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The Wrong Road. 3

they find out afterwards they are all
wrong ; and so it proved with us, for after
walking a long way up the lane, where
we expected to find the farm, we looked
about but could not see a house any-
where. DBy this time the evening was
fast closing 1n and we knew not what to
~do. We needed a friendly word of direc-
tion to lead us from the wrong road into
the right one, but there was no one there
to give 1t; so we stood still to listen for
footsteps. It was now quite dark, and
nothing to be seen beyond a few yards all
round.

How glad we are at times'to get away
- from the busy town with 1ts bustle and

- noise, the carts rattling over the stones,
and men shouting out the various things
they have for sale; but now, as we stood

!
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still in that pretty country lane, how glasi
we should have been to hear the sound
ol some one coming.

I said to my friend, ‘“Get on the top of
that gate, perhaps you will see a light
in a cottage near at hand.” He got on
the gate and looked all round, but not a
sign of any dwelling could be seen.

- We were now quite at a loss what to
do; to go on seemed useless; we might
be going farther and farther away from
‘the place we wanted ; to turn back—well,
1t was a good two-mile walk to the town.
.. hile we wondered what would be best
to do, my friend said, “Hush! I think I
hear something.”” We listened a minute
or two, and then we plainly heard the
sound of footsteps. Nearer and nearer
waey came, till we could see in the dark-
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ness a little boy who was coming in our
direction.

Now, do you think we turned away from
him because we saw he was only a rough
{ittle farmer’s boy? Oh dear no; we were
only too glad to see him, and at once
asked him to put us in the right road.

““Oh,” said he, ‘“you took a wrong turn
just where the bridge goes over the stream.
1 am going past that way, and will shew
you which 1s the right road.” ©So we
walked back with him. I cannot remem-

ber all we said to him, but he told us he
was going home to spend Sunday, and
then return to his master’s farm on Mon-
day morning. We said, ¢“ You look forward
to Sunday then: to see your friends ?”
¢ Oh, it’s only once a month, sir, that I

>

go.”” Just then we came to the bridge;
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he went one way, and we another, but }
shall never forget the little fellow who
shewed us the right road.

It seemed to us as if the Lord had sent
him our way on purpose to direct us ; had
it been any other Saturday but that par-
 ticular one, we should not have had our
little friend to guide us.

I wonder if any of my readers are in
need of a friendly voice to say, Stop!
Stop ! do not go in that direction ; it leads
away from life and happiness, and only
pleases Satan. Turn right round and
begin to please Jesus. He says, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life.”” That
means the way to life, to happiness
and joy.

I must tell you that following the little
boy’s directions, we soon tound the farn:-
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house, and as the light streamed through
the open door 1t seemed to give us such a
welcome. And once inside we soon saw
that our friends had good things in store
for us, which were very acceptable, after
wandering about 1n the chilly evening.
Oh, what a welcome we shall get by-
and-bye—those of us who are washed in
the blood of Jesus! Read, imn Luke xv.,
what a reception the poor prodigal got at
his father’s house; and if there is joy in
heaven now, over one sinner thatrepenteth,
what a happy meeting it will be when we
all go to be with Jesus, and be holy and
and happy for ever ! But, remember, all
must leave the wrong road and travel in
the right, in order to reach that happy
home. lattle friend, will you be there?

You will if you act like the prodigal sor
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did : he went to his father and confessed
how he had sinned against him. And we
have to take the place of sinners in the
sicht of (God, then He can bestow bless-
ing upon us. Like the poor wanderer, we
have to find our deep need, and look to
the only One who can meet us in that
need.

Once as prodigals we wandered
In our folly far from Thee,

But Thy grace, o’er sin abounding,
Rescued us from misery.

(’.

. W J K ]

G. MorrisH, 20, Paternoster Square, H.C,

o




































































































































