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THE GIJ.'T OF TONGUES : IS IT THE ONl_, ,. 

SIGN Of' HAVING THE HOL )' SPIRIT? 

Many people l1ave a ready ans\ver to this questio11 ; they sa,>·, 

• ' Certainly it is the only sign," and, they refer you at once to 

Acts, cl1aps. 2, 10 & 19. It is quite true as you look at these 

chapters that we see tongues there, and if these were the only 

passages in the whole Bible, then, of course there ,vould be no 

,1rgun1ent. But, \\'e cannot stay in the Book of Acts alone, ancl 

establish our doctrine. To find out the truth, there arc three 

helpful ways wJ1icJ1 \\'C should follo\V. I ent1merate them below :--

Ask .,·0111·se/J :-

( l) Is tl1is teaching tat1ght in the Gospels ? 

(2) Is it exemplified in the Book of Acts, .. tnd practised by the 

Apostles ? 

(3) fs the doctrine you state furthe,· elaborated and established 

in the Epistles ? 

For instance, take the rnatte1· of Baptis111. It is commanded 

in the Gospels, followed by the Apostles in the Book of the Acts 

,tnd f urthe1· ex~Iained in the Epistles. As to the Lo1·d's Supper: 

the same applies. The Lord Jesus commanded it, the Apostles 

carrie(I it out, and it is more fully explained in the Epistles. Jn 

the same ,vay we may examine the laying on of hands : Is it 

comn1anded in the Gospels ? Is it exemplified in the Book of 

Acts ? Do we find that ,1fte1· being baptised, the people had the 

laying on of hands, to shew fortl1 the '' Unity of the Body of 

Christ '?'' The answer is in the negative. And look also in the 
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epistles. Ara we told to lay hands on people after they are 
baptised, to shew forth the unity of the Body ? No, we are not ; 
therefore we do not practise it. 

Now, in this n1atter of Tongues, certainly nothing was com-
111anded about it in the Gospels, and thougl1 we do read of it in the 
Acts, to fully unde1·sta11d it we must refer to tl1e Epistles. '' Unless 
you speak in tongues, you l1ave not received the Holy Spirit '' is 
,vhat some say. Is this true? Does it stand up to the Word:or 
God ? It certainly does not. Let us take up a few points 011e 
b)' one:-

1. How could just one sign be an evidence of the Holy Spirit ? 
. 

In Galatians 5 : 22, 23, we read of the fruit of the Spirit, and 
tl1ough ••Fruit'' is in the singular, it is seen to be nine-fold :­
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, 
Meekness, and Self-control. If these things are the enumerated 
f1uits of the Spirit, how could we tum aside from them, and pin 
our faith to only ' one' evidence of the Spirit ? Ho·~ can we 
then say that 'Tongues' are the only sign ? We cannot, 
because it is not taught in the Word of God. 

2. Do all speak in tongues ? 

The answer to this is given in 1 Ctlr. 12 : 30, that all <lo not 
speak in tongues ; that is the clear inferonce of the passage. Nor 
is it correct to say that the paramount sign of the Holy Spirit is 
tl1e gift of tongues. This is C)ltirely false, as may be seen in verses 
8 to 11 in this chapter. 

3. Let us now lool{ at those \\'ho did not speak in tongues. 

You speak of Acts 2 : 4, but what about Acts 2 : 41, 3,000 
people, the same day being added to the church, yet it certainly 
does not state that they all spake in tongues. There is no mention 
of that. They believed in the Saviour, and were baptised, as we 
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read in· Acts 2 : 41. Undoubtedly they received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, but there is no record whatever that any of the 
3,000 people spake with tongues. We read of many additions 
after this, the number steadily growing and becoming very g1:eat. 
In 4 : 4 the number of men who believed is given as abo11t 
5,000. This is A Second GREAT GROUP but DID THEY 
ALL SPEAK with tongues ? No INDEED ! Look at Chap. 
6 : 1, the number of the disciples was multiplied and again in 
Verse 7 we read '' The number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly." We read, too, in Acts 21 : 20 that thousantls 
of followers of Christ came forward and stood for the truth, 
but we do not read of them, that they spake with tongues. Why 
then insist on this one evidence, when in so many instances the 
contrary is the case ? Your contention therefore is ,vrong. 
What about the experiences in Acts 16, of Lydia anti the 

• • 

Jailor ? These were the first converts in Europe, and we co11ld 
not question the reality of their conversion. Lydia's hea1·t ,vas 
opened and she beca1ne a true believer. In the sa1ne cl1apter 
we read about the Jailor. We do not question J1is experience ; 
he was deeply shaken and cried 011t, '' What must I do to be 
saved ?'' The servants of Goel told l1i1n, to belie,,c on the Loi·d 
Jesus Christ, and that in believi11g he would be saved • also ' , 
they mentioned that his fa1nily would be saved, if tl1ey too, 
would believe the Saviour. They did so, ancl \\'ere saved and 
baptised, and they began to rejoice-see Chap. 16 : 34. L)'di,t 

was also baptised after she believed, and became a helper in the 
Gospel, receiving the se1·vants of God into her house ; but in 
neither of these cases is there any mention of tongues. The 
very fact that they had assurance ancl joy, and peace, ,vas p1·oof 
that they had received the Holy Spirit. I repeat that to insist 

. . , 
in every case when the Spirit is received there m11st be the evidence 
of tongues, is wrong, very w1·ong. 
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4. What then i~ the evidence of having received the Holy Spirit ? 

I would answer this qt1estion at first by giving a caution, i.e., 
to ask for signs and tokens is no proof of true belief, but is rathe1· 
,1 sigi1 of unbelief-Christ said that a v.-icked and adulterous gece­
ration seeketh afte1· a sign. (Mat. 12 : 39) Thomas became 
a believer in the Resurrection only after seeing Christ. He was 
justly rebuked by the Lord, saying : '' Because thou hast seen 
me thou hast believed : blessed are they that have not seen and 
yet have believed." It is not healthy for Christians to be seeking 
signs : We don't soo and then believe, we accept the Word of 
God without seeing signs, and believe-then we see. Pe_ter 
reminds us of this that though we have not soon, we believe, and 
believing, greatly rejoice. It is true. 1 Pet. 1 : 8. 

Certainly the Bible speaks of evidence of the Holy Spirit. 
Gal. 4 : 6 is ven' clear. It says : '' Because ye are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of Hi~ Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father." Now, if this be so, will you not know it ? If 
on your l)art too, you cry to God, as one of His-'' Abba, Father •• 
tl1at shows that you have realised you1· position as a son in Hi! 
family. You call Him '' Abba, Father," proving that you aro 
no longer afa1· off in sin, but that you have been brought nigh 
and are at peace with God through ou1· Lord Jesus Christ. The 
\Vo1·k of the Holy Spirit is not to impart to you some strange 
tongue. His work is to comfort and assure the believer ; ona 
of His many names being, '' The Comforter." And, now, how 
lio we become the sons of God ? This is answered simply in 
Gal. 3 : 26. '' Ye are all the children (sons) of God by faith in 
Cluist Jesus.•· Having been convicted of our need, we believed 
tl1at Christ Jesus was the Saviou1· who died for us and rose again, 
:lnd we opened our hearts and received Him. 

Reader, I hope this is your experience. Having received Christ 
you were made a partaker of the Holy Spirit. There need be no 
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excite,,,ent nor feeling of great ecstasy, or some strange tongue 
given you. The deep calm assurance springing up in your soul, 
giving you a real sense of your unity with Christ-this is su1·ely 
the great proof of having received the Holy Spirit. 

5. Is it necessary then to wait end agonise for the Holy Spirit ? 

The answer to this is '' NO." In Acts 2, of course, we know 
they did have to wait, becat1se the Holy Spirit was not gi,,en until 
the 50th day. PENTECOST is tl1e GREEK for '' FIFTIETH." 
It was only on the Day of Pentecost that the Spirit came, anll 
this was in fulfilment of Lev. 23 : 16. The da)' afte,· the 
SABBATH! on Sunday, the LORD'S DAY-the 50th DAY the 
SPIRIT CAME. We are told in John 7 : 37-39 that the Spirit 
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. Ho,v 
many people the1·e are ,vho do not understand this ! 

The early Jewisl1 believers of tliat time had to wait till the 50th 
day came, and tl1en the Spirit was poured out. He could no1 
come before the given DAY. Now the Spirit is he1·e ; we, nov.· 
• 

Jive AFl.'ER PENTECOST. He has not gone away, theret·orc 
,ve do not now have to ,,,ait fo1· His coming. 

. Notice what happened, as written in Acts 10, in the house ot· 
Cornelius. He had gathered his kinsn1en and friends, in anticipa­
tion of Peter's coming to preach to them. These people were 
not Christians seeking a second experience of power, by way 
of the gift of tongues. No, they were unsaved Gentiles, eager 
to hear words whereby they should be saved. Read Acts 11 : 14 
carefully, where this is very clearly stated. They wished to be 
saved and Peter ,vas to co1ne to teach them the way. Now sec 
what took place. Peter's se11110n is reco1·ded in Chap. 10 : 34 
onwards. He told then1 how the Jews ret·used and crucificll 
Christ, and that God had raised Christ up, and sl1ewn Him to 
witnesses, chosen before of God. Peter claimed to be one of 
those witnesses, and he said that they had even eaten with Christ, 
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after He rose from the dead. He announced too, tl1at all \Vho 
believe i11 Christ ,vould receive forgiveness of their sins. Now 
what took place ? Acts 10 : 44 is a remarkable ve1·se :-'' While 
Peter yet spake tl1cse words, the Holy Spirit fell on all of them 
which heard the Word." Had these people gathered to wait for the 
Coming ot· the Holy Spirit ? '' NO." Were they in ,l room 
fasting, ancl praying to recei,·e the Holy Spirit ? '' NO." Had 
they been s,1vcd before and \\'ere now waiting, as ,t second 
experience, for the Holy Spirit and tongues ? '' NO." They 
were neither waiting, no1· tar1·ying, nor asking : ho,v could 
th.ey ? They were unsa,,ed Gentiles desiring to hear the Word 
of Salvation ,tt Peter's mouth : ancl ,vhen • they hearll it they 
believed, and were at once saved and sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
Had they been baptised in wate1· befo1·e they received the Holy 
Spirit ? '' NO." Had anyone laid hands on them, in 01·de1· 
that they might receive the Holy Spi1·it '? Again the answe1· is 
'' NO." They received the Holy Spirit at the moment of their 
faith in Christ. Now, this is the true doctrine of receiving the 
Holy Spirit. rr you believe this, as taught in the Scriptures, it 
,,•ill save you n1uch confusion. The question of how they spoke 
with tongues, on this occasion, is dealt witl1 in a later paragraph. 

We are told clearly in Gal. 3 : 2 that now, ,vc ,vho believe, 
1·eceive the Spirit by the hearing of faith. First : Hear the Word 
of God. Second : Believe in the Saviour, and 1·eceive Him 
as your very own. Third : You 1,vill receive the Holy Spirit, 
at once, and be sealed unto tl1e Day of Relie1nption. This is 
according to Eph. 1 : .Ji anll 4 : 30. Afterw.11·lis Peter 
commanded these people. to be baptised in water. Today many 
are telling us that you must ,vait and fast and .1gonize to obtain 
the Holy Spirit. Also tl1at we must first be baptise(! in water, 
and ha,,e hands laid on us. This is not t1·ue. In Acts 19 Paul 
clid lay his hands on those disciples of John, ,vl10 had never hearll 
,1bout the Hol)' Spirit, but that is not our experience today. 
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People do not now bccon1e disciples of John, and late1· become 
disciples of Jesus Christ. In Acts 8, it is true that Peter and 
Jolm had to lay their hands on those Sa1naritans befo1·e they 
could recei,·e the Holy S1,irit. There was great enmity between 
the San1aritan.s and the Jews (Reac.l Jolin 4 : 9.) But now all was 
changed-in Christ Jesus there was to be no Jew, and no 
Samaritan, but all \V]10 belie,,e a1·e one in Christ Jesus, 
and to show this forth this laying on of hands took place. 
Peter and Joh11 were Jewish disciples of Christ. and as such, 
natt1rally ,vould not have had any intere.;t in the Samaritans. 
So God had to arrange for tl1e111 to con1e up fron1 Jerusalem, 
and have fellowship with tl1esc new believers, even though 
tl1ey we1·e Samaritans. By so doing, they decla1·ed theit· oneness 
,vith these fo111ter cnen1ies. 

The ea1·ly Cl1urch of Cl1rist ,vas 1nade up of Je\vish people, and 
it was very difficult for then1 to accept tl1e trutl1 that God wisl1ed 
to save Gentiles also. This explains Petcr's vision, as recorded 
in Acts 10. The Jews were meat-eaters, true, but i11 tl1at sheet 
let down f1·om Heaven, there were not only clean ani1nals, but 
also 11nclean animals, which a Jew 1nust not eat. Yet, a voice 
from Heave11 said-'' Rise Peter, kill and eat." Pete1· remon­
strated, and said-'' Not so, Lord." Then th~ voice said­
,, Wl1at God hatl1 cleansed, that call not thou common 01· 
unclean." This was repeated three times. Later, it was all 
made clear to Peter, by the call wl1icl1 came to him to preach the 
Word of Salvation in the ho11se of Cornelius, the Gentile. He 
p1·eached, and these Gentiles heard and believed, and were at 
once sealed with the Holy Spirit. No waiting, no t·asting, no 
p,·aying, no laying on of hands fi.1·st, but beca11se of t"aith in the 
Saviou1·, they we1·e at once made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
and tongues were given as a sign, not to the believers, but to 
those who came with Pete1·, for tl1ey could not believe at first, 
that God would save unclean Gentiles. We can SU)' of them 
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that they were unbelieving, because they did not know the11 
God's plan concemi11g tl1e Gentiles ; but hearing these new 
Gentile con,,erts speak in to11gues, assu1·ed then1 at once that in 
God's sight they ,1-•ere all one. God had given to these Gentile 
converts tl1e same gift as was given to them at Pentecost. With­
out any fear then, or hesitation they conceded the fact, tl1at God 
had given to Gentiles who believe, a9 well as to Jews wl10 believe, 
repentance unto life. This was tl1e concl11sion ,trrivcd at late. 
See Acts 11 : 18. 

6. Can you f orcc God to gi,·e you the gift that you think you must 
have '! 

You believe that you n1ust s1Jcak in tong11es,;, because you 1nis­
t~tkenly think that this is the 01,c great sign of l1aving received 
the Holy Spit·it ; tl1erefore, at ,vhateve1· cost, you are determined 
to acquire tl1is gift of tongues. A few months ago I 1·eceived a 
letter from a dea1· Brother, saying he could not co1ne to see me 
in the town ,vhere I l1ad meetings. He said tl1at '' As I have now 
retired from Gove1nment Service, I am tarrying here for the 
git't of the Holy Spi1·it, and the manifestation of tongues." I have 
known this Brother for years, and believe him to be a bo1n-again 
child of God, but he has been caught up by thi-, false teac~ng 
regarding the n1anifestation of the Holy Spirit. He is going to 
1·emain in a locked room until God gives him what he asks. 

What about 1 Cor. 12 : 11 ? Su1·ely we must give attention 
to the Wo1·d of God ! In t9is chapter we read of the different 
gifts or manifestations of the Spirit. Verse 11 sa)'S that thougl1 
gifts and manifestations are many, 110! jt1:,t one, yet they all work 
the work of the one and the self-same Spirit. We then read tl1at 
He, Himself, the Spirit, divides these gifts and n1anifestations, 
i.e., divides tl1em to every believer, '' Severally, as He will." The 
Holy Spirit is sovereign, as to the bestowal of gifts and manifes.:. 
tat ions. On what grounds, then, can you f 01·ce God to give you 
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one certain n1,1nifestation ? Certainly all G·od's people will 
not speak in tongues - this is st1re - see agc1.in - l Co1·. 12 : 30. 
Now, hear the word of God. Be wa1·ne(l in ti,ne ! Give 11p 
seeking to infl11ence God regarding the sign ot· tongue.s. 

7. Tongues have now ceased. 

We have no,,· con1e to ,1 ,·e1·y difficult p,t1·t i11 this sluc.ly, S() I 
beg of )'011 to hear n1e patiently. 11· you1· Bible is handy, t11111 to l 
Cor. 13. This chapter t'ollov,is CJ1ap. 12, which c.le.als ,vith spiri­
tual gifts and manifestations, and as ,ve read it, ,,,c arc humbled, 
perhaps, and discouraged, saying to 011rsel,1cs - •· Tl1is gift is not 
,nine ; tl1at gift is not mine ; where am I ?'' When we come 
into Chap. 13 howeve1·, it is all simplified. In t·act, the last ve1·se 
-of Chap. 12, n1akes it clea1· that ,ve are Lo co,ct. not only the 
best gifts, but to understand the 1110,·e e:,;ce/le11t tt•ay. That is the 
v.-ay ot· Love : not ou1· own natural love, f 01· that J1as in it the 
elen1ents ot· sin and death. The Love spoken ot· here, is the love 
of God, which is shed abro,1d in 011r hearts by the Holy Spirit -­
Rom. 5 : 5. We hear little about this gift ot· lo,·e. Many seen1 
to ha,1e the git't of prophecy and say they underst,1nd many deep 
things in the Bible, but we fail to see in them the lo,•e of God. 
They seem cold, distant and in1personal. But in this Chap. 13 
we are told that we ought to manifest, pre-eminently, the gift ot· 
love. To have the gift of to11gues, without love, is to be as ,t 

tinkling cyn1bal. Or, to have the gift of t'aith, without love, is of 
no p1·ofit. Toll.ty tl1cre are pco1)le who emphasize the gift of 
tongues, others who empl1asize Pentecost, in t·act tl1cir 1nission is 
-called the 'Pentecost Mission.' Why not then, start a Lo,1c 
Mission ? Of course, the idea of founding certain groups to 
en1phasize only 011e truth is wrong. Tl1e cl1ildren of God a1e t() 

hold on to the ,vl1ole Word of Goc.i, and must not ove1·­
-omphasize · an,, one tr11th more than another. -
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Now in 1 Cor. 13 not only is the gift of love upheld, but anothet· 
t11Jth is b1·ought before us. This is that some gifts \\1ere given 
only for a certain time, and have now ceased, whereas other gifts 
are pe1111anent. Think about this ! Some of the gifts were not 
given to ren1ain forever, they were to operate only t·or a certain 
period. Yott ask ,vhat gifts are those that ha,1e ceased. In 
verse 8 we read that three gifts have now ceased. Tl1e gifts : 
Faith, Hope and Love ha,1e not ceased, they will ,tbi(le. Those 

that have failed, or ceased arc ,ts follows :--

1. The gift of PropheC)'. 2. 'fl1e Git't 01· Tongues. 3. Tl1c 
Gift of Knowledge. Now, unless you pay ca1·ef ul attention he1·e 
you ,vill probably, at this point, consign this w1·iting to the waste­
paper basket. Don't do this, b11t hc,11· ,nc patiently. The gifts 
of prophecy and knowledge, h,1,•e stopped. (Jn Ch,1p. 12 : 8 -- 10 
we read again ot· these two gifts). Now let us ~tsk tl1e question : 
Was it not throt1gh the gifts 01· Prophecy and Knowledge that the 
Ne,v Testa111ent was written ? Holy men of God spake as the)' 
were moved, by tl1e Holy Spirit, and thus they wrote the Old 
Testan1ent Scriptu1·es. See 2 Peter 1 : 21. The New Testament 
was written in the S.'lme way, by the Apostles, ,vho ,vere instructed 
and enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 

Christ p1·omised the disciples, before He ,vent ,tway that the 
Spirit of Trt1th would come, and He said, - '' He will guide you 
into al/ 11·11th." See John 16 : 13. He did g11ide them into '' All 
truth," and they wrote it _libwn. So, the New Testament was 
completed. Peter wrote,_ also John, and the other writers, so 
today we ha,•e in ou1· 11,tnds-How n1uch truth ? ANSWER : 
ALL TRUTH. Now, here is a fundamental question :-Can 
Christians today, claiming to have the same Spirit of Knowledge 
and Prophecy, write something beyond tl1e present writings of 
the New Testament, ,ts the Apostles \\'ere mo,,ed to "'rite ? • Is 
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this possible. or permissible ? Of course not. The writing of 
Scripture has ceased. Some years ago I received some papers 
from California, entitled. '' Messages from Heaven." After 
looking o,·cr thci11 I wrote to the people not to send me any more 
such papers. because I told them I had in tl1e Old and New Testa­
ments the wo1·ds and messages from Heaven, in complete fo1m, 
and did not need any of their ,vritingq. They claimed to write 
under Divine Inspiration. This is a very g1·ave e1Tor, i.e., to add 
to the Holy Scriptures. Sucl1 a thing is strongly condemned. 
Kindly note that the wo1·ds ol· Joh11 in Revelation are callecl 
'Prophecies.' Sec Rev. 1 : 3. They are inspired by the help 
of the Spirit of P1·ophecy. But, can you or I write like that today ? 
Most decidedlJ• not. Tl1erefo1·e the gifts of Prophecy and Know­
ledge whict1 helped the writers of the New Testament to write, 
have ceasecl. There is no longer any need for these gifts ; thei1· 
wo1·k l1as been accon1plisl1ed, and they have been take11 a,vay. 

Read Rev. 22 : 18, 19 ,vhich contain~ a sole111n warning to 
anyone who ,vould transg1·ess and seek to add to the Word of God. 
Today we need the Spirit of Kno,vledge and Trutl1, -not to write 
more scriptu1·c, bl1t to unde1·1,tan<l that ,vhicl1 has al1·eady been 
,vritten. 

I repeat, the ,vork for which these two gifts, i.e., Knowledge 
and Prophecy, were givon, has been completed, and the gifts have 
ceased. In tho same way we must understand that ' Tongues ' 
have ceased. As in the caso of Knowledge and Pro1,hecy, the 
need no longer exists, so, there is no longer the need f 01· the gift 
of Tongues. We have no need for signs and visions and tongues, 
to enlighten us as to what is t}1e right way or the wrong way. 

The Bible is the Word of God. Trust its writings and you will 
be safe and secure. In 1 Cor. 13 : 10 we read-'' When that which 
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is pe1·fect is con1e, then that which is in part shall be done away." 
We are now in that perfect time; we have a pe1·fect Saviour-,:\ 
perfect offering-and the Bible is ,1. perfect Book. Paul says 
that he speaks to those that are per1·ect. (See 1 Cor. 2 : 6.) This 
is true. We read,-'' By one offering He hath perfected for ever 
them that a1·c sanctified." Heh. 10 : 14. The fuller pe1·fection, 
of co11rse, will be when Cl1rist comes ag,tin ; that is another line of 
truth. 

As we rc.1.d the history of the Christian Chu1·ch tlu·ough these 
nineteen centuries we find evidences, that at seasons of speci,tl 
revival and visitation, ma11y times tongues have been evident, 
but, do not forget-Tong11es as a sig11 have ceased. If unde1· some 
strange pressu1·e people TIO\\' break forth into ecstatic sounds do 
not reg,trd them as the one trt1e manifestation of the p1·esencl! l)f 

the Holy Spirit, because that is 11ot so. Tongi.1es as a sign l1a,·~ 
ceased. The ea1·ly Jewish believe1·s not ha,,ing in tl1eir J1an<lj 
at once the New Testament, we1·e not sure that God ,vould sa,1e 
Gentiles. At the first tl1ey preached only to Jews See Acts 11 : 19. 
But when they saw Gentile Believers saved and speaking in 
tongues-they we1·e assured by that sign that God l1acl recei\-Cll 
tl1em. See Act 10 : 45, 46. 

In this I warn my reade1·s that if any of them pc1·sist in tarry­
ing and waiting for some strange manifestation, which they 
would call ' Tongues,' as a sign of tl1e Spirit's presence, they 
are doomed to failure. Ma6y teachers, in such cases, will say 
to the individual seeking the gift of tongues,-'' Let yourself go." 
Now this is grave erro1·, and not only so, it is ve1·y dangerous, 
for we are told clearly that we must be ca1·eful, at all times, to 
keep ou1· spirits under co11t1·0I. (See 1 Co1·. 14 : 32.) '' The 
spirits of the prophets are subject to tl1e p1·ophets." If you hand 
your spi1·it over to son1e st1·angc po,ve1· and let yo111·se]f go, allowing 
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tl1at power to control you, you have then passed over into the 
rcal111 of demons. Do be careft1l. Be warned in time. Walk 

l1u111bly witl1 C-ht·ist. 

We. toda)·, de., n(1t 11celi tl1is c,1idence 01· tongu..:s-,vl1)' ? 
We now knl)W 1·ro111 thf.": \Vritten Nev.1 T(;.Stament that it is God.'s 
J)lan tl1at Gentiles as well ,is Je,,.,•s b-e saved-so tongues as 
,1 sign /1ave ceased. That which is complete--the complete 
Re,·elatio11 in the Nev.• Tcsta111ent-11as come, so now tl1e 
incomplete has been done ,1,vay. Tongues a1·e ,l sign of 
i11complcte days. 

Remember one fin,tl wor·d on tl1e matter. The Holy Spi1·it 
ne,·er calls attention to Himself. We find a great many people 
llrawing attention to then1selves-·speaking of their inwa1·d 
feelings., and thei1· 111an)' experiences of the Holy Spirit. If they 
,11·e not caref"ul it will be a case of exalting themselves 1·ather than 
Christ. Now this is the very antithesis of what the indwelling 

Spirit does. 

I beg of yo11 to listen carefully to the wo1·ds of John 15 : 26 in 
which Christ very specifically says that '' When the Holy Spirit 
is come He shall testify of 1vfe." The first great work of the 
Holy Spirit is to make real to us in our experience '' Cl1rist '': 
tl1e Christ Who di eel for us : the Christ Who lives for us • the • ' 
Christ Who ind,vells us ; the Christ Who inte1·cedes for us, and the 
Christ Who is co111ing again for us. His wo1·k is to tl!stify of 

Him. 

Some people would s,ty-'' Look at me." '' See the power I 
enjoy." ''Notice the v.•onders of the Spirit in me." This only 
leads to spiritual p1·ide, and spiritual pride leads to a fall. It is 
when a believe1· says,-'' I an1 standing," and when he thinks he 
is strong, tl1~tt he is in great danger. Do be war11ed in tin1e. 
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One says : '' But I an1 after the Tong11es oj· A11ge/s. 

1 reply t<.l this :-As :.1 SAVED SOUL );ou ha,e a 1n1:ssag~ 
.4.11gels ca,11101 .<;u1111d 0111. Your song is tL1 be •• WORTHY is the 
Lamb \\'ho redeemecl trs b)1 Hi~ BLOOD.'' A.ngels c.1nnot testif)·· 
to this : this is your SPECIAL TESTf ~10NY-See Re\'. 5 : 9. 
Co,,et not then to \\1orship Angels. or to speak dtl\Vn here their 
language; speak up for CHRIST no,,· in the tongue c>f the 
Country you live in and open )"Out· mouth ,.,ide :tnd sp~1k well 

of the Sa,·iour ! Ot) it toda)'. 

One ot/1e1· ,111estio11 

' 
B11t does it 1101 .\'ll)' in M,trk 16 : 17, tltat th,,se l11h,, heliet•c 

,,·ould speak i11 1,,11g11e.I, ,1nd this ,voulcl be a sign '! 

A11slver.-Yes, it is so said, and did they not speak in t(>ngue.s ? 
Was this not fulfilled at Pentecost '? Of course it was. And 
tl1en did not P,tu I ,vrite litter, that to11g11e ... l11011/d cea:,·e, is that not 
true too? Therefore, as \\"e now re-ad in the writings of Paul in 
l Cor. 14 : 22, we see that tongues are not a sign to the belie11e1·, 
bt1t to the 1111be/ie1·e1·. You wish to make it a sign fo1· the believe1· 
t(1day. You ~trc wrong. 

DID THEY NOT SPE,4K IN TONGUE,S', .4.FTE.R THE 

LAYING ON OF HANDS TOOK PLACE'? 
/ 

This is still anothc1· question, and there is an a11sl1·e,·---Those 
who laid hands on the persons were Apostles, and have we Apos­
tle~ like that now ? The da)'s of Scripture-,vriting Apostles is 
past, and those Apostles were the foundation, with Christ, for 
the Cht1rch ; we as believers a1·e bt1ilt on thei1 foundation-·see 
Ephesians 2 : 20. So today, we have not the l,ands of the Apostles 
to rely on, b11t we have their writings, and which is best ? 
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To have the /1a11cl.!i· of the Apostles on your head, which today 
is impossible, or to 11ave tl1e writi11gs of the Apostles in you1· 
J,eart, and this is possible today. So do not go in for laying on of 
hands, but receive the Spirit, like they did in the house of 
Cornelius, by the hearing of faith.-Se.e Galatians 3 : 2. 

Now I thinl~ I hav·e said enough, and I commend every reader 
to the abundant grace of our Lord Jes11s Christ. Romans 5 : 17. 

Yours, Rejoicing in the Saviour, (John 4 : 14.) 
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