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THE reader of the following ''thoughts," as well as 
the write1--, is largely indebted to the Edito1· of the 
''Bible Treasury," who has kindly corrected many 
inexact expressions, given precision and clearness to 
many passages where it was needed to make the truth 
plain-a service acceptable to Hi1n who i1nparts gifts 
for the edification of His Church. 

The xiii. Matt. is the central chapter of the gospel, 
all the preceding convergi11g to it as to a point, and 
the succeeding developing the JJrinciples and showing 
the results of the great dispenstitional change anno11nced 
in it. 

Two things are evident to the careful reader of the 
gospel, viz., that tl1e aspect of the kingdom of heaven 
as presented in ii. and iii. chapters is clifferent from 
that of the xiii. The former is according to prophecy, 
as foretold by Daniel: The tirne was fulfilled; the 
kingdom was at hand. Humanly speaking it rested 
upon the contingency of the Jews receiving it. They 
would not have the man Christ Jesus to 1·eign over 
them. They rejected the king and lost the kingdom. 
The progress of ~heir 1·ejection is traced up to the close 
of the xii. chapter, each successive step in thei1· rejec­
tion being the occasion for •••anifesting some new 
feature which the kingdom was about to assume, until 
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IV. PREFACE. 

the Lo1·d annou11ccs His definitive b1'eak with the 
nation, and that hencefortl L only disciples were His 
mother ancl His breth1·en. And the second fact is 
made known that the kingdom in its present aspect, 
is a thing totally unknown to prophecy. Hence in 
xiii. chapter it is no longer the kingdom of heaven 
but the niysteries of the kingdom. Not yet the little 
stone w l1ich s1nites ::1.nll b1·eaks in pieces tl1e kingdo1ns 
of the Gentiles, but.---the king absent,_a kingdom 
externally and 1)1·ofessedly owning tl1e king, in 1·ealitJ~ 
disowning and tJractically dethroning ·ain·1. At tl1t~ 
same time a faitl1f11l few, amid persecution and sco1'11, 
owning and bowing to Him, suffering all the evil tl1at 
the wicked ca11 inflict, but upheltl by Hi111 w ho8c 
lordship tl1ey 0WI1. Their strength ~ee11 not i11 
st1ccessfully resisting, but in patiently enduri11g all 
that their adversaries can do. 

After giving tts in the first 1>arable the Lo1·d's own 
work ( and morally tl1at of His se1:vants afte1·ward8 in 
preaching tl1e gospel), we have six parabolic pictures 
of the kingdom. In the first three the external aspect 
from a world stand-poiut ; in the second three the 
inter11al, such as it is in God's eye. This double line 
going th1·ough f1·0111 the bebrinning right on to the end, 
one ending iI1 Laodicea, tl1e othe1· in Philadelphia ; 
the one spued out of His mouth, tl1e other, though 
having but little stre h, owned of Him and made 
heirs of tl1e kingdom. 

It was not with the presumptt1ous thought ot· 
throwing new light upon this most inte1·esting chapter 
that these ,~ tl1oughts '' ,,~ere printed, but tl1at, being 
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presented in a sim1>le style, they might engage the 
poor of the flock to admire the amazing wisdom of 
God, who, while the enemy was doing all he could to 
frustra.te the purpose of God-to make this '\\rorld the 
king(lom of our Lord and of His Ch1·ist-and ap­
J>arently successful ,vhen the Lord of life was cruci­
fied-was all the time surely, antl ll})On the only 
imn1ovable l>asis, ,1,cc<>ffiJJlisl1ing His o,vn will ; laying 
that foundation llfl<>n ,vl1icl1 11ot only the kingdom 
coulJ. be establi:-;l1e<l, l)11t also to 1nanifest that grace 
to us by ,,rhich ,ve 110w 1·ejoice in l101>e of tl1e glory of 
God. '' Wherefore ,,-e recei,yi11g a kingdom which 
cannot be n1oved, let us l1a ve g1·ace, ,v he1·eby '\\?e ma)r 
serve Goel acce1)tab]y "'-itl1 reverence ,tnd godly fear: 
for our ({od is a consuming fire.'' (Heb. xii. 28, 29.) 
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H U HTS ON THE P ES. 

I ~~,.....r•o· Dt~· ''T'Ul''r ... , l .l.~ \_ ~ • .l • 

THE rejection of Jesus as Messiah by the Jews, and 
their being cast off in consequence, for a season, was 
the occasion, f 01"esee11, by God, of bringing to pass Hi~ 
gracious purpose, tl1at sal,Taition should be offered to 
all men, wl1ether Jew 01" Gent.ile. Jesus takes to 
Hi,nself a ne,v name, and fills new offices. Servants 

' 

had been sent to the husbandmen keeping the vine-
yard, and at last the Son : we know how they were 
treatecl. '' He came to his own [ thi~gs ]~ and his own 
[people] I"eceived him not." The miracles, wl1ich He 
,vrot1ght in tl1eir sigl1t, ,,rere by them att1 .. ibt1ted to 
Satanic powe1"; and the unpardonable sin was com­
mittecl in blaspheming the Holy Ghost. Had the)T 
received Him, dot1btless tl1e kingdom would have bee11 
immediately established, and tl1e Son of David woulcl 
have sat upon the throne of David. But '' the ca1·rial 
mind is enmity against Gofl,'' and tl1ey would not 
have Jesus to reign over them. Does judgment im­
mediately overtake them 1 No: their sin opened the 
floodgates for the display of God's most wondrous 
grace. He is about to gather some of every cli rne, 
and, by the operation of His Spirit, to 11nite them 
into the Church, in wl1ich the names of Jew and 
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Gentile should not be known, where there is neither 
Greek nor barbarian, bond nor free; where there is 
only one bond of union, but that the most intimate­
Christ the Bridegroom, a,nd the Church the bri<le; He 
the Head, she the body; eacli individual a member of 
this body, and all members one of another, where the· 
Holy Ghost Himself, by His actual presence, and 
personal indwelling in each saint, is the bond. There 
is forroed and exhibited a 11nion such as the Lord 
Hirr1self referred to when He prayed, '' That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us, that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me.'' Meantime the 
earthly kingdom is in abeya,nce,-the kingdom, of' 
which Isaiah gives the moral picture in chaps. xi. xii.; 
of which Ezekiel gives the sacred and metropo­
litan relations in the latter cha1)ters of his lll'OJ)hecy, 
viz., the service of the temple, &c., the manifestation 
of the visible presence of God in a higher degree thai1 
was effected by the Shechinah of old, insomuch that 
the name of the city shall be '' the LORD is the1·e.'' 
Daniel, also, gives its exte1·nal relations witl1 othe1· 
l~ingdoms-if the term 1night be used, I would say 
the political aspect of the kingdom. It b1·eaks llp 
and destroys the Gentile powers. The Stone smites 
the image, and the wind carries away the very dust of 
it, and every vestige is effaced. '' He shall be king ove1· 
.ill the earth.'' This kingdom, we 1·epeat, is postponed 
that the hei r'S may be gathered for heavenly glory. 

Ho,v g1·eat the love of our God! He bec,1me poo1· 
that we might be made rich. He put in ::1.beyance 
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His glory as God, the ever blessed second person ot· 
the Trinity. He gave up 11 is power, and do,ninion, 
and government, and 1najesty as the heir of David's 
throne, as king of Israel, and as He whose name 
should be honoured among the Gentiles, that there 
·might be associated with Him, in His future glory., 
a Bride who is to pass through the same suffe1·iogs 
(save that of atonement,) to fill up that which remains 
of the st1fferings of Christ, then to be presentecl per­
fect to the Bridegroom, free from all taint of sin, spot­
less, and holy. Oh, if every Christian did but know 
~1nd act up to his glorious calling ! How soon 1r1ight, 
,ve not hail His return, and the rapture of the saints l 

But to return to our chapter·-Christ comes not t<• 
the vine, the symbol of the Jewish nation in its re­
ligious aspect, seeking fruit, but commences a nel\ ... 
work. He is a sower going forth to sow. 

The first parable is not said to be a similitude of 
the kingclon1. The seed is called the word of tht· 
kingdom, tlnd the effect produced U}lOn different cha­
l'acters is illustrated by the see<l falling upon clifferent 
ground. The opposition which t-he seed-the word­
n1eets witl1 is shown also: '' Some fell by the way­
side, and the fowls came and gathered them llp.'' 
The Lord explains, '' When any one hea1'eth the ,,,.ord 
of the kingdom and understandeth it not, then cometh 
tl·1e wicked one and catcheth away that which was 
sown in his l1eart. This is he tl1at received seed b)" 

the way-side.'' The truth of God makes no impres­
sion on his mincl, which is 11nder the power and do-
1ninion of the father of lies-the po,ver of death.. 
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It is an exceedingly desperate case. The soul is com­
pletely in Satan's hands, and appears to be the farthest 
removed from the life-giving power of the word of 
God-of the word of Hi1n ,vho is the resurrection and 
the life. The second case is equally bad, thol1gh ap­
parently not so unpromising. The seed is received 
into stony ground : such are they who receive the 
word joyfully, but yet with the mind and feelings 
1nerely. The intellect may admire the truth, so far as 
it is understood ; the natural affections of tl1e l1eart 
may be acted upon by the exhibition of a crt1cified 
Saviol1r; but it is a superficial reception. The trutl1, 
though admired, is not per111itted to search the soul, 
and to probe the conscience, and (resting only iii the 
ilffections and unclerstancling, ,vhich a1--e but'' tl1e flesh,'') 
no wonder that when tribt1lation and persecution ari~e 
bec~u8e of the word, such are offended. The hinde1-i11g 
powe1-- in the tl1ircl case is equally clea1--. The cares of 
this age, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lt1sts of 
otl1er things, a1--e all of the world, and opposed to the 
Father. '' If any man love the world, the lo"\-'"e of the 
Father is not in him,'' 

There is exl1ibited in these three instances the an­
tagonism of the clevil, the flesh, and the worlcl, to the 
word of the Lo1--d. The1--e was the cleath-stupo1-- of the 
first-, no feeling, no apprehension of the truth, without 
11nderstanding, like the beasts that perish. There was 
immediate joyful acting in the second, but the conscience 
was not re&cbed. The necessity of self-abasement was 
not felt, and, for the time, opposition was do1·rnant .. 
But when self-denial was called for, when it became 
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necessary to take up the croHs, then the fleshly love of 
ease rose up in opposition; and they are '' offended,'' 
notwithstanding the partial light and understanding­
so in·veterate is the enmity between the flesh and the 
Spirit. The lust of the eye and the pride of life, de­
veloping themsel,res in the cares of this wo1 .. ld and in 
the deceitft1lness of riches, show their antagonism to the 
life-giving word in the third case. All are opposed to 
God: and though this opposition is manifested in differ­
ent ways, yet are they all in the end fatal and destruc­
tive. Perha1Js we may see, in these three cases, the 
opposition that is manifested to the Son, as administer­
ing the powe1'" of tl1e kingdom against the wicked one; 
to the Spirit, as overcoming or cletecting the workings 
and deceitful powet'" of tl1e flesh_; to the Father, in con­
trast with the love of' the world. For the way-side 
hearer is quite enthralled by the power of death and 
Satan; the stony ground l1earer sl1ows the flesh lusting 
a.gainst the Spirit; and the l1ea1·e1'" choked ,vith the 
cares, &c., of tl1is wo1·lcl exl1ibits tl1e love of the world 
as an antagonistic principle to the love of the Father. 
The devil, tl1e flesh, and the world, combine to oppose 
the Son, the Spirit, and the Father-the Three-one 
God. 

The good-g1'"ot1nd l1earer is the exact opposite of the 
,vay-side heare1'": the latter does not t1nderstand, the 
former does. In tl1e two other cases the1·e is the ap­
pearance, but not the fruit. Here we have the mani­
festation of tl1e powe1'" of God, by which the devil, the 
flesh and the world are overcome ; and according to 
their subjection to the word sown in their hearts, they 
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bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty-fold, and 
some an hundred-fold. Has this three-fold division of 
the good-ground hearers any reference to the three 
powers of opposition 1 In the progress of the believe1· 
from the power of death to the full enjoyment of th<· 
life of God, the Son, the Spi1·it, and the Father all 
work. We do not mean that the believer prog1·esses 
f·rom knowing the Son to the Spii·it and the Fathe1·; 
but if the believer, although passed from death to life, 
through tl1e application of the atoning blood of Christ, 
cloes not in all things yield to the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, is not he so far under the power of the flesh 1 
Is be 11ot carnal 1 (Compare 1 Cor. i. iii.) And if so, 
how can be enjoyed, and how manifested that supreme 
love of the Father, which is seen only by and in those 
,vho are practically crucified to the world, and the 
world to them 1 Is it not true that the love of the 
world exposes us to yield to the flesh, and that the 
yielding to the flesh, tends to bring under tl1e power of 
Satan1 

The question may be asked, Why are the hearts of 
~ome compared to good ground, when the scripture 
teaches, that all hearts are '' deceitful and desperately 
wicked 1'' Not because there is anything naturally 
good therein. Facts only are presented here; the 
opera.ting cause is not; it is simply the fact of the 
1>reaching of the word, and the reception of it. 

In some cases there is brutish insensibility, or colcl 
indifference; in others, a paramo11nt love for, or f ea1· 
of, the world. All this may, in the natural man, be 
owing to, or at least aggravated by, constitutional ancl 
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educational differences; but in all cases, without the 
1>reparation of the heart by the Holy Ghost to receive 
the word, there would be 11nfruitfttlness. 

While, then, on the one hand, there is no intimatior1 
of the gt'ace which prepares the heart (which is quite 
outside of man's exertion or intelligence) so that it 
becomes like the good ground, on the other, nothing· 
is said as to the cat1se of the l'ejection of the word. 
Our Lord does say, '' They had no root;'' but even this 
is matte1' of fact rather than the cause. Man ifi 

responsible for the reception of the word; and his 
t'esponsibility comes out prominently here. (Ver. 9.) 
That wl1ich the Spi1-it of God does present is first the 
}lreaching of the word, then its reception, or rejection~ 
as the case may be; and this quite distinct from th(' 
secret spring which operates to produce reception. 

THE SOWER. 

(Ver. 24.) '' Another parable,'' &c. In the preced­
ing parable we have the word of the kingdom; the 
good seecl has been sown, the gospel has been preached. 
The kingdom of heaven is now beg11n. We are canied 
forward in advance of the moment when the Lord was 
speaking. The kingdom commenced when Jesus had 
ascended (i.e. the mysteries of the kingdom); it wil I 
only be when He comes again, that the kingdom will 
be established in power. We have now presented to 
us three pictures of the kingdom 11nder three different 
aspects, but all of them external. The stand-point 
whence we view it is the earth. We have had a parabolic 



16 

description of the introduction of Christianity into the 
,vorld. A new order of things was then about to take 
place, a new dispensation, where the visible glory of 
God would not be manifested as it had been in the 
holy of holies within the veil of the temple, but the 
establishment of a kingdom on the earth to be unde1· 
the rule of Christ Himself dwelling in heaven. But 
this kingclom would be marred and spoiled by the 
enemy; yet would men p1--ofess to have Christ for thei1· 
king. MYSTERIES truly !-man, calling himself tt 

Ch1·istian, in league with tl1e world that 1--ej ecte<l and 
crucified the King, conclcn1ning the worlJ tl1at did it, 
yet loving the ,vo1·ld, and denying the right and the 
truth of the King coming again to take whtit is His 
own. '' Wl1y speakest thou . . . . in pa1--ables i'' 
.Because it is not given to the multitude, to those out­
side, to know the mysteries of tl1e kingdom of l1ea ven. 

And in the present hour tl1e kingclom of heaven is a 
mystery to the world. Only those inside, in the house, 
can know them. Before tl1e ml1ltitude ou1· Lord pro­
ceeds to give an account of the kingdom, a parabolic 
tLnd prophetic description of it, right on to tl1e end, 
,vhen the myste1--ies ,vill cease, and tl1e1·e ,vill Le the 
open and visible establishment of it in power. The 
.Lord does nut speak of the Fatl1er's })Urpose in per-
1nitting s11ch an a11omalous state of the kingdom to 
exist. Of tl1is He s1)oke to His disciples in the house, 
when the multitude were sent away. There He spe.aks 
to them anticipatively of tl1eir future position and 
calling while yet on the earth, viz., destined for l1eavenly 
places. They were told of their existence in the pur-
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~1ose of God before the wo1 .. ld ,vas, that they in their 
• 

corporate capacity were a treasu1 .. e to Him, yea, '' one 
l)earl of great price.'' It is only when we· are in the 
lwuse witli Jesus, that we can enter into the views of 
the kingdom unfolded in the last three parables con­
tained in this chapter. But previously (verses 1-33) 
the Lord sits by the sea-side, outside for the multitude, 
:tnd He gives them tl11 .. ee clistinct pictures of the king­
t lom of heaven, the first of them te1 .. minating with the 
end. It is worthy of notice that the Lord gives us the 
]>lain teachi11g of two of His parables, which is a 
,·livine assistance to a 1 .. ight understanding of the others. 
In the parable of the tares ancl the ,v heat, the distinc­
tion between the real and the merely nominal professor 
is p1·eserve<l. The1 .. e are real disciples in the marred 
kingdom, as well as in the field the1 .. e is ,vheat. Their 
e11tire ser,a1 .. ation takes place only in the end. In the 
J>arables of the tree ancl of the lea,Ten, tl1is di5tinction 
is not noticecl; it is the gene1 .. al cha1 .. acter of tl1e king-

• 

(lorn. It ,vould seem as if the wl1eat, tlte cltildre1i of tlie 
kingcloni, bea1· so sma.11 a proportion to tl1e tares, that 
t,hey fail to give a general character to it: they are 
~l.pparently lost sight of. In fact the t1 .. ee exhibits the 
]{ingdom of heaven as a great ea1·thly power, and the 
leaven presents us with it,s doct11nal character. The 
}}Osition of the children, even their existence, is not 
11oticed in these two. 

THE TARE-FIELD. 

Let llS look a little at the tare-field. The good seed 
is sown by the Son of man, and the field is the world, 
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i.e., it is the place where the kingdom is establi~hed. 
All that is good is the work of the Son of man; all 
that is evil is the work of the enemy. The tares do 
not represent all the evil that is in the world, but all 
the evil in connexion with the kingdom. They have 
heen brought into the field (the world) among the 
,vheat, by the a1·ch-foe, for the very purpose of mamng 
the work of the Lord. :aut although the outward 
aspect of the kingdom be spoiled, yet the purpose of 
God in permitting it,-nay, strange, but sweet truth, 
the very purpose of God which was (to speak as men) 
conti,1zgent 11 pon the 1·ej ection of the King, and the 
mysteries of the king(lom,-,vas entirely beyond the 
1·each, if not tl1e ken, of the enemy; for the word of 
God ctinnot fail,-'' He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and be satisfied.,, Let the external character of 
the kingdom be ruined, yet in it, thougl1 hidden, there 
shall be fo11nd those who are in reality '' the children 
of the ki11g<lom. '' Bt1t it is a solemn truth that the 
character ,vhich the kingdom takes is from those '' wlio 
profess an<l call tll,(3nzsel1i,es C/1,ristians ;'' and of these 
professo1~ so outnumbering are the tares, that the 
entire aspect of the kingdom is spoiled, and no longe1· 
exhibit.s that which it 011ght to have exhibited, viz., 
that which would correspond to the Sower and to the 
seed. The term llrofessor is used in its most extensive 
application. The tn1e disciple is symbolized by wheat, 
evil men by tares. These evil men are not at first 
visible, b11t by and Ly they are developed. '' When 
the blade spr,1ng up, then appeared the tares also;'' 
and this state of things is to continue, for the tares are 



not to be gathered up, they are to grow with the 
wheat, until the ha,·vest. So long as the present dis­
pensation lasts, so long will there be evil a,nd wicked 
men found in connection with Ch1·istiani.ty, enjoying 
the ot1tward blessings and privileges which it confers, 
and e, .. en in some instances p1·ofessing act11al disciple­
ship to Christ. How very soon the tares appeared 
~ven during the lives of the apostles. What a charac­
te1· is theirs, as pourtrayed by Peter, by Jude, and by 
Paul, ,vho tells us that the mystery of iniquity was 
,vorking in /iis time! In the end there will be tl1e 
full development of it, after the hindrance is removed 
(2 Thess. ii.) It is not intended to assert that '' that 
wicked'' will arise out of the professing church, 
although it may be so, but out of that confused and 
heterogeneot1s mass, resulting from the unholy union 
which now subsists between the world and the pro­
fessing church. 

True, there is a company of real disciples the 
cl1ildren of the kingdom. They are war11ed of the 
tares: the doom of Christendom is made known t-0 

them, a doom fa1· more f earf 111 than that of apostatli. 
ma,n in any other dispensa.tion. The tares will be 
bound in bundles for the fire. But there is a liope fo1· 
the children of God, the good seed. They shall escape, 
and be out of the great tribulation. 

These, however, as distinct from the mere professor, 
are not under consideration in this parable. The 
territory embraced within the limits of the kingdom, 
is that which ii called Ch1·istendom, and it is those 
dwelling within those limits that give character to 
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the kingdom. It is ·a mixed character, and such it 
must remain. The servants to whom the keeping of 
the field was entrusted fell asleep; and meanwhile the 
enemy sows tares: when they awake, they essay at 
once to remedy the evil which had crept in by then· 
1.\nwatcl1fulness. Nay, says the Lord, ''lest ye root up 
also the wheat.'' Behold, here, the tende1· care that 
the Lord takes of His own! Rather than one single 
ear of wheat should be injured, or pt1lled t1p before it 
was ripe, let the tares grow; 1·ather tha11 the little body 
of true believe1·s should be broken up in its infancy, 
e1·e the Bride be ready for the Briclegroon1, let the 
.judgment upon the wicked be suspended. The true 
sons of the kii1gdom m11st be perfected, whose names 
were written in the book of life before tl1e world was. 
The Lord. co11ld not come in judgment bet'ore these are 
,tll sec11red. Therefore the servants are not allowed to 
,tet in j udgmen t. * Let the tares alone. The cl1ildren 
of God now stand in grace, and only g1·ace must they 
exhibit; they have nothing at all to do with earthly 
judgment. Let the tares alone. If they could not 
keep the tares out, when the field '\\Tas free f1·on1 them, 
much less can they 1·oot them 011t now-'' Lest )re root 
11p also the wheat." 

Is not this same c~t1·e for His people seen in the 
long 1·espite voucl1safed to the antediluvians1 Not 
only is the long-suffe1·i11g of God seen, who bore long 
with the sinne1·s befo1·e the flood, ancl gave them space 

• If it were a q,1cstion of the C!,urclt, as such, discipline would be obli­
gatory. '' Why do ye 11,ot judge them that arc u1.t/1.i11,?'' God judgeth 
those without. 
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for repentance, when even every day that Noah worked 
at the ark, and every plank, and every nail, and every 
stroke of his hammer, was a warning, and a threatening 
of the impending judgment; bt1t God coulcl do nothing 
till Noah ,vas safe in the ark, after He 1/iniself had 
shut hi,n in: even tl1en there was a respite of seven 
days (perfect fo1--bearance ). Bl1t if Noah had been as 
long again, until he ,vas shut U}l safe in the ark, so 
long would j11dgment l1ave bee11 delayed. 

So also in tl1e case of the five cities of the plain. 
Lot ml1st be providell fo1-- befo1--e the :fie1·y storm could 
descend. The Lord saicl He could do nothing till Lot 
was gone out of the city, and the little city Zoar was 
spared for his sake ancl at l1is ent1·eaty. For the sake 
of the righteous the wicked are SJlared. '' Ye are the 
salt of the earth.'' Had tl1ere been ten righteous men 
found in those five cities, they had been s1la:r;ed. Anll 
the world is now preservecl because the child1"en of 
God a1·e in it, for '' he is not willing that any shol1ld 
pe1·ish,'' ancl all these, the t1--ue Cl1u1·cl1, 1nl1st and will 
be taken out of it before j11dgme1·1t clescencls upon it. 
Then ,vill the tares be not bou11ll merely, b_ut burnt; 
but the wheat will l1ave been secu1--ecl in the barn. 

We have, then, this fact, that whatever phase the­
kingdom may present to the world, there will be some 
good in it. N otl1ing is here said as to the amount of • 
good or evil-sim1)ly that both a1·e the1'e; tl1at they 
are really distinct the 011c front tl1e other; but that 
this distinction will be macle fl1lly 111anifest only in the 
harvest. 

• 
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THE TREE. 

In the parable of the tree, we have the representa­
tion of what the kingdom of heaven becomes in worldly 

tness. That it is not what God intended is 
evident from the enemy's • wo1·k recorded in the p1·e­
ceding parable. It must be bo1ne in 1nind that the 
kingdom was presented to the 1·esponsibility of man; 
bl1t he failed he1·e, as everywhere else, where responsi­
bility is in question. He sle1lt; and while he slept 
the enemy sowed ta1·es. Doubtless, it is for wise pu1·­
poses that God permitted it, and all must result in the 
exaltation of His own gi·ace; ·while at the same ti roe, 
the fact that '' men sle1lt'' 1,rove!iJ the t1tter 1-,_1in ancl 
l1opelessness of man in his ni1t11ral state, and also that 
where anything depends upon his faithfulness, notl1ing 
l>ut loss and co11demnation can follow. Ta1·es beh1g 
fol1nd sown among the wheat must necessarily alte1· the 
appearance of the field, and in God's judgment it is 
S}loilt. Tl1e se1~ants perceived the altered appearance, 
and wished at once to 1·emedy the evil. But it was 
wholly beyond thei1· powe1·; and lest in tl1e encleavol11· 

• 

to 1·emedy this evil, they shoulcl commit a gi·eater (i.e., 
root up some of the ,vheat), they we1·e not allowed to 
attempt it. It no dol1bt is matte1· of s01·1·ow and deeJl 
hl1miliation to those wl10 a1·e instructed in the kingdon1 
to see it thus ma1·red; l)11t, knowing the will of Goel 
concerning it, they are not to meddle with it, but to 
l)e seJJCtrate from all that bears the fo1·1,1 of evil. The 
ta1·es will be bot1nd in l>11ndles to be burnt. Man 1nay 
not cleem them to be offensive-rather are they llleasing 
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to him, for he naturally loves all that is hateful to God. 
~ 

Possibly he may iroagine them pleasing to God, for his 
11nderstanding is darkened. But they are the work of 
the enemy. The dispP.nsation of the kingdom, then, as 
a whole, awaits the judgment ~f God; and the same 
doom awaits it_ as befel the dispensation that p1·eceded 
(Rom. xi. 17-24 ). It has already been obse1 .. ved that 
these si1nilitudes of the kingdom are prophetic; and 
what is p1·esented in the tree is tl1e pictu1 .. e of the 
kingdom as it becomes subsequently to, and in conse­
<.1uence of, the p1·esence of the ta1·es among the wheat. 
'' Kingdom of heaven,'' ancl '' Cl1m .. ch of God,''* clo not 
signify tl1e same thing precisely; they contain distinct 
ideas. But the calling of the Church takes ll]ace while 
the kingdom exists in mystery; and all the 1>1·ofessors 
who are fo11nd in the field claim to belong, in some 
sort, to the Church. This greatly modifies the posi­
tion of those com1lrehended within (if \\~e 111t1.y so say) 
the bounda1·ies of the kingdom. llany things a1·e trul~ 
of God's Chl11·ch (1 .. eal members we here speak of) whicl1 
cannot be p1·edicated of the subjects of tl1e ki.i1gdom, as 
sltch simply. The being membe1-s of Ch1·ist's body, the 
Church, 01 .. bride, involves J>rivileges, and 1·esponsibilities 
too, which a1·e beyond those of the kingdom merely; 
1>ut, seeing they assume this position, tl1ey lie 11nde1· 

• ----------------------------

* The Ch11rch of necessity supposes one only body of person..~ l)elieving 
.Jews and Gentiles, 11nited on commo11 gro1111d, Ly the lloly Ghost sent 
,lo\\,1 f1·on1 he.\,·en and united to Christ there ~1.ncl by the Spirit in ~1.ch. 
'lbe kingdorn docs not necessarily, not at all in itself, i111ply tl1is union, 
l)ut it is rL display of government on certain bri,·e11111·inciJ)lcs. Bef1)re thiR 
J~i11gdon1 comes in power, l\Iatt. xiii. shows 11s the my,teries of its present 
form o,ving tu the rejection of the King and His exaltation in heaven, and 
111\t yet 011 earth, as far as man if cstatio11 goes. 'l'bis 11ec11liar phase of the 
ki11gdo111 gi\·cs roon1 for ot1r blessed privileges as sharing tho 8ttfferings of 
l'hrist, tu l.Je joi11t-heirs and to reign ,,·ith Hi1n. whe11 He takes IIis great 
J)()wer, and, having received the ki11gdom, 1·et11rns. The kingd,)m does 
11ot rise above ind·ividual privileges a11rl re811onsibility. 
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increased obligations. l\ilo1 .. e tl1an tl1is, it follows that 
the J>rofessing body is he1 .. e unde1 .. the similit11cle of :1. 

tree, and whatever the characte1.. of the t1·ee before 
Goel, such is the characte1 .. of the nominal Cl1111 .. ch. 

(Ver. 31.) '' Another pa1·able put he fortl1,'' &c. 
The kingdom of heaven is symbolized by a gr,1.in of 
mustard-seed, which becomes a great tree, so that the 
bi1 .. ds of the ai1 .. come and lodge in the branches the1 .. eof. 
We ha,re not the explanation of both these symbols 
given 11s in this chapte1 .. ; but we have them in God'8 
book, which therefore alone fllJ"11ishes the key by 

• 

which we may unlock tl1e meanii1g of this })arable. To 
look elsewhere is to disl1onour it and the Spi1i.t of . 
Every syn1bol in His ,vord l1:.1s also its meaning there. 
Howeve1 .. contra1 .. y it may be to a11y cl1e1 .. ishecl h111na11 
theory, it behove1s us to accept His CXJllanation, and 
to reject every other. We fincl, in Ezek. xxxi. 3-9, 
the Assyrian po,ve1 .. compared to ·:t gre:tt tree, a mighty 
cedar in Lebano11. His branches are f~i1 .. , his bougl1s 
ca.'3t a broad sha<.low, in them the fowls of heaven 1nake 
their nest, 1mder them tl1e l>east of the fielcl bring fo1·tl1 
their young. '' I have made him fair by the multitude 
of his branches: so that all the trees of E<len, tha~ 
were in the garclen of God, envied him." It is evident 
here that Assyria is a vast po,ver, for g1 .. eat natio11s 
d,ve]t u1ider his shadoVt". It is 11nder tl1e similitude of 
a tree; and the fowls that nestled in his branches, ancl 
the beasts that sought protection and shelter under 
them, are, according to the worcl of God, the st1rround­
ing nations. We do not enter into the moral characte1· 
of the antitype. A]l tl1at is necessary now to obse1·ve 
is that the tree typifies a towe1 .. ing ea1·thly power. 
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Again, we have the prophecy of the Lord's kingdom 
established in power, 11nder a. similiar iioage, (Ezek. 
xvii. 22-24,) and here also is a place for fowl of 
every wing. This is the millennial kingdom des­
cribed in Isa. xi-the Lord's earthly glory, when He 
will 1 .. eign in 1-i.ghteousness and power, gi • forth 
His laws f1 .. .)m mount Zion, and holding in subjection all 
nations. '' All the trees of the field shall know that I 
am the Lord." That the trees are here mentioned (i.e. 
the earth's grandees and powe1 .. s) in connexion with the 
tree of the Lord's pJanting is evidence that this pro-
11hecy looks forward to the millenni11m, when every 
llowe1 .. and Gentile dynasty shall recognize the su­
periority of the kingdom of the Son of David. In a 
word, this is the kingdom established in power (and 
not the mysterious for111 of the kingdom of heaven, 
which is the subject in the parables). But here, as in 
the f o~mer case, setting aside the moral character of 
the kingdom, it is a great powe1 .. over the eartl1 that 
is fo1·etold. Tur11 now to Dan. iv. Here is Nebu­
chach1ezza1 .. himself under the similitude of a g1 .. eat tree. 
All the po"'"e1 .. of the kingdom was absolutely vested in 
his o,vn person. More instances might be a,lduced; but 
these are st1fficient to show that a t1·ee in scripture is 
11sed to typify an ea1 .. thly power, fo1· good or evil. 

Hence we conclude that the kingdom of l1eaven has 
~tSsumed the aspect and the position of an ea1"thly 
powe1 .. ; that is to say, the 1 .. esult of bringing in tl1e 
Christian <lisrJensation has Leen that men have availed 
tr.emselves of Christianity, and hav·e used the name of 
Ch1 .. ist, fo1 .. the development of a vast hiera1·chical 

C 



26 

power, for the establisl1ment of a kingdom, which as re­
presented by the tree, has shot forth its branches and 
extended itself far and wide. Shelter, IJrotection, and 
a habitation are given to the birds of the air (''they 
lodge in the branches thereof''); and this is dignified 
with the name of the '' Church of God.''* 

And if we take ever so cursory a view of Christen­
dom, (which we take to be the wheat and tare field,) 
the connexion between the nations and powers of 
the world, and the nominal church, is plain. The 
so-called church lends her influence a.nd authority to 
the rulers of the world, and they use the name of 
Christ to further their own political views, to extend 
their own power, and to crush that of thei1 .. opponents, 
whether these opponents are professed enemies to the 
name of Christ or not. Does not history furnish 
abundant proof1 Has not the pathway of the nominal 
Church, ever since its first union with the world in 
the persen of the emperor Constantine, been a sys­
tematic grasping at the things of the world, seeking 

• 
for power, for wealth, for worldly influence, for 
connexion with the rulers of the world; yea, to 
hold even them under authority! What do we see 
now in Europe 1 The last was originated in a dispute 
abot1t the so-called '' holy places'' in Jerusalem. The 
pretensions of the Emperor of Russia to the protecto­
rate of Christians in Turkey are well known, as is 

• '' It was the churcl\,, with its institutions, its 1na[ri&trates, its tei;iporal 
power, which strove triumphantly against the internal dissolution which 
convulsed the empire, and against barbarity ; which subdued the bar 
barians themselves, and became the link, the medium, the principle of 
civilization, as between the Roman o.nd barbarian world's."'--Gi,izot on 
Civilization, Lecture II. 
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the clairn of tl1e French Empe1"or to represent the 
Latin Church. All are agreed that the ruling motives 
were aggra11disement of self and extension of empire. 
Need we all11de to things nearer home-the pronouncing 
of blessings upon soldiers, and arms, and banners i 
What is this but using the name of Christ for mere 
polii;ical purposes i A mighty engine it once was, 
and may yet be, to move the populace, and to make 
the desires of ambition popular. Bt1t in the sight of 
God, of Christ, whose name is thus dishonoured, how 
awful ! That which calls itself by the name of Christ 
is extending its branches, seeking to be identified with 
every movement in the world, invitii1g the birds of 
the air to take shelter in its branches, and saying, I 
sit as a queen, and shall see no so1Tow. There may 
be no necessity for supposing that such an earthly 
power as a tree represents is wicked in the abstract. 
Other circumstances will determine whether it be a 
good or an evil. But when the Ch11rch, whose calling 
is not earthly, but heavenly, whose city is not formed 
by hands but built an~ made of God, whicl1 is called 
to be separate from the worldly-it crucified to the 
,vorld and the world crucified to it, then we perceive 
that connexion with earthly power becomes a positive 
(lepartt1re, an apostasy. 

Alas! the professing church is a part of the world, 
-enjoys its power and ease, seeks its emoluments a.nd 
l1onours. To say nothing of Romanism, which is a 
profe&sed ruler of secular powera, do not the Pro­
testant bodies covet and contend eagerly for the prizes 
of the earth i Do we not see the means and appliances 
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of the world brought to bear upon the extension of 
what they call Christianity 1 Tn1e, we are told that 
the '' silver and gold,'' which Christendom boasts in 
now, is gathered for the extension of the gospel; but 
is this the divine way of spreading the good news 1 
When the Lord co101nissioned ITis diciples to go into 
all the wo1"ld, and preach the gospel to every creature, 
did He mean them to raise f11nds from the Gentiles 1 
Doubtl~ss, it is the duty of the Church of God to pro­
vide for the wants of those who preach and teach, if 
needy; b11t does the going about and begging of the 
world a maintenance sl1ow faith or 1 ove 1 Is this the 
teaching. of Gal. vi., 01" 1 Cor. ix., or 3 John 1 And 
then wl1at a complicated machinery ! How full of 
earthly cont1ivances ! Past history and present facts 
confirm the prophetic view given in the parable. 

LEAVEN. 

IN the parable of the grain of mustard seed beco1ojng 
a great tree, we have the kingdom of heaven as a 
power in the earth subduing other powers, and as such 
seeking p1"ominency in the world. The rulers in it 
have had for tl1eiI .. 1)1 .. ofessecl object the extension of 
the name of Ch1"ist, but this name in tl1eir hands was 
a means merely to exercise their own ambition. They 
sought to enlarge the bot1nds of Christendom, and 
succeeded in the attempt. In the prosecution of their 
design tl1ey have displayed the greatest ene1 .. gy and the 
most l111tiring zeal, tl1ey have evinced a readiness and 
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aptitude to use all the appliances that the world could 
afford. The most astute policy has characterized the 
measures, framed by some, followed by most, which 
had for their ai1n the bringing of the temporal power 
to acknowledge the superiority of the S})iritual. 
Sovereigns have been urged to oppress their subjects; 
subjects have been incited to rebel against their so­
vereigns ; divide and conquer ,vas the secret maxi rn 
which governed all their proceedings. Tl1e ll1st of 
earthly gr .. tndeur is discernible long before the secula1 .. 
power of the empit·e allied itself to the professing 
Ch11rch when Constantine made Christia,nity the reli­
gion of the empire. But this alliance once made, the 
corruption which adversity and persecution had in 
some degree held in check showed itself boldly; -and 
flatte1"y and intrigue, and all tl1e arts that men use to 
obtain influence, were employed by those ,vl10 clai r,1ed 
to be followers of the apostles, and to have the care of 
the Church. The kings of tl1e ea1·th " 1 ere courted lly 
the se1·vants of Him whom these kings took counsel 
togethe1· to deatroy. Wl1at a change came o, .. er the 
profession of Cl11 .. istianity ! Christians a1·e called to 
suffer NOW that they might reign THEY. But instead 
of suffering, the high places of tl1e earth were coveted 
:tnd obtained. Satan offerecl the glory of the wo1 .. ld to 
Christ if He would worship him-''for that is delivered 
unto me, ancl to wl1orosoever I ~~ill I ·give it.'' (Luke 
iv. 6.) J est1s would not have glory from the devil. 
But Christians have had this glory, Christians still 
enjoy and seek it. Who gave it them 1 By what 
means did they possess it 1 ''To ,vhomsoever I will I 
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give it.'' Soleinn thought! the power and the glory 
that Christ rejected the professing ch11rch greedily 
covets. We have societies composed of some real 
Christians, but fo1· the most part of nominal ch1·istians 
and worldlings, for the avowed purpose of propagating 
Cl1ristia.nity. They yield a something to each other. 
The one has civilizatior, for his object, the amelioration 
of the world ; the other yet professes to aim at christian­
i"zi"ng the world. But is civilization tlie (yea, an) object 
of the christian 1uissionary ~ Does he not call to 
separation from the world~ '' Let the dead bm"Y their 
dead,'' &c. To spread the gospel and the truth is the 
wo1 .. k of the Christian, and of him alone; the means 
and the agencies employed should be Christian and 
not worldly. If the tares and the wheat join to pro­
mote Ch1 .. istianity, alas for the wheat! How can such 
concord exist 1 How can these two walk together 1 
Is it not that the place and calling of the Church of 
GGJ has been forgotten, and the kingdom of heaven 
has rather become in men's apprehension a kingdon1 
of tl1e earth1 If any ask why God pe1 .. mitted such 
confusion, there can be but one answer: the enemy 
sowed tares in the field; the work of the sower f 01· 

the present was spoiled, and judgment was ce11'ain. 
But tl1ot1gh known to God, it was not manifest to men, 
and the worldliness, the effect of the presence of the 
tares, must be made manifest; for it is the way of God 
to make evil manifest before pt1nishing it. The pe1'Secu­
tions which the ea1 .. ly Church suffered were lessons of 
God, and might have shown the antagonism of the 
world; Lut when tl1ese divine teachings were dis1"e-
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garded, and the spi1it of the world still infected the 
professing body like an incurable disease, God gave it 
up to follow its own will, allowing it to fall into the 
world's arms,-to become a mere vine of tl1e earth, 
doomed to destruction. The true })Osition of the 
Church, as the body and expression of the glo1 .. ified 
Chri~t, was very soon lost. The Holy Ghost, as the 
ani1,1a,ting and directing energy, was grieved, hindered, 
and practically denied; and by degrees earthly hopes 
began to displace thP. waiting for Christ from heaven. 

The barrier which the Lord had established to prevent 
the influx of worldliness being broken down, there 
was nothing to prevent the professing body, as a whole, 
from beconiing thorot1gl1ly imbued with the ,spii·it of 
the world; and the consequence was the substituting 
of a religion made up of Jewish ceremonies, heathen 
1·ites, and worldly principles, for the faith once deliver­
ed to the saints. Tliis seems to be the leavening of 
tl1e lum1). 

'' Anothe1-- J)arable spake he unto them, The king­
<lon1 of heaven is like unto leaven," &c. Here we 
have the kingdo1n presented, not as a secular wGrldly 
power, but as a principle or doctrine which thoroughly 
pervades all that is s11bmitted to its influence. Tl1ere 
are sonte who conceive this parable to be descriptive 
of the grace of Goel in the sot1l. But while the 
lingdom of God is said to be ''righteousness an<l 
peace,'' &c., it is never so said of the kingdom of 
heave,i, ,vl1icl1 is always clispensational, an<l not moral 
me1'ely. The kingdom of heaven L'; eve1-- the kingdom 
of God, bt1t tlte expression '' kingdom of God'' does not 
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always mean ''kingdom of heaven.', This pa1·able, too, 
be it remarke(l, in common with those p1·eceding, was 
spoken outside to the multitude, givi11g an tternal 
picture of the kingdom which sets asicle another idea, 
viz., that the leaven is symbolical of real ch1·istianity, 
spreading universally until the whole ,vorld be con­
verted. But there is no such prediction respecting 
the gospel in tl1e whole book of God; on the contrary, 
in the very first parable in this chapter, 011t of four 
classes to whom the word is JJreached, there is only 
one class which brings forth fruit. It is inferred that 
the ,vord will not be universally recei,red. In the 
field the tares, as Sltch, continue to the end; they do 
not become wheat. In the pa1-able of the net, there 
we1·e cal1ght both good and bacl fishes. All exl1ibit 
the same tn1th, tl1at evil men will be fot1ncl in every 
age up to the encl. There are many passages in the 
Old Testament which foretell a time ,vl1en all in Israel 
shall know the Lord, fron1 the least eve1i l1nto the 
greatest; a time of all but universal blessedness. But 
nowhere is it sai(l tl1at this will be the effect of preach­
ing only; othe1· ancl f~tr different me<.lns l)esi(les will 
be use~ to accomplisl1 thic;. The l1n1)1·ejt1<licecl mincl 
may easily know that all these passages p1·edicting 
futl1re y>eace ancl happiness for tl1e '"·01·ld 1·efer to it 

future age, to be usl1ered in by ;·uclgment upon those 
that have not received the gospel. Anotl1er reason 
for rejecting the abo,"e interpreta.tion is, that it gives 
to the symbol ''leaven,'' a meaning which it has nowhere 
else in scriptt1re. Leaven never suggests the idea of nny· 
thing good. Wl1e1·ever l1sed, it is syrnbolical of cor-
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ruption. In the Mosaic economy all the types which 
have an especial reference to Christ w:ere f1--ee from 
leaven. ,v11ere the worship of the saint ,vas sha­
dowed fortl1, there was leaven, as denoting the pre­
sence of the flesh, which though mortified, and by the 
energy of the Holy Spirit kept under, yet will ever 
l)e present while he is dwelling in this present world. 
It will only be when the mortal and the corruptible 
shall be changed into the immortal and the incor­
l't111tible, that worship shall be f1·ee from the effects 
of the flesh. So in its most vn,ilent and worst fo1ms, 
as exhibiting the extreme enmity of the lmrenewe(l 
l1ea1·t against God, the hypocrisy of the Pl1arisees 
is cttllecl leaven. We rea(l too of the leaven of Herod. 
The a1lostle Patil speaks of the unleavtned bread of 
:sincerity, and here, by implication, leaven symbolises, 
11y1)ocrisy. It may be remarked also, but "rith no 
llesire to press it beyond its legitimate import, that 
the hiding of the leaven is not the act of the Lord. 

Tl1e Jla1'able, then, presents the t1niversal difft1sion 
of tl1e Christian religion ,vithin ce1iiain limits-not 
the growtl1 of fttith or the commt1nication of life, 
,vhicl1 is 1·ittl1e1' represented by the wl1eat ,vhich took 
root in the grot1nd; not the rise and progress of an 
ecclesiastico-sect1lar power, ''a great tree," resembling 
tl1e symbols of an Egyptian or Babylonish dynasty; 
bt1t a <lefinite sphere filled with the profession of 
Christ. It is the state of the kingdom which will 
bear a resemblance to the act of a woman who hides 
leaven in three measures of meal until the whole be 
leavened. To all bt1t God the distinction between 
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good and evil is lost. Outwardly it is an indiscrimi­
nate mass which bea1--s the name of Christ. God siinply 
shows us here the historical fact; and the external ap­
pearance is a lump thorot1ghly leavened. As the tree 
rep1 .. esented Christendom aspiring to power in the 
earth, so the leaven, spreading ove1-- the three measu1 .. es 
of meal, sets forth Christian doctrine prof esse<l and 
propagated throughout a given sphe1--e. It does not 
appea1· to be the design of the Lo1 .. d to prono11nce a 
moral sentence in these early parables to the multi­
tude. Of course the spiritual man ought to judge of 
all things; but he1 .. e the object is to represent such 
facts as meet the eye and mind of men outside. Nor 
have they failed to be observed, as will appear from 
the following passage of Guizot's History of Civiliza­
tion in Europe :-''The Cl1urcl1 was a society 1--egularly 
constituted, having p1·inciples, rules, and discipline of 
its own, and actuated by an ardent desire to extend 
its influence, and to vanquisl1 its conquerors. Among 
the Christians of that epoch [ when the barba1 .. ians 
broke t1p the Roman empire] in the ranks of the 
clergy, there were men who had pondered deeply upon 
all moral and political questions who held fixed opin­
ions and energetic sentiments upon all things, and 
strove strenuously to propagate them and render them 

• 
paramount. No society ever made suc/1, efforts as did the 
christicin church, from the fifth to tile tenth century, TO EX­

TEND ITS SPHERE, AND SlIOOTH THE ETERNAL WORLD 

INTO ITS OWN LIKENESS. When we stu<ly its parti­
cular l1istory, we shall perceiv~ the full extent of its 
labours. It attacked ba1 .. barism, as it were, on all its 
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sides, to civilize by subd11ing it.'' This was just the 
leavening process going on 11nder the hand of the 
''woman.'' Alas! we know it was but the spread of 
corrupt christianity; so that here, as elsewhere, the 
leaven had, in fact, its usual co11nterpart. Nor does. 
even doctrine remain sound where the1,.e is the mere 
11n hallowed desire of sp1--eading profession, and where 
the heart is not subject to God, and purified by faith. 
Thus throughout Christendom, systematic judaizing 
became the rule, mingled with not a few accommoda­
tions of heathen rites and practices, in order to please 
the multitude and facilitate their so-called conversion. 
The Church was regarded as an improvement and com­
plement of the Jewish polity. I.,rael's restoration 
and future hopes were denied, and so the ruin was 
helped on; because the Gentiles began to 1--egard the 
forfeited place of the Jews as their ow 11. Thus be­
coming earthly, they rose in their own conceit, liable 
and sure in God's tin1e to be cut off (Rom. xi). 

THE HOUSE. 

THE multitude a1--e sent away, and Jesus goes into the 
house with His disciples. They say, '' declare unto us 
the parable of the tares of the field.'' They had asked, 
(ver. 10,) '' why speakest thou unto them in parables i'' 
and the Lo1--d's answer shows the awful position of the 
Jews. They were become a re;·ected J)eople. Lo-ammi 
was written upon them. They l1ad been a people 
separated to God. Tl1ey had been a "\'ineya1--d planted 
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in a pleasant place, walled in and kept apart from 
the surrounding Gen tiles by rites and ceremonies of 
God's own instituting, by a law and ordinances of His 
giving, and righteousness was demanded of them. 
They failed in prodl1cing righteousness. God looked 
for grapes, and behold wild grapes. Prophets, the 
messengers of God, " 1ere sent to them ; but like the 
husbandmen in the parable, (Matt. xxi. 33,) they 
'' beat one, killed another, and stoned another.'' 
Promise and threatening, blessing and chastisement, 
entreaty, expostulation, and reproach were all used, 
bl1t in vain. The tenclerest appeals we1·e made by 
God. He reminds them of all that He had done to 
<lra,v them to obeclience, but they will not l1ear. 
What ·anxiety, if we may l1se the word, is seen in the 
messages sent through the prophets, tl1at they might 
escape impendi11g judgment ! Everything necessary 
was there to maintain them in their exalted })Osition, 
ha(l they bee11 obedient. '' He hath showed thee, 0 
man, ,vhat is good, ancl ,vhat doth the Lord reqln1·e 
of thee, hl1t to do justly, and to love mercy, ancl to 
walk l1umbly ,vith thy God '' (Micah vi. 8)·. But the 
kingdom must be brought to the1n, tl1at theu· 1·ejection 
of it may be made public to the ,vo1·ltl. John 
the Baptist cried, ''Prepare )"e tl1e way ot' tl1e Lord, 
make his paths straight." Repentance, confession, and 
baptism were tl1e means pointecl out by him for an 
entnince into, 01" }lreliminaries for, the kingdon1. But 
him they beheaded. Jesus coines nnd p1·eaches the 

• 

advent of the lcingdom. '' Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.'' He comes witl1 His hands fltll of 
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blessing; He gives numerous instances of I lis power 
and goodness; He went about ''healing all ma.oner of 
sickness and all manner of disease among the people,'' 
casting Ol1t devils and banishing them f1·om the land, 
sa,n1ples of the blessing and the power of the kingdom, 
brought for their acceptance, but by them 1·ejected. 
They would not have the kingdom with Christ. His 
citizens hated Hi1,1, saying, '' we will not have this 
man to reig11 over us.'' They ascribed His power, in 
casting out devils, to Beelzebub, the prince of the 
devils ( chap. ix.). But Jesus still works in grace : it 
is not quite over with them yet. He sends His dis­
ciples to herald the coming of the kingdom in all their 
cities, to the lost sheep of the hol1se of Israel, for­
bidding them to go in the ,vay of the Gentile& 
Though they had rejected Christ, they had not yet 
publicly rejected them. But whethe1· one lamented 
to them, they mourned not, or piped ; they danced 
not; that is to say, in whateve1· ,vay the testimony of 
God came, there was no 1·esponse. The testi1nony of 
God was ever rejected by them, save by a remnant. 
The PhariseP-s seek to kill Jesus, and He hides Him­
self. They put the seal to then· iniquity and condem 
nation in again asc1·ibing His work to the p1·ince of 
the devils (cha1). xii 24). Now they are judged. 

The Lord decidedly breaks "·ith them. Blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven, neithe1· 
in this age nor in that to come ; and Jesus severs the 
natl1ral tie which connected Tlin1, as the l\Iessial1 
after the flesh, ,vitl1 tl1em, and only ackno,,rledges tl1e 
relationshi1l of obedience to His Father. They tell 
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Him that His motl1e1· antl His b1·etl1ren desire to 
speak to Him. But wl10 a1·e His motl1er and brethren 1 
He points to His disciples-'' Behold my mother and 
my brethren ! For whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my brotl1er, and 
sister, and mother.'' Tliis rejection of Jesus and the 
eonsequent destruction of" Jerusalem cut short all 
God's dealings with them as a nation for the time. 
They were set aside, and a new ,vork, as we have seen, 
was entered upon. Meantiroe judicial blindness is 
sent upon them, and the saying of Esaias the prophet 
is fulfilled. Therefore He speaks to them in Jlarables. 
(See verses 11-15). Before this the Lord had not 
spoken in parables, but now that He is the 1~ejected 
One, now that Israel is Cl1t off fo1~ the time, He speaks 
in parables-none 11nderstantl but they ,vhom He in­
structs. And the disciples take the place which Jesus 
had marked out for them. He called them His 
mother, and sister, and brethren, and in the holy 
nearness and confidence of this position, they say not, 
'' Why speakest thou in parables1'' but ''Declare unto 
us.'' &c. They are now within the house in presence 
of their Lord-alone with Jesus-happy place !-the 
multitl1de, or wo1·ld outside. The separation is 
marked and distinct. Now there is communion. And 
where else can the Christian enjoy communion, save 
in the presence of Jesusi But this is the Christian's 
place, and he may ever be in the house with Jesus. 
Even when the outer ma,n is necessarily occupied with 
the t,hings of this life, with the bread that perisheth, 
the inner man may be enjoying secret communion 
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with God. The question of sin settled, the conscience 
at peace, and the l1eart at liberty, then is God able, 
and delights as a Father, to commt1ne with His children. 
He hides nothing from them concerning tl1e glory of 
Jesus. He tells them the thoughts and counsels He 
l1ad concerning Jesus and His Church before the 
fo11ndation of the world. He opens out before their 
eyes the prospect of future glory, which He gives to 
Jesus, and which Jesus gives to them (John xvii. 
22). Even concerning the judgment of the world, 
He reveals to them His purpose-''Shall I hide 
fron1 Abraham that thing which I do1'' (Gen. xviii. 
17.) '' I have called you friends, for all things that I 
have heard of my Father I have made known unto 
you.'' (John xv. 15.) Dear reader, if you are a 
Christian, then, through the amazing grace of God, 
Jesus calls you His friend. He points to you as to 
His disciples of old, aucl says, '' Behold my mother 
and my brethren.'' To them, to us, it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. l\lark the 
-care of the Lord to instruct them fully, and to unfold 
the meaning of His pai'ables. His world has its theories 
-concerning the present age, and is forming plans for 
the future a,,r1elio1~tion of its citizens, but how con­
trary to truth! Is not judicial blindness settling ( as 
it certainly will) upon apostate Christendom, as it did 
upon apostate Israel 1 May we not say, on contr-J.St­
ing the prevailing doctrines and opinions of ~he mass 
in Christendom, what the Lord said of rejected Israel, 
'' To them it is not given,'' &c .1 

But it is given; and accordingly the Lord not only 
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explains the pat able, but gives additional inforioa­
tion. '' The harvest i8 the end of the age;'' and then 
at that time ''the Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gathe1· out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and 
sha.11 cast them in to a f11rnace of fire. There shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the right­
eous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.'' The parable speaks of '' good seed.'' The 
Lord's explanation tells us the '' good seed are the 
children of the kingdom.'' There we read of '' tares," 
here ''the children of the wicked one.'' There, '' an 
enemy hath done this,'' here ''tl1e enemy is the devi·z.'' 
Then there are '' reapers,'' here '' the reapers are the 
angels. The servant wished to do the reapers' (the 
angels') work. Not so; the angels are the execution­
ers of God's wrath. So does this teach us that it is 
not tlte province of tl1e disciples of Christ, during 
His absence, and the time of His rejection, to do the 
work of judgment. We are not taught to extirpate 
he1·esy and evil men by the strong arm of the sword; 
to do so is to depart from the p1·oper place of the 
Christian. To bear testimony to Christ and against 
tl1e evil, most assuredly; but to leave ju<lgn1ent in the 
hands of God, in the hands of Jesus; for, n1ark, He 
does n(?t give up His title to the kingdom. Now He 
is patient ancl forbea1'ing, but by and by He will send 
His angels, and they sl1all gather out of His KINGDOlI 

all things that offend, and the:oc that do iniquity. It is 
His kingdom yet, though an usurpe1· reigns in His 
place. But He is coming, and ,vill show'' ,vho is the 
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blessed and only Potentate,· the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.'' Then the world, delivered from the 
thraldom of the oppressor, shall cease its gi·oan­
ings, and shall enjoy the rest and 1--epose consequent 
upon the manifestation of the sons of God. (Rom. 
viii. 19.) '' So shall it be at the end of the world.'' 
The phrase '' end of the world'' is frequently misl1nder­
stoocl. We are not ta11ght that the harvest is the end 
of the wo1'ld, the eartl1, but that it is the end of the 
dispensation or age wl1ich is characterized by the 
})reaching of the kingdom ( the true king, Cl1rist, tl1e 
Son of man, being 1'ejected and ab$ent, till He returns 
and establishes it in powe1-- and glory on the earth). 

But the fact l1ere communicated. to the disciples 
was not given the multitude. In what was said to 
them everything took place in the field, in the worlcl, 
excepting only the fact that the good seed would be 
taken out of it, and plt1ced in the barn. It is a vie,\p 
of the present age. But in the house the Lo1·d got\s 
beyond the bol1nds of the present age, a11(l ,ve 
get a peep into the fut11re one. The1·e is tl1e bind­
ing of the tares, the gatheri11g of the wheat, tl1e closii1g 
scenes of this age; but the cu1·tain is lifted, and ,\·e 

have the ter1·ible result of tl1e juQgment of tl1e 
tares in the wee1)ing a11d gnashing of teeth. 011 

the other side, we behold the righteo11s shining as tl1e 
s11n in the kingdom of their Father. These are not 
established in the ma1'red kingdorn ; it is in tl1e king­
dom of their Father that they shine ; and this is tl1(~ 
reason why there is no question of })urging the fielcl. 
There -w e1'e bette1' tl1i11gs reserved for t1s; an(l so "·e 

D 



l1L1,ve no,v tt new p1-inciple of the kingdom n1anifeste<l, 
~t principle with which the world outside has notl1ing 
to do. We have l1ad the effects of the sowing, the 
f'ttcts of the mi'i:ing and the separation, and tl1e conse­
q ucn t fo1·m of the kingdom. But now ,ve l1ave the 
l1idden motive, a principle which is fully de,,.eloped 
in the hea1·ts of the '' children o.t· tlie Li11gdo11i," a11<l 
,,,, hich Jesus brings out iii the t,vo next par,1.bles. 

The Lortl, though rejected by His own, ,vould have 
a people, a.11d He secu1·es the object of His desi.i:e at 
tl1e expense of all besides. Sc> it is a principle with 
l1im who acts according to the u11derstanding of the 
1·>urpose of God, that he will esteem nothing in com­
pttri son "~itl1 Cl1rist. The 11ri11ci11le of givi11g u1> al] 
for Christ ,,~oulJ not l1a ,,.e existecl if Ch1·ist had not 
been rejected: tl1e ta.king up tl1e cross a11d follo,ving 
Christ ,vas the necessa1·y result of 1·cjectio11. And ac­
corclingly ,ve do 11ot get tl1is p1·i11ci1Jle i11 the pa1·ables 
to the n1t1ltitude. But Clirist, for the sake of the 
wheat in the field, suffers the 1·ejection of the mass 
,vhicl1 rejection s~1·ves to b1·ing out a new ligl1t upon 
the kingdom, and a l1ighe1· glory upon them tl1at are 
His. They shall Hl1ine as tl1e s11n in tl1e king(lom of 
t11ei1· Fatl1c1·. Tl1e use of tl1e term ~, 1·ighteous'' 1na1·ks 
tl1e saints of Goel i11 thei1· inc.liv·i<lt1ality befo1·c :1.11d afte1· 
t.l1e SO\Vi!!g of tl1e seeLl. Debo1·ah sang of tl1is glory 
(Judges v. 31 ), -~ ~o let all tlrinc enemies perish, 0 
Lord, lJut let the111 tnat love l 1 i1u be as tl1e sun whe11 
he goetl1 t .. 01·th in Iris migl1t. '' Daniel s1>e"1.ks of it 
:_Llso (cl1ap. xii. ~). It was a tl1ought commo11 to Old 
Testc.tment sai11t:j. Bl1t no sair1t befo1·e \\Tn,: c·ve1· in 
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tl1e liottSe ivitlt Jesus, none ,vas befo1"e called '' my 
b1·othe1·, a11d sister, an<l mothe1·;'' a11d Jesus goes on 
t1 nfolding mo1·e and mo1"e of the p1·inciples and purpos(~ 
w l1icl1 actuate God <luring tl1e p1·esent state of the 
ki11gdom. To 11s it is gi,·en to kno,v them. May we 

be kept f1·om 011r own tl1oltghts about the111. 

----

THE IIID TREASURE. 

'' AGAIN the kingdom of heave11 is like unto treasure 
hi<l i11 a field,'' &c. (Ver. 44.) The teaching of this 
antl the followi11g parables is for the disciples alone : 
they only are addt·essed. l-Ie1·e we have displayed the 
motive of God in giving His Son to die for the wo1·ld. 
'\\Tc discover tl1n.t i11 the ''hid treasure,'' a11d i11 the 
'' 1>carl of great p1·ice,'' the field-the world-is bot1gl1t 
for the sake of tl1c treasure, and tl1e '' pearl of great 
price'' is secl1red i11 the same way ; tl1e man in each 
case sells all tl1at lie l1as, in 01·ller to be possessed of 
tl1c object of ]1is desire. The l1i<l treasu1·e is the 
Cl1t1rcl1 of God; 11ot tl1c non1i11al, p1·ofessing, bt1t the 
t1·ue Cht11·cl1, co1111)oscd of 1·egenc1·ated men. For 
tl1c sake of these the field ,,·as l>ougl1t. The Cl1ristinn 
cli~pensation was b1·ougl1t in tl1at a people migl1t Le 
b1·<)l1ght into st1cl1 a r)osition anu state of glory as thcJ· 
Ct)t1ld not JJOssibly be brougl1t i11to llntler the former 
(lis1>cnsa.tio11. Not God's 1>co1>lc merely, but pr~des­
t i11ated to '' the ador>t io11 of s01zs '' ( Epl1. i. 5 ), by Jes us 
Cl1rist to Hi111self. 

'l,l1c 1>ca1·l of great p1·ice may, 1)e1·l1!11>s, 1·efe1· r .. 1tl1c1· 
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to the individual glory of the Redeemer, as the head 
of the Church, ''who, for the joy set before him, 
endured the cross, and despised the shame.'' For when 
the kingdom is established in power, the Lord Jesus 
will not only have glory as God, one with the Father 
-that glory He has eternally; He will not only as Son 
of man have glory, as tl1e King over all the earth; He 
will not only, as Son of David, have glory as King of 
the J ews,-for His glory as King of the Jews is distinct 
from His universal supremacy over all the earth,-but 
He will have another glory wl1ich we llelieve to be far 
more precious t.o Him, the glory that I-le will have as 
the head of the Cl1t1rcl1, whe11 the Church shall be 
glorified with Him. 

This will be, "·e may, perhaps say, the glory of His 
grace. Tl1e parables of the ''treasure'' and the ''pearl'' 
are intimately connected and reflect upon each other; 
for it is by the grace of God, through Christ, and the 
transformi11g })Ower of tl1e indwelling S1)irit, that the 
Church becomes a trcast1re to Him; and it is because 
the Church is tl1us indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and thus 
1nade capable of reflecti11g His image, that He is glorified 
in it; and this glory, tl1e especial result of the perfect­
i11g of the Chl1rcl1 ( ". l1ich "·ill be by and by), is the 
•' pearl of great p1·icc ;'· the glor)" n1ost prized by tl1e 
Lord. These are tl1c t.hings kept secret from tl1c 
fo11ndation of the ,,·01·l<l. The reign of ,Jesus, as 
Messiah, the King of tl1e Je"·s, as King over the whole 
ca1-th, was a theme co11tinually dwelt upon bJ" the pro­
phets; bt1t it ,\·as a sec1·et witl1 God before tl1e founda­
tion of tl1c "·01·1(1, thttt tl1e Lord Jesus shot1l<l ha,·e a 
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heavenly bride; that a church, His body, should be 
formed, out of Jew and Gentile alike, to show that new 
glory above ; for even as He has received of His 
Ft1.ther, so shall the Church 1·eceive (Rev. ii. 26, 27). 

He1·e the kingdom of hea, .. en is not the outward 
external farm, such as it appears to the world, but is 
the position and the estimation by God of those who 
are said, in ve1·se 38, to be '' the cliild,·e1i of the king­
dom ; '' not those who are 11ominally subjects in the 

' 

kingdom, but are really tl1e children tl1ereof. The 
Lord is speaki11g to His disciples alone, enters more 
deeply into the mysteries of the kingdom ; not only 
gives the reason why the kingdom exists in mystery, 
but affords 1·oom for (without developing) the further 
and higher tho11ght of tl1e mystery of Christ and 
the Church. Away from the world and the n1ulti­
tt1de, none are noticed but the wheat-the children. 
They are said to be a treasure hid in the field ; and 
for the sake of the t1·easure-1or the heavenly saints­
the field, 01· the world, is bot1ght. Tl1e field is not 
bought for its own sake. It is not here a question 
of the uni ve1·sal offer of the Saviour to the wo1·ld; 
not of..; the declaration of the Lord, that He is not 
willi11g that any should perish, but that all should come 

• 

to repentance ; but it is the elect of God who are taken 
up, and considered distinct from all othe1·s. This 
treasl1re was present and distinct from the field to the 
1,1ind of God, before the field was bot1ght. For its sake 
alone the man sold all that he h,1.d to purchase the 
field. The treasure in it could be possessed in no other 
way ; or rather the purchasing of the field was the 



l>est way, in the wisdom of the man, to pos~ess tl10 
treasure hidden therein. God, for the sake of tl1()Se 
"·horn He foreknew, gave His only begotten S011, t.hat 
by His death the treasure might be secured. Tl1e 
Church was cl1osen in Hi111 befo1·e tl1e foundation c•f 
the world (ErJh. i. 4). ,vhy was the Churcl1 chosen 1. 
It is according to His good pleasl1re. Fo1· the sake of 
tl1e Church the wo1·ld was bought.* The great origi11al 
pu1·1Jose of God "·as the new creation of the Chu1·cl1 ; 
a11d all other c1·eations are and ,vere Sl1bor(linate to 
tl1is. God foreknew that Ada111 would fall. He fore­
knew all the dreadft1l consequences of that fall, the si11, 
the misery, the wretchedness of mankind. Wl1y tl1c11 

11;as such a state of things allowed to contint1e? ,, ... 11y 
"·n.s not the contaminated and polluted wo1·ld s,,·ept 
it\\·ay into its origi11ul nonentity 1 Beca11sc it was the 
,,·ill of God, '' his good pleast1rc," from out of this so 
11npromising material, to gather sol1ls ancl make I-Iis 
Church,-and to make it pu1·e and holy, through ancl 
in Christ; that it might be to the praise of the glorJT 
of His grace, wl1e1·ein He bath made us acce1)ted i11 tl1c 
lleloved. 

Here is the secret why the Cl1urch is called a t1·ea­
~t1re; not that it is a11ything in itself, bt1t because it 
i:-; to tlie praise of the glory of His grt\ce. Every mem-
1,er of that Ch11rch is originally as vile and ,Yorthless 
:ls others; but they a1·c washed ancl sanctified, re11e,\·cd 

---------- ---

• The p11rcl1ase of the worlcl shows forth the glot·.}· of Go<l i..t1 
n1any ways, the C'httrch is one rest1lt of re<lem1ltio11 ; b11t as it is 
ihe greatest, it is here 1>ut for the whole; as in tl1e }larable, the 
tielll is bought for the sake of the t1·eas1,re. After being 1>urchased, 
the fit:lcl may be mnclc goocl use of for the owner's glo11·. 



in mind, separate from the ,vo1·ld, called to reflect tl1c 
imn.gc of God, bt1ilded togethe1· as His hallitatio11, 
throt1gl1 the Spi1·it, 1·aised to the brothc1·hood of Christ, 
nay, to union with Him, as well as to be the sl1a1·ers of 
Hi~ throne and kingdom, constituted kings and priests 
for e,·er to God. A 11d all t.his is by the exceeding 
riches of the grace of God; arid the Church, composed 
of p111·ged and sunctifiecl men, is the manifestation of 
this grace, is the effect of the worl{ing· of His mighty 
power to t1s-wa1·d ,vho believe. How Cl)ttlll sucl1 grace 
lJe shown to 11s 1 Becat1se of Ch1·i8t den.cl, t·isen, ati(_l 
glorified. God co11ld ha,~e c1·eatecl l)eings fat· lleyo11d 
the capabilities and po\\·ci·:.; of man, nnd haY-e est:tblishcd 
tl1em in thei1· holy state beyond the 1>ossibility of si11. 

He could have endo\\·ed the1r1 with ,visdom, powe1·, a11(l 
intelligence beyond the power of human conception ; 
a11cl s11ch would have l>een to the praise and glory t)f 

His wisdom a11d power. But that ~tny shl1uld be to 
the p1·aise of the glory of His grace, it was necessa1·y 
that infinite love s11011ld be manifested to creatu1·cs 
utterlJr unwortl1y, yea, deserving of everlasting punisl1-
1nent, and' eternal bti.nishment f1·om His presence. 
How could this be do11e co11sistently with the claims of 
divine jt1stice ! God devised the plan. Bloocl was 
shed. The Son of God became Son of man, and died 
to satisfJY nncl estal)lish divine j11stice, and the way wns 
clea1· for the exhibition of g1·t1cc. '' I-~ccleemed not with 
C<)1·1·uptible thi11g.-~, .... bt1t ,vitl1 tl1e precious blood 
of (~l1rist.'' B11t it is not mc1·cly 1·eclcmption-this the 
Cl1u1·cl1 shares in commc.)n witl1 all otl1er saints, past or 
f11t11re, Jewisl1 or Gentile. The baptism of the Spirit, 
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uniting with a glorio11s head in l1eu,·en, is that which 
gives the peculiarity to the sai11t of this dispensation ; 
~1.11d upon this baptism, as the means, depends the 
Church's union with Christ, in the sense of being His 
body ; and it is thus that being brought into the 
heavenlies, the Church exhibits the wondrous power 
and riches of divine grace, is the object of the Father's 
love, for the sake of Christ ; is the fruit of the love of 

' 

the Father for the Son ; is the Father's gift to the 
Son. (John xvii. 9.) Here, then. is the treast1re. No 
other could so abundantly sl1ow fo1·th the riches of His 
grace ; and because the Church does so glorify Christ, 
the Father lo~es and gives Christ to be head over all 
things to it. Not because the Cl111rch is anything of 
itself, but because it is the exhibition of God's grace, it 
is a t1·easure to Christ. The cross of Cl1rist laid the 
foundation, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost is the 
means, by which the Church bP-con1es the greatest 
result of 1·edemption. Christ and tl1e Church are one 
-''We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he 
is.'' Tl1e l1ighest glo1·y, the nearest place to the person 
of Christ, in all heaven's hierarchy, is for the Church. 
It is by grace Christ's treasure, as He is, in every sense, 
the Chu1·cl1's treasure. 

But if the Church is a t1·easure hid in the field, only 
God could disce1n it. Frt)m other sc1·ir)tures we learn 
that the manifestation of the Church (i. e., in its 

• 

perfect state) '\\~ill not be in this world, 01· age, or 
rather, the manifestation will tc.1.ke place in the new 
age; for this will have closed when the Lo1·d Jesus 
is 1·evealed from heaven, taking , .. engeance, &c., but 
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then the Chu1·cl1 will be revealed also (Col. iii. 4). 
The manifestation of the sons of God, the Church, is 
an event fo1· which all creation, animat.e ancl inanimate, 
are represented as earnestly waiting (Rom. viii. 19-
23.) But this manifestation of the Cl1urch 1·efers to 
the future glo1·y, and is the term put to this hiding of 
our life in the passage above cited, viz., Col. iii. 4, 
'' Our life is hid with Christ in God,'' &c. We hear 
in our day about an invisible Churcl1, as if it were the 
will of God and the Church should be hidden now ; 
but there is no scriptual warrant for such a thought. 
It is a sad and solemn fact that there are many of 
God's children who walk not as childt·en of the light, 
and the Chu1·ch corporately is not k11own as a distinct 
and separate body from the world. There may be a 
few here and there who endeavour so to walk in 
separation from evil, and to keep tl1e unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace; but ~1.las, how few com­
J)aratively ! But it does not appea1· f 1·on1 scripture 
tl1at God designed the Cl1urch to occtll))y st1cl1 a posi­
tion, in which it could scarcely be distinguished f1·om 
the world, but on tl1e contrury, it does appear from 
script-ure tl1at the word ''hid'' refe1·s to the past. No­
w here do we find the idea of an i11visible Cl1t11·ch as 
l::od's intention aud desire. It wtis set llp in broad 
d,1y, in the face of all the languages asse1nbled in 
Jerusalem, and in an instant the tongue of the un­
learned was loosenecl, and gave testimony to tl1e g1·ace 
of God in the various languages to the astonished multi­
tude. Enemies reviled, and said, '' These a1·e full of ne\\? 
wine.'' There was no invisibility l1e1·e. '' By this 
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shall all men know that ye a1·e my disciples if ye lo,·c 
one anotl1er.'' God designed that unity and love, nfte1· 
Christ's pat.te1n, we1·e to be the evidence to all men 
that they ,ve1·e his disciples. This is quite inconsistent 
with invisibility, sa ,·e as the rest1lt of man's sin ; for 
alas! here, as in eve1·y other positio11 in which man 
has been placccl, is failu1·e. The Church as a body 
visible, is 1·l1ined; it is broken and split t1p into sects 
and parties, a11d i11 ma11y cases the bitterest enmity 
exists between· the ri,1als. Surely tl1is is 11ot what was 
intencled. Thi:; cannot be the effect of the presence 
of the Hol1r Gl1ost i11 the Chltrch, bt1t becat1se that 
prese11ce has been denied, a11d h11man autl1ority has 
us11rpcd tl1e 1)lace of tl1e Spii·it. Tl1e nnt11rnl, neces­
sn1·y consequence is, that, till Cl1rist comes, the l11sts 
of t.hc flesh and the power n11d Sl1btility of Satan have 
b1·okc~n ll I> ancl for ever m:11·1--ecl tl1e visible ltnit)" of the 
Cl1l1rc}1 l1pon tl1e ea1~h. '' F1·on1 wl1e11cc corne wa1-s 
a11cl fightings among you 1 '' &c. It ,,ras the secret 
pttrpose of God before the fo11ndation of the wo1·lcl, that 
f1·om the race of men living in the '\"01·lcl, and irres­
pecti,rely of His gove1namental distinctions, He ,,,.oulll 
at the. pt'O})er ti1ne form His Cl1111'cl1. TJ1is pllrpose­
w,ts intim:.i.ted ,,,.hen Cl1rist can1c, a11ll <.le,,.elo1)e<.l by 
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tl1e 81>i1·it nftc1·"·a1·cls. '' On t11i~ 1·ock I u·ill build 
1ny Chl1rcl1.'' At the cl:.1y of Pe11tecost God pl1t his 
plan into execlltion. IIe Legan to l,11ild His spiritt1al 
house ,,,.hen tl1e Holy Ghost ascende<l llpon the 
saints (Acts ii. 1-4). For the Chu1·cl1 is not merely 
an assembly of believers, hltt an assembly forn1ed into 
one body corporate, b)"" t-he act11ctl :1nd personctl presence 
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c>f the Holy Gl1ost, wl10 is jl1st in tl1e same sense JJ1•e­

.~ent, as the Lord Jesus is now cibsent. This is the 
<Jhurch. It is evident that such a body • cc>11ld not 
t~xist previously, beca11se that Christ l1ad not n.scende(l, 
;1.ncl tl1e Comfo1"ter could 11ot come till Cl1rist l1itd gone 
tl}l (John xiv. et seq). It is t1·t1e, tl1at many things 
i11 the old economy typified tl1e Churcl1, 01· • rather, 
(]}11--ist's members, in certain respects; but it is eql1t1lly 
t1"t1e that the Lord revealed His assembly as his })t11·-
1,ose, a.n<l that Paltl ,vas tl1e chosen one to bring it 
ft1lly out. E1>h. ii. Col. i. 

If the above view of the '' hid t1·east11·e'' be scriJltt1-
1·:, 1, it follo'\\TS that a ,·e1·y p1"e\ralent idea :ts to i t.s 
i111Jlort mltst be inco1·1·ect a11d t1nscriptlt1"al, viz., that it, 
signifies the 1·eligion of Cl1rist i11 the so11l • the effect11al 
inward wo1"king of the Holy Spirit in the individl1itl, 
,t11d that it ave1·s n1erely the fact that tl1e communion 
existing bet,,·een Goel a11d the be]ie"-er is a tl1i11g 
,1tte1"ly llnknown to the ,vorl<l. Most certainly it is 
t111kno,vn to the wo1·ld ; but tl1is is not what is con­
t~tined in the pa1·able. Dot1btless too we l1a,Tc Ch1·ist 
.~'i Otll" Pattern a.nd Exemplar; and as He gave up t1ll 
fo1· lts, so ,ve l1ave the gi·eat p1·inci1)le tat1ght us that 
,, .. e sl1ot1ld give ltp all and every thing for Cl1rist; not 
111 the ,vaJT of qz,ill p1·0 quo, hl1t '' "Te lo,Te Him becal1Se· 
He first lovetl llS. '' But tl1is is not so n1uch the direct 
teaching of tl1e sc1ipt111·e before us, as it is impressed 
,111on the 111in<l by the Holy Ghost as a result which 
sl1ould be J)roduced in llS by the fact that '' He sold all 
tl1~1.t He l1~tcl and bol1ght the field.'' 

Tl1e tre,tst1re, in tl1e ,\ .. 01·c.l, is not tl1c~ (Jl11·istiitnit,~- oi 

• 
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a soul, but tl1e ch1·istian body ; not the treas11re that 
the Cl1u1·ch possesses in Ch1·ist, but the treasure that 
Cl1i·ist has in the Ch1.1rch. 

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. 

"' AGAIN the kingdo1n of heaven is like unto a 
me1·chantma11 seeking goodly pea1·ls '' &c. (ver. 45, 46.) 
The glory that the Lord Jesus ,vill have as the head 
of tl1e Chu1·ch in glo1·y is more precio1.1s and desirable 
than any othe1'" glo1wy tl1at He J)Ossesses. Of course 
His glo1·y :.1.s God-one witl1 tl1e Fatl1er lJefore the 
worlds we1·e formed-is exce1lted. Official glo1·y is 
he1·e alo11e refe1·red to. Fo1· as the saints are the 
treas1.11·e most p1·ize(l by Him, so the glory of being the 
l1ea(l of the Cl11.11·cl1, of being tl1e a11thor and maker and 
possessor of it, is a glo1·y for which He ,vas content to 
set aside fo1'" a time all His otl1er glo1·y. Even the 
essentittl glory of the Godhea(l ,vas "Teiled fo1'" a time lJy 
the covering of humanity. Tl1ere ,v,1.S that in the 
pearl ,v l1icl1 so att1·acted the Lord tl1at '' tl1e word was 
macle flesl1.'' What is it that makes every att1 .. ibute 
of the Goclheatl to sta11d fo1·th so broadly marked­
that 1ni1.kes Hi'> tr1.1tl1, His l1oliness, His love, to 
appear so infinite 1 Is it not that the Son of man, 
who was the Son of God, en<l11red the full wrath of 
God clue to our sin and thus vindicated the holiness of 
Go<l, and at the same time and by the san1e means 
ga,,.e f11ll scope to the mercy of God 1 A vent was 
th11s afforded for the outflowing of that love ,vhich 
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otherwise (shall we say) must have been for ever pent 
un in tl1e heart of the Father. J es11s l1as done all 
~ . 

this. The glo1~ of doing it is His-He has declarell 

tl1e Father. He shows what thoughts were in the 
Father's heart concerning us ; how that all tl1rougl1 
the long, sad, dark l1isto1 .. y of man's rebellion, there 
wa8 the cherished tl1ought with God, tl1at soon there 
would be such a tide of abounding grace to poor sin11e1-s 
as would satisfy His l1eart. With what ii1finite com­
placency the Fathe1-- must eve1-- ha,re beheld tl1e S011 ! 
What manner of intercourse there was between the 
Fathe1· and Son befo1·e the incarnation, is not for ·us to 
say: but we do know tl1e (lifferent occasions ,vl1en the 
voice from l1eaven said, '' Tl1is is my beloved S011.'' 
Well there is ,1, glory for all this w l1ich belo11gs 
excl usi ,,.el y to Jesus. The Ch u1 .. ch is a treasu1--e~ 
because, "'·hen pc1--fected, she "\\'"ill be the brightest and 
greatest rest1lt of redeeming grace, and next to tl1e 
Lord Jesus will holcl the highest place in tl1e coining 
glo1·y ancl in the Father's heart. The Cl1urch l1as l,een 
made this by Ch1·ist. Christ I-Ii111self alone possesses 
the l1onour and the glory of it. He is tl1c head of tl1e 
Church, and tl1c 1>earl of great Jlrice see111s to l1ave 
especial reference to tl1e new thing in its unity. T1·t1e 
it is '' tl1e kin9do11i of l,eave1i ,,1'l1ich is likened," &c., 
but, as we ha,·e seen, the treasure and })Carl a1·e 
pictures, the one of the 1·eal child1--en of the kingdom 
in their agg1--egt1.te capacity as individ11als, and tl1e 
other of their l1nity-''one 1,ca1·l.'' And ,\·l1ile in tlie 
treasu1--e we sa"\\1' tl1e king<lo1_11 t1nde1' the a8JJect of the 
saints glorifie<l, so nov; in the pea1'l ,ve see them ~ the 
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<!01ning kingdom of hea ve11 tl1at it ,vill be 111alle 
n1t1.nife8t to all. 

Had it heen the will of Go<l, the Lord Jesus COlll(l 
have establisl1ed His kingdom in power at IIis first 
aclvent; the rejecting Jews could have been crt1sl1e(l~ 
and tl1e little l"emnant exalted into a nat~on; but tl1e1·t• 
would then l1ave been no chu1"ch ; no t1"easure, a11<.l 110 
}learl; the kingdom of l1eaven would ne,·e1· havt) 
:lSsumecl these phases. It was for the joy set bef 01·t • 
Him of bringing many sons to glo1•)r, that He g(.1.ve ll}• 
all that 1-Ie had, that He did 11ot take the king,lon1, 
tl1e power, an<l the glory, and reign the sove1·eig11 po­
t, •11tate of the earth. To bring 11eace ai1cl rigl1teo11snes8 
111>on the earth, to rescue as t11e second Adam from tl1t• 
g1·as11 and tl11·aldom of tl1e ene111)r a]l tl1at the fi1·st Adan1 
lost, delivering the ,vhole creation no,v groa11ing f1·on1 
its bondage, to bind the foe an<.l cast him into tl1e pit, 
to be haile(l as king by ls1·t1el, to sit u11on the tl1rone 
of His fatl1e1· Davicl: ~tll tl1ese ,ve1"e pearls in l\Iessirth'8 
c1·own; Ultt to b1·ing many sons to glory-nay, 11101·c to 
Lind tl1e111 i11to 011c body co1·1101·ate by tl1e JJ0,,·c1· a11<-l 
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Jl1·escnce ot· tl1e IIoly Ghost, t'.) llri11g them i11to snc]1 
u11io11 ,vitl1 Himself tl1at tlic)r and He should l.>e bt1t 
011e, even as He ancl tl1e Fatl1c1· a1·c one-to clo ;1,]l tl1i~, 
to be lli112self tl1e ..:\ln1igl1t:-,· di,·i11e 1·eason 1l·l1!J t]1(_~ 
l.,athe1· sl1ol1l<l n1a11itest st1cl1 su1)e1·allolm<-ling 1·icl1cs ot· 
g1'ace, THIS, TI11s, is tl1e }Jea1·l of g1·eat 1>1·ice 

He gave llp all that he l1ac.l. Every other pea1·l for 
tl1 e time was sold in order to }JOssess tl1is priceless one. 

Bl1t tl1ere is 1no1·e tl1an tl1i~. ....\ s tl1e g1·et1.t Ato11e1·, 
• 
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He stands alone in an mcomn1111ucable 1>lace. Tl1c~ 
Church will sha1·e His glo1~ as Lord and King, &c. ; 
nncl as the suffering of the &,tonement we1·e all His, sc.> 
also the glo1·y. But there is a glo1·y as Head of the 
Ch11rcl1 ,vl1icl1 is peculiar. In all that He is to tl1e 
Church, all that He is foi:· l1er, there a1·e treasu1·ed 111, 
the 1·iches of '\\"isdom, love, and glo1·y; a11Ll i11 the bring­
ing out of these and using tl1em for the benefit of His 
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Cl1u1·ch, shines forth the brightness of the Lord. 
He has ov-ercomc- the 110,ver of death, and is con­

sequently tl1e autl1or of life. The sentence of death 
l1ad gone fo1'"th 11pon n1a11; tl1e1·e 1'..M a 1·igl1teous 
11ecessity that man should (lie; whe1·e there is sin the1·e 
11111st be death. Justice could 11ot othe1·wise be main­
tained i11 its integ1·ity. '' Without shedding of blood 
tl1e1·e is no remission.'' The1·ef 01·e is it '' appointed 
11nto 111en once to die.'' This is the gene1·al lot of 
111a11kind. But Ch1·ist l>y His death has obviated this 
cloo1n ancl the still moi·e ,twful jl1<lgment fo1· tl1ose ,vl10 
,1,1·e His; fo1· as it is decla1·e<l tl1at ''we shall not all slee1l," 
~o it is equally certain that c.letttl1, as a 11enal consequence 
of sin, is mo,~ed f1·om the ChU1·cl1 of Goc.l. T1·uc, some 
l1ave (lied, and ,ve who tt1·e alive no,v n1ay also clie; 
but it is equally t1·11e tl1at :tll sl1all 11ot die, and that 
,,,.e ,vho a1·e no,v on the e:t1·tl1 may be of tl1e numbe1· 
,vl10 '' ru·e alive and 1·emai11'' at the coming of the IA01·tl 
( 1 Thess. iv). '' Behold I show yo11 a ID)"Ste1·y ; ,\~<.~ 

sl1~tll 11ot n.11 slee1), b11t ,\-c shall all be cl1angecl, i11 
~t 1110111ent, in the twinkli11g of an eye, at tl1e ltlst t1·t1mp; 
f'ut· tl1e t1·u1npet shall sound, and the dcacl sl1all be 

l'itisccl i11co1·1·l1ptil>le, a11c.l ,vc sl1all be cht111gctl '' (1 Co1·. 
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xv. 51, 52). An(l here do we see the glory of Christ. 
He can and does meet tl1e demands of justice upon us, 
satisfying all claim by the shedding of His own blood ; 
so death has no more do1ninion over us. Death may 
be permittecl to serve us, never to be 011r ru1er (1 Cor. iii). 
Deatl1 can be only by the will of ot1r Lord and Master, 
who is fo1 .. llS ancl to us the ''resur1 .. ection and the life.'' 
He gives ete1 .. nal life to His own, the life such as He 
now l1a.s as the risen and last Aclam. It is resurrection­
lifc, i.tgainst whic11 there is no question of death. 
N attll'i.ll life p1·ccecles and in us is the precu1 .. :;01.. of 
deatl1 because of sin. Rest1r1 .. ection-life comes after 
death and is eternal; nothing can touch it. It g1 .. o,vs 
out of tl1e cleatl1 of Cl1rist, after lie 11ad pt1 t away sin; 
:tnd ,ve ,vho l1ave diecl ,vith Him a1'e also risen witl1 
Him, a11<.l the life ,vhicl1 he took v.phen rising from the 
tomb, lle commt1nicates to t1s; so that to touch ot1r 
life ,\youl<.l be to toucl1 His life. But He is the 
conqt1e1·01 .. of death, and cannot be subject to it: we a1·c 
conqt1erors witl1 Hi,n, and cannot be subject to the 
power of death; '' as he is, so a1·e ,ve. '' 

No otl1er life cot1ld be sl1a1·ed b)r Him and the Cl1urch. 
The1 .. e was no se11tence of deatl1 against His life as man 
})erhaps, incleecl, ,ve may say tl1tit it ,vas a mit .. acle for 
Him to clie, as much as fo1· any otl1e1 .. man to rise from tl1e 
dead; ancl He could have entered into heaven, into tl1e 
presence of the Father in His o,vn name and right. 
Bt1t He wot1l<l have been alone. '' Except a co1·n of 
wheat fi.tll into tl1e grouncl and (lie, it abideth alone." 
Resun·ection-life can be and is imparted. It is }last 
human thot1ght ho,v Gotl coulcl becon1e man; how sucl1 



a man could clie. God tells us it is so. He gi, .. es us 
11ower to believe it, and with joy and gladness we feed 
upon tl1e }lrecious t1 .. uth. But it was conceivable that 
after He had become man, ancl had die(l, the life He 
then took ,vould have bee11 Hi', own only. • To com-
1nunicate th,1,t life, so that it is possible tl1at there could 
be a life which is sha1·ecl jointly by Cl11 .. i8t and the 
Cl1l1rch, is indee(l wondrous. There might l1ave been. 
given a ne,v life, and eternal life might have l1ad been 
co1umunicated, ,vhich yet ,vol1ld l1ave fallen short of the 
glorio11s life actt1ally given. Tl1e saints of for1oe1· dis­
llensations l1ave ete1 .. nal life; fo1 .. all wl10 see and ente1 .. 
the kingdom of Goel must be bo1·n again : they will be 
1·aised when Ch1·ist comes, and will ente1 .. into Christ's 
l(ingdom. But we l1ave mucl1 n1ore, eve11 life in 
1·esu1 .. rection. It is the risen Lo1·d's life tl1at we share. 
He gave up His life for us. He rose again and takes 
life in this new condition to sliare it with llS. at 
1)0,ver, ,vl1at wisdon1, what love in God! How secure 
tlte Ch1'istian is ! His life is above. Let 11 im be ever 
so buffeted do,vn he1 .. e, let him be eve1 .. so t1'nmpled upon 
by the wo1·lcl, and the objeet of ever so mucl1 enmity 
of the ,vo1 .. l<l's god, yet he is safe. ''None shall Jlluck 
them out of my hancl. '' '' Ou1' life is ltid with Christ 
in God." Chastisement may come, and will come upon 
tl1e e1 .. ring Chr~tian, but this is in God's faithful care, 
,111d fo1 .. hi'l blessing. His ]ife can never be cut off; it 
is eternal. 

It may be askecl, ,vhy <lo any of the Lorcl's people 
tlie 1 De,tth is e,·e1 .. a d1·ead and a te1To1· ; why are 
11ot tl1c bought, the p1·ecious ones, thoroughly deliverecl 

1: 
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1·1·om it 1 We ans,ve1·, tl1e c.leittl1 of the hotly touches 
11ot tl1e eternal life ,vhicl1 is tl1e gift of Go(l; and al­
though some Ch1·istiii11s clie, iill ,,·ill not die ; a11<l if 
but 01ie 1>assed into hea,~en ,v·itho11t cleath, it ,vould 
<-~stablish and confirm the trt1th, that death, as a con­
sequence of sin, does not happen to the Ch1·istia11. If 
the cause be remo,red, so also is the effect ; if si.J.1 be 
llut away, so also is the penalty. The Ch1--istia11's 
~leath is beautifully 1 .. ep1 .. esented in scriptu1 .. e as sleeping 
in the Lord-of cot11"Se as far as the body is concer,1ed. 
"rhen it is not death, prope1·ly so called, but the E-\pii·it 
<leparti11g to be with the Lord (which is '' far better''), 
~t little ,v hile, before He comes in the air to take al I 
His redeemed ones to Himself. But the Ch1·istian is 
entitled to have the fullest joy in the thougl1ts of the 
Lorcl's con1ing. If he cloes (lelay, it is 11ot that H<~ 
is slack conce1 .. ning His llron1ise, but because He is 
not willing that any should pe1·isl1, &c. (2 Pet. iii.) Th(• 
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long-suffering of the Lo1 .. cl is salvation, as if He 
,ve1 .. e seeking to gather as many as possible 11nto His 
Ch11rch, before He descends in judgment 11pon a god-
less world. • 

He is l1ead ove1 .. all tl1ings to the Church. Death is 
s11bject to l1im, ancl if tl1e Ul1ristjan dies, it is not be­
cause he is a sinner, but because it is the will of God. 
Therefo1·e ,ve say it is but sl11mbering till tl1e Lor<l 
,vake up the body. To say that the believer, ,vhe11 
lie dies, pays the debt of natu1·e, id false, fo1 .. death is 
the debt of sin; to say that it is paying the debt of 
~in, is equally false, for Ch1·ist paid the whole debt, 
to the utte11D.ost, on tl1e CI'"oss. 
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He is ll l1le1· ove1· all circumsta11ces antl afflictions, 
all ancl e,,.e1·ything thttt can possibly l1appe11 to the 
believe1... He can ancl will ea.use all things to ,vork 
to.;ctl1er fo1· good to him (Rom. ,-iii.) Sucl1 is Cl1ri::Jt 
to t.l1e Chu1·ch now; for ,vl1at He is to the in.:livi<.ll1al, 
He is also to the body. But how 1nl1ch mo1·e lust1·ous 
will His glory a1lpea1· in the comi11g ~1.ge, when f1·om 
tl1e wl1ole body, and '' perfected in one," p1·aises ltnsul­
li(~tl by any infirmity, which no,v so insin11ates itself 
into ou1· worship, and stains it, shall be ascribed to 
Him f 01· eve1· and ever ! 

To gathe1· up the fe,v tl1ol1gl1ts about these two para­
bles,-and l1ow ve1~ far belo,v the mark they are !­
tl1is pa1·able, the pearl, 1·ep1·esent.." the merchant-man as 
seeking for goodly pearls, as if the Lord J est1s, in seek­
i11g to glorify tl1e Fatl1e1·, J oh11 xvii. 4, (an(l it ,vas 
His joy anrl glo1·y so to clo,) chose that ,vhicl1 ,vo11ld 
b1·ing out, in p1·ofo11ndest cha1·acte1·s, the ricl1es of His 
g1·ace. Ancl in glorifJring the Fathe1·~ tl1e 8on is 
eqt1ally glorifiecl, fo1· '' all mii1e are tl1ine antl thine are 
mi11e, and I am glo1ifiecl i11 them.'' The kingclom of 
heaven, as it now exists in mystery, is likened to such 
a merchant-man. The treasl1re is not yet, de facto, 
complete, and the headship of a holy, glo1·ified Church 
is not yet enjoyed and manifestecl. But the work of 
bringing many sons to glory is going on, the nl1mber 
,vill soon be complete. Tl1en, and then only, will 
J esl1s ente1· into the full possession of tl1is ''pearl of 
gre~it price.'' As far as Christ is concerne<l, all has 
been sol(l, whether fo1· the field an<l its t1·e:.l...~l11·e, or for· 
tl1e J)ea1·l ~lnd tl1e object He prizes-~ in eitl1er case it is 
fcct1recl. 



60 

The pea1--l is not identical with the treasu1 .. e. The1 .. e 
is this difference in the parable, that the one is fol1ncl 
l1id in tbe field, the othe1 .. is not; the one shows whe1"e 
the treasl1re is founcl, so that its preciol1sness is 
relative, not int1~nsic. The other, I judge, to refer to 
Christ Himself, as tl1e disce1ner of goodly pearls. He 
was seeking sucl1. And it was the beauty of the new 
thing in God's love and pu1--pose, which attracted His 
l1eart and search. In the antitype He has so beauti­
fied and adorned tl1e Church, that it is to Him, indeed, 
one pearl of gi·eat price. 

Con1rnentato1"'s, in general, appear to give a simila1· 
explanation to this parable as to the hid treasure, viz., 
tl1at it is illl1strative of the divine energy impa1~ed, 
,v hen the Ch1--istia11 gives t1 p all for Cl1rist. Certain I y 
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the child of God does willingly give up all for Christ., 
or perl1aps we should say that the Christian must be 
brought to this, before lie can ft1lly enjoy fellowshi1l 
with Christ. (See Phil. iii.) But this is a secondaI')'" 
a1lplication, and is a line taught us by the Spirit, from 
the fact that Christ gave U}l all for us. The pea1--l is 
11eerless, the price also is beyond compute; and Ch1ist 
is the trl1e merchant-1nan who estimates. Christ spilt 
His own lJlood and endl1recl the agony of the c1 .. oss; 
more tha11 this, He bo1"e the fierce wrath of God in the 
very contem1Jlation of which He cried out in the ga1--­
den, '' if it be }lossible, let this cup pass from n1e. '' 
Bt1t the cup was drained to the dregs, antl in His 
deepest ,,·oe He criecl Ol1t, '' My God, my Goel, why 
h~ts thou fo1·saken me '1'' Then the last fartl1ing ,,·as 
})tticl. But He was hea1--d in that He fea1·ecl. He say~, 
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''Father.'' ''Fathe1·, into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit.'' He ''we11t and sold all that He had and 
bot1ght it.'' 

'fHE NE.I'. 

Ver. 47. ''Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
l1nto a net that was cast into the sea and gathered of 
every kind,'' &c. In this la;,t l)arable the kingclom is 
again !)resented as comprehending tl1e ,vhole of 
Cl1ristendom, not as in the parables of the tares, the 
t1·ee, a11d the Jea"\-~en; but as it is in its effects and 
l)t1rpose in the eye of Goel. We kno,v it is His 
pt1rpose to gather out of the wo1·l<l a people for Hi1n­
self, and the means used for this is likened unto a net 
cast into the sea. The net is evidently the p1·eaching 
of the c1·oss of Christ~to the Jews a stumbling block, 
to the Greeks foolishness. The world's religion, Phari­
saism, has ever stumbled at tl1e c1·oss of Christ. T11e 
worl(l's wisdom ancl philosopl1y have eve1· deen1ecl it 
folly. But to the simple, hl1mble believer it is the 
power a11d wisdom of God. The sea is tl1e symbol of 
the inhallitants of the earth in a st,1te of tumult and 
lawlessness. And such is eminently the state of tl1e 
world. And it is into such a ,vo1·ld, into st1ch a sea 
casting ltp mire and dirt, that tl1e gospel net l1as been 
cast, and fishes of every kii1d are enclosed. Within 
the boun(ls of Christendom, a11cl unde1" the name of 
Christian, are to be found, not the greatest good only, 
l)ut the greatest wickedness in the earth. The1·e are 
1·eal and false disciples of Cl1 rist. 
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Wl1at a difle1 .. e11t vie,v is taken of the kingdo1n, 
according as we look at it f1·om the ea1·th, or from the 
heavenly places !-stancling Ol1tside with the ml1ltitutle, 
or in tl1e house witl1 J est1s. Fro1n the fo1"'n1er w-e get 
only its exte1·11al featu1·es-a gi·eat wheat-field, but 
the c1'oss minglecl ancl spoilt by tares; ,l g1·eat tree, 
witl1 its ,.,.ast l)ra11cl1es shooti11g out on eve1"y sicle; 
and a ce1·t1tin n1ass of n1eal ,vith leaven working till 
the wl1ole was lea,,.ened. A system aclapti11g itself to 
the peculiarities ancl cl1a1-acte1·istics of tl1e different 
nations among whom it is established, as if its p1--opa­
gators would make a perve1--ted use of tl1e a1)ostle's 
wo1·ds, '' all things to all men.'' A syste111 w hicl1 
possesses· eno11gl1 of nati,re energy to gi,re a ce1"'­
tain clistincti,·e featt11"'e to all ,vho are in it; while yet 
affording 1·00111 fo1· the development of all tl1e shades. 
of diffe1·e11ce Ct)111prise<l in Catbolicisn1 of east 01" west, 
in nationalisrr1 or clissent. The ain1 and intent of 
Satan is to b1 .. ing such me11 under the cout1·ol of ,t 

priestly, qt1asi-spi1 .. itual bondage, compared with whicl1 
no yoke is so heavy and intolerable; a11cl tl1is in utte1· 
co11t1·a,·e11tio11 of God's purpose ·ii1 establisl1ing If is 
Churcl1 in the ,vo1·ld. Goel calls to separation f1"om 
the ,,·oriel, :1ncl the takii1g llp of tl1e c1·oss in practice 
as ,\,.ell :ls i11 1•1·inciple. His c11en1y's S)·sten1 l)lll"'Sues. 
union ,,,ith tl1e ,,·01·lcl, ancl, by means of tl1is, promises 
ease a11d l1ouou1·. Bl1t it is only when in ''tl1e house," 
and 011r ioinds lmcler the tuition ancl gt1idance of tl1e 
Holy Spi1"it, that we see the ext1--eme cont~ariety 
bet,veen the true position of the saint a11d tl1at ,vl1ich 
is asst1n1ed by tl1e professing ,vo1·lcl. 'rl1e net is cast 



into the sea, a11<l its pu1·pose is to se1la1·ate tl1ose witlm1 
it from the mass outside. In the pa1·able of the tares 
the 1·eason is given why, or how, tares came to be 
mingled with the wheat. 1.lf e1i slept, ancl du1·ing that 
time the enemy sowed l1is ta1"es. Here ,ve have no 
1·eason given ,vhy the net encloses bacl fishes as well 
~ts good 011cs; it is simply the fact-s11ch is tl1e case. 
The ,vorld sees only what unfaitl1fulness ancl v.ro1·ldli­
ness have made of it; viz., the Clzurcli-1vo1·ld. The 
TRtTTH shows us that tl1e net is Gocl's mea11s fo1· 

• 

gathering out His ov."11. That ma}~ be seen by thl· 
multitt1de; this only bjr the cliRciple i1i the house. 

So when the fou1· e1npi1·es ,vere symbolically p1"e­
sented to the Gentile king, tl1ey l1acl tl1eir ,vorldlJ· 
,1,spect. Tl1e1·e was the similitt1de of a great in1age, 
majestic in its proportions, composecl of tl1e most 
costly, cl11rable, and t1sef11l of metals: there ,vas in it 
that which 1 .. ecommendecl itself to the world, the 
splenclot11· a11cl 1ichness of golcl ancl silver, the st1·engtl1 
and se1·,-iceableness of brass and ii .. on. T1·ue, there 
was clay also, but that ,vas do,vn low in tl1e feet ai1d 
was comparatively overshadowed by tl1e beauty ancl 
brightness nf the head ancl b1·east of gold and silve1·. 
Here is the world's estimation of imperial J)Ower an(l 
success£ ul ambition; and they bo,~· do,v11 ancl ,vorship; 
but ,vhen t,l1ese same empi1·es ~1.re sl1own in symbol to 
the saint, they are cha1--acte1·ized by 11nclean and terro1·­
strikin g beasts, beasts gi .. eecl y of bloocl, f e1"ocious, t1n­
tamea ble, and indeecl tl1e last one had s11ch pre­
eminence in tl1ose qualities, that no animal known to 
ma11 ,vas able to set fo11jh its cha1'acte1·; ,l11cl so a 
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nondescript monste1.. a ter1"or 1iatu1"m was l1eld up to 
tl1e prophet's eye to symbolize the fol11·th empi1 .. e. 
Tl1is gives us God's jl1clgment about tl1ese e1n11i1·es, 
and shows t1s ,vl1at valt1e His saints sl1ot1l<l 1)t1t upon 
their splendour and 1)owe1... That whicl1 is pleasing 
to the natt11 .. al man is an abomination to God. 

This parable and that of tl1e tare-field bea1.. tl1is 
resemblance, tl1at they both present to t1s the mixed 
characte1· of the kingdom; bt1t tl1ey diffe1· in that the 
latter brings more J>rominently to ,ie,v the kin,g(lom 
cluring the continuance of the present age; tl1e fo1"mer 
1nost discloses that whicl1 takes Jllace at the end. The 
one is tl1e final sepa1·ation ancl tl1e otl1e1· the co-existence 
of the two cl1aracters fol1nd in the ,vo1·lcl ,,·hicl1 owns 
Christ exte1 .. nally. In the explanation given by ou1 .. 
Lo1·d to tl1e disciples, the issl1e i11 blessii1g ancl mise1-y 
of the wheat and the ta1·es is 1nade known; but in the 
parable itself the p1·incipal tl1oug]1t is, ''let l.>0tl1 grow 
togetl1er. '' But in tl1e })arable of the net, the great 
thought is seen in the act of tl1e fisherme11 selecting 
the good and pl1tting them into vessels, ancl in reject­
ing the bad. The fishermen a1 .. e not 1'ep1'esented as 
being the acti\'"C agent.~ in pt1nisl1ing tl1e bad: they 
!,iraply lea,,.e tl1em, casting them a,,·ay. Tl1e angels 
here, as in the paralJle of the tares, are the executo1 .. s 
of God's vengeance. We l1ave not tl1e t1'ue sai11ts con­
sidered distinct f 1·om the mass of 1)1·of essors, as in the 
''hid treasure'' and in ''the 1>ea1·l," no1.. is it an 
external view of the kingdom as p1'esentecl i11 those 
parables spoken outsicle to the rnl1ltitude; but a 
pictt1re of the whole as it appea1·,-; to Goel, and as He 
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would have His sai11ts view it, and t11e means He l1as 
adoptecl in calling Ol1t His people f1 .. om the world. It 
is the winding llp of the present age. The great net 
,vhich was let clown i11to the sea, ,v hen Ch1 .. ist was 
first proclaim eel, is no,v ch"a wit to the land. Tl1e sow­
ing and ripening of the field are at an encl, and the 
sifting time is come. Tl1e floo1· will be tho1·oughly 
purged, t-l1e wheat gathe1 .. ecl into the ga1~er, tl1e cl1aff 
burnt with unql1e11cl1able fire. 

The good a1 .. e first taken ca1·e of, and put in vessels 
by those fit fo1· that wo1 .. k; afte1 .. that selection (how 
long is not said), the angels clo their work. The 
11a1·able gives 011ly t,he pl1tting of tl1e good into vessels, 
nor is this confi11ed to one act, but 1 .. atl1er, we a11pre­
hend, gi ,-es the characte1.. of the time ( so far as the 
g<>od are concer11ed) ,vl1ich will elapse f1 .. om the first 
separation to tl1c establishment of the millennial king­
dom. And ,ve kno,v tl1at the rapture of the Cl1t1rch 
,vill take place before jl1<lgment clescends upon the 
,vicked. Fo1 .. wl1en the Son of 111a11 is 1 .. e,,.ealed in 
flaming fi1"e, taking vengeance ltpon tl1em thitt kno,v 
11ot God, t11e l1eavenly saints will appea1· with Him, 
and, consequently, 111ust l1ave been gathered to Him 
before (Col. iii). Be tl1e inte1-val then between that 
rapture and t-l1e revelation of tl1e Lord ,J esl1s with 
tl1ese saints i11 flan1ing fire, long 01· sho1 .. t, tl1e two 
events cannot be at tl1e same moment. The dead saints 
will be 1 .. aised and the li,,.ing sai11ts changed, and both 
shall be cat1ght up to n1eet the Lo1·d in the ai1 .. (1 Thess• 
iv). This is a very cliff erent scene f1 .. om tl1e time when 
He and His a1·mies shall be revealed to His enemies. 
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It is a g1·eat 1nistake to co11found tl1csc clistinct pa1--ts 
of His coming or lll"esence. The Cht1rch of God is 
ever directecl to expect the corning of the Lord J est1s 
c.tt any moment. His disciples are al,vays to be waiting, 
always expecting. This is tl1e t1·t1e position of the 
Church of God. The1·e is 110 event given ,,,.hich must 
precede His coming to l"ecei ve t1s in the air. The1"e 
a1·e ma11y llro1)l1ecies ,v l1icl1 must be fulfillecl before His 
and ot1r a1)pea1i11g ca11 take lllace. We know that tl1e 
letting thing must be taken a,vay ancl the lawless one 
t'evealed, w horn the Lo1'd will destroy ,vith tl1e breatl1 
of His mot1tl1, and with the apJJea1 .. u1g, 01' shining forth, 
of His p1·esence ( 2 Thess. ii). There are signs gi ve11 
,vhicl1 shall t1she1· in the great anll te1·rible llay of thf~ 
Lo1 .. ll. There are times and dates given, llays, ancl 
months, and yea1~, whicl1 mt1st pass before tl,at event. 
(Vide Daniel ancl the Revelation). 

We do 11ot ente1· i11to tl1e questions, whether the days. 
be symbolical 01· natural, whether we can con1pute and 
fix the precise llate of tl1eir commencement or not, &c. 
We simply say that the giving of any time to elapse 
J)reviously, 01· of any sign to precede, is incompatible 
,vith the position of waiting for Christ contint1ally. 
And that this is the t1 .. ue position of the Cht11·cl1 of God, 
has been fully provecl in a11othe1" paper of this periodi­
cal (p. 210), a11d ,vhich ,ve need not no,v enter upo11. 
,Vhen the Lo1·d descends in the air to meet His Cht11·cl1, 
this 1)ect1liar pl1ase of tl1e kingdom (whicl1 ,ve may 
call its Churcl1 aspect) ceases. It is the l,:i11gdom of 
heaven as a ,,·l1ole ,v hicl1 ,ve l1ave here. The1·e are 
other saints, 011tsicle the Cl1urcl1, which l1ave a sha1·e 
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in the kingdon1 and i11 the first 1 .. esu1 .. rectio11. Tl1e 
heavenly saints, symbolized by the t,venty-fo11r elde1 .. s, 
a1"e in hea,,.en befo1 .. e that tremendous <l1"ama of the 
Apocalyptic ju<lgments begins; ancl, "' l1ile ,ve see tl1e11l 
in heaven, there a1"e saints, Ge11tiles, as ,,~ell as J e,,-s, 
011 tl1e ea11ih, passi11g tl11 .. ougl1 gi.·eat t1·ib11latio11, ,vho111 
afte1 .. wa1·ds, )-et 1-J1·evio11s to the g1·e~lt ca.tastro1)he, the 
propl1et J 0]111 sees with wl1ite 1--obes (Rev. ,,.i. vii. xi,·. 
&c.) B11t du1"i11g that terrible time, tl1e ki11gdo111 
ta.kes again the same cba1 .. acter it ha<.1 bef"o1"e tl1e <la)· 

of Pentecost (i.e., it is 11ot ~t1·ictly the Ch11rcl1 
char~1.cter). The p1·inci1>les of tl1is time a1·e found i.J1 
the earlie1· cha1)ters of tl1c Acts; f,1r, altl1011gl1 the 
Churcl1 ,vets formed, )-~t l1e1" 1)ec11lia1" })Osition and 
p1·ivileges ,vere not as yet b1·011ght out; tl1e message 01· 

preaching of tl1e kii1gdom, altho11gl1 extending to the 
Gentile tl1ro11gl1 tl1e bloocl of a slain and risen Cl11ist, 
,vas pt1.1·ticularly a<ld1--essed to Jews, a11d i11 the 

• on1 of Goel it was necessary that the J e,v sl1ould 
entirely 1·eject it befo1--e tl1e full de,,.elop111ent of His 
a1nazing gi·ace co11ld take place. It ,vas ,\·lien tl1e 
testin1ony of Jesus on the ea1·th, and also of the Holy 
Ghost after the Lorcl's asce11sion hatl both been rejecte<.l 
by God's ow11 ancient peo1)lc, that the s11pe1·-abounding 
grace of God to tl1e lost Jew and Gentile indiscrimin­
ately, can1e f11lly out. 

Tl1e gatl1e1·ing of tl1e good fisl1 into vessels 1,)- the 
fishermen is, evicle11tly, n. distinct act f1·om t11e sepa1·a­
tion of the u·1·cked f1·om among tl1e ,just, ,vhich last te1·1n 
is a very common clesig11atio11 of 01<1 Testament saints, 
and b11t selclom applied to tl1e S}tints s·~nce Pentecost, 
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,except wl1en the Holy Ghost applies Olcl Testament 
scriptt11·e to them, as for instance, ''the just shall live 
by faith.'' But again, the action of the angels cliffers 
in characte1... The fishermen gather tlze good into 
vessels, to take care of and preserve them-an act of 
inte1·est anLl valt1e. The angels sever the wickell f1 .. om 
.among the j11st. It is the contrast of those ,vho sought 
out the good; these seek out the bad for punishment, 
.ancl ''cast them into the furnace of fire,''-an act of 
vengeance a11d wrath. The ''just," then, we tl1ink, 
-comprebencl more saints than those standing in ft1ll 
Pentecostal 1)1·ivilege; some of them slain, and having 
-a share in the fi.1·st resurrection, ancl some, pe1·haps, 
,vho are not slttin, but preserved to fo1·m the living 
11uclet1s of the millennial kingdom. At tl1e very encl 
of tl1e t1·ot1ble, ,vhe11 antich1·ist is judged, tl1e angels 
come f 01·th, and se,·e1· the wicked f1 .. om the j t1st. The 
l1onot1r and glory of the victory is the J ,ord's; it is 
His arn1 ,v J1ich strikes <lo,vn the usurper. Tl1e beast 
and the false prophet are cast alive into the })it. The11 
the angels come forth, and go tl1rough the length a11d 
breadtl1 of tl1e kingclom, and gather out all tl1ings that 
offend. Then will tl1e floor of the kingdom be pt11·gecl; 
earthly f 1·ie11dsl1ips, sex, ancl association ,vill be t1n­
heeded by tl1ese messengers. Two rr1en shall be in the 
field, and t,,·o Vr'"omen at the mill: the 011e sl1all be 
taken an<l the other left. Whether abroad or at l1ome, 
tl1e angels shall sever the wicked from the just. 

One remark more, in comparing the two pa1·ables, 
(,1iz., tares, field, and net), which bring before us the 
e11d of the age. The forme1 .. i~ spoken to the multitude 
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outside, and accordingly it is the doom of the ta1--es 
• 

which is made prominent in the parable, visible and 
felt by the world. '' Bind the tares in hl1nclles and 
bltr11 them.'' The explanation gives the glory (ver. 43), 
and is given to the disciples, ancl the parable gi,res the 
care for the good as the prominent thot1ght. The 

, explanation (ver. 49, 50) 1·eveals the doom of the bad. 
To Sllm up, we l1ave in these JJa1--ables, a11 epitome 

of the history of the 1·eligious wo1·ld, f1·om the Lorcl's 
first advent to His second, given unde1· two gene1·al 
aspects. Tl1 ere is the gift of sal vatio11 by g1·ace to 
man, and then what man has 1nade of it. There is 
also ,vhat God has done, in spite of tl1e perversity or 
ma11, an(l the termination of the whole, bacl and good. 
The so,ver goes fo1-th to sow, and a general "-ie,v of the 
1·eception of the trutl1 follows, illl1strated by the differ­
ent natu1·e of the ground into which the seecl ,vas cast. 
Man is looked at here in his individuality and in his 
responsibility. In the 1·emaii1ing pa1·ables the state of 
things is considered. The kingdom being set t1p (in 
myste1~ ), six similitucles follo,\-. We stan<l at the 
sta1·ting point, and look th1"ot1gl1 tl1e sce11c 1·igl1t up to 
the end; having, if we n1ay so say, a bi.J:·<l's-eye view 
of the whole. Man and the ene111y having to clo witl1 
it, the characte1-- of the kingclom soon degenerates; the 
tares sp1·ead, ancl give cha1--acte1· to tl1e field. Tl1e cro11-
is s1)oilt, though the S011 of m~1,11 l1acl so"-n ! Bl1t 
though the tares ha,·c 1'"t1inecl t.l1e work of God, the 
whe,it a1·e the1·e also. These t,vo co-exist t1ntil the 
end, ,vhen the gi·eat se1),11·atio11 ttlkes place. In the 
parables of the tree a11d the lea"\"Cn, tl1e evil is <level-
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011ecl; i11 the l1i<.l t1·east11·e a11<.l tl1e pea1·l, the accomplish­
ment of Gocl's 11l11·1)ose a1>1)ears, notwithstanding the 
ba11efl1l influence of Sat,t11. Tl1e t1·ee ( earthly exal­
tatior1) }lrece<les the leav-en of lloct1 .. ine, and this spre,tds 
ove1.. tl1e })ern1i tte<l s11ace. But Goll lloes not f 01 .. ego 
His <.lesign. Tl1e t1·easu1·e is fol1ncl it11cl secu1·ed. All 
is given ll}) fo1· the })ea1·l, which s110,,-s forth His grace 
and love, itn<.l He is glo1·ifiell. 

Here a1·e two th1 .. ealls of histo1·y, in a sense parallel 
to each othe1 .. , an(l p1·obably, ,tlso, successive; the one 
giving the eternal fo1·111 of the king<.lom,and the otherthe 
(le,-elopment of tl1e pu1 .. pose of Go<.l. The last }la1~ble, 
tl1e 11et, b1·ings Ollt conspicuously tl1e time of tl1e end. 

We n1ay arrange tl1em in tl1e f ollo,ving order:-

I. I11trocl11cto1·y pa1~ble. 
A so,ve1· ,vent fo1·th to so,v-tl1e new \\'"Ork by 

Cl11·ist, when 1 .. ejecte<l as l\Icssia.l1 by the J e,vs; n1an 
before lls tested Ly the seec.l of the ,vo1 .. d, and respon­
sible fo1 .. the 1 .. ece1ltio11 of tl1e t1·uth. 

II. Parable of tl1e wheat and the tares. 
The kingdom f 1·on1 first to last. Men careless, and 

so evil introcluce<l ,vl1ere Cl11·ist's 11ame is named, an(l 
no 1·en1ecly l)t1t ~jt1tlg111ent lly and h)'"· 

III. Tl1e a1>1)lic,ttion of the two t.hi11gs, tl1e ,vheat 
,111<.l tl1e ta1·es, i11 fot11· othe1 .. }la1·ables, t,vo sho,ving tl1e 

• 

e,~iJ, ,tnll t,vo tl1e goocl :-
THE E\"IL. THE (}oon. 

1. The g1:eat tree, 01· tl1e ecclesi- 1. The treasure, ,vl1icl1 J es11s 
astico-secl1la1· bo{ly, ,vl1ich man I fi11<ls, and 1·eally has 1nade in His 
l1ad macle of Chi-istianity; ancl 11eo1Jle; ancl 

2. The lea,·en sho,ving the 1 2. The pearl, or His 11eople 
s1,1·ead of 11on1inal Cl1ristian doc- viewed not only as seve1·ally 1>re­
t:·ine ove1· a gi\~en n1ass. cious, but as one precious jewel. 

I\r. Tl1,· te1·ini11~ttio11 of tl1~ ,·,·l1olc i11 tl1e Net 
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The two 1)a11iies ii1 tl1e ki11gclo1n a1'e seen together 
again, but only to be fo1' e\~e1' se1)a1 .. ated, ,vhen the e11d 
of the age comes, and jl1dgn1ent falls t1pon the wicked. 
The history of Ch1 .. istenclo111 is over; tl1e millennial 
kingdo1n begins. ''Tl1e11 sl1all the 1·ighteous shine 
fo1--th as tl1e sun in the ki11gdom of thei1· Fatl1e1'. '' 
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