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Profusely l11ustrated by Photographs and Engravings. 

Written by JOHN RITCHIE. 

Greenland's Icy Mountains. Pee1)s at the Eskin10s, tl1eir I-Io111cs and 
Hal)its, \vith the thrilling story of ho,v the glad tidings of salYation ancl 
its heralds first reached the land of e\Terlasting snow. 

India's Sunny Plains. Glimpses of the Land of T emples, its Peo1)1cs and 
Cities, ,,,ith the true story of ho,v the Gospel ,vrought its won(lers a1nid 
dark: idolatry. 

Among the Cannibals. 1'11rilling stories of missionary life ancl Ial)c)ur in 
the South Sea Islands, Ne,v Guinea, l)atagonia, and Tierra (lei Ft1ego. 

Amid Arctic Seas. A stirring story of service for Christ a111icl 1\rctic sno,,·s, 
,vith l'eeps and Pictures of Iceland, Lapland, Faroe Isle$, ancl Lal)rador. 

In the Kraals of South Africa. 1\ Trip through Kaffir Land. The 
Bushman and Kaffir at home. A stirring story of life and lal)our an1ong 
the tril)es of the desert, v.1ith life stories of 1foffat, Li,·ingstone, and other 
,vorkers. • ---

Scenes in Maoriland. A graphic account of the ~Iaoris of New Zealand. 
Their early savage state, wars, a11d how the Gospel ,vas first carried to 
them. 

Among the Red Indians. 1\ tl1rilli11g story of life and lalJour for Christ in 
1 he Land of the \\Tigwa111 and Ton1aha \Vl(, with life sketches of Brainerd, 
and otl1ers ,vho gave their lives for the lndia11 tribes of tl1e .B'ar \\1est. 

In Scotia's Wilds. Peeps at . 'cotland in the days of the Druids, v.1ith the 
story of it!=' first inhal)ita11ts, l\lissionaries and Converts. 

ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE EACH. 

Tl1e \ 1 olt1n1es ,vill be found es1>ecially suital)le as Gifts to young 111cn and 
maiclens. They are full of the Gospel, and l)ear l)right witness to its 
transfor1ning power. 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 
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The Story of James Chalmers. 

N tl1e J)t·ett}r ,rillag·e of 1\rdrisl1aig·, 011 tl1e sl1ores of Locl1 
F)T11e, i11 tl1e A1·g·yllsl1i1·e I-Iig·l1la11ds of Scotla11<l, J a111ie 
Cl1al111ers spe11t l1is early )rears. 1:-Iis fatl1e1·, ,vl10 ,vas 

a sto11e 111aso11, l1a<l co111e f ro111 tl1e Gra11ite City, to l1elp i11 
t11e l)t1ildi11g of a 11e,v q11a)r at I11,1eraray, 11ea1· to tl1e fi11e 
ol(l castle of tl1at 11a111e. tl1e seat of tl1e Dt1kes of t\rg·yll for 
ge11e1·atio11s. Here tl1e 1·0111pi11g, stttrdy l)oy, ft1ll of 
cot1rag·e a11cl a<l, .. e11tt1re, spe11t l1is l)O)Tl1ood a111011g· tl1e ha1·d) .. 
fisl1e1-111e11 of tl1e Locl1, gai11i11g· 1(110,vledg·e of tl1e 111a11ag·e-
111e11t of boats, a11d se,1 eral ti111es 11ar1-o,,1ly esca1)ed being· 
dro,,111ecl. Tl1e first sjxpe11ce l1e e,1e1· l)Ossessed, l1e earned 
l)y lear11i11 c,- a11d rc11ea ting· fro111 111en101·), tl1e t,ve11ty-tl1i1·d 
Psalr11 to l1is fa tl1e1·, ,v l1e11 l1e 1·ett1rned 011 a Satt11·clay nigl1t 
f1·0111 l1is \\·eek's ,,rorl< at I11,rcrara)r. I-Iis pare11ts ,vere of 
tl1e old Scottisl1 Presb)rteria11 t)'l)e, ,,rl10 acct1sto111ed tl1eir 
cl1ild1·e11 to read a11cl 1·evere11ce tl1e vV 01-cl of God, a11d 
altl1ot1g·l1 tl1is of itself did not 1nake tl1e111 '' bor11 ag·ain '' 
CI11·istia11s, it ,,,as of ttntold ,·al11e to tl1ose ,vl10, i11 afte1· 
years, became cl1ildre11 of Goel and ser·\1a11ts of Jesus Christ. 

\i\/11e11 James ,,·as eight )rears old, tl1e fa1nily removed to 
Gle11aray, 11e,ar I11ve1·aray, a11d )~ot111g· Cl1almers atte11ded a 
Bible Class co11dt1cted i11 tl1e ,·illag·e b1r a g·odly ma'n 11amed 
1vieikle, ,,·110 set lJefore l1is lads tl1e Gospel i11 its si111plicity, 
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THE STORY OF Ji\1IES CH.:\L11l~RS. 

and sot1gl1t to i11terest tl1e1n i11 its ,vo11de1·-,,1orki11g 1)0,ve1· 
by telli11g· of its trit1111pl1s i11 dista11t lands. 11issio11ary 
enterJ)rise ,vas only i11 its i11fa11cy amo11g tl1e people of 
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TIIE CRINAN CANAL AT ARDRISHAIG, \VITH SOUTH SEA ISL.\~D VIE\V IN CORNER. 



THE STORY OF TAl\IES CHALMERS. 
~ 

Scotla11d i11 tl1ese early years, so far as the Soutl1 Sea Isla11ds 
,,,ere concerned. The worl{ of some of tl1e missionary 
l)io11eers tl1ere ,vas begi11ni11g to arouse a n1ore g·eneral 
i11terest, a11d to stir up the peo1)le of God to prayer a11d 
p1·actical fellowship in the work of evangelising· tl1e d,velle1·s 
i11 tl1e l1abitations of · darkness and cannibalisn1. On a 

I 

Sunday afternoo11 at tl1e close of the class, Tvlr. Meil<:le read 
a letter to the lads f1·om a missionary in the Fiji Islands, 
telli11g of the need of Gospel labourers among the savages 
tl1ere, and finished by saying, '' I wonder if there is a boy 
l1ere tl1is after110011 \vl10 will become a missionary, and take 
tl1e Gospel to these cannibals ? '' Jamie Cl1alme1·s' l1eart 
beat fast as these words were spoken, and l1e said to him­
self-'' By God's help, I ,vill." He left the other lads of 
the class that afternoo11 and ht1rried home along the road 
to,,rard his home alone, and wl1en he reached a point of 
tl1e road where there is a wall, he climbed over, k11elt down 
on tl1e other side, an_d, removing· his cap fro111 his head, 
p1-ayed that God would accept and send him out as a 
missionary to the heatl1en. B11t Jamie Chaln1ers yet lacked 
the first a11d chief qualification wl1ich every messe11ger of 
Christ must l1ave, namely, to be saved himself and set 011 
the way to l1eave11. Some who have never kno,v11 such an 
experience have, no doubt, go11e forth to '' evangelise the 
l1eatl1e11,'' but tl1eir missio11-as all such efforts of the 
11nconverted must-has proved a failure; for ho,v ca11 any 
n1an or woman, at home or abroad, proclaim a salvation 
to others of wl1ich they kno\v 11othing themselves? 

Clialmers tells how quickly that afternoon's resolution 
and p1·a3rer ,vere forgotte11, and l1ow for some years after 
he lapsed into 11tter carelessness and fell into bad company, 
,,;hicl1 led him astray. Bt1t God had His eye 11pon hin1, and 
by a \\1ay that he kne,v not, ,vas about to bring about the 
great event of his life, namely, l1is con1lersio11. 



THE STORY OF JAMES CHAL:tvIERS. 

Conversion and Confession of Christ. 
In the year 1859 two ean1est preacl1ers from tl1e K ortl1 

of I1·eland Revival, ,vhicl1 was then i11 prog·ress, ca1ne 
across to In,reraray to l1old n1eeti11gs. Gatl1erings of this 
sort ,vere ,.,e1~ 11nust1al i11 Argyllsl1i1·e, and some of tl1e 
you11g◄ fellows of the village determi11ed to go a11d disturb 
tl1e '' Revivalists," a11d break ttp thei1· meeting·s. Chalmers 
was perst1aded to attend the first meeting, a11d as he ,,rent 
11p tl1e stairs leading· to tl1e room l1e was met by the sound 
of si11gi11g-'' st1ch si11g·ing," he says, '' as I had 11e,rer 
heard before, it was so joyfttl." A simple, st1-aigl1t Gospel 
address follo,ved, fron1 tl1e vvords, '' Wl1osoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely '' (Rev. xxii. 17), e,7er)'" 
word of wl1icl1 seemed to be specially prepa1·ed for and 
we11t straigl1t to tl1e l1eart of you11g Cl1almers, cat1sing· deep 
conviction of si11 and n1aking· l1im tho1·oug·l1ly miserable. 
The followi11g St1nday 11ight l1e was i11 sore distress, a11d 
thot1g·ht tl1ere vvas 110 sal,,ation f 01· l1i111. On tl1e Mo11da:y· 
l1is old friend Mr. 11eikle came to his aid, and, ope11i11g· l1is 
Bible, 1·ead tl1e wo1·ds of I. Jol111 i. 7-'' Tl1e blood of Jest1s 
Christ cleansetl1 us fron1 all si11," a11d tl1ese ,vords broug·l1t 
life a11d ligl1t to his so11l. James Cl1al1ners ,vas tl1e11 a11d 
tl1ere co11verted, as all who come as sinners, casting them­
selves ,vholly 011 tl1e Son of God and His all-clea11sing 
blood, once for all sl1ed for sin11ers, a1·e, a11d he confessed 
Him at once as his Savio11r and Lord, a11d began in his o,v11 
village and an1011g his own people to testify f 01· l1is ne'\\· 
11aster. This was the begin11ing· of tl1e life-wo1-l( to whicl1 
the Lord had called hin1, a11d for ,vhicl1 l1is con,rersion to 
God and confessio11 of Christ, ,,~ere the first and chief 
stag·es of his preparation for enteri11g t1po11. Ho,,: gra11d 
it is to be sa,red in life's early day"! To be set free from tl1e 
slavery of si11, emancipated fro111 the don1inio11 of Sata11, 
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THE S TORY OF JAMES CH.AL1\IERS. 
-----~------- ---- ----

se,~ered from tl1e prese11t e,,.il ,vorld, and set on the road to 
glory, singing a11d servi11g the Lo1·d Jesus Christ all along 
tl1e ,vay. T,vo years after James Chaltners had bee11 
con, .. erted, l1e met tl1e earnest Samoan missiona1·y, D1·. 
1"'11rner, who had spe11t upwards of forty years in tl1e Sot1th 
Sea Isla11ds, and heard from l1is lips wl1at the Lord was 
doing in that great mission field. The old desire of his 
boyhood,' and the resolution made behind the wall 011 tl1e 
Glenaray road, came back, with 11ew force this time, with 
the love of Christ as its constraining power, a11d again, as 
a sinner saved by grace, a11d a bond-servant of Jes11s Christ, 
Cl1almers offered hi1nself to the Lord for His work among 
the cannibals of the So11th Seas. Two years of house-to­
house work amo11g Glasgow slums, where he ,vas made 
fa1niliar ,vith life in its lowest fo11ns, was a good education, 
and, after a pe1·iod of st11dy and preparation, Chalmers and 
his yo1111g ,vif e sailed on Jan 11ary 4th, 1866, in the mission 
sl1ip J olz1i Williams as.a pioneer to the So11th Sea Islanders. 
17 

0 11 11eed to be saved just as surely, and i11 the sa111e way 
as J a1nes Chalmers, the Scottish lad, ,vl10 became the 
1nissio11ary martyr of the South Seas. And tl1e san1e 
J es11s wl10 sa,,.ed l1im is able to save you to-day . 
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The ''Paradise'' of the Pacific. 
,. ARATONGA, '' the Paradise of the Pacific," as it 

l1as bee11 called, is an isla11d surrounded by a great 
coral reef, throt1g·h which tl1ere is a natu1·al ope11i11g, 

wide enougl1 to allow small vessels to pass. On this reef 
the g·reat blue wa,res of the Pacific break in silvery spray to 
a l1eig·l1t of twenty feet. High mot111tains rise to over fot1r 
thot1sa11d feet above tl1e sea level, with valleys filled with 
groves of cl1est11ut, cocoa11ut, a11d palm trees. No spot 
on ea1·th is lovelier, yet this island less than a l1undred 
years ago ,vas the home of ca1111ibals and the sce11e of 
revolti11g savag·eiy. 

Raratong·a ,vas discove1·ed by the pioneer missio11ary 
John Williams, in 1822, ,v l1en exploring in tl1e Pacifi.c. 
When l1e and a small party landed, the cl1ief Makea wel­
comed tl1em, a11d after a b1·ief soj 0111·11, one of their nutnber, 
an ear11est native Christia11 named Papeil1a, was at his o,v11 
request left alone a wit11ess for Christ, in the midst of the 
heathen Raratongians. Tl1is noble youth, in ,vhose heart 
the love of Christ was a constraining force, entered joyfully 
upon the l1azardous missio11, to which he believed the Lord 
had called him, to make k110,vn the Gospel among a people 
who set little value on human life, hitl\erto given up to 
cruelty and abominable idolatry. His '' missionary outfit'' 
consisted of a change of clotl1es, a native New Testament~ 



THE ,; P.-\R.t\DISE '' OF THE PACIFIC. 

a11d a bt111dle of books, \vl1icl1 l1e hoped to fi11d 11seful in 
teacl1i11g· tl1e nati,res to read. Tl1ere was little te1nptatio11 
to tl1e 11atives to rob sucl1 a n1a11, or to take l1is life for the 
sake of l1is property, It ,vot1ld have been ,vell, if serva11 ts 
of Cl1rist g·oing· fortl1 with I-Iis Gospel ·among· the heathe11 
l1ad al,vays go11e as e1npty l1a11ded, and left roo1n for God 
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Nr\Tl\.'£S OF RAR.\.TONGA IN CANOE, 

to provide £01· their 11ecessities, wl1icl1 He surely ever does • 
for tl1os~ -W"hon1 He se11ds on His busi11ess. But ,vhen a 
,vorldly show is made, a retint1e of serva11ts a11d a certain 
style kept up to ,,impress those benighted people with tl1e 

• 

'' dig·11ity '' of the missio11ar1• calli11g, it is, as it ever l1as 
bee11, a snare to the ,vorkers. and a hindrance to real ,vork 
for God a11d eter11ity bei11g done. 



THE ''PARADISE,, OF THE PACIFIC. 

Only a fe,v years before the l1e1·alds of tl1e Gospel entered 
011 Rarato11ga, the island ,vas occupied by sev .. eral tribes 
tl1at ,vere conti11ually at war 011e against a11otl1er. Their 
chiefs had absolute powe1·, a11d claimed all tl1e people and 
p1-01)erty as tl1eir o,vn. Ht11na11 life was of little account; 
ht1ndreds were massacred yearly for trivial offe11ces. Tl1e 
cl1ief was reg·arded as sacred, and carried 011 n1en' s 
shoulde1·s, lest his feet mig·ht to11ch the commo11 eartl1. 
\Vhe11 l1e 1·ested, it was on the bodies of his slaves, a11d if 
his shadow l1appened to fall t1po11 any tribesma11, that n1a11 
,vas immediately slain. 

There stood i11 tl1e 111idst of eacl1 of the tribes a g·reat 
alta1· of sacrifice, to wl1icl1, in times of war or sicl<11ess, two 
or tl1ree of tl1e 11atives bot111d tog·ether witl1 gree11 tho11g·s, 
,vere take11 a11d prese11ted ali,,e to the gods; tl1e priest of 
the tribe co11f essi11g tl1ei1· sins, and asl<ing· the g·ods to 
re1nove the calamity. Tl1en the living ,rictin1s were placed 
on a large o,re11 of red l1ot basaltic stones, heated by fi1·e­
,vood placed in a pit t111derneatl1, and there co11s11med as a11 
atoneme11t fo1· tl1e si11s of tl1e people. I-Iow \\Yo11derf11l 
tl1a t me11 i11 l1ea the11 dark11ess, ,,r 110 l1ad 11e, .. e1· l1eard the 
Sa,riot1r's 11ame, or been ta11ght tl1e 11ature of sin, 01· the 
11eed of ato11en1e11t, sl1011ld l1a, .. e bee11 led 011 by tl1e g1·eat 
enemy of sot1ls- as 1111do11btedly l1e does lead the l1eatl1en 
i11 tl1eir demo11 worsl1ip- to i11,Te11t s11ch a11 a,vf11l caricatt1re 
of tl1e one great sacrifice of the Son of God, by ,,rl1ich sin 
,vas ato11ed for to God's satisfaction and sal,Tation proc11red 
for sinners once for all. 

111 these times ca1111ibalism was practised on the isla11d, 
and Papeil1a l1ad so111e sad sights to ,vitness during the 
first few mo11tl1s of l1is ser,rice amo11g tl1e Rarato11gians. 
B11t tl1e Gospel of God is a message of po,ver; it ,vorks its 
,vo11ders a11d wins its v-ictories in every part of Satan's 
domi11io11, no less in tl1e abodes of heathen darkness tl1a11 
, 



THE ~, PARADISE ,: OF 'fIIE PACIFIC . 
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i11 tl1e cloisters of nomi11al Christia11ity, witl1 a 11a1ne to 
live ,,rl1ile spirit11ally dead. Everywl1ere and al,vays, right 
alo11g· tl1e ag·es, God's Gospel is His divi11ely cl1ose11 i11stru­
ment to tur11 men to God, to give then1 life in Ch1·ist, a11d 
to bring· the1n fro111 11nder tl1e rule and a11thority of Satan 
tl1e prince of dark11ess, into tl1e ki11gdo1n of His dear Son. 

Before Papeil1a had been there twelve mo11tl1s there 
l1ad been so1ne mar,rellot1s cases of true conversion to God, 
a11d the effect of tl1e preaching of the Word upon tl1e rest 
,~ll10 had made no profession of co11version was to make 
tl1em 1·e11ou11ce idolatry. Wl1en John Williams revisited 
tl1e isla11d tl1ree years after Papeil1a beg·a11 his labo11rs, he 
,vas amazed to see tl1e cl1ang·e grace l1ad wro11ght, some of 
tl1e most ferocious ca11nibals l1e l1ad eve1· met being 110,v 
devoted follo,vers of the Lord Jesus Christ. _ 

O11e of tl1e first converts in Raratonga was a native 
11a111ed Teava, wl10, immediately he proved the po\\'Ter of 
tl1e Gospel in his ow11 salvation, had a longing desire to 
carry tl1e joyf11l message to his countrymen, which he did. 
Tl1en l1is heart went 011t to tl1e savag·e tribes beyond, to 
,,rl1om 110 Gospel 1nesse11ger l1ad yet g·o11e. Teava himself 
,vas the first evang·elist to tl1e Samoa11 isla11ds, among 
,vl1ich he we11t i11 a11d 011t, i11 l1is ca11oe, preparing tl1e ,vay 
for otl1ers to f ollo,v, and doi11g tl1e t"ougl1 work for a period 
of t\ve11ty years. He preached the Gospel ,vith much 
clearness and po\\rer; l1e was a 1nan of praye1· and a dilig·ent 
st11dent of God's ,vord, and after a long and eve11 cot1rse of 
g·odly, devoted life and service for the Lord, Teava, 
011ce a benigl1ted l1eathe11, ,v ho had killed and cooked and 
l1elped to eat his fellowmen, converted through the Gospel's 
po,,·er to sen"e tl1e living and tr11e God, passed joyfully 
a,vay. His last ,vords to his ,vife, as he lay on l1is mat, 
,vere, '' The l\1essenger has come to fetch me." And so 
l1e passed to holier scenes in the fair paradise of God. 
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Ten Years in Cannibal Land. 
. IVE years after John Williams, the noble 1nissio11ary 

pioneer of the Sot1tl1 Sea Islands, had bee11 cl11bbed 
to death by the ferocious 11atives of Erromong·a, 

wl1ile la11ding 011 tl1eir shores with the Gospel, tl1e children 
of Great Britai11 raised among·st themselves £6000, to build 
a new n1issionary sl1ip, which was named after tl1e murdered 
missionary and se11t out to tl1e South Seas. After t,~:e11ty 
years' se1,rice sl1e ,vas wrecl<:ed on the coral reef of Puka­
pt1ka, or Da11ger Island, and ,vitl1i11 t,vo years ,vas replaced 
by a larger vessel, bt1ilt at Aberdee11, and named the Jo Ji1i 

Willia11.1.s, also pro,rided by yo1111g folks of the Britisl1 Isles. 
Sl1e sailed from Ga,resend in J a11uary, 1866, a11d ,vas o,1e1·­
taken i11 that disastro11s g·ale in ,vhich the s.s. '' Lo11don '' 
was ,~.,,-recked i11 tl1e Bay of Biscay and o,-er three hundred 
of l1er passe11gers a11d c1-e,v carried to a watery grave. The 
J oli1z Willian1s s11stained g·1·eat damage, and l1ad to ret11r11 
to Wey1no11th for repairs. Among tl1e passe11gers on 
board ,vas a young Scotch -n1issionary and l1is ,vife on their 
way to Raratonga to spread the.Gospel among the d,vellers 
there-Mi·. and Mrs. James Cl1aln1ers of I11veraray. Tl1ey 
began work on board the vessel, holding meetings among 
the sailors, and l1ad the joy of seeing ,vork done for God in 
the con,,ersio11 of several of the crew. On September 5th 
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TEN YE.i\RS IN CANNIB1\L LAND. 

tl1e seco11d J oli·1z. Willia·11zs ,vas ,vrecl<ed on a su11ke11 reef 
,vl1e11 e11teri11g· the l1arbour of Aneitium, and, after bei11g 
g·ot off a11d made sea\vortl1y, ,vas finally ,vrecl{ed at Savage 
Isla11d, the missio11aries losing· everytl1ing·, except tl1e 
clothes i11 wl1ich tl1ey stood. Picked up by tl1e brig Re1za, 
\vl1ose captain, Bill Hayes, ,vas a 11otorious bt1ccaneer a11d 
pirate, tl1ey ,vere carried to Raratong·a. Chal1ners was tl1e 
first to reach tl1e shore, carried by a native, who asked: 
·' \Vl1at fello,v nan1e belong· you?'' tl1at he n1ig·l1t sl1ot1t it 
to tl1ose on sl1ore. The missio11ary sl1ot1ted '' Cl1almers," 
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a11d tl1e Raratong·ian roared ot1t '' Tamate ''-tl1e nearest 
sound his lips could frame, and by the 11ame of'' Tamate ,> 

Chalmers was kno,vn over tl1e whole of that coast for over 
thirty years, as he ,,,.ent in and ot1t among the 11atives 
telling the story of redeeming love. Such ,vere son1e of 
tl1e trials of faith and patie11ce wl1ich these two young 
sen,ants of the Lord ,vere called to pass through, as they 
entered upon the patl1 of ser,rice to ,vhich they believed the 



Lord l1ad called tl1e1n. S01ne imagine that tl1e pio11eer 
Go speller's calli11g· is 011e of ron1ance and ad,re11tu1·e, ,vell 
st1ited to those wl1ose taste is to,vard a rollicking· and 
knockabo11t life, bttt a \"ery sl101·t experience of it ,vill pro,re 
to such that tl1ey l1a,1e entirely mistaken the 11at11re of the 
true missio11ary calling·. 1\ othing short of faith· i11 God~ 
and the deep co11scious11ess tl1at He vvho has called to ,vill 
s11stai11 i11 tl1e patl1, can e11able any to co11ti11t1e steadfastly 

l\lE:N OF RARATONGA. 

and g·o for,varcl t1nflincl1ingly i11 a calling· in ,vhicl1 diffic11l­
ties a11d trials are a daily occ11rre11ce. 

When Cl1aln1ers a11d his ,vife arrived in Rarato11ga they 
fo1111d it in a deplorable co11dition. Two successive h11rri­
ca11es of great viole11ce l1ad swept across the island. 
Houses ,vere ,vrecl(ed, tl1e 1nission scl1ool was in rt1i11s, and 
the crops ,vere spoiled. The old heathenism of fo11ner 
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times ,vas no lo11ge1· to be see11; ca1111ibalisn1 l1ad 1011g bee11 
abolished, bt1t 111any of tl1e old l1abits ,vere still clung to. 
Tl1e 11atives t1sed leaves for plates, cocoa1111t shells for cups, 
a11d tl1eir fi11g·ers for spoo11s a11d k11i,,.es. Stone hot1ses, 
,vhicl1 l1ad bee11 l)ttilt b)' s0111e of tl1eir fathers, ,vere 
deserted fo1· native l111ts, a11d the chief, wl10 had a five­
roon1ed sto11e l1ot1se, preferred to live i11 a 1·eed cottag·e. 
Tl1e childre11 \\1ere dressed i11 11att1re's g·arb, a11d 1nost of 
tl1e 11atives wore ve1·y sca11t clotl1i11g·. Tl1e yo1111g· 1ne11 
were sadly g·iven to strong dri11k, and had abandoned all 
,vorl~, with tl1e 1·est1lt tl1at they ,vere hopelessly in debt. 
T1·aders can1e offeri11g tl1en1 g·ay clotl1es. g·t111s and pov,1der, 
tl1en clai1ning tl1eir c1·ops i11 pa1-1ne11t. This, togetl1er ,vitl1 
tl1eir dru11ke1111ess, 11tte1·l)' 1·11i11ed tl1e yot111ge1- n1e11, ma11y 
of ,vl1on1 l1ad ~ed to li,·e i11 tl1e busl1, ,vl1e1·e tl1ey 1nade and 
co11st1med ora11g·e rt1n1 a11d otl1er i11toxicants, fig·l1ti11g· like 
sa,·ages. S01ne of tl1ese ,vere tl1e descenda11ts of tl1e early 
co11verts to Ch1-istianit):- . a11d professed to be Cl1ristia11s 
tl1emselves, withot1t l)ei11g· '' l)or11 ag·ai11." Tl1e great 
dang·er i11 l1ea tl1en as ,vell as in so-calle(l '' Christia11 '' 
cou11tries is, to rest satisfied ,vitl1 a '' 11ame to live," an 

.; 

011t,vard form of religio11, l1a11ded dow11 fro111 sire to so11, 
apart from a perso11al acce1)tance of Cl1rist, a11d a11 
i11dividt1al 11e,v birtl1 b1.. tl1e Spirit of God. All s11ch 
'' professors '' 1n11st soo11e1· or later lapse, and tl1e 
1111reg·enerate si1111e1· a1)pea1·s i11 l1is trtte, 11atural colours. 
So it e,Ter has l)ee11 a11d 1n11st be, for only that ,v l1ich is of 
God, wrought by His Spi1·it tl11·011g·h the Word i11 the so11ls 
of men, ,vill s11stai11 the test of ti111e a11d tl1e tear and ,vear 
of life. It ,,,.as a diffict1lt j o 1) to deal ,\~itl1 tl1ese drunke11~ 
lapsed professors, ,vho freqt1e11tl)' bega11 tl1eir org·ies b)r 
singi11g a hymn aro1111d a barrel of 1·t1m. Cl1aln1ers ,vo11ld 
,valk up to the scene of re,·elr)' , l)ttll ottt tl1e corks of thei1~ 
barrels, a11d pot1r tl1eir co11te11ts 011 the g·ro1111d. Then lie 
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,vot1ld speak the truth to them, a11d point out what mt1st be 
tl1e e11d and doom of those wl10 commit such sins. 

Afte1· almost fot11· years of l1ard and discot1ragi11g· labou1·, 
.a ,vork of g·race began among the natives. Many of the 
,vorst of tl1e isla11ders were tr11ly co11verted, a11d took their 
stand 011 the Lord's side, along with tl1e few older believers 
,vho 1·emai11ed. These yot1ng co11verts ,vere tat1g·ht the 
necessity of ,vorki11g ,vith their ha11ds, so that tl1ey might 
lead honest a11d 11p1·ig·l1t lives, providing £01· themselves and 
their families. The rest1l t i11 a short time was wonder£ ul. 
Fields were tilled, crops we1·e reared, land was cleared and 
gardens pla11ted. In five villages, mission premises vvere 
built, schools begun, a pri11ting press was set t1p and 
w1·011ght, and the Word of God tat1g·ht and preached daily. 
God blessed His W 01·d, and £01· several years Chalmers and 
his wife, ,vith their native helpers, l1ad a b11sy and a fruitf11l 
ti1ne i11 Rara to11ga, which was but tl1e scl1ool in which the 
Lord was ed11cating· His serva11t for work i11 a new and 
larger field. His l1ea1·t was set on openi11g up new fields 
a11d breaking new g·rot1nd vvitl1 the Gospel plougl1. Writing 
to his old friend, Mr. Meikle, of Inveraray, by ,vhose 
instrume11tality l1e l1ad been led whe11 a lad to the Saviot1r, 
he says, speaking of tl1e departt1re of some of l1is l1elpers to 
anotl1er island: '' How I sho11ld rejoice to accompany 
tl1em, to sta11d in tl1e centre of Papt1a a11d tell of infinite 
love. Tl1e nea1·er I g·et to Ch1·ist and His Cross, tl1e more 
<lo I long· for contact vvith the heatl1en. Tl1e 011e wish is to 
be entirely spent for Cl1rist, worl<i11g consumed i11 His 
love." These words breatl1e tl1e true 1nissionary spirit. 
We shall hear how tl1ey ,vere f11lfilled. 



Peeps at New Guinea. 
X the year 1876, Cl1alme1·s left the island of Ra1·atonga, 

amid many tears and regrets of tl1e people an1ongst 
,vl1om he had spent ten years of l1ard, yet happy ,vork, 

111)on ,vhich tl1e blessing of God l1ad rested, and after a few 
brief visits among frie11ds, l1e e11tered upon his new field of 
service i11 New Gt1inea i11 1877. Up to the time that he 
landed on its shores, comparatively little was li:t1own of 
the tribes ,vl1ich i11habited it. The only survey of a11y 
i1npo1·ta11ce that l1ad bee11 made ,vas by Captain Moresby, 
,vho conducted a series of observations wl1ich resulted in 
the discovery of tl1e Cl1ina Straits, and of the l1arbo11r whicl1 
,~.ras 11an1ed afte1· the discoverer, Po1·t Moresby. For three 
years previous to the landing of Chalmers, M1·. a11d lvirs. 
Lavves had been seeking alone to introdt1ce tl1e Gospel 
a1no11g the 11atives on tl1e coast, and had g-ained their 
co11fidence. These ,vorkers welcomed the 11e,vcomers, 
,vl10 at 011ce set the1nseI,,es to ,vo1·k in ft1rtherance of the 

~ 

Gospel, maki11g-, for the time being, Port T\101·esby tl1eir 
l1eadq11arters. A peep at the co11ntry and tl1e people at 
tl1is point 1nay be interesting. 

::.Jew Guinea is about three times as large as Great 
Britain, having a great diversity of climates a11d of 
inhabitants. Tl1e d,vellers in tlie soutl1-east are light 



PEEPS i\T NEw GuINE.i\. 
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colo11red, of the l\1ala)To-Polynesia11 race, of ,vhicl1 tl1e 
Samoans, Maories, a11d Tahitians are kinsn1en. Tl1ey wear 

• 

little clothing·, b11t tatoo themselves elabo1·ately and deck 
themselves with pai11t and featl1ers. They dwell in villag·es 
of lake l1011ses, s11rrou11ded by water. Ho11ses are ofte11 
built 011 the higl1est trees tl1at ca11 be fou11d, 011 mo11ntai11 
tops a11d ridges ,vliicl1 are regarded as places of greatest 
safety i11 time of war. In so111e of tl1e villages there are 
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NATIVES OF THE COAST. 

streets of ,vell arra11g·ed houses, ,vitl1 crotons and otl1er 
pla11ts g·rowing in tl1e plantations around, a11d cockatoos 
percl1ed ii1 front of al1nost e,,ery house. Tl1e betel n11t is 
eaten freely, maki11g tl1e teetl1 as black as jet. Tl1is is 
considered ,~ery beautiful, as are also tl1e 11ose and ears 
pierced a11d orna1nented ,vith shells. I11 approacl1ing· a 
village for the first ti1ne considerable cautio11 is 11eeded, as 
someti1nes from fear, a11d at otl1er times ,vl1e11 the ,var spirit 
r11ns higl1, the li,Tes of tl1e pionee1~ missionaries 1nay l)e i11 
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da11ger. On stepping on shore, he is usttally s11rrot1nded 
by a g·roup of ,vondering natives, to whom l1e gives a few 
beads, pieces of red cloth, a11d receives in return cocoa nuts, 
yams, and fisl1. Otl1ers would turn out in war attire with 
clttbs, and appear in a threatening attitude, u11til they 
learned the peaceful mission of the white men. Then a 
present to the chief wot1ld 11sually secure an entrance to the 
villag·e. By dint of friendly diplomacy and tact, tl1e good 
graces of the 11atives are generally secured, a11d a hearing 
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found for the message, althot1gl1 in some cases tl1ey are 
opposed to any landing on their shores. Cannibals are 
still to be found in certain parts of the island, and on one 
occasion, soon after Chalmers and his helpers landed in 
New Guinea, he was invited to a cannibal feast, to consist 
of two men a11d a child, wl1ich, of course, he refused, but 
saw soon after some of the natives with pieces of human 
flesh dangling from tl1eir arms and necks, whicl1 showed 

E 



• 

PEEPS AT NE\V GUINEA. 

tl1at it l1ad bee11 held. It ,,;as to this people, be11ig·hted, 
deg1·aded, a11d brutal, l1opeless so far as man's ability to 
reach tl1em is co11cer11ed, tl1at the ambassadors of heaven 
had con1e ,vith tl1e 1nessag·e of Divine love and tl1e tidings 
of a free salvation, a11d in tl1e ft1ll confidence that tl1e Gospel 
,vhicl1 they bore ,,ras the Di,rine instrument which could 
1·eacl1 tl1en1, and become to .SLtch as received it '' the power 
of God ttnto salvatio11." \Vell may its messe11g·ers rejoice 
,vl1ile they sing-

" O glad and glorious Gospel 
With joy vve no,v proclaim, 

A full a11d free salvation 
Through faitl1 in Jesus' Name." 
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How the Gospel was Spread. 
FTER a long tramp alo11g goat tracks 011 tl1e edge of 

precipices, do,vn precipitous mot111tain sides, up 
ro11g·h ridges on ha11ds and knees, the Lord's 

Go speller wot1ld reacl1 a villag·e tired a11d hung·ry. Or it 
1nig·l1t be, after c1·ossi11g a river with wet clotl1es and 
,,rearied frame, tl1e desired object of the long jo11n1ey was 
reacl1ed. B11t in 110 case was the great ,vork to which 
exploration and all else were but as handmaids allowed to 
fall into tl1e 1·ear. To preach tl1e Gospel of God, con­
cerning His S011, ~,as ,v hat they ,vere there for, a11d the 
work to which tl1ei1· li,,,es had been yielded. U11der the 
sl1ade of some widespread tree they would tell i11 a few 
,vords tl1e object of thei1· visit, and speak of the true God, 
tl1e God of l1eave11 and of lo,,e, of who1n they l1ad 11ever 
before l1eard. It ,vas ,vo11derful to ma1·k the diffe1·ent 
expressions on the faces of tl1at circle of barbarian n1en, as 
tl1ey stood listening fo1· the first time to the '' old, old 
story '' ,vith whicl1 we l1ave been familiar from ot1r earliest 
years. Son1e we1·e se1·io11s, otl1e1·s frightened, a11d a few 
la11gl1ed. Then at the close they ,,Tould come and ask the 
nan1e of '' the Great Spirit '' and '' His S011," and, for­
getting, return and ask again a11d again. I11 other , .. illages, 
order and re,,,ere11ce marked the people from tl1e first 
l1earing of the \i\' ord, sitti11g· at their doors, liste11i11g· ,vith 
tl1e g·reatest inte1·est to the preacl1ing., and especially to the 

• 



sing·ing·. But .here, in the villag·es of New Guinea, and 
among· the Maori '' pahs '' in New Zealand, in earlier 
times, as else,vhere in heathendo111, tl1e greatest e11emies of 
tl1e Gospel are the so1·cerers, ,vl1ose power o,Ter the 
natives is ve1·y great. There are three principal deities 
whon1 thy consult in times of war. Tl1ese men often stir 
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A MAORI VILLAGE WITH GODS. 

ttp the natives against the missio11aries, a11d are accot111t­
able for many of the tragedies ,vl1icl1 l1a,·e occttrred. 

But in the midst of all tl1ese drawbacks, tl1e light has 
pe11etrated into the thick darl<ness. and a fe\v l1ave bee11 
trt1ly turned to God from idols. I11 188r tl1e first fruits 
were gathered at Port Moresby, ,vl1ere two native \\·ome11 
ope11ly co11fessecl tl1eir faitl1 in tl1e Lord Jest1s. This ,vas 



the beg·inning, otl1e1·s followed, and, althot1g·h there has 
been bttt little progress in 1·eg·ard to nt1mbers of truly co11-
verted souls, the ,vork goes on. The natives have been 
,vonderfttlly changed in outward appearance and in the 
habits of daily life, so that they say, '' Now that the Word 
of God l1as come we can sleep in peace." Pirates, robbers, 
m11rderers, and ca11nibals all live in peace tog·ether. The 
pioneer missionary was permitted to see and rejoice in the 
fruit of l1is labour in several places, and in one especially, 
vvhere l1e had left a 11ative worker to follow up the work 
beg·t1n, he fot111d on l1is rett1rn a fine group of 11ative 
Christians, with wl1om he joyfully kept the feast of the 
Lo1·d's Supper, shedding tears of joy as he handled the 
me111orials of tl1e Savio11r's body broken and blood po11red 
f ortl1, \\rith 1nen and ,vomen 110,v sa,red by g·race and happy 
in tl1e kno,vleclge of Cl1rist, ,vho hact, a few years before, 
been cannibals seeking l1is life. Writing· of this visit, he 
sa1rs-'' \Vl1at did it? It is tl1e old sto1·y of the Gospel of 
Christ." 

• 



Among Cannibal Tribes. 
N N o,rember 6th, 1884, a Protectorate was proclaimed 

by Great Britain over N e,v Guinea. A British 
Admiral, with ali tl1e vessels of the Australian 

Fleet, anchored at Port Mo1~esby, and, amid the boo1ni11g 
of cannon and the screa1ni11g of fog si1-ens, the Union Jack 
was hoisted, and the nati,,.e chiefs welcomed 011 the deck 
of the flag·ship to hear the proclamation read, a11d to 
exchange presents ,vith the representative of tl1e B1·itish 
Crown. 

A few weeks after, Chalmers accompanied Admiral Bridge 
in a crt1ise arou11d the coast, introducing him to the native5 
and making known to tl1e111 tl1e natt1re of the proclamation • 
in tl1eir own language. Tl1is g·ave him an opportunity of 
pioneering new soil, a11d 1naking obsen1ations of some 
parts of the island whicl1 had 11ot been visited. 

In an island which he visited to instal a new nati,,e 
teacher, Chalmers, in order to she,"· the natives tl1at he 
trusted them, decided to spend the night amongst tl1em. 
Tl1ey had the repute of being ,,.ery savag·e, a11d l1ad 
massacred a number of Et1ropeans, since whicl1 no ,vl1ite 
man had visited tl1em. Quite at their mercy, in an 
u11protected l1ouse and t1narmed, tl1e fearless soldier of the 
Cross slept soundly~ t111de1- the shado,v of the Almigl1ty's 
,vi11g, rolled ttp i11 l1is bla11ket. \Vaking in the mor11ing 
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refresl1ed, ,vith peace all a1·011nd, he fot1nd tl1e natives 
pleased that l1e l1ad sho,v11 sucl1 confidence i11 tl1ern. He 
says i11 a letter, describi11g that visit-'' May He who 
protected us, soon beco111e k11ow11 to tl1em. '' Tl1us east 
and west, i11 inland ,rillag·es and among t1ncivilised and 
barbarous t1·ibes, the Gospel pioneer labot1red, e, .. er seeking 
to reach furthe1· afield vvitl1 the standard of tl1e Cross. 
Tl1is V\ras his ambition, and to this great ,vork l1e bent all 
his e11ergies. His 1·ecord of tl1ese 'j our11eys closes with the 
stirri11g· wo1·ds- '' So east a11d V\"est we l(ee1) extending·, 
a11d I t1·11s t ,vill co11 tin tte to do so, 1111 til X e,v Gt1inea is 
occ11pied ,vith earnest 111e11 and ,vomen preacl1ing Cl1rist, 
a11d leadi11g thousands to Hitn. '' 

• 

• 



Peeps at Chiefs and People. 
1\10 NG tl1e various tribes of New Guinea there are 

110w many petty chiefs, bt1t i11 earlier ti1nes there was 
011ly one, wl1ose power was supreme, and whose word 

was fi11al £01- peace or war, for life or death. 
Boi Nagi was tl1e great cl1ief of the Mot11s, and l1is 

a11cestors l1ad been cl1iefs for generations . His head­
quarters were at Port J\1oresby. He was know11 and feared 
all along the coast, ofte11 mal<:i11g· 1·aids on tl1e peaceful 
villages a11d 1·obbing tl1e people of all they possessed. 
Wl1e11 the fi1·st 1nesse11g·ers of tl1e Gospel arrived in Port 
J\Ioresby, co11trary to all expectatio11, Boi N agi became 
tl1eir friend, and listened attentively to their teaching·. 
Althoug·l1 a ma11 of blood, ferocious as a sa,rage, and 
unscr11pulot1s as a robbe1·. the wondrous sto1-y of the Cross 
beg·an to take effect 011 l1is dark and sin-bound sot1l. 
Witchcraft, which had been his chief guide, lost its l1old. 
as the ligl1t of the '' Gospel of the glory of the blessed 
God'' (I. Ti1n. i. 11, R.v.) entered and took possessio11 of 
his l1eart a11d 1nind. Boi confessed Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour, and at an ad,ranced age died in faith in 1886. His 
son Aruako s11cceeded him. He \Vas a wild-looking ma11, 
tall and powerf11l, witl1 the largest and longest head of 
fttzzy hair on the wl1ole coast of New Guinea. He \Vas no 
friend of the missionaries, but watched their mo,~e1nents 
in a sulky ma11ner, feari11g t l1ey might spoil l1is people as 
robbers and 1-aiders, ,vhich, in so far as they were bro11g·l1t 
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1111der the Gospel's sa,1ing po,ver, tl1ey u11doubtedly were. 
He atten1pted more than 011ce to force the Lord's serva11ts 
f1·om l1is country, and 011 one occasion ordered their ho11se 
to be b11r11ed down. But after years of opposition and 
i11difference, tl1is wild cl1ief was broug·l1t t1nder the power 
of the trt1tl1, a11d awakened by tl1e Spirit to a se11se of l1is 

PORT ~10RESBY. 

si11 a11d g·uilt in tl1e sig·ht of God. A wonderful change ,vas 
1na11ifested in his life, a11d the savage look which for years 
so f1·ig·l1te11ed all l1is subjects into sttbmission was 
excha11ged for a calm and peaceful cot1nte11ance. On one 
occasion he accompanied Chalmers on a jot1rney along the 
G11lf . They reached lviaipua, a very large village ,vith 
g·ood l1ouses and several large temples. The inhabitants 

• 

,vere semi-sa,,.ages, ca1111ibals in practice, b11t n1ore intelli-
gent tl1an n1ost of their neig·hbours. Tl1e n1en were 
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eng·ag·ed ii1 a 111a11 l1t111t. Tl1e ,von1e11 ,,Tere bus1~ 1naki11g· 
sag·o, 11ntil tl1e i-ett11-11 of tl1e raiders; tl1en they ,ve11t 011t 
si11g·ing· a11d da11ci11g· to \\relco111e tl1e me11 ,vitl1 tl1eir spoil 
of l1111na11 fles11·, ,vl1icl1 ,vas cooked a11d eate11. In tl1e 
te111ple 01· dzlbzl tl1e 111en prese11ted tl1eir g·ifts to tl1e god, 
a11d tl1e11 j oi11ed i11 tl1e feast. It ,vas i11 011e of tl1ese la1·g·e 
dark te111ples, lit by a fe,v flicl<ering fi1·eligl1ts, to a crovvd of 
sa,rages, real ca11nibals, who l1ad j11st ret111·ned from a 1na11 
h1111t, tl1at Ar11ako, the 11evvly co11,rerted chief, stood fortl1 
in the midst of the weird sce11e a11d boldly preached Christ 
as tl1e Saviot1r of si1111ers. It ,vas a sight never to be for ... 
g·otten by tl1ose wl10 wit11essed it. Tl1e 111an who, 011ly a 
fe,v years before, l1ad bee11 tl1e terro1· of l1is tribe a11d a11 
e11emy of tl1e Gospel, 110,v saved l)y g·race a11d standi11g· as 
Christ's witness in tl1e 111idst of an idol tetnple, telling fo1·tl1 
tl1e story of God's lo,re to 111en worse than l1e l1ad bee11 i11 
l1is darl{est days. Tl1e co11gregatio11 sat liste11ing i11 ,vo11der· 
to the Gospel, wl1ich for tl1e first ti1ne they were tl1e11 
heari11g, a11d at tl1e close of Aruako's testiinony, they 
gathered a1-ou11d asl<ing· all so1·ts of strange questio11s .. 
After Chalmers and those ,vitl1 l1i111 l1ad beco1ne so tired 
that they had to g·o off to sleep, tl1e earnest cl1ief, £1111 of 
his message, a11d yea1·ning to comm11nicate it to his fello,vs, 
continued speaking and ans,vering· questions all tl1roug·h 
the night. When tl1e su11 rose the following n1orni11g·, 
Chalmers got 11p and goi11g· i11to tl1e d·ztb·zt found Arual{o 
still speaki11g in a l1oarse voice to a crovvd of ,vo11dering· 
l1earers. '' Have yo11 bee11 l1ere all 11ight, Aruako ?'' asked 
Chalmers, to whicl1 the l1appy 1na11 replied, '' \Vl1e11 I lay 
down they ca1ne aro11nd asl{ing all sorts of q11estions, so 
I had to g·et up and beg·i11 agai11. So I told them of Jesus 
and His love, and they all said, ' That is g·ood ne,\~s. 
There 1n11st be no 111ore fig·l1ti11g, let us live in peace." 
Thus, slowly b11t s11rely, the Gospel of sal,ratio11, thro11gh 



PEEPS AT CHIEFS AND PEOPLE. 

tl1e blood of tl1e La111b, fot111d its ,vay a11d ,vrot1g·ht its 
wonde1·s amo11g· the savag·es and ca1111ibals of the Papt1a11 
coast. ~ o do11bt there has been n111cl1 to disco11rage a11d 
a g·1·eat deal to test faitl1 a11d 1)atie11ce, b11t tl1is is 11ot to be 
wo11dered at; i11deed, it co11lcl not be otl1er,vise. Where 
Satan l1olds l1is prey i11 chai11s of da1·k11ess, wl1e11 l1is king·­
dom is i11,raded by tl1e ambassadors of tl1e So11 of God,. 

A P.\PUAN CHIEF. 

who once for all has t1·iu111pl1ed over l1i111, a11d wl1ose 
co11que1·i11g· Gospel is the po,ver ,vl1icl1 looses the cl1ains of 
his capti,res and sets tl1em f1-ee, it 11eed 11ot be a 111atter of 
astonishn1ent tl1at he seeks by every possible 1neans to 
oppose and hinder tl1e path of tl1ose ,vho bear the messag·e 
of deliv·erance from l1is power. Bt1t the ,vork will go on> 
and the 11ltimate triumpl1 is st1re. 
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Samoa Bob's Conversion. 
ORN in tl1e island of Savaii, Bob ,,ras sent to the 

Mission School opened 011 tl1at island, but, not liki11g 
tl1e restraint, he ran avvay a11d boarding a ship sailed 

for Samoa, wl1ere l1e g·rew 11p to ma11hood. After l1e ,vas 
1narried l1e re111oved to tl1e Fijis, ,vl1ere he became 
acquainted ,vith tl1e 11otorious pirate, '' B11lly '' Ha)res, for 
whose capt11re a man-of-vlar vessel was se11t from New 
Zeala11d a11d a reward offered. Had Hayes been caught, 
Bob ,vould l1a,re t1ndoubtedly shared his fate, being· 
associated ,vith him in various deeds of ,,iole11ce. Roam­
ing among the islands, sorely g·iven to drinl< a11d a terro1- to 
all ,v ho l<11ew him, tl1e unl1appy 1nan kne\i\, 110 peace a11d 
found no rest. He came to N e\v Guinea, wl1ere Cl1almers 
at that time was, and strange as it appeared to tl1ose wl10 
l<ne,v l1in1, l1e liste11ed with interest and eager attention to 
the preaching of the gospel of Cl1rist, and made a personal 
acq11aintance with tl1e missionary, who ga,,e l1im a Samoan 
Bible, ,vhich l1e 1-ead ofte11 wl1e11 alone, and soug·ht help 
fron1 Cl1al1ners i11 l1is so11l' s distress. It ,vas an affecti,Te 
sight to see the man ,vl10 for yea1·s had been the terror of 
these sl1ores, kneeling on tl1e floor ,vl1ile prayer ,vas 
asce11di11g· to tl1e God of Heave11 against whom he had 
sinned, ,vho ne,rertl1eless lo,,ed him, tl1at his eyes 
might be opened to see and his heart to receive the sal,,a-



SAMOA BoB's Cox\tERSION. 

tion which Christ Jesus came to give to sinners such as he 
was. After deep convictio11 of sin a11d a tl1orougl1 sense of 
his guilt, he trusted and confessed the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour, and was knovvn a11d recognised i11 all the country 
as a truly changed, beca.use a ''born-again'' man. He 
accompanied Chalmers 011 his journeys among the villages, 
and was respected by all who knew him as a consistent 
Christian. It was while on a visit to Aroma that he was 
seized with illness, and after suffering g·reat pain he passed 
peacefttlly i11to the presence of tl1e Lord, whose precious 
blood had cleansed him from sin, 011 a St1nday evening·. 
The following day he was buried amid the tears and 
lamentations of many who knew him, two chiefs lowering· 
the coffin into the grave, each d1·oppi11g a tear on its lid as 
they laid hi1n to rest. A11d as the news spread alo11g the 
coast among the t1·ibes who had first feared l1in1 as a man 
of blood, a11d next respected and loved l1in1 as a ma11 of 
peace wl10 soug·l1t their good, many sor1·ovved that they . 
,, .. 011ld see 110 mo1·e '' Sa1noan Bob.'' It is in such cases 
that tl1e transforming power of tl1e Gospel shines forth, for 
what else cot1ld subdt1e and convert sucl1 a sinner as he 
,vas, 1naking him a ma11ifest tropl1y of its sa,,ing power . 

• 



.. 

• 

Last Voyage, and Martyr's Death . 
OR thi1·ty-fi,1 e yea1·s Cl1almers labo111·ed for tl1e salva­

tio11 of the Sot1tl1 Sea Isla11de1-s. Six times he was 
sl1ip\vrecked, ma11y times l1e ,,ras on the brink of 

death at tl1e l1a11ds of sa,,.ag·es, his two devoted l1elpmeets 
l1ad died, tl1e first i11 1878, tl1e second in 1900, and Cl1almers 
\\ras left alo11e a11d ,vell ad,,,a11ced i11 years, yet full of energy 
a11d zeal i11 the worl< of spreading· the Gospel. On the 
Fly River l1e co11ti11ued to explore a11d open 11e,v stations, 
in wl1ich ,vork l1e ,vas 11obly assisted by a you11g English­
man na1ned Oli,Te1· F. To1nkins, who joined him in 1901, 

described as '' a 111an of faith a11d prayer, mig·l1ty in the 
Seri ptures, '' j 11s t tl1e ki11d of . helper Chalmers needed, and 
heartily welcomed. 

On Ap1·il 4th, r9or, tl1ey ,vent fo1·th on a voyage to visit 
tl1e Papt1a11 Gt1lf, and seek an e11trance to seve1·al tribes 
,vl1ich l1ad 11ot been reacl1ed. These ,,,..ere described as . 
'' sl<ull l111nters, '' a11d, i11 g·oing· i11to their territory, they 
knew they ,vere taking tl1ei1· li,,.es in thei1· l1ands. But God 
l1ad ,vo11 savag·es as bloodthirsty as then1 b)r the po,,rer of 
the Gospel, a11d tl1e re111en1l)ra11ce of this 11er,,.ed tl1e 11oble 
Go spellers to go f or,,"ard i11 His Name to reach tl1ese also. 
011 April 7th, they'" a11cl1ored their \"essel, the 1\-:-i ,ze, off 
Risk Poi11t. So1ne of tl1e natives came on boa1·d, • and 
stayed till evening, Cl1aln1ers promising to visit tl1em on 
shore 11e-xt day. At five the 11ext morning a cro,\'"d of 
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nati,1es boarded the , .. essel a11d bel1aved badly. Ca11oes 
filled witl1 armed ,va1-riors st1rrot111ded the ship, ,vith bo,vs 
a11d arro,vs, clt1bs, ba1nboo k11i,res, and spea1·s, in a 
tl1reatening attitt1de. Chalmers had see11 st1cl1 ang·er 
c1t1elled befo1·e, and decidecl to go on sl1ore, tl1inking· 
tl1ereby to i11d11ce tl1e natives to rett1r11 ,vith l1in1. Fearless 
of da11g·er, the noble soldier of tl1e c1·oss, accon1pa11ied by 
l1is l1elper, Tomki11s; set foot 011 tl1e 11nk11own isla11d, and 
e11tered the villag·e of Dopima, a11d that ,vas tl1e last eve1-
see11 of them. Tl1e Ni1ie sailed along· the coast, bt1t cot1ld 
11eitl1er see nor find any trace of them. A ,1essel se11t by 
tl1e Governor of British Guinea to tl1e scene of tl1e massacre 
learned the sad story of tl1eir e11d, whicl1 is briefly as 
follows:-

Garopo, the chief of Dopitna, opposite ,vhose ,rillag·e the 
ship cast anchor, \vas the man to st1ggest the massacre. 
He called togetl1er the ,,,arrio1·s of eight other , 1 illages, and 
sending forth tl1e canoes filled with his me11, invited 
Cl1almers to come on sl1ore. No soone1· had tl1ey landed 
tl1an a signal was given for tl1ei1· massacre, a 11ative from 
behi11d striking botl1 the missio11aries ,vith a clttb 011 the 
l1ead, ,vhich felled them se11seless to tl1e ground. Kaitine, 
of Dopima, tl1e11 stabbed Chalmers in the rigl1t side ,vith a 
cassO"\\"ary dagger, and l\,f urera c11t off his head; ,vl1ile Ema 
beheaded Tomkins. Their heads were taken to Dopima, 
a11d their bodies cooked a11d eaten. Thus ended tl1e life of 
tl1e man who had given l1imself to God for tl1e e,.rangelisa­
tio11 of the So11tl1 Sea Island ca11nibals. vVriti11g of the 
e, .. e11t, his fellow-,vorker of earlier days, l\1r. La,ves, says: 
-'' Co11ld Chalmers ha,,.e cl1osen his end, we do 11ot think 
l1e \\70t1ld have l1ad it other than it ,,ras. He died at tl1e post 
of duty. He died while trying to benefit fierce savages, 
,vhom his great heart loved." And in the comi11g day of 
re,,.ie,v and re,vard for ser,·ice rendered to tl1e Lord on 



eartl1, the One \vl10 kno\vs it best will 11ot fail to reco111-
pe11se tl1e life a11d ser,rice of His noble ,vitness, J A~IES 

CrIALMERS, tl1e Sot1tl1 Sea 111issionary-martyr·. 
11ay the record of his early conversion to God i11 tl1e 

quiet Arg)1llsl1ire , 1illag·e_. l1is \villing response to tl1e 
heavenly call to g·o fortl1 \\1 itl1 the Gospel 1nessag·e to the 
ca1111ibals of the South Seas, l1is ardt1ous years of toil a11d 
testi1nony there, \vl1icl1 \\'ere closed by a marty1-'s death, be 
ttsed to itnpress 11pon yott, reade1-, the blessedness of being· 
saved in life's ea1·ly clays, saved to serve tl1e Lord wl10 
11eeds and desenres tl1e best a11d brightest of you1· years, 
,vl1etl1er i11 a lo\i\rly J)ath of hidden service i11 the midst of 
ordinary dttties i11 tl1e l1on1e, 011 tl1e farm, at tl1e desl{, 01· i11 
l1igh places of the field, n1al{ing 1~110,,rn to tl1ose ,,rl10 l1a,·e 
ne,1er ;·et l1ea1·d it, tl1e 111essage of God's g·reat a11d g·loriot1s 
sal,1ation. 

• 
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