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1tave peace. Tn the world ye shall have trihnlation: 
but be of good chet:r ,· I have overcon1e the world." .. 

"~hat a blessed and perfect )luster is He ! l\Iay 
we seek grace to follow JTin1 n1ore closely, as Paul din, 
for "the little 'vl1ile " He leaves us here. 

S. ll. A. 

A 1.tETTEI1 ON THI~ RELATJ<)N 0~" Tl:IE 
• 

EVANGELIST TO THE ASSEl\IBTX.* 

To th~ Editor of tht~ 't r:ltrisfian Frieru:f. ,., 

])EAn BROTHER IN T.HE LORD, 

There has lately been nJuch helpful teaching as 
to the relationship of the evangelist to the assen1bly, 
and l1is responsiuility toward's it~ I an1 sure tnany will 
be that1kfnl that tl1is trntl1 has come to tlJe front, as the 
fact of the Lord's servants going out from His assenlllly·, 
according to Acts xiiL 3> and corr1ing back to it, as in 
Acts xiv. 2Gt 27. to give account of all that God had 
done with them, is full of s1gnificance a11d instruction .. 

But in proportion as we feel the fitness of this 
procedtre v..-e need to keep in view the converse of it, 
lest one consideration should obscure tl1e other, and the 
balance of truth be lost in our souls) and, consec1uently, 
sotne want of harn1ony be found in our practice. I 
venture to antici1)ate a most in1portant advance if, in 
addition to recognizing the evangelist's responsibility· 
to the asseu1bly, v.·e Lecome more deeply sensible of 

• Tl1is letter is gladly printed. not as neressarily endor.sing all that 
it contains. hut as giving the opportunity for the d.i~cussion of an 
important subject Farther communications would Le wel(tomed. 
For exa.mplet it might he protitat~Ir considered whether the fello,,·ship 
o( the assetnbly should not be sottght hcforc going out on service. -En. 
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the a.:i::Cuably'~ f(l~pnt. i lity to"~ar(t~ the ev~ngel ist. 
The ,,~ ord is a l\\'"u-l·, ·li sword, and cuts both ,,·ays. 

I would say at once that 1 do not pr(~~ ~~to discuss 
felll · hip fn tl1i· . t(IHlporal, u·hich, so far as I know, 
is on1j~ once presented as an asse1uhly n1atter .. (Ilhil~ 
iv. 15~) 

I belie\"e it is felt tl1at there is a tendency towards 
independ~nce on the part of the l.,ord's servants, and 
to actio11 ~tp~rt from,. and perhaps in spite of, the 
exercised conscience of local gatherings. I am not 
called upon to apologize for such a regrettable state of 
things, but Y:ould offer some considerations that ma~,. 

account for it, seein~ that to ren1ove an effect we must 
discover its cause. 

· 1~ it not the case that those laLouring in the gospel 
have been \"ery 1nuch lift. to th ~l·J)lSel ces as to every 
detail of their service? Have local gatherings concerned 
themselves corporately about those in their n1idst '"llo 
addict themselves to this ministry? Have there been 
united prayer and conference about tqe spiritual needs 
of the locality·, either in the interest of the gospel, or 
the seekin,!! after scattered sl1eep? If those wl1o are 
specially sensi Lle of their responsible l)osition catne 
t __ ther no\v as in Acts xiii. 2, and, ministering to the 
Inrd, were exercised about IIis interests here, would 
that not be as agreeable to Him as at the beginning, 
and migl1t He not manifest His mind in connectiOJl 
\Vith tl1e assembly as well as independently of it? 
Surely we must nqt think that u the edifying of itself" 
is to be the assen1lJly's only concernl but rather that it 
is corporately interested in the defence and confirma­
tion of the gospeL (I,LiL i. 7.) 

Those in active service have son1etimes n deep sense 
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of r~qpo~~ibility in connection with their work; but one 
fears that tlte feeling of the bulk of their brethren 
does not go beyond a voluntarj· symJ>athy with them, 
"~hich l1ardly rises to the height of genuine fellowship, 
or partnership. in wl1ic.l1 all the parties feel erlua11y 
concerned. \Vhether our connection with the service 
be at the lower end, in toucl1 with the need, or at the 
higher, in fellowship with God about it, we should all be 
ec1uall~y exercised, feeling jointly responsible; and then 
workers would no longer serve as units, but -in unity 
with the hearts and consciences of their brethren. 

The hand cannot ~ay to the arm, I have no need of 
thee; nor the arm to the hand, Your service is no affair 
of mine. The scripture figure of the body helps us to 
understand by analogy that if there is communion in 
suffering there cannot be independence in service .. 

To give a practical character to these considerations, 
one might suggest that on the Saturday evening those 
who have some service in view for the follo,ving "'!'eek 
should meet together~ ana, w·ith, ull thost who feel th.eiT 
partnership i1~ tht u;otl-, speak to one anotl1er and pray 
together about tl1e service of each. Such an occasion 
'\\"ould be most suitable for presenting local, and other 
than local, needs; and~ the open map of the harvest­
fields being spread before the Lord, earnest praJ·er 
might be made that He would send fortl1 labourers. 

,,.,.hat blessecl and far-reaching conse<1uences might 
follow) one cannot venture to prophesy·, but it is felt 
that only in sotne such way is there any prospect of the 
need being overtaken. 

There may be a significance in the fnct that it was 
fro7JL arnongst tlle-1ns. T ; that tlle Spirit sent out the 
Antioch prophets and teachers, and should ~le do tlte 
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s~1me to-day it could hardly surprise us. So that each 
local ~ · · · · _ ... 1nigl1t not only lighten its neighbour· 
hoou, but minister, according to its measure, to the 
grt. · 1 beyond. 

Yours in Christian fellowship, 
S. E. MeN. 

"THE OLD )!L~," ''TilE l~LESH;' AXD "SIN.'' 

THERE are certain scripture terms in common use 
amongst us with which most are very familiar, hut to 
"~hi eh \ve shouldJ: if challenged, find it perba ps diflicult 
to attach any very distinct or definite meaning, or to 
clearly distinguish one from another. Such are "the 
old man:) " sin/' and H the flesh:' the intimate connec-
tion between 'vhich must be evident enough to all. 

I propose to enlarge on the terms a little, in the hope 
that the moral force of each may be more clearly 
apprehended.. I may say, at the outset, that I am 
unable to realize much difference between the old man 
and the tiesh~ "Old man" may perhaps present a more 
con1plete ·idea thatl u flesh., "Old rnan" describes a 
certain order of 1nan V."hich can no'v be (.lesignated as 
old, because the new has appeared on the scene. I am 
not aware that the expressions "old 1' and u new manu 
are fon11d save in Ephesians and Colossians, in both of 
which the thougl1t of creation is introduced in con­
nection with the new man.. We find tl1ere tl1e old and 
new tnan set strongly in contrast-the one after or 
according to the 1 usts of deceit, the other created after 
or according to God. 

1 judge that tl1e term " man., speaks of an order of 
in tell:_ ·. t being set in certain r~latiouships, und 


