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“BE YE ALSO READY”

S a member of the new National

A Army, I am enabled to see prac-

tical demonstrations of various

truths taught in the word of

God, and also taught in our Sunday-

school at home. I will give you an
example.

The first thing on theday’'s programme
in the army is Reveslle or Roll-call. This
takes place at 6 o’clock, and is announced
by the bugler blowing his trumpet as
shown in the picture. In connection with
Reveille, the trumpet is blown three times.

The first is to arouse every soldier from
sleep, to dress at once and quickly.

The second is the signal to march out
from sleeping quarters, which are called
*“barracks.”

At the last trump, or blowing of the
bugle, all the soldiers are expected to be
in line and answer the Roll-call.

One momning, recently, about thirty
were late for the Roll-call; that is, they
marched out to the place of formation
after the bugler had blown the trumpet
for the last time. Consequently they were
marked “‘absent ;" their names were writ-
ten down, and punishment will be meted
out to them. It may mean confinement
at the Guard-house, or refusal of pass to.
visit home for several weeks, or possibly
duty in the kitchen which the men in
khaki despise.

Now in the Sunday-school the Lord’s
coming has been taught, and the vital
necessity of being READY for that won-
derful event has been urged. Time and
again the teachers and the Superintend-
ent have earnestly sought to impress this
upon everyone in the Sunday-school.

The men who were late for Reveille

had one thing charged against them, they
were NOT READY.

The Scriptures tell us that only those
who are ready will go to be with the Lord
when He comes for His people (see Matt.
25:10). According to 1 Cor. 15: 52 and
1 Thess. 4: 16, the Lord's coming will be
announced by blowing of a trumpet. It

will take place so quickly that there will
be no time to get ready, for “in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye,” they
shall be “caught up” to the Lord, after
the last trump is blown. The five foolish
virgins were late, and the door was shut,
as you can read in Matt. 25: 1-12. How
terrible it would be for you who have
heard the gospel, who have been invited,
time and again, perhaps, to come to
Jesus, to receive Him as He knocks at
your door, and have yet not answ ered Him
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nor opened the door of your heart—how
terrible it would be, I say, to find sud-
denly that you have trifled too long, and
like the foolish virgins, find the door . . .
closed! Let not the tempter, or the
world and your own heart say, ‘ There is
time enough, no need of haste, by and
by.” No, no, dear young friends—not
to-morrow, not next week nor next year,
but “now is the accepted time, behold,
now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor.6: 2).
“ Come unto Me, and I will give you rest”’
(Matt. 11: 28). “ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:
31). A heeding of these invitations or
commands by any anxious heart is the
simple but very necessary preparation in
order to be ready when the Lord comes.
The person thus prepared can sing with
full assurance
““When the Roll is called up Yonder,
I'll be there.”
R. J. F.

— - A

Primary Class Lessons

Correspondence with Sunday-school super-
intendents shows that few teachers are able
to make chalk drawings, and that many
schools have no blackboard. These lessons
are dropped therefore; and, whenever able,
short stories suited for the little ones, verses
of poelry lo commit to memory, etc., will
take their place.

3

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

<

I suppose that nearly all Sunday-school
children know the dear old evening prayer
which has been taught to little ones by
godly mothers since long, long ago:

*Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep:
And if I die before I wake,
I pray the Lord my soul to take.
All this, I ask, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Mothers and children love it still. But
should we pray only at night? If we ask

God for something and He grants our
prayer, should we not thank Him? The
following is a good little companion to it
for the morning.

How many of you little ones will learn
it, and say it To GOD n the morning, when
you awake?

Now, O Lord, I wake from sleep :
Thou my soul didst safely keep;
Guard me, Lord, the coming day.
Teach me what to do and say;

And this, for Jesus’ sake, I pray. Amen.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS J

*I

1.—JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR
THE LORD (Mk. 1: 1-11).

Question 1. — * Gospel” means ‘‘good
news;' whose good news is the book
of Mark about? Ans.—ver. 1.

Q. 2.—Who is Jesus Christ?

Ans.—ver. 1 (I. p.).

Q. 3.—Where is His home?
Ans.—John 3: 13.

Q. 4—Why did He leave His home in
heaven? Ans.—1 John 4:9, 14.

Q. 5.—What had been written long be-
fore of someone who should come be-
fore Him, and who was this?
Ans.—vers. 2, 4.

Q. 6.—What did those do who listened
to John? Ans.—ver. 5.

Q. 7.—John was the Lord's messenger,
but where did he live, and how was he
dressed? Ans.—vers. 4 (f. p.), 6.

Q. 8.—What did he say of the One who
was coming, and what of himself ?
Ans.—vers. 7, 8.

Q. 9.—When Jesus came to John what
did John see? Ans.—ver. 10.

Q. 10.—What did God say from heaven
of Him so that everyone should know
who He was? Ans.—ver. 11.

Q. 11.—What had John been told?
Ans.—John 1: 33, 34.
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OUR
A\ S BiBLECLASS
R e

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

1.—JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR
THE LORD (Mk. 1:1-11).

Mark is the shortest and most concise
of all the four Evangelists. While it
more closely resembles Matthew than the
others, it has a character all its own.
We can only mention here that our Lord
is seen in Matthew as King; here as
Prophet and Servant. The subject matter
of this Gospel consists largely of Teach-
ing and Healing—a blessed combination.
In Mark, the death of our Lord has
the character of the sin-offering; in
Matthew it is as the (frespass-offering.
There is very little of a preparatory
character, no account of His birth as
in Luke, or His genealogy as in Mat-
thew, or of His divine character as in
John. After the few verses of to-day'’s
lesson, or up to ver. 13, we plunge into
the narrative of unremitting toil, which
does not cease until He lays down His
spotless life as our sin-bearer on the
cross. Our present lesson is devoted to
the ministry of the forerunner, John the
Baptist.

1.—Introduction to the Gospel. Ver. 1.

The theme of the entire Gospel is given
in the first verse: it is, ‘“Good news of
Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.”” We
have here His human personality—/esus,
the name given before His birth.

Q.1. Find, " He called His name Jesus.”

He is the Christ the anointed One—
Prophet, Priest, and King of Israel.

Q. 2. Find, “The Lord and ... His
Anointed.”

This official character has a reach far
wider than its application to Israel, how-

ever. It is the title of our Lord constantly
used in the Epistles, showing Him ex-
alted in glory, manifested as the Anointed
—the Christ.

Q. 3. Find, “Both Lord and Christ.”

He is also the Son of God, not exactly
as declared in John’s Gospel, but as in-
carnate.

Q. 4. Find, “Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son.”

He is God the Son, and in His earthly
relation is God’s Son as Man. Blessed
and Holy mystery. How good to remem-
ber that while we dwell upon His lowly
service, He is the Son of God.

2.—The Forerunner predicted. Vers. 2, 3.

We have two quotations from the
prophets regarding the coming of John
the Baptist.

Q. 5. Find the two passages in the
prophets.

John was a prophet in that he declared
unto the people their sins.

Q. 6. Find, “Cry aloud, spare not.”

He was ““more than a prophet,” in that
he was the forerunner to point out the
Lord to the people, and not merely to
predict His coming.

Q. 7. Find,“ Behold the Lamb of God,”
etc.

3.—His preaching and its effects.
4-6.

John’s great theme was repentance;
he was no popular preacher, though great
crowds flocked to hear him. He showed
the people their sins. This to-day is as
necessary as it was then.

Q. 8. Find, “ Repentance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

John wore the rough garment of the
prophet, rather than the striking garb of
the priest which, as son of Zechariah, he
was entitled to wear. His food was that
of the wilderness.

Q. 9. Find, “A hairy garment"— des-
criptive of the prophet.

Baptism in Jordan was the confession
of sin and of its desert—death. It was
not Christian baptism, but a preparatory

Vers.
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act, with the coming of our Lord in view.
Q. 10. Find, " That they should be-
lieve on Him which should come,” etc.

4.—"One mightier than 1.” Vers. 7, 8.

John points out the Lord and speaks
directly of His coming who is to baptize
with the Holy Ghost. This took place at
Pentecost at the introduction of Chris-
tianity.

Q. 11. Find, “By one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body.”

5.—" Thou art my beloved Son.”
9-11.

Here we see our blessed Lord in lowli-
ness going down into baptism, the waters
of death. With no sins of His own to
confess, He anticipatively takes the place
of death and judgment for His people.
It is in view of this that the Spirit is sent
upon Him, and God declares His delight
in Him—His perfect acceptance of His
past, private life, and recognition of His
entrance into the public ministry which
was to close with His atoning death.

Vers.

o

&
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 41 TO 44

The fgnres ndicale the number ¢f Quastions annsered
by caeh one.
Adair, Iown, 4, C. E M., C. F. M.
Allentown, Penn., 4. E. M. M., M. A. M, K. L.

M., R. A. R,E.F.R,E R. 3, A.W. (new)
J.D.R,C. R,V.R 8. 2BRWR.C
W,C. R 1,G.8. H,G. L. H,, M. I. H,, H.
R., E8 N. W,

Baltimore, Md., 3, L. J.,F.J,, E.H, T. W.

Bowers, Pa., 4, A. H. F.

Buflalo, N. Y., 2, M. L. A. 1, E. McH,, A.E,, L.
8,C. W

Chicago, 1ll., 4, E. E. 8.

Holland, Mich,, 4, J. P., P. P.

Key Weat Fla., 1, H. N. T.

Minneapolis, lllnn 4, M. R. M. D, M. D., J. D.,
D.JDJLFS .H., R.S.. 1, 1. D. D.

Philnlelphin, Pa , 4, J. W. H.

8aint l.onis, Ma., 4, G. M. F, C. H., M. A. O.

3, M. H.B,, E. M. McB. 1, E. M. G.
8chenectady, N. Y., 4, L. W. M.

(OCmeluded (n next number.)

DELAYED ANBWEKRS

To 33 to 40, 8. R. F., (Min'polis). To 34 to 30,
C. R., (Baltimore). To 37 to 40 W. C., E. C.. Q.
O, A. D. (Richmond). To 38, R. . W. (Wash-
ingtou ).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 41
In whose hanrd is the heart of every king?

From E. S. (Allent’'n) and E. W. B. (Wood'd)
we get the thought that, ** God holds the heart of
every king in His band and oses them as instru-
ments to do His will,’’ and in this connection J.
D. (Min'polis), O. J., J.. M. 3. and A. 8. (Tren-
ton) and others refer to Prov. 21: 1 which has for
years heen a precious help to me. Do lenrn this
verse, it will serve you in timesof trinl. G.M.(Tren-
ton) notes that sometimes God hardens for jondg-
ment kings who resist Him. D. J. D. (Min'polis)
quotes Prov. 21:1; Jer. 17: 8, 10 and 1 Chron. 28:
9 and sayr,.‘*God bolds the heart of every king,
and all others as well, and makes thent do His
will. How pood it is to seek and (ollow God's
will of our own accord.”” God made king Cyrus
of Persia carry out His purposes, and knowledge
of God’s will gave confidence to Ezra and Nehe-
miah.

Question 1 .—About whom is the Gospel of
Mark wntten?

OUR READING C(RCLE

“Smith's Perilous Swim" tells us of an
unlooked-for accident, and the way some
sailors were rescued from an apparently
hopeless position.

- S

Memory Verse

“Thou shalt call His name JESUS; for He
shalzl s)avc His people from their sins” (Matt.
1: 21).

Kntered as >cond-Clasa Matter atthe New Yark l'ust Ofice
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God’s Care for His Creatures
AND

God’s Way of Salvation

HE 104th psalm beautifully tells
us how God has adorned the
earth and prepared it for man'’s
abode, and how all creatures are
dependent upon Him for their food, and

cious things for the use of man. Iron
and brass and other metals are buried in
its bosom; the getting of these is both
difficult and dangerous, and ‘“Man goeth
forth unto his work and to hislabor until
the evening" (verse 23).

One of these treasures most familiar to
you is the coal that warms our dwellings
and cooks our food. Much labor is re-
quired to obtain it from the earth’s
depths, and this work is often attended
with great dan-

their lives sustained by Him. * He send-
ffé 5 B ' Tl
.“‘;‘ '»' - S

b A LIS TP
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eth the springs into the valleys, which
run among the hills. They give drink to
every beast of the field; the wild asses
quench their thirst. By them shall the
fowls of the heaven have their habita-
tion, which sing among the branches. He
watereth the hills from his chambers; the
earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy
works. He causeth the grass to grow for
the cattle, and-herb for the service of
man : that he may bring forth food out
of the earth; and wine that maketh glad
the heart of man, and oil to make his face
to shine, and bread which strengtheneth
man'’s heart” (Ps. 104 : 10-15).

The earth is a great store-house of pre-

gers. Our picture
shows a ‘“ Rescue
Car"” of one of the
Coal Companies in
1| CapeBretonlsland.
This car has the
Red Crosson it and
is used for the care
of the sick and
wounded. It is
fitted up like a hos-
pital,having nurses
and doctors in at-
tendance. When a
serious accident
occurs at some
mine, it is run near
it, and the injured men are placed in beds
in the car where they receive medical
attention.

A veryseriousaccident occurred recent-
ly, in which sixty-five men were suddenly
killed, and others injured. They went to
their work in the morning as they had
done hundreds of times before, and little
thought as they went down that morning
that many of them would not come out
alive. Yet so it was. They had only been
down an hour or so when a dreadful ex-
plosion shook the pit from end to end,
blowing away the props that held up the
roof so that it caved in; the ways of es-
cape were closed, the air was shut off,
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and those not burned by the explosion
were left to die in hopeless darkness.
Heroic efforts were made to reach the en-
tombed men, but several hours passed
before this could be done, and many had
perished. One who was found alive was
a simple-minded boy who remained by
his dead father until rescued. More in-
telligent ones had rushed in variousdirec-
tions in the hope of saving themselves
and had perished, whilst this poor boy who
realized his helplessness was saved.

Does not this incident illustrate how
God saves sinners? There are many who
think of saving themselves by their own
efforts, but all must perish who do not
turn to God for salvation. The Bible tells
us very plainly that salvation is ‘“not by
works of righteousness which we have
done ” (Titus3:5), but that God sent His
Son into the world that “whosoever believ-
eth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” At Hisown cost He pro-
vided for the sinner’s need, when on the
cross He shed His precious blood for our
redemption.

We would ask our young readers how
they stand in relation to this great mat-
ter. The poor boy in the mine simply re-
mained where he was until the rescuers
found him. He could do nothing to save
himself. There were dead and dying all
around him. If being saved depended on
himself, he was hopelessly lost; but will-
ing hands sought and rescued him and
others from their awful plight.

So we, in this world, are in a scene of
danger and death, and God's word says,
“After death the judgment.”” What about
our sins? The Rescue Car is but a faint
picture of salvation for the needy, be-
cause it can save only a few, but Jesus is
“able to save to the uttermost ALL who
come unto God by Him."

Have you come to Him? Not to-morrow,
but TO-DAY is the day of salvation. * To-
day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not
your hearts” (Heb. 3: 7, 8). R. B.E.

Christ and the Little Ones

“The Master has come over Jordan,”
Said Hannah, the mother, one day ;
“He is healing the people who throng Him
With a touch of His finger, they say.

“And now | shall carry the children,
Little Rachel and Samuel and John;
| shall carry the baby, Esther,
For the Lord to look upon.”

The father looked at her kindly,
But he shook his head and smiled :

“Now who but a doting mother
Would think of a thing so wild?

“If the children were tortured by demons
Or dying of fever, 'twere well;
Or had the taint of the leper,
Like many in Israel.”

“ Nay, do not hinder me, Nathan,
| feel such a burden of care;
If I carry it to the Master,
Perhaps | shall leave it there.

“If He lay His hand on the children,

My heart will be lighter, 1 know,
For a blessing for ever and ever
Will follow them as they go.”

So, over the hills of Judah,
Along by the vine-rows, green,
With Esther asleep on her bosom,
And Rachel, her brothers between :

'Mid the people who hung on His teaching,
Or waited His touch and His word—
Throughthe row of proud Pharsees, listening,

She pressed to the feet of the Lord.

“Now, why shouldst thou hinder the Master ?*
Said Peter, ** with children like these?

Seest not how [rom morning to evening
He teacheth and healeth disease? ™

Then Christ said : *“ Forbid not the children,
Permit them to come unto Me 1”

And He tock in His arms little Esther,
And Rachel He sat on His knee;
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And the heavy heart of the mother
\Vas lifted all earth-caie above,

As He laid His hands on the brothers,
And blest them with tenderest love ;

As He said of the babes in His bosom,
“Of such are the kingdom of heaven;’
And strength for all duty and tnal,
That hour, to her spirit was given.
—Julia Gill.
* +
INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

2.—CHRIST BEGINS HIS WORK
(Mk. 1: 12-20.)

Question 1.—Directly the Lord began His
work for sinners where was He led?
Ans.—ver. 12.

Q. 2.—Who tried Him there?

Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 3.—In what far easier circumstances
were Adam and Eve tried?
Ans.—Gen. 2: 8, 9, 16.

Q. 4.—Adam and Eve listened to Satan,
andsinned ; what did all Satan’s efforts
show as to the Lord?

Ans.—Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5: 21.

Q. 5.—How was the Lord’s messenger
treated? Ans.—ver. 14 (f. p.).

Q. 6.—Though His servant was ill-treated,
what did Jesus do?

Ans.—vers. 14, 15.

Q. 7.—To what people whose need was
great did He first go?
Ans.—ver. 14; Matt.4:15,16.

Q. 8.—Whom did He see there, and what
did He say to them?

Ans.—vers. 16, 17.

Q. 9.—What did they immediately do?
Ans.—ver. 18.

Q. 10.—Whom did He also call?
Ans.—ver. 19.

Q. 11.—They did not leave all to go or
do where and what they liked: where
did they go? Ans.—vers. 18, 20.

Q. 12.—What must those who follow
Christ do, and what is their reward?
Ana.—chap. 8: 34 ; Matt. 19: 28, 29,

- a—
K 0”%/ LECLA,
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark
2.—CHRIST BEGINS HIS WORK
(Mk. 1: 12-20))

Before entering upon His work, our
Lord is subjected to the test of the forty
days’ temptation by Satan. This would
prove Hisfitnessfor the work undertaken.

1.—The temptation. Vers. 12, 13.

The account is very brief, without the
details of Matthew and Luke.

Q.1. What were the three temptations?

Note it is the Spirit who had just come
upon Him that impels Him into the place
of temptation. It is God’s will that He
should thus be tested. It was no allure-
ment from within, as in us, but submis-
sion to God. What a contrast with us!

Q. 2. Find, “When he is drawn away
of his own lust "—applying to us.

Q. 3. Find, “Yet without sin,” or “sin
apart ""—applying to Christ.

Our Lord’s temptation was entirely
apart from any sin in Him, for He had
none. The temptation seems to have
extended over the forty days, culminating
in the closing effort of Satan. We see the
contrast with Adam; he fell surrounded
by everything that told of God’s good-
ness in providing for him. Our Lord had
not even food, was alone, surrounded by
the wild beasts, but He stood, the “spot-
less, undefiled and pure.” No wonder
that at the close of this period of suffer-
ing the angels ministered to Him.

2.—The preaching of our Lord. Vers.
14, 15.

Our Lord takes up the work where John
laid it down. Detailsof the life and death
of that faithful servant will be found else-
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where. We can only give one of his own
sayings, a motto for every Christian.

Q. 4. Find, “He must increase, but I,
decrease.”

Our Lord continues the call to repent-
ance—a call never to cease, as long as
sin is here. He adds, however, ''and
believe the gospel,” which suggests His
own advent,and the grace belonging to it.

Q. 5. Find, " Grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.”

“The time is fulfilled ”"—the time pre-
dicted by the prophets, looked for, and
longed for, by men of faith.

Q. 6. Find, " When the fulness of the
time was come,” etc.

Notice, our Lord does not say, as in
Matthew, ‘‘the kingdom of heaven,” the
Messianic kingdom, but * the kingdom of
God''—a less dispensational title, though
often resembling the other.

3.—The call of disciples. Vers. 16—20.

Our Lord is walking by the sea of
Galilee—the scene of so many of His
wonderful works. He first meets Simon
and Andrew. He had already had a per-
sonal interview with them ; this time it
was a call to service.

Q. 7. Find, “He first findeth his own
brother, Simon."’

Our Lord calls them from their earthly
occupation to become ‘ fishers of men.”
What a title for the servant of God—not
to be leaders, but fishers of men—seek-
ing to gather them into the gospel net.

Q. 8. Find, “ Went everywhere preach-
ing the gospel.”

Promptly Andrew and Simon obey the
call, for they knew Him. Other inter-
ests, no matter how proper and neces-
sary in themselves, could not hold them
back.

Q. 9. Find,
me."

Similarly, James and John are called,
and obey; they leave all for the new
work. What a privilege! They were to
be associated with the Lord, to see His
works, hear His words, learn His charac-
ter, and become His witnesses.

“ Necessity is laid upon

THE LETTER BOX

+

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 41 TO 44
{Concluded.)

Trenton, N. J., 4, B. M. B,, R. J. F., (new), L.
.G.,, H..J. H,, L. V. H.,, M.E. H., k. I H.,
. E. H., AndrewJ., O.J., Philip J.,C. L. M.,
CROM., JL MM, ROM.M., G.M..O.J. M,
F. P.,,G.N. P, W.S., Jr.,, W. 8, Sr.,, N.
P. 3 J.M.C, RRR M, F.M. P.,
.P,H.P.P. 2 F H A.,,F. M.C.,
.K,, M.B.N.,, R P, C. L. S, H. E.
C.A.D,EV H., A.R.J., R H
shington, D. C,3 M. E D., M. E.,
. H., E.T. MacD. 2, M. B,V J
M. M. H.,E S, MBS8,MMS, ENV
W., L.E W l C.E E,T H., P.
H., G. L, E. L.,R 1T, E T,E H
Woadland. Mo., 4, E. B., A. W. B.
W. B., W. A. DeL.

w
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Question 2.—When Jesus began to preach,
what was the sum of His message ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

““Jeanie’s Trust” sets before us the true
motive of serving the Saviour.

Memory Verse

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel "’ (Mark 1: 15).

Sunday Scbool Lessons (ol 1918

A 4.page circular giving the proposed lessons
for the year. Price, 5 cts. per daz, postpaid.

Entered as Recond-Clarm Matter nt the New \ ork roat OMce

THE SUNDAY SOE00L VISITOR

—PUBLISHED WEEKLY—

(U.S) (Can.)

100 ooplo, per annum, 52 weeh ..$29.00....833.00
- 7.80..... 8.88

10 L i 0 e 3.60..... .88

Binglo Copy ** " ceees J00..... .60

Lolzeaux Brothers. { East |3th Streot. New York



Che HSunday School Visitor

VoL. 18

JANUARY 20, 1918

No. 3

A Midnight Mistake

OMETIME ago a servant of God
came to a brother’'s house at
Norfolk, Virginia, from a distant

: city. It was late, past midnight,
when he arrived, but he rang the door
bell. Pretty soon he saw a light and
heard footsteps coming down the stairs.
But no one opened the door, and after a
while the light disappeared. He waited
a little and then rang again; once more
he saw a light in the hall-way and heard

some one moving about and a voice
speaking. But the door was not opened;
the light again disappeared, and all was
quiet again; so thetraveler left the house
and found lodgings at a hotel.

It seemed strange that his ring should
have been heard, lights turned on, foot-
steps and voices heard inside the house,
yet no admittance given him. :

But the next day when he came around
to the same house the mystery was ex-
plained. His friend did hear the bell ring ;
but he thought it was the telephone, and
went downstairs to answer it. Receiv-

ing no answer to his “Hello!” he

hung up the receiver and went back
upstairs. But he was hardly in bed
before he heard another ring, and
once more he went to the phone and
asked who was there. Of course
there was no response; so after wait-
ing a while he returned upstairs and
went to sleep.

Now what does this mistake re-
mind us of? Is it not very like the
boys and girls—and men and women,
too—who,when the Lord Jesus knocks
at their heart’s door, make the mis-
take of thinking it is someone or
something else? ‘Behold, I stand at
the door and knock!'" the Saviour
says. This He does in many differ-
ent ways and by various means.
Sometimes it is by sickness and
suffering, or by loss and sorrow, He
would speak to us; but how often
the doctor, or the circumstances are
looked to—and the Lord left out.

Or the Lord may knock at the door
of your heart by gospel preaching, or
admonitions of parents, or the en-
treaties of earnest Christians speak-
ing to you about your souls—it
may be that the Lord has knocked
at yourdoor several times in reading



10 THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOR

articles in the Sunday-schoof Visitor—but
failing to see it is the Lord knocking at
your heart's door, you answer them,
and the Lord is left outside. This is a
common mistake, dear child, and this is
written that you might be saved from
making such a mistake.

But why should the Lord stand at your
heart’s door and knock? What does He
wish withyou? Oh,listen! hear Him say,
“If any hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3: 20).
He wants to be your guest to make your
heart happy and to save your soul. This
He does for all who open and let Him in.

What an honored guest to entertain!
If the President, or some great man, or
musician, or artist offered to come to
your house and sit at your table, would
you not feel highly honored?; Well, think
of Christ, the Lord from heaven, the
Prince of Peace, the King of glory, stand-
ing before the door of your heart, asking
to be received, and offering to be your
guest !

How many hymns we have telling of
this ‘“lovely attitude’ of Christ. One is
“Have you any room for Jesus ? " another,
““There’s a stranger at the door,” an-
other, “ Behold the Saviour at the door,”
andstillanother, “Makeroom in my heart,
Lord Jesus.”

The traveler of our story turned and
went away when no one opened the door
to him. So the blessed Saviour, after
long patience, sometimes years of wait-
ing, turns from those who will not let
Him in. And how great will be your loss
if Jesus leaves you to yourself and to
your sins. The traveler who could not
get in at midnight came back next day;
but when the rejected Saviour turns
away from the sin-loving soul, it is for-
ever. Let not such a dreadful thing
happen to you. C. KNAPP.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS I

3.—OUR LORD AT WORK
(Mk. 1: 21-45.)

Question 1.—What did the Lord find even
in the synagogue? Ans.—ver. 23.

Q. 2.—What did the unclean spirit know,
better than the people, what Jesus could
do and who He was?

Ans.—ver. 24.
Q. 3.—At what were the people aston-
ished ? Ans.—ver. 27.

Q. 4.—What did the Lord do for Simon’s
wife’s mother? Ans.—vers. 30, 31.

Q. 5.—Did He heal only those who were
His disciples? Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 6.—How did He show He was Man as
well as God? Ans.—ver. 35.

Q. 7.—How could Peter afterwards des-
cribe HHm? Ans.—Acts 10: 38.

Q. 8.—Did He go about doing good for
popularity ? Ans.—vers. 37, 38.

Q. 9.—What incurable case came to Jesus
for healing, and what did he say?
Ans.—ver. 40.

Q. 10.—Was Jesus willing to help him?
Ans.—ver. 41.

Q. 11.—Has He altered now? What does
He still say to anyone?

Ans.—Matt. 11: 28; John 6: 37; Heb.
13: 8.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark,
3.—OUR LORD AT WORK
(Mk. 1: 21-45.)

R'We see our Lord now at work—busy
with the twofold ministry of teaching
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and healing. These healings of the body
were not merely acts of mercy, but sym-
bolic of spiritual ailments and conditions
from which the Lord delivers. They are
thus the gospel in picture. His teaching
was not like the endless discussions and
profitless distinctions of the scribes, but
the authoritative declaration of One who
brought a message.

1.—The demoniac in the synagogue.
Vers. 21-28.

It is at Capernaum, in the synagogue,
that this miracle is done. The synagogue
was where the law of God was read and
expounded. But Israel’s condition is seen
in the presence of a poor man under the
power of Satan. Of what use was their
profession of knowledge and privilege
when the enemy was master?

Q. 1. Find, " A strong man armed.”

Q. 2. Find, “The prince of the power
of the air,” etc.

This is an unclean spirit, for, whatever
hisdisguises, Satan and his hosts are foul
and vile.

Q. 3. Find, *“ Unclean spirits like frogs.”

The demon recognizes the Lord, and
through his victim cries out against the
judgment he knows is coming.

Q. 4. Find, “The devils believe and
tremble.”

The careless world may well take a
lesson from them. The demon also con-
fesses the Lord as the Holy One of God
—His deity. This 1s anticipative of the
time when every tongue shall confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Q. 5. Find, “And things under the
earth” (infernal beings).

The Lord will not receive the testi-
mony of demons, and casts the evil spirit
out. With one last convulsive assault
upon the poor victim, the demon obeys.

Q. 6. Find, “ That He might destroy him
that had the power of death.”

Thus Satan and his host have been de-
feated, and those who once were his vic-
tims are free, through faith in Christ.

Q. 7. Find, “Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness."”

2.—Fever cured. Vers. 29-31.

The burning, destroying heat of fever
is a figure of the raging power of sin.
Israel, typified by Peter’s motherin-law,
is prostrate, without strength. Christ’s
hand lifts her up, and heals, restoring to
happy service.

Q. 8. Find, “Your members servants
to righteousness.”

3.—The multitudes healed. Vers. 32-34.

Having given two samples of healing,
the Evangelist next shows the great
crowd of those who were thus blessed.

“ At even when the sun did set,
The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay;
Oh, with what divers pains they met;
Oh, with what joy they went away!”’

The shadows fall, but the healing goes
on, for there is no night where He is.

4.—Onward. Vers. 35-39.

What a picture of ceaseless activity,
coupled with perfect dependence! Pray-
ing alone, He communed with His Father,
then passing on to serve others also.

Q. 9. Find, “Who went about doing
good.”

5.—The leper cleansed. Vers. 40~45,

Leprosy is a figure of the corruption
and incurable nature of sin.

Q. 10. Find, “Unclean! unclean!"”

To whom can such an one go? He is
an outcast, a stranger to man, an alien
from God.

Q. 11. Find, “Having no hope and
without God in the world.”

There is One whose touch gathers no
defilement, but which heals. So the leper
bows to Him. His faith owns the power,
but doubts the willingness of the Lord.
But he comes, and finds compassion and
cleansing. What was the cost to the
Lord to “ touch” the sinner!

Q. 12. Find, “ Christ died for the un-
godly.”

The offerings beautifully illustrate the
ground and the means of cleansing.

Q. 13. Find the directions for the
leper’s cleansing on the first and the
eighth days.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 42

IPhat temple (not that of Ezra 8) was destroyed,
then buill up in three days?

The temple of the 3d chap. of Ezra was many
years in huilding hnt in auswering the question
B. H. B. (\Wood’d) refers to John 2: 19, 2i; Mk.
14: 58 and | Cor. 6: 19; while G L. H. aud G. S.
H. (Allent'n) tell oxg "Jesns referred to the time
when He would bhe crncificd and in three days
rise agnin.”” G. M. F and E. F. McR. (St Louis)
similarly say. ‘' The temple was really the body
of Jesus, who was crucified, buried and rose from
the dead io three days.” It is hecause of the
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus that
true worshipers nre privileged to enter the heav-
enly temple and praise God (Heb. 10: 19). Are
you one of them ?

ANSWER TO QUESTION 43
How can we more realize our dependence upon God ?

1st. By oot trusting in our abilities, but do as
Ezm telis us in chap. 8: 22,

2nd. AsJ. L. F (Min’polis) points out, ‘‘ By
reading from the Word of God how the [sraelites
prospered when they depended apon God.”

Ard. Natice how even our Lorl Jesus was de-
peodent upon the Fatler, as mentioned by D. J.
D. (Min'polis).

4th. R 8. 'Min’'polis) says. ‘‘ Realize our own
helplessness and God's greatness,'’ 1’8 40:17. The
same thonght is giveo by L. V. G. (Trenton). Pa
27:14; 33:18; 41:3; 145:18; Johu 15: 5; 2 Cor.
12:9 and Phil. 4: 6 are quoted by M. R. M D.
(Min'polis); A.J.,G M, H. E.§ and C.5.(Treon-
ton) and A. W. B. (Wood'd). *‘*We are most de-
pendent on God when we recalize our trials aod
temptlations are too great for us to bear, and we
tum to Him. He will deliver us if we trust Him
a8 Ezra did,”" aays L. V. H. (Trenton).

Question 3.—How did God confirm the
word spoken by the Lord Jesus?

Address Letter-Bozx answers (o :
F. L. FRENCH,
913 South St. Bernard 8t.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

PLEASE note the following:

f. Send answers
f to 4. 5 to 8, elc.

2. Keep the four answers of each scholar by
themselves.

3. Send to reach Mr. French by the 10th of each
moanth.

4. Give FULL name of each scholar oa EACH

answer.

la lots of four (4), as Nos.

@ O — .

OUR READING CIRCLE

“The Magnet” asks if you are like a
needle or like a pin, and explains what is
meant by the question.

Memory Verse

“And Jesus, moved with compassion, put
forth his hand, and touched him, and said unto
him, | will; be thou clean” (Mark 1: 41).

Our Reading Circle Tracts

for 1918 are prepared, and the rates
are as follows:

1 copy for each week, 55 centa postpmd

2 c«~p1a o at 50 $1.00
6 £ X3 40 [ 1% 2'-0
12« e u 40 ¢ " 4.80
25 (X3 [ X3 “o 35 143 (X} 875

Those taking 8éx or more can remit
in Quarterly payments if desired. The
tracts will be sent at the same time
as each issue of the S. S. Visitor as
heretofore.

The Bound Volume of
““Sunday-Sehool Visitor' for 1917.
Well bound in cloth, 85 ets., postpaid

Entored as Second<Class Matler at the New York Past Office.

The Sunday School Visitor—50 ets. per annom

—PUBLISOHED WEEKLYX~—

Loizeaux Brothers, | East 13thSt., New Yk
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The Light in the Window

WIDOW had lost her only son at
sea, wrecked on a rocky shore be-
cause there was no friendly light
to warn the sailors off the dan-
gerous rocks. She herself lived by the
sea, and ever after the death of her son,
she put a light in the window to warn
vessels as they approached the rock-
bound coast.

No. 4

sad that any who profess the holy name
of our Lord Jesus should yet dishonor
Him in their lives! So let us see to it
that our light is burning brightly, that
by it others may be led to Jesus, who was
sent of the Father to be ' the Saviour of
the world.”

Perhaps you are but achild, and do not
know very much—not able to teach of
course, but this need not hinder you from
doing good. The widow’s light was

How kind and thoughtful
this was! She never knew
whether her light had saved
any of ‘“the ships that pass
in the night,” but she did
know that if any were pass-
ing they could see the glim-
mer of her light and steer
clear of the danger.

It reminds me of what the
Lord Jesus said to His disci-
ples, *‘ Let your light so shine
before men,that they may see
your good works and glorify
your Father who is in heav-
en.” He means by this that
we who believe on Him are
to live in a holy, godly way—
as He did here upon earth;
that those who do not know
the Saviour and are yet in
their sins, may take knowl-
edge that we have learned of
Jesus; so they may know we
are His true followers, and
not hypocrites. * Hypocrite"
means one who pretends to
be what he is not. Scripture
says of such that “they pro-
fess that they know God ; but
in works they deny Him, be-
ing abominable, and disobe-
dient” (Titus 1: 16). How
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only a candle, but it was the best she
had, so that was all that could be ex-
pected of her. At the regular light-houses
are some expensive lenses, some revolv-
ing, others stationary; some fixed, and
others flashing at intervals, and they are
tended by men specially trained for the
purpose, whose sole work is to care for
“the lights along the shore.” So there are
some especially called of God to preach
or teach, or write tracts and books, which
everybody cannot do; but if we only let
the light shine that God has given us, we
shall do well, and in the end receive as
much praise as those who have done
things that seemed greater and more
prominent than what we can do. But,
remember, the Lord loves simplicity and
humility, as He said, and showed by taking
little children in His arms. Read it in
Mark 10: 13-16.

The scripture proverb says: “Even a
child is known by his doings” (Prov. 20:
11). And if we expect our parents and
teachers and school-mates to believe that
we are really Christians, truly converted
to God, we must show it by our lives—
by being obedient, contented, willing to
serve others, following the teachings of
the word of God, and turn away from
evil, whether it be evil talk, evil books,
evil doings or evil places.

““Let my heart love Jesus only,” we
sometimes sing: if we love Him, we will
not love the world, or the evil things of
the world. “Ye are the light of the
world,” Jesus said to His disciples. We
are to be careful, then, that nothing
dims or hides that light.

In the sixth chapter of Ephesians,
these beautiful directions are given:

‘“Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father
and mother; which is the first command-
ment with purpose; that it may be well
with thee, and thou mayest live long on
the earth.”

C. KNAPP.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

“If | were only one of His Sheep”

A DEAR girl on a bed of sickness was
most anxious to be saved. A friend, know-
ing herdistress, sent her a Scripture text-
card. Slowly she read it, as follows:

¢« give unto them [My sheep] eter-

nal life and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand ’’ (John 10: 28).

As she laid back on the pillow, she
said, “If I were only one of His sheep
I should be happy.” Now, as the card
fell on the coverlet it turned over. A
text was on the other side. It read thus:

¢« This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
sinners ! (¢ Tim. 1: 15).

“Oh!”’ she said, as this precious verse
enlightened her soul; “If I'm not a sheep,
I'm a sistner; and Christ Jesus came to
save sinners.'” She trusted Jesus right
there; and the Lord received her right
there.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

4 —CHRIST FORGIVING SIN
(Mk. 2: 1-12))

Question 1.—What did the Lord do in
Capernaum when people gathered
around Him? Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 2.—What helpless man was brought to
Him there? Ans.—ver. 3.

Q. 3.—What was done to bring him to
Jesus in spite of the crowd?
Ans.—ver. 4.

Q. 4—What did Jesus see that made Him
speak to the sick man? Ans.—ver. 5.
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Q. 5.—Jesus knew his greatest need;
what did He say first?
Ans.—ver. 5 (1. p.).

Q. 6.—What did the scribes immediately
think about Him? Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 7.—What question did He who knew
their hearts put to them ? Ans.—ver.9.

Q. 8.—What proof did He give them that
He had power to do what they could
not? Ans.—vers. 10, 11.

Q. 9.—What other proof did He give that
He was God ?

Ans.—ver. 8; 1 Kings 8: 39 (l. p.).
Q. 10.—Where is Jesus now ?
Ans.—Heb. 9: 24.

Q. 11.—Is He still able to forgive sins,and
why? Ans.—Heb. 7:25; 10: 12.

Q. 12.—What does God say of those sins?
Ans.—Heb. 10: 17.

__OUR
= LBIBLECLASS
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

4 —CHRIST FORGIVING SIN
(Mk. 2: 1-12)

If leprosy denotes the guilt and defile-
ment of sin, palsy, or paralysis, shows its
impotence. This is the subject of our
present lesson.

1.—The crowded house. Vers. 1, 2.

Returning to Capernaum, our Lord finds
great crowds flocking about Him. This
does not necessarily show they had real
faith, but rather the wonderment of the
massses on seeing the miracles. Our Lord
is not swerved from His purposeby these
tokens of popular favor, but uses them

as an opportunity for the preaching of
the Word.

Q. 1. Find, “He knew what was in
man.”’

2.—Borne of four. Vers. 3, 4.

Palsy, or paralysis, is caused as a rule
by the pressure of a blood-clot upon the
brain. This is due to the breaking of a
small blood-vessel in the brain, and the
rupture comes from a hardening of the
arteries through too great a deposit of
mineral in their walls. When the kid-
neys and other organs fail to eliminate
foreign matter from the system, it be-
comes a menace to life. Such is sin: if
there is failure to judge it, and so elimin-
ate its power, the inner man is weakened ;
then death’s power manifests itself —
palsied limbs dead to feeling, powerless
to act.

Q. 2. Find, “When we were yet with-
out strength.”

Q. 3. Find, “Sin when it is finished
bringeth forth death.”

The man, unable to walk, was borne by
four friends. Probably all had faith—
the man as well as his friends; but in
them we have a picture of the faith of
others bringing a soul in prayer to the
Lord.

Q. 4. Find, “ He took him by the right
hand, and lifted him up.”

Q. 5. Find, “Those women who la-
bored with me in the gospel.”

But there are obstacles : the crowds in
the house and about the door make it
impossible to reach the Lord in the usual
way. Not to be deterred, they let him
down through the tiling of the roof. How
such faith delights the Lord!

Q. 6. Find, “O woman, great is thy
faith.”

3.—“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” Vers.
5-12.

How evidently our Lord purposed to
show something more than the mere
healing of bodily disease. Sin was the
root-malady—palsy its manifestation. All
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sickness is the result of sin, death the
final outcome of that.

Q. 7. Find, “ Death by sin.”

There are two aspects of sin: govern-
mental and eternal. The former is shown
in temporal and earthly affliction; the
judgment of the latter is moral and
reaches beyond death.

Q. 8. Find, “After death the judg-
ment.”

Our Lord speaks primarily of the gov-
ernmental side, but with reference also
to the eternal. He would assure the
man of the earthly remission of his sin,
in order that he might be led on to
the more lasting spiritual results.

Q. 9. Find, “ Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come unto thee.”

But if Christ had earthly power, He
had also eternal right to forgive sin, for
He was manifested to do this.

Q. 10. Find, “Having obtained eternal
redemption.”

Q.11. Find, “Even the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of Hisgrace.”

The man proves the reality of his par-
don by his walk. So under grace, the
walk shows the pardon.

Q. 12. Find, “ Teaching us that deny-
ing ungodliness,” etc.

The scribes asked, “ Who can forgive
sins but God only ?” We ask the same
question, and ﬁnd our joy in the answer.

Q. 13. Find, “He is the true God, and
eternal life.”

T
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 44

-':pﬁn.(.

What happens to the man wwho boasts himself
against God Y

Many foolish people are now denying God's

Worid, rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ, and raying
'* We do not need Gnd in the world 1" What will
be theirend ? The epistle of Jude (versesi4, 13)
tella us the end of ungodly boasters ; also such

scripturea ns Ezek. 35: 13-15; Dan. 4: 37; Pa. 52:
1-5 and Matt. 23: 12, an given by C. R.and J.D R.
(Allent'n), R. 8.,and M. D. D.(Min'polis) and C.
L. M. (Trenton). God’s word tells us that in the
cloging dnys men will be ** bonsters, proud, ete.
Let us turn away from these evil ways, and walk
in humble dependence upon Godl.

Question 4.—Who can forgive sins but God
only ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“The Belgian Sailor's Conversion” re-
lates how, when hopeless, a young sailor
placed his trust in the only Saviour, and
found he was “blessed” by God.

Memory Verse

“When Jesus saw their faith, He said unto
the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven
thee” (Mark 2: 5).

The BELIEVE & LIVE Calendar for 1918

Single copy, 12 cts.; postpaid, 14 ots.

Treasury of Truth Almanac
and Counselor for 1918

Single copy, 6 cts.; 10 copies, 45 cta.

“cMemory Verses "— Fifty-seven questions
which are answered by verses from Scripture, in
which an outline of truth is presented—from
man’s fall to the Lord’s return.

A 16 page booklet, per doz. 18 cts.; per 100, $1.

Enlered ns Second-Class Maller at the New York Post Ofice

Tho Sunday School Yisitor—50 ets. per annum
— PP UBLISUED WEEKLY—

Loizeaux Brothers, | East | 3th St., New Yark
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NG come, but now we think mother won't
Waltlng for Mother come at all!”

There was no use asking if they loved

T was visiting-day in an English their mother, it was only too plainly told

gu boarding-school for boys, and as by their sad look of disappointment and

it was a bright summer day, sorrow.—And their mother; could she be

there was a great expectation, careless of her waiting boys? Not she, I

by the younger ones especially, to have am sure; for I am a mother myself, and
their parents with them. There were [ know that, whatever the cause that de-
arrangements made for little pieces to tained her, she must have felt {for her lit-
be spoken, and entertainment in the tle boys even more than they did for her.
garden adjoining. There were about a Now these dear boys have taught me
hundred young boys in the school, so alesson. They eagerly looked for their
every train brought a number of parents mother. Their most earnest expectation
and sisters and friends, and it was a and desire was to have their loved
pleasant sight to see the welcome -
and the greetings and the happy 4
faces all the long day. I,,q,ﬂ_b‘g{,' ) )
As I walked up from the station = s
to the pleasantly situated school, I
saw two lovely little boys sitting to-
gether, very much alike, looking
very hard at me as I came. They jmggyar | .
were waiting for ‘‘mother,” but 1| 8" ™ 4
was not the one, and they looked
somewhat disappointed, although| ¥

'gi.a...‘:luus.w.-qm
4]
1

more trains were yet to come. .
After we had listened to somelittle ﬁ':
speeches in the big tent, and lunch [ .
had been served, I went out to the PN o
house; and there, sitting together {,v:w,: :
outside the door as before, were the S
two little boys waiting still! They
looked sad and tired. ;
“And have you been sitting here |
all this time?” I asked. One of &m \\
)

them gave a great sigh, and said, [[3¥ s
LI

“Yes.” Lol
“But why do you stay here so | /i Y7 4%,
long?"” I asked again. gﬁ/ i3

The dear little boys looked at me s* i\

with eyes full of tears, and said, |“yrmy: /¥
‘““Mother said she was coming, and =7 R AXENE
we wanted to see her first; we were 2;‘;’, {0
waiting till the last train would i
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mother with them, and be with her. I
ask myself—and you may ask yourselves,
my young readers—is my heart asdesirous
to have our precious Lord Jesus and to
be with Him as these little boys desired
to see and be with their mother? What
made them want to see their mother so
much ?—Love! And who ever loved us
like the Lord Jesus who gave Hisown life
forus? When He spoke of leaving His
disciples, to go back to the Father’'s home
from whence He had come, the disciples
were made sorrowful, so the Lord said to
them, “Let not your heart be troubled,
. . . I go to prepare a place for you, and
I will come again and receive you unto
Myself, that where I am there ye may be
also.” He comforted them as to His go-
ing away for a time by the promise He
would come again and have them with
Himself forever. Oh, then, let that be
your joy and hope, dear young Christian,
as well as mine. F. B.

LITTLE drops of water,
Little grains of sand,

Make the mighty ocean
And the pleasant land.

Thus the little minutes,
Humble though they be,
Make the mighty ages
Of eternity.

So the little errors
Lead the soul away
From the paths of virtue,
Oft in sin to stray.

Little deeds of kindness,
Little words. of love,
Turn the earth to Eden,
Under heaven above.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

+$

5.—CHRIST LORD OF THE SABBATH.
(Mark 2:13—3:6.)

Question 1. —The Pharisees knew that
the Lord was holy and good. What
did He do that surprised them?
Ans.—ver. 16.

Q. 2.—Who is it that needs a doctor?
Ans.—ver. 17.

Q. 3.—What did Jesus, the Great Physi-
cian, come to do? Ans.—ver. 17.

Q. 4.—In what were both the Pharisees
and the publicans alike?

Ans.—Rom. 3: 22 (l. p.), 23; Isa. 1: 6.

Q. 5.—What does the Lord do for those
who own they are sinners?

Ans.—1 Tim. 1: 15.

Q. 6.—How could He save such people?
Ans.—Rom. 5: 6, 8.

Q. 7.—What difference was there be-
tween the Lord and those gathered
round Him?

Ans.—Rom. 3: 23; 2 Cor. 5: 21.

Q. 8.—How did the Pharisees show the
sin in their hearts too?
Ans.—chap. 3: 2, 6.

Q. 9.—What good thing did the Lord do
that made them hate Him?
Ans.—chap. 3: 2, 5.

Q. 10.—Why did the Lord grieve over
them more than over the publicans?
Ans.—ver. 5.

Q. 11.—What does He still say to every-
one who needs Him?

Ans—Matt. 11: 28.

| Our IBible Class:

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark
5—CHRIST LORD OF THE SABBATH.
(Mark 2:13—3:6.)

In accord with its object, our Gospel
has given us in rapid succession the ac-
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count of various acts of healing by the
perfect Servant, our Lord. Our lesson
to-day discloses the opposition to Him on
the ground of His not falling in with the
traditions and formalism of the chief
priests and rulers.

1.—Publicans and sinners called. Vers.
13-17.

Our Lord now calls into His service
one of the despised class of publicans,
the tax gatherers, who are so frequently
associated with “sinners.”

Q.1. Find one or more uses of the
term * publicans and sinners.”

In divine grace, Levi is called from
his money-table as others had been from
their nets. How willingly he came is
shown by the feast he made the Lord.
It is ever a joy to follow Him in reality.

Q. 2. Find, “He made haste to come
down,” etc.

What a joyful scene it was—outcasts
and despised ones gathered and feasting
with the Lord!

Q. 3. Find, “This Man receiveth sin-
ners, and eateth with them.”

In answer to the scribes and Pharisees,
our Lord simply asks, Who needs the
Physician, the sick or the well? Can He
then refuse these sin-sick ones? And do
not the others by their self righteousness
shut themselves out from blessing? This
is the opposition our Lord constantly
meets; it is these very ones who now op-
pose Him who will deliver Him to death.

Q. 4. Find, “When he (Pilate) had
called together the chief priests and the
scribes.”

2.—"“All things new.” Vers. 18-22.

A question is raised which illustrates
the new character of that which our Lord
is to introduce. It is not a reformation
but a transformation. The scribes, ever
cleaving to form without suitability, crit-
icize our Lord’s disciples for not fasting,
which is a badge of mourning.

Q. 5. Find, “ With fasting and sack-
cloth and ashes.”

Even John's disciples might do this,
for they were still connected with the
former dispensation, and the call to re-
pentance. But how could those who had
heard the Bridegroom's voice still mourn?

Q. 6. Find, “ Rejoiceth greatly because
of the Bridegroom'’s voice.”

True, as at present, in our Lord’'s ab-
sence, we pass through sorrow; and Is-
rael will mourn because of Him whom"
they pierced, but with Him before their
eyes, how could His disciples mourn? In
one sense even now it is impossible to
mourn.

Q. 7. Find, “To rejoice with joy un-
speakable,” etc.

It is useless to attempt to patch up the
old garment of Jewish forms with the
new cloth taken from the perfect robe of
Christ our righteousness.

Q. 8. Find, “Who of God is made
unto us . . . righteousness.”

So too, the national religion of Judaism
could not contain the “new wine " of the
Spirit. There must be a new creation to
contain the new power.

Q. 9. Find, “If any man be in Christ
he is a new creature.”

3.—Lord of the Sabbath. Vers. 23-28.

Even the Law, properly interpreted,
would not have forbidden the disciples
plucking ears of corn to satisfy their
hunger But legality is bondage.

Our Lord shows the Jews they were
condemning David who ate bread which
was only for the priests.

Q. 10. Find, “I will have mercy and
not sacrifice.”

4.—The withered hand healed. Chap.
3: 1-6.

The same truth is presented here. Law
was powerless to heal, but if its holy
claims were met it would not forbid
grace to act. But legality will not allow
this.

Q. 11. Find, “Ye have taken away
the key of knowledge.”

What a picture of grace it is! The
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man, utterly powerless in himself, acts in
faith, and is immediately restored. The
effect of law is typified in the withered
hand; grace is seen in its restoration.
But note the wretched hatred in these
men’s hearts. They plot to murder the
Healer.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 45 TO 48

The Agures indlcale the number of Questions anmuered
by each one.

Adair, Jown, 3, C. Ii&. M., C. F. M.

Allentownp, ’epn., 4, K. L. M., M. A. M., E. F,
R,RA.R,E R 3 E M M,HR 2 B
R,Vv.S, W.R. I,CR,MR,ES, AW,
C. W.

Baltimore, Md., 4, C. R, K. G., L. J., F. J., R.
T. P.

Bowers, Pa., 4, A. H. F.
Baffalo, N. Y., 2, A.E, L W.
Chicago, Ill., 4, E. E. S.
Holland, Mich., 4, J. P., P. P.

Minneapolis, Minn., 4, M. R. M. D., Margaret D.,
J.D.,® J.D,S. W.H., R.S.

Ottawa, Ont., 4, H. C. 3, M. E. C.

Saint Loais, Mo., 4, M. A. O, @. M. F., H. B.
3,C. H. 2, E M.McB. 1, V.M. K.

Schenectady, N. Y., 4, L. W. M.

Trenton, N. J., 4, B. M. B,, A.D.,, R.J. F,; L.
G. W, H.I. H, L. V. H,, R. E I R. J. H.»
R.E H., R.J. I, An(lru\ J..0.J.,, P.J, L
K., C. L. M G.IRM.,J M. M., R R M, R
M.M.,G. 0 J. M. ..\I P, R F. P., A8,
G. N. P, W.'S., Jr.,W. 8, Br,, N.V.8. 2 C.D.,

RAl{ EVlI MI‘II RPl{ A. R
J.,HPP Q,MBN IIES II‘II
A ,J.G.C.. M. H., AsherJ., G.J., A. M. (uew),
R.P,C. L S
Washington, D. C., 4, F. B.
W. 3 M ED,CELE L.
L.S. 2 M.C.V JC,
D.,, N. H, M. H.,

, N.V. McD., E. J-
, M. E, E. M. 8., W.
A.B, M.P.F., F.
P. W. ., M. M. 1—[.. . IL,
E.T. MacD,E. J. 8, L.T., ET. 1,8.T. B,,
M.B,L.D.E. B.G.E.C, L M. E,E. H.
B.H.. L. A H., W. H., E. L, M H.. M. P
M.M.8,E W.,R.I.W. F.I. W., C. W.(new)’

Woodland. ¥o., 4, E. B.,, W. A. DelL., B. H. B.
E. W. B, A. W. B.

DEKLAYRD ANSWERS

To Ques. 41 to 41, A, C, W, C,,

E C, Q. C.
(Ottawn). ‘To Ques, 41, 42, 44, A

D. ( Baltimore).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 45

Was Nelemial a man of prayer $  If a0, give proof,

He proyed “day and night'’ for the children of
Isrnel, Neh. 1: G, answers R. 8. (Min'polis),
“Yes,"” answer J. P. and P. P. (1lolland), **for
he asks God, and not the king, if he should go amd
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,'’ ch. 2: 4. K. G.,
R.T. P.and C. R. (Balt.”) refertoch. 1:4; 2: 4
and 6: 9, 14, AW, B and E. B. (Woodland)
tell nus, ** When Nehemiah heard of the aflliction
of .Ierusalem, he fasted and prayed to God and
asked Iim to forgive the sins ol the people; tl:en
in ch. 2: 4 when the king asked for what he made
request, Neheminh (irst ‘‘prayed to the God of
heaven.” H. C. (Ottawn) and H. R. and B. R.
(Allen’n) also refer to this Intter verse. Would
that each of us would muake this verse (2:4)
part of our daily life, “*So I prayed.”

Question 5.—Why were the Pharisees so
particular about keeping the Sabbath ?

— -—

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Joquille: the Brave Shepherd-lad,” in
relating the gallant deed of a French boy,
makes us think of the Good Shepherd.

—— - -

Memory Verse

“* Jesus said unto them : They that are whole
have no need of the physician, but they that
are sick : 1 came not to call the righleous. but
sinners to repentance ”’ (Mark 2:17).
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A Winter Race

N the very cold and stormy win-
Gn ter an unusual race was made
from Winnipeg, Canada, to St.

Paul, Minnesota, by eleven men
with sleds and dog-teams. The plan was
to have stops for meals, and a place to
sleep at towns on the route.

It was expected that the 520 miles
would be completed by the seventh day,
when the winner would receive a prize
of money.

Though warmly dressed, and well ac-
customed to cold, the hardships of the
trip proved greater than the men ex-
pected. Everywhere the roads were filled
with soft snow, drifted in places to be
nearly impassable. So instead of riding
on the sleds, the men must go afoot to

lighten the load, sometimes wading
through the snow waist-deep, and both
men and animals suffering from the in-
tensely cold weather.

Only five of the number persevered to
the end, and arrived on the tenth day.
Four being but a few minutes apart, and
the fifth several hours later. This last
man received much sympathy, however,
because of his continuance through the
greatest difficulties. His dogs were in-
ferior in strength, so to help and urge
them on, he ran himself afoot steadily
after the first day, in all about 450 miles.
Once he lost the track in a storm, going
in a circle. Often it was late at night be-
fore he stopped for sleep, exhausted and
benumbed, scarcely able to speak, and
with face, hands, and feet frost-bitten.
Yet early in the morning he would re-
sume the race again, though knowing
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there was little chance for him to win in it.

Now, Christian boys and girls have a
race set before them—a race how much
nobler, and a recompense how much
greater than the one for which these men
endured so great hardships. God means
that every child of His should run in that
race which He has set before us—a race
toward the place where Jesus is gone,
and the world, the flesh in us, and Satan
combine to stop us, or turn us aside
from it. There will be hardships along
the way, but the unseen Guide, the Holy
Spirit, will encourage and sustain; and
by giving heed to God's holy Word the
end will be sure, and with great joy.

The apostle Paul speaks of this race in
1 Cor.9: 24-27; himself was in it, and
thoroughly in earnest. He says, “Every
man striving in the race is temperate in
all things; they to obtain a corruptible
crown; we an incorruptible.”

The account of the dog-team racers re-
minds us of this, for they were careful of
the food they ate, even refusing butter on
their bread lest its salt cause thirst which
would take time to stop and quench.

Small matters of your everyday life
may likewise greatly retard yowu, dear
young Christian, in the race heaven-
ward, as friendship with one who does
not love the Lord, or reading of books
not pleasing to the Lord, and other such
things. But remembering the purpose
of the race—to be pleasing to the Lord,
to win His approval. to bear a true Chris-
tian testimony with your companions,
will give you a happy heart, and how
fully will the Lord repay any self-denial
for His sake !

“Wherefore . .. let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily be-
sets us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of failh,
who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God"” (Heb. 12:1,2). J.L.S.

El Tord to IDoung Christians

'?OUR great object, dear young
. _) friend, now that you know the
? ;00 Lord Jesus to be your Saviour,

should be to live for Him. Life
is like a battlefield; it is a conflict. The
world would have your heart, and God
says to you, ‘‘Myson, give Me thy heart.”
Who, then, is to have your heart—your
affections, and the strength of your life?

The whole question of living for Jesus,
or living for the world, depends upon
where your heart is. You need not make
a number of promises or resolutions; for,
if your heart is really given to the Lord,
you will live for Him. If, on the other
hand, your heart is only half for Christ,
then the world will take hold of you.
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

These are precious years of your life,
Christian boys and girls. * The way the
twig is bent the tree is inclined.” Every
day spent with God is a day spent right.
Every day of your youth given to the
world is making the tree crooked. You
could not straighten an old tree; and the
way the early days of your lives are spent
will affect your whole life.

We cannot believe that any one of you
is so selfish and so wrong as to say, “I
am saved—I am-: going to heaven; there-
fore, I can live for myself.”” No; God
forbid it. H. F. W.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

IP.-..

6.—THE LORD CHOOSES THE
TWELVE. (Mark 3: 7-35.)

Question 1.—Who followed Jesus, and
why ? Ans.—vers. 7, 8, 10.

Q. 2—How many of His disciples did the
Lord choose, and for what purpose?
Ans.—vers. 14, 15.

Q. 3.—What was necessary before they
could heal the sick and cast out de-
mons? Ans.—ver. 14.
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Q. 4.—What does the Lord tell His disci-
ples? Ans.—John 15:5 (l.p.).

Q.5.—How do we know there were many
who needed healing in Israel?
Ans.—ver. 20.

Q. 6.—Though He was doing good, what
did His friends, or kinsmen, say about
Him? Ans.—ver. 21.

Q. 7.—What wicked thing did His ene-
mies say? Ans.—ver. 22.

Q. 8.—How did the Lord show this was
ridiculous and impossible?

Ans.—vers. 23, 26.

Q. 9.—What did the evil spirits them-
selves say of Him? Ans.—ver. 11.

Q. 10.—What did He say about all sins?
Ans.—ver. 28.

Q. 11.—What is the sin that cannot be
forgiven? Ans.—vers. 29, 30.

Q. 12.—Whatdoes Peter, and every child
of God, say of Jesus?

Ans.—Matt. 16: 16; 1 John 5: 1.

e OUR ===
S BBLECUASS
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

6.—THE LORD CHOOSES THE
TWELVE. (Mk. 3:7-35.)

Persecution began when our Lord dis-
regarded the formal traditions of the
Jewish leaders. But this persecution
only served to develop His activity and
service to others. Our lesson to-day
shows how He began to enlarge the
sphere of His activities and to associate
others with Him.

1.—Multitudes flock to Him.—Vers. 7-
12.

Satan cannot quench the fire of divine
activity. So we find that our Lord is

surrounded/by a crowd from all quarters,
drawn by His deeds of mercy.

Q. 1. Find, “ The things . . have fallen
out unto the futherance of the gospel.”

It will be noticed that Gentiles seem to
be attracted to Him as well as Jews—at
least persons from Gentile quarters.

Q. 2. Find, “The Gentiles will come
to Thy light.”

Our Lord avoids close contact with the
crowd, for His main desire was to minis-
ter to needy souls.

Q. 3. Find, " To seek and to save that
which was lost.”

He would cure sickness and deliver men
from their earthly woes, but His object
was to do far more. He would not allow
the demons to testify of Him, for He ac-
cepted nothing from Satan.

Q. 4. Find, “ That He might destroy
the works of the devil.”

2.—The call of the twelve. Vers.13-19.

What a privilege these twelve men
had, to be associated with our Lord,learn
of Him and receive of His power. Alas,
what awful treachery has blackened the
name of one!

Q. 5. Find,' And one of you is a
devil.”

How momentous was the selection of
these men. No wonder our Lord spent
the night in prayer before He selected
them.

Q. 6. Find in what Gospel this is re-
corded.

These men had, as we know, varied
characteristics—impetuous, loving, criti-
cal. Some were more prominent than
others, but all, except the traitor, were
genuine followers of the Lord.

Q. 7. Find, ‘“ Rejoice because your
names are written in heaven.”

Notice the order in the path of ser-
vicee. (1) “That they should be with
Him.”  Association and acquaintance
with the Lord is the spring of all service.
(2) “That He might send them forth to
preach.” He is the Lord of His servants.
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(3) “And to have power to heal,” etc.
First testimony, then works.

3.—Satanic hatred. Vers. 20-27.

So absorbed was our Lord in His great
work, that all earthly considerations were
largely ignored. Therefore His friends
thought Him mad.

Q. 8. Find, “ The zeal of Thy house
bath eaten Me up.”

The scribes go further—He is possessed
by Satan and doing his work. How
dreadful! What blindness! The Lord
first answers their charge: How can Sa-
tan be his own adversary, and seek to de-
stroy himself? A kingdom or house
divided against itself falleth. He came
to bind the strong man, Satan, and to
spoil his goods—poor sinners taken cap-
tive by him.

Q. 9. Find, “ That through death He
might destroy him that had the power of
death.”

Q. 10. Find, “The spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience.”

4.—The unpardonable sin. Vers. 28-30

Many timid souls have tormented them-
selves as to ““the unpardonable sin.” We
see clearly here what it was—to attribute
to the devil what the Holy Spirit was
doing through Christ. It was a sin into
which those who hated and rejected Him
were in danger of falling. It was a sin
beyond repentance, for it robbed them of
the light,and insulted the Spirit who would
have led them to repentance.

Q. 11. Find, “Of how much sorer
punishment shall he be thought worthy,”
etc.

5.—“My wmother and My brethren.”
Vers. 31-35.

True relationship with our Lord is by
faith alone. To know Christ merely
after the flesh will not do.

Q. 12. Find, “He is not ashamed to
call them brethren.”

THE LETTER BOX

ANSWER TO QUESTION 46
When can we expect God o anawer prayer?

Two conditions are given by D. J. D. (Min’
polis): ** Our heart must be right before God (Ps.
G6: 18), and it must be according to His will
(1Jno. 5:4; Matt. 18:19). ‘* When we pray
in faith asking according to God's will (1
John 3: 22)" says E. E. S. (Chicago). Sach
verses as 2 Chron. 7: 14; Isa. 58 : 9-14 ; Matt. 7:
7; 21: 22; John 14: 13 and James 1: 5, 6 are given
by C. E. M. and C. F. M. (Adair), A. H. F.
(Bowers), M. A. M. (Alleo’n), C. R. and L. J.
(Balt’o.), Marg. D. (Min’polis) and E. MeB,, C.
H., M. A.O. and V. M. K. (St. Lounis). R.S.
(Min'polis) says, ‘‘Such verses as John 14:13;
15: 16; 16: 23 and 1 John 5: 14, 15 show that God
bears our prayers when we ask in the name of
Jesus, and the answer will be in the time God
knows is best.”” Are the reader’s prayers being
auswered ? If not,ask God to show you why not

Question 6.—For what purpose did Jesus
choose twelve special disciples ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Knocking at YOUR Door,” reminds us
not only who knocks and how, but that
the knocker is outside the door, and the
latch inside. OQOur tract may be another
knock to you. Listen to it, and open the
door.

Memory Verse

“And He appointed twelve, that they should
be with Him, and that He might send them
forth to preach” (Mark 3: 14).
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Archbishop Whately’s Dying Words ;
Or, “Nothing but Christ.”

RCHBISHOP WHATELY of Eng-
land was a good as well as a great
man, and for this reason was
made Archbishop of Dublin. Our

young readers probably all know that

Dublin is in Ireland, where nearly all the

people are Roman Catholics;

Archbishop, though a Pro-

testant, was very good to

all alike, and during a

terrible famine that raged

there because the potato
crop failed, gave away of
his own money as much
as forty thousand dollars

($40,000). He was so good

to the poor that he saved

nothing from his large in-
come of the archbishopric.

Bishop Whately was
very fond of gardening;
it was his custom in the
summer to spend an hour
at work in his garden each
morning before breakfast.

One day a doctor was

called into the palace to

consult with the family
physician on account of
the illness of one of the
members of the Arch-
bishop’s household. It
was winter time and the
ground was covered with
snow. As he drove up the
avenue toward the door
he noticed an old man
chopping away at the
stump of a large tree. He

PR )
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was in his shirt sleeves, and sleet was
beating pitilessly into the aged man's
wrinkled face.

Having heard that the Archbishop was
a very kindly man the visiting doctor
was greatly surprised at what he saw;
he did not think “his grace,” as he called
the Archbishop, would set a poor old man
to work in such disagreeable weather.
““That laborer whom you think so ill-
used,” replied the family physician, “is
the Archbishop himself working off a

-
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headache. When he has been reading
or writing more than usual, and his mind
gets weary or confused, he goes out with
an axe and slashes away at that ponder-
ous trunk. As soon as he finds himself
in a profuse perspiration, he gets into
bed, wraps himself in blankets, falls into a
sound sleep, and gets up well refreshed.”

This is a novel and heroic cure for
headache, and | would not recommend it
to everyone. Girls could hardly take such
heroic treatment, and boys might, like
young George Washington, make a mis-
take and chop down a valued cherry tree.

One useful lesson we may learn from
the visiting doctor’s mistake is that we
should not judge anyone or any matter
hastily, but wait till we know all the
facts; and also remember the words of
the Lord Jesus,‘ Judge not that ye be not
judged "—that is, not. to entertain the
habit or spirit of judging others.

But there is something more to be told
about the good Archbishop. When he
was about to die one of the ministers
under him thinking to comfort him said,
“Well, your Grace, it is a great mercy
that though your body is .so weak your
intellect is vigorous still. "

“Talk to me no more about intellect,”
replied the dying servant of God, ‘“there
is nothing for me now but Christ.” He
meant that learning and having a clear
mind could not make him acceptable -to
God, but “Jesus only,” and I hope all my
little readers will make this blessed Lord
Jesus their only trust. There is nothing
for a sinner when he comes to die but
Christ, as it is written, *“Neither is there
salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved;’” and
again, “Other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Christ
Jesus.” C. KNnaPp.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES
Danger Brings Together

*“ Little one, come to my knee!
Hark! how the rain is pouring
Over the roof, in the pitch-black night,
And the wind in the woods is roaring.

* Hush, my darling, and listen ;
Then pay for the story with kisses.
Father was lost in a pitch-black night,
In just such a storm as this is!

*“ High up on the lonely mountains,
Where the wild men watched and waited :
Wolves in the forest and bears in the bush,
And | on my path belated.

* Rain and night came together;
Came down, and the wind came after.
Bending the props of the pine-tree roof
And snapping many a rafter.

“1 crept along in the darkness,
Stunned and biuised and blinded,
Crept to a fir with thick-set boughs,
And a shelt'ring rock behind it.

“There, from the blowing and raining,
Crouching, | sought to hide me.
Somelhing rustled; two green eyes shone.
And a wolf lay down beside me.

*“ Little one, be not frightened ;
| and the wolf together,
Side by side, through the long, long night,
Hid from the awlul weather.

" His wet fur pressed against me;
Each of us warmed the other;
Each of us [elt in the stormy night,
That man to beast was brother.

*“ And when the roaring forest
No longer crashed in warning,
Each of us went from our hiding place
Forth in the wild, wet morning.

* Now, darling, kiss me in payment,
And hark! how the wind is roaring ;
Surely home is a better place,
When the stormy rain is pouring!”
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I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

g

7—CHRIST TEACHING BY PARA-
BLES.—FOUR KINDS OF GROUND.

(Mark 4: 1-20.)

Question 1.—When the Lord Jesus spoke
to the people of a sower what did He
mean by the seed? Ans.—ver. 14.

Q. 2.—What became of that which fell by
the wayside? Ans.—ver. 4.

Q. 3.—Why are the birds like Satan?
Ans.—ver. 15.

. 4—What became of the seed that
fell on the stony ground?
Ans.—vers. 5, 6.
Q. 5.—Who is like this?
Ans.—vers. 16, 17.

Q. 6.—What prevented the seed which
fell among thorns from bearing any
fruit? Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 7.—What three very different things
may prevent us from obeying God’s
word? Ans.—ver. 19.

Q. 8 —Where did the seed fall which
bore fruit? Ans.—ver. 8.

Q. 9.—Who is said to be like this?
Ans.—ver. 20; Luke 8: 15.

Q. 10.—What does the Lord Jesus want
His people to do?

Ans.—John15: 7, 8, 16.

Q. 11.—What is said of the Colossians?

Ans.—Coloss. 1: 5, 6.

Qur IBible Class

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

7.—CHRIST TEACHING BY PARA-
BLES.—Four KINDS OF GROUND.

(Mark 4: 1-20.)

We have already noted our Lord’s ac-
tion in addressing the people from a
boat, as they gathered by the seaside.
Beside the convenience, there seems an
appropriate suggestion in this place of

aloofness. The parables themselves sug-
gest the same thought. It is not exactly
“face to face,”’ but by similitudes which
require some exercise to penetrate their
meaning. In addition, the place by the
seaside suggests a ministry which is to
reach out to the Gentiles as well as Is-
rael.

Q. 1. Find, “ The waters . . . are peo-
ples and multitudes and tongues.”

Q. 2. Find, “Now speakest Thou
plainly, and speakest no proverb (or par-
able).”

While our Lord constantly used para-
bles, we have here, and in Matthew and
Luke, a group of teachings regarding
our Lord’s kingdom upon earth, which
are to be taken together. The first of
these, the parable of the sower, relates to
the establishment of His kingdom, and
the varied way in which its truths are
received.

1.—Seed by the wayside.
15.

There are four kinds of ground, repre-
senting four classes of persons, who re-
ceive the seed. There is but one kind of
seed, the word of God.

Q. 3. Find, “Born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed but of incorruptible,” etc.

All depends upon the manner of recep-
tion of the word.

Q. 4. Find, “Receive with meekness
the engrafted word,” etc.

The first class of hearers are those
who receive the seed by the wayside—the
word is cast into hearts indifferent to
things spiritual, being only occupied with
the affairs of this life—the word has no
entrance there. Satan easily removes
even the memory of the word.

Q. 5. Find, “The natural man receiv-
eth not the things of the Spirit of God,”
etc.

But it is Satan who is active in pre-
venting its reception.

Q. 6. Find, “The god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them that be-
lieve not.”

Vers. 1-4, 14,



28 THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOR

2.—Stony ground. Vers. 5, 6, 16, 17.

In the wayside hearers there is not the
semblance of impression. In the stony
ground there has been some sort of need,
or preparation, but of no depth. The
seed, indeed, germinates there more
quickly than it normally would, but as
quickly withers away. The sun which
promotes growth in seed that is well-
grounded, withers that which has no
root. The application is obvious: where
the stony heart has not been broken up
by genuine repentance, the very truths of
the gospel, while joyfully received, have
no permanent lodgment and result.

Q. 7. Find, “A broken and a contrite
heart, Thou wilt not despise.”

Q. 8. Find, “Having received the
word in much affliction,” etc.

Everything that is of God will be
tested; this is the value of trial for the
true believer.

Q. 9. Find, “ Tribulation worketh pa-
tience,” etc.

Even where there is a real work, it
suffers in a measure from superficiality.

Q. 10. Find, “Ye did run well; who
did hinder you?”

3.—Among thorns. Vers. 7, 18, 19.

Thorns are abortive branches—an ex-
pression of the curse of the earth.

Q.11. Find, “ Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth unto thee.”

These represent, not necessarily im-
moral things, but cares, riches, lust of
other things.

Q. 12. Find, “Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present world.”

Q. 13. Find, “If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him."”

4.—Good ground. Vers. 8-13, 20.

As already hinted, good ground is such
only because it is plowed up and made
ready for the reception of the seed.
There are no ‘‘good hearts,” but those
which are broken and penitent. Such
receive the word, and it takes root, being

‘mixed with faith.” Such was the pub
lican, the jailer at Philippi, the Syro-
Phenician woman, and all those who
are saved.

Yet even these bear fruit in varying
degrees, according to the energy of faith
and love. There are varying rewards
for faithful service, and other scriptures
show this.

Q. 14. Find, “He which soweth spar-
ingly shall also reap sparingly.”

The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 47
For what can you thank God ?

For this week we had a ‘“thanksgiving lesson.'
God loves to have us acknowledge His graciaas
gifw to us, and two things most prominent—th~
nataral and spiritunl—are expressed by L. . M.
(Schen'tady): ‘ANl good things come from Gaoidl:
we can thank Him for our clothing shelter, (oo,
health, strength and all we have; but most of all
for the greatest gift of His Son Jesus.’”” E. F. R..
E. M. M. and K. L. M. (Allen’n), and S. W. H.
(Min'polis). and others have the same thooght.
G. M. F. (St Louis) refers to the entire 103nl
psalm, while J. D. (Min’polis) and F. J. (Balt'o.)
refer to Eph. 6: 20; 1 Cor. 15: 57 and 2 Cor. 9: 15.
**I thank God for showing me the way ol salva-
tion,’’ 1s one answer. Can the reader also thank
Him for this? If you have not, should you not
do so now ?

Question 7.—What is the “good seed”
which should be sown in the heart and mind
of hearers?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Fanny’s Prayer,”’ tells us how a girl
believed Jesus meant what He said in
John 6: 37. May Fanny's prayer be that
of everyone of its readers.

Memory Verse

“ And these are they which are sown on
good ground: such as hear the word, and re-
ceive it, and bring forth fruit —some thirtylold.
some sixly, and some a hundred” (Mark 4: 20).

Tntarad as Resand.Mass AMattar al tha New Vask Dot NMA
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“You are going to be Summoned!”

%@ that my dear father often told

- me | should one day get myself
into sad disgrace, which proved only too
true. In going to school I had each
morning to pass a neighbor’s house, the
inmates of which were notoriously late
risers. One morning, when passing their
house with two of my schoolfellows, one
of them threw a stone upon the roof,
and then we all ran off as fast as possi-
ble round the corner, not being discovered,
we thought. A little while

N my early school days, an inor-
dinate love of fun was in me, so

summoned, but he doesn’t care a bit.”

Could they but have seen me weep
when alone, they would have been con-
vinced that A. did care, and that he was
more alarmed than they gave him credit
for. Lest the truth should come out, I
dared not venture one word of explana-
tion at home why the frolicsome school-
boy had suddenly become very sober and
without appetite.

Some days having passed by, my fears
gradually diminished, and I began to
hope that all would blow over. My sur-

prise and confusion can therefore be bet-
ter imagined than described, when one
day, before all at home, my father sud-

after, when passing the house
in company with two other
boys, the window-blinds be-
ing still down, I imitated the
example of the boys, and
after I had turned the corner,
related our fun to an older
schoolfellow.

The next time I saw this
boy he came to me and said,
“Ah! you are going to be
summoned!” [ found that
the neighbors I had disturbed
had looked out just as he was
passing by, and that he had
““told on me.” He seemed
to delight in the prospect be-
fore me, but I was horror-
struck at the thought of be-
ing “summoned.” The news
soon spread among the boys
that I was to be summoned,
and I did my utmost to con-
ceal my fears by forcing a
laugh,or by saying something
laughable, and I overheard
two boys in conversation
saying, “A. is going to be
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denly taxed me with the mischief. Yet
what a relief it was to me to find that,
though he knew all the story, he loved
his little son just the same. He did not
tell me that he had pleaded for me with
the neighbor, but his manner set my
mind at rest.

Thislittle incident of early days seemed
to foreshadow a really great event in my
life. A few years after the occurrence
just related, I found myself in danger of
being summoned before a tribunal where
I must needs answer for my many sins.
Oh, how I dreaded to meet the Judge! I
knew that He had a perfect knowledge
of all my thoughts, and words and ways,
and that before Him I should be utterly
unable to attempt any sort of defence.
The knowledge of this so terrified me
that even now I can remember how I
trembled with fear, lest I should be sud-
denly called into His presence to receive
my just condemnation.

I knew not then what a joyful surprise
was in store for me, but it was then that
I learned that He who had been the spe-
cial object of myfear and dread, loved mie
with an everlasting love, and that He had
given His own Son to die to save me from
the consequences of my sin and folly.
At first I thought the news too good to
be true, but He who loved me was very
patient; He gently led me on, and I be-
lieved and received the truth as it is in
Jesus. And now I rejoice in the assur-
ance that there is ““no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.”

Youthful or aged reader, sooner or
later you will be summoned before your
Creator. Will it be to hear, “ Well done,
good and faithful servant’ ? or will it be
to receive a sentence of condemnation ?
He who knows all, even to your secret
thoughts, loves you notwithstanding all,
and is willing to save your soul. Just
appropriate to yourself these precious
words from the Lord who loves you:
“For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die: yet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die: but God

commendeth His love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us” (Rom. 5: 7, 8).

“He that believeth on Him is not con-
demned ; but he thatbelieveth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten
Son of God " (John 3:18). A ]

oo

(Mother’s Last Verse
o gITTLE Lewis slowly opened the
l

Q "Zl’ door of his mother’s room, and,
“Mamma, will you teach me

peeping in, said—
my verse, and give me a kiss and say

good night? "
Little Lewis did not know that his fond
mother was very ill; indeed, those around

her thought her dying. She was a widow,
and Lewis was her only child, and every
night as he sat upon her knee, she used
to read to him a few verses from the
word of God, or tell him the history of
some one in the Bible. She had been
long in weak health, but had never been
too ill to teach her little son his verse,
and to hear him repeat his evening prayer.

“Hush!” said the nurse who stood be-
side the bed; “your dear mother is too
ill to hear your prayer to-night. I will
put you to bed,’” and she took the child’s
hand to lead him from the room.

But Lewis began to cry as if his heart
would break.

The cry of her child aroused the dying
mother, and sheasked that her boy might
be brought to her. He was lifted up and
laid upon the pillow—side by side with
his mother.

“ Lewis, my dear child,” said his mother
—*"say this verse after me."”

The child repeated after his mother
the words, “ When my father and my
mother forsake me, the Lord will take me
up.” Then he said his little prayer, and
kissing his mother’s lips he went to bed.

When Lewis awoke next morming, he
went as usual to his mother’s room, but
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the stillness of death was there. His
mother had taught him his verse for the
last time, but he never forgot it; and,
dear children, God has answered the
prayers of that mother, who, when she
was dying, left her darling only son to
the Father's care.

Lewis has grown up to be a man, and
he knows and loves the God in whom his
mother trusted, the One who never leaves
nor forsakes those who put their trust in
Him.

d
<+

’ INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS |
| .

8.—CHRIST TEACHING BY PARA-
BLES.—THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM.

(Mark 4: 21-34.)

Question 1.—Where is a lighted candle
to be put? Ans.—ver. 21; Matt.5: 15.

Q. 2.—Why should Christians shine like
lights? Ans.—Matt. 5:14, 16.

Q. 3.—Does any one know whether our
lights are hidden or not?
Ans.—ver. 22; Heb. 4: 13.

Q. 4—To what are they told to take
heed? Ans.—vers. 23, 24.

Q. 5.—In the parable of the sower, what
did those do who heard the word of
God and kept it? Ans.—ver. 20.

Q. 6.—What is promised to those who
hear the Lord’s word?

Ans.—ver. 24 (l. p.).

Q. 7.—What child wanted to hear what
God said? Ans.—1Sam. 3: 10.

Q. 8.—What is said of those who hear
Him? Ans.—Prov. 8: 34.

Q. 9.—As the farmer cannot make seed
grow, who alone can bless what we
hear? Ans.—ver.27;1 Cor. 3: 7.

Q. 10.—In what way is the kingdom of
God like the mustard seed?
Ans.—vers. 31, 32.

Q. 11.—When it becomes great on the
earth, what evil things come under its
shadow? Ans.—ver. 32; Rev.18:2(l.p.).

Q. 12.—When He comes, what will the
Lord do? Ans.—Matt. 13:41; ver.22.

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

8 —CHRIST TEACHING BY PARA-
BLES.—THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM.

(Mark 4: 21-34).

Our previous lesson dealt with the
manner of receiving the Word ; our pres-
ent subject shows its growth, and the re-
sponsibilities of those who have heard it.

1.—Light must shine. Vers. 21-23.

God is light; every manifestation of
Him is light: and His purpose in giving
it to man is that it may shine.

Q.1. Find,“God . . . hath shined in
our hearts,” etc.

Q. 2. Find, “Among whom ye shine
as lights in the world.”

The bushel suggests man’s business
activities; the bed, his ease. Either may
be used to hide the light. One’s business
and earthly cares (the bushel) may be
like the thorns which choke the word.
How often do children of God allow their
daily callings to hide the light of truth.
They are too busy to read the Word, or
to speak for the Lord. On the other
hand, sloth, love of ease, are a great
hindrance to being a testimony to the
Lord. May He keep His people from
both ways of hiding their light.

Q. 3. Find, “Let your light so shine
before men," etc.

Everything is to be revealed, nothing
hidden.

2.—Take heed. Vers. 24, 25.

How important then that men should
be careful. Instead of leaving the mind
open to every passing influence, or false
doctrine, how they should receive only
the pure word of God.
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Q. 4. Find, " Carried about with every
wind of doctrine.”

They are also to be careful what use
they make of God's word.

Q. 5. Find, “Take heed how ye
hear."”’

Q. 6. Find, “Hearken diligently unto
Me," etc.

The principle of sowing and reaping
applies here. Those who make use of
what they have will increase and de-
velop.

Q.7. Find,* The sincere milk of the
word that ye may grow thereby."”

3.—Without man’s help. Vers. 26—29.

If the previous verses emphasize hu-
man responsibility, these show how all
really comes from God. The seed is cast
into the ground; that is all man can do;
he sleeps and rises day after day, but
God sees to the growth. When the har-
vest time comes, man must reap, but the
development and growth between sow-
ing and harvest is of God. Notice the
gradual character of the growth—first
the blade, then the ear, etc. The effect
of the truth is gradual—all through life.

Q. 8. Find where the children of God
are divided into three classes; fathers,
young men, and children.

4 —The mustard seed. Vers. 30-34.

Here we have a different kind of seed
—not the wheat for the food of man, but
one whose rapid and phenomenal growth
give our Lord's thought. Here is a tiny
seed, the smallest of all seeds which
grows up into more than an herb. It re-
sembles a tree, in which birds may take
shelter. The kingdom of God in its out-
ward aspects resembles such a growth.
At the beginning it was the smallest of
bodies—a few Galileans—but it grew
rapidly until in a short time the profess-
ing Christian Church had become like a
great tree. But this does not teach that
all in the professed Church is good. As
with the mustard tree the birds find a
shelter, so in the professed Church all
kinds of false doctrines and evil practices
have taken lodgment.

Q. 9. Find, “A cage of every unclean
and hateful bird.”

So there are two kinds of growth—in.
ward, by the truth, and outward by pro-
fession and numbers, which too sadly
shows its evil character.

The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 48

What verse in Neh., ch. 4, would be a guide {o Chris-
tiana in their aervice for God #

The verse especially in mind is given by A. H.
F. (Bowers), v. G, ‘‘For the people had a mind
to work '’ ‘Lwo helps are suggested by A. W, B,
(St. Louis) and E. E. S. (Chieago). The lormer
snggests v. 18, ‘‘the aword girded by his side,”
referring to Heb.4 : 12, is the Word of God; whil
the latter referring to Neh. 4: 9 speaks of the need
of prayer. LEzra and Nehemiah illustrate thesc
two points. Lzra being a man of the word, and
Nehemial a man of prager. It is in the patient.
prayerful reading of the word of God that we gain
the knowledge of God and His ways. Dear lLoss
and girls. be carnest in pmyer and carefal in read-
ing the Bible that God may see you *‘n vessel . ..
sauctified and meet for the Muaster’s use’ (2 ‘Tim.
2: 21).

Question 8.—What are we to hear?

—_— e

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Lost and Found” is the story of the
pains taken to recover a lost jewel. Your
soul is precious to you; it is precious too
to the Saviour. Is it lost? Or has it
been lost and found?

Memory Verse

“For there is nothing hid which shall not be
manifested ; neither was anything kept secret,

but that it should come abroad "’ (Mark 4: 22).
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Lost in Sight of Land

FEW years since, a young Scottish
fisherman married a girl of his
native place and of his own sta-
tion in life. They were both fol-

ety
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the

union was a happy one. The North Sea
fishing season came round, and John, our
fisherman, with his father, sailed for the
fishing grounds, and from time to time the
young wife heard from her husband of
their good success. Thus many weeks
wore away. At length the season was
closed, and the young wife heard that the

boat was about to return, and that she
might expect the absent ones home on a
certain day.

The morning of the expected day rose
bright and calm, and as the time wore on
the young wife ascended the steep and
high rocks over-looking the bay, and
eagerly scanned the horizon for a sight
of her husband’s sail. By and by she saw
a speck, and as it came nearer and nearer
she could make it out to be her husband’s
boat. The little craft hastened on, and
she could see the men on board, and des-
cried her own husband. Then as she
waved to him, he responded, for they
were close enough to recognize each

other.
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Just at this instant a sud-
den squall blew up. It struck
the boat and caught the sail,
and swinging it round with
terrific force, the boom struck
John and swept him over-
board insensible. Without a
moment’s delay the boat was
put back to the spot where
the accident had occurred,
but not a trace of John could
be seen; he had sunk, no
more to be seen. He had
perished near land, in sight
of home, in sight of his be-
loved wife, yea, within sound
of her voice!

Bitter and many were the
tears that flowed for theyoung
fisherman, and we would
not narrate this sorrowful
story without an object. This
sad tale reminds us of the
numbers who are perishing
eternally — perishing within
sound of salvation; perish-
ing, we might say, within
sight of /tome; perishing with
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an uplifted Christ beforetheir eyes; with
the sound of the gospel in their ears;
with the word of life in their hands, and
perishing wilfully because of unbelief!
Thousands died probably in the very sight
of the ark, though all had been warned
and entreated.

Your vessel, dear reader, is nearing the
eternal shore! There stand loved ones,
and they seem waiting to greet you. Al-
most you can hear their voices, for
memory brings back their welcome sound.
Shall you meet them and be for ever at
peace and rest when this brief voyage of
life is over? Or shall it be with you—lost
within sight of home?

Oh, make sure of salvation.

The Saviour entreats you, saying,
“Come unto Me ... and I will give you
rest.” ‘“To-day if ye will hear His voice,
harden not your heart” (Heb. 3: 7).

J. H. ]

— - s

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

Sweet EHrbutus

Sweet little lower under the snow,
Dear Arbutus, 'tis there you grow:
Although ’tis March, in wind and cold
Your little blossoms you unfold.

Dainty you are in pink and white,

’Mid thorns and leaves, hidden from sight ;
Green are your leaves, and glossy too;
ThusMother Earth fair Spring would woo.

Faint thy perfume, yet it is sweet;
Winter is past, and thee we greet.
List, dear children, a tale I'll tell,
Taught by this flower we love so well :

Covered with snow, its dress of white
Speaks of the robe of God’s delight.
Blooming 'mongst weeds, and briars too,
Tells of Christ’s life, so meek and true.

He on the cross yielded His breath,
Then rose in power, rose out of death,
Holy and sweet, to God how dear |—
Death and the grave we need not fear.

Dear unto Christ, though they be hid,
Little children shall rise as Christ did;
Wearing the robe of spotless white,

Stainless and fair in God’s own sight.

Little children with Him shall dwell;
Songs of heaven they’ll join to swell ;
Glad hosannas to Christ the Lord
Joyful they’ll raise with one accord.

A. J. REEVES.

L
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9.—CHRIST BRINGING PEACE
(Mark 4: 35—5: 20.)

Question 1.—What happened when Jesus
and His disciples were crossing the sea?
Ans.—ver. 37.

Q. 2.—Where was Jesus; and what did
His frightened disciples say to Him?
Ans.—ver. 38.

Q. 3.—What did He say to the sea, and
with what result? Ans.—ver. 39.

Q. 4.—What did the stilling of the sea by
His word show?

Ans.—Ps. 95: 5; 33:7,9; 107: 29.

Q. 5.—What miserable being met them
when they landed ?

Ans.—chap. 5: 2, 3.

Q. 6.—Where did he live and what did he
do? Ans.—ver. 5.

Q. 7.—What was the reason of his con-
dition? Ans.—vers. 2 (I. p.), 9.

Q. 8.—What did he do and say to Jesus?
Ans.—vers. 6, 7.

Q. 9.—What did He who spoke to the sea,
command the demon? Ans.—ver. 8.
Q. 10.—What difference was there in the

man? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 11.—The sea and Satan obeyed His
power, but what did men do?
Ans.—ver. 17.

Q. 12.—What did the man do for whom
Jesus had done so much?

Ans.—vers. 19, 20.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark
9.—CHRIST BRINGING PEACE
(Mk. 4:35to05:20)

In the ceaseless activity of service, our
Lord, having unfolded the principles of
the kingdom in the parables, passes on
to ‘“the other side,” for further work.

1.—The storm a calm. Chap. 4: 35—41.

The path of service is not a smooth one;
and this is illustrated in the storm. OQur
Lord went ‘“‘as He was,” in the boat from
which He had been teaching. Wearied
with incessant toil, He snatches a short
rest in sleep. Here we see His perfect
humanity. Our Lord was a man in every
sense of the word,—not fal/len man, but
absolutely without sin. He knew what
hunger, thirst and weariness were, nor
did He relieve Himself in any super-hu-
man, miraculous way.

Q. 1. Find, “He was afterward an
hungered.”

Q. 2. Find, “Being wearied with the
journey.”

Q. 3. Find, “I thirst.”

Q. 4. Find, “ Tempted (tried) in all
points like as we are, yet without sin"
(apart from sin).

Notice too the faith of our Lord. He
was in His Father's hands, and could
sleep in quietness amid all the storm.
Contrast this sleep with the guilty slum-
ber of Jonah in the storm.

Q. 5. Find, “What meanest thou, O
sleeper?

The cry of the anxiousdisciples reveals
both their faith and its weakness. They
knew enough to call upon the Lord.

Q. 6. Find, “Then they cry unto the
Lord in their trouble.”

If the sleep of our Lord showed His hu-
manity, His rebuke of the storm shows
His divine power.

Q. 7. Find, “ He maketh the storm a
calm.”

How gracious and tender He was with
His faint-hearted disciples! He first re-
lieves their fear by removing its cause,
then He rebukes their lack of faith.

Q. 8. Find, ‘“Wherefore didst thou
doubt? "

As He made the sea to be calm, so does
He subdue the raging waves of sin, and
give peace instead of tumult.

Q. 9. Find, “Like the troubled sea
which cannot rest."”

But to do this in the sinner’s case, He
had to hear the storm of wrath.

Q. 10. Find, “All thy waves and bil-
lows are gone over Me."”

2.—The demoniac cured. Chap. 5:1-20.

The spiritual significance of this mira-
cle is even clearer than the calming of
the storm. Sin is shown in Scripture as
the power of Satan.

Q. 11. Find, “The spirit that now
worketh in the childen of disobedience.”

Sin and death are linked together;
fittingly this man had his dwelling among
the tombs.

Q. 12. Find, “ Death by sin.”

He could not be tamed nor bound, as
sin cannot be subdued.

Q. 13. Find, “ Not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be.”

How the mournful cries of this poor
wretch suggest the misery of sin. How
the self-inflicted wounds shows its injuri-
ous effects.

Q. 14. Find, " Thou hast destroyed thy-
self.”

The poor man is both attracted and re-
pelled by the Lord’s presence. The de-
mons recognize Him who has authority
over all, and plead against final judg-
ment. The man’s name is Legion—a
troop of demons ruled him.
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Q. 15. Find, "Out of whom He had
cast seven devils.”

Satan’s deadly power is seen in the de-
struction of the swine. Well it was for
the poor demoniac that a restraining
Hand protected him. How beautifully
are the effects of his deliverance seen in
the man—he is sitting, at rest; clothed,
his shame covered ; and in his right mind.
This is ever the effect of grace.

In blind unbelief, the people would
rather have the company of demons
than of our Lord, and beg Him to
leave. On the other hand the delivered
man longs to be with the Lord. He can-
not go yet, however, and is sent to be a
witness to the saving mercy of His ab-
sent Lord.

[
&
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THE LETTER BOX

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 49 TO 52
The figures indlcale the number of Questions arunwered
by each one.

Adair, Iowa, 4, C. E. M., C. F. M.

Allentown. Penn., 4, M. A. M., K. L. M. 3, E.
M. M, E R 2, C. R, R. A R,E.F. R, H.
R, C.W. lBR,WR,AW

Balmmore Md, 4, F.J, L J, RT. P, CR,
M.S.,, T. W., MDW,ADD.

Bowers, Pn., 4.'A. H. F.

Chicago, I11., 4, E. T. 8.

Holland, Mlch 4, T.P.,P. P.

Mmmu\polls, an ,4 J.D.. M. K. M. D., M. D,

D.J.D,J.L.F,S8 R F, S W.H.,
Ottawn, Ont., 4, H. D C M. E. C
Philmlelphiu, Pa., 1, T. W.
8aint Louis, Mo., 4, G. M. F 3, M.

H.B. 1,C H., V. \W., V. M. K.
Trenton, N. J.. 4, B. M. B.,, A. D, L. V. G., H.

JH,LV.H, R P. H, R. E. H, R J. H.,

Andrew J.. 0. J., P.J., C. L. M., G. R. M.,

J M.MLOR.RM,R M.M,G.M, M.E. P.,

G.N.P.,W. 8 -Ir.,,W.8 ,Rr., A. 8 3, M. H.

C,ARJ,L.K,O0.J M. RF P,NV.S

2, A. D.,, M. E. H., Martha F., AsherJ.,Q.J

1, J.F.G.C,, R.J. F., R.A.H
, T.D.J..C.J.,, M. K., H. P. P,
E.

R.S.

A.O. 2,M,

d4m!
-
F’F’.‘

{

. W., D. R, B8 (lnut two new).

w mgmnDC 4,C.E E.,,M. E, N. V. McD.,
P,E M.S 3 F. R, G L. C., M. P. ..

. N H., M. M H., H. .,

., M. E D, E.B, E. H.,

. M C..

P

D
C
T

9
.

.
.

=
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Woodland, Mo., 4, E. B.,
W. B., W. A. DeL.
Zephyrhills, Plorida, 4, N. ., R. L. 8., F. II. N |

E.AS,F.W.S,C.R.W, H. L. W.(all new),

DELAYED ANBWERS

Ques. 46 to 48, A. D.C., G. C.,, W.W. C, E. C.
( Richmond).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 49

How did the reading of God's law affcct the people in
Nehemial's day?

*“'The people had not heard God’s word read be-
fore, hut were attentive to it,”’ V. W. (St. Louin)
points out from Neh. 8: 3. Are we who hear the
Bible read week by week good listeners? J. P
(Holland) says, ‘' The first effect wans to hamble
the people hecanse of their transgressions—they
wept, Neh. 8: 9.  B. H. B. (Wood'd) tells us,
‘“They wept because they knew they had doue
wrong:M and M. A. M (Al'town) adds, *‘ It showed
them their true condition and hroughb on repent-
ance.’” This is what we should do—let God’s Wordg
search onr hearts. W. L.S.(Wash’n) says, * Godly
sorrow worketn repentance (2 Cor. 7: 10) so the
people were sorrowful (Neh 8: 9), then repent
ant, and then glad, vers. 13-17.”" E. B. (Wood'd
says, ‘' The Lord forgave when He saw their grief
and turned it to joy.” E.A.S.and F.E.S.(Zephy
hills) have the snme thought R. 8. (Min'polis)
says, ‘* They listened with attention (v. 3); bowed
and worshiped (v 6); they wept (v. 9); they made
mirth (v 12) and they obeyed the Inw (Neh. 13:
3).”” Surely, this is all good for us to do.

Question 9.—How was the power of Jesus
shown in Mark 4: 39?

O —

OUR READING CTIRCLFE

“Kitty and Toddles” is a story of two
little ones who found *‘the Friend for
little children,” who once said—and says
still—"* Suffer the little children to come
unto Me.”

A.W. B, B. M. ., E.

Memory Verse

*Jesus . . . saith unto him, Go home to thy
friends, and tell them how great things the Lord

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion
on thee” (Mark 5: 19).
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““] will Give You Rest”

BEAUTIFUL afternoon was wan-
ing toward sunset, when a young
girl from her bed-room window
was watching the sun slowly go-
ing down as it were to rest. The quiet
of the closing day, the pure skies, the
beginning shadows of evening, united to
draw the mind and heart toward Him
who made the sun, and skies, and the
pleasant land, that men might seek after
Him whose “‘delights were with the sons
of men” (Prov. 8:31). But since man
went astray from his Maker,

this was not enough, for God had awak-
ened a desire in her heart for salvation,
and she could not rest. Still she went on
day by day, speaking to no one of the
sorrow that was in her heart; yet crying
to God in some way to give her what she
felt the need of. Little did she think how
He was waiting to be gracious, waiting
for her to surrender herself to Him who
gives rest.

Shortly after this Carrie’s mother re-
ceived a letter from an evangelist, pro-
posing to come and give some gospel
addresses. This was gladly agreed to.

Carrie then cried to God to make this

from the very beginning in
Eden, there is a sense of dis-
tance, a need of reconcilia-
tion to God and of pardon
from Him. All around was
beautiful ; all spoke of the
goodness of the Maker of
this scene which Carrie was
contemplating, but she felt
that she was yet like a
stranger to Him.

A few Sundays before
this, she and her sister
had been called into their
mother’s room to thank
God for the conversion of
one of her brothers. The
mother rejoiced that three
out of her eight children
now had turned to the Lord
and knew Christ as their
Saviour, but in thanking
God on behalf of the three,
she besought Him to turn
to Himself the five others
who were still unsaved.

Carrie had loving parents,
and her earthly surround-
ings were such as might
well gladden her; but all
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preacher, whom she had never seen, the
means of bringing her peace.

On the night of his arrival, learning
that Carrie and her sister taught in the
Sunday-school, he asked if theyloved the
Lord Jesus; and receiving no answer,
added, ‘* How can you tell others of what
you do not know yourself?’” and he went
on to speak of how the Lord Jesus was
waiting to receive and welcome them.
Through the gospel addresses this kept
ringing in Carrie’s ears: “How can you
tell others of what you do not know
yourself? "’ But there arose also in Carrie’s
mind a vision of all that she might lose,
as she thought, by coming to Christ. The
tempter was whispering to her, “Not
now, not now.”

Poor Carrie! she allowed herself then
to be turned away from conviction and
from the Lord’s voice that bade her to
come now. So she sought diversion from
the Lord’s call and sought to be happy
with a young friend staying with her at
the time.

It succeeded for a few days; but God's
gracious eyewas upon her ; and one even-
ing, as the guests that had come to the
house began to depart and Carrie bade
good-night to each one, as she faced the
preacher who had said, “ How can you
tell others of what you do not know your-
self 7"’ it came back with increased force
to her mind. She felt convicted as in
God'’s presence, and hastened to her own
room. There she cast herself on her
knees before God, and unburdened her
soul to Him. It was not much she could
say, but God saw the broken spirit and
the tears of humiliation, and accepted
her repentance.

A deep tide of joy poured into her soul
as she believed God had received her, the
weary, restless one, and had made her
His own for time and for eternity. He
had made the storm a calm. His own
presence had dispelled the gloom from
her heart. She rose from her knees,
knowing that she was forgiven, and had
been welcomed by the One who promises

never to cast out those who come to
Him.

That very evening Carrie's sister was
also brougnt to know Jesus as her Saviour.
Then the mother and the two daughters
knelt down again together to thank God
now, with tears of joy and gratitude, for
bringing thus to Himself two more of
those children so precious, so dear to
their mother.

Two years later, God called the mother
home to Himself, but not until He had
made her cup of joy run over in seeing
all her eight children, as true disciples of
Christ, confessing the Lord Jesus as their
Saviour. H. F. W.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

03¢ ramm 0 et o
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The Gate

O strong-barred gate,
Open to me!
On the other side
Such joy I see—
None ever weary,
None that are crossed,
Even the thought
Of pain is lost.

I prayed in vain
Before the gate;

I watched and wept,
Early and late;

I watched and wept
From sun to sun;

At last I said :

“Thy will be done.”

I said it in truth,
And turned away
To do God's will
From day to day.
Farewell my wish;
I now can see
The once barred door
Is ope’d to me!
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I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

10.—CHRIST RESTORING LIFE AND
DEATH (Mark 5: 21-43).

Question 1.—What made one of the rulers
fall at the feet of Jesus and beseech
Him greatly? Ans.—ver. 23.

Q. 2—How did he think Jesus could help
him? Ans.—ver. 23.

Q. 3.—Was the Lord too busy to answer
him? Ans.—ver. 24.

Q. 4.—What happened as they were going
to the ruler’'shouse ? Ans.—vers. 25, 27.

Q. 5.—Did Jesus know she had touched
His clothes? Ans.—ver. 30.

Q. 6.—What did the woman know and
own? Ans.—vers. 29, 33.

Q. 7.—What did the Lord say to her?
Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 8.—What does He say to everyone now
who needs His help? Ans.—Matt. 11: 28.

Q. 9.—Whilst speaking to the woman,
what message came to the ruler?
Ans.—ver. 35.

Q. 10.—What did Jesus say to that father,
and what did He do?

Ans.—vers. 36, 40, 41.

Q. 11.—How had He the right to do this?
Ans.—John 1:4; 11: 25.

Q. 12.—In what way are we like Jairus'
daughter? Ans.—Eph. 2:1, 5.

Q. 13.—What does Jesus say to us?
Ans.—]John 5: 24, 25.

'Lessons JSrom the Gospel of Mark

10.—CHRIST RESTORING LIFE AND
HEALTH (Mk. 5: 21-43.)

Returning across the sea our Lord finds

other forms of evil which must yield to
His power.
1.—Jairus’ daughter. Vers. 21-23.

The account of Jairus’ daughter and of
the woman with a deadly plague are
twined closely together, so that we can
only separate them by dividing them in
parts. We have first the supplication of
Jairus for his dying child. The case was
an extreme one, so much so that the fa-
ther considered her as though dead.

Q. 1. Find, My daughter is even now
dead.”

High standing and privilege did not
exempt Jairus from the consequences
of sin.

Q. 2.
death.”

There is faith in this man—he knew the
Lord had power to heal.

Q.3. Find, “Go thy way; thy son liv-
eth.”

2.—The woman with the issue.
24-29.

On His way to relieve one case, our
Lord is met by another. This too is a
picture of sin—its defiling and life-de-
stroying nature.

Q. 4. Find, “All the days of the issue
. . . she shall be unclean.”

This woman had sought relief from
many physicians, but only grew worse.
The law is such a physician.

Q. 5. Find, “By the deeds of the law
shall no flesh be justified.”

Religion and almsgiving are such phy-
sicians too.

Q. 6. Find, “Though I give my body
to be burned . . . it profiteth me noth-
ing."

Q. 7.
Gilead ? "

A touch, and it is done! Oh, why do
not souls touch the border of His gar-
ment ?

Q.8. Find, “ To him that worketh not,
but believeth,” etc.

3.—The confession. Vers. 30-34.
She touched Him secretly, but He loves

Find, *“ The wages of sin is

Vers.

Find, “Is there no balm in
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her too much to let her depart without a
word from Him. She must confess with
her mouth, and thus have thejoy of the
Lord’s own assurance.

Q. 9. Find, “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth.”

Q. 10. Find, “ Thy faith hath saved
thee; go in peace.’

4.—The dead rassed. Vers. 35-43.

Meanwhile death has claimed the child.
Had the delay with the woman caused
this?

Q. 11. Find, “Lord, if Thou hadst been
here,” etc.

To man, death is the end of hope. No
need to trouble the Master, say the faith-
less friends; He could be of no service
now. But He is Lord of the dead as well
as of the living. He reassures the trem-
bling father, and accompanied by the
parents and the three disciples enters the
chamber of death. All that man can do
is to weepand wail. Our Lord has robbed
death of its sting, and changed its name.

Q. 12. Find, “Them that sleep in
Jesus.”

He shows His mastery by calling the
departed one back to life. Taking the
child by the hand, and calling to her in
the familiar home language, He bids her
arise.

Q. 13. Find, “ Quickened us together
with Christ.”

Q. 14. Find two other instances of
raising the dead.

These illustrate our Lord’s divine power
over death, and are a foreshadow of the
resurrection of His people. Until life is
given, nothing can be done for a soul—
after that it must be fed.

‘The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 50

Oan you find in the Old Teatament a promise of bless-
ing (o those who kept God’s Sabbaths ?

Keeping the Babbath was a slgn of the covenant
between (iod and His people Isrnel (Exod. 31:
13-17); and na E, B. (Chicugo) pointa out, ' By
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keoping the commandment it would be well with
them and with their children forsver (Deut. 5;
20-33)."” Other neriptures, ns ch 20 2—4 Im
60: 2 and 68 :13, 14 are found by IS, M. M.,
B. R. (Al’l.own), and I, B. I3 (\Vunh'ton), nnd
othemn. But the people did not keep God’s com-
mandment, and we see fromn 2 Chron. 3G: 21, that
God dealt with them nccordingly. Mnn, when on
trinl to be blessed by *‘keeping’’ or **doing,”’ al-
ways fails. Under grace, God freely gives life and
salvation in Jesus. Instend of seeking worldly
leasure, shall we not, aa suggested by M. E. C
Ottawa), devote the Lord’s day to the worship
and service of God, as a loving, grateful tnbnte
to our Lord nnd Saviour ?

Question | 0.—How was the power of Jesus
shown in Mark 5: 41, 42?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“A Brave Young King” in displaying
both moral and physical courage was a
faint reflection of the One whom he
trusted for his salvation, and whose Word
he reverenced.

Memory Verse
“And He said unto her, Daughter, thy faith

hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be

whole of thy plague” (Mark 5: 34),

Sketches from the Gospel of Mark.
By C. E. Stuart, paper, 3oc.; cloth,6oc.

Giving outlines ol the Lord's various jonrneys
and epecinl ministries in connection with them.
Servicenble for the Sunday-school Lessons which
are to be on the Gospel of Mark for the first six
months of 1918,

——
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The Good Time Coming

LITTLE child leading the great
A lion by his mane!—along with a
r*:r*:,j sheep and her lamb and a wolf; a
OO} leopard and a kid and a calf; and
a cow and her calf with a bear- playing
with her cub!—what does it all mean?
Neither you nor I have ever seen any-
thing like that, have we? Why, they
cage the lion with strong bars of iron,

and even then we are careful not to come
too near. The bears are

securely shut up in some
rock - bound den; and
strong, high fences pre-
vent the wolves from
getting out to kill the
sheep. That is what we
see now, and what the
wild beasts have been
since man rebelled
against God; they also
have rebelled against
man whom God had ap-
pointed as their lord and
master. But, children,
what our picture shows
is surely coming, for
God’s word says it:

“ The wolf also shall dwell
wilh the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid:
and the calf, and the young lion,
and the fatling togelher; and
a little child shall lead them.
And the cow and the bear shall
feed: their young ones shall lie
down together: and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall
play on the bole of the asp (a
poisonous serpent), and the
weaned child shall put hisband
on the cockatrice’ den. They

shall not hurt nor destroy in
all my boly mountaln: for the

earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea’ (Isa. 11: 6-9).

Are not these very wonderful words ?
They tell us of a time called “ the mil-
lennium”’ (which means a thousand years,
just as the word “century” means one
hundred). It refers to the time when

Jesus shall come, and after destroying
“the works of the devil” in the world,
and putting down all wickedness and op-
position, He shall reign over the earth as
God’s King. Everybody shall bow down
to Him then, and nobody then shall dare
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to fight, or steal, or lie, or swear, or do any
wicked thing. Even the habits of wild
animals will be changed to what they
were before Adam rebelled against God
in Eden. God said, in Gen. 1: 30: “And
to every beast of the earth, and to every
fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth ... [ have given
every green herb for food.” Lions,
leopards, wolves, bears, etc., now have to
be kept in strong cages to prevent them
from devouring us and one another. It
was our first parents’ sin that made wild
animals dangerous as they are, for you
remember again it says that God brought
all the animals to Adam to be named by
him; “And Adam gave names to all cat-
tle, and to the fowl of the air, and to
every beast of the field.” He had no fear
of them; .none of them would hurt him.
But how different it is now! All this be-
cause of man’s rebellion against God. It
is this same thing (this turning away
from God) which now causes this dread-
ful war of nations against nations, slay-
ing and destroying one another. Oh,
happy day when God's King, our blessed
Lord Jesus, shall come and take the king-
dom and bring peace and righteousness
to this earth groaning under man, secretly
guided by the devil.

In “ the good time coming " Satan shall
no longer go about deceiving men, but
he will be chained and shut up in the pit,
as we shut up fierce beasts now. So the
people will have no one to tempt them
to disobey God and rebel against Him as
they do now. What a dreadful thing sin
is, dear children, when it could make
such a difference in the world, spoiling
the fair garden of Eden and changing
the peaceful world into what we see it to
be to-day!

But Jesus, who was promised right after
Adam and Eve had sinned, has come. He
has met Satan, and overcame him by obe-
dience to God His Father. Satan could
not get Him to sin as he did the first
Adam, though he tried hard three times
to do so; and John the Baptist called

Jesus, " The Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world.” He has died
upon the cross to deliver us from con-
demnation; but it is only in the millen-
nium that the sin of the world will be
“taken away.” To put away the sins of
those who receive Him, He died on Cal-
vary; and when He returns in power:
“ He'll bid tho whole creation smile
And hush its groan.”

I hope all my young readers will trust
Him as their Saviour. He will not de-
ceive nor disappoint us as earthly friends
often do; and if you believe on Him now
while the world is rejecting Him, when
He comes to reign you shall also reign
with Him in His glory. Will not that be
wonderful, to sit with Him on His throne,
like a great earthly king might take one
of his children beside him on his throne!

Oh, let us love Him, and obey Him al-
ways for His great love to us. C. KNAPP.

+ -
l

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

[ re—rres—— N

THe giveth Rest

IT is the evening hour,
And thankfully,

Father, Thy weary child
Now comes to Thee.

I lean my aching head
Upon Thy breast,

And there, and only there,
I am at rest.

Thou knowest all my life
Each petty sin;

Nothing is hid from Thee
Without, within.

All that I have, or am,
Is wholly Thine;

So is my soul at peace
For Thou art mine.

To-morrow’s dawn may find
Me here, or there;

It matters little, since Thy love
Is everywhere | P
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS I

-

11.—THE LORD SENDING FORTH
THE TWELVE (Mark 6: 1-31).

Question 1.—The Jews heard the Lord’s
wisdomn and saw His mighty works,
what effect did His lowly birth have on
them? Ans.—ver. 3.

Q. 2.—What did the Lord think of them?
Ans.—ver. 6.

Q. 3.—In spite of their unbelief He knew
their need; what did He in His mercy
do? Ans.—vers. 6 (.. p.), 7.

Q. 4.—What did the disciples preach?
Ans.—ver. 12.

Q.5.—When Herod heard of the wonder-
derful works of Jesus what did he say?
Ans.—vers. 14, 16.

Q. 6.—Why did Herod unjustly put John
into prison? Ans.—vers. 17, 19,

Q. 7.—What did he know of John that
made him refuse to kill him?
Ans.—ver. 20.

Q. 8.—What happened on Herod’s birth-
day, and what foolish oathdid he take?
Ans.—vers. 21, 23.

Q. 9.—What did Herodias tell her daugh-
ter to ask? Ans.—ver. 24,

Q. 10.—What had John preached to Herod?
Ans.—Matt. 3: 2; ver. 18.

Q. 11.—Though His messengers may be
killed, what does God still command
everyone everywhere to do, and why?
Ans.—Acts 17: 30, 31.

Q. 12.—Does the Lord care for His mes-
sengers? Ans.—ver. 31.

Our IBible Class-

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

11.—THE LORD SENDING FORTH
THE TWELVE

(Mk. 6: 1-31.)

Our Lord is not content to serve alone;
He associates others with Himself, to

whom He gives power. Our lesson to-
day is introduced by the visit to His home
town, Nazareth.

1.—The visit to Nazarelh. Vers. 1-6.

It is painful evidence of the natural un-
belief of man that close contact with the
Lord did not produce faith. This is mani-
fest in this visit to the place where He
was brought up. They knew His char-
acter, and yet stumbled at Him because
they knew Him. He was speaking won-
derful words of grace, but they could
only recall that they knew His family.

Q. 1. Find, “He came unto his own,
and his own received Him not.”

Q. 2. Find, “They wondered at the
gracious words,” etc.

Q. 3. Find, “Out of Galilee ariseth no
prophet.”

Our Lord had come as a servant, and
they rejected Him.

Q. 4. Find, “ Took upon Him the form
of a servant.”

Q. 5. Find, “He was despised and re-
jected of men.”

They can only call Him * the carpen-
ter.” Unintentionally they were giving
Him highest title—the builder of all
things.

Q. 6. Find, “He that built all things
is God.”

Q. 7. Find, “On this Rock I will build
my Church.”

So in the day of glory, He will be mani-
fest as the wondrous Builder.

Q. 8. Find, “Acity, whose builder and
maker is God.”

As they turn from Him, He can only
minister to the few needy ones who would
yield themselves to His healing hands.
Saddest sight of all, that men will not be-
lieve. Nazareth, Capernaum, Jerusalem—
they all rejected Him.

Q. 9. Find, “If thou hadst known,
even thou.”

2.—The twelve sent forth. Vers. 7-13.
The disciples are sent forth with no
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power or provision save His who sent
them.

Q. 10. Find, “As my Father hath sent
Me,"” etc.

If they were received it would mean
peace; but if not, judgment would fall
upon their rejectors. While the message
is fuller and clearer now, the world is
still showing its attitude to the gospel
by its treatment of the Lord’s messen-
gers.

They went forth with a message of re-
pentance, and of healing. The oil was a
symbol of the power of the Spirit.

Q. 11. Find, “ Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.”

3.—Herod and John. Vers. 14-29.

We are here told of the fate of John
the Baptist—the faithful forerunner of
the Lord, before whom he retired after
introducing Him to Israel.

Q. 12. Find, “He must increase, but I
must decrease.”

The fame of our Lord recalls to the
wicked mind of Herod his dealings with
John. Is it conscience which will not
sleep, and which reminds him he must
meet the man he had slain?

At first Herod had listened to John; he
had been “almost persuaded.” But he
loved his sins more than truth, so he im-
prisoned John. Conscience, as represented
by the Baptist, must be silenced. But
this will not satisfy the sinful Herodias.
She watches her opportunity, and when
Herod is excited with pleasure, and in
the presence of his fellow-revelers, she
makes her demand, and he weakly grants
it. John is slain. Sin trifled with, will
master a man fully.

4.—Gathered back to the Lord. Vers.
30, 31.

The disciples return to the Lord, and
relate their service. It is good to
go back to the One who has sent us
forth to tell Him all and to get His rest,
which He loves to give His weary ser-
vants.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 51

Can you find other Old Test. prophecies concerning the
coming of the Messiah beside Malachi, chap. 8?

The Old Testament has hnndreds of propheciea
concerning the coming of the Lord Jesas, and such
scriptures as Gen. 3:15; Ps. 24:7-10; Isa. 7: 14,
9:6; 11: 1; 69:20; Dan. 9: 25; Jer. 23: 5; Mio.
5: 2 and Hag. 2: 7-10 were found by E. R. (A’
town); A. D. D, R. T. P.,, M. W., I'. W, C. I
(Balt’o.); M. R. M. D. (Min’polis) and V. C., G.
E. C., M. T. D. and Lliz. S. (Washington) and
others. They predict His first coming and i
death for our sins ; then His coming in power anu
glory to execute judgment. We must own Hir
in His lowliness and death for us if we are to b
with Him in His glory. Have you bowed in true
repentance and coufession before God and trusicd
in the Lord Jesus, our crucified Saviour?

Question | |.—Why did not Jesus show His
power in His own country and among His own

kindred ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“An Unusual Experience’’ shows how
God can use those who are ready to speak
for Him to needy souls.

—_—— s ee —

Memory Verse

“And He marveled because of their unbe-
lief. And He went round about the villages.
teaching "’ (Mk 6: 6)
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An Early Conversion and a Happy Life

HILE visiting at a little town in
the South of England, I became
acquainted with an aged lady
whom I soon learned .to esteem

and to love as one of the family of God.

In one of our conversations she related

to me the story of her conversion, which

was at a very early age. It may be useful
to some of our young readers,

must be good, Lottie’; then we con-
tinued to walk silently hand in hand
homeward toward the garden. At
the end of the garden was the bamn,
and Isaid, ‘Let us go in the barn and
pray to God' So we went, and knelt
down together, and earnestly repeated
this simple hymn which we both knew :

‘ Lord, look upon a little child

By nature sinful, rude, and wikl,
Oh, put Thy gracions hand on me
And make me nll T ought to be.

and I will tell it you as well as |
remember in her own words.

She said : ‘It is now seventy
years since ] gave my heart to
the Lord. I well remember the
place, the time, and the circum-
stances. My brother was about
eight years old then, and I was
nearly four years younger. We
were walking about, hand in
hand, looking at one thing, then
at another, when all at once
my brother said, ‘Lottie, do you
know up there, in the beautiful
sky, God has a big book, and’
every time you and I do some-
thing good He puts down a
white mark, but when we do
something naughty He puts
down a black mark?’

“1 suppose someone must
have told my brother this, and
it troubled him, and as he told it,
it troubled me too. For some
time we were both silent. Then
I turned to my brother andsaid:
‘Do you know how we can get
the black marks out?’'—for,
child as I was, my brother’s re-
mark disturbed me; it awak-
ened in me a sense of sin.

My brother answered, ‘We
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Make me Thy child, a ohild of God,
Washed in the Saviour’s precious blood ;
And wmy wholo heart from sin set freo,
A little vessel full of Thee.’

““As with hands clasped together we re-
peated our little hymn, the Spirit of God,
surely it was, showed me my own sinful-
ness; but as we rose up again, the old
barn seemed filled with glory-light. There
I trusted in Jesus; my heart was filled
with a sense of His love, and a peace
which has never departed.

“As I grew older I read and searched
God’s word and trusted His promises,
and, by His grace, I have never since
doubted my salvation through faith in
God’s dear Son. My brother too found
rest and ,peace in believing sometime
after, and became a preacher of the
blessed gospel. He has gone home to
the Lord years ago, and here I am wait-
ing His time and proving His goodness
and mercy all along to the end of my life
on earth.”

I wonder if my young readers have
learned their own sinfulness in God’s
sight, like my aged friend did when she
was a child of four or five years old.
You cannot have peace with God and rest
to your soul apart from trust in the Lord
Jesus, whose blood was shed that the
many black marks we have made may
be blotted out. How early this lady
found the Saviour; how simple was her
faith, and how happy were the results
through her long life !

“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care ;
In Thy pleasant pastures lead us,
For Thy fold our souls prepare.
Blessed Jesua! Blessed Jesus!
Thou hast bought us; Thine we are,

Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though wo be;
Thou hust mercy to relicve us,
(Girace to cleanse, and power to freo:
Blessed Jesus! blessed Josusl
Early may we turn to Thee!

Enrly mnay we sce Thy fvor,
Early may we lenrn Thy will;
Do Thou, Lord, our only Saviour,
With Thy love our bosoms fill :
Blessed Jesus! hlessed Jesus !
Thou hast lov'd—dost love us still.”

x =

All Things IBeautiful

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful
The Lord God made them all.

Each little lower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.

The purple-headed mountain,
The river running by,

The morning and the sunset
That lighteth up the sky.

The tall trees in the green wood,
The pleasant summer sun,

The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one.

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty
Who hath made all things well.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

12—CHRIST MINISTERING TO THE
MULTITUDE (Mark 6: 32-56).

Question 1.—Why did the Lord go into 2
desert place? Ans.—Ver. 31.

Q. 2.—Who followed them there?
Ans.—ver. 33.
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Q. 3.—The Lord cared for His disciples’
rest, why did He not think of resting
Himself? Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 4.—When evening came the disciples
thought of the people’s need, what did
they ask theLord todo? Ans.—ver. 36.

Q. 5.—Does He ever send any needy soul
away? Ans.—]John 6: 37.

Q. 6.—What did He tell the disciples to
do to show them their need too ?
Ans.—ver. 37.

Q. 7—What did He first do?
Ans.—ver. 39; Ps. 23: 2.
Q. 8.—He had been teaching and feeding

their souls, how did He now care for
their bodily needs? Ans.—ver. 41.

Q. 9.—What prophecy did He thus fulfil?
Ans.—Ps. 132: 15; 146: 7.

Q. 10.—Where did he that evening send
His disciples? Ans.—vers. 45, 47.

Q. 11.—He had felt compassion for the
multitude, what did He know about His
disciples, and what did He do ?
Ans.—ver. 48.

Q. 12.—What did He say to take away
their fear? Ans.—ver. 50.

Q. 13.—Though He had given them so
many proofs of His power what is said
of the disciples? Ans.—vers. 51, 52.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

12.—CHRIST MINISTERING TO
THE MULTITUDE

(Mk. 6: 32-56.)

We left the disciples with our Lord go-
ing to obtain a rest, but the need was too
great for much of this. The multitude

or

quickly followed them to the place of re-
tirement,
Q. 1. Find, “He could not be hid.”

1.—Feeding the five thousand. Vers.
32-44.

Our Lord’s compassion ever went out
to the distressed and needy. It was this
that brought Him from heaven. It was
not so much their physical as their spirit-
ual need that appealed to Him.

Q. 2. Find, “Lift up your eyes unto
the fields.”

But He was not unmindful of the bodily
needs of the people; indeed, He would
make His ministry to that to be a figure
of the true food.

Q. 3. Find,“I am the Bread of Life.”

How dim and feeble was the disciples’
faith; after so many examples of His
mighty power, they still would send the
hungry people away to buy food for
themselves.

When He suggests that they give them
food, the disciples still think of human
means. Shall they spend their little all
to provide the food ?

Q. 4. Find, “Can God furnish a table
in the wilderness?"”

But our Lord will teach them that with
His blessing a little can meet the need of
all. Five loaves—barley loaves, the food
of the poor—and a few fishes in His hands
will suffice for all.

Q. 5. Find, “ They shall eat and leave
thereof.”

The people must sit down—they are
not the providers, but receivers of the
food for which they have not labored. He
links all with heaven in the blessing, and
then makes His disciples the happy chan-
nels of His own bounty.

Q. 6. Find, “ Not I, but the grace of
GOd-"

The twelve baskets of fragments left
show us that service for the Lord leaves
us richer than it found us.

Q. 7. Find, “ The liberal soul shall be
made fat.”

2.—Walking on the water. Vers. 45-52.
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The miracle of the loaves shows our
Lord as the dispenser of bounty to meet
His people’s need. We next see Him as
above all circumstances coming to their
succor. What a sight it is! He had just
fed the multitude; and after dismissing
them, retires for prayer—the expression
of weakness and dependence (ver. 46).
He puts forth no power for. Himself, but
as He sees His toiling disciples, He must
go to their help. The waters cannot
separate them from Him; He walks upon
the waves, as He had previously calmed
them.

Q. 8. Find, “ Thy way is in the sea.”

How often do we mistake the succor
of the Lord for something dreadful. The
disciples cry out, thinking they have seen
a spiritt How sweet His reassuring
words: “Be of goodcheer; it is I: be not
afraid.”

Q. 9. Find, “Be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”

Again the wind ceases, but how slow
are their hearts to believe to the full.

3.—Many healed. Vers. 53-56.

In these few verses we get a glimpse
of the boundless service of the Lord. Only
a few details are given, but the multi-
tudes are blessed. A touch as by the
woman with the issue was sufficient. So
today: one look of faith and the soul
shall live.

A 10. Find, “All things are possible
to him that believeth.”
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 52

How long do God’s mercy and love endure?

We lenrn from E. M. M. (Al’town) that every
verse in the 13Gth panlin spenks of God's meroy
enduring forever; and many other seripturen toll
the maine atory, as 8. . I. (Min'polis), M. H. B,
(8s. Louis), E. B.,, M. D. (Wash'n), B. II. B.

(Woodl'd) and F. W. 8. and O. R. W. (Zephys.
hills) show from 1 Chron. 16: 34, 41; Pa. 62: 1;
100:6; 103:17; 106:1; 107: 1; 118: 1-29; 13
1-206 nnd 138: 8 ; with Jer. 31: 3 and 33: 11. By,
‘‘the mercy of the Lord enduren forever to th
who love and trust Him,”" as RR. 8B, (Min'polis)
points out. Those who refect the Lord Jesus and
refnse Qodl’'s love and mercy need look for nothisy
cise at tho end than n righteons judgment. 0
young [friend, which will lie your portion—Gel'y
meroy and love, or God's unsparing judgment®
The choice is yours to make.

Question 12.—How did Jesus show His
power in Mark 6: 41, 42?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Lost” points out the condition of ev
one, and tells us truly that the Good
herd seeks and invites all such.

Memory Verse

“For they all saw Him, and were troubled.
And immediately He talked with them, and
saith unto them : Be of good cheer; itis [; be

not -afraid " (Mark 6: 50).

Our Reading Circle Tracts

for 1918 are prepared, and the rates
are as follows:

1 copy for cach week, 65 cents postpaid

2 copies o at 60 ¢ ' .

¢ " " 45 ¢ Y] 270
19 13 Y] 40 i (X3 4.80
25 it (X “ 35 (X} X 8.75

Those taking 8ix or more can remit
in Quarterly payments if desired. The
tracts will be sent at the same time
as cach issue of the S. S. Visitor as
heretofore.
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And say, ‘Little children, love one an-

“Little Children, Love One Another” other.””

. ) The little girl did as her Bible taught,
A LiTTLE girl, with a happy look, And pleasant indeed was the change it
Sat slowly reading a ponderous book wrought;
All bound with velvet and edged with gold, For the boy looked up in glad surprise,
And its weight was more than the child To meet the light of her loving eyes :
could hold; e
Yet dearly she loved to pon- =
der it o’er,
And every day she prnized it
more;
For it said—and she looked
at her smiling mother—
It said, ‘' Little children, love
one another.”

She thought it was beauti- £
ful in the book, »
And the lesson home to her
heart she took; REFER
She walked on her way with §
a trusting grace,

And a dove-like look in her
meek young face,
Which said, just as plain as

words could say,

““The Holy Bible I must obey;
So, mamma, I'll be kind to
my darling brother,

For little children must love

each other.
“I'm sorry he’s naughty, and will not His heart was full, he could not speak,
play: But he pressed a kiss on his sister’s
But I'll love him still, for 1 think the cheek ;
way And God looked down on that happy
To make him gentle and kind to me mother
Will be better shown if I let him see Whose little children loved each other.
I strive to do what I think is right;
And thus, when I kneel in prayer to- AUNT MARY.
night,

I will clasp my hands around my
brother,
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l FOR THE LITTLE ONES

The Starling

A LITTLE boy found a starling with a
broken wing. Very gently he carried it
home, and his father bound up the broken
wing, and made the poor bird so com-
fortable, that he soon hopped about, and
became so tame that he would eat from
Richard’s hand.

When Richard fed the starling, his
father, wishing to make the bird love his
little master, said “Dick!” “Dick!” and
soon the starling repeated: “ Dick, Dick.”

The little boy was very happy, for now
he was sure his pet loved him.

One day he watched the starling hop-
ping around in the garden; soon it dis-
covered an ugly, nasty worm, which
Richard would have been afraid to touch.
Eagerly the starling pounced upon it, ate
it, and cried, “Dick, Dick!” *“My pet
does ot love me;” said the little boy,
crymg bitterly, in his dlsappomtment

‘It is only his food that he loves.”

Dear children, are you sometimes like
the starling ? How many good and beau-
tiful things God gives you every day to
enjoy; and do you take them thought-
lessly, or perhaps, saying, ‘“ How nice,”
how good!” yet without once thinking
of God as the giver, and thanking Him ?

+

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

&

13.—CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE IN
SERVICE

(Phil. 2: 1-11.)
Question 1.—What is said of the One who

came from heaven to earth?
Ans.—ver. 6; Heb. 1: 3.

Q. 2.—Though the brightness of God’s
glory, what did He do? Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 3.—Why did He become a man and not
an angel? Ans.—ver. 8; Heb.2:9
(. p.), 15, 16.

Q.4.—Whydid Hedie? Ans.—2Cor.8:9.

Q.5.—For whom did He die? For good
people? Ans.—Rom. 5: 6-8.

Q. 6.—What has God done because He
took so high a place?

Ans.—ver. 9; Acts 2: 36.

Q. 7.—What has God ordained that every-
one, both dead and living, will one day
do and say of Him? Ans.—vers. 10, 11.

Q. 8—What blessing is theirs who look
to Him and bow to Him now?
Ans.—Isa. 45: 22, 23.

Q. 9.—What will be the song in heaven
because the Lamb of God was slain?
Ans.—Rev. 5:9, 12.

Q. 10.—As the Lord of glory humbled
Himself for our sakes, what example
has He set us? Ans.—vers. 3, 5.

Q.11.—What is the way to be truly great?
Ans.—Matt. 20 : 26-28.

Q. 12.—What will God do to those who
humble themselves?

Ans.—Matt. 23: 12.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

13.—CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE IN
SERVICE (Phil. 2:1-11).

We have for our quarterly review les-
son a beautiful selection from the Epistle
to the Philippians. The Gospel of Mark,
as we have seen, shows Him as the per-
fect servant of God and His people’s
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need. We see the tireless activity of one
who had but a single object.

Q. 1. Find, “To do the will of Him
that sent Me."”

In our lesson to-day we see the springs
of that service, the motives which stirred
Him ever.

1.—Unity in lowliness. Vers. 1-4.

The [apostle here exhorts the children
of God by all the abundant grace which
they had in Christ and by the Spirit, to
show the fruit of it in their mutual re-
lations. Love, with unity in service,
were to mark them. It contemplates the
purpose of God in His redeemed people.

Q. 2. Find, “ There is one Body and
one Spirit.”

This is the great fact—the unity of the
Church of God in its life and nature.
But how is this unity to be practically
exhibited? Where self is out of sight.
The cross has set it aside.

Q. 3. Find, “l am crucified with
Christ . . . Christ liveth in me.”

But faith must reckon this to be true,
and live in the power of it. This is the
lowly spirit urged here.

Q. 4. Find, “With all lowliness and
meekness."”

2.—The self-emptied One. Vers. 5-8.

But we have not only the truth of the
setting aside of the old man, nor exhor-
tation to walk in that truth, but the per-
fect example of our blessed Lord.

Q. 5. Find, ‘“Learn of Me.”

This is one of the most wonderful pas-
sages of Scripture. It traces in seven-
fold stages the humiliation of our Lord,
and shows the motives which controlled
Him.

We see Him first in the divine glory
which was ever His by right.

Q. 6. Find, “ The glory which I had
with Thee before the world was.”

This glory was His because He was
God.

Q. 7. Find, " The Word was God."”

The first step in His humiliation was,

we may say, whilesitting upon the throne:
He ' thought it not robbery to be equal
with God,”'—t. e.,, to grasp or cling to
the glory and outward dignity with God.

Q. 8. Find, “Lo, Icome todo thy will.”

Next, e carries out this purpose, ‘‘ He
made Himself of no reputation,” emptied
Himself of glory. It does not mean that
He laid aside His deity, or any of its
attributes, but the display of His glory.

Q. 9. Find, ‘' He became poor.”

The character of this humiliation was
that He took upon Him the form of a
servant. He who is God and Almighty
became a servant!

Q. 10. Find, “Behold my Servant!”

While angels are servants, He stooped
lower in becoming a man.

Q. 11. Find, “A little lower than the
angels.”

Q. 12. Find, ' The Word became flesh.”

His humiliation does not stop at His
birth. He might have come as King or
Master; but it is as the obedient Servant
that we see Him. His whole life was
marked by this lowliness and obedience.
How far was that obedience to go? Unto
death. His whole life was marked by
this, so that at the end God could pro-
nounce it ‘' perfect.”

Q. 13. Find, “I have finished the
work which Thou gavest Me to do.”

The last step of this perfect humilia-
tion was one where we cannot follow
Him—the death of the cross.

Q. 14. Find, ' Being made a curse for

us.
3.—The answering glory. Vers. 9-11.

God’s answer to this perfect life of
obedience is a seven-fold exaltation in
glory—all that He had before, but now
with the added lustre of redeeming love
upon it all. No wonder we see all the
universe bowing before Him—*" at the
name of Jesus,” the lowly One. Faith
says even now, ‘' My Lord and my God.”
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The Terter Box

RECORD FOR 1917

Here is the record, as wo have it for 1917, of
thaso who bave weut in 36 nuswers or moro. There
han bean a falling off at the end of the year—same
seemed to get weary in well-doing; but it 8 en-
coumnging ta ace rencwed interest as well as new
interest for this year.

Let hlmv who reads, or even rcceives the Viaitar,
encournge others to search God's Word ; to he like
Ezm, ‘‘a ready soribe of God’s law.” For the
word of God and prayer arc the two things God
bas given us to draw us to Himsell. away [rom
sin. *'Search the Scriptnres’’ yourself, dear reader,
and encournge others to answer the Lelter Box
question, for 1918,

Yours in Christ our Lord,
F. L. French.

B2 —the complete number—Clifford E. Moore,
Carl F. Moore—Adair, Jowa. Jacob Pelon, Peter
Pilon—Holland, Michigan. Marion R. M. Den-
bam, Moary Denham, Jean Denham, Della J.
Doaglas, Joseph L. Fleming, Stepheu R. Flem-
ing, Sterling W. Hoel and Rath Smith — Min-
neapolis, Minn. Helen E. Couch, Marpuerite
E. Councb—Ottawa, Ont. George Cox, Ernest Cox
— Richmond, Out. Mary H. Brinkmeger — St.
Louis, Mo. Lewis W. Mauger—~chenectady, N.Y.
Lillian Gray, Ruth E. Hyde, Ralph J. Hyde,
Othniel Jaeger, Philip Jaeger. Catharine P. Mat-
Jack, Cbarlotte L. Matlack, Jennie M. Matlack,
Rodger M. Matlack —Trenton, N. J. Evelyn
Beguelin, Alfred V. Baseler, Benjamin H. Baseler,
Edgar W. Baseler, William A. DeLnssus —Wood-
land. Mo.

61 —Lillian Johnson, Florence Jolinson—Balti-
more, Md. Mildred A. Orrel —St. Louis, Mo.
Lena V. Hyde. Andrew Jaeger. Ruth R. Matlack,
Grce N. Phillips—Trenton, N. J.

B0—Llizabeth Roessler—Allentown, Pa.

49 —Randolph P. Hyde—Trenton. N. .J.

48—Ernest T. Sandeen—Chicago.Jlls. Andrew
D. Cox— Riehmond, Ont. Willinm Salt, Jr.—
Trenton. N. J.

47 —Clara ffughes—St. Louis, Mo.
Hyde. Naomi V. Swan—Treuton, N. J.

46—VWVilliam Ralt, Sr.,, Ruth F. Phillips—
Treawon, N. J. Nellie V. MacDonald —Wash’n,
D. C

46 —Margaret A. Miller—Allentown.’a. Hen-
ry J. Hinkel. Mary E. Phillips—'I'renton. N. J.

44—Anna H. Fenstermacher—Bowers, Pa.

42—Katherino L. Moyer — Allentown, Pa.
Naomi Huot—Wash’n. D, C.

41—Eunice M. Miller—Allentown, P’n.
Jarger Mygatt—Trenton, N. J.

40—Alice M. Potter—Coucord. Mass. Willinm
W. Cox—NRichmond, Ont.  Helen P. Phillips—
Trenton, N. J.

Mabel L.

Olive

39 —Alma Dennish—Trenton. N.J. Violet J,
Cunick, Mildred M. Holt—\Wasl'n, D. C.

38—Llcanor . Reich—Allentown, Pa.
tivn Rawley—Balt'o. M.
—St. Louis, Mo.

Chris-
May Ui. Brinkmeyer

37 —Rohert A. Reich — Allentown, Pa. QGer-
trnde Miller—Trenton, N. J.
36—Naomi I. [{esa— Allentown, ’a.  James

W. Harshaw—VPhil’a.. Pa.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 1
About wliom is the gospel of Mark wrilten?

‘““Mark is written about Jesns Christ, the Son
of Gad ; it shows Him as the faithful witness and
servant of God for I1is people's needs,’’ quotes A.
F. 8. (Balt’o.), while R. V. Mc'T., (Pitta'g), J.
W. H. (Phil’a.); and A. W. B. (Wood’d) tell us,
‘It is written about our Lord’s personal ministry
as the Servant of Jehovah, Isa. 42: 1.7 L. F. D.
(Harrisburg) says,*' The Son of Man who came nat
to be ministered unto, but to minister.”” L. K.
(‘I'renton) speaks of ‘‘Jesus our Saviour, Who
tlied to save us and was the faithful servant of
Jehovah.”’ L. M. B. (Ottawa) says, ‘‘It shows
us Jesus as the Servant and Prophet, and tells of
the humble place He took in order to reach the
poor, that none might be left out of heaven who
wounld take Him as their Saviour, 2 Cor. 8: 9.”
E. T. 8. (Chicago) quotes :

* Mark brings the Servant to our gaze:
The willing One whose lowly ways
In blessed service for Bis sheep,
LeQ little time for rest or sleep.”

Question 13.—What lesson can you leam
from Philippians 2: 1-11?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“The Officer's Conversion” asks us what
we know for certain, and points out what
happy knowledge we may have with cer-
tainty from the Word of Him who can-
not lie.

Memory Verse

*“ Let nothing be done through strife or vain
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem

other better than themselves ™ (Phil. 2: 3).

Entered aa8rcond-Clasa Mutter at the New York Post Oftice
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The Wedding

NOW had quietly fallen all night,
and the scenery in the morning
was of dazzling whiteness. Trees,
fences, shrubberies and every-

thing were covered with a pure white

mantle, sparkling

looks really white by this freshly fallen
snow.’

They soon reached the house where the
happy wedding took place, and where
several of Nora's acquaintances were
dressed in white like herself. ‘‘ Well, un-
cle, did you notice anything unbecoming
in my dress,” said Nora as they returned
home. ‘‘Oh no, my dear, nothing worse

with myriads of
little stars as
diamonds in the
bright morning
sun.

That very day
a gentleman and
his niece were to
go out to a wed-
ding, which the
young girl was
looking forward
to with much
pleasure. “What
a day for the wed-
ding!” she said,
shivering a little
as they stepped
out in the cold.

“But, oh how
beautiful, how ) T TN R
grand! See, un- r ! T TH r ’

cle, there is not
a spot anywhere;

S T

AR

every twig on the
trees seems loaded with diamonds."”
They had gone but a few steps when
the young girl found she had dropped her
handkerchief, and as she took it up, re-
marked that it looked dingy. “I hope
that you have not done worse, and put
on a dirty dress under your coat, Nora,”
quietly remarked her uncle. Nora looked
at her dress and the handkerchief a while,
then exclaimed, “Oh, I know, nothing

than your companions.” “ Well,” said
Nora, “it is an unfavorable day for white
dresses in this freshly fallen snow. But,
uncle, I never thought you cared much
about my dress before.” ‘I am interested
in all that concerns you, my child. I am
concerned in your happiness; and as I
am invited to another wedding, your
dress is of great importance if you will
accompany me there.”
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Nora's youthful face glowed with an
expression of curiosity and doubt, as she
said, “ Where can that be, uncle?” “It
is at the marriage supper of the Lamb,
my dear. Is my Nora ready to go with
me there? Is her dress so white as to
satisfy the King when He comes to see
the guests? Have you such a robe, my
child?”

Nora’s steps grew slow, and her face
rather downcast as_she answered, “1
fear not, uncle, but I do long to know
and be sure of being there, at the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb.”” “There is a
robe of marvelous beauty, dear child; a
robe of great price, yet a free gift, which
God bestows upon every one that feels
the need of it, and comes to Him for it—
it is Christ; HE is the righteousness of
those that put their trust in Him. Do
you understand this, Nora?"’

“I think I do, uncle. It is like hiding
ourselves in another, in the Son of God,
so that when God looks at us He sees not
us but Christ. Isn’t that it, uncle?’’

“Yes, Nora, that is it; and I hope that
not only your mind but your heart takes
it in; for the word of God says, ‘ With
the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness’ (Rom. 10:10). This robe of right-
eousness is in God’s sight whiter than
the freshly fallen snow. In the book of
Isaiah it is said; ‘Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow’ (Isa.1:18); and in Reve-
lation it says of them that shall be saved,
‘These are they which have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb’ (Rev. 7: 14). This is what
makes us fit to enter in at the marriage
supper of the Lamb."”

That evening there was a feeling and
tone of peculiar tenderness in Nora’s
voice as she came to kiss her kind uncle
before retiring for the night. .

Lessons from Little Teachers

Dear little singing bird out in the tree,
Singing so lightly, and seeming so [ree;
What is the lesson you're teaching to me?
Trust and sing, trust and sing;
Keep all day on the wing;
And, when night-shadows' gather, just sing—
Trust and sing.

Dear little honey-bee searching for sweet,
Loading with pollen your deft little feet,
Have you some lessons for troubled souls meet?
Trust and try, trust and try ;
"Tis the drones that must die:
So, moming and evening, just try—
Trust and try.

Dear little lily bell, spotless and white,
Rooted in earth, yet drinking heaven’s light,
How keep my heart like you, pure and brght?
Trust and love, trust and love;
Keep your eyes fixed above;
And through shower and sunshine, still love,—
Trust and love.

Dear meck forget-me-not. tender and true,
Love in thy beaming eye, hope in thy hue.
What is the lesson to mortals from you?
Trust and pray, trust and pray ;
FFrom thyself look away ;
And though tempests may threaten, still pray—
Trust and pray.

Praying and loving, and working and singing.

How heaven's chimes through the earth are
kept ringing—

By flowers and song-bird and dear busy bee!

O heart that Christ died for! why not, then.
by thee ?
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14.—THE LORD SETS MEN FREE
(Mark 7:1-37)

Question 1. — About what did the Jews
find fault with the disciples?
Ans.—vers. 2, 5.

Q. 2.—Whilst outwardly very religious,
what were the Jews keeping instead of
God’s word? Ans.—vers. 7, 9.

Q. 3.—What were they thus doing to the
word that God had given them?
Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 4.—What kind of honor does God care
for? Ans.—ver. 6; Isa. 29: 13.

Q. 5.—What is it that defiles men?
Ans.—vers. 21-23.

Q. 6.—Who reads our hearts and knows
what we feel and think ?

Ans.—]1 Chron. 28:9; Heb. 4: 13.

Q. 7.—Why did a woman who was not
one of God’s chosen people come to
the Lord Jesus? Ans.—ver. 25.

Q. 8.—What humble place did she take
when the Lord reminded her she was a
Gentile? Ans.—ver. 28.

Q. 9.—What did He who came to bless
people say and do? Ans.—ver. 29.

Q. 10.—Whom else did He bless?
Ans.—vers. 32, 35.

Q. 11.—What should we do for those who
are deaf to God’s word, and cannot
speak His praise? Ans.—ver. 32 (f. p.).

Q. 12.—What is said of Him who knows
all the evil of our hearts?

Ans.—ver. 37.

— s,
Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

14.—THE LORD SETS MEN FREE
(Mark 7: 1-37.)

More and more our Lord is opposed by
the formalism of the Pharisees. This
separates Him from the localities where
He loved to serve, but widens the sphere
of His activities to regions beyond. This
gives us in germ the character of Chris-
tianity—rejected by carnal Judaism, it
goes out in blessing to the nations of the
world.

Q. 1. Find, “ Go ye into all the world,

and preach the gospel.”

1.—The outside of the cup. Vers. 1-13.

While ever subject to the word of God,
and to the law, our Lord was no Pharisee,
and in the numerous ceremonials of
that sect He took no part. So the
perpetual hand-washing of the Jews was
but a tradition, added to the law con-
cerning the tabernacle and temple service.

Q. 2. Find," They shall wash their hands
and feet thereat’’—at the laver.

The simple type of priestly cleansing
was amplified into a mere form, bringing
into bondage.

Q. 3. Find, “Your vain conversation
received by tradition.”

Our Lord applies to them the words of
Isaiah, and goes on to show that so far
from this punctiliousness indicating obe-
dience to God, they used it to set aside
His direct commands. Thus God had
unequivocally commanded, “ Honor thy
father and thy mother;’ but their tradi-
tion said, if one had this world’s goods,
and intended, or prefended, to dedicate
them to God, by saying, It is Corban”
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(a gift to the temple) they were absolved
from all care of parents, even while
keeping their ‘‘dedicated” things for
themselves !

Q. 4. Find, “ Ye blind guides.”

2.—The source of all defilement. Vers.
14-23.

Here was however a source of defile-
ment, far worse than ceremonially un-
clean hands, and that was lodged in the
man’s own bosom. They need not be so
careful about what they ate, but let them
guard against their own hearts. Without
a formal doctrinal statement, we have
here the solemn declaration of the total
depravity of man.

Q.5. Find, “Everyimagination of the
thoughts of his heart,” etc.

Q. 6. Find, “ Desperately wicked.”

Q. 7. Find, “Create in me a clean
heart, O God."”

3.—The source of cleansing. Vers. 24-30.

We have looked into the dark pit of
man’s heart, and now we are privileged
to see the contrast in the heart of God—
love, mercy, deliverance for Satan’s cap-
tives. As nothing but evil—whether of
a gross or more refined kind—flows from
the heart of the natural man, so nothing
but goodness flows from the heart of
God, through Christ. The emphasis in
this lovely picture of grace is upon the
fact that the woman who appealed to the
Lord was a Gentile, with no claim upon
Him.

Q. 8. Find, “Aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel.”

She does not resent being classed with
“dogs,” a term of contempt, but as such
claims the crumbs of mercy. It is a very
beautiful fruit of grace.

Q. 9. Find, “ Whoso humbleth himself
shall be exalted.”

4.—Deaf ears opened. Vers. 31-37.

Returning to the land of Israel, He
opens the ears of a deaf man—figure of
Israel, who has been deaf to the call of
God, and therefore unable to speak His
praise. The man is taken apart, the work

is done in secret with God, and our Lord
charges him to keep silent about it.

The healing is doubtless symbolic,
and the source of the trouble is touched;
the spittle suggests the judgment of
sin—God’s abhorrence of it.

Q. 10. Find, “Made Him to be sin for

us.

THE LETTER BOX

+——

ANSWER TO QUESTION 2

When Jesus began to preach, what was the sum of His
message ?

‘* The sum of our Lord’s message was, ‘ Repent
ye, and believe the gospel, Mark 1:15,’ say K. G.
and A. R. G. (Balt'o.), R. R. (Harris'g), M. E.
. (Trenton). L. R. C. and F. D. (Washington);
to this G. S. H. (Allen’n) adds Mark 2: 17, and
R. B. A.and M. M. (Mian’polis) ask the question
of Heb. 2: 3. H. .J. H. (Trenton) says, '* Repent
and believe ; and may all those that have done so
tell others the good news!’ It ia the same gospel
which we are to preach, Acts 20:21, ‘‘ Repeantance
towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesos
Christ.”” If the sinner repents of his sins, he will
soon confess them to God and trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ as his Saviour. This is the gospel of
God, and it brings salvation to all who accept it.
Has the reader done so ?

Question 14.—Can you tell from Mark 7
where the things come from which defile us?

-

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Sawnie’s Loyalty’’ relates the loyalty
of a boy to an earthly prince, and asks
us to take our place in fidelity and truth
on the side of the King of kings.

—_— —.ee

Memory Verse

“He hath done all things well: He maketh
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak”
(Mk. 7: 37).

Entered as Second-Class Matler at the New Vork PostOftice
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Lost for a New Coat

AST November a private school
for colored children at Asheville,
m N. C., was burned during school-
hours The fire was discovered
only about an hour after the children had
returned to their desks from fire-drill,
but when they tried to escape from their

or ten thousand coats, worth compared
with the value of one little life? Yet the
poor child did not stop to think of this;
she only thought of that pretty, new coat
she had forgotten and left behind; she
went back into the burning building to
save it and was herself lost in the flames!

Our Lord Jesus says, *“ What shall it
profit a man if he shall gain the whole
world and lose his own soul? or what
will a man give in

rooms they found the hallways and corri-
dors filled with flames and smoke. Those
on the first and second floors escaped by
the windows, but eight, or more, of the
pupils on the third floor lost their lives.
Others were badly burned and disfigured
for life.

The account of this disaster says,
“One little girl lost her life by running
back into the burning building to get a

new coat which she had forgotten in her

flight.”
How pitiful, and how sad, to risk and
lose her life for a coat! What is a coat,

exchange for his
soul?’ What a
solemn question !
For of what worth
would the whole
world be to any-
one if theyshould
lose their souls,
and go down—
lost! And yet we
see people every-
where neglecting
their soul’'s salva-
tion just for a
handful of gold,
or a bit of sinful
indulgence, or a
little worldly plea-
sure. What folly,
what madness,
what a mistake! If heaven is lost for
these “vanities lighter than air,” and they
find themselves in “the fire that never shall
be quenched,” what shall it profit them?
It would be like the poor, excited little
colored girl who lost her young life for
a five dollar coat.

““She ran back into the burning build-
ing,”" the account says; she turned back
for her new coat, and she met a cruel
death in the flames. And does not Jesus
say, ' Remember Lot's wife’’? What does
it mean? you may say. Well, children,
she was escaping from a fire, too; a city
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on fire, and was told not to look back
but to flee to the mountain. Fire and
brimstone were falling upon the guilty
city, Sodom, where Lot and his family
lived. The angels were sent to warn
them and hurry them out. But Lot’s
wife ‘‘looked back;' her heart was in
the burning city, and she became a pillar
of salt—a warning to all who do not flee
from the coming judgment. This is
what the Saviour meant when He said,
“Remember Lot’s wife!” She disobeyed
the command, ‘‘Look not behind thee,”
and the result was that she perished in
the judgment of Sodom. Perhaps she
had some special treasure in Sodom; it
may have been a fine mansion in which
they had lived, or its handsome furniture,
or her beautiful things that they were
leaving behind, or even loved friends.
But whatever it was, shedid not heed the
word of the Lord, and lost her life for it.
Children, God is going to destroy this
world, wicked as Sodom was, and sinners
are warned to escape for refuge to Jesus.
Let nothing hinder you,dear children—and
all who read this—from making your es-
cape. Let nothing engage your heart
that would keep you from the Lord. Be
warned by Lot’s wife and the sad mistake
of the little colored girl. C. KNAPP.

[ FOR THE LITTLE ONES ]

L)

The 1Little Seed’'s Song

Little brown seed—O little brown brother !
Are you awake in the dark ?

Here we lie cosily, close to each other;
Hark to the song of the larkk—

“Waken,” thelark says, “‘waken and dress you,
Put on your green coats and gay.

Blue skies will shine on you, sunshine caress you,
Waken! "Tis moming—'tis May!"’

Little brown seed—O little brown brother |
W hat kind of lower will you be ?

I'll be a poppy—all white, like my mother:
Lo, be a poppy, like me.

What ! you're a sunflower? How I shall miss yoy
When you're grown golden and high!

But 1 shall send all the bees up to kiss you;
Little brown brother, good-bye.

The little seed is not envious of its brother be.
cauwe he is going to grow up higher than himsell,
and be “ high and golden;” he is just surprised,
and exclaims, sweetly: “A sunflower! Then |
will send the bees up to kiss you. Good-bye,
little brown brother!”

_# e

rS

15.—THE LORD REQUIRES CONFE%
SION AND LOYALTY

(Mark 8:1—9:1))

Question 1.—How did the Lord Jesus
show He knew and cared about tne
needs of others? Ans.—vers. 2, 3.

Q. 2.—How did He show He was the Son
of God? Ans.—vers. 7, 8.

Q. 3.—He had shown His power, yet
what did those who hated Him ask ?
Ans.—ver. 11.

Q. 4.—What further proof of His power
did He give? Ans.—ver.25; cf. John
9: 32, 33.

Q. 5.—What did people say of Him when
they saw His mighty works?
Ans.—ver. 28.

Q. 6.—What question did the Lord putto
His disciples? Ans.—ver. 29.

Q. 7.—How did Peter answer it ?
Ans.—ver. 29.

Q. 8.—That same question is put to
everyone : how would you answer it?

Q. 9.—What is said of Peter and every-
one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ ?

Ans.—1 John 5: 1; cf. Matt. 16 : 17.

Q. 10.—What did He tell them He must
do in order to save them?

Ans.—ver. 31.

Q. 11.—Why is it so important that we
should be able to answer the Lord’s
question as Peter did ?

Ans.—vers. 36, 37.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

15.—THE LORD REQUIRES CONFES-
SION AND LOYALTY

(Mark 8:1to 9:1).

Our lesson to-day covers considerably
more ground than can be gone over in
detail. Certain prominent features only
can be dwelt upon.

1.—Four thousand fed. Vers.1-9.

This is a similar miracle to the one
already narrated. The lessons are similar
—the slowness of heart in the disciples,
after repeated proofs of His power, tells
what is common to us all. The frag-
ments, seven baskets, are not less than
on the previous occasion, as the word
here is “hamper,” in contrast with “hand-
basket ”’ in the other instance.

Q. 1. Find, “In a basket was I let
down’’—the hamper, or fish basket.

2.—A sign refused. Vers. 10—-13.

Our Lord’s many miracles were abun-
dant “signs” of His mission. It would
not have helped the Pharisees to have
given them another. Refusing to repent,
their heart was too stubborn to own the
truth.

Q. 2. Find, “Ephraim is joined to his
idols; let him alone.”

3.—Beware of leaven. Vers. 14-21.

This unbelief of the Pharisees asso-
ciated them with the openly wicked
Herod, who had put John to death, even
as they had refused John. The leaven of
hypocrisy and of malice works wherever
it is allowed. The disciples were to have
none of it.

Q. 3. Find, “A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump.”

This expression is used twice by the
apostle.

How paltry are the disciples’ thoughts!
Had they forgotten His power to multiply
food as needed ?

Q. 4. Find, “Seek ye first the kingdom
of God,” etc.

3.—Blind eyes opened. Vers. 22-26.

Again, we notice that the man is led
apart. Miracles are done in secret, as un-
belief becomes more pronounced. Again
we see spittle as a sign of abhorrence of
sin, coupled with the grace which puts it
away.

Q.5. Find, “Made clay of the spittle.”

The striking feature in this miracle is
its progressive character. The eyes are
opened gradually. Often in dealings with
souls the Lord leads them on gradually.

Q. 6. Find, “ Your faith groweth ex-
ceedingly.”

How much of our vision is clouded;
we see men like trees walking. We need
more of the grace from those healing
hands.

4.—"“Thou art the Christ.” Vers. 27-30.

The Lord is gradually withdrawing
Himself from the unbelief of the leaders,
but by this very act gives opportunity for
faith to shine out clearly. Many had, so
to speak, seen Him dimly, “as trees
walking.” In the solitude of Casarea,
Peter boldly and clearly confesses Him
as to what He is, the Christ of God.

Q. 7. Find, “ Whosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”

As such Christ must be confessed. He
is not merely a prophet, no matter how
great, but the Anointed of God.

Q. 8. Find, “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth,” etc.

5.—His death and resurrection.
31-33.

To His own, the Lord speaks freely of
His approaching death. His rejection
can only result in that. There can be no
half-way attitude. He is either the Christ

Vers.
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or a malefactor. This shows Peter’s
failure: he would lay down a middle
path. But what if our Lord had accepted
such a path?

Q. 9. Find, “ The Son of Man must be
lifted up.”

Q. 10. Find, “Christdied for our sins.”

The resurrection and the glory lie be-
yond the cross. Our Lord had all in view.

Q. 11. Find, " For the joy that was set
before Him, He endured the cross,” etc.

6.—Fellowship in His cross and glory.
Vers. 34 toch. 9: 1.

We must first learn that Christ died
for us; then that we are crucified with
Him. It is the path of the cross, of re-
jection, in a world that hated Him.

Q. 12. Find, “They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world.”

To follow Him, that is the one great
business of life. Nothing else is worth a
thought. Everything is loss if Christ is
not known.

Q. 13. Find, “ To me to live is Christ.”

Our Lord will give His followers a
glimpse of the coming glory, as seen in
the next lesson.

The Tetter Box

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 1 TO 4
The figura indicale Ue number of Questions annsered
by each one.

It is encouraging to hare answers from a number
of new correspondents, keep it up!

Adair, Towa, 4, C. E. M., C. F. M.

Albany. N. Y., 4,E. B,1 J.B, V.F. B, E. S.
B.,, H.C, D. E.C, I.G. R,, E. 8.

Allentown, Penn., 4, E. M. M., M. A. M., K. L.
M., RA.R,E. F.R,B R 3 G. S I, I
J.H.,, EER. 2 G. L. H. ML H. R.C. L.,
H.R,A.W,C.W. I, N W, WR

Amsterdam, N. Y. 4, L. R. H.,, A. P., A. R, L.
R, B.D. 3, C. M.

Anoka, Minn., 4, M. E H.. Ruth K., Robert K.
Baltimore, Md., 4, A. R. G, C. G,, E. B. H., .
J,LJ,LC.R,A F.S,M D VW, T. W,

Bowers, a., 4, A. H. .

Casco, Wis.,, 4. M P. A. 3. E F.

Chicago, 111, 4. H. A. H., W. [ IL, G. L., E. T.
8,R A 8B.K.V.

Dunkirk. N.Y.,4, L. A,, A.C: H., L. H., E. MoL.,
T. R McL.
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Jnrrlsburg, I'a., 4, E.B.B., L.F.D., P. D. R., R.IL
Holland, Mich., 4, . ., J. P,
Isllngton, Mum,, 4, J. W.Q., E. M.G.,G. W.G.,
J. P, 01 W. &1, C. 8., M. G. 8.
Mluneapolis, Minn., 4, J. M. A, R. B. A.,, W. E.
A, BO,I".C. I.8B,0 8., M. D. D.,, M. It.
M.D., M. D.,J. D, D.J. D, B. W.H.,, E. L.
H., M. M., R. 8.
(CQoncluded in next number.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 3

How did God confirm the word spoken by the
Lord Jesus

‘** By the miracles which Jesus did, His teaching
was confirmed,’”’ may L. J. and A. F. 8. (Balt'o),
M. A. (Casco), M. B. P. (Newark) and E. T.
(Wash'g). Heb. 2: 3. 4 are referred to by E. M.
M. (Allen'n), P. D. R. (Harris'g) J. L. and L.
M. B. (Ottawa) and J. J. H. (Phil'a.); Acta2:22
by A. H., M. H. and P. W. H. (Wash'g). *God
conlirmed the word spoken by the Lord Jesns by
the mighty miracles which He performed, the heal-
ing of the man with the unclean spirit, rnising
Peter's wife's mother, the sick of the palsy henled,
etc.”” says G. E. H.(Wissa’n). A similar thought
comes from E. D. (Vancoaver). Miracles were
God-given testimonies to the Lord Jesus, to His
person, to His resarrection and the doctrine
preached as coming from God. Having served
their purpose they were no more needed. God's
word too, is now complete. and we are to accept it
by faith, and also Him of whom it speaks—our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Question 15.—What shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Seeing the Animals” reminds us of the
consequences of sin and of the time when
the Lord and Master of men and animals
will reign on the earth.

Memory Verse

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his

soul 2" (Mk. 8: 36, 37).
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Three Hopi Christians

u FEEL sure the readers of the

Visitor will be interested in the
picture here presented of three

young Christians from the Hopi
tribe of northern Arizona. Several arti-

cles have already appeared in this paper
describing these Indians, their primitive

homes, their strange habits, and idola
trous religion. Those of you who know
the Lord Jesus as your own Saviour will
be thankful to know that God is saving
numbers of these dear people, bringing
them out of the darkness of paganism

into the light and liberty of the gospel.
The young man in this picture is about
twenty-one years of age, and is known
as Otto Lomavitue. The last word is his
Hopi name, which means “the

one who came just right.” It
shows that he was very glad-
ly welcomed by his mother at
his birth. He grew up in
heathenism, as all Hopi chil-
dren do who have no Chris-
tian parents, but, while away
from home at Chilocco, Okla-
homa, he heard the gospel,
which he resisted, however,
for a long time. At last, he
became so miserable in his
sins that he came to God
through the Lord Jesus Christ;
then he found in the Saviour
the peace and joy he could
not find in the world.
Because of ill-health he
went back to his home at
Oraibi, a Hopi village on a
mesa, or flat mountain, about
seven thousand feet above
sea-level. There he testified
for Christ, and helped the
missionaries as an interpreter
for about a year. Nearly
three years ago, he came to
Oakland to get a better ed-
ucation, and learn more of
the word of God, that he
might be more helpful to his
people. He expects to return
to Oraibi this coming sum-
mer, if it be the Lord’s will
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to have him there. [ trust many of you
will remember him before the Lord in
your prayers. He has been testifying for
Christ, preaching the gospel on the street
and in meeting halls, for the past two
years, and earnestly desires to be used by
God for the salvation of others.

The larger of the two girls is Minnie
Tuva. She came out openly and con-
fessed Christ as her Saviour when [ was
preaching one night in the Hopi village
of Moenkopi, near Tuba, Arizona; that
was over two years ago, and she is now
also in Oakland, studying, in view of
future usefulness. I wish you all might
know her, and see what a bright, happy
girl she is since she knew the Saviour.

The other girl is Martha Talas. She
was in our school at Oakland about five
months, when she was called home to
Oraibi, because of the death of her older
sister. Her father, being an aged blind
man, and her mother veryfeeble, Martha
will have the care of the dear old couple.
She will have many an opportunity, how-
ever, to testify for Christ, not only by
loving, devoted service to her parents,
but by helping in many ways in the Mis-
sion. Her parents are both believers, as
was her sister Ruth, now with the Lord.

What a mercy that God opened the
hearts of these dear young people, and
saved them ere they had become com-
pletely wrapped up in the wicked follies
of heathen life. They heard the gospel
and received the Saviour in their hearts ;
and, as Peter says,We know that through
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ we
-shall be saved even as they.”

Are you certain, dear young reader,
‘that you are saved? If so, remember in
prayer these young Indian believers, and
thus help them in their service for God
and their needy tribesmen.

H. A. IRONSIDE,

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

L Message to Sunday Scholars

Children! children! pause and ponder
Where the path you’re treading ends;
Does it lead to life eternal ?

Are you all the Saviour's friends?

Now remember your Creator,

While the evil days are few:

They that seek Him early find Him;
So, dear children, why not you ?

Come to Jesus—come to Jesus!

Give Him body, spirit, soul ;

He'll fill them with choicest pleasure,
While eternal ages.roll.

Dearest children, shall the blood-drops
Sweated in Gethsemane,

Shall the price of your redemption
Sealed in death on Calvary,

Shall the mighty work of Jesus

Not prevail to win your heart?

Woe betide the Christ-rejectors!

Such shall hear that word—"“ DEPART.”

But the Lord who died to save you,
Life eternal, joy, and peace,

Gives to every heart that loves Him,
And His givings never cease.

Run, then to Him, dearest children;
In His loving strong embrace
He will shield you from life’s pitfalls,

Till you see Him face to face. PR

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

16.—CHRIST TRANSFIGURED
(Mark 9: 2-29))

Question 1.—What glorious sight’ did
Peter, James and John see?
Ans.—vers. 2, 3.

Q. 2—How did Peter afterwards write of
it? Ans.—2 Pet. 1:16 (I. p.).

Q. 3.—Whom did they see with Jesus?
Ans.—ver. 4.
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Q. 4—What did Peter in his amazement
suggest they should do? Ans.—ver. 5.

Q. 5.—What did God say from heaven?
Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 6.—God spoke to Moses face to face
(Deut. 34 : 10), but what was the differ-
ence between Moses and Christ?
Ans.—Heb.3:5, 6.

Q. 7.—Whom does God alone want us
to see? Ans.—ver. 8.

Q. 8.—How do we see Jesus with the
eyes of our heart? Ans.—Heb. 2 : 9.

Q. 9.—God told the disciples to hear His
Son; what is said of those who hear
His voice? Ans.—John 5: 25.

Q. 10.—How will those who will not now
look to Jesus nor hear His voice, one
day both see and hear Him?
Ans.—Rev. 1:7; John 5: 29.

Q. 11.—When should we look to Jesus
and hear Him? Ans.—Heb. 3:7, 8.
Q. 12.—"“ To-day” is now; what is said

of “now”? Ans.—2 Cor. 6:2.

Qur IBible Class

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

16.—CHRIST TRANSFIGURED
(Mark 9: 2-29.)

The Transfiguration is a foreglimpse
of the coming kingdom and glory of our
Lord.

Q. 1. Find, “The power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1.—The wondrous change. Vers. 2—4.

A few chosen witnesses accompanied
our Lord to the scene of His glory.

Q. 2. Find two other occasions when
these three accompanied our Lord.

How amazed these disciples must have
been, and yet was not this outward dis-
play but the fitting setting of that moral
and personal glory which they had al-
ready discerned ? So faith now sees Him.

Q. 3. Find, “ We see Jesus. .. crowned
with glory and honor.”

Faith discerned Him even when veiled
in humiliation.

Q. 4. Find, ‘“ We beheld His glory.”
Moses and Elias—the law and the
prophets—witness to His glory.

2.—"It is good to be here.” Vers. 5-10.

Moses and Elias may be by grace sharers
in His glory, as all His people will be, but
they can never be put on terms of equality
with Him. Peter again fails to see, as he
should have, the unique glory of the Lord.

But God is jealous for the glory of His
Son, and acclaims Him as His well-beloved.
Whoever speaks of Him as on the same
level with the best and greatest of men,
needs to listen to that voice from the ex-
cellent glory.

Q. 5. Find, “God, who raised Him up
from the dead, and gave Him glory.”

The scene continues only a little while;
the glory passes, but Jesus is left. So
may it be with all our apprehensions of
glory—that He abides, the pledge of all
else. Again they are told to keep this
vision secret until that death and resur-
rection should take place which they so
little understood. Now we speak plainly.

Q. 6. Find, “ We use great plainness of
speech.”

3.—Who is Elias ? Vers. 11-13.

Q. 7. Find the Old Testament predic-
tion of the coming of Elijah.

Q. 8. Find, “In the spirit and power
of Elias.”

Thus John the Baptist, the last of the
prophets of the old dispensation, was the
representative Elijah who called Israel to
repentance.

In John’s rejection, as in that of his
great prototype, we see the hardened
heart of the nation.

4.—"“Help Thou mine unbelief.”
14-29.

The Spirit of God puts side by side the
glory of Christ and the power of Satan.
What an awful contrast! The joys of
heavenly glory are seen on the one hand,
and on the other a poor, foaming, writh-
ing victim of Satan. Who is stronger—
Christ or Satan ? It would almost seem
that something about our Lord suggested

Vers.
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the glory He had just passed through—
for the people are amazed, as they salute
Him.

Q. 9.
shone.”

How feeble was the faith of the disci-
ples, although they had previously been
given power for this very thing.

Q. 10. Find, “ Gave them power over
unclean spirits.”

Faithfully the Lord probes into the case
of the poor sufferer—he had been afflicted
from childhood. What malignity Satan
had shown—he would destroy through
fire or its opposite, water. So now both
by the fire of persecution and the water
of worldliness he would destroy souls.

Q. 11. Find, “ Abaddon” (destroyer).

Can the Lord help? Ah, can the man
believe? There is no limit to the Lord’s
power. Realizing the weakness of his
faith, the man brings it to the One who
can even give the faith—"“Help Thou
mine unbelief.” Making one last effort,
Satan would seek to destroy the child.

Q. 12. Find, “Because he knoweth he
hath but a short time.”

But death cannot abide in the presence
of Him who is the Life; and the child is
presented whole to his father.

The Tetter Box

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 1 TO 4
(Concluded.)
Newark, N. J., 4, A. H. E.,, E. W. E,, M. E., H.
P, R P, W. P, M B.P.
Ottawa, Ont., 4, L. M. B.,, H. E. C, J. L.
Philadelphia, Pa., (Kensinglon), 4, A. E. A.
C. 2, A. E M.
(Wlmnhlckon), 4,G E
(West), 4. E. H., J.W H..J.J.
D.S. 3, T. 8 2, M. McC 1
Pittsburg, Pa, 4, M. L.C.,E C.
R V.McT.,,L.8.,M.S. 3
Baint Louis, Mo., 4, G. M. F
QMHB.]VMK EM
Schenect.ndy. N. Y., 4, . M.
Trenton, N.J., 4,

Find, " The skin of his face

3, F.

.. H.,B.K., R N.,W.B.T.
. P. E MoR.,

P. P., C. Rs 2 RA. H., M. A. H., 0. J
M., F.M. P., E. W 1, T.D.J, M. B.N
R. P., R s

Vnnoouver, .C,4, E. D, K.D, I. H,, L. H.,
J G, . K, G B, It,J. 8t.C.,, R H. W,
Washington, D.C,4,8.J. B.,, M. E. D.,,C. E. E.

M. P F.,N. I, L. A.ll P. W. H. M M. H.,
N.V.McD., E. T.MoD.,, V. M., L R. W L.8.
E. M. S, E J S 3 F. B .F.D., M. H.,
W. H., H. II., J.N. 2, L. B M B. A B. V
J.C., F. D., M. E., L. M. E, B. H., 'E. H., E.
M.L,MM.S,E.T, F.I. W. ]FB,M
F. B, M.C,ME. L,G. L,MS,R.T, E
HW,E JW,DW..EW, R LW, NW
Wood]nnd Mo., 4 E.W. B, B. H. B.,, A. W. B.
Zephyrhllls, Florlda, 4, N. A.F,F. W.S,, E. A.

,F.C.S,H L. W, C. R.W.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 4
Who can forgive sins, but God only?

‘“ We have been told to forgive others their
against us, bat that is only from a human sta
point; we cannot fit one for heaven,’’ says L. W. I
(Sclxenec'y). ‘* None can forgive sins bat God only:
but as Jesus is also God, He could forgive them”
answers S. W. H. (Minn'polis) B. H. B. (Wood’¢
V. M. (Wash’n) and M. A. F. (Zephyrhills). E.
B. B. (Harris'g) and L. R. (Amsterdam) tell us,
‘“No one except God can forgive sins, Isa. 43: 25 ;"
and W. B. T. (Wissa’n) says. *‘This would have
been blasphemy, had Jesns been merely man.”
E. F. (Casco), R. N. R. (Harria'g), R. S. (Minn’
polis) and F. C. (Phil’a) say, ‘*Sin can only be
met by the just judgments of a sin-hating God:
the sin question was settled by Christ on the
cross ;”’ gso that, as I. H. (Vancouver), B. M. B.
(Trenton) and B. K. (Phil’a) point out, ‘‘All who
believe on the Lord Jesus have forgiveness of sins,
1st John 3: 6; Eph. 1: 7and Luke 5: 24." Are
you sure your sins are forgiven ?

Question 16.—Of what is Mark 9: 2 a

sample ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“You are Lost’’ not only tells us
what God says of each one, but of the
slowness of people to believe and act on
what God says, and their folly in neglect-
ing to flee to the Saviour of the lost.

Memory Verse

“And there was a cloud that overshadowed
lhcm. and a voice came out of the cloud, say-

ing, This is my beloved Son: hear Him’
Mk 9: 7).
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Hopedale

OPEDALE is a small settlement
on the bleak and barren coast of
iz Labrador; it is one of the most
% northern points to which the mail
steamer goes from St. Johns, Newfound-
land, in the suinmer.
Labrador isadesolate country and little

In the forefront of the picture, you will
notice a few graves; three of them hav-
ing a little picket fence around. There
was just a little earth there which made
it possible to dig shallow graves, so it
has been used as a place for burial in
years past. You see, death is there too;
for as the word of God says, ' By one
man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon

is known of the interior, where one or
more tribes of Indians dwell, called the
Ungava Indians. Being an exceedingly
cold country it is seldom visited by white
men, and the poor Indians are left to
their solitude, and know little of the out-
side world. How greatly privileged you
are, dear young readers who read this,
compared with these poor Indians who,
| fear, are without the knowledge of the
true God, have no good homes as you
have—no schools, no buoks, and nothing
of what we call comforts of life.

all men, for all have sinned.” How good
to have the word of God tell us what is
beyond the grave, and above all to make
us acquainted with the Saviour, Jesus the
Son of God, who died for us as a sacri-
fice for our sins, that we might be saved,
and not only deliver us from the fear of
death, but make us rejoice in the hope
of dwelling for ever with Him.

I visited Labrador some years ago, and
stayed at the home of a fisherman. His
wife was an aged Christian woman, and
her Bible had come to pieces from long
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and frequent use. She had secured a new
one, but what should she do with the old
book? She did not like to burn it, and
was puzzled. At last she hit upon a plan.
The walls of one little chamber were
rough and unsightly. She had no wall-
paper, and she would use the old Bible
to paper the room, believing the Lord
might still use the old book after it was
worn out. So the rough boards were
neatly covered, every page being care-
fully pasted on, right side up; and one
might stand or sit in any place near the
wall and read some poriion of Scripture.

Do you not think this was a wise and
good use to make of the ol Bible? This
recalls what God commanded to His peo-
ple Israel: " These words, which I com-
mand thee this day, shall be in thy heart;
and thou shalt teach them diligently un-
to thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thy house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up

. And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates"
(Deut. 6:6-9). You can find another,
and the very best place, to keep the say-
ings of this book by reading Ps. 119: 11.

R. B. EAMEs.

T FOR THE LITTLE ONES |

<

Who Provides for the Bitrds

ALL the world lay still and silent in the
morning grey,

And at once a thousand voices hail the
glorious day;

For the great sun, glowing crimson, rises
o’er the sea—

‘Welcome Day !’ they sing together, ‘ Day
that is to be!’

Oh, how glad and sweet and joyous is that
morning hymn !

Whilst the golden day is stealing through
the valleys dim—

Thrush and blackbird, lark and linnet,
doves that coo and hum,

Wild delight and soft rejoicing, for the
day is come.

Not a thought of care or wonder what
the day will bring,

For the IFather careth for them in the
smallest thing.

There upon the pathless mountains is
their table spread,

All by God are known and numbered, by
His hands are fed.

Some in deep and tangled forests where
the berries glow,

Some where children’s crumbs are scat-
tered on the garden snow,

Some where, through the river sedges,
mayflies glance and play,

Some where mountain tarns lie gleaming
in the hollows grey.

For the wild and hungry eagle, for the
wren so small,

All is ready—food and gladness, free to
each and all.

—Frances Bevan.

[ ] e

l INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS
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17.—CHRIST REBUKES SELFISHNESS
(Mark 9: 30-50.)

Question 1.—What end did the Lord know
lay before Him? Ans.—ver. 31.

Q. 2.—Though He told His disciples this,
of whom were they thinking and dis
puting? Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 3.—What had their Master, the King
of kings, come to do?

Ans.—chap. 10: 45.

Q. 4.—Whom did He set amongst them
as an example? Ans.—ver. 37.

Q. 5.—How does the Lord look upon any-
thing done for His sake?

Ans.—ver. 37.

Q. 6.—When Paul persecuted the Lord’s
people, what did the Lord Jesus say of
what he was doing? Ans.—Acts 9: 4.
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Q. 7.—A child could not recompense kind-
nesses, but who will reward anything
done for His sake?

Ans.—ver. 41; cf. Prov. 19: 17.

Q. 8.—What solemn thing does the Lord
say of another award?
Ans.—vers. 43, 44.

Q. 9.—For whom was hell originally pre-
pared? Ans.—Matt. 25: 41.

Q. 10.—Will anyone else besides the devil
and his angels be put there?
Ans.—Rev. 20: 10, 15.

Q. 11.—What is it also called?
Ans.—Rev. 21: 8.

Q. 12.—The Lord was going to Jerusalem
to die: from what did His death.de-
liver us? Ans.—1 Thess. 1: 10.

e OUR ™=
i BIBLECLASS
I :‘; : ’-ah — =

o,

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

17—CHRIST REBUKES SELFISHNESS
(Mark 9: 30-50.)

We have now ‘‘come down from the
mountain ;’’ the glory of the Transfigura-
tion is past, and we will follow the bless-
ed Servant in the path that led Him on-
ward into deepening gloom—His heart
always bright in the path of perfect obe-
dience, till it ended in the cross. His ser-
vants are to follow Him; but that means
that * this mind "’ which was in Him is to
be in us also.

1.—The shadow of the cross. Vers. 30-32.

A change marks our Lord’s relation to
the public after His transfiguration. He
had never forced Himself, we need not
say, upon public attention, but now He
withdrew more than ever. Thus He would
oot that any should know of His passage

through Galilee. The reason is evident.
Already He had been practically rejected.
Men had seen and heard Him, but did
not desire Him.

Q. 1. Find, “His own received Him
not."”

Q. 2. Find, “We hid as it were our
faces from Him.”

He knew the full extent of this rejec-
tion—the cross; and tells the disciples
that He is to be killed. This throws the
emphasis upon man's responsibility.

Q. 3. Find, “The Just One; of whom
ye have been . . . the murderers.”

Our Lord looks beyond the cross to the
resurrection, and would have His disciples
do the same.

Q. 4. Find, “For the joy that was set
before Him.”

2.—Who shall be greatest ? Vers. 33—37.

It is sadly strange that the mention of
the cross by our Lord should furnish oc-
casion for their pride and emulation. It
seems always to have been so.

Q. 5. Find an instance of this very
near the close.

Q. 6. Find, “Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory.”

Most beautifully does our Lord meet
their folly. Let them rather seek to serve,
like Himself. For those who desire high
places shall find the opposite. A little
child, lowly, self-forgetful, trustful, is the
model He sets before them.

Q. 7. Find, “My soul is even as a
weaned child.”

3.—"He followeth not us.” Vers. 38—42.

Another example of pride, under cover
of zeal for the Lord, must also be cor-
rected. A man is casting out demons in
the Lord’s name, but “he followeth not
us.” He was not of the chosen num-
ber of those immediately about the Lord.
Perhaps he may not have been as intelli-
gent in the path, but John’s concern was
about their dignity. How easy it is to be
thus sectarian. Let us be sure of our
own position and path, but let us not des-
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pise others. For all who have faith are
dear to the Lord.

Q. 8 Find, " Who then is Paul, and
who is Apollos? "

Let them bLeware not to check or to
stumble the.smallest service and faithful-
ness to the Lord, for He appreciates it.

Q. 9. Find, “Quench not the Spirit.”

4. —The solemn issues of eternity. Vers.
43-50.

The grave responsibilities, just spoken
of, furnish the occasion for the warnings
of the remainder of the chapter. Our
Lord ever walked in the light of eternity.
Of what value was present gain or pleas-
ure if the future were hopeless ?

Q. 10. Find, “ What shall it profit a
man? " etc.

Let the thoughtless carefully mark who
it is that warns of eternal punishment,.

Q. 11. Find, ‘' The lake of fire, which
is the second death.”

The worm suggests the gnawings of
remorse.

Q.12. Find, “Son, remember.”

The fire speaks of the wrath of God.

Q. 13. Find, *“Our God is a consum-
ing fire.”

Both are the portion of the unsaved.
There is the salt of fire in judgment.
Well it is that Another has borne that
for those that believe. Meanwhile, let
our speech and our ways be with grace,
seasoned with the salt of sincerity and
truth (Col. 4: 6).

D>

THE LETTER BOX

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 5 TO 8

The Agures {nddicale (A2 numbder of Questions answered
by each one.

C.F.)

Adasir, lowa, 4, C. E. M_, ;
I.J.B,V.F. B,

Allmany, N. Y 4, E. B,
B.,#.C,D.E.C, I G L, E 8
Aflentown, Penn., 4, K, . M. 3, E.
AAM, LA R, EF.R,B R,E. L.
E,G. L H,W. R.A.W,,C.W,NW

(Gondiuded tn nedd nuwbe.)

E. 8.

M. M., M.
1, M.

DELAYED ANA\YERA

To Quos. Hn4 ML D. D, (Min’pnlis), A, C,
E. C.. Q. C., w. C (Rtichmond), and F. ),
L. (Wm\hmglon)

Please note well

All answern shonld be sent in by the 10th of the
month following that in which the queations ap-
pear in the Visitor,

ANSWER TO QUESTION 5

Why were the Pharisecs 8o particular about keeping
the Subbath?

Undoubtedly becnuse of what Gorl said in Exnd
31: 13.  ‘‘Verily, my Sabbaths ye shall keep : [or
it is a sigh hetween Me and yon throughout your
generntions ; that ye may know that I am the
Lord that doth sanctify you.” They hung on w
the sign of their favored position belore God, as
matter of pride, while by their sinful ways they
really denied the covenant God had made wit
their fathem. Some people to-dny call themselve
** Christians ’ white denying Christ in their life
A8 G. E. H. (Wissa’n) says,'' They cared more [r
the outward appearance than the real condition
heart.”” **To exalt themselves belore the people
says F. C. (Franklord), also M. D. and E. M.
(Wash’n), L. B. (Grand Rapids). Ethel B. (Al-
bany) says, ‘*They wanted to be praised for the
ood works,”’ and fromn D. H. H. (Phila.) and E
F. (Casco), ‘' They thought by this they counld do
something for their salvation.”’” Is there n boy or
wirl that has thissame thonght—*‘‘do something for
splvation’’? Al it is only Jesns who can save.

Question 17.—What is the way to true
greatness ?

- -

OUR READING CIRCLF.

How a man woke up to the fact that
there is a living God, that he was a sin-
ner, and that Jesus Christ is a Saviour, is
told us in “Truly, it is the lost Jesus came
to save.”

S — L XX ]

Memory Verse

“And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom
of God with one eye, than having two eyes to

bc cast into hell fire” (Mark 9: 47).
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A Fall to Death

HIS great tower on a hill amid
trees is not away out in the coun-
try as you might suppose, dear

children, but in the city of Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, in Washburn Park. It
used to belong to the Washburn home
until taken over by

MAY 5 1918

No. 18

hlgher and the workmen used this little
house in hauling up their material from
the inside of the tower, which was hollow.
There was a little door in this house
which, though closed, was carelessly left
unfastened. Stirling who had taken the
lead in coming down heard a faint cry
from Lyman, and hurried back to see,
but saw nothing of his playmate. Then

the Park Board.
The Washburn
family used it for
a water tower, but
since the grounds
have been turned
into a park it has
been used as an
observation tower.
You can see a por-
tion of the winding
stair leading to the
top, sixty-three feet
above the ground.

A very sad acci-
dent occurred there
last winter. A boy
I know, named Stir-
ling, was coasting
down the hill with
a school-mate
named Lyman. Af-
ter playing awhile Lyman said, * Let’s go
up into the tower and have a look around
over the city and the country,” which
they did. After reaching the top he
stood looking about, and watching the
boys below, coasting and sliding. Then
Stirling said, “Let us go down,” and he
started for the head of the circular stair-
way leading to the ground.

Now on the top of the tower is a little
house (you cannot see it in the picture
because it is hidden by the upper part of
the tower). The tower was being raised

N

he looked into the open door of the little
house but, as it was growing dark, could
see nothing. He became frightened then,
and hurried down the spiral stairs as
fast as he could. To other boys who
were playing about Stirling told what
had happened, and as they looked in-
side the tower at the bottom, there lay
poor little Lyman motionless, quite dead !

While at the top of the tower the two
boys had wondered what was in the little
house, and never dreamed there was no
floor to it; they supposed it was where
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the workmen kept their tools.

This tower is plainly seen, both from
Stirling’s home and that of Lyman’s par-
ents. Oh, how sad they all feel when they
look upon it now! How suddenly poor
little Lyman went to his death—unex-
pectedly,and without a moment’s warning!
It is because of this that I have told you
this sad story, dear children. Whether
this young boy was saved or not, I can-
not say. The Bible says that unless our
sins are washed away in the blood of
Jesus, we cannot be saved. We hope
little Lyman was trusting in Jesus and
had been born again; for the Saviour
says, ‘'Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God,” that
means anyone, men, women, boys or girls
—any one old enough to believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ.

O children, be warned by Lyman’s sud-
den death, and ‘‘ prepare to meet thy
God.” You do not know when you may
die: many die in their youth by diseases,
as well as by accident. If you were to
die, where would your soul be?

C. KNAPP.

[ INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS I

18.—THE LORD SETS NEW STAND:-
ARDS OF LIVING

(Mark 10: 1-31))

Question 1. —How did the Lord heal
many that were sick?
Ans.—chap. 1: 41; Matt. 8: 15.

Q. 2.—Why were little children brought
to Jesus? Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 3.—Who thought He should not be
troubled with them? Ans.—ver. 13.
Q. 4.—What did Jesus feel at what His
disciples had done? Ans.—ver. 14.

Q. 6.—What did He say and do?
Ans.—vers. 14, 16.
Q. 6.—What does e say of those who do

not come to Him simply as these little
children? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 7.—Whom does He invite to come?
Ans.—Isa. 55: 1; Matt. 11: 28.

Q. 8.—Are the rich more welcome than
the poor? Ans.—ver.23; cf. John 6: 37.

Q. 9.—What trust is it that often hinders
the rich from trusting Christ?
Ans.—ver. 24; 1 Tim. 6: 17.

Q. 10.—What hindered the young ruler
from following the Lord?

Ans.—ver. 22.

Q. 11.—What did the disciples exclaim?
Ans.—ver. 26.

Q. 12.—We cannot save ourselves, whe
must save us and do what is imposs
ble to man?

Ans.—ver. 27; John 3: 7; Eph. 2: 8.

BUBLECLASS
c.:".— - y'”'

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

18.—THE LORD SETS NEW STAND-
ARDS OF LIVING

(Mark 10: 1-31.)

Our Lord has now finally left beloved
Galilee and gone to Judea, where the last
scenes of His wondrous life are to be en-
acted. His teaching comes out all the
more clearly in contrast with the for-
malities of Judaism and the partial reve-
lations of the law.

1.—The sacredness of marviags. Vers
1-12.

Ever recady to ensnare the Lord, the
Pharisees ask a question which might
involve llim in denying the law. What
about putting away a wife? Our Lord
refers them to the law, and they reply
that divorce was permitted by Moses.
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Q. 1. Find this provision in the law.

Qur Lord does not deny this, but shows
that it was because of man's hardness of
heart which could not or would not an-
swer to God's purpose in creation,

Q. 2. Find this original order of mar-
riage in the Old Testament, and its quo-
tation in one of the Epistles.

Our Lord plainly tells His disciples
that the violation of this divine order—
save for the cause of fornication, Matt.
5: 32—is adultery.

Q. 3. Find, “The wife is bound by
the law as long as her husband liveth.”

2.—"“Suffer the little children.” Vers.
13-16.

Another domestic subiect of sweet char-
acter. Should not these precious little
ones be guarded by the sanctity of mar-
nage?

Q. 4. Find, “Else were your children
unclean,” etc.

Our Lord loved nature, both animate
and mute. The lilies, the birds, the chil-
dren—each were linked in His thoughts
with the Father. It is only sin, not na-
ture, which has marred this earth.

Q. 5. Find, “The creature {(creation)
was made subject to vanity,” etc.

How confidently should Christian par-
ents bring their little ones to the Lord.

Q. 6. Find, “Take heed that ye de-
spise not one of these little ones.”

3.—"“One thing thou lackest.”” Vers. 17—
22,

It is still lovable nature, but, alas, mar-
red by sin, which we see in this young
man. He was earnest, for he ‘“ran;"”
sincere, as far as he knew his heart;
but he did not know what was in that
heart. Our Lord first tests Him with the
commandments of the second table, as to
man’s duties to his fellow-men. The man
is not convicted by this. Like many
others, he thought he had “loved his
fellow-men.” And yet he was not right
with God. Our Lord must probe him
more deeply. What place had God in his
heart? This is involved in His words to

sell all that he had. e would have a
treasure in heaven, with the Lord’'s path
on earth.
Q. 7. Find, “With all thy heart,” etc.
Q. 8. Find, “Shortof the glory of God.”
Our Lord was not telling the young
man how to be saved, but showing him
the rneed of a Saviour.

4.—A camel through
Vers. 23-27.

Our Lord here enlarges upon this truth.
Humanly speaking it was impossible for
a rich man to enter into the kingdom,
not because of riches, but because of his
trust in, and love for, them.

Q. 9. Find, “That they trust not in
uncertain riches.”

Q. 10. Find, “And is not rich toward
God.”

But grace works niiracles ; indeed every
saved soul is such a miracle.

Q. 11. Find an instance of a rich man
saved.

Q. 12. Find, “
chief.”

5.—Reversals. Vers. 28-31.

Peter declares they have left all for the
Lord. But had they done so as a ground
for salvation ?

Q. 13. Find, “ Not by works of right-
eousness,” etc.

Our Lord reminds them of the sure
reward for faithfulness—even in this life
—but warns against boasting. God will
reverse many thoughts of man in that
day, and all will be of grace.

Q. 14. Find, "“For I am the least of
the apostles.”

a needle’s eye.

Sinners, of whom I am
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 5 TO 8
(Concluded.)

Amsterdam, N, Y. 4, C. M,, A, P, A, E R, L
R, B D..R. V., L. J VanK,, M. I, 1. F,

Anoka, Minn,, {4, M. E. ., R K.
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Baltimore, Md., 4, A. F. S.
L. J., K. G,, L. B. 1L,
W., T. W.

Bowers, I'a., 4, A. H. I,

Buffalo, N. Y., 3, M. A,

Casco, Wis.,, 4, M. I’ A, E. F.

Carlton, Kans.,, 4, E.C. R., 0. E,, E. G, A. G,
R.G. 3P E E.

Chicapo, IlL., 4, H. A, 1., W,
A. 8.

Dunkirk. N. Y., 4, L. A., E. K. A,, A.C.H.,, L
H., E. McL., J. R. McL.

Grand Rapids, Mich., 4, B. J. B, L. B, L. H.C,,

3, A. R. G, F. J.,
C.R., 1.C. ., M. D.

F.1L,E.T.S., R.

E. I, K. E. L, G. H. M G.L.M.,A.V.T,
R. VauK., B. A. W. 1 G, D.H, B. S,
W.W.,.0.W. 2G. B P E. M. T., 8. P.W.
1, R. S. H., Ruth L., E. E L., RoscllnL Wv.
M., C. W.

Hnrrlsburg. Pa.,4, E. B.B.,R. N. R.

Holland, Mlch, ,J. P, P. P.

Islmgton, Mnss,, 4, E. M.G., J. P.

Key West, Fla., 4 N.S,, M.E, J. M. J.,, M. S,
I. DeM.

Minneapolis, Minn., 4, R. B. A,, R. D., D. J. D,,

8. R.F.,J.F, SSW. H, ELI[,M.M.,M.
S. 2 F. C.

Newark, N. 7., 4, A. H. E, E. W.E,, M. E,, H.
P,k I, W.P, M. B.P.

Philadelphia, Pa. (Frankford), 2, A.E. A., F. C.
(Wissahickon), 4,G E.H., B.K., R.N.,,W.B.T.
(West), 4,J.S. F.,, W. F., E. H, Jr., J.W. H.,
J.J. H., D. H. H., J. G.P E. McC L.'A. S.,
W.B.W. 2 W.P. 1,J.

Pittsbarg, Pa , 4, M. L.C., E C C I.C., B. G.,
H.G., J. McT,, R. V. McT., L. S , M.

Rockford, Illinois, 3, E. A., G. E. A. 2 W A,
IAALHLGL,CG , E. B. B,,
M. R, R. A.

Schenecmdy, N.Y,4C.L. 3 M\E.T. 2, H
L.W.,H. E. S. l,TIG.

Trenwn, N.J.,4,B.M. B.,, M. H.C., A. D, C.
D, L.V.G., H.J. H., E.V. H.,, L. V. H., M,
E. }I R. E. H,R J. H., R.P.H., A. H.J,
0. J., P.J., 0. J. M,C L. M, G. R M., J.
M.M., R.M. M., RR. M, C.L.S.,, W. §,
Jr., W.S..Sr,, IILE B,,N.V.S, A.S. 3,J.
F.G.C.,,F. M.C.,G. M., H. . I>,, B. 8., R. P.
2, R H.J.,,G.J.,, EEW.S. 1, E. B.C. (new).
T.D.J,A. J,A. R J, L. K, M. K., F. M.
P.,G. N. P, M.E. P.

Vnnenu\er,B C,4K.D,IL H,J AG,F. R,
G. B. I,

Washington, D.C, 4, N. V. McD., S. J. B., C.E.
E,E.M.8 3,F.S.B.,, M.E.D,, L. M. E.,
M.P.F,NH.,E H,M.MH. 2 V.JC,
G.E.C., M.E,, V.M,, E.J.S,,D.W., F. 1.
W. 1, M. F. B,,C. E. M. B,, L. D., B. H., M.
H., L. A. H, W. H., P.W. H.,, H. H,, E.T.
MceD., J. N., MP, .R., H. 8.

Woodlnn(l Mo 4, E.W. B., B. IlI. B., A. W. B.

/A:phvrhllls, Florldn, 4, F W.S.,E A.S, F.C

F
8, C.RW,KRS8 3N A.F,R LS

ANSWER TO QUESTION 6

For what purpose did Jesus choose (welve special
dusciples !

“In order that they might be with Jlim, and
that He might send them forth to prench the gospel
and cnst out demons, Mk. 3:14,15; and to b
witneases to Him "’ (Acta 1: 8), we learn from W.
T.(Wisan'n), and E. II.(Phila.”). M. A. (Buflnls)
anys, '‘To accompany Him and tn deliver g
Word to the people ; and e also should tell ths
gospel to other sinners, for we were all sinners
once.’”’ . In order to do this E. ‘I S. (Chiwagn)
informs ns, '* We mnst first be with Him, that iz,
come to Him and find in Him our strength ; th
can Hec use us. Without Him we can do noti.
ing.”” Is the reader one whom Jesus can use?

Question |8.—What should one do to ha

eternal life ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ How Albert Speckbacker Died,” rela':s
a boy’s bravery. Can you find out what
it has to do with you?

Memory Verse

“But when Jesus saw it, He was much dis
pleased, and said unto them, Suffer the litte
children to come unto Me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom of God"
(Mark 10: 14).
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Well bound in eloth, 85 cts., postpaid

Entere<i as 8ccond-Claas Matter at the New York Post Office

m—

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL VISITOR
—PUBUSHED WEEKLY—

(U.8) (Can)

100 copla, per anoum, 52 weokn ..$29.00....889.00
e ey 7.50..... 8.29

n @ " “ .. 8.50..... 3.8

Slugle Copy " “ . .50..... .60

Lolzcaux Brothers. | Enst 13th Street. New Yor¥



The Sunday School Disitor

VoL. 18

The Spring-House

UT in the country where we spent
m our vacation last summer, is a
() spring-house in a sheltered spot,
HERIY out of which flows a brooklet of
fresh, cool water. How one enjoys the
cool water bubbling up from a spring in

hot summer days!

Many times as we
walked through the country, we stopped

at this farm, and refreshed ourselves
from the water at the spring-house, to
which we were heartily welcomed. The
lofty trees overshadowing the place, with
the beautiful fields beyond, made the spot
especially attractive, so that we were
sure of stopping there whenever our fre-
quent walks led us past the place.

As heat and dry weather increased
however, we found the flow of water was
getting very small; and shortly after it
stopped altogether.

MAY 12, 1918

No. 19

The next time we passed along the
same road, I heard the children call,
“Father! O Father, come here; a snake
and lizards are in the spring-house.”
And, sure enough, I found the place,
where previously refreshing water had
flowed, was now the dwelling place of
snakes and lizards. So we went to the
farm-house where was a well and pump,

from which water was as readily ob-
tained as ever. It is true it was not so
attractive as the spring-house, but it was
more reliable.

“Yes," said the kind hostess as she came
out, and made us welcome, ' The spring-
house often goes dry in the summer,
when it is hot and dry, but our well here
is deep, and whether wet or dry it’s al-
ways the same.”

Ah, thought I, here is a lesson for us.
How many things in this world are like
this spring-house—pleasant and attrac-
tive indeed to the eye they are for a
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time, but when the time of trinl comes,
when it seemns they are most needed, they
utterly f{nil, and unclcanness is often
found instead of relreshiment.

Dear boys and girls, let this spring-
house be a lesson to you also. You are
attracted by many things that look fair;
they appeal to your youth and hold out
fair promises of enjoyment; and you ask,
*What harm is there in this amusement,
or in picture-shows, or playing cards, or
just a little dance? Everybody does it,
except us.” And so, alas, the young
hearts that were like spring-houses a
while ago, get away from God, enjoy the
things of Christ no longer, the drought
comes, then what ? Is the heart
satisfied and at rest? Ah, no. ' Whoso-
ever drinketh of this water,” said our
Lord to the woman of Samaria, *shall
thirst again” (Jno. 4: 13). F.

Dear young people, you who confess
the Lord as your Saviour, be sure of this:
seeking joy from or with the world or the
things of the world will only leave your
soul barren, your heart unsatisfied: and
instead of the pleasant fruits of right-
eousness and the refreshment you might
bring to others, you will be in great dan-
ger of the unclean things coming to
dwell in your hearts and minds. If you
have already been ensnared in any mea-
sure, confess it to the Lord, and cry to
Him to deliver you. Do like David after
Nathan had come to show him his sin;
he cried to the Lord, “Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from
thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit
from me. Restore unto me thejoy of thy
salvation’ (Ps. 51:10-12). It is a very
serious thing to lose the joy of our salva-
tion. It is the Holy Spirit that gives joy
and peace toGod's people as they walk in
obedience to the Lord ; and if we grieve
Him, who shall keep fresh in our heart
the joy of God's salvation? So the apos-
tle says in Eph. 4: 30, “ Grieve not the holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption.”—[Ed,

[ FOR THE LITTLE ONES

Reeping Guard

OU have a little prisoner,
He's nimble, sharp and clever;
He's sure to get away from you
Unless you watch him ever.

And when he once gets out, he makes
More trouble in an hour

Than you can stop in many a day,
Working with all your power.

He sets your playmates by the ears,
He says what is »not so,

And uses many ugly words,
Not good for you to know.

Quick! fasten tight the ivory gates,
And chain him while he’s young;

For this same dangerous prisoner
Is just your little tongue.

:-—.-*

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS
— 4

19.—CHRIST FACES THE CROSS
(Mark 10: 32-52.)

Question 1.—What did the Lord again
tell His disciples lay before Him at
Jerusalem? Ans.—ver. 33.

Q. ‘2.—What details did He give that
showed He knew what His enemies
would do? Ans.—vers. 33, 34.

Q. 3.—Instead of thinking of His suffer-
ings, what did even those disciples who
knew and loved Him best ask?
Ans.—ver. 37.

Q. 4.—What, if Christians follow their
Lord, must come before they can reign
with Him? Ans.—2 Tim. 2: 12.

Q. 5.—Why has God given the Lord Jesus
the name above every name?
Ans.—Phil. 2:8,9.

- -._.-‘P
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Q. 6.—What is thedifference between the
great of this world, and true greatness
in the eyes of God?

Ans.—vers. 42, 44.

Q. 7.—What great example of this is
there before our eyes?
Ans.—ver. 45.

Q. 8.—Men are blind to Jesus like Barti-
meus, but what made the Lord stand
still in His journey?

Ans.—vers. 47, 48.

Q. 9.—When he cried for mercy what did
the Lord do? Ans.—ver. 49.

Q. 10.—\What was the only thing the
blind man could do?
Ans.—vers. 47, 50, 51 (I. p.); comp.
Eph. 2:8, 9.

Q. 11.—What did Jesus say?
Ans.—ver. 52.

Q. 12.—What was the beggar’s way after

that? Ans.—ver. 52 (l. p.).
OUR o=t
/ . BuBLECLASS
b
g N [P .y-,
<3 = .

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

19.—CHRIST FACES THE CROSS
(Mark 10: 32-52.)

We are now to follow the Lord up to
the last great act of obedience —unto
death. May we too be amazed as we
follow Him.

1.—Up to Jerusalem. Vers. 32-34.

What amazed the disciples? Did they
catch a glimpse of that devotion that
filled His heart?

Q. 1. Find, " How am I straitened until
it be accomplished."”

Q. 2. Find, ‘“ The zeal of thy house
hath eaten me up.”

They fear, as they follow, awed by that

zeal, and perhaps feeling their own dan-
ger.

Q. 3. Find, “Let us also go, that we
may die with Him.”

Again our Lord tells them what awaits
Him at Jerusalem. [/e was not taken by
surprise.

Q. 4. Tind, “Therefore have I set my
face like a flint."”

We may see the fruit of grace working
similarlyin a beloved servant who had
the mind of Christ.

Q. 5. Find, " Neither count I my life
dear unto myself.”

Paul also looked forward to the resur-
rection.

In this prediction, our Lord dwells upon
all the details—condemnation by priests,
deliverance to Gentiles, mocking, scourg-
ing, spitting—all was known to Him.

Q. 6. Find, “I hid not my face from
shame and spitting.”

2.—A place of honor. Vers. 35—40.

Again we have natural pride intruding
into the holiest scene. James and John,
two of the leading disciples, so far forget
their Maker as to ask for a place of dis-
tinction in His eventual kingdom. We
must admit this showed their faith that
He would have a kingdom; but how
sadly out of place to makesuch a request
at such a time—asking for honor, and at
the expense of their brethren! But the
blessed Master patiently deals with them.
It was not time to think of the kingdom,
but of the cross.

Q. 7. Find, “My kingdom is not of this
world.”

It is His cup, His baptism unto death,
that He speaks of to them. Were they
ready for that? Yes, they say: and He
knows their sincerity, though what it in-
volved they little realized.

Q. 8. What was James' end?

John too was to learn many needed
and precious lessons ere going home to
the Lord, and this request of his then
was farthest from his desires.

Q. 9. Find, " He laid down His life for
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us; and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren."”

John had learned his lesson then, and
he could therefore leave all thought of
reward aside.

Q. 10. Find, “Cast their crowns be-
fore the throne.”

3.—True greatness. Vers. 41-45.

How beautiful is the answer of our Lord
to the otherdisciples’ indignation. To be
great in God's kingdom, is capacity for
service—not to be served, or be in
high authority. Let the world have its
high rules; He sets another ideal before
the twelve—the greatness of lowliness,
Himself the embodiment of this. He
came to give, to serve, yea, even unto
death.

Q.11. Find, "
that serveth.”

One day He will be displayed in all His
glory to our wondering eyes, but even
then all will have a sweeter lustre, as we
tbink how He served, and shall forever.

Q. 12. Find, “And come forth to serve
them.”

Our joy in heaven will be not so much
the crown He gives as the privilege to
serve Him.

Q. 13. Find, " His servants shall serve
Him.”

4.— The blind eyes opened. Vers. 46-52.

Our Lord begins this last journey with
service—typical of grace to the sinner,
and of the day yet to come when blind
Israel’s eyes shall be opened.

Q. 14. Find, “When it (Israel) shall
turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken
away.”

The details are all beautiful—the cry
of the needy beggar, his persistence, his
faith, the Lord’s response. He is set free
to “go thy way,” but there is only one
way for the man with eyes opened —
he “ followed Jesus in the way.”

[ am among you as He
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 7

What ia the ‘‘good seed’’ which should be sown in the
heart and mind of hearers?

‘“The seed is the word of Go«l,”’ is shown from
Mark 4: 14 by E. R. (Allen’n), L. H. C. and H
G. (Gr. Rapids) and others, and E. B. (Harris'g
refers to Hosea 10: 12, and 1 Thess. 2:13. F. B
(Wash’n) pointato 1 Pet.1:23, and R. N.(Wissa'n
snys it ig, ‘' Sulvation [ull and free, without mone)
and without price. Christ died for the ungodly
Juno. 3:16.” A.W. B.(Wood’d) says, ** The eee.
is the word of God, aud is alike to all ; it ias th:
ground in which it is sown that is different,’’ and
A.H F.(Bowers) tells us, *' The Bible is the word
of God and in this Book is found the good seed
the good news of salvation.”’ If this is received i
the heart, it becomes good seed to them, Eccl. 11:6

Question 19.—What made blind Bartimeus
whole ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

*“The Ark and the Dove’’ tells us how
our days are like those of Noah, both as
to a sure coming judgment and a refuge

from it in an ark already provided by
God.

- -

Memory Verse

“And Jesus stood stll, and commanded him
to be called. And they called the blind man,

saying unto him, Be of good comfort, nse ; He

calleth thee " (Mark 10: 49).
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The Labrador Eskimos

N a previous number of the Visitor
we have given you a picture of
Hopedale, a settlement on the
Labrador coast. Here now is a
group of Eskimos who live in another
settlement called Nafn, further north on
the same coast. Eskimos have dark
faces like the Indians, and are thought
to be of the same origin, that is, that
they came from Asia. But how long ago
none can tell. As they trade with ves-
sels, and fishermen from Newfoundland
come up every summer, they wear
clothes as we do, instead of skins and
furs as the northern Greenland Eskimos
do. They smoke, too, and are rather
proud of their pipes. This bad habit

they probably have learned from the
Newfoundland fishermen.

Before the Moravian missionaries came
among the Greenland Eskimos over one
hundred years ago, the Eskimos were all
heathen, that is, they did not know the
only true God, nor the Lord Jesus who
came from heaven to ‘‘save His people
from their sins’’ (Matt. 1: 21). The mis-
sionaries had very difficult and very try-
ing times in Greenland—that large and
desolate island north-east of Labra-
dor. The poor Eskimos were very ignor-
ant but superstitious; very unclean and
degraded; wvery poor and thievish, so that
the kind missionaries that had come from
Norway and Iceland to do them good and
teach them of the true God and our Sa-
viour Jesus Christ, had great difficulty
to keep any of the stores of food that
were sent them from the home country.




78 THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOPR

At length, after many long years of
discouragements and hardships, the mis-
sionaries were gladdened by a blessed
work of the Spirit of God among the
Eskimos, and great changes took place
among them. So they built small chapels
where the missionaries preached to the
people, and kept little schools for the
children when they were able to come.
Lying, stealing and other wicked things
were largely done away, as well as the
great poverty and filthy habits. All this,
dear children, was the result of hearing
and receiving the word of God in their
hearts.

From Greenland some missionaries
went to Labrador to bring the word of
God there too. You have seen a picture
of “Hopedale''; the Eskimos in our pic-
ture are from '‘Nain.” Further north
still is “Hebron,” and ‘““Ramah.” These
are three Bible names, as I hope you all
remember. It shows that the missiona-
ries had the Bible stories in mind. You
will remember that as Jesus came to the
city of Nain one day, a funeral proces-
sion was coming out of the city. A
widow's only son had died, and they
were carrying his body to the cemetery.
But Jesus, full of compassion for the poor
widow, stopped the procession, and said
to the dead body, “ Young man! I say
unto thee, arise! And he that was dead
sat up, and began to speak’’ (Luke 7: 14).
What love and compassion was in our
dear Saviour toward those in sorrow!
And He is the same to-day—the very
same Jesus. Was not that wonderful to
see the procession stop, and at the word
of Jesus see the young man sit up and
speak, instead of being buried !

Well, the Lord Jesus is going to do
greater things than this, He is going to
call all His own that have died; they
shall hear His voice and arise in spiritual,
glorified bodies like the Lord's, and we
who have Christ, shall be changed in a
moment, and with the risen dead shall
go to meet the Lord in the air? Will
you, dear young recader, be one of them?

You can read it from the word of God in
1 Thess. 4: 15-17.

As to the two other names you can find
that IHebron was the place where Abra.
ham came, and pitched his tent and built
an altar there to the Lord (Gen. 13: 18):
there also he buried his dear Sarah
(Gen. 23: 19, 20); there also himself,
and Isaac and Rebecca, and Leah and
Jacob were buried afterwards (Gen. 49
29-32).

As to Ramabh, the birthplace and dwell
ing of Samuel, you can see what is said
about it in 1 Sam., chs.1; 2: 11; 7:15-17
19: 18-22 and 25: 1.

R. B. EAMESs.

Something for Children to do

There is something on earth for the children to do,
For the child who is striving to be

Like the One who once murmured in accents
of love,

“I.et the little ones come unto Me."

There are lessons to learn, both at home and in
school ;

There are battles to fight for the nght;

There's a watch to be kept o’er temper and
tongue,

And God's help to be asked day and night.

There are smiles to be given, kind deeds to be
done,

Gentle words to be dropped by the way :
For the child who is trying to follow the Lord
There is something to do every day.
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I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS—I

20.—CHRIST EXERCISING KINGLY
AUTHORITY

(Mark 11: 1-33.)

Question 1.—What prophecy did the Lord
fulfil in His manner of entry into Jeru-
salem? Ans.—Zech. 9:9.

Q. 2.—Upon what kind of colt did He
ride? Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 3.—In riding on the unbroken colt,
over what did He show His dominion ?
Ans.—Ps. 8: 6, 7.

Q. 4.—How did He show His power over
men when He wished to assert it ?
Ans.—vers. 3, 6.

Q. 5.—What did those who met Him and
followed Him cry? Ans.—vers. 9, 10.

Q. 6.—Where did the Lord go when He
reached Jerusalem, and what did He
do there? Ans.—ver. 11.

Q 7.—What is said of the eyes of the
LLord when He comes to judge?
Ans.—Rev. 1:14; 2:18.

Q. 8.—What does He see?

Ans.—Prov. 15: 3; Heb. 4:13.

Q. 9.—What did He do on returning to
Jerusalem next day ?

Ans.—ver. 15, 16.

Q. 10.—God sees everything we do; why
do men often continue to do evil?
Ans.—Eccl. 8:11; Rom. 2: 4.

Q. 11.—Why is God long-suffering and
patient with people?

Ans.—2 Pet. 3: 9.

Q. 12.—What is preached to all, but what
warning is given to all who despise
God’s mercy?

Ans.—Acts 13: 38, 40, 41.

—
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Lessons_/r_'om the Gospel of Mark

20.—CHRIST EXERCISING KINGLY
AUTHORITY

(Mark 11:1-33.)

Solemn is the thought that these last
scenes of our Lord’s suffering, rejection,
and death, should take place at Jerusa-
lem—"the city of the great King.” But
so it was: those who had had the great-
est privileges showed themselves the
greatest enemies.

Q. 1. Find, “It cannot be that a pro-
phet perish out of Jerusalem.”

1.—The triumphant entry. Vers. 1-11.

All is very typical, we may well be-
lieve, and therefore need not be surprised
that our Lord performs this typical act,
well knowing of His approaching cruci-
fixion. The ass’s colt is typical of Israel
in its natural rebelliousness, and yet sug-
gesting the day yet to come when the
people shall truly welcome Him.

Q. 2. Find, " Though man be born
like a wild ass's colt.”

Q. 3. Find, “ Thy people shall be will-
ing in the day of thy power.”

We note the sovereignty of our Lord
in taking possession of the colt. All
things are His, and this will be manifest
in the day of His power.

Q. 4. Find, “ Lift up your heads . . .
and the King of glory shall come in.”

This entry now follows. The Lord en-
ters the city amid the hosannas of His
people. Not all the enmily of the lead-
ers could prevent the fulilment of Scrip-
ture.

Q. 5. Find, “ Behold, thy King cometh
unto thee,” etc.

The stones would cry aloud, says our
Lord, if these should hold their peace,
and the praises of the little children are
welcome.

Q. 6, Find some of the accounts of
thie scene in the other Gospels.
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Thas is the second point of exaltation
of our Lord during His lowly path.

Q. 7. What was the other?

But He is not swerved from Ilis pur-
pose. e looks around upon all the gran.
deur of the temple and quietly with.

draws to lodge outside the city. Truly
the Glory was departing.
2.—Purging the temple. Vers. 15-19.

This act is alsosymbolic and prophetic.
The people are however not ready to re-
ceive Him,

Q. 8. Find a similar act at the begin-
ning of His ministry,

3.—The barren fig tree. Vers. 12-14;
20-26.

We have transposed this act, and will
look at its two parts together. Of course
the main thought is in the typical teach-
ing. Israel had had every opportunity,
but had brought forth no fruit.

Q. 9. Find the fig tree planted in a
vineyard.

Q. 10. Find, “ It brought forth wild
grapes.”

What can be done with a fruitless tree ?
It pronounces its own doom—abiding
fruitlessness. The Lord links this judg-
ment upon Israel with the power of faith,
for God does not delight in judgment,
and would draw blessing from His
“strange act.” How slow we are to be-
lieve.

Q. 11. Find, " Slow of heart to believe.”

Notice too that faith is connected with
lessons of forgiveness. Prayer from an
unforgiving heart brings no answers.

Q. 12. Find, “Even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you.”

4.—" By what authority ?*’ Vers. 27-33.

Always sticklers for their own author-
ity and dignity, the leaders ask our Lord
to show His credentials. By what right
does He thussweep away traffickers from
the temple? His answer shows that they
cannot understand Him until they bow to
the testimony of John the Baptist as to
themselves.

Q 13. Find, “

Except ye repent,’’ etc.

And so it is at this day, No one bLut
the penitent sinner ciin recognize the full
truth about the Lord Jesun.

Q. 14. Find, “Is not thia the Christ?"

l "{0‘:“‘::0‘., ”100.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 8
WhAat are we to hear?

That most important warning in Mark 4: 24,
*“T'nke heed what ye hear,'’ hns been given hy |,
R. C. (Pitta’'g), who nlso ndds 1 Klugs 8: 68 and
Pa. 119: 9, 36. The value nnd ncoessity ol hear-
ing God's wonl. either written or preached
shown by reference to John 6: 24 by E M. I,
(Dunkirk), and E.W. B. (Wood'd); to John
47 and 18: 37 by L. A. (Dankirk), D. J. D.(M
polis) and B. K. (Wisaa’n); to Rev. 3: 20 by ¢
E.(Cnriton), M. W. (Balt’o.), M. A. M. (Allen'u);
tol Pet. 2: 2 by H. G. (Gr. Rapida) and [.
(Vnncou\cr) L. H. C. (Gr. Rapids) quotes Kor
10: 17, adding, ‘‘Henring the word of God lenls
to faith.”” R. VanK. snd G. L. M. (Gr. Rapid«)
write us, ‘‘It is to hear the voice of the Son ol
God” (Actsa 3:22), while R, L. 8, (Zeplh'bhilia)
anys, ‘‘God wishes na to hear only that which is
pure. holy and good.”” Let ench one take this
truth home—in henrt and life ?

Question 20.—W hat is the ground on which

God answers prayer ?

>

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Where is Happiness to be Found ?' not
only asks the question, as anyone may do,
but answers it, and says where alone it
is to be found.

—_— *se _

Memory Verse

“And they that went before, and they that
followed, cned, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is

He that cometh in the name of the Lord”
(Mark 11: 9)
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The Way of the Ungodly Shall Pensh

(Ps. 1: 6.)

BOUT twenty-five years ago a
fleet of sponging vessels was laid
up because of bad weather at
one of the Florida Keys called
Rock Island. On these occa-

MAY 26 1918

He was on board the tug, Geo. W. Childs,
and with a companion was in a part of
the boat’s hold when a steam pipe burst,
and they were both brought into Key
West almost cooked to the bone, and
quite dead. What a dreadful end!

Boys and girls—and especially boys,

sions the men and boys en-
gaged in the sponge fishing
(or “sponging” as they call it)
spend the time in various
ways. Some try to catch fish;
others go ashore to hunt or
play games, or ramble along
the beach, while still others
remain aboard the vessels to
read, or play cards.

In the cabin of one of these
schooners some men were at
cards, when a boy sixteen
years old came down to watch
the game. Some earnest dis-
ciple of Christ had spread a
few tracts over the seat, and
this boy picked one of them
up. It was “ JoHN, THREE-
SIXTEEN.” “Aw,” he said,
“that’s stale!” and threw the
precious message down.

How terrible, dear children,
for any one to treat God’s
message to man in that way.
Do you know what John 3:16
is? It is, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
And this boy wickedly called
it “stale,” and trod it un-
der foot. You will not be
surprised when I tell you
what happened to him only
a few weeks later.

————

(o one Hf”“ Florida lnyA with K., R. Viaduct juuu ’\t_/ to Ke v

on to Ken West. Flua.
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remember what is written in Galatians

6:7: “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.” To scorn or
treat lightly the precious word of the
living God is a fearful sin, and almost
unpardonable. And when the portion so
slighted or insulted is a text telling of
God's love and mercy to the world, dis-
played in the gift of His Son Jesus Christ,
like John 3: 16, it is specially heinous,
and such a crime as must bring down on
the head of the offender the sure, if not
swift judgment of God, unless long-suff-
ering grace holds back the merited pun-
ishment to give the guilty one time and
space for repentance.

Oh, children, do not trifle with, or even
in a joking way, quote Holy Scripture.
God says He has magnified His word
above [or according to] all His name; so
it behooves us to treat it with all due
reverence and respect. Have you heard
the beautiful story of little King Edward
VI., of England, how once, when playing
with other children, one of them was go-
ing to use the large family Bible to stand
upon, while trying to reach something on
a shelf? The young prince stopped him,
saying it was not right to use God’s holy
Book in that way.

And think of anyone calling John 3:16
‘stale!” Oh, how can such a message
of love ever become stale to one who
knows himself a sinner, and that there
was no other way for God to save him
but by the sacrifice of His own dear Son.
Yet I have had young men in the street
call after me mockingly, ‘“John, three,
sixteen!" What a wonder it is that God
bears with such wicked mockers. But
God is love, as well as very great and
glorious.  Scripture says, He is “ not
willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.”

Have you, dear child, come to repent-
ance? For remember, much as God
loves you, He cannot save you unless
you repent—until you feel and own your-
self a sinner. And Scripture says it is

the goodness of God that leads men to
repentance. Then let His wonderful good-
ness, as told out in lovely " John, three,
sixteen,” lead you to repentance right
now; and may you believe in God’s only
begotten Son, that you may not perish,
but have everlasting life.

““John, three, sixtecen'—can it ever
grow stale? Never, never, NEVER!
C. KNarr,

I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

L =

21.—THE LORD SILENCES HIS
ADVERSARIES (Mark 12: 1-44.)

Question 1.—What did a man who went
to live in a far country once do?
Ans.—ver. 1.

Q. 2—Why did he send to the husband
men in his vineyard, and how were
his servants treated ? Ans.—vers. 2-5.

Q. 3.—Whom did he at last send, and
with what result? Ans.—vers. 6, 8.

Q. 4.—What did the Lord mean by the
vineyard? Ans.—I[sa. 5:7.

Q. 5.—How had the Jews treated God's
messengers? Ans.—2 Chron. 36: 16.

Q. 6.—Whom did God at last send ?
Ans.—John 3: 16.

Q. 7—How did they treat Him ?
Ans.—Acts 7 : 52.

Q. 8.—What warning was given as to
those wicked husbandmen ?
Ans.—ver. 9.

Q. 9.—Did the Lord’s warning have any
effect on the Jews?

Ans.—vers. 12 (f. p.), 13.

Q. 10.—The Lord knew they meant to
kill Him, but He went on His way;
why had He come to earth?
Ans.—chap. 10: 45.

Q. 11.—What feeling was there in His
heart toward us that made lim do
this? Ans.—LEph. 3:19; 1 John 4:19.

Q. 12.—What blessed message do God's
servants now bring to us?

Ans.—Acts 13: 38, 39; 17: 30, 31.

Q. 13.—What do they warn you of ?

Ans.—Acts 17 : 31.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

21.—THE LORD SILENCES HIS
ADVERSARIES.

(Mark 12 : 1-44.)

Our lesson to-day is very full, with
many details. It is our Lord’s last ad-
dress to the people. The following chap-
ter is the great prophetic discourse with
His disciples. These close His ministry,
bringing us to the final, solemn, yet bles-
sed scenes.

1.—The Heir and the vineyard. Vers.
1-12.

The parable has most important les-
sons, but requires little elucidation. Is-
rael is the vineyard.

Q. 1. Find, “The vineyard of the
Lord of hosts is the house of Israel.”

The hedge is the separation of the na-
tion from the Gentiles.

Q. 2. Find, “Why hast thou broken
down her hedges?’ etc.

The winefat was for the production of
wine, and the tower for the watchman—
every need was provided for.

Q. 3. Find, *“ What nation is there so
great, that hath statutes?' etc.

The husbandmen were the leaders and
rulers of the nation.

Q. 4. Find, “The scribes and the Phari-
sees sit in Moses' seat.”

The various servants sent for fruit are
the prophets.

Q. 5. Find, O Jerusalem, . .
killest the prophets,’” etc.

The “One Son" (ver 6) is, of course,
the Son of God.

Q. 6. Find, “ Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son."

. which

Q. 7. Find, “ The Just One, of whom
ye have been now the betrayers and mur-
derers.”

Q. 8. Find, " This is the stone which
was set at naught,” etc.

2. —Tribute to Ceesar. Vers. 13~-17.

Our Lord ever answered honest in-
quiry, but these men were not seeking
light or truth, but to entangle Him. His
reply therefore is suited to them—an
appeal to their conscience. They used
Casar's money, they were under his au-
thority : let them obey him, then, but let
them turn to that God whom they had
forgotten and dishonored.

Q. 9. Find, “Let every soul be subject
to the higher powers."”

3.—The Sadducees and the resurrection.
Vers. 18-27.

Similarly the Sadducees (skeptics and
deniers of the word of God) are met and
answered. First, their foolish question
as to marriage in the world to come is
answered by showing their failure to re-
alize the unseen glories of that blessed
home of God's children.

Q. 10. Find, “Flesh and blood shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Next, from the Pentateuch, which they
professed to believe, the Lord shows that
God is a living God, and His sway is over
living souls : He says, 1 am the God of
Abraham”—not I was. A solemn testi-
mony to the realities of eternity.

4.—The great commandment. Vers.28—
34.

What divine and holy insight into the
law of God is disclosed in these few words
of our Lord—a quotation indeed from
the law. Love is its principle, expressed
in its two tables—love to God, and love
to man.

Q. 11.
the law."”

Therefore there must be new birth be-
fore the spirit of the law can find an ex-
pression in the heart of man.

Q. 12. Find, “ The carnal mind is en-
mity against God."”

Find, “Love is the fulfilling of
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Q. 13. Find, "“"We love llim, because
He first loved us."”

Thus only cian the law find a righteous
fulfilment in the hearts of men who by
nature are away from God. To see this
is to be not far from the kingdom of God.
To receive the truth by faith in Christ is
to be of and in the kingdom.

5—The Son of David, and Iis Lord.
Vers. 35-37.

Thus we are led to the crucial ques-
tion: “What think ye of Christ?” Even
if accepted as Messiah, that is not all—
He is Lord and Sovereign.

Q. 14. Find, "“That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow.”

6.—""Beware of the scribes.” Vers. 38-40.

How fitting is the warning about the
empty formalism and pride of the legal-
ist. [For them everything centered about
self; for faith everything centers about
Christ.

7.—7The true greatness. Vers. 41—44.

In contrast with the vanity of human
pride, is the true-hearted devotion of an
empty hand, as we might say, which in
love gives its all to God. Most blessed
contrast; mostneededlesson for all time.

Q. 15. Find, "‘She hath done what she
could.”

l THE LETTER BOX
& \

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 9 TO 12

The Agures indicate the number of Questiona answered
by each one.

Albany, N.Y , 4, EE B, LJ.B,I1l.C, E.N ,C.N.
Alleutown, Penn., 4, M. A. M., (. L. M., R. A,
R,EF. R 3, ME,B R,A W. 2408
H.,Q. I M., ML H,, IRC. L., E. M. M.
I, EER,GC W..N W,
Amsterdam, N. Y. 4, L.R. H,C. M., A.E. R,
L.R,B.D.. RV, L J.VanK, I1. F,, H. O. M.
4, M. E 11, Ruth K.
F.J, L J,

Anoka, Minn,,

Baltimore, M, 4, K. G,, E. B. 1.,
RT.P,CHR,LOR, A.F.8,M. DYV,

Bowers, Pa., 4, A, 1. F.

(Gomeluded fn next number,)

VISITOR

DELAYRED ANBWERB

To Quen. b, 6, . N. D. (Vancouver), ToQuen,
6toB, J MA,W E A, IlLC,B. B O, (Min
pulla), L. M, l! . (()Hnwn) 'l‘n Quien, 0, J. N,
M. B, (Wnah'n). To Ques. (-8, C. L., M. I
(Wnsh'n).  To Quen. 7, O. D. J. (I(eminglmn)
To Ques. 8, N. 1. (Wnah'n).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 9

How waa the power of Jeaua shown in Mark 4: 397

“*In this seripture Jesus showa Hias power over
creation: He is our Crentor, Hel. 1:2,” is the
thought of W. W. ((r. Rapida), B. K. (Wira'n)
and [. R. (Balto.),who nlso refer to Pa. 89: 0); 03
4; 107: 28, 20 andd Prov. 8:28.  ““ The wind an
the aea obeying His will, ver. 41, wnnysJ. L
(Ottnwa); and ** Why shouldn't He have powe
over the winds and sens, when e minde then
asks O. V. (Gr. Rapids). -*His power was show
beenuse all nature obeys Him,' says J. 8. F
(Phil’n. ). **No mere man can control the =«
and the wind,”” pointsa out A. W. B. (Wood'd)
therefore B. J. B. (Gr. Rapids) and M. J[. B. (St
Louig) tell us that thia shows that Jesus is God
E. W. B. (Wood'd) answers, ‘‘ Aithough Jesu
took unpon Himsell the form of a Man, He still
had power over everything as Creator,”’ and yct
He died for us.

Question 2 |.—How does God want us to
give to Him ?

oe o —

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Not without Blood’’' tells us how we
can enter into the very presence of God,
and how God has Himself rent the veil.

—rer—

Memory Verse

“And Jesus answering said unto them, Ren-

der to Ceesar the things that are Ceesar's, and
to God thelhmgs that are Cod' N (Mk 12: |7)

Kulervd as 8econd-Clos .\lnller at llw how \ ork l'ml Omm
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VICTORY THROUGH THE
BLOOD OF THE LAMB

HE Good Shepherd, who gave His
life for His sheep, called one of
our young readers, a few days
ago, away from the earth to Him-
self in the Father's house above.

Theresa H was but ten years old
when she gave her heart to the Lord. An
evangelist, Mr. R , was staying a few
days with her parents, and, as a true
servant of the Lord Jesus, he took the
opportunity to speak to the young girl
as to her soul’s salvation, and of the
Saviour who gave His life for us, that
washed from our sins, we might be fitted
to be with Him in His home of light and
love. Theresa then believed God, and re-
ceived Jesus as her Saviour. After this,
when questioned as to how she knew she
was saved, she would turn to, or repeat
those scriptures on which her faith rested
with confidence. You can see yourself
what was the ground of her joy and
peace by the following verse which she
wrote on the fly-leaf of her Bible:

* Twas grace first made me know my sin;
Grace taught me to belicve ;

Then, in believing, peace I found,
And now in Christ | live.”

Some of our young readers may think
that now Theresa’'s life would be all
bright and happy; but the Lord chose
otherwise for His young disciple. Illness
and pain was the way appointed tor her
in the few following years she was to re-
main here. When able, she loved to go
with her mother to visit and give tracts
among the poor in the hospitals. The
last place they visited together was the
County Hospital, about three months be-
fore she died, and when she saw the sor-
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row and need of these poor sufferers, her
heart went out after them. After reach-
ing home, and reading in her Bible for a
time, she closed the book, and said, ** If
the Lord should raise me up, I want to
go from hospital to hospital to tell the
inmates of my Saviour.”

However, the Lord’'s ways, often, are
not our ways, and instead of getting well,
Theresa became very ill, and after three
months of sickness, the physician gave
no hope of her recovery. She knew that
the end of her life on earth was near;
she was ready to go; and in her last
week she gave much comfort to her par-
ents.

On Lord's day, March 17th, she asked
her sister to play the following hymn,
while she sang the first verse and chorus:

**Come to the Saviour, make no delay;
Here in His Word He shows us the way;
Here in our midst HHe's standing to-day,

Tenderly saying, ‘Come!’

“Joyful, joyful will the meeting be
When from sin our hearts are pure and free,
And we shall gather, Saviour, with Thee,
In our cternal home!"’

On Monday morning she asked for
her father and mother, and repeated for
their comfort, “As thy days, so shall thy
strength be.” Then she said, "' Oh, it is
beautiful, beautiful 1" “What is it,dear? "
asked her mother. ‘““The lambs are gath-
ered to be scattered no more,” she an-
swered; and she praised the Lord with
singing.

After that she called for her sister and
for her brothers, and asked cach of them
to meet her in heaven. To her mother
she snid : * Mother, dcar, it waa youwho
led me to the Lord Jesus; and when [ am
gone, tell them all (naming her different
relatives) what Jesus has done for me,
that they also may come to Him, for |



8G THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOR

want to meet them all in heaven. And,
mother, in the hospitals, tell them all of
Jesus our Saviour.”

A brother having come in, she said to
him, 1 have never served the lLord as |
ought ; will you, in my place, serve Him
with all your strength, and with your
lips? Oh, do this for me;"” and on his
answering that he would seek to do so,
she pronounced a blessing upon him.

In all that Monday afternoon she was
very happy. Then, as the night came on,
her sufferings became very great; still
she would say, “I am so happy!” About
half an hour before she passed away, the
pains left her entirely ; her spirit then
arose in prayer, and she repeated, “Our
Father which art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done . . .”

These were her last words—no need to
ask for daily bread—and she passed into
the presence of her Saviour without a
struggle, in the early hours of March
19th, 1918.

“Therefore are they belore the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple ; and He that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them. They shall hun-
ger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
For the Lamb which is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters: and God
shall wipe away all tears [rom their eyes”’

(Rev. 7: 15-17).

] INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS ]

22.—CHRIST WARNS AND COMFORTS
HIS FRIENDS

(Mark 13:1—14:9.)

Question 1.—What did the Lord tell His
disciples must take place on the earth?
Ans.—chap. 13: 8, 9.

Q. 2.—What is said of that time?
Ans.—ver. 19,

Q. 3.—Who will come to set all thingg
right? Ans.—ver. 26.

Q. 4.—He first came as a babe, meek and
lowly ; how will He next come to earth?
Ans.—ver. 2G6; 2 Thess. 1: 7-10.

Q. 5.—Is He sure tocome? Ans.—ver. 3].

Q. 6.—When will He come?

Ans.—ver. 32.

Q. 7.—What is everyone told to do?
Ans.—vers. 35, 37.

Q. 8.—Whilst the Lord was comforting
His disciples, what were His enemie
doing ? Ans.—chap. 14: 1.

Q. 9.—What did one woman do for th
Lord when they were planning to ki
Him? Ans.—ver. 3.

Q. 10.—What did even the disciples thin
and say of this? Ans.—vers. 4, 5.

Q. 11.—What did Jesus say ?
Ans.—vers. 6-8.

Q. 12.—Will her act ever be forgotten?
Ans.—ver. 9.

OUR
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

22 —CHRIST WARNS AND COMFORTS
HIS FRIENDS

(Mark 13:1—14:9.)

We have here in somewhat briefer form
than in Matthew the great Prophetic Dis-
course of our Lord.

1.—The overthrow of the temple.
1, 2.

The scribes taught the establishment
of the temple and the glory of Israel as
that which was to be fulfilled by man’s
power, refusing the necessity of God's
judgment of sin and the nation. They
thus ignored both the fact of sin and the

Vers.
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nced of Christ as the sin-bearer, so clearly
pointed to in the prophets.

Q. 1. TFind, “At this house, which is
high, everyone that passeth by it shall be
astonished.”

Q. 2. Find, “For the transgression of
my people was He stricken.”

2.—The signs of the end. Vers. 3-8.

In answer to the disciple's questions,
our Lord predicts, not an era of gradual
peace and blessing, but one of war, an-
archy and confusion. Let it be borne in
mind that these wars do not refer to any
of the many which have taken place dur-
ing the Christian era, but to those yet to
come after the Church has been called
home by the Lord’s coming for His
saints. This is the most important point
in all prophetic study. Without a clear
understanding of this, there can be no
true apprehension of the great truths
as to the future.

Q. 3. Find, * Our conversation (citizen-
ship) is in heaven.”

Q. 4. Find, " To wait for His Son from
heaven.”
Q. 5.

body.”

These, and many other scriptures, show
that during the present dispensation all
the prophecies as to Israel and the earth-
ly kingdom of our Lord, are in abey-
ance. This discourse which we are study-
ing refers to a time after the gathering
home of the Church. It is the time des-
cribed in the book of Revelation, chs. 6
to 18, where we have much of the
imagery and the details of the present
chapter. Another word: The disciples
of our Lord were Jews, still on Jewish
ground, and the truth of the Church had
not yet been made known to them. They
are therefore necessarily addressed as of
the earthly kingdom, although later on
they were to pass into the Church, when
that was established.

Q. 6. Find, “I have many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now."”

Find, “ The Church, which is His

3.—Persecitions., Vers. 9-13.

Persecutions began with our Lord's dis
ciples, but our Lord's predictions pass on
to the future of which we have spoken.

Q. 7. Find, “ Whosoever killeth you
will think that he doeth God service.”

The history of early Christianity is full
of the sufferings of God’s people—but
the sufferings of the last days after the
removal of the Church will far exceed
these.

Q. 8. Find, “He that letteth (with-
holds) shall withhold, until He be taken
out of the way.”

When the Holy Spirit is taken away,
with the Church, evil will be fully mani-
fest in all its appalling horror.

Vers. 14-23.

This time of unparalleled trial is here
described. While the destruction of Jeru-
salem under Titus was a foreshadow of
this time, the reality is reserved for the
last days.

Q. 9. Find, “It was given unto him
(the Beast) to make war with the saints.”

The * image of the beast,” is the abom-
ination—the abominable worship of the
Roman Empire’s Ruler, who, with the
Antichrist, the false Jewish Messiah, shall
claim divine authority.

Q. 10. Find, “Showing himself (the
Antichrist) that he is God.”

Q. 11. Find, “ The image of the beast
(the Gentile ruler).

5.—The appearing. Vers. 24-31.

In the midst of all the fearful tribula-
tion, the Son of Man will appear to judge
the earth and take His kingdom.

Q. 12. Find,“ Behold, He cometh with
clouds.”

6.—The time unknown. Vers.32-37.

Even in the last days, the exact time
of the Lord’s return will not be known;
and this is even more true now. The
Son Himself, as Man, leaves all in His
Father’s hands.

Q. 13. Find, “It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons.’

4.—The great tribulalion.
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T.—The Anointing. Ch. 14: 1-9,

Most sweet and beautiful is this act of
faith and love, at the time of our Lord's
rcjection. Let us imitate the spirit of this
dear woman, the fragrance of whose act
is still with us.

Q. 14. Who was this woman?

The Toetter TBox

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 9 TO 12
(Concluded.)

Bufalo, N. Y., 4, E. McH. 3, M. A.

Casco, Wis,, 4, E F., M. 1. A.

Chicago, I1., 4, E.T. 8, W. F. H., H. A. H., G.
L., &t A 8.

Concord, Mass., 4, A. D,

Grand Rapids, Mich., 4, B. J. B., L. B.,, L. H. C.,
.G, D. H, E I, G. H. M., A.Vander T. 3,
C.H..K.EL,G. L M, G. B. P, RVank,,
O.W. LIRL,EEL,G.L, E M.T,s.
W, Wow.

Holland, Mich., 4, J. ., P. P.

Islington, Mn«s, 4, E. M. G., E. M. C., J
R M, H.C. 8, M.G. S.,, H. A. 8., L.

N.

1,C. W.

E G 8
Key West, Fin., 4, N. S., T. M. J. 1, H. T
Minncapolis, Mino., 4, R. D., M. D. D., M. D,

D.J.D,S W.Il. 2 F.C.

Newark, N. J., 4, H. P., k. P., W. P, M. B. P.

2, J.M. I, E M.

Oltawa, Ont., 4, H. E. C., J. L.
Philndelphin, Pa. (Kensington), 4, A.E. A., F. C.

1, B.C.

(\Wissahickon), 4, G E. H., B. K., W. B. T.

(West), 4, J. S. F., E. H, Jr, J. W. I,

P.
S.

J.J.H., D.I.H,J G,D.S. 2T W, P.
E. McC.

Pittsburg, Pa., 4, M. L. C.,, E.C.C., I. A. C., B.
G., H. G., J. McT., R. V. McT., L. 8., M. 8.
Rockford, Illinois, 4, E. A., G. E. A., C. G. 3,
AL, H. AL, R A,V 2 E B R, W
A 1A, M.R,G.R.,Jr. 1,G.L., E.J.V. M.

St. Louis, Mo., 4, G. M. F., M. A. O.
B., C. H.

Schienectady, N. Y., 3, C. L., H. L. \V., M. E. 8.
1, F.LG., RV, B V.

Trenton, N. J., 4, B. M. B.,, M. H. C,, R. A., A.
D,C.D, LG, L.V. i, M. E H., R. E. H.,
R.J. LA H.T.,,0.J.,P.J,0.J. M,,C. L.
M., G. R. M., J. M. M., R. M. M,, R. R. M.,
GC.N.P.C.L.8,, HHESBS., N. E. S, A.S.,, W
8., 8r.,W. 8. Jr., R.P,,B.8. 3 H.J.IL, E.V.
H.,R.P.H,GT,H P. P, M E P, R P.
2. RJ.F, T.D.J.,,A. R.J. 1, B.C.,, F. M.
C,J.F,G.C., I A.H.,A. S, M. K..A.C 8.

Vancouver, B.C , 4, K. D.. . H ,G. B. B, R. H.W,

Washington, D.C,4,C. E.E.,, M. E., E. M. S,, D.
W,NH 3 V.JC,LD,MED,MP

2, M. .

P, MUM.JL., N.V. McD., LB, E.II. W, 9
B.I.uB, M.F.B,,Q.E.O, L. M. E,| E. ],
M. H, B.H,EM L, MP, LR, E J 8,
BW,E W, F.I1W. 1C B,M Il,W.H,
I W. I, O. K., E. T. MecD., M. M¢D, A,
MeD.,, M. M. 8, E. T.

Woodland, Mo., 4, E.W. B., . H. B., A. W, B.

Zephyrhills, Florida, 4, N. A, F., F. W. 8, E A
8, F.C.8, H. L. W,,0. L.W., P. A. P.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 10
Hoo 1wcas the power of Jesus shown in Marks: 41, 427

In this scripture Jesus shows His power in giv.
ing life. He is the Life-Giver, John 1: 4 and 10:
28. ‘“‘And He will give ETERNAL LIFE to all
who believe in Him, even though dead in tres-
pnsses and sins,”’ eay B. K. and G. E. I{.(Wisesa’n).
‘“ Nothing bnt divine power could make the
damsel arise from the dend,’’ says V. II. (Rock-
ford ), so that His power here declares Him to he
the Son of God, is the thought of B R. (Allen'n
and B. J. B. (Gr. Rapids). ‘'There i3 no death
where Jesus is,”’ says F. J. (Balto. ), and from ).
C. and R. McT. (Pitts’g) we learn, ‘*As the Father
raiseth np the dead and quickeneth them, even zo
the Son quickeneth whom He will,’’ Jno. 6: 21 ;
Matt. 10: 8 and 11: 5. Has our reader heard ilis
voice ?

Question 22.—In view of the Lord’s coming
what does He command us to do?

o e—

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Jim, the heroic Negro Boy,” like his
Saviour, gave his life to save others. His
service is over; yours and mine is not
yet; let us each seek to serve the One
who died for us.

-— . ——

Memory Verse

“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when
the master of the house cometh, at even, or at
midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the

morning " (Mk. | 3: 35).
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THE HEAP OF HAY

'Twas little Jenny, and she sat
Upon a heap of hay,

Beneath the shadow of a tree,
And read the ‘ Peep of Day.”

The blackbird sang his merry song
Above her curly head,

And hopping boldly at her feet
Was little robin red.

But Jenny did not care to hear
The merry blackbird sing,

Nor watched the robin redbreast smooth
His pretty shining wing,

For bending o’er her book she read
Of Jesus in the sky,

And how He lefl His glory bright
For sinful man to die.

The aged gardener working near,
Would often look that way,

And wonder why Miss Jenny loved
Her reading more than play.

At length he close and closer drew,
And, " Little miss,” said he,

“You have a pretty book ; I wish
You'd read a bit to me.”

And little Jenny's eyes of blue
They sparkled as she said,

“I'll read about the death of Christ,
And how He left the dead.”

“The deathof Christ?” the gardener asked;
“First, tell me who was He? ”’

Said Jenny, “Don’t you know the Lord,
Who died for you and me?"”

“Ah, miss, I never went to school,”
The poor old man replied ;

“At times, 'tis true, I've heard His name,
But nothing else beside.”

The tears came into Jenny's eyes,
And, “Oh, how sad!” she said;
“What, have you not in all your life

The Holy Bible read ?”’

“No; I was never taught at all,”
The aged gardener sighed ;

“A single word I could not speak
When both my parents died.”

“Oh, dear!” said Jenny; “if you like,
I'll come here every day,

And sit beneath the shady tree
And teach you, if I may.

“Come, sit beside me on the grass,
And let us now begin

To read about the Lamb of God,
Who took away our sin.”
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With many thanks the gardener sat
The gentle girl beside,

And heard her tell of Jesus’ love,
So boundless, deep, and wide.

And when she closed her pretty book
He scarce a word could speak;

His heart was full of thought, and tears
Were on his withered cheek.

That night, as lost in slumber deep,
The aged gardener lay,

He dreamed that holy angels bright
Stood round the heap of hay.

And often, as he worked next day,
Across the field he'd look,

To see if little Jenny kind
Was coming with her book.

She came at last—that happy child—
As summer morning bright,

Plucking the king-cups in her way,
And pink-edged daisies white,

The gardener, he had shaken up
Her soft and fragrant seat,

And swept a pathway through the hay
For Jenny's tripping feet.

And down again they sat and read;
And all the summer long

He listened to that pleasant voice,
As sweet as wild birds’ song.

And when that lovely field was cleared
Of all the scented hay,
The gardener suffered none to move
Miss Jenny's heap away.
[leaves
The sunbeam struggling through the
That clothed the elm tree tall,
Upon the light locks and the gray
Day after day would fall.

But when those leaves so deeply green
Looked yellow in the sun,

And down upon the grass below
Came floating, one by one,

The aged man and blue-eyed child
Sat talking there no more,

For stretched upon a bed of pain
He lay in suffering sore.

And now the dear attentive girl
Would seek the darkened room,

With words and deeds of comfort kind
To cheer him in the gloom.

And he would talk of God and heaven
And Jesus, as he lay,

And how he learned the love of Christ
Beside the heap of hay.

But weaker every day he grew,
For he was very old;

And in the churchyard he was laid
Before the winter cold.

There, often as she came from school,
Would little Jenny go,

And leave around the gardener’s grave
Small footprints in the snow.

And oftener still when spring came back
She sought the favorite spot,
And planted on the grassy mound

The blue Forget-me-not;

And thought upon the happy soul,
Safe in the realms of day,

Who learned of her the way to heaven
Beside the heap of hay.

D SIS ah o aDoam o e oun

I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

v

23.—OUR LORD FACES BETRAYAL
AND DENIAL

(Mark 14: 10-72.)

Question 1. —Who was it betrayed the
Lord to His enemies, and what made it
so sad that he should have done it?
Ans.—vers. 10, 18; Ps. 41 : 9.

Q. 2.—What did the Lord say of him?
Ans.—ver. 21 (. p.).

Q. 3.—Did the Lord know beforehand
what Judas would do?
Ans.—ver. 20; John 6: 70, 71.
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Q. 4—Why was the feast of the pass
over kept? Ans.—Exod. 12: 25, 27.
Q. 5.—What did the angel of the Lord
sce that made him pass over the houses

of the Israelites?
Ans.—Exod. 12: 22, 23.

Q. 6.—\Who was the Lamb of God of
whom the passover was a picture?
Ans.—John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19.

Q. 7.—When the Lord was in sorrow,
looking forward to what was coming,
were His disciples sorrowing with Him?
Ans.—vers. 37, 40, 41 ; Ps. 69: 20.

Q. 8.—How did Judas betray the Lord to
His enemies? Ans.—vers. 44, 45.

Q. 9.—What had His disciples said to the
Lord, and how did they act when the
trial came? Ans.—vers. 31, 50.

Q. 10.—What had Peter said ?
Ans.—vers. 29, 31.

Q. 11.— What afterwards made Peter
weep? Ans.—ver. 72.

Q. 12.—Betrayed, forsaken, and denied,
even by His disciples, how did His en-
emies treat the Lord of glory ?
Ans.—vers. 57, 65.

Q. 13.—Who is He who was so treated,
and how shall we all yet see Him?
Ans.—vers. 61, 62; Rev.1:7.

I — s

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

23.—OUR LORD FACES BETRAYAL
AND DENIAL

(Mark 14 : 10-72.)

We now retrace the last steps of this
perfect Servant. They take Him, as He
well knew, to what would end in the
crosa. But there He was to go for us,
according to the determined counsel of
God.

1.=The traitor. Vers. 10, 11.

While Mary pours out her worship
upon the Lord, Judas plots Iis betrayal.
How solemn that such fragrance and
such abomination should grow out of the
same occasion—the presentation of the
Lord.

Q. 1. Find, “One of you is a devil.”

2.—The last Passover. Vers. 12-21.

At last the true significance of the
Passover, established in Egypt, is to be
manifested in its fulfilment.

Q. 2. Find, “Manifest in these last
times.”

The man bearing the pitcher of water
suggests the testimony of the word of the
prophets who foretold the coming and
suffering of our Lord.

Q. 3. Find, "'Being witnessed by the
law and the Prophets.”

What grief must have filled our Lord's
heart as He told of the betrayal to His
disciples.

Q. 4. Find, “ Mine own familiar friend.”

As Ahithophel professed such friendship
to David, so did Judas to our Lord.

3.—The memorial supper. Vers. 22-25.

Connected with the Passover, but dis-
tinct from it, the Lord's Supper was ap-
pointed—to continue “‘until He come.”

Q. 5. Find, "“As often as ye eat this
bread,” etc.

4.— Peter's protestations. Vers. 26-31.

Peter truly loved the Lord, but he did
know himself; so instecad of cleaving to
the Lord and His strength, he trusted in
himself. Nothing but denial could result.

Q.6. Find, ““No confidence in the flesh.”

Vers. 32-42.

What holy ground is here! Who can
tell the agony of that hour—to be fol-
lowed by the more dreadful hour of the
cross. The chosen few cannot share with
Him. May we, by the Holy Spirit, be kept
awake as we think of those sufferings.

Q. 7. Find, “The fellowship of His
sufferings.”

5.—In the garden.
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6.—The betrayal. Vers. 43-52.

Nothing deters Judas from carrying
out his bargain. He will blacken his own
soul, through love of money, by a kiss
upon His holy Master! Peter will lift his
puny arm to smite, but the Lord would
let nothing swerve Him from the cross.
This stroke on the servant’s ear reminds
us of the futile words by which he would
deter the Lord from the cross.

Q. 8. Find, “ Peter took Him and be-
gan to rebuke Him.”

A nameless young man, supposed by
some to be Mark, follows for a little, only
to flee away without his garment. So is
all effort of human resolutions; it fails
at the critical moment and manifests its
own shame.

Q. 9. Find, “Arm yourselves likewise
with the same mind.”

So Peter wrote later,
learned his lesson.

7.—In the high priest's palace.
53-65.

The trial—an awful travesty—of our
Lord has two parts, that before the high
priest, which was the religious or eccle-
siastical trial, and the civil before Pilate.
The first of these is before us here. They
had but one object—not justice, but mur-
der. For this they would have false wit-
ness—anything to secure their end.

Q. 10. Find, “ They laid things to my
charge which I knew not.”

But false witnesses do not agree, and
the high priest adjures the Lord Himself
to declare His divine Sonship. Most
blessed and solemn testimony; but with
the words of truth from the lips of truth
these blind unprincipled men condemn
Him.

8.—Peter’s denial. Vers. 66-72.

It is always dangerous to warm one-
self at the fire of Christ's enemies. So
Peter found it; his vaunted loyalty quails
before a woman. Such is man. Let it
turn us all the more to that *“Son of the
Blessed,” and we will receive strength to
bear witness for Him.

when he had

Vers.

The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 11

Bhy did not Jesus show Ilis power in His own coun-
try and among His own kindred ?

Just for one reason—unbelief. It is unbelief
which keeps blessing away from any one. 8alva-
tion, eternal life, peace, joy, all come to us by be-
lieving God. We lose every blessing when we
doubt Him. M. D. D. (Min’polis) says, ‘‘ Jesus
will not show His power where there is nunbeliel.”’
In Luke 6: 17 we read, ** The power of the Lord
wcas present to heal them,”’ but there was no heal-
ing ol the scribes and Pharisees. As Heb. 4:2
says: It ‘' did not profit them.’”’ E.M.G.(Is!'ton)
speaks of power shown all around, but the display
of it was prevented in Jesns’ own city, by unbeliel,
H. A. S. (Isl’ton) and R. V. (Schenec'y) refer to
John 1: 11, F. W.S. (Zeph’hills) answers, *‘ Be-
cause of their hard hearts.’”’ Is tbat keeping any
blessing from the reader? Y. P. (Newark) tells
us, ‘‘ These people recognized Jesus only as a man
—not His divinity.”” e must believe in Him as
God—our Saviour-God—or die in our sins.

Question 23.—Whom does Jesus say He is ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

From “The Wrecked Train’ a young
man was suddenly called Home to be with
his Saviour, and we are asked if we were
as unexpectedly taken away, if it would
be as well with us as with him.

Memory Verse

“And He went forward a little, and fell on
the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible,
the hour might pass [rom Him" (Mk. 14: 35).
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DIED FOR HIS COUNTRY
BUT WISHED HE COULD DIE FOR CHRIST

(The following is part of a letter from a
soldier who died of his wounds in a hospital,
It was written to a person who labors for
the salvation of soldiers, who had given him
a Testament on leaving England for France.)

.... You know I have been nearly all
over the world, so that I have had many
things to recall and think about. It
might seem strange therefore that my
thoughts continually return to Missions
— missions among pagans

JUNE 16, 1918

No. 24

for the markets and the business I was
engaged in—but 1 did not!

When the call to arms came, as |
told you in a previous letter, I had just
returned home. [ joined the army; and
you sent me a New Testament, which
I have with me now. For want of some-
thing else to do, I was reading at random
one night. Then it was I was struck by
the words in John 17: 3: “"And this is life
cternal, that they might know Thee, the only
true God, and Jesus Chnist whom Thou
hast sent.” Those words sank into my
mind. They have been with me in my
waking hours since. They are with me

now. They cause me to care nothing for
this poor maimed body, soon to be set

and savages—especially as |
never thought of them be-
fore but in dernsion, even-
though help had been cheer-
fully given me at Mission hos
pitals when I was sick in
Amritsar, Jaffa and Uganda.
I do not remember of ever
giving a penny to Missions in
my life; but indulged with
others in cheap talk about
their uselessness. Even while
1 travelled in distant lands,
and knowing that but for the
work of Missionaries there
would have been no road for
me, | still refused to own the
blessing they had conferred
both on the natives and upon
us who now profit from their
labor. What strange ingrati-
tude for help given me in Mis-
sion hospitals! But gold was
my god; and my whole mind
was set on trade. In common
faimess | should have recog-
nized who had opened the way
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aside, for indeed,

“I'va fonnd w Friend, oh, such o Friemd,

Hu loved me ero T knew 1lim;

o drow mo with the cords of love
Aud thus He hownd me to Him

Aud vowmd my heart still closely twine
T'hosa tiea which none enn sever,

For T am s nud e is mine,
Far ever wnd ever.”

I realize now that this Friend cares for
all mankind even as He cares for me;
and why should He not?

Ah, this was the secret of my con-
tempt for Missions. | had not life eter-
nal then. Would that I had earlier
known the new birth. I envy you now
who have done so much for the cause
of Christ. I would gladly die for it now
—when it is too late.

Here I have been three months in hos-
pital, from shrapnel wounds which re-
fuse to heal; and am just waiting. It is
sweet to see the devotion of tender
nurses about our beds. It brings fragrant
thoughts and consolation in reminding
one of what it is to minister and die for
the sake and in the service of the King

of kings. This however can never be
my part. [ do not complain. [ am not
worthy of this high honor. Perhaps I

might have been, had somebody taken my
hand to lead me to the Saviour. But I
do not blame anyone. I am only saying
that something is wrong when winning
souls for Christ is not in the foreground
of the Church's, of the Christians,’ efforts.
I know your feelings about this, and it is
because you gave me this Testament
that I tell you of the thoughts which fill
my soul. My little money will soon be
devoted to the cause of Christ. But
what is that? We can carry nothing out
whither 1 go. My message is that all
who are wise should engage in His
service while it is day, remembering that
“the night cometh when no man can
work.” & &

l FOR THE LITTLE ONES ]

2 —h

The Shepberd Psalm

MOTHER, I don't see why you have

me learn a psalm every month,”
said Eva Preston; ‘“none of the other
girls do; and we can always read them
any way."”

The mother was silent a few moments;
then she said: ' You don't see the use of
learning them now, dear, but you will
when you are older.”

The next day was Sunday. A stranger
talked to the Bible school. He said: “I
work among the poor children in a big
city—among the newsboys. One day,
one of them— Dave Herbert —was run
over by a wagon. He was carried to a
drug store near by to wait for an ambu-
lance to carry him to a hospital. The boy
was a brave little fellow, but he suffered
terribly.

“All at once he said: ‘If I could hear
about the Shepherd, I could bear it bet-
ter, I knew what he meant, for I had
told them about King David's beautiful
psalm at the mission school. | repeated
it there to him, and I wish you could
have seen the look in his face as he lis-
tened. The little newsboy then repeated
it after me: ‘And I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.’

“ Before the ambulance came, Dave
had gone to the Lord's house above. |
tell you this, children, because few now
learn scriptures by heart. I wonder if
any child here can repeat the twenty-
third psalm to me?"”

Then there was a long pause, but no
one stirred. Then Eva Preston stood up,
and repeated it clearly and correctly.

As she finished, the speaker said,
“Thank you, my dear; you have some-
thing that no one can take from you."”

—Selected.
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS J

24 —CHRIST ON THE CROSS
(Mark 15: 1-17.)

Question 1.— To whom did the chief
prests take Jesus?

Ans.—ver. 1; compare Matt. 20: 19.

Q. 2.—What scripture did He fulfil in
llis silent patience? Ans.—Isa. 53:7.

Q. 3.—What did Pilate know about the
chief priests and Jesus? Ans.—ver. 10.

Q. 4.—Whom did the Jews ask Pilate to
set free instead of Jesus?

Ans.—vers. 7, 11; Acts 3: 14.

Q. 5.—What did they ask him to do to
Jesus? Ans.—vers. 13, 14.

Q. 6.—What unjust thing did the gov-
ernordo? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 7.—What reason for His death was
written over His cross? Ans.—ver. 26.

Q. 8.—How did they treat Him whilst on
the cross? Ans.—vers. 29, 31.

Q. 9.—What happened after three hours
of suffering and mocking from men?
Ans.—ver. 33.

Q. 10.—At the end of those dark hours,
what did the Lord cry? Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 11.—Why had God hidden His face
from Him?

Ans.—Ps. 22 : 3; 2 Cor. 5: 21.

Q. 12.—What can everyone whom lle has

redeemed now say? Ans.—Rev. 5:12.

[Our Bible Class-

Lessons from the Gospel of Mark
24.—CHRIST ON THE CROSS.
(Mark 15: 1-47.)

Our present lesson includes the tnal
before Pilate and the crucifixion.

1.—Delivered to Pilate. Vers. 1-5.
The Sanhedrim had no power to put to

death. They were therefore completed
to appeal to the Roman Govemor to

carry out their sentence, very much after
the manner of the Roman church in later
years, who delivered those condemned by
them to the civil power for execution.
They would thus be absolved from the
act of murder!

Q. 1. Find, "It is not lawful for us to
put any man to death."

The charge before the priests was
“ blasphemy;‘* before Pilate it was claim-
ing to be "King,” although they laid
“many things” to His charge. He ad-
mits His being King—His Messiahship,
when questioned by Pilate, but makes no
reply to the false charges of the priests.

Q.2. Find, " He opened not His mouth.”

Q.3. Find, " When He was reviled, re-
viled not again.”

2.—Barabbas or Christ. Vers. 6-15.

Did Pilate persuade himself that hewas
giving the Lord fair treatment? We can-
not say. Knowing the Lord’s innocence,
knowing too the envy of the leaders, it
was an awful crime to put the choice be-
fore the people. It wasweak and coward-
ly ; that only increases the wickedness of
the act. The people readily prefer the
murderer to the Son of God.

Q. 4. Find, " Ye desired a murderer
to be granted to you.”

3.—Mocked. Vers. 16-20.

Instead of worship, the Lord gets abuse
and shame. How awful is the hardness
of heart that can so deal with even an
innocent man, how much more with the
Holy One who had gone about among
them healing their sick, and manifesting
to them the Father’'s Name!

Q. 5. Find, "I hid not my face from
shame and spitting.”

Ver. 21.

In contrast with the mockery of the
enemy, we have the help, as it would
seem, of one whom we think of as a
friend. What a privilege to bear the
cross of the Lord Jesus!

Q. 6. Find, * Bearing about ..,
dying of the Lord Jesus.”

4.—Simon, the Cyrenian.

the
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5.=—Golyotha. Vers. 22-28.

We sce our Lord now nailed to the
cross. He refuses the stupefying draught
offered to Him. He will face and bear all
His sufferings.

Q. 7. Find, “That... He might taste
death.”

The division of His clothing is in ful-
filment of the scripture, as was the gall.

Q. 8. Findthe Old Testament passages
referring to this.

Q. 9. Find, “He was numbered with
the transgressors.”

6.—Taunted by the priests. Vers. 29-32.

The priests in their mockery uttered a
profound truth—" He saved others, Him-
self He cannot save.” It reminds us of
the prediction of Caiaphas.

Q. 10. Find, “Being high priest that
year.”

OurLord’s glory is that He saves others
—countless multitudes of the guiltiest
and vilest. But in order to do this, * Him-
self He could not save.” He must bear
their iniquity.

7.—Forsaken. Vers. 33-38.

In this we have the fathomless depths
of His suffering—compared with this, the
mockery of the soldiers, the physical
pains of the cross, the taunts of the priests,
were all as nothing. The darkness pressed
upon His soul. GOD had forsaken Him.

Q. 11. Find, “He hath made Him to
be sin for us,” etc.

The wretched people cannot understand
the cry; they think He calls for Elias—
one puts vinegar to His lips—'' that the
Scriptures might be fulfilled ""—and all is
over. The rent veil proclaims the open-
ing of the way to God.

Q. 12. Find, " Boldness to enter into
the holiest.”

8.—The testimony of bystanders.
39-47.

The centurion confesses to the holy
person of Christ, and His loving follow-
ers see all that is done. Joseph, hitherto
holding back in his confession, now

Vers.

comes boldly forward, thus confessing
his Lord.
Q. 13. Find, “If thou shalt confcss, etc.
All is over—the work is done—He is
laid away, but only for a brief season.
We shall soon hear of a joyful morning.

The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 12
How did Jeaus show Iis power in Mark 6: 41,427

In this scriptare Jesns is shown as providice
foodl for the hangry: He is the God of Providenc,
Ps. 103:5; 132:15; 145:16. We learu from t!- -
answer to qnestion 9 that Jesus is our Creator;
from question 10, that He is our God; and nox
we learn He is the procider for our every peel.
Phil. 4:19; Rom.B8:32; John 6:35, say I&. T. P..
E. H. (Balto), J. McT. (Pitts’g), F.C.(Kena’ton).
M. D. (Min’polia). ‘‘Jesus increased the food zar-
ply, without seed time and harvest,” says A. E. A
(Kens’ton). ‘‘He can sopply food for our phywi-
cal as well as our spiritoal needs, He is the Bresl
of Life,” gay D.J. D. (Min’polis), B. K.( Wisa'n).
M. R. (Rock’d) says: *‘My Saviour can perform
as great miracles for me, if I will receive Him by
faith and let Him toke care of me.”” Can you teo
say of Him, ** He is my Savioar?"’

Question 24.—\What does the cross of Chnst

mean lto me?

OUR READING CIRCLF.

“ That Old Text Again” reminds us of
the old, old story of God’s love, ever new
to those who believe and trust it.

Memory Verse

“And when they had mocked Him, they
took ofl the purple from Him, and put His own
clothes on Him, and led Him out to crudly
Him™ (Mk. 15: 20).

— o ——— — ™
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How God Saved a Walapai Girl

HE Walapais (or Hualapais, as
they are sometimes called) are a
small tribe of Indians living in
northern Arizona, near the won-
derful Grand Canyon of the Colorado
River. It is only about a year and a
half ago that Mr. and Mrs. Anderson
opened the first mission station among
them, locating near the government
boarding-school at Valentine. As a re-

sult of their work one of the Walapai

girls has been saved, and is now being
educated in Oakland. She is known as

Pearl Russell. This is her picture, taken
right out among the Arizona rocks. |
have asked her to tell you herself how
she was saved, and this is what she has
written :

“Long before Mr. and Mrs. Anderson
came to Valentine, Ariz.,, to preach, my
brother had a Bible story book, and I
used to read that all the time. This was
long before I ever heard the gospel; but
as | read this book, I found it had some
good verses of Scripture in it, and I liked
it. They were easy to read. I remem-
ber hearing a little about the Lord
Jesus after this, but I surely did not un-
derstand it. For quite a long time after
this I never heard it again, until Mr.
and Mrs. Anderson came; then I heard
more about it. Every time that I came
out to the Sunday-school, or to the meet-
ings which we had, I used to say to my-
self, ‘Oh, I am a poor sinner, and I surely
need a Saviour.” It was last summer, in
July, that I found that I needed the Sa-
viour. I was not happy, nor did I have
peace or joy in this world, so I accepted
Christ as my personal Saviour.

“Then I came here to Oakland to hear
and learn more about the Lord Jesus and
what He has done for me. Then I was
baptized here.

—PEARL RUSSELL.”

Children, are you not glad some one
carried the good news of our Saviour's
love to this dear Indian girl? She is
now happy in Him; but she feels sad
when she thinks of her relatives and
friends who do not know the Lord. If
you are a Christian, you can help this
Indian sister by prayer; and if you are
not saved I hope her simple testimony
may lead you to trust the Saviour as she
has done.

H. A. L.
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CHILDREN dear, remember
Now in your youthful days—

Yes, remember your Creator,
Consider well your ways.

Ere toilsome years draw nigh,
While evil days are few,

Come, oh come, to the dear Saviour,
He'll gladly welcome you.

He loves little children—
The older ones as well,

He would that none e'er should perish—
That none should go to hell.

"Twas God who gave His Son,
On the cross for sin to die;

*Twas there e shed His precious blood
For such as you and 1.

Oh, then, turn not away
From One who loved us so;
'"Twas His own life for us He gave
To save from endless woe.

Then stay away no longer,
But come to Him to-day;

For in His Word our God has said
That Jesus is the Way.

If you but come to Him,
Your heart (o Jesus give,

Your sins shall then be all forgiven,
You shall in glory live.

—Fannie D.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR;‘]
#_ -

25.—CHRIST TRIUMPHANT OVER
DEATH (Mk. 16: 1-20).

Question 1.—Who came very early in the
morning to the place where Jesus wg;
buried, and why? Ans.—vers. 1, 2.

Q. 2.—What hindrance did they expect
to find? Ans.—ver. 3; ch.15: 46.

Q. 3.—What two unexpected things did
they see? Ans.—vers. 4, 5.

Q. 4.—What was the first thing said to
them that shows that God cares for
His people’s fears?

Ans.—ver. 6; compare Ps. 34: 4.

Q. 5.—What good news was told them?
Ans.—ver. 6.

Q. 6.—Why could not the Lord Jesus be
held by death? Ans.—Acts 2: 24, 27.

Q 7.—What did His death do for us?
Ans.—Heb. 2: 14,15; 2 Tim. 1: 10.

Q. 8.—What message was given to the
women? Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 9.—Who also saw Jesus at this time?
Ans.—vers. 9, 12.

Q. 10.—Were their words believed when
they told others? Ans.—vers. 11,13, 14.

Q. 11.—In spite of their unbelief, with
what work did the Lord entrust His
disciples? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 12.—Howdid God show He was pleased
with the perfect work of His Son?
Ans.—ver. 19.

Q. 13.—In obeying their Lord did His
servants have to work alone and in
their own strength?

Ans.—ver. 20; Matt. 28: 20.
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Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

25.—CHRIST TRIUMPHANT OVER
DEATH (Mk. 16: 1-20.)

Human malice and Satanic hatred could
do nothing more to the holy One. When
He permitted Himself to be crucified and
slain, their work was ended. But God
was beginning a new work, the account
of which is given us in the closing chap-
ter of our Gospel.

1.—"“Who shall roll us away the stone?"’
Vers. 1-4.

Those women who had so faithfully
followed our Lord during His life, who
had stood by the cross, and beheld the
holy body laid in the tomb, are the first
to appear at the sepulchre. Their love
is very beautiful, but their faith is dim.
They came with spices to await a dead
Lord; the great stone at the door of the
tomb was to them a barrier — how were
they to gain access to the tomb?

Q. 1. Find, “As yet they knew not the
scripture,”’ etc.

They come very carly, showing their
eagerness.

Q. 2. Find, “Rising up early,” etc.

How often does the ‘‘great stone”
seem to lie in the way of our desire or
duty. They conmie, however, and lo, the
stone had been rolled away. Often, in-
surmountable difficulties disappear when
they are faced.

Q. 3. Find, “Who art thou, O great
mountain? "’

Q. 4. Find, “If ye had faith as a
grain of mustard seed.”

2.—""He 1s not here.” Vers. 5-8.
They find the tomb indeed occupied,

but not by the Lord. Ile was risen. The
young man (suggesting possibly our
Lord in His service) gives them the joy-
ful news. They were invited to behold
the cloths laid by, and the place where
He had lain. He is risen—how often He
had foretold this.

Q. 5. Find two instances where our
Lord predicted His resurrection.

They were to announce the good news
to the disciples, and Peter. What grace,
that he who had signally failed should be
singled out, that his discouraged heart
might be assured.

Q. 6. Find, “ Ye were as sheep going
astray,” etc.

The women are for a time too much
overcome with amazement and fear to
be the messengers of good news—at least
no record is given here of their words.
They seem, however, soon to have re-
covered from their fear, as Luke men-
tions their testimony (Luke 24: 10).

Q. 7. Find," With fear and great joy.”

3.—He appears to Mary. Vers. 9-11.

The remaining part of the record is a
summary of several appearings of our
Lord, with the unbelief of the disciples
in the good news.

Precious is the grace that visited Mary
Magdalene. She had been under the
complete power of Satan—possessed by
seven demons, and to her first our Lord
appears.

Q. 8. Find a full account of this.

4.—7To lwo in the country. Vers. 12,13.

This account, given in another Gospel,
is most striking, but their testimony is
not received. Read it in Luke.

5.—7o the eleven. Ver. 14.

Again our Lord appears to all the apos-
tles, but He must chide their unbelief. It
must not be thought that none believed ;
the LEvangelist is evidently speaking of
the majority, and perhaps of the unbelief
still lurking in the hearts of all.

G.—Sent forth. Vers. 15-18.

But these slow-hearted men are to be
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the messengers of life and peace in the
world.

Q. 9. Find, “As my Father hath sent
Me, even so send I you.”

The miraculous signs followed the tes-
timony of the apostles. That they are
not now seen indicatesthat abundant tes-
timony has already been given, and men's
consciences are to be reached by the
Word. Spiritually, these signs still follow
—power over evil in the world and over
Satan.

Q. 10. Find, “ Greater is He that is in
you than he that is in the world.”

7.—Recetved up into glory. Vers. 19, 20.

At last we see our Lord received up
‘where He was before,” in His rightful
place, but with an added glory now—
the glory of redemption, the pledge and
the power for His servants and His peo-
ple till we too are “caught up.”

Q. 11. Find, “So shall we ever be with
the Lord.”

Go m—

THE LETTER BOX

o

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 13 TO 16

The Agures indlicale the number ¢f Questions answered
by each one.
Adair, Towa, 4, C. E. M., C. F. M.
Albany, N.Y 4, E B, I.J.B, H.C.,, D. E. C,
E S, C.N.
Allentown, Penn., 4, E. M. M., M. A. M., K. L.

M, B R 3 RARE F.R 1,MIH,
1. R

Amsterlam, NX. Y. 4, A, E. R, L. R, B. D.. R.
V., H.OX., 1, L.R. ., C. M., L J. VanKk,,

11. F.
Anoka, Minu., 4, M. E II.
Baltimore, Md., 4, A. F. 8.
Buflalo, N. Y., {, M. A..C.\V,, E. A.W., E.McH.
3, L8 2 H.A,W.8 1,H.A, A.W,,E. W,
Casco, Wis., 4, M P. A, E. F.

Carlton, Kaas,, 4, R.C. R., E G., A.G., R. G.
3,P.EE 1,J IH.J.P B J..D. MJ.
Chicagn, ., 4, H.A_H.,, W.FP. ., G.L.. R. A_S.
Gmnd Rapids, Mich,, 4. B J. B, L. If.C, G. H.

M 3 AVanderT., RV.K,EH. 2 H.G,
Roth L., K. E.L.G. L. M 1, M. L., G. B.
P. II.B.,D.M. W. 0. W.
(Oowrtaded B next mumbey, )

To Ques. 5t0 12, L. F. D.
E.C, G.C.and W. W. C. (Richmond).
0to 12
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DELAYED ANSWERS

To Qnes. 1, 2, 4 and 510 8, J. G. R. (Carltob).
(Harrisburg). A. C,
To Quen.
O. E. (Carlton), R. R. (Harrisburg).
ANSWER TO QUESTION 13

IVhat lesson can you learn from Philippiana 2: 1-1179

This is n day of much boasting, pride nnd self-

satislaction ; but B. K. (Wissa’'n.) eays we should
learn [rom these verres, and from Matt. 11: 29;
John 13: 14, 15, and Jer. 9: 23, 24, to '‘take the

lowliest place in our thonghts and ways toward

others; todo nothing through strife or vain glory,
for if we would be a joy and delight to our Lord,
then let us be empty vessels, meek and lowly.”’
I.J. B.and C.N. (Albany), F. W. 8. (Zeph'hills),

E. C., J. McT. aud L. S. (Pitts'g) say, [rom these
verses, ' that we should be lowly in mind ; ubsel-
fish in our service to Christ, willing to serve as
He did.” N. C. F. (Zeph'hills) well adds the

prayer, ‘' May we prayerfully try to live up to the
standard set down in these verses!’’

Question 25.—What does the resurrection
of Jesus mean to you ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Yon Lovely Man!" tells us of a poor
idiot boy who had greater wisdom than
the wise of thisworld, for he had become
acquainted with One who is the Wisdom
of God. Little reader, do yo« know Jesus?

Memory Verse

“And they said among themselves, Who
shall roll us away the stone [rom the door of
the sepulchre? And when they looked, they
saw that the stone was rolled away’ (Mark

Ebtercd ua Se«ond-Class Maller at We New York Poat Oflea
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The First Lesson in Prayer and Trust

IONALD AND ANNIE had received
permission to go for a visit to
their aunt who lived a little dis-
tance out in the country. The
little pair trotted off very merrily; Donald,
being proud to have the care of Annie,
who was two years younger than he. A
pleasant time they had at Auntie’s house,
so that, as the evening drew on, she had
some difficulty in persuading them to
start for home. At length they set off,
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with injunctions from auntie to go
straight back before mother should be-
gin to fret about them. The children,
however, played on the road, finding
many a temptation to do so in the flow-
ers on the way.

Thus, happy and thoughtless, they did
not notice that it was getting late and
growing dark, until, in the on-coming
shadows, they saw, in the path before
them, a big horse browsing. The poor
thing was, | daresay, both tired and
hungry, and had no thought beyond get-
ting its hard-earned supper, before its
weary limbs took rest; but to the little
children it seemed an awful
and terrible obstacle, right
across their homeward path.
Donald’'s large brown eyes
opened wide with fear, while
Annie clung trembling to him.

*Oh, Donald, what shall we
do?” she cried.

*1 know what we must do,
Annie,”” answered Donald,
after a moment’s hesitation ;
" we must pray.”

And before she could reply,
he had kneit down on the
road, just where they were,
and prayed ecammestly: “O
God, make the horse go on,
for Jesus' sake!”

Little Annie had never seen
anyone before take a trouble
straight to God, and she stood
with clasped hands and eager
eyes, watching what would
happen. To her disappoint-
ment nothing happened be-
yond that the horse stopped
eating, and stood perfectly
still. She shrank back with
renewed fear, as Donald
quietly took her hand, say-
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ing, " Come, Annie, come on."”

“Oh, Donald, the horse isn’t gone,” she
cried.

“No,” he answered cheerily, ‘it isn't
gone, but we have told God about it, and
I expect He means to take us past safely,
while it stands still.”

And so it was; the horse never stirred,
while the two children went by, in God’s
tender keeping.

Thus Annie learned her first lesson in
the school of faith. Have you learned
yours, dear children? Do you know what
it is to take trouble, fear, or care to God,
and to leave it with Him, believing that
He has heard, and will answer in His own
blessed way? Perhaps, as with these
children, He may not see well to remove
the trial, but He will most surely, in an-
swer to your prayer, help you to pass

rough it with His peace keeping your
heart, He Himself leading you on safely,
so that you need not fear. A. C.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

26.—JESUS CHRIST, OUR REDEEMER
AND LORD

(John 3:16; Matt. 16: 16.)

Question 1.—Why did the Lord Jesus
come into this world? Ans.—John 3:17.

Q. 2—Who sent Him here?
Ans.—1 John 4:14; John 3: 16.

Q. 3.—Why did God send Him?
Ans.—John 3: 16 (f. p.); 1 John 4: 10.

Q. 4.—When did He send Him ?
Ans.—Rom. 5: 8.

Q. 5—Why do we need a Saviour?
Ans.—Rom. 3: 23.

Q. 6.—Who may have everlasting life ?
Ans.—John 3:16; Rev. 22: 17.

Q. 7.—Must we not work for it?
Ans.—Eph. 2:9; Rom. 6: 23.

Q. 8.—Everlasting life is a gift to us, but
what did it cost the Lord Jesus?
Ans.—Phil. 2:8; 2 Cor. 8: 9.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOR

Q. 9.—When on earth, what proofs did
He give of who He was?

Ans.—Luke 7: 22.

Q. 10.—What did Peter say of Him?
Ans.—Matt. 16: 16.

Q. 11.—What other glorious title has the
Son of God? Ans.—Matt. 1: 21.

Q. 12.—If God so loved us as to send His
Son to die for sinners, why is not every-
one saved ?

Ans.— John 3: 36; 2 Thess. 2: 10;
Matt. 23: 37 (last clause).

Q. 13.—God can do nothing greater than
He has done; what is written of an.
other “ whosoever” ?

Ans.—Rev. 20: 15.

“There was none other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gate
Of heav’n, and let us in.”

: . BIBLECLASS

Y

45 X
PELE

Lt A

L
"
G55 =
- ~ _:

NN
Lessons from the Gospel of Mark

26.—REVIEW: JESUS CHRIST OUR
REDEEMER AND LORD

(Jno. 3: 16; Matt. 16: 16.)

We have followed the pathway of the
perfect Servant through the Gospel of
Mark. A review, in rapid survey of the
entire narrative, would be profitable, but
no time has been given for this, so it
must be left for the student at home.
Our lesson to-day must be confined to
narrower channels, as set forth in the
two verses suggested for our study.
They embody the two-fold aspect of
Christ as our Redeemer in the work done
Jor us; and as our Lord — what He is fo
us. We may associate these with the

G

|
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three main parts into which Mark’s Gos-
pel s divided: 1, The personal ministry
of Christ, chs. 1—5; here we see [Him
prominently as Saviour. 2, The service
of a rejected Master, chs. 6—10: 45;
where His Lordship is owned by faith,
and rejected by the rest. 3, The sacri-
fice accomplished at the cross and dis-
plaved at the resurrection, ch. 10: 46
—ch. 16. Here we have a combination
of salvation and Lordship. We will select
a passage from each.

1.—The Sariour mnanifested by His wworks.
Chap. 1: 21—ch. 2:12.

Our Lord did not make demands upon
men apart from the evidence of His
grace in ministering to their need. In
this section of the Gospel we have a
number of miracles which show His heal-
ing mercy, and are thus an illustration of
our salvation text, John 3:16.

(@) We have in the casting out of the
demon an illustration of our Lord's power
to set the sinner free from Satan’s mas-
tery.

Q. 1. Find, “That He might destroy
the works of the devil.”

Q. 2. Find, " Destroy him that had
the power of death.”

Thus God's love is manifested, in the
gift of His Son to do this.

() The fever of Simon’s mother-in-law
suggests the restlessness and passions of
sin in the whole nature. Our Lord re-
stores such by a touch to service.

Q. 3. Find, “Being made free from
sin and become servants to God."

(c) Similarly all sorts of diseases yield
to His power.

Q. 4. Find, * Whosoever will, let him
take.”

(d) Next, in prayer, we see the perfect
dependence of our Lord. Let us learn of
Him.

Q. 5. Find, " We will give oursclves to
prayer and the ministry of the Word."

(¢) The leper shows the guilt of sin re-
inoved by our Lord.
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Q. 6. Find, " The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us,” etc.

(/) The palsied man shows the power
o_f Christ to set free from the mastery of
sin.

Q. 7. Find, “ Who shall deliver me?
. . . through Jesus Christ."”

2.—Rejected by many; followed by some.
Chs. 8:27—9: 8.

Our Lord, in this whole part of the
Gospel, is gradually withdrawing from
those who do not follow Him. This ex-
plains His going to Tyre and Sidon and
now to Caesarea Philippi. We may note
several parts in what is before us.

(a) Men's thought of Him. Some say
He is Elias and others one of the proph-
ets, but that does not give the truth.
Faith alone sees in Him more than all
this—sees Him as the Christ : the Messiah,
the Anointed of God, Son of David, and
Son of God.

Q. 8. Find, “On His head were many
crowns."

(6) Rejected. How perfectly the Lord
knew what lay before Him. It was no
unknown path He trod, but one clearly
seen throughout.

Q. 9. Find, “Who for the joy set be-
fore Him, endured the cross,"” etc.

(c) A glimpse of the glory. Faith had
confessed Him ; it was now to behold His
glory.

Q. 10. Find, “LEyec-witnesses of llis
majesty.”

(d) Scripture fulfilled. Elias was truly
come, the forerunner, but he, like his
Lord, was rejected.

Q. 11.  Find, " Despised and rejected
of men."”

3.—The accomplishment of all. Ch. 15;
16—h. 16: 8.

From the rejection in the minds of the
lcaders, we come to the apen opposition
and crucifixion.

We sce in it not only the hatred of
man, butchielly the love of God (Jno. 3:16).
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(@) Crowned with thorns. The curse
is put upon Him by man; in love He
bore the curse at God’s hands.

Q. 12. Find, " Made a curse for us.”

() Forsaken. This is the bearing of
wrath at God's hands.

Q. 13. Find, " Made Him to be sin for
us.ll

(¢c) Closing testimony—from a stranger,
the centurion, and from a timid disciple.

(d) Heis risen! At last all is accom-
plished, and He takes His place on high.

Q. 14. Find, “ Raised irom the dead
by the glory of the Father.”
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 14

Can gyou tell from Mark 7, where the things come
Jrom which defile us?

From Mark 7: 21, we learn that we cerlainly are
not clefllled hy cnllng certain foods on apecial days,
or at some senson of the year. Thoss things
swhich deflle us do not come from withont. W I
(Newark) aud B J. B. (Gir. Rapids) any, **Oar
heart by nnture is evil. and from it come the thingy
which defile us.”” E. A. (Rocklord) enys, **If
we do not let Jesus come into our lieart. Satan iq
sure to tell us what to do.’” To show what is our
heart by nnture, A. E. R (Amastenlam), J. P,
(Isl'ton) and H. A. II. (Trenton) refer to the
verses in Mk. 7: 20, 21; Jer. 17: 9; Prov. 6: 14
Gen. 8: 21 and 6: 5; and the Iatter, referring 10
the Inst verse, snys, ‘" God sees that our heart
[naturally] is only evil continually, but He offers
a new heart to all who will nccept it as a Iree ¢l
and from such a henrt flows praise aud thanksg;.
ing to God—a very different heart from that o
Mark 7.7

Question 26.—What is your best thought
on John 3: 16?

OUR READING CIRCLE

““The Brave Corsican Boy'’ relates more
fully the story of Casabianca, and draws
lessons for us from his affection and his
bravery.

— —— .-

Memory Verse

“God so loved the world, that He gave

His only begotten Son, that whosoever beliey-

eth in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life” (John 3: 16).
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THE GIPSY AND THE KING

Tho following a!on), taken from the hook
of Charlotto Elizaheth, shows it was tho glory
of a King to tell the heavy-laden of the King
of Kings, wha is the Friend of tho friendless,
the Saviour of sinners.

HEN George 1II. was hunting near
Windsor once, he relinquished
the enjoyment of the chase out
of compassion to his exhausted
horse, and, gently riding alone
through an avenue of the forest,
was drawn by a cry of distress
to an open space where, under a
low-branching oak-tree, a dying
gipsy woman lay on a pallet of
straw.

Dismounting and going to the
spot, he found a girl weeping
over the sufferer. ‘‘What, my
child, can be done for you?” he
kindly inquired. “Oh, sir, my
dying mother wanted a religious
person to teach her, and to pray
with her before she died. I ran
all the way to Windsor, before it
was light this moming, for a
minister, but could find no one
to come to pray with my mother.”
The dying woman's countenance
also bore witness to her deep dis-
appointment.

On hearing this, the king gent-
ly said, “7 am a minister; and
God has sent me to instruct and
comfort your mother.” Then,
sitting down, he took the gipsy
woman’'s hand, showed her the
nature and consequences of sin,
and pointed her to Jesus,the one
and all-sufficient Saviour.

His words appeared to sink
deep into the gipsy woman's
beart. Her eyes brightened ; she
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looked up; she smiled ; and with an
expression of peace on her pa]lld face,
her spirit departed to the King of kings.

When the hunting party, who had
missed their sovereign, were anxiously
searching the wood for him, they found
him seated by the corpse, speaking words
of comfort to the weeping children. Then
the king rose up, and put some gold pieces
in the afllicted girls’ hands; he promised

them his protection, and bade them look
to Heaven.

His attendants who were
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greatly affected by the scene, stood in
silent admiration. Lord L. was going to
speak, when the king, pointing to the
breathless corpse and to the weeping
girls, said: “ My lord, who thinkest thou
was neighbor unto these?"”

Dear young readers, was not that a
beautiful example for a king to give to
his attendants—himself to point the dy-
ing to Christ the Saviour, and sympathize
and minister to the sorrowing children?
It reminds us of the story of the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10: 30~37, who came
to the wounded man, bound up his
wounds, put him on his own beast,
brought him to an inn, and paid for his
keeping. I hope that most, if not all, our
young readers know that it is a picture
of what our Saviour, not only /as done,
but does, and is ready lo do for every one
who feels himself to be a victim of sin
and Satan—that great robber of all good
—and appeals to Jesus’ compassion. How
willing and ready is our Saviour to show
His merciful compassion to the poor
wounded sinner that appeals to Him. If
you, dear young reader, are in that case,
be sure to call on Him like Bartimaus
(see Mark 10: 46-52), and you will find
the same precious Saviour as he did.

To you who know Jesus as your Sa-
viour, I would call your attention to what
the Lord Jesus said to him who had been
the occasion of the Good Samaritan
story. Itis: “Go and do thou likewise.”
Remember, dear young believer, there are
souls to save all around you—souls to
whom the Lord may use yow, as He used
King George.
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS—I

27.—BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN
LIFE
(John 1:35-51; Acts 16: 13-34).

Question 1.—Before we can begin to live
the Christian life, what must everyone
be? Ans.—John 3:7.

Q. 2—How do we become the children
of God, and have the life He gives?
Ans.—John 1:12, 13; 3: 16.

Q. 3.—What did John say to others when
He saw Jesus? Ans.—John 1: 29, 36.
Q. 4—Why did Andrew find his brother,
and where did he take him?

Ans.—vers. 41, 42 (f. p.).

Q. 5.—Why did Andrew do this? Where
had he been? Ans.—vers. 37, 39.

Q. 6.—What did Philip do after he fol-
lowed Jesus? Ans.—ver. 45.

Q. 7.—What did he tell Nathaniel to do?
Ans.—ver. 46 (l. p.).

Q. 8.—Why should we tell people to come
and see for themselves ?

Ans.—John 4: 42.

Q. 9.—How did Lydia show that she be-
lieved the good news of a Saviour?
Ans.—Acts 16: 14 (I. p.), 15.

Q. 10.—How was a rough Roman jailer
saved ? Ans.—Acts 16: 31.

Q. 11.—How did he then treat God's ser-
vants? Ans.—Acts 16: 33, 34.

Q. 12.—Was it their kindness to the apos-
tles that saved Lydia and the jailor?
Ans.—Acts 16: 14, 31.

Q. 13.—What does God say to you?
Ans.—Rom. 10: 9.
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Studies in the Christian Li'e

27.—BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN
LIFE (Jno.1:35-51; Acts16:13-34).

In the Quarter upon which we have
now entered, we have a series of lessons
upon the Christianlife, its origin, growth
and activities. Our first lesson begins at
the foundation—that which marks the
beginning of the life, in its outward
manifestations of discipleship and con-
fession. We might look at it from an-
other side—that of new birth—but all is
practically covered by the scriptures be-
fore us.

Jno. 1: 35-51.

John had been preaching repentance;
these two young men had evidently
bowed to that truth, they were therefore
ready for the next step.

Q.1. Find,"” Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish.”

Repentance, if we think of it alone, is
not salvation, but it shows the realized
need of the soul.

Q. 2. Find, “ God be merciful to me a
sinner.”

For such there is a blessed message—
“Behold the Lamb of God.” The Lord
is spoken of in several ways in this chap-
ter—the Word, the Life, the Light, the
Son. Each has its appropriate place.
Here He is shown as the Lamb.

Q. 3. Find, “A Lamb without blemish.”

These two disciples hear John's testi-
mony and follow the Lamb of God. Thus
their association with Him began. So it
is to-day. Salvation is in being united to
Christ by a living faith, sealed by the

1.—""Come and see.”
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Holy Spirit.
to these inquirers.
Himself. ‘“Come and see.”
as accessible to-day.

Q. 4. Find, “Him that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out.”

Notice how this life shows itself in ac-
tivities of bringing others to the Saviour.
Andrew finds Simon his brother, to whom
the Lord gives his new name—a ‘‘stone.”
Then the Lord finds Philip, and he in
turn finds Nathanael. What a proof of
the reality of what they had found—they
wanted to share it with others. It is a
most pungent question to our own con-
science.—Are we so conscious of the trea-
sure we¢ have found in Christ that we
desire to share it with others? This is
the true gospel spirit, the only thing to
which the world will listen. May we all,
and especially the young who have re-
cently come to the Lord, be saying to
friends and to others, “ We have found
the Christ.”

Q. 5. Find,
unto Me.”

2.—"“What must Ido?” Acts16:13-34.

We have here two illustrations of the
beginning of the Christian life—different
from each other and from those in Jno. 1
—but all with the essential personal faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lydia already had the fear of God
shown by her worship of the true God;
but there was no light in her heart until
it was opened to receive the gospel of
Christ as presented by Paul. She be-
lieved the glad tidings, and took her
place as a disciple of Christ.

Q. 6. Find, '‘Being justified by faith,
we have peace,” etc.

The case of the jailer is quite different.
He was not a seeker, but a careless, hard
soldier. He needs much to arouse him
—the earthquake, the danger of escap-
ing prisoners, and his own peril as the
keeper of prisoners.

But he is aroused, trembles, and is
anxious now about his soul. To the

How gracious was the Lord
What did they want?
He is just

“Ye shall be witnesses
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agonized question comes the prompt
answer - ''Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The
same Jesus who had attracted and found
a place in Lydia’s heart, is presented as
his Saviour as well. He believes, con-
fesses Christ, is baptized and his house;
and there is great joy. The new life
shows itself in the joy, and in the tender
ministry to the Lord’s servants.

Q. 7. Find, " Ye have ministered to
the saints and do minister.”

Such is the beginning of the Christian
life and its manifest fruits.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 15
What shall a man gire in exchange for his soul?

'*Some have sold themselves for riches ; others
for pleasnre ; some for worldly [nme and glory,
and still others for varions lusts and passions
of the flesh;”"—is suggested by R. B. A.
(Min'polis) L. V. H. and R. E. H. (‘I'renton).
*‘Nothing can be compared with our soul in value.
It is of greater importance and value than the
whole world and ils possessions; the sonl is more
valaable than anything else ; it is priceless,’’ we
are told hy M. A. M. (Allen'n), C. E. M. (Adair),
E. S, II. C, D C. (Albany), E. F. (Casco), . S.
(Isl’ton). G. E. II. (Wisaa'n), C. L. (Scheneo’y)
and F.W, 8. (Zeph’hills), Il a man loses his
sonl while gaining all the world, he gnins noth-
thing, becnuse when he dies he cannot take his
wealth with himn but only earns a place in holl,”’
we are told hy E. Mcl{. (Buflalo), M. D. D. and
H. C. (Min'polis) ; and,*' }He hus last all when ho
has lost his soul,” says C. R. W. (Zeph'hills).
Al, let us fear such an irreparable loss !

Question 27.—How does the Christian life
begin ?

_— ese

OUR READING CIRCLE

“In the Gipsy's Tent” the son of a
praying mother, after years of wander-
ing, learned from a little gipsy girl that
it was Jesus—Jesus only—who could for
give sinners.
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Memory Verse

“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house”
(Acts 16: 31).

Crain up the Child

It is snid there is & maxim among Roman
Catholic teachers running thus:

“I.ct us have the children, and you may
have the men.”” It means that the impres-
sions made upon the youthful mind and the
teaching received in the early years of life
are of grealer power, more lasting, than in
later years. Thisis n true and wise maxiw.
Let the parents who love the Lord, and the
teachers of youth, remembenr it.

Scripture itself gives us the same truth in
a better ferm: “Train up a child in the way
ho should go (not the way he would go),
“and when he is old he will not depart
from it” (Prov. 22: G). Paticnce and per-
severance, dear Tellow-teachiers! and the
reward shall bo great. Let us be much with
God about the instruction wo give, remem-
Lering that tho Word of God must be the
foundation of our teaching.

Some Sunday-schools have the commendu-
ble habit of repeating verses in concert, anl
whole portions of Seripture, thus storing and
fixing precious portions in the memury,
which tho Spirit of God may use when read-
ing is not. possible. Might we not all do the
snme?

“<Memory Verses "— Fifty-seven questions
which are answered by verses from Scripture, in
which an outline of truth is presented—(rcm
man's fall to the Lord's return.

A 16 page booklet, per doz. 18 cts.; per 100, S1.
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WARNED IN VAIN

Or, A BLASPHEMER'S END

BOUT seventy-five years ago a
New England lady accompanied
her husband, a sea-captain, on
some of his voyages to the South

Sea Islands; and later she wrote a book

called, “ Life in Feegee” (Fiji), in which

she relates some of her experiences in

those waters. One incident contains a

solemn warning for blasphemers and all

who makelight of sacred things. She says:

“ While we were at Mathuata, I
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prayers over the dead, and bury it Chris-
tian fashion.” At that moment the jaws
opened and snapped off two of his fingers.”

What a warning God gave this blas-
phemer against his sacrilegious conduct!
Yet he failed to profit by it, for he con-
tinued in- his blasphemies, and was after-
wards horribly put to death and eaten
by cannibals.

Dear children, boys especially, guard
yourselves against anything that even
savors of sacrilege or speaking light of
sacred subjects, such as prayer, conver-
sion, death, heaven or hell. They that do

observed that the man Harry, of
whose horrid death at Nava I have
previously given an account, had
lost two of his fingers. I inquired
where he had deposited them. ‘In
the jaws of a shark,” he replied.
He then related the following story,
which I scarcely credited at the
time, but I heard the fact affirmed
afterwards by two eye-witnesses of
respectable character. He stated
that while he was a sailor on board
a brig lying at one of the islands,
they caught a shark one day just
before the dinner hour. Immedi-
ately after he was taken, the head
was severed from the body, and
both parts were left on deck till
after the men had dined, smoked,
and talked their hour of noon;
after this their attention was again
turned Lo the shark,

* Supposing that no life remained
after so long a time since ils head
was separated from the body, Harry,
with another, took the head and
raised it to the rail of the vessel to
throw it overboard. As they were
about to plunge it into the deep,
Harry cried out, 'Stop! let us have
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so, do it at their peril; for though God
bear long in His wonderful patience, He
will not be trifled with at last. ‘‘Be not
deceived ; God is not mocked; for what-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap” (Gal.6: 7). It is becoming very
common nowadays to talk lightly of the
Bible, use it to make a joke, jest about
hell, etc.; even in schools you may hear
bad boys curse and swear; they think it
smart and man like; but it is mcan, con-
temptible, and most wicked, thus to in-
sult God, or His precious word, and you
should shun it as you would a leper or
poison. Scripture says, ‘' The Lord will
not hold him guiltless that taketh His
name in vain.” Harry, the sailor, had
warning given him in the loss of his
fingers; he continued in his evil ways,
and suffered for his sin and folly, even in
this world—but what is that, even, com-
pared to the eternity to come!

If this should come under the eye of
anyone who is given to the guilty prac-
tice of blasphemy, and feels himself una-
ble to give it up, let me tell you that sal-
vation by the Lord Jesus will deliver a
soul from any sinful habit or wicked
practice. Repent before God; own your
sin to Him, and ask Him to save you, not
only from hell by and by, but from your
sins now, in this life, right here on earth;
for it is written: “ Thou shalt call His
name JESUS, for He shall save His peo-
ple from their sins” (Matt. 1: 21). Call
upon Him then, and He shall surely de-
liver thee! C. KNAPP.

‘““He that being often reproved
hardeneth his neck, shall sud-
denly be destroyed, and that
without remedy " (Prov. 29: 1).
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LFOR THE LITTLE ONE51

Simplc Thanks

NE November day little Dora, of five
years of age, was walking out with
her aunt. The sun had not been visible
all the morning, when suddenly a ray of
brightness darted full in their faces, and
little Dora exclaimed—

‘“Oh, auntie, how heautiful !
the sun!”

“Does my darling know who made the
sun to shine?” asked the aunt, with a
smile.

“Yes,” replied the child, pninting up-
wards; “it is the good God in hcaven.”
And the little girl kissed her hand up to
the sky three times; then turned to her
aunt, and said, “Auntie, I have sent three
kisses to the Lord, and the angels will
carry them to Him. Perhaps He will
send me some back when I’'m asleep.”

Auntie looked fondly at the little prat-
tler as she asked—

“ Why did you send the kisses, Dora?"

“To thank Him for sending His sun
out,” replied the child. Then her auntie
thought, “ This little child is thanking
God for one of His most common mer-
cies; yet, not only common, but special
mercies have often been unacknowledged
by me!"”

O children, let us be thankful to God

for the many good gifts He bestows upon
us day by day.

I do like
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

28.—READING GOD'S WORD
(Acts 8: 26-39; Ps. 19: 7-11.)

Question 1. —Why should children read
the Scriptures? Ans.—2 Tim. 3: 15.

Q. 2.—How are we born again?
Ans.—1 Pet. 1: 23.
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Q. 3.—After we are born again, in what
way are we to be like babes?
Ans.—1 Pet. 2: 2.

Q. 4.—What was an Ethiopian eunuch
doing when Philip went to him, and
what was he reading?

Ans.—Acts 8: 28, 32, 33.

Q. 5—Who knew his heart, and sent
Philip to him? Ans.—vers. 26, 29.

Q. 6.—What did Philip ask him?
Ans.—ver. 30.

Q. 7.—What did he ask Philip about
what he read? Ans.—ver. 34.

Q. 8.—What could Philip tell him?
Ans.—ver. 35; John 1: 29.

Q. 9.—After hearing such glad tidings,
how did the eunuch go on his way?
Ans.—ver. 39; Ps. 19: 8.

Q. 10.—Why were the Bereans said to be
noble? Ans.—Acts 17: 11.

Q. 11.—What does the Word of God do
for the soul? Ans.—Ps. 19: 7-9.

Q. 12.—What did David say of it?
Ans.—Ps. 19: 10.
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Studies in the Christian Life
28.—READING GOD'S WORD
(Acts 8:26-39; Ps. 19: 7-11.)

The life begun needs nourishment, and
we are to-day to look at the food for the
Christian.

Q. 1. Find, “Desire the sincere milk
of the Word,"” etc.

1.—" Understandest thou what thou
readest ?’° Acts 8: 26-39.

We have here the place that God's
word occupies in conversion. Here is a
seeking soul who does not know the
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truth, but who searches God’s word. He
will surely find it.

Q. 2. Find, " Preach the Word.”

Q. 3. Find, "“Born again ... by the
Word of God,” etc.

How beautifully all is fitted together—
the anxious inquirer, the open Scriptures,
the servant to explain. Again we see,
as in Jno. 1, that the Lamb of God is the
object of faith. The eunuch hears, be-
lieves, confesses Christ. Philip leaves
him with God and the prcious book in
his hands which will lead and guide him.

Q. 4. Find, “ Search the Scriptures.”

Q. 5. Find, "Sanctify them through
thy truth,’’ etc.

Q. 6. Find, “Ye are strong, and _the
word of God abideth in you.”

These and many other scriptures show
the absolute necessity for the new-born
soul to feed upon the word of God. If
this is neglected we will have a poor,
weak, failing, worldly-minded person
easily led astray, with little or no joy in
the Lord, and no testimony to the world.
How many professors are like this! Sad
indeed it is when God's own children go
in the same way. We cannot be too plain
and earnest in this matter. Read the
Bible —daily, regularly, consecutively,
prayerfully, studiously.

We would make a few practical sug-
gestions: (1) Always read in the New Tes-
tament, beginning at Matthew, and on
through to Revelation; and then begin-
ning again. Do this a chapter a day, in
the morning before reading anything else.
(2) Read during the day or in the even-
ing a chapter from the Old Testament,
beginning at Genesis, and going through
to Malachi; then beginning again. (3)
Commit to memory one verse a day; first
a series of precious gospel and other
verses, as Jno. 3:16; Jno. 5:24; Rom.
3:23; Rom.5:1; Rom. 8: 31,32, and so
on. Then select a short Epistle, as Ephe-
sians, Galatians, etc., and commit it all
to memory, verse by verse. (4) Keep
a note-book and set down striking
thoughts that come to you, keeping
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a little daily record of your reading
and your thoughts. If this is done sim-
ply, perseveringly, you will have a good
store of food for your soul. Then make
use of it, feed on it, obey it.

Q. 7. Find, “ Thy words were found,
and I did eat them.”

2.—The perfect word of God. Ps.19:7-11.

In this beautiful psalm we have set
forth four great facts: (1) The wonders
of Creation. (2) The perfection of the
Word. (3) The fact of sin. (4) The Re-
deemer. We are to look at the beauties
of God's word, which are spread out be-
fore us in the Bible, as the glories of the
Creator are displayed in the opened heav-
ens. Various names for that Word are
used, and various effects described. (1)
The law of the Lord is perfect. The law
is that which points out His truth and
will. It converts or awakens the soul to
see its condition.

Q. 8. Find, “I had not known sin but
by the law.”

(2) His testimony is sure, making wise.
True wisdom comes from His word, the
witness of His truth.

Q. 9. Find, “I have more understand-
ing than all my teachers,” etc.

(3) His statutes, the expressed will of
God, give joy.

Q.10. Find, “As one that findeth great

spoil.”

(4) His commandments enlighten the
eyes.

Q. 11. Find, “ His commandments are

not grievous.”

(S) His fear—what results from keep-
ing His word—is clean. It is a holy,
happy fear.

Q. 12. Find, “ Walking in the fear of
God,” etc.

(6) His judgments, declared in His
word, abide forever.

Q. 13. Find, “The word that I have
spoken . . . shall judge,” etc.

His word issweet ; it is a faithful friend ;
keeping it ensures a greaf reward.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 16
Of 1what ia Mark 9: 2 a sample ?

Surely of that day when Jesus Clirist our Lord
will he manifested to all the world in the most
magnificent glory as King of kings and Lord of
lords, ‘Ol His glorious appearing,’’ say L. S.
and . 8. (Buffalo); ‘" Of His coming,’ say H.
C.S. and M, G. S. (Isl’ton). E F. (Casco) tells
us, ‘‘Mark 9:2 is a sample of the coming and
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ when He comes
with His loved ones. What a blessed day will it
be for believers when we behold His glorions
face !”” And what a day for this sad world when
our Lord comes in glory to set up liis righteous
throne! First we must be gathered o Him, and
meet Him in the clouds, that we may come with
Him. Will the reader be ready when He comes
for His Church to take them to Himself ?

Question 28.—What is the value of reading
God's Word ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Washed and Brushed Up!”’ shows the
power of the Lord to keep as well as to
save, but let us remember He saves first.
We must go to Him just as we are, for
it is sinners Jesus came to save.

Memory Verse

“The law of the Lord is perfect, convert-
ing the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple” (Ps. 19: 7).

Entered as Second-Closy BMatter at the New York Moat Ofica.
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Jesus Coming to His Own in Trial
(Matt. 14: 13-32)
LL night our Lord had been upon
A the mountain in prayer. He had
fed the great company of 5.000
people who had come to Him
from different cities and parts of the
land ; and after He had sent the disciples
away in the boat, He sent the multitude
away also, and Himself went up into the
mountain for a season of communion
with the Father.

But the disciples were having a hard
time of it on the stormy lake, and al-
though they had left in the evening, and
had been rowing a great part of the
night, they had only gone three or four
miles (a furlong is '6 of a mile, John 6:

s s s s ——
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19), for thc wind was right against them.

PPerhaps some of our young readers know

how diflicult it is to row a boat against

the wind ; sometimes being driven in the

opposile direction in spite of our utmost
cfforts.

It was toward morning, “in the fourth
watch” (as the Romans divided the night),
when they must have been very weary,
and perhaps discouraged, that they saw
what they supposed to be a spirit, and
they cried out in alarm. At once they
heard the familiar voice of their beloved
Master, who said, ‘' Be of good cheer.
ItisI; be not afraid.” Then Peter, who
was bolder than the others, said, “ Lord,
if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on
the water.” And the Lord answered,
“Come.” Whereupon Peter got down
from the boat, and he too walked on the
water to go to Jesus.

He seems to have
got along all right at
first, occupled with
getting to Jesus, but
when he looked at
the boisterous waves,
he was afraid, and
began to sink. Our
picture shows him
just at that mo-
ment, when the Lord
reached out His hand
and caught him, and
brought him safely
to the ship.

The Lord's coming
down from the moun-
tain to the disciples
in distress, sugyests
tlis coming down
from heaven to His
much - tried people
down here. It was in
a time of distress
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that He came to them on the lake; and
is not the world already tossed as a ship
in the storm?

How needful it is that we be ready to
meet Him when He does come. And
“How can we be ready?’” some young
reader may ask. Just by confessing our
sins, to Him who died to put them away.
*“ If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jno. 1:9).
When we are cleansed by Him in this
way, we are ready to meet Him, and need
not fear His coming, for then it is a
Jriend that we look for, as He said to the
disciples that were troubled, “It #s I, be
not afraid.”

*“To them that look for Him, shall He
appear the second time, without sin,
unto salvation ” (Heb. 9:28). R. B.E.

o

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

P

29.—PRAYING TO GOD
(Lk. 11: 1-13]; Ps. 145: 18, 19.)

Question 1.—What did one of His disci-
ples ask the Lord? Ans.—Luke 11: 1.

Q. 2.—Do we pray to a God far off?
Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 3.—Why should we go to God as to a
father? Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 4.—What three things does the Lord
encourage His people to do?
Ans.—ver. 9.-

Q. 5.—What is said to those who ask,
seek, and knock? Ans.—ver. 9.

Q. 6.—What is better than seeking help
from people in time of trouble?
Ans.—Ps. 146: 3, 5.

Q. 7.—What did David say after a time
of trial ? * Ans.—Ps. 34: 4, 6.

Q. 8.—For what are we especially en-
couraged to ask? Ans.—James 1: 5.

Q. 9.—How are we to ask?

Ans.—James 1: 6, 7.

Q. 10.—Is God able to answer our pray-

ers? Ans.—Eph. 3: 20.
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Q. 11.—Is He far away from those who
turn to Him? Ans.—Ps. 145: 18.

Q. 12.—Why can Christians come boldly
to God’s throne and find it a throne of
grace? Ans.—Heb. 4:15; 7: 25.

Our IBible Class-

Studies in the Christian Life

29.—PRAYING TO GOD
(Lk. 11: 1-13; Ps. 145: 18, 19.)

Our previous lesson was upon the most
important subject of reading the word
of God. To-day we follow with one
closely connected with it—prayer. The
first passage of our lesson shows this
connection by being in immediate rela-
tion to the lesson of hearing the word
of God.

Q. 1. Find, “Which also sat at Jesus’
feet and heard His word.”

The word of God and prayer go to-
gether.

Q. 2. Find, “Sanctified by the word
of God and prayer.”

Prayer apart from the Word would be
unintelligent and probably selfish. We
learn how to pray from the Scriptures,
which show us our need and encourage
our faith, On the other hand mere read-
ing of Scripture which did not stir up to
prayer, might easily lead to spiritual dry-
ness and pride.

1.—An example and model.
1-4.

If any one was ever beyond the neces-
sity for prayer, it was our blessed Lord.
But we find Him constantly in prayer,
especially in this Gospel.

Q. 3. Find three instances of this in
Luke.

Q. 4. Find His great prayer in John.

We are not told whether our Lord was
praying aloud or silently, but in either
case He was seen by His disciples. At
times He prayed alone.

Q.5. Find an instance of this.

Lk. 11:
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We may be sure that His prayers were
largely of an intercessory nature, and
not for His own needs.

Q. 6. Find, “I have prayed for thee.”

His disciples, stirred by His example,
ask to be taught to pray, adding that
John had taught his disciples. They
needed to be taught, for their religion
was largely formal or ritualistic. While
need had always turned- to God with its
requests, yet there was neither theliberty
nor the intelligence which mark the pres-
ent dispensation of grace. The disciples
were on the verge of the new dispensa-
tion, while still in the old.

Q. 7. Find Abraham's intercessory
prayer; the prayer of Jabez; that of king
Hezekiah.

The “Lord’s prayer” is given as a
model, not in form, but in spirit. We do
not find in it the full expression of con-
scious liberty, produced by the Spirit as
now given; it deals rather with an
earthly than a heavenly people. And
yet it is absolutely perfect, and just suited
to the condition of the disciples, and of
those in similar circumstances. It isvery
striking that we have no forms of prayer
given in the epistles. The Spirit was to
guide.

Q. 8.
Ghost.”

First, after the knowledge of Him as
Father is given, we note the claims of
God have the precedence —‘' Hallowed
be Thy name,” etc. He must be first, if
man is to be blessed.

Q. 9. When did our Lord say, “ Not
My will but Thine?”

Our great need is to hallow, to rever-
ence God’'s name. If men do not rever-
ence God, they cannot be blessed. Closely
connected with this is the desire for His
kingdom to come and His will to be done.
No improvement of the world as it is can
ever establish abiding peace and right-
eousness. Next, man's personal needs
are presented—food for the day, mercy
for our failures, as we also show mercy
to others.

Find, “Praying in the Holy
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Q. 10. Find, “As your Father in heav-
en is merciful.”

Then come special prayers, which yet
have a wider application—against tempt-
ation and for deliverance from evil.

Q. 11. Find, ‘“ Your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion,” etc.

2. — Importunacy and encouragement.
Vers. 5-13.

Most encouraging is this part. Our
Lord gives an example of almost shame-
less insistence, and encourages us then
to ask God for what almost seems to be
too much. Indeed, nothing is too much
to ask Him about, if we come in the
right way and the right spirit.

Q. 12. Find, “If ye shall ask anything
in My name,” etc.

Q. 13. Find, “If we ask anything ac-
cording to His will,” etc.

“Ask, seek, knock’’—increasing degrees
of intensity, showing that we need not
fear to be too bold.

Q. 14. Find, “Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace.”

Need we fear God will give us some-
thing to harm us? Would a father give
his child stone for bread? God will give
all good—summoned up in the word *‘the
Holy Spirit.” We need not pray now for
the gift of the Holy Spirit, for He has
come, but that He may be unhindered in
our hearts.

3.—A clear promise. Ps. 145:18, 19.

The Old Testament adds its testimony
to what we have been considering—a
most sweet assurance.

e
s

THE LETTER BOX

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 17 TO 20

The fAgures indicate the number of Quexifons anncered
by each one.

Adair, Iown, 4, C. E. M., C. F. M.

Albany, N. Y, 4, E. B, . J. B, D. E. C,
C.N.,, B. H. T.

Allentown, Penn., 4, K. L. M., B.R. 3, R.A. R,
EF.R 2 AW, 1,G. 8 I, IT.J. H., M.
L. I, R.C I, W. R
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Awnsterdam, N, Vi 4, A. E Ry In 1L, B D, R,
V. 3, AP, L3 Vank,

Anoka, Minn., I M. T I,

Balthimore, Md., 4 K.QG., E. LI, L. E I, F
Jo, LoJog R I, I'.. T. !!., M. DY,

Bowem. I’'a,, 4, A. I, I°,

Buffalo, N. Y., 4, L. 8. 3, E. Mol(., C. W., E. A.
W. 2,M. A, 1, C Mol.,, W, 8, Hrvey §,,

1lerbert 8.
Cns0o, Wis,, 4, M. I'. A, E. F,
P. E. L., E. M. G,,

Cnriton, Kans,, 4, R. C. IR,
A.E G, R ILG. 3,0.V.E. 2 J. . H.J. 1,
J. G. J..l’ B. J.,, D. M. J.

Chleago, Ii1,, 4, I1.A. I, W. F. I[.,G. L., R. A. S.

Dunkirk, N.Y,, 4, A. C. ., L. ll ‘E. MoL J.
R. MoL.

Holland, Mioh., -l J.P.,D.P.

Islington, Mass. E. M G E. M.C., R.C. M.,
11.C. 8., moé L. 8., E. C. 8., Il A. 8.

Minncnpoha, Mion., 4 D. 1. D.

Nowark, N. J., 4. l[ P W.

Ottawn Oant., 4 . E. 0 M. E C, J. L.

Phllndelphm. Pn (l\onsmgtou) 4, A.E. A. 3, F.
c 9 D.C, 1 A. E. M.
(\Vim’n) 4, G. E. H., B. K, W. B. T.
(West) 4, E. H., J. W. H., J.J. 1., P. E. MoC.

1, T. W,

Pittsbarg, Pa.,, 4, M. L. 0., E. 0. C,, 1. A. C., J.
MoT., L. S., M. 8. 1, R V. McT.

Rochord Illinons. 4, A. c. L. 3,E. A. A, H. A.
L., V. H. 2, M, B. 1 M. R, G. F. R, Jr.
Schenectady, N. Y., 4, L. W. M., E. T. M., C. C.

L., M. E.S. 1,H.E. S.

Trenton N.J.,4,B. M. B., M. H.C., A.D,,C. D,,
L.V.G., H.J. H.,, L.V. H., R. I. H., R. P. L., A.
H.J,, 0.J WP.J.L.K,0.J. M, C. L. M.,G. R.
M., J. M. M., R.M.M,, R.R. M., G. N. P,, R. P.,
H. E.S., A.S., W.8..Jr.,, W. 8., Sr. 3, R.A.,
F.M.C, E. V. H,, M. E. H.,, A. R. J., M. E.
P,C.L.S. 2 R E H,G.M,RP,IP
P, B.S. 1,B.C.,J. F.G.C., R. A. H., T. D.
J., R H.J.,N.V.S.

Vancouver, B. (o 4 E N.D,K.LD,ILH,TF.
R, R H.W.. G. N.E.B.

Wmhingwn, D.0,4,V.J.C,G.E.C,C.E E,
M. E., E.M. S, N. H.. N.V. McD. 3., C.E,
M. B, M. E.D,, L. M. E,, M. P. I, E, M. L.,

W.L S,E H. W, 2 M A.B,S. F. (ncw),
B. .. W. H., 1" W. H., M, M. I’[., 1. H,, E
JS,ET, FILW. 18 J 8, M. F. B,
A.F. D, M. 1L,,0 K., E T, MoD., V. M., M.
P., H.S.,, B.W,, D.W,, E.W.

Woodland, Mo., 4, E. W. B B. . B, A. W, B

Aephyrhills, Florldn. 4 F.W.8., E A S, JL L
VW, R.L. 8, K. R. 8 3CRW

DRELAYKD ANHWERS

To Ques. 12, M. B. (Wash'ton). To Ques. 13 Lo
10, L. F, D.(Harria'g) and D.C. 8 ( Phil’n.). To
Ques. 14. L. D, and L. R (Washinglton). To
Quen. 14 to 16, E. W, B, (Wnali’ton).
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 17
IWhat in the way to true grealnes s

“‘T'o tnko the lowly place,’’ i the answor in
one sontenoe, from 1.0, H., R M. M., R, It; M.,
and A. 8. (‘I'renton), O. L. nn(l W, L 8. (Wash'
ton). “Wa wlo bolievo, In order to be truly
great must servo in hnmhleneay,”” pay T. I8
( Baltlmore) and L.V, }I. (Trenton), J. R. doL.
(Dunkirk) enforces this thought by quoting 1 Pet.
6: 6. C. E. M, (Adair) tol)s ua, **Ono must for-
got scll, truat In Jesus, and be as n child, Mark 9:
36-37,"" while R. M. (Ial’ton), G. F. I&. (Rook’tl)
and R, L. S. { Zoph’hills) say, ** We will have true
greatness if wo follow in the ateps of Christ, lor
Ho minlstered unto, and was servant of all.”?
We quote from L. K. (Trentnu{ * The renl secret
of true greatness is found at tho foot of Calvary’s
oross, which comes from following Christ, and
give us greatness which abides forever, in contrnat
with that of this world, which comes to nnoght."’

Question 29.—What is the value of prayer
to a child of God?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“One of Your Foes”” from a South
African tradition tells us something of
the power of sin. What a terrible thing
it is, is shown by the fact that none
other could put it away but the Son of
God Himself.

Memory Verse

* And | say unto you, Ask, and it shall be
givenyou; seek, and ye shall ind; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you™ (Lk. 11: 9).

—
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Vou. 18

The Sorrowful End of a Proud
and Wilful Son

HE Bible gives us the history of

many persons, good and bad, but
&) always with the object in view

of use and blessing to those who
read them. When we write the biogra-
phy of a person we are very apt to give
a glowing account of that person, telling
all we know that is praiseworthy, and
omit the other side. Or, if the writer is
unfriendly to the person he writes about,
it is probable that prominence

JULY 28 1918
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poxson is injected into the flesh bythe bite
of a viper. The poison of pride is now
in us all, the children of Adam, but we
are to hate it, and pray God it should
not have the rule over us as it did over
Absalom.

The youth of Absalom must have been
very attractive —born a prince, well-
formed, beautiful, cultivated, and in favor
with all Israel. What more could he
wish? Well, pride is like a gnawing
worm within the breast. He wished to

be king. He possibly might have been
after his father’s death, but he could not

is given to acts of meanness
or wrongs committed. But
God’'s book is fair and true
—never unjust. So that in
reading the Bible narratives
our minds need to be exer-
cised to discern between good
and evil.

Absalom was a son of
king David, and his mother,
Maachah, was daughter of
the king of Geshur. Absalom
grew up to be a very beauti-
ful man: ‘“In all Israel there
was none to be so much
praised as Absalom for his
beauty” (2 Sam. 14 : 25) ; on
account of this—his beauty
and parentage—he grew very
proud and wilful, which
ended in his destruction. O
young people, beware of
pride! It has been the ruin
of him who now bears the
terrible name of ““The Dragon,
that old serpent, which is the
Devil, and Satan”(Rev. 20: 2);
and it is the poison of pride
that he instilled in the minds
of Eve and Adam in Eden, as
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wait. Pride was gnawing within him,
and he resolved to dethrone his father,
and kill him if necessary!

So Absalom, under the false pretence of
fulfilling a vow he had made to God,
gathered his friends in the city of Hebron
and raised there a conspiracy against his
father. All went ‘“‘swimmingly " for a
while, and God allowed it, that the hearts
of many should be made manifest. So
the noble-looking, but wicked, Absalom
came to Jerusalem and was proclaimed
king all over Israel, while David and his
faithful friends and servants had gone
weeping from Jerusalem—it was a touch-
ing scene. (You can read it in 2 Sam. 15:
13-30.)

Soon came the day of retribution, how-
ever. The friends of David gathered to
him beyond Jordan where he had fled,
and Absalom and his followers came to
battle against David. The two armies
joined in battle, and Absalom and his
army were defeated and fled, pursued by
David’s army. Now the great shock of
hair, of which Absalom had been so proud,
served him very badly, for as the mule on
which he rode rushed under the thick
boughs of a branching oak, his hair
caught in the branches, and he remained
suspended by it while the mule
went from under him. Poor Absalom !
His pride was his ruin. David’s army,
were pursuing; Absalom was discovered
hanging from the tree, and reported to
Joab, the army commander, who dogged-
ly thrust three darts through the heart
of Absalom.

David had commanded his army to
spare the life of Absalom, for his sake,
because Absalom was his son. Now
when the tidings were brought that
Absalom was slain, David lamented for
him with pitiful voice, crying, ‘O my son
Absalom ... would God I had died for
thee; O Absalom, my son, my sonl” Is
it not touching to hear the afilicted fa-
ther lament for his son like that—rebel-
lious though he was? Well, dear young
readers, God laments over the death of
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the wicked. He called to Ilis rebellious
people through Ezekiel thus: * Turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will
ye die, O house of Israel?"” and you surely
remember how Jesus wept over the Jeru-
salem that was about to murder Him!

David could not die for his son Absalom,
though he said, “Would God I had died
for thee, “ but God—so great is His love
for man—in the person of His Son
gave Himself for us, the sinners, “that
whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”” We
who believe Him, now love Him, “ because
He first loved us.” Can yox say this from
your heart?

aNamma’s Risses

A KisSs when I wake in the morning,
A kiss when I go to bed,

A kiss when I burn my fingers,
A kiss when I bump my head;

A kiss when my bath is over,
A kiss when my bath begins;
My mamma is as full of kisses—
As full as nurse is of pins.

A kiss when I play with my rattle,
A kiss when I pull her hair;

She covered me over with kisses
The day that I fell down stair.

A kiss when I give her trouble,
A kiss when I give her joy :
There's nothing like mamma’s kisses
To her own little baby-boy.
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30.—OBEYING GOD
(Matt.4: 18-22; Jno.14: 22-24 ; Jas. 1:
22-27.)

Question 1.—When the Lord Jesus called
Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John,
what were they doing?

Ans.—NMlatt. 4: 18, 21.

Q. 2.—What did He say to them?
Ans.—vers. 19, 21.

Q. 3.—How did they obey Him?
Ans.—vers. 20, 22.

Q. 4.—What is promised to those who
obey what God says ?

Ans.—Deut. 11: 27.

Q. 5.—Who lost a kingdom through dis-
obedience? Ans.—1 Sam. 15: 23, 24.

Q. 6.—What does God think of obedience
to Him? Ans.—1 Sam. 15: 22.

Q. 7.—How do His people show they love
their Saviour? Ans.—John 14: 21, 23.

Q. 8.—What is promised to those who
keep Hiswords? Ans.—John14:23.

Q.9.—Where did David hide God’s word ?
Ans.—Ps. 119:11.

Q. 10.—Why does God want us to keep
His word and walk in His ways?
Ans.—Prov. 3: 17.

Q. 11.—When people hear God’s word,
but do not obey it, what are they like?
Ans.—]Jas. 1: 23, 24.

Q. 12.—Who are blessed of God ?
Ans.—]Jas. 1: 25.

“ Our fBible Class J'

Studies in the Christian Life
30.—OBEYING GOD
(Matt. 4 : 18-22; Jno. 14: 22-24; Jas. 1:
22-27.)
If the new-born soul has learned the
of God and of prayer, it is fitted for that
two-fold lesson of feeding upon the word

which is now before us—the path of obe-
dience.
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Sin came in through disobedicnce, In-
dependence of God and insubjection to
Him. The sccret of all creature happi-
ness is obedience to the Author of our
being. This lesson is stamped upon all
nature—both animate and inanimate
things obey the laws of their being.
Think of the chaos if the stars and the
earth were not obedient to the law of
gravitation, which is nothing but the will
and power of God; if every particle of
matter were not obedient to the law of
cohesion. In nature this obedience is
involuntary, but man, endowed with in-
tellect and will, is responsible and there-
fore free to choose. Thus sin came in
by man’s will choosing disobedience in-
stead of subjection to God. Scripture,
history, observation and our own experi-
ence-unite in witness to the awful ruin.

Q. 1. Find, “By one man’s disobe-
dience many were made sinners.’

Q. 2. Find, “By one man sin entered
into the world.”

Q. 3. Find, “The wages of sin is
death.”

None can dispute these solemn facts,
and if such are the results of disobedience
in the unsaved, how can the child of God
expect any blessing in a similar course ?

Q. 4. Find, “ Because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the chil-
dren of disobedience.”

Q. 5. Find, “Asobedient children,” etc.

Obedience is the mark of the children
of God as disobedience is of the unsaved.
We come now to look at the scriptures of
our lesson.

1.—" Follotv Me.” Matt. 4: 18-22.

Obedience is not a legal thing, nor is
it done in order to gain life, but because
that life is already possessed. It is not
occupation with certain rules of life, no
matter how excellent; but it consists
primarily and chiefly in following Christ.
This suggests attraction to a Person,
cleaving to Him and abiding in His com-.
pany. Simon, Andrew, James and John
were already attracted to the person of
the Lord. They had doubtless been
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brought to repentance and faith in Him
according to the measure of their knowl-
edge. It is most important to see this.
Even obedience cannot displace faith.
But these young disciples are now called
to a life of service; they are to be
*“ fishers of men.” How can they be truly

that? Only by following, by cleaving to
the Lord.

Q. 6. Find, “That ye should follow
His steps. "

Q. 7. Find, As He walked.”

Q. 8. Find, “Abide in Me and I in
you."”

Q. 9. Find, “So walk ye in Him.”

These and many other scriptures give
us the fruits and source of Christian obe-
dience.

2.—Abiding fellowship. Jno. 14: 22-24.

Let it be unmistakably understood that
Christians are different from the world.

They have a different nature, life, ob-
ject and motives. Therefore when our
Lord is asked why—for that is the mean-
ing of the phrase, “ How is it””—He is to
manifest Himself to His own and not to
the world, the answer is, The world can-
not see nor know the things of the Spirit.

Q. 10. Find, “ They are foolishness
unto him,” etc.

The child of God is to have a revela-
tion of Christ by Hisdwelling in the heart.

Q. 11. Find, “ That Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith.”

How amazing the thought—the Father
and the Son dwelling with us! Those
who love Him, “because He first loved
us,” who keep His word, will know this
blessedness, at once the power for obe-
dience and its standard.

3.—Practical piety. Jas. 1: 22-27.

Christianity is intensely practical. It is
not a creed, but a life, a reality. So
James would test all that professed to be
faith. Did it hold fast the word of God?
Did it produce the fruits of true faith?

Q. 12. Find, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.”’
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 18

IWVhat should one do to hare eternal life?

‘“Believe ou tbe Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt he saved,” answer R. C. H., M. I. H., H.
J. H.(Allen’n); J. M. M., A. R. J,, E. L., C. D.,
aud B. M. B. (Trenton), nnd E M. C(lahngton)
also quote Acts 16: 31; John 3:15, 16; 65: 24
6: 27,37, 40, 17; 20: 31; Rom 6: 8; 6 2.{ Eph.
2:8and 1Jno.'5: 13. ** We are all ainners, and
can do notbing ; but the Loml Jesus did all
the work, while we only trust,’’ is the thooght of
L. G, L. K. and C. L. M. (‘I'renton) and M. A:
B. (Wnsh ton). *‘Come to Jesus, own yourself a
sinner and Him as Saviour,” say H. J. H. and F.
C. (Trenton) and B. H. B. (Woodlnnd)

Nearly all of our young correspondents are very
clear as to the way ot being saved, but a most
important point is bLronght out by H. E. C.
(Ottawa), B. S. and M. E P.(Trenton). who urge
all to ‘*believe the Lord Jesus Christ as 1Is or
HER personal Saviour.!”” Have you done this? If
not, will yon trust in Jesus NOW ?

Question 30.—What blessed promise is
given in to-day's lesson to those who love and
obey the Lord Jesus?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Why Russell gave his Life” is another
faint illustration of the kindness of One
who died for you.

Memory Verse

“But be ye doers of the word. and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves’

(James 1: 22).
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Vain Religion,
Or, “ Where is the Lamb for a Burnt Offering 7’

UR picture represents a mural
painting from the walls of the
famous Congressional Library at
Washington, D. C. It is called
“RELIGION; "’ and is considered very beau-
tiful. But, though a beautiful painting,
it brings sad thoughts to the Christian,
for though there is an altar, with fire
upon it, there is no sacrifice, no blood—
no slaughtered lamb or goat or bullock.
All such-religion is vain, for God says in
His word that ** without shedding of blood
is no remission,” or forgiveness of sins.
The ' worshipers” may devoutly kneel
(as in the picture), and devoutly pray,
but they have no ground of acceptance
before God, even as Cain was not accepted
before Him.
In Old Testament times no one dared

)
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approach God without some animal sac-
rifice. So Abel brought ‘‘ the firstling of
his flock,” which died in his stead, and for
this he was accepted ; “ God testifying of
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet
speaketh” (Heb. 11: 4). May you, dear
reader, hear that voice speaking to you
from the earliest age of human history,
telling you in terms unmistakable that it
is ““the blood (and the blood alone) that
maketh atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:
11). This does not mean that the blood
of any animal could take away or atone
for sin, but these Old Testament sacri-
fices were types or pictures of Jesus, the

Lamb of God. You know the grand
old hymn:
t Not all the blood of heasts

On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience pence,
Or wash away its stain.”

It is ‘“Christ the heavenly Lamb’
who offered Himself on Calvary,
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“ A saorifice of nobler nnme,
Aund richer blood thun they.”

It alone can take away our sins. You
remember how [saac on his way to Mount
Moriah asked Abraham his father saying,
“Behold the fire and the wood ; but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering? ”’
and you know the answer, “ And Abra-
ham said, My son, God will provide Him-
self a lamb for a burnt.offering.” And
that is just what God has done in giving
Jesus, His only begotten Son to die for us.
He was the spotless Lamb of God, and
was offered upon the cross to take away
the sins of those who confess them, and
who thus saves our souls.

But blind religion denies this, as does
the picture before us—reverent postures,
beautiful flowers, an altar, the fire, but
where is the lamb, the sacrifice offered for
sin? Alas, it is not there; and this is
the fatal defect; the “one thing needful *’
to atone for the worshiper’s sins is absent.
Art ignores this necessity, and Satan by
pictures such as this deceives people, that
he may lead them religiously to leave out,
and then deny the one thing needful—
the atonement for sin.

O reader, young or old, be warned by
these plain words of the devices of your
soul’s great enemy, and trust to Christ
alone for salvation. God says, “ Neither
is there salvation in any other, for there
is none other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved ”

: C. KNAPP.

FORK THE LITTLE ONES

o}

Dy Sweetcst Song

I LOVE to sing of that great Power
That made the earth and sea;
But better still I love the song
Of * Jesus died for me.”

I love to sing of shrub and flower,
Of field and plant and tree;
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But sweetest note for ever is,
That “ Jesus died for me.”

I love to hear the little birds
Attune their notes with glee;

But guileless mirth can not suggest
That “ Jesus died for me.”

I love to think of angels’ songs,
From sin and sorrow free;

But angels cannot strike their notes
To * Jesus died for me.”

I love to think the time shall come,
When men shall happy be;

But [ am happy now, because
My “ Jesus died for me.”

I love to speak of God, of heaven,
And all its purity,—

God is my Father, heaven my home,
For “ Jesus died for me.”

And when I reach that happy place,
From all temptation free,

I'll tune my ever-rapturous notes
With *““Jesus died for me.”

e->caepcancaneoan

.
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31.—GROWTH
(Lk. 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8.)

Question 1.—What was noticeable about
the Lord Jesus when a child?
Ans.—Lk. 2: 47.

Q. 2.—What was He doing even then?
Ans.—ver. 49 (I. p.); Heb. 10: 9.

Q. 3.—0Obedience to God made Him obe-

dient to someone else: who was that?
Ans.—ver. 51; Eph. 6: 1.

Q. 4.—What is said of Him?
Ans.—ver. 52.

Q. 5.—How may God’s people grow too,
and what makes them grow?
Ans.—1 Pet. 2: 2.

Q. 6.—Before a child can grow it must
live: how can we be born again and
have eternal life?

Ans.—1 Pet. 1:23; John 5: 24.
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Q.7.—Faith is belief inwhat God says: why
must we have faith? Ans.—Heb. 11: 6.

Q. 8.—How does the apostle Peter speak
of faith? Ans.—2 Pet. 1: 1.

Q. 9.—\Vhat does faith hear and trust?
Ans.—2 Pet. 1: 4 (f.p.); John 5: 24.
Q. 10.—What other things are we told to
add to faith, and how?

Ans.—2 Pet. 1: 5-7.

Q. 11.—They are things that even chil-
dren can have when they trust Jesus;
what will having them with faith do?
Ans.—ver. 8.

Q. 12.—For what did Paul thank God re-
garding the Thessalonians?

Ans.—2 Thess. 1: 3.

Q. 13.—What are the last things written
by Peter, both to Christians and of his
Lord? Ans.—2 Pet. 3: 18.

f':_O”R‘ 5 ~=
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Studies in the Christian Life
31.—GROWTH
(Lk. 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8,)

God has never intended that His chil-
dren should remain in a state of infancy.
How pathetic it is to see a child which
does not grow, both physically and men-
tally. We love to carry the little babe in
our arms, but as it grows older we right-
ly expect to see it grow up into vigorous
youth and manhood. Growth is a law
both of our spiritual and natural being.

Q. 1. Find, “That ye may grow
thereby.”

Q. 2. Find, “Your faith groweth ex-
ceedingly.”

Q. 3. Find, “That we henceforth be
no more children.”

Our lesson gives us the twofold truth
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of our Lord's growth and that of His
people.

1.—The growth of the Lord Jesus. Lk.
2: 42-52.

The Gospel of Luke is the Gospel of the
manhood of our Lord. This is a most
holy theme, producing worship and ador-
ation when the truth is perceived, but if
that truth is perverted or mixed with
error it becomes most deadly. If our
Lord’s real humanity is denied, we fall
into error even though maintaining fully
His deity.

Q. 4. Find, “ The Word became flesh,”
etc.

Q. 5. Find, ‘‘He took upon Him the
form of a servant.”

Q. 6. Find, *“ The Man Christ Jesus.”

On the other hand, if with the truth
of His humanity is mingled the error that
He was not perfectly sinless—incapable
of sin—or that He was not also “ God
over all blessed forever,” we have lost
our Saviour!

Q. 7. Find, “ That Holy Thing.”

Q. 8. Find, “Who knew no sin.”

Our Lord was really born a Babe,
wrapped in the garments of helpless in-
fancy, though:Lord of all. He grew in
wisdom and stature, that is, both mentally
and bodily. He was not, in the ordinary
sense of the word, a precocious child.
Obedient, confiding, He was perfect; but
one supreme object controlled Him—His
Father’'s business. This means, He
knew God as His Father. He had no
sense of distance from Him, as sinful
men must have. He turned as naturally
to the things of God as water flows to
the ocean. His childhood was not
thoughtless, but a perfect delight in God,
whose interests He placed above even
parental solicitude. Indeed, He rebukes
their unbelief. Why should they seek
Him anywhere but in His Father’s house ?
Did they not know His nature, His mir-
aculous birth? And yet He was perfectly
subject to their control. Matchless com-
bination! No wonder He grew up be-
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fore the eye of God and man in all the
beauty of His holy life.

2.—The growth of the belicver.
1.58.

As there was never any change in our
Lord’s nature, although He grew as a
perfect youth, so in the child of God
there is the same nature throughout, im-
parted at new birth. Itis a great mis-
take to suppose that the flesh, or 6ld
nature, gradually improves.

Q. 9. Find, ““That which is born of

the flesh is flesh.”
_ It is only the new life and nature that
expands and grows up for God. Itis as
linked with Christ by new birth and the
indwelling Spirit that we thus grow.

Q. 10. Find, “Christ liveth in me.”

But while the nature is divine in its
source and’ character, we have our re-
sponsibilities to ‘“ use all diligence,” and
this is what we have in the passage be-
fore us. It is well to notice that it is not
exactly “add” to'your faith, etc., but
rather “ have;” that is, it is not some-
thing fresh imparted, but the elements of
the life already possessed being allowed
their full sway.

- Faith is the foundation, or root princi-
ple.

Q. 11. Find, “ Without faith it is im-
possible to please [God].”

But faith is to be marked by “courage,”
the “virtue” of open, bold confession.

Q. 12. Find, “With the mouth con-
fession is made."”’

Courage is not to be a blind thing, but
marked by ‘ knowledge,” furnished by
the word of God. This in turn is held in
proper course by “temperance,” or “self-
control.”

Q. 13. Find, “ Wise as serpents.”

“Endurance,” not a spasmodic efferves-
ence, is the true “patience,” whichin turn
is marked by “ godliness,” not a stoical
indifference. = Godliness is not a cold
thing, but marked by the warmth of
brotherly love, and this rises to that
higher “love ”” which is Godward. Thus
“faith” and “love” are linked together.

2 Pet.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 19
What made blind Bartimeus vchole?

*“Blind Bartimeus wns made whole, received
his sight, through faith in the Lord Jesus,'’ an-
sawers L. K.(Trenton). ‘‘Wetoo were blind once
to the beauties we now see in Christ ; bat since
wo cried out for mercy we have received sight.'’
G. M., C. D., A. D. and B. M. B, (Trenton) con-
cur in this thought, and H. J. H, (Trenton) adds
that *‘ the snme power that made Bartimeus whole
changes us, or passes wus from death unto life
(John 5: 24).” Jesns eaid to him, '*Thy faith
hath made theewhole’ (or, saved thee). Let me
ask each correspondent, Is this true in younr case ?

Question 31.—How can we grow in grace?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Half an Inch Short” points out what
it is to be short of a standard, and God's
word declares: “All have sinned, and
come short of theglory of God ’(Rom. 3 :23).

Memory Verse

“ And he went down with them, and came
to Nazareth, and was subject unto them : but
his mother kept all these sayings in her heart ”’

(Luke 2:51).
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The Boating Party

HO does not love the water and
w boating and flowers ?—especially
such beautiful flowers as the
water-lily, with its snowy white
petals and its heart of gold.

When I was a boy lived beside a lake,
and there I learned to swim and fish and
row a boat. There was another lake
about a mile away; and one Sunday two
boys from the city went there and took
a boat to which they had no right; and
when in the middle of the lake where it
was very deep the boat was capsized. As
n either of the boys could swim they were
both drowned.
Their relatives and
friends dragged the
lake with grappling-
irons, and recovered
the bodies; but
what of that when
the life is gone? I
remember how all
we boys felt about
it. We knew it was
wrong to spend the §
Lord’s day seeking {
our own pleasure, |
and I hope the sol-
emn lesson was not
altogether lost upon
anyone of us.

There is a prom-
ise in the Old Test-
ament, which (while
it is not meant for
us living in New
Testament times) is
very precious, and
may teach us how
God would have
us reverence the

Lord’s day now as He encouraged the
Jews to observe the Sabbath day then.
It is Isaiah 58: 13, 14, and reads: “If
thou turn away thy foot from the sabh-
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honorable: and shalt
honor Him, not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speak-
ing thine own words: then shalt thou
delight thyself in the Lord; and I will
cause thee to ride upon the high places
of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spok-

en it.” How full and rich
this promise is! And how
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happy were those Jews who in the right
way and spirit kept their holy Sabbath
day.

And even if, as we know, the Sabbath
day was our Saturday, and we are not
now like the Jews under the law, it is
good for us and pleasing to God if we
are careful and spend the first day of the
week according to its name, the Lord’s
day—IHis day, not ours to spend in plea-
sure or unnecessary work. The world
around us is making of the holy Lord’s
day a holiday for pleasure—automobile
riding, moving pictures, games, and other
forms of amusement. This is not pleas-
ing to the Lord, and boys and girls, even
if not yet Christians, should beware of
doing like the wicked about them who are
fast casting off all fear of God.

Between Sunday-school and meetings
quiet walks may be taken or good books
read; and so the day will pass quickly
enough, and you will not have added to
your many other sins that of dishonoring
Christ by treating His day as one that is
common, just like the other six of the
week.

But better than that, take Him as your
own Saviour, and your Lord, and then
you can keep His day with delight. His
commandments are not grievous, Scrip-
ture says, and you have only to prove it
to learn that it is so. And remember,
another scripture says, ‘‘ He that is not
subject to the Son shall not see life but
the wrath of God abideth on him"” (John
3:3G, New Trans.). Yes, remember this |

C. KNarp.

Driving the cows to the pasture,
Feeding the horse in the stall,—
We little children are busy;
Sure, there is work for us all,
Helping Papa.

Spreading the hay in the sunshine,
Raking it up when it’s dry,
Picking the apples and peaches
Down in the orchard hard by,
Picking the grapes in the vineyard,
Gathering nuts in the fall,—
We little children are busy;
Yes, there'is work for us all,
Helping Papa.

Sweeping and washing the dishes;
Bringing the wood from the shed,
Ironing, sewing, and knitting,
Helping to make up the beds,
Taking good care of the baby,
Watching her lest she should fall,—
We little children are busy;
Oh, there is work for us all,
Helping Mamma.

Work makes us cheerful and happy,
Makes us both active and strong;
Play we enjoy all the better
When we have labored so long.
Gladly we help our kind parents,
Quickly we come to their call,
Children should love to be busy,—
There is much work for us all,
Helping Papa and Mamma.

& R

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

] FOR THE LITTLE ONES

Littlc Mclpcers

PLANTING the corn and potatoes,
Helping to scatter the seeds,

Feeding the hens and the chickens,
Freeing the garden from weeds,

32.—HELPING OTHERS
(Lk. 10: 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10.)

Question 1.—On what two command-

ments hang all the law and the proph-

ets? Ans.—Matt, 22: 37-39.

Q. 2.—What new commandment did the
Lord Jesus give to Ilis disclples ?
Ans.—John 13:34; 1 John 3: 23.
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Q.-3.—How mwuch did He love us?
Ans—Gal. 2: 20.

Q. 4—How will people know who are
Chnst’s disciples? Ans.—John 13: 35.

Q.5.—What made Paul preach to others?
Ans.—2 Cor. 5: 14.

Q. 6.—How can Christians show their
love to others, and so keep the Lord’s
commandment? Ans.—Gal. 6: 2.

Q. 7—What are among the ways of
bearing theé burdens of others?
Ans.—Rom. 12:13-15.

Q. 8.—In what way must everyone hear
his own burden, and no one can share
either it, or its reward ?

Ans—Rom. 2: 6; 1 Cor. 3: 8.

Q. 9.—Other people may not know our
motives ; who does know ?

- Ans.—Gal. 6: 7.

Q. 10.—Why are we not to be weary in
well-doing? Ans.—Gal. 6: 9.

Q.11.—To whom are we told todo good?
Ans.—Gal. 6: 10.

Q- 12.—Who Himself will give a reward,
and when? Ans.—Rev. 22: 12.
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Studies in the Christian Life
32.—HELPING OTHERS.
(Lk. 10: 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10.)

Having dwelt upon the personal side
of the Christian life, we come now to
speak of its fruits in love for others.

1.—Go, and do thou likewise. Lk. 10:
25-37. .

Had we space, we might dwell upon
the beautiful gospel of this passage—
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how in answer to the lawyer's question,
“ Who is my neighbor ?” our Lord depicts
the results of sin, the impotence of ritual
and the law to help the sinner, and the
merciful care of the stranger, who binds
up wounds and cares for the poor victim.
This is manifestly the purport of the
parable, a most effectual answer to the
vain thought of man to inherit eternal
life by some good thing.

Q. 1. Find, “ Not by works of right-
eousness which we have done.”

Q. 2. Find, " Without the deeds of the
law.”

Q. 3.

boast.”

But our lesson speaks of helping others,
and this parable is also a beautiful illus-
tration of this. We may look at it in
two ways—the spiritual and the tem-
poral. Man’s soul is of infinitely more
importance than his body, and help for
the immortal part far transcends the
supply of the bread which perisheth.

We are not the Good Samaritan, but
we can imitate His blessed example in
bringing the gospel to the needy souls
about us, and those far away. As we
look around we see men perishing. What
can bind up their wounds and impart
healing and comfort? Only the gospel.

Q. 4. Find, “ The whole world lieth in
wickedness” (or, “ the wicked one.”)

Q. 5. Find, “It (the gospel) is the
power of God,"” etc.

What blessed results follow the effec-
tual application of this healing balm—
peace to the conscience, love in the heart,
power in the life. How Paul felt the
constraint upon him to make this gospel
known.

Q. 6. Find, “I am debtor."”

As we are thus bound to seek pre-
sent the Gospel to men as their only heal-
ing, so too must we care for those who
have received it. Are we not really the
innkeeper, to whom our Lord says of
every saved soul, “ Take care of him?"

Find, “Lest any man should
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Q. 7. Find, " Some, pastors and teach-
ers.”

Q. 8. Find, “Feed the flock of God
which is among you.”

Q. 9. Find, “Having the same care
one of another.”

Then, being ever ready to minister the
precious gospel to-souls, we will also
seek to help the suffering, needy bodies
of men. How can a'sinner who is suffer-
ing bodily hunger, believe in the sin-
cerity of one who offers him a gospel
tract but refuses to give him food?

Q. 10. Find, ‘“ Be ye warmed and filled.”

Q. 11. Find, * How dwelleth the love of
God in him?”

2.—Sowing and reaping. Gal. 6: 1-10.

Similar truths to those we have been
dwelling upon are met with in this pas-
sage. Wehave pastoral care of an erring
brother in the first verses.

Q. 12. Find, “ Ye ought also to wash
one another’s feet.”

We are to bear one another’s burdens
—to support those who are cast down.

Q. 13. Find, “ Beareth all things.”

We are to beware of pride and self-
sufficiency, for how short do we come in
all this ministry of love.. The apostle re-
minds those who receive spiritual care
that they should be ready to impart of
their means to their teachers.

Q. 14. Tind, “ If we have sown unto
you spiritual things,” etc.

In short, let us be diligent in sowing to
the spirit, not to the flesh. Let us not
be weary in well-doing, ministering both
to bodily and spiritual need. ‘‘ Especially
unto them who are of the household of
faith” shows our first care is for God’s
people, and then for need of whatever
kind, and wherever found.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 20
What is the ground on which Qod answcers pruyer ?

We have had much about fuith in our recent
answers, and this also applies to this queation, for
L. & (Buffalo). M. P. A. (Casco), A. D. and H.
P. (Trenton) tell ns, ** God answers prayer on the
ground of [aith,” althongh *!first of all,”” eays E.
H. (Trenton), ‘*one must give himself to Jesus
and own Him as Lord, for without this there is no
answer to prayer.’’ J. L. (Ottawa) says, ‘* Faith
(James1: 6,7), obedience (1 Jno. 3:22),and abid-
ing in Christ (John 15:7).” L. G. (Trenton)
answers, ‘‘ Enter the sccret place of the Most
High in humility (Matt. 6: 6), forgive any griev-
ance agaiust any one (Mk. 11: 25), and above all
have fnith (Mk. 11: 24);?" while L.W. M. (Schen-
eo'y) says, ‘* God hears our prayers through Jesus
our great High Priest. If we ask anything in His
name, He will do it, provided it is good for us to
have it.”

Denr boys and girls, let us learn to pray—not
repeat n prayer simply, but really speak to God
of all that i3 on our hearts.

Question 32.—Whom can you help, and
how ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Mercy and Justice” tells what the Lord
Jesus came to bring—mercy and justice,
both togerther, for those who need it, and
who believe in Him.

.

Memory Verse

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap” (Gal. 6: 7).

Entered an Second-Clisa Matter at the New York "ost Office.
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A Home Above

E show you here, dear children, a
w picture of the winter home of a
O wealthy gentleman at Miami,
-l Florida. 1Is it not very beautiful ?
—not too showy, but a neat chaste style,
a little after the order of what is called
Spanish Mission, and very well suited to
a sub-tropical climate, such as south
Florida enjoys.

It may be very pleasant to possess or
live in a beautiful home such as this,
with every comfort and convenience,
with tastefully laid-out grounds, with
shade, and shrubbery and flowers, foun-
tains and well-kept walks, grand entrance
gates—every thing in fact that money
can procure and man’s mind devise. But
what would it all profit if we could not
say truthfully,

“I have n home alove,
From sin nnd sorrow free;

A mansion which oternnl love
Designed nnd formed for me?"

Or, in the language of the apostle Paul,
“'We have a building of God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens"”
(2 Cor. 5: 1).

And if we can say this, it does not
matter much what kind of a house we
live in here. It is only for a little while
at most that we occupy it, and then
we shall go to dwell in that eternal home
above which Christ has made ready for
us. Do you remember His words in John
14 : 2—" In My Father’s house are many
mansions; if it were not so I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for
you?” How beautiful—“many mansions;”
*““a place for you!” Yes; and who would
exchange such a home for the grandest
residence on earth?

“Sin and sorrow " cannot enter there;
the first, sin, is already in every home on
earth, for those who live in them are
sinners. “ All have sinned,” the Bible
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says in Romans, 3rd chap. And wherever
there is sin, there is sure to be sorrow in
some form or other —by sickness, dis-
appointment or death. It is sin that
brought sorrow into the world; and in
the eternal home above there can be no
sorrow, for there will be sin. “And there
shall tn no wise enter into it anything that
defileth,” Scripture says (Rev. 21: 27).

I suppose that what is most dreaded
in every earthly home is—not fire, not
poverty, nor departures, but Death. He
is the dread visitor that the rich and the
poor alike fear most to have enter their
home. But he cannot be kept out.
Wealthy people employ special watch-
men to keep intruders or thieves out of
their homes. They have double-barred
doors, special window-fastenings and
burglar alarms; but these cannot keep
out that grim intruder, Death. He comes
at all hours of the night, or may call at
any time during the day. Bolts and bars
are nothing to him, and he neither rings
nor knocks, nor does he wait to be in-
vited, nor asks permission to enter. The
prophet Isaiah had this in mind when,
speaking of the homes of the wealthy,
he said, “Of a truth many houses shall
be desolate, even great and fair, without
inhabitant” (Isa. 5: 9).

Dear boys and girls, have yox “a home
above?” You cannot live forever on
earth;some day you must leave this world
and say good-bye to your earthly home
and friends. Is Jesus your Saviour and
Friend? Have you been * born again ?”
Are your sins washed away in the blood
of the Lamb? If so, your home above is
secure and ready for you. But if you
are not yet saved, oh, bestir yourself, or
you may miss your opportunity, and be
forever shut out!

C. Knarp.
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FOR THE LITTLE ONES

God Elways TMear

““Gop is always near me,
Hearing what I say,
Knowing all my thoughts and deeds,
All my work and play.

“ God is always near me.
In the darkest night
He can see me just as well
As by the morning light.

“God is always near me,
Though so young and small;
Not a look or word or thought,
But God knows it all.”
—Selected.

e roffe

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

TS Gl G GIDE

33.—CHRISTIAN SERVICE
(Acts2:41-47; 4:32-35; 6:2-4.)

Question 1.—How many people believed
on the Lord Jesus the first time Peter
preached? Ans.—Acts 2: 41.

Q. 2.—What had Peter preached about?
Ans.—Acts 2: 22, 23, 32, 36.

Q. 3.—How did they receive the Word ?
Ans.—ver. 41.

Q. 4.—Did they quarrel or disagree?
Ans.—Acts 4 : 32.

Q. 5.—What made them all of one mind?
In what did they all steadfastly keep ?
Ans.—Acts 2: 42.

Q. 6.—Why were none of them in any
need? Ans.—Acts 2: 44,45; 4: 34, 35.

Q. 7.—What was upon them all?
Ans.—Acts 4: 33.

Q. 8.—How did the apostles serve their
Lord and His people? Ans.—Acts 6: 4.

Q. 9.—By prayer men speak to God : how
does God speak to men ?

Ans.—Heb. 1:2; 1 Thess. 2: 13.
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Q. 10.—\Vhat can the Word of God do for
us? Ans.—2 Tim. 3: 15; 1 Pet. 2: 2.

Q. 11.—To what did Paul commend those
whom he loved at Ephesus?
Ans.—Acts 20: 32.

Q. 12.—\What was the result of their
service to God? Ans.—ActsG: 7.

Q. 13.—How should we serve Christ, and
who rewards His servants?
Ans.—Eph. 6: 6, 8.
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Studies in the Christian Life
33.—CHRISTIAN SERVICE.
(Acts 2: 41-47; 4: 32-35; 6: 2-4.)

We have been speaking of the mani-
festations of the Christian life in what
we may call the involuntary, or sponta-
neous, activities of helping others. We
come now to speak of the more distinc-
tive exercises of Christian service. Ap-
propriately, the scriptures for these are
found in the Book of Acts, that great
storehouse of abounding service for the
Lord.

Q. 1. Find, “Always abounding in the
work of the Lord.”

1.—The assembly, the home or service.
Acts 2:41-47.

The second chapter of Acts narrates
the establishment of the Christian As-
sembly, or Church. The promised Spirit
had been sent at Pentecost; souls had
been converted and added to the Church.

Q. 2. Find, “By one Spirit are we all
baptised into one body.”

Let us note carefully that the Chur."h
was formed by a divine Person, and
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every believer is added by the same
power. There is no choice on the part
of the saved soul as to “ what church”
he will be joined; that is the prerogative
of the Spirit.

Q. 3. Find, “There is one body and
one Spirit.”

In the happy days of our lesson believ-
ers had no thought of separate sects;
there was, and is, but one Church.

Q. 4. Find, “Is Christ divided ?”

Having become members of the body
of Christ, the believers continued in the
doctrine and fellowship of the apostles.
They continued to learn, and to enjoy the
communion of those who had made
known the gospel to them.

Q. 5. Find, “Truly our fellowship is
with the Father,” etc.

They also broke bread and continued
in prayer. Let us mark the prominence
given to the breaking of bread.

Q. 6. Find, “ This do in remembrance
of Me.”

This evidently seems to have been ob-
served at least once a week.

Q. 7. Find, “Upon the first day of the
week,” etc.

We see, too, the spirit of godly fear,
coupled with holy joy and deep love.
'I:hey gave most liberally of their posses-
sions.

2.—Liberality. Acts 4: 32-35.

In the second chapter we noticed their
liberality of giving. Whole properties
were disposed of and the proceeds given
to them that had need. They loved one
another and had " all things common,”
applying this liberally to meet the exist-
ing need of many. Doubtless there were
many poor at Jerusalem, having come
from distant points. Therefore it was a
needed service of love. While the spec-
ial need has passed for thus acting in
every case, the love that prompted it re-
mains for all time in the hearts of God's
children.

Q. 8. Find, “Ye are taught of God to
love one another.”
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Q. 9. Find, “ Ready to distribute.”
This, be it noted, is not a hard or harsh
law, but the principle of true service.

3.—The deacons chosen. Acts 6; 2—-4.

Here we have an orderly provision
for carrying out this service. There had
been two abuses connected with, but not
caused by, the abounding work of the
Spirit. The first was the awful sin of
Ananias and Sapphira—covetousness and
lying. They desired to pose as generous
as others, but committed the fatal error
of thinking the Holy Spirit could be
deceived. )

Q. 10. Give an outline of this case.

The other abuse was the murmuring
by the Grecians, or foreign Jews, charg-
ing—truly or mistakenly—that their poor
widows were neglected in the daily min-
istration of bounty. The apostles there-
fore guard against this by appointing
seven men to look after this matter.
They were chosen by the saints but ap-
pointed by the apostles. Their qualifica-
tions were: known honesty, true spiritu-
ality, and wisdom. These three character-
istics together would ensure an upright,
fair and wise administration, while their
being full of the Spirit lifted the service
above the secularity so often connected
with such service.

Q. 11. Find, “Great boldness in the
faith,” etc.

Stephen was a notable example of this.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 21 TO 24

The Agures (ndicate (he number ¢f Questions answered
by each one.

Adair, Jowa, 4, C. E. M., C F. M.

Albany, N. \ , 4, E. B. J. B.,, H.C., D. E.
C.,I.G. ES.E.NCN BHTAM.

Allentown, Penn 4,E. F. R, A.R,H R., C.
W. 3,B.R. 2, A.W. 1, M. E.

Amsterdam, N. Y. 4, A. E. R, L. R., B. D., R.

V. 1, A. P, L.J. VanK,, F. P.
(amduded {n next numdev.)
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DELAYED ANBWERS

To Ques. 1-7 I. A. ., (new, Min'polis). To
9to12. J. L, I, (Min'polis). To 0-12, and 17-
20, 8. R. I (Min polis) To 13-16, J. F. D.
(Mm polis). To 17, 18, B. J. B. (Grand Rapids).
To 17-20, L. F. D. (Mm polis). To 18, W. M,
(Grand Rapids) To 19, R. M. (new, St. Louis),
D. M. B. (Grand Rapl(ls) and H. 8. (new, Grand
Rapids). To 19, 20, B.W. (Grand Rapids), M.

B. (St. Louis). To 20, C. H. (Grand Rapids).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 21
JTow docs God want us lo gite to Him?

‘“God would be pleased to have us frst give
Him our life to use as He sees fit,”’ is the thoonght
(quite correct) of D. T. D. (Mln polis), and L.
H. (Balto.). E. M., A. C. M., H. A. H. and W.
F. I1. (Chicago) have learned from Exod. 25: 2;
Matt. 10:8; Mk. 12; 41-44 and 2 Cor. 8: 12 and
9:7, that we should give, ** Freely, cheerfully,
willingly, entirely, and in love, as He has given
us Christ—through His great love to ws.”” C. H.
(8t. Louis) tells ns, “ We should give faithfully
and not let our right. band know what our left
hand giveth,” while C. E. M. (Adair) says, ‘' God
wants us to give ourself, our all to Him, in true-
bearted devotion, asdid the poor widow.”’ Surely,
dear young friends. there are many lessons in giv-
ing! DMay we practise them all !

Question 33.—Who can serve the Lord
Chnist?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“The End of it All’”’ reminds us that
even death, which puts a stop to earthly
pleasures and sorrows, does not end all.
Gob has declared: ‘‘ After this the judg-
ment.”

Memory Verse

“And they continued slcadfastly in the apos-
tles’ doctrine and fc]low.shlp. and in breaking of

bread, and in prayers ™ (Acts 2: 42).

Enterod as Becond-Cluss Matter at the Netw York Post O@tice.
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Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem

“ITosanna to tho Son of David; Blessed is
He that cometh in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the highest ” (Matt. 21:9).

HESE beautiful wordswere shouted
by the multitude of disciples and
followers of Jesus as He rode into
Jerusalem upon an ass’ colt, and

by the children in the temple grounds.

This was in fulfilment of what the prophet

Zechariah, moved by the Holy Spirit, had

predicted more than 400 years before. So

the Lord sent two of His disciples to the
little town before them, to Bethphage,
about two miles from Jerusalem, to bring
the colt, and if anybody asked them
why they were taking it, they were to
say, “ The Lord hath need of him.” If
those who owned it loved the Lord, I am
sure they must have esteemed it a great

honor to lend it thus to Him, to use it as
He saw fit. Samuel’s mother too had
loaned him to the Lord for “all the days
of his life.” And if you, dear children,
belong to the Lord and are obedient, you
also may be used by Him in many ways.
Oh, what a privilege; what an honor!

What a wonderful sight it must have
been to see people spreading their gar-
ments and palm branches in their Sa-
viour-king’s path! This was to do Him
honor, making a sort of carpet upon
which the very beast on which He rode
might walk.

What untiring energy in His ministry
was our Saviour's! He often walked many
miles in His service of love. This is the
only occasion in which we read of His
riding,; and that was in fulfilment of the
prophecy which spoke of how the King
of Israel should come to them. How very
glad they should have been that He had
really come. And

many did wel-
come Him, as we
learn that a “‘very
great multitude"
paid this homage
to Him. But, alas,
it was not so with
many others, es-
pecially the rul-
ers; for it says:
““When the chief
priests and
scribes saw the
wonderful things
that He did, and
the children cry-
ing in the tem-
ple, and saying,
Hosanna to the

Son of David,
they were sore dis-
pleased.” Yet it

is not more sad
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than to see one now refuse Him who
appeals in loving entreaty, inviting the
needy to come to Him, and find rest for
their souls.

When Jesus came ““ to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself,” it was in this
lowly fashion He was presented to
favored Israel as their King: ‘ Behold,
thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and
sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal
of an ass” (Matt. 21: 5), but having been
rejected and crucified by them, He was
raised from the dead, and ascended to
heaven, from whence He is to come
again, not to die for man’s sin again, but
to come in power and glory to reign,
and to put all enemiies under His feet.
Meanwhile He is still seeking and saving
lost sinners that accept Him as their Sa-
viour.

Dear young reader, on which side will
.you be: with those who have believed in
Him and confessed Him to the salvation
of their souls, or among the enemies who
shall be put under His feet? R. B. E.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

The Shepberd’'s Lambs

Ye little ones who are lambs of Christ's fold,
Each one a treasure more precious than gold ;
Though ye are many, He loves all the same,
Tenderly calling each one by his name.

In His strong arms He will lovingly hold

All of the wee, tender lambs of His fold.
Opver His flock He will ceaseless watch keep,
All the day long, and at night while ye sleep.

Gladly we'll follow our Shepherd so dear,
Listening ever, His kind voice to hear;

And from His fold may our feet never stray.
Keep us and guide us, dear Shepherd, we pray.

* %
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

34.—SPEAKING FOR CHRIST
(Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1:1-18.)

Question 1.—What has the Lord promised
to those who confess Him before men?
Ans.—Luke 12: 8.

Q. 2.—What did mendo to the Lord Jesus
when He was here upon earth?
Ans.—Acts 2: 23.

Q. 3.—What did God do after men had
done their worst? Ans.—Acts 2 :24, 36.

Q. 4.—Where is He now?

Ans.—Eph. 1:20; Heb. 10: 12.

Q. 5.—How did He go up into heaven?
Ans.—Acts 1: 9.

Q. 6.—What did He tell His people to do
whilst He is away? Ans.—Acts 1: 8.
Q. 7.—Are they left to do this in their

own strength ?

Ans.—Luke12:12; Matt. 28: 20 (L. p.).
Q. 8.—What will the Lord do when He
leaves His seat at God’s right hand ?
Ans.—Acts 2: 34, 35; Matt. 22: 44.

Q. 9.—How will He then come back to
the earth? Ans.—Matt. 24 : 30.

Q. 10.—No one will be ashamed of Christ
then, but of whom will He be ashamed ?
Ans.—Luke 9: 26.

Q. 11.—What could the apostle Paul say
of Christ? Ans.—Gal. 2: 20 (l. p.).

Q. 12.—What could Peter say of Him?
Ans.—Matt. 16: 16, 17.

Our IBible Class-

Studies in the Christian Life
34.—SPEAKING FOR CHRIST.
(Luke 12:8-12; Acts 1:1-18)

Testimony is an inevitable accompani-
ment of salvation.

Q. 1. Find, “ With the heart man be-
lieveth,” etc.
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If a young Christian grows careless as
to this, or allows timidity to prevent his
open confession of the Lord, he will soon
become dry in his soul, indeed, the silence
is an indication of that dryness. But the
;:onf&ssion must be spontaneous and not
cgal.

Q. 2. Find, “ We cannot but speak the
things we have seen and heard.”

1.—Confessing Christ. Luke 12: 8-12.

This chapter of Luke is one of solemn
and momentous import. In it our Lord
lifts the veil of the future, and tears the
mask from empty profession. Reality is
the keynote. If the proofs of life are
wanting, the presence of life may be
doubted.

Q. 3. Find, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.”

Let us look forward to that great day
when the Lord shall appear in glory.

Q. 4. Find, “When the Son of Man
shall come in His glory,” etc.

This refers to His coming in judgment
upon the earth, and is similar to the
passage in our lesson. It is important
to keep clear the distinction between true
believers and professors. It is such who
will be brought into judgment, and not
real children of God.

Q. 5. Find, “Shall not come into con-
demnation (judgment),” etc.

But the moral principle is the same.
What shame will fill the hearts of those
who in that day have been ashamed of
the Lord Jesus. And shall we who know
Him as our Saviour, shrink from boldly
confessing Him now? We do not con-
fess Him in order to be saved, but be-
cause we are saved.

Q. 6. Find, “If this Man were not of
God, Hecould do nothing.”

This confession of Christ is often shown
by being associated with the Lord’s ser-
vants.

Q. 7.
chain.”

Just a word as to ver. 10 of our lesson:
the sin against the Holy Ghost is blas-

Find, “ Was not ashamed of my

135

pheming His work as scen in the Lord
Jesus.

Q. 8. Find, “Because they said Ile had
an unclean spirit.”

We can trust the Lord, by the Holy
Spirit, to give us the right word to say,
when brought before men. We need not
fear that our lips will be closed.

Q. 9. Find, “ The Lord stood with me
and strengthened me.”

If we are only feeding upon His word,
enjoying communion with Him, He will
never fail us.

Q. 10. Find, “ Be ready always to give
an answer to every man,” etc.

2.—My witnesses. Acts 1:1-18.

The Gospel of Luke gives us a narra-
tive of our Lord’'s life, teachings and
works; the Book of Acts tells of those
works as carried forward by the Holy
Spirit speaking through the disciples. It
gives us the account of the origin of the
present work of God upon earth—the
dispensation of an absent Lord and a
present Spirit. The Lord was not about
to set up His earthly kingdom in power
and glory. That will come in due time;
but in the meanwhile a more wonderful
thing is to take place—the formation of
the Church by the testimony of saved
men. This testimony is the witness to
the Person, Work and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus. They were to carry the good
news everywhere, beginning at the scene
of His death.

Q. 11. Find, “Beginning at Jerusa-
lem.”

The apostles were of course the first
great witnesses, and for this reason the
great apostle Paul had a revelation of the
Lord Jesus, as risen.

Q. 12. Find, “To reveal His Son in
me that ] might preach Him among the
heathen.”

But every true believer is a witness to
the same truth, and is privileged to carry
forward this great work of the Spirit.
Let us then realize our high privilege,
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and seeck to make known our blessed
Lord.

Q. 13. Find, “That ye should show
forth the praises,” etc.

S
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 21 TO 24
(Concluded.)
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 22

In view of the Lord's coming, wha! does e com-
mand us o do ¥

“Pray, watch and wait,”” says R.A.8. (Chicago).
‘! Be wakeful, watching wnltera," answers H. N.
T. (Koy West) ' Be nlm\ys on the watch, for
He says, I come quickly,” is the thought of E.
F. R. (Allen’n) and W. F. H. (Chicago). * He
wants us to be ready for His coming at any time
and not to find us in worldly plensaure,’’ is sug-
gested by H. A. R., and C. R. W. (Aeph’hllls)
M. D. (Min’polis) says we should *‘be ever watch-
ing and praying for the coming of our Lord ;”
while C. R. (Balto.) refers to Matt. 24 42, Mk
13:35, 36; 1 Thess. 6: G and 1 Pet. 4:

In Titus 2: 12, 13 we also find a word which
tells how a child of God should live. *‘Denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteonsly, and godly, in this present
world ; looking for that b%essed bope, and the
glonous appearing of the great God and our Sa-
viour Jesus Christ."’

Question 34.—What can you say for Jesus
if called upon to witness for Him ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

‘““We Believe and are Sure,”” shows what
we can trust and be assured of, better
than by the sight of our eyes or the touch
of our hands.

Memory Verse

“ Whosoever shall confess Me before- men,
him shall the Son of Man also confess before
the angels of God: but he that denieth Me

before men shall be denied before the angels

of God” (Lk.12:8,9).
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The Works of God on Earth
and in our Hearts

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wis-
dom hast Thou mnde them all: the earth is full
of thy riches” (Pa. 104: 24).

HIS verse is from the 104th psalm,
I in which David celebrates the
A goodness and wisdom of God
manifested in His
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produce the fruits for which they are
planted. The farmer plows the field and
harrows it to make the ground fine and
mellow. Then he plants it; and the sun

and showers from heaven cause the seed
and plants to grow. After that, there is
need of cultivation to keep the earth soft
and mellow, and also to destroy the weeds
that would choke the good plants; for it

works upon earth. It is a
beautiful psalm which I hope
all our young people may
read, and, with the psalmist,
celebrate God's wisdom and
goodness.

What a lovely scene is in
our picture! It would hardly
be recognized from what it
was a few months ago—cold,
barren, desolate, before the
warm sun of spring days
brought out the verdure, the
flowers, and the fruits. The
cattle were in their stalls, and
the landscape seemed barren
and dead. What has made
the change ? THE SUN—the
sun alone. It warmed the
cold earth, and made it to
break out into a beautiful
scene. The earth did not
warm itself ; did it?

Now there is a remarkable
parallel between God's work
in nature and in our hearts.
Naturally our hearts are like
the earth without the sun—
cold, barren, fruitless, until the
word of God shines into our
hearts as the sun upon the
earth.

The earth needs to be pre-
pared for the seeds or plants
that are to beautify it and
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is fruitage that the farmer seeks. In all
this, as I said, there is a remarkable
parallel, or likeness, between the natural
and the spiritual. Like the earth, our
heart and conscience need to be in con-
dition for the seed of God to grow; and
if the heart and conscience are hard and
unyielding, God’s plow has to do its
work; His holy law has to show us that
we are siuners, prone to evil, and show
us God’s holy hatred of sin. This is
needed to break up the natural hardness
of our heart, our pride and wilfulness,
that we may come to Jesus and be saved.
Has our young reader realized his need ?
Listen then to these beautiful words of a
Christian poet :

“O tell it all to Jesus, weary soul;
Tell not half thy story, but the whole.
\Worlds on worlds are hanging on }His hand,
Life and death are waiting His command,
Yet His gentle bosom makes thee room—
Oh, come home.”

Yes, when you come thus to Jesus, tell-
ing Him all, you will find His gentle
bosom to be your home, and as His word
was to one that came to Him, “ Thy faith
hath made thee whole; go in peace” (Lk.
8:48); the sunshine of His love and
grace will then be to you as the fresh
showers from heaven.

But after the farmer has planted the
seed, and it has begun to grow, he
cullivales the ground, for it needs to be
kept mellow that the sun and showers
may penetrate it, to sustain the growth
and bring it to maturity and fruitage.
The weeds, too, need to be kept down.
This applies to youx, dear young Christian
—to you who have come to Jesus and re-
ceived Him in your hearts. As in the
farmer’s ground, so in our hearts there
are bad weeds which must be kept down.
How is that to be done? “ Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his way?"”
asked David; and it is answered at once,
“By taking heed thereto according to
Thy word” (Ps.119:9). Yes, that is it;
and as our Lord Jesus also prayed His
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Father for His disciples (and for us who
are also His disciples), “Sanctify them
through thy truth—thy word is truth”
(Jno. 17:17). It is by prayerful reading
of the word of God; by applying it to
our ways and conduct, by confessing to
God our shortcomings and sins that the"
weeds are kept down, and the heart and
conscience are kept tender and ready to
receive the heavenly showers and to re-
joice in the sunshine of God’s favor.

Forthe

God maove them HAII

All things bright and beautiful,
All things great and small;

All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell,
How good is God our Father,
Who doeth all things well.
—Selected.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

o o

35.—CHRISTIAN GIVING
(Luke 6: 30-38; 21: 1-4.)

Question 1.—What should every Chris-
tian be? Ans.—Eph. 4: 32.

Q. 2.—Is he to be kind only to those who
are kind to him? Ans.—Lk.6: 33, 35.
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Q. 3.—Why do people of this world lend
money? Ans.—Lk. 6: 34.

Q. 4.—To whom, whilst giving, can God's
people lend? Ans.—Prov. 19: 17.

Q. 5.—What words of the Lord Jesus are
we bidden to remember ?
Ans.—Acts 20: 35.

Q. 6.—What great gift did God give?
Ans.—]John 3: 16.

Q. 7.—Why did He give His Son?
Ans.—John 3: 16.

Q. 8.—Is this gift for us?
Ans.—John 3: 16.

Q. 9.—What other gift may we have be-
cause He gave His Son?
Ans.—Rom. 6: 23.

Q. 10.—Who once gave all the money she
had to God? Ans.—Lk. 21: 4.

Q. 11.—What does God want first before
our money ?
Ans.—Prov. 23:26; 2 Cor. 8: 5.

Q. 12.—How should we give?
Ans.—2 Cor. 9: 7.
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Studies in the Christian Life

35.—CHRISTIAN GIVING.
(Luke 6: 30-38; 21: 1-4.)

The essential difference between law
and grace is that law makes a righteous
demand, grace freely gives. It is there-
fore but the fruit of grace in the heart,
to give.

Q. 1. Find, “Freely ye have received,
freely give.”

1.—Children o) the Highest.
30-38.

Luke 6:

139

Upon what an elevated plane the Lord
puts this grace of giving! Itis as chil-
dren of the Highest that we are to act.

Q. 2. Find, “ Be'ye therefore followers
(imitators) of God, as dear children.”

Having received the unspeakable gift
of salvation, the Christian becomes him-
self a giver.

Q. 3. Find, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.”

But let us be unmistakably clear, man
can give nothing to God until He has
first received from Him. There is no
more subtle form of self-righteousness
and self-deception than the thought of
merit gained by unconverted persons
giving money to *“ good causes.”

Q. 4. Find, “I give tithes of all that
I possess.”

Q. 5. Find, “First gave their own
selves to the Lord.”

How contradictory it is to tell the sin-
ner that he can do nothing for his salva-
tion, and then to ask him for a contribu-
tion! Therefore let us plead with the
unsaved to receive God’s gift, and then
He will receive theirs.

Q. 6. Find, “The gift of God is eter-
nal life.”

Returning to our Christian privileges,
let us notice that it is not to friends, as
such, we are to give, but to the needy.
The Christian should not turn a deaf ear
to the cry of true need, of whatever
character it may be—bodily or spiritual.

Q. 7. Find, “Let us do good unto all
men.”

Selfishness is the characteristic of the
natural man, it is therefore doubly the
responsibility of the Christian to be the
reverse. ‘“The Golden Rule” (ver. 31) is
the Christian rule.

Q. 8. Find, “Love worketh no ill to
his neighbor.”

Q. 9. Find, “ Who is my neighbor?*’
Our Lord emphasizes the thought that

the standard of the child of God is far
different and higher than that of the
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world. There Is natural affection among
the people of the world—sinners love
those that love them, give in return for
favors received. But “love your ene-
mies '""—does the world do this? Does it
do good to those who speak evil of it, of
evil entreat it? It is thus that we have
been treated by God; we were enemies,
rebels against Him.

Q. 10. Find, *“When we were enemies,
we were reconciled,” etc.

Q. 11. Find, “God commendeth His
love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners,”’ etc.

As recipients of His grace, it is our
privilege to manifest it to those who are
opposed to us.

We are here, not as judges, but to
represent our absent Lord and bear wit-
ness to His salvation.

Q. 12. Find, “I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world.”

We are to give, to love, to minister to
need. Nor will this mean moral weak-
ness, or condoning sin, but a stronger
testimony against it.

Q.13. Find, “I now tell you, even
weeping,” etc.

Luke 21: 1-4.

God seeth not as man seeth. The
world measures the value of a gift by its
amount; the Lord by its motive. The
two mites were as nothing in themselves,
but the love, the devotion, were of great
price in the sight of God.

Q. 14. Find, “She hath done what
she could.”

Q. 15. Find, “Their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liber-
ality.”

And so it is with all service—the
smallest act, a kind word, a warm hand-
clasp, if actuated by the love of Christ,
are of great value in His sight.

Q. 16. Find, “ A cup of cold water.”

2—"As a man hath.”
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 23
Whom does Jesus say He is?y

Nearly all refer to the answer, ** Christ, the Son
of the Blessed,” in Mk. 14 : 61, '62. Chrcistianity
rests upon the foundation of the Person and Work
of our Lord Jesus Christ—who He is, and what
He did. He is our Creator, *“ God over all, blessed
forever,’” and yet was manifested in flesh. It is
who Christ is, God the Son, that gives valae to
His death on the cross. Let us ever remember
He is our God as well as our Saviour, and adore
and worship Him as such. E. S. M. lSchenec'y)
also refers to our Lord’s words where He says He
is Son of God, Jno. 9: 35, 37; the Good Shepherd,
Jno.10:11, 14 the Door. Jno. 10 7,9; the Way,
the Truth and the Lile, Jno. 14: 6 the Bread of

Life, Jno. 6: 35 and the Messias, Jno. 4: 25, 26.
May we all learn to know more of Him in His
varied offices and glories!

Question 35.—In what spinit should one give
to the Lord? What shall we give?

OUR READING CIRCLE

Everyone is a traveller onward, so our
tract, “Showing the Way,” concerns every-
one of us.

Memory Verse

“And as ye would that men should do to
you, do ye also to them likewise” (Lk.6:31).

Entered as Second-Class Mattor at the New York Post Offica
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OMETIME ago I saw in the city
of Baltimore a building with this
sign over the door, “ HOME FOR
WoRTHY Boys.” And I have

often thought since: How like the law

of Moses, the Ten Commandments! It
has blessing for the good, for those who

““observe and do them.” It offers life
and favor for all who will perfectly keep
them. And it is right that we should
keep this holy law of God; just as it is
right that boys should be good, and al-
ways obey their parents, their teachers,
guardians and employers.

But who of all the boys and girls or
men and women on earth are really
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but one, that is, God " (Rom 3: 12
Mk. 10: 18). Who then could be blessed
or go to heaven if being worthy of it was
one of the conditions or requirements?
None would befor, ‘all have sinned ;' and
even the best of men like Abraham and
Job and Peter and Paul were not without
sin. And Scripture says salvation is for
sinners. Jesus came to save the lost;
He “came not to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance,” that they might
be saved.

Sometime ago a feast was given in a
great city for crippled children only.
Heaps of crutches piled against the wall
told the sad story of the helpless condi-
tion and need of those present. But what
do you think! Outside was a poor little
girlweeping as if her heart would break ;

“worthy,” or "“good.” Does not scrip- and when asked by a kind gentleman
turesay, ‘' There is none that doeth good, why she wept, she said between her sobs,
no, not one,” and, “ There is none good “‘Oh, [ can't go in 'cause I ain't got nothink
the matter with

ne!"
No, the feast

was not prepared
for such as she;
the “supper
spread "’ was only
for the halt and
the lame and the
paralysed, but not
for the whole. And
in this it was like
the great gospel
supper of Lk. 14.
It was prepared
for the outcasts
and the needy;
and this is a pic-
ture of the salva-
tion provided by
God at His own
cost, even by the
death of Jesus
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beloved Son. But since all are “ sinners,
poor and ncedy, wounded by the IFall”
(of Adam in the garden), none neced
stand outside and weep, like the little one
of our story, because it is not for them.
It &s for you, decar child, and for men and
women too who may read this paper.
Why not come right in then, and take
your place at God's feast and be saved ?

Heaven is no *“IIoME FOR WORTHY
Boxys,” or good people of any age or sex,
but for sinners washed in the blood of
the Lamb, like the dying robber, who was
anything but “ worthy,” yet went from
the gibbet to the glory by faith in the
crucified Redeemer. C. Knarp.

-

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

H Triumpb of Rindness

THERE had been an uprising in a pro-
vince of China, long ago, and it is related
that the Emperor, after making careful
inquiry as to the trouble, said to the
officers with him, “ Come, my friends, I
promise you that we shall quickly destroy
them.”

Then they marched to the country
where the trouble had arisen, and when
the emperor personally came to the re-
bels they recognized him, and bowed in
submission to him.

His friends thought that he would now
take vengance upon all who had rebelled,
but they were much surprised to find
that these men were treated with mild-
ness, and forgiven.

“ How is this ? " cried his chief minister.
“Is this the way you fulfil your promise?
Your royal word was given that all your
enemies would be destroyed, but you
have pardoned them all, and even shown
special kindness to some of them!"”

Smiling, the emperor replied, “I prom-
ised that I would destroy my enemies,
and I have kept my word; for, see, they
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arc encmies no longer, I have made them
all my friends."”

Was not that a beautiful way for a
king to subdue his encmies, turning them
into friends? Well, children, God has
done this for us. As the beautiful hymn
says:

“|We were all by sin undone,
Yet He loved us every one ;
So to earth Ife kindly came,
On the cross to hear our shame,

And to wash away our guilt
In the precious blood He spilt.”

“'This, dear children, this is why
Jesus came to bleed and die.”’

The Chinese emperor showed great
kindness to his guilty subjects, but he did
not die for them. Oh, no. But our Sa-
viour came on purpose to die on the cross
for our sins, that they might no longer
be upon us who receive Him. Then,

* Come to Jesus, little one, come to Jesus not,
Humbly at His gracious throne in submission
bow. "
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS 1

Prawcan

36.—CONQUERING EVIL
(1 Kings 21:1-29; Eph. 5: 6-21.)

Question 1.—What did king Ahab ask of
Naboth? Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 2.—Why could not Naboth give it to
him? Ans.—ver.3; Num. 36: 7.

Q. 3.—Which of the commandments did
Ahab break in his anger?
Ans.—Exod. 20: 17.

Q. 4—What wicked thing did queen
Jezebel do? Ans.—vers. 8-10.

Q. 5.—Which commandments did the
king thus break?
Ans.—LExod. 20: 13, 15.

Q. 6.—God knew what had been done:
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what messages did He send to Ahab
and Jezebel? Ans.—vers. 19, 23, 24.

Q. 7.—What imperishable record is writ-
ten in the Book that lives for ever?
Ans.—ver. 25.

Q. 8.—Did God keep His word ?

Ans.—1 Kings 22:38; 2 Kings 9: 26,
35; 10: 17.

Q. 9.—What did Ahab do when he heard
and believed God's judgment ?
Ans.—1 Kings 21 : 27.

Q. 10.—What did God do when Ahab
humbled himself ? Ans.—1 Ki. 21: 29.

Q. 11.—Covetousness is wanting other
people’s things; what does God say of
it? Ans.—Eph.5: 3, 5.

Q. 12.—What should we do instead of
coveting other people’s things?
Ans.—Eph. 5: 4 (l. p.) ; Heb. 13: 5.

._OUR
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Studies in the Christian Life
36.—CONQUERING EVIL.
(1 Kings 21: 1-29; Eph. 5: 6-21.)

The life of the child of God is spent in
the midst of a world of abounding evil.
No greater mistake can be made than to
think of the spirit, motives and course of
this world as good or tending to good.

“Is this dark world a friend to grace,
To lead me up to God? ”*

the young believer used to sing. And
though there was not always the clear-
ness of full security in Christ, thedangers
and snares of the world were often more
clearly seen.
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Q. 1. Find, “ The prince of this world.”

Q. 2. Find, “The god of this world
(age).”

Q. 3. Find, “ The whole world lieth in
wickedness (the wicked one).”

Q. 4. Find, “Love not the world.”

These and many other scriptures point
out the true nature of the world, its ruler
and its character. In our lesson to-day
we have an Old Testament example of
wickedness, with the attitude of the child
of God toward it, and the New Testament
warning for our walk.

1.—Ahab’s wicked course.
1-29.

We have in this solemn chapter a nar-
rative of wickedness in high places, even
by the king, and of faithful testimony by
a righteous man and by the prophet.
Both of these were overcomers, though it
did not appear so at the time.

Q. 5. Find, “Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of
life.”

Naboth illustrates this faithfulness. He
refuses to part with his inheritance, either
for money or exchange, or under threat.

God had given every Israelite a portion
in the land.

Q. 6. Find, “ The land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee.”

Similarly, believers have now a heav-
enly, a spiritual, inheritance ; shall we for
any earthly gain sacrifice what has been
given to us?

Q. 7. Find, " Blessed us with all spiri-
tual blessings,” etc.

Ahab had sold himself to commit evil,
and when his courage failed he had a
ready helper in the wicked Jezebel, his
wife. Naboth is unmoved by this perse-
cution as he had been by the king'’s offer,
and seals his faithfulness with his blood.
Then Ahab will go down to take posses-
sion of that for which he had committed
murder.

1 Kings 21:
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Q. 8. Find, “
you?”

But his ownership is only temporary;
the prophet bears faithful testimony and
foretells the inevitable doom that will
come. We see the evil day postponed by
Ahab’s humbling himself, but it will
surely come. So to-day God respects
any measure of humbling, both in the in-
dividual and in the nation; but this does
not mean salvation.

Q. 9. Find, “Not willing that any
should perish.”

Do not rich men oppress

2.—The unfruitful works of darkness.
Eph. 5: 6-21.

The children of God have been brought
out of the darkness of this world, and
are to live separately from it.

Q. 10. Find, “ Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness.”

Q. 11. Find, “Among whom ye shine
as lights in the world.”

The light bears fruit in absolute con-
trast to the unfruitful works of darkness.

Q. 12. Find, “ What fruit had ye then
in those things whereof ye are now
ashamed? "’

Q. 13. Find, “The time past of our
life may suffice us,” etc.

Let the young believer carefully mark
the warning against fellowship with the
world. It embraces intimacies, ties, links
of every sort with the unsaved.

Q. 14. Find, “Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers.”

How many wrecked testimonies and
unhappy lives bear witness to the folly
of neglecting this warning. On the con-
trary the call comes to each child of God
to awake, to separate from the spiritually
dead all about us, and we will enjoy the
blessed light of our Lord’s face.

Q. 15. Find, “Now it is high time to
awake out of sleep.”
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 24

What does the cross of Christ mean to me?

G. E. A. (Rockford) gays, ‘It is a wonderful
proof of God’s great love for us,” and H. L. W.
(Zeph’hills) tells uas that to her it means ‘‘that
Christ came down from heaven’s highest glory
and was made sin for her.”” ‘' It is a refnge for
the sinner, and for e, if I believe on Him who
hang there " is the idea expressed by P. P.
(Holland), 'A. C. M. (Chicngo), J. P. (Islington)
and J. H. (Plnln ). ‘‘It means salvation to me,
because Christ died there for my sins,’”’ is the
thought of H. C. (Min'polis), B. F. and I. R.
(Albany), H. H. and W. F. H.(Chicago), and A.
C. H. (Dunkirk); while we are reminded by M.
R. M. D. (Min’polis), ‘‘I[f Christ had not died
on the cross there would have been no salvation
for us.”” E.W. B. (Woodland) says, ¢ That all
judgment has becn horne for me, and I have peace
with God.”” A.W. B. (Woodland) says, ‘' By
believing in His finished work I may enter into
the holiest where only Christ and His own can
be.”” B. K. (Phila.) says.* It is the only thing
in which I can glory.” Again let us ask each oue,
“*What does the cross of Christ mean to me?"’

Question 36.—How can we overcome evil ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ The Three Blots” points out the one
and only way by which sin can be re-
moved, and that entirely and for ever.

Memory Verse

“ Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody

in your heart to the Lord ™ (Eph. 5:19).
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Lessons from a Word

@n N writing to Christians at Corinth,
the apostle Paul applies to them
a prophecy of Isaiah which he
quotes for'their warning and en-
couragement : “For He saith, I have heard
thee in a time accepted, and in the day
of salvation have I succored thee.” Then
the apostle adds: " Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Cor. 6: 2).
The apostle quoted this from Isa.49: 8,
in which God speaks of His beloved Son’s
deliverance out of
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derfully delivered. They came out of
Egypt “ with great substance,” as God
had said: they were brought out of Egypt
exactly as God had promised to Abraham:
“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be
a stranger in a land that is not their's,
. . . and they shall afflict them 400 years;
and that nation whom they shall serve
will T judge; and afterward shall they
come out with great substance” (Gen.
15: 13, 14).

This is true of everything that the
Word of God predicted would come to
pass. In Dan. 9: 24-26 is foretold the
exact time when Christ would come, and
““When the fulness of time was come,

God sent forth His

death after He had
suffered for our sins
upon the cross.
How very great the
sufferings of our
Saviour were is
seen in Ps. 22: 2,

Son” to be the Sa-
viour of the world :
and having been
lifted up on the
cross, as Mloses
lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilder-

where He says, “I

cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest
not; and in the night season, and am not
silent.” But when He had finished the
work of atonement on the cross, the
time of His deliverance came, and God
answered His cry, and has raised Him
from the dead, and exalted Him at His
right hand in glory.

There are very many instances of God’s
deliverances recorded in the Old Testa-
ment, but they were in God'’s fi»e and way.
A notable one is when He sent Moses to
deliver Israel out of Egypt as He had
promised to their father Abraham. Moses
sought to deliver them before God’s time
had come, and in a way different from
God’s way; therefore he failed. (Read
it in Exodus 2: 11-15). But when God's
time had come, and Moses was sent, and
went in God's way, the people were won-

ness, He died for
our sins, was buried and rose again, and
now the Holy Spirit declares * that
through His name whosoever believeth in
Him shall receive the remission of sins.”
But, dear young friends, God has set
the time and place when this salvation
can only be received, and the soul saved;
the little word of our verse tells us that
it is not after death, or even to-morrow
—for we know not what a day may
bring forth:

“To-morrow’s sun may never rise
‘I'o bless thy long-deluded sight.”

No! the time to answer to God's invi-
tation is siow,; He hears sinners, accepts
their repentance and faith in Christ herc
on earth, and NOW. He wants us to
yield our heart to Jesus ltere and NOw.
How kind God is to urge and beseech us
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to turn to Christ and live; and if you do
this, if this is your happy choice, then
you can reverse this little word sow and
recad yourself WON to God, and at peace
with Him for time and eternity through

lesus Christ our Lord.
W. B. B.

&

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS §

37.—WINNING SOULS TO CHRIST

(Matt. 5:13-16:28:18-20; Acts 16: 6-15;
Neh. 1: 1-11))

Question 1.—What does the Lord Jesus
say of His people? Ans.—Matt. 5: 14.

Q. 2.—What does He tell them to do?
Ans.—Matt. 5: 16.

Q. 3.—They themselves have been called
out of darkness (1 Pet. 2:9) ; what kind
of darkness and blindness is this?
Ans.—Eph. 4: 18.

Q. 4.—What is the only way to shine for
Jesus? Ans.—]John 8:12; Heb.12: 2.

Q. 5.—What was the first thing Andrew
did when he found the Lamb of God?
Ans.—John 1: 41, 42 (f. p.).

Q. 6.—Why need we not be afraid to tell
other people of Christ?

Ans.—Matt. 28: 19, 20 (l. p.).

Q. 7.—Why did Paul and his companions
go into Macedonia? Ans.—Acts16:10.

Q. 8.—What soul did they first win for
Christ there? Ans.—Acts 16: 14.

Q. 9.—Why did she listen to what Paul
said of Jesus?

Ans.—Acts 16:14 (1. p.); compare Eph.
4:18 (I. p.).

Q. 10.—What was usually done in the
place where she heard Paul?
Ans.—Acts 16: 13.

Q. 11.—What did Nehemiah do when he
was troubled about his people who
were away from God?

Ans.—Neh. 1: 4 (l. p.).

Q. 12.—Why is it good in the sight of
God to pray for others?

Ans.—1 Tim. 2: 1, 3, 4.
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Studies in the Christian Life
37.—WINNING SOULS TO CHRIST

(Matt. 5: 13-16; 28: 18-20; Acts 16:
6-15; Neh. 1:1-11.)

One of the most prominent character-
istics of life in the natural world is propa-
gation. Indeed we may say all activities
of life center about this great preserva-
tive function. Food, whether as bread,
the staff of life, or the succulent vegeta-
ble, or the luscious fruit, is almost abso-
lutely the seed or the covering of seed
for further plant life.

Q. 1. Find, “Whose seed is in itself.”

So in the spiritual life which has been
introduced into the world, God has made
provision for its perpetuation, humanly
speaking, through the medium of His
people. We can trace back our spiritual
descent from believers who have gone
before. This does not mean that each
new birth is not a divine operation, but
it calls our attention to the divinely ap-
pointed means of that work.

1.—Salt and light. Matt. 5: 13-16.

Salt is the great preservative element,
checking and preventing corruption. So
the children of God hinder the full devel-
opment of evil.

Q. 2. Find, “The mystery of iniquity,”
etc.

But God’'s people are light as well as
salt. They show the true state of the
world, and exhibit God’s grace as well.

Q. 3. Find, “Now are ye light in the
Lord.”

Q. 4. Find, “Whatsoever doth make
manifest is light.”
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Q. 5. Find, “As lights in the world,
holding forth the word of life.”

It is this light of divine testimony
which is God’s appointed means of propa-
gating His truth, and winning souls to
Himself.

2.—The Great Commission. Matt. 28:

18-20.

Possessed of the life, and about to be
endued with the power of the Spirit, the
disciples are sent forth by our risen Lord
to win souls to Himself. As the source
of all power, He fits and directs them in
their great work. They are to make dis-
ciples, to bring men to the knowledge of
the truth, and to put the mark of disciple-
ship, baptism, upon them. It is notours
to effect the work in the soul, but to pre-
sent the truth, and to acknowledge pro-
fessed disciples. This commission is
world-wide. Wherever lost man is found,
there the gospel is to be preached.

Q. 6. Find, “Unto the uttermost parts
of the earth.”

Q. 7. Find, “ Went everywhere preach-
ing the Word.”

Q. 8. Find, “I will send thee far hence
unto the Gentiles.”

3.—The regions beyond. Acts 16: 6-15.

We have in this passage an illustration
of the expansion of the gospel, and the
leading of the Spirit. Paul finds his way
hedged up and doors apparently closed in
Asia, and is thus made ready to listen to
the call to ‘*Come over into Macedonia.”
Thus the first great foreign mission to
LEurope is begun. The door of faith had
already been opened to the Gentiles; we
now see how widely open it is.

Q. 9. Find, “ The furtherance of the
gospel.”

These words were written to the saints
at the place where Paul first went on his
arrival in Europe, where they were abun-
antly illustrated. We have but one case
mentioned in our lesson, that of Lydia.
All is in a very small way, the women by
a riverside in prayer, but the Lord opens
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one heart to the precious seed, and soon
a company of believers is established.

4.—" Pray for lhe peace of Jerusalem.’’
Neh. 1: 1-11.

We have been dwelling upon the ex-
pansive work of the gospel; the passage
in Nehemiah, though referring to a differ-
ent dispensation, illustrates the need of
care at home. The center of all blessing
is Jerusalem. Here we see it in ruins, but
an earnest servant of God prays for its
welfare.

Q. 10. Find, “The time to favor her
(Zion) . . . is come,” etc.

These are many applications which are
obvious. We must not neglect home
work, while looking after foreigrd; must
not be careless about our own spiritual
state, while winning others.

Q. 11. Find, “ Mine own vineyard have
I not kept.”

34

o

THE LETTER BOX

Sreciarn NoTicE

Now that the summer vacations are over, will
the superintendents make a specinl effort to have
new scholars answer the Letter-Box Questions,
and ifany of you have dropped out, pror IN again.

F. L. FrExcu.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 25 TO 28

The figures indicale the number of Queastions anrwered
by each one.

Adair, Iowa, 4, C. E. M., C. F. M.

Albany, N. Y., 4, E. B, I[. C.,,D. E. C,, I.G. R,,
E. S, E.N, M. Z.

Allentown, Penn,, 2, R. A. R, E. I\ R.
A.W., C.W.

Amsterdam, N. Y., 4, A. E. R,, L. R,, B. D., R.V.

Baltimore, Md., 4, A. D. D., L. D, I. J., L. J.,
C.R,T. R., M. D.W.

Bowers, Pu., 4, A 1. F.

Camp McClellan, Ala., 2, I1. G. I, E.

Cnsco, Wis., 4, M. I', A, E. I

Carlton, Kans., 4, O. ., E. M. Q., A. E. Q,, RR.
IL.G. 2, RO R, J. 1L J.

Chicago, 1., 4, IL A. 1L, W. . IL., R. A\ 8.,
E. M., A. C. M.

1, E. R.,
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Concord, Masxa, 4, A. I
Dunkirk, N. Y., 4, E. McL.
Emnus, P, d, Ko Lo M,

Grand Rapids, Mieh,, 4, G. H. ML, H. 8, 2, L.
K. {(new), M. L., A, VauderT. 1, L. B., D. M,
B., D.IL, E. H., I, S, H,, AL, I, (now), R L.
E. E L. K. E L, G L A, G. B. P,, B. R,
(uew), E. T, D. M. \\' 1{ A. W,

Holland, Mich,, 4. J. P,, P. P,
I-&lmgtou Mass,, 4, E. M. G E. M.C,G. V.G,
J.I’, R.C ML, !l. C. S, M. 0. S., H. A S, )L, S.,

E. C. 5.

Minueapolig, Mion., 4, F. C.,, 1. C,,S. B. C, D.
J. b.

Ottawa. Ont,, 4, 1I. E. C.,, M. E. C,, J. L.

Philadelphin, Pa , (Kensington), 4, F. C.
(Wissa'n) 4, B. K.

(West)4, EH. 3,J.W. . 2, T.W. 1,J.J. H.

Pltt&blll‘b. P'\. 4, M. L.C.,, E.C.C, I. A.C, J
MoT,, MoT L. 8., M. S.

Rockfonl, lllinois, 4, E. A. A, ‘.", G.E A, L A,
V.d,G.F. R Jr. 1, A.C. L, H. A. L, M.
R., C. G., A. D.

Snint Louis, Mo., 4, M. A0 2,C.H. I,M H.
B, R. M, R 8

Schenecmdy, N Y , 4, L.
L.LM. E S. 1, H. E.

Trentou, N.J., 4, B. M.

1., D

. S.
G 'R. A. II.M EII.
B. S J. H. W, J. S. (ue

Vancouver B. C.. 4 E. H., F. R_,,

Wnshlngtou D.C, 4 C. L. E., M.

N.V. MoD., E.J.S. 3, M. E..
w. -,I‘ll E. T. MoD., E. M. b M. \V E.
W, 1, 8. J. B., M. M., V. M.,
W.L.S.,, E. W,

Woodland, Mo., 4, E.W. B., B. II. B.,, A. W. B,

Zeplyrhills, Florida, 4, N. A. F.. F.W. S, E. A,
S§S,F.C. S, H. L. W, C. R. W., H. A. R.

A. 1. (new).

DELAYED ANSWERS

To Ques. 17-20, R. A. (Min'polis).
21, G. C,, L. E,, E. W. (Wash'u). To Ques. 22,
G. A.. L. D, W. H, E. M L. L. R. and M. S.
{ Wash'ton). To Ques. 23, P. W. H. (Wash'ton).
To Ques. 21, 23. 24, IT.1[. (Wash'ton). To Ques.
21-24, V. C. and M. D. (\Wash'u).

To Ques.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 25
W at does the resurrection of Jesus mean {o you !

‘*He was delivered for our offences and mised
again for our justification ; Ilo is raised from the
deaad and becomio the tirst frrits of them that
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alept ; Ile is now at the right lhand of Gail, the
Ono Mcdintor between God and men ; and l! we
helieve that Jesus died aud rose again, sven 8o
them also that sleep in Jesus will Qod hrlng with
Him ;" thia is what we gather from the answers
of A.'M. P, (Concord), I:. C. 8. (Isl'tou), D.J. D.
(Min'polis), J. L. and M. E. C. (Altoona) and Q.
N. P. (Trenton), *It I bLelieve that God hns
raised Ifim from the dend, I will be aaved,’’ snys
P. P. (Holland). “Je'ms overcame denth and
gave life to those who trust in Him, says C. F.
M. (Adair).  W. 8. Jr., (Trenton) well nsks,
*How could Ho give life it Ho had remained
uuder death Himself?» M. P. F. (Wash’ton)
tells us **The resurrcction of Jesus showws Ilis
power over death;’ aund M. S. (Pitts'g), *‘ God
shows Ilc is satisfled with the work Jesue did on
the cross for my sins.”

Well may we say with Paul, ** Thanks be unto
God who always causeth us to trinmph iu Christ!”’

Question 37.—What is said in the prophet
Daniel of those who turn many to righteous-
ness ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

The poet Burns has recorded his wish
that

“Ah wad some ane the giftie gie us
To see oorsels as ithers see us,"

but “The President’s Message’ asks us to
look at ourselves in a mirror which does
more—it shows us to ourselves as we
really are, and as God sees us.

Memory Verse

*Let your light so shine belore men, that

they may see your good works, and glonfy
your Father which is in heaven™ (Matt. 5:16).

Entervd as Second-Class Matter at the New York Poat Officn
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Little Willie’s Signal

OME time ago a little boy of seven
had a fall from a building, and
was brought to St. Luke’s Hos-
pital in New York. The poor

little fellow was in a terrible condition;

his backbone was shivered, his leg
broken, and his little body terribly man-
gled. His sufferings were very great.

He had one operation, an amputation
(i- e., cutting off a limb), which had to be

repeated, the doctors said. When told

of it the poor boy dreaded the pain so
much that he asked the blessed Lord

Jesus to take him to Himself.

Lying in the next bed to his was a little

girl named Susie, and to her he said:
“Susie, do you know that every night
Jesus comes through our ward, and takes
one or two of us little children away with
Him? And I have been telling Him how
much [ want to go with Him, and that [
can't bear to think of all the pain I will
have to-morrow if He doesn’t take me.
I'm going to hold my hand up so that
when He comes through our room to-
night, He will see it, and know | am the
one that wants so much to go with Him.”

Dear little fellow, how simple and beau-
tiful his faith was! He knew Jesus loves
all the little children, that He loved him
therefore, and he wanted to be taken
away to His great and happy home on
high.

And was he taken? do you ask? Yes;
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for carly in the morning when the nurse
went quletly through the ward to have
a peep at nll the little cots, she found
Willie cold and still in death. And he
had one hand just above the coverlet,
held up by the other, as he said he was
going to do, so that Jesus would see it
and know that he wanted to be taken.
So the Lord did take His little lamb home
where there are no sad accidents, no
sorrow, no pain, and no crying, but where
God shall wipe all tears from our eyes.

Child, boy or girl, sick or well, would
yon wish to go to Jesus if He came to
your bedside to-night? If you know His
love to you, and love Him in return, you
would not fear but be glad. “We love
Him," says the Bible, * because He first
loved us” (1 John 4:19). He died for us
so that He might take us to His Father’s
house, if we only believe Him.

Do you, dear child, trust in Him like
little Willie?

¢ Jesus loves me, this I know,
For the Bible tclls me so.
Little ones to Him Lelong,
They are weak, but He is strong.

“ Jesus loves me, loves me still
When I'm very weak and ill;
From Iis shlning home on high
L.ooks upon me where I lie.

¢ Jesus loves me; e will stay
Closo hiesido me all the way;
If I trust Him, by and by
e will take me homno on high.”

C. Knarr.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

Saved by a Sheep

A LITTLE boy once was saved from a
terrible death by a sheep in a remark-
able way. This little boy was on a ship
with his father and mother, not far from
land, when fire was discovered and the
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ship burst into flames. What could they
do for their dear little boy? There was
no boat near to save them, but there
were sheep on board. The father took
one of them and tied his little son to it
strongly, then pushed them together into
the sea. The sheep swam to the land,
and the little boy was saved!

If that had been yox, wouldn’t you
love that dear sheep for saving your life?
I am sure you'd say, “Oh yes, I would
love it, and take good care of it all my
life.”

Now let me ask you another question :
Do you love Jesus, the Lamb of God, who
died for you that you might be saved?
I hope that you will say, “Yes, I do love
the Lord Jesus, and will be obedient to
Him all my life.”

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

38.—FRUITS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(Matt.25:14-30; 5:1-12.)

Question 1.—When the Lord spoke of a
man travelling far from home, to whom
did He say he entrusted his goods?
Ans,—Matt. 25: 14.

Q. 2.—Why did he give them different
sums to take care of ? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 3.—Who, like this man, is now absent
from His servants?

Ans.—John 14:28; 16: 28.

Q. 4.—Will He come back again?
Ans.—)ohn 14: 3; Heb. 10: 37.

Q. 5.—What did the three servants in the
Lord's parable each do with the money
entrusted to him?

Ans.—Matt. 25: 16-18.
Q. 6.—What did their lord say to both
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those who had used well what he had
left with them? Ans.—vers. 21, 23.

Q. 7.—Not everyone can be wise and
strong : for what that, everyone can be,
were they praised? Ans.—vers. 21, 23.

Q. 8.—What is required of one who takes
care of other people's things?

Ans.—1 Cor. 4: 2.

Q. 9.—What was said to him who hid
what was entrusted to him?
Ans.—ver. 26.

Q. 10.—What became of the money, and
of him? Ans.—vers. 28, 30.

Q. 11.—When the Lord Jesus returns,
what will He do to His servants?
Ans.—Rev. 22: 12.

Q. 12.—Will He ask other people what
His servants have done?

Ans.—Rom. 14: 12; Rev. 2: 2 (f. p).

Q. 13.—What will God give in that day?
Ans.—1 Cor. 4: 5.

Studies in the Christian Life
38.—FRUITS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(Matt. 25: 14-30; 5:1-12)

We have already had occasion to note
that the Christian life is a fruitful one—
in testimony, service, holiness and growth.
Our lesson to-day dwells upon the side of
responsibility for such activities and their
general character.

1.—Stewardship in what is not our own.
Matt. 25: 14-30.

The parable of the talents dwells upon
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the use made by servants of what their
absent Master has committed to their
care.

Q. 1. Find a similar parable to this in
another Gospel.

There are quite a few differences be-
tween these two parables—the one in the
other Gospel dwelling upon common and
equal responsibility, with differences of
reward in the coming earthly kingdom.
The one before us goes into different
details.

The Son of Man was about to take His
journey into a ‘‘ far country.”

Q. 2. Find, “I go to prepare a place
for you.”

We have here the keynote to the para-
ble: our Lord has gone back into heaven.
His interests here are those of an absent
Lord, whether we view them as related
to the present dispensation, or to the
brief period following, before He sets up
His earthly kingdom.

How sweet and yet solemn is the
thought that He has committed His in-
terests into the hands of His people!

Q. 3. Find, “It is required in stewards
that a man be found faithful.”

Q. 4. Find, “That good thing which
was commmitted unto thee.”

What are these interests? They are
varied and complete—the Lord’s truth,
His testimony, His work, His people.
These are His talents, dear unto Him, and
to be guarded with jealous and diligent
care by His servants.

Q. 5. Find, “I have kept the faith”
(the truth).

In days when men are denying this
truth how carefully it should be main-
tained.

Q. 6. Find, “Ye shall be witnesses
unto Me.”
Q. 7. Find, “Necessity is laid upon

me.”

So spoke a faithful servant of His Mas-
ter's work.

Q. 8. Find, " Take care of him.”
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To serve the people of God is to serve
Christ. These then are some of the
" talents' committed to His people—each
according to the capacity with which he
is endowed.

We see next the different success of
these servants, and are carried forward
to the day of reckoning. Such a day will
surely come!

Q. 9. Find, " The day shall declare it.”

They knew not the reward till that
time. Notice that reward is common to
all who have been faithful; it is the
Master's * welldone ”” and a welcome into
*““the joy of the Lord.” Could any greater
reward be given? But here is an un-
faithful one—not merely feeble or un-
successful, but one who in wicked unbe-
lief had maligned his Lord as a hard
man.

Q. 10. Find, “My yoke is easy, and
My burden is light.”

This man is servant but in name, and
has his postion with all the ungodly.

Q. 11. Find, “He is cast forth as a
branch,” etc.

We need scarcely add that this refers
to mere profession and not to any truly
born again.

2.—The truly blessed. Matt. 5:1-12.

This familiar portion dwells rather
upon the inward character of the people
of God than their outward activities.
Notice the difference between the standard
of success here and that of the world.

Q. 12. Find, “God hath chosen the

weak things,” etc.
And yet what more beautiful and dura-

ble then humility, weakness, mercy,
purity.

Q. 13. Find, “ The fruit of the Spirit,”
etc.

Those possessed of such character will
have much to try, muchsorrow, but they
will have the company of the Man of
Sorrows.

Q. 14. Find, “
in heart.”

I am meek and lowly
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ANSWER TO QUEST]ON 26
What is your best thought on John 3: 147

From L. D., C. R. and T. R. (Balt'o.) we learn
that John 3: 16 ‘‘shows God's wonderful love to
sinners, who once were [l{is enemies ( Itom. 3: 23;
5:8; 6: 23 and 1 Tim. 1: 15), and that salvation
ia not by our works (Eph.2:8,9).” M. W,
(Balt’o. ) tells us that ‘‘God gives eternal life to
whosoever wants it.”’ C. L. M. (Trenton) says it
shows ‘‘that it was the whole world God loved
(not just good people), while N. MeD. and E. M.
S. (Wash'ton) I. T. M. (Schenec’y) find comfort
in the thought that ‘*Whosoever in John 3:16
means ME.” From J. R. M. (Trentou) we find
that ““John 3 : 16 is a gospel in itself. God has
done all the loving and the giving, all that was left
for me to do was the belicving and receiving of
what the world cannot give, everlasting life."’

Has the reader believed and received what God
so freely offers in John 3:16?

Question 38.—What fruit should a Christian

bear in his life, and how can he do 1t?

OUR READING CIRCLE

Everyone is interested to know what
the future holds in store for them. “Your
Destiny,”! points out what is before two
classes of people, and the way to have it
full of brightness, hope, and glory.

Memory Verse

“Alter a long time the Lord of those serv-
ants con)1elh, and reckoneth with them” (Matt.
: 19
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Lost and Found

OME years ago a friend of mine

in the West was belated in his
journey. As night came on he
found himself in a blinding snow-
storm amid the prairies, and lost his
way. He says, “I kept walking on and
on in hope of finding a pioneer's house
where I might find shelter and rest. But,
as it proved afterward, I was going round
in a large circle, making what is called

THE DEATH TRACK.”

This is often the case with persons lost
in large forests. It is related of a party
of men who lost their way at night in a
great forest, that they decided to walk
on that they might not freeze in the cold
night. After a while they were rejoiced
to come upon the

fully at the footsteps, they came to the
conclusion that they were all their own
{racks, and that they had through the long
night been travelling in a circle, getting
no nearer to a place of rest and shelter.

So it was with my friend : He says, “My
right foot being somewhat stronger than
my left, I was unconsciously moving in a
wide circle, making the ‘Death Track’
as it is called. There was a house not
far off, but I was lost, and did not know
where | was.

“At last, realizing my condition, and
that I was becoming exhausted, I stopped,
and with all the strength I could gather,
I shouted, ‘LOST! LOST! LOST !’ Then
I listened, and to my great delight a
voice came out of the gloom and storm,

‘ALL RIGHT! CoMmING!’
“Shortly after this, the one whose friend-

track of men in
the snow. They
followed the
tracks expecting
they would soon
come upon some
encampment,
Having followed
these tracks for
some time, they
saw that the
snow-tracks had
increased in
number. Surely,
thought they, we
must be near a
camp. They
walked on with
more courage,
and after some
time found the
tracks had again
increased. Look-
ing more care-
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ly voice had reached me, came and found
me, and conducted me to a log cabin,
where 1 found warmth and food and
safety from the storm.”

I have related this experience of my
friend believing it will be a help to some
of our young readers in illustrating some
very important truths. My friend found
that by all his efforts he had not been
able to reach the place of safety and
comfort which he desired. And so it is
with every one who seeks salvation by
his own efforts—by many prayers, by
good deeds, by being baptized perhaps,
or joining some church or Christian
society; but with all this it is like travel-
ing in a circle, without finding Christ,
the Saviour who said, “Come unto ME,
all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and [ will give you rest” (Matt. 11: 28).
Have you, who read this, been like that
—traveling in a circle, as it were? Then
do like my friend stop, and cry, “ Lost!
lost! lost!"” or, better yet, like Peter when
he felt himself sinking in the stormy lake,
cry, “ Lord, save me.”” And immediately
the Lord caught him, and saved him.
To be rescued by the Lord Jesus brings
peace and rest to the soul. We cannot
save ourselves. Our efforts for our own
deliverance only lead us round and round
in a “death track” without bringing us
to safety and peace. Our good works,
our prayers, our tears, our gifts, our go-
ing to meetings, our resolutions, while
they are all good in themselves, are
simply a ‘“death track” until we have
Jesus as our Saviour. Shelter is near,
but not by anything we can do. It is the
Saviour who hears the cry of the soul in
need, and says to the weary soul, ‘“ Here
am I; come unto Me, and I will give you
rest.” Just trust yourself to Him who
came from heaven to seek the lost sheep,
and when He has found it calls all in
heaven to rejoice with Him over the lost
one found. F.
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FOR THE LITTLE ONES

“ He @alletly them All by Name ™

Do you know how many stars
There are shining in the sky?

Do you know how many clouds,
Every day go floating by?

God in heav’n has counted all,
He would miss one should it fall.

Do you know how many children
Go to little beds at night?
And without a care or sorrow
Wake up in the morning light?
God in heav’'n each name can tell—
Loves you, too, and loves you well.
—Selected.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

39.—WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A
CHRISTIAN

(1 John 3:1-24.)
Question 1.— What was once true of
every Christian ?
Ans—Eph. 2:1, 3 (l. p.).
Q. 2.—What title now is God’s and what
does He call His people?
Ans.—1 John 3: 1.
Q. 3.—Who have the right to be called
children of God? Ans.—John 1:12.
Q. 4.—If we are children of God now on
earth, what is said of the time when
our Saviour will come back for us?
Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 5.—What is the Lord Jesus like?
Ans.—vers. 3,5 (. p.) ; Heb.7: 26.

Q. 6.—Who is sinful from the very be-
ginning? Ans.—ver. 8.
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Q. 7.—Why did the Lord Jesus come to
this earth? Ans.—vers. 5, 8 (1. p.).

Q. 8.—Why must a child of God be like
Him? Ans.—ver.9 (I.p.) 1 Pet. 1: 16.

Q. 9.—What two things should mark the
children of God ? Ans.—vers. 7,10 (l.p.).

Q. 10.—We can count on God's love, but
at what are we not to be surprised ?
Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 11.—How do we know God loves us?
What proof has He given?

Ans.—ver. 16; Rom. 5: 8.

Q. 12.—Are we just to say we love one
another? Who knows our reality ?
Ans.—vers. 18, 20.

Q. 13.—What does God promise to His

obedient children? Ans.—ver. 22.
. OUrR
Vo BIBLECLASS

THEY 74
’:‘ hd Cue .:-’:/-
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Studies in the Christian Life

39.—REVIEW: WHAT IT MEANS TO
BE A CHRISTIAN

(1 John 3: 1-24.)

We have nowreached the close of these
most important studies in the Christian
life. It will be well for the scholars to
review carefully each topic, and fix its
leading thought in mind. We have space
only for the special scripture before us.

1.—The sons of God and their hope
Vers. 1-3.

It is the special glory of John’s writings
that he sets before us the true nature of
eternal, divine life. In the Gospel we see
that nature in the Son of God, and im-
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parted to sinners who will receive it. In
the Epistles it is shown in the children of
God. What manner of love has been
shown to us in making us His children.

Q. 1. Find three passages setting forth
this love.

Children of God are members of His
family, partakers of His nature, sharers
of His glory.

Q. 2. Tind, “ Heirs of God,” etc.

The world cannot enter into these
blessed realities; it is content with the
things of this present life—its gains,
follies, sins.

Q. 3. Find, “The natural man receiv-
eth not the things of the Spirit of God.”

Q. 4. Find, “Even as I am not of the
world.”

This blessed sonship is a present fact
for everybeliever and not merely a future
hope.

Q. 5. Find, “ Hath everlasting life.”

Q. 6. Find, “The Spirit beareth wit-
ness,”’ etc.

As to the future, its glories are not yet
revealed.

Q. 7. Find, “ Eye hath not seen,” etc.

The Spirit gives a present foretaste,
and of the future it is enough to say,
““We shall be like Him!"” How else could
we behold Him and His glory ?

Q. 8. Find, “ They shall see His face.”

Such a hope, set on Christ, has a sanc-
tifying effect now.

Q. 9. Find,* What manner of persons
ought ye to be!"”

2.—Light and darkness. Vers. 4-10.

Dwelling as he does upon the fact of
divine life being implanted in the heart,
John ignores—for the time—all else, and
tests to the full all that claims to be of
Christ. Elsewhere, he recognizes the
possibility of failure in the believer, but
not when he is dealing with the source
and nature of the life implanted by new
birth.
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Q. 10. Find, “
an Advocate.”

Ver. 4 needs a special word. “Sin is
lawlessness,” not merely transgression.
It finds its roots in the nature, away from
God.

Q. 11. Find, “ The carnal mind is en-
mity against God."”

There is but one remedy for sin—Christ
and His cross.

Q. 12. Find,
God,"” etc.

The link with Him is a holy one—draw-
ing from the source of righteousness and
love. Anything else is not of Christ but
of Satan. Ver. 9 is most absolute—the
divine nature is sinless, incapable of
sinning.

Q. 13. Find, “ Not of corruptible seed,”
etc.

3.—Love and hatred. Vers. 11-18.

God’s nature is Light and Love. So
His children manifest the same charac-
ter. Hatred is murder, and of Satan.

Q. 14. Find, “He was a murderer from
the beginning.”

The world lieth in the wicked one, and
hates those whom Satan hates—the chil-
dren of God. The children of God should
expect hatred from the world ; and surely
should show real love to one another.

Q. 15. Find, *“ Ye are taught of God
to love one another.”

If any man sin, we have

“Behold the Lamb of

4.— Assurance, present and future. Vers.
19-24.

There are two sources of assurance—
the word of God and an ungrieved Spirit.
John dwells upon this latter.

Q. 16. Find, “These things have I
written unto you,” etc.

Here it is the inward consciousness of
communion. Thus we can look forward
without fear to the judgment; and in
prayer for present need have all confi-
dence that He hears and will answer.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 27
How doca the Christian life begin #

R. P. (Trenton) trnly anys, ‘' Before we can
lend a Christian life, we must he born again,”’ and
E. F. (Casco) tells us that this is *‘ when one he-
lieves on the Lord Jesus Christ and accepts Him
as his personal Saviour.’”” This latter thought is
also given by E. N. and I. R. (Albany), A. P.
(Concord), H. A. H. and R. A. 8. (Chicago) and
G. H. M. and B. W. (Gr. Rapids). From E. M.
G. (Isl'ton) we learn, ‘‘ The Christian life begins
by believing and accepting, then confessing, the
Lord .Jesus Christ, Acts 16 : 31; John 1: 11; Rom.
10: 9, 10.”” From A. C. M. (Chicago) we learnm,
““The Christian life only bLegins when the soul
trusts Christ as Saviour. May all who have not
done this do so Nowv, ere it is too late!”” We say
Amen, to this, and also ask, Has the Christian life
begun in you ?

It is important to see the distinction between
the life received at new birth, and the practi-
cal life we live afterwards as children of God.
We become children of God by new birth; then
a Christian life—a life according to God—should
follow.—[Ed.

Question 39.—What is a Chnstian?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“What does a Man really Need ?" tells
us a truth which though unpalatable
everyone should know, for God says it.

Memory Verse

“For this purpose the Son of God was mani-
fested, that He might destroy the works of the
devil ”’ (| _]no 3:8).

B.nusred as Becond-Cluss Mutter at the New York Post Offica

THE SUNDAY Scnoor. VIsrroa
—PUBUSHED WEEKLY-—

L. s) (Can.)

10 eoplu, pcr unnum. 62 weeb ..$29.00.-..833.00
..... 7.80..... 8.98

10 b « L ceeee 8.80..... 3.88
Bingle Copy * W e 80..—~. .00

Loizeaux Brothers, { East 13th Sureet, New York



Che Ssunday School Lisitor

VoL. 18 OCTOBER 6, 1918 No. 40

her children knelt down together, telling
0 F 1 ’ C their need and present condition to the
ur ather’s are Lord who, as she knew, had fed thou-
sands with a few loaves when He was
ANY years ago there lived in here upon earth. They then went peace-
Wales a woman and her children fully to rest.
Ly the sea-side. Her husband The widow awoke very early in the
had died, and the poor woman morning; she thoughta voicehad called,
labored hard to provide for herlittle ones. telling her to go down to the sea to get
Even so, the meals were scanty; and a fish washed ashore by the tide. She
when work was scarce she sometimes thought it might be a dream, however;
wondered how the needs of herself and but then she remembered how they had
her children would be met. the night before set their needs before
But this widow knew God as her Fa- the Lord, and this might be His answer.
ther, and trusted Him who said, ‘“Leave She quickly dressed and went down to
thy fatherless children, I will preserve ‘°the sea, with thoughts of God’s goodness
them alive; and let thy widows trust in to her in giving His own Son to die on
Me"” (Jer. 49: 11). the cross for her salvation, and that His
A day came however when there was care for her children and herself was but
but little for breakfast; still less for the an expression of the same love.
rest of the day, and nothing for the Having come down to the shore, what
morrow. In the evening the mother and was her joy to find a fine, large turbot
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cast ashore by the sea, struggling to
make its way back to the occan. She
quickly laid hold of it, tied it up in her
apron and made her way back to her
cottage, thanking God with all her heart.
Awaking the children, she showed them
the beautiful fish, which she hoped to
sell for a few shillings, which would ena-
ble her to buy a supply of food for them.
After telling them to kneel before God to
thank Him for showing His care for them
in such a wonderful way, she put the
turbot in a basket and hastened to the
town to sell it.

While the widow was on her way, there
was some excitement among the fisher-
men as each boat came to shore. A
gentleman at the hotel was to give a
grand dinner that day; a turbot was to
be one of the dishes, and he had offered
to pay a guinea for one. So as each
boat came in, the cry went up, “Got
a turbot aboard, Captain?’” and the an-
swer would come, *“ No turbot on board;
plenty of other fish; ” but that would not
do. So when the woman arrived at the
hotel with her turbot, it was bought at
once, and to her great joy a guinea
(twenty-one shillings, or $5.00) was given
her for it. Now she had more than she
had expected; a supply of food for the
children and herself was soon bought,
and with a full basket she hurried home
to her children with a heart overflowing
with thankfulness to God for His marvel-
ous care. i

Does not this remind our young read-
ers of God'’s care for Elijah, sending the
ravens to supply him with food, when at
the word of the Lord he went to hide
himself by the brook Cherith from the
wrath of wicked King Ahab? I wish
you to read the narrative in the 17th
chapter of 1 Kings, and to notice two
things in it. [First, there is no bravado,
no contempt of the king; Elijah is to
““hide” himself by the brook. The second
thing is that Elijah is to trust God abso-
lutely: “I have commanded the ravens
to feed thee there,”” God said to Llijah.
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Everything was (o be in obedience to
God, you see—the hiding and the feeding
alike, and the place where God would care
for Elijah. This should teach us, on the
one hand, not to fear to do God’s will;
and on the other, not to be self-confident
or self-willed. God surely watches over
and cares for His children and servants
who obey Him, for He loves them. How
much does He love them? In praying to
the IFather for His disciples—and for us—
Jesus said, “Thou hast loved them as
Thou hast loved Me’’ (Jno. 17: 23).
Would you not wish to be a child of
God, dear young reader? All you have
to do is to receive the Lord Jesus in your
heart by faith. John 1:12 says, “As

many as received Him, to them gave He
the power (or title) to become the sons_of
God—even to them that believe on His
name.” And Gal. 3:26 also says, *Ye are
all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.”

I think,when I read that sweet story of old,
Wbhen Jesus was here among men,
IHow He called little children, as lambs, to
His fold,
I should like to have been with Him then.

I wish that His hands had been placed on
my head,
That Hisarmshad been thrown around me,
And that T might have seen Ilis kind look
when He said,
“Let the little ones come unto Me."”

Yet still to His presence in prayer I may go,
For I know I may trust in His love;
And if I thus earnestly seek Him below,

I shall see IIim and hear Him above—

In that beautiful place e has gone to pre-
pare
For all who are washed and forgiven,
And many dear children are gathering there,
And-of such is the kingdom of heaven.
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But thousands and thousands who wander
and fall,
Never heavd of that heavenly homne,
I should like them to know that there's room
for them all,
Aud that Jesus invites them to come.

WMAM_I

L

40.—ABRAM LEAVING HOME
(Gen. 12: 1-9.)

Question 1.—What made Abram leave the
place where he was born?
Ans.—ver. 1; Acts 7: 2.

Q. 2.—Did his fathers serve the one true
God? Ans.—Josh. 24: 2.

Q. 3.—Though his father left home with
him, whom had God called?
Ans.—Isa. 51: 2; ver. 1.

Q. 4.—Did his father go into the land?
Ans.—Acts 7: 4.

Q. 5.—Abram obeyed God; did he know
where he was going?

Ans.—Heb. 11: 8.

Q. 6.—What promise did God give him?
Ans.—vers. 2, 3.

Q. 7.—Abram would not have been blessed
if he had not listened to God ; what is
said of him ?

Ans.—Rom.4: 3; Gal. 3:6.

Q. 8.—What did his faith, or belief in what
God said, make him do?

Ans.—Heb. 11: 8; compare Rom. 16:
26 (l. p.).

Q. 9.—What did Abram know about God ?
Ans.—Rom. 4: 21.

Q. 10.—In what way have all the families
of the earth been blessed in Abram?
Ans.—Gal. 3: 16, 22.

Q. 11.—What has Abram’s blessing to do
with us? Ans.—Gal. 3: 9, 29.

Q. 12.—What further promise did God
give Abram when he obeyed Him ?
Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 13.—What did Abram then do?
Ans.—vers. 7, 8; Ileb. 13: 15.
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Lessons from the Patriarchs

40.—ABRAM LEAVING HOME
(Gen. 12: 1-9.)

We turn back now to glean some of
the precious lessons of faith as seen in
the Old Testament patriarchs. It is the
same faith and the same life as is now
in the children of God,though in a differ-
ent dispensation and with less light.

Q. 1. Find, “Whatsoever things were
written aforetime,” etc.

Abraham is one of the most remarka-
ble characters in the Scriptures—the typi-
cal man of faith.

Q. 2. Find, “ They which are of faith
. .. are the children of Abraham.”’

Our lesson to-day dwells upon the call
of Abraham and his answer of faith.

1.—The call of God. Vers. 1-3.

We find that God had appeared to him
before this—in his first home in Mesopo-
tamia.

Q. 3.
Charran.”

He had partly responded, but appar-
ently had lingered till the death of his
father Terah in Haran.

Q. 4. Find, “ Let me first go and bury
my father.”

Abram had genuine faith, but it was
as yet weak. Let us notice the nature
of God’s promise and His command. He
would showhim a land, foran inheritance.

Q. 4. Find, “ The glory of all lands.”

He would make of him a great nation.

Q. 5. Find, “ As the stars of heaven,"”
etc.

“1 will bless thee.” How greatly did
God bless Abraham in every way!

Q. 6. Find, “He was called the friend
of God.”

“And make thy name great.” It stands
forth thus to-day—the father of Israel, the

Find, “ Before he dwelt in
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earthly people, and of all the household
of faith of every time and age.

“And thou shalt be a blessing.” Let
us note carefully the order—God blesses
us first, and makes us channels of bless-
ing as a result of this.

Q. 7. Find, “Out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.”

2.—The obedience of faith. Vers. 4, 5.

Abram believed God, and showed it by
obeying His word.

Q. 8. Find, *“ Not knowing whither he
went.”

He is accompanied by Sarai his wife
and his nephew Lot. Both these had per-
sonal faith, but not in so marked a degree
as Abram. They both failed, and here
they seem to have followed /him rather
than God.

Q. 9. Find, “What is that to thee?
Follow thou Me.”

3.—The Lord appears to him. Vers.6,7.

God always rewards the faith that fol-
lows His word. He appears to Abram,
who can now erect an altar to the great
and blessed Being who had thus mani-
fested Himself to him. He thus becomes
a worshiper, an associate of Abel and all
the men of faith who have drawn near
to God by sacrifice.

Q. 10. TFind, “ Made nigh by the blood
of Christ.”

4.—The pilgrim. Vers. 8, 9.

Passing on, Abram arrives at Bethel,
“the house of God,” where again he
builds an altar, witness of the only way
of access into that House. The altar
thus shows his relation to God.

Q. 11. Find, “Boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus.”

He dwells in a tent, badge of his pilgrim
character, separate from the world.

Q. 12. Find, “Confessed they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”

Q. 13. Find, “Here we have no con-
tinuing city, but we seek one to come.”

Blessed faith, blessed access, blessed
hope!
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The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 28
What is the value of reading God’s word §

**We should read God's word because it is alle
to make us wise unto salvation, 2 Tim. 3:15; Ps.
19: 7-10,"" is the thought of C. E. M., and C. F.
M. (Adair), E. MoL. (Fredonia), E. H. (Gr.
Rapids), F. C. (Min’polis), M. C. (Altoona). M.
E. (Wash'ton) and J. P. (Holland) refer to Pa,
119: 130, and A. D. D. (Wash’ton) to Ps. 19: 10,
11; Rom. 15:4; ! Tim. 4: 15, 16 and 2 Tim. 3:
16, 17, ** It showed me I was a lost sinner, and
that the Lord Jesus died to give me everlasting
life,”? snys H. D. 8. (Gr. Rapids), and E. G. and
L. V. G. (Trenton). ‘*We learn toknow God and
to love Him,’? say M. L. (Gr. Rapids), E. M. C.
(Isl’ton) and I. A. C. (Pitta’g).* We learn God'’s
love to us. and what He wants ns to do,’” says
G. M. (Trenton). “We learn how to live a
Christian life and to walk in God’s path, follow-
ing Jesus,”” say L. B. and G. L. M. (Gr. Rapids)
and E. H. (Vanc’®r). ‘'‘The same as our hody
needs food, the Christian life needs the spiritual
food of God's word,” say M. A. (Casco), L. H.
(Trenton) and R. II. W. (Vanc'er). A. D.
(Rockford) tells us that by it, *‘We grow more
like Christ,”? while L. S. (Isl’ton), and B. K. (Wis-
sa’n) tell us, ‘“‘Reading God’s word and storing
it in our heart will keep us from sin and give
comfort in time of need.”’

Question 40.—\Why did Abraham leave his

home?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Little Harry” not only reminds us of
those stains upon the soul which only one
thing can wash off, but of that which can
make them whiter than snow.

Memory Verse
“And | will bless them that bless thee, and

curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall

all families of the eaith be blessed” (Cen.12: 3).
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What made a Little Girl Happy

NNIE was only eight years old,
but she was not too young to
know that that she was a sinner,
nor too young to be saved.

Neither are you, little

OCTOBER 13, 1918
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her friend talked lovingly to her, trying
to show her how she might be saved.
She told her it was by simply believing
what God’'s word said about Jesus, the
Saviour; that, as we are sinners, it was
necessary for Jesus to bear our sins, as it
is written, “ The Lord hath laid on Him

reader, even if you are not [ . =
yet eight, for the word of ~=alee
God says, ' Remember now
thy Creator in the days of
thy youth,” and Jesus also
said, ‘' Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto Me"”
(Eccles.12:1; Mark 10:14).

Annie was staying for a
time with some Christians,
and their great desire for
her was that she should
early be a child of God.

One evening one of them
read to her the story of a
little boy who “let Jesus
into his heart,” and though
Annie said nothing at the
time, she often thought a-
bout the little boy's words.

Soon afterwards, another
friend, who knew nothing
about this, asked her one
Sunday afternoon, ‘' What
hymns did yousing at school
to-day, Annie?”

“Behold a Saviour at the
door,” she replied.

“ What door is that?"”
her friend inquired; and as
Annie gave no answer, she answered it
herself by saying, "It is the door of your
little heart, my dear. Jesus is knocking
there. Will you let Him in?”

Little Annie then burst into tears, and
said that her sins troubled her. [I‘or
some hours she was very unhappy, and
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the iniquity of us all" (Isa. 53: 6).

But nothing seemed to bring any com-
fort to the dear child, though for a time
she stopped crying.

After she was in bed her tears burst
out again, and her friend repeated the
text," The Son of God, who loved e,
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and gave Himsel( for me” (Gal. 2: 20);
and, she added, ''Yor want to be saved,
Annie, and God wants to save you; and
He has a Saviour for you, Jesus. Will
you take Him as your Saviour now? "’

For a little time there was silence, and
then Annie said, “ Good night,” quite
happily.

The next day Annie told one and an-
other that she had received Jesus as her
own Saviour the night before; she had
let Him into her heart, adding, “And He
will never go out.”

She also spoke of Jesus to her little
school-fellows, and one of them was led
to desire for herself what made Annie
so happy.

A happy little girl was Annie then, from
day to day; rejoicing in the knowledge of
her sins forgiven, and in the love of Je-
sus, and telling Him all her little troubles,

And you, my dear little readers, just
let Jesus into your hearts; just tell Him
that you want to be His; just believe in
His love, and you too will be saved and

made happy.
M. S. H.

T INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS [
¢ )
41.—ABRAM HELPING LOT.

(Gen. 13: 5-11; 14-16.)

Question 1.—What relation was Lot to
Abram, and how did he come to be
with him, far away from their native
country ?

Ans.—Gen. 11:31; 12: 1.

Q. 2—Whom had God called?
Ans.—I[sa. 51: 2.

Q. 3.—In what were Abram and Lot rich?
Ans.—vers. 2, 5.

Q. 4—What did the number of their
flocks cause? Ans.—vers. 6, 7.
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Q. 5.—Though Abram was the elder,
what did he do? Ans.—vers. 8, 9.

Q. 6.—What did Lot choose, and why?
Ans.—vers. 10, 11.

Q. 7.—Amongst what kind of pcople must
he live? Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 8.—Lot made his own choice by what
he saw; who chose for Abram?

Ans.—vers. 14-16.

Q. 9.—What became of Lot's land and
wealth? Ans.—Gen. 19: 24, 25.

Q. 10.—How was it that Lot did not per-
ish too? Ans.—Gen. 19: 16.

Q. 11.—For what eternal dwelling place
was Abraham looking?

Ans.—Heb. 11: 10.
Q. 12.—What choice is still set before us?
Ans.—Josh.24 : 15.

'owgla[z Cias,
: S
B

iy

Lessons from the Patriarchs
41.—ABRAM HELPING LOT
(Gen. 13: 5-11, 14-16.)

It is well to notice the failure of this
honored man of faith, as recorded in
chapter 12: 10, etc. He left the place to
which he had been called, and went
down into Egypt; there he denied his
wife, who was restored to him in God’s
mercy. It is all typical for ourselves.
If we lose the sense of our heavenly call-
ing, we will under stress of temptation
deny grace, to which we have been
united.

Q.1. Find, “ Be not entangled again,”
etc.
Q. 2. Find, “Ye are fallen from

grace,” etc.
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Q. 3. Find, " Walk worthy of the voca-
tion,” etc.

Restored by God's mercy to his proper
place, Abram is able to maintain a true
testimony to God’s call.

Vers. 5-11.

We have already remarked that Lot
does not seem to have the energy of
faith which marked his kinsman. He
accompanied him from Haran to Canaan,
and when the famine tempted Abram to
go to Egypt, Lot followed, returning also
to Canaan after the elder’s recovery. He
does not seem to have failed so glaring-
ly, but there was a negative condition
which bodes ill for the future.

Q. 4. Find, “Iwould thou wert either
cold or hot.”

At last the testing comes, and Lot must
act individually, upon his own responsi-
bility. How often does earthly prosper-
ity blind one’s eyes to his true and last-
ing interests.

Q.5. Find, “ Who mind earthly things.”

With prosperity comes strife; the in-
terests of the two kinsmen clash.

Q. 6. Find, “From whence come wars
and fightings among you?”

Abram cannot endure this discord, so
he must separate from its cause.

In a noble and unselfish way he leaves
the choice with Lot.

Q. 7. Find, “Let him take all.”

Q. 8. Find, “Why do ye not rather
take wrong? "

Feeble faith now manifests itself in
Lot. The fertile plains of Sodom attract
his eyes, and he loses sight of the evil
that went with that outward attractive-
ness.

Q. 9. Find, “Love not the world,” etc.

Let us note that it was sight and not
faith which led Lot to make his choice.

Q. 10. Find, “We look nof at the
things which are seen.”

Most solemn is the lesson here. Lot's
heart was evidently estranged from divine

1.—Lot's choice.
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things before his feet took the wrong
path.

Q. 11. Find, * Where your treasure is,”
etc.

2.—Faith the real possessor. Vers. 14-16.

Abraham not merely took what Lot
had left, but he chose what God would
give him. Faith is not a merely nega-
tive thing.

Q. 12. Find, “ Thy testimonies have I
taken as my heritage forever.”

Leaving all in God's hands, Abram gets
the promise of an abundant portion. It
is ever thus; if we leave God to order
our affairs He will provide abundantly.

Q. 13. Find, “All things are yours.”

Q. 14. Find, “Having promise of the
life that now is, and that which is to
come.”

Not only is the land given him as his
inheritance, but he has the promise of a
great posterity.

Q. 15. Find, “So many as the stars of
the sky in multitude,” etc.

Lot is well-nigh forgotten, but Abram'’s

faith is still fresh. May we walk in its
steps!

. [7RAXR
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 29 TO 32

The Agures indlcate the number of Questions anrweved
by each one.

Albany, N. Y.,
M. Z.

Allentown, Pa., 2, M. E.., 1, R. A. R,, B. R.

Amsterdam, N. Y., 4, A.E. R, L. R, B. R.

Baltimore, Md., 4, A. R. G., F. J.,, L. J.,, R. T.
P, C. R

Bowers, Pa., 4, A. 1l. F.

Buffalo, N. Y., 2, L. I. S. 1, M. A, W. S.

Camp McClellan, Ala., 1, H. G. H. E.

Casco, Wis., 4, M. P. A., E. F.

Carlton, Kans., 4, E. M. G., A. E. G.,R. . G.
2, R G. R,P. L E, UV}

4, 11.C., ®. E. C, E.N.,,C. N,
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Chicago, Ills,, 4, . A, IL,,
E. M., A. C. M.

Concord, Mnxa., 4, A, M, I,

Grand Rapids, Mich,, 3, G. H. M., IL. 8., B. A
W. 2, B.J, B, G. L. M.. W, A, S, (now), A
Vander T., 8 P. W,, W. W, 1, G. B, L. B,
D. ., E. H,, M. K,, E. K. (vew), K. E. L.,
G.L., G. B. P, E. M. T., M.E. W., D. M. W.

Holland, Mioh., 4, J. P., P. P.

Islington, Mass,, 4, E. M. G., E. M. C., J. P., M.
G.8, E.C. 8.

Minneapolis, Minn., 4, D. J. D.

Philndelphin, Pa. (Kensington), 3, A. E. M.
(Wissa'n) 4, B. K.
(West) 4, E. H., P. E. McC. 3, J. W. H. 1, T.
W .

W. F. I, R A S,

Pittsburg, Pn., 4, M. L.C,, E.C. C,, L. A. C., J.
McT., R. V. McT., L. S., M. S.

Richmond, Ont., 4, A. C,, E. C.
Rocktord, lllinois, 4, E. A. A. I. A.; V. H. 2,
G.E. A, G.F.R,Jr. 1,A.C. L, H. A. L.,

G. L., R. A,
Schenectady, N. Y.,
L., M. E. S.

Trenton, N. J., 4, B. M. B., L. V.G., H. J. II.,
M. M.H., E.V.H., L.'V. H, R. P. I, A.

4, L.W.M, E.T. M, C. C.

R. J., AIIJ OJ P. J, O.J. M,
C. L.M.,G.Rb o J. W M R. M. M, R R.
M., HDS.,A.S.,W.S.,J,“ S, 3,
M.'E. H., R. J. H.,.G. N. P.,, R. P,, C L S.
2,A.D, C.D, E.G. 1, R A, F. M.C,, T.
D. J.

Vaocouver, B. C., 4, E. H.

Washington, D. C., 4, C. E. E,, M. E,, N. V.
MeD.,, E.M. 8, D.W. 3, M. P. F,, M. H.,
E. M., M. M, II.LE.W. 2, N. H, E. J. §, M.
w., E. W. 1, S.J. B, V.J.C, M. IR.C,
P. W. 1., C. H. (ncw), A. II. (new), M. P.,
W. L. 8, H.8.

Woodland, Mo 4, E.W. B, B. H. B,, A.W. B

Zephyrhills, Flomln, 4, E. A.S,, F.C. 8, C

H. A. R.

DELAYEKD ANSWERS

To Qnes. 22; 23, 27, H. A. To quest. 23, 24,
C. W. "o qtm 27, Harvey 8., Merbert S., G. S,
0. M. 8, 0. McL (nn of Bufalo).

R. W,

ANSWER TO QUESTION 29
What is the vcalue of prayer {o a child of Qud?
E. H, (Vancouver) warns us that “if a Chris-
tlan docs not pray ho will soon grow careless of
tho things of Qod ;" while, on the other hand, M.
(. H. (Iniluglon) tollw ux, ** Prayer keeps us ecou-
pled with Ged," and 15, M, Q. (Ialinglon) says,
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“Tt shows our dependence upon IHim.” B. K.
(Wisen'n) rominda us of David in paalm 565, ‘‘cry-
ing to God ovening, morning, and any timo duoring
the day when the need nrises, or for strength to
overcomo temptation.” L. 8. (Buflnlo) says,
“Prayer is the source of great power In overcom-
ing the world, the flesh and the dovil ;’’ and R,
P. H. (Trenton), *‘It keceps us in dlrcct cominun-
ion with God, and when such is the case we do
not go nstray." Wae learn from M. Z. (Albany),
E. C. and L. S. (Pittsburg), and R. M. M. (Tren-
ton) that, ‘‘Prayer brings us nearer to Qod, makes
us love Him more, brings us comfort in trial ;"'
and from C. C. L. (Schenectady), ‘‘ Prayer en-
courages n child of God to love nnd trust our
Lord. Nothing is too much to nsk Him about il
we come in the right way (in Jesus’ name), and
in the right spirit (according to His will).”

Do our young readers pray—noot repeat a prayer
merely ?

Question 4|.—How does God reward those
who, for His sake, are willing to deny them-
selves?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ Where do we go from Here?" is the
great question, for ourselves as well as
for the soldiers. How it may be satis-
factorily and joyfully answered, our tract
tells.

Memory Verse
“And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be

no strife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee,
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen:

for we be brethren” (Gen. 13:8).
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Under Six f/ays

HE ALAMO is a building famous
in American history. It is situ-
’.\W ated in the city of San Antonio,

Texas. It was once a castle or
fortress, and in the war for Texan inde-

OCTOBER 20, 1918

No. 42

you here; perhaps when you grow older
you may be able to consult some more
minute history of this memorable siege,
and there learn what you would now like
to know.

You will notice there are six flags float-
ing from the celebrated fortress. @ They
represent its history, and show us under
what flags or dominions that territory

Under Six Flags, Bhowing Alamo, Built 1718,
San Antonio, Tex.

pendence, about eighty-five years ago, was
the scene of an awful massacre. It was
held by a devoted band of Texan patriots,
including Col. James Bowie and David
Crockett, who for a considerable time held
out against a much larger number of
Mexicans under General Santa Anna. It
was at last carried by storm by the Mex-
icans, and all its brave defenders butch-
ered, excepting one, a tiny baby girl.
How she managed to escape, and what
afterwards became of her I cannot tell

used to be in days gone by. The first
flag on the left, is the pretty French flag
of other days, with its sprinkling of
fleurs-de-lis, dated 1635.

Of course the French did not build the
Alamo, for it was only built in 1718 by
the Spaniards, who gained control of the
territory about 1680. So the second flag,
yellow and red, is the flag of Spain.

Then, more than two hundred years
later, when the people of Mexico won
their independence from Spain, the Mexi-
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can flag waved from its battlements,
which in turn was supplanted by the
“Lone Star” flag of independent Texas.

After the Mexican war it became part
of the United States, and during the
great Civil War between the North and
the South the ‘“‘Confederate stars and
bars” fluttered from its flagstaff..

Since then it has returned under the
dominion and protection of *“ Old Glory,”
the * Star Spangled Banner ” of the great
American republic.

So much for the flags that have floated
over the Texan -Alamo. Now for a
question concerning the flag or banner
that may now be waving over, not some
material building or fortress like the
Alamo, but over your souL. For our
souls are very much like a castle, over
which either Christ or Satan has control
or mastery. Perhaps some of you have
read the now old-fashioned book of Bun-
yan’s, called : “ The Holy War, or the
History of Man-Soul,’”’ in which he de-
scribes the struggles between light and
darkness that occur constantly in the
spiritual lives of every one. Who con-
trols yow, who is your master, reader, who
is it that rules in your heart—Satan or
Christ? It must be one or the other, for
Jesus said, *“ No man can serve two mas-
ters.”

In these days of the great world war
we often see numbers of different flags
floating from public buildings and other
places, because the countries fighting
against Germany are allied or banded to-
gether, and are to-day almost like one
colossal united government. But in the
great war universal between Heaven and
Hell, between darkness and light, between
truth and falsehood, there are but fwo
flags to be under, the flag of the devil or
the banner of the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘“ His banner over me is love,” says the
happy, redeemed soul in the Song of Sol-
omon; chapter two, fourth verse. Is this
banner over you, dear reader? The ban-
ner or flag suggests possession or con-
trol; and if we are Christ’s, if we have
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given ourselves to Him, if His love con-
trols or constrains us, we are His, and
that forever! Give Him full control to-
day; put yourself under His victorious
banner, and you are saved, secure for all
time from Satan. What a boon, and
what a joy! C. Knarp.

A GOOD EXAMPLE

“There was an old, old owl

Who lived in a tree:

He was as wise
As an owl could be.

The more he heard
The less he spoke—

For the more he spoke,
The less he heard.

Why cannot we be
Like that wise old bird ? *?

Some people, and children too, talk so
much that they have no time to hear.
They are so self-satisfied, so self-occupied,
that they take up all the time, and so
learn nothing. This is wrong and foolish.
For such, no doubt, some one (I don’t
know who) wrote the lines above about
the owl. The word of God too has some-
thing to say about much speaking. It
says of the tongue, “Itis an unrulyevil ;”
and in another place it says, “Wherefore
. . . let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, slow to wrath ” (Jas. 1: 19).

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

42.—ABRAHAM GIVING ISAAC
' TO GOD.
(Gen. 22: 1-4.)

Question 1.—What was remarkable about
Isaac? Ans.—Gen. 15:5;21:5.

Q. 2.—What did God tell Abraham to do
with the son He had given him?
Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 3.—Did Abraham obey God ?

- Ans.—ver. 3.

Q. 4.—Had they far to go?

Ans.—ver 4.
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Q. 5.—\What did Abraham say that
showed he trusted God would give
Isaac back? Ans.—ver. 5.

Q. 6.—\Vhat showed he was ready to
obey God? Ans.—ver. 6.

Q. 7.—What ‘'had God promised as to
Isaac? Ans.—chap. 21:12 (l. p.); 13:
16.

Q. 8.—Because of this promise what did
Abraham believe?

Ans.—Heb. 11: 19.

Q. 9.—What did God now direct him to
do? Ans.—vers. 12, 13.

Q. 10.—Of what Sacrifice is this a picture?
Ans.—John 3: 16.

Q. 11.—Why did God give His only Son?
Ans.—John 3:16; 1 John 4: 9.

Q. 12.—What is said of the Lord Jesus?
Ans.—John 1: 29 ; compare ver. 8.

Qur JBible Class |

Lessons from the Patriarchs

42.—ABRAHAM GIVING ISAAC TO
GOD (Gen. 22: 1-14).

We pass over much of deepest inter-
est and importance in Abram'’s life, of
which we can take little note. The stu-
dent is advised to mark especially Abram'’s
choice, as told in chapter 14, refusing to
be enriched by the king of Sodom; his
simple faith in God's word, by which he
was justified (chap. 15); the promise of
a son (chap. 17); his intercession for
others (chap. 18); and many other most
important features. Our lesson goes on
to his great act of faith under supreme
tria. We may mark several stages,
among others, in Abraham’s faith: his
response to the call: his confidence in
God’s promise, and the response to trial.

Q. 1. Find, “ When he was called . . .
obeyed.”

Q. 2. Find, “He staggered not at the
promise of God.”

Q. 3. Find, “By faith Abraham when
he was tried,” etc.

1.—The command. Ch. 22:1, 2.
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Faith obeys the will of God, even as it
trusts His word. How could anything
short of conformity to that will suit God ?
But what a test it was! And how God,
as it were, presses upon His servant the
extent of that demand! “Thy son,” not a
servant, not his flocks nor wealth, but thy
son. Nor was Ishmael meant—"thine
only son Isaac”—the child of promise,
the apple of his father's eye. And what
was to be done with this only son?
“Offer him for a burnt-offering.”

In the light of such a sacrifice, we
must be reminded of that greater one of
which this seems a clear type.

Q. 4. Find, “ He gave His only-begotten
Son.”

2.—The obedience of fasth. Vers. 3-5.

Abraham does not hesitate. He asks
no questions, but rising early in the morn-
inghe goes to the appointed place; so,even
G(;d.did not hold back from the supreme
gift.

Q. 5. Find, “When the fulness of time
was come,” etc.

Most instructive and beautiful is the
submission of the patriarch. What joy
it must have given the holy God to see
that prompt obedience, the fruit of un-
questioning faith. God could make no
mistake; all was right; and in due time
he would see the reason of this strange
command.

3.—The submissive Son. Vers. 6-8.

We see in Isaac a lovely type of the
submission of our Lord Jesus.

Q.6. Find, “ Not to do mine ownwill,"”
etc.

Q. 7. Find, “If it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me,” etc.

Q. 8. Find, “Obedient unto death.”

““Where is the Lamb?” Ah, there can
be but one answer.

Q. 9. Find, “Behold the Lamb of God,”
etc.

Q. 10. Find, “As of a lamb without
blemish.”

4.—The voice from on high. Vers. 9-12.

Abraham must go to the very limit;
he may have hoped that God would in-



168

tervene on the journey, or as they as-
cended the mount. But he does not
falter; his faith carries him forward till
the knife is outstretched, and the blow
ready to fall! We know that he was well
assured that if that dear child’s life were
taken, God could and would restore it.
For was he not himself “as good as
dead” when the promise was given of a
son ?

Q. 11. Find, ' Accounting that God
was able to raise him up,” etc.

So, in giving His well-beloved unto
death, God had ever the resurrection in
mind.

Q. 12.
hand,” etc.

Q. 13. Find, “
again.”

5.—The Lord will provide. Vers. 13,14,

What God would not allow Abraham
to suffer, that He went through. The
ram provided shows that all was still a
figure until He should come of whom it
all was a type.

Q. 14. Find, “Lo, I come,” etc.

THE BIBLE

Study it carefully,
Think of it prayerfully,
Deep in the heart let its pure precepts dwell ;
Slight not its history,
Ponder its mystery,
None can e’er prize it too fondly or well.

Find, " Sit Thou on My right

I have power to take it

Accept the glad tidings,
The warnings and chidings,
Found in the volume of heavenly lore ;
With faith that’s unfailing,
And love all prevailing,
Trust in its promise of life evermore.

With frequent devotion,
And thankful emotion,
Hear the blest welcome, respond to its call;
Life's purest oblation,
The heart’s adoration,
Give to the Saviour who died for us all.

Let the message of love,
From our Father above
Unto all nations and kindreds be given.
Till the ransomed shall raise
Joyous anthems of praise—
Hallelujahs on earth and in heaven.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 30

What blessed promise is given in fo-day's lesson fo
thosc wcho love and obey the Lord Jesus ?

‘“The fellowship of God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ,”” answers H. A, lI. (Chicago).
‘“If we love and obey the Lord Jesus He will
dwell in our heart,”” aays M. M. H. (Trenton),
and J. M. M. (Trenton) refers to Dent. 11 : 27,

John 14 : 23, Acts 5§:32,1Cor. 2 : 9, 10, and
James 1: 12 and 2:5. L. V. G. (Trenton) ex-
claims: ‘‘ How precious it is to have this wonder-

ful Guest make His abode with ns!’’ E.C.
(Richmoud) tells us, **The child of God is to have
a revelation of Christ by His indwelling ns.”” L.
V. IL. (Trenton) refers to Deut. 11 : 27 and John
14 : 21, 23 aund adds, ‘““What blessed promises from
the Lord of glory! » while E. H. (Trenton) says,
‘‘How little we deserve these many promised
blessings !’

Well may God’s wonderful love and condes-
cension lead out our prajse and thanksgiving.

Question 42.—What lessons can you derive
from Genesis 22?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Your Priceless Treasure’ speaks of
that which is more precious to you than
gold, and tells how it may be lost or
saved.

Memory Verse
“And Abraham said, My son, God will

provide Himself a lamb for a bumt offering

(Gen. 22: 8).
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Testing the Dollar

NE day a man came into a store
to make a purchase, and having
found the article he wanted, he
tendered the clerk a silver dollar
in payment. It was a bright new dollar;
the beautiful head on the face, the eagle
with spread wings on the obverse side,
with the usual lettering around the coin,
all was bright and beautiful. Yet for
some reason the clerk did not seem to be
satisfied. He looked carefully at the coin,
passed it from onehand totheother,looked
at it again, and
then, as courte-
ously aspossible,
said to the cus-
tomer, “There is
something about
this coin which
seems queer to
me. Would you
objecttoourcash-
ier testing it with
the acid ?”

it

the customer grasped his money and
went out of the store.

The acid test had proved the money
was a counterfeit. Although the bright
dollar had every appearance of reality—
though it looked as good as a genuine
dollar, when the real test came it was
proven to be false.

Does not this incident remind you of
what is said in Matt.22:11?—“And when
the king came in to see the guests, he
saw there a man which had not on a
wedding garment. And he said unto
him, Friend, how camest thou in hither
not having a wedding garment? And he
was speechless.
Then said the
king to the ser-
vants, Bind him
hand and foot,
and take him a-
way, and cast
him into outer
darkness; there
shall be weeping
and gnashing of
teeth.”

“No! Test it if
you want to; that dollaris all right. I
took it for a dollar, and you can’t fool
me on money.”

The clerk then carried the dollar to the
cashier, who dropped some acid upon it,
and immediately it turned black under
the test.

“I'm sorry, sir,” said the clerk as he re-
turned it to the customer ; ‘I shall have to
ask you for another dollar; the acid test
shows that this coin is not good.”

“You had no business to put acid on
it,”” angrily replied the customer. *You
have spoiled it for me,and now I can't
pass it on. I took it for a dollar, and
don’t intend to lose it.” Indignant at the
clerk who had shown him the truth,

In these words
the Lord gives us the picture of a person
who thinks of entering heaven to par-
take of its joy without having the wed-
ding garment. Do you know, dear young
reader, that many are doing so to-day?
Many persons trust in their own worthi-
ness to enter heaven, and refuse to put
on the wedding garment. Now, what is
this wedding garment? It is the worthi-
ness of Jesus the Son of God who died
for our sins, that washed by His precious
blood, and clothed in His beauty we may
be at home in God's presence—not afraid,
no, not at all, because the beauty of Je-
sus ‘Himself is upon all those who have
put their trust in Him.

When John had seen the great multi-
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tude in heaven before the throne of God,
clothed with white robes and palms in
their hands (Rev. 7: 9), one of the glori-
fied elders asked, *“ What are these which
are arrayed in white robes?" and him-
self gives the answer, ‘ These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb” (ver. 14).
If any one thinks of entering heaven with-
out this beautiful white robe, how quickly
he would be pointed out as a stnner in
his sins, unfit for God’s bright home above.
Oh, what a terrible discovery for one who
now trusts in himself, to find there that
all his supposed righteousness is like
“filthy rags” in the light of God's pres-
ence! Have yox bowed to the testimony
of God'’s word about yourself, and owned
what God has said to be true of your-
self? Or has it made you angry, as the
acid test did the customer in the store?
May each of you, dear boys and girls,
see and own yourself a sinner and con-
fess it to God; then, “ Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
F.

FOR THE LITTLE ONEDS

A little black boy in Africa had been a
slave, but was taken from his cruel mas-
ters by some kind-hearted men who loved
God, and who taught the little boy about
the Lord Jesus Christ.

One day the schoolmaster heard this
little boy pray in a low voice outside the
schoolroom thus:

“Lord Jesus, I thank Thee that the
wicked men came and took me from my
parents, and made me a slave, and that
the English ship brought me here, where
Massa Thompson has taught me to read,
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and to know Thee. Now let other bad
men take away my father and mother,
and let an English ship bring them here,
that they too may learn about Thee, and
that we may all go to heaven.”

The master was much surprised and
interested to hear this prayer, and thought
about it a great deal.

That evening, as he was walking by
the sea-side, he met the little praying
negro.

In a kind voice he said, “ What are you
doing here, my boy?"”

The little fellow replied, “ I have been
praying that the Lord Jesus will bring
my parents to this place, and I am
come to see if Hehas granted my prayer,
and brought them here.”

That evening no parents came.

The child went every day to the shore,
to watch the ships that arrived.

One day he came to Mr. Thompson,
leaping and dancing, and clapping his
hands, saying, *“ My prayer is heard; my
prayer is heard! My father and mother
are come!”

Then he drew Mr. Thompson by the
hand to the seashore,and showed him two
negroes just rescued.

““These are my parents! My prayer is
heard!"”

This poor little black boy, when he
heard of Jesus and His love for little chil-
dren, believed in Him, and longed that
his father and mother should believe in
Jesus too.

Have not you, little ones, something to
pray for too ? it

AKX 2
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[ INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

43.—ISAAC AND REBEKAH.
(Gen. 24.)

Question 1. — What command did Abra-
ham give to his eldest servant?
Ans.—ver. 4.

Q. 2.—Who, did he say, would prosper his
mission? Ans.—ver. 7.

Q. 3.—Where did the servant go, and
what did he do? Ans.—vers. 10, 11.

Q. 4.—What did he ask of God?
Ans.—vers. 12-14.

Q. 5.—When and how was his prayer an-
swered? Ans.—vers. 15, 18-20.

Q. 6.—Who was she? Ans.—vers. 24,38.

Q. 7.—What did the servant do when he
found out who she was, and his prayer
was answered ? Ans.—vers. 26, 27, 48.

Q. 8.—How was his errand received by
Rebekah’s father and brother?
Ans.—vers. 50, 51.

Q. 9.—Was Rebekah willing to go?
Ans.—ver. 58.

Q. 10.—What did the the servant give to
Rebekah, her brother and mother?
Ans.—ver. 53.

Q. 11.—With what has God blessed the
Church of Christ? Ans.—Eph. 1. 3.
Q. 12.—Who, like Abraham's servant, has
has been sent to guide the people of

Christ? Ans.—John 16: 13.

ool UR™ "
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Lessons from the Palriarchs
43.—ISAAC AND REBEKAH
(Gen. 24.)

We fail to grasp the fulness of these
Old Testament lessons unless we._ see their
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rich typical character. We cannot think
that God would have us interested simply
in the biography of persons who lived
long ago—it is their faith which makes
their life interesting. Nor does the lesson
stop at thelesson of personal faith; there
is a manifest -typical lesson which we
should seek to gather. This is parti-
cularly the case with the narrative now
before us. The connection with the chap-
ters immediately preceding is striking.
In chapter 22 we have the typical death
and resurrection of Isaac, a figure of the
death and resurrection of our Lord.

Q. 1. Find, “Delivered for our offen-
ces,” etc.

Q. 2. Find, " From which he received
him in a figure.”’

Chapter 23 tells of the death of Sarah,
Isaac’s mother, figure of the setting aside
of Israel as a nation.

Q. 3. Find, “Ye are not My people.”’

Our present lesson gives us a glimpse
of the present dispensation of grace and
of the Church. Israel is set aside until
God’s great purposes for the glory of His
Son are carried out.

Q. 4. Find, “As concerning the gospel
they are enemies for your sakes.”

Q. 5. Find, “ Which in other ages was
not made known unto the sons of men."”

1.—The servant sent forth. Vers. 1-6.

The servant is evidently a type of the
Holy Spirit, sent forth to gather the
Church, the Bride of Christ.

Q. 6. Find, “ He hath shed forth this,”
etc.

The Spirit is the witness to the glory
of Christ, and is to bring to Him on high
that Church which is to be His bride.

Q. 7. Find, “The Bride, the Lamb’s
wife.”

Note, Isaac is not to be brought from
Canaan, but the bride to be taken to him.

Q. 8. Find, “A glorious Church,” etc
Q. 9. Find, “The heavenly calling.”
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2.—Guided of God. Vers. 7-28.

The narrative explains itself. The
servant spread the whole matter before
God, and asked and received a definite
answer. So, in their service, the apostles
sought the Lord’s guidance.

Q. 10. Find, *“ As they ministered to
the Lord and fasted,” etc.

When we come to the gathering of
souls, we find that they are sinners, saved
by the gospel and brought to God. The
Spirit gathers such, forming them by
new birth into Christ’s kindred, and then
gathering them to form the bride. All
saved souls in the present dispensation
are also members of this church.

Q. 11. Find, “ By one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body.”

3.—"Come in, thou blessed of the Lord.”
Vers. 29-53.

The messenger is received with glad-
ness, and unfolds his story—the wondrous
purpose of his master, and its divine sanc-
tion. The household of Rebekah does not
turn a deaf ear to the servant.

Q. 12. Find, “ Whose heart the Lord
opened,” etc.

4.—"Hinder me not.” Vers. 54-58.

There is no,thought of lingering. So
now the Spirit would lead our hearts on-
ward to meet Him who gave Himself to
win our faith and love.

Q. 13. Find, “To wait for His Son.”

Q. 14. Find, ‘' The Spirit and the Bride
say, Come."”

5.—The meeting. Vers. 59-67.

No details of the journey are given.
Rebekah was leaving all that belonged
to her former home and going on to
meet him to whom her heart was pledged.

Q. 15. Find, “ Whom having not seen
ye love.”

Would not the journey seem long,
would she not be thinking and learning
about him on the way? So may it be
with us|
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 31

Hoiw can we grow in grace?

The first desire of a child of God is for holiness
—to be like the Lord Jesus Christ. This is one
of the indications that we are truly saved.

L. V. G. (‘I'renton) points out that ‘‘swe must
be Lorn again before we can grow in grace, then
we are to abide in Jesus (Jobn 16:4).”” E. H.
and C. L. M. (Trenton), C. E. E, M. E,, and D,
W. (Washington), and H. A. R. (Zephyrhills),
unite in saying, that ‘“as new-born bnbes we
should ‘desire the sincere milk of the word of God,
that we may grow thereby’ (1 Pet. 2:2).” This
lIatter verse and 2 Peter 1: 5-8; 3 :18; Eph.4:15
and Col. 1: 10, are quoted by K. G. and R. T. P.
(Baltimore), L. I. S. (Buflalo), M. A. (Casco),
I. A C. (Pittsburg), A. J. and O. J. (Trenton),
and E. J. S. (Washington). ‘“Wecan grow in grace
by having fellowship with the Father and the
Son ; Ly learning more of the love of the Lord
Jesus, and by serving Him and by doing what is
pleasing in His sight,”” we learn from E. M., A,
C. M. (Chicago), C. N. (Albany), and J. P. (Hol-
land).

Let us each ask himself—Am I growing in
grace ?

Question 43.—In Genesis 24, whom do
Isaac and Rebekah picture ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Bought with a Price” celebrates a fin-
tshed work, and can only be sung by a
soul who has been redeemed by the price
paid.

Memory Verse

“And he said unto them, Hinder me not,
seeing the Lord hath prospered my way ; send
me away that | may go to my master” (Gen.

24:56).
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AMONG THE AFRICAN TRIBES

(As told by a boy)

Thisinteresting narrative will show our young
readers what a blessing it is to have the word of
God, and to dwell in a land where its effects are
realized.

HE first black people I remember
about were the Aluru, who are
&y on the north-west coast of Lake
: Albert. They were very wild and
bad. They would steal everything they

a tree, studying a native language,
when a band of men came panting up
the steep hill, and laid the hand of a man
down on the ground in front of him.
They were dripping with sweat, and the
hand had just been cut off. Then one of
them exclaimed, ““See, we went to visit
the people of yonder village ; we went as
friends, but they have done us evil; they
gave us battle, and killed our brother.”
They wanted my father to go with them
to punish them. But he told them we
were not there to punish bad people. So

could, and fight and kill each other. The
Uganda people, just across the lake, had
once been just as bad, but they had been
changed by hearing of Jesus, and thou-
sands of them had learned to read the
Bible. It was easy to travel among
them ; but the Aluru, who had never heard
of Jesus, gave us trouble all the time we
were in their land.

One day my father was silting under

men gathered their

the angry black
friends together, and went to fight the

murderers and their friends. Soon we
saw high columns of smoke where vil-
lages were burning, women and children
running away, and bands of men, with
spears and bows and arrows, fighting
each other.

The Aluru were not the only tribe that
had never heard about Jesus. My father
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found more than fifty tribes that had
never heard, and some of them gave us
a great deal of trouble. We stayed
about three years with a tribe called
Zande. The Zande were fierce warriorsand
cannibals. They filed their front teeth to
sharp points, like crocodiles’ teeth, to
make them look fiercer, and they went to
fight other tribes with frightful knives
with curved blades. They ate many of
their conquered enemies, and made slaves
of the rest. But the Zande do not do this
any more. ] have sat on the lap of one
of these old chiefs who had eaten many
people before the white people came.

It seems wonderful how believing in
Jesus makes these people so different, so
that we could like them so much. Some
of them became so gentle and good that
we felt badly to part with them.

When my father would come alone to
one of the native villages, these wild
people would sometimes all rush away
into the tall grass or the forest. Some-
times only the women would run away
with the children, and the men would
wait to see what father was going to do,
or if he had a band of men behind him
who might do them harm. But if mother
and ] were with him, they knew we
had come as friends, and they would all
come running, and call, “Mototo na mon-
dele ” (Come and see the white child), for
along much of the road we travelled no
white child had ever been before, or even
a white woman.

As I was young, and could not walk
fast enough, I was carried in a little bed
on the heads of two black men. The
porters were rather proud to carry a
white child, and though they might go
slow where there was no one to see us,
they would dash up in great style when
we came to a village. Then the women
and children would run out to see the
strange white child, and the women
would want to take me in their arms and
carry me a little way. Almost the first
question asked of the carriers would be,
“Is it a boy or a girl?” You should
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have seen their pride as they would say—
“A boy.” They would not have been so
proud to carry a littlegirl. You see, wo-
men and girls are bought and sold like
animals. A good dog, brought from the
Congo River, sells in the Zande tribe
for twenty spearheads, and a girl is sold
for the same price. It takes the natives
quite a while to understand that a white
woman is as good as a white man.

When we came to a village, my father
would ask the people if they had yet
heard the words of God, or the good news
of the Son of God. In many, many tribes
for hundreds and hundreds of miles, they
would say, “No, we have not heard.”
Father would then tell them that God
who made the sun, moon and stars, the
land, water, plants, animals and people,
loved them, and had a happy home
where He wanted them to come and live
with Him. In His home nothing bad can
come, but as the sun drives away the
night, so no evil can come into God’s
home. No sickness nor death nor any-
thing that can make any one feel bad
can come into His home, but everything
that will make one happy, for there all
love each other and do nothing but good
to each other. God wants to cleanse
your hearts, so you will not be afraid of
Him, nor be afraid to live with Him in
His home.

Father would sometimes show them his
handkerchief, and ask them if it would
be fit to wipe his face after rubbing it in
the dust and dirt. They would say,
““No.” He would then ask if he should
throw it in the fire, and they would say,
“No, no.” ‘“Why not?” he would say,
“if it is all dirty and I cannot useit?”’
“Take it to the stream and wash it, and
it will come good again,” they would
say. Then my father would tell them
that that was the way God wanted to do
with their hearts; God did not want to
cast these bad peopleinto the fire, but He
wanted to wash them, and then they
would be fit to live with Him in His
beautiful home. God has a way to
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cleanse their hearts; and he would ex-
plainit to them. [ have heard him tell
all this so many times!

If my father came to a village alone,
perhaps only the men were there to hear
him. He would not ask them to call the
women at first, for then they might think
he wanted to steal them for his slaves,
and that he was a very bad man with an
army close by, or that he had come to do
some harm to them or the children. But
as he would tell the men about the news
so wonderful to them, they would drop
their spears and sit close around him to
listen. Then the women and children
hidden in the ‘‘jamba,” or bushes, not
hearing any noise of fighting, or cries of
pain or anger, would come, little by little,
to see what new kind of ‘“mondele”
(white man) had come to the black man’s
town, and made no trouble of any kind.

*k %k

[ INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS
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44.—APPETITE AND GREED.

(Gen. 25: 27-34.)

Question 1.—What were the names of
Isaac’s two sons? Ans.—ver. 27.

Q. 2.—What were their occupations’
Ans.—ver. 27.

Q. 3.—What did Esau once ask of Jacob
when he was hungry? Ans.—ver. 30.

Q. 4.—What did Jacob bargain with him?
Ans.—ver. 31.

Q. 5.—Why did Esau agree to Jacob’s
proposal?

Ans.—vers. 32 (I. p.), 34 (I. p.).

Q. 6.—What inheritance promised by God-
which was his birthright, did Esitu des,
pise? Ans.—chap. 13:15; 26: 3.

Q. 7.—What did he choose rather than
God’s promise? Ans.—Heb. 12: 16.
Q. 8.—Was he ever sorry for what he had

done? Ans.—Heb. 12:17.

Q. 9.—What is one of the reasons that
God has to judge pecople?

Ans.—Isa. 5: 24 (l. p.).
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Q. 10.—What are we told to do instead
of despising what God says?
Ans.—Heb. 2: 1.

Q. 11.—What is preached to us?
Ans.—Acts 13: 38.

Q. 12.—What do people despise when
they turn away from God’s good news?
Ans.—Rom. 2: 4.

Q. 13.—[sau was sorry when it was too
late; what is the end of despisers of
God’s mercy? Ans.—Acts 13: 41.

BIBLECLASS
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Lessons from the Patriarchs
44 —APPETITE AND GREED
(Gen. 25: 27-34.)

Passing on to the history of Esau and
Jacob, we still have most important typi-
cal lessons, but the prominent features
are personal rather than dispensational.

How solemn and humbling is the les-
son in the life of these twin brothers!
Born at the same time, of common paren-
tage, they are utterly different in nature,
character and conduct. They illustrate
the two classes of men—the children of
God and those who are not.

Q. 1. Find two other brothers who
illustrate this.

Q. 2. Find, “That which is born of
the flesh,” etc.

This latter passage suggests the oppos-
ing principles of flesh and spirit even in
the child of God.

Q. 3. Find, “ The flesh lusteth against
the spirit,” etc.

But it is of the men and their charac-
ter rather than of contrasted natures in
one person that we would speak.

This difference had been foreseen and
predicted.
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Q. 4. Find, “ The elder shall serve the
younger.”

But we must not think that Esau was
chosen for evil. This is not the thought
of election, which is only for blessing.
Esau was responsible to choose the good
part, but as our lesson shows, he chose
the things to please his appetite, and des-
pised the higher blessings.

1.—The way of the flesh.. Vers. 27, 28.

It was not evil for Esau to hunt, for
food could thus be obtained.

Q. 5. Find, “As the roebuck and the
hart.”

But it does seem beneath one to devote
his whole life to this work. It savors
something of the *“sporting life” of the
present day. It suggests also a heartless
cruelty if it marks a man’s character.

Q. 6. Find, “As Nimrod the mighty
hunter before the Lord.”

Isaac favored Esau’s work, for it in-
dulged his natural appetite—a thing
which shows how a child of God can be
influenced by earthly motives.

Q. 7. Find, “Set your affection on
things above.”

Jacob, in contrast to Esau, was a sim-
ple man, whose tent suggests the pilgrim
life, and whose occupation as a shepherd
suggests his faith resting on the sacrifice.

Q. 8. Find two Old Testament char-
acters who were shepherds.

2.—The fatal choice. Vers. 29-32.

We cannot justify Jacob for his offer-
ing his brother the pottage in exchange
for his birthright, but Esau was free to
refuse. Besides it shows that Jacob set
a value upon the birthright which Esau
despised ; the choice was Esau'’s.

Q. 9. Find, “ Choose ye this day,” etc.

Esau valued that which ministered to
his bodily appetites, and which was for
the present alone. Jacob valued that
which came from God.

3.—The birthright despised. Vers. 33,
3.

The choice was deliberate—present
things were preferred to the future. How
many make the same wretched choice!

-
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Q. 10. Find, “The pleasures of sin
for a season.”

Q. 11. Find, “ Who for one morsel of
meat,” etc.

Q. 12. Find, “ Thou in thy lifetime re-
ceivedst thy good things.”

So is every one who chooses any thing
in place of Christ and His salvation.

Q. 13. Find, “How shall we escape,”
etc.

‘The Tetter Box

ANSWER TO QUESTION 32
Whom can you help, and how?

Many have snggested practical ways in which
we can help. E. V. H. (Trenton) says, * Iow
important it is to help the soul first, by telling
people of the Saviour; this is much more im-
portant than belp for the body ;?’ and in thiscon-
nection A. E. R. (Amsterdam), L. S. (Pittsburg),
A. E. M. (Kensington), A. C. (Richmond), G. R.
(Rockford ), and E. II. and M. H. (Washington),
tell us, ‘*We can help sinners by telling them
about the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.’”” G.
L. M. and J, M. M. (Trenton) refer to Rom. 12:
13-15, Gal. G: 2, 10, and 1 Thess. 3:12. A. H.
F. (Bowers), and E. W. B. (Woodlaud) &ay,
‘“We can pray for others, give them gospel tracts,
and warn them of coming judgment.?” C. D.
{Trenton), with 1. C.and E. N. (Albany), and
I'. E. (Carlton), says, ‘‘ We can help every ono
with whom we come in contact by showing kind-
ness.”” ‘“Help every one in trouble,’ says A. 1V,
B. (Woodland) and R. A. (Rockford). **We can
lxelp‘our family in the little every-day tasks,”
says 'D. J. D. (Minneapolis). ‘* Help people
physically by visiting, taking flowers, or 'giving
them a lift; spiritnally,’ by reading, teaching, or
advising, by telling of Jesus, and teaching His
Word,”” says L. W. M. (Schenectady).

Let w all be helping someone.

Ques'.on 44.—How did Esau despise his
birthright, and what was it?

OUR READING CIRCLE

Neaman the Leper” points out why
God has recorded his history in His Word,
and how we ourselves are like him in his
]epro&}y, and may belike him in his cleans-
ing.

Memory Verse

“And he did eat and drink, and rose up, and
went his way: thus Esau despised his birth-
right” (Gen. 25 : 34).
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Bringing in the IFruits

LEASANT October !— that is the
time for gathering in the fruits
of the earth, which have been
quietly, steadily, though imper-

ceptibly growing through the summer.

Is it not nice to see the abun-
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in baskets in the cellar till they are mellow
and "just fit" to eat, for the grand “Bart-
lett " (or Bon Chritien, as they are called
in France, whence they were brought to
America) are gone, some time ago. But
the apples—a good stock of these must
be brought in. There is the red-streaked

dance of the fields coming
in? The potatoes are stored
in the cellars ; the wheat,
the rye, the oats have been
in the granaries already,
whilst the great cornfields
are ready with their rich ears
of corn hanging everywhere
upon thesturdy stocks. Pretty
soon great wagon-loads of
the rich grain will be brought
in, and the great corn-cribs
will be filled.

Perhaps the boys and girls
think more of the lovely
grapes that hang upon the
vines so temptingly, and now
are being brought upon the
table. Though the fruits are
not the ‘' staples of life,” as
the grains, how enjoyed they
are by us all. How good is
that tender and juicy blue-
black “Concord,” or the fine-
flavored little bunches of
“Delaware;"” or the more
showy and sweet Californian
“Tokay.” But some boys
eye more the beautiful pear

or apple trees, with their de-

licious fruit hanging full upon the bend-
ing branches. And is it not nice to gather
and bite into some that have fallen! How
beautiful it is to see the trees bending
with their precious fruit! A little stock
of the rusty-coated ‘‘Sheldon,” or the
little *‘ Seckel,” must be put on shelves or

““Northern Spy” for the Fall; next, the
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dull-red and gold-spotted “ Baldwin;
the bright red and excellent “Spitzen-
berg,” and how many other kinds of that
staple of northern fruits!

Oh how bountifully God has provided
for all His creatures, and for man above
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all. Are you thankful to our kind Father
for all these good gifts, my reader? Itis
sad to see how some take all these things
and use them with no thankstoGod. Some
even think they have only themseclves to
be praised for all the abundance they en-
joy. They only think of their labor, their
vigilance, their skill, and nothing more.
Poor souls! Is it not blindness and stu-
pidity to not see and acknowledge that
all our labor, the planting and cultivating,
would all be in vain if God did not give
the sunshine and the showers from heav-
en to prosper the seed planted and bring
it to fruitage. And who has given us
life and intelligence and health and
strength to labor intelligently? O chil-
dren, let us give God the praise; let our
thanksgivings, as we sit down at table,
be not a mere form, but let it be the out-
going of thankful hearts to God, the
“blessed Giver of all good!”

Before closing, I would call your atten-
tion to the similarity of our life to the
seasons of the year. You, young readers,
are in the Springtime of life. It is the
time when your young minds and hearts
are to be furnished with what is to de-
velop and to be reaped by and by. If we
plant good seed, in well-prepared ground
in the Spring, with cultivation and God’s
blessing we reap good harvests and good
fruits. But if bad or worthless seed is
sown, or the cultivation is neglected,
what shall the harvest be? So the word
of God says, * Be not deceived, God is
not mocked; for whatsoever a man sow-
eth, that shall he also reap.” So the
things you learn, the habits you are form-
ing, the character you are beginning to
acquire, these, if persevered in, will de-
termine what the reaping shall be later
in life, after the activities and labors of
your summer-time pass into the reaping
time of autumn.

Now remember, children, that God is
your Friend. He has not only given you
all the good things we have spoken of,
for our need, your comfort and enjoy-
ment for this life, but above and beyond
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all other gifts, He has given his own Son
for your salvation now, and cternal joy
in the life to come. But you must first
receive Ilim into your hearts. When?
Just now, in your youth, before difficult
days come. Is it not good, above all
else, to have a Saviour-friend to be with
you, to guide you in life, to conifort you
in sorrow, and to cheer you with bright
hopes, and finally receive you in His
blessed home above?

_ o

-

45.—JACOB DECEIVES HIS FATHER
(Gen. 27: 18-29))

Question 1.—Why was Esau Isaac’s favo-
rite son? Ans.—chap. 25: 28.

Q. 2.—When Isaac was old, what did he
tell Esau to do, and why?

Ans.—vers. 3, 4.

Q. 3.—Rebekah loved Jacob best; what
((1id s)he want for him? Ans.—ver. 10
l. p.).

Q. 4.—What did she tell him to do?
Ans.—ver. 9.

Q. 5.—How did she make him more like
Esau? Ans.—vers. 15, 16.

Q. 6.—How were they able to deceive
Isaac in this way? Ans.—ver. 1.

Q. 7.—What did Rebekah say when Ja-
cob feared his deceit would bring a
curse upon him? Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 8.—Besides acting a lie, what spoken
lie did he repeatedly tell his father?
Ans.—vers. 19, 24.

Q. 9.—How did Isaac bless him?
Ans.—vers. 28, 29.

Q. 10.—How did Rebekah’s deceit part
her from Jacob?

Ans.—ver. 43; chap. 31: 38.

Q. 11.—What does God say of a lying
tongue? Ans.—Prov. 6: 16, 17; Rev.
21:27.

Q. 12.—If lies shut us out of God’s city,
how can they be removed ?
Ans.—Ps.32:5; 1 John 1:7 (L. pJ).
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Lessons from the Patriarchs
45.—JACOB DECEIVES HIS FATHER
(Gen. 27:18-29.)

Jacob's great mistake was in taking
his future out of God’s hands. This led
him to take advantage of his brother’s
weakness and to buy his birthright for a
mess of pottage. This now leads him to
obtain his father’s blessing by a two-fold
fraud — deceiving his aged father, and
again taking advantage of his brother.
We may be sure God’s blessing cannot
rest upon such a course, and this ac-
counts for the subsequent trials, difficul-
ties and sorrows through which Jacob
passed.

Q. 1. Find, “Be sure your sin will
find you out.”

Both Jacob and his mother valued the
promises of God, but that enhances the
sin of their deception, for it was linking
His name with evil.

Q. 2. Find, “In Him is no darkness
at all.”

And yet we must distinguish between
Jacob’s conduct and the profane Esau,
who despised all that was of God, and
lived only for the present.

Q. 3. Find, “ Thou in thy lifetime re-
ceivedst thy good things.”

The first part of our chapter, which
must be read with our lesson, shows us
the plan of Rebekah for deceiving her
blind and helpless husband, in which
Jacob joined. He was to take his brother’s
clothes, and imitate his rough hands, to
prepare food from the flock in imitation
of the savory venison of the hunter. It
was all pitifully shameful. We can trace
deception in the family.
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Q. 4. In what way did Abraham twice
act untruthfully?

Q. 5. How had Isaac repeated this de-
ception?

Sin is innate in every child of Adam.

Q. 6. Find, “ By one man sin entered
into the world.”

It is contagious.

Q. 7. Find, " Thereby many be de-
filed.”

But each person is responsible for his
own sin.

Q. 8. Find, “Every one of us shall
give account of Aimself.”

1.—The lie. Vers. 18-25.

The details need but little explanation.
But we see how one lie leads to another.
Isaac is surprised at the quickness of
Esau’s hunting, and Jacob says the Lord
brought the game to him! Each fresh
lie added to his guilt, and should have
brought him to confession: ‘“Who art
thou, my son?’” Did not his father’s
helplessness appeal to him? And yet the
bold answer: “I am Esau, thy firstborn,”
shows his determination to go through
with the deception.

Q. 9. Find, “ Why feignest thou thyself
to be another?"”

In one sense the Pharisee feigns him-
self to be another kind of person. He
pretends to the rights of the firstborn,
when he is but a sinner.

Q. 10. Find, “I thank Thee that I am
not as other men are.”

When Isaac asks to fee/ Jacob, and was
evidently in doubt, because of Jacob’s
voice, the latter still had opportunity to
break down, but he goes through with it
all—"Art thou my very son Esau?” "I
am.”

D.—The blessing. Vers. 26~29.

It will be asked, Does not Jacob suc-
ceed and obtain the blessing? There is
a strange mingling of nature and grace
in Isaac's blessing. He thinks he is bless-
ing Esau, but the blessing is a divinely
pronounced one. He was carrying out
the purpose of God. This only enhances
Jacob's sin.
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Q.11. Find, “Therefore he .
the greater sin.”

The blessing gives Jacob the earthly
preeminence and prosperity that came to
his posterity. Israel’s highly favored his-
tory shows this. It goes deeper, too, and
is joined to the spiritual blessings given
to the nation,

Q. 12. Find, ““Happy art thou, OIsrael.”

But the blessing was in God’s purpose,
not in Jacob’s sin.

. . hath

4 1

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 33 TO 36

The Agures indicale the number of Quaalions anawered
by each one.

Albany, N.Y.. 4, H.C., D. .. C., E. N, C. N,
M. 7.

Allentown, Pa., 4. L A. R, . F. R 2, M. L.
H., H. J. H. 1,G. L. H., G. & H.,, R. C. H.

Amasterdam, N. Y., 4, A. E. R, L. R, B. D.

Bowers, Pn, 4, A. II. F.

Buflalo. N. Y., 3, M. A,

Carcon, Wis., 4, M. P. a.

Carlton, Kans.,, 4, R. H. G, E. M. G. 3, 0. V.
E. 2 A LG, D. W E. (new). 1, R. C k.,
P. E. E.

Chicago, 11l., 4. H. A, H.. W.F. }{., G. L., R. A.
S., E. M., A.C. M. 3, P.D. R. (new), R.R.
(now with the Lord).

Concord, Mams , 4, A. M. P.

Holland. Mich., 4. J. P., P. P.

Islington, Mams.. 4, E. M. G., E. M. C.. J. I., H.
C.N, M.G.B., E.C.8, WS, Il.M. (last
two new. )

(Ooneluded in next number.)

I, L.IS.

Replying to Ques. 33, Ituth R. of Chicagn an-
nwered, ‘“All can werve the Lord that know Hiw
Jove, and how He delivered us from the power of
Satan and sin, a8 Luke 1: 74 tells ua: ‘That we,
heing delivered out of the hand of our enemies,
might rerve Himn without fear.’ "’

The brother who sends these answers writes :
“ Rath sannwered the ' Letter Box ' when she was
in Harrishurg, Alter moving here, this was the
firmt and lant guertion she was ahle to answer, as
wie pased away (ot Gth - How much happier she
in now ap in hearen ! May each one who answers
these quentions sy 1o hinmelf, Am | realy to die,
like Kuth?'’

Anather young friend, alwo culled Rutly (of
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‘Trenton) has gone to be with the Lord, contract-
ing disease while doing goxpel work among the
soldiers nt Camp Dix. She was happy in the
thought of going w be with Jesus. Would you
ton, dear youny friend, be happy if you shousld be
the next fromour ** Letter Lox™ Circle to puss from
this world ?

ANSWER TO QUESTION 33
Who cun serve the Lord Christ ?

We learn from R. J. H. (Trenton) and 0. J,
(Trenton) and M. H. (Washington) that only
those that are sanved can serve Christ, the Lord.
““All those who bLelieve on Him a9 their Saviour,
young or old, great or small, can serve iim,’” say
E. N. (Albavny), E. A. (Rockford) and W. 8., Jr.
(Trenton). **All who have heen washed by the
precious blood, and are following Clirist, can serve
Him,” answers B. M. B (Trenton); and L. V. G.
(Trenton) says, ‘* We can serve Him by (1) pre-
senting our body a living sacrifice, which is our
rensonable service. Romans 12:1; by (2) doing
His will ; by (3) serving our fellow-man, for our
Lord says, Inasmuch as ye did it unto them, ye
did it unto Me. ‘Therefore we need first of all to
trust IHim as our Saviour, and after that ask Him,
Lord, what wilt Thou bave me to do? "

Question 45.—What is the result for one
who is guilty of deceit ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ What did Jesus come fo do?"” illus-
trates the grace of God to sinners, and
shows how He delights in mercy.

B

Memory Verse

“ Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap” (Gal. 6: 7).

Entered an Second-Clras Maiter at the New York Post Offica
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And What Would You Ask?

| OME of our older readers may

S have heard of the godly and

R gifted French preacher,Theodore
Monod. Hewas used

of God to the blessing of i/ i

many souls, by setting be- f‘fil-.-.?,
fore them salvation through

faith in Christ, the Saviour.

He was once telling his
younger brother the beauti-
ful Bible story of blind Bar-
timeus, and how the Lord
Jesus gave him sight. |
suppose you remember how
Jesus asked him, ‘‘ What
wilt thou that I should do
unto thee?’” And he an-
swered, “'Lord, that I might
receive my sight”’ (Mark 10 :
51).

*“And what would you
have asked from Jesus had
you been blind? ' asked the
preacher of his boy-brother.
““Oh,” said the boy, with
face all aglow and eyes
brightened with animation,
“1 should have asked Him
for a nice little dog with
a collar and a string to lead
me about.”

You smile, perhaps, at the
French boy’s simplicity ; but
in doing this you may be
only laughing at yourself,
for many a boy and girl (and
older persons, too), ask of
the Lord things just as fool-
ish as the French boy said
he would ask of Him. Instead of asking
of and receiving from Him salvation,
they pray Him to help them ‘““‘to be
good,” to keep the commandments, or

to fulfil their confirmation vows, or to
keep them from breaking their Christian
Endeavor pledges, and things like that.

But this would be just like the blind
man asking the Saviour for a dog with a

collar and a string. These would have
been useful things to have if there had
been no cure for his blindness ; but what
a mistake it would be to ask these things
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when he might have asked for sight, and
received it! And so it iswith Christ and
sinners now ; He is ready to give them
salvation, full and free; and if they ask
and receive this, they will not need vows
or pledges to keep, or new leaves to turn
over, but being saved, they will be new

creatures in Christ Jesus, and will have.

no more need for the other things than
Bartimeus would have for a dog to lead
him after he was made to see.

Now, dear young reader, you need sal-
vation; and Jesus has it for you, even
now. He will save you, if you but come
to Him with your need—like Bartimeus.
Read his story over in that tenth chapter
of Mark, from verse 46 to the end of the
chapter, and you will see the kindness of
Jesus; how He stopped when the blind
man called ; then how He asked him what
he wished; then granted him his desire.
Remember, it was his need that brought
Bartimeus; and after he was healed and
made glad, “ he followed Jesus.” Just do
like him! C. K.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES

o an-

WHICH LOVED BEST?

“T love you mother,” said little John;
Then, forgetting his work, his cap went on,
And he was off to the garden-swing,

And left her the water and wood to bring.

*| Jove you, mother,” said rosy Nell—

“1 love you better than tongue can tell ;"

Then she teased and pouted full half the day,
Till her mother rejoiced when she went to play.

“I love you, mother,” said little Fan;
“To-day I'll help you all I can;

How glad I am school doesn’t keep{”
So she rocked the babe till it fell aslcep.
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Then, stepping softly, she [ctched the broom
And swept the floor and tidied the room;
Busy and happy all day was she,

Helpful and happy as child could be.

“[ love you, mother,” again they said,
Three little children going to bed.
IHow do you think that mother guessed
Which of them really loved her best ?
J. ALLISON

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

46.—JACOB FLEEING FROM HIS
ANGRY BROTHER (Gen. 28:10-22).

Question 1. —Why did Esau hate Jacob?
Ans.—chap. 27: 41.

Q. 2.—Where did Isaac send Jacob?
Ans.—ver. 2.

Q. 3.—What great blessing did he give
him as he sent him away?
Ans.—ver. 4.

Q. 4.—What happened to Jacob on his
journey? Ans.—vers. 11, 12.
Q. 5.—What did God tell him as to the
land where he was? Ans.—ver. 13.
Q. 6.—What did He say as to Jacob’s des-
cendants? Ans.—ver. 14.

Q. 7.—What did God promise as to Jacob
himself? Ans.—ver. 15.

Q. 8.—Did Jacob rejoice? What is said
of him? Ans.—ver. 17.

Q. 9.—What did he do? Ans.—ver. 18.

Q. 10.—What did he say that showed he
hardly expected God would keep His
promises? Ans.—vers. 20, 21.

Q. 11.—Why must God keep His word?
Ans—Titus 1: 2; 2 Tim. 2:13 (I p.).

Q. 12.—Jacob knew he did not deserve
God's kindness; to whom else has God

shown undeserved kindness ?
Ans.—Eph. 2: 7.

Q. 13.—What has God’s grace done?
Ans.—Eph. 2: 8, 9.



THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL VISITOR

BUBLECLASS
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Lessons from the Patriarchs

46.—JACOB FLEEING FROM HIS
ANGRY BROTHER

(Gen. 28: 10-22).

The whole narrative must be read con-
secutively to get the full meaning. Esau's
grief at the loss of his blessing, his wrath
at his brother, and Rebekah’s plan for
Jacob's escape, are all most striking and
instructive. Our lesson begins with Ja-
cob’s wanderings from his home.

1.—The vision. Vers. 10-12.

Again we see the blending of God’s
inflexible purpose and man’s crooked
ways. Jacob's sin made him a wanderer
—gave him, we may say, the stony pil-
lows for a resting-place. We make hard
beds for ourselves by our folly. God’s
grace is seen in the vision that came to
the sleeper. For it was all grace. What
was there in Jacob to deserve this won-
drous vision ?—a guilty fugitive, fleeing
for his life.

Q. 1. Find, '"Whatsoever a man sow-
eth,’” etc.

The ladder was the link between heaven
and earth. His sin had rightly separated
Jacob from hishome; God’s grace showed
him the link with heaven. His messen-
gers were providing for and watching
over him. All unconsciously to himself,
he was the object of God's mercy and
care.

Q. 2. Find a New Testament allusion
to the angels of God and the opened
heavens.

This gives the key to God's mercy to
Jacob. It was in anticipation of the Son
of Man, throungh whom alone the link
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between heaven and earth could be es-
tablished.

2.—God’s promise. Vers. 13-15.

God'’s revelation and promises are very
full. There are five main parts in this.

(@) He is the God of Abraham and
Isaac. This links His present promise
with the past covenant with Abraham.

Q. 3. Find, *‘I will bless thee . . . and
thou shalt be a blessing.”

Q. 4. Find, “ That the blessing of Abra-
ham,” etc.

() He promises the land to Jacob.
He had already done this to Abraham,
and in this promise we see the after-
fulfilment when the nation was estab-
lished in the land, and in that still future
inheritance of the land, which has seemed
so unlikely, and yet now is drawing near.

Q. 5. Find, “The gifts and calling of
God are without repentance.”

Q. 6. Find the apportionment of the
land as described in Ezekiel.

() The immense numbers of his seed.
This had also been promised to Abraham
and Isaac. It has been seen in the mul-
titudinous nation in David’s and Solo-
mon’s day. Even at the present time, in
spite of all persecutions, the nation of the
Jews is numerous. Later on they will
fill the land.

Q. 7. Find, “Who . .. can number the
fourth part of Israel?

Q. 8. Find, ‘“Yet the number of the
children of Israel shall be as the sand of
the sea.”

(d) Blessing in him and his seed for
all the families of the earth. This has
been partly fulfilled in Israel’s history,
but especially in Christ, the Seed, through
whom this poor groaning earth will yet
smile.

Q. 9. Find, “He shall come down like
rain upon the mown grass.”

(e) God's personal pledge to be with
him, to kecep and restore him to his in-
heritance. How perfectly this promise
was kept, the after-life of Jacob shows.
It is also true for every believer.

Q. 10. Find, "I will never leave thee."
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3.—Jacob’s response. Vers. 16-22.

There is mixture here. Jacob seems
not fully to trust God’s promises. He
says, “‘If God will be with me,” etc. But
there is evident faith, and this wondrous
experience goes with him through life.

The Tetter Box

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 33 TO 36
(Concluded.)

Minneapolis, Minn., 4, D. J. D.
Philadelphia, Pa., (Kensiogton), 1, F. C.
(Wissa'n), 4, B. K.

(West), 3, P. E. McC.

Pittsburg, Pa.,, 4, M. L. C, E.C. C.,, 1. A. C,
J. McT., R. V. McT., L. S, M. S.

Rlchmond Ont., 4, A. C E. C

Rocklord, Illmons, 4, E. A A.,, M. R., G. F. R.

Jr. 1, L. A.
Scheneclmly. N. Y.,

E.S. 2,C.C. L
'l‘renton,N..T 4,B.M. B, C.D, L. V.G, H.

JHEVHL\'.H RJ’H ARJ

4, L. W. M., E. T. M. 3, M.

AHJ P.J., L. K, OJM GRM J:
M. M., R. M.. M, R k. M., A S., W. S.,Jr.,
W. S.,Sr. 3, A.D, M.M. I, R.P. H, C.
L.M. 2 E.G., M EH, 0.J.. J.R M,
M. E. P, C. L. S.,, H. E. S. 1, G.L. M., Robt.
P., Ruth P.*

Vancouver, B. C., 4, E. H.,, F. R, R. H. W.

Washington. D. C 4 E. II. 3, N. H.,, M. M. H,,
N. V. MceD. "’CEE M. P. F., M. H. ],
C.E. M. B, M. F. B. (new) VJ'C M. E.,
W. L. S, E. M. S., E. H. W., D. W., F.I.W.

Woodland, Mo., 4, E. W. B, B. H. B,, A. . B.

¢ See note in previous number.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 34

What can you say for Jesus if called upon to wilness
Jor Him?

N.MoD.( Washington ) refers to the blessed prom-
ise of the Spirit’s gnidance, in Luke 12;12; while

. C. M. (Chicago) and M. S. (Pittsborg) give
what i8 the foundation of all true Christianity,
that is, the Person and work of the Lord Jesas—
*We can say that He is the Son of God, and by
His death saves sinnes.” P. J. (Trenton) can

say, *‘ He died for me,”’ as also E. M. C. (Isl'ton),
M. E. H. (Trenton) and B. H. B. (Wood’d). “1
can say He is my own personal Savioor.”” say R.
B. W.(Vancouver), R. A. R.and E. F. R. (Allen-
town) ; and no doubt ihat is the reason why R..T.
H. (Trenton) replies, “Ican say that I love
Him.” E. M. G. (Isl’ton) avswers, *‘ He loved
ma and gave Himself for me Phil. 1:20; Gal. 2
20, and E. C. (Rich'd), **ITe died on the croas
for my sins that I might bave eternal life.” R.
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P. H. (Trenton) rnys, ‘' Jesns ia the hest Friend
I ever bad. ITe has aaved me from hell by His
blood, and supplied all my needs, and will keep
them supplied lor me."

Question 46.—In Gen. 28, did Jacob re-

ceive the treatment he deserved ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ Where's Hell ?"” answers its own
question, but goes on to tell us the good
news of heaven.

Memory Verse

“And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and
he said, Surely the Lord is in this place ; and |
" (Gen. 28: 16).
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The Sign on the Hall

N the front of a Gospel Hall, in a
large Eastern city, is a bulletin

board announcing the meetings
and inviting passers-by to come,
while in the midst of the sign these words
stand out in bold letters:

REPENT!!
CONFESS!
BELIEVE'
BE SAVED!

i)
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boys and girls as well as men and women;
no matter how educated, refined or well
brought up, each one is by nature a sin-
ner. In the presence of a holy God “‘there
is none righteous, no, not one.” Each
boy or girl who reads this, no matter
what care the father and mother may
have used to train them aright, knows
that deep in the heart there is sin; there
is that which is contrary to God's ways,
and His holiness. Have you felt this in
your own heart, my young reader? Have
you acknowledged it to God, and asked
Him for deliverance? I hope you have
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——
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Scores of people see this sign as they
pass along the street, and | wish to pass
on its messages to any of our readers
who are not yet saved.

First, it says Repent, and this is just
what the word of God says, that God
now ‘‘commands ALL men everywhere to
repent ; because He hath appointed a day
in the which He will judge the world in
righteousness” (Acts 17 : 30, 31). The
reason why God commands everyone to
"repent’ is because ALL have sinned—

learned to hate the sin that is in you, as
you see somewhat of its ugliness in God’s
sight. The next step then is to Confess.
When we have learned to hate the sinin
us, we are not to give up in despair, but
go to God in humble acknowledgment of
what we are and see in ourselves; for
God's word says : "If we confess our
sing, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness” (1 John 1:9); and David
speaks of the blessedness of forgivenesa
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thus: “ Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered;" and

he tells us the way in which he found it,

thus: “ 1 acknowledged my sin unto
Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.
I said, T will confess my transgressions
unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin” (Ps. 32: 1, 5). So,
when the publican cried, “ God be merci-
ful to me a sinner,” our Lord says that
he “ went down to his house justified”
(Luke 18: 14).

Believe! When the earthquake shook
the jail at Philippi, where they had im-
prisoned Paul and Silas, the jailer in great
fear cried out, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved? " and Paul answered at once,
‘“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16: 30, 31).
The jailer was convicted of sin and re-
pentant, you see; the apostle then bids
him turn to the Lord Jesus, the Saviour,
in whom the jailer was to put his confi-
dence for pardon. It is by believing in
the Lord Jesus that the repentant sinner
receives salvation and eternal life. Be-
lieving on the Lord Jesus any sinner can
at once Be Saved.

In concern for your soul, let me ask
each one of you, Have you repented and
confessed your sins to God? Have you
then believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as
your own personal Saviour? If so, God
says you are eternally saved. But if not,
you are in great danger of being lost
forever. Come, then, oh come to Jesus
now ! F.

MY MOTHER

Who fed me from her gentle breast,

And hushed me in her arms to rest,

And on my cheek sweet kisses press'd?
My Mother.
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When sleep forsook mine open eye,

Who was it sung sweet hushaby,

And rocked me that I should not cry?
My Mother.

Who sat and watched my infant head,

When sleeping on my cradle bed,

And tears of sweet affectior shed?
My Mother.

When pain and sickness made me cry,

Who gazed upon my heavy eye,

And wept for fear that I should die?
My Mother.

Who ran to help me when I fell,

And would some pretty story tell,

Or kiss the place to make it well ?
My Mother.

Who taught my infant lips to pray,

And love God’s holy Book and day,

And walk in wisdom'’s pleasant way ?
My Mother.

And can I ever cease to be

Affectionate and kind to thee,

Who wast so very kind to me,
My Mother?

Ah no! the thought I cannot bear,
And if God please my life to spare,
I hope I shall reward thy care,

My Mother.

I INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

47.—JACOB WINS ESAU
(Gen. 33:1-11.)

Question 1.—Why was Jacob afraid of
Esau? Ans.—chaps. 27:41; 32:7, 8.

Q. 2.—To whom did he turn in his dis-
tress? Ans.—chap. 32: 9.

Q. 3.—What did he say of himself?
Ans.—chap. 32: 10.
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Q. 4.—What promise that God had made
did he plead? Ans.—chap. 32: 12.

Q 5.—What did Jacob learn by experience
that Abraham knew by fasth ?
Ans.—Rom. 4 : 21.

Q. 6.—What did he do to please his
brother Esau? Ans.—chap. 32: 13, 20.

Q. 7.—When he was left alone with God
in his fear, what showed that he val-
ued God’s blessing? Ans.—chap. 32:
26.

Q. 8.— How did Jacob behave to the
brother he had wronged?

Ans.—chap. 33: 3.

Q. 9.—How did Esau receive him?
Ans.—ver. 4.

Q. 10.—Did he want Jacob's presents?
Ans.—ver. 9.

Q. 11.—To whom did Jacob truly ascribe
his blessings? Ans.—vers. 5 (I.p.), 11.

Q. 12.—If we, too, turn to the Lord in
trial, what shall we find, as Jacob did?
Ans.—James 4:10; 1 Pet.5:6, 7.

Lessons from the Patriarchs

47—JACOB WINS ESAU
(Gen. 33:1-11))

We pass over the whole period of Ja-
cob’s life in Haran. God ordered all, so
that everything turned out for his pros-
perity and welfare. He married (with a
taste, indeed, of his own deception of
Esauy, in having a wife not of his choice
forced upon him) ; he prospered in wealth,
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and had a large family of sons about
him.

After the birth of Joseph, the son of
the beloved Rachel, Jacob turned his
thoughts and heart to the land of prom-
ise. In type all this is beautiful. Joseph
is a type of Christ, and when by faith
He isformed in the heart, we turn heaven-
ward. So, too, the remnant of Israel in
the days to come, will never truly enioy
their land until they turn in faith to their
rejected Messiah.

We cannot fail to note the weakness
of Jacob’s faith, while setting his face
homeward. He feared Laban, and stole
away from him. Similarly he feared (and
rightly so) to face the wrath of his brother
whom he had wronged. But before he
can meet man, he must be brought face
to face with God, and this gives him the
needed courage and power to face Esau
or any other enemy. It is necessary, if
we are to understand our lesson aright,
that we should see what Jacob learned
at Peniel (chap. 32).

1.—The face of God (chap. 32).

This chapter is full of Jacob’s expe-
dients to meet his brother. First, he
sends word of his great wealth; but this
only would serve to stir afresh Esau’s
anger (vers. 1-5). Next, he resorts to
strategy; he will divide his company, so
that some atleast may escape (vers.6-8).
Thirdly (vers. 9-12) he resorts to prayer
and the recalling of God's promises.
Fourth, he prepares a present to give to
his angry brother. But neither one nor
all of these expedients can give him rest.
They are like the sinner seeking relief
from the fear of wrath by telling God
how good he is.

Q. 1. Find, “I fast twice in the week,"’
etc.

Q. 2. Find, “Not by works of right-
eousness."’

No devices can avail, however.

Q. 3. Find, “ There is none other name
under heaven . . . whereby we must be
saved."”



188

Nor will prayers take the place of sal-
vation. It is rather God who besceches
the sinner.

Q. 4. Find, “ We pray you in Christ's
stead be ye reconciled to God.”

Nor will a present avail to appease
righteous wrath. But God is offering the
sinner an unspeakable gift.

Q. 5. Find, “ The gift of God is eter-
nal life.”

After all his plans, prayers and pres-
ents, Jacob is left alone—solemn thought
—to face One whom he did not know,
and who wrestles all night with him.
Note that Jacob did not wrestle, as though
seeking to overcome the other. How
many try thus to get a blessing; they
speak of “wrestling in prayer,” etc. It
was not God who needed to beconquered,
but Jacob, whose strength must be bro-
ken, so that in helplessness he can only
cling to the strong Arm that is about
him. Not till then does he prevail—by
his weakness. He receives the blessing,
and learns that it is the face of God he
has seen. What a beautiful gospel we
have here: the sinner in the sense of
helplessness and guilt can only trust and
cling. Thus he finds blessing, and gets
a new name. '

Q. 6. Find, “When we were yet with-
out strength.”

Q. 7. Find, “I will write upon him the
name of my God."”

2.—The face of man. Chap. 33 : 1-11-

When one has met God, he does not
fear man. There is an element of weak
faith in Jacob, and he does not comport
himself with all dignity before Esau;
but God goes before him, and he meets
with all affection from Esau,

Q. 8. Find, “When a man’s ways please
the Lord,” etc.

It is so in seeking reconciliation with
those with whom we have fallen out.

Q. 9. Find, ““A brother offended is
harder to be won,” etc.

The great lesson is:

Get right with God.
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THE LETTER BOX JI

ANSWER TO QUESTION 35

In what apirit should one give lo the Lord?
What shatl we give?

We are reminded by D. W. £, E. M. G., A. E.
G. and R. H. G. (Carlton) and I C. 8. (Isl'ton)
that before God will accept anything ¢lse from us
we must flrs¢ of all give Him our beart. ‘Ihen J.

P. (Isl’ton) and E. G, and Ruth P. (Trenton) refer

us to the Scripture directions, Ps. 100: 1, 2 ; Luke
G :33-35; Rom. 12:8; 2 Cor. 9:7-10 and Col. 3 :
23. A. H. I". (Bowers) reminds us, ** We havo
received freely, so we can also give freely. This
is grace’” ; and G. L. M. (I'renton) says, ** We
are to give to God [reely and cheerfully of what
we have, be it small or great, for God measures
not the gift Ly the value, but hy the motive.?’« L.
W. M. (Schen’y) tells us, ** We should give with
the heart and spirit, either direotly to God in the
form of praise, or give to some of llis creatures-on
earth.””

Let each of our young readers ask, Have Igiven
my heart to God? What else can I give Him ?

Question 47.—What effect had Jacob’s

kindness upon Esau?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ Just as You Are'’ gives a simple illus-
tration how a poor sinner should come
to Jesus.

Memory Verse
“And, behold, | am with thee, and wil

keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land”” (Gen. 28:
15).

Entered ns Second-Claas datter at the New York Post OfMce
[
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ROBERT E. LEE

General and Christian

T 'is right, and asuitable time, to
remind young readers (and older
ones too), that fame in armies
and bravery in battle is not con-

fined to men without Christian character

or decided convictions of truth, but many
true and devoted Christians have been in
armies which they considered as defend-

of Northern Virginia, from June, 1862, to
the last stand and surrender at Appo-
mattox, almost three years later. And
he was a devout Christian, too, a God-
fearing man.* This we know from the
testimony of others and his own beauti-
fully simple confession of his faith in
Christ. On one occasion, when one of
the chaplains of his army assured him of
the deep interest the Christian soldiers of
his command had in his spiritual wel-

Washington and Lec University, lexington, Vua

ing the right, whilst others thought
them in the wrong; so much are we li-
able to be influenced by onesided con-
siderations.

All readers know what an able general
Robert E. Lee was, the great Confederate
Commander in the Civil War, of the army

fare, and that fervent prayer was con-
stantly being offered for him, he replied,
with flushed face and tear-filled eyes:
“Thank them for that, sir; I warmly
appreciate it; and I can only say that I
am nothing but a poor sinner, frusting in
Chirist alone for salvation, and need all the

® Let our readers remember that many Christiuns do not know, or do not understand the place
that God gives to His children in this Christian, or Church, dispensation—as joined to Christ,
and not of this world (Jno. 17: 15-17; 18:36). Therefore, such Christian men as General Lee,
Admiral Coligny, General Havelock, and many others of less fame, have taken Old Testament ex-

amples as their pattern instead of the Lord Jesus, the Christian's pattern.

{Eb.
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prayers they can offer for me."” Was not
this a noble acknowledgment? And what
a clear statement of his faith in Christ.
“ Trusting in Christ alone for salvation,”
he says, and he frankly confessed himself
to be “nothing but a poor sinner.” He
did not trust to his great generalship, nor
his nobility of character, nor even to his
unquestioned piety to save him, but in
Jesus alone. He learned this from the
Bible, which he loved, and always carried
with him; for it is written there, in
Acts 4: 12, speaking of the Lord Jesus,
" Neither is there salvation in any other,
for there is none other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be
saved.”

General Lee was a wise, as well as an
upright man, and did not believe, as so
many are teaching to-day, that patriotism,
or giving his life for his country, could
save his soul. He knew better than that,
for he had read and believed the Bible, so
was “ trusting in Christ alone for salva-
tion.” Those who tell us that death on
the battlefield is a passport to heaven, do
not study or believe the Bible, else they
could never think of such a thing as be-
ing true. Christ Himself says, *“I am the
Way, ... no man cometh unto the Father
but by Me” (Jno. 14 : 6).

Oh, how wicked it is to teach anything
else, and deceive our poor soldier-boys
by such false teaching! General Lee did
not depend upon his patriotism—though
his patriotism was no less than that of
those who now put it in the place of
Christ. He owned himself to be only a
sinner—a ‘“‘poor sinner.” He used the ad-
jective, because he wanted it understood
that he was not a self-sufficient sinner, or
one of the more respectable kind of sin-
ners, but a needy sinner, who could be
saved only by the free grace of God
through the merits of His Son Jesus
Christ, who “came into the world to
save sinners.”

And being himself saved, General Lee,
like all right-minded Christians, wished
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to see others brought to Christ, too.
When, after the war, he was president of
Washington College (now ‘“ Washington
and Lee ”), at Lexington, Va., he said to
a minister of Christ, referring to the
students under his charge, “I shall be
disappointed, sir; I shall fail in the lead-
ing object that brought me here, unless
these yourig men become real Christians.”
He said on another occasion, ‘I dread
the thought of any student going away
from the college without becoming a sin-
cere Christian.”

Was not that a noble wish to come
from the lips of the old hero of many
and hard-fought battles? And are you,
young reader, a ‘'sincere,” a ‘'‘true’”’
Christian, yet? You may be a student
yourself, or a boy scout, or in the draft,
and about to be sent to France. If Gen-
eral Lee expressed such anxiety about his
boys becoming true Christians before
leaving school, should not you, whether
boy or girl, be concerned about yourself ?
See to it, dear young readers; ask your-
self sincerely, Where am I? Where do I
stand >—with those who have confessed
themselves real sinners, and through
faith in Jesus have been washed from
their sins, or amongst those who are still
in their sins, and subject to the righteous
ijudgment of God? C. KNAPP.

&

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

]

48.—JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTH-
ERS (Gen. 37: 18-28).

Question 1.—Why did Joseph’s brothers
hate him? Ans.—vers. 4, 8.

Q. 2.—Why did he leave his father to
see his brothers in the fields?
Ans.—vers. 13, 14.

Q. 3.—What did they say when they saw
him afar off? Ans.—ver. 18, 20.
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Q. 4.—Who prevented his being killed at
once? Ans.—ver. 22.

Q. 5.—Where did they put him?
Ans.—ver. 24.

Q. 6.—What did they do with the heauti-
ful coat his father had given him?
Ans.—ver. 23.

Q. 7.—What did they eventually do with
their brother? Ans.—ver. 28.

Q. 8.—0Of what beloved Son is Joseph a
picture ? Ans.—John 3: 16.

Q. 9.—Whydid He come to a land far off
from His Father’s home?

Ans.—1 John 4:9, 14,

Q. 10.—How did His brethren, the Jews,
treat Him? Ans.—Acts 7:52 (l. p.).

Q. 11.—What did Joseph afterwards tell
his brethren of themselves and of God?
Ans.—Gen. 50 : 20.

Q. 12.—What great good has God brought
out of the death of His beloved Son?
Ans.—Acts 5: 30, 31; 13: 38.

" ”R ..
g BIBLECLASS
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Lessons from the Patriarchs

48.—JOSIEEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS
(Gen. 37: 18-28).

Joseph is, in many ways, one of the
most attractive characters in the Old
Testament. Personally he wins our ad-
miration by his stainless integrity and
simple faith, Typically he stands out as
a type of Christ both in His rejection and
His glory. Our first lesson deals with his
rejection and suffering at the hands of
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his brethren. Let us look at a few pre-
liminary lessons.

1.—Loved by his father. Chap. 37:1-4,

Joseph was Rachel’s son, the child of
Jacob’s old age, and loved above all the
other children. This could easily degen-
erate into unworthy partiality, but in a
typical way it sets forth the supreme
place occupied by our Lord in the Fath-
er's thoughts and purposes.

Q.1. Find, " Whom He hath appointed
Heir of all things.”

Q. 2. Find, " He is before all things."”

Joseph was hated by his brethren, ap-
parently in part because he bore witness
against their sin (ver. 2), and part by
envy.

Q. 3. Find, ‘‘Because I testify of it
that the works thereof are evil.”

Q. 4. Find, “ The chief priests had de-
livered him for envy.”

2.—Joseph’s dreams. Vers. 5-11.

God has frequently made known His
mind through dreams, and evidently did
so in this case.

Q. 5. Find where two dreams were
given to show what was about to happen.

The sheaf in the harvest field shows
that in the time of harvest, at the mani-
festation of Christ, He will be recognized
as ruler. The lights owning him is simi-
lar—Jacob would one day own this su-
premacy. Literally, all the family thus
did homage to Joseph.

]

Vers. 12-17.

From the vale of Hebron (“commun-
ion ") Joseph is sent by his father to seek
after the welfare of his brethren. It reads
almost like the gospel, of which it is a
lovely picture.

Q. 6. Find, ' The Father sent the Son
to be the Saviour of the world.”

Joseph follows after his brethren from
one point to another unlil he finds them.

3.—Sent to his brethren.
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He docs not give up because they were
not at the first place.

Q. 7. Find, " Until he find it."”’
4.—Rejecied. Vers. 18-22.

His brethren sece him from a distance,
and begin at once to plot his death. So
with our Lord.

Q. 8. Find, “ When we saw Him there
was no beauty in Him,” etc.

Q. 9. Find, “This is the Heir; come,
let us kill Him.”

In Reuben we find some softening. It
has been thought to typify the ten tribes
who were carried into captivity, and had
no direct part in the crucifixion of our
Lord. If so, what a comment! The
idolatrous and ungodly were less violent
against the Lord than the Pharisees and
scribes.

Q. 10. Find, “ The publicans and har-

lots go into the kingdom of God before
you‘n

5.—Delivered to the Gentiles. Vers. 23—
28.

They strip Joseph of his coat—even as
they derided our Lord’s kingship.

Q. 11. Find, “ Hail, King of the Jews.”

They cast him into the pit.

Q. 12. Find, “A horrible pit and miry
clay.”

Judah suggests selling him to the Mid-
tanites, a modified murder, in which he
tries to avoid responsibility. So the Jews
would wash their hands of our Lord’s
blood by delivering Him to the Romans,
and compelling Pilate to put Him to death.

Q. 13. Find, “It is not lawful for us
to put any man to death.”

Q. 14. Find, “His blood be upon us
and our children.” _—

So they are guilty, and will be, till they
““look on Him whom they have pierced.”

Q. 15. Find, “Deliver me from blood-
guiltinezs, O God, Thou God of my sal-
vation.”
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THE LETTER BOX

ANSWER TO QUESTION 36
Ifow can we orcrcome cxil ?

Although God has freely and eternally maved
through Jlis grace oll who helieve on the [ord
Jesus Christ, the Iact that we can never he Joat
does not give us frcedom to sin. The heart-felt
desire of every child of God is to he holy, as God
is holy, and to Le like Jesus. 1low canwe? ‘* By
the fear of the Lord we depart from evil ( Prov.
1G6: G)"?: *‘By living close to the Lord Jewus,
trusting in }is power,and taking no part with the
world or its pleasures’’; ‘* By having true faithin
God »’; ** By listening to the Lord and doing what
He wants me to’’;** By asking Him to strengthen
us and deliver us from evil, then using our mnral
courage,”’ is the sum of the apswers received from
B. D. (Ams'dam), G. L. H. and R. A. R. (Allt’n),
G. L. (Chicago). 1. A. (Rocklord). M. E. 8.
(Schen.), E. V. ., R. P. H., R. M. M. and A. 8.
(Trenton) and M. V. H. (Wash’ton), H. C. 8.
(Isi’ton). ‘* Only through Cbrist,’” says M. C.
(Pittshurg) referring to Rom. 7:25. B. M. B.
(Trenton) refers ns to prayer and the word of
God ; and this is what God has given us as a safe-
guard against evil—keeping close to Him in daily
prayer and reading and obeying His word.

Question 48.—Why was Joseph sold into
slavery by his brethren ?

OUR READING CIRCLE

Our little tract, “As it was in the Days
of Noah,” points out how it shall be when
our Lord returns, for the words of the
Lord Jesus must surely come to pass.

-y

Memory Verse

“And when they saw him afar off, even be-
fore he came near unto them, they conspued
against him to slay him** (Gen. 37: 18).

Entered as Becand-Clam Malter st the New Yock Must O8lca
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FAITH'!

AITH is a word that puzzles many
grown-up people, and children
too, doubtless, although they are
more simple and trustful than

older ones.

When they read verses like,
are ye saved through faith,”
or, ' Being justified by faith
we have peace with God,”
they may not be quite sure
of what they mean.

But faith is a very simple
thing. It is just trusting to
or Dbelieving another per-
son’'sword. Iwill tell youa
true story I heard lately,that
may help you to understand
what faith is.

In a school, lessons were
just over for the morning,
and most of the- children
had left their rooms and
were running home. But
one litile boy was noticed
by his teacher standing
quictly alone. He was all
ready to go, so she asked,
“What are you waiting for,
Arthur?”

“] am waiting for May,"”
he replied.

*I think your sister must
have gone home by this
time,”” said the teacher.

* No, she won't ; she said

“By grace

He believed his sister’'s word, and trusted
her entirely. We may be disappointed
in men's words, but if we have faith in
God and His Word, we can never be dis-
appointed, for what He has said [e will
surely do.

Three times we read that God cannot
lie; in Num. 23:19, in Titus 1: 2, and

she would come for me.”

For some time the little fellow patiently
waited, replying to every suggestion that
he should go, with the words, ' She said
she wauld come for me.”

[t was very nice to aee how truly little
Arthur trusted his sister's ward.

Now thia was faith in this little boy.

in Heb. 6: 18. In Rom. 4 : 21 it suys
that what God had promised lle was ahle
also to perform. So that we can rest our
souls in faith on God's word, and know
that it will prave true, and carry us safely
through all difliculties 10 God's pramised
rest in heaven.
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Every child who trusts God's word will
be saved, because of Jesus, our Saviour in
whom our faith rests. Do you, dear
children, trust what God has said as
simply as that little boy trusted his sis-
ter? God tells us in His Word that
* whosoever believes in Him (in Jesus)
shall receive remission of sins"” (Acts 10:
43); and " He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life” (John 3: 36). Then
just trust His Word and you will be
saved !

e onee told Nouh that a flood

Should drown those who believed not God
But Noah lived when they were dead,

For he beheved what God had said,

And now God tells that, from on high,

e sent Iis only Son to die,

That e'en for little ones I{e bled.

Let them believe what God hath said.

M. S. H.

“ HAPPINESS lles in obedience!” were
words which an old preacher used to
teach children in the houses he visited.

Yes! Obedience is necessary, if we are
to be happy. A disobedient child is never
really happy; he knows heis doing wrong,
and that disobedience to parents is sin.

It is written of our Lord Jesus that He
was subject to His parents. And He would
have us happy also by being obedient to
our parents. Do you know the lines of
this chorus—

“* Trust and obey,
Ifor there's no other \\uy
To bo happy In Jesus,
But to trust and oboy.”

Carry them out, dear young friends.
Trust the l.ord Jesus as your Saviour—
then obey llim and those who are over
you day by day. So will you be happy
children|
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A PRAYER!

Jrsus, tender Shepherd, hear me;
Bless Thy little lamb to-night ;

Thro' the darkness be Thou near me,
Watch my sleep till morning light.

All this day Thy hand hath led me,
And I thank thee for Thy care;

Thou hast kept and cloth’d and fed me:
Listen to my humble prayer.

Let my sins be all forgiven;
Bless the friends I love so well;
Fit me, Lord, as Thine for heaven,
Happy there with Thee to dwell.

MARY DUNCAN.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS J

49.—JOSEPH MADE RULER OF
EGYPT (Gen. 41 : 33-44).

Question 1. —How did Joseph come to
Egypt? Ans.—Gen. 37: 28.

Q. 2—Who sent him there, and why?
Ans.—chap. 45:7; Ps. 105: 17.

Q.3.—How was he treated at first through
false witness? Ans.—chap. 39: 20.

Q. 4.—Why did the king of Egypt send
for him from prison?

Ans,—chap. 41: 15.

Q. 5—To whom did Joseph give credit
for his wisdom, and what did he teli
Pharaoh of God ?

Ans.—vers. 16, 25,28.

Q. 6.—What warning had God given
Pharaoh? Ans.—vers. 29-31.

Q. 7.—What did Joseph advise?
Ans.—vers. 33-36.

Q. 8.—Ilowdid Pharaoh show he believed
God's warning? Ans.—vers. 39, 40.
Q. 9.—What warning has bcen given to

us? Ans.—Acts 17:31; John 3: 36.

Q. 10.—Who that is willing to save us
was, like Joseph, once sold for a aer
vant? Ans.—Phil. 2:585, 7.

Q. 11.—Who will at last be Dblessed
through Him ?
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Ans.—Gen. 22:18: Ps. 72: 17.

Q. 12.—In what other way was Joseph
like the Lord Jesus?
Ans.—vers. 43; Phil. 2: 10, 11.

Lessons from the Patriarchs
49.—JOSEPH MADE RULER IN EGYPT.
(Gen. 41: 33-44).

Joseph had passed through great changes
since the events told in our previous les-
son. The student is urged to read care-
fully the intervening chapters (39-41)
for the various stages through which he
passed before reaching the exalted posi-
tion he occupies here. We give a brief
outline of these.

On being sold to the Ishmaelites by his
brethren, Joseph is brought down to
Egypt, and sold to the captain of the
guard, Potiphar (chap. 39). Through
his faithfulness and diligence he is pro-
moted by his master to be steward over
all his house. In this place of prominence
he is frequently tempted to sin by his
master’s wicked wife; but he resists most
faithfully. For this he is hated and lied
against by the woman, and in result is
cast by his master into prison. But faith-
ful here as before, he rises to be steward
in the prison. In all this he is a type of
One whom no temptations could allure,
no persecution drive from the path of
perfect obedience to His Father's will.

Q. 1. Find the three temptations of
our Lord by Satan.

While in the prison Joseph interprets,
through divine guidance, the dreams of
the butler and baker. The restored but-
ler forgets Joseph, until he is reminded
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by the double dream of PPharaoh of the
one who can interpret dreams. Thig
brings Joseph from prison to the king.

Q. 2. Find, “7The king sent and looused
him.”

Josephinterprets Pharaoh's two dreams
—of the kine and the ears of corn. They
foretold seven years of great plenty to be
followed by seven of great famine. He
advised the king to provide against the
time of famine by storing the overplus
of the fruitful years. In all this we have
a number of typical lessons. First, it
illustrates the wisdom of preparing in
this day of grace for the coming time of
judgment.

Q. 3. Find, “Now is the day of sal-
vation.”

Next, it foretells that there is coming
a time of great distress upon the world.

Q.4. Find, " Men’'s hearts failing them
for fear.”

How different is this from the dreams
of men of a gradual betterment, intro-
ducing a golden age of prosperity for
the world.

Q. 5. Find, ‘“When they shall say,
Peace and safety,’’ etc.

Returning to Joseph, we find that heis
at last rewarded for his faithfulness.
Dreams play a prominent part in his life.

Q. 6. Find all the dreams, either of
Joseph or interpreted by him.

1.—A man discreet and wise. + Vers. 33
36.

Most excellent advice was that of Jos-
eph, that Pharaoh should set a suitable
man over the land to provide against the
coming famine. So the affairs of this
world must have the rightful ruler if it is
ever to be preserved through its period
of stress and danger.

Q. 7. Find, "I have laid help upon
One that is mighty."”

Q. 8. Find, "The spirit of wisdom and
understanding.”

2.—Joseph exalted. Vers. 37-44.

Pharaoh shows true wisdom in putting
in charge the man who foretold the fu-
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turc.  What & wonderful change is
wrought in Joseph's circumstances!

Q. 9. Find, “He made him governor
over Egypt.”

Q. 10. Find, “To . .
tors wisdom.”

Q. 11. Find, “Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted Him.”

Here is " the Hope of the world.” Oh
that men would turn to Him—the fulfil-
ment of all prophecy—the only “Saviour
of the world.”

. teach his sena-

?
l
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 37 1O 40

The Agures indicate the nuniber of Questions answered
by each one.

Alhany, N.Y..4. E. B, LJ. R, H.C, D.E. C,
.8, E.N,, C. N, B.H T.. A. M.

Allentown, I'a, 4, R. A. k., E. F. R. 3, B. R,
A.W. 2GS H, G.L.H, HL.J H, M. L
H., R C. 4L, 1L I&. 1, M. E., F. G. I (new).

Amsterdam, N. Y., 4. A. E. K., L. &., B. D.

Bowers. 'a, 4, A. H. F.

Cuxeo. Wis., 4, M. P, AL

Carlten. Kans,; 3 & H. G, A. E. G, E. M. G.
2. R C k., D. W. E,

Chicagn, INl., 4 W.F.Il, H. A. H., P. D. R,
It. A.8.. E.M., G. L, A C. M.

Concord, Masa, 4, i, L., A.C. M., A. M. P.

Fnuns, I'n, K. L. M.

Holland Mich., 4, J. P, P. P,

Islington. Mass.. 4, E. M. G.,, E. M. C,, J. P,
R.O.M. II.C &, M.G.&, EC.8, .8,
W. S, H. M., M. L G. (new).

Minnenpolis, Minn, 4, D J. D.

Philudelphia, I'n (Wiea’n), 4. B. K.

‘“ (West), 2, T. W.

Pittshwirg, Pa.,, 4 M. L.C.. E.C.C, 1.A.C,
J. Mcl., It V. MeT., I, S.. M. S,

Schenectady, N. Y., 4, L. W. M., E.T. M., C.C.
l.. N E <,

Trenton. N.J .4, BR. M I, L. V.G, 1. J. II.,
1.V I, RJLH, O J.. P J, J. MM,
RAMM.R RM,AS.W.8,.Jr, W.8. €,
AMMH,EV.H,.R P H,A 11LJ.,0 J.M.
2A.D, Ch, G .M, G.L M. 1, M
E M, ARJ. LK. CL.M, G N.R, H.
r.r, RP, L U (new).

Vanuennver, B C.. 4. 1. H.. F. IR,

Woeddland, Mo , 4, E W, B, B IL B., A, W.R.

Zephyihils Fin, 4 F.W. 8, E.A.S, F.C. 8,
H L. W, I, A L
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 37

IVhat ia said in the prophet Daniel of thyse who furn
uy i righleousness )

Nearly all have found the answer in Daniel 12
3, which has also bheen transluted, * They that be
teachirs,'? eto.  In nddition, M P, A, (Cnseo)
refers to Matt. 28: 1 9.20 and James 65 20  ‘The
verse in Matthew rhows all were 1o be discipl ed,
and tanght ** all things whatsvever the Lonl Jesus
hns commanded.”

In mldition, therefore. to the promised reward
spoken of Ly Daniel, we gee that onr Lord com-
mantdx that Itis Word be tnught to others, and
gives the precious promise of 11is presrnce with us
to the end.  Wirth what zeal miud energy we who
know the Lord Jesns as onr own Savionr, shonld
Iaher for 1im : for they indeed are traly = wise "?
who spemd their time iu loving service fur the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Question 49.—What Old Testament prom-

ise do we see f{ulfilled in Joseph’s exaltation ?

OUR READING CIRCLE
“ Something more Wanted” is not any
addition to the finished work of Christ,

but what #s wanted is that you should
take God at His word.

—

Memory Verse

“And Pharaoh said unto )oseph, Forasmuch
as God hath showed thee all this. there is none
so discreet and wise as thou art” (Gen. 41 :

39).

Tke Bound Volume of
‘““Sunday-Sehool Visitor” for 1918.
We!l bound in cloth, $1.00, postpaid

Entered as Second-Claxs Blatter at the New York 1’0s1 Oftice.

We reluctantly have to advance the price of
onr Magazine for 1919 as follows ¢

The Sunday-School Visitor
(PUBIISIHED WEEKLY)

U S. fan,
100 coples, per annum, 52 werks, . 833.f0 836G 0N
2:, (1} 1) q 13 . 8 75 0.60
10 * 4 " L . . 400 4.35
8ingle copy " L - .00 .70

Lolzeaux Brothers, 1 East 13th Street, New York
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Elise Sandes’ Conversion

u SHALL always thank God that
He led me to give my heart to
E_Egg Him when I was a child of ten
vears old. It does not look long
to-day, as I look back upon it, and yet
the best of my life is over, and the going
down hill will be quick enough now.

“Onr little life ! "twill soon be past!
Ouly what's doue [or Jesus will last.”

I cannot recall a time when thoughts
of the greatness of eternity did not stir
my heart. Often when a tiny child I
wished I had never been born, because I
never could cease to exist. It seemed
such a tremendous thought to me, that
having begun to exist I must go on for-
ever, and I used to ask my own heart,
“For ever—where?” Oh, if I could only
know where? But I thought no one
would know till the last day came, and
God sat on His great white throne, and
then I should go to the right hand orto
the left.

One autumn evening, as the glowing
sun sank in the horizon, a great terror
came into my heart. Had I not read in
the Bible that at the last day the sun or
the moon would be turned into blood?
What if that were taking place now?
Oh, surely I should be amongst those who
would call on the rocks and mountains
to fall on them and hide them! I was
far too shy to tell anyone my trouble, and
a very real trouble it was to me.

People don’t, I think, as a rule, give
children credit for thinking as much as
they do, and shyness seals their young
lips. | know I find it much easier to talk
of my feelings now than I did in my
childhood, for the extreme shyness which
made it impossible for me to speak then
has well nigh worn away.

Perhaps you will laugh when I tell you
that one of my greatest troubles was the
fact that, being a delicate baby, I had
been baptized hurriedly, and had no god-
father or godmother. My little brother
and I had made up our mings that god-
fathers and godmothers answered for all
our sins until we were confirmed. He re-
solved therefore he never would be con-
firmed, and would let his godfather and
godmother continue to bear the respon-
sibility ; but I was often reminded that I
had better look out, for I would have
to answer for all my own sins. In
childhood I often was ill, and used to
fancy I was dying, and the fact that I
would have to answer for all my sins
used to fill me with terror. ' You have
always been a good child,” said a dear
aunt, who was nursing and comforting
me in one of these illnesses. But her
words did not relieve me, for I well knew
I had not been always good. Many were
the resolutions I made that I would al-
ways be good in future—only to be bro-
ken. I used to try to read my Bible,
commencing at Genesis, and then stick-
ing in Leviticus, thinking it was no use
—I could not understand a word of it.
The Bible seemed a very dry book to me;
I had not found the key to it—]Jesus!

I had six sisters and two brothers—
I came in the middle of the family; but
I lived almost more with the aunt al-
ready mentioned than at home. She had
no children, and regarded me as her
adopted child; and if petting ever spoilt
a child, I must have been thoroughly
spoilt. However, I believe true love never
does spoil children; it is the lack of it
that does harm.

In my aunt’s remote country home I
saw few children, but I was seldom
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lonely. I had pets to play with, and could
find amusement for hours telling myself
stories, and sometimes would gather the
poor children of the place and invent
stories to tell them. Thus were spent
many happy days until 1 was ten years
old—playing in the fields, or working in
my garden, with kindly Nature for my
only teacher.

When I returned home I heard people
talking of the very things that troubled
my childish mind. For some time a won-
derful work of God, known as the Irish
Revival, had been going on in the North
of Ireland, and now it had spread to the
South. A careless young man went in
where the late Rev. Denham Smith was
preaching in Dublin. He intended stay-
ing only a few minutes, but the Holy
Spirit arrested him, and brought him 1o
the feet of Jesus. Full of love and zeal,
he came to stay with friends near our
home in Kerry, and had meetings in the
kitchens of farmers’ houses on the estate.
I heard that this young man said you
could be sure you were saved and could
be sure of going to heaven when you
died. Oh, how I wished I could go to
hear him! Great was my joy when [
heard that there was to be a special
meeting for children on a certain day,
and that I was to be taken to it.

Many years have passed since that
meeting, and yet to-day I can remember
most of the hymns that were sung and
a great part of the address. The text
was 1 John 4 : 10: “Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us,
and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins.” Then I heard for the first
time, so that I could understand it, that
God loved sinners; that God loved us
when we did not Jove Him. That just
suited me. I knew I did not love Him—
1 feared Him. 1 had often wished there
was no God.

“ Herein is love,” said the speaker; “if
you want to see what real love is, you
must look to Him. We did not love God.
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But when we were His enemics, whilat e
fought against Him and hated Ilim, #le
so loved us that He sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.”

How new and wonderful and beautiful
was the good news that God loved me,
and sent Jesus to take my place; to he
punished for my guilt; to die in my
stead. And Jesus did it]! Yes. He did
it! He suffered for every one of mysins.
How I longed to thank Him ; to tell Him
I wanted to come to Him. If He was only
onearth again,and ] could go to Him,and
clasp His feet, and ask Him to forgive
me, and hear Him say to me: “Thy
sins are forgiven thee,” oh, how happy I
would be!

The address closed, and the good old
hymn, “Rock of Ages,” was given out
and sung. When we came to the third
verse I thought, * Surely, although I can’t
see Him, Jesus is here, and He will hear
me;” and from my heart | said to Him:

“ Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross T cling!
Nuked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Vile, I to the fountain fly:

Waush me, Saviour, or I die.”

The meeting ended, and the speaker
came to where I was sitting, next my
father, and, putting his hand kindly on
my shoulder, asked, “Do you love Je-
sus ?”’

“Yes,” I answered.

““‘Why ?” he again asked.

“Because He /loved me and died for
me,” I replied.

Then he turned and spoke to my
father, and, looking up, 1 wondered to
see the tears standing in his eyes. Could
it be that the same questions which had
troubled my childish mind, had troubled
my dear, wise, good father also? Yes,
so it was; and if not then, about that
time, he a man of fifty, and I a child of
ten, tremblingly ventured to trust Jesus.

{Cumcluded in nezt aumber)
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

50.—JOSEPH FORGIVES HIS
BROTHERS (Gen. 45 : 1-15).

Question 1.—What made Joseph’s breth-
ren go to Egypt? Ans.—chap. 42:1, 2.

Q. 2.—How was the dream fulfilled that
they had once hated him for?

Ans.—chaps. 37:7,9: 42: 6.
Q. 3.—Did they know him?
Ans.—Gen. 42: 8.
Q. 4—He spoke to them roughly at first:

what sin did God bring home thus to
their consciences? Ans.—Gen. 42: 21.

Q. 5.—When Joseph told his brothers
who he was, what effect did it have on
them? Ans.—chap. 45: 3.

Q. 6.—Now that they were repentant,
what did Joseph tell them of God’s
overruling their sin ?

Ans.—vers. 5, 7.

Q. 7.—What did he mean to do for them?
Ans.—vers. 10, 11.

Q. 8.—What were they to tell his father?
Ans.—ver. 13.

Q. 9.—Joseph was a picture of Christ:
what did His brethren do to Him?

Ans—Acts 5: 30 (. p.).

Q. 10.—Why did God exalt Him?
Ans.—Acts 5: 31 (. p.).

Q. 11.—How much does He forgive?
Ans—Col. 2: 13 (I. p.).

Q. 12.—Who only can forgive sins?
Ans.—Mark 2: 7 (l. p.).

Our JBible Class

Lessons from the Patriarchs.

50.—JOSEPH FORGIVES HIS BROTH-
ERS. (Gen. 45: 1-15)

Our lesson to-day is the climax to a
series of events which must all be taken
together to be properly understood. The
general topic of this series might be
called, “Joseph in relation to his breth-
ren.” Our previous lesson had to do
chiefly with Joseph in relation to the
land of Egypt and the world at large. In
both cases we see the exaltation of the
one once humbled. Typically, they speak
of a rejected and exalted Christ—both
over the world and over His brethren ac-
cording to the flesh, Israel. We are to
look at this latter view in our present
lesson.

Q. 1. Find, “He came unto His own,
and His own received Him not.”

Two questions were evidently in the
mind of Joseph in dealing with His
brethren—to relieve their sufferings, and
to bring them to repentance for their sin
in their heartless treatment of him. This
he does in a most wise combination of
kindness and severity; the one was cal-
culated to give them confidence in his
kindness, the other to awaken their con-
science. But, to their awakened guilt,
both reminded them of their sin. All
this is most interesting in its application
to Israel in the days to come. They too
will have deep sorrow, and will feel the
pangs of both literal and spiritual fam-
ine; and they must also be brought to a
deep and true repentance for their awful
sin in having rejected their Messiah. The
Lord's dealings with them will accom-
plish these necessary results.

Q. 2. Find, " Your land shall not yield
her increase.”

Q. 3. Find, “If I enter into the city,
then behold them that are sick with fam-
ine.”
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Q. 4. Find, “They shall look upon
Me whom they have pierced, and they
shall mourn for Him.”

1.—The famine. Chaps. 42, etc.

Jacob and his sons are compelled by
the famine to resort to Egypt to supply
their need. The ten sons are sent on the
first journey. Benjamin, the youngest, to
be saved the possible fate of his brother
Joseph, is kept at home. They do not
recognize the stern ruler of the land, but
he knows them well. So in His dealings
with the sinner, the Lord does not at
once manifest Himself in grace, but in
justice.

Q. 5. Find, “ Repentance toward God.”

This is also the order in Israel’s re-
covery.

Q. 6. Find, "'If they repent and make
supplication unto Thee,” etc.

Joseph will probe their hearts by see-
ing if they would be willing to repeat
their former sin by delivering up Benja-
min. Thus they will show the reality of
their repentance.

Q. 7. Find, “Fruits meet for repent-
ance.”

The money returned in their sacks
suggests that they are being dealt with in
grace, but for the time it only fills them
with fear.

But hunger compels them to continue
dealing with this man, on his own terms.
Benjamin is brought down, but no longer
will they deal with him as with Joseph.
Judah's appeal is one of the most beauti-
ful and touching in Scripture. He will
give up himself, and let his brother re-
turn to the father. Judah (the Jews),
were willing, once, to relinquish all claim
to the true Ruler.

Q. 8. Find, “We have no king but
Casar.”

2. “I am Joseph.” Chap. 45: 1-15.

How beautiful it all is. As soon as the
brothers take their true place, Joseph
reveals himself, and every fear is re-
moved. So it is with the sinner, so
with Israel in the last days.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 38

What fruil should a Chrielion brar in his life, and
how can he do 1P

In answer G. L. H., G. S. H.and M. L. .
(Allentown) refer to Gal. 5 : 22, 23, Eph. 5: 9
and John 15: 5. B. H. B. (Woodland) answers,
**Our fruit is holiness, Rom. G : 22,2 Cor. 7 : 1,
1 Pet. 1:15, 16 ; good works, I Cor. 15: 58 ; and
the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 6 : 16.”" H. M. and
R. C. M. (Islingtoni quoting Gal. 5 : 22. 23, eay,
““\We produce this [rnit by feeding upon God's
word and obeying it.””  Il. A. R. (Zephysilnlls)
says, ‘‘ We should he meek and lowly in heart,
faithful and uapright in all our doings. This is
done through earnest prayer and [ollowing the
teachings of our Lord Jesns Christ.”” D J. D.
(Minneapolis) says, ‘‘We can only hring forth
fruit by ahiding in our Lord Jesus Christ, John
15:4,7, 8" 1. H. (Vancouver) tellz us ‘‘* The
ocloser we walk to Christ, the niore fruit we bear ; "’
while E. W. B. (Woadland) urges that ‘* Every
Christian should give his whole life to the Lord.”

Question 50.—\What is to be the measure,

or limit, of our forgiving those who injure us?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Cripple Tom” shows the power of
service is love. If service is lacking,where
is the love ?

Memory Verse

“And he said, ] am Joseph your brother,
whom ye sold into Egypt™ (Gen. 45 : 4).

Entered as Second-Class datter at the New York Most Offica
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Elise Sandes’ Work
(Continued)

LIKE to look back now on the
intense love and zeal for Christ
and souls which filled the hearts
of those who were the result of
the Irish Revival. The moment we found
Christ, our souls yearned for the salva-
tion of others, and, like the early disciples,
the very first opportunity we got, we said
to our relatives and friends: “ We have
found Jesus,” and we tried to bring them
to Him.

We did not wait to ask if we had any
special gift or special call. The fact that
souls were in danger, and that we had a
Saviour who could and would
save them if they would only
trust Him, was sufficient. We
were always on the watch
and felt very guilty if we
missed an opportunity of
pleading with our acquaint-
ances to trust in Christ. The
message was often given in
feeble words, but they were
earnest and heartfelt.

In those days, when the
Holy Spirit was working
mightily among us, our trust
in His power was very simple.
We realized the blessed truth,
“Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord of Hosts,” that His
work is done and souls are
saved. I thank God that
this truth was impressed on
my mind at the very begin-.
ning of my Christian life;
for, being naturally timid and
shy, I never would have ven-
tured to open my lips for
Jesus.

My dear father, although
filled with a passion for the

salvation of souls, was never (luent nor
eloquent; and yet his simple testimony
of what Christ had done for him, and of
what Christ was to him, was blessed to
many. His example did much for me.
It seemed to be a matter of course that
one was not to think of one’s self, nor of
one’s wnrds, but to trust entirely to the
Holy Spirit; that God had put every
Christian “in trust with the gospel,” and
He could bless His Word even poorly
spoken. All He required of us was to

be faithful, and not to miss opportunities
of giving His message.

Thus far we have given Miss Sandes’
conversion and experiences in her own
words; but space does not permit our
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following in detail the work which little
by little was given her to do, in seeking
souls to bring them to the Saviour.

It was among the soldiers at Tralee,
Ireland, where her home was, that her
efforts were first directed. Her father,
after his conversion, had small inforinal
cottage meetings, where soldiers were
invited and made welcome. In various
ways Miss Sandes would secure the in-
terest of one of them, who often would
bring others with him. Some that could
not read were taught, and opportunities
to introduce the Saviour were not want-
ing to a heart that longed and labored for
the salvation of others. It was but a
small beginning at first: one by one—
a fishing with a line, not with a seine;
but perseverance in well-doing is a mark
of working with God; and, as she says,
“We never know what momentous issues
may come {from small things."”

After a few years of patient, devoted
labor, the conversions and happy results
of her work in Tralee drew the attention
and interest of Christians elsewhere.
The welfare of soldiers in other towns
and cities was sought after; Miss San-
des’ help and counsel were asked for and
given. In more than thirty different places
soldiers are helped and cared for; and many
can bless God that *“Soldiers’ Homes,"” one
after another, sprang up in Ireland, Eng-
land, and even in India, where not only
the welfare of soldiers is sought, but the
precious gospel of Christ is presented;
many soldiers who have been brought
to the Lord Jesus, and rejoice in the sal-
vation He gives, have themselves spread
the glad tidings of God’s grace tosinners
in their surroundings, and in their homes
when they. returned.
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What is the secret of all this? Well,

dear young reader, it is love—the love of
God in hearts who give themselves to the
Lord. As one has rightly said, “All love,
all real love (no mere selfish passion, to
which it is too often applied) comes from
God as the light comes from the sun. If
a bright beam shoots through your win-
dow, you say, ‘The sun is shining.” Well,
that beam has traveled ninety-five million
miles to reach you with all its warmth
and brilliancy. How great, how intense
is the globe of fire which gave it birth!
Such is the love of God. It surmounts
obstacles and reaches down to the very
lowest and darkest places of this poor
sinful world.” And this love of God
shining in hearts that are surrendered to
Him, produces the precious fruits which
have blessed and are blessing this poor
world to this day. May not our young
readers, who know this grace of God for
themselves, say to Him from their hearts:
“ Here, Lord, Igive myself away—
*Tis all that I ean do.”

And He will accept it, and use you in
whatever humble way to His praise and
your joy.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

brancand

51.—JOSEPH CARES FOR HIS
KINDRED (Gen. 47 : 1-12).

Question 1.—Why did Joseph send for
his father and his kindred to come to
him to Egypt? Ans.—chap.45 : 11;
ver. 4.

Q. 2.—Was Jacob surprised to hear Jo-
seph was alive? Ans.—chap. 45: 26.
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Q. 3.—How was he convinced that what
they said was true?
Ans.—chap. 45: 27.

Q. 4.—What was the occupation of Jo-
seph's brethren? Ans.—ver. 3.

Q 5.—Where did Pharaoh tell them they
might dwell in Egypt? Ans.—ver. 6.

Q. 6.—Who cared for them during the
long famine? Ans.—ver. 12.

Q. 7.—What is said of those whose in-
iquitiesare forgiven? Ans.—Ps. 32: 1.

Q. 8.— Is forgiveness the only blessing
for a child of God?

Ans.—Eph. 1:3; Rom. 8: 32.

Q. 9.—What kind of blessings have those
who trust Christ now?
Ans.—Eph. 1: 3.

Q. 10.—What earthly blessings will He
give to His brethren the Jews when
He reigns on earth?

Ans.—Ps. 72: 2, 4; Isa. 35: 10.

Q. 11.—As Joseph cared for his brethren,
how do we know God cares for His
people? Ans.—1 Pet. 5: 7.

Q. 12.—What can God's people count on
to follow them now, and what will be
theirs forever? Ans.—Ps. 23: 6.

OUR
4R S BuBLECLASS

Lessons from the Palriarchs

51.—JOSEPH CARES FOR HIS
KINDRED (Gen. 47: 1-12).

The title of our present lesson might
well include all the chapters since the
last lesson, for careful provision for his
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loved ones is seen in it all.  And this is
an excellent trait in this most estimable
man. Maligned, hated, persecuted, and
practically murdered by his brothers, he
gives them nothing but love.

Q. 1. Find, “If thine enemy hunger,
feed him,” etc.

Q. 2. Find, “When He was reviled,
reviled not again.”

This last scripture refers to our Lord,
of whom Joseph is a type. It is also most
excellent that he cared for all the house-
holds of his father’s families.

Q. 3. Find, “If any provide not for his
own,” etc.

This care had already begun when he
returned his brothers’ money, and when
he provided so liberally for his father’s
removal to Egypt.

Q. 4. Find, " Regard not your stuff.”

How perfectly has our Lord provided
for those whom He is not ashamed to call
brethren. Not merely has He secured
our pardon, but our entire sustenance—
spiritual and temporal, by the way.

Q. 5. Find, “All things that pertain
unto life and godliness.”

Q. 6. Find, *“How shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?"”

Q. 7. Find, " Whatsoever thou spend-
est more,” etc.

Let us also dwell upon the touching
meeting between Jacoband Joseph (chap.
46: 29, 30). A good and great man is
always loving and tender. How perfectly
does our Lord exhibit this.

Q. 8. Find, “ The gentleness of Christ."”

In this devotedness of Joseph to his
father, may we not get a faint glimpse of
the obedient love of our Lord to His
Father?

Q. 9. Find, “I live by (because of) the
Father."

1.—The brethren cared for.
1-6.

What a change has grace wrought in
these men, lately trembling and over

whelmed under a sense of their guilt and
danger. Now they are presented to the

Chap. 47:



204

sovereign, and assigned to the best por-
tion of Egypt. They are shepherds—the
calling of the patriarchs—and doubtless
are installed over Pharaoh’s flocks.

2.—Jacob before Pharaoh. Vers. 7-12.

What dignity there is in this interview
between the aged patriarchand the king.
There is none of the shiftiness or cring-
ing, so marked in former days. Jacob
had learned his lessons, and in the dig-
nity of conscious relationship with God,
blesses Pharaoh.

Q. 10. Find, “The less is blessed of
the better.”

Jacob is a pilgrim, a stranger going
home. His years may seem many to the
world, but they are few compared with
Abraham or Isaac; above all, few in the
light of eternity. They were also evil,
full of trial and sorrow, largely the result
of his own restless managing. But it is
all past now,and he has come out into
the sunlight; God’s smile is upon him.
He is a giver, not a receiver; and again
blessing Pharaoh, he goes out. So faith
has a dignity, no matter how great those
are into whose presence it is brought.
Soon he will pass out of the pilgrim
scene, without a fear.

Q. 11. Find, " Worshiped, leaning on
the top of his staff."”

f i Mﬁl @&i
|

ANSWER TO QUESTION 39
IWhat i a Christion?

Just a *“ Christ-one,'’ or ns an old friend once

said, “*One who is ¢a Christ, with Christ, nwl like
Chirist.”” Combhining the answers of R. R. (Allen-
town), B. D. (Amstenlnm)), K L. M. (Emaus),
M. L. G, E C S. and W. S (Islington), F. R.
(Vancouver) E. A, S. and H. L. W. (Zephyr-
hills), we learn that **A Christinn is one who,
feeling his ainfuiness, helieves on the Lord
Jesus Clirist as his personnl Saviour ; being horn
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anew of the Ioly Spirit (Johu 3 : 06, 6) ; and
who, thiongh the grace of Gol, having been
clennsed fram his ginn by thoe previous bloml of
Jesus, ia cternnlly saved 7 M. 80 (Pittabnrg)
sy, *One who has confessed his ging mwl is
eternally gaved.”  Let us not nnke the mistnke
which some gseem inclined to do, that our walk or
service mnkes ns n Christian, As AL ML F. (Bowern)
well says, A life accoriling to the Word of God
should follore.” 1t is not ** Chirist and="" rome-
thing else, but Christ and Him alone. Are you
a Christinn?

NOTE —There are two errors in this connec-
tion which it is important to note. One is to
take the results of Christianity for Christianity
itself. An upright conduct, with charity and
charitable deeds, “ doing good "' to our fellow-
men is taken as what makes a Christian Christ
is taken as an example of self-sacrifice, whilst
refused as a Saviour from the wrath to come.
This insidious error is very prevalent.

The other error is to take a mere orthodox
profession as a kind of passport for acceptance
with God. Scripture always linksChrist received
in the heart by faith with the fruits of it in a life
according to God. —[Ebp.

Question 51.—What claim has our brother

upon us?

OUR READING CIRCLE

“Outpost Duty,”’ an incident of the Civil
War, points out God's hand over-ruling
all, and how He answers the cry of the
heart to Him.

.o

Memory Verse

“And Joseph brought in Jacob his fa'her,
and set him before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh ™ (Gen. 47: 7).

Entercd s Beeond-Claas Blatter al the New York 1'vat Oflice.
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Johnnie’s Little Sister and
Massa’s Old Slave
3 was some time ago in Augusta,
Uu Georgia, and I want to tell you,
girls and boys, what happened
there more than fifty years ago,
before you or I were born. It was
during the American Civil
War, between the North and
the South, and I will give
you the incident just as it
was told by the gentleman
who heard and saw it.
He was collecting money
to buy Bibles and Testaments
and tracts for the soldiers in
the army, and says: * When
in Augusta I made a pub-
lic appeal in behalf of the
soldiers then in Virginia.
After the service was con-
cluded, a bright little girl
of four summers came up
with a dime, and said, ‘ Tell
my brother Johnnie, How'dy,
and buy him some good
little tracts with this.” She
thought, of course, that
everybody knew her hrother,
and that there would be no
difficulty in finding him.
With a glad heart the little
girl went away smiling at
the thought that she had
given her all.”
Was not this good of her
to give heronly dime to buy
her brother Johnnie tracts?

She knew
he had a soul to be forever saved or
Jost, as we all have, and she knew, too,
that dying for his country could not save
him (as some are foolishly and wrong-

fully saying now). So she wanted ‘' some
nice little tracts’’ sent him, meaning, no

doubt, those which pointed out the way
of salvation through faith in Christ alone.

But [ left off in the middle of the story.
The collector went on to say: ‘‘ The next
morning an old negro came through the
drenching rain to my place of abode, and
made the following remark: ‘My heart
was so sorry when I hear tell ob dem

poo’ soldiers in Virginny— how dey slar-
vin’ {o’ de gospel; and to tir k dat heakr
I hab de preached Wo'd all de time, an’
dere dey is fighten fo' me () My heart
is monstrous 'flicted when 1 tlirks o’ me
young massa out in ce aimy, an’ [ wanls
to sen’ him de gospel.” So saying, he
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placed a gold doullar in my hand, and ex-
pressed regret that it was ‘so little.
everal persons gave large sums, but of
all the hundreds thrown into the treasury,
it seemed to me that this httle girl and
this gray-haired African were the most
liberal; they gave ot their poverty.”

I thank I shall never pass through
Augusta without thinking of this inci-
deat, the lutle girl and the old colored
man, each willing to do what they could
to ygive the gospel to the soldier boys
away to the north “with Lee in Virginny."”

The old coulored man has doubtless
been dead many years now, but he “yet
speaketh” to us of love for the gospel,
and his interest in the spiritual welfare
of his young master (who in his simplicity,
the aged African thought was fighting
for him) speaks to us of Christ's great
love, not for friends only, but even for
His enemies, dying for them that they
might be saved.

And the httle girl—well, if still living,
she is getting old now —almost sixty.
Why, she may even be a grandmother.
But let us hope she is a Christian, any-
way, and that her “brother Johnnie” was
saved, too.

And you, little reader, if Jesus does not
come very soon, may you not grow up
in sin, but be saved through Christ who
‘“*saves His people from their sins.”

C. KNAPP.

.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

52.—FAITH'S VICTORIES
(Heb. 11: 8-22).

Question 1.—What made Abraham leave
his native land, and live in tents in a
strange country ? Ans.—Heb. 11:8, 10.

Q. 2.—What did Sarah think of God?
Ans.—ver. 11 (l. p.).

Q. 3.—How did Abraham’s descendants
show that they believed God's prom-
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ises to them? Ans.—vers. 13 (I. p.),
14.

Q. 4.—What has God prepared for them?
Ans.—ver. 16.

Q. 5.—llow did Abraham show his faith
in, and obedience to, God?

Ans.—ver. 17.

Q. 6.—What promise had God made
him? Ans.—ver. 18.

Q. 7.—How did he expect God to keep
His promise if Isaac had been slain?
Ans.—ver. 19.

Q. 8.—What is said of the blessings be-
stowed by Isaac and Jacob?
Ans.—vers. 20, Z1.

Q. 9.—What promise of God made Joseph
give directions as to his bones?
Ans.—Gen. 15: 14, 16; 50: 24.

Q. 10.—What are we told to do?
Ans.—Heb. 10: 23.

Q. 11.—What is said of the promises
of God, and why must they be kept?
Ans.—2 Pet. 1:4; Titus 1: 2.

Q. 12.—What is said of those who trust
Him? Ans.—Ps.2:12 (l. p.); 2 Chron.

Lessons from the Patriarchs
52.—FAITH'S VICTORIES
(Heb. 11 : 8-22).

Our closing lesson for the year may be
taken as a kind of review of those patri-
archal lives upon which we have been
dwelling.

1.—Abraham, the faith of the pilgrim.
Vers. 8-10.

Here is a faith which lays hold of un-
seen things, and leaves all that nature
would cling to, and goes forth under the
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guiding hand of God.

Q. 1. Find, " The God of glory ap-
peared unto our father Abraham.”

This is a victorious faith, overcoming
the ties of nature.

Q. 2. Find, “ This is the victory that
overcometh the world.”

He dwells as a stranger in the land of
promise. Heir to it all, he has no visible
ownership in it. His tent suggests that
he is a pilgrim.

Q.3. Find, “We look . . . at the things
which are not seen.”

But while it looks not at earthly things,
faith has a definite object before it, un-
known to sight. Itis the glorious city—
which God has prepared for His own.

Q. 4. Find, “Our citizenship is in
heaven.”

2.—Sarah, the faith of feebleness. Vers.
11, 12.

Faith in Sarah seems at a very low
ebb. She is timid, and her cowardice
leads her to untruthfulness, and that in
connection with the very promise in
which she showed her faith. 1t was so
with Rebekah, and with Rahab. God
values even a feeble faith, while He re-
bukes the untruthfulness. Here we see
Sarah overcoming nature’s weakness by
faith. Abraham’s faith is described along
with her’s.

Q. 5. Find, “ He staggered not at the
promise of God.”

3.—Faith beyond death. Vers. 13-16.

As they journeyed on through the
world these pilgrims came to the end of
their earthly life. This is the most dreaded,
the most hopeless moment for unbelief.
It rightly fears when it comes to die.

Q. 6. Find, " Once to die, but after this
the judgment.”’

But ‘‘these all died in faith.”” They
had something beyond the present life,
not extinction, but the entering into the
enjoyment of those promises which they
had emhraced and followed all through
their pilgrim course. They were not
ashamed to be known as strangers and
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pilgrims, but confessed it openly, both by
word and act.

Q. 7. Find,‘ The years of my pilgrim-
age.”

Q. 8. Find, “The house of my pil-
grimage.”

Heaven is a “ better country ""—better
than earth, better than its sufferings and
trials, better than its joys, its wealth and
pleasures.

Q. 9. Find, “Not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory,” etc.

Q. 10. Find, “ With Christ, which is
far better.”

God is not ashamed of faith. Heowns
it, and has prepared acity where it shall
sweetly be merged in sight.

4, —Faith tried and triumphing. Vers.
17-19.

The supreme trial of faith is seen in
the call to Abraham to give up his son,
the child of promise, his only son. And
yet the faith that laid hold upon God's
promise to give this child to one *‘as
good as dead,” could count upon God to
raise him up. And this he does.

Q. 11. Find, “He that believeth in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.”

5.—Faith blessing others. Vers. 20—22.

Isaac, Jacob and Joseph pass on to
others the promises on which they had
rested. Nearing the end of their life,
they have all confidence that God will
fulfil His word. Truly it can be said of
faith as of love, it ‘ never faileth.”

Q. 12. Find this passage.
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LESSONS PROPOSED FOR 1919

DBeloved Fellow-workers in the Sunday-school :

Again we are louking forward to anoviher
year, if the Lord does not come, of united
work in this most blessed service. We trust
our little weekly paper has been helpful both
to tenchers amd scholars, and that much fruit
in conversion of the ungaved and the esinb-
lishient of believers has resulied from your
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prayerful lahora.  Let us givd ouraelves
afvesh by prayer, self-fndgment, and renewed
dlllgence for what mny lie beforo us,

The lesrona’ toples nre, with o few alter-
ntlons, thoso of the Interumtionnl Snnday-
gchiool Commlttee, who nre purrning n plan
for n full Course of Bible Study in Fight
Yenra, which began with 1918,

With some hesitation we are following,
during the present yenr, this scheme of
study. DBnt we would enrnestly press upon
teachers the necessity of holding fast the
whole truth of God, ind not to forget that
Christinnity is not mere civilization and re-
form. We say this in no spirit ol eriticism,
but in loving snggestion. The Old Gospel, the
Goupel of God—ihe reality of sin and of
Judgment—Chirist by His atoning denth the
only Saviour—the necessity for new birth—
—the path of holmess and ohedience, inust
be constantly before us. The Cross sepirates
from the world, not onlyin its grosser forms
of evil, but from its politics, its associntions,
and from the mere religious profession.

Mny the Lord revive His work in every
Sunday-school in the world. S. R.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 40

Why did Abruham leave his homne?

Beenune God called him. God is enlling you.
Have von heard mind answered Hin enll? W, §
Sr. CTrenton) saya, * The fuet that Gad told him
to do go ahionkd he suflicient rengkon fur any one
A. F. I (vmsterdmn)  E. W, B (Wosdlinnd ),
and F. C. 8 (Zephyrinlla) tell na that. ** Having
faith in God, Abmbham obeyed,” and to this K.
K. (Wirsi'n) ndda, ** Here is 1 lerwon for us.
We. like Alrahiam, shionld have perfeet faith in
Gaodd, nud trast him =0 fully that we rhonld abey
Hin every word ; and guided hy the Holy Spirit,
go where He wanls us to, even though we nmny
not know whither we are going. Fut we should
always have the assurance that Gad inlending us, *’
Bamuel answered Gol, “Spenk  Lord, for thy ser-
vant heareth ["’  Is this our attitude nlno?

Question 52.—What personal Lnowledge
have you of faith in God?
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Our work has heen greatly npect these pnat few
monthu from varions cnnnen, including the epl-
demic of diseare  which took sevem) of our young
friends, and which swept over the whole coimitry.
But we are now on the thresholil of n New Year.
Il the Lord tarry, let us seck to make it the hest
we ever had in the Letter Rox circle.

Parents and teachers in the Sunday-schools cno
help, but the work mnst be done hy you—the
scholms.  Let each one do his oy her best. Above
all, srek the Lord, serve the Lord, and sauetify the
Lord in your henrt ! ¥. L. FRENCH.

-

OUR READING CIRCLE

“ The Setiling Day,” of which our tract
speaks, is God’s—one that is sure to
come, for “God is not mocked.”

Memory Verse

* But without faith it is impossible to please
Him : for he that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him ™ (Heb. I | : 6).

Our Reading Circle Tracts

for 1919 are prepared, and the rates
are as follows:
1 copy for enchi week, 55 cents postpaid

2 ¢ pies a at 60 o $1.00
6 " " i 4'-) [¥] o 2.70
12 (X} ‘“ o 40 (X} (X} 4-80
25 a“" “ “" 35 X3 o 875

Those taking six or more can remit
in Quarterly payments il desired. The
tracts will be sent at the same time
as cach issue of the S. S. Visitor as
heretofore.

Entored as Recond-Clam Malter at the New Vark Post OMca
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