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GI<EENLAND'S ICY MOUNTAINS 

A S11owy Christ111as Eve 

.· N 0\\1 l1acl been falli11g tl1ickly· tl1rougl1-

ot1t tl1e after110011, a11d by the time tl1e 

la1n1)s \Vere lit tl1at Cl1rist1nas Eve, tl1e 

eartl1 ,\·as robccl i11 her 1na11tle of \\'hite. An hour 

or so later tl1c s110,v ceasccl to fall, a sl1arp frost 

set i11, a11cl tl1e 1110011 bega11 to sl1i11e) casti11g l1cr 

{Jale ligl1t 011 tl1c fielcls of frozc11 s110,v, 111al{i11g 

tl1e1n s1Jarl~lc lil~e clia1n011cls. 

Groups of boys a11cl girls 111igl1t be see11 l1aste11-

i11g alo11g tl1c streets, \\1rap1Jed i11 tl1eir cloal{s a11d 

greatcoats, for 011 tl1at Cl1rist1nas E,,.e, accordi11g 

to a11 a11cie11t custom, tl1c cl1ildrc11 atte11di11g tl1e 

various St111day Schools l1ad tl1eir a1111ual treat. 
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to GREENLAND'S ICY J,fOU1VTAINS. 

The sce11e 011 ,vhich my eyes fell ,vitl1i11 tl1e 

• brigl1tly - lit hall \\'l1en I entered, ,,,as 011e of 
• 

animation. Se\"eral hundreds of tidily - dressed 
boys and girls, and quite a number of yot1ng 

lads and lasses i11 tl1eir tee11s-tl1e me1nbcrs of 

several Bible classes as I aftcr\\rarcls lear11ecl-,vere 
there, all in eager expectation of an cve11i11g's 

enjo)1 ment. And as I thougl1t of tl1e ht111drecls 
of yot1ng l1earts there that might be ,vo11 for tl1c 

Saviour, a11d the yot111g li,;res tl1at 1nigl1t be 111acle 

bright by I-Iis love a11d used i11 I-Iis ho11ot1rablc 

service, I in,vardly prayed that on tl1at very 

Christmas Eve some might be bor11 from abo\1e, 
to grace the kingdom of Him ,vho loved \vhilc 

011 earth, a11d still Io,·es, tl1ougl1 110,v i11 l1ea\1e11, 
• 

to call in· the golde11 days of youth, those \\1ho1n 

I-Ie delights to send forth to tell '' the old, old 
story" to lone a11d \\1eary sot1ls i11 11ear a11d clis­
ta11t lands, ,vl10 have nc,,.cr hearcl His sa,,i11rf 

b 

Na1ne. 

Tl1e su 1)eri11 te11de11 t of tl1e scl1ool 01)e11ed tl1e 

proceedings by gi,1i11g out a hy"tn11, ,vhicl1 \\ta s 

l1eartily sung, follo,,·ed by a sl1ort bt1t ear11cst 

lJfa)rcr that ot1r gatl1eri11g 1nigl1t be ' ' l1a1JIJ)r, 1Jru­
fi table, a11d 011e 1011g to be re111e1n bered ; a11d 

especially that so1ne you11g l1earts 1nigl1t be 
reached by the \Vords spoken, and, if yet u11 .. 
sa\·ed, \\·011 for Christ If already His, dra,vn 
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closer to Him, and sent forth from Hi1n to tell 
otl1ers of I-Iirn a11d of His sa\1i11g fJO\\Fer.'' 

To tl1at req11est my l1eart said '' 1\1ne11." 

1"11e11 \VC l1ctd a hearty tea, so1nc 1Jretty Gospel 

poe111s, recited by se\1eral boys a11d girls, a clistri­
b11tio11 of 1)rizes, and thc11 ,ve ,vere told tl1at '' a 

ge11tle1na11 l1as come from a dista11ce to tell us 
sometl1i11g abot1t a cou11try far across tl1c seas, 
,,1l1ere 11011e of us l1as ever been, bt1t \vl1erc tl1ere 

are rnany boys and girls \Vho ha \1e 110 sucl1 l1appy 
gatl1cri11gs as this, a11d \\1ho have 11cvcr eve11 l1eard 
tl1c S,tviot1r's N arne.'' 

'' \i\' l1at do )10U thi11k is tl1e 11ame of that 
co1111try?" asl{ed tl1e speal(er. 

'' f\frica," shouted a number of voices. 

"No, not c1t1ite. Try it agai11.'' 
" Cl1ina," s,tid a lad. 
" No, not Cl1i11a. Tl1ose cot1ntries are needy 

e11011gl1, yet ,ve l1ear of sorne of tl1e I.Jord's 
servants goi11g fortl1 to both of tl1em ,,,itl1 tl1e 

Gos1Jel ; but to the la11d of \\1hicl1 ,,1e are to l1ear 
to-nig·l1t ,ve 11ever, alas! l1ear of a11y missio11ary 

goi11g forth. It is a lo11e a11d 11eglected la11d." 

1~11e cl1ilclre11 see1ned f)t1zzled, a11d for et ti1ne 
tl1ere \\'as 110 furtl1er a11S\\1er. Tl1e11 a brigl1t, 
i11telligc11t lad ,,1l1ispered '' Gree11la11d." 

"You l1ave it no,v," said tl1e s1Jcal(er-'' Gree11-
la11d." 
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There ,vas a general flutter of exciteme11t, 11ot 
011ly amo11g the children, but I noticecl a smile of 
deligl1t {)ass o,,.,er the faces of the four or five 
seatf uls of young men and ,vomen ,vl10 sat at 
the bacl{, ,vhich seemed to say, '' \,\Te are glad of 
that, for ,ve l{no,v next to 11otl1i11g of Greenla11d, 
or ,vhether a11y people li\"e there or not." 

'' And if you ,vill give tl1e ge11tleman your 
attention l1e ,vill, ,vhile he is speal(ing to yot1, 
thro,v a 11t1mber of pictures on the screen, ,vhicl1 
l1ave bee11 mostly tal{en from life. They ,vill, 
tl1erefore, give you a true iclea of ,,,hat the 
1)eople and the cot111try of Grcenla11d are lil~e." 

• 
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A Trip to Greenland 

I-IERE \vas a ]1ush of quiet ex1Jectation 
as the stra11ger stepped upon tl1e plat­
form, a11d ,,,ithot1t any ft1rtl1er preli1ni-

11ary l1e said :-
I suppose tl1ere is not one here to-nigl1t but 

1(110,vs, and l1as often sung, the grand missionary 
hymn ,,1l1icl1 begins~ 

'' From Greenland's icy mountains.'' • 

• 

But before I thro,v it on to tl1e screen and ,ve 
all sing it together, let me tell you in a f e,v • 
,, .. ords the story of that pretty l1ymn a11d its 

tt1ne, for I thinl<: it greatly adds to the interest 
one tal<es in a hymn or story, to l{nO\\' something 
of the ma11 ,vho ,,,rote it, a11d of the circumsta11ces 
under ,,,hicl1 it ,vas ,, .. ritten. 

The ,,Triter of the hymn ,vas Regi11ald I-Ieber, 

or, as he is sometimes called, '' Bishop Heber''­
although I thinl{ he ,,,as more of an e\·angelist 
tl1a11 a bisl101), for l1e ,,rent out to I11dia. ,,·itl1 tl1½ 

13 
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Go~1)el. I-Ie \\1as 011ce 011 a \7isit to N ortl1 \,1 ales, 
\\1l1ere a cc missionary sermo11 '' \Vas to be preacl1ed 

by l1is fatl1er-i11-la\v. Tl1cre ,,~as no l1)1 mn st1itablc 

for the occasion to be fot1ncl, a11d it is said tl1at 
I-Icber, only a short time before tl1e service, sl1t1t 

l1im~elf t1 p i11 l1is room a11d ,v·rote tl1c hy1nn, a11d 

also the tt1ne namecl " Heber," and botl1 \\1cre usccl 
at the cc missionary'' service that da)'· 

I-Iere is tl1e h),mt1. Corne, a11d let us sing it 

hearti 1 )' togetl1er. 

• 

• 

"~·rom Greenland's icy 111ounta ins, 
From India's coral str~lnd, 

\\
1here Afric's sunny fountains 
l{oll do\vn their golden S:lnd ; 

From n1any an ancient ri,·er, 
From many a palmy plain, 

They call us to deliver 
Their land fro1n erro1's cl1ain . 

"\ Vl1at though the .spicy l)rcezes 
1110,v soft o'er Cey Ion's isle, 

Tl1ough every prospect p1eases, 
And only man is ,·ile ; 

In ,,a.in ,vith lavisl1 kinclness 
'l'l1e gifts of God are stre,vn : 

Tl1e l1eatben in l1is blindness 
l3c,vs do\vn to \vood and stone . 

'' Can ,ve, ,,·hose souls are lighted 
\Vith \visdom from on higl1; 

Can \,·e to 111en benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 
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Sal,·ation ! 0 Salvation! 
Tl1e jo) ful sound proclai1n, 

Till men of every 11ation, 
I-I a\'C l1eard the Saviour's Na n1c." 

15 

N O\V I \\rill sho,v }"OU a map of Europe, so 

tl1at )·ot1 may l(nO\V exactly ,vhere Gree11land is. 

\-r ot1 sec tl1at triangt1lar-sl1aped piece of cot1ntry, 

,,1itl1 its base to,,·arcls tl1e Pole, ancl its ,·ertex 

clirected to,,rarcl tl1c sot1 tl1, tl1at is Grecr1lancl. 

It lies, as )70tl see by tl1e map, i11 tl1e Arctic 
seas, far beyor1d Iceland, ,vhicl1 cot1ntry is abot1t 

l1al f - ,,,a y bet,vee11 Gree11land and the Orkney 

a11cl Sl1etla11d Isles. For many l1undreds of 
)~ears almost 11othi11g ,vas kno,vn by the people 

of tl1is cot1ntry about it. But explorers have 110\v 
,,isited its shores. vVithin recent years tra,,.ellers 

ha,:e crossed its ice-bound fields and penetrated 

i11to its hitherto unkno,\'n regions, gai11ing mt1cl1 
l-::110,,,Iedge of tl1e country, and of its people a11d 
tl1cir ,va)rs. \,\1hale a11d seal fishing vessels 110,,1 

a11cl1or in its fe,v harbot1rs, and ,ve are getting 

to 1-::no,v somcthi11g more every year of tl1e la11d 
of sno,v and its cl,,,ellers, ,vl1ich, I hope, may 

stir us up to interest ot1rseI,,es in it and its 
r)cople. 

\~1 e ,vill no,v have some gla11ccs at these OQ 

tl1e scrce11 . 
• 
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GLil\IPSES OF TIIE COUNTRY. 

Here tl1en is a vie,v of Gree11la11d, \\~itl1 its 

sno,v - \\1hite mountains c:.11d fields of perpetual 

jce, surrot1nded by Polar seas 011 ,vhicl1 great 
icebergs float i11 sile11t processio11, ,,~I1ere the mid-

11ight su11 gleams in tl1e gloom)r sl{)' on a la11d 

of deat11-lil~e still11ess. Gree11la11d is 011ly abot1t 

a fort11igl1t's sail from tl1e I1ritis11 Isles, ) ret, stra11ge 
to sa)t, it is scarcel)1 l{110,,r11, a11cl certai11l)1 less 

l1carcl of tl1a11 tl1e i11terior of Africa, a11d tl:e 

tribes ,,,hose d,velling is be11eatl1 the Eqt1atorial 

Slll1. 

In order to get a better gli1n pse of this ,vonder­

ft1l land ,,re shall imagine ourselves stepping on 
board a ,,,hali11g ,,.essel at Leith, ,vhich is bound 

for the sl1ores of Greenland. \Ve shall then get 

glimpses of all the places of interest on the 

,vay. First ,ve pass the Ork11ey and Shetlancl 
Islands ,vith their rugged, rocl~y coast, and ot1r 

first port of call is Tl1orsl1a,Tcn, tl1e capital of 

tl1e Faroe Isles. Here are a lot of bottle-nose 

,vl1ales sporting in tl1e ba)", and yo11der con1e 
a lot of Faroese in their boats to catch tl1em. 

The Faroe Isles have l1ad tl1e Gospel preacl1ed 

in them for many years, and in Tl1orsha,Te11 there 

js a ~ood St1nda)1 Scl1ool in ,,Thicl1 bo;'S and ~irls 
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A TRTP TO GREE/\7LAND. 19 

J1ear tl1e sa111e s,,·cet story of J est1s a11 cl His lo,·e 
as 1·ot1 do. 

T,vo days' furtl1er saili11g brings us to icebergs 

floating i11 tl1e sea, and sailing tl1e11 becomes 

dangerous. Yonder is tl1e souther11 coast of 
Iceland, ,,rith Orofajokt1ll, its l1ighest mountain, 

rising out of tl1e sea to a height of 6400 feet 

i11 majestic grandet1r, its st1mmit a11d sides ,vrapt 

i11 mist; a11d yo11cler, on a l1igl1 projecting rocl~, 

is Icela11d's only ligl1tl1ouse. Re)' l\'.ja,Tik, the 

ca1)ital, is a co11siderable to,,111, and tl1ere . are 

o,:er 70,000 of a population in Iceland. The 

State religio11 is I.Jutheran. 

Leav"i11g I cela11d, and sailing ,vest,vard on the 

lo11e Arctic seas, you soon come i11 contact \\'itl1 
tl1c floe-ice, ,,,I1icl1 1)rese11ts a rcmarl\'.able sigl1t. 

1'11e floes ap1)ear at a clista11ce lil~e great ,,,I1itc 
mot111 tains, ti11gcd ,,,i th bl tte from tl1e sl,y abo\1e, 

or glo,ving like tl1c l1ues of the setti11g su11. 

S01netimes tl1e drifting ice aJ)pears in smaller 
floes, tl1irty or forty feet in tl1ic]~ncss, and rising 

as ma11y feet abo\"C tl1e ,vatcr in solitary gra11clet1r. 
'I .. l1ey are exceed i 11gl }' dangerous to navigators, 

a11d many a 11oble ,·essel has bee11 dashed to 
})ieces or crt1sl1ed bet,,·ee11 tl1ese floating mountai11s 

of ice. At certai11 seaso11s tl1e coast is accessible, 
and on tl1e ,vest tl1ere are sc\,.eral harbot1rs. Tl1e 

cl1ief mea11s of tra11sport inland is by sledges 
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clr,l ,,,11 by dogs, a11cl \\! l1cre tl1is is i 111 I)ossil)le 

tl1e i11di\1idt1al mal~cs l1is ·\,,ay alo11g tl1e ice or 

frozen sno,v 011 t,,,o 1011g 11arro,,1 strips of ,,,oocl, 

ct1r\·ecl at botl1 c11cls a11cl faste11ecl to bcJt11 feet. 

'I"'l1cse are callecl '' sl~i,'' a11cl ,,,J1e11 tl1c s110,,1 or 

ice is i11 goocl co11clitio11, a goocl "sl~ilobcr" ca11 

111al~e six or sc,tcn 1nilcs a11 l1our. 'l"'J1csc arc 

111ore used by tra\1cllcrs tl1a11 by tl1c l~sl~i1no. 

111 some parts of Grcc11la11d cluri11g t11e s11ort 

st1rnmcr, ,,·l1icl1 only lasts for t11rce rno11tl1s, 

g·rce11 grass, heatl1cr, a11cl so1ne Io,·el)T flo,,rers 

111a )' be see11 gro,,,i 11g i 11 sl1el tercel ,·al lC)'S alo11 g 

tl1c sl1ore. BL1t little or 11otl1i11g gro,,·s or is 

ct1 l ti \"atecl as f oocl, ancl tl1is is \\'l1at most of 

all frigl1tens Euro1)ea11s at Grce11land. 

A \ 7ISIT TO '' ETEl{NIT\T FJORD." 

I>erhaps tl1e most ,,,011clerft1l of all the sigl1ts i11 

l'°;reenland is a'' fjord," ,,,l1icl1 bears tl1e rc1narl-:,1b]e 

11a1ne of '' Eter11ity Fjorcl." I tl1inl~ it \\' ill i11tercst 

) ' Oll to see a11d hear s01nctl1i11g about it. J\ rece11t 

cx1)lorer tells of a \tisit l1c 1nadc to tl1is 1)lace a11cl 

,,,l1at l1e sa\\T there. I◄irst of all, he tells t1s tl1at tl1e 

11ati,,es greatly dre,lcl the !)lace, and \,·ill scarcely 

lend tl1eir boats to or accom pan}" an ) ... 011e \\1isl1i11g 

to see it. I clo 11ot \\·011clcr at tl1is, for, i11 ot1r more 

l1igl1l)· fa,·ourecl la11cl, a11;·tl1i11g tl1at rcmi11cls t)CO{Jle 
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of '' 1~:tcr11ity" is a11 object of fear to tl1e unco11-

\ 1crtccl. I \\·ell rernembcr \\'l1e11, as a11 t1nco11vertecl 

l,tcl, tl1e \·ery ,,,ord '' Eternity" made me sl1uclder, 

for I 1~11e\v \\rell tl1at I \Vas t111prepared to e11ter it. 

It may be some of you are mucl1 tl1e same, so yot1 

\vill 11ot be surprised at the ig11orant Greenlanclers 

clreacling tl1e very name. After a good deal of 

bargaini11g, a pilot ,vas fot111d, and the party set off 

i11 a boat to "}:ter11ity Fjord." Tl1ey first reachecl 

a river of bright, clear ,,,ater, ,,·l1ich appeared to 

flo\v fro1n a lal-;:e far t11) amo11g the mot111tai11s, i11 

,,, 11icl1 tl1ere ,vas a11 ctbt111da11cc of fisl1, of ,,rl1icl1 

011e of the part)' c,tt1gl1t eigl1ty i11 Ii ttle O\lCf a11 

l1ot1r. Some of you bO)'S \\rill say tl1at ,vas a goocl 

" l~ill.'' After anotl1er l1our's ro,ving they enterecl 

tl1c '' fjord,'' a11d tl1en a noise resembling lot1d 

tl1t111der bega11 to startle tl1em. There ,vas 11otl1ing 

bt1t tl1e blt1e, cloudless sl~y overhead ; still tl1e 

11oise i11creased. It came from tl1e great moun­

tcti11s of ice tl1at rose 011 botl1 sides of the fjord 

to c11ur1not1s l1cigl1ts, i11 grc,tt 1)i1111acles, \\1itl1 l1t1gc 

glaciers bet,\·ec11 tl1em. Great icebergs flo,ttecl 

i11 solc1n11 processio11, s0111eti1nes collicli11g \\1itl1 

terrible force, 1)roclt1ci11g tl1c 11oise tl1ey l1ad l1ec1rd ; 

a11cl i11 tl1e !)ale 1noo11ligl1t tl1ey sparl~led lil,e l1ugc 

dia1no11ds, set ,,1itl1 gerns of red, blue, and green. 

The picture ,,,as i11clescribably gra11d, a11d i111 ◄ 

1)ressed tl1e mi11d \\·itl1 tl1e greatness and po,,,er 
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of the great Creator, God, ,vhose handi \\·ork is 
no,vhere seen to greater advantage than in these 
lone, uninhabited scenes, ,vhere the foot of man 
has never trocl. But 11either tl1e mighty glaciers 
of "Eter11ity Fjord," i11 tl1e Arctic seas, 11or tl1e 
stately l)alms a11d migl1ty forests of tl1c Ec.1uator, 
reveal a God of love. The cross of Calvary 
alone tells out the ,vonders of redeeming love, the 
love of God to sin11ers, ,vl1ich is the greatest a11d 
grandest of all that He has made l{110,v11 to ma11. 
I ,vo11der ho,v many of you have see11 "the great 
sight" of a dying Saviour, and said by faith, "He 
died for me." 

Here ,ve ,vill make a break in our story, a11cl 
sing togetl1er a ,vell-l~110\v11 h1rm11, ,,, l1icl1 I ,,,ill 
tl1row 011 the screen :-

r 

• 
'' TIIE LOVE OF GOD TO SINNERS. 

'' God loved the \Vorld of sinners lost 
And ruined by the fall ; 

Salvation full, at highest cost, 
lle offers free to all. 

0 h ! ' t was love, 't\vas_ ,vondrous lo\'e ! 
The love of God to 111e ; 

It l)rought 1ny Saviour fro111 above 
To die on Calvary. 

'' J~'e11 now by faith I clai1n Hi1n 111i11e, 

The risen Son of God ; 
Redemption by His death I find, 

And cleansing through tl1e blood. 
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'' Of victory no\v o'er Satan's po,ver 
Let all the ransomed sing, 

And triun1ph to their latest hour 
Through Christ, our Lord, the 1-.:i11g." 

23 

'' NO\\', if )·ou arc 11ot tirecl of my stor)1,'' sai(l 
the speaker, " I \\·ill tell you sometl1i11g aboL1t 
the Esl<imos, their homes a11d l1abits. Shall I 
go on?'' 

'' Yes, sir, yes!" came from all parts of the 
room ; so another set of slides \Vas got into order, 

and the story \\'ent on. 

ICELAND PONIES. 



Peeps at tl1e People, tl1eir 
Ho111es a11d Habits 

HE people of Gree11la11d are 11a1ned 

Esl(imos. Tl1ey are of a ta,,111y colour, 

J short in stature, \vitl1 broad, flat faces, 

high cl1cel(-bo11es, small, darl, C:}'CS, ge11erally 

obliquely set, a11d flat 11oses, 11arro\v above and 

\·ery broad belo,v. They l1a vc lo11g, • blacl~, 

straigl1t hair, 11ot unlil(e the hair of our l1orses, 

,,·l1icl1 the men allo,v to ha11g loose 0\1er tl1eir 

shoulders, ,vhile the ,vorncn tie u1) tl1cirs i11 a l1igl1 

l(11ot behind, decorated by a ba11d of sealsl{i11, of 

,,,l1icl1 tl1cy are t1sually \tery l)roucl. Tl1cir dress 

co11sist:-., of a tt111ic of sca.lsl~i11, ,,·itl1 a l1oocl a11cl 

1011g boots of tl1e sa111e m,ttcrial. Si11ce Et1ro1)c_a11 

sl1i1)s l1a\·e go11e to tl1e 1)orts of Gree11la11d tradi11g, 

tl1c clress, cs1)cci,llly of tl1c \'\701ne11, l1as bec11 1nt1cl1 

i1n1Jroved. Tl1ey are al\\'ays eager to buy or barter 

for sealsl\'.in or oi 1 the brigl1 t-coloured a11d more 

modern clotl1es as ,vorn by the ,,ariot1s 11ations of 

EL1ro11e. Tl1e Da11isl1 Go\rer11111e11t forbid the sale 
~ i 
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PEEP.._', AT THE PEOPLE. 

of spirits, \vl1ich is a mercy. Tl1eir foocl co11sists 
of seal, sea fo,,11, a11d the flesl1 of reindeer, ra,v or 
cool<ed, a11d ,vhen these fail they are ofte11 in 
starvatio11. They live i11 lo\v l1uts during tl1e 
,vi11ter, the ,,1alls of ,vl1ich are built of turf, li11ed 

\vith sl-~i11s. Tl1e roof is corn posed of bra11ches 
or beams, supported by pillars, covered ,vith sl<i11s 
a11d turf, ,vithot1 t door or \vi11do,v. The en tra11ce 
is a long passage leading in to the middle of tl1e 
l1ouse, ,vhich is generally very lo,v, and about fifty 
feet long by t,velve feet ,vide. When tl1e sno,v 
lies deep upon the grol1nd, it is cut into great 
square blocl<:s, a11d built up in dome-shaped style 
to form a roof for their ,vinter d,velling. Tl1e 
temperature i11 sum1ner is much as it is i11 ,vinter 
l1cre, a11cl in their ,vinter it is extre1nely cold, 
being 73° belo\v zero often, the ,,·ater freezi11g i11 
the lamps. !11 tl1e ,vinter season it is alrnost co11• 
sta11tly darl(, the st1n never appearing at all. Whe11 
it appears tl1ey go to live i11 their summer houses, 
,vhicl1 are tents of sl<:in or turf l1uts built 011 tl1e 
higl1 rocl<s. Tl1ese tents consist of a frarne,vorl{ 
or higl1 trestle, 011 ,vl1icl1 a nu1nber of poles are 
laid, forrr1i11g a sort of semicircle belo,v, co11,lerging 
to a point above. Q\;er tl1ese a double layer of 
sl<i11s is stretcl1ed. Tl1e inner sl(ins l1ave the hair 
tt1rned in,vards, the outer bei11g as a rule tl1e sl<:ins 
from old boats 110 lo11ger fit for use. 

C 
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In each te11t or house-for the arra11geme11t is 
much the same in summer as in ,vinter-there live 
four or five families, eacl1 havi11g its O\Vn share 
marl{ed off by a lo\v partitio11, givi11g i11 ma11y 
cases 110 more tl1a11 a space of four or fi,,e feet 
for l1usba11d, ,vife, a11d childre11. As a rule cacl1 
ma11 has 011e wife, 11ever more tl1a11 t\vo, and they 
generally live agreeably. Tl1eir mode of salutatio11 
is 11ot by handshal~i11g or l~issi11g, bt1t by rubbi11g 
11oses together. In the front of each small apart­
ment in the tent a large stone vessel full of trai11 
oil stands burning. The ,vick is made of dried 
moss, which is laid agai11st the side of the vessel. 
Tl1e S\lPIJly is kept up by tl1e ,vome11 tl1ro,vi11g 
into the vessel pieces ef ,vl1ale blubber, ,,,I1ich soo11 
melt i11to oil. These lamps burn night and day, 
and serve the double purpose of giving light and 
heat. The food is cool<ed i11 large sto11e jars, 
,vhich are l1ung a little distance above these lamps, 
_a11d, as you 1nay guess, ,vith so ma11y of these 
lamps in one place, and ,vitl1 110 outlet, the smell 
is far from agreeable to a stranger. When tl1e 
i111nates e11ter, they divest tl1emselves of tl1e ,vhole 
of tl1eir garme11ts except tl1eir '' 11atit '' or indoor 
·attire, which co11sists of a narro\v band of skin 
arou11d the loins. 

In these strange d,vellings you may guess the 
home-life of tl1e Esl.;:imo is \~ery differe11t from that 
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of a11y ,,·e see i11 this civilized country, even among 

the very poorest. And \vhen I tell you that during 
tl1e seaso11 ,v l1en tl1ere are 110 seals, ,v hich is gene-­

rally i11 the early IJart of tl1e year, they are i11 dire 
pO\"erty and ofte11 i11 starvatio11, you ,vill not 

envy tl1eir lot, I am sure. 

But tl1eir greatest \Vant of 
all is, they do not l~no\v tl1e 
God of love, \vho ga,,..e His 

011ly-begotten S011 to die for 
sinners, that tl1ey might be 
made fit to d\vell ,vith Him 

i11 II is home above. No 
brigl1t l1ope of a11 etcr11ity 
of b~iss i11 the prese11ce of 
Go1J a11d tl1e Lamb cl1eers 

tl1e d)ii11g E sl~irno as l1e 

ESKI)IO AND DOGS. 
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passes into the \vorld beyo11d. What he tl1i11l~s 

about that ,vorld a11cl tl1ose ,vho inl1abit it I 1nt1st 
tell }1011 so1ne other e\,.e11i11g. But I hope yot1 
,vill tl1inl{ over the sigl1ts you l1ave seen and tl1e 

story yo11 l1ave l1eard of the d,vellers 011 the sl1ores 

of Gree11land in their strange houses and ,vi th 

tl1eir \veird customs, a11d that those of you \vl10 

1{110,v and love the Lorcl Jesus \vill earnestly pray 

tl1at the light of the glorious Gospel may yet 

shi11e amid the darl-~ness, a11d bring peace a11d 

gladness to many l1earts and homes in that lo11ely 

land. 

The feet of explorers a11d heralds of the Cross 

have traversed the deserts of Africa a11d penetrated 

its lone forests, so that tl1ey are 110 lo11ger repre­

sented on ot1r map of Africa by tl1e ,vords '' U11-

1~110,vn Territory,'' as i11 ot1r scl1ool cl;1ys. N o,v ,ve 
l1ear of Gospel triumphs amo11g the.sable .Lt\frica11s, 

and of me11 and ,vomen bei11g co11sta11tly la11cled 
011 its st1nny shores ,vl10 ha,Te go11e fortl1, lea v,.i11g 

l1ome and l{indred, to tell the be11igl1ted tl1ousa11ds 

of '' The Dark Continent" tl1e story of a Saviour's 
lo,re. BL1t to the ,vl1ite, lone la11cl ,,·l1icl1 girds tl1e 

X ortl1 I)ole, ,vl1ose ta,v11y d,\·ellers, cl,:tcl i11 ft1rs, are . 

part of that "so loved" ,vorld ,,1hicl1 J est1s came to 
sa,,e, and to '' every creature'' in ,,,l1icl1 He com­

ma11ds us to carry His Gospel, ,,.:e hear of 110 
ba11ds of devoted gos1Jellers goi11g fortl1. Tl1ere 
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are i11deed a fc,,r, a ,·ery fe,\', ,,,ho l,110,v tl1e N amc 

of Jesus tl1erc, a11cl ,,·110 seel~ to mal\'.e Him 1<110,vn 

to others, but tl1eir progress l1as bee11 ,·ery slo,,,. 

I ,,·ill try ancl tell )rOll tl1c patl1ctic stor}' of their 
cle,Totio11, tl1eir 1)ri\Tatio11s a11cl sufferi11gs e,te11 1111to 

deatl1, and I l101)c it ma)' be t1sed of Goel to call 

fortl1 l)fa)Tcrs from ma11y of )"011r l1earts, tl1at Goel 

1nay still send forth His glad message to tl1cse icy 

rcgio11s, ,,·l1ose inhabita11ts li,,.e a11d die and pass 

i11to eternit)" ,,·itl1ot1t l1eari11g tl1e N a1ne of Him 

,,·110 ca1nc to seel( a11cl to sa,Te tl1e lost. A11cl ma)" 

it stir Lll) otl1ers ,,·hose lot has bcc11 to basl~ 

be11eath tl1c beams of tl1e Gospel fro1n tl1cir 

cl1ilcll1ood 's cla)"S, but ,,·110 still neglect or cles1)isc 

it, to thinl~ 110,v cleep is tl1eir g11ilt a11cl 110,,,. a,,·ful 

,,rill be their cloom in corn pariso11 ,vitl1 tl1ose ,,·110 
l1a,,.e ne,:-er 1~110,,,11, as tl1e1, l1a,,.e 1~110,,,11, tl1e story 

of redeemi11g lo,·c. 

And if ) ' Oll you11g folks ,ro11ld lil~e to l1ear more 

aboL1t Gree11la11cl and its people, I \\·ill come anotl1er 

11igl1t a11d tell you ho,v the Gos1Jel ,,·as first i11tro­

clt1ccd a11d of tl1e tri11mpl1s ,vl1icl1 it ,v·rot1gl1t, a11d 

110,v ma11y of tl1c Greenla11dcrs ,,·ere co11,·erted. 

\Ve migl1t si11g ere ,,·e )rCt part :-

4
' Far, far a\vay, in l1eathen clarl~ness d1,\•elling, 

1--1 ill ions of souls for ever may be lost, 
\\"ho, ,vho ,vill go, Salvation's story telling-• 
Looking to Jesus, counting not the cost? 
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'' All po\ver is given unto 1\1 e ! All power is given unto 
Me ! Go ye into all tl1e \vorld, and preacl1 the 
Gospel; and lo, I am \vitl1 you al\vay." 

'' See o'er the \vorld, wide open doors inviting : 
Soldiers of Christ, arise and enter in ! 
Christians, awake ! your forces all uniting, 
Send forth the Gospel, break tl1e chains of sin ! 

'' '\Vhy v.1ill ye die?' the voice of God is calling, 
'Why will ye die?' re-echo in His Name : 
Jesus bath died, to save from death appalling; 
Life and salvation, therefore, go, proclai111. 

'' God speed the day when men of ev'ry nation, 
'Glory to God' triumphantly shall sing; 
Ransom'd, redeem'd, rejoicing in salvation, 
Shout ' Hallelujah, for the Lord is King ! '" 

lIARJ>OONI~G A \YIIALE. 



The History of Greenland 

BRIGHT moonlight night in January, 
a large hall pacl{ed full of ruddy 
scl1oolboys and schoolgirls, ,,,ith quite 

a lot of ,vorl~ing lads and factory girls, just tl1e 
class above all otl1ers that are difficult to get hold 
of 011 a ,veel{-night to hear the story of redeeming 
lo\·e. But tl1e ne,vs of our former eve11ing's 
"Lantern Tall< 011 Greenla11d" ]1as spread througl1 
the village, and sorne of the lads and lasses \vl10 
,vere tl1erc have i11vited their '' chu1ns '' and fello,v­
\\~orkers, so tl1at accounts for our large gatl1ering 
to-11ight. Our frie11d is here again from the 
neighbouring to,vn ,vitl1 his lantern and a fresl1 
lot of slides, and he has brougl1t a friend ,vitl1 
him to sl10,v them ,vhile he speal<s. After a 
hymn and prayer for God's blessing on the story 
about to be told, he said :-

N o,v, my young friends, I l1ope the story I am 
rlere to tell you may be used to sl10,v you your 

31 
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need of Cl1rist, a11d ho,v' gra11d it is to l~no,v 
a11d trt1st I Iin1 i11 early clays. 

The early history of Gree11land, i11 so far as 
it is 11eccssary to refer to it l1ere, 1nay be told 
i11 a fe,v ,vords. Gt111bicern, tl1e so11 of a 
N or\vegian ro,,,.er, is said to have first disco, .. ered 

it in the ninth century, and Eric the Red, tl1e s011 . 
of a N or,vegian l(it1g, ,,1110 \vas ba11isl1ed from 

his country for three )"Cars, fled to tl1e isla11d 
a11d sojot1r11ed there. I-I c ga\"e to it tl1e 11ame of 
'' Gree11land," and represented it to the Icela11ders, 
,,

1hom l1e ,visl1ed to entice tl1ere to settle, as a lanc1 

of '' green " fields, ,vitl1 excelle11t pastures for tl1e 
sheep a11cl cattle. The sim JJle people belie\1ed l1is 
story ,,1ithot1t mal(i11g a11y ft1rtl1er e11q t1iry as to 

the trt1tl1 of it, and pre1)ared to emigrate to the 
ne,v lancl. Lil(e some of later .)rears, tl1c1r tl1011gl1t 
tl1ey ,vould find anotl1er Eden tl1ere, ,,,here 11otl1ing 

but l1a ppi11ess \\1ould be their lot. T ,vc11 ty-fi \"e 
ships ft1ll of people, ,,,ith cattle, sl1ee1), and goats, 

sailed for the ne,v cou11tr1r, but onl)' fot1rtee11 
arri\"Cd. Tl1e rest fot1ndered in tl1e Arctic seas. 
Tl1ey ,vcre much disappoi11ted ,vitl1 tl1c appearance 
of their 11c,v home, bt1t l1ad to mal{e up tl1eir mi11ds 
to stay. Tl1ey settled on tl1e ,, .. est coast. Others 
from Iceland and N or\\"ay, 11ot kno,,ring ,,,}1at had 

befallen, follo\ved them, a11d it is belie\"ed that 
about tl1c )rear 990 tl1cre must ha \1e bce11 se\·eral 
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tl1ousands of d,\,cllers alo11g the eastern and ,,,.estern 
shores of Greenland. Bt1t t1p to tl1is time there 
is no record of the Gospel l1avi11g been preached 
among them. They were \vitl1out the knowledge 
of the true God and His Son Jesus Christ. So 
you may l<no,v they ,vere cheerless enough, for 
nothing can bring peace and happiness to a heart, 
a home, or a natio11, but the l{no,vledge of Jesus 
and His lo\1e. !11 tl1e 11orthern part of the is]and 
tl1ere ,vere paga11s kno\vn as Skrcellings, a ,vilcl and 
sa \1age race, ,vho made raids t1 po11 the colonists 
several times, ,,rorl<i11g l1avoc amo11g them ; and, 
to,,rard tl1e close of the fifteenth centt1ry, it is 
recorded tl1at tl1ey s,vept do,vn in great numbers 
by land and sea, and t1tterly extinguished them. 
It ,vas probably some time after this that a 
gallant admiral of Queen Elizabeth, named Fro­
bisl1er, sailed ,vitl1 tl1ree vessels to find ot1t the 
state of Greenla11d. One of l1is vessels ,,,as lost 
i11 a fog, anotl1er deserted l1im on the ,vay, and 
tl1e sl1ip Gab,,iel, in \\·l1icl1 the admiral sailed, ,vas 
supposed to have reacl1cd Greenla11cl, as relics 
of the explorer's party \Vere found tl1cre tl1ree 
hundred years later, b11t no11e of tl1e party e\~er 
returned alive. In I 845, Sir John Franklin sailed 
,vitl1 t,vo sl1ips and fully equipped cre\\'S to tl1ose 
Arctic regions. f ... ra11l<:li11 died tl1ere in I 847. 
The follo\ving year tl1e sl1ips l1ad to be abancloned 
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011 tl1c icc-l)ot111cl coast, and near I): all tl1eir crc,,,s 
perisl1ccl. From tl1at ti1ne till tl1e 1)rcse11t ex­
plorers a11cl golcl-sccl~ers l1a, .. e \1isited Grcc11la11d's 
sl1ores, a11cl rn t1cl1 in formatio11 regarcl i 11g tl1e 
cot111tr}" a11cl its I)COf)lc l1as bee11 gai11ecl; bt1t 1))" 

• 

far tl1c 1110s t i11tercsti 11g !)art of tl1c stor)' is tl1c 
tl1rilling accot111t of 110,,.. tl1e Gos1)cl of Gocl's 
sal\1atio11 \Vas carried to Gree11la11cl by l1croic n1c11 
a11d \\·omen co11strai11cd by the lo, .. e of Cl1rist, 
,vl10, lea, .. i11g fatl1crs, 1notl1ers, frie11cls, a11cl l101nc, 
\\"C11t ot1t i11to the 11111~110\\-'11 la11d to tell its cl,,·cllcrs 
of J cs11s a11cl I-I is lo, .. c. It is tl1is stor)' tl1at I \\'ill 
110,,· try a11d tell ) 'Ot~. 



'fhe l11troductio11 of Christianity 

1.:1 E introduction of Christia11ity to 

Gree11land tool{ l)lace in 999. It 

l1appened i11 tl1is \vay. Leif, a s011 of 

l➔:ric tl1e l~ed, l1ad go11e across to N or\,,ay, a11d 

tl1ere l1e n1et ,,·itl1 Olaf tl1e N or,,,egian 1~i11g, \\1l10 

l1acl bee11 co11,·ertecl to Goel i11 earl)1 life \\'hile 

,,,a11clcri11g as a11 exile. l<.ctt1r11i11g to J1is ca1)ital 

fro111 ,t11 C\'a11gelistic tot1r ,,,ith a 11 t1m bcr of l1is 

l1cl1>ers, l1e met Leif ,,,itl1 l1is 1)agc111 com1)a11ions, 

,111cl at 011ce bega11 to tell tl1e111 of Cl1rist. \\-e 

ca11 \vell i111agine 110,v stra11ge tl1is 11c,v doctri11c 

,,,ot1lcl fttll upo11 tl1e ear of tl1c yo1111g l)agans, who 

l1(tcl 11e,1cr ]1earcl the Sa \1iot1r's T amc, but st1cl1 is 

tl1c IJO\\·er of tl1e Gospel of Goel, tl1at Leif a11cl 

sc,1 erc:t 1 u f 11is corn p,111io11s ,,,ere at 011ce co11 ,·erted. 

After ,t sl1ort sojour11 i11 N or\\7a)', tl1ey retur11ed to 

Gree11la11d i11 tl1e )'Car I ooo, accorn 1)at1ied by 

se\·eral N or,,·egia11 missio11aries, to !)reach to their 

cou11tr}11ne11 tl1e u11searchable ricl1es of Cl1rist. 

37 
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I-Io,,1 S\\'cct it is to tl1i11l\'. of tl1is yot111g pri11ce 

a11cl l1is Cl1ristia11 corn 1)a11ions goi11g fortl1 \\1i tl1 

bt1r11i11g hearts amo11g tl1e paga11 Gree11la11clcrs 

,,,itl1 t11e glad tidi11gs of sal,,atio11 ! 1-10,\1 111at1)' 

\\'Cary l1e,1rts \\1cre tl1us led to tl1c grectt I~cst­

gi \1er tl1e d,ty \\till c1cclare, bt1t \\1C are told by 

l1istoria11~ that sucl1 ,vas tl1c cl1,t11ge ,,,rut1gl1t 

r-=---­
~ 

DUILDING \VIN'l'ER IIOU SES, 

a111011gst tl1c 1)eo1Jle, tl1at Eric, tl1c l~i11g, feari11g 

tl1cy ,voulcl 110 lo11gcr obc)., l1is JJaga11 l,t\\'S, bec,11ne 

\·ery a11gr}1, ct11cl tl1re,tte11cc.l Leif, l1is so11 , \\Titl1 clecttl1, 

t111lcss l1e gave tII) 1Jre,1cl1i11g Cl1rist. l3L1t tl1is ,,,,1s 

i111possible. To 1n,ttter ,,·I1etl1cr a111id '' Gree11-

la11d's iC)' 1nou11tai11s," or i11 the m ore civilized and 

fa\·ot1recl cities a11cl \·illages ,,·l1cre Cl1rist is loved, 

1-Iis ~ a1ne ,rill be s1Jread abroad. Need \\'e 



INTRODUCTION OF CIJRl.'>TIANITJ?. 39 

\\'011cler ,,,l1e11 ,\·e learn tl1at a fc,v )'e,1rs later Eric 

l1i1nsclf ,,·,1s co11\~crted, a11d bcga11 to use l1is i11-

flt1e11cc for tl1e s1)read of tl1e Gos1)el? 13y tl1is 

ti1ne O\'Cr tl1ree l1u11dred villages l1ad s1)rt111g t1p, 

,111cl i11 111ost or all of tl1e111 1Jlai11 builcli11gs ,,·ere 

erected for tl1e preacl1i11g of tl1c Gos1Jel a11d tl1e 

,,1orsl1i1J of God. So far as ca11 be gatl1ered fro1n 

ct11cie11t l1istor)', the Gos1)el l1ad bec11 1)reacl1ed i11 
si1n1)licity ll!) to tl1is tirne, and tl1osc ,vl10 belie\·ecl 

it ,vent 011 mal~i11g it l{no,v11 to otl1crs. l3t1t tl1e 

tidi11gs of tl1is ,vorl{ in tl1e far N ortl1 reached 

llome, and tl1e J)o1Je appoi11tecl Ar11old, bisl1op 

of Gree11la11d i11 I r 2 r. 1"'hen large cl1urcl1es ,vere 

built, tl1e rt1i11s of ,,1l1icl1 i11 so111c cases re1nai11, 

c111cl 110 doubt tl1e simrJlicit)7 of tl1c.ir early faitl1 

,,,as to a great exte11t obsct1recl b)' traditio11. l◄or 

o,·cr t\\10 l1t111dred ) .. ears tl1ings see1n to l1a\;C go11e 

011 1Je,tceft1ll)', t111til a l1ordc of tl1osc ,,,ild paga11s, 

bearing the name of Skrzelli11gs, S\\'Cl)t do\\111 
t1pon tl1e peaceful villages alo11g tl1e coast, a11d 

t1tterly destrO)led them. No 011e ca11 tell if any 

of tl1e Lord's ,vitnesscs st1rv·ivecl. A ho1)c \vas 

1011g e11tertai11cd t11at sornc 1nigl1t be carried 

captive, a11d, lil<e "a little ca1)ti,,e 1naicl '' of olde11 

time, tl1ere mal~e k110,\111 the Name of tl1eir God 

a11d I-Iis Christ i11 these darl.;: places of tl1e earth. 

Bt1t \\'itl1 tl1is sad calamity tl1e history of tl1e 

Gos1Jel 's l)rugrcss i11 Grcc11la11d is lost for ce11-
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turies, t111til God arot1sccl tl1c i11tcrcst of a trt1e a11d 
faithful serva11t of I-I is, ,,,I1ose lot ,,ras to agai11 

t111furl tl1e ban11er of tl1e Cross 011 tl1e lo11ely 
shores of Greenla11d. Tl1is ,vas Hans Egcde, a 
devoted young Da11e, ,,,110, ,vith l1is ,vife, ,vent to 

tell tl1e d,\ .. ellers amo11g "Gree11la11d's icy moun­

tai11s" tl1e story of tl1c Cross. 
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LO~E LABRADOR 

BOUT the year r74r, a Dutch sail,)r, named 
John Christian Erhardt, was on a voy·age to 

the \Vest Indies, and landed on the island of t 
Thomas. Utterly unconcerned about the things of 
God and etcrnit_y, he vvas wandering about on the 
island, ,vl1en he saw a circle of negro sla,les on one of 
the plantations standin~ around a missionary, ,vho 
,vas preaching the Gospel to them. Erhardt stood 
and listened. 1'he Spirit of God carried the words 
spoken by the servant of Christ home to l1is heart 
and conscience, and he was soon after converted. He 
began at once to testifyT for Christ, and to tell among 
his fello,vs of the great salvation ,vhich he had be­
con1e possessed of. The}l could not but listen to his 
,vords when they sa,v the mighty change wrought by 
God's grace in him. Erhardt, desiring to return to 
Europe, joined a ship going to Greenlanci. There 
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he met \\rith l\Iatthe,,, Stach and others of the de­
voted ba11d of l\IoravTians, who had gone to these icy 
regions ,vith the glad tidings of salvation. While in 
Greenland, he becan1e acquainted ,vith several 
Esqui111aux from ~ orth An1erica, who told him of the 
heathen darl<:ness of their countrymen, who lived in 
the lone land of Labrador, on the opposite side of 
Davis Strait. Erhardt's heart yearned for these poor 
barbarians, and he longed to preach amongst them 
the Xan1e of Jesus. On his return to Germany, he 
told the earnest and devoted Count Zinzendorf of his 
heart's desire. That good man was ever ready to 
give his help and counsel to all whose SJ)irits stirred 
them to go forth among the heathen with the Gospel. 
K otwithstanding the many difficulties and dangers 
connected ,vith such an undertaking, the way was 
clearly opened by God for Erl1ardt to go forth, and 
on the r7th of lVIay 1752, he, with four others, sailed 
for the coast of Labrador in a vessel which. they 
named '' The Hope," fitted 011t by a nu1nber of 
London merchants. The,.1 took with then1 a ,,rooden .., 

house ready to erect, tools, agricultural imple1nents, 
and seeds of various l<inds to sow. \Vhen they cast 
anchor off the coast of Labrador, a number of the 
natives surrounded the ship in their kayaks, shout­
ing and yelling frantically at the strangers, but \Vere 
quieted by Erhardt addressing them in their own 
language. The five pioneer missionaries landed, and 
erected their hut, naming the place '' Hopedale.'' 



Lo1ie Labrador 

Here the four remained, ,vhile Erhardt, vvith the ca1)­
tain antl cre\v of '' The Hope," went further along the 
coast in the hope of trading with the natives, and thus 

AN ESKIMO PROFESSES FAITH IN CHRIST. 
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opening up a ,,,ay for the Gospel. i\fter sailing abot1t 
for several da1 .. s in searcl1 of a suitable place to go 
ashore, Erhardt, ,,rith fi\"e of tl1e cre,,r, la11ded, cll1d, 

accompan1ed by a number of natives ,vl10111 the)' 111et 
on shore, ,vent 1nto tl1e interior, fro1n ,,·l1icl1, al~ts, 
they1 never returned. They ,vere taken ancl crt1elly 
1nurdered by the sa ,,ages. The sad ne,vs of this ,,·as 
conveyed to the four miss1onaries at Hopedale, ,,rho 
were very much cast down. They saw tl1at further 
efforts to reach the natives ,vitl1 the Gospel, from that 
point at least, \Vere impossible, so they .. clecidecl to 
ret11rn to their own co11ntry. The four Gospellers 
willingly took the places of the murdered sailors, and 
helped to b1·ing the ship back to England. They left 
the hut standing, in the hope that some of the niissing 
men might, after all, ret11rn, a hope ,vhicl1, alas, \\·as 

never realised. Wl1en tidings of the disaster reacl1ed 
Europe, many advised that all hope of e,~angelising 
a people so cruel and treacherous should be aban­
doned, or at least postponed until civilisation had 
wrought some change on the savage d,vellers on the 
coast of Labrador-a kind of counsel vvhich is fre­
quently given by those who kno,v little of and care 
less for the heathen. But· one heart at least ,,,as 
exerc1sed otherwise. This was Jans Haven, a godly 
carpenter, ,vho felt he ,vas called of God to go forth 
to Labrador to again make an effort to reach its 
people wjth the Gospel. After long and prayerful 
waiting upon God for guidance, he engaged hi1nself 
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cl' a ship carpenter on a vessel belonging to the 
l-Iudson's Bay Companj7. As the ship touchecl the 
shore a party of Esquimaux in,rited hin1 to land and 
settle an1ongst them. Tl1e re1nembrance of ,vhat had 
l1appened to Erl1ardt, no doubt, ,vould be in his mind, 
but kneeling down on tl1e ship's deck, he said, '' I will 
go to tl1e1r1 in Thy :Name, 0 Lord. If they kill me, 
my" vvork 011 earth is done. If they spare 1ne, I will 
belie~/e it is Thy" \vill that they should hear and re-
cei \)'C the Gospel.'' These were noble words. What, 
bl1t faith in God, and the love of Christ i11 the heart, 
cc)uld lead a man to take his life in his hand, and go 
single-handed into the n1idst of a horde of blood­
tl1irsty sa,7ages ,vho had treacherously murdered his 
preclecessors ? Bt1t tl1e sa1ne Divine compassion tha,t 
n10,,.ed the Eternal Goel to gi,,e His only-begotten 
Sc>n to bleed and die for lost and guilty sinners, 
1110\·ed the heart of .. Jans Haven to fearlessly step on 
the shores of Labrador, into the 1nidst of a heatl1en 
ancl blood-tl1irsty, unci\rilised people, with the glad 
ticli11gs of sal,1ation. W11en they saw that their in­
\titation had been accepted, they danced and shouted • 
in \\rild confusion for a long time, until they ,vere qt1ite 
exhausted. Then the Lord's lone ,,·itness quietly 
,,·alked into the settlement, an<l, standing up in the 
midst of the noiSjl crovvd, began to sing a hymn in the 
(~rcenlancl tongue. This ,vas the first song of sal-
"\7 tl tion that had e,·er been heard on that ic11 shore. 
Tl1e effect ,vas mar,1ellous. The noise ,, .. as instantly.,. 
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hushed, and ,vith eyes and ears and mot1tl1s all open 
they stood listening for long to the '' old, old story," 
sung and spol<:en in their natjve tongue. \\That an 
honour to be the Lord's messenger to those \\rho have 
.never heard His Name ; to tell the ,vearJ1 hearts in 
dark heathendo1n, or in still more guilty Cl1ristendom, 
of the true Rest-Giver, and to bear to t11irsty souls 
the ,vater of life ! Haven explored part of the coast 
and found it was thicl{ly populated, and that the 
people, although buried 1n gross s11perstition, and 
excessively treacherous, ,vere ,villing to listen to the 
Gospel message ,vhich he had come to gi,re them; 
and in the confidence that it would pro,1e, as God 
had promised, the power of God in the sal,1ation 
of those who received it, he set himself to the work 
with all his might. But, as all who go single-handed 
into heathendom soon feel, Jans Have11 felt the 
need of a comrade, so, after a fe,v mont.11s' \\"Ork he 
1~eturned to Europe to find a fellow-labol1rer . 



PEEPS AT LABRADOR AND ITS PEOPLE. 

E will leave the story of Jans Haven's sojourn 
in Europe, and his rett1rn to Labrador with 

a band of fello,v-labourers, and have a peep at the 
country and the people to whom they were to bear 
the glad tidings of God's salvatio11. 

The triangular-shaped peninsula extending from 
the Straits of Belle Isle to Hudson's Straits, forn1ing 
part of North America, is kno,vn as the Coast of Lab­
rador. The nortl1ern part of this peninsula is the 
proper home of the Esquimaux. The coast is full 
of rocks and crags and numberless islands, ,~litl1 little 
or no vegetation, the abode of seagulls and eider­
ducks. Inland, as also around the more sheltered 
bays, tl1ere are green fields, and many beautiful 
trees, including the fir, the birch, and the larch. Lakes 
and moss-covered plains, with several high mountains, 
one of ,,1hich, named Kaumaget, is over 3600 feet 
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hig·h, are found in the interior. For nine rnonths of 
the year the country is covered \v1tl1 ice ancl sno\v, 
so that the inhabitants can clo nothing in the ,vay of 
culti,rating the land. They1 have to seel~ their li \1eli-

AN ESKIMO BRIDE OX HER \ V EDDI~G 1) .-\ '\:'. 

hood i11 hunting and fishing. The chief spoil of the 
sea is the seal, of which there are five or six sorts. 
and of these many thousands are caught e,,.e11r ~:rear 
by the natives. 

~ 



Tl1e )lora,,ian missionaries, \\·}10 ,,,.ere the first to 
penetrate into this lone land v\7ith the Gospel, still 
holcl the fort, with at least four stations, bearing the 
11ames of Nain, Hebron, Hopedale, and Zoar. Around 
each of these they collect the Esqui1nat1x in small 
colonies, and, v\7hile preaching the Gospel and giving 
daily instruction in the Word, they teach the young 
to ,vork at simple trades, so that they may be weaned 
fro111 tl1e ,vandering and idle life so natural to them, 
to ,vin their bread in an honest manner. The in­
habitants are said to have received the name of 
Esquimaux from their Indian neighbours, with 
,vhom for y .. ears they waged continual war. The 
name implies that they eat ra,v or uncooked flesh. 
They call themselves '' Innuit," or, '' The men," and 
call othe1~ races '' Kablunat," or inferior beings, and 
have as one of their· traditions that God the Creator, 
in whom they profess to believe, n1ade the '' Innuit '' 
,ts a san1ple of wl1at He designed all men to be--a 
,·ery flattering conclusion to arrive at. 

The Esquimaux are sl1ort in stature, with larg·e 
heads, long black hair, coarse features, and have very 
s111all ha11ds and feet. The men are chiefly .. engaged 
in fishing for seals, and, ,vhen at hon1e, are occupiecl 
in building or repairing tl1e '' l-cay1aks '' or sea boats, 
,,·hich are made of light wood covered with skins. The 
,,·omen spend their time cleaning fish for food, and 
preparing the skins of seals as clothing for themsel\1es 
and their children. 
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Tl1eir chief 111eans of tra11sport i 1Jj7 sleclge--, ,,1l1icl1 

are dri,1en bJ1 clog·s of a ,-v·olf-lil~e ,1ppca1-a11ce. Tl1ese 

dogs are of a sa\1age n(1tt1re, ancl tl1e strong ones 
usuall1i fall out upon the 1·est and kill tl1e111. The1, 

are l1amessed in pairs to the slcclg·e, or '' cc111111etig·t1e,'' 

as it is termed, as 1nany as six ctnd eigl1t J)airs being 
used for each sleclge. In this \\'ay the1i ca11 1110,1e at 

considerable speed s1noothl~i alo11g tl1e ice or snow ; 
the sledge being shocl \vitl1 ,,rl1alcbone, it glides along 

S\Viftly . ... 

At the tin1e ,vhen the l1eralcls of tl1e C1·oss first 
"'1"ent among then1 the cl\\7ellers on tl1e J_,abraclor 

coast ,v·ere nearly all l1eatl1en, ,vorsl1ipJJing '' Tor­
garsuk," ,~.rho theJ' say rt1les tl1e sea; ancl '' St1p­
peruksoal{," a goddess, ,,1110 rt1les tl1e land. The 

'' Angel<:oks," or priests, lJ)' mean of sorceries and 
dark st1perstitions, held tl1em in lJondage to Satan. 
These angekoks claimecl to l1ave cleali11gs \\1itl1 the 
spirit ,,;-orld, and to 1nake jou1·ne11s to tl1e l1eart of 

the earth to consult Torgars11l~. Tl1esc j ot1rneys are 

supposed to be macle du1·ing tl1e da1·l~11ess of night, 
\vhen the angekok remains in l1is l1ut ,vitl1 l1is l1ands 

and feet tied, while his spirit is off to Rea ve11 or hell. 
In this ,,,,ay these ,vily priests of the \\Ticl{ed One 

gained great po,,1er o,1er the poor ignora11t Esq11i­

maux, and deluded then1 bv their sorceries . .,, 

\\7hen the devoted 1\1:oravians first ,,~e11t among 
them ,,rith the Gospel thejr ,vere all heathen, but no,v 

after a century of earnest labour an1ong tl1en1, there 
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are \1er1.1 fe,,, of tl1e Esquimaux ,,·ho practice l1eatl1e11 
ct1sto111 , altl1ol1°11 tl1ere are man}' of them ) et un­
sa,,ed. But tl1e ]~sqt1i1nat1x, lil<e the Red Indians, are 
a cl1,ing race. In the }7ear~ 1790, a tribe of fi,,e thou-

AN ESQUIM,\UX FAl\.1fLY AND TENT. 

sa11d d,velt in the Straits of Belle Isle ; no,,· 011ly 
some t,,10 or three thousand are believed to exist, 
most of them around or not far fro1n the l\iora,,ian 
settlements. Tl1eir nomad life in tents of ski11 l1as 

• 
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largely gi\ren place to ,vooden and 1nud 11t1ts, and tl1eir 
c11~ess is no longer ,,Tl1olly .. of sealski11 but partl1-- of 
~otton a11cl ,,rool. 

They have a ,1ery l)recarious 1node of living, partly 
b1r fishing and by' robbing the nests of bjrds ,vhich 
build on tl1e high rocks along the coast. The Esquimal1 
\\tomen, as a n1le, l1ave to perform this dangerous feat,. 
by being lo,~/ered ¥.rith a rope from the tor, of the cliff; 
their self-important husbands thinl{ing it beneatl1 the 
dignity of a man to engage in such a practice. Dis­
eases, whicl1·they had nothing to help them to coml1at~ 
carried the1n off in thousands ; now, thank God, they 
are visited by"' mission ships at certain seasons; and 
several l1ospitals, '"·ith Cl1ristian nl1rses in charge of 
them, l1ave, throug·h the liberality of the children of 
God jn Europe ancl Americ,t, been erected on tl1at 
bleak sl1ore, ,vhose inmates receive the care the\r -
need, and hear the story of a Saviot1r's love. 



'fHF: GOSPEL'S FIRST E~TR~.\~CE. 

I~''fER a brjef sojourn in Europe, Jans Ha,,en, 
acco111panied by a de,Toted fellO\'/-labourer, 

na111ed Chrjstian Lat1renc<3 Drahart, and t,vo others, 
retl1rned to the stormy coast of Labrador ,vith the 
r11essage of salvation. Drahart hacl been for a 
nt1n1ber of years in Greenland, and had there be­
come acquainted \\~ith the lang11age and l1abits of 
the Esquin1al1 ; and he had also seen mt1ch of the 
,vork of Gocl's grace in the hearts of the vreenlanders. 
~1any of them, during the period of his labours, hac1 
been con,1erted to God. He ,vas therefore a ver)' fit 
companion for his } .. ounger and more zealous brother 
in Christ, Jans H;1ven. The J_,ord's ,vay wa5 to 
send out His disciples t,,.ro and t,\·o. \Ve cannot 
irnprovc upon this 110w ; our wisdom is to follow tl1e 
example set before us. vVhen the ship anchored in 
Chateau Bay, seve1·al hundreds of the natives came 
running to the shore, and great \\·as their joy to 
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recognise their former friend, Jans Haven. 'fhey 
gave the party a \\·arm welcome, and were greatly 
interested when Drahart told them he had come all 
the ,vay from Greenland, where the peo1)le were 
Esquimaux like themselves. Their questions about 
tl1e country and the people there gave him many 

-
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excellent opportunitjes of telling tl1em wl1at the Lord 
,vas doing in Greenland, a11d ho\v many of their kins­
men tl1ere \\rere happ}T in the kno\,·ledge of a Saviour's 
love. '' They must have been very bad to need all 
that," was the answer Drahart got fro1n one, after 



telling them of the \\Tork of conviction of sin and con­
version to God he had ,vitnessed among the Green­
landers. vvnen he told them of their O\Vn depravity 
and their need of a Saviour, they shook their heads 
and said it might all be true of the '' Kablunats," or 
foreigners, but not of them. Such is the unwilling­
ness of the human heart, in unlearned pagan or refined 
professor, to bow to God's testimony and o,vn jts sin 
and depra,rity in His sight. Sometimes they would 
listen ,vith a measure of i11terest to the \Vord of Life, 
and at other ti1nes they manjfested extreme jealousy 
and suspicion. One thing that greatly tended to 
establish confidence in the Lord's servants was that 
they appeared there a1nong them without gun or 
S\vord, ,vjth no display of po,ver, ,vithout warship or 
guard of soldiers, but as the ambassado1·s of Christ, 
preaching peace, and telling of free salvation, neither 
asking nor expecting anJ1thing from them, but ready 
to live or die for their salvatio11. This is the grandest 
and n1cst effectual '· infll1ence '' 11pon the heathen, 
and in the wilds of I ... abraclo1·, as else,vher·e, it began to 
111ake itself felt. As the missionaries went in and out 
an1ong the people, often spending hou1·s in tl1eir in­
hospjtable d,,rellings, they used every opportunitJ, of 
speaking to them of God and His \7\1ord, and of the 
g·reat sal,,..atio11 they had come to make kno,,rn. Dt1r­
ing the "'rhole of this J)eriod they had to Ii ve on board 
their \tessel, as no land ,vas available for building. 
One night they stayed so long speaking ,vith the 



people that the)r could not fi.11d their ,,,a jl lJclcl~ to tl1e 
sl1ip, and a viole11t storn1 ~1rose v,,hich n1ade it in1pos­
sible for them to reach it. To tl1eir s11rpri::,e, 011.c r, f 
tl1e leading angekoks, or priests, hearing of tl1ei1-
clilemma, offered tl1em l1ospitality ancl tt ni~11t's 
lodging, \vl1ich they gladlj1 accepted, and tl1t1s, f<)1-

the first tin1e, did Europeans sleep in tl1e t e11ts of tl1t~ 
heathen in lone Labrador. S11ch fragmentary labot1rs 
as these may be of some value in tl1c ,,·a>! of pioneering, 
but tl1e ser,1ants of Cl1rist, vv·ho go to the l1eatl1e11, 
must settle down to patient, plodclin~ toil, if tl1ey 
,,·oulcl see abiding results of their labot1r. An ex­

plorer, rt1shing through tribes and crossing continents, 
and a herald of the Cross are t\vo very cliff eren t J)er­
sonages. They can scarcely ever be con1bined withot1 t 
the '' Go speller '' being swamped in the '' explorer.'' 
Paul travelled through continents ancl sailed across 
stormy seas, but his one object ,,·as to preacl1 the 
Gospel of Christ, to tell sinners of the Sa,,iour. Tl1e 
n1ore simply that the Lord's ser,1an ts keep t o_ this the 
better. Seldom do we hear of those \\Tho meddle \\·itl1 
political or other relations being used i11 leacling 
sinners to Christ. Cl1ristianising the heathen a11cl 
'' forming churches'' of tl1ose ,vho adopt the Christia11 
name is one thing ; getting sinners converted, .. ·ouls 
truly brot1ght to Christ, born of Goel, a11d li,·ing 
regenerated lives, is quite a11other. It ,,ras such \\rorl( 
that Jc1ns Ha,-en and Charles Drahart longed to see 
among the Esquimaux. 



THE FIRST :i\iISSION COLONY. 

FTER a long trial of patience, King George III. 
and l1is Go\,ernme11t 1nade them a grant of 

land on the coast, on which to build and settle; 
for this tl1ey were truly thankful. Nevertheless, 
in order to render · their title to it ,1alid in the eyes 
of the natives, tl1ey purchased the land fron1 them. 
Then tl1e)1" built upon it a wooden house, ,,1hich they 
had brougl1t ,vitl1 the1n, and gave the little settle­
ment tl1e name of '' Xain." everal families pitched 
their tents close to the spot, and thus were within 
easyT reach ; and otl1ers dro,re long distances in their 
sledges across tl1e froze11 sea, and when the ice was 
gone the)7 came in greater numbers in their'' kayaks '' 
or sea-boats, bringing their tents with them. On 
such occasions se,,eral hundreds would be within 
sound of the glad tidings, and as Charles Drahart 

G 
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looked out on the circle of thirty or forty tents at 
Nain he praJ?ed, '' Bless our feeble ,,rords. Thou 
,,,ho hast in Greenland made dark minds under­
stand, do so here also." And God was not forgetful 
of that cry, for ere they took down their tents to 
return to their various l1omes, one of the Esquimat1x, 
speaking on behalf of the others, said-'' \\Te thank 
our brothers that they have come to us. \Ve wish to 
go on hearing about Jesus, and to renounce our 
heathen customs. \Ve and our wives talk in our tents 
about the Lord Jesus. \\re know that vve are sinners, 
but we believe in His mercy." How cheering such 
words mt1st have been to the hearts of Christ's lonely 
servants, \\Tho had gi,Ten up their worldly all to make 
kno\\1n His saving Name to those perishing heathens. 
How gra11d to see the ,vork of the Spirit of God in 
a sinner's heart, and to hear the confession from his 
lips that Jesus, and Jesus only, is the Saviour in whom 
l1e trusts, and to who1n alone he clings for forgiveness, 
life, and glory. But these first fruits of God's grace 
did not satisfy the earnest soul of Jans Haven-he 
longed to carry the glad tidings further afield. 

On a fine afternoon in August 1774, Haven, vvith 
three others, set out in a small sloop to lool( for a 
suitable spot to establish another preaching station. 
A brisk breeze sprang up, ,vhich increased to a gale, 
and the frail ship ,~las driven on the rocks. T,,,o of the 
brethren, ,,,.ith the sailors, ,vere cast on the rocks, half 
dead ,,~ith cold, jn pitch darkness, the ,,,.ild ,,,.a,res roar-
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ing around them; but Lister and Brasen, the other 
t\vo of the party, \,1ere dro,vned. After enduring g1·eat 
privation and hunger for three days, they reached 
Nain, and were welcomed with joy, mingled with 
sorro,v. A second station was founded at Okak, 
about 150 miles fro1n Nain. It was while on a journey 
to this place that a most remarkable incident occurred, 
in which the hand of God, working deliverance, is 
seen. T,,To of the brethren, Liebisch and Turner, 
started off in a sledge, driven by a converted Esquimau, 
named l\Iark. The track over tl1e frozen sea was in 
good condition, so they sped along at the rate of six 
or seven miles an hour. After they had gone so far, 
the Eskimo driver hinted that there was a ground 
swell under the ice. On laying the ear close to the 
ground a roaring noise was heard, and large cracks 
became visible. The driver kept toward the shore, 
but ,vhen they approached the coast the sight ,vas 
terrific. The ice had broken loose from the rocks and 
was forced up Dke great mountains, and the whole 
mass of ice for rniles along the coast began to break 
and rise in a,vft1l grandeur, like huge icebergs, plung­
ing into the sea \vith a noise like cannon firing. The 
travellers stood a,ve-struck at the ren1arkable sight, 
and could only praise God for their remarkable 
deliverance. They built a shelter, sang a hymn, and 
lay do\\TI to rest. At midnight, a tremendous ,,Tave 
broke o,;-er them, and they had just time to escape 
when a second ,,ta ,:re carried ever>r vestige of their 
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shelter a\va\' . .., For several days they had no food 
sa,re an old sacl{ made of fish skjn. Xe\,~s had been 

carrjed to X ain of the breaking up of the ice, and a 
party of Esq1.1i111at1x, vvl10 had 1net tl1e sledge, tolcl 
their friends on tl1e little n1jssio11 colon\l that thev 

J • . 

1nust ha ,Te perisl1ed, ,vithot1t a dot1bt, in tl1e sea. 

A~ ICEBERG. 



TRIUMPHS A~D TRIALS OF I◄'AITH . 

HE sorro\\"-str1c1~en colony at N ain, after 
shedd111g many bitter tears over the loss of their 

lovecl ones, had retired to rest ; the stor1n had sub­
sided, ancl the little 1nission station lay at peace, 
st1rroundecl by fields of snovv and ice. Tl1e famjlies 
of Liebiscl1 and Turner mourned them as dead, and 
tl1ci1· fello,v-,v"orkers felt their loss exceedingly. At 
111idnight, a s11dden ho\\'ling of clogs, mingled \Vith 
I111man \toices, awoke the sleepers, and the whole 
settlement suddenly turned out. v\111at a joyful 
surprise it ,vas to \Velcome back, as from the deacl, 
tl1eir loved ones, who l1ad a marvellous story to tell 
of God's p1·eserving care. '"fhe rest of that night \Vas 
spent in praise. 

Six years later, a third station \vas founded about 
150 miles to tl1e sol1th of !\ain, and named Hopedttle, 
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and there agai11 a number of Esquimaux ~,ere gathered 
to hear the story of redeemjng love. As a res11lt of 
the twenty years' labour of Jans Haven and his co1n­
panions, over a hundred had professed conversion, 
and by tl1eir ne\v lives and testimony gave evidence 
not only that they had renounced heathen customs, 
but that they had been truly '' born of God." But, 
as 1nay easily be imagined, they had much to learn, 
and needed constant instruction in the truth of God, 
,vhich the Moravians were very careful to gi,re ; thus 
seeking to foster and strengthen the new and heavenly 
life that had been begotten in them, and to . cleanse 
their ways by the water of the vVord (Eph. \7 • 26) from 
such things and habits as hindered their gro\vth in 
grace. Among those who professed conversion was 
a man named Inglavira, who, after going on \Veil for 
a time, became a backslider, and led others astray. 
This was a ne\v and bitter trial to the Lord's servants, 
and worse to bear than privations and sufferings. Yet 
they were not discouraged. But day and night, by 
earnest prayer and effort, they sought to bring the 
,vanderers to repentance, and God O\vned their 
service, for they were brought back confessing, with 
n1any tears, their backslidings ; and even Inglavira, 
,vho had led the rest astray, ,vas restored to the Lord, 
and died in peace. 

At Hopedale and Hebron, ,vhich ,vas founded 
later, special attention was given to the young-' Only 
about six months of the 1"ear is it possible for children 
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in Labrador to attend school, owing to the excessive 
cold and the dangers of travelling, but during these 
months they are most diligent, so that at five many 
can read and write well. In tl1e humble dwellings of 
the Christian Esquimaux, there was daily prayer and 
praise, and when the Gospel according to John was 
sent ot1t from England to them, printed in their own 
language, their joy broke all bounds. Some burst 
into tears, others clasped the Book to their bosom, 
and se,,eral families gathered together-each house 
,vhere there was a copy-in evenings to hear it read. 
\Vhen they went in search of provisions or fishing for 
seal, theJ1 took '' The Book '' with them, and all their 
spare mpments were spent in reading it. Need we 
,vonder that the work of God gre\v, and that tl1ose 
who had been converted made progress ancl became 
,vinners of others to the Saviour. \\1ien they heard 
of the ,,·ork of tl1e British and Foreign Bible Society 
in sending out the \\Tord of God, they ,vere so moved 
,vith gratitude that they began of their ovvn accord 
to collect seals' blubber, a11d several brought \vhole 
seals wl1ich they had caught, \\·ishing the proceeds to 
be sent to Englancl to provide tl1e Scripture for others 
in heathendom who had not yet received them. 
Kothing more clearly sho\\ted that God had been at 
work among them than these voluntary gifts, for 
naturaJlythe Esqt1imat1 is not marked bj, liberality, but 
the opposite. Truly the grace of God wherever it is 
\\"'elcomed, and the love of Christ ,,·here,·er it is be-
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lieved, ,vork \v?onders such as no po\ver on earth can 
do. Bt1t ,,rhile the \\torl{ of God thus \\tent on, the 
,,,,earied and ,,torn-out workers were being gathered 

• 
home. 

Jans Haven, the noble pioneer, who had the 
honour of being first on the field, was now an old 
n1a11, and althol1gh l1is heart and spirit \Vould have 
carried l1im for\\Tard into the untrodden fields, his 

bodily strength gave way, so that in 1784 he had to 
return to his home in Europe. He spent the evening 
of his life at Hernhutt, surrounded by his friends of 
early years, to whom his daily converse was most 
helpful and profitable, for, like Enoch of old, l1e walked 
,,·ith God, and his lips spake of Christ from n1_orning 
till night. For the last six years of his life he was 
totally blind, but never murmured. At the age of 
se,renty-t,\·o he passed a,\?aJ1 to be with Christ, leaving 
the f ollo,\·ing testimony, \i\/ri tten by his 0\\1n l1and on 
cl slip of paper, \vhicl1 he vv·ished to be acldccl to tl1e 
narrc1ti,le of l1is life :-

JA~S HAVEX, 

i-\. POOR SINXE I~ , \\' HO, I~ HIS 0\\1~ JUDGl\IE~T, 

DESERVED ETERX~-\.L CO~DEl\IX.:\TIOX, FELL Hi\PPILY 

ASLEEP, RELYI~G UPON THE DEATH AN1) 

l\IERITS OF JESUS. 

\\~as not this a good passport where\vith to enter the 
eternal ,v·orld ? J t1st \\1hat God ,vill accept, and no 
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other, and what ,,,ill pass, the great and s1nall, the 
young and the aged, fron1 every countrJ' and clime, 
,vithin the gates of that fair cit}7 , ,vhere the 011ly song 
that rings through its pearly portals is '' \~1orthy is 
the Lamb that was slain." 

Dt1ring the intervening years from tl1e day that 
Jans Haven and his companions set foot on Labra­
dor's stormy shore to the present time, the glad 
tidings of the Saviour's love has been sot1nded forth. 
Hardships and famine have been bravely endured by 
those who have gone forth, and their labot1rs have 
not been in vain. A n1ission ship, nan1ed '' The 
Harn1ony," has made an annual voyage from England 
to Labrador carrying supplies to the missionaries 
there, and, wonderful to relate, as it truly is, no vvreck 
or disaster has overtaken that ship of merc11 all these 
years. God has guided her course and ,vafted her 
through storrny seas safely to her desired · haven. 
The hand of God has been so manifestly? in tl1iis that 
men· of the ,vorld have noticed it, and been made to 
o,vn it in \Vonder. It is a ,vitness that God lives. 

I J : 

I 
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L .. L\BRADOR AT THE l)RESE~T TI~iE. 

E have briefly told the story of l1ovv the 
Gospel ,vas first introdt1ced and its po\ver 

made kno,vn among the heathen Esquimaux of the 
stormy coast of Labrador, and no,v must bring our 
story to a close by relating 110\v the devoted Mora­
vians have held the :field from that time till the 
present, a period of over a hundred and t,venty 
years, toiling and suffering for Christ on tl1at in­
hospitable shore. There are fe,v heathen Esqui1naux 
no,v to be found in Labrador; most ha,?e, at least 
in name, renounced the barbarous customs and rites 
of their forefathers. The nomadic d,,/ellings in 
tents of skin have been mostlj7 abandoned for ·huts 
of wood and mud, and the sealskin clothing for coarse 
European dress. As a race, the Esquimaux are fast 
dying out, only some r700 being now found on the 



coast, mostly grouped around tl1c mission stations of 
tl1c Mora\1ians. In the interior are a hardy race of 
Indians called '' 1\1:ountaineers," and furtl1er soutl1, a 
resident \\;l1ite population of some 5000 called the 
'' Livyeries." These are said to be the descendants 
of convicts and others who had fled tl1eir country, a11d 
of crews of shipwrecked vessels cast upo11 that shore. 
In May a11cl June of every year about from 20,000 to 
25,000 :fishermen, with wives ·and childre11, are said 
to visit this coast for the cod and seal fishing. Tl1ese 
mostly come from N e\vfoundland, and reside on sn1all 
colonies on islands and headlands, where the fisl1 are 
brought by tl1e men, cleaned and salted by tl1e ,von1en, 
then shipped for tl1c marl{ets. Each family has a 
separate l1t1t, built of sods and wood. There is no 
jail or police, and little crime or drt1nkenness. 'fhe 
lvloravians ,1isit along the coast in their boats, and 
preach the \Vord among the1n; and witl1in recent 
years other ,vorkers have gone there \vith tl1e Gospel. 
Tulission sl1ips call occasionally at some of the ports; 
and three l1ospitals, under the care of Cl1ristian 
nt1rses, have been opened, wl1ere the bodies and souls 
of many are cared for. In one of these, a dying 
Esquimat1, '"~ith both his hands off, suffering intense 
pain, said to the doctor, '' It is nothing to ,vhat my 
Saviour bore in the Garden for me." He passed a\\"a:>; 
singing Cot111t Zinzendorf's beautiful hymn :--

,, Jesus, clay by <la}' , guide us on our ,vay; 
Trial marks the road, leading us to God." 
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()ne 1noonligl1t night lately, while the mission ship 
"' i\lbert," on a visit to the Labrador coast, lay at 
.ancl101~, the captain and cre\v \\1ere astonished to l1a,1e 
tl1e silence of night brol{en by the sound of singing. 
Tl1 e air \,,.as familiar, and listening, theyT l1eard tl1e 

,vorcls clistinctly coming nearer and nearer :-

'' There's a land that is fairer tl1ar1 <lay, 
... .\nd bJT faith \Ve can see it afar ; 

For our l~ather T\vaits O\'.'"er the \\1a,, 
J 

To prepare t1s a dwelling-place there." 

.. \scending the gang""Ta)"', thejl found the decl{ filled 
,\7ith qt1aint little figures dressed in skins, \,·ith sno,,r­
\\rl1ite jt1n1pers, topped by long pointed co\vls high 
.above their heads . . It was a co1npany of Christian 
l~sqt1i111a11x v,rl10 l1ad come in their boats to ,velcon1e 
thc1n to tl1ei1~ sl1ore. Once it \\rould have been death 
to l1a,,.e , 1isitecl tl1e Esquima11 o.n his nati,1e sl1ore, bttt 
,,·l1at changes tl1e Gospel's po,,1er l1as ,,,.rought, and 
,e, ... er ,,rill ,,,ork \\1l1ere it is ,,Telco1ned, ,~lhetl1er among 

tl1c heathen or the refined and enlightened ,,,orldlings, 
,vhose Goel is the ,vorld and its pleasures. C.l1rist 1·e­

•ceived by faitl1 as Saviour, O\\'ned and loved as Lord, 
,,·i11s the heart, and so changes the life and ,,·ays tl1at 
-0tl1ers, ,,,hether friends or foes, must ackno,,·ledge it, 
for no,"", as of old, Christ cannot be hid. 

The EsqL1i1nat1x children ha,,e not been forgotten. 
One \\"ho cares for them tells ho\\• their last C.hristmas 
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day ,vas spent in Battle Creek Hospital. There, in 
little cots, with n1any bright pictures on the walls, 
little cripples and sick Esguimaux children are tenderly 
cared for. 

Stockings filled \vith toys and good things were 
found hanging on the cots in early morning, much to 
the surprise of the little inmates. The day was spent 
happily, and in the evening the little ward rang with 
many sweet voices singing :- -

'' What can wash away my stain ? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus ; ~' 

and, later, childish voices were heard singing thejr 
evensong. It was this :-

'' When He cometh, when He -cometh 
To make up His jewels." 

Thus does the story of the Cross pursue its way, and 
thus the company of the redeemed from every clime 
is being gathered. 

May His Gospel still speed its way among the 
lonely dwellers of Labrador's stormy shore, and 
gather from among them many trophies to grace the 
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus. And may many hearts 
take up the fervent ,vish of James l\iontgomery, ,vho 
long ago ,vrote in one of his sacred sone-s :-· 
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'' To-day one \\1orld-neglected race 
v\1e fer\,ently comme:-nd 

To Thee and to Thy Word of Grace. 
Lord, visit and befriend 

A people scattered, paled and rude, 
By land and ocean solitude; 

Cut off fron1 every kindlier shore, 
In drearJ7 Labrador." 


