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FOREWORD. 

DEAR MR BROWN, 

RosJZNEATH, BucKHURST HILL, 

EssEx, 25th Decenz.ber, I 926. 

I can only express my thankfulness to God for 
the appearing in print again of the remarkable addresses 
given by yourself in London in 1886. 

At that .time I wa� only thre.e years saved, and in 
G�od's gracious dealings with me I· bec'ame acquainted 
with the 1ittle volume of thes� addresses� 

I thank God I ever did. 
They opened up to my vision· and heart fre!--h light 

from God, and I have no hesitation in saying that they, 
under God, exercised such a converting power in my 
)if e that they formed the base of a line of teaching 
which has, in God's goodness, brought joy and gladness 
into my life, and have given me that greatest of all 
help, viz., a help to help myself. 

Not only have I been blest and helped myself, but I 
have been led by them into a larg-e place in the mind 
and will of God for His people in these days, and thus 
they have been the means of enabling me to help others. 

It was in 1889 when I first became. acquainted with 
them. Then I was quite a stripling in the things of 
God. And from what they have been to me in my own
soul, I have no hesitation in saying :-

1 wish ·them God-speed in their re-issue, and may 
they abundantly prove to many others what they have 
proved to me. 

I follow them with my prayers, and wish them God's 
blessing indeed. 

Sincerely Yours in His Service, 

J. CHARLETON STEEN.
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THE 

Leading of the Holy Spirit : 

How Discerned. 

T 
1-J E subject for this evening's consideration is

"The Leading of the Holy Spirit, how discerned.·• 
\tVe shall have occasion to look at a good many 

scriptures, so turn with me, firstly, to Rom. 8. 14 : 
•• For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
sons of God ;" from which we learn that none but such
as arc indeed '' sons of God" can possibly know the
blessed reality of being led by the Spirit of God. Turn­
ing to Gal. 3. 26, we shall learn who are the sons of
God : •' For ye are all the sons of God by faith in
Christ Jesus." Therefore every believer in Christ Jesus
is u son of God ; and every believer is privileged to
k1h)W what it is to be led by the Spirit of God,

Then Gal. 5. 25, says : '' If we live in the Spirit, let 
us also walk in the Spirit." Every Christian is 
expected in his living to live in the Spirit, and every 
one who lives in the Spirit is expected to be careful and 
diligent to �ee that he also walks in the Spirit ; for 
living in the Spirit is altogether God-ward, and walking 
in the Spirit is altogether man-ward. The Christian 
who lives in the Spirit, but who walks not in the Spirit, 
is often to be known by this : his Christianity is of the 
most negative character ; he is a child of God who is 
satisfied with this, that against him not much can be 
said that is worth listening to. But, beloved children of 
God, our God wishes us to have a positive Christianity, 
and, therefore, He wants us to " walk in the Spirit," 
so that walking it wilt not ·be so much what cannot be 
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said against us, as it shall be what can be said for us : 
and our life of positive obedience to the will of God 
concerning us will evidence that we are indeed walking 
in the Spirit. 

Look back to verse 16 of this same chapter (Gal. 5. 
R. V.) : " But I say walk by the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lust [the desire] of the flesh. 11 Do I think
myself as a child of God to be walking in the Spirit?
H·ere is God's test to my conscience, whereby I may
prove lo myself, whether I am indeed walking in the
Spirit or not. For he that walks in the Spirit fulfils
not the desires of the flesh. In the child of God there
is the flesh, as in the child of God there is the Spirit ;
and we read in verse 17 : " For the fl�sh lusteth
against the Spirit"-the word lust only expresses
intense earnest desire, '' the flesh lusteth �gainst the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are
contrary the one to the other, that ye n1ay not do the
things that ye would, but if ye are led by the Spirit ye
are not under la,v." Thus you see living in the Spirit
and walking in the Spirit, which is the birthright portion
of every son of God, is directly connected by God
Himself with being led by the Spirit.

From these Scriptures thus far we learn, thnt to be 
led of the Spirit is a blessed reality ; and that a 
Christian ought not to be satisfied except as he experi­
mentally, consciously, knows this leading day by day. 
And having thus sought to establish the reality of the 
leading of the Holy Spirit with the subjects thereof, 
viz., every child of God, we will now address ourselves 
directly to the question : How to discern when I am, 
and when I am not, led of the Holy Spirit. 

Turn with me first to 1 Cor. 1 �. 1 : " Now concerning 
spiritual g!fts, '' you notice that '• gifts" is in italics, the 
reason of that i.s, that in th� original there is no word 
corresponding thereto ; and to make Hn English reading 
communicate, as the translators believed, the mind of 
God, they supplied the word ''gift-;;." The reason they 
put " gifts" and not " gift'' is because the wore.\ 
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"spiritual" is plural and not singular. A lranslator, 
rightly accredited with competence as a scholar, and 
one I judge worthy of cr�dit in this matter as a Christian 
conceiving the mind of God from the words written, 
borrows the word we find in verse 7 and reads, as I 
think correctly, " Now concerning spiri I ual manifesta­
tions, brethren, l would not have you ignorant," but 
whether you read '' gifts" or ''manifestations," plt!ase 
remember that what the Spirit, through Paul, would 
not have us ignorant abo·ut, but would have us in full 
understanding of, was '' spirituals" ; and in order that 
we should not be ignorant thereabout, He proceeds to 
speak as we here read. 

"Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were 
carried away unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye 
1night be led." Every unconverted person is led by a 
spirit, and that the spirit of the evil one ; who, alas ! is 
more multifarious in his manifestations and operations 
than is the Blessed Holy Spirit of God ; of whom it is 
written in the Book of the Revelation, "The seven 
Spirits which are before His throne," expressing a 
sevenfold operation, a sevenfold manifestation, the 
power and sufficient supply of the one Holy Spirit of 
God (contrast Mark 5. g). But indeed the flesh always 
seeks to outstrip the Spirit. Jf, for example, you r�d 
in Galatians 5., you will find the works of the flesh are 
eighteen in number, while the fruit of the Spirit is but 
nine-fold ; and thus the flesh, that always has weight 
with th'e carnal through the bulkiness of its show, out­
strips the Spirit, as eighteen doth twice repeat the 
number of the Spirit, which is nine. Again, if you turn 
to 2 Timothy 3. and there read about the way of the 
flesh religiously, and also in that chapter learn of 
religious life according to the mind of God, you will 
find that the religious works .. ,fter the flesh are double 
in number of these which characterise religious life 
according lo the Spirit. For as the works of the flesh 
in their VILE character, as enumerated in Galatians 51

arc eighteen in number, so are these RRLIGIOUS works 
of the flesh eigh tee·n al�o ; and as the fruit of the Spirit 
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� Gt '  1 • l • ' I ' m a at,ans 5. 1as nme c 1aractenst1cs, sot 1ere are nine 
marks of religious life after the mind of God in 2 Tim. 3. 

Now, in order that all that call upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in every place ( 1 Cor. 1. 2) should 
not be ignorant concerning spiritual manifestations, the 
Spirit of God through the Apostle asks them to look 
back, and to remember what their experience was when 
they were carried a way unto dumb idols, even as they 
were led by the spirit that then worked in them as sons 
of disobedience (Eph. 2. 2). In contrast to which 
DUMB idols, and in contrast to which 1111/wly spirit we 
who are sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus are called 
to hear the VOICE of the living God, and are called to 
know the operation and leading of the Holv Spirit of 
God. Moreover, that which guided us when we were 
yet strangers to grace and to God, when as yet we 
were led about by the evil spirit, that which guided us in 
our convictions, and which regulated us in our outward 
manifestation in life, God means should be a help to 
our understandings, unto our discerning the operation 
of the Holy Spirit in us ; and as to the outward mani­
festation of the inwrought conviction of the I-Joly Spirit. 
I repeat that the unconverted life is here definitely 
brought to remembrance, as that which will help us 
into a simple, clear understanding of the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and how to discern it. 

Ere saying more, read with me the following verses: 
" Wherefore, I give you to understand, that no one 
speaking in the Spirit of God saith, 'Jesus is accursed,' 
and no one can say, 'Jesus is Lord' [literally, no one 
is able to say 'Lord Jesus'), but in the Holy Spirit." 
Let us understand this, we are not able lo say '' Lord" 
in truth, excepting as we are in the Holy Spirit. Now 
that the Holy Spirit of God is in me, and that I, as ct. 
child of God, am in the Holy Spirit, are widely different 
things. No man can be a Christian, no man can be a 
son of God-much less can any know the leading of 
the Spirit of God, except there be in him the Holy Spirit 
of promise. But that the Holy Spirit in an individual 
doth not carry with it of necessity that he or she is in 
the Holy Spirit. He may live, but not in the Spirit ; 
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he may walk, but not walk in the Spirit ; he may behave 
himself in ways of Jife, as he will not and cannot be led 
by the Holy Spirit, and yet have in him the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

The Holy Spirit is in us each who are God's people 
in virtue of the unconditional grace of God to us who 
have believed in Christ Jesus : but in order to be in the 
Holy Spirit we must be obedient to the will of God 
concerning us; so Eph. 5. 18, says : "Be not drunk 
with wine wherein is riot, but be filled in the Spirit." 
Does it not strike you as something exceedingly mar­
vellous that, side by side with '' be filled in the Spirit," 
God puts'' be not drunk with wine." He has put these 
things in contrast to help our understanding of what it 
is to be filled in the Spirit. You know how a man 
becomes drunk with wine, fil1ed in wine ; how we say 
of the drunken, "The man is in strong drink," '' That 
is not the man, the man is lost in the drink." How is 
that? Through the drink, being in him till it fills him 
-so are we to yield ourselves, spirit and soul and body,
up unto the Holy Spirit, Who is in us. And as strong
drink, taken by a man in excess, doth captivate, doth
dominate, doth prevail over the entire man, and causes
him to act according to its power upon him ; so, too,
if we thus yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit, spirit, and
soul, and body, we shall be dominated by Him, we
shall live in Him, and in Him we shall walk.

As was said of a. well-known Christian man, whose 
name I need not give. He was seen one afternoon 
going along the street of the village where he resided, 
and carnal eyes beheld him as he walked along like a 
drunken man, and presently the story goes from their 
carnal lips, " Do you know that we saw So-and-so 
to-day the wors� for drink? 1

1 
" Impossible I brother

So-and-so the worse for drink, impossible ! But,
,
. 

added he to whon1 the story was told, '' you say that 
you have just seen him going that way, he must have 
been going home ; let us go and se� him in his home, 
and thus determine whether what you say is true or 
not. 11 And to his home they went ; they found him
sitting at the book, the Bible ; and they who had spread 
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Lhe story being satisfied, sat clown and wept. wept that 
so readily of such a standing-to-the-front, exemplary, 
God-fearing man they should have ultered such a thing! 
And as they thus wept they must needs tell him why 
they were there at such a time. He said, indeed they 
had made no mistake at all, except that they were 
mistaken as to the wine wherewith he was filled. 
11 For," said he, " I was walking along in com mun ion 
with God, and thus and thus were my meditations ; and 
I doubt not, that, being so ab�ent from things seen and 
temporal, 1 may in that have given them occasion to 
think that strong drink had the mastery over me.'' So,

it seems to me, in the mind of God, as given in Eph. 5 1

18, so simple, yet so significant: easy of understanding 
and yet expressive. Be not filled with wine, be not 
drunk with it, but be filled in the Spirit. Let Him 
dominate you, let Him captivate you, let Him prevail 
over your spirit, and soul, and body, and thus shall ye 
indeed be filled in the Spirit. 

Turn back now to 1 Cor. 12. 4 : '' Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are 
diversities of ministrations [ that is, services], and the 
same Lord, and there are diversities of operations [that 
is, inward workings], but the same God who worketh 
all in all i but to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit lo profit withal. For to one is given through 
the Spirit the word of wisdom i and' to another the 
word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit ; to 
another faith, in the same Spirit ; and to another gifts 
of healing in the one Spirit ; and to another workings 
of miracles ; and to another prophecy ; and to another 
discerning of spirits ; to another divers kinds of 
tongues ; and to another the interpretation of tongues ; 
but all these worketh that one and the same Spirit, 
dividing lo each one severally, even as He will." All 
these manifestations here enumerated confessedly do 
not exist to-day, and as I judge are not according to 
Scripture to be expected to exist to-day : in proof of 
which, hearken to what is written in 1-1 eb. 2. 4-6 : 
11 God also bearing witness both with sig-ns, and 
wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts [ that is, 
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distributions] ot the Holy Spirit ACCORDING TO Hrs OWN

WILL. 
11 And if the will of God were to-day that such 

distributions of the Holy Spirit should be given as are so

fully named in I Cor. 12, unquestionably we should have 
such among God's children, and very especially among 
such as are gathered into the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by Himself, to walk in the ways that be in Christ. 

These words in I Cor. 12. are meant by God to 
enable us to discern when we are and when we are not 
led of the .Holy Spirit. In the leading of the Spirit 
every manifestation is given to profit. Some of the 
Spirit's .manifestations are to the profit of him to whom 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given. Other mani­
festations of the Spirit are given to servants of God, 
that through them others may be profited ; and if they 
act in the manifestation as they are led of the Holy 
Spirit, it will yield profit to those to whom the mani­
festation is made. 

Moreover, in the discerning of the leading of the 
Holy Spirit we are to understapd that, being in the 
Spirit, there are diversities of gifts, diversities of 
services, diversities of ·inworkings, though all are the 
outcotne of the operation of the one God, Who worketh 
all in all, of the one Holy Spirit who divideth of His 
own to each one severally as H � will. To help you to 
see what God would have us understand by these His 
words in I Cor. 12., let me give you an example. 

There was a godly young fellow gathered with others 
in to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to know tht. 
ministry that is of the Holy Spirit when children of God 
are gathered together in assembly.• One Lord's Day 
morning he was greatly constrained to give out a hymn. 
He waited, and at last was so constrained, that, being 
exercised in heart before God, he judged the Lord 
would have him so to do. He gave it out. That it 
was a manifestation of the Spirit, that it was profit to 

*Or "in church," so in I Cor. 11. 18, 14. 19 1 28, 35 1 where
there is no word "the,•· the reference being to when the church 
(the assembly) has come together on the first of the week, having 
been gathered by God the Holy Spirit into the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to keep the feast of remembrnnce till He come. 
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all, was abundantly clear : the whole assembly was 
bowed down before God by the words. Two weeks 
rolled a way, and the same brother was again exercised 
before U,e Lord in similar circumstances. There was 
a pause in the meeting ; he remembered how much the 
assembly was broken down and built up by the hymn 
he gave out a fortnight ago, and so he thought it was 
quite in place to give it again, and out it came. It was 
sung, but as if by statues rather than by living persons; 
and in tears at the close of the meeting he came to 
some of us inquiring what was wrong. '' Don't you 
remember, brethren," said he, " how confessedly the 
Lord blessed that hymn when I gave it out a fortnight 
ago?" "Yes, brother, we remember it well ; clearly 
it was of God." "Well, I ·gave it out to-day, but, oh! 
what a difference ; what was wrong?" '' This, the 
first time the Lor<l evidently led you to do as you did ;
but to-day is not this the truth, that you judged because

it proved a benefit then, and there was a pause and 
apparently a heaviness in the meeting- this morning, 
that this would come in and help the whole assembly in 
the will of God, as and because it did then?" ''That," 
said he, " is just how I reasoned with myself," and we 
tried to show him that he should be careful to discern 
beh,·ixt the operation of the Holy Spirit within him in 
what was meant for himself, to distinguish betwixt this 
and what was meant for others through him. And to his 
closet he went yet in his tears, that he might learn there 
before his God to know when he was and when he was 
not led of the Holy Spirit to act in manifestation at such 
a time as when saiots are gathered together in church. 

Again, here is a company of God-gathered saints, 
and in it is a brother who evidently is led of the Holy 
Spirit to give out a hymn, and he reads the hymn, the 
whole assembly enjoy the words of it as he reads, and 
then take it up to sing with all their hearts. Here is a 
brother silting by who is not fitted to read a hymn; not 
fitted, h� may stammer through it, but his so doing 
destroys the whole effect of the hymn. Was he led of 
the Holy Spirit? That he erred in attempting more 
than he had ability for is clear ; bQt th�t evid�q� mist�k� 
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does not prove that he was not bidden of the Lord to 
give out the hymn ; the hymn may be perfectly in place 
and of the Lord, and his reading it aloud entirely out 
of place and not of the Lord. And ministry, like all 
else, is accepted according to that we have, and we are 
expected to do after such sort as God has given ability. 
That one brother who gives out a hymn of the Holy 
Spirit's leading reads it out, does not carry with it of 
necessity that you must be able to read the hymn that 
you give out. 

There are diversities of gifts, there are diversities of 
services, there are diversities of inworkings. Yet you 
may have saints gathered together on the first day of 
the week at the call of the Lord, professedly waiting 
on a living God, seeking only the manifestation of the 
Spirit in their midst, anrl from January to December 
the character of their meeting will be the same ; say a 
hymn, a prayer, perhaps a hymn again, and then 
another prayer ; or perhaps after a hymn and prayer, 
reading, and after reading, perhaps a hymn and then 
prayer again. Now what I want you to see is this, 
that saints are too apt to drop into r:uts ; not under­
standing that, in the leading of the Holy Spirit, Whose 
manifestation is to profit if He be submitted to and His 
manifestation be known among us, there will be diver­
sities of gifts, diversities ot services, diversities of 
inworkings. But the Spirit will give His manifestation, 
whatever it be, unto the profit of those, among whom, 
and to whom, the manifestation is made. 

In the matter of service again : a brother hearing me 
speak privately on the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
the blessedness of it as a reality that we ought to be 
experiencing, said, "Well, now, what would you have 
done in such circumstances as these? The other Satur­
day I spent th� greater part of the day in prayer to God 
as to which of two places I should go." He is a brother 
given entirely to prayer and the ministry of the word. 
" All day Saturday I waited on the Lord, weighed up 
the two places, but could not distinguish betwixt the 
one and the other, and the last train would be at the 
villag-e station pres�ntly, and l f�lt l must decide. I 
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went back again to God ii1 my closet, and still could 
not decide to which I should go, and it came to this, I 
had to go to one of them, and I had a most miserable 
day indeed. II 

'1N ow," said he, Cl what would you have
done?" 1

' Why, dear brother,'' said we, "didn't you 
hear the Lord saying, 1 Stay where you are'?" He 
replied, 11 I never thought of that!" He bad made up 
his mind, forsooth, that he 1nust go somewhere: two 
places loomed out before him, and he could not be in 
both ; he chose one, and the Lord brought him to know 
that he had made a mistake. 

In the leading of the Holy Spirit there must, firstly, 
be this: an inward conviction wrought by the Word of 
God, or an inward conviction in the light of the known 
will of God, wrought by the Word of God ; and then 
unto that conviction leading to a manifestation in 
public, there must be, and ever will be, a fitness for 
that which is about to be manifested. First, I repeat, 
there is an inward conviction, after waiting before God, 
after· dealing with Him, after seeking to hear the voice 
of the living God, and I conclude in my heart that thus 
and thus the Lord wants me to do. Well, if I am 
right, there will be in the outward circumstance in 
which I am placed, a fitness for that which I an, going 
to manifest. How many times, for example, a spiritual 
man has revelled in soul hefore the Lord in the morning 
of the first day of the week. when he with oth�rs is 
gathered to remember the Lord, in some lines of a

gospel hymn, or perhaps the whole gospel hymn. But 
who would think of getting up to give out a gospd 
hymn at such a time? Yet the soul might be in 
siveetest, deepest, truest communion with God, and 
enjoying what is really a manifestation of the Spirit 
through the truths expressed in the gospel hymn, 
though its unfitness for the occasion would keep him 
from giving it out then. 

No manifestation of the Spirit, if real, will ever 
involve the sacrificing of any part of the \viii of God 
concerning me. Every leading of the Holy Spirit and 
every manifestation to others, will agree with all the 
will of God concerning me and concerning then1. Thus 
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a mnn, who judges he is led of the Holy Spirit to go 
and preach, to go and teach, to go and labour in any 
way you please for the Lo-rd, and yet in so doing is 
neglecting his family, or neglecting his work, or 
neglecting his own soul's need; is a man, however ,veil 
meaning he may be, that may settle in his heart that he 
has erred in thinking himself to be led of the Holy 
Spirit so to· act in ways of life. For the manifestation 
that is indeed of the Spirit of God never clashes with 
any other part of the will of God, but is in most perfect 
harmony with the entire will of God concerning him to 
whom the manifestation is made, and in a very special 
sense with the will of God as he knows it. 

To help us then to discern the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in us, it is said : "Ye know when ye were 
Gentiles ye were carried away unto those dumb idols 
howsoever ye might be led." A homely, a simple, and 
yet to me a forcible illustration of that is this: say, I 
am an unconverted man, and am at a tea-table with a 
number of friends; perhaps I am able to crack a joke, 
or sing a ditty of words that will be very acceptable to 
the company. I sit at the tea-table, the evil spirit 
works in me as an unconverted one, I am sitting there, 
my face is brightened with smiles ; evident!y I an1 
enjoying something, and the company say to me, 
11 Well, share with us your joy." Perhaps that ministry 
of the unclean spirit within me is of such a character 
that I dare not, would not, name it out ; yet I enjoy it. 
Why do I not manifest it, why won't I express it ? 
Because I judge it unfit for those with whom I am. On 
the other hand, something is given me by the evil 
spirit; a good joke, if you like, and I utter it to the 
enjoyment of all. Why do I utter it? l have weighed 
in my mind, will this take with them ? vVhat effect 
will it have? And I make the manifestation to be in 
keeping with the circumstances, and the occasion, and 
lhe persons with whom I am. Just so in the discerning, 
when I am led of the Holy Spirit to make a manifesta­
tion, :-1nd when I am led by Him to keep things to 
myself. There is an inward conviction wrought by the 
word of God, not by feeling, not by theory, not by 
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dreams, but by a veritable word of God. First, this 
inward conviction and then a manifestation after well 
weighing what profit it will be, what fitness it has here, 
to and with the persons an1ong whom I am. 

Now turn with me to the book of Job 32. 8, 16 :-

u But lhcre is a spirit in man :
And the brealh of the Almighty giveth them understanding,"

* • • • 

" \Vhen I had waited (for they spake not, 
But stood still, and answered no more) ; 
I said, 1 I will answer also my part, 
I also will show my opinion.' " 

" When I had waited," he, who is seeking to know 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, can always afford to 
wait. He does not need to sit like a jack-in-the-box 
waiting for an opportunity to get on his feet. He ,vho 
is going on in the mind of God, seeking to have only 
the manifestation of the Spirit of God, will rather, in 
the fear of God, be doubly sure that he ought to act, 
than act before he is quite satisfied in soul that God 
would have him so do. 

" For I am full of matte:r, 
The Spirit within me constraineth me, 
Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent ; 
It is ready to burst like new bottles. 
I will speak, that I may be refreshed; 
I will open my mouth and answer." 

He who is led of the. Holy Spirit, and will make 
manifestations that are of the Spirit, will have an 
experience with his inward conviction like this : Not, 
" a pause and I will act ;" but, " I �m full of matter," 
" I am like a well of living water that is springing up, 
bubbling up, it has no vent. I must speak or I shall 
burst. I must give vent. The Spirit within me con­
straineth me. I am urged on ; urged on in the solemn 
conviction that this is in keeping with the word of God ; 
in the solemn conviction that this is in keeping \\rith the 
circumstances and with the persons with whom I am, 
I want to speak that I may find relief (R. V. margin) ;
l will open my lips and fln�w�r,"
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And furlher, he ,vho thus seeks to know the leading 
of the Holy Spirit will add (verse ·21) :-

" Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person.'' 

He will not be hindered by the presence of some weJI� 
taught brother ; neither will he be provoked to act by 
the presence of some sister. '' Oh ! So-and-so is 
present to-day ; what thoughts will he have about our 
meeting, if such and such things be not done?" "Let me 
not accept any man's person.'' "Why, there is Mr -­
come in from the city to look on ; we must have things 
to go in some orderly shape this morning ; we must 
have things with some show about them." 

" Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person, 
Neither let me give flattering titles unto man. 
For I know nol to give flattering titles ; 
In so doing, my Maker would soon take me away." 

Thus is the Spirit ofttimes grieved, thus is He some­
times quenched; and thus do saints betimes err, who 
really in heart desire to know what it is to be led of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Turn, please, now to Acts 16. 6 to ro. Which may 
,ve hear as in direct keeping with our subject, and to 
help us in the understanding and discerning of the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. "Now when they had gone 
throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in 
Asia"-how the Spirit forbade them we are not told. 
'' After they were come to Mysia they essayed to go 
into Bithynia : but the Spirit suffered them not. And 
they, passing by Mysia, came down to Treas. And a 
vision appeared to Paul in th.e night ; there stood a 
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, ' Come 
over into Macedonia and help us.' And after he had 
seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into 
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord hnd 
called us to preach the gospel unto them." But now 
the vision was no more a factor in their deciding to go 
into Macedonia than were the two interferings of the· 
Holy Spirit ; Who forbade them to preach the word in 
Asia, �n� �4ffc;r�� them not to �o into l3ithyni?t, Th� 
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Spirit's way with them as to Asia and Bithynia, 
were two as important factors ns was the vision given 
to Paul. And from these things they assuredly gathered 
that they were called to l\1aceclonia. They were serving 
n living God and not dumb idols, a living and a real 
Holy Spirit. Spiritual Christians, they waited, they 
weighed thi� with tha

0

t 1 and that with this, and gathered 
assuredly where God would have them preach the 
gospel, and thither they essayed to go in the will of God. 

Thus we want to know whether we ought to go here 
or go there. Why am I in Lo,ndon and not in Greenock? 
\Vhy did I leave my wife and family, my business, my 
work in Greenock owned and blessed by the Lord? 
Because I ass'uredly gathered that the Lord would have 
me come to London. Yet, peradventure, spiritual ones 
say to me; " We judge you have made a mistake." 
Shalt I quarrel with them for so, saying? God forbid. 
I ought to go back to my God, at whose bidding I 
judged I came, and ask him to evidence whether or no 
I had come at His bidding. But being clear in con­
science befor� Him, argue not, contend not, but go 
down before such as would be faithful to me, being 
friends ; and judge myself, not them ; find no fault with 
them, but look to see, if peradventure, there may be 
fault with myself. Still having assuredly gathered that 
I should come here, here in all good conscience before 
God I am. 

Why, too, have I named such and such subjects for 
your consideration? It is because I have waited on 
the living God, to hear His voice in the matter. For 
indeed it is the chiefest joy in the ministry in the Spirit, 
not, firstly, 11 what can I talk about?" But, "0 Lord, 
what ought I to speak of or do?'' and this discerning, 
see what by His grace and help we can say or do. I 
remember taking a Christian, a well-meaning man, to 
the railway station ; he had been with us for a fort­
night ; said he, " I have so enjoyed my visit, but I shall 
be so glad to come back again, as I have thirteen 
addresses I have not delivered I'' Ooe could only bleed 
in heart for him, and say, 11 God multiply them, dc:ar 
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brother." Whether it be thirteen or thirtt!en hundred, 
the principle is the same. For II every scribe instructed 
unto the reign of the heavens is like unto a n1an a 
householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure 
things new and old" (Matt. 13. 52). Things old to 
give acceptance to the new, and things new to give 
freshness to the old. You may preach from John 3. 16, 
six consecutive times, but if you only repeat the same 
things six times, I hold that you are not in fellowship 
with God, or guided by the rule of the heavens. For 
t'1e ministry of him who acts in fellowship therewilh, 
f ver is characterised by this : that there are things new, 

nd there are things old. I for one sometimes say 
when I have done speaking, 11 Please God, next Sunday 
afternoon, at half-past two, we shall meet here agc1in, 
and I shall speak from the same words." And yet if 
going and speaking, as I have often done, from the old 
words, I only utter the same things, J should have to 
go back to 111y closet, to humble myself before God, for 
my carnal n,inistry that lacked the new, albeit that it 
may have much or all of the old. For he who ministers 
in fellowship with the Spirit of God, gives in his 
ministry things new and old. Ntw to give freshness 
to the old, and old to give acceptance to the new. 
That which is altogether new is not from God, and that 
which is altogether old is not from God either. 

We should wait on the Lord, then ; for our business, 
as I said, is never, firstly, what can I speak about ; our 
business, firstly, ever is, " Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do? What wilt Thou have me to do to-day?" And 
assuredly gathering what He would have us to speak 
about, then get all the help we can in His presence, to 
utter forth that which we would speak. But it is, 
firstly, what ought I to speak about, and then, secondly, 
what can J say thereanent. 

Now in I John 3. 20
1 

21, we read, " For if our heart 
condernn us [it isl because God is {::'reater than our 
heart and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart 

ondemn us not, then have we confidence toward Gncl." 
These verses lay down a great principle, 1 judge, in 
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discerning as to when we are led of the Holy Spirit. 
Here is a man that gathers he ought to do so-and-so. 
\Veil, so far as he knows, it is in perfect accordance 
with the will of God, but Lhen he is not perfectly 
satisfied that he ought to do it. There is a grudge 
in his heart about it; he is not altogether happy 
about it. There is a something-well, he can 
hardly tell what it is, but there is a something. 
He is not just as clear about it as he would like 
to be. Should he go and do it? "Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us," let us wait before God ; "God is 
greater than our heart," and let us wait on Him. Let 
us not act until we can act in faith and confidence 
toward Him, that thus and thus we ought to do. For 
"if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart/' and 'tis He who is seeking to hinder us thus. 
And, as I judge, spiritual men and women to-day are 
"suffered not'' of the Holy Spirit as intelligently, as 
really, as directly, as were Paul and his companions 
when they essayed to go into Bithynia. Act with no 
grudge in your heart, better far not to act than to act 
in spite of a doubting lreart. '' Oh ! it must be done." 
'' Somebody must do so.'' Better it should not be 
done, than done lacking God's approval. 

Now, the well-known story of Abraham's servant 
sent to get a bride for Isaac may further help. Genesis 
24. 12 : "And· he said, 0 Jehovah, God of my master 
Abraham, I pray Thee send me good speed this day, 
and show kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, 
I stand here by the well of water ; and the daughters 
of the men of the city come out to draw water: and let 
it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall say, 
1 Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink' ; 
and she shall say, 'Drink, and I will give thy camels 
drink also' : let the same be she that thou hast appointed 
for Thy servant Isaac." He sought direction from God 
in the spirit in which Gideon sought direction from God ; 
and in the case of Eliezer and in the case of Gideon, 
God has written in these things aforetimes direct 
instructions to us who would know the blessed reality 
of being led by the Holy Spirit. 
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11 0 God," said Gideon, 11 if Thou meanest 5)0-and-so 
let this fleece on the floor be wet with dew, and dry 
upon all the earth beside ;" and taking up the fleece he 
wrings it io his hands, the bowl full of water. Then 
he says, 11 0 God, bear with Thy servant, if Thou 
meanest so-and-so, let the fleece be dry upon the 
ground, and on all the ground let there be dew : 11 and 
lo! it was dry upon the fle�ce only, and there was dew 
on all the ground." (Judges 6. 36-40.) 

So Eliezer at Lhe well's mouth sc1ys : 11 0 God, -there 
are many daughters in this city, I only want one, I 
want the one Thou wouldst that Isaac should have. 
Let her be the damsel that does such-and-such things." 
11 And it came to pass, before h� had done speaking, 
that behold Rebekah came out," and he stood in the 
presence of God, and said to ber, " 1 Let me, I pray 
thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher,' . and 
she said, 1 Drink, my lord. I will draw for 
thy camels also.' And the man bowed down 
his head and worshipped Jehovah" (verse 26), as well 
he might. BEING IN THE \VAY, led of his God, God in 
His grace condescended to him that would be led by 
Him, in coming down to the very measure of faith that 
he had, that the woman who should C(lme out, to whom 
he should say such things and so reply, was she whom 
God had designed. These were the marks of the 
measure of his faith, and to the feeble measure of his 
faith the living God came down ; so answered He 
Gideon according to his faith. Shall that living God 
be 1nore exacting with you and me who desire to be led 
of the Holy Spirit? I trow not. 

These are His examples written for our teaching. 
Rom. 15. 4, makes this absolutely plain without all 
controversy, aod they are direct teaching from God in 
His ways with those who would be led by Him. They 
are written that we may know how to discern between 
being led by God and not led by God. 

For if we in the presence, and under the eye of the 
living God, seek to act with our heart united to His 
fear, and to act in His name, He then with this, and 



with that, ant.I with the other, will give us assuredly 
to g-nther what His holy will is for us to do, our inward 
con\'ictions ever being regulated by His word. Yea, 
moreover, I-le will give us outward manifestations of 
His leading, coming down to the feeble measure of our 
faiLh, until we may know, our faith being such, a very 
Gideon experience ; as it were fleece wet, as it were 
fleece dry. A very Eliezer experience, that this one 
shall come forth, and shall say as we desire. So as 
D::i.vid, when lliram, king of Tyre, sent him timber of 
cedars ( 1 Chron. 14), as Eliezer, as Gideon, we also 
shall perceive the Lord's confirmation, and in this our 
strength Wt! shall act. Act, according to that which is 
written, IC \i\Te having the same spirit of faith r without 
it, it is impossible to please God] I believe, and Lhere­
f ore have I spoken ; we also believe, and therefore 
speak" (2 Cor. 4. 13). 

And he who is spiritual, who is walking in the fear of 
God, conscious of nothing against himself as to having 
erred in a given ,natter, will never when corrected or 
challenged, stand up in fleshly arrogance nor yet in 
self-defence; but will fall down as Moses did in Numbers 
1 �- 4, and all who serve the Lord in His way may look 
for a like experience. "Ye take too much upon you. 0 

\Vol;lld God the man could be found to-clay that takes 
too much upon him for God. I have heard of one, who 
has preached in this hall, who went one thousand miles 
when in America yonder, to speak to.a Christian who 
was exercised concerning the truth of God. 1 tell you 
l would go a thousand miles to-morrow to �ee the man
who is taking too much upon himself for God. But
the carnal and the worldly ever reproach the spiritual
nnd the godly with this, 1

' Ye take too much upon you."
But like �loses, let such come back and fall on their
face before their Goel. He shall step in and "show
H imselr strong on behalf of those whose hearts are
perfect towards Him.,,
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APP EN DIX. 

8tlt February 1923. 

H
O\V pathetically interesting, as well as singularly

edifying. is the example of being led by the Holy 
Spirit as revealed to and reported of the Lord 

Jesus by Matthew, l\lark, and Luke. 

These records afford r�al soul rest amid the great 
tragedies of Christian life, which too often, because 
apparently inexplicable, perplex unto very despair, as, 
alas I also cast down into complete destroyment. 

These three chosen writers testify unequivocally that 
Jesus, Jehovah's holy servant and Son, was all-pleasing 
to God His Father. This He testified both to Him 
and concerning Him. Yea, and the Spirit Himself did 
also show His delig-ht by coming {dove-like) and 
remaining upon Him. 

How arresting, then, is the experience that befell 
this all-perfect One. �fayhap with Him as with Job-

11 God was moved by Satan unto this sore trial of faith." 

Let my reader here and now peruse prayerfully and 
carefully Job 2. 3. Linger well over the words 

",vithout cause." 

Transfer this, 0 child and ser\'ant of God, to thine 
own experience. See how the counsel of His will 
admits and permits what indeed is not His will. 

So that even if thy life-story tells of days when 
prosperity seemed endless. These passed, and days 
and times came, and yet come, of sorrow upon sorrow 
marred by bereavements, by bodily suffering, by the 
ill-judgments of friends, whose mistaken conclusions 
do but misrepresent God and traduce thee, yet only call 



20 

for patient waiting for thy covenant-keeping God, who 

" abideth faithful." 

Him \Vhose ways-
,. Let the feet ol His servant 

To be hurl with fetkrs, ant.I 
The iron to enter' his sOlll." 

Yea, He \Vho-
,, Until the word-of-His-arrangement 

Comes, allows His spoken word 
(On which faith ever rests) to try 
Hi:s suffering yet beloved one." 

Wherefore, as with the Lord Jesus Himself, the 
truly led of the Spirit soul may find himself with the 
11 wild beasts," may experience the pangs of hunger, 
may be tempted as to his relationship with God, as to 
his ambitions, ay, in a word, as to his unbroken 
obedience to only serve the Lord his God. This, too, 
despite 

" Then comes the mist and the weeping- rain, 
Aud life h never the same again.''

After all, there remaineth the th reef old cord of abiding 
bliss described in the triplet testimony of Lam. 3. 
25-27. \Vherefore we conclude that the great reality of
being led of the Holy Spirit calls for calm discerning
hecause of the marvellous developanents such "leadeth"
or 11 driveth" into. While, notwithstanding outward
appearances, His ministering messengers are never
absent nor failing to supply all needed succour, though 
Satan may indeed oppose. See Daniel chap. 10,

remembering Rom. 15, 4. 



THE CHURCH; 

Its Constitution and Governnzent. 

�==============!) 

7T"H E subject that we have before us to consider 
\J,, to•night is that of "The Church ; its Constitution 

and Government.'' 
The word 11 church'' of itself is derived from two 

words that mean 11 called out" ; the consequence of 
which is, that they who answer to being called out, 
form an assembly, that is, a church. 

One has published to the world that '' all believers 
have been called by God out of death into life, out of 
darkness into light, out from the power of Satan into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love," then adds, 1 

• As 
these blessings ar� the comn1on heritage of all believer�. 
all are, in that sense, of the church as well as of the 
Body of Christ." 

Vie reply that that sense is non-sense, being n1ost 
contrary to the Scripture use of the word church, as 
,veil as contrary to that by which believers are brought 
into the Body of Christ, as: also that by which the�e 
may or n1ay not he in an assembly of God. 

The proof that writer gives for his doctrine is an 
unlawful use of an in,perfeclly translated word in Acts 
�o. 28, where he confounds the word "purchased'' with 
that of ''bought," which it in no sense means, being 
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very different, for example, from I Cor. 6. 20 1 or 2 Peter 
�- 1, while his footnote is unworthy of one proclaiming 
himself '' a simple reader of the Scriptures." 

In the Scriptures the word "church" i� presented in 
four distinct meanings ; that is to say, it has a fourfold 
use in the Scriptures, and of itself the word •' church" 
determines nothing more than a company of persons 
call!!d out, and never a building IN WHICH persons may 
meet or congregate I 

He who, or that which, h�s brought them together 
ever gives character to the church, and by Him that 
bringeth them together, or that which has brought them 
together, do we determine the kind of church in the 
given in�tance. 

I wish to look at three or four Scriptures that show 
the fourfold use of the word rendered " church." 

Acts 7. 38 : "This is he that was in the church in 
the wildern�ss ;'' referring 1 o Moses and the company 
of persons who with Moses were called by God out of 
Egypt and brought into the wilderness, and therefore 
were a church. 

Acts 19. 32, for a second use of the word "church"; 
where we find a company gathered in an Ephesian 
theatre, and of them in this 32nd verse we read, "Some 
therefore cried one thing c1nd some a not her, for the 
assembl:J, was confused ; and the more part knew not 
,,:'hererore they were come together." Then in verse 
39, the Town Clerk of Ephesus, speaking to them, 
�ays : '' But if ye inquire anything concerning- other 
matters, it �hall be determined in the lawful assembly." 
The word II assembly" in verses 32, 39, � 1, is the 
translation of the same word that elsewhere is trans­
lated II church." [Looking back for a moment at verse

37 of this 19th of Acts we read, 11 For ye have brought 
hither these men, who are neither robbers of churches 
nor yet blasphemers of your goddess." The word 
'' churches" here is NOT the same as the word elsewhere 
translated by the word '' church. 1

' This word in verse 
37 of Acts 19 is 11 temples"-'' temple robbers." 



Turn now lo the Epistle to the Ephesians, c. 1, 22 1 

11 A11dgaveHimlthat is 1 Christ] lo be Head over all 
lo the Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth aJI in all." 

We hn\·e seen a third use of the word "church," the 
Church of which Christ is Head, which is His Body. 
Now we are going to look at an example of the fourth 
use that God makes of the lenn 11 church." 1 Thess. 
2. 13 and 14: '• And for this cause also thank we God
without ceasing, because ,, hen ye received the word of
God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in yon that believe." In
the 1�t chapter we have the apostle giving thanks to
God for this reason, that he brought a message of
salvation from God to then1, which wrought effectually
in them as unbelievers, and made them through its
effectually working in them, to believe the glad message
of salvation preached, and thus (hey became saved by
the Lord, and thus had the gospel come to them, not in
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit,
yea, and with much assurance ; but this second cause
of thanksgiving that Paul here mentions in this ::znd
chapter is, that those who hc!d become believers had
now the word of God brought to them, which they
received as the word of God, and which wrought in
them effectually as believing ones, and so effectually
that the apostle says in verse 14, "Ye, brethren, became
followers of the churches of God which in Judrea are in
Christ Jesus." This is the fourth use of the word
'' church" that God has been pleased to make in the
Scriptures-churches of Himself in Christ Jesus.

Of course, to-night we wish especially to look par­
ticularly in detail into the two great and different 
aspects of the church as the same affects us who are 
God's people ; for the church which He constitutes, 
which 1 I e governs, has a twofold, yet different, though 
related aspect, the first one being entirely to God-ward, 
its membership unconditional and eternal, always in 
Scripture kept clear, distinct, and intact ; it is spoken 
of under the expression, 11 the Church which is His 



Body." And so entirely is the Church, the Body ot 
Christ, beyond the power of man or Lhe Devil to disturb 
qr to mar in anywise, lha l in the 5th chapter of Paul's 
Epistle to Lhe Ephesians, in lhHt wonderful verse, the 
23rd, we read: '' He.'' that is, Christ Himself, 11 is the 
saviour of the Body," that is, He is the preserver of the 
Body, Our translators did us a good service when they 
printed the word II saviour" here with a small II s," 
and not a cc1pital "S," because lie is the saviour of the 
Body in the sense of preserving the Body, and that 
work He has never in any measure delegated Lo any of 
Hb servants, however zealous for 1-1 im and faithful lo 
Him they may be. vVould God that many of His 
beloved children understood this, for their fruitless, 
though well-meant, efforts would be avoided, ctnd they 
be found occupied with godlier things if they knew this 
truth, that I-le Himself is the preserver of the Body; 
and the Body is not a num-ward thing at a II : the Body 
is ever and only in the Scriptures presented as a God­
ward thing; its member�hip, we repeat, unconditional, 
its membership eternal. 

Th� latter aspect of the church which we have looked 
at in our example thereof, 1 Thess. 2., is just the 
counterpart of the Body. It is as man-ward as the 
Body is God-ward ; its fellowship is conditional and 
temporary. It is the very opposite of the Body, which, 
as I said (and surely this will enable all to remember it 
so tbat they can look at it again, anJ if it be God's 
mind, hold it as God's mind, and hold it to teach it as 
God's mind), is God-ward ; its membership uncondi­
tional and eternal. The church in its man-ward aspect, 
its fellowship is conditional and temporary. 

Turn now, please, to the 16th of Matlhew. In the 
Gospel of Christ according to Matthew we have the 
constitution and the government of these two senses 
of church very definitely given us by the Blessed Lord 
H im�elf. In chapter 16. we have the truth of Lhe con­
stitution and government of the Church in its Body 
aspect, and in chapter 18. we have the truth of the 
constitution and government of a church in its man­
ward aspect. Look with me, firstly, then, at this in its 



Body aspect. 1\-lntt. 16. 16-(thc paragraph beg-ins at 
verse r 3) : cc And Simon Peter answered :-tnd snid (in 
answer to the Lord's qu�stil)n, • vVhom do ye say that 
l am ? ] 'Thou nrt the Christ, the Son of Lhe Living
God.' And J esµs answered and said unto him, 1 Blessed
na t thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but My Father who is in heaven.
And I say ALSO unto thee',, (mark the fllrce of this
word " also," the Father has revealed to thee, Simon
Peter, that I am the Chri:..t, the Son of the Living- Goel,
and I make known also to thee), 11 'that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock l will build My Church, and the 
gates of H aJe� shall not prevail against it. And l ,viii 
give unto thee the keys llf the king·dom of heaven, a11d 
whatsoever-' " mark I he altered reading here-•' 'and 
whatsoever thuu mayest bi11d upon the e,,rth shall be 
(bound), having been bound in the heaven:-.; and what­
soever thou mayest lllOSe u i:011 the earl h �hall be 
(loosed), having been loosed in the ht"avens.'" This 
reading is that of Robert Young, to who�e unequalled 
ability as a translator of the original longue of the 
Scriptures the highest learning anu greatest ability of 
this and other countries give one unanimous voice. 
Moreover, it is corroborated by Roth('rharo : and 
indeed, God would never bind 1-J im�elf hl endorse or to 
ratify what even an apostle would do. He required, on 
the other hand, that this Apostle Peter shoulJ only be 
found binding- or loosing on earth that which heaven 
had already bound, that whioh heaven had already 
loosed. 

There is one thing, l am sure, must be clenr to the 
simplest mind, that whatever the Lord Jesus had been 
doing up till this point in His life of devC'ted service to 
God and to man-whatever, I say, He had been doing 
up to this point-there is one thing He had not been 
doing, and that was building His Church ; that work 
of His was a yet future thing. 

" I will build My Church." As we look more closely 
into these words of His, "nncl the gates of l lndes shall 
riot prevail against her.'' we ask,· what mny He have 
mennt by such thing-s? and in my spirit there rises up 
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this as an answer :-as He looked back to man in 
creation's innocency, He could recall how the counsels 
of Hades had prevailed against the will of God, and 
how man, in creation's innocency, was wrecked by 
Satan, through sinning against God, and was expelled 
the garden. Nay, more, he could think of how God 
gavt! to man, having fallen, conscience ; (for by creation 
man had not conscience, by creation man was innocent, 
he did not know evil anu good ; that does not mean he 
did not know evil as distinguished from good, he neither 
knew good nor evil, he was innocent ; and when he fell 
by transgression against God, Goel gave to him a con­
science), and conscience simply is, the power to know 
with ; e.g., he knew himself a fallen creature, he knew 
hims�lf unfit for companionship with his Creator God, 
and thus he sought to hide from Him, when in the 
garden his Creator sought him in the cry, "Adam, 
where art thou?" Moreover, it seems lo me, the Lord 
Jesus thought of how after conscience was given, the 
gates of Hades again prevailed against God's will, so 
that it repented God that He had made man at all1 and 
He brought the flood ; and He looked upon how God in 
mercy gave the law, and how God brought His people 
on lo the glory of the kingdom in the days of S010111011, 
when silver was common as the stones of the street, 
and even there all the way along, the Gates of Hades, 
the counsels of Hades prevailed against the will of God ; 
and oh ! methinks the Lord Jesus, as He lool<ed back­
ward, thought of even the time when the Baptist had, 
appeared among rrien, plaintiv�, and mourning, and 
lamenting, Go<l seeking to reach th�m thus ; and yet 
the counsels of Hades prevailed, for men rested not 
until they had him beheaded; and now with His own 
end drawing near, in this time of the J 6th of Matthew, 
He sees the gales of Hades prevail until the very Christ 
Himself was reject eel, and the cry was, '' Away with 
Him I Away with Him I Crucify Him!'' And thus 
the gales of Hades prevail against all the doings of God 
from Creation to Calvary. But now He says, '' I will 
build My Church, and I will be the preserver of that 
Body of Mine, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against her whom I builu." 
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There are four. things here I would like the young 
Christians specially to notice. There is, first of all, the 
confession of Peter ; second, there is the testimony of 
the Lord to him who confessed Him the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God ; ther:i, third, there is the purpose 
told Peter ; and, fourth, the promise given as to the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven being given to him. A 
m\Jment or two here. It has been well remarked by 
others that keys are for opening doors, and if time per­
mitted I would delightedly stay upon the expression, 
" the kingdom of heaven," never found anywhere else 
in the N cw Testament than in the Gospel according to 
Matthew, and there (though generally translated in the 
singular in our English Bible), in the original is always 
in th� plural, and simply means the rule of God on high 
among men on earth, That is what the expression, 
'' the kingdom," or '' the reign of the heavens," means 
as found in the Gospel according to Matthew. It never

means locality ; it never me·ans a place : it always 
expresses the ruling of God for the accomplishment of 
His own purpose among men. There is a beautiful 
link here in the words 11 Peter" and '' rock.,, The
word " Peter" itself is a Greek word, meaning a bit of 
rock. '' And upon this rock [ will build l\1y Church :" 
the word " rock" is the solid rock. Now that is just 
exactly what takes place in the Body aspect of the 
church. There is a solid rock, and we who, by .the 
grace of God, become a bit of the rock, that is, a Peter, 
we become incorporated w'ith Christ, as I will show 
you from a verse or two in Paul's I st Epistle to the 
Corinthians, 12. r 2, " For as the body is one [Lhat is 
the natural body] and hath many members, and all the 
members of the body, being many, are one body : so 
also is the Christ, For IN [not by] one Spirit were we 
all baptised into one Body, whether we be Jews or 
Greeks, whether bond or free, and have been all made 
to drink one Spirit, for also the Body is not one member, 
but many." We are not brought into the Body, nor 
do we continue in the Body, in obedience to any truth 
of God as believers. We are brought into the Body by 
the act of the Living One who baptizes in the one Spirit 
into the.one Body, nt the time of our obedience to God's 



truth As unbelie\'crs; thal is to say, the moment a soul 
believes the g·ospel of the grace of God Lo the saving 
of himself, that moment, and from thenceforth for ever 
and ever, he is in the Uody of Christ, he is of the Body 
of Christ, and shall be so by the grace and power of 
God as long- as God is God. 

I am careful to impress this upon your serious con­
sideration, that we neither become in the Body nor of 
the Body throug-h obedit11ce to any part of God's truth 
as believers. \,V.e become in the Body and of the Body 
for ever and ever in virtue of belief in, of obedience to, 
God's truth as unbelievers ; and the more you think of 
tbat difference, the more beauty from God will you see 
in it, the clearer will you keep distinct what, alas ! is 
yet too often confused in the minds of Christians, who 
make the Church, which is the Body, to be, if not in 
eve,·y respect, in most respects at least, the same as a

church of God in Christ Jesus. 

I should like much to stay in the 16th of Matthew, 
but time fails me, and therefore I ask you to turn to 
chapter 18. 15. 

The Lord Jesus is speaking- about trespass, telling 
what His minJ thereabout is, and then in verse 17 He 
says, " Tell it unto the church." 

This church that He names is accessible to the person 
that here is being guided by the Lord. 

It is a definite assemhly, it is a definite gathering, it 
is a definite churd1 to which he CAN appl;!al, to which 
he CAN come, with which he can take counsel in the 
mind of (,,lei HS to the given husiness on hand. Then 
in verse 18 He s�ys: •• Vt'rily I say unto y<"'u," an<l 
here: ;,gain the r�ading is similar to tlu11 we saw in 
clrnpter 16. •• Verily I :-ay unto you ; " and the 
wondrous unity that God expects to be found in His 
1,:ath�ring:-: is brought 0111 here by this w"rd • • y0u." 
•• Verilv I sny unt,, y,,u, wh11tsoevt"r ye may hind uron
the earth �hall be (bound), having bet!n blHllld in
heaven, and whatsoever ye may loo .. e 11p,u1 the earth
s.hall be (h.>obed). having been loosed in heaven." Now
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what did Peter do with the keys of chapter 16? ln the 
2nd and 10th clrnptc:rs of the Acts you find him opening­
the door of the mercy of God, firstly to Israel in the 2nd 
of Acts, and secondly to the Gentiles in the 10th of Acts. 
\Vhat was the constitution of the Church in the 16th of 
l\latthew? It was the operation of Christ Jesus the 
Lord Himself; He builds it. What was its govern­
ment? The binding and the loosing according as the 
heavens had bound and the heavens had loosed. There­
fore the constitution and the government of the Chu1·ch, 
in its first aspet·t, is altogether in the hand of the 
ascended, glorified, coming Lord Jesus Christ, from its 
commencement by Himself until its consummation. 

The government thereof in the Body aspect was to 
be in accordance with heaven's binding and heaven's 
loosing, and thus the Lord will go on building His 
Church. the Body, in the will of God, according to that 
which God hath bound, and as to that which God hath 
loosed. 

In this 18th of Matthew read still, verse 19 : "Again 
I say unto you, that if two of you"-two of whom? 
vVhy, Chrislinns everywhere Lhink that they ought to 
take this passage of Scripture to themselves. You 
would not get two Christians on the whole earth that 
would not claim that they ought to tnke these Wl,rds lo 
themselve�. But these words of God are in a definite 
circle. Thest! words of God are in the lig-ht of other 
words. '' Again I say unto you,'' is in direct connec­
tion with verse 18, and verse 18 is in c.lirect connection 
with \'erse 1 7. It is what lhe apostle speaks of in 1

Corinthinns 5., for example, " J n lhe name of the Lord 
Jesus, when ye are gathered togl'ther, and the power
of the Lord Jesus.'' It is speaking of a gathering 
together in the name of the Lord Jesus, Hnd it is speak­
ing 0f the power of the Lord Jesus in that gathering, 
and to this gathering lhe.se words are said, '' Again I 
say unto VOL', that if l wo of vou shall agree on earth as 
touching anythin� that THEY sha11 a�k, it shall be done 
for them of My Father who is in heaven. For"-here 
is the reason of the whole thing-" for where two or 
three are," always stop at the word ' 1 are," please, 
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because while an English boy would parse this sentence 
with the words "are gathered" united together as one 
,·crb, they are not so in the original. The word "arc" 
is distinct by itself, therefore I beg of you in reading it 
and in quoting it, always be careful to stop at the word 
1

' are" for a moment. " For where two or three are, 
having been gathered together into l\ly name, there am I 
in the midst of them." 

See, we have four things here like the four things 
that we had in the 16th Chapter of l\1atthew ; and in 
this second aspect of church, the man-ward aspect, the 
four things are-the place, the subjects, their constitu­
tion, their blessing. Their cons ti tu tion is the cause of 
their being where they are, and of their being who they 
are. Where they are and who they are, and He in the 
midst of them ; thus together is the effect fro111 the 
cause of their constitution, Their having been gathered 
together into His name is the essential warrant for their 
being where they are, who they are, and only then 
warrants such in counting on the blessing that He is in 
the midst. 

Here I ask you to note well. The Lord Jesus is not 
building all into the .Body, neither is He gathering all 
together. Unto being builded in the Body there must 
be obedience on the part of the SINNER to the truth of 
God brought to him in the GOSPEL, and only such sinners 
ns obey God in the truth of the gospel of the grace of 
God are baptized into the one Body. 

Similarly, only such BELlE\'ERS as are obedient to God 
as is His will concerning them in Christ Jer-.us, are 
gathered together of the Lord Christ, and thus are 
found where they are and who they are, with the bless­
ing-'' He in the midst." Now, He being IN THE :'\UDST

is not to be confused with the Lord being WITH His 
people, nor yet to be confused with God being FOR His 
people, because He is WITH each of His·people, and He 
is FOR all His people, but He is not IN THE MIDST of all 
l-lis people. To illustrate this from Old Testament type 
{and it was all written for our learning), when God 
hrought Israel out from the land of Egypt, He went 
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before them in the cloud, He was WI1"11 them. By-.and­
bye, when the hosts of Pharaoh were within hearing, 
and the mountains seemed to hedge in the way, as the 
sea barred their path onward, that cloud went from 
before them and came behind them, it came between 
then1 and the foe, because God was FOR them. WITH

them, He went before them ; FOR them, He went behind 
them to protect them, but when did He take up His 
position IN THn MIDST? \,\Then? Not until they had 
n1nclc the sanctuary according to the pattern that He 
had showed in tht: 1nount to His servant l\tloses; nnd 
when they made the sanctuary according to that pattern 
God had given, and not till then, did He take .up the 
position IN THE MIDST of them. 

So is it slill. Ile is WITH His people, Ht: is FOR His 
people, but He is o'nly IN TIIB Ml DST of His people as 
they build the sanctuary according to the pattern given 
them through the l\Ios�s of the New Testament dispen­
sation, even Pnul the Apostle of God to the nations. 

The constitution of church, then, in its mnn•ward 
aspect, is that they who compose such are directly 
gathered together at the call of the Lord Chris;t. See 
1-1 im as He stood and wept over the city of 1--1 is life's 
labours, over the people for whom unweariedly He had 
toiled here, as lie says in piteous tones, "0 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that ki11est the prophets, and stone�t 
them that are sent unto thee, how orten would I have 
gathered thy children together, even ns a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and re would not." 1 
would have gathered you, but ye would not. How 
does the hen gather her brood? See that hen as she 
struts in the farmyard, or elsewhere, with her chickens 
about her. Does she want them gathered to her? She 
cackles, she calls them lo herself by a voice, and they 
have in them, implanted by their Creator, that which 
answers ·to their mother's voice. Think you that God

has implanted JesR in us who are born of I lim? so that 
we should fail therefore to disc�rn the call of the Lord 
Christ, who would gnlher us unto Himself. I-le calls 
us to Himself, and having gathered us to Himself, then 
we Hre where we are, nncl we are who we nre, because 
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11 e hath brollght us together ; and thus, having con­
stituted us a church, an assembly, a gathering, we are 
where we are, we are doing what we do, because, from 
centre to circumference, He is Lord alone ! 

That is our constitution such as are in n church of 
God in Christ Jesus, who are in a church that he con­
stitutes, and having constituted ought to be nllowed to 
govern. And where is the government of this church ? 
Back at verse i8 you have it. Are you going to bind? 
You will only bind what heaven hath bound. Are you 
going to loose? You wilt only loose whal heaven hath 
loosed. 

IJow did Peter know what the heavens had bound, 
and what the heavens had loosed? rJ he Spirit came 
down upon them, as the 2nd of Acts tells us, and filled 
with the Spirit, and having utterance given of the Spirit, 
he spake the words of grace and truth that fell fron, his 
lips with power and acceptance to his many htarers, he 
who but a few weeks before had denied his Lord with 
oaths and curses. How hath, through his lips, the 
word such power? It is the operation of the henvens. 
And, again, he is on the house-top, and falling into a 
trance, there came down from heaven, a� it were a great 
sheet, knit at the four corners, filled with all manner of 
four-footed beasts and creeping t hir.gs, and a voice said, 
11 Rise, Peter, kill and eat." "Not so, Lord, for I have 
never eaten anything common or unclean." It is taken 
up to heaven, let dO\vn again, and taken up again, and 
lei down again, and takt!n up again-three times, and 
a voice said h> him, 1

' \Vhat God hath cleansed call not 
thou common." " BeholJ. three men seek thee." 
Three men. The thrice let down and taken up sheet­
three men seek thee-and he went, nothing-- <loubting. 
But God had c.-11led hin1 to do the fulfilment of the 
request that these three had brought him, nnd he went 
and spake the w,,rd .. that his God bad bidden him 
speak, and lo! the Spirit c�me down from heaven as at 
the fir�t on thc.se Gentile ones, and he bound anJ he 
h.lOSed, as the heavens had bound, and as the heav�ns
had loosed.



How shall we know what heaven hath bQund and 
,vhat heaven hath loosed? \Ve are shut up to the 
revelation of God's will given us in the Holy Scriptures, 
which completely furnish the man of God unto ev�ry 
good work. ls it a question of being together as

believers? \Ve must have the call of the Lord Christ 
bringing us together where we are. An illustration 
here will help some. In a certain town in Scotland I 
have known this, A number of persons in a God­
gathered church. For years these individuals acknow­
ledged that this company was God-gathered. Some 
were brought out from this religious association, and 
some from that religious association (a11d when God 
separates from religious association He separates fron1, 
to keep us in the separated position and never to send 
us back. If Jeremiah would go back, God said, I will 
fetch thee again, and in 2 Cor. 6. His word is, " Come 
ye out and BE YE SEPARATE, and touch not the unclean, 
and I will receive you in." But it is vain to come out 
and not be separate. It is an utter delusion of Sat-an 
prevailing with far too many saints to-day who have 
come out but go back betimes to see, and thus; alas ! 
s01ne have encouraged, not only with their presence 
but with their pence, the unholy things from which, 
professedly at the call of the Lord Christ, th�y came 
out). In that town they had come out at the call of the 
Lord in order th;-1t they might have Christian fellowship, 
in order that they might practise Christian baptism, in 
order that they might have Christian ministry, in order 
that they mig-ht be in a position where the word and 
will of the Lord Christ was absolute from within to 
without in every circle of daily life of each one that was 
f,,und tog-ether there. Several of these persons, how­
ever, found they could not get their own way, they 
cC1uld not do things a-.; they would like to do. for this 
reason ; the bulk of us with whom they were, said, 
" Brethren, we will glndly give in to what you wi�h us 
to do provided you can give us to see such is the mind 
of the Lord " They failed to �alisfy us. we failed to 
sal isf y them. We brouL' ht in Hccredit ed helps f n,m 
sister a�semblies, some from near, others from fnr. 
Patiently we laboured for their deliverance, seeking too 



that if we were wrong we might be delivered. At 
Ieng-th they got wearied and s"id, 1

' It is no good wait­
ing here, we will go out," and out they went. They 
took a hall., lhey got a table, put on it a white cloth, 
and with other Christians came together on the first 
dny of the week to reme1nber the Lord J es�,s in the 
breaking of bread, delermined to have Christian bop­
tism and Christian ministry, and they said, "Is not lhe 
J.ord in our midst?'' \Ve said, firmly yet humbly,
:• No, no !'' 1

' But how is that?'' For this simple 
reason. •' Had you the wont of the Lord for being in 
the assembly from which you went out?'' '' Yes, of 
course we had,'' one said, " or I would ne,·er hn ve left 
Dr. 8.'s kirk." '' Nor I this,0 "Nor I thnt, 11 said 
others, 11 if I had not had Lhe word of the Lord fot 
being there." 11 Then, brethren, where is the word of 
the Lord that look you out, that gathered you in that 
place in opposition to this?" You may, like as in the 
days of Micah, lean back and �ay whit� you are keeping 
Ahab's statutes and Omri's judgments, the wicked, the 
self-ruling ones, you may Jenn back and sny, 11 Is the 
Lord not among us?" and the answer of the Lord will 
bo ., No ! " 11 \ Vhnl? All Christians, meeting lo 
break brend on the first day of the week, and tht! Lord 
not in their midst?'' Not in their midst, one whit ; no 
more than He is in the rankest thing that is opposed to 
His mind, for He is only in the midst of such as are ns 
a sanctuary builded according to the pattern given 
through Paul, the l\f oses of the present dispensation. 

Is the question one of coming together? The word 
of the Lord Christ n1ust be that which brings us 
together, and wherever we come from, as well as 
wherever we come to, must all be in accordance with 
heaven's binding and heaven's loosing. Heaven has 
loosed me from that i heaven has bound me to this, 
and here I must be, and thus and thus I must do, 
hound by heaven and loosed by heaven. 

ls it a question of bringing into such a company? 
Then heaven has bound and heaven has loosed in that 
matter too. There is only one example of receivin�
into the· assembly (there is no receiving into the Body) 



that I know of in the Scriptures, and that is in Acts 9,

26, where Saul assayed to join himself to the disciples 
that were al Jerusalem ; and what did they do with 
him? He was taken by the son of consolation, and 
that son of consolation learned not only that he was 
con\·erted (thankful to God for that), but he learned 
what he had been doing since he had bec?n converted, 
and then brought him to lhe men leading among the 
saints at Jerusalem, and as a consequence he was with 
them coming in and going out at J etusalem. l\lark 
the order. They ar:-e satisfied not only that the person 
is a believer, but they inquiru as to what the person, as 
a believer, has be�n doing since conversion ; they 
inquire as to why he wants to join the disciples ; and 
�uch, if young and ignorant, or old and ignorant, are 
taught to know this : we are expected only to be found 
in answer to the Lord Christ calling us here, and so, 
if we are leaving there and coming her�, we are leaving 
there and coming here at the call of the Lord Christ. 

ls it a question of keeping in those who are already 
in? Then 1 Cor. 5. tells us \\'ho 111ay not be kept in, 
though they are in. 

Ls it a question of r�maining in when there is no 
power to deal with evil that is accepted ? Then 2 Tim. 
2. legislates for our own go·ing out at the call of the
Lord Obrist.

ls it a-question of those who trouble us within, con­
cerning whom the Lord has not said, "Put them away
from among you ,.? l\lourn about them, 1 Oor. 5. 2,

.. if ye had n1ourned, this one had been taken away," 
and Gal. 5., "I would thev would cut themselves off 
who trouble you '' ; and clearly, if inside there be 
troublers, and we.would that they would cut themsefves 
off, though they are believers, then if they are not in, 
we are not to bring them '· within ,, in order to wish 
they would cut themselves off. 

Thus we are if in a church of God in Christ Jesus. 

\Vbat is the ·meaning of tlptt? A church in Christ 
Jesus means, a church ordered in all its ways in ac-



cordance with the mind of God as in Christ Jesus. To 
help some to understand this, see Lhe 18th of the Acts 
for example, the closing verses, "And a certain Jew, 
named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man 
and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This 
man was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being 
fervent in spirit, he spake aud taught diligently the 
things of Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John." 
H c stopped short of the mind of God, though he taught 
and preached all he knew ; but godly ones heard him, 
they took him unto them and expounded unto him the 
way of God more correctly ; that is to say, they led 
him on in th� mind of God frl)ffi the baptism of J oho 
which God had supersed�d, into the mind of God as in 
Christ Jesus. And those churche.s of Judrea which the 
Thessalonian Christians imitated, they were assemblies 
of God in Christ Jesus, they were assemblies of God 
walking in their ways according- to the mind of God as

expressed in Christ Jesus. Such is the meaning of the 
word, assembly in Christ Jesus. 

More than once since I came to London I have been 
asked, "Is it �ight for a church of God in Christ Jesus 
to g-ather on the Lord's day evening to remember 1-1 im 
in the breaking of bread ? " I was asked this the last 
Sunday I was in Greenocl<. It seems to be spreading 
abroad as a matter of inquiry, and having been asked 
several times, I was bold to ask, " Is it practised in 
London? 11 and the answer I got was, '' In some 
places." \Veil, if the churches of Christ in London 
(which together make but one church of God as the 
Scriptures show, in each several flace or town), or the 
leading men who ought to stand before the saints in 
the Lord, will take the trouble to search the book of 
God, I judge they will find that even in the keeping of 
the passover the Lord kept it in the early hours of the 
day, though the law had said it sho�ld be killed 
between the two e\'enings; yet the Lord kept it im­
mediately after the beginning of the new day that began 
at six in the evening. The early hours of that day were 
the hours in which He kept the Passover. Then ngain, 
p�ssing on to the 20th of the Acts, where they were 



gathered together to bre�:il< bread, it was in the early 
hours of the first day of the week they were gathered 
logcLher to ren1en1ber the Lord Jesus in the breaking of 
bread. From which, according to the analogy of The 
Faith, it Hppears clear to n,e, and I therefore bring it 
before you, not wishing to dominate your faith : but I 
would, as much as in me is possible, not only stem this 
seeking to remember the Lord Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread at Liines other than the first day of the week 
(which I have heard said is the minimum time for doing 
so, and it is the 111axirnum time as well as minimum) ; 
but I suggest for the solemn and serious consideration 
of beloved saints the impropriety of having the weekly 
feast ob.served in any other time than on the EARLIEST

PRACTICABLE HOURS of the first clay of the week. 

Thus have I sought chiefly to show you, beloved, the 
constitution and government of the church in these two 
different aspects, wishing particularly to have dwelt 
1110!-'t upon the latter subject, that of our personal 
responsibility as believers. Now as time fails me, I 
can only count upon God perfecting in His grace the 
few words 1 have spoken. 

Nola.-No one who understands Goers will would use the term 
•' church of God" to desig-natc other than tho!e of any given 
Lown or such-like place, who ure together of God, albeit these 
may meet at several houses or halls. 

\Vhen towns are spoken of we musl needs say u churche! of 

God.'' 
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A
LTI IOUG 11 the foregoing· was first published

about Corly years ago, it was only Inst rear thnt
the writer had the painful experience o hearing 

one rt?nd I Cor. 10, 32, "Give none offence, neither to 
the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor lo tile BorlJ, o/Clu·lsL."
For sheer effrontery and daring mis-translation. these 
italicised words could hardly be surpassed. Why, even 
when this verse is rend as in Authorised Version, and 
assertion thereon is made (as seems common) that here 
mankind is divicfocl into three classes. The mistake 
is clearly corrected by the fact that afterwards this 
same inspired Apostle speaks of "Greek," "Jew," 
" Barbarian," " Scyt hian " (probably the ten tribes of 
Israel), 11 Bond," "Free." The fact is, that Corinth 
being a commercial Greek city, therein were to be found 
such as were "J cws, '' " Greeks'' (to be intelligently 
diffe1·entialed from the Barbarians, as see Rom. 1,

1-1, v. ), and the church of God. ll as my reader learned
with understanding thnt this church was spoken to (the 
.rnd person) about (3rd person) a man in their city who 
was neither in nor of them who comprised lhat church 
of God, and yet evidenlly was in and of the Church 
which is the Body of Christ. 

1\.-loreover, let it be maintained at all costs every­
where (see I CC\r. 4, •-�·•7 v.), thnt the designation-

" church of God " 

JemanJs pluralitJ,, By the grace of Goe.I these arc 
many, whereas the expression and existence of 

The Church which is His Body 

refuses nnd denies nil plurality. 

For she is one only Church '' which I le (Christ) loved 
and gnve up I limself for, that having cleansed her by 
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the laver of the water in a spoken word, He might 
sanctify her and present her to Himself a Church 
glorious, having- neither spot nor wrinkle, nor any such 
thing; but that she should be holy and without 
blemish 11 (Eph. 5, 25-27 v. ).

Words of Wisdom about the '\-Vord '' Church." 

'' There are words whose history it is peculiarly 
interesting Lo watch. The very word cliurclz

is in itself Rn illustrious example. 

• • In re�pect to its primary heathen meaning,
11� EKKATJCTLa (�-fKKAT/To,) was the lawful assembly in a 
free Greek city of all those possessed of the rights of 
citizenship, for the transaction of public affairs. That 
they were summoned is expressed in the latter part of 
the word ; that they were summoned 

Out Of 

the whole population, a select portion of it, including 
11ez.'ther the populace nor strangers, 

Nor Yet Those 

who had forfeited their civic rights. This is expressed 
in the first. Both the calling and the calling-out arc 
moments to be remembered when this word is used in 
its auguster (thnt is, its Christian) sense." 
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BISHOPS AND DEACONS: 

The Persons and their Work. 

�UR subject this ev�ning, as most know, is 
\»,I " Bishops and Deacons, the Persons and their 

Work." 

The word translated '' bishop" is derived from two 
words, which mean " to oversee." The idea expressed, 
LhPrefore, in the word "bishop" is, taking care with 
the view of protecting, of providing- all .that is necessary 
for the comfort of l hose who are thus protected, and 
the guiding of them in the duP. performanc� of that 
which is comely for them in their behaviour to manifest. 

Bishops were never chosen by churches of the saints-; 
bishops were never chosen by churches of God in 
Christ Jesus ; bishops were never ordained even by 
npostles through the laying on of hands. So far as 
still the Scriptures are listened to by us we never find 
bishops made such by apostolic power, nor any power 
short of the direct operntion of God, putting- earnest 
care into the henrt of His children, or the placing by 
the Holy Spirit as overseeing ones given persons in 
given companies o.f God's gathered together ones. 

Some, of course, will readily think of Acts 14, 23. 
\Ve might look at it for :i. moment: "And when they 
[that is, Paul and Barnabas l had ordained them elders 
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in every church, nnd had prayed with fasting, they 
commended them lo the Lord on whom they believed." 
Vve are told by some that the word here used regarding 
the ordaining of the elders is a word that means, 1

' Lo
vote by show of lrnnds." \Veil, granting that that is 
so, the only hands I hat were shown in the choosing nncl 
ordaining of the elders here mentioned were the hands 
of Paul and Barnabas, and not a hand of any one in 
the given churches. It is a remarkable word this word 
" ordained," and it may interest especially young men 
Christians, lo know, and for their sakes I mention it 
just in passing, though it is a digression from our 
subject, that the word "ordained," as found in our 
English New Testament/* is the translation of no less 
than 13 different Greek words, which 13 different Greek 
words occur in the New Testament 1 1 490 times, and 
out of the one thousand four hundred and ninety times 
that the words occur, the translators of the English 
Testnment have rendered I he'se words, only 11£11e/ce11

/tines 11 ordained;" that is to say, the word 
"ordained 1 " as found 19 times in your English New 
Tc!stament, is translated out of 1 1 490 times that God 
uses the words, translated "ordained." Thus you may 
see what a struggle the translators had to get the word 
at all into the New Testament, for you know, or if you 
do not, you may now, that King James required of the 
translators of 1611 that they should maintain 
ecclesiastical phrases; because he held if there be no 
bishop, there will be no Icing, or in his own words, 
"nae bishop, nae king," therefore retain "ordained" 
where it i:; possible, and retain a show of bishopric 
where it is possible, else the king himself goes, with 
your sendinK a way from the pages of Scripture ordina­
tion and bishopric. 

This is the only instance where we have the apostles 
pointing out elders ; none but they ever did this. 
Titus was delegated to set them a� we read in the 
epistles by Paul to him. Chapter 1, verse 4 : '' To 
Titus, mine own son according to the common faith : 
grace, and mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 

• r\ulhorisecl Version.
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1he Lord Jesus Chrisl our Saviour. For this cause lt:ft 
I thee in CnETfi, that thou shouldest set in .order the 
1 hings that are wanting, and ordain (i.e., set) elders in 
�very Ci Ly, ns I had appointed thee." Then follows 
lhe direction from the apostle to Titus in order that l�e 
might know whom he might ''ordain" in fulfilment of 
his inst ructions as l he apostle's delegate. 

Nol only do you get these directions minutely given 
to Titus, but you get the scope, or the range, in which 
'Titus might exercise this deleg-ated authority in the 
�tppointing of elders; for if Titus had gone outside 
the Island of Crete, demanding to be recognised as one 
authorised to ordain elders, the Christians of early day 
had rightly questioned his authority for so coming to 
them, and while to those in Crete he could produce the 
apostolic letter, the authority of God for this his doing-, 
take him outside of Crete, and he had no power to do 
similar things, for he had no authority. I believe it has 
found its way into print that Timolhy also ordained 
�lders, but that is an unscriptural assertion, for the \Vord 
of God, so far from saying that Timothy did such, or 
should do s.uch, says the very opposite. 

The great contrast between the bishop that God 
makes and recognises, and the bishops that obtain too 
largely among God's p�ople is this : man says, Be made 
a bishop, and then do bishop-work. Be appointed to 
the bishopric, then do the bishop-work. Be recognised 
as a bishop, nnd then do bishop-work. That is man's 
way. God's way is : Do the work, and so long- as you 
do the work, you will be the man ; but cease doing the 
work, and you will cease being the person. 

Now in the 1st Epistle by Paul to Timothy we are 
told dist inclly the object for which he wrote this letter. 
Read with me chapter 3, verses 14 and 15 : "These 
things wri le I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee 
shortly: but if I tarry long-, thnt thou mayest know 
how one ought lo behave oneself in lhe 11ouse or God, 
which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of lhe truth." 1 n this Epistle, then, lhnt 
!enches us how lo behnve, you may rend il from end lo



en<l, and nol find a wore.I about ordaining- bishops, nor 
yet a word about ordaining deacons, nor yet deacon­
esses, f�r while 110 woman may aspire to bishop work, 
every Christian woman may aspire to deacon work, and 
ought to ; and while none but such as do shepherd-work 
will get the crown of glory from the Chief Shepherd 
when 11 e appears, sisters may lose a crown for f ailhfu I 
service to Christ as Lord if they refrain from perform­
ing deacon-work. 

God's way for His people having bishops ; God's 
way for making shepherds among His flock, is given us 
in this I Timothy 3. "This is a true saying-." God 
help us to lay it to heart. It is a true saying in the 
light of what you get in Acts 14, 23. when that was 
done they pointed them out, and in the light of what you 
get in Titus 1, 5, he was delegated to Crete, and in the 
light of what you get in 1 Timothy 3, 14- I 5, THIS I write 
that one may know how to behave oneself in the House 
of God. " It is a true saying, if a man desire the 
office of a bishop." \Vhy say the office of a bishop? 
There is no word office. vVhen God wants to speak 
to us of office He uses a word to express office. 
God's \Vord, like God's works, is far too precise, and 
is indeed too really the Word of God for us to allow 
the importation of terms that destroy the word that 
God uses, and thus we read, ' 1 If any one desires over­
sight : 11 that is, if anyone earnestly stretches Rfter, 
which is the force of the word II desires." It is not a 
mere wish, but it is a wish in energy, as D:tvid says, 
" One thing have I desired of the Lord, thnt will l seek .. 
to obtain." I do not know how you find it, but I find 
myself desiring a great many things, and never seeking-­
to obtain. God help us to be like David ; we want to 
have the spirit to seek to obtain our desire. That is 
the word hert!. "If any one carneslly stretches after 
oversight," no office of a bishop at all, it is oversight, 
or hishop-work. '• If any one earnestly stretches after 
oversight he desireth a good II office? Is that it? 
Look at it ; " He desirelh a g-ood work ; '' and the 
word "good " here is different from the word " good" 
as found in Romans 5 for example, "peradventure for 



5 

a good man some would even dare to die." A good 
man, you know, is different from a righteous man. If 
a man, for example, is a righteous g-rocer, and you are 
buying from him, say, a pound of tea, he will give you 
sixteen ounces for the pound ; but it he is a golld man, 
and you are a poor person, and ) ou go in for a penn) -
worth, he n1ay give you three-hallpence worth for the 
penny ; for he is a good m;1n. Peradventure for a good 
man ; they will �ay, '' That is a good man, I will die 
instead of him." But that is not the word here. This 
word in connection with work, the work of overseeing 
is, •' he desireth be"utif ul work." ) t is the same word 
as is applied to '' The Go<'d Shepherd," and everywhere 
and anyhow you look at Him as the Shepherd He is 
beautiful just like a precious stone the more you turn 
it over in the sunshine, the more beautiful it becomes. 
So is the work of overseeing, it is heautif ul work. But 
it is a very humble, io�ignificant. office, and because it 
is in fact no office at all, but diligent, laborious, beart­
taxing, str�ngth-taxing, love-proving work, the Lord 
holds out at the end of the course a crown of glory to 
him that does the shepherd work ; and none but shep­
herds will get from Him '' the crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." 

" A bishop [ or, the bishop], then, must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife.'' That does not mean he 
must be a married n1an. The rt: were men then who 
were not husbands of one wife, C\'en as still in a part 
of British dominion (in the l�land o.f l\'lauritius, for 
example) you will g-et a man living and there are tbree 
or four women in that place whom he has had ji,ined to 
him in marriage, and whom he has, with the consent 
of British rule, divorced, so contrary to the mind of 
God ; and that is what this word here means, it was to 
save fron1 the then prevailing custom. that alas I yet 
prevails to the disgrace of British dominion, �s I have 
cited, And to �how you this the more clearly: Let me 
suppr se here is a brother ; he is a married man, and 
he has care put in his he;1rt of Goel to shepherd the 
flock of God; he goes in and out amonJ.r 1·he saint:--. an<l 
!!>lands before them in the Lord beautifully ; verily, he 
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is unquestionably a shepherd. 1 t pleases Gou at I he 
end of ten years of his shepherd work to take his 
beloved partner home to l-lirnself before He takes him. 
l\lust that brother de.!-ist from �hepherd work because 
God ha!- mnde him a widower? Must he indeed take 
unto himself another wife, in order tlu1t he may exercise 
himself in 5hepherd work? I trow not ; and all that 
God is here saying in connection with the fitness of the 
bishop is :-if he be married he will be the husband of 
but one woman; "vig'ilant, sober, of good behaviour, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach-." That does not 
mean he shall be able of necessity to st;.ind and PUBUCL\'

tell out the mind of God as in Christ Jesus for His 
saints. " J\ pt to teach" means he shall be ready, quick 
of scent to give godly counsel when conferrtd with by 
any of the lambs, or the little sheep, or the sheep of the 
flock of God If I were asked f o prove this l would 
point to 1 Timothy 5. 17 1 where a di�tinction is 1nnde 
betwixt those who are overseers and those of them who 
specially Jabour in the word and doctrine, that is, in 
word and teaching. Chapter 3. 3 : '' not given to 
wine, no striker, but patient. 11• '' Not a brawle ·r, not 
covetous [ that is, not fond of money], one that ruleth 
well his own house, having his children in subjection 
with all gravity." That does not mean Lhat a man in 
whose heart God has put earnest care, and has a wife, 
if in the will of God he is not ble!-sed in grace with 
children, therefore he must desist from shepherding, 
from doing over�ight work ; neither does it mean that 
if, as sometimes happens, God has blessed a man wilh 
children, and by-and-by, as he is going en in his labours 
for the Lord in bishop-work, with acceptance and 
accredance of God, God takes his children from him by 
death, that he must desist from overseeing- work 
because it hath pleased Goel to deprive him of his �hil­
clrcn·. No one would say so. Therefore, the meaning 
of Goel is clear. that if he has children he shall be '' one 
thaat ruleth well his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity, bl.It [ or, for] if one know 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take c::1re 

• The words thal follow are left oul in the Revised Ver'iion

correctly. 
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of a church o( God." Verse 6: '' not a no\'ice [not a 
new plant, not one newly come to The Failh ], lest being 
lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation [or, 
judgement] of the Devil. Moreover, he ,must have a 
g-ood rt'port from them that are without, lest he fall into 
reproach and the �nare of the Devil." The judgement 
of the Devil and the snare of the Devil, as spoken of in 
I Timolhy 3., are the judgement and the snare into 
which the Devil himself fell. This snare of the Devil 
is not to be confused with, or thought to be the same 
as the snare of the Devil spoken of in 2 Timothy 2. :

for that snare of the Devil is a snare laid by the Devil. 

Here is God's standard ; let him bring himself lip to 
this standard ; let him have a care to sec whether he is 
vigilant, sober, etc. ; a man who by reason of use has 
his senses exercised to discern both good and evil ; a 
man that brings the word of God down to his own feet ; 
a man that brings the word of God down to his own 
hands ; a man that brings the word of Goel clown to his 
own thoug-hts ; a man that brings the word of God 
down to his own wishes ; a uian who uses the Scriptures, 
and who, by reason of use of the Scriptures in every 
cirde of life, is a man using the Scriptures in his spirit, 
on his spirit ; in his soul, on his soul ; in his body, on 
his body ; and so has his senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil. Why are th,e children of God so 
far behind in discerning right from wrong? Jt is 
because they do not have their senses exercised .through 
reason of use. They hear the Scriplures, but what 
practical use do they make of them? God help any 
who thus seek to do oversight work so to be and do. 
The me-n whom God precludes from stretching them­
selves fl,rward to oversight work are such as answer 
to the word '' novice, 11 '' newly come lo The Faith," 
which simply is a n�w plant; all men who are not 
novices, all who are not new plants, all having the 
moral character of I Timothy 3., may with earnest care 
in their hearts, for the g-lory of Goel, aspire to st.retch 
earnestly forward to doing the beautiful work of ov�r­
sig-ht. 

God hns gh·en a beautiful picture that helps i11 the 



s 

understanding of this. Tur'n with me lo Zechnriah 3. :

the first five verses arc well known through being- sea 
often preached from in the Gospel, which they so aptly 
!-et forth; I do not stay to speak thereof, but read 
verses 6 and 7, as showing what God expects shall 
follow conversion. Zechariah 3. 6 and 7 : ' 1 And the 
angel of the Loni pro1ested unto Joshua saring-, thus 
sailhJehovah of Hosts." Oh! the beauty of this intro­
duction, •• Jehovah of 1-IOSTS." I le has plenty who 
would gladly do His will, and yet He says to us, such 
as have heart to perfnrm oversight work-'' Thus saith 
Jehovah of Hosn-; If thou wilt walk in l\Iy ways, and 
if thou wilt keep .My chaq;t?, tlzr11 thou shalt also judge 
My lll,use, and shall also keep J\ily courts, and I wiH 
give thee places lo walk an1ong these that stand by." 

vVhy are the courts of God's House to-day not kept?' 
\Vhy is the House of God not judged to-day after the 
mind of G,,d? Because in chief, the men who .tre 
stretching themselves forward in the exercise of over­
seer work have never learned firstly themselves to wnlk 
in the ways of the Lord and to keep His charge, Hence 
their slackness, hence their dimness of vision, ht!nce 
their failing- to discern right from wrong; whereµ.s God 
precludes all such from overseership, and wants such 
as would be overseeing men to wnlk firstly in 11 is ways, 
to keep 11 is charge firstly, and then thus adorning the 
doctrine of God as to His ways and llis chnrge, they 
are fitted also to jud�e in His House, and also to keep 
His courts. so that none shall come into the House but 
such as He would have broughl in. 

, Thess. 5. 12, 13. give us words from God to the 
rank and file of His flock, that is to say, words to such 
as nre not themselves ov�rseeing ones, and words that 
by God are me:'i.nt to teach these how to behsl\·e them­
se1ves towards those that are indeed over!oieeing ones 
Hccording to lhe mind of God. '' And we beseech you, 
brethren, T.0 KNO\\' them which Li\OCH'R among you and 
are OVER you in the Lord, and admonish you, and lo

esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake." 
Not their office's sake, but their work's snke. They 



labour among you, they are over you (or stand before 
you) in the Lord. 

There are some to-day Lhat would be acknowledged 
over saints, Lhnt cannot be acknowledged, for they are 
not in the Lord in their ways. \ Vhat is this word 1 'are 
.over ,,? It is the word of I Tim. 3. : "rulelh.,, But
what does it 1nean that such "are over"? Jt simply 
1neans who stand before you, who stand before you in 
the Lord. They say, brethren and sisters, this is the 
way, we are ourselves examples of the flock, follow us, 
follow us who are over you, that is, who stand before 
you in the Lord and admonish you. " Esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. 11 

How may we know if we have got bishops? 

You will know then1 if they do the work ; and God 
only holds us responsible to recognise Lhen1 as Lhey 
manifest themselves by doing the work. If they do 
not do the work, we may not, in the fear of the Lord, 
encourage them in paths of sinfulness by accounting 
them fit to be recognised as overseeing ones. Then 
follow words from verse 14 to 22, to the overseeing men 
themselves. From verse 14 to verse 22 there are 
words given from God to the overseeing men. Let us 
read the I 4th verse : "Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that arc unruly." What is the word unruly? 
lt is a military term. It means literally "not keeping 
rank" ; but if the overseers themselves are not keeping 
1·ank, if the overseers themselves have been going on 
1narching according to the bidding of the Lord for a time, 
and after a time have got wearied of His path of separa­
tion, wearied of the reproach of Christ, and seek Lo go 
back and mingle with that from out of which they were 
brought professed]y by the call of the Lord Christ, how 
.are they able to warn others that do not keep rank? 
And if they go out of Lhe rank themselves in a body, or 
even individually, shall the saints of God follow them 
who are themselves not keeping rank? God forbid. 

This 14th verse is an exhortation to those that are 
.over others in the Lord, for clid we not see the exhorta­
tion in \'erse 12 was lo Lite brethren to know Lhose who 
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admonish them ? The word admonish is the same as 
the word warn, 

In verse 14 it is clearly a word to Lhe overseeing men. 
From verse 14 to 22 Lhere are fourteen things enumer­
ated that overseeing men ought themselves to be found 
doing as overseeing ones. And more than that, each 
and all of these fourteen things, if you read them care­
fully, you will discern, are things which overseeing men 
are not to do individually. They are things that over­
seeing men are to do unitedly after holy conference 
with one another, unitedly carrying out in the fear, and 
at the bidding of the Lord Christ, whatever is His wilL 
in the given matter on hand. 

It would be to me delig-h Lful, and to you, I doubt not>

it would be profitable, to dwell on each of these fourteen 
things mentioned in r Thess. 5., but time quite forbids 
us attempting that. Let us turn to Hebrews 13. 7 : 
"Remember them that have the rule over you." These 
words "that have the rule over" are the transl at ion of 
one word that simply means ''leading." '• Remember 
them leading" (or, as some would render it, "Remem­
ber them that led you,") for you know that while in 
this country the shepherds most commonly drive the 
sheep before them, in the Eastern lands, from whence 
the Lord's pictures are taken, the shepherd walks 
before the flock, and leads them after him. 

'' Remember them that have spoken unto you the 
word of God." I have nrnrvelled at times how saints 
remember you when things are going well with them. 
When one comes to them and tells them the mind of 
God, they hang upon one's lips, they take in th� word 
of God with such delight, many even go the length of 
expressing their gratitude to God, and to the speHker; 
but when things are not going so favourably with the 
same people, ofttimes they care not one whit for what 
he says. Compare Gal. 4. 1 r- 1 8. 

\Vhat though Ile spake of· God with acceptc-1nce to, 
them in day.s gone by ; what though he told them the 
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truth in dnys gone by, they set at nou�hl such ns lher 
gladly followed so clearly in the Lord before. 

11 Remember [saith God] those who have spoken unto 
you the word of God, c0nsidering the end of their con­
versation"-considering the drift of their manner of 
life ; what is the issue of their manner of behaviour ; 
whether seeking to make n1erchandise of you, whether 
leading you after themselves, or after Christ, to whole­
hearted obedience to Him, or to cleave to Him with 
purpose of heart. i\ncl yet it is astonishing how twisted 
is the hearing of saints when they hear the truth of God. 
As I reme1nber hearing a well-known servant of the­
Lord tell publicly in the town wht!re, as a lad, I listenetl 
to His ministry. He said, "When I used to hear So­
and-So tea.:h the truths of God for His people's present 
obedience, I thought the meaning of it all was, 'Come 
aud join the Brethren.' But it flashed upon my under­
standing that when God converted me to l-1 imself, and 
I became a son of His by faith in Christ Jesus, [ became 
by new birth a member of 1-1 is family, and so was joined 
to, and indeed was, one of THE BRETHREN. Then I said, 
\Vhat do they mean? And the word of the Lord 
answered, 'Go forth unto Him without the camp (Heb. 
13. ). And so soon as I understood it wns to g-o forth
unto Jesus Christ as Lord, I ran frott'l the camp of
ecclesiasticism according to man, out unto 'Jesus only/
and when I got to Him I found a whole lot of brothers
and sisters who had got there before me, Hallelujah ! "

That is it, beloved. ,vhen his own heart and his 
own vision were made clear and strong he heard aright, 
he understood aright, and he got right. 

Yes, there is a gathering to Him to-day. Are you

,vitb l-lim? Have you come out from the camp? For 
if not, understand this : " He that is not \VITH • l\1e, is 
against .Me .• 

, You may fe;i.r Him, you may love Him,
but if you are not with l-lim you are against Him. 
1

' And he th"t g-athereth not with Me scattereth abroad.'" 
Are you with 1-1 im? Thank God. Are you gathering 
with Him, child of God? If you are not with 1-i im .,
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understand you are against Ilim. If you arc not• 
gathering with Him, you are scattering. 

Heb. 13. 17: "Obey them that have the rule over

you, and submit yourselves; tor they watch for your 
souls." Thal is the work of the bishop, he is lo be a 
watcher for souls ; he is to be as far as in him lies a 
speaker of the word of God, a man whose 1nanner of 
life will lead unto Christ, who will lead lo whole-hearted 
devotion to the will of God as in Christ Jesus. 

Obey them, collectively together. Brethren aspiring 
to do oversight work take care to act togelher, take 
care never to appear before the saints with divided 
judgement. "Obey them that have the rule over you, 
anJ submit yourselves ; for they watch for your souls 
as they that must give accot1nt." That is their work­
they watch for souls as they that must give account. 
They look on the lambs, th� little sheep, and the sheep 
of Lhe flock as the Lord speaks of His family in John 
21., and they look on them as being responsible to the 
Chief Shepherd for each one. Think you that David 
went out afLer the lion that took away the lamb, for th� 
prowess of killing the lion? Nay, verily. He went 
out after the lion for the joy of delivering the lamb. 
God h�lp you, brt!thren, to keep the lambs out of the 
lion's mouth, and out of Lhe paw of the bear. 

Seek the lambs of the flock, defend, and protect 
them, guide them, and feed them. For it is the shep­
herd that feeds, who is the shepherd that leads, and I le 
is the shepherd that bleeds for the flock of God, 

Verse 2-1- : " Salute all then1 that have the rule over 
you." Do not be afraid of giving to such as are 
labouring among you high esteem, this God would have 
you do, and that for their work's sake. 

What we have said about the bishops, we trust will 
�e enough in the grace of God lo show who the persons 
:u·e, and what their work is. They are persons who 
are converted to Goel, not novices, aud who, with 
earnest care put into their hearts, stretch forwnrd to 
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oversee lhe flock of God, and they seek to make Lhem­
selves the persons having the character of I Tim. 3.

1 

then they seek lo do lhe fourteen thing-s spoken of in 
1 Thess. 5. : " Warn tl1e unruly," etc., and they speak 
the ,vord of God, they live an exemplary life, they are 
exan1ples of the flock of God, they watch for souls as 
they that 1nust give account, they tell the saints the 
mind of God unitedly that they may be obeyed in tht! 
Lord, they do the ,vork of diligent labour among the 
saints and thus becon1e known to the saints, loved by 
the saints, esteemed by the saints, and submitted to by 
the saints. Such are bishops, and such is their work, 
and such is their present place in the will of Goel, 
whereas their reward is that crown of glory He will 
give to shepherd ones only. 

For Deacons, turn, please, to I Tim. 3. 8 : "Like­
wise must the deacons be grave, not double-tongued, 
not given td tnuch wine, not greedy of filthy lucre''; 
that is '' of base gain." They would not get any 
advantage at the expense of anolher- '' not greedy of 
base gai11." J t is not money merely. It is gain that is 
baseful, low, conten1ptible, unrighteous gain. "Not 
greedy of base g-ain, holding the mystery of q'he Faith in 
a pure (a clean] conscience. And let these also first be 
proved ; then let the1n use the office of a deacon." 

These six English words "use the oflice of a deacon," 
n1ay be translated, as elsewhere in the New Testament 
the word often is translated, by five letters of lhe 
English language which are s-e-r-v-e, '' then let them 
serve." There is no office about the deacon any more 
than there is· office about the bishop. \Ve said when 
God wan ls to speak about office he does it; for example 
in Romans 12. God uses a word to �xpress office there, 
and if God wan led to speak of office in connection with 
this, Ile would have used it. Don't be trifled with, 
saints of God, understand what word God uses, '' and 
let these also serve." '' Even so, women ;" not 
'' wives," not'' their wives,'' but it is women who may 
be deaconesses as we shall show presently. "Even so, 
women, grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all 
things. 11 Then he goes back to deacons, you sc�. 



" Let deacons be husbands of one wifo." If he had 
spoken about their wives, he would not introduce the 
cl�acon again and his wife. 

It is all in the range of deaco11ship. " Let the 
deacons be the husbands of one wife. 11 And so 
deaconesses wives of one husband. " Let the deacons 
be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well." The same word ''ruling.'' 
Standing beautifully before. "For they that have 
USED THE OFFICR OF A DEACON." 

These six English words are simply translatable (if in 
truth the word of God were translated) into a word of 
si� English letters s-e-r-v-�-d. '' For they that have 
served ,;veil [ that is, they that have served beautifully l 
purchase to themselves a good degree and great bold­
ness in The Faith which is in Christ Jesus.'' 

The word "deacon'' is a Greek word. Eng1ishized. 
The word "deacon," like the word "baptize'' in the 
New Testament, is an untranslated Greek word, which 
word, when tran�lated, is minister, servant, as else­
where it is sometimes translated ; for example, Matt. 
20. the first occurrence of the word "deacon." Matt.
20. 26, last part of l he verse : " Whosoever is great
among you, let him be your minister;" that is, your
servant.

John 2. 5: " llis mother saith unlo Lhe SERVANTS�

what..;oever lie saith unto you, do." Verse g : " \.Vhen 
the ruler of the feast h�cl tasted the waler that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was (but the 
SERVANTS which drew the water knew), the governor of 
the feast c<1lled the bridegroom,'' and so on. The word 
"servants" in verses 5 and g is the translation of the 
same word we get i11 1 Tim. 3. deacon, and is the word 
in Matt. 20. It is c.leri vec.l from a word thn t means to 
serve. The radical thoug-ht, the stem, th� branch, and 
the fruit thought of the word deacon is SERVANT.

Look for a moment at Acts 6. The word deacon 
occurs 30 times in l he New Testament, and if any one 
here present thinks that [ am making an unjust selection 
you arc at liberty to call me in question while I am 



speaking. It will be no interruption to me, and it need 
not be to the meeting-. We Affirm from first to last of 
the word it is ever radicnlly in its meaning- and sig'nifi­
.cation, service. Acts 6. 2: "Then the twelve [Apostlesl 
called lhe multitude of the disciples unto them, and 
�aid. ' It is not pleasing [the word is " pleasin�," not 
"reason''] that we should leave the word of God and 
�crve tables.'" The word '' serve'' here is part of the 
word " deacon." " vVherefore, brethren, look ye out 
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may nppoint over this 
need. But we will give ourselves continually to prarer 
and to the ministry (that is, to the service) of the word." 

Turn ag-ain to I Cor. 3: 5: '' Who, then, is Paul, and 
who Apollos, but mini�ters by \Vh0m ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every man." The word '' rninisters'' 
here is the word "deacon"; they were deacons. 

You know to-day the word deacon is thoug-ht by 
-so1ne to be an ecclesiastical officer whose business it is 
to care for the temporal matters of a church, but the 
word "deacon," as God uses it, while it covers that, 
,distinctly means such diligent labourers in the m1nic;try 
of the word as were the Apostle Paul and Apollos. 
They were deacons who carried to them the truth of 
God, a,,d through whose deaconing these Corinthians 
l1ad believed. 

Turn back now to Romans, please. Rom. 15. S : 
"Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision, for the truth of God to confirm the pro­
mises made unto the fathers. 11 The word " minister" 
l1ere is the word" deacon, 11 Jesus Christ was a deacon
of the circumcision for the truth of God. He deaconised 
the truth of God, and confirmed the promise of God in 
His deacon work. 

Rom. 16. 1 : "I commend unto you Phebe, our 
-sister, who is a .servant of the Church which is in 
Cenchrea. '' The word "servant" is "deacon. 11 Phebe 
was a deacon, or, ns nn Englishman would more 
<:orrectly express it, she was a deacoaes� of the church 
that was in Cenchrea. I Jenee it is, I judge, lhat \\'e 



have lhe words in I Tim. 3., leaching how the deacon 
man and the cleaoon woman are lo behave themselves 
in the House of God. 

Mark, the word deac(.111, as traced in all its occurrences 
in the Scriptures, teaches that the service is of a public, 
or seen, character. \Ve speak of it chiefly in connection 
with the llouse of Goel, Church of the Living God, for 
the person who is allowed lo open the door and to put 
persons into their places in the room or hall where a 
church of God is wont to have meetings, that person is 
a deacon, and that person ought not to be allowed to 
do such work unless he or she is a person answeriog to 
the description given in I Tim. 3. ; as to deacons and 
denconesses ; nay, more, should in no wise be allowed 
to distribute hymn books at the door of the meeting­
place, unless he or she has th� requisite charact�,­
attaching to public service in connection with an 
assembly of God. 

Thus a man may not be allowed lo give out a hymn 
in a meeting who lacks the character of a deacon 
�numerated in I Timothy 3. ; a man may not be allowed 
to 1ead in prayer who lacks the character of I Tim. 3. ; 
nor any allowed to open their mouth in coonectiot r with 
the gospel who lack the character of I Tim. 3. 

Would God that His deacon ones and His bishop 
ones understood this: then much that prevails and 
obtains to-day would be stamped out, and we shou1d 
have a ministry in the power of fellowship with God 
from the deacon ones, not necessarily old men, as is the 
ca�e in I do 1rot know how many places, and it is the 
same old men from one year's end to another. How is 
that? Why do the young men uncover their heads? 
If they have no exercised heart about pleasing II im who 
is the Lord and Christ, better they should keep their 
hats on, lik� the women. 

But if there be nn exercised heart to do what the Lord 
would have them do, let us str�nglhen these brethren 
to understand that they are in the way of the Lord. 
Let then, learn to stand before the Hock ; to be :..n 



example of the flock. If the Lord does not come im­
mediately we shall be gone, and who are to deaconise? 
\Vhy 1 

they who with us have been led out and on in the 
way in the fear of the Lord. 

But let it be in His fear, and not by doing anything 
to fill a gap. Better to have a gap that brings down to 
tears before God, than to have it filled up by a fleshly 
act to the grieving of the Holy Spirit in oneself, and 
the quenching of the Holy Spirit in another. 

And lel the saints be careful not to discourage the 
Timothv-like one (Acts 16. 1-5), which often is done 
through want of thought, as, alas I sometimes also by 
want of heart. The accepted and desired lahourer may 
also help, since he forgets not how at first he too 
�h,mmered, and even failed to put his words together 
as he wished and now manage�. M'other or teacher 
does not upbraid the irregular stitches, etc., in the work 
of the one they se,ek to bring on to usefulness. 

" 1f aking a difference0 obtains all through the affairs 
of I ife and in the " things of our Lord Jesus Christ,•· 
even nature itself teaches much. He therefore who is 
in the mind of the Master will gladly acknowledge, 
•' She has done what she could." 

To Lhe elder sister who is acting out Titus 2. : he 
who is on the n1ind of the Master will say, " God bless 
Jou, sister, and keep you from gossip and slander-God 
help you to be faithful in all things." 

Oh, beloved, it is a heart knitting, a soul joining, 
and a feet quickening work to pray the one tor the 
other, by name to the Lord, by name to go over the 
gathering one by one, and if any need to do this, surely 
such as claim to be overseeing one!-- should be intensely 
c;,.reful to see that thus they do, and they of whom. and 
for wht,m, we have spoken to our God, if it should he 
that we go to spenk to these about their doings or thcit· 
rr1is-doings, WC' will do it in the fear and love of the Lord. 

Why docs the Lord preclude the novice fr0m the 
bishopric? It is lest he fall into the snare of the Devil. 
11 is for the blessing of the newly planted Christian. 
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\Vhy does the Lord call all to deacon work? John 
12. 26: 11 If any man serve Me"-if nny man deacon 
�le-if any man cleaconise Me-" let him follow Me : 
.and where I am, there shall also My deacon be : if any 
n1an serve Me, him will My Father honour." Why is 
there a call to deacon work for one and all in the flock 
of God, men and women of the flock of God ? The 
Lord designs our blessing, brethren, for "if any man 
deac0n Me, My servant will be where I am, and �1y 
Father will honour him." He wants us to be honoured 
of His Father: He wants us to have His hlessed com­
panion�hip, and therefore be wants the men and the 
women in a church of God to be deacon-ones. vVho, 
then, are deacons? Such as Seek to serve the Lord 
Christ, being the persons who honestly strive to answer 
to the description of deacon given in I Tim. 3. 

Shall we seek to ordain deacons? Shall we seek to 
elect them? Shall we seek to appoint them? Jf we 
do, let us know that in thus doing we are n1isbehaving 
.ourselves, for unto deacon work being done the word 
of the Lord has been given in I Tim. 3. that we may 
know how to behave ourselves in the House of Goel, 
which is the Assembly of the Living God. He who 
would c.leaconise, or serve the Lord Christ, must be one 
who is to be careful that he is '' not double tongued," 
not one thing in the church and another thing- in the 
home, not one thing in the religious circle, and another 
thing in the world circle, not one thing to the saints' 
face and <\nother thing to the saints' back, not double 
tongued, not two tongued ; '' not greedy of base gain," 
would never say a word about another to advantage 
himself; would never do a thing against another to set 
off himself; '' holding- the mystery of The Faith in a 
pure conscience" careful as to what he does, that he 
does not depart from the way of The Faith, c�reful t ·hat 
his temper, and his words, and his ways, all exemplify 
The Faith ; so to chl that if he is married aud has a 
house he is standing beautifully before his house: Lhat 
he is an example of the believers in speech, in manner 
of life, in purity, in·purz'ty, in PURITY. God knows how 
much that is wanted even among I Iis people to-clny. 



l\lay we be jealously careful, beloved saints, in eacb 
church of God, which is teeming with privileges of the 
mosl sacr�d character, and because teeming with such 
privileges is teeming with terrible temptations, against 
the which, if we be not fortified through the grace and 
truth of God in our heart, if we be not careful to main­
tain·a clean conscience, we shall terribly, awfully fnll, 
and inst�ad of adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things, we shall cause it to be evil spoken ·of 
because of our ungodliness. That God may forbid 
such, and help us to be such as He would have us, let 
us now �nd ever pray. 

----------------- ------------

QUESTION. Does the "public" rharncler of dencon se,·vice 
;usli/y a -:i•o111a11 lo speak i11 public, or al meetings for ladies only? 

ANSWER. 1 Tim. 3. 14, says that the entire epistle was written 
to teach how to behave in the House of God, And by chapter 
:2, the woman is not allowed to teach, nor to exercise herself as 
man, but to be in silence. Then in Cor. 14. 33, 34, it is written, 
"As i11 ALL the churches [assemblies] of the saints" let the 
women (not your women, see R,V.) keep silence in the churches 
(assemblies) for it is not pt>rmittcd unto them to speak, whiC'h is 
allowed to the prophets, verse 29. Yea, for the doing of which, 
Paul thanked God that he excelled every other one. And yel 
the world has been asked lo believe that this speaking of 1 Cor. 
14. (it is the same word all through the chapter) is "chattering''
and such like. Fancy Paul thanking God because he chattered
in a tongue more than all! Or the prophets told that they might
chatter, but the women not ! ! !

But it is argued, "women prnphesied," and prophesying means 
to pr�ach, and therefore, a woman may preach the gospel or 
preach in a public meeting. Taking those wbo say so on their 
own ground, we ha.ve the distinct word of the Lord that '' Prophe­
sying serveth NOT for them that believe not, but FOR them that 
believe.'' ( 1 eor. 14. 23,) \Ve suppose (hat no born again 
person, i.e., no Christian, will contend that "the gospel servelh 
not for them that believe not," The conclusion here is inevitably 
distinct. Is it not? 

The "at home" sphere for Christian women is taxing enough 
for such as are spiritual without their exercising themselves as 
man, The picture of which i8 Deut. :.12. 5, read in the light of 
Rom. 15. 4. 
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In Titus 2. lhal which becomes sound doctrine j-. enjoined 
upon '' ng-e<l w0me1.1,'' who are exhorted to cause llie young 
W('men to bd SllUer, <'r discreetly minded, an<l to be " home 
W\lrkers.'' (110/ ket'pers Ht home) which homework is beautifully 
sel forth in, for cxampl�, lhe "goats' h;1 ir curtain doubled over 
the forefront of G'-,d's tabernacle-dwelling." For yet the woman 
has her work and sphere of honl.)ur from God, And, as in Jsrael, 
lhe wist>, willing--hcarlecl woman spun at home �uch as I h� Lord 
wanted; so to-di4y He brings her work, though not her�elf, into 
p11h1icity. And thus "Her own works will he her praise in the 
Gates." 

The wuman professing �odliness is exhorted lo be adornl!d 
with good works. And was not 0,H·Ca"I so adorned, Acts. 9. 39? 
Is not :,,he, too, thus adorned, who fills up her own account, 
1 Tim. 5. 10 with Phil. 4. 17? 

Bul then, did not some women help, or labour with Paul in the 
Gospel? They did. And what they did, EVERY ONE in the 
church at Philippi was exho,·ted lo do. See chapter I. 27th 
verse. Does any one think, believe, or say, that each and nil 
were exp<:cted to publicly preach? \Ve trow not. \Veil; plea�� 
understand that ALL were charged to do \\ hateve,· lhe�e women 
had dont", nnd this in connection with" The Failh o'f the gospel." 
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What Is The Bible? 

'ff\OURTLESS, to some minds, to· go outside the 
W Bible which we have in our hands in our own 

tongue to-day for evidence that it is from God, 
would be a most interesting and, perhaps, desirable 
thing, especially in this day, when The Faith is being 
increasingly corrupted and perverted by Satan. and by 
his ministers (2 Gor. 11. bids us not to wonder at what 
they are doing) ;- and not only do· they seek to have 
The Faith perverted and corrupted, sad and disastrous 
as that is, but they are endeavouring with redo.ubled 
energy to destroy the very foundations thereof, and to 
shake the confidence of men in this book as being what 
it is-the Word of God. It- has pleased _God often-­
times to brin_g to nought the wisdom of learned and. 
philosophical men when they have trusted and boasted 
to have unc\ermined the authority of such a bu) warlc 'of 
The Faith as, for example, the book of Daniel. No 
part of God's word has been more bitterly and 
ptrsistently assailed than has the book of Daniel the 
prophet. One of Great Britait1's brightest scholars· 
spent the best of his days in writing a book of 700 pages 
to establish-what do you think? To meet the blatant. 
assertion C'f the sceptic, the infidel·, that the musical 
instruments mentioned in the book bf Daniel the 
prophet were unknown in the worJd in the time in which 
Daniel is said to have lived. And whei1 he has written 
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his book. nnd established the fact beyond controversy, 
what has he done ? He has only n1ct the assertion of 
the sceptic and the infidel, and has not drawn from one 
of them a line of apology l 

There is a saying yet quoted by some {for s01ne will 
not take shame and some cannot be made to blush ; 
some seem as if they could not be muzzled. as Titus 1,

13, calls upon the servants of God to do with false 
teachers), up till some forty y.ears ago, because 
Herodotus, who is called the father of secular history, 
attributed the glories of Babylon to another rather than 
to Nebuchadnezzar, of whom indeed he speaks nothing 
at all, the learned in this and other lands proudly 
boasted-that is, those who were sceptical-that such 
a person as Nebuchadnezzar had never Ii ved, and they 
based their assertion on what Herodotus had written.* 
Well, then, as for Herodotus and his reliability as a 
faithful historian-which, till some thirty years ago, 
was continually in the forefront with the sceptical 
learned ones of this land and the Continent of Europe­
when Layard went out yonder to the ancient site of 
Babylon, and began with his excavators to dig into the 
earth, what did he bring up? Brick after brick, on 
each one of which is stamped "Nebuchadnezzar, the 
son of Nabopalassor," and n1en opened their eyes and 
their mouths and said-" Daniel is true after all." Yet 
for hundreds of years there were some who were made 
to question the veracity of the book of Daniel as being 
inspired, and because a bit of sun-dried clay is brought 
up from the earth men are convinced by that, rather 

• Like as others h;1.ve based their assertions on what Porphyry
said, who is one of the earliest and most celebrated sceptics the 
present dispensation has seen, that the book of Daniel could not 
have been written in the lime in which Daniel is said to have 

.lived. He held, forsooth, that the book of Daniel described 
things so minutely that no person could have written them unless 
they had lived in the days of the wicked Antiocbus Epiphanes. 
\Vhal is God's answer to that? 300 years before the Christ was 
born, and 100 years before Anliochus Epiphanes was born, the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. as we have them to-dny, from 
Genesis to Malachi, with the book of Daniel among them, were 
scattered throughout the known world, and by this God silences 
the ;1sc;ertion of Porphyry; which, alas! some to-day are found 
quoting in their writings. 
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than by whnt all along has stood and will stand the 
assaults of the evil ones ; albeit there may be some who 
will have their confidence only established in the book 
by such manner of evidence. 

I do not to-night intend at all to touch on that line 
of external evidence that God has been pleased in His 
mercy to allow to come to the forefront giving, as it 
were, a witness side by side with His revelation in the 
Scriptures that they are from God. Indeed, I wish 
rather to-night, in answering the question, '' What is 
the Bible?" to stand behind the book, yea, to. stand 
behind the Speaker of the book, and be the echoer of 
that which He says. 

In the time when the blessed Lord Jesus went in and 
out among men the Scriptures of the Old Testament 
were as we have them, and without the Apocrypha. 
We know that the Apocrypha, which is in the Bible of 
the Romish Church, is not inspired of God ; we know 
it from Daniel's seventy weeks, of which we spoke a 
litle last night ; * and not only from that, but we know 
from the testimony of the blessed Lord Jesus and His 
holy prophets that the books of the Old Testament, 
from Genesis to Malachi, as we have them to-day, were 
known, and used, and accepted, and presented by Him 
and by them as being the complete revelation of the 
mind of God, so far as they go, being the Old 
Testament expressed in the books from Genesis to 
Malachi. In His day the Old Testament was divided 
into three sections, commonly known as the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms. They so stand or fall 
together, as I hope presently to show you, that if the 
Lord quotes a saying from the Law He gives it as a 
saying from the Scriptures ; if be quotes from the 
Prophets it is as from the Scriptures ; if He quotes a 
saying from the Psalms He gives that saying also as 
from the Scriptures ; for whether it be the Law, the 
Prophets, or the Psalms they stand or fall together, 
they were one complete whole, which the Lord again 
and ;:1gain called and presented and spoke of to those 
who listened to Him as being 1

' the Scriptures." 

"' See II The Coming Again of the Lord Jesus Christ.'' 



4 

Turn with me now, that you may see this, to the 
Gospel according to Matthe,w. Matthew 21, 42 :. 
"Jesus saith unto them, 'Did ye never read in the 
Scriptures : The ston� which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the head of the corner : this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvelJous in our eyes?'" The 
only place in the Old Testament where these words 
occur is Psalm 118, yet the Lord speaks of thatsaying 
of •the Scriptures as a part of the whole. He says, 
" Did ye never read in the Scriptures?" He does not. 
define to the people to whom He spoke what the 
Scriptures were. When He used the term·" the Scrip­
tures," there was something raised in their minds; He 
did not define His words ; He simply asked the 
question, "Did ye never read in the Scriptures ?" 
Nobody asked Him, "What meanest Thou by the 
Scriptures?'' What He ·meant they well knew, and 
what He says as from the Scriptures and in the Scrip .. 
tures was to be found only in Psalm 118. 

In Matt 22 1 29: "Jesus answered and said unto 
them, ' Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God. For in the resurrectfon they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven. But as touching the resurrection of 
the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto 
you by God ? 1 11 Mark well, '' not knowing the Scrip­
tures"-" have you not read that which was spolten unto 
you by God?'' What relation have the Scriptures to 
God? What relation has God to the Scciptures? He 
gives no definition ; He gives no explanation ; He 
speal<s about the Scriptures; He asks them if they did 
not know what the Scriptures say;· and wl1en He 
appeals to the Scriptures He says: " Have ye not 
read what God spoke to you?" '' Where ?" '' God 
spoke to you in the Scriptures, saying, ' I arn the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.' God is not the God of flie dead·, but of the 
living." These words are only found in the book of 
Exodus, chap. 3. They are a quotation from the book 
of the Law, yet the Lord speaks of them as being part 
and parcel of the Scriptures, which Scriptures, He 
says, are the voice of God to you. 
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These words were spoken to M.oses, yet He does not 
stay to argue, He does not stay to explain, He does 
not stay to define; He simply makes the positive state­
ment, -' God speaks to you in the Scriptures," and the 
Scriptures in which God here speaks are a saying from 
the book of the Law. 

Matt. 26, 54, says : " How then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled that thus it must be? But all this 
was done that the Scriptur�s of the prophets might be 
fulfilled." 

Thus the Lord, in speaking to those that heard Him, 
as here recorded in Matthew, speaks of a saying in the 
book of Psalms, a saying from the book of the Law1

and things spoken of in the book of the Prophets as 
being alike the Scriptures. 

Turn now to the Gospel according. to John, 19, 24 ,: 
'' They said therefore among themselves, ' Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it whose it shall be' : that the 
Scripture n1ight be fulfilled, which saith, 'They parted 
My raiment among them, and for My vesture they did 
cast lots,, These things therefore the soldiers did." 
Verse 28 : '' After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 
fulfill�d, saith, ' I thirst. ' " In His dying agony on 
Calvary's tree, that all written of Him .at such a time 
in the Scriptures might be fulfilled, thus and thus He 
did, and the filling up of the Scriptures recorded in 
these two verses that we have just read, was the filling 
up of words that are only found in the book of Psalms. 
Then the 36th verse : "These things we're done, that 
the Scripture should be fulfilled, 'A bone of Him shall 
not be broken.' 11 Where is the Scripture that says, 
" A bone of Him shall not be broken ?'' It is a saying 
·found in th� book of the Law. Verse 37 : " And again
another Scripture saith, 'Tiley shall look on Him whom
they pierced. ' " And where is that Scripture found?
In the book of the Prophets. Thus in H.is life-labours
He speaks of the Scriptures, binding together the Law,
the Prophtts, and the Psalms ; and in His dying
moments He filled up the Scriptures in a saying from
the Law, in n saying from the Prophets, and in snyiogs
from the Psalms.
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In resurrection morning see what He· did with His 
beloved disciples. 

Luke 24, 44: '' And He said unto Lhem, 'These are 
the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and 
in the Psalms, concerning Me.� Then opened He their 
understanding, that they might understand the Scrip­
tures." What are the Scriptures? "These are the 
words that l spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in 
the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Psalms, cooceroing Me. Then opened He their under­
standing, that they might understand the Scriptures." 

These three divisions have been handed on to us by 
the writers of the letter to the Galatians and the book 
of the Acts of the Apostles. Read with me now 
Galatians 3, 10 : '' For as many as are of the works of 
the Law are under the curse : for it is written, 
' Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the Law to do them." 

Acts 7, 42 : '' Then God turned, and gave then1 up 
to worship the host of heaven ; as it is writt� in the 
book of the Prophets." 

Acts 1, 20: '' For it is written in the book of 
Psalms, ' Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man 
dwell therein : and his bishopric let another take. ' 1 1

Thus, again, is handed on after Calvary the divin_e 
.Book that made up the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, the book of the Law, the book of the 
Prophets, and the book of Psalms, which are the books, 
as I have said before, and wish yet to emphasize, the 
books of the Old Testament as we have them to-day. 

Read now a verse in John 10, 34: "Jesus answered 
them, 'Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are 
gods ?' If he called them gods, unto whom the word 
of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken)." 
'' vVhat is the Bible ?11 An answer to that we are 
seeking to get to-night from the Book itself; and while 
a master mind of men might be heard by us with 
appreciation, like the dying Sir Walter Scott-said he 
to his son-in-law, as he stood by his bedside, " Bring 
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me the book, my son." " Which book, father?" said 
the lad, and that master mind of men replied : '' There 
is but one book, my son, bring me that-the Bible." I 
say, while we might hear such a thing as that with appre­
ciation, and take that as a good and noble answer at 
such a time from such an one to the question, "\Vhat is 
the Bible?" we have higher, greater, more captivating 
words, as they fall from the lips of the Son of God 
Himself, answering to us to-night the question, " What 
is the Bible?" as here He speaks of the Scripture, 
telling that it came from God to men, that it is the 
Word of God, the word that has come from God and, 
moreover, a word that cannot be broken. 

Turn now, please, to Heb. 10, 7: "Then said I, 
Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of 
Me) to do Thy will, 0 God." In the volume of what 
book? There is but one Book that testifies of Him 
from first to last, and this Book, in the volume of which 
it is written so of Him, is none other than the Book 
for the understanding of which the blessed Lord, as we 
have seen, in resurrection morning, opened the under­
standings of them that loved Him and followed Him, 
even the Scriptures, expressed in the book of the Law, 
of the Prophets, and of the Psalms. 

Turn with me now to the I st Epistle by Peter 1, 
1 o (R. V.) : " Of which. salvation the prophets have
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you : searching what, or 
what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow." 
The burden of the Old Testament Scriptures. is 
" the sufferings of Christ and the glories that follow.'' 
Then, since the Christ has come, if the Scriptures of 
the New Testament be from God, they will be but the 
echo of, and in the happiest relationship to, the burden 
of the Old Testament Scriptures, \vhich testified of a 
Christ to come, a Christ who, having come, would 
suffer, and a Christ who, having suffered, would have 
thereby glories to follow-glories that attach not them­
selves to the prophets and peoples of Old Testament 
Scriptures, but attach themselves to such as have the 
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gospel preached to them by the Holy Spirit sent down 
from heaven, "which things," this same Scripture says, 
" the angels desire to look into." 

A verse from the 2nd Epistle by Peter, in connection 
with taking heed unto the prophetic word (and not only 
do we well to take heed thereunto, but we do well as 
we aJso take heed thereto until the day shine through 
and the light-bearing thereof arise in our hearts. How 
many children of God turn away from the prophetic 
word because of the wearisome and n1ultifarious 
expo.!,itions that abound ; but God would· not have us 
do so. He tells us we do ,veil to take heed thereunto, 
until the light thereof shine through, and the day-star 
thereof <'I rise in our hearts). 2 Peter 1, 20-2 I :

11 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is 
of private interpretation," or becometh its owo 
solution. ' 1 For" (here is the reason) "no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man ; but men spake fron1 
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit."• 

2 Peter 3. : " This second epistle, beloved, I write 
unto you ; in both which I stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance : that ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of the Lord and Saviour 
through your apostles" (R. V. ). Wherever you get 
prophets before apostles, carefully note, and you will 
sec that these are prophets of Old Testament day, 
whereas when you get prophets following apostles, 
they are always prophets of New Testament times. 
These prophets, therefore, of whom Peter makes 
mention, are the prophets who wrote the pages of 
Scripture �iven in the Old Testament, and the apostles 
that are here spoken of, that g-ave the commandment 
of the Lord and Saviour, are the apostles of the New 
Testament Scriptures. 

The whole chapter bears directly on our subject, but 
time forbids me reading it, and I therefore �sic you to 

•Nol "holy men," as lhf? Revisers will tell you. Indeed,
Balaam was anything but a holy man, and yet, through him, God 
has uttered st>ven of the mightiest parables to be found in th� 
Book of God, parables that, as I read, include all the other 
parables and revelation!'! that God has been pleased lo make io 
connection with prophetic truth of Old Testament Scripture. 
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go on wtth me to the 15th verse : 1 '- And account that 
the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation ; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom 
given unto him, hath written unto you ; as also in all 
his epistles, speaking in them of these things ; in which 
are some things hard to be understood, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the 
OTHER Scriptures, unto their own destruction;" Thus, 
Peter, as an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, instructs 
us to recognise. those who communicated from the Lord 
His commandments, and he mentions Paul definite1y, 
and puts his writings in the same circle as the other 
Scriptures, which Paul, indeed, claims for himself, as 
if you turn now to I Cor. 14 you will see. Verse 36 : 
"vVhat ! came the Word of God out from you? or 
came it unto you only? ]f any man think himself to 
be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things which I write unto you are the commandments 
of the Lord. Ilut if any man be ignorant, Jet him be 
ignorant." Here Paul is, like J oho in his writings, 
staying not_ to explain or argue, but contending with us 
in our conscience to receive such as commandments of 
the Lord, yea, as the Word of God through His servant 
Paul, these things that he is writing unto us, which are, 
as Peter says, on a par with the OTHER Scriptures. 

Turn now to 2 Tim. 3, 13 : " But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being- deceived. But continue thou in the things which 
thou h;ist learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
wliom. thou hast learned thein. '' This word '' whom " 
is in I he plural ( R. V. margin). It does not refer to 
God, as 1 heard a rather gifted man of God say within 
the last few days in public. "Knowing of "l�lwm thou 
hast learned them," is an allusion to the kind of persons 
of whom Timothy had learned these holy writings. It 
is a strange thing that the unbeliever should have so 
much weight with men. Paul here, in speaking t(? 
Timothy, and for our help and blessing, exhorts him lo 
continue in the things that he had learned and hnd been 
assured of, knowing the kind of persons of whom he 
had learned these things, ••And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to mnlce 
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thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.,,

These holy Scriptures that from a child Timothy had 
known, were none other than the books of the Old 
Testament as we have them to-day, from Genesis to 
�Ialachi, these holy Scriptures that were able to make 
him wise, and us wise, unto salvation, 11 through faith 
in Christ Jesus." The Scriptures will not do this apart 
from Christ Jesus. They are design�d to lead us to the 
living Son of God at God's right hand ; and one of the 
brightest evidences to the reality of the book being from 
God, outside of itself, and one of the strongest testi­
monies to the reality of the Christian religion that 
exists to-day that l know of is the day by day fulfilment 
by the living Son of God of that which He predicated of 
H.imself, as in the Gospel by John only it is written, 
words from God that to-day by many are being 
cavilled at, and questioned, and rejected. In John 5 
only the Lord Jesus is made to predicate of Himself, 
11 The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God :. and they that hear 
shall live" ; and these dead ones are men and women, 
and children, too, who by nature and practice are dead 
in trespasses and sins, and who, notwithstanding that, 
have, though dead, heard the voice of the living Son of 
God by the Scriptures, and they are alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. There are a hundred men in this room 
to-night, I doubt not, though I have not counted the 
number, sensible, sentient men, that would be accepted 
as credible witnesses among men anywhere, who are 
prepared to rise this moment in this meeting and 
testify : 

11 I heard the voice of Jesus sn y, 
' Come unto Me and rest ; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy bead upon My breast ; '" 

and who will further add, their eyes sparkling, and their 
faces shining, and their souls dancing within them :

'' I came to Jesus as I was, 
\Veary, nnd worn, ond �ad ; 

1 found in Him a resting-place, 
And He doth make m� glad !1

' 



I I 

and yet, when you go outside the door and speak to a 
man whom you meet, and he pooh-poohs it, and 
because that he pooh-poohs it, you will dare to make 
light of it, even to question it, albeit a hundred men 
testify that they have experienced it. 

It is not a feeling, it is not a theory, it is not a 
sentiment; it is a real, living fact. If they know any­
thing at all, they know they have passed out of death 
into life. Is it not so? Of Himself the Lord Jesus 
thus did predicate, and He is proving every day in 
London that He is the life-speaking One, by the 
quickening of dead ones on every hand, See to it that 
ye be not left out, 0 unsaved hearers! The Scriptures 
are designed by God to lead us to put faith in Christ 
Jesus, and th�re is no salvation possible, even from the 
Scriptures, apart from faith th.at is in Christ Jesus. 

2 Tim. 3, I 6 : " All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God." The learned have quibbled about this. The 
Revisers have dared to tamper with it. Some of the 
arguments of the learned I might quote to you, but the 
glory of the gospel is this, that '' to the poor the gospel 
is preached ; 11 and among the poor erudition and 
learning are seldom found, and the mysteries of God's 
book are given by God in such words as the poor can 
readily understand. And if I would mention any one 
at all, it would be as bright a scholar and perhaps as 
bright a Christian as the present generation or the past 
has seen, namely, the Jament<::d Dr. Tregelles. He 
,vrestled with the learned on this Scripture, and his 
sober, solemn conviction established with the learned 
is, that this text, as we have in the Authorised Version, 
is correct ; and while the Revisers will put in the 
authority in a different place, it is only trifling with the 
scepticism of the age, that, alas ! is increasing ; and 
for ourselves we take it as we have it here : " All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God "-that is, 
" All Scripture is God-breathed ;'' and so far as we 
have gone, the Book being witness for itself, this has 
been abundantly testified, whether in the ,vords of Old 
Testament Scripture, or the words from the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus, or through His servant Paul, ,ve have 
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seen that all Scripture is God-breathed. A beautiful 
word is this. I scarcely ever read it but I think of that 
scene spoken of in Genesis' early chapters, where we 
have Adam .moulded and fashioned by his Creator God, 
and God II breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; 
and man became a living soul.'' The breathing of God 
made that day to live, made him to stand up and to 
bow down and to worship his Creator and his Blesser. 
So is the \Vord of God. Let men allo,v this \Vord of 
God to pass through their souls, dead as they are, like 
unto Adam's yet unquickened clay,. and His Word will 
make them to live. It has made thy fellows to live, 
many of whom are sitting beside thee, 0 unconverted, 
unsaved one, in this meeting to-night. 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (is God­
breathed], and is profitable for doctrine (that is, teach­
ing], for r'eoroof [ that is, for conviction], for correction 
(that is, for setting right what is wropg), for instruc­
tion in righteousness : that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto every good work. I 
charge thee therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead, and by 
His c1ppearing and His kingdom ; Preach the \Vord.'' 
vVhat word? This expression, " Preach the Word,,, 
is like the Lord's expression, "In the volume of the 
Book it is written of .Nie." \iVhat word? He has spoken 
in verse 15 ·of Old Testament Scriptures ; He has 
spoken in verse 16 of New Testament Scriptures ; He 
has wedded them together for the complete furn_ishing 
unto every good work of the man of God ; and He 
climaxes the Olli and the New as united thus together, 
with the command, ,. Preach the \Vord; be instant in 
season, out of Season ; reprove, rebuke, exh-o'rt with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. For the time will come 
wheri they will not endure sound [ or, health-giving) 
doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears ; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables." 

" What is truth ?" asked Pilate ; 11 and he went out. u
\iVe have sometimes felt coi1strained to say_, " vVoulll 

God he had waited, that the answer to his que�tion 
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01ighi have be�n given him and r�corded for us, from 
the· lips of the blessed Lord ;" but thanks be to God, 
though to Pilate the que�tion wa.s not answered, it was 
;,tns_wered by the Lord H im·self in His w.ondrous words 
given in chapter 17 of the Gospel by John,, at which 
lpok for a moment.-

Lose not sight, please,., of what we have. been reading 
in 2 Timothy 4, for we wish to connect the two 
together. Pao}, 1n writing to Timothy here, has bidd'en 
him preach THE WoRD, telling hrm· that the time is· 
coming w-hen they will not (!ndure sound doctrine, but­
shall have their ears turned away from THR TRUTH. 
Thus, there, the r.elation of the word to the truth, and 
the truth to the word is .clear- and absolute ; but I \Vant 
to clench it by the words of the Lord Jesus givP-n here. 

John 17 1 17 : "San<;ti(y them in the truth ; Thy 
word is truth.,, From what will thP.y· be turned away? 
Savs Paul, "T'hey will b.e tutne.d ·away from the trqth, 
and in order that they may b ·e kept in the truth, preach 
the Word." ,vhat is_ truth·? The Lord Jesus answPrs, 
'"' Thy Word is truth." Thus Paul,. in his �econd letter 
to Timothy-one of the last he was permittea of God to 
write-echoes forth the Saviouc 1s words, "Thy word
is truth,,; namely, the hofy Scriptures, the Scripture� of
the Old Testament, the ·Scriptures of the New 
Testament. 

To me it is deeply t_ouching, as. 1 go badr again to 
John 19, and. recognise that On.e �n, the midst, by this, 
to be indeed the Christ ; for what means the Lord by 
telling us so minuteiy about the lot at such a time? 
Why was there fascinatior1 to the soldiers in the garment 
o.f the middle One, and not- in the garments of the 
others, to arrest their attenti'on.? That outer garment 
they look upon it and say, " It is all one, let us cast 
lots, let us not rend it, and let one· of us get it whole as 
it is." Again; why does He say to the thief, '' This day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise?" vVhy d�P.s the 
Lord speak to the thief in John 19 such tbiogs? He 
has marks tha.t lead us to Him, whereby we recognise 
in Him the very Christ of God;· for Jong before He 
appeared among men, in Isaiah 53, it was written, 



" vVhen Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin 
He shall SEE His seed." He saw seed in the dying 
moments that 1-lis soul was an offering for sin. By that 
we know Hin1 to be the Christ of God. Of the Christ 
it was also said that His garments should not be rent. 
Therefore thus these Roma� soldiers did. They went 
forth and they brake the legs of that man and that man, 
but they brake not the legs of this One. And why? 
Hatred enough and delight enough they had in break­
ing the legs of those two-why are they restrained from 
this One? Because the Scriptures of G6d had said, 
'• A bone of Him shall not be broken ;" and yet, when 
they dared not break His bon£::s, as though they must 
give vent to their enmity, and must spit forth their 
�atred against Him, a soldier took his spear and 
pierced His side, as if to say, " If I cannot break His 
bones I will break His skin," " and forthwith there 
came out blood and water." And why n1ust he thus 
do? The Scripture had said, "They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced." And what saith the closing book 
(?f the Word of God? \i\'hat says the book of Revela­
tion? Oh ! to me it is deeply heart-moving a4i I read 
there in its opening words: 11 Behold, He cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they itlso who 
pierced Him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of Him. Even· so, Amen." 

The last sight that the world had of Christ was on 
that tree with His body pierced and His bones un­
broken, and His last cry in the ears of the world was 
the filling up of the Scriptures concerning Him at such 
a time, and God links on with His coming again, when 
every eye shall see Him, that very last Scripture 
fulfilled on Calvary's tree ; for, "Behold, He cometh 
with clouds ; and every eye shall see Him, and they 
also WHO Pil!RCl!D HIM : and all kindreds of the earth 
shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen." Thus 
shall God climax His holy Scriptures as being indeed the 
Word from Himself to men; thus shall God show, as 
it is written in John Io : 11 The Scripture cannot be 
broken." Thus shall God sho\\1, as twice over is here 
repeated-once in John 17, 12, .and once in Acts 1, 17-
thnt solemn truth, cc the Scriptures must be fulfilled," 
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nnd that God should link on the writings of Old 
Testan1ent Scriptures with the writings of the New 
T�stan1ent, and should link on the closing book of the 
Revelation given fron1 God in the New Testament with 
the fulfilment of a prophetic word by the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His dying moments, is the binding together of 
this book from God as we have it, both old and new, 
and the answer to the question, "\Vhat is the Bible?'' 
The book itself being allowed to be heard to speak that 
we may hear, testifies from first to last that this book 
which we call the Bible, which means " the Book," is 
from God to us, and that every particle of it must be 
filled up, no part of it can be broken ; and in it God 
has not only told of many things that are yet to come, 
but in it God tells us of things that. long, long ago were 
then yet to come; and which all have come Hbout. Of 
those things that God foretold, in the days of Moses, 
for instance, all that have become ripe for fulfilment 
have been fulfilled. What is the meaning of that? 
What is the meaning, for example, of God opening the 
book of Daniel the prophet with a fulfilment of prophetic 
word? The very position that Daniel and his fellows 
were in was fulfilling a prophetic word by God through 
Jeremiah His prophet. vVhy did He thus begin? Is 
there not this clearly to be heard? '' I spake ere these 
things came into being, that I would bring them into 
being. Learn from that, that I who am now going to 
tell you of things in a latter day yet to come, as I have
done, so will I do.,, 

How strange that men should only believe what their 
senses can grapple with. That Book stands or falls 
together. Men may not turn it into a lottery bag in 
which are to be found prizes and blanks. God help you 
if thus you treat His holy Scriptures. Every particle of 
it is from Himself, and God ,vants us to see in the use 
His holy One made of the Old Testament, that they 
stand or fall together, and to quote a part is to 
acknowledge the whole, as to acknowledge the whole 
is only, after all, the expressing of its many parts. 

Thus may God give us each to hear, and to under­
stand, and to value aright what the Bible is, and to 



handle it reverently ; for are th�re not here to-nil;-ht 
youn.g men, Christians, who are specially liable to the 
seductive heresies lhat are abounding in these days ?
Yonder in Greenock a great man from America recently 
was-(1 hear he was in London ; God give repentance 
to His saints that entered the place in which he was 
allowed to speak !)-and in Greenock he spoke, with 
well-known Christian men on the platform beside hirn ; 
he spoke of that blessed book as being- '' the noble old 
Jewish book"; and, as I said to some othec� after­
wards, "Just turn the sente,1ce the other way, that­
book of the noble old Jew," whereas that book says it 
is the oµtcome of one God, whose book it is, and from 
one God ; and yet a man unchallenged and encouraged 
is allowed to go by, saying thus. of. the book, '• The 
noble old Jewish book !" 

Beloved, take care how you allow thLc; Book to be 
spoken of, and handled, and used, knowing this, that, 
according to the words of Old Te.stament Scripture, 
you are permitted of God to read the very words on 
which the eyes of the Son of God, when upon earth, 
delighted to look, the words that the Son of God 
delighted to read, the words that the Son of God 
d�ligbted to speak of, �nd to preach to those to whom 
He could, and te)l me if this does not lend interest unto 
your valuing the Scriptures as yet you have never done, 
besides appreciating them and conte\1ding for them as 
being from Gc;,d to us. May we have more and more 
in us wrought by Him that spirit that stands in awe of 
His word, and that trembles thereat. May we have 
o-ur life in all its ways regulated thereby, and show 
forth, wherever ,ve may be, that we esteem the Bible 
to be indeed '' The Word of God." 

P.S.-Another has well said:-
11 The original Scriptures have God for their Author, 

Trulh without mixture of error for their matter, 
And Salvation for their end." 



HOW TO STUDY 

THE BIBLE. 

'1 TR UST, with the grace of God, He will accept 
J of our coming together to-day as an expression

of the desire of our heart, '' Oh ! how love I 
Thy law.'' 

I am sure as the spiritual one looks around here this 
afternoon, there is much to make one's heart glad, to 
see God's people gathered thus together at much per­
sonal inconvenience to 1nany, that they might learn 
somewhat more how to study the wondrous Book that 
God has given us to peruse, that we may know Him, 
and enter with appreciation into these Scriptures of 
truth H c has revealed for our present comfort and our 
eternal ,veal. 

It has been well said in regard to the works of God, 
that the eye only sees, and the mind only appreciates, 
according to the power and measure that it brings with 
it, and what has been so well said of God's works, may 
be fittingly applied to God's word. 

We only see, and we only appreciate, according to 
the ability we possess to discern and to take in. You 
know the reason why the unconverted find so mucJ1 in 
the book of God to find fa4lt with, is because of what 
he is as a natural man ; as exemplified by the wasp and 
the bee that alight on the same flower for their own 
sustenance and their own purposes. What the wasp 
takes from the flower," he doth ·but convert into 
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poisonous venom, wherewith to do Lhat which only he 
is capable of doing, whereas the bee converts that 
which she has taken from that same flower into that 
which sustains herself and is meat to mankind. So is 
it with the unconverted man and the child of God ; 
where the natural man only gathers that which is like 
the venom of the wasp's sting, the child of God gets 
that which he converts into honey for himself, and to 
share with others to their blessing. 

I wish to read three Scriptures first to sho,v how 
deeply \Ve need the Bible as the children of God. 

1 Peter 2, 2 : " As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby unto salva­
tion." These two words, '' unto salvation," found in 
the Revised Version, are in the Word of God as He 
gave it to us, therefore see how truly we who have 
been born again need the Bible, because it is only 
therein we can grow unto salvation, as God has 
designed we should grow, being His children. 

2 Timothy 3, 16 : "All Scripture is given by inspira­
tion of God, and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness : that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto every good work.'' 

No Christian can be furnished unto every good work, 
as God designs we should. be furnished, save as he is 
furnished by every word from God given in the entire 
Scriptures. 

Romans 15, 4 : " For whatsoever things were· 
written aforetime were written for our learning 11 (that 
is, for our use in teaching), " that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.'' This 
verse informs us from God that every word of Old 
Testam�nt Scripture was written with the direct view 
of our being comforted, and our being made patient, as 
God would have us to be comforted and patient unto 
pleasing Him and being profitable to Him and to all 
affectabJe by us in our sojourn here below, 
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These three Scriptures I have read for the purpose 
of showing how deeply we need the Bible, and how 
b�coming it is to us therefore assiduously to study the 
Bible ; and if by our coming together we can be helped 
to know how to do it, then the end that God has in 
view in giving us the Scriptures will be the more 
speedily attained by us, and the same truly become our 
enjoyed possession. 

I ask you now to read with me in John 14, 26: "But 
the Comforter, th� Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you." In seeking to study the Bible, 
we should, as children of God, in faith in our living 
Lord Jesus, count upon fulfilment of this gracious 
promise of His, that the Holy Spirit would teach us all 
things ; but mark, the teaching of the Holy Spirit will 
be like unto the teaching of the Lord Jesus Himself, 
while on earth with His beloved disciples, that is to say, 
He taught them as they were able to hear, and he 
taught them as they were able to bear. So shall the 
teaching of us by the Holy Spirit be according as we 
are able to hear, and according as we are able to bear. 

But further, please notice well, the unfailing remedy 
for a bad memory. " He shall bring again to your 
remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you." 

In studying the Bible, covet above all things to hear 
the voice of the Lord Jesus to yourself, for whatsoev�r 
He has said to us, in the hour of our need the blessed 
operation of the Holy Spirit, bringing that word again 
to our remembrance, shall be our happy experience, in 
difficulty-as it was of Nehemiah for example, when he 
came in, bearing the king's cup, and the king saw from 
his countenance that something ailed his cup-bearer, 
and he said, "That sorrow is sorrow of heart ; what 
is wrong?'' And ere he opened his mouth he lifted his 
heart in prayer to his God, and thereupon came to him 
words that God before had spoken to him, in the which, 
repeating to the king, he found acceptance. So shall 
it be with us ; as we bear, let us commit to th� Lord 



for us, with the prayer : "When again the same we 
need, 0 Lord, be pleased to bring again to our remem­
brance that word Thou hast spoken to us ;" and this, 
whether it be words for ourselves directly. or words 
through us to those whose help and blessing to the 
glory and in the will of God we may seek. 

1 Cor. 2, 11. " For what man know�th the things 
of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? 
Even so. the things of God no one has known, but the 
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world. but the Spirit which is of God ; that we 
might KNOW the things that are freely given to us of 
God." Therefore, to study the Bible is a comely thing 
on the part of every child of God, for God has given 
His Bible to reveal these things that He would have us 
to possess and enjoy, and respond unto ; and not only 
has He given us the Bible, but He has given us the 
Holy Spirit in order that we might know these things 
that are freely given of Him to us. 

'' Which things also we speak, not in the words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit 
t.eacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual 
ones." Therefore. in the study of the Bible. we are cot 
only to count upon, and directly to seek in believing 
prayer, the direct help and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
into all the mind of God, but in our gathering of the 
mind of God in such fellowship with the Spirit, we are 
to prove our conclusions by c. comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual men," or " comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual ones." That is the force of the word in 
2 Timothy : '' Knowing of whom, of what manner of 
persons ye have learned these things, and have been 
assured of." 

The Bible itself has many component parts, and, in 
the study of the Bible, an apprehension of these com­
ponent parts must be a help ; and because it is such a 
help I judge the Lord has spoken as He has in Psalm 
19-a Psalm that puts the works of God and the word
of God in most happy contrast. I will not speak of the
works as they are enumerated in the first six verses,



but ask your earnest attention to the six component 
parts of the Bible as given us here from God in this 
Psalm. "The law of Jehovah is perfect, converting 
the soul.'' The word "law" is from a verb meaning 
., to point out," and it covers, in a general sense, the 
entire revelation of God. The word '' law'' means "the 
pointings out of God," and wherever in the Scriptures 
you have the pointings out of God, therein you have 
the law of God ; and these paintings out of God are 
perfect, and their work is to turn the soul to God. 

'
1 The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the 

simple one." The testimony of Jehovah, a component 
part of the Bible, is the witness-bearing of God as to 
whom and what He approves, and in contradistinction 
thereto, as to whom and what He disapproves. His 
testimony is His witness-bearing. For example :­
The Jaw of the Lord says that transgression against 
the will of God brings death. The testimony of that 
pointing out from God is, as in the Epistle by Jude, for 
example,-'• He hath set forth Sodom and Gomorrah, 
an example, suffering the justice (not vengeance) of 
eternal fire." There is the testimony of the Lord to 
His truth-the witness-bearing. That is the word 
" testimony." 

Then, verse 8: "The statutes of Jehovah are right, 
rejoicing the heart." The difference betwixt this one 
and the two that we have looked at is, statutes are the 
directing of the master to the servant. They look upon 
the immutable decrees of J chovah, His directions for 
His servants to carry out, and he who would be a 
servant acceptable, finds, in his master's directions, 
that which rejoices his heart. His rejoicing as a 
servant is not found in the issue or work accomplished 
by his message ; his rejoicing of heart is found in this, 
that he is doing what his master bade him. 

Let those who seek to serve the Lord mark this well, 
now. "The commandment of Jehovah is pure, 
enlightening the eyes," That is, the especial word 
from God tells me what I am to do as being His. His 
commandments affect me in every sphcr� and way of 
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daily life, and to help some to catch the thought in the 
word "commandment" as contrasted with the word 
" statutes," look for a moment in Proverbs 6, 20 :

•• My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake
not the law of thy mother : bind them continually upon
thine heart, tie them about thy neck. When thou 
goest, IT shall lead thee" (that is, the commandment) ; 
11 when thou steepest, IT shall keep thee ; and when 
thou wakest, IT shall talk with thee. For the com­
mandment is a lamp " (or, candle); "and the law is 
light ; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life." 
The commandment, you see, affects us when we are 
awake, when we are asleep, and when we are awake 
again ; it just tells us how to go on. In this is the 
commandment a candle, by which to take step by step ; 
for candles do not give a brilliant light. 

Verse 9 : " The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring 
for ever." And the fear. of Jehovah, which is a com­
ponent part of the Bible, teaches us as Psalm 34, 11-14

tells us, to walk humbly with our God, taking heed to 
the use we make of our tongue, and seeing that in our 
heart and lips there is indeed no guile ; and thus shall 
we, walking in the fear of the Lord, see and possess 
good days. 

Then the sixth component part of the word of God 
is the last half of verse 9 : '' The judgments of Jehovah 
are true and righteous altogether." That is the revela­
tion of God as to what is right and what is wrong. 
His judgments tell us what is right and what is wrong, 
and they are true and righteous altogether. " More 
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold : sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is Thy servant warned : and in 
keeping of them there is great reward. Who can 
understand errors ?" (no word '' his"). '' Who can 
understand errors? Cleanse Thou me from secret 
ones.'' For all the errors that are abroad are based in 
lesser or greater part on the word of God. Therefore 
the wonder here is raised, " Who can understand 
errors ?" Yea, he who studies the Bible so that he 
will find out, not only " the pointicigs out of Jehovah," 
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but will mark w�ll "the testimony, the witness-bearing 
of Jehovah.'' as to whom and what He approves, and 
as to whom and what He disapproves ; who shall read 
in the Word of God to find " the statutes of the Lord," 
His directions to His servants ; who shall search in the 
Biblerto find 1

' the commandment of the Lord " that 
directly affects him in each hour of every day ; tj) know 
'' the fear of Jehovah " ; to find in it 11 the judgments 
of Jehovah" : he is the one who shall indeed find that 
Word to be of greater value to him than gold, and of 
greater sweetness to him than are even the droppings 
of the honeycomb. 

Now I ask you to turn to the book of Daniel the 
prophet, where God is pleased to give us a look at, and 
an account of, a student of His holy Word, from whom 
we shall learn indeed, if we listen to the Lord ; and 
that shall help us to know how to study the Bible so 
that in and by our study we shall have delight and 
real profit. 

Daniel 9, : '' In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, of the seed of H1e Medes, who was made 
king over the realn1 of the Chaldeans ; in the first year 
of his reign, I Daniel understood by the books the 
number of the years, whereof the word of Jehovah came 
to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish 
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I 
set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth and ashes.'' 

To me there is intense interest in• this introduction as 
to what Daniel did in his study of the Word of God. 
He did it when already he was well grown in years, 
and though he had grown to be tlie man of age that he 
was in the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus 
the Mede, still his delight was to be a student of the 
Word of God ; and as a student of the Word of God, 
he set his face to understand the will of the Lord ; he 
set his face to make his prayer unto the Lord, that he 
might get understanding aright therein. 

If you ask, " How am I to study the Bible?" then 
learn from the Bible that you must be in earnest, .you 
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must set yourself, you must set yourself by prayer and 
diligent looking at it. He set his face ; a thing upon 
which he wanted to look ; a thing into which he wanted 
to gaze ; and he is heard to cry as he looked towards 
his God., '' Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
the wondrous things out of Thy law." For Daniel in 
this 9th chapter is, for himself, in the same position as 
the Apostle Paul was for others, as we read in chapter 
1 of the Epistle to Ephesus, where he bowed his knees 
in prayer in order that the eyes of the heart of those of 
whom he spoke to God might be enlightened, that with 
their eyes enlightened they might know what was the 
hope of God's calling of them ; what was the rich�s of 
the glory of God's inheritance in the saints ; and what 
the exceeding greatness of God's power was to them 
as believers. 

So with Daniel : he �et his face and his heart to his 
God that he might know and that he might understand. 
But read on ; verse 13 : " As it is written in the law 
of Moses, all this evil is come upon us ; yet made we 
not our prayer before Jehovah our God, that we might 
turn from our iniquities and understand Thy truth." 
There is no real study of the Bible to profit possible 
apart from pray�r, nor apart from holiness in life 
behaviour. 

The understanding of God's truth is linked on here, 
no more with prayer, and yet no less with prayer than 
it is with turning from our iniquities. How to study 
the Bible? We will have to be diligent and careful to 
sec that we are godly in our manner of life, so that in 
prayer to God there is honesty in His estimate of our 
desire to know His mind ; for we want to know it that 
we may grow therein unto salvation ; and so shall we 
make our prayer to Him for His especial help, and we 
shall be diligent and jealous for ourselves to turn from 
our iniquities, and so shall we understand His truth. 
The turning (I repeat) from our iniquities to understand 
the truth is of the deepest, utmost importance. 

Before we turn to the book of F.zra we mi�ht gather 
up thus far what we have seen. 
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We are to study the �ible in the light of believing 
the Lord's promise, that the Holy Spirit will teach us 
all things; that the Holy Spirit will teach us as He 
taught His beloved disciples, that is, according as we 
are able to hear, and according as we are able to bear. 
Then in our learning thus, each one for ourselves learn­
ing His pointings out, His .testimonies, His statutes, 
His commandments, His fear, His judgments; to prove 
our learning, our conclusions, we are to compare them 
with spiritual ones ; and thus, in fellowship with 
spiritual ones, be confirmed or corrected by the word 
of the Lord, and thus shall we experience the fulfilment 
of that proverb that says, '' Two are better than one.'' 
And having compared with spiritual ones our own 
conclusions, then we are to go on diligently seeing to 
it that we turn from our iniquities and continue in 
prayer to God, and thus seek to know His holy mind 
as He would have us know it from the Bible. 

And now we come to another example from God as 
to how to study the Bible. Of course it goes without 
saying that since God so abundantly granted to Daniel 
understanding- of His truth, the way in which Daniel 
studied the word of God was highly acceptable to God, 
as it was deeply profitable to Daniel ; and thus from 
Daniel we learn how acceptably to study the Bible ; and 
if, like him, thus we do, so, like him, we may conclude, 
shall God grant to us a large understanding indeed of 
His holy mind and will. So with Ezra, chap. 7, 10 :

" For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of 
Jehovah." 

How to study the Bible ? It will have to be heart 
work, beloved. And there is no fear of the head if the 
heart, in love to God, is seeking, having prepared 
itself, to know the mind of the Lord. Depend upon it, 
the heart will captivate the head, the heart will captivate 
the hands, and our thoughts, and our walk ; and our 
thoughts being in accord with the heart which is learn­
ing the will of God from the Word, will aJI alike be 
acceptable to Him and profitable to ourselves, now and 
in the day of Christ, and a blessing will accrue to every 
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soul that is affectable by us through our thoughts, 
through our walk and through our works. 

Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of 
Jehovah. It is said by travellers that the waters of the 
Nile are so deliciously sweet that those who live in that 
eastern land actually take salt in order to create thirst, 
that they may have the pleasure of drinking the delicious 
waters of the Nile. What is the truth of God's word? 
Is it not salt? And God means that all the truth of His 
Book shall but create in us greater thirst for more of 
these delicious waters, the living oracles of the living 
God, that are indeed appreciable to him who with set 
face and with prepared heart seeks to know them. He 
finds them not only, as ,ve have said, of more value 
than gold, but sweeter than honey. And thus he goes 
on before God, like Ezra, who not only prepared his 
heart to seek the law of Jehovah, but he prepared his 
heart '• to do it. 1' How to study the Bible? As we
learn it, we must, in our measure, seek honestly to 
obey it; for it is only as we obey we are fit to go on 
learning. 

Nay, more. Whose need was met by the blessed 
Lord when he tabernacled among men ? Those who, 
conscious of their need, came to Him for it to be met. 

To whom wilI the Lord reveal His mind and will ? 
To whom, but to them who feel their need of it, and 
who, in their need, come to Him in faith ; and as surely 
as need and faith were ever by Him satisfied when He 
tabernacled among men, so surely will need and faith 
be satisfied, if we come to Him, desiring to know His 
mind, that we may do it. 

Not only that-How to study the Bible? We are 
not only to study it with prepared heart in order that 
we may have the joy of doing it, but like Ezra, who 
prepared his heart, not only to seek the law and to do 
it, but also 1

' to teach" ; so, as we study, as we learn,
we are, as far as to us is possible, to be diligent in 
teaching what we learn. The woman in her private 
sphere, the man in his private and in his public sphere 
alike. All of us who have studied the Bible, who 
know the mind of God in any measure, firstly, are 
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resFonsible to do it ourselves, and secondly, are 
responsible to teach it to others, so far as access to 
others we have ; and indeed, what is the experience of 
those who study the Bible? They find that as they 
give to others, in order to continue able to give to 
others, they must needs come back to this never-failing 
treasury, that i� full with boundless stores of grace and 
truth ; and thus, as we are diligently scattering abroad, 
our scattering, while it may seem to impoverish us, 
will bring us back to the great fountain head ; ahd 
thus, in our study of the Bible, as we do it and teach 
it, we shall have the fulfilment of that Scripture which 
says, '' There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth" : 
while, if we learn, yea, and even do, yet teach not, we 
shall experience in our study of the Bible, '' There is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to 
poverty.'' Let us then, each one,. see how to study the 
Bible. We are to study it, not only to know, that we 
ourselves may do it, but to study thus to know it, and 
thus to do it, that we may be able, with acceptance, to 
teach it to others, that they too, knowing the mind of 
God, may do it. Thus shall they and we together fulfil 
that word of the Lord, '' Be ye imitators of Christ ;" 
for of Him in Acts I it is written, " All things that 
Jesus began to do and to teach." " Both to do and to 
teach." 

Brethren, are we doers of the word ? Thank God. 
Are we teachers of the word? Then God help us to 
see, if we are not, we ought to be. How terribly little 
of aggression there is on the part of the people of God 
who are somewhat instructed in the mind of God. 
Looking round and set?ing so many fellow-saints in 
associations and ways that are so unscriptu�al, that are 
so positively hurtful to the child of God, I say, how 
lamentably little is being done for the deliverance of 
such. We are to study it, seeking to do it, but know 
that this is not all. Not only to do it, but to teach it, 
and thus aggressive, whether in a tramcar, in a railway 
carriage, or in the street, or visiting each other's homes, 
or Christians' houses, we are to be diligent to make 
each other to know the mind of the Lord ; their doing it 
is their business, but to teach it to them is certainly ours, 
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Another thing I will add as to how to study the Bible. 
I remember, as a young Christian, attending meetings 
like these, and I often left them with this thought as in 
my own closet I would say, '' Father, Thou knowest I 
have some little heart to do Thy holy will, I want to 
please Thee. Would God I knew how to." A little 
from my own experience will help the younger ones. 
I learned this : What am I ? Am I a child in my 
parents' home? Then, how to study the Bible? Come 
to it as a child ; see what children ought to be and 
ought to do as God has revealed His holy mind in the 
matter of children. Am I a parent? Then come to 
the Book of God and see what God says the father is 
to be and to do as a father. Come to the Book of God 
and see what the mother is to be and to do as a moth�r? 
Come to the Book of God to see how parents ought to 
deport themselves as parents. Am I a servant? Come 
to the Scriptures and learn how God has said a servant 
ought to deport himself or herself, and thus seek to 
behave myself as a servant. Am I a master? Co1ne 
to the Scriptures and see what God has said about 
masters. Get every word of God that bears on the 
master, and hear Him speaking to me, then seek to 
practise and to live them out to His glory and pleasing 
And thus through all the spheres of life. 

How [to study the Bible to real profit is : Firstly, 
study it for yourself and myself in every relationship of 
life; study it in fellowship with God, as ,ve have seen ; 
study it as that which you cannot get on without ; 
study it as that which is needful-more needful than 
your necessary food ; for while it may not be necessary 
that you and I should live, it is soleninly necessary that 
while we live we be obedient to the will of the Lord 
Christ concerning us every moment of every hour that 
He privileges us to pass on earth, ere we rest with Him 
in the coming glory. Thus it is that the Word should 
be esteemed by us, as it is written in the book of Job, 
more than our necessary food, and thus, Jeremiah like, 
we shall be diligent to find the words of God, and 
finding, to eat them ; and so will they be to us the joy 
and rejoicing of our heart. 



Sometimes they will be that, and sometimes they 
will be what Ezekiel said, '' I did eat it as He bade me. 
It was sweet in my mouth, but in my inwards, oh I 
what bitterness." Let us not 1nistake in our study and 
learning of the Bible, for albeit in the mouth it is bitter, 
eat it up ; in the inwards it will be sweet : and while 
,ve arc more apt to take what in the mouth is sweet, 
don't think you make a mistake because, when it gets 
to the inwards, it is very bitter. Let its bitterness 
grapple ,vith you in your whole manner of life ; in your 
world relationships ; in your church bcha vi our. Don't 
think it is not of God, because it is bitter; for that 
which is bitter in the belly is sweet in the mouth, and 
that which is bilte·r in the mouth is sweet in the belly. 

Thus doth our God seek our blessing, and seek our 
comfort, and thus shall He �et His glory, as we study 
His precious Book, for ourselves firstly; and then from 
ourselves shall be fulfilled that Scripture which says, 
'' Cast thy bread upon the waters, for after many days 
thou shalt find it." Yes, beloved, the word that you 
and I are scattering by our speaking, by our manner 
of life, we may have to eat it all again. 

The bread we eat to-day is, in n�gard to a portion of 
it, the harvest of some former sewings of ours. 

God help us to sow, so that in all our scattering, 
whether by speech or by action, we be only scattering 
the precious Word of God, the giving, as it is in the 
Word of God, the holy will of God, in heart obedience 
thereto ; for in all the days that follow the days of that 
scattering we shall find our bread again, and eat it with 
delight, as we get again the• fruit of our own labours. 

Thus may God add His perfecting blessing to our 
endeavour to show from His Word, "how to study 
the Bible" to His glory and our eternal profit. 



APPENDIX. 

Since the foregoing was first published much has 
happened that reasonably has raised the query, 
"Which, or What is the Bible?" Notwithstanding 
such, the answer is plain and satisfying. To the fully­
informed this is abundantly certain. The pros and 
cons that lead to such '' Scripture of truth'' (see Daniel 
10, 21 very carefully). "Thy Word is Truth," John 
17. The "all God-breathed" that maketh wise unto
salvation (pause and consider salvation-From whom
and what? into salvation-To whom and what?)
through faith (Romans 10, 17-18) which is in Christ

Jesus. Those pros and cons are accessible to him who
would walk around Zion. Mark well her bulwarks,
and tell her towers and consider her palaces. Whose
God is ours for ever, and our Guide across death. To 
many, reasons not a few make such more or less 
difficult. Wherefore we add-How to study the Bible 
as being indeed such. Let the born-again student in 
whom is the Holy Spirit of Promise (comp.John 7, 39, 
chap. 16, 13, Acts 13, 27, with Eph. 4, 21, Heb. 5, 
I 2-14) ; let, we say, such student take the Authorised 
Version as well known, the Revised Version of I 88 I, 
and the genuine edition by Thomas Newbury, published 
by S. Bagster & Sons, London, he will then have data 
that give him the Bible indeed. Moreover, this student 
will find that the relative value and importance of these 
three we have named to the many others by individual 
scholars, or those in joint labours, are each and all more 
or less coloured by the individual bias of either their 
theological, ecclesiastical, or personal beliefs, whereas 
that by Ki11g James's revisers (the Authorised Version) 
was as probably perfect as 1naterial within their reach 
made possible. 

But since then much (oh, how very much !) has been 
given to men unto knowing in very deed '' the Sacred 
Writings." When one thinks of how the learned Dr 
Tischendorff published no fewer than eight successive 
translations of the New Testament in order that the 



truth might be assured, surely felt-gratitude to God for 
such kindo\!sses must possess the heart. Yet, he is 
only one of many. The combined labours and research 
of such are well gathered into the Revised Version of 
1881. 

Then Mr Newbury, by his marking out the especial 
precisions of the languages of the Old Testament and 
the New, puts the ordinary English reader in the pos­
session of materials which the most careful, critical 
student can command. Nay, most eminent authority 
testifies of Mr Newbury's work as : " It will, I think, 
enable the English reader thoroughly to understand 
the orig-inal, and places him as near as possible to that 
of a Hebrew scholar." While Mr T. Newbury himself 
encouragingly and truthfully says : His labour's promi­
nent features '' Lead the attentive reader on, almost 
imperceptibly, into an acquaintance with the elements 
of the Hebrew language,,, and are intended to place 
the English reader in a position as near as possible to 
that of a Hebrew scholar, being a fac-simile of the 
Hebrew Scriptures in English. 

Of the New Testament prepositions 
he observes : '' The Greek prepositions express 

'' exact 
"geometrical relationship, and are mathematically 

'' precise." 
The secondary meanings are evolved by regular la!vs 

from the primary. His closing sentence is weighty 
as it is solemn : 

" An arbitrary change of prepositions, therefore, 
'' is to be carefuily avoided, and is FATAL to 

" exact interpretation." 
Which witnessing is true. 
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Immortality, Not The 

Synonym of Eternal Life. 

'7i"HE subject, as we have named it, is, "Immortality, 
\J.f- not the Synonym of Eternal Life." The word, 

synonym, simply means " the same as.'' For 
example, '' here " and •' there " are not synonyms, 
because '' here " 1neans in this place, and '' there " 
means in that place; therefore ' 1 here" and ''there" are 
not synonyms. Similarly, immortality does not mean 
the same as eternal life. Eternal life is as different 
from immortality, as "there" is from "here;" or as 
different, if you like, as "yes" is from "no." Yes 
and no are not synonyms, no more are immortality and 
eternal life. 

Those who write and talk most in these days about 
immortality, usually speak in this fashion, they say : 
" If immortality be the natural altribute of every son 
of Adam from the very moment he breathes, what can 
be the meaning of such testimony as this . . . . . . '' 
One and all of which speak of immortality as a future 
contingency, a thing to be sought for, a reward, a Lhing 
to be given, a thing brought to light through the gospel! 
How can yuu promise a man that which is already his 
own ? [n which questions, they make immortality the 
the same as eternal life, and thus, making the one to 
express the other (which God never does), they raise a 
structure, which, because it has a false foundation, is 
rotten from foundation to summit, and from centre lo 
circumference. 
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These statements, or questions, are chiefly founded 
on two mis-translated texts of the ordinary Authorised 
Version of the English Bible ; namely, Romans 2. 7, 
where we read : '' Who will render to every man 
according to his deeds : to them who by patient 
continuance in well doing, seek for glory and honour 
and immortality, eternal life.'' The word "immortality" 
here, which has been caught at by t.he teachers of the 
destructive heresies that abound in our tin1e, is a mis­
translation of the word that God here uses, as in the 
Revised Version you will see the word is not 
"immortality," but "incorruption." 

The other mis-translated verse that has been caught 
at, you find in 2 Tim. 1. 10: '' But is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and imn1ortali ty 
to light, through the gospel." The·word ''immortality" 
is again a n1is-translation of the word that God uses, 
and here, as in Romans 2, the word is incorruption, 
and so the Revised Version correctly reads. 

The true word for immortality only·· occurs three 
times in the entire New Testament. 

Fain would I stop to look at the questions raised by 
these teachers of destructive heresies, with an extract 
from whose writings I began, but time quite forbids it ; 
all I ask is that you will ponder their imposing words in 
the light of the two mis-translated texts, and the fact 
that the true word for immortality only occurs three times 
in the entire New testam�nt. 

T.he word " immortality " in itself simply means 
" Non-liability to death." Death, in the Seri ptures, as 
applied to man, never means ceasing to exist. For 
" Man dieth and wasteth away : yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, but WHERE 1s HE?" He is somewhere. He 
who was in the body, who has passed hence, is some­
where: and he is somewhere, because man, AS MAN, in 
God, lives, moves, and is, as Acts 17. 28 shows. '' For, 
in Him we live, and move, and are." That is a state­
ment concerning man, as man. And because man, in 
God, lives, and moves, and is, no man shall ever cease 



3 

to be, until God is not ; nnd the doctrine of the 
annihilation of man, the creature, is an arch attempt of

Satan to undermine men's belief in the ve·ry existence 
of God, th� Creator. 

Some of these teachers of des.tructiv-e heresies-most 
of them-indeed-write and speak thus,: '-' It is .perfectly 
true that God said to Adam, ' ln the day that thou 
eatest thereof, dying, tbou shalt die,' and if you read 
your Bible," they say, "you will find that 'One day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years 1 and if still you read 
your Bible you will find that Adam died befo,:e he had 
lived a thousand years, that is to say, he· never lived a
thousand years, he died inside a day with the Lord ;'·'· 
that seems very logical, does it not? '' In the day that 
thou eatest thereof, dying, thou shalt die.:" ',. One day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years. �,, Adam did not
live a thousand years, and therefore he died in the day
that he ate. of the forbidden fruit.. Isn't that ve�y 
logical? It is very unscriptural, however, for if you
turn with me to Genesis 5 5, you will hear what God 
say� about· Adam's dying.· '' And an the DAYS that 
Adam lived were 930 years; and he died," In the 
DAY that thou eatest- thereof,. dying, thou shalt die," 
and "All the DAYS that Adam lived were 930 years." 
From which, he who listens to God is made to under­
stand that, in the very moment of the day of the. year. 
in which Adam partook of. that forbidden fruit, that 
moment, dying, he died., He became dead, in God's 
use of the word, dead, as expressing the condition and 
positi'on of a perishing soul, of a sin-wrecked being, 
yet he did not cease to be, nor has he ceased to be ; 
since Adam, in contrast with the beast, had the breath 
of J ehov�h God breathed into his oost'nls; b,y the which 
he became a living soul. The beast God created a

living soul by the w0rd of his po,ver, but man was 
made to become a living soul, through the breath of 
Jehovah God being breathed it',to- his nostrils. And 
herein lies the great constituent difference betwixt man 
and bea·st. The beast dies and is not ; man dies, and 
yet is ; for, in God, man lives,· moves, and is ; and, in 
God, the beast is not. 



The word " soul " is most tempting to me when 
speaking on such a subject as we have before. us to-night� 
but time quite precludes my attempting to speak of it, 
I only repeat what I have elsewhere said, that the word 
"soul,'' both in the Old and New Testament, is used by 
God in a fourfold sense. Beware, then, of those who
handle the word of truth in connection with "soul,,

that they mislead you not by mixing up and confusing 
one with another of these four distinctive uses that God 
makes, both in the Old and New Testament, of the 
word soul And let me add : The word " soul" does 
not express the· same truth as the word " living soul ;" 
and soul, amid its fourfold uses, is ever kept distinctively 
from the beast as being an inherent, constituent part of 
maa, as man, who has. in him beside the sou], a. spirit, 
whereby he is, having spirit, and soul, and body, a 
living .soul, and sometimes is only spoken of as being a 
soul, that is, a person. 

Some people are helped by contrasts, and I want to 
look at, firstly, the cipposite of the word, immortality, 
before looking at the word itself. Turn with me to 
Romans 6. r 2 : "Let not sin, therefore, reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof ." 

Romans 8. 11 : '' But if the Spirit of Him that raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by" or (as the ma.rgin �ays), "because of His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you." 

1 Cor. 15. 53-54 : '' And this mortal, must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put 
oil incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality." 

2 Cor. 4. 11: '·' For we who live are always delivered 
unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus 
might be manifest in our mortal flesh." 

2 Cor. .. 5. 4: '' For we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened : not for that we would be un­
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality"· (the same 
wor.d as, we have seen elsewhere five times over trans� 
lated1mnrtal); '' tqat the mortal might be swallowed up 
of life." 
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These six Scriptures,i in which you have the word 
mortal, give you the opposite of the word, immortality, 
in, each of which to the· simplest reader, th� meaning is 
evident and plain, that the mortal body and the· mortaL 
flesh is no other body than the body in which we noW' 
are,, which is liable to death, and as liable to death, is a: 
mortal body. 

Immortality, as we have. said, is th� opposite of this, 
and means, non-liability to death. As for its three 
occurrences, look with me. now at .1 Cor. 15. 53-54 : 
" For this corruptible must put on incorrupti'on, and 
tnis mortal must put on i'mmortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and thi's 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, ' Death is 
swallowed' up in [rather unto]. victory.'" 

That gives us two out of the three occurrences in the: 
New Testament., 'Ehe other one is. in I Tim .. 6. 14; 
'' Keep· the commandment. without spot, unrebukable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ;, which in 
His times. He shall show the blessed and only Potentate,, 
the King of kings, and Lord. of lords," Who is none 
other than the. Lord Jesus Christ, as. the book of the: 
Revelation. of Jesus Christ twice tells us, and of Whom 
here,. in verse 16, it is affirmed " Who only hath 
immortalfty ;. Who d welleth in light unapproachable ; 
Whom no. man hath seen nor can see ; to Whom be 
honour and power everlasting. Amen." 

Thus. in . 1 Cor. 15. we have the· word, immortality, 
twice connected with mortal ones ; and in I· Tim. 6. we 
have it connected directly with: the Blessed Lord Jesus 
Cbri!-,t Himself.. The word. mortal, in the Scriptures, 
is ever only used by God to bespeak or. to describe a 
condition of the body. The word, m·ortal, neither 
touches the spirit nor the soul of man. 'The word, mortal 
never· grapples with the person, who is in the body. 
The word, mortal, is only used to bespeak body condition. 
So the word immortality, its· blessed opposite, i"s ever· 
only in the Scriptures used by God to describe, to be­
speak a condition of bocfy. The word immortality, too, 
does not look at the spirit, nor the soul of man ; it de--
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scribes not the ma1,1 who is in the body, but like its 
opposite, the word mortal, is ever only used by God to 
bespeak a body. condition, I am indeed most careful 
to lay this in your spirit, in your understanding, on your 
heart, on your conscience, with such a definiteness of 
statement that ao one here present may readtly mistake 
that which I am seeking to utter. 

I Cor. 15. 5 i : " Behold I show you a ·mystery ; we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a 
moment, in the t\vinkling of an eye, at the last trump, 
for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, aad we shall be changed "-the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we, we shall be changed­
" .For this cornipt_ible mu�t put on· incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality." See, the dead 
in Christ, who are raised by the Lord Jesus Christ in 
His coming as Son of God, will not get immortality.; 
the dead in Christ will get incorruptibility? And, pray, 
what is the ,vord incorruptibility? This word, like the 
word immortality, is used by God to bespeak condition 
of body, concerning those who have been put to sleep 
through Jesus ; concerning such as are dead in Christ. 
The woi-d incorruption or incorruptibility, which is the 
ccfrrelative of the word immortality, bespeaks the con­
dition ·of body which the de�d in Christ shall get when 
the Lord Jesus shall come and shout them out from 
among the dead) and take them up with the living, who 
in mortal bodies shalf get immortality, and shall go up, 
the dead anil living in Christ, to Him, to be for ever 
with, and like the Lord. But see, the body that the dead 
in Christ have is a corruptible body ; the body that the 
qead in Christ will get, when they are raised by the 
Lord in His coming as Son of God, will be an incorrupt� 
ible body. Therefore these words, corruptible and in­
corruptible, in I Cor. 15. only describl! the condition of 
the body of 'the departed and glorified saint. As you 
look at them ia the time that now is (ere He comes, 
Who shall come and tarry not) 1 

as to their bodies, they 
are corruptible ; when He shall come, as to their bodies 
tbey will get incorruptibility, their bodies shall be raised 
in incorruption. 
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The living in Christ will not get incorruptibility or 
incorruption. The living in Christ, in contrast with 
the dead, will get what I Cor. 15. twice over tells us, 
they will get immortality ; for immortality is the word 
that God chooses to describe the body condition of those 
caught up alive without death in the coming of the 
Lord Jesus, of such as are in Christ when He shall come 
as Son of God. 

But then. you say, the Lord Jesus died, and if the 
word, immortality, only bespeaks a body condition, 
how.does it come about? If th� word immortality has 
nothin'g at all to do with the spirit or soul of man, 
nothing at all to do with the continuance of existence of 
the person in the body ; what about the Lord Jesus 
" Who only hath immortality "? He died, and you 
have said that the dead in Christ never get immortality. 
The dead in Christ get incorruptibility. )'" ou have said 
that the living only get immortality� How then has 
the Lord Jesus immortality ? 

Immortality here spoken in connection with the Lord 
Jesus is a word that God us·es to describe the con­
dition of body which He, the glorified coming Son of 
God, has. He died. He died at the hand of man and 
God. He was buried, bur though He died and was 
buried, yet God suffered not His-holy One to see corrup­
tion; and had the Lord's body s.een corruption, He had 
never had immortality.* We speak firmly and plainly, 
not to dogmatise or to dominate faith, but to express 
our earnest conviction on the clear simplicity of the 
ttuth from God, which by manifesting, we trust we 
commend ourselves to every man's conscience that we 
speak the truth in Christ and, lie not ; that we speak the 
truth from God, not handling the Word of God de.­
ceit(ully. 

Have you been able to follow thus simply, thus closely, 
that you see He only lzas immortality. The w.ord, im­
mortality, has nothing at all to do with the existence of 
God, as the Scriptures speak ; nothing at all to do with 
the existence qf angels, as the Scriptures speak; ·nothing 

• The Lord Jesus Christ is• said lo DE incorruptibl.e ( I "Tim. 1.
17, R. V.) and to HAVE immortality. 
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at all to do with the exu;tence of :the Deviil, as the 
Scriptures speak ; nothing at all to do with the existence 
of demons, as the Scriptures speak ; nothing at all to 
do with the existence of man, ·whether sa-ved man or 
lost man ; nothing .at all to do with bis existence as 
man. The word, immortality, only found thrice in the 
Scriptures., is ever by God used most distinctly of .a 
body condition. 

And the saint will naturally :ask, When ithe Lord 
Jesus comes as Son of God, and loved ones gone before 
are raised, and we ar� caught up 1,Vith them, who have 
immortality given us be.cause we are .alive, He having 
come, what will the difference betwixt .us be J None. 
No difference. Would you then say that all the glorified 
have corruption or incorr,uptibility, would yo.u then say 
that all the glorified have immortality? No, for 
immortality and incorruptibility, as God speaks, only 
bespeak a body condition at that moment, and beyond 
that moment, in feJlowship with God, we dare not go 
to bespeak a condition. This •We know, that they, 
who are caught up in incorruptibility, and we, who are 
caught up in immortality, when \V.e see Him shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as ,He is. 

Immortality, thus we hold, and hold to have shown, 
has a definite meaning confined to itself, and that, to 
express body condition. 'That it never means eternal 
life ; that it is not synonymous with eternal life-you 
remember, that a non-synonym expresses the difference 
of yes and no, the difference of here and there. That 
immortality is as different from eternal life as yes is 
from no, we �o on now to show. 

All in Christ, whether it be the departed or the yet 
alive, have eternal life. Shall I need to turn up 
Scriptures to prove that we have it? A Scripture or two 
may help some. Who does not recall the last verse of 
John 3.: '• He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life." John 5. 39: "Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think to have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of Me." John 6. 53 -: '' Then Jesus said unto then,, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you ; except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man, ye have no life in you. vVhoso eateth 
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My fl�sh and 1rinketh My blood, hath eternal life and I 
will raise him up in the last day.,, 1 John 5. 12, 13 :
" He that hath the Son hath the life." Who have the 
Son? John 1 12 : '' To as many as received Him, to 
lhem gave He power to become the children of God, 
even to them who believe on His name." 1

' He that 
hath the Son, hath the life. He that hath not the Son 
of God, hath not the life.'" (The Revised Version will 
show you so.) ' 1 These things have I. written unto you." 
(I sha11 read here the Revised Version, as 'it is much 
the clearer)-13th verse: "These things have I written 
unto you, that ye may KNOW that ye HAVE eternal life, 
unto you that believe on thP. name of the Son of God." 
There are scores here to-01ght who indeed believe on 
the name of the Son of God ; who indeed believe on the 
Son of God ; and we have to-night the gift of God 
given to us as believers .on• His Son ; we have to-night 
eternal life. 

I have two loved sisters ;gone before, In their days 
of life, as in their hours of dying time, it was their 
brightest testimony, their possession of the gift of Gop 
to them, which is eternal life. Yet these loved ones 
now with the Lord, n·ow gone to be with Christ, who 
have eternal life, will never get immortality.. Never ! 
Never ! For the dead in Christ get not immortality ; 
the dead in Christ get inco'rruptibility, when He comes 
for His loved and His own. 

Eternal life I have as a believer on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Immortality I may get. Immortality I shall 
only get if the Lord Jesus comes while I am in mortal 
body. If out of mortal body, in the will of God I am 
then, I shall never get immortality. But come ,vhat 
may, change what will, eternal life whi�h I have, the gift 
of God to me, I shall have for ever and for ever. 

So different is eternal lifc·'from immortality. None 
in Christ but have eternal life. Millions in Christ will 
nevergetimmortality. And, oh I how the Christadelphian 
or other teacher of destructive heresies staggers and 
totters as a drunken man, before the solemn, simple 
declaration of the truth of God, which shows that 
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eternal life is ·not the. synonym of immortality, and 
:immortality is not the synonym of eternal life. 

,., He brought life and incorruption to light through 
the _gospel." Wha� is the life that' is brought to light 
through the gospel? It is that the mortal being shall 
be swallowed up of life at the coming of the Son of God. 
What is the incorruption brought to Jight through the 
gospel? It is that the dead in Chri.�t shall be raised 
b•efore the resurrection of the last day. The dead in 
Christ raised in incorruptiou. That js the life, and that 
•is the incorruption brought to light through the gospel.
.That is the mystery told to us by Paul, committed to
n·o other servant of God, but to him, to tell us it from
·God direct. That God may add His perfecting blessing,
let us now and e.ver. pray.

NOTE. 

The word" mortal" (0JnJTO!,, adjective) occurs in Rom. 
6. 12, ·8. 1 1, I Cor. 15. 53-54, 2 Cor. 4. 1,1, 5. 4.

Its opposite " imn:iortality" (d.0avacrla, noun)occur� in
I Col,". 15. 53-54, 1 Tim. 6. 16.

The word" immortal" never occurs in the Scriptures
except as .a mis-translation. 

cp0apTos, adjective, "corrupt\ble," occurs in Rom. I. 23. 
1 Cor. 9. 25, 15. 53-54, 1 Pet. :t. 18-23 .

.Its opposite, a.</>0apTos, adjective, " incorruptible,,. 
occurs in :Rom. r. 23, 1 Cor. 9, 25, 15. 52, r Pet. i. 4, 
23, 3. _14, ·aQd mis-tr�nslated "immortal" (incorruptible, 
R.V.) in I Tim. I. 17 ..

Still its opposite, &.c.p0ap<T{a, noun,• " incorruption,••
-Occurs in I Cor. • 15. 42, 50 1 53-54, mis-translated im­
mortality-(iricorrupti"on, R. V.)-in Rom. 2. 7, and 2 Tim. 
I. ro, �nd in Eph, 6. 24,, where in the A. V. it is mis­
trapslated sincerity .(R. V., uncorruptness). I ts occurr­
ence in Tit .. 2. 7, is· cancelled by the Revisers. d.c.p06p{a.
(se¢ Greek, R. V.) occurs in Tit. 2. 7, " uncorruptness.''



Is The Devil a Person, or 

What? 

� UR subject this afternoon is: " ls the Devil a 
� Person, or What? " 

Christians are apt "to �sk-this question in connection 
with such a subject as is before us to-day-' 1 Of what 
profit can inquiry -into such a tbing- be to us ? " 
Speaking recently in Greenock· .:in this subject, that 
-question qccurred to the mind of one who had o.nce
s�rved io Her Majesty's army, and on reflection he came
to this-I judge-wise conclusion, that it .was in love
for His people that the Lord Jesus as a wise General
with His soldiers, has caused to be written in the
Scriptures which are for the complete furnishing of H;is
people, warnings against the seductions and ·wiles of
that one in the Scriptures called from first to ·last,
en:iphatically, "THE DEVIL." I need not take up our
precious time this afternoon in repeating the varied
designations found on the lips and from the pens of
many as to what the De.vii is. I wi�h rather to seek to
use well the time at our disposal, by asking you
carefully to follow· with me in the book of God,- what
He has got. to say, answering our q_uestion, as to
\vh�ther the Devil is a person or what?

Io the Old Testament, as in the New,. you get the
,vord '' devils,'' but the words that in- the Old
Testament are translated "devils," and the word that
in. the N e,v Testament is translated 11 devils.," are words
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that are never applied by God to the only person called 
in Scripture '' tlie Satan"-'' tlze Devil.''

Will those, therefore, who seek to publicly proclaim 
the truth of God, be careful in their use of the word 
'' Devil,'' and the word '' devils." 

Io the Old Testament, Leviticus 17. 7 : " And they 
shall no more offer their sacrifices ·unto devils." 

2 Chronicles 11. 15 : ·" And he ordained him priests 
for the high places, and for -the devils." 

These two occurrences of the word '' devils " are 
from a Hebrew word that commonly is translated by 
the Eoglish word g-o-a-t-s. The same word occurs in 
Leviticus 16. thirteen times, and in each instance in 
that one chapter it is translated by the word '' goat.

,
; 

The Hebrew word means literally, a 11airy one. 
There is another word translated ''devils," in the 

Old Testament. Deut. 3::1. 17 : "They ·sacrificed unto 
devils, not to God." 

Psalm 106. 37 : .�, Yea, they sacrificed their sons and 
daughters unto devils.,, 

This Hebrew word translated '' devils " in these 'two 
latter passages, occurs nowhere else in the Old 
Testament. Whatever it literally means, it does riot 
mean God. It is the opposite of God. Consequently 'the 
translators of the Hebrew Bible into the Greek tongue, 
in the version commonly called the Septuagint, render 
the Hebrew word in Deut. 32. 17 and Psalm 106. ·37, 
by the Greek word mis-translated "devils" in the New 
Testament, which word, I beg of you to remember, is 
never applied nor used to describe the evil one that is 
before us especially to-day, to determine whether a 
person or a thing is spoken of by God. 

Turn to Job 1. In the Hebrew, and in the Greek, 
that is, in the Old and New Testament, the word for 
'' Satan," who is also called the Devil, is an adje�tive, 
having a masculine pronoun preceding it. The word in 
the Old Testament for "Satan,, occurs in the adj'ective 
form ten times, and when found without the article is, 
pure .and simple, in translation into English, the word 
'' adversary." Seventeen times the word with the 
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article is found in the ·Hebrew., and when the adjective, 
,in the Hebrew and in .the Greek, has ·the article joined 
with it, it is, no longer an adjective, but a pro.per. noun, 
that is, the name of a person. 

To show you the.difference ·of ,the word in its adjective 
form and noun form, I ask you .t0 notice the -occurrences 
of the word ·" Satan " here, as given in chapter 1. and 
chapter 2.

Job 1. 6 : '' Now th.ere was a day when the sons of 
God ca.me to -present themselves be.fore the Lord, and 
Satan came also among them." '' And the Satan,'' it 
is literally, "'the Adversary.·" "And the Adversary 
came -also am�n·g them.'' Then in verse 7 you get the 
name Satan twice. Then 'in verse 8 you have the nacne 
Satan. Then in verse 9, Then in verse 12 you have 
it twice. Then in chapter 2. verse 1, once. Verse 2,

twice. Verse 3, once, Verse 4, once. Verse 6, once. 
Verse 7, once. And thus out. ·of the seventeen times 
tha.t the word occurs in the Hebrew with the article, 
you have ·it fourteen times in these two c"hapters of the 
book of Job, and never again 'is Satan mention�d in th� 
Old Testament under this .name until vou come tp the 
book of Zechariah the prophet. 

Before turning to this, turn back with me for a 
moment or two to the .book of N um be·rs, 22. 22 .: "And 
God's .anger ·was .kindled because he [Balaam] went, 
and the angel of the Lord stood in the way for an 
adversary against him.'' 

Verse 32: "And the angel of the Lord said unto him 
(Balaam,] Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these 
three times, behold. I went out to withstand thee" (or, 
as the margin says, " I went out to be an adversary 
unto thee'') " because thy way is perverse before Me." 

In. these two Scriptures, verses 22 .and 32, you have 
the word Satan, without the article, and here it is, pure 
and simple, an adjective. The angel of the Lord went 
out to be adversary to Balaam, but the angel of the 
Lord did not become '' Tlie 'Satan," that is, '' Tl,e 
Adversary." Definitely,. absolutely, only one in the

Scriptures· in Old and' New Testament, is ever spoken 
of as '' The Satan ., " or '' 'The Devi'!." 



Turn over now, please, to the book of the prophet 
Zechariah 3. '-' And he shewed me Joshua, the High 
,Priest, standing before the angel of the Lord,_ and 
Satan [the Satan] standing at his right hand to resist 
him. - And the Lord said unto THE Satan, The Lord 
rebuke thee, 0 Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen 
Jerusalem rebt1ke thee: is not this a brand plucked out 
of the fire ? " 

Thus the fourteen times of Job 1. and 2., and the 
three_ times of Zechariah 3., are all the instances in the 
Old Testament Scripture where you get the Devil 
spoken of under the title of Satan. The name Devil, 
is not found in the Old Testament at all. The name 
for the one called "The Devil" in the New Testament, 
-in the whole of the Old Te�tament is, as I have said
_again and again, to stamp it on your memory and mind,
the Satan.

Turn now to the New Testament. 
I wish first of all to show you the personality of 

Satan ; then to show you- the character of Satan ; then 
to show you his determined opposition to the angel of 
God; his determined opposition to the ·children of God; 
then I shall show you his work in unconverted men' ; 
and lastly, I will show yuu his doom at the hand of God; 
after the which I have only to appeal to you \Vho receive 
the Bible as from God asking, '· Is the Devil a person, 
'or what? " and get the unanimous ans\vcr, '' He is an 
awful person ; not a thing ; not a theory ; not having a 
co-equal, but stands alone, the fell arch evil one ; the 
opposer of God, the opposer of everything that is good, 
and the leader of everything that is ill ; the Satan, the. 
Devil, the Serpent, whom we shall see is indeed the 
ancient one." 

The word in the New Testament translated Devil is, 
when standing alone, not having the article, an adjective, 
and in its adjective form is found only five times in the 
New Testament. Three times out of the five occurrences 
of it in adjective form it is found in the plural, but mark, 
when used as a proper noun it �l ways has the article 
,AND 1s NEVER FOUND in the plural number (any more 
than is " the Satan '' in the Old Testament) 1 but· hl ways 
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i� the singular, always in the masculine gender, always 
bespeaking a definite one, whom none that will be 
taught by God can fail to recognise, ·and all who thus 
learn are kept by God as in a fortress, from cqnfusiog 
him with others and thus having in their mind a clear 
perception, and in their beart a high dread of hi.m 
whom the Scriptures reveal in his person, his work, 
his charae;cer, and his doom ; they indeed may well 
understand why he is so diligent in this our time and 
day to make me·n be persuaded,. (but they must be 
persuaded apart from the Scriptures) tµat there is no 
Devil. 

Matthew 4. gives us the first occurrence of the word 
in the New Testament, "Then. was Jesus led up of the 
Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the Devil." 
Always write that name with a capital D in your 
English Bible. The Translators have been careless, or 
tpe- printer, I know not which ; sometimes they give it 
with a small d, other· times they give it with a capital 
D, but as from the mouth of God it comes, whether it 
be the Satan, or the Devil, it always should have the 
capital S, and the capital D. Therefore, when you 
write, or have your writing committed to print, see 
that this be clear and distinct that the reader shall 
understand you are speaking of a prop�r person, and 
the(efore contend to ha,ve it represented with its right 
letter in English, the capital S or the capital D. Verse 8: 
"Again the Devil taketh Him up into an exceeding 
high mountain and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them." Verse 10: "Then 
said Jesus unto him, "Get thee hence, SATAN, for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve." Verse 11: "Then the 
Devil leaveth Him, and behold angels came and 
ministered unto Him." 

Thus from the lips of the Holy One of God, we are 
taught to recognise the Satan of Old Testament 
Scripture to be the same as the Devil of New 
Testament Scripture, for in each of these four occurr­
ences of the word Devil, verses 1, 5, 8, ana r 1, it is 
" THE DEVIL.,, 



Turn now to the Gospel- of Chri'st according to Luke, 
4. 2, where you have the expressi·on again, "The
Devil;" verse 3, "The Devil;" verse 5, " The Devil;"
verse 6, "The Devil ; 

,
,. verse 13, "The Devil," 

absolutely naming this one who directly tempted 1n 
person the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some men say that the Devil is sin in man. See, so 
far is that removed from the truth, that of the Holy. 
One of God is written by God, •' lie knew no sin," 
'' He. had no sin." " H'e did no sin,." therefore to the 
sinless One the Devil came, came to tempt Him, came 
to prove Him, spok� to Him, exhibited his power to 
Him,. told of that he could convey to Him, so; that the 
Devil, as presented in the Gospel by Matthew and by 
Luke,, two witnesses from God,. as. in the presence of 
the Holy One·of God, coul'd not possibly be sin in man. 
For He who thus away from man, was tempted by the 
Devil, and He who answered the Devil with Scripture, 
saw. that he to whom He spoke had intdligence to 
recognise the Scripture, had intelligence to know from 
Whom the: Scriptures. came, had. intelligence to re­
c.ognise that He who spoke the Scriptures was mightier 
than he ; the· Devil in his awful personality is stamped 
beyond contradiction from. the mouths of God's two 
witnesses, Matthew and Luke,. and that not in his awful' 
work upon the: sons of men-, but in his interuiew 
tempting the Holy One of God,. as we have· read this 
afternoon, and as most 0£ us· have known from our 
infancy. 

I will only quote further, in connect-i'on witl1 the 
personality of the Devil, Hebrews 2. r4: "' Forasmuch 
then as the children· are I?artakers of' blood and flesh, 
H � also, Himself, likewise took part of the same, that 
through death He might d"estroy him having the pow�r 
of death, that is, the Devil.'' 

For his. CHARACTER, John 8. 44.· The Holy One of 
God speaking, says, "ye, are of your father, the Devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. HE "--the 
most emphatic pronoun that the Greek language 
knows*-" HE, was a murderer fron1 the beginning 

Ekeinos. 



and abode not in the truth-because there is nQ trµth. 
in him., When he speaketh a lie he speaketh of his 
owo,. for he is a Har and the father of it." Who.? 
The Devil.. A murderer, a liar from1 the beginning, 
one in whom the truth is not. 

Again. for his character. 1 John 3 .. 8.:. "He. that 
con,mitteth sin is of the. Devil, for the Devil sinneth 
from the b_eginning.. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested., that He might destroy. the works of 
the Devil. Whosoever is born of. God doth not 
commit sin, for His seed remaineth in him,. and he 
cannot sin, beoause he is born of God. In this the 
children of God are- manifest,. and the children of the 
Devil. Whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his brother." Not only 
was he a murderer from the beginning, and is a 
murderer-a man-slayer_;but he was and i's a li'ar, and 
not only so, black and terrible as is such a character, 
he is one that sinneth and only sinneth, yea, and what 
is intensely solemn here is this, he has a family, who are 
like unto their father, they si·n, sin, sin, they li'e, lie, lie, 
and they, like him, are men-destroyers. 

Jude, 9th• verse. We are going to look at three 
aspects of his •work. '· 1 Yet Michael, the Archangel, 
when contending- with the Devil.'' He contends with 
God's Archangel, for God has only one. Poets and 
preachers have sung and spoken about archangels, but 
God's revelation only speaks of one, and that Archangel, 
as regards the doing of the will of God, was opposed 
by the opponent of God and man,, who is called, the 
Devil. We will now look at five or six Scriptures that 
show his work toward the children of God. Ephes. 4. 27:. 
"Neither give place to the Devil."· Ephes. 6. 11 :. 
ii Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand agaiost the wiles," (that is, the methods) 
" of the Devil." He is a planner ; he is one that holds 
counsels ; he is one that works with deliberation ; he is 
oae who has mtthods, so that if this way will not 
succeed,, then perhaps that way will succeed. "Put on" 
-says God to His children- i 1 The whole armour
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. that ye may be abl_e to stand against the wiles 
of the Devil." And still he seeks to ov_erthro,v- God's 
people. 1 Peter 5. 8: 1' Be sober, be watchful, ,your 
Adversary the Devit, as a roadng lion walketh about 
seeking-seeking-seeking-whom· he may devour." 
11 Be sober." therefore, Christian, " be watchful," 
because your· Adversary is going about seeking whom 
he may devour. James 4.7: "Resist the Devil, and he. 
will flee from you." Ask. the Christian if his experiencP 
of the lusting of sin within him is that when he resists, 
the lusts flee from him, anti he will. tell you, "Would 
God it were so ; " but as to the Devil, we have but to 
resist him, and he flees, for he has no power at all 
against us when we are clad with the armour of God. 

Revelation 2. Lo: 1
' Fear none of these things which

thou shalt suffer. Behold, THE DEVIL shall cast some 
of you into prison," and so on. The Devil doing his 
work by men in mortal flesh. His children _against the 
children of God, casting the latter into prison. I Tim. 
3. 6 and .7 : '' Not a. novice, lest hP.irig tifted up with •
pride he fall into the jµdgement of the Devil. Moreover
he must have a good report of them which are witho\,1t;
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the Devil."
That is, the judgement into ·which U1e· Devil fell ; tlie
snare in which the Devil himself is. 2 Tim. 2. 26 :
1

' And that they may recover themselves out of the
snare of the Devil, who are taken captive by him, unto
His will." Att these Scriptures thus far we have come,
speak about one only person ai1d his awful work, under
the title of, the Devil.

Now for hjs work in unconverted men. Matt, 13. 39: 
'' The enemy that soweth them is the Devil." The 
S'on of God again speaking. Luke 8. 11, 12. The 
Son of God again is heard to say, '' Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way� 
side a.re they that hear ; then cometh the Devil and 
taketh aw�y the word out of their hearts lest they should 
believe. 'and be �aved." John 13. 2: "And during 
supper, the· Devil, having al'ready put into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him." Acts 10.

38: "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
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Spirit and with power ; who went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed by the Devil." 
These four verses that we have looked at show the 
work of the Devil as opposing the will of God, as seek­
ing the destruction of men, even unto the lake of fire, 
which is the second death. His work in unconverted 
men as in converted men, is in direct opposition to the 
will and wh-h of God. 

Now for his doom. Turn to Rev. 12. 9 : "And the 
great Dragon was cast out, that old Serpei1t. ;, Thi� 
is, old, not in the sense of decay, but it is old, in the 
sense of being ancient. 

It is not, old of age, where weakness and senility 
are expressed and signified, but it is, old, in the sense 
of being experienced. "And the great Dragon was 
cast out, the ancient Serpent, called the Devil and the 
Satan, who deceiveth the whole earth ; he was cast out 
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him." 
I 2th verse : "Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of the 
earth and of the sea ! for the DEviL is cdme down unto 
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth he hath 
but a short time." Chapter 20. I, 2 : " And I saw an 
angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And 
he laid hold on the Dragon, that ancient Serpent, who 
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years." Verse Io: "And the Devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
Beast aad the False Prophet are. 

'' Oh ! " say some of these teachers of dcstruclive 
heresies, '' there is no word ' are,' and we have as 
n1uch right to put in, ' were,' as you have lo put in, 
'are.' " Do you see, they want to say that lhe Beast 
and the False Prophet that were cast in a thousand 
years before this time, that they are not in this place of 
torment now, and therefore they quibble at the word, 
" are,'' that is in italics to show that in the original 
Greek there is no corresponding word. But there is in 
the Greek, a word that absolutely answers to the word 
'' a r e." Listen ! ' 1 And the Devil that clecei ved them 
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was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where are 
l he ben!-t and the false prophet, and they rhnll be tor­

mented.·• \i\Tho shall be torn1_en ted ? Is '' shall be
tormented,'' a verb in the third person singular, and
therefore would read, "And HE shall be tormented"?
No 1 '' And shall be tormented" is the third person
plural, "And says THEY shall be tormented." And who
are the " they'' ? We have read of the Devil ; we have
read of the Beast; '\Ve have read of the False Prophet.
Three persons? and concerning them it is written,
"And THEY shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever." That is to say as long as God lives
(see Rev. 4. 9, 10. 6).

Thus from Rev. 12. and from Rev. 20. we have 
traced the doom of him, who, far back in creation's 
morning, marred the work of God by bringing in sin, 
and sin bringing in death. 

That fell adversary of God and 1nan, we have traced 
through the Scriptures as being definitely, from the 
mouth of God, designated as '' the Satan," designated 
as '' the Devil ; " seen to be a person in the presence of 
the personal Son of God. 

We have seen hin1, not only to be a person, but a 
person having power, 'and that, great power, n1ighty 
power. Thank God, it is not almighty, for there is a 
mightier than he. We have seen that one in his work 
of seductive leading astray, and opposing of the people 
of God ; and we have seen him in his seeking the 
judgement unto damnation, of perishing sons of n1en 
not born again, in that he seeks to hinder the \IVord of 
God having its weight and place in their heart ; and 
we have followed him until we have seen him cast down 
to the earth, and will be on the earth until he is taken 
up by the mighty angel of God, and hurled from earth 
down lo the depths of the lake of fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death, and there, he, and those 
whom he hath seduced unto the damnation of the lake 
of fire, shall be tormented for ever and ever. 

He is a person, and not a thing; a tei-rible awful 
bclog, whose sentence neither slu111bers nor delnys, unJ 
of a trulh, whos" condemnation shall be just. 



THE COMING AGAIN 

OF THE 

LORD JESUS CHRIST 

I. 

J PROPOSE to-night, dear friends, to give the out-
line of the subject that is named for this and to­

morrow night's consideration, and hope, if God permit 
and help, to come back then and fill in the outline. The 
subject, as I daresay you already know, is that of the 
coming again of the Lord Jesus. I shall endeavour 
just to be as elementary as possible, and speak as if 
to persons to ·whom the subject is entirely new, and 
would therefore seek to begin at the very foundation, 
and lead out in the consecutive parts of Holy Writ 
where it may be necessary, to raise the structure that 
God would have exhibited and known as His holy mind 
in the matter of the coining again of His blessed Son. 

The reason ,vhy we speak of His coming again ts 
because He has already once co1ne; and if you read 
with me two verses in the Acts of the Apostles, you 
will have this word established in the mouth of two 
witnesses from God. Acts 7. 52. : Stephen here speak­
ing says, "Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted? and they have slain them ,vhich 
shew·ed before of the coining of the Just One; of 
·whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers. 11 

Acts 13. 23, 24: Fron1 the 1nouth of God's servant,
Paul, we have these words : " Of this n1an's seed hath
God according to I-Iis promise raised ( or brought)
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: when John had first

3 
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preached before I-Iis coining the baptis1n of repent­
ance to all the people of Israel." 

But not only have we this testimony to His having 
co111e, but our Lord Jesus Rin1self said, and says, that 
having come first fron1 God, and in expediency for us, 
gone back to God, therein He offers our heart assur­
ance that 1-Ie is coining again. As in the 14th chapter 
of the Gospel of Christ, according to John, we have it : 
" If I go and prepare a place for you, I come again 
and will receive you unto Myself, that ·where I am, 
there ye may be also"; and more than one of those 
who heard Him thus speak have taken up 1-Iis blessed 
words and testified that He is indeed coming again ! 

So important is the truth of I-Iis coming again, that 
in the 2nd Epistle by John he writes , " He is the 
deceiver and the antichrist who denieth that Jesus 
Christ is COMING [ not come] in the flesh." 

He who has already come f ron1 God and gone back 
to God, is coming again. 

And besides this, to the one who is especially the 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God to the 
natiol'1s, were com1nitted glories and facts in connec­
tion with the coming again of the Lord Jesus as Son 
of God, that we through greater knowledge of these 
facts and glories n1ight have the greater com£ ort. 

In His past, His first co1ning,-it was but one 
coming-there were two great stages. These, if not 
typical, are at least aptly illustrative of the two 6imilar 
stages that are to h1ark His coming again, which yet is 
but one coming. 

In the Scriptures these two stages of His coming 
again are broadly distinguished by the terms, " the 
coming of the Son of Man," and "the coming of the 
Son of God." 

The order is, the first stage of the coming again is 
in the character of Son of God; the second stage is 
in the character of Son of Man. The Stl1 chapter of 
the Gospel of Christ, accotding to John, tells us that 
He has received atithority to execute judgment because 
He is Son of Man, and in connection with the latter 
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stage of Fiis coming again it is especially as the 
e..xecutor of God's righteous judg1nent; in contrast to 
,vhich His title, " Son of God," is as the Life-giving 
One, the Quickening One; and the order, as I have 
said, of His coining again, is firstly, as Son of God, 
and secondly, as Son of Man. 

Neither in 1-'Iatthe,v, Mark, nor Luke, are there any 
words from God that directly bear on the first stage 
of the con1ing again of the Lord Jesus. All the words 
in connection ,vith the coming again of the Lord Jesus 
as given through Matthew, Mark, and Luke, concern 
the latter stage, viz., His coming as Son of Man. Not 
until you come to the Gospel by John, do you read of 
His coming as Son of God, and there you only get the 
merest hint. You may remember that in the 15th 
chapter of 1st Corinthians, Paul writing to "all that 
in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ the 
Lord," says, " Behold I tell to you a MYSTERY." Now 
dearly, if through Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the 
Scriptures which were found in circulation among 
most who ·were calling upon the naine of Jesus Christ 
the Lord at that time, there had been given the mystery 
of 1--Iis coming again as Son of God, the apostle's 
,vords as in the 15th chapter of his first letter to the 
Corinthians were entirely out of place. But he was 
the chosen vessel to unfold the mystery that char­
acterises the first stage of the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus. I have said that in the past coming of 
the Lord Jesus, there were two great stages that aptly 
and instructively illustrate the t\vo great stages of His 
coming again. These two stages of His past coining 
are (1) His birth, and (2) His entry into Jerusalen1, 
in fulfilment of the prophetic word of God. 

I. As to His birth, I beg of you to consider and
read carefully the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of Christ 
by Matthew, and the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of 
Christ by Luke; that is, as to this stage of I--Iis first 
coming. There when you read the 2nd of lVIatthew 
and the 2nd of Luke you will find that the I-Joly One 
of God has left the bosom of God, and appears among 



n1en a Babe in Bethlehem's manger. I-le has come 
from a place to a place, and in the place to which He 
has co1ne we find there are gathered to I-Iim heaven­
enlightened, heaven-sun11noned, heaven-guided ones. 
It would appear that none but those whom Heaven 
had chosen saw that heavenly vision or heard that 
heavenly voice. This great point I wish you to see in 
that first stage, that illustrates the first stage of His 
coming again, that He came to a place from a place, 
and to the place to which he came there were gathered 
to Him, heaven-enlightened, heaven-summoned, 
heaven-guided ones. 

II. Now look at the 21st of Matthew ·with me.
Verse 4 = " This was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which ·was spoken by the prophet, saying, 'Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion, Behold thy I(ing cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an 
ass.' And the disciples went, and did as Jesus com­
manded them, and brought the ass, and the colt, and 
put on them their clothes, and they set Hitn thereon. 
And a very great multitude spread their garments in 
the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and 
strewed them in the way. And the multitudes that 
\VENT BEFORE, and that FOLLo,vED, cried, saying, 
'Hosanna' [ which 1neans " Save now."] Save no,v 
the Son of David : Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Save now in the highest.' And when 
He was c01ne into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, ' Who is this? ' And the 1nultitude said, ' This 
is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth, of Galilee.' A.nd 
Jesus went into the temple 0£ God, and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the te1nple, and over­
thre,v the tables of the money-changers, and the seats 
of the1n that sold doves, and said unto them, ' It is 
written, My house shall be called the house of prayer, 
but ye have n1ade it a den of thieves.' And the blind 
and the lame came to IIim in the temple; and I-le 
hea1ed them." 

In this, the second stage of His past coining, He 
came to where the people were, over \vhom, as God's 
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appointed and anointed l(ing, 1-Ie was to reign; and 
not only did I-le come to where they ,vere, in contrast 
to the first stage of rlis past con1ing, where some ,vere 
gathered to where I-le was, but He came to where 
they ,vere, PRECEDED by a multitude, and FOLLOWED by 
a multitude; and He not only can1e to Jerusalem city, 
and moved the city because of His presence, but He 
went direct to the te1nple, and in the te1nple He did a 
purgation, cleansing work, and not only so, but He 
remained there to heal and to bless such as came to 
Him in their need for His blessing. 

,¥hen He comes as Son of God He is coming alone ! 
He is coming from the right hand of the Majesty in 
the heavens where now He sits : He is coming not to 
the earth ; He is coining to the air. When He comes 
as Son of God to the air, He will come with a shout, 
with archangel voice, with trump of God, and the dead 
in Christ shall rise, first ; and then the living _among 
men in Christ shall be caught up together with them 
in clouds to meet the Lord in the air. The dead out 
of Christ He will leave undisturbed in their graves, 
and 1-Ie will leave on the earth the mortal sons of men 
out of Christ. V\T e all in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, shall have been taken out fi:om an1ong the 
dead and the living to meet the Lord in the AIR, and 
so shall we (I do not say "they") ever be with the 
Lord. We shall be taken to where He is when He 
comes to that point. 

When He comes as Son of Man, He will con1e to the 
earth, He ,vill come to Jerusalen1 city, He ·will come 
to the temple of God that is yet to be built in J erusale1n 
city, He will come to take the Antichrist and the false 
prophet red handed; out of the te1nple of God will He 
take them and hurl the1n without death down into the 
depths of hell, and then shall I-le do a purging ·work 
in the temple of God; and from that ten1ple I-le shall 
guide, and shall n1anifest .I-Iis power to bless ; and there 
shall be brought to I-li1n such as answer to those of 
whom ,ve read in the 21st of Matthew, who came unto 
1-Iim for healing in the second stage of I-Iis past one 
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con1ing. Yea, so literally is the 21st of lVlatlhe,v stage 
of 1-lis past coining an illustration of the latter stage 
of I-Iis con1ing again, that ,vhen I-le comes as Son of 
l\1an, the heavenly hosts, even the angels of His po\ver, 
shall precede 1-Iim, for they shall descend to the earth 
and binding the tares, that is the wicked, cast the1n into 
the outer darkness where shall be weeping and ,vail­
ing and gnashing of teeth : and not only shall 1-Iis 
angels precede Him-a 1nultitude before Him, ,vhen 
1-Ie comes as Son of lVIan-but a n1ultitude shall follow 
Hi1n, namely, the dead and the living in Christ, who 
previously had been caught up to be for ever with the 
Lord when He had come in the character of Son of 
God. 

Moreover, when He comes a$ Son of Man there will 
be no resurrection of dead ones. When that scripture 
is fufilled, " Then shall two be in the field, the one 
shall be taken and the other left; hvo ,vomen shall be 
g1;nding at the 1nill, the one shall be taken and the other 
left," each of those taken will be taken in judgment, 
while they who are left, will be left for blessing. " For 
as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be in the days 
of the Son of Man." " As it ,vas in the days of Lot, 
so shall it be in the days of the Son of Man." Those 
who were taken in the days of Noah and of Lot, and 
those who were left in the days of Noah and of Lot, 
are our Lord's illustration to 1nake us understand ·who 
will be taken, and who will be left in the time that 
characterises the con1ing of the Son of Man. Who, 
then, were taken in the days of Noah? Who ,vere 
taken in the days of Lot? Who ,vere left in the days 
of Noah? Who were left i_n the days of Lot? " The 
wicked," every heart cries out in the intelligence of 
Scripture, "the wicked ,vere taken in the days of 
Noah; the wicked were taken in the days of Lot; the 
righteous were left in the days of Noah; the righteous 
were left in the days of Lot.'' So shall it be in the 
days of the Son of :rvfan. 

The second stage in His coming again is the very 
opposite, you see, of the first stage; for when the dead 
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in Christ and the living in Christ are taken up, the 
dead out of Christ nre left, and the living out of Christ 
are left : nan1ely, when 1-Ic con1cs as Son of God. Ilut 
on the contrary, when I-Te co1nes as Son of Man, it 
shall be as it ,vas in the days of Noah and in the days 
of Lot. 

But see, there was a great difference between 
the days of Noah and the days of Lot. In the days 
of Noah, those who were left were brought throiigh 
the j udgn1ent protected by God. So surely such as 
shall pass through all the bitter persecution of the 
Antichrist shall be protected, by God, who shall 
shorten those days. You remember the word of the 
Lord in the 24th of 1viatthe,v, "Except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; 
but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.'' 
The ,vord " shortened " here is " amputated "­
" Except those days were "a1nputated." The Lord 
,vill cut off a nu1nber of the1n in order that His elect 
may be preserved, �rho ·will answer to such as were 
left in the days of Noah. He will bring them through 
the bitter pers·ecution of the Antichrist, safe into the 
peaceful reign, the 1000 years, con1monly called the 
Millenniun1, the reign of the con1ing Son of Man, the 
Christ of God. 

On the other hand, as it was in the days of Lot, 
so shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed. Ere any of the judgment from God fell 
upon Sodom, Lot was taken out of it, so in the 24th 
of 1'Iatthe,v and correlative Scripture it is ·written, 
" \i\Then ye, therefore, shall see the abomination of 
desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
in the holy place ("rhoso readeth let him understand), 
then let them which be in J udrea flee into the n1oun­
tai ns : Jet him ,vhich is on the housetop not co1ne down 
to take anything out of his house : neither let him 
which is in the field return back to take his clothes." 
Now what is the use of telling people to flee if the 
Antichrist is going to dominate the entire earth, when 
with heliograph, �nd telephone, and telegraph, and God 

Al 
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alone knows what other graph 111ay be in existence at 
that ti1ne, his power indeed shall be great wherever it 
111ay reach : and what can be the Lord's meaning in 
telling thcn1 to flee, if the Antichdst is indce<l to 
do1ninate the entire earth. I-le will not don1inate the 
entire earth. i\n<l here is wonder of wonders for the 
spiritual heart; a view of the way of God, that while 
it instructs causes us to worship; as indeed does all 
gathering of the mind of God, when it is gathered in 
His presence; for in the 11th of Daniel it is written 
of the Antichrist that he will not be able to lay his 
hand upon Edom, Moab, the chief of the children of 
Armnon. And where is that Edom? Where is that 
�1oab? Where is that land of the chief of the children 
of Am1non, over which the Antichrist will not be ,able 
to extend his power? Look at your map, and there 
you will find Palestine running down by the Mediter­
ranean sea, and here Edo1n, here Moab, and here the 
land of the chief of the children of Ammon, and they 
have only to step across the border land of J udrea. The 
land of Ed01n is within running distance, the land of 
Moab is within walking distance, and the land of the 
chief of the children of Ammon is almost within 
stepping distance of Jerusalem. Flee there, and though 
he has a rifle of boundless range, and a rifleman of un­
erring aim, one step out of the land of J udrea into 
Edon1, Moab, or the chief of the children of Ammon, 
and they will be kept there as safe as the living 
Almighty God can keep then1 ! ! But more than this. 
What land is that? That is where Israel's forefathers 
fell, whon1 God brought out of the land of Egypt, by 
His might, through the Red Sea. Surely the Valley 
of Achor will be a door of hope for Israel in that sad 
and bitter hour of Jacob's terrible trouble. Thus you 
see that as Lot fled out of Sodom, so they, ·when they 
see the abomination spoken of by Daniel the prophet 
standing in the holy place-that is, in the temple of 
God that is yet to be built at Jerusalem in the literal 
land of Palestine-they will flee out of the land, and 
be as safe as was Lot from Sodom's judgment. 
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THERE are four of the sixteen doxologies of the 
book of the Revelation that seem to me to complete 
the outline that I have sought to bring before you thus 
far in connection with the coming again of the Lord 
Jesus, and please re1nember that while to-night I have 
gone over Scriptures, quoting them as we reach them, 
to-1norrow night we hope to tun1 up each several pas­
sage and fill in the outline of to-night, so that each 
one may be able to take it away in the heart intelli­
gently, and find it as words from God; and thus neither 
receiving nor rejecting because I happen to say it, 
but receiving what the Lord and Saviour is heard to 
say, each may know the blessedness of that Scripture 
written in the prophet, "And they shall be all taught 
of God, and great shall be the peace of thy children." 

Turn with me now to the book of Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. I wish to mark out four of its sixteen 
doxologies or glory words : 

I. Rev. 1. S : the middle of the verse : "Unto Him
that loveth us and loosed us fro1n our sins in I-Iis O\.Vn 
blood, and hath made .us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father; to Him be glory and. do1ninion for 
ever and ever, Amen." The \Vord "from" here­
" loosed us FROM our sins "-is very different to the 
word " from " which you get in Matt. 1. 21, which 
says : " And thou shalt call His na1ne Jesus, for He 
shall save His people FROM their sins." The word 
" from " in Matt. 1. 21, is this : A mother sees her 
child get up on a chair; the little one will climb up 
higher and higher; if it manages the height at which 
it is seeking to reach, it will topple over, chair and all. 
But the mother, with woman's quickness of pe�cep­
tion, allows the child not to get so far, but snatches 
it fro111, the danger, she lifts it away froni (a1r6) 
the danger. That is Matt .. 1. 21 : " He shall save his 
people FROM their sins," snatching them avvay from 
their sins. 

But this word "·from
,,

( EK), in the first of Revela­
tion, is I-Ie loveth us and hath loosed us OUT OF our 
sins. Thus, then, we know that this doxology or 
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" Glory ,vord," as given here in Rev. 1. 5, 6, is the 
Glory song of the Church which is the Body of Christ, 
which I-Ie shall gather unto riimself when 1-Ic comes 
again in the character of Son of God. 

II. In contrast ,vith which hear these san1e singers
as they sing in Rev. 5. There those who sang "Unto 
I-Iiin that loveth us and loosed us from our sins in 
His own blood" are heard to sing again. "And they sing 
a new song, saying, 'Thou art ,vorthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain and 
hast redeen1ed to God by thy blood out of every kin­
dred, and tongue, and people and nation; and hast 
made THEM unto our God kings and priests, and they 
reign upon the earth," (Rev. 5. 9, 10, see R.V.). Thus 
they who sing the doxology of Rev. 5. sing not of 
themselves, but of others who have been redeemed 
unto their God, and made a kingdo1n, even priests to 
God, and who shall reign upon the earth. Mark well, 
please, that this is a Millennial scene, this is not 
eternity. We know it is not eternity from the 13th 
verse : " And every creature, . .. . and such as are 
on the SEA. . . ." Whereas if you look at Rev. 21. 1, 
you will see that when the present earth and heavens 
shall pass a·way there shall be no more sea. There­
fore we know by comparing Rev. 5. 13, ,vith Rev. 21. 
1, that in Rev. 5. 13 it is not the eternal but the Mil­
lennial glory that is being spoken of, and thus they 
who shall sing the doxology of verses 9 and 10 of this 
5th chapter, already have been taken to Heaven, and 
sing of such as • have been blessed in virtue of the 
blood of the Lamb, who have been made a kingdom of 
priests unto their God, and who, therefore, reign not 
" over" but "upon" the earth. 

III. Turn to the 14th chapter now for a moment:
" And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with I-Iim an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having His Father's nan1e written in their 
foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping 
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with t11eir harps : and they sing as it were a new song 
before the throne, and before the four living creatures, 
and the elders : and no man COULD LEARN that song 
but the hundred and forty and four thousand, ,vhich 
were redeemed from the earth. These are they which 
were not defiled ,vith ,vomen; for they are virgins. 
These are they ·which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
He goeth. These were redeemed from an1ong men, 
being the first-fruits unto God and to the Lamb. f\nd 
in their mouth was found no guile: for they are with­
out fault [ or ,vithout blame] before the throne of 
God." 

Turn back to the 7th chapter. In the first eight 
verses you will get an account of twelve times t\velve 
thousand that ,vere sealed of the twelve· tribes of Israel 
that are here named, corresponding with the hundred 
and forty and four thousand that you get in the l�th 
chapter of the Revelation ,vho learn a song that none 
but the1nselves could learn; and why? because in the 
mouth of none save that hundred and forty and four 
thousand, would the ,vords of the song have a fitting 
place, so that, the ref ore, they might be acceptable to 
God. 

Compare the doxology of the 14th of Revelation 
with that one that we get in chapter 5. that \Ve have 
looked at already. Compare it yet again with the 
doxology of chapter 1., at which -we have also looked, 
and see ho\v vast a difference in this doxology or song 
that the hundred and forty and four thousand only 
could learn so as to sing; connect them with these 
twelve tin1es twelve thousand spoken of in chapter 7. 
of the book of Revelation, and see hovv exclusively 
they are separate fron1 the Church ,vhich is the Body 
of Christ; in which, if a Jew or a Gentile be, he has 
lost his Jewish or Gentile character, and in Christ 
becomes one, for in Him there is neither Je,v nor 
Greek. 

So then clearly and surely-and you ,vill see clearly 
if you learn carefully-these hvelve times t\velve 
thousand being of Israel, and from Israel, necessarily 
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are the savccl of Goel in a time that is outside the dis­
pensation in which our lot at present is cast. More­
over, as we shall show to-n1orrow night, these twelve 
ti111es twelve thousand fro1n Israel tribes are none 
other than shall be saved, and blessed, and sealed, by 
the living God in a ti1ne that shall succeed the coming 
of the Lord Jesus as Son of God, that is, previous to 
the 1noment when I-Ie shall co111e as Son of Man. 

• Moreover, this shall be accomplished by God through
the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom, from 
which the gospel of the grace of God as proclaimed 
to-day is entirely and essentially different. And as 
I read (" I-Iow readest thou? " is the scriptural ques­
tion as to understanding the law of the Lord), as the 
Jew was used of God in handing on the grace of God 
as in the Gospel it is told out and in the mystery of 
Christ it is n1ore fully unfolded, to the Gentile, so I 
judge, back to the J evv by the Gentile will God give 
the gospel of the kingdom to the glory of Himself 
in the salvation of those who answer to the twelve 
times twelve thousand spoken of in Rev. 7. and 
Rev. 14. 

IV. Then in verse 9 of this 7th chapter, "After
these things I beheld, and, lo, � great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lan1b, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands; and cried with a loud voice,  saying, 
'Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb.' And all the angels stood round 
about the throne, and about the elders and the four 
living creatures, and fell before the throne on their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying, 'Amen : Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, 
and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and 
ever, Amen.' And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me, 'Who are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they? ' And I said unto hi1n, 
' Sir, thou knowest.' And he said to me, 'These are 
they which come out of THE great tribulation and have 
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,vashed their robes, and made then1 white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple : 
and I-le that sitteth on the throne shall dwell OVER

the1n. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
n1ore; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
For the Lamb vvhich is in the midst of the throne shall 
shepherd them, and shall lead them unto living foun­
tains of waters: and God shall \Vipe away all tears 
fro1m their eyes.'" So after the hundred and forty 
and four thousand of Israel are blessed as the first 8 
verses of this 7th chapter tell, there is seen an un­
countable number, not of Israel, who are brought up 
out of the great tribulation. Now the great tribulation 
·which will be brought about through the oppression of
the Antichrist, will not reach unto heathendo1n proper.
These Gentile ones that no man could number, will
be brought out fro1n a1nong the Gentile ones of so­
called Christendo1n, from the countries that surround
the Mediterranean sea, and all that God counts under
the dominion of Ro1ne ; Ro111e in its restored dominion,
which the book of Daniel and the book of the Revela­
tion abundantly show, and at which to-morrow night
we hope to be able to look, however briefly.

It is co1nmonly thought, it is sometimes said, and 
I believe it has even found its way into print, that 
after the Lord Jesus co1nes as Son of God there will 
be no mercy to the Gentiles of this and si1nilar lands. 
Consequently, in the light of the Lord's return at any 
moment, mothers have felt, and rightly felt, by feel­
ings in1planted in the111 by their God, " How can I 
say, ' Lord Jesus co111e,' and look on the darlings of 
my w0111b that are not yet born again. Fain would I 
say ' Lord Jesus con1e,' but I confess honestly I ,vould 
rather He did not co1ne until my children were born 
again." Mothers have this dread wrought in them 
through a misconception that is so1newhat general, 
that ,vhen the Lord shall have c01ne as Son of God 
there will be no more n1ercy to the Gentile. 

Beloved in Christ here to-night, blessing shall be 
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vouchsafed to England, or rather Great Britain, guilty 
and privileged though she is; great as are the privi­
leges and blessings God has given to this land, I-lis 
present grace is as nothing compared to the grace that 
shall abound to this land and its people once the dead 
and the living in Christ shall have been taken away 
by the con1ing of the Lord Jesus Christ in the char­
acter of Son of God. 

The thought that there ·will be no mercy has arisen 
fro1n a n1isconception of 2 Thess. 2. to which, pre­
sently, I shall turn. But here for a n1oment let me 
ask you to see f ro1n God that this uncountable number 
that come up out of the great tribulation (Matt. 24. 
and correlative Scriptures show), will follow the 
setting up of the abo1nination that maketh desolate, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, and this can only be 
set up in the literal city of Jerusalem, in a literal 
te111ple that shall be built there and recognised by God 
'as His te1nple. 

Those mentioned here, then, are Gentile ones in 
.contrast to Israel. 

Turn now to 2 Thess. 2. It opens with a beseech­
ing on behalf of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The word " coming," as commonly found in the N e\v 
Testament, sin1ply means "presence with," and is a 
word that is used in connection ,vith those caught up 
to Himself in Christ, and is also used of His presence 
with His redeemed ones on the earth. 

In contrast with that word there is another ,vord 
used; for exan1ple, in 1 Cor. 1. 7: "Ye come behind 
in no gift, waiting for the ' coining ' [ that is, unveiling] 
of the Lord Jesus." This word occurs hvice in Peter's 
1st epistle, and is there translated by " revelation" and 
" appearing," but the word in itself simply means 
'' unveiling "; you will be brought to see Him. A third 
word is used in 2 Thess. 2. 8, ·where it is the OUT­

SHINING of the coining, and just as in the first stage of 
l-Iis past coining there was an unveiling, and yet tl1at 
unveiling was not an outshining, so in the coming 
again; £ or OUTSIIININC shall be the characteristic of 
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the coming of the Son of Man. " For as the lightning 
cometh out from the east and shineth even unto the 
west, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be." 
Never is it so said of the con1ing of the Lord Jesus 
as Son of God. It is as secret, as hidden, as confined, 
and wil1 only be heard and seen by such as the first 
stage of His past coining illustrates : heaven­
instructed, heaven-sum1noned, heaven-guided ones. 

" \Ve beseech you, brethren, on behalf of the com­
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of our gathering 
together unto I-Iim, that ye be not soon shaken in 
n1ind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us (sending letters as if fron1 
the apostle), as that the day of the Lord hath come." 
N o,v ,vhere you get the day of the Lord spoken of in 
Scripture, it is ahvays teenung with judgments of the 
direct kinds. It is a terrible day of sore judgment; 
albeit it is sore judgment unto blessing; but remem­
ber the day of the Lord in Scripture is ahvays con­
nected ,vith judgment. Do not be shaken. " Let no 
man deceive you by any means, for .that day shall not 
come except there shall come the falling away [ i.e., 
the apostasy] first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth him­
self above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; 
so that he sitteth in the temple of God," ,vhich is not 
at Ro111e, nor could be; ,vhich is not at Constantinople, 
nor could be; \vhich is not at Damascus, nor could be; 
·which is not in London, nor could be; nor yet, for the
matter of that, at Canterbury, nor could be. It can
only be, as the Scriptures from first to last declare,
in the land of Palestine, in the literal city of Jerusalem.
Pass on to verse 7 : " Until he be taken out of the
,vay," is con1monly understood to mean that the Holy
Spirit is going to be taken out of the ,vay by the
rapture of the saints at the coming of the Lord Jesus.
Perhaps Christians are not much to blame for this,
and yet they are somewhat, since other Scriptures do
not agree with this interpretation. For it is not
" Until he be taken out of the way," but this: "Only

A2 



18 

he who now lettt!lh," that is holdeth on ( or holdeth 
down, he has taken a grip and ,vill hold it;) will hold 
" until he becon1e [ i.e., come into being] out of the 
midst," until he arises out of the la,vlessness, the 
spirit of which already is working. Comp. Ne,vberry's 
Bible, in loco. 

The holder down is to arise out of the n1idst, thus 
it is the Antichrist, not the Holy Spirit, that is 
meant. 

And when he beco1nes out of the midst, ·when he 
c01nes into being 1nanifestly, out of the midst, ·what ,vill 
happen? Verse 8 : " And then shall the lawless one 
be revealed." We know, for many Scriptures so testify 
that when the Lord Jesus co1nes as Son of God, and 
takes away the dead and the living in Christ, the man 
of sin will not be revealed immediately : the man of 
sin will not be revealed for years afterwards, we know 
not how many in all, but of this we are certain, for 
God has said it, he will not be manifest for three and 
half years after the dead and the living in Christ have 
been taken away by Jesus our Lord. So you see that 
even in that light to apply this to the Holy Spirit is 
not possible, because when this that is spoken of in 
the 7th verse co1nes to pass, "THEN, AT THAT TIME, 
shall the lawless one nE REVEALED, whom the Lord shall 
conswne with the spirit of Flis mouth and shall destroy 
with-" ·what, with His coming? Nay, for part of 
His coming again has already taken place seven years 
or more before this; therefore, mark the words : 
" with the brightness of His coming." What is the 
word " brightness? " 

It is the word, everywhere else found "appearing," 
but it means " outshining; " " ·whom the Lord shall 
slay with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy 
with the o·utshining of His coming." 

There is a part -of His coming that ,vill have no 
outshining about it, viz:, that which is analogous to 
the first stage of His past coming, His coming again 
as the Life-giving One, the Son of God; concerning 
whose coming and its glories is a n1ystery, only un-
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folded to us by Paul and such as wrote after him, 
and concerning which there is no word of prophecy 
that I know of, which says that this 1nust be done or 
that 1nust be <lone previous to I-Iis coming again as 
Son of God. 

Every word of prophecy that applies to the present 
dispensation bet\vixt Pentecost and the 1noment of 
His coming again as Son of God, is a comparative 
,vord, a ,vord that can be applied no more exclusively 
to this day than could have been applied and used by 
the Christians of the past century to their day, and so 
on through each century back. God's words are com­
parative words

., 
words that find their fulfilment in any 

cycle of years that have rolled since Pentecost, 
specially since the unfolding fro1n God of this mystery 
consequent on Pentecost, and thus we see there is 
nothing necessary to be fulfilled of which Scripture 
speaks : therefore it is, we look not to the East, nor 
to the West, and there is nothing that could transpire 
to give me, as I read, to understand thereby that the 
coining of the Lord Jesus has been brought nearer. 
Some will think, no doubt, of the ,vord in James 5. 8, 
"The coming of the Lord dra,veth nigh." It should 
be "The coming of the Lord hath dra,vn near." 
(Revised Version reads "is at hand.") It had already 
dra,vn near when God caused James to write as we 
have quoted, and His unveiling to us may be at any 
moment. 

Now a v.rord as to the misconception of which I 
spoke (p. 17). Turn to 2 Thess. 2. 10, a moment, 
speaking of the Antichrist, " Whose con1ing is after 
the working of Satan ,vith all power, and signs, and 
lying ,vonders, and with all deceivableness of un­
righteousness in them that perish : because they 
received not the love of the truth., 

that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all 
n1ight be judged who oelieved not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness." 

Before the Lord will reject the Gentiles; before 
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the Lord will send this strong delusion that they should 
believe the lie that the Antichrist is God, and the God 
of I-leaven not God, God ,vi11 not only have the gospel 
of the kingdom preached, but also what 2 Thess. 1. 
speaks of, "The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
and not only so, but after that, so patient, so longsuffer­
ing, so rich in rnercy ,vill God show Himself to men, 
that He will cause an angel to fly in 1nid-heaven, 
"having an everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, 
' Fear God, and ·give glory to Him : for the hour of 
His judge1nent is co1ne: and worship I-Iim that made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters.' " ,vhat is the everlasting gospel? "Fear 
God and give glory to Hiin." Acknowledge the God 
of heaven to be the true God, and salvation is 
yours. 

Oh, the mighty, 1natchless, wondrous mercy of God 
to 1nen, that even after the gospel of the grace of God 
has failed to reach then1, after the rapture of the 
saints has failed to reach the1n, after the gospel of the 
kingdom has failed to 1nove them, after the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ has also failed, God should 
cause an heavenly one to go through n1id-heaven, 
preaching to men the everlasting gospel that God is the 
only God, and if they aclmowledge Him they \vill be 
saved. 

Jonah and those who were with him in the ship, are 
not only illustrations, but types, of this ·wondrous 
grace of God. 

The runaway prophet is a type of Israel in its going 
away from God, and fle will bring yet I-Iis ,vitnesses 
back in testimony, like that of Jonah to the heathen 
sailors, which resulted in their sacrificing to " the God 
of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land," for 
it ,vas thus that God \Vas presented by Jonah to these 
heathen ones. And more than that, if you look at 
the 25th of Matthe,v, ,:vhere not a dead one is, but 
only Gentiles living in mortal bodies, what ,vill you 
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see? That kindness to a. J e\v ·will put a Gentile into 
everlasting life and blessing. 

IGndness to the J e,v? Who is a type of that? Rahab 
in her kindness to the Je,v. Rahab that sheltered the 
Jew, and got the blessing is, as I read, God's type or 
God's illustration of getting the blessing of the salva­
tion of Jehovah for such kindness, setting forth the 
grace of God in the 25th of iVIatthew. 

Thus wondrously shall the grace of God abound, 
so that His present grace will be as nothing co1npared 
therewith. N o,v please turn to Phil. 3. 20, " For our 
conversation is in heaven, fro111 ,vhence also ·we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." Saints of 
God, by none be channed to look to earth to know 
your Lord is coming: look to heaven: look upward: 
look as Noah in the ad<: could only look, for he had 
a ,vindov1 in the top which ,vas di1nensioned by God 
(the door ·was \Vithout n1easure1nent), it ,vas big 
enough for hin1 to look up to his God : so look up, 
and only up; " f ron1 \vhence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." "Therefore, my 
bretlu·en, dearly beloved and lot1ged for, 111y joy and 
crown, so stand fast in the Lord" (Phil. 4. 1). Look 
up I look up ! ! look up, and only up ! ! ! 1 John 3. 3, 
I quote and add one word: "And every man that hath 
this hope on Hi1n "-(111ark that ,vord "Hi1n" with 
a capital H in your Bible, for it is I-Ii1n yonder, I-Ii111 
who is coming)-" purifieth himself even as He is 
pure." 

Have I that hope on I-Iim? Is it a theory or a hope 
indeed? I may kno,,v by this: "Every one that hath 
this hope on I-Iin1, purifieth hi1nself even as I-Ie is 
pure." 

\Vhat is the word " purifieth? " Peter con1es to our 
help, for he uses the word again. " Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth." 

Peter's use of the ·word '' souls " is always in the.-! 
sense of \he English ,vord s-e-1-v-e-s. In the Scriptures 
the \Vord soul has a fourfold meaning in the mouth 
of God. Peter's use of it is one of those four, and is 
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always in his Epistle the English word selves; as " in 
the ark, few, that is., eight souls were saved by water/' 
that is, eight persons. 

"'Seeing ye have purified yourselves in obeying the 
truth." There is no purifying by means of the hope 
set on Him, save as I am obedient to the truth. Puri­
fication is not a sentiment, it is not a theory, it is not 
a feeling, it is not a dream, it is practical godliness, 
submission to the truth of God; ·whether it be the 
truth of God as regards my behaviour in the family 
circle, the wife ,vith the husband, the husband ,vith 
the wife; the child with the parent, the parent with 
the child; or in the world circle, the social circle, the 
servant \Vith the master, the master with the servant; 
or in the Church circle ·where purification to-day is at 
an awful ebb among the beloved people of God, and 
Christian 1ninistry, and Christian fello\vship, and 
Christian service, and Christian baptism, are almost 
nil in the estimation of many of the beloved of God. 

This blessed hope is truth for the heart. I love 
Scripture that gets to my heart, and the Lord Jesus in 
the 14th of John said, "Let not your heart be 
troubled." It is heart-truth, and it is so tremendously 
practical, that if it is obeyed, it brings about the ful­
filment of that proverb, " Son, give Me thine heart; " 
and He having our heart, where our heart is, our 
treasure and chiefest joy shall be also. 
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The subject of our to-night's consideration is the 
continuation of the one we had before us who were 
present here last night, namely, the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus. Last evening we sought to give an 
elementary outline. vVe saw from the mouth of two 
of God's witnesses, Scriptural reason as to why we 
speak at all of His coming again; namely, because He 
has already come in fulfilment of prophetic utterances 
of God. We also saw that in His past one coming 
there were two great stages that have a most happy 
echo and counterpart in His coming again; the main 
features by ,vhich the first coming was characterised 
are found again giving character to the stages of His 
one coming again. In the first stage in His past con1ing 
this took place : there gathered to Him in a place to 
·which I-:Ie had co1ne, heaven-enlightened, heaven-sum­
moned, heaven-guided ones. In the second stage of
His first coining, He came to vvhere the people were
who should have welcomed Him as their God­
appointed, God-anointed l(ing. In the first stage of
His past coming, He was announced as a born I(ing
and a born Saviour; in the second stage of His past
coming, I-:Ie ,vas a presented l(ing unto being a mani­
fested Saviour.

Similarly in I-:Iis coming again, as to the first stage
thereof, ,vhen I-le shall come in the character of Son
of God, there shall be gathered to where He is, even
lo meet Him in the air., heaven-instructed, heaven­
su1nmoned, heaven-guided ones. The dead and the
living in Christ together will be caught up a,vay from
earth, to be for ever with and like the Lord. In the
second stage of I-Iis coming again, I-le ·will come

23 
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down to earth to where the people are, over whom as 
I(ing I-le is indeed to reign, and to whon1 I-Ie is to be 
manifested in their happy experience, their very 
Saviour IGng. 

vVe enlarged on this point from n1any scriptures 
that I do not intend to speak of now, but shall seek 
from this point to fill up the outline, that in brief I 
have repeated here to-night as the main points of that 
at which "''e looked together last night. 

I ask you first of all to turn ·with me to the Gospel 
according to John. Chapter 11. verse 23, " Jesus saith 
unto 1\!Iartha, ' Thy' ·brother shall rise again ! ' Martha 
saith unto Him, ' I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.' " Alas! that there should 
be so many of the dear people pf God to-day that are 
no better instructed in the 111ind of the Lord than ·was 
Martha of this early day. They have a hazy under­
standing in their nunds of a resurrection in the last 
day, ,vheµ the righteous and the unrighteous alike 
shall be brought forth fron1 their graves, and a judg­
ment proceed against them as they shall stand before 
the Throne of God. " Jesus said unto her, ' I am the 
Resurrection and the Life ; he that believeth in Me, 
though he die.' " This expression has no reference 
whatever to being dead in trespasses and sins; as the 
Revisers tell you, the word is, " though he die, yet 
shall he live.'' "Though he die, he that believe_th in 
Me, Who an1 the Resurrection and the Life, yet shall 
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 
never die. Believest thou this ? " 

No question here fron1 the Lord about the resurrec­
tion in the last day, but a quest.ion in the light of resur­
rection and life, known fro1n I-Ii1nself by such as 
believe in I-Iin1 Who is the resurrection and the life. 
Some to know I-Iin1 in I-Iis resurrecting po\ver who 
have known death as regards the body, and others to 
know no death, but to know I-Ii111 as the µf e; and pµss 
hence together, long, long before the resurrection of 
the last day shall. have c;o111e about, for I-le .is the 
Resurrection and the· Life. 
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We ren1arked last night that neither in Matthe,v, 
l\!Iark, nor Luke, are there any words given fron1 God 
to us that directly touch or bear upon the coming again 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, in its first great stage, His 
c01ning again for the dead and living in Christ. Not 
until you co1ne to the Gospel by John do yot� get words 
that directly bear on this first stage of His conung 
again, and even in the Gospel by John it is the n1erest 
brief hint. And as I read, it is in this 11th chapter 
that .we get the first hint from the lips of the Lord 
about this first stage of His coming again; in which 
I-Ie is to 1nanifest Himself as the Resurrection and the 
Life One in a resurrection and life-giving power that 
shall precede the resurrection of the last day : which 
resurrection of the last day I understand is the resur­
rection spoken of in the 5th chapter of this Gospel 
by John, verses 27-:29, and agrees with the resurrec­
tion spoken of in the 20th chapter of the book of the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. With which compare 
Rom. 2. 6-11. 

Indeed, as you ]ook into this Gospel by John, from 
the 11th and 12th chapters especially, you ·will see 
that they are intensely prophetic, and if not intensively 
prophetic, they are at least intensively illustrative of 
prophetic truth. For you have one asleep ,vho1n Jesus 
loved ; Jesus coining as Lord, as the Resun·ection, and 
raising fro1n among the dead ones the one beloved by 
Hi1n, named Lazarus; restoring him to his loved ones, 
wfio with him around the Lord keep the feast that is 
spoken of ·in the 12th of John : then after the feast at 
Bethany you find that many believed on the Lord 
because of Lazarus. So similarly I believe that n1illions 
will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to their salva­
tion at the rapture of the Church. Children of 
Christians caught up at the shout of that coining Lord 
Jesus as Son of God, and many others beside (I 
believe the 12th of John, and Scriptures vve looked at 
last night, abundantly testify), shall be born of God 
as soon as the rapture has become a fact. 

But not only in the 12th of John will you get that 
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111any believed on I-Iim because of Lazarus, but read 
on, and you will find of Hin1 being presented and wel­
con1ed as the pro111ised I(ing. 11oreover, as you read 
on in John, £ allowing on I-Iis reception as the anointed 
l{ing, you will .find the Greeks, the Gentile ones con1ing, 
and saying, "Sir, we ,vould see Jesus." So \Ve repeat, 
the 11th and 12th of John, if not prophetic, are 
intensely illustrative of prophetic truth : Lazarus 
answering to the dead, and those to ,vho1n he was 
restored answering to the living in Christ, caught up 
by Hi111 who is co111ing as the Resurrection and as the 
Life in the character of Son of God; 1nany believing 
on Hi111 because of those raised ones, and because of 
that 1neeting that has been brought about; then the Jew 
or Israel brought into recognition and acceptance of 
their pro111ised I(ing: and then you have the Greeks 
drawing near and saying, "We desire to see Jesus." 

Pass on to the 14th of John for a mo1nent, " Let 
not your heart be troubled." We re1narked last night, 
and repeat this night, that the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus is truth for the heart, and if it be learned 
in the presence of God the heart will be captivated by 
it, and because it is truth absolutely for the heart, it 
is life-n1oulding in its manifestation; for nothing is so 
practical or so pregnant with influence on our ·ways of 
life, as heart knowledge of the con1ing again of the 
Lord Jesus, which may take place at any mon1ent. 

" Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many 
mansions [ or abodes] : if it were not so I would have 
told you. For I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and 
will receive you unto :rvr yself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also." Elsewhere, the Lord said it \Vas 
e.."<pedient for those that loved Hi111 that I-Ie should 
go back to God fro111 Whom He can1e, and here, in 
this 14th of John, the opening words, we find the proof 
that He offers to our heart that He is con1ing again is 
this : " If I go I come again; " and con1ing again He 
will take us who are in Christ unto Hitnself, that 
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"'here lie is there ,ve may be for ever with 
Him. 

N o,v let n1e sho'vv you how 1nuch truth there is in 
the staten1ent that I n1ade as to its being but a hint 
that ,,·e get about His coining again in its first stage 
in the Gospel by John, and that there is nothing in the 
other " three gospels." Look, please, at 1 Cor. 15, 51, 
and bear in n1ind that this epistle was written to all, 
and is ·written for all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord. And therefore, since 
it ,vas ·written unto all that in every place were calling 
upon the nan1e of Jesus Christ the Lord even in the 
days of the Apostle Paul, understand from that the 
definiteness and n1eaning of the words he uses when 
he says, " Behold I tell you a MYSTERY." This, that 
the Apostle Paul was telling to every saint in every 
place had not up till this moment been told to them 
as he at the bidding of the Lord told it to them. Be­
hold this, he says, " I show [ or tell to] you a 
MYSTERY.'' "It is a mystery, but I am going to bring 
it out tl1at you n1ay understand it as a revelation." 
"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed 
in a moment." Nothing of that kind vvill take place 
at the coming of the Son of Man, nothing. No change. 
In vain ·will you search the Gospel by Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke to find such. In vain will you search the 
prophecies of tl1e Old Testa1nent Scriptures to find 
in connection with the coming of the Son of Man any­
thing that is akin to " we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;" 
and " last" here in my reading is in the sense of highest 
or best; for while in the book of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ you have angels having given to them 
seven trumpets, never in the hand of any do you find 
the trump of God save in the hand of Jesus O1rist 
our Coming One. " In a mo1nent, in the t,vinkling of 
an eye, at the fast trump : for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and ·we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-
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mortality." I am going to speak, God permitting, in 
a part of this city on itnmortali ty, 1 and therefore I stay 
not to speak of it to-night, only let me say this in 
passing :-the Ii ving saints who are on earth, when the 
Lonl Jesus shall con1e as Son of God, will get it11-
111ortality: the dead saints at the coining of the Son 
of God will not get immo1iality, they \Vill get incor­
ruptibility. ln1mortality and incorruptibility in the 
Scriptures are ever only used by God to describe and 
bespeak a condition that befalls the body : the spirit 
and soul of n1an they have nothing at all to do with, 
and are never in the Scriptures 1nade synonymous 
with eternal life. Eternal life I have, the gift of God 
to me, these past five-and-twenty years, glory be to His 
Name ! immortality I 111ay never get : incorruption I 
shall get, if immortality I do not get; but incorruption 
is the lot of the sleeping saint raised-in1mortality 
the lot of the saint that never dies ; that is what he shall 
get when the Lord comes as Son of God. 

Verse 54: 1' So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this 1nortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the say­
ing that is written, ' Death is swallowed up unto 
victory.' 0 death, where is thy victory? 0 death, 
where is thy sting?

,, 

The word "I-Iades,'1 erroneously rendered grave in 
the Authorised Version (for it never means the grave, 
any more than does Sheol of the Hebrew Scriptures) 
is expunged by the editors of the Revised Version, and 
the verse reads as I have quoted it : " 0 death, where 
is thy victory? 0 death, where is thy sting? The 
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Pass on now with me, please, to 1 Thess. 4. Perhaps 
if we read a verse in the 1st chapter of 1 Thess. it 
wBl be a help to some. Thessalonians is universally 
believed to be the first letter that the Apostle Paul, at 

1 "Immortality not the Synonym of Eternal Life." uniform 
with this. 
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the bidding of God, wrote,· and while it does not come 
first in the order of the epistles in our English Bible, 
it is the first letter from God through his servant Paul 
that unfolded in a very distinctive elementary form 
the prin1al doctrines of the present dispensation; and 
in this first chapter of this 1st Epistle to the Thess. 
we read-verse 9 : " They " ( that is, those among 
whom the Thessalonians were 1noving from whom tid­
ings had been heard) "They themselves show of us 
what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how 
ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from a1nong the dead, Jesus ·who delivereth 
us from the coming wrath." 

The attitude in which the early Christian was put 
,vas this: ",vaiting for the Son from heaven." He 
was not taught that any prophecy needed to be fulfilled 
in order that the Son should con1e, but he ,vas taught 
to serve the living and true God, and to be in waiting 
posture, waiting attitude, waiting expectation of His 
Son from heaven. On reading 1 Thess. 4. 13, we learn 
that these Thessalonians had got into sorrow about 
some of their number having fallen asleep, and ·in this 
letter the Spirit, through Paul, seeks to set the1n right 
that they 1nay n�ver give up the waiting posture, that 
they may never give up looking for the Son from 
heaven. Therefore He says : " But I ,vould not have 
you to be ignorant; " and have you noticed, beloved in 
the Lord, that those very things which the Lord pre­
f aces by these w·ords are the truths concerning which 
Christians generally are 1nost appallingly ignorant. 
Take your Bible and find out for yourselves each truth 
that is prefaced by these words, " I ·would not have 
you to be ignorant! " look at the writings even of the 
leaders among God's people, consider in your know­
ledge of God's people and tell me if this is not your 
solemn, de]iberate conviction that these things con­
cerning which the Lord has said, " I ,:vould not have 
you to be ignorant," are indeed the things of which 
Christians generally arc n1ost lamentably ignorant. 
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And is it not indeed in keeping with the ways of our 
God who kno,vs the way of Satan against us, and 
against I-Iis holy will being known and done by us, 
that I-le, in order to arouse our attention and gain 
our hearts in learning what He ,vould have us learn, 
is so considerate that He should say again and again 
and again, " I would not have you to be ignorant," 
"concerning the1n which are asleep that ye sorrow not, 
even as others ·which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so [i.e., let us also 
believe that] them also which sleep, through Jesus will 
God bring ·with Him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (that 
is, go before them) which are asleep. For the Lord 
Himself," etc., that is, alone, in contradistinction to 
His coming as Son of Man, ·when He will not come 
alone, but will have a multitude preceding Him, 
namely, His holy angels, the angels of His might ( for 
the Son of Man shall send forth His angels, etc., Matt. 
13.), and a company in His train, namely, the pre­
viously caught up and changed saints, the dead and 
living in Christ who have been taken away by Him in 
His coming as Son of God. 1-Iere, the first stage of 
His coming again has this blessed mark about it, He 
is coming alone. " For the Lord Himself shall descend 
fro1n heaven with a shout, with voice of archangel and 
with trump of God." 1-Ie shouts; the kind of shout 
is" voice of archangel," and the channel through which 
the voice is made to be heard is "trump of God." He 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with voice of 
archangel shall that shout be given, and it shall sound 
through the channel of the trump of God, so that the 
dead and the living in Christ may all hear, and all may 
respond, " and the dead in Christ shall rise, first : then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air." Nothing akin to this happens when He comes 
as Son of Man. There is no resurrection of dead 
when He comes as Son of Man; resurrection of 
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righteous dead ones shall follow very quickly after 
I-Iis cotning as Son of Man, but in I-Iis coming as Son
of Man there is no resurrection of dead ones. And .I
apprehend there is meaning from God in these words,
"the dead IN CHRIST shall rise first: " for though in
the cemeteries of this land it is a common thing to
see, "Blessed are the dead ·which die in the Lord,"
the careful reader of the 14th of Revelation will learn
from God that as yet there are no dead ones " in the
Lord." Dead in Christ there are; and righteous, saved
and eternally blessed ones there are, dead, ·who like
some that are yet to die " in the Lord " are not " in
Christ." "The dead in Christ is as unique as is t4e
expression "so also is the Christ," in the 12th of 1st
Corinthians. "Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in clouds, and
so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore com­
fort one another with these words. But [please mark
this] of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have
no need that I write unto you." They had indeed need
that He should write unto the1n about the coming again
of the Lord Jesus as Son of God, that they might
understand what would befall the dead and the living
in Christ, when He should so come; " but of the times
and the seasons" which have nothing to do with such
con1ing again, "ye have no need that I write unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night." "The day
of the Lord," and the coming of the Lord Jesus Him­
self (i.e., alone) for the dead and the living in Christ
are altogether different; vastly different; different as
to their stages, and different as to the range of their
operations; diverse, as well as different in their range;
diverse in their operations upon such as are the
different subjects of the Lord's coming in its first and
second stages. Tin1es and seasons do not connect
themselves with the coming again of the Lord Jesus
in its first great stage, nan1ely, that of Son of
God. 

One verse in Titus, and another in Hebrews, I wish 
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to read, before we turn to the book of Daniel. Titus 
2. versl! 11 to 14, tells us about the grace of God and
what it teaches. Among other things that the grace
of God that bringeth salvation to all 1nen teaches is
this : " Looking £or the blessed hope and the appearing
of the glory of the great God, even our Saviour Jesus
Christ." These are two entirely different things; the
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory. The
blessed hope views only the first great stage of His
con1ing again, and the appearing of the glory, that is,
the outshining .of the glory of the great God, our
Savi_our J e�us Christ views the second stage of His
con11ng again. 

Now the 9th of Hebrews. There are some to-day 
who assert that only such as are intelligently waiting 
for the Lord Jesus when He coines will be taken away 
by Him, that those who are not watchful, but it 1nay 
be are careless, and are living after a fashion that no 
Christian at any time should be livino- they shall be 
left. 

One of the 1nain Scriptures that those use who thus 
speak is this 9th of Hebrews. Their misconception 
arises fron1 a misunderstanding of what it teaches. 
The 9th of Hebre,vs in its closing verses, beyond all 
controversy, is presenting New Testament doctrine in 
Old Testament type. Thus we read in the 24th verse, 
"For O1rist is not entered into the holy places 1nade 
with hands, which are the figures of the true, but into 
Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us; nor yet that He should offer Himself often, 
as the High Priest entereth into the holy place every 
year with blood of others." The closing ·words of 
this 9th of Hebrews are the 16th of Leviticus in Israel; 
the great day of atonement, and the 9th of Hebrews 
takes up the great day of atonement, typical truth to 
illustrate New Testament doctrine. Thus you get, first 
of all, Christ appearing once and putting away sins by 
the sacrifice of Himself. Now, what happened on the 
great day of atonement? Two goats were brought 
before Jehovah, lots were cast upon them, one for the 
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Lord, and one for the scapegoat. The goat on whose 
head the Lord's lot fell was taken, was put to death, 
its blood was carried into the most holy place by the 
liigh Priest of Israel, and when he had gone in and 
done with its blood as God had bidden him, he came 
out to the people, \Vhile the people to \Vhom he came 
out-Oh, 1nark ! here is the doctrine of the Gospel, 
and they who seek to preach tl1e unsearchable riches 
of Christ in connection with the Gospel of the grace 
of God ,vill do well to mark what here we see from 
God-when the I-Iigh Priest had gone in ·with that 
blood, and had done with it as God had bidden him, 
and come out to the people, he came out to a people 
\VITH ALL THEIR SINS, WITH ALL THEIR TRANSGRES­

SIONS, \VITH ALL THEIR GUILT STILL UPON THEM. 

That blood had not taken away from them their iniqui­
ties, hence this verse says here, " And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
so Christ ,vas once offered to bear tl1e sins of many; " 
for albeit though Christ has died,(" once in the end 
of the ages hath He appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself,") the sins of n1en are not thereby 
re1noved from them. It needs the second goat, or the 
Ne,v Testament doctrine that is analogous to the second 
goat to be acted out and be availed of by mankind, 
in order that from them, by God, their sins may be 
sent a,vay. 

Hence ,ve read in the next verse, " So Christ ,vas 
once offered to bear tl1e sins of many; and unto them 
that look for Him unto salvation." That is how the 
,vords read : " And unto them that look for Him unto 
salvation shall He appear the second time ,vitl1out 
sin." So ,vhen the High Priest can1e out from the 
holy place, and put his hands on the head of the 
SECOND goat, the living goat, and confessed over its 
head all the guiltinesses of that people, tl1en God said 
he wouJcl take away their sins, and ,vould send them 
a,vay on the head of that goat unto a land not in­
habited, and when tl1eir sins had thus been put a,vay, 
the I-Iigh Priest went back into the presence of God, 
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and the people waited for him to come out a second 
time, and when he came out a second titne he came out 
without sin; he came out a Priest clad with the gar­
ments of glory and beauty, to bless them in the name 
of Jehovah. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has died as the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the ·world; He went 
to God and His Father, and came back, and was seen 
among n1en (John 20. 17, co1npare verse 27), then He 
went back from the midst of His chosen witnesses and 
sent do,vn His witness to us that He will come again 
as He ·went, and now " unto all who look for Him 
unto salvation shall He appear the second tiine with­
out sin." Read the 9th of Hebrews in the light of the 
16th of Leviticus, from your God, as you are bound 
to do if you learn it as He would teach you, and you 
will see that the thought that only such as are in the 
waiting attitude will be taken when He co1nes for the 
living and dead in Christ, well meant as it 1nay be, is 
as erroneous as it �s possible to be. For it is not a 
question of faithfulness to Hi1n. Give n1e one "in 
Christ," whether dead or living, when He comes as 
Son of God, and I will give to you one who, because 
in Christ, shall be caught up to be for ever with the 
Lord together with all who thus are taken up. 

These words may fit us now to look at the 9th of 
Daniel. This 9th of Daniel is a n1ost interesting 
chapter. It opens by presenting us Daniel not so 
much as the prophet of God, as Daniel the student of 
God's word. The 9th chapter of Daniel shows us 
Daniel, prophet of God though he ,vas, on his knees 
at the prophetic ,vords of God through His prophet 
Jeremiah, seeking to understand the mind of God; 
Daniel the student, and to him fresh revelations ,verc 
given as we read here. Daniel 9. 20 : " And ,vhiles I 
was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and 
the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my sup­
plication before Jehovah my God for the holy moun­
tain of my God; yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, 
even the man Gabriel, ,vhom I had seen in the vision 
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at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
me about the time of the evening oblation. And he 
infonned me, and talked with me, and said, 0 Daniel, 
I an1 no,v co1ne forth to give thee skill and under­
standing." (Not to puzzle him-he came forth to give 
hi1n skill and understanding.) " At the beginning of 
thy supplications the commandment came forth, and 
I a1n come to she,v thee; for thou art greatly beloved: 
therefore understand the matter and consider the 
vision. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people 
and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 
to n1ake an end of sins, and to make atonement for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
holy of holies [ that is, the holy place of the temple]. 
I<now therefore and understand

., 
that from the going 

forth of the commanchnent to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 
,veeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall 
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
And after the threescore and two weeks shall Messiah 
be cut off1 and shall have nothing, and the people 
(singular) of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall 
be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desola­
tions are determined. And he [ the prince that shall 
co1ne] shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the over­
spreading of abominations, he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolater: " not the desolate one, 
but the desolater: he who does desolating worlf shall 
have that which is detern1ined poured upon him when 
the moment of God shall have come. 

These seventy weeks ( or heptads) we know are 
,veeks of years, not because the Hebrew word here 
rendered " weeks " of itself determines that, but ,ve 
know it from the following two reasons. At the 

1 The marginal reading is correct. 
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beginning of this 9th chapter of the book of Daniel, 
Daniel understood by books the words of Jeremiah 
that God would .do such and such in seventy years with 
Jerusale1n and her people. These years were literal 
years, and seventy heptads (i.e., of years) were deter­
mined, said Gabriel to Daniel, upon his people and his 
holy city. Theri again see chapter 10. verse 2 : " In 
those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full ·weeks.'' 
In order that we might distinguish between the weeks 
of chapter 9. and the weeks of chapter 10. God adds 
in the Hebre,v of the latter, as the margin of your 
English Bible tells you, "weeks of days," "I was 
mourning three weeks of days." Why bring in the 
words "weeks of days" if not to lead us into a clear 
understanding, that having begun speaking about years 
he goes on to speak about seventy sevens of ,vhat? 
Clearly of years, we infer, and so truly is our inference 
correct that as ·,ve read on and find the Spirit using 
the word "weeks," again He adds the words "weeks 
of days." 

Please remember that this commandment from 
which the seventy ,veeks run their cour�e had not 
been given when Gabriel n1ade this revelation to 
Daniel. This command111ent to restore and build 
Jerusalem is the point from which these seventy weeks 
began to run their course. The seventy are divided, 
as you will notice, into seven, and sLx.ty-two and orie. 
If you count from the time ,vhen the commandment 
to restore and build- Jerusalem was given, ·which you 
have in the 2nd chapter of Nehemiah, you will find 
that from that date to the closing of Old Testament 
Scripture (when, as one has beautifully said, "God 
wiped· his pen and spoke no more until the Baptist 
appeared; ") if you count, I say, from the command­
ment to restore and build Jerusalem, in the 2nd of 
Nehemiah, to the date of Malachi's prophecy, there 
run between exactly seven weeks ( or sevens) of years, 
namely forty-nine years, and from the date of 
Malachi's prophecy till the date of the crucifixion of 
the Christ, there are exactly threescore and two ,-veeks, 
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or sevens of years (62 x 7=434 years).1 Thus from 
N ehe1niah 2. to Matthew 28. we have exactly the 
seven weeks and the sixty-two weeks fulfilled; I 
believe, could it be detennined, the very day was 
accurately accon1plished by God. This from Scrip­
ture we kno,v, the month in which the weeks began 
their course, and the month in which the Christ was 
crucified, were identical, and the 483 years ( or sixty­
nine weeks) were e..xactly fulfilled from the 111onth 
Nisan to the month Nisan. 

But what about the last week? Betwixt that cutting 
off of the Messiah who had nothing, people, city, or 
anything else, between that and the seventieth week 
there runs the dispensation that is commonly known 
by the term, the Christian dispensation. 

The days from Calvary's death of the Son of God, 
until the ti111e of Elis con1ing again as Son of God, 
are days that roll between the sixty-nine weeks end 
and the beginning of the seventieth week, and it will 
necessitate, as God has been pleased to reveal riis pur­
pose ; it will necessitate the removal of this unique 
thing that God is doing, that He kept hid in Himself­
NOT HID IN PROPHECY, but hid in Himself from the 
generations named by Paul in Ephesians 3., for 
example, and brought out through Paul. Until God 
has finished that mystery, and has removed it from 
off the scene of His dealings among men, until then, 
tlie seventieth ,veek of Daniel cannot be brought into 
linking and continuous course with the sixty-ninth 
week. But see, bet,vixt Calvary's death of the Son of 
God, and the raising up of the Apostle Paul, the re­
vealing to him of the mystery of the calling of the 
Church in her relation to Christ, days intervened; 
there was a period that elapsed between the fulfilment 
of the sixty-ninth week, and the beginning of the 
present dispensation proper; so similarly as we look 

7 weeks= 49 years. 
62 It =434 II 

69 II 483 " 
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into the Scriptures we gather, that between the talcing 
away of the dead and the living in Christ ( the catch­
ing up of that ,vo1nan \vhon1 God is building for the 
last 1\dan1, the Eve that shall be presented to Him 
,vhen He co1nes as Son of God; when the Christ is 
con1pleted, through all the baptized in the one Spirit 
into the one Body) between this and the coming of the 
Son of Man there shall intervene a period analogous 
to the days, the years, that rolled between Calvary's 
death of the Son of God, the raising up of the Apostle 
Paul, and the revelation to hi1n of the mystery that 
God had previously kept hid in Himself. These years 
that rolled between the end of the sixty-ninth week, 
and the beginning of the present dispensation, are 
analogous to the days, the years, that shall run betwbct 
the taking away of the Church, as we believe and 
understand what is said, and the beginning of the 
seventieth week of Daniel-,vhich seventieth week of 
Daniel n1ust run its course ere the Son of God shall 
come not as Son of God, but as Son of Man. 

That may prepare you for looking with me at Matt. 
24. In the end of the 23rd chapter you have the
Lord Jesus saying (verse 38), "Behold, your house is
left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall
not see Me henceforth till-" they will see Hin1 again,
but when they see Him again is this ti1ne when they
shall say, "' Blessed is He that con1eth in the name of
the Lord.' And Jesus went out and departed from the
temple, and His disciples came to Him to shew Him
the buildings of the temple. But Jesus said unto them,
' See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown do\vn ! ' And as He sat upon
the 1'Iount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him
privately, saying, ' Tell us.' " Three questions they
ask, three things they want to know, please mark
them each : ( 1) " When shall these things be? (2)
\Vhat shall be the sign of Thy coming ( 3) and of the
end of the age."

Three questions. The first question, "vVhen shall 
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these things be?" is answered in verses 4, S, and 6; 
these give you the answer as to when these things shall 
be, the thro,ving down of the stones of the temple, 
the uprooting of the desolate house, the people given 
up until the n1oment shall co1ne ·when they shall say, 
" Blessed is He that co1neth in the nan1e of the Lord." 

Verses 4, 5, and 6: "And Jesus answered and said 
unto the1n, 'Take heed that no man lead you astray. 
For many shall come in My na1ne, saying I am the 
Christ; and shall lead many astray. And ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars : see that ye be not ttoubled : 
for these things must needs co1ne to pass, but the end 
is not yet.' " "The end is not yet "-very clearly 
marked off it is that whatever sorrows those were, they 
were not the sorrows in connection with the end. 

Now the second question, " What shall be the sign 
of Thy coining? " is answered fro1n verse 7 of Matt. 
24. on through to chapter 25. verse 30. All the words
fro1n chapter 24. 7, to chapter 25. 30, give us the
Lord's answer to the question, " What shall be the
sign of Thy coming? " And these signs of His com­
ing contain in the1n seven parables, of which I cannot
to-night stay to speak, but I tell you they are there;
they who care have only got to read to see them for
themselves, and seeing them for yourselves, you will
doubtless of your God be enabled to appreciate the
fittingness of their place as being signs of His coming
again, not as Son of God, but as Son of Man.

" What shall be the sign of the end of the age? " 
From verse 31 to verse 46, that is, the last verse of 
chapter 25., you get the ans,ver to the third question, 
" Vvhat shall be the end of the age? " He is coming 
to sit as the Son of 1ifan on the throne of I-Iis glory. 

It is the glory of a MAN to forgive a wrong, and the 
wrongs that J:Ie will forgive when, as Son of MAN, I-le 
sits on the throne of 1-Iis glory, are e..-xceeding wonder­
ful as ,ve contemplate them, for at that throne of the 
Son of Man kindness to the Jew sheltered ( as the 
spies by Rahab) in guilty, guilty Christendom, will 
put him or her tJ1at hath done the kindness in posses-
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sio11 of cter}rnl life, aiid a welco1ne • from the One who 
sits on that throne glorying to forgive the wrong done 
to Hi1n by guilty ones. Those who stand before this 
throne, not one of then1 has been raised fron1 the dead; 
not one of the1n is fro111 heathenclo1n proper; these 
are such as shall pass through the great tribulation pre­
served by God like the Jew through the same great 
tribulation of the antichristian days, the latter half of 
the week; preserved by God as in the days of Noah 
were those eight in the ark, for so shall it also be in 
the days of the Son of Man. 

Now let 111e further say a word in reference to 2 
Thess. 2 . ., that when God shall send the strong delusion 
that they shall believe the lie, that sending by God 
will not be until after that the n1an of sin has been 
revealed; and the n1an of sin cannot be revealed till 
the ten1ple of God is in existence at J erusale1n, in the 
literal land of Palestine; and a temple of God at 
Jerusalem there cannot be, so long as there is on earth 
a heavenly-called people, as is the calling of God in 
the dispensation, kno,vn as the Christian dispensation, 
where Jew and Gentile alike in Christ, lose their char­
acteristics as such, and are made one in Christ : 
whereas when that te1nple is built, it will be Jew dis­
tinct from Gentile, Gentile distinct from Jew; the 
Jew will have words of saving grace from God, only 
for the Jew; as exclusively for the Jew as ·was the 
preaching of the Baptist, as was the baptism of the 
B�ptist, as was the preaching of Peter on the day of 
Pentecost, as was the baptis1n of Peter on the day of 
Pentecost, preaching baptism to and £or men of Israel 
only. On the other hand, and distinct from the grace 
of God to Israel in that latter tin1e, there shall be ,vords 
of saving grace and mercy to the Gentile, preached, I 
judge, by such as answer to them who believed on 
Him because of Lazarus having been raised fro1n the 
dead, and God will hand on I-Iis truth, I doubt not, 
according to the analogy of the faith, fro111 those Gen­
tile ones thus blessed by Hin1 to the Jew, as I-Ie used 
the Jew to hand ·on to the Gentile the gospel of l-Iis 
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�race that peculiarly 1narks the dispensation that now 
15. 

l\!Iore I fain would say, but ti111e forbids, and I trust 
that n1y endeavour to be at once elementary and com­
plete will have God's truest blessing, and that nothing 
but profit to His glory shall accrue fro1n our two nights 
being together; but that each of us shall go from these 
111eetings seeing this: I-Ie is c01ning: in that coming 
are tv10 stages, first I-Iis con1ing to gather to Himself 
His loved and His own, and then to the1n becoming 
the unveiled One, the n1anifested One; this unveiling 
and 111anifestation will pave the way for the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of His 
n1ight, ,vhich revelation shall be followed by the out­
shining of His coining, where,vith He shall slay the 
Antichrist, the la,vless one, the man of sin, unto sitting 
down on the throne of His glory as Son of Man, to be 
kno,vn for the blessi.ng of the entire earth; not only 
Son of Man, but Son of David, Son of Abraham, 
Seed of the Woman, n1aking the grace and mercy of 
God to sweep the globe around, until none shall need 
to say to his fellow, "know the Lord," for all shall 
know Him from the least unto the greatest. Albeit a 
dark and terrible day shall flow therefro1n; for of the 
very offspring of those who have been thus blessed by 
I-Iim in the second stage of His wondrous coming 
again, shall be found in the end to range themselves 
under the leadership of Satan, ,vho is then cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the 
false prophet are, having been cast therein alive 1000 
years before. Thus God gives the great counterpart 
to His grace and truth at the present _time; for as He 
had an Enoch and an Elijah translated to heaven with­
out death, Satan, too, shall know his Enoch-and Elijah­
like ones to be hurled down to hell ,vithout death, 
namely the Antichrist and the false prophet. Shall 
saints of God lmow what it is to go ,vithout dying to 
be for ever with and like the Lord? Then they ,vho 
have chosen to receive the mark of the beast, and go 
in for Satan's god, shall from the left hand of the 
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throne of the Son of Man's glory so go from off earth 
without death into everlasting torment. Thus shall 
(;od fulfil the bitter counterpart to them that will reject 
I-Iis grace, that do spurn His 1nercy, that contemn His
love, that will not yield to Him; He will fulfil the bitter
contrast, as we said, to all the blessing that He will
give in His grace to such as obey Him in His gospel
words, whether they be the words of the gospel of the
grace of God, or of the gospel of the kingdom, or of
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, or of that which
shall be preached last of all, the everlasting gospel by
the heavenly one flying through mid heaven, preaching
to them that dwell upon the earth, to acknowledge Him
bare Creator, and salvation is theirs. On the heels
of that angel another angel shall quickly follow, and
shall testify to the doom of Babylon; the third one
then following shall cry, " If any man worship the
beast and• his image, and receive his mark in his fore­
head or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God mixed and unmixed in the cup
of His anger, and he shall be tormented ... and the
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever" (Rev. 14. 6 to 11).

God help us, thus in His mind somewhat instructed, 
to go on as His friends, loving Him, and delighting 
ourselves only in :E-Iis will; and as far as we have 
access to scatter the truth abroad, so that even if our 
children be left behind when the Lord comes for us, 
they shall know their whereabouts, and shall not be 
like seamen ·on a tossed and angry sea, with neither 
compass nor rudder, but, being instructed by us as to 
what is coming to pass, know exactly ·what they ought 
to do, and thus fortify themselves against the evil that 
is coming in the last days on this poor world, to the 
praise of Him who died, and lives, and is coming again. 
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The following questions were sent in after the 
delivery of the above addresses: 

1. Is not t/re first res1irrection, fo lwo stages; first, those
1/,at a·re Chr·ist's at I-J.is coming in the air, and second, those 
saints who die during the great tribiila.tion, at I-Iis appearing, 
seeing thal the latter as well as the fornier live and reign 
with I-Iini a thortsand years? 

The first resurrection is not only in two stages, but many 
others as well. The first stage of the first resurrection was 
the resurrection of the Christ Himself from among the dead. 
The next who will be raised in the first resurrection will be 
such as are II in Christ" when the Lord J tsus comes as Son 
of God. After those, probably the Old Testament Saints. 
After these, probably the Infant dead. After that, the two 
witnesses from God, probably :Moses and Elias, spoken of in 
the 11th of the Revelation, who will be slain in the city where 
their Lord was crucified, and whose dead bodies will lie in 
the street of yonder city of Jerusalem in yonder land of 
Palestine till after three and a half days life from God will 
enter their lifeless bodies, and they shall be caught up to 
heaven, part of the first resurrection. After them, those 
who have died or been put to death during the time of the 
great tribulation will be raised and shall live and reign with 
Christ during the 11:illennium, that is, the thousand years 
spoken of in Revelation 20. Thus there are many stages in 
the first resurrection. Of all which 1 Cor. 15. 20-28 R.V. 
tells, while Heb. 11. 39, 40, and other Scriptures confirm. 

2. Can yoi, give a brief exposition of Matt. 24. 28, and
L1tke 17. 37. To whom, do the expressions "carcase," and 
" body,'' ref er, and who are the "eagles"? 

Comparing the 17th of Luke with the 24th of Matthew, 
you will see clearly that the eagles are the angels of God, 
and that the body and the carcase to which they c.ome are 
the tares found in the field of the Son of Man. The angels 
will come to bind them in bundles and cast them out of the 
kingdom into the outer darkness, where shall be the weeping, 
and the wailing, and the gnashing of the teeth, and where 
there is such a body, such a carcase, thither will the angels 
of His power come; for like the eagles they are keen of 
sight, and swift of swoop, and none who are tares shall 
escape their· clutches. 
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Some Unsolicited 

APPRECIATIONS 

of the BOOKLETS (Eight), 

Reproduced after 40 years' handling and diffusion 

by such as :-'' Love and have known the Truth. 
For the Truth's sake which dwelleth in us and 

shall be with us for ever." 

'' 'The Coming AgRin of the Lord Jesus Chrrst.' On 
behalf of myself and six olh�rs also given to minister­
ing the Word of Truth rightly divided, it gives me 
pleasure to tell you that this booklet towers high above 
the tons of books and pamphlets that have been written 
on this subject. In a word, the booklet is worth its 
weight in gold. "-A.G. 

" My difficullies of twenty years' serious waiting 
upon God in connection with the Coming Again of our 
Lord Jesus Christ have been all removed by your clear 
setting forth of the holy practical theme.''-]. W. P.H. 

'' You know that Mr N, has just been staying with 
me for the last few weeks. Well, I spoke to him about_ 
2 Thess., ii., and got no help. Now you use what he 
has published, which makes that Scripture so plain. I 
would have written to thank you, but I preferred to ask 
you to see me that I might do so face to face. I 
am well satisfied now that you express the mind of the 
Lord. "-J. R. C. 



Of the UookJels as a whole a well-known labourer in 
word and doctrine says :-

" Your booklet delights me much. �1y only regret 
in connectiQn with them is that I am too poor to 
accomplish what I feel is worthy. Otherwise I would 
scatter them by the million. "-Dr B. 

From many widely scattered the testimony comes :­
'' Your ' What is the Bible?' is the sweetest, clearest, 
and dearest exposition of the great subject we have 
ever read. 

Another says :-" My wife corroborates me in assur­
ing you that we have never tired of refreshing ourselves 
by reading and passing on to others your much and 
long, long appreciated exposition of the Coming Again 
of our adorable Lord Jesus Christ."-vV. D. 

Yet another, and he a stranger:-'' I wish, sir, to 
thank you gratefully for the inumination your booklet 
has. given me in connection with the 'Leading of the 
Holy Spirit.' For fully forty years I have been groping 
after the ·blessed reality, and my experiences have been 
varied. Now, now I understand the principle of the 
truth. Thank God, I know at last.'' 

My esteemed publisher, doing his part in this re­
publishing as a service of lov\! to the Lord and His 
saints, has s6me small recompence, as witnesseth­
,, rt must give you pleasure to be the publisher of such 
dean teaching in these last days of apostasy." 

"I have read with great profit the booklet entitled, 
'The Le11.ding of the Holy Spirit,' and I am anxious to 
get further help from his later writings. "-S, D. T. 


	A1
	A2
	A3



