fe\\' da):s i11 the 
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hut of a11 Englishman, at a part of the coast very 
little frequented, I heard morning after morni11g 

about daybreak-when, as Captain Cook beautifully 

observes, the warbling of the sr11all birds in New 
Zeala11d appears like the tinkling of little bells­

the sound as of a person striking an iron bolt. I 

fou11d this to be a call to morning prayer, ar1d that 
on a spot of ground cleared for the purpose, all 

the dwellers i11 the little village assembled beneath 

the canopy of heaven, to offer up in unaffected 
piety their grateful thanks and pra)l'ers to tl1eir 

Great Creator." 

To begin the day in praise and prayer is the 

sure way to have a da1, of peace and blessing; and 
surely in this the ~laori villagers n1ay teacl1 us all 
a lesso11. I ,,,.onder ,vhere the village is i11 our 

favoured la11d \\1l1ere tl1e people could be gc.tthered 

in st1ch a ma11ner? vVe can at any rate do so as 

fan1ilies or as i11dividuals. There is a favourite 

hy111n, entitled, '' The Secret of a Happy Day,'' 
which I often think of, and which you might all 
lear11 to repeat. It is very s,veet to those ,vho are 

the children of God. I ,vill repeat part of it to 

) 10U: 

'' Begin the day ,vith God ; 

I~neel do\vn to Him in pra)'er ; 

Lift up thy heart to His abode, 

And seek His love to s~1are. 
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• • Open the Book of God, 
And read a portion there, 

That it may hallow all thy thoughts, 
And sweeten all thy care. 

"Lie down at night with God, 
\Vho gives His servants sleep ; 

And when tho11 tread'st the vale of death, 
He will thee guard and keep." 

Here I must stop for to-night. If you care to 
hear something further of the Maoris and Maori 
Land, I will tell you, another night, what to my 
mind is by far the most interesting part of their 
story, namely, how the glad tidings of full an<l 
free salvation, through Jesus' Name, was carried 
to them h}1 brave and devoted men, and ho,v it 
wrought its wonders an1ong the painted warriors 
of these distant isles, as it does wherever it is 
believed and received as tl1e message of God's love 
to man. There is 11othing in all the ,vorld, go 
whe1~e you will, that ca11 for a mon1e11t be compared 

to the triumph of the Gospel of Christ. 
Just think for a moment, what a miracle of God's 

grace has been ,,,rought \\There a painted sa,.rage, 

in ,vhose prese11ce )"Our life v\1ould 11ot have bee11 
safe for a 1no111ent, ,vho vvould not have hesitated 
to kill and then eat bis fello,v-man, ,vhose life ,vas 
spent in ,var and bloodsl1ed, no,,, transformed i11to 
a gentle follower of Christ, dailjT singing the praise 
of God, praying for his ene1nies, and seeking to 

• 
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carry to l1is o,vn kindred, who are yet in darl{ness 
as he once ,vas, the glorious Gospel of Christ. 
This is what has actually been seen, and 1nay at 
the present hour be seen in that land ,vhere the 
Gospel has vvrought its wonders amo11g the 
people of thes~ far Southern Isla11ds, kn0\\'11 as 
'' The Maoris. '' 



In the Land of Savages; 
OR, lVIAORI LAND AS IT WAS AND IS. 

An Unexpected Meeting. 

HE rain had poured all the afternoon, and 
the muddy streets of Glasgo,v were any­

==: thing bt1t pleasant walking. I had been 
there all day, and was detained an h o ur beyond 
my usual time, so was glad to get o ff my wet 
coat, and seated by the ,,,arm fireside. As my 
t\velve-11ear-old daughter dre,,, on ID)~ ,varm slippers, 
I said: '' \\1ho do you think I met in Glasgow 
to-da)'? '' Several guesses ,vere 1nade, b ut as the 
proper ans\\'er ,vas all but an impossibility, I let 
the secret out, by Sa),i11g: '' A shepherd from n1Iaori 

F 
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Land, ,vho can speak the Maori la11gt1age, a11d who 
has Ii ved in the 11 aori palis, and told tl1ere the stor)' 
of J est1s and His love. I kno,v you \vill be delighted 
to know that l1e has promised to co111e do,vn here 
one night soo11; so you will hear fro1n hi1n some­
thing of the 1i1aoris and their vvays, about which I 
was telling you the other evening.'' 

There was great expectation arnong the young 
folk to hear the latest from Maori Land, fro1n one 
who had lived there; so in order to bri11g my story 
up to date, and prepare the way fo1· our expected 
visitor, I told ,vhat had happened in the intervening 
years since the Gospel ,vas first carried to the 
shores of N e\v Zealand, of ,vhich the follovving is 
the sum:-

The young shepherd frorn ~Iaori Land had been a 
soldier. God met and saved him \Vhile in the British 
Army, and soon after he bought his libert)' and 
emigrated to New Zealand. There, \vhile pursuing 
his daily toil, he learned the Maori language and ,vas 
soon able to read to them and preach to them in their 
scattered villages the glad tidings of salvation. It 
was pleasing to hear, too, that there are several 
Christian young men in New Zealand, \vho are 
deeply exercised about giving themsel,,es to the 
work of living among the ~Iaoris, in order that 
they may reach then1 \Vith the Gospel. 



• 

Professio11 a11d Possession. 

1?--=-z- - - ~ FTER the death of Marsden, the first 

- _ took up the ,vork. Henry \Villiams, 
Samuel Leigl1, and George Augustus Sel,,ryn, are 
f,1n1iliar 11a1nes in connection with the Christianizing 
of 1 e\v Zealand. No doubt these men, and others 
associated with them, spent much of their strength 
in edt1cati11g the 1iaoris into the open profession 
of Christianity, in baptizing them, and in bringing 
111any into church membership; but I do not think 
that we can gather from the record of their labours, 
that they ,vere so careful to have them converted 
t o God as the earlier missionaries. To number 
converts, build churches, and extend the nominal 
acceptance of Cl1ristianity, is the kind of success 
that n1a11y societies and missionaries seem to seek, 
as 111ay Le gathered fron1 the statistics gi\'en in 
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tl1c!ir r11issio11~tfj' rnagazincs ancl cht1rcl1 r ·corcls. 
Bt1t ,vl1at is st1ch professio11 ,,,orth i11 tl1c estir11~1tio11 
of God? 

If tl1ey ,tre 11ot individt1allyr ·' l)orr1 agair1,'' it 

cou11ts as 11othing; )tea, worse than 11othing; it 
is positively evil; for as the Lord describes it in 

the parable, it is sowing tares an1011g tl1e wheat 
(Mattl1ew xiii. 25, 38), bringing into tl1e number 

of such, as are professedly the cl1ildren of God, 
those who are only empty professors, vvho l1ave 
out,,,ard form ,vith no i11,vard possessio11 of Cl1rjst. 

Not only are tl1ey the1nseI,,es t111sa,,ed, l)ttt, being 

brought into membership witl1 \\1l1at is callecl 

'' Tl1e Visible Cht1rch, '' the)' are the most l1opeless 

of all 1nen, and the most difficult to reach '"'it h 
tl1e Gospel, si111ply because the)' tl1ink themsel,,es 

Christians alread)'· i\n English Cht1rcl1 bishop, 
who ,vas sent out to take charge of the ne,,,1),­

for1ned churches in :N e\v Zealancl, ,vrote ho111e the 
glo\v·ing ,vords : '' ,,, e see here et ,,,hole nation of 

pagans converted to the faith." I1t1t he soo11 fou11d 
out to his grief, that the '' conversion ' of ,,ery 

n1any '"'as only an empt}" profession, ,vJ1ich did 
not stand the day of trial. '' Thirty-five to forty 
thousand natives, assembling each Lord's Day 
tinder ot1r missionaries a11d nati\1e teacl1ers," ,,,as 
no doubt a ,vonderful gai11 to nomir1al Cl1ristianit)'· 
B11t it ,,·as 11ot a11 equivalent to their con,1crsio11. 
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Tl1 e test c~t111e i11 rl11 t111looked-for \\'a)T· \~T,tr 
brc ke 011t bet,,·~e,1 t11e English a11cl se,·eral ~[aori 

cl1iefs. 'fl1e ~1I ,toris l1ad sold tl1eir land i11 tl1ot1sa11ds 
of itcres, for a paltr)' price, to English '' land 
gral)l)er.s.' Tl1is arot1sed the anger of s0111e of 

tl1e cl1ief~ ; a11cl 011e 11a111ed \Vaharoa, deter1ni11ed 

to tl1ro,v off tl1e govcrnmer1t of Britctir1, se11t out 
a circt1lar to ,t nt1 rn ber of chiefs i11 the North 
Island, clcclari 11g th,tt Potatau, a powerful cl1ief, 
s]1ot1ld be their l~ing. The British flag ,vas l1at1led 

do,v11, ancl 111 1860 the first shot was fired. For 
te11 lon,g )1ears tl1e \var raged; 1nillio11s of 111one)' 
\Vas spent; tl1ot1sctnds of lives ,vere sacrificed, the 

• 

l1t111dreds of ho111es de,,astated • and tl1e 11aoris, 

thot1gh clefeated, \\i·ere not subdt1ed. 
13t1t the saddest effect of the te11 )'ears' ,var \\1as 

t l1e effect it had 011 the nominal professors of 

Christi~tnit)'· Of those \\:ho professed to ha,,e 
acce1)ted Christi,t11it.}' man); joined i11 tl1e \\1ar, and 
i11 a ,1er)1 sl1ort ti111e thre,v off their profession, and 
rett1r11ed to all tl1e rites of cannibalism. '0111e of the 
111issior1,tries l)ec,lme so discouraged at this relapse 

of their '' con,·erts," tl1at they left tl1e country, 
decl[tri11g that tl1e lVf aoris \Vere '' no more Chris­
tia11ized tl1[tn tl1e)' ,,,e1·e t,\·ent)T_fi,,e y·ears ago.', 

Tl1is ,,,as ratl1er se,,ere, and not altogether 

correct, for ar11011g tl1e l1t1ndreds and thot1sands 
,,,)10 l1ad l)ee11 111ade churcl1 n1e111bers, a f\:,,v \Ve e 



no doubt genuine ''born again," Christians. A11d 
this is all tl1at \\'C 11eed look for a111ong the 11 aoris, 
or any other nation. There is no such thing as 
''nations'' being converted in this day of grace. The 

purpose of God is to '' take _out of them a people 
for His Name'' (Acts xv. 14). If those vvho \\1ent 
0ut to evangelize the Maoris had known and 
remembered this, ho,v different would have been 
the results from vvhat in many cases they are 
to-day. 

But I must tell 11011 no,v very briefly the sad 

story of what has been justly named '' The H a1t­

H azt Apostasy." 
., 

• 

• 



The Great Rebellion. 

~ ,Ill tJl CHIEF, belonging to the Tanaraki tribe, 
' named }ioropapera Te Ua, ,,,ho had been 

[ :fl1l ,_, kept in chains by his people for years, 
owing to his fa1!atical ideas and clangerot1s character, 
made his escape, and proclairned hin1self a prophet 
of God. The people's passions ,vere inflamed by 
the ,var which had begt111, and they were at the 
mercy of any fanatic or impostor ,vl10 might arise. 

In order to gain the ear of those \vho had 
professed Christianity, tl1e ne,v prophet adopted 
the Old Testament Scripture as his creed, and 
declared he had seen a vision, ancl received a 
revelation from hea,,en: that all who thre\v off the 
British yoke and became his followers, ,vould recei,1e 

• the place and the pri,1ileges of the nation of Israel, 
and that the English., and all ,vho reft1sed to o,,,n 

• 



the leadersl1ip of tl1e ne\\' '' 11oses," ,vo11ld, lil,e 
l.)l1araol1 and his host, be dro,,·11ed ir1 the sea., c)r 

exter111i 11ated like the C anaanites, b)' the s,,1ord. 
He adv·ised the return of l1is followers to tl1c 

rites and usages of ,vitchcraft, and as is ever the 
case ,vhen an evil course is proposed, the 1najority 
at once cast in their lot ,vith the pretender. And 
not only frorn a1nong the heatl1en did he raise his 
arm}', but fron1 amo11g the ranks of tl1ose \vl10 
had professed to have becon1e the disciples of the 
meek and lo,,,Iy Jesus, did the ne\v prophet receive 
vast nt1mbers of followers, vvho besrneared tl1e111-
selves with war-paint, and went fortl1, tomal1awk i11 

hand, to fight fo1· the new prophet, 
The ne,v creed ,~lhich this fanatic proclai111ed, 

,vas named Pai it arire, a word which mea11s '' Bide 
your ti1ne," a11d was n1ore political than religious 
in its character. It declared that all who could 
utter a dog-like bark, '' H azt-H azt, '' \vould be 
victorious, a11d drive the Pakelza or vvhite man into 
the sea. The \\'ar ,,,as, therefore, named '' The 
f-I a1t-H azt Rel)ellio11.'' 

The strange sot111d of the favot1rite ,\1ar-cry ,vas 
often l1eard at mid11ight fron1 the palzs, while 
hundreds dancing around a pole roused the1nsel,·es to 
a pitcl1 of madness before going to battle. De\i"asta­
tion follo,,·ed \vherever the f-anatic's doctrines 
spread. Those who were re,tlly the Lord's a11d 
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stood firm in the faitl1, in man)T cases sealed their 
testimon\" \vith their l)lood. -

Tl1e priests, whose i11fluencc had \Vttnecl during 
the t1111e that the peoµle were u11der the teaching 
of the 1nissionaries, were only too eager to re,,ive 
their craft, so they fell in with the new rnovement, 
a11d became the chief preachers of the 11e,,, faitl1. 

They denounced the 1nissio11aries, and stirred tip 

the natives against them. Mission statio11s \Vere 
attacked and robbed, and churches, ,vhich had 
been built i11 larger tow11s, were converted into 
heathen temples, the priests takir1g pleasµre in 
desecrating tl1e1n by the vilest orgies and l1cathen 
practices; a11d so111e of the Lord's true servants 
Sl1ffered martyrdor11 at tl1eir hands. 



A Noble Martyr. 

. . 

~ HE first of this '' noble army' of martyrs'' 
was a German missionary, named Carl 
Volkner. This devoted man had been an 

officer in the Prussian Ar1ny. After his conversion 
he went to Ne,v Zealand, and preached Christ 
among the Maoris. When the Hau-Hait rebellion 
broke out he was at a place called Opotiki, in 
Po\rerty Ba11• He sent his wife to A11ckland to be 
out of danger, ,vhile he, ,vith a noble courage, 
stuck to his post. A rebel chief appeared in the 
vicinity, preaching the ne,v faith, and recruiting 
for the Hau-Hait Army. l'vlr. \ 1olkner's house vvas 
e11tered, his goods stolen, and man}' Bibles in the 
Maori language torn up. \Toll<ner and his helpers 
,vere taken, and imprisoned i11 a wliare \vith a 
g1Jard of t,vcnt)T men around it. The following 

• 
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morning l1e ,vas led 011t, tl1en stripped, his eyes 
bandaged, and after aski11g pcr111ission to k11eel 
do,vn a11d pray, he was hoisted to a high willow 
tree \Vhere he was hung, praying for his murderers 
\vith his last breatl1: '' Father, forgi,,.e them, for 
they know not what they do.'' For an hour and 
a-half, his body was left hanging in 111id-air, amid 
the )"ells and derisi,,e shouts of a crowd of infuriated 
fanatics, who danced in hellish glee around the 
place. Not satisfied \Vith taking the life of the 
Lord's servant, tl1e savages mutilated his body, 
and so eager ,vere the i11ht1man monsters to taste 
the flowing blood, that 111en and \vomen fot1ght like 
tigers to get ctt it. Tl1e H a1t-H a1t priest, who had 
been the leader and instigator of . the crime, dug 
out the tvvo eyes and S\vallo\ved them. This 
revolting act, when it became kno,vn, sent a shudder 
throl1gh the \vhole country. ,vhen Bishop Sel\vyn 
hP-ard it, he hastened to Opotiki, and bt1rying the 
remai11s of 11r. \ 1olkner, ,vas able to secure the 
escape of the other missionaries in H .11.S. Eclepe. 

The apostasy of thot1sands of Maoris, who l1ad 
been nominallj' made Christians hj' baptism, \Vas 
as rapid as their '' co11version '' had been. The 
iron heel of \,,ar crt1shed out ever)' , ,estige of their 
profession. .. o such collapse of religious profession 
is to be found in the records of Christianity, as 
there ,vas in N e,v Zealand during that H azt-H azt 
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rebellion. And yet it is jt1.;t what \Ve have been 

tat1gl1t 111 the Lorcl's o,v11 11arable of '' the hot1sc 
bt1ilt t1pon the sand'' to expect; in tl1e day, \Vl1en 

the stor111 rises c.tnd the flood beats against it, it 
must fall, for it l1as no fot1ndatio11, 11otl1ing l)tlt 

sand . Let us all learn a lesson fro111 this, ar1d 

perso11ally make st1re that we each have our all fo1~ 

time a11cl eternity l)uilt upo11 Christ, tl1e Rock of 

Ages; ar1d that eacl1 of us can truthfully sing-

,.• On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is si11king sand.'' 

This strange n1oven1e11t came to its e11d in a fe,v 
mo11ths, but its · effects remained. It ,vas not 

altogetl1er destitt1te of good results, for it S\.vept 
the floor of very much of the chaff that had been 
gatl1ered in, and showed all thoughtful 1nen that 
Christianit), co11ld 11ot be introduced in such a 

wholesale n1anner, or by getting untaught heathe11s 

to Sl1b111it to a rite wl1ich bets no virtue, no meaning; 

and as tl1e ,vholesale apostaS)' of thousands had 
clcarl)' proved, no povver to keep unrege11erate n1en 
from going bac1< to tl1eir forn1erways. Regeneration 
-the 11e,v birtl1-is an inte11sely individual rnatter. 
One by one sinners must ente1~ the fa1nil)' of God. 

As the Lord said to ~icodemus, so He say's to 
each of us individuall11: '' Ye must be born again ." 
And tl1is new birth takes place ,,,hen the sinner 
recei\1es Christ as l1is Saviour, \\-~hen he perso11allj· 



believes in Him. As the Scripture sa)'S: '' \Vhoso­
ever believeth that Jesus is th e Christ is born of 
God'' (I.John v. 1). Happ)1 are all the.}7 ,vl10 can 

• s111g 
"Soon as mv all I ventured, ., 

On Christ's atoning blood, 
The Holy Spirit entered, 

And I \vas born of God.'' 

See to it, my dear boys and girls, that yot1r feet 
are firmly planted on the Rock of ages, that )1 0ur 
faith is in a living Christ. This alone will stand 
the tear and wear of life, and e11able you in the 
strength, ,vhich Christ alone can give, to resist the 
flattery as ,,,ell as the opposition of Satan, whose 
aim is ever to lead souls a,vc.ty from God, and 
do,vn to his own dark doom in l1ell. 



Bright Ligl1ts i11 Dark Places. 

~ HE bright side of 111y story ren1ains to be 
told, and I ctm sure you \\lill be interested 
in it. The 1Iaoris \Vere not all apostates. 

Tl1ose who had been truly converted to God, \vho 
had Christ as their personal Savio11r, stood firm in 
the day of trial. Some recorded instances of true 
Christia11 devotion a1nong the :Wiaori chiefs is 
delightful to read; a11d, indeed, shames 1nany of 
us ,vho kno,v far 1nore, and \\1ho have had greater 
privileges than they ever had . 

.l\ heathen chief, nan1ed Ripa, had n1ade un­
righteous claims upon two Christian chiefs, a11d 
had threatened to attack then1 because they firn1l)1 

refused to yield to his demands. An E11glisl1 student 
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of the \'f\T ai111ate College tells, that he happened to 
visit the pali. of one of those chiefs, and found him 
surrounded by o,,er a hundred of his ,varriors 
engaged i11 prayer to God, especially asking forgive­
ness for their enemies. A ,vhite flag \Vas floating 
from a pole, in token of their desire for peace. 

The attacking party advanced to,vard tl1e palt, 
yelling frightfully, and dancing their war-dance. 
One of the Christian chiefs, arising from pra)ler, 
\\'alked quietly ot1t to rneet thern, and told them 
they were aeting contrary to the vVord of God. 
A11 accidental blow, fror11 the hatchet of one of 
Ripa's ,varriors, made the blood start from the 
chief's face ; and \\'he11 his ,v·arriors sa \\1 the blood 
trickling down their chieftain's face, they at once 
levelled their muskets against the enemy. Another 
moment and Ripa ,vith his company \VOt1ld have 
been laid low. But the ,vounded chief sprang 
forward bet,veen the levelled rnuskets ancl his foes, 
crying: ''If you shoot Ripa, I will die \Vitl1 him.,, 
The amazina result of this act of de,,otion ,vas, 
that Ripa a11d his \\'arriors \\rere corn pletely 
overcome. Peace ,vas made an1id great rejoicings, 
and the t\vo ,varriors became fast frie11ds. What 
neither la,\' nor terror can do, grace and lo,,e 
accomplish easily. 

Thus it is that the believi11g si11ner is reconciled 
to God by the death of His So11, a11d l1is l1eart 
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is melted and \Von b}, the love of J es11s. i-\s ,,,e 
sometin1es si11~- • 

"I .. a,v and terrors onl)r harden 
1\ll the ,vhile they a.et alone, 

But a sense of blood-bouaht pardon 
Soon dissolves a heart of stone." 

Even among the 11aori children there were some 
noble examples of Christian courage and devotion 
to the Lord Jesus. A Christian chief, named 
Ngakuku, while acting as guide to an English 
party, ,vas mistaken for a ,varrior of a rebel tribe. 
A party of Rotorua warriors rushed upo11 him in 
the darkness. Snatching his only boy in his arms, 
and a,vaking his daughter, named 1"arore, vvhom 
he begged to follo,v him into the ,vood, he fled 
from the hut. Tarore ,\1as so dazed ,vith sleep 
that she did not for a tin1e understand ,vhat had 
happened, and it is supposed that ,vhile she \Vas 
getting read)r, the party of Rotorua ,varriors entered 
the hut and killed her. \Vhe11 the father returned 
r1ext day and found her body riddled vvith bullets, 
he \Vas frantic \\Tith grief. At the burial the 
following day, the stricken father said to the 
assernbled ,varriors around the ope11 gra\1e: '' There 
lies my child. Do not rise up to obtain satisfaction 
for her death ; God will do that. Let this end 

• 
the ,var \Vtth Rotorua; let peace no\v be n1ade. 
T11rn to God, or you will perish·.'' 1\11d that these 
,\:ords ,vere not ,vithout their effect, 111ay be inferred 
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fro111 the fact, that )'ears after, the man \Vho \\1 as 
the 1·ingleader in the attack t1pon Ngakul{u's hut 
\Vas coo\·erted. And before being baptized as a 

believer in tl1e Lord J est1s, he sot1gl1t out the r11an 
,vho111 he l1acl so cruelly \\'ranged, and asked his 
forgiveness. It \Vas fron1 this man that the account 

of Tarore's last moments, and her dying testi1nony 
\vas gathered. vVhen the party entered the hut, 
the Christia11 girl clasped her ~Iaori Testa1nent to 
her boson1. The cruel men tore from it some 

leaves, ,vhich tl1e)' used as cartridges to shoot her 
dead. The re111ainder ,,1as picked up by a slave­

bo)·, \vho carried it a\Va)7 ; and after lear11ing in 
the 111issio11 school to read it, he ,,,as converted to 

Goel by its 111cans, and at once bega11 to spread the 

glad tidi11gs of salvatio11 to the very tribe ,vhose 
\\1arriors h,td cat1s d Tarore's death. And the 
ser,,ice of tl1ctt tvI aori )'OU t }1, ,,,hose nar11e ,vas 
~lakal1at1, ,,,as 111 ar\1ellousl y blessed i11 leading 

r11at1y ,vear11 souls to Christ. 

I rnt1st 11ext tell )'Ot1 a 111arvellous but true story 
of ;:t11 adve11ture i11 the ,vilds of l\1aori Land, \vhich 
sho,vs \vl1at tl1e grace of God had acco111plished 
a111011g those ,varriors of tl1e wilderness. 



A Nigl1t in a Maori Whare. 

~ SJ BOUT the )1ear 1852, when New Zeala11d 

!= ◄• ... resided in one of the popt1lated parts of 
the island, was suddenl)' called on dut)" to another 
part. The only" means of transit was 011 foot, up 
high mountains, across deep rivers, a11d along thick 
forests. On the spur of one of the higl1 hills, the 
foot-patl1 parted, and two tracks were see11, one 
leading to the right, the other to the left. \\7hich 
of these was the right 011e, the traveller could not 
tell, but finding the one to the right had been 
more t1sed than the other, he started off along 
that. J t1st as darkness '\lvas con1ing on, he found 
it ended in the thick bush, ,vhich became more 
impassable as it adva11ced, until the tra\·eller, 
unable to proceed, sat do,vn exhausted, and ,,,ould 
have slept, bt1t for the barking of dogs, ,vhich told 
of some \~illage near, probably of cannibals, ,~.rhich 
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at tl1at tin1e ,,rere l,i10,,rn to exist i11 these \vilds. 

I~isi11g, a11d aclvancing slO\\rly in tl1e direc'tio11 
fro'l11 \vhich • the sou11d came, he soon discov~ered a 

~laori palz, \\' itl1 a 11u111ber of n1e11 011ly a few yards 

off, clark-skinned, we,lring· loose rugs around their 

bodies, their faces tattooed in blue lines all over. 

Seeing there was no escape, the traveller stepped 

into the ope11 space around the pali, and \\'as in a 

fe,v 111inutes su1·rounded by the wondering natives. 

011e, ,vTho appeared to be tl1e leader of the tribe, 

c.tsked in fairly good English, '' \\111ere are you 

going?'' The tra\reller told l1irn ,vhere he had 

,visl1ed to go, bt1t he had n1issed his ,va)', and 

asked if they could assist l1i111 to find his road. 

1"'he chief shook his l1ead, tur11ed to the r1atives, 

a11d had so111e consultation, t11e11 said to tl1e 

traveller, '' Yot1 sta)' here to-r1ight, then ,ve slictll 

t,tl(c )'OU across the lake i 11 t l1e 1nor11ing, c.tnd set 

) ' OU on )·ot1r ,,·a)··., 'l'his \\'as 11ot a cl1eerft1l pros­

pect to tl1e Irisl1n1a11, wl10 i111agi11ed all sorts of 

horrors as about to l1appe11 to hir11, a1nong otl1ers 

tl1at he n1ight be roasted a11d eaten, as others hGtd 
bee11 in that la11d. 

A wlzare, or hut, ,,,as offered by one of the 

natives i11 \vhicl1 he 111ighr sleep, and quick)' a fire 

\i\·as ki11dled, a block of ,,·ood brought in to for111 ft 

seat, and the tra,reller left sitti11g b)' the embe1~s. 
·1-here he sat i111agini11g all sorts of thi11gs as aLout 
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to }1appe11, \\·11e11 a l)ell bega11 to slov,,ly toll. The 

sot111d brot1gl1t perspiration ot1t all 0\7er l1is body, 

as l1e felt st1rc it vvas l1is death-k11ell, a11d tl1at he 

,voi1ld lJe l~illed at once. \i\1hen the bell ce~1scd, 

the ht1t door ope11cd, n11d a tall figure wra J)ped 

frorn head to foot i 11 et tl1 ick rug vvalked in, follo\\·ed 

ir1 order by ct11otl1er and anotl1er, until the ht1t vvas 

al1nost full of tall ~Iaori 111e11. Then hc1lf-a-dozen 
• 

,,,01nen came i 11, and squatted do,,111 011 the in ud 

floor in front of them. The tra,·eller ·sat 011 l1is 

block of ,,1ood tre111bling all over, not kno\,1 i11g 

\\'hat ,vas next to be done. The chief the11 dre\v 

fro1n u11der l1is rug a large book, and, openi11g it, 

began to read i11 the 11ative la11guage fro111 it i11 a 

lot1d and solemn to11e . The11 tl1e)1 all joi11ed i11 et 

slow a11d doleful song, not unlike a fu11eral dirge, 

follo,,,ed b)r a fe,,1 se11te11ces from tl1e cl1ief, ,vl1icl1 

seen1ed like a pra)1er. The11 thej' ,t11 filed o,1t in 

the reverse orc1er to tl1at i11 ,,,}1ich tl1e,· l1<td e11tered, 
J 

leaving tl1e tr,t vellc~r alo11e. 

In a fe,v 111inutes tl1e 0\v11er of tl1c wlzlire ente1·ed, 

c,trryi11g t\,10 plates, 011e lade11 ,vitl1 fisl1, the other 

witl1 111ai.te ,tnd sweet potatoes, follo,,1ed b)7 011e 

,vith a pa1111<1ki11 of ,,·,tter. These \\·ere set before 
• 

the asto11 isl1ed trrt , ,eller, \\'110, 110\ve,,er ht111gr)1, 

,,,as too much excited to ectt. A dri11k of the 

clear, cool ,,1ate1· re,li,,ecl hi111 a little, rt11d, to his 

st11·prise, he next sa ,v the nctti,·e bring i11 s0111c 
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,v,trrn lJla11 kL~ts, ,,,}1icl1 l1c careft111)' spread ot1t i 11 a 
cor11er of t l1e h 11t 1 111:tde tl!) tl1 fire, ar1<l ,,,ith a 
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pleasant'' Good-b),e,!' left tl1e asto11is]1ed I rish111a11 
alone in the sile11ce, \\1hich \\tas only broke11 b)· the 
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sighing of tl1e \Vind among the tall trees of the 
forest, and the 1·ipplir1g of the ,,,aves of tl1e lal<e 
below, as they broke 11pon the silvery beach. 

\Vhere had tl1e tr~tveller l)een cast? A111onrr 

car1 ni bals ? Na)., 611 t a111 ong a group of si 111 ple 
Christian Maoris to whom tl1e Gospel had come 
with saving po,,,er, and \vho had learned in their 
native fashion to lo,,e and care for a stranger. The 
strange proceedings in the wliare was their form of 

evening '"-'Ors hip: the book read from by the chief 
,vas the \"\1 ord of God: the song "''as a hymn of 
praise, and the fe,,, \vords uttered by the chief 
were - as the traveller aftcrvvards lear11ed - a 
pra)1er to God for blessing on the stranger \\"ho 
had con1e among them. . . 

The Irishman lay do,vn to rest by the d1·ing 
embers of the fire, but he ·cot1ld not sleep. \Vas 
he still afraid of his life bei11g take11 ? No, not 
that. But the thot1ght ,vas pressing itself hard 
upor1 his cor1scie11ce-'' These simple l\1aoris kno,,, 

• 

far more abo11t tl1e living God than I do. Although 
I have heard of Him and of His love all my da11s, 
I have ne,·er loved Him in return, or ackno\,1ledged 
Him in prayer or praise as these once heathen 
men did in my· presence." The sins of a life 
spent ,,,ithout God flashed across his conscience, 
and his indifference shown to the Gospel of God, 
)lea, the open hostility manifested to,vard the 
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Lord J est1s Christ, came back fro111 1ne1nor)r's 
depths like a rest1rreetion fron1 the dead. 

He a1-ose, a11d gazi11g around his strange apart-
111ent, still lit t1p l)y tl1c flickering light of the fire, 
he dropped on l1is k11ees on the mud floor, con-

• 

fessi11g himself a sinner in the sight of a holy God, 
and casting hi1nself as Jze 'leJas upon the Sa,1iour's 
precious blood, ,vhich alone can cleanse from sin. 

\V riting to a friend in after years of tl1at 111emor­
able night, the traveller says: 

'' That whare bcca111e to me the very gate of 
heaven, of which I l1ad often heard, but never 
before realised. A s,veet calm came over n1e, and 
I kne,v God had pardoned me for Jesus' sake. 11y 
prayer ,,,as tl1rned to praise, and if ever I slept . 
soundly, I did that night i11 the lonely busl1 amid 
that hun1ble tribe of Christian Maoris.'' 

The following mornit1g a good breakfast \Vas set 
before him, l1e ,vas taken across the lake in the 
chief's canoe, and for all this kindness no return 
,vas accepted. 

The con,,.erted Irishman returned ere long to 
his native land, a11d to the friend to ,vhom he told 
this story of l1is strange adventure and remarkable 
con\1ersion in 11aori Land, he said, \Vith deep 
emotion: '' As long as I live, I shall not cease to 
pray for God's blessing to be poured on the 
Maoris, through who1n I have found His peace.'' 



• 

0 R TY years ago, an English vessel was 
, \vrecked on tl1e coast of N e,v Zealand. A 

Maori wo111a11, who ~1as on board, S\vam 
to shore, and not only thus saved her life, bl1t the 
life of tl1e ship's captain also. But tl1e bra,re 
woman died soon after, the cold a11d the exertion 
being too n111ch for her. Ol1t of gratitt1de, the 
captain took her 011ly child, a little Mao1·i girl of 
eighteen rnonths, an·a brot1ght her up as l1is o\vn 
child. An earnest 111issionar1" and his ,vife, 
constrained by the Io,1e of Christ, had gone to Ii,,e 
among the ~f aoris to tell them the stor): of the 
cross. At first they fo11nd it difficult to reach therr1, 
only a fe\v children coming to them. One of 
these, ,,,as the little 1,r aori girl, the captain's 
adopted child, to ,vho111 he had given the na1ne of 



Lizzie. Sl1e ,vas a c1t1ick cl,ild, ,t11cl s0011 learnecl 

not 0111)1 tl1e al1-1l1abet, bt1t short texts, \\1l1ich sl1c 
,,·as told to repeat at l1ome. .Lt\11 tl1is ,vent on for 
se,reral 1--ears, ancl Lizzie grc,v 11p to be a brigl1t 

i11telligent cl1ild. One 111or11i11g, t11e n1issio11ar}' 
received a 111essage tl1at the old captain was ver)' 
ill, and that l1e ,,,ished to see him. He had li,1ed a 

wicked life, a11cl although willing tl1at Lizzie shol1ld 

go to the missionary' and be tat1gl1t, he was 

opposed to tl1e <-;ospel and e,1er)rthing good for hin1-
self. When the missionary reacl1cd the captain's 

l1ouse, lie found hin1 \•·er.)' ill, appare11tl)•· d)ring. 
'' I a111 glad y·ou ha ,,e cort1e, : ~ s;1 id the weather­

beate11 sailor, stretching ot1t l1is bro,,111 ha11d to the 

m issionar):. '' I \va11 t to te) l you s0111etl1ing before 

I go," said tl1e dying 111a11, in a faltering voice. 
'' You kno\\' ,vhat a life I l1a,,e li,1ed: ho\\' ,vicked I , 

have been, arid ho\v I ref11secl to hear )'Our preach­
i11g. vVhe11 n1y dear c11ild \Vent first to)1ot1r school, 
I \\'as angr);- at the thi 11gs s11e learn eel there; b11t as 

I heard her repeating tl1e texts O\rer and 0\7er again 
in t~1e house I became i11terestcd in thern One 
night, ,,,he11 she returned from Sunday School and 

l1ad thrown off her hat, I said, "''l1at is )' Ot1r text 
to-da)', Lizzie? She beo-a11 to repeat the ,,,ords, 
'I◄or God so loved the \\'Orld that He ga,,.e His 

onl.)1 begotten Son, that wlzosoever belie\1eth on Hin1 
should not J)erish, ·b11t have evsrlasting life.' I 
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pt1shed l1er a \\·ay f r<J1n ITI)' knee. and ,,,en t out to 

\\1alk about. That ,,,ord '\Vhosoever,' a\voke 

memories of clays long gone by. I re111cmbered 
th~1t ,vord bei11g i11 111y t ext ,vhen I ,,,as a lad i11 a 

A ~tAORI CHRISTIAN GIRL . 
• 

Glasgo,v Sunda1• School. It brought back these 
da)'S to 111y n1ind, and many, many things and faces 
I had long forgotten. I had a l1ard struggle; I had 
bee11 such an a\vful sinner, a drunkard, a swearer, 



I.Jizzie, tlze 111 aori Girl. 

and a gan1bler. B11t thanl< the Lord, I learnecl 
that God lo,,.ed me, sin11er as I ,v,ls, a11d th,1t 
wlzosoeverembraced n1e. I ,vas saved, and by God~s 
grace gave up the drink and all the rest. I could 
r1ot pass a\,1a1• without telli11g )'Otl of God's ,,,onder­
ful love to me. I die happ}:r and at peace: all 
through the ,vords first uttered by that dear child.'' 
1'Iany visits to the old captain confirmed the 
confession of his faith. He was really saved, and 
passed a,vay to be ,vitl1 Christ; and Lizzie tells to 
others of the sa111e love that brought joy and peace 
to the old captain, and of that glorious '' whoso­
ever," which gave him and gives yo1t, reader, a 
place in God's ,,,onderful lo,·e . 

• 

• 



T1,e Maoris of To-dc:1y. 

~ ~ .I TJ I{ frie11d from ew Zealand 111ade l1is 
J)romised visit, and to a little co11111a11)· 
of eager listeners arot1nd the fire-side l1e 

told t1s the follo,ving stor)' :-
'' Tl1e 'faoris of to-day are not the ,varlike race 

t hej' \vere i 11 years long gone b)·. In parts of t 11e 
ortl1 Island, especial!),. in I~ir1g s county, there 

are goodly n11n1bers of them to be fot1nd, livir1g 
c1t1ietly in tl1eir palis or villages, tilling tl1eir land. 

'' '1""'he)1 are easily reached with the Gospel, and, 
as a rt1le, are ,villi11g to listen to it. The)1 have a 
strong st1spicion of missionaries of a certain kinc1, 
not \\1 ithot1t ca11se, for the)' Sa)' it ,vas throt1gh 
their n1eans that their fathers lost their land. And 

. there has been st1ch a lot of false Christianityy, of 
religiot1s profession ,vithot1t Christ, that yot1 have 
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to let tl1e111 t111dersttt11cl there, <.L~ else,,1l1ere, tl1at 

profession is 011c thi11g, possession another. The 
best ,,,a)' to rectch tl1e i\iaoris is., to go a11d li\·e 
a111011g tl1er11, or at least to be ,vhere you can reacl1 
thetn as 011e of the111selves. I have \\·rot1ght 011 

a sl1eep far111, a11d in order to learn the l\1aori 
la11gt1age, go11e down to their palzs arid spe11t r11any 
hot1rs at a ti111e. 'l'l1ey are very hospitalJle, and 

~ _, - -i,;: ~ ._, - __,.._ ~ - ..,;;;;: 
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,villi11g to l1ear the 111es. age. The Bible is pri11ted 
ir1 tl1e ~f ,1ori la11guag ·, a11d n1an)' of tl1e1n ca11 

re,td it. Otl1ers will Jiste11 ,vhile you read it to 
the111. 'fl1e Jangl1age is 11ot difficult to acquire, 
nor is it l1ard to speak. 

'' He1·e is J ohr1 iii. 16, in the 11aori la11gt1age :-
' ' Ta, koia [tt10 te aroha o te 1\tua l~i ae, ho1nai 

ft11a c ia tana 1"'a111ai ti ko tal1i, kia kal1ore ai e 

• 
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mate te tangata e whakapono ana ki a ia, engari 
kia whiwhi ai kite oranga tonutanga.' 

'' Many of the Lord's people in New Zealand 
are deeply exercised about the spiritual condition 
of the Maoris, and efforts are being made to carry 
'the old, old story' of Jesus and His love in its 
simplicity among them. 

'' They have been demoralized by contact with 
the white man, and have learned many of his 
vices. All attempts to make them religious, apart 
from being 'born again,' have failed, as they ever 
must; and the Maoris of to-day need, in common 
with every other sinner on earth, 'the Gospel of 
Christ, which is the power of God unto salvc1tion 
to every one that believeth.' Let those who kno\v 
its saving power, and believe in its efficaC.)', hasten 
to take or send it forth to the scattered and fast­
dying race, who once peopled the sunny plains 
and grassy vales of Nlaori Land, vvhose fathers 
were either slain by the British sword, or hurried 
to the grave by the drink which Britons brought 
to their shores. Soon they will be no more.'' 

The New Zealand of to-day, with its large and 
prosperous cities, standing where once a few 1'laori 
palis were seen; its bt1sy harbours, in which the 
great steamers of every nation cast their anchors, 
where once the war canoe was paddled on its 
voyage of death, its peaceful inhabitants no longer 
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living in fear of the painted savage, with his war­
axe and lance ;-are witnesses of the marvellous 
changes wrought since the day the heralds of the 
Cross first set foot on its shores. But let us not 
forget that so long as a remnant of the ancient 
dwellers still exist, it is the duty and privilege of 
all who know the Gospel's saving power, to pass 
the message on to the aboriginal dwellers of 

MAORI LAND . 
• 

• 
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